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THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT).

- SESSION 1946—1948

— s—

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 15th April, 1947.

7 Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem-
bly met at 12 o’clock noon to-day.

Present :

His Honour Mr. G. B. EveLyN (Speaker), Mr.
J. T. C. Ramsay (Cheirman of Committees), Dr.
J. A. Le V. Wison, Messrs. M. E. Cox, D. A. FOSTER,
R. G. Mapp, H. W. SpriNger, MLA., G. H. ApAwus,
B.A., H. D. BuackuaN, J. A, HavynNes, B.A, H, A.
Downping, V. C. GALE, and S. A, WarcorT.

PRAYERS AND MINUTES.

Prayerg are read and the Minutes of the meeting
which was held cn the 1st April, 1947, having been
cireulated are taken as read and confirmed.

Messrs, WILkINSON and Lrwis enter the House
and take their seats.

DOCUMENT

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform
the House that I have received the Financial Report

March, 1947,
PAPERS LAID.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—I have the honour
to lay on the table of the House the following
Papers .—

Message No. 12 of 1947 from His Excellency the
Governor informing the House, with reference ‘o
the Address from the House, that the Commissioners
of Highways have been invited to consider which
tenantry roads in their respective parishes are in
urgent need of repair and to submit applieationg for
grants to enable them to undertake the work.

Message No. 13 of 1947 from His Excelleney the
Governor informing the House that he has assented
in the name and on behalf of His Majesty to certain
Acts.

NOTICES

Government Notices are given as follows:—

Mr., SPRINGER: Resolution to place the sum
of £150 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Comunittee to assist in the eost of the medical scholar-

ship awarded to Mr, F. C. Ramsay under Colonial
Development and Welfare Scheme D). 693.

Mr., SPRINGER: Resolution to grant the sum
of £70 to Mr. Elton E. Jones as an ex grafia grant
in consideration of his 7 years’ service as an Ele-
mentary Sehool Teacher.

Mr. Crawrorp enters the House and takes his
seat,

Mr. SPRINGER: Resolution to place the sum
of £2,731 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee ;—

(A) (1) to make a grant to the Governing
Body of Christ Churech Boys’
Foundation School of £1,310, 8. 4;

(2) 1o make a grant to the Governing

Body of the Christ Church Girls’

Foundation School of £920. 17. 6;

to enable the Gove:ning Body of each school to pay

salaries and war bonus to the staff from the st of

April, 1944, to the 31st of March, 1947, and a speeial

allowance to certain memberg of the staff from the

ist of Oectober, 1945, to the 81st of March, 1947, im

acep?dance with the rates fixed under the Schemes of
Gevernment of Second Grade Schools; and

g (B) to refund to the Governing Body of

ae Christ Church Girls’ Foundation School the sum
of the Colonial Treasurer for the month ended 31st /|

of £500 expended on the reconstruction of that

 gehool.

Resolution to ratify the Agreement made
between the Executive Committee and Ernest Gunn
Macintyre, one of the constituted attorneys in this
Island of the British Union Oil Co., Ltd., for the
supply of natural gas to the Belle Pumping Station.

Mr. ADAMS: Resclution to authorise His
Excellency the Governor in accordance with the pro-

.visions of section 3 (2) of the Clerical Service Act,

1944, to appoint two additional clerks to the Clerical
Staff of the Clerical Service.

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum of
£10,135 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive

Committee for the service of the Colony as set out.

in the Schedule to the Resolution.’
Mr. SMITH enters the House and takeg his seat.
Mr. BLACKMAN: Draft Bill to provide for
the importation into this Island free of duty for a
period of three years of goods made from sea Island

cotton.
Mr. ADAMS : Draft Bill to grant additional sums
of money out of the Public Treasury and to appropri-
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ate the same for the service of the years ended
the 31st of March, 1941, the 31st of March, 1942
the 31st of March, 1943, the 31st of March, 1944,
the 31st of March, 1945, and the 31st of March, 1946.

Mir. ADAMS: To move the House into Commit-
tee of Supply at its next meeting to consider the
money Resolutions of which notice has just been given

Mr. F. L. WaLcorr enters the House and takes
his seat.

SELECT COMMITTEE’S REPORT

Mr. Apams hands in the Report of the Select
Committee appointed to consider and report on the
Bill to make provision for the registration and supes-
vision of factories and for the safety and well-being
of workers employed therein.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Mr. BLackMaN, seconded by
Mr. CrRAWFORD, a draft Bill to provide for the im-
portation into thig Island free of duty for a period
of three years of goods made from Sea Island cotion,
is read a first time.

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr.
CrawrorD, a Draft Bill to grant additional sums of
money out of the Publie Treasury and to appropriate
the same for the service of the yearg ended the 31st of
March, 1941, the 31st of March, 1942, the 31st of
March, 1943, the 3Ist of March, 1944, the 31st of
March, 1945, and the 31st of March, 1946, is read a
first time.

APPOINTMENT OF A SELECT COMMITTEE

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,— Before you pro-
seed to call the Orders the Day I ask leave to move
that ‘a Select Committee be appointed to draft a
Reply to His Excellency the Acting Governor’s

Message No. 1 of 1947 relating to the contribuiion of,

Barbados to the proposed Caribbean Tourist Develop-
ment Association.

There being no objection, the honourable member
is granted leave to proceed.

*"Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that a Select Com-
mittee be appointed to draft a Reply to Message No.
1/1947 of the Acting Governor.

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to second that.
The question that a Select Committee be
pointed to draft a Reply to the Acting Governorg
Message No. 1/1947 is put and resolved in the affirm§
ative without division,

Mr. SPEAKER: Subject to the approval of the

House I appoint as members of that Committee the
following :—  The junior member for St. James (Mr.
Wilkinson), the junior member for St. Michael (Mr.
Gale), the senior member for St. Philip (Mr. Craw-

ford), the junior member for the City (Mr. Lewis),’
the senior member for St. Michael (Mr. Cox), and
the junior member for St. Peter (Mr. F. L. Walcott).’

© Mr., LEWIS: T ask to be excused from serving

on that Committee. i
Mr; ADAMS: T suggest, in the place of the

junior member for the City, the senior member for'

St. John.

Mr. SPEAKER: Subject to the approval of the
House T add the name of the senior mewber for St.°

John (Dr. Wilson) to the Committee.
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order stands in the

name of the honourable senior member for St. Joseph,

R

—To move the House into Commiitee of Supply to
consider the grant of sums of money for the service
of the Government,

On the motion of Mr. ApamMs, seconded by Mr.
SPRINGER, Mr. SPEARER leaves the Chair and the
house goes into Commitiee of Supply, Mr. Ramsay
being in the Chair.

PURCHASE OF LAND OFF FISH ALLEY
Mr. SPRINGER: The first Resolution is for thz

sum of £170. 2. 7. to be placed at the disposal of the
Governor-in-Executive Committee to purchase an

-area of land containing 4,362 square feet situated ou

the sea frontage off Fish Alley, Fontabelle, and to
pay legal and other expenses in connection with the
sale of the land,

Most honourable members know the piece of land
concerned. It is at present being used by fishermen
for the beaching and repairing of their boats and
the Fisheries Committee point out that in the event
of heavy weather, there is no other place for the
beaching of the twenty-four fishing boats which ply
their trade in that area. I may add that the pur-
chase of this land is one of the projects, among other
fishery matters, in the ten year sketch plan which was
presented to the Government by the Committee ap-
pointed recently—I think I see copies of it on the
table of the House now. The owners of this land,
however, are desirous of disposing of it immediately
but before setting it up for sale, they have agreed to
extend the option to the Government and it is for
this Committee to say and the House approve whether
we should purchase the land now, 0 as to make sure
that it is retained by the public for the use of these
fishermen. The matter is non-controversial and the
priee is reasonable. T beg to move that thig Resolu-
tion do now pass.

Mr. ADAMS: T beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER enters the House and takes his
seat.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,— Before you put
the question I would like to say that I know something
about this matter. This piece of land was bought
many years ago Dy someone who wanted it to be
used by the fishermen and the Government has been
given the option of purchasing it so that it can be
retained for the use of the fishermen. I do not know
how much notice ig taken of the debates on these
Resolutions in this House but I am led to believe that
no: much notice is taken of them and I would like it
to be stated definitely in the body of thig Resolution
+hat that is the reason for whick this land is being
purchased. Perhaps it may be wrong at this
point to tie the hands of the Government if
it finds that this land can be used for some other
purpese and that some better piece of land be
obtained for the fishermen but I am not satisfied
with th: actual wording of the Resolution
that this land is going to be retained for the use of
the fishermen. I would not like it to be disposed of
by the Government or the Government to alter the
purpose for which it was given the option of buying
the land. I would like the senior member for St.
George to tell me definitely if it is impossible or
wrong to state in the Resolution the purpose for
which thi: piece of land is to be used.

Dr. CuMming enters the House during the course
of My, LEwis’s speech and takes hig seat.

Mr. SPRINGER: I am very relieved to hear

that the honourable member doeés not want me to",
answer any other question! I do not think it is neces-
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sary to state in the Resolution the purpose for which
the land will be used but the honourable member
need have any doubt that in the future it will be
used for any other purpose. We all know where
the land is and the only reason we are getting it for
thig amount of money ig because it cannot be used
for any other purpose. I cannot see any possibility
of the land being used by the Government except
for this purpose and if the Government intended
tc do otherwise it would not do it without the know-
ledge of this House because this House as the re-
presentatives of the people would get up in arms
and ask why. It is not customary to tie the hands of
the Government when it is buying a piece of land
like this. If the honourable member has no confidence
in future Governments, then it may be necessary for
him to press for the insertion of a binding clause T
G0 not think it necessary myself. I do not think that
many honourable members, even the junior
member for the City himself, will insist that it he
put in, ‘

Mr. WILKINSON: I think it is a very excel-
lent idea to buy this piece of land to emable the
fishermen to beach and repair their boats but I do
hope that some proper supervision will be exercised
to gee that it is kept clean. = I would like the senior
member for St. George to tell us who is going to be
responsible for seeing that thig land is kep: clean
and, as the junior member for the City has said, that
it is used for the intended purpose., There will have
to be some control over it because everybody seems
to think that as long as property bsolongs to the
(Government it can be used for any purpose,

Mr. SPRINGER: The general administration
will be in the handg of the Fisheries Committee but
the actual supervision, no doubt, will be undertaken
by some Department like the Public Works which has
a staff equal to the task. I cannot really answer
the question directly but I feel quite certain that
that phase of the matter will be attended to satisfac-
torily. =

The, question that this Resolution .do now pass
is put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

SUBSIDISATION OF COMMODITIES

Mr. ADAMS: Mr, Chairinan,——’l‘he n:xt Reso-
lution is for the sum of £50,160 to be placed at the
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to

and that it ig estimated that by the 31st March, 1947,
the sum of £11,640. 0. 0. will be spent, making a total
of £56,814. 13. 7 and thereby having a deficit of
£1,814. 13. 7. 1t is estimated that during the mext
three months we shall need £48,345 and that will
bring the total amount to roughly £50,160. Ag the
addendum further gtates, owing to the uncertainty
regarding the price of flour it is proposed to continue
subsidization on the present basis for a period .of
three months ending on the 30th June, not six months
as usual, and: to reveiw the general question of sub-
sidization at the end of that time. Honourable mem-
bers will recal] the Goyernment’s attitude which was
supported by the majority of the House at the be-
gining of January thig year when the present Agree-
ment with the British Gujana Government was dis-
cussed. Becausp of the price which we had to pay -
for rice.and because of the price which we. had to pay
for flour, at that time, it was considered advisable
that the price of rice and the price of flour should
be close to each other; the price of rice was, there-
fore, fixed at 6 cents per pint and the price of flour
at 7 cents per Ib. Sinece then, the position, as far as
flour is concerned, has given cause for, shall I say,
anxiety. The first eost of flour hag reeently been
subjected to varying fluctuations and it is impossible
to tell, with anything like certainty or even moderate
assurance, the future trend of flour. The Competent
Authority has estimated that on the, basis of the
latest quotation which has been received, the amount
of subsidization required will be 18/8 per bag of
{ 08 lbs. as against an average of 12/3 per bag. during
the past six months—an increase of 50. per cent. Qun
this basis the eost of subsidizing flour for the next
¢ix months will be £67,200, more than we have been
paying to subsidize any other commodity in the past
two or three ysars—at any rate since 1944, 1945 and
the first half of 1946. As honcurable members will
recall, the eost of subsidizing the articles other than
flour, which prevailed in 1944 and 1945 was
roughly £112,0600 and the Government then con-
sidered that that was about as much as it should
spend in this direction.  However, owing to the
arrangements which were made with British
Guiana in respect of a supply of rice, it was thought
adyisable that flour should be added to the schedule.
}?yit ig proposed to add rice or any other article to
/:he schedule, honourable members can well under-

meet the cost of subsidizing the commodities men- ctang what the amount for subsidization ig Jikely to

tioned in, the Schedule hereto to the 30th June, 1947
in order that the prices of these commodities may b
stabilized at such prices as may be fixed by the
Competent Authority. Whatever cur views may be Mr.
Chairman, on the question of subsidisation, whatever
arguments may be repeated as to the necessity
for putting this or that item in the list of subsidized
commodities, honourable members will agree with me,
when I am finished, that thig whole question of sub-
sidization should be examined with very cold, dis-
passionate logic and that we should he:itate before
we rashly attempt to alter_the present list of items
that appear in the schedule. As honourable mem-
bers will see from the addendum, by Resolution No. 1
of the.8th Januany, 1947, the sum -of £55,000 was
provided to sibsidize to the 3lst March, 1947, the
commodities mentioned in the schedule—flour, con-
densed milk, salt fish, salt pork, firewood- and char-
coal; that was the occasion when some honourable
memberg suggested that we should include rice and
workmen’s clothes. The addenduym roes on to state
that the position in regard to the funds provided
by that Resoluition is as follows:—At the 28th Feb-
ruary, 1947, the sum of £45174. 13. 7 hag been speat

become. . It ig with the objeet of keeping present
prices at the reasonable level at which they,. have
been kept for the past six months that the Govern-
ment is asking the House to-day to pass, this Resolu-
tion for a period of only three months until we
know where we are as regards flour and until we
have gonc more thoroughly into the whole question
of what should or should not be subsidized. As
honourable members are aware, Trinidad—I am not
mentioning any other colony for the purpose of copy-
ing what it has done—has considered it advisable
to subsidize flour alone. Such a step by us at the
present moment would almost certainly cause hard-
ship as regards the purchasing of certain com-
modities. For instance, if the cheapest kind of salt
pork were not subsidized, the price would go from
12 cents to 18 cents per 1b. and if salt fish were not
subsidized the price would go from 18c. to 233c. per
1b.., Honourable, members will, therefore, see the
difficulties of rashly changing the present prineiple
op, which ,s}lbsidization is being worked. I will quote
the subsidized and unsubsidized prices of the other
commodities: charcoal 3c. per Ib. subsidized, 3c. per

.

1b. unsubsidized ; the increase of % cent is velrgr little
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but if it is taken off you will be saving only £750;
condensed milk 21e. per tin subsidized, 213c. per tin
unsubsidized,—only a half cent difference bu: you
will be saving only £750 and will be ereating a hayd-
ship, especially when you econsider that a number of
peopie who cannot affor: o buy cows’ ik ceeasion-
ally give their children a couple teaspoonfuis of
condenged milk; firewood 85e. per 100 lbs. subsidized,
89¢. per 100 Ibs. unsubsidized,—here again 4 cents per
100 1bs. is very little bui we would be saving only £41¢
if we put thig item on the list of unsubsidized goods.
I have already mentioned salt fish. The cheapest
salt pork would go from 12¢, to 18ec. per 1b.; the
second grade from 14e. to 22¢, per 1b., the third grade
from 18c. to 23ec. per lb., the fourth grade from 22c.
to 24c. per lb. and the best grade from 24c.
to 31c. per 1b. Flour unsubsidized would go from
Te. to 12¢, per Ib. Those are the ficures for the items
which are at present subsidized and I mneed only
mention those figures to let honourable members ses
—they will pardon me for repeating it but it is
worth while repeating—that you cannot rashly alter
the present prineiple of subsidization. 1t takes
much consideration as to what we have to do in the
future and practically everything we may have to do
in the future will depend on what is going to happen
to the flonr market during the next three months. [
know there is a school of thought that the Govern-
ment should do like Trinidad, that is, subsidize only
flour; that school points out that the cost of fresh fish,
bloaters, mackerel, salmon, and other things is much
above the cost of salt fish and that the cosi of fresh
meat is much above the cost of salt pork and that if the
subsidy was removed, in nearly every case if no: in
everyone the cost of all the articles T have just men-
tioned—fresh meat, bloaters, salmon &c.—would stiil
be higher than the unsubsidized cosi. On the other
hand, <o stop the subsidy now and let the price of flour
jump up 5ec. per 1b., salt fsh 53c. per lb. would be a
pretty rash action on the part of the Government. I
now formally move that this Resolution do now pass.
Mr. BLACKMAN: T beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: I do not think that this Resolu-
tion should go through without a certain amount of
debate. I sympathize wholeheartedly with the pur-
pose of this Resolution, namely, to subsidize certain
commodities so that they will be sold to people g¢
Jower prices than otherwise; also I am in agreemen
that the thingg used more generally, especially for
food, by the poorer classes of the community should
be the items in this schedule. But I am asking that
the question of subsidization be gone into very thor-
oughly by the Government, I think the first Resolu-
tion that came down to this House in respeet of
wubsidization was for £25,000 for a period of six
months; it is now £50,160 for a period of three months,
By that average we are going to have to subsidize to
the tune of £200,000 in the course of a year. I am
wondering, Sir, whether a Resolution of this magni-
tude should be brought to this House and no explan-
ation, so far as the source or sources from which the
the Government intends to raise the money is con-
cerned, is given. We have passed over Annual
Estimates; we are budgeting very eclosely and I
think it is incumbent upon the Government to let us
know how it intends to continue with this subsidiz-
ation. If we did not have a surplug in the Treasury,
we could not contemplate this expenditure. Wha
is worrying my mind is this. Flour wzas not added
to the list until recently and I understand that the
moment we added flour to the list, the flour that was
scarce before came down here so plentifully that
we have it in abundance and that our stocks ave likeiy
to spoil. I am not saying that there is anyrhing

wrong with that. I am glad that that flour ig in
the istand but 1 find it a strange coincidence that the
moment we subsidized flour, we began to get supplies
in such large quancities that our stocks are likely
to spoil. I wention that for serious consideracion
and contemplation by the Government. I know that the
Government will have the explanation to give thatit
s a mer. c¢o-ncidence; probably the ships would not
bo coming for the next three or four months and we
nad beuter get 1t now even if we have 10 run the risk
of its spoiling. On the last occasion I drew to tie
atteniion of the Government that colonieg like Jamai-
ca, Trinidad, and British Guiana had been taking
steps to send a deputation to Canada to tell ithe people
up there that the prices of the stuff they were sending
down here are too high for the wages of the people
in these parts. Well, Sir, I think thas Barbados
should be included. As a matter of fact across the
table of this House I was told that we were included
and that we are going to be represented by Professor
Beaseley. I do not know what has come out of it.
1 find, Sir, that in Trinidad, a ricéh colony which will
be able to subsidize foodstuffs with revenue obtained
from the sugar industry or the oil industry—we can
subsidize with revenue from only one source—was.
anxious about being included in the Wheat Agree-
ment with the United Kingdom. I understand that
the British West Indies not being represented ai all
or being represented by somebody in the United
Ningdom has put us at a disadvantage. I am warn-
ing the Government that it seems to me that the
method of subsidization in this country can hecome
: a racket. The moment that the people in Canada
know you are subsidising these things, the prices are
going up. T understand that in Canada they are
controlling the export quantity but the price is
not  controlled and T think that {is some-
thing of which we should also take a serious
view. Those people ghould be told that we
are not going to subsidize a high standard of
living in Canada, and automatically, lower the
standard of living of the pecple in Barbados.
It does not matter how you subsidize these articles,
this money is coming out of the people of this country;
if they do not pay for it in flour, they have to pay
for it in something else. You compel a man to wear
clothes but you cannot compel him to eat food; he
can die of starvation and probably some of us do.
However, T mention that in passing. My contention is
that T gee countries who are more able to bear expendi-
Nire of this sort taking steps to see that the people
o ship these goods to them are told that the people
whom the goods are shipped ave not getting wagss
to pay for them. Those people are willing to send
us flour and yet they refuse to employ West Indians.
on the ships that bring the flour here; they are
allowed to put the price of flour up and up and they
look forward to our subsidizing it. The day the
Treasury balance is gone, the price of flour may be
15c. per 1b. but this subsidization will have to be
stopped. I do not think the Government would
sttempt to raise Customs Duties for the purpose;
it is going to have to raise the money from
Income Tax and it will mean a doubling of the
income tax rates to get £200,000 a year more. I ask
; whether you think we ean stand that. This country
! ig one that likes to say that Trinidad cap do
thig thing but Trinidad, I believe. took lots of
money from its merchants by way of an Excess
Profits tax and its Government can afford to spend
it in this way. We cannot afford to spend it in this
way. The people from whom the money should have
been taken for this purpose have been left with it and
they are not going to suffer, whatever the prices are;
they are going to be able to feed themselves and their
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families and stil] show good profity a: the end of the
year. You can take it from me that this money is
going to come out of the people who are eating the
flour. The normn! price of flour is 8c. or 10c. and
you eannoi mainiain the prineciple of subsidization
when the price of the article is a normal one.
It means that von are subsidizing the wages of the
pecple here; that 1s all that yon are doing. You are
allewing people to wo:k for others for small wuges
and are subsidizing those wage. in this wayv: that
is what it amounts to. I am saying that it is neces
sary to bring the cost of living down. I should like
to Tiear how this scheme is going to be financed. 1
should like to hear if any representation has been
made to the people in Canada to reduce the priee
of flour. How are you going to keep up this subsidi-
zation? I say that the surplus in the Barbados Treas-
ury has been taken from people least able to pay
taxes. I am agking some subsequent speaker for the
Government to tell me why Barbados was left out of
the scheme to send somebody to Canada to discuss
priceg generally. There is another point I should like
to mention for the information of the Government
and it is this. T find, in looking through some statis-
tics—I have them here—printed by the Canadian
(lovernment themselveg that over a period of five
vears—1935 to 1939 finclusive—Barbados had a
favourable trade balance with Canada amounting to
10,213,083 Canadian dollars. Those are things in
which it will be good for the members of the Gov-
ernment to take an interest because the high prices of
goods shipped here from Canada might be a means of
squaring this up; all those things count in the legit-
imate manipulation of trade. I am anxious, Sir, that
the cost of living should come down. There is n>
member of this House who iz more anxious about
that than myself and I feel that it is time we help
the people in ways in which we can really help them,
It is #rue that in a certain way this does not
apply to the poorest class, but free secondary
education is a permanent help to the people. I
am glad for the assurance of the senior member
for St. Joseph that this question of subsidization
ig going to be gomne into by the Covernment and
that we can look forward to hear at the end of the
next three months what it is going to do. T am going
to counsel the senior member for St. Joseph that it
is time the people representing labour in these colo-
nies convene a Conference on matters of this sort. |
et us leave Federation alone for the time being and/
let us see that the people who are shipping us goods;
understand that they are putting lower and lower the
standard of living in this place when they send those
soods at prices we cannot pay; we are automatically
maintaining a high standard of living for them -
Well, Sir, I havs seen it stated in print that the Bax-
bados Government ig to be blamed for the high cost
of living in this place. The charge has only been
laid but I have not seen the evidenoe, so I am warn-
g the Government that that i what it is going to
be told. There are such things ag bulk purchasing
that puts up the price of the commodity to peopls;
there is mo getting away from that; that has besn
proved beyond the shadow of a doubt. I am hoping
that the Government will endeavour to see
free purchasing, in the interest of the people,
is the best control. Import control, after anv
emergency hag passed, is a dangerous principle; it is
open to manipulation by pesple and it is not easy
for people who are not acquainted with it from acguzl
experience to see the danger and it is time that we
get back to a little free trade, so far ag the importa-
tion of goods ig concerned. Let those people who do

1

the importing compete with one another. Let us control

i the prices at which they bring the goods in and

at which they sell them and if they are controlled in
that way, they are going to see to it that they ge:
cheap guods bcecauge that iy the way they will make
money. But if you continue to subsidize the goods
of people who have allocations but no priee control,
yvou are doing absclutely nothing. Ag a matter of
tact, the very method of subsidization will cause you
t0 pay more for the goods than you whould pay. I
like to mention these things because this matter is
giving me a great deal of thought. I am gcing io
vote for this Resolution but I repeat that I see action
heing taken by other colonies on belalf of their
inhabitants to bring to the notice of the exporters in
Canada that the prices of the goodg which they send
them are too high but I do not see similar action
being taken here,

Mr. GARNER enters the House during the course
of Mr. Lewis’s speech and takes hig seat.

ME. BRANCKER tnters the Liouse anda takes s
seat.

Mr, ¥. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chdirman,—Un the
last occasion — this is a colncidence — 1 spoke 1n
this House, 1t wag on the question of subsidization
and after listening to the junior member for ihe
City 1 must say vhat there are many pownts in hig
speech to whieh attention can be paid but, in the
main, his argument was not logical. He staried by
saying that you must do something to keep the cost
of living down; then he went on to suggest that
subsidization such as it iy now is wrong, owing to
the high prices of certain commodities which we are
recelving from outside. I would like to say, Mr.
Chairman, that we ..hould be realistic; no amount of
sentimental gush will enable us to solve our economic
problem. Barbadog is not a world in itself; it is
predominantly a colony that depends upon the im-
portation of goods; it is not the only colony that
imports goods from Canada or any other part of the
world. I agree that if an economic delegation is
going from these colonies to Canada or Great Britain
or the United States to speak about prices, Barbados
should be represented but that in itsclf cannot solve
the problem or should not cause us to say that
Cgpada or the United States is going to lower the
}%es of its commodities. You must first assess
©ow much you are importing from the colonies to
pe able to boycott them. The honourable member

. referred to the ten million dollars (Canadian Cur-

rency) of trade which Barbados did with Canads
in five years but $10,000,000 is infinitesimal, as far
as Canada is concerned. We Hhave to do
things to lower the cost of living and I
feel that subsidization is a means of lowering the
cost of living for the people. The honourable mem-
ber talks about free trade and I want to issue a
warning to him as & man in business. There is a
small minority in this island who have ruled things
for a number of years and they are now partners
owning most of the businesses in thig place; each
helongs to the other and when he speaks of free
trade, there is no free trade in ity proper sense in

Barbados. You have the Commission merchants with
whom the other merchants are all friendly:
they meet at the same dinner tables and

discuss matters. You go to Da Costa & Co., then
to Harrison’s next door and when you go through
the names of the principals what do vou find? Ome
is a Director here; his brother is a Secretarv there
and his friend or unele is filling another key position in
one of their other businesses. 'Where then do you find
vourself when you talk about free trade in Barbados?
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I feel that a measure of control must be placed upon |

merchants in this colony by those whe represent the
workingelass people,—people whom the present min-
ority failed to reprevent before and is now making
s,poyadic attempts to come here and use all their sub-
tleties to make the people believe that they are inter-
ested in them. This is 1947 and those of us who have
the opportunity to help others who have never been
helped before must resist as strongly as we can, in
order to prevent this minority from using its sub-
tleties effectively. We do mot subsidize clothing and
what is the result? The prices of clothing have
gone up and are going up and I must say to the
Junior member for the City that he knows ag well as
I do that prices in the world are not geared by
whether Barbados is going to give subsidies or not;
that is elementary. The Canadian people will not
wait to see if Barbados is really going to give a sub-
sidy to decide what price they are going to ask for
their flour. When the honourable member speaks
about income tax—and I do not know whom he meang
when he says that you cannot tax them more—T am
wondering if the junior member for the City is eon-
vinced that we have reached the limit of taxing all
those in this colony who can be taxed because it
would be a very happy omen if we reached the stage
at which we can say to those who have sweated
labour for many many years ‘‘you were bad fellows
in the past but we cannot go on ‘to tax you anyv
more.”’ The lonourable member’s remark that you
cannot tax them more is vague. In any event we
know that the money with which subsidization is
paid for is the people’s money but we also know that
if you allow prices to go up, poor men and women
will find it very difficult to buy salt fish at 23} ets.
per 1b. No man can go into the Treasury and get
a cent saying that it is his money but when the prize
of a commodity is lowered, the merchant must seil
that commodity cheaper. We must have a system of
control. Some of us are anxious to get rid of con-
trolg because they seem to woiry certain people but
as long as we are dealing with other human beings
we definitely need a system of eontrol. In Barbados
everybody knows one another and everybody has pet
friends but the poor must always suffer because they
cannot pay for the things they need. To a lagge
extent, the honourable memberd and myself a

agreed on certain fundamentals; we may differ i
the matter of details and my point of view may no
strike him in the same manner ag it strikes me. 1f
we agree that a better system of subsidizauion should
be dostituted, let us go into that but do mot
let us say what other people in a subtle way
would like us to say, that is, controls must go.
They do not resist certain controls but vesist
others because they find that they cannot be free and
untrammelled. If we do not subsidize, what is the
othér alternative? The other alternative ig that
we will have to start processing factories and see if
we cannot get from that source some of the things
which we now import, but to think of telling people
ih Canada that you are not buying their goods st
their priceg because you will bé keéping their stand-
ard of living highei tHdn it is here, is not realistic.
As T said, whatever we feel or do we must be
realistic. We must look #t ourselves as we are and
not higher than we dre &hd that is the only way we
cati legislate for thé good of the people. )

Mr. LEWIS: I would like to take this (i{ppor-'
tunity to reply to a few of the voints of theé Honourdble
member who has just $dt down. The honourable
memhbsF doey fiot kriow that the object of control is to

keep the busiress in the hdhds of a féiv people. The

honourdable member does not know that guoias for
the importation of flour are decided on between
certain friendg and that there are cheap brands of
flour that can be imported by small importers who
are kept out altogether. The honourable member
asks ug to be realistic. I clalm that there is no man
on earth who is more realistic than I am; there is no
senciment with me. When I talked about the income
tax I particularly said that 1 cannet pay any
more and I know a good many people who will not
be able to pay double what they are paylng now and
to get £200,000 extra you have to double the rates of
inecome tax. I am being realistic there. You showid
not drive small importers out of business and that
must of necessity happin when there is control of
importations. Not only that; no new ones can start
business. There are many small importers who would
be surprised to hear the honourable memb:r, who is
supposed to be representing the small man, say that
he would continue with this form of control. If you
leave a certain amount of competition between people
who import these goods, I tell you that you are obliged
to get them into this country cheaper. Does the
aopourable member mnot think that if Barbados,
Jamaica, Trinidad, British Guiana, the Windward
and Leeward Islandg join together and go and tell
the Canadian exporters that the West Indies are not
going to import their flour they will not sit up and
take notice? They will sit up and take notice quickly
enough because you can import flour from other
places. I am telling you to act on my snggestion first
and find out if voun ecannot get the flour at a cheaper
price; then you can explore other channels, linkinz
vourselves up with the other colonies for thiz particu-
lar purpose. Don’t have your Liabour Conference an

discuss Federation while the people have to pay more
for the food they have to eat. Try and be :calistic.
The present necessity is to get eheap food for the
people and not allow other people to dump goods
on you at any price. People in Canada know that it
will not be a futile effort to send perscns on a mission

to them to discuss the question of prices; only thz

people of Barbados know that. Mr, Chairman, other
colonies have made the effort to get things cheaper.
Barbados feels that it sufficiently rich and thinks
that it hag sufficient money that it can subsidize in-
definitely whatever is sent to it at whatever price. I
sav that ‘hat is dangerous., It is the ordinary man in
the street who Hag to provide this money for sub-

Asidization, whether he does so directly or indircetly

1 the profits that businesses make through his buying
from them. I know that to be a fact.

Mr. WILKINSON: Mr. Chairman,—I agree to
some :extent with the last speaker but I cannoi foliow
lim right through. First of all, T would like to ap-
peal to the senior member for St. Joseph—it is tov
late to-day—to do in future what he did on the last
oceasion when the question of thie subsidization of
these commodities was discussed by this House. You
will remember,. Sir, that on the last occasion-—some-
time in November—when we had this same subsid-
ization question before us, the honourable member
kindly cireulated, a week before, papers showing the
cost of each item with and without subsidy. It is
true that he has to-day read the comparative figures
but you, Sir, as much as anybody else realize that you
cannot always hear well in this Chamber and further,
vou cannot make calenlations at the same time other
people are talking. Now, Sir, as regards the gen-
eral question of subsidization I am very glad that the
Government is going into it thoroughly to see what 's
to be the policy in future. Tt seems to me that at
the moment we have no poliey. On the last oceasion
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in November we were told that if flour was not sub-
sidized, the price per lb. would be 10c; the
locally controlled price is now 7c. per 1b, and I under-
stand the senior member for St. Joseph to say that
if flour was not subsidized the price to-day would be
12 eentg per Ib. ‘Well now, Sir, I agree with the sub-
s1d1zat10n of ecertain artlcles that are essential to
the life of the people but I tell you, Sir,—I know you
are going to smile—that we do not have in this
schedule all the items which should be there. Rige
should be included in the list. The price of rice per
pint was increased 50% and I repeat, at the risk of
beng considered tircsome, that from the information
I have received the people of this country look upon
rice ag a more important article of food than flour.
Well, Sir, it is now proposed under this scheme
to subsidize flour—if I am correct from what I have
heard—by another 2 cents per lb. I am suggesting
t0 the members of the Government that it will be
a wider sct on their part and will datisfy our
people more, if they let the price of flour go up 2
centg per lb. and wuse the money resulting
therefrom to subsidize rice. As I said befors,
those figures were read to us and I have not
had time' to caleulate from them the amount of
money it will take to subsidize rice; but from the
figures given to us last November it was estimated
that the sum of £96,000 would be required to keep the
subsidized price of rice at 4 cents per pint for a year
and if the price wag fixed at 5c. per pint, the cost
would be £48,000 for a year. We are budgeting now
for only three months and ag the junior member for
the City has said, we are really subsidizing at. the
rate of £200,000 per annum; that is what it looks
like. Unfortunately, as regards flour, we appear o
be in the hands of the speculators. If honour-
able members have been reading, they will have
discovered that it is expected that there will be a
very fine wheat crop in Canada and Europe, provided
Nature does not intervene and there is some calamity;
but there i is a eertain amount of flour available until
that crop is reaped and the decontrol of prices will
mean that certain speculators will buy the stuff and,
ag the junior member for the City has said, if Bar-
bados wants it we must buy it at the price which
they ask. That is wrong and I do not think we should
be a party to speculation in what is necessary to keep
eople ahve I now. fol,mally bgg to move t];xat the
word “‘rice ¥ be inserted after the words ¢ condense/‘
milk” in the schedule. If we had more time or we’ .
given the figures beforehand I would be able, I thi’ &
to glve some exact figures as_to what it will cost! 0
subgldlze rice by increasing the price of flour by 2
centg per 1b, ]
Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,—The junior
member for St. James says ‘‘Put two cents on ﬂour
take it off Tice and you will still effect a saving’
Well, Sir, T am not a mathematician but I canno? sce
what the honourable member has suggested taking
place. Anyhow, my little 1nte111gence tells me that
if we want to keep down the cost of living for the
poor man, we have to contlnue to subsuhze thege
commodities. I do not think ‘that Barbados i big
snough to make its econ0m1e pos1t10n felt in Canada
by telling Canada ‘‘if you continue to sell us flour at
a high price we will. have to cease subsidizing it.”’
I do not thlnk ’chat will. have any effect on
the Canadlan exporters Barbados is onlv a drop
in the ocean, so far as the nnportatlon of flour
from Canada js eoncelned and our telling them that
Wou'f& not ‘make theém alter their price of flour. But
the main thing T wish to speak about is this and it
was hinted at by the junior member for St. Peter. I

want to advise the government to institute a form of

rationing for condensed milk, so that the poor people
who are not able w0 buy fresh cows’ milkk will be able
t0 get condensed milk for their children. Day after
day I hear people complain that they are unable o
buy fresh cows’ milk and even if they are able to buy
‘it they cannot get it and I have it from a reliable
source that when a shipment of condensed milk comes
here, a case ig sent to this big man or that blg man
“and the poor people for whom it is intended get very
little of it. I am sure that we would like to have
strong babies in this country but mothers,
owing to a lack of proper nourishment, are mnou
able to nurse their babies and when they try to get a
little milk they cannot get it. I think that is a matter
“which the Government should look into and gee that
“a portion of the condensed milk which comes: to this
island is earmarked for the people who cannot afford
to buy fresh cows’ milk.
: Mr. CRAWEFORLD: There are one or two aspecis
cof this maiter whiel have arisen aurilng the course
‘of tnig debate on which L should like to make my
-podiion as clear as possile. 1 am not quite sure
‘whiether or not it is being suggested by certain hon-
iourable members that we should dlSLOIlLlnuc sub-
sidization. Apparently, for insiance, the JUIIIOI'
tmember for the City 1s noc quite sure in his mind
whether or not the colony can aftord to continue it.
- Well now, speaking personally, subsidization is, i
my opinion, the most eﬁ‘eetlve means devised by the
United Kingdom and the Commonwealth of Nations
for keeping the cost of living as low as possible, con-
sidering the conditions which arose out of the War.
' Subdidization and its allied system of price control
are easily the two most efficient measures for keeping
the price of the essential commodities within the reacn
of the average working classes in colonies such ao
this; they are the only sure means of protecting the
national economy. The alternative would be. to in-
crease wages every time there is an inerease in thiz
coct of essential commodities and that, as you know,
ig almost practically. impossible and Would also lead
to inflation with. all its disastrous conseéquences. So
that if we are viewing the matter as carefully as we
should we shall have to eontinue subsidization so long
as these abnormal conditions obtain. Perhaps it is
true to say that ag a local policy we have never gone
far enough. We have, throughout the war years,
gsubsidized only imported essential commodities, al-

/ though the suggestion has been made, I think by the

senior menfber for Christ Church, that,we go further
‘and extend some sort of aid to 1oea11y produced food-
stuffs; that was done in British Guiana., During the
last four years, British Guiana spent about $6,000,000,
if my figures are correct, on subs1d1zat1on they got
assistance, I think, with about $2,000,000 from the
Tmperial Treasury but they embark/ed on a scheme
for keeping the prices of imported essential commod-
ities down at the same time as they assisted foodstuffs
.produced in the colony and I believe that we would
have been better advised in this country if we had also
endeavoured to assist the production of loeal food-
stuffs at the expense of subsidized imported, commod-
ities. T know that the planters claim ﬂ’l&t dur‘mg the
war years they lost money on ground proﬂslons——'pot-
atoes, yams and produce like thOSe——a,nd Slr, it is not
@111pr1%1no* that, eonqldermw the . merchagts of this
out the war years all ‘rhe money voted for this
purpose was expended in the direction which would
be most beneficial to the mercantile community. "t
the expensa of the planting eommunltv ‘Whatever
makes me think of this mare foreibly is the allegation
by the junior memher fog the City that this questlovx
mav easily degenerate into a racket and I have
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been thinking for the last half-hour that with onr appreciable inerease in the amouni we are going
present system of subsidization we are really playing to spend on subsidization. The figures given by the
the game of the merchants in the country who domin- senior member for St. Joseph disclose a very slight
ate the Control Board. What we are doing here increase in the cost price of several of these commodi-
to-day, if we are to face the :eality of the situation, ties if they were not subsidized but, fortunately, the
ig their proposal and I think, Sir, I need a little more consumption of those commodities is so small that
time to consider it carefully. I do think tha. if we were to fail to subsidize them, the amount so
when we expend the money proposed on the sun- saved would not be of any app:eciable quantity;
sidization of flour at the complete expense of rice, | so we may as well continue with the subsidization
we are also playing the game of the merchants to a of them. I do feel that there is a great deal in the
greater extent. Let us view the matter carefally, Sir. | jnsinuation by the junior member for the City that we
If we refuse to peg the price of flour at its present | have not investigated as fully as we should whether
fevel, what is going to happen? Lers flour will be | or not in this whole policy of subsidization wg are
sold bgeause if flou: is sold at 7 centg per 1b, now and : net being made the pawns of a handful of merchants
the price goes up to 12 cents per 1b. pesple are going = who dominate the Control Board.

to buy less flour. Flour is not a complete essentizl Mr. SPRINGER: Mr. Chairman,—The essence
commodity. If rice is sold at 4 ets. or 8 cfs. per | of the matter before us (and may I remind the Com-
pint, the consumption would be always the same mittee that the debate is on a Resolution to provide
because the workingman must have his rice and I additional funds for the purpose of subsidizing certain
defy any member of this community who knows items of food), has been pre.ty well expressed in .he
anything about his country to tell me differently. [f early part of the spcech of ‘he honourable member who
vou inecrease the selling price of flour you are going hag just sat down, The suggestion made by the junior
to have immediately a decrease in the consumption member for the City that times are normal in the
of flour; therefore, there is going to be les. flout | world of trade I do not find acceptable at all. I think
sold and these fellows who dominate the Contrsl = it will be agreed that it will be difficult to be satisfied
Board are going to make less money by way of com- | {hat a system of subsidization of particular items
mission. If the price of flour was fixed at 10 cents ; in the way we do it is a part of normal conditions,
per 1b. the merchants will sell less flour | although I wiil not say that wubsidization in any form
bu: if rice was smbsidized at 4 cents per pin' | must necessarily arise only in abnormal times
and the price went up to 6 cents per pint, not a | For example, one of the basic principles of balancect
bag less will be sold. Therefore, it has been running ' community economy, as distinet from a laissez faire
through my mind during the last half hour that capitalist one, is ihat if there are certain commeodi-
when we increase the price of rice by 50 per cent ties whose produection is always going to be sought
for which they know they have a shert market, and ' and whos: profits are high but are mot necessities
at the same time subsidise flour, all we are doing is ' all the same, and other commodities which are neees-
playing their game. I believe we should be well | sities but the profits from them not so large, the
advised even to-day, to go into thig matter a little ;| Government will be advised to lift some of the
more thoroughly because people, T am sure, Sir, can get | excessive profits from the profitable luxury condi-
all the flour they want but not all the rice and I believe | modities and maintain, through diffieult times, the
that we may be adopting a policy of more advantage | less profitable but necessary commodities. We know
to the workingelasg in this country if we were to | ourselves how in England and in other countries at
take steps immediately to spend some of the money | certain periods production—of coal, for instance—has
which we are spending on flour on rice. I am not |3 vaned because the profits from that production
opposing the Resolution—naturally, 1 agreed to it in | and the wages paid have not been sufficiently at-
Executive Committee and I intend to support it — |tractive either to induce the capitalist or the
but these are thoughts that oceur to me during the | vwvorker and concurrently with that, the same
debate and I state them for what they are worth. I workers leaving tha‘ necessary but no so profit-
certainly do feel that we would not be going Qable indusiry and going to make o’her article: which
far wrong if we do not push this matter to e community can very well do without. But
to its coneclusion to-day and appoint a Seleet Com- far as the present Resolution is concerned, none
mittee to go into it more carefully or go through ths those questions arise. The times are still abnor-
figures and discover if, ag suggested, we can subsi- { mal and we are faced with that position to-day.
dize rice at the expense of a slight inerease in | The honourable member has given the Government
the price of flour within the ambit of the amount | credit for not asking for six months’ supply and for
mentioned in this Resolution. I am not prepared, | promising to review the whole situation and the posi-
Sir, to go any further and suggest that we should | tion to-day is that we have to decide whether, from the
increase the amount we are spending on subsidization. | Ist April, 1947, which is already past, we are going
1 am not doing that because beariny in mind other | to maintain the price of flour at 7 cents per lb., along
commitments, especially in the field of social and | with the price of other items, rather than to allow
economic reform, I do not think we can afford to | them to make a leap in the majority of ecases. During
spend any more in this particular direction. But | the course of his remarks, .the Jupior member for the
when you hear it suggested that it is possible to do | City suggested that there is some connection between
both of these things within the amount we are allo- | the increased importation tp-day of ﬂqur and its
cating for subsidization T think we would be pursu- | being put on the subsidized list. I was in charge of
ing the right track if we adopted the principle sug- the Resolutlop that was sent doyvn b}‘r the last Go.ve'rn—
gested to the fullest possible extent. What I should ; ment, not this one, in connection with _t]ge subsidiza-
also like to emphasize to the members of this Commit- | tion of certain commodities and the position then was
tee is this. The increase in the cost of subsidization | that there was no cornmeal in the island but there
while in a way due to the increase in the price of these | Wa% flour. Rice was i short supply; we had not
essential commodities, is also due to the resolve of the | et had a con‘ract with Demerara for a supply of
Canadian dollar in parity with the U.S.A. dolar | rice and money that was voted for subsidizing corn-
and as that is a matter of fairly recent oceurrence, meal was not bemg used for that purpose. Flour
it must be borne in mind that the result will be an | Was coming in but it was not yet put in the schedule
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and on the suggesiion of the genior member for St.
Michael the House made that proposal. It actually .
had been considered by the Government before, as
is usnally the case; but, nevertheless, before the
Government took the declsion, the honourable member
made the mention in the House and as a result of that,
the House agreed to put flour in the schedule. We
were very. fortunate that it was done because imme-
diately after that, the price of flour skyrocketed and
when the Govermmment came back tor the money we
found that we had to.increasz the vote in order to
keep the priee of flour within bounds. The only basis
of the argument for spending more money on other
itemg and less money on flour is an assumption made
by the scnior member for St. Philip. He admits that
it is an assumption at present—an assumption that
it is a diabolicai plot on the part of merchants who
exercise a nefarioug influene: over the Control Board
to keep flour subsidized in order that more flour
+un be imported, based upon the further assumpiien
1bat if you raise the v)rivo of flvur j.eople would stop
buying flour to makp niseaig nnd dumuplings and so
en and the:e is very httle evidence to support that
suggestion. I am not going into that now. [ would

have to debate it with the honourable member on |

some subsequent occasion. But there is mo nted to

suggest that there is any oblique motive on the paﬂ’
of anybody in this matter. Obviously it conld not
affect the Executive Committee because the honoura-
ble member himself wag present at the diseussion in
Executive Committee and agreed to the Resolution
before us. The simple faet is that we have mnc
control over the price charged by the people who
sell flour in Canada.” Now that brings me to another
point made by the junior member for the City.
Britain made a Wheat Agreement with Canada not
long ago which provides for the importation of flour
from Canada to England at a fixed price but the
Canadian Government did not agree to include the
West Indies in that Agreement. Now the question as
to whether the West Indies made any effort is a
matter of opinion. The junior member for the City
says that they made no attempt; he has no means
of supporting that statement, I suggest that they
did not succeed. It is easy for anyone to cay that
somebody did or did not do something that we can-
not say is true or not, The British Government did
not compel the Canadian Governnient to sell flour
to the West Indies; that is the position.
fact i§ that a certain quantity of flour was earf
marked by the Canadian Government to be solg
to the British Government at a certain priee
and the C(Canadian Government kept that flour
for that purpose. While we are dpeaking about
flour we should not forget to express our appreciation
of the goodwill flour which was given to this island
free of cost during the war years by the Canadian
Government. The people of this island did get that
flour in those years for nothing because the money
that would have been used for that purpose was
used in helping to keep the price of other items
down, The junior member for the City also spoke
about the delegation that went to Canada from other
West Indian Colonies in connection with this Wheat

‘Agreement but if the honourable member had been i , vear, and we would certainly be wrong to put the

able to prove that as a result of that delegation,
the price of flour to Jamaica, Trinidad, and British
Guiana has been reduced in relation to the price
charged to Barbados, he would have been -quite
justified in remonstratlno- with this Government for
not having sent a representative from Barbados on
that delegation. The fact ig that we have no worse

The /

conditions thar any other colony in the Caribbean
area. Ag far as flour is eoneerned, the price fluctuates
every week, sometimes twice a week. The people
who bought the stocks of flour that were not allocated
by the Canadian Government to the British Gov~
ernment had to buy in the open market, no agree-
ment having been entered into on our behalf, any
that is why the price fluctuates o frequently.

think, however, that the House should be cheered
to know that the present information is that this
high price of flour will not last a: the result of the
trade talks now going on . There is a likelihood
that an agreement will he reached which will result
in keeping the price of flour substantially lower
than it is now. Anyhow, that is by the way but it will
help the honourable member to understand that we
will be able to see a little more daylight. ag far as
financing this expensive scheme is concerned. I, of
course, agree with him entirely that we do not wish
to carry on import control any longer than is ne-
cessary. There is no desire on the part of the Gov-
ernment, or even the Government Department
coneerned, to keep it on. \Iobody likes the job to
control imports oy prices. It is very difficult tp
retain the services of people who do thig work and
the Government doe: not like to be saddled with the
responsibility of keeping on these controls. He may bhe
right in saying that it suits businessmen but I do not
think it is desirable to carry on the control of imports
or exports except in cases of necessity. Ag far as
bulk purchase is concerned, we have to earry on-that
because the British Government tells us we have
to bulk purchase; the moment they say we should.
not bulk purchase, it automatically ceases. We work
on instructions we receive from the British Govern-
ment. It may be said that it it unsatisfactory but
in no Department is everything satisfactory. When
it comes to price control I am at one with him. Price
Control Boards should remjain as long as it is of
advantage to the people of Barbados. When we
bear in mind what the junior member for St. Peter
has said about the monopoly of control of business
in this island through family relationships and other
reasons, we have to be very careful before we abandon
the question of price eontrol. Now the junior
member for St. James spoke in the opposite sense
i]o the junior member for the City. The junior mem-
“per for the City was a little hesitant about continuing
this subsidization on finaneial grounds.
member for St. James says ‘‘On the contrary
continue <t. I do not care what it costs’
and that is very cheering coming from - him.
We know the reason. IHe wants to extend it by
adding rice to the sechedule. The only point
about that is this. I do not think that there c¢an
be any case made out for the suggestion of {aking
a penny off rice and putting it on flour. I do not
think that it would be reasonable to sell rice at 4
cents per pint and flour at 9 cents per Ilb.
It has been said that people do not eat a considerable
quantity of flour but normally they do eat as much
flour as rice. The figures which were given on the
last occasion show that about 9,500 tons of each of
the two commodities are consumed in the course of

The junior

price of one at 4 cents per pint and the price of the
other at more than twice that amount per lb.; the
_disparity will be too great.

At thig stage, 2 p.m., Mr. Speaker resumes the -
Chair and adjourns the House until 245 pm. in
accordance with Rule 40 (a).
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REPLIES LAID.

On re-assembling,

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker—1] beg to lay
on the table of the House the Replies to Questions
No. 21 standing in the name of the honourable junior
.member for St. Lucy.

Mr. SPRINGER: 1 beg to lay the Replies tc
Questions No. 10 (a) and the Replies to Questions
Ne. 33, both standing in the name of the honourable
junior member for St. Lucy.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (A).

Mr. ADAMS: 1 ask leave to move for the sus-
pension of Rule 61 (a) in order to resume Govern-
ment Business, namely, the consideration of the Reso-
lution with which we were dealing to-day.

Mr. WILKINSON: 1 object.

Mr. SPEAKER: An objection having been
taken, I will put the question. The question is that
leave be granted the honourable member to move
for the suspension of Rule 61 (a) in order to resume
Lovernment Business. Honourable members in
favour of that will please say ‘‘Aye” those against
will please say ‘“No’’. I think the ‘*Ayes’’ have it.

A division was taken as follows:—

Ayes: Dr. Cummins, Messrs Ramsay, FosTer,
MApp, SPrINGER, ApAMs, BrackmaN, CRAWFORD and
GARNER—(9).

Noes: Messrs Brancker, Tarma, HAynes,
Dowbpinag, GALE, S. A. WALcoTT and WILKINsoN—(T).

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been resolved
in the affirmative, nine honourable members voting
‘“Ayve’’ and seven honcurable members voting ‘‘No.”
The honourable member may therefore make the
motion, '

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (a)
be now suspended in order to resume Government
Business.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

" The question that Rule 61 (a) be now suspended
in order to resume Government Businesg was put
and resolved in the affirmative.

The following division was taken:—

Ayes: Mesors RamMsay, Syrra, F. L. WALcorT
Cox, FostEr, Marp, SPRINGER, ApAMS, BLACKMAN,
Crawrorp and Dr, Cummins—I11.

Noes:  Messrs BRANCKER, GArNer, TaLwma,
Haynms, DowpiNg, GALE, S. A. Warcorr and WIL-
KINSON—S,

Mr. SPEAKER: The question hag been resolved
in the aflirmative, eleven honourable members voting
““Aye’’, and eight honourable members voting ‘‘No’’.
However, the Rule cannot be suspended, twelve hon-
ourable members not having voted for its suspension.

DISSATISFACTION AMONG COUNTRY SHOP-
KEEPERS OVER MARGIN OF
PROFIT ALLOWED

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker,—I beg to move the
adjournment of the House for five minutes for the
purpose of discussing the Replies given to my Ques-
tions No. 19 relative to the margin of profit allowed
the country shopkeepers. Honourable members will
remember that the Questiong were :

Is the Government aware that the country shop-
keepers are dissatisfied with the margin of profit al-
}pwed them by the Competent Authority, especially
an view of the high cost of freight and the increase in
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their staffs made necessary by the 42-houy week im-
posed by the Shops Order?

Will the Government investigate the position and
make such adjustments as may be necessary fo
produce an equitable arrangement? :

The Government replied as follows:—

The Government is aware that some country
shopkeepers are dissatisfied with the margin of profis
allowed. It is mnot, however, feasible to differenti-
ate between the profits permitted in and outside the
City; and the number of applications for quotay on
record from shopkeepers who have started new
shops within the past two years indicates that the
total number of shops is increasing, and suggests
that the existing arrangements previde little dis-
couragement to the retail trade. The Controller of
Food Supplies and Prices has the matter constant'y
under review and from time to time when attention
has been drawn to items on which profits allowed
were maladjusted, the matter has been ecorrect-
ed by the Controller of Focd Supplies and Prices in
consultativn with his Advisory Committee, :

Mr. Speaker, I cannot understand this Reply:
up to now, it baffles me. I am wondering if the
members of the Government have seen it at all.
(Laughter). They say in the first instance, thatit is
not feasible to differentiate between the profits
permitted in and outside the City; and the number
of applications for quotag on record from shop-
keepers who have started new shops within the pas:
two years indicates that the total number of
shops is increasing, and guggests that the ex-
isting arrangements provide little discouragemert
to the retail trade. How on earth could ihat be
true when not long ago we passed a Land Bill
which dealt with the price of land within, I think,
two miles of the City? And here they gay that
it is mnot feasible to differentiate between ihe
profits permitted the City and the country shopkeep-
ers. The country shopkeeper has to pay the same
price for his goods as the City shopkeeper. The
merchant sends the goods to the City shopkeeper
free of the cost of the freight, but the country shop
keeper has to pay the cost of the freight of his goods
Of course, some of theé merchants own motor lorries
and they send the goods to the country shopkeeper

t a eost of 1% for freight., That is very cheap.
ut there are other merchants who do not have any

ansport for the goods, and the country shopkeeper
has to pay for the transport of his goods. Th>
price for the transport of goods ranges between twelve
and eighteen cents per hundred. When you have
to pay for a bag of sugar, it costs you 36 cents.
whereas if the merchant sends it, it will cost you only
10 cents. I had occasion to speak with Dr. Saint
in connection with the matter and he told me that
there is a certain amount of profit allocated to the
merchant for the transport of these goods and that
helps him to charge only 1% for it. The country shop-
keeper has to pay the ccst of transport to the mer-
chant and the merchant who does not pay any trans-
por: gets a margin of profit on the price of the
goods! That is not fair to the country shopkeeper;
he loses because he is allowed only about 65 cents
profit and a bag of suzar, and when he pay 36 cents
for the transport he is left with only about 1/-. The
country shopkeeper hag to pay his attendants, and
then there is the question of shortage; if you do not
have any scale at home to test the weight, your
profit will be taken out on the road. Dr Saint has
told me that the shopkeeper is allowed a profit on
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the empty bags of as high as 30 cents, but since that
price was fixed, no shopkeeper has received more

g~ than 12 cents for one of these bags! Dr. Saint has

said that the shopkeeper can get 30 cents for a bag,
but he:does not say where he can get that price
for it. The shopkeeper can get 20 centg for a bag
if it is clean and whole, but there are rats about the
place. The Competent Authority has allowed a profit
of 30 cents on an empty bag when you can only get 20
centg for it! I have already said that I do not know
if the members of the Government have seen 1lis
Reply. I know that cne of them has admitted that the
country shopkeepers only get the barrel the box and
the bag as profit, but now we cannot get the barrel,
the box or the bag.(Laughter) That is why I am
wondering whether this Reply has caught the eyes
of that honourable memher. The Government have
said in their Reply that the total number of shops is
increasing. The number of shops is increasing because
soma of, the poor people who went to America came
back with a few dollars, they did not know in what
to invest the money and they decided that they would
ihrow it away ‘in opening a shop. (Laughter) I sup-
ply some of these same people with bread, and I can
assure honourable members that I have levied on one
of them for the non-payment of my money, and he
will have to be sold out. He cannot pay his debt: he
does not have three bottles in the shop, but the
scense is still up on the shop. The Government
keep their eyes on the increase of shopkeep-
ers but not on the decrease wf them. I am in a
position to let the Government know that the shop-
keepers are dropping out one by one. When you
look at the ‘‘mark-up”, the garages are allowed as
high as 25% on a motor car which they will sell for
$2,600, but the poor country shopkeeper gets shori-
ages of meat, sugar ete., he goes up and down many
times. He is supposed to lose about four or six
pounds of sugar on a bag and the Competent Author-
ity allows him a small profit. You get the ‘‘mark-up’’
as high as 30% on dry goods, but you are not allowed
any margin on onions because what you are allowed
goes in the shortages, and so on. I do not know
how some of the poor shopkeeperg exizt. Some of
them will borrow about $20 from whoever will lend
them ; next week they will kill a pig or sell something
and make up an amount for the merchant and if he
feels that they should pay off, he ccmes in and they
have to borrow money on their houses. It is unfair
for the Government to encourage such things: the
Government are encouraging the poor shopkeeperg to
steal and to use counterfeit measures. The Govern-
ment should not encourage a man to :fteal in order to
live. That is a big disgrace in a community like this.
You will notice that the Defence Regulations allow 5
or 6 cents in the dollar, while the big garage man is
allowed 25% as a margin of profit. I would have
had a new motor car if they did not tell me that
everything was for cash. (Laughter). The garage
man is allowed a margin of 25%, but the poor shop-
keeper, who ig the saviour of the people, is allowed
very little. During the hard months of September
and October when the people can get only two or
three days’ work, they go to the poor shopkeeper
and credit day in and day out, and when the crop
comeg in, they owe the shopkeeper as much as they
will get from working. The shopkeeper finds that
one person owes him about $10 or $15, and when that
person becomes ill and goes to the Almshouse, the
debt is dead. The shopkeeper is ecatering to the
.poorest elass in the community and his property is
at stake. 'When he has these bad debts, he hag some-
thing with which to pay them. T do not know if the
members of the Government have seen thigs Reply,
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but if those who are respondible for it are not igno-
rant, they are spiteful or wicked. Imagine the price
of an empty bag being put at 30 cents and not a bag
can be sold for that price! You cannot get 15 cents
for a bag if it has been torn. When the shopkeeper
oweg the merchant too much money he cannot go back
to him.' I think that the shopkeeper should be helped
out of his distress by trying to allow him g reasonable
margin of profit. Imagine that in 1933 yoy allowed
a shopkeeper 30 cents on 100 pounds of sugar and
to-day you allow him the same thing! He hag to
pay his attendants more money, he has to pay the
increased price to the carpenters and masons, but he
does not get anything out of the business! It ig hard
unfair and ridiculous for this Labour Government to
allow a Reply like this to pasi unnoticed—a Reply
which tells this House that owing to the inecrease in
the number of shops, the shopkeepers stand a rosy
chance. The members of the Government are aware
of the facts, the Leader of the House knowg them, and
I will have to say that the honourable senior member
for St. Philip knows them. If they have seen this
Reply at all, they are just as spiteful and wicked as
the Competent Authority. (Laughter and Cheers).
I am surprised to see how they look at things in such
a one-sided way; I sincerely hope that thig Liabour
Government, will look into this matter. The only
thing that this House cannot do is to turn a man into
woman, and I sincerely hope that some sort of con-
sideration will be given to this matter which I have
brought to the attention of the House.

Mr, GARNER: 1 beg to second the honourable
member’s motion ; I have, in duty bound, to aswociate
myself with the honourable member’s remarks, be-
cause ag a member of the shopkeepers’ fraternity, I
know at first hand the hardships which we are now
suttering. It is true that I have not admired certain
people in the office of the Competent Autbority as I
have heard other people boosting them up; there is
no surprise to me because I know it would happen. It
ig true to say that at one time the shopkeepers of this
island were not far removed from the agricultural
labourer. The shopkeeper was looked upon as such,
and treated as such, notwithstanding the fact thag
he had borne the brunt of the burden and made up
the deficiency where the plantocracy robbed the la~
bourers. Many a shopkeeper has gone to his grave
bankrupt because he helped the poor people who were
in gneed of it. To-day I join the choruy with my
cw{;ague or comrade in saying that things have gone
¥ © so much that the shopkeepers are asking for 5 more

; dequate financial status, They are asking for proper
‘rerduneration for their services: while ii is true that
‘all service should be adequately paid for, in the

shorkeepers’ case it 13 not so. 1 started to say that
there are a few people in the Office of the Competent
Authority whom I do not admire because they are too
4ictatorial ; thev pever let up on their dietaiorial
palicy and the shojkeeperg suffered. I have suffered
mainly because of that policv. In taking this Reply
into consideration, I think that this Lzbour Govern-
ment who have sent it down ought to be censured.
Those who know nothing should try and find out
something before they seek to give any solution. If
this Reply is a solution to this vexed problem, I say
that this Labour Government is good for nothing.
Shopkeepers are an intelligent part of this commun-
ity ; they bear the brunt of the burden of many people
in this commnnity, and thev never sav 2 word about
it. If 5 shopkeeper manages to live and die and leave
something, he has been g very, very clever fellow, be-
cause the economic set-up does not permit it. The
shopkeeper is between the devil and the deep blue sea.
In their Reply the Government say this: ‘The Gov-
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ernment is aware that some country shopkeepers are
dissatisfied with the margin of profits allowed.” It
is not true to say that only the country shopkeepers
are dissatisfied with the margin of profits allowed;
this dissatisfaction is island wide, there is dissatisfac-
tion among the city shopkeepirs too. I would say
that there is one thing which the city shopkeeper has
on the country shopkeeper; it is that while the coun-
_try shopkeeper hag to pay for the dreight of his goods,
the man in the city does not have to pay that. When
the country shopkeeper buys something for, say 60
cents, he has to pay 1/- 1o send it home; whereas the
merchant will gend it to the city man free of charge.
The honourable junior member for St. Joseph spoke
about the freight charges which made him leave out
the city shopkeepers; but they have a grouse too, be-
cause the whole margin of profit ig too smali. The
Government's Reply goes on: ‘‘It is not, however,
feasible to differentiate between the profits permitted
in and outside the City; and the number of applica-
tions for quotas on record from shopkeepers whoe have
started new shops within the past two years indicates:
that the total number of ghops is increasing, and sug-
gests that the existing arrangements provide little
discouragement to the retail trade.”” May I digress
to deal with that for a moment? Any person who
finds himself with $100 or $200 wants to open a shop;
that ig the first thing he thinks of doing, because he
thinks that he can make a livelihood. Unemployment
is rife and he thinks that he can carry on and employ
himself with the aid of his family, perhaps. When
you get too many people doing omne sort of business,
the result is that the majority must suffer, The
system of crediting the shopkeeper is so loose that all
you have to do is to acquire half an acre of land, put
a house on it, come to Bridgetown and turn over your
papers to the merchant and he will give you the
equivalent. In one or two years’ time, the shop-
keeper is gone! He was living in a fool’s paradise,
beeause whien he thought he was making money, he
was not making any and he has to close down. He
was feeding the people and eating what he was not
making, when the true accountg are presented. Be-
cause there are an abnormal number of people trying
to do business, that does not mean that they are doing
anything. The influx of shopkeepers now makes it
mmpossible for anybody to ‘‘get by’’. There is no
regularity, sc that when you get people looking for em-
sloyment and they think that the best thing for them
to do is to keep a shop, that does not mean that th
retail hudiness is so luerative. I know, in this island,
that there was a time when I dreaded going into my
business on Saturday mornings; we had what is called
cut-throat competition. Some shopkeepers wanted to
turn over very largely ; because they wanted the mer-
chants to compete, they would give away the meat on
which they could put their hands; and if you wantea
to follow suit, you had to do the same thing because
the people were too poor and underpald and they
would walk for six or ten miles in order to get cheap
goods. Many shopkeepers went under, but the mer-
eliants still made their profits. That state of affairs
existed. Fortunately, or wunfortunately, the War
came along and conditions changed a bit; but due to
the quotas and the rafioning system the shopkeepels
to-day are in the same plight as in pre-war times, be-
cause they cannot get the requlred amount of goods
to gell and that plays a very important par{ in the
Pusiness. Again, vou have the price control, and
some of the thinge the prieeg of which are controllefi
should have been let alone. I mention one of those
things—onions. Onions should never have been on

the list of thege things, because if you buy five crates
of onions, you will lose one of them, or at least threc-
gquarters of it. However the shopkeeper turns, unless
e buys only one or two crates, in fact, if he tries to
Keep one of them, he will lose something. When yon
come to sugar, there is a farce. The shopkeeper re-
ceives the sugar underweight the sugar delagueses
and he has to pay for the bag delivered!
The Competent Authority says that you must
sell this bag for 20 cents, aud there iz no
wholesale merchant in Roebuck Street who will pay
you 20 cents for a bav to-day. He will pay you 8 or
10 cents for it and does not feel that he is breaking
any Defence Regulation. He is buying as cheaply
ag he can, but the poor shopkeeper is rated at 20 cents
for a bag. That is a part of the shopkeeper’s profit,
and he cannot get 20 cents for the bag. The shop-
keeper’s trade has deteriorated and if something is not
tlune to help him, T am sure that those of us who are
responsible individualg and who bave any substance
at all, will lose what we have. It is coming to that.
1 am not saying that the public should pay more for
their goods; I am saying that the margin of profit
allowed on the goods proper should be more evenly
distributed between the wholesaler and the shopkeep-
ers. I do not say that the price of goods should be
raised so as to give the shopkeeper more profit; but.
take away something from the wholesaler who gets
his goods in bulk. How many times goods come to
thig island underweight and the shopkeeper does not
knecw what he ig getting? The wholesaer is all righ-,
he has already got his money because he has not taken
off for fhe shoriage of the goods. The shopkeeper
must feel things because he cannot sell the number of
pounds which he thought he had to sell, When you
come to the control business, T agree that we want the
retail prices controlled. I say, Mr. Speaker, until
the shopkeeper gets his full quota so that he can
get an adequate week’s pay or month’s salary, he
will have to abide by the present quotas. If we are
going to sit here and let the Government continually
finance the control of quotas, I do not gee that the
shopkeepers will get much further in the near futurs.
i am reliably told that there are some small agents.
around here who have new goods to put on the
market—that is some gcod news—but because a few
prominent magnates control the Board, they cannot
zet a proper show. Meanwhile, the public and the
shopkeepers are suffering, because you cannot gét
away from the fact that competition is the spice of
ife, and while it is good to have it to a certain
xtent, we are asking that some of these agents be
Tiven a chance. The members of the Control Board
control all the businesg in the island; they eontrol
everything. They should control those who are send-
ing out to their retail shops. During the War, T
can tell the House that a certain merchant opened
shops all over the island ad Iid, and sent cut 20 or
30 bags of rice per week in order to sell his goods.
(A MemBErR: What year?) Two years ago. I can
call nameg if you wish me to do so. It is-a shame
how the Control Board is run; I think it is time
i0 break it up. Not so long ago, a sum of money
was voted for the Control Board and I did not say
anvthing because it was late in the afterncon and
I knew that I could not get any support. While
sther people want to wax fat, the shopkeepers are
suffering : they cannot get their quotas and they are
rationed. It ig a terrible state of affairs, mobody
thinks about the shopkeeper. What I see is being

T

done in Trinidad is this; T am not saying that it 3
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should be done here because I have said that I am
not asking for an increase in the retail price. How-
ever, in Trinidad;, they have zones and the margin
of profit, half cent more or something like that, is
determined by the distance frem the City. I am
not saying that that should be done here, but it does
seem to he very fair, When you buy say, a barral
of biscuits in the City, you do not have to pay any
freight costs, but when you have tc send it 14 miles
in the eountry and you pay 20 cents for the freight,
if the profit i 40 cents, then you only get 20 cents.
The shopkeeper has to pay trade tax, and in some
cases occupancy tax, and that does not sound reason-
able. If you begin from the Chain in Roebuck
Street until you get to Broad Street, there is not
a small shopkeeper who can pay his bill. That sounds
funny, but it is a fact. The fellow who manages
to get out of it is a happy fellow; I will take off
my hat to him. Year by year when the shopkeepers
get money ont of theerop season and carry that
money—

At this point, it being now 3.30 p.m. of the
clock, Mr. SPEAKER stated that it was now time for
the consideration of Private Members’ Business.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (B)

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to move for the
suspension of Rule 61 (b) in order to resume Gov-
ernment Business.

There being no objection, the honourable member
was granted leave to make the motion.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (b)
be now suspended in order to resume (Government
Business. :

Mr. RAMSAY: 1 beg to second that,

The question that Rule 61 (b) be now suspended
in order to resume Government Business was put
and resolved in the affirmative.

A division was taken ag follows:—

Ayes: Messrs. SprINGER, Lewis, Saura, F. L.
Warcorr, Cox. Foster, Mapp, RamsdAy, Apaws,
BraokMAN, GArNER, Taluma, Dr, Wmsox and Dr
CuMMINg—14,

Noes: Messrs, Havy~NEs, DowbpINg, (GALE, 8. A.
Warcorr and WILEINSON—Db. ,

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been resolved
in the affirmative, fourteen honourable members vot-

“No.”” When the adjournment took place, the Hous

imported, everybody got bread, and bread i: the form
in which flour reaches the poor people in the way of
food. I think that the Committee would be in favour
of Hearing more of the proposition made by the hon-
ourable junior member for St. James because it is
worthy of consideration. I said that so as to show
that there is something in what the honourable mem-
ber has said. 1 am convinced that we were getting
on all right where Hour is concerned, when there was
less flour. There may be a tendency to flood this
place with more flour than is necessary because of
the subsidy. I am not prepared to continue to sanc-
tion the subsidy if that is the way in which it is going
to be used. If it is absolutely necessary, 1 am pre-
pared to subsidise all the needs of the people as far
as food is concerned; but if there i going to be ex-
travagant use, I am not at all opening the people’s
taxes to a racket. I do not know where it 1s: begin-
ning, but I know that it will end with a burden, The
people of thig colony have to pay this subsidy. You
have money in the Treasury now because there are
certain things whieh could nct be done during the
War. The moment that you can get supplies of
material, not only the sugar factorieg but the mer-
chants are going to spend their money in improving
‘heir business. They are going to write off more in
depreciation and show less profit to be taxed. There
will be legitimate returna with less profits, and you
will not get the money which you expect to get. The
Government hag money in the Treasury because of the
War, and I think that this money should be earmarked
0 be spent in improving the water supply, the roads
and the lighting for the people of this colony. What-
ever the amount in the Treasury is, I think that two
or three times the amount should be there. I am
saying that I know that the people wil. eventually
have to pay this subsidy. The moment you tax these
peopls in order to provide this m.ney, the price of
cverytiung will go ur and the people will not be any
better off. 1 foresee what is woing ty happen when
the surplus in the Treasury iz gone. I foresee that
these schemes will eat it up quicker than we may
realise, and I say that it is in the interest of the people
that we should take a long view of things. I am
convineed that if a concerted effort is made in these
partg to convince people in places like the Dominion
of Canada and elsewhere that we cannot import their
high-priced goods ewpecially their food, something
will' result from it. Intelligent, strong and con-

ing ‘““Aye’’, and five honourable members "Oﬁngyjeerted action will bring results, because as 1 hinted

was in Committee of Supply.
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE OF SUPPLK.‘

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House re-
sumed Committee of Supply, Mr. Ramsay being in
the Chair.

SUBSIDISATION OF FOODSTUFFS

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House was last
in Committee of Supply, we were considering a Reso-
lution to piace the sum of £50,162 at the disposal of
the Governor-in-Executive Committee to meet the
cost of subsidising the commodities meniioned in the
Schedule thereto to the 30th June, 1947, in order
that the prices of these ccmmodities may be stabilised
at such prices as may be fixed by the Competent
Authority,

Mr. LEWIS: I would like to know if the honour-
able junior member for St. James is willing to give
come better figureg for the proposition which he has
made to-day. I have been discussing the matter with
some honourable members, and while it is a good
thing to subsidise flour, yet when lesg flour was being

/ to-day, the sale of stuff from Canada can be so
manipulated that when it reacheg you it has passed
through several hands, the price hag gone up and as
long as you are willing to pay the price for it, it
will come to you as a searce item. We are fooling
ourselves, with schemes of this sort, that we are
protecting the interest of the poor man and his food.
We are not doing that; the poor man has already
provided this money.

Mr. GARNER: T rise to second the motion for
the inclusion of rice in thig Schedule, and further-
more, I would suggest that ‘‘firewood” and *‘char-
coal’’ be deleted and ‘‘cornmeal” included. 'This
thing is heing bungled, because we have a fow things
here on the Schedun’e which matter very little. They
are infinitesimal and they should be removed. Corn-
meal is the people’s diet: con-cou is a favourite dish
in many homes. We have meal here in a sufficient
quantity, but the people cannot buy it because the
price is tco high. T think that the Committee
should listen to what I am saying because I
am in touch with this business and I should
know about it. I want vrice to be included
in this Schedule. On the last occasion I said that
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I was not in favour of the inclusion of rice ‘n
the Schedule, but since then 1 have been
interviewed by the people who have censured me for
having agreed to increase the price of rice by ome
penny a pint more. (A MeMBER: Are you afraid
of your constituents ?) I think that the people should
get their food as cheaply as possible so that they can
buy some clothing. They come to my place for goods
and when they go out again their amount of monev
is great. The ordinary man cannot get much meat
to eat now; when he buys Prem or Corned Beef he
has to spend nearly a dollar. I am going to speak
the truth here now. (Laughter and Cheers). It does
not matter so much at what price you put flour,
because the poor man buys it in the way of bread or
biscuits. If the ordinary man buyg two pints of rice,
*he does not buy the same quantity of flour. A lot of
this flour goes to the bakeries. When T ¢my that I am
voting for the inclusion of rice in the Schedule, I feel
that I am doing what is equitable and right, because
rice is the poor man’s food. There are a few people
who eat a large amount of rice, but they do not depend
upon it like the poor man. I beg to move that the
words ‘‘firewood” and ‘‘charcoal’’ be deleted from
the Schedule and that the word ‘‘cornmeal’’ he in-
serted.

Mr. CHAIRMAN I was wondering whether
the honourable member would ask the honourable
junior member for St. James to acecept that proposal
and let one motion be made,

Mr. GARNER: I would like to counsel honour-
able members of the Government to defer the matter
until to-day week and come back with it in some
other form. T feel that it is of no use continuing this
businesy to-day and that is why I voted in the way I
did in the first instance. Are we going to subsidize
the poor man’s food or are we playing a game? What
is our policy? Who gets the firewood? The Soap
Factory gets a lot of it and what is the use of keep-
ing firewood on the Schedule? The Soap Factory
and some of the big bakeries get the firewood;
the poor man cannot get it. If you are gubsidising
rice and cornmeal, do not go the whole way with
flour, but have a policy. I have often said in this
House that when the Government wantg to know
something about carpentry, they should get a
carpenter, and when they want to know about
masonry, they should get a mason. There would
not be so much bungling. But you get people who
have misinformation and you get these things all
wrong. I beg to move, Mr. Chairman, that you do
now report progress with leave for the Committec to
sit again, because it is not reasonable, after hearing
the wishes of this Committee, to ask that thig matter
be put to the vote to-day. If it is the wish of this
Committee that the Resolution be carried back to
the Executive Committee and see what adjustments
can be made to include these primary things I thing
that that should be done. We have a lot of corn-
meal in the colony now and if the price of it is
not made reasonable, it will deteriorate. As regards
flour, as soon as that commodity ig subsidised, you
will get an over-abundance of it, because there is
money to be made. If you tell the people coneerned
that you are only giving a percentage and not a
subsidy, you will see how much flour you would have.
Therefore, while we may think that we are really sub-
sidising the people’s food we are playmc into the
hands of people who have been trained in business
and have the art of telling you the opposite story.
It is true that some of the members of the Government
would compete with the businessmen becanse they
have learned the art, but that does not come under
the same category. 1 appeal to the members of the

Government not to flout the wisheg of this Committee.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1[I think that the honourable
member should make a motion and let somebody
second it.

Mr. GARNER: There ig still free speech, and
I hope that this Government will not flout the wishes
of this Committee and insist that this matter be
put to the vote,

Mr. DOWDING : 1 beg to second the honourable
member’ motion. I would like to.say that I agree
wholeheartedly with all that he has said. I think
that we are losing sight of the people whom we
are trying to represent. (Hear, iear). Rice is
definitely the food of the poor man of this colony and
it should be included in this subsidisation scheme.
Flour, on the other hand, apart from being used in
making bread and biscuits, is mostly used for making
cakes and pastries. I say that from experience.
{A MEMBER: From experience in the Army?) The

‘experience which T have had was, ag an honourable

member has said, when I had the honour of being in
the Army with my fellow-countrymen. In Amereca
we could get flour ed lib, but we eounld not get any
rice. I happened to be the Officer responsible for
the food. (A MEMBER: Shame!) and I have
never been able to satisfy the men. They were always
underfed, and I gave them as much flour as possible.
When we got to Eoypt, we got rice and the situation
was changed. T feel that rice should be included
in this Schedule.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Before the question is
put, I would like to say that, from what 1 have read,
the Labour Prime Minister of Engiand has made a

statement about rice, and Great Britain has to import

rice so that the rice-consuming countries can get it,
Therefore when it comes to the question of subsidisa-
tion, I view it seriously. Tt is strange to find bed-
fellows like the honourable junior member for St.
James and the honourable junior member for St.
Philip who seem to be trying to agree on something
and now we have the honourable junior member for
St. George joining them. Let ug know what the
labourers were being paid before the War. What
were the labourers at Lower Estate paid?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Lower Estate has nothing
to do with this matter; the honourable member
sheuld not refer to Lower Estate. I cannot stand
for it,

Mr. F. L, WALCOTT: I will bow to your ruling,
Mr. Chairman, but we are at a stage in this colohy
where we have to be more than careful ag to whom we

re having as our leader. At the last General Elee-
n we heard a lot about representing the people,

e must allow the public to know that this is a
question which affects the interest of the community.
The bonourable junior member for St. James was a
member of the Executive for the last eight vears, and
he was most inaudible when it came to matters affect-
ing the people. Now when people like the honourable
junior member for St. James lose power, they must
do something to justify that loss of power. The hon-
ourable senior member for St. Joseph was the pioncer
of gubsidisation in this colony; the honourable mem-
ber fought for subsidisation so that the poor people
could get their food cheaply, but com: of us try to
be forgetful of the people. Weo must see that the
interest of the people comes first; we ara only the
reflection of a race which hag been down tredden for
vears, and I feel that anyvthing that we can do to
assist that class of people, it.is our duty to do it, If
thig question of subsidisation means that vou are
doing something wrong at the Control Board, let us
fix that; we cannot say that something is wrone at
the Control Board so therefore do not let us continue

-

-



‘4,“\

~

e —— T S — Y —

APRIL 15, 947

339

g

with subsidisation. The alternative will be that the
‘price of these commodities will be increased. It has
been suggested that if we do not subsidise rice, we
will spite the poor man more. We cannot put in
the Schedule all the items that we would like to put
there. I say, finally, that it is grevious to think
that any of us eould be so lacking in our responsibility
as ‘b follow people who have never yet fought for the
interest of the poor people of this colony. This is a
serious debate: T have seen and read that we in
Barbados cannot allow any minority at al] to do
anything which would cause the people of thig eolony
to lose the opportunity which they were long waiting
for. This debate is a serious debate, I repeat. Tt
must be remembered that posterity will have to pay
for anything that we do.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Before any other honoura-
ble member speaks, I should like to say that every
honourable member is entitled to speak in the way
he speaks. I do not want honourable members to
vie with each other, because we will not get any
further.

Mr. COX: I cannot vote silently on this matter:
I have heard so many rhapsodical speeches that it is
difficult for me to decide whether I should vote one
way or the other. The honourable junior member for
St. Philip has introduced his amendment and has
spoken of ineluding rice in this Schedule. I remember
that sometime during the session when a similar Reso-
lution was before us, the honourable member was the
first person to suggest that rice should not be subsi-
dised and that the price should be six cents per pint.
ARl the honourable member has given ug as the
reagon for changing his attitude to-day is that a few
of his constituents have told him that he should not
have agreed to increase the price of rice.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Every honourable member
is at liberty to change his attitude. I am not now
r.-ferring to the honourable member, but as soon
as the Committee decide to have another Chairman I
would be glad. I will be quite willing to have that.

Mr. COX: The honourable junior member for St.
Philip mugt realise that this is not a parochial matter;
he is a representative of Barbados and not merely
of the parish of St. Philip, and, at any rate, there
are more people in St. Michael and other parts nf
the island than there are in St. Philip. It would not
te fair, therefore, to accept the honourable member’s
gtatement as justifiable argument as to why we should/,
wubsidise rice. 'We have to consider everything whicl
is for the use of the people of this colony. On
the last occasion the honcurable member showed his
willingness to subsidise flour; but to-day he says
that it is not necessary to do that because the people
do not use as much flour as they used to use. We
have been given figures as to the consumption of rice
and flour in this colony. Whether a man makes
pa tries, cakes or anything else, the most of the flour
is consumed by the majority of people in the colony.
The majority of people in this colony use flour as a
diet; the mason, the carpenter, everybody uses it and
the children use it in their bread and biscuits, and
so on. That is why we are subsidising flour. I
notiee that the Conservative element in this colony
is working in a surreptitious manner to thwart the
efforts of the Labour Government but I am doing
what T know is just and right in the people’s inter-
‘est. If they fail to realise that the ballot-hox is
always open and the day of reckoning will come. I
see that the Conservative element is trying to upset
the people and trying to put them back in slavery
snd T am going to open my eves, ears and mouth

and speak against it. It ig a matter for the people

———

if they fail to realise it or mot. It will mean very
little for the individual if this movement fails, but
it will mean quite a lot to the inhabitants of this
colony. I see that certain Labour memberg are

_getting in close association with others and doing a

lo. of tricks in order to upset the people. If thig were
a masg meeting, you would hear a 1ot more from me. I
am not saying now what I know happens, but T
am saying that this Resolution should be passed. I
remember that on a former occasion when' a similar

‘Resolution was before this House, it was filibustered

and pushed aside and the people suffered as a result,
The food was in the warehouse; it could not be
priced and the people could not get it. I think that
if honourable members have the ‘interest of the

" people at heart, they should vote for this Resolution

and not allow the Conservative element to sway them.
We have selected this Labour Government which is
working in the interest of the people—

Mr. CHATIRMAN: T have allowed quite a lot
of latitude, but the motion before the House is that
I do now report progress with leave for the Com-
mittee to sit again. Therefore any further debate will
have to be confined to that motion.

Mr. COX: I would like to say that I gee no
sense or justification in supporting that motion. I
hope that the Committee will pass the Resolution
in order that the people will be able to get their food
at g cheap price.

Mr, TALMA: 1 am surprised to hear the re«
marks which have fallen from the lips of the honour-
able member who has just sat down. It wounld appeax
as if the Conservative element or the Labour group
have based— ,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The motion before the Com-
mittee is that I do now report progress with leave
for the Committee to sit again, and I say that the
honourable member must speak on that motion or he
cannot speak at all.

Mr. TALMA: I am giving my reason for voting
in the way in which I am voting.. I am saying that
the Conservative group and the Labour Party were
closely aligned during the last session but they are
not so closely aligned to-day. When the Congress
Party attempted to break the relation, one would
have thought that a suggestion had been made where-
by the people would suffer some detriment, Thig is
a question of including rice in thig Schedule so that
the people will benefit. I do not think that anybody
could suggest that we are doing anything wrong if
we include rice in this Schedule so as to help the
poor people, '

Mr. GARNER: I did not want to rise again,
but some honourable members have made some re-
marks about me. I am not in collusion with any-
body; I have moved an amendment, or rather I have
seconded the motion for the inclusion of rice in this
Schedule. Is there anything wrong in that? If I
sm in eollusion with someone in order to get cheap
food for the people of this colony, I amn grateful
for that. If there is any other collusion, T do not
know about it. If anybody seeks to get the best for
the poor people of this colony and T am in collusion
with him, I think that I am going right. If any-
body knows that he can be asociated with a Con-
servative member who has a programme and it is a
feasible ome, there iz mothing wrong with that. .If
vou align yourself with a man on one occasion and
vou see that your man has no programme now, what
are you going to do? Two can walk together when
they agree. You cannot walk with a man if you
do not have things in common with him. If it suits
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you now, you walk with the people who voted for the
inclusion of rice in the Schedule. The honourable
senior member for St. Michael should have said that
I said on the last occasion that I voted against the
inclusion of rice in the Schedule, and when I went
back to my constituents, I was censured. They told
we that T had no right to agree to increase the cost
of riece to the people. I have a chance to redress that
tc-day, and I am doing so. Some honourable mem-
bers feel that unless you see through the same eycs
ag those which they are seeing through, you are
doing wrong. I say in conclusion that when the
time comeg that somebody makes a change of heart
or undergoes a metamorphosis, you have a right to
associate yourself with him. I am voting for the
ineclusion of rice in this Sehedule to-day; I am hop-
ing that cornmeal will be included also, and who-
ever walks that road he is in line with me and I with
him. '
Mr. GALE: A great deal of heat has been
generated by all parties in connection with this
Resolution and a plenty of accusations have been
made. It is unfortunate that honourable members
did not attribute to other honourable members the
same good motives as they have towards the people.
Honourable members have been elected to this House
to represent the pecple with the best of motives.
I am not here to guestion anybody as to why he
is voting ‘‘Aye” or ‘“No”’. I think that we should
get down to the realitieg of the matter before us.
Many views have been expressed to-day; the sug-
gestion hag been made that other items such as rice an
cornmeal should be included in this Schedule anil
that other items like firewood and charcoal on whien
the subsidy is very small, should be deleted. I
think that we would be somewhat rash this after-
noon if we voted one way or the other., We are not
sure what the amount required would be if we take
the subsidy off the flour and put it on the rice; w2
are not sure what the amount would be in respect
of these items when we take off an item which has
been subsidised. It may not be found possible to do
these things. These are matters which cannot be
cone into hurriedly ; there are certain statistics whica
are necessary before we can go into these mattecs
properly. That is why I am prepared to vote for
the postponement of this Resolution. I think that
everybody in this House is in favour of keeping
down the price of foodstuffg so that the poor people
can buy them, only that everybody is not in agree-
ment with the different items proposed to be subsid-
ised. Some honourable members think that rice
should be included in the Schedule while cthers do
not think so. If I were in the Government, I Would‘
postpone consideration of the Resolution and come
back next Tuesday with figures showing what it would
cost to subsidise rice, and if you take off so much
for flour, how it will affect the situation. These
things are not clear either to the Government or
to those members who &re making the propositions.
For the reasons which I have given, I think that
honourable members should vote for the postpone-
ment of this Resolution,

Mr., ADAMS: T am asking honourable mem-
berg not to postpone the consideration cf this Reso-
lution. May I remind honourable members of what
T said at the beginning? The price of flour is doing
all sorts of tricks, chanzing twice in a week in quiek
sucecrsion, It is impossible for the Government to do
more than follow the expert advice which we have got
both locally and from Canada, and wait for three
months. According to the experts, the position is like-
ly to be better at that time. The argument of the hon-
ourable junior member for St. James is that the wheat

crop is likely to be extraordinarily good, and the
price of flour may come down. It is more than
abundantly clear to the Government what the
position is, although the position may not be eleav
to the honourable member who has just sat down. I
shall have occasion to read the speech made by the
honourable junior member for St. Philip on the last
oceasion. I am not calling a spade anything but &
spade. When honourable members are told that the
Government is anxious about subsidisation, wh:n
they are told in ‘December that the scheme was in
respect of flour and not rice and that it is. better
to continue the present policy for three monthg and,
not six months, all we get by way of eoqst?uctivz
criticism is the suggestion that rice be put back
in the Schedule! Honourable members must remem-
ber their own arguments in December about the two
grades of rice being so close to each othew that vou
could hardly tell one from the other; that you are not
going to benefit the poor people when you subsidise it ;
that people will mix it and the poor man will get the
lower grade rice at the higher grade price, and go
forth. At this stage, let me quote from the speech »f
the honourable junior member for St, Philip and ask
the Committee if the honourable member did not hit
the nail on the head three months in advance. This
1s what the honourable member said :—

‘I hold in my hand a speech which I made in
this House since 1945 claiming that the price of
rice should have been six cents per pint ever since
and people should get all they want’”’. Some how

or other, his constitutents did not go to him then
and tell him that he was doing wrong, The honour-
able member did not change his mind, and he did not
have the honourable senior member for St. James
to nod at him to tell him not to put charcoal and
firewood in the Schedule. The honourable member
went on:—

‘“It was a broad statement to make, at the tim~
but I had great foresight and the Executive Com-
mittee has now seen what I saw then. The people
would not mind paying six cents per pint for ries.
I am a shopkeeper and I say that the man in the
street doeg not mind paying six cents per pint fog
the rice if he can get it regularly.” :

I congratulate the honourable member on having
had the courage to say that, because that was my

view.
“‘T am surprised’’, the honourable member went
, ‘“to see so much political manoeuvring and to
‘Liear so much propaganda to-day.”’

When the honourable member obeys the whip
of the honourable senior member for St. James, and
is carried over with his bow, is that not political
manoeuvring and political propaganda? The hou-
ourable member got here last year and amused us
when he talked about members changing their views
after cocktails. That has brought about that comu-
bination of honourable members on the left. The
honourable member went on.—

““I speak as a shopkeeper and I say that when
the Executive Comipittee decided to fix the price of
rice at six cents per pint, they did something goot
for the people. I do not want to get hot although
there is a lot to get hot about. Riece is twenty-five
centg per pint in America, and if we can get it here
at six cents per pint, I do not see any reason why
we should have any grouse. Rice is a cheap food.
Ag regards flour”’, and I commengd thig statement to
the honourable junior member for St. James, ‘‘every-
one knows that flour is a necessary ingredient in
our diet, and the ecst of this item ig getting beyond
our means or the means of the man in the street.”’
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working tc-day.

Evidently the man in the street has told the

honourable member: ‘‘You are wrong; the increase
in the price of flour is net beyond my means; vote for
the increase in the price of flour.” If the hon. member
cannot see that the moment you subsidise rice youa
automatically take the subsidy off flour, and the price
of flour hag to go up, he cannot see anything. 1 say
tha; when the honourable member was nodding to-day,
the junior member for St. James could have fore-
stalled his impetuous but less intelligent colleague
when he nodded to the honourable junior member for
St. Philip. It is time that honourable members:, stop
this political manoeuvring.

““I feel that it would be somewhat abnormal”, con-
tinued the honourable member, ‘‘if the price of flour
rese to tem cents per pound, and I repeat that if we
subsidise floar instead of rice we will be doing the
average worker a good turn. Not so long ago the
price cf flour went to eight cents a pound and when

" vou offered a man a penny loaf of bread he refused

it. During fhat time we had more bread in the shops
than anything else and the Government is now trying
to keep the price of flour as low as possible’’.

Has the honourable member forgotten that?
Have the rats that we heard about not long ago eaten
ihe bread that was in the shops? The honourable
member continued :—

““I agree that flour should be subsidised more

© 56 than rice and we know that while people are

working they eat bread.”’ Apparently they are not
“I cannot understand ,”” the ho:u-
ourable member concluded, ‘‘why those who are in
the opposition are labouring the point so much when
in truth and in fact they know in their heart of
hearts that rice at six cents a pint is cheap, flour at
ten, cents a pound is ridiculous and the Government
is trying to see that the people get their food at the
cheapest possible price.’

That was the honourable member’s contention.
He tells us to-day in 1947 that when he said in 1945

~ that rice at six cents per pint was cheap, he was

doing wrong. I ask the Committee mnot to vote for
the postponement of the Resolution. The honourable
member says that the Government has no policy; but
the Government has the clearest possible policy. Until
you know where you are with flour, keep the items
as they are and ag soon as the position where flour
is concerned is clarified as it will be when the crop is
Aue to be reaped in three months’ time, then we wiil
reccnsider the whole question of subsidisation. I
ask again: ‘“What ig the good of our talking about
putting rice on the Schelule when you consider that
there are two grades of riee and that you can hardly
tell the difference between them?

The hon. member says, although he is a shop-
keeper, that they will mix the rice and it is
limited in quantity., When the Government recon-
siders this matter, they will reconsider it in the
light of what I am saying now. When we come back
next Tuesday the Committee will be {old the same thing
that they are being told now. If honcurable mem-
Lers want to reject the Resolution they should do so.
My argument three months ago still holds good; as
soon as you include 1ice in this Schedule—unless yo

“re going to sayv that you are prepared to raise this!

£50,000 to £100,000 or at leas: to £75,000 for the
next three months, and eventually go up ‘o
£200,000 with flour subsidised at £135.000, we
have to pass this Resolution as it is. It has been
suggested that rice be included in the ~chedule when
ireweod and charcoal are the items to be taken out!
Well, honourable members are at liberty to say that.

== The Executive Commit’ee gay that they are convinced
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with the knowledge which they have, that it is better to
have sub idisation for a short period and then review
the whole quest'on. Unless you are prepared merely to
give the impression %o the man in the street, of whom
the honourable junior member for St. Phlllp was
speaking, that you are deing something to cut dowa
the cost of living, then I suggest that we should call
a halt to the endless debate which this Resolution
has precipitated, and decide to vote for or against it.

I do not see that you can reasonably tell the man in
the street, as the honourable junior member for St.
James wants to tell him, ‘‘If we make your rice four
cents per pint and your flour nine centg a pound
vou will be better off’’. That is the only conerete
proposition put before the Committee to—day and
even that leaves out what I have been stressing that
it does not intimate which brand of rice or whether
both brands are to be subsidised. I appeal to the
honourable junior member for St. Philip and to the
Committee to give the Executive the same credit for
the careful consideration of this question cf subsidi-
sation as they gave them in December not so long ago.
I appeal to the honourable member to go out of his
way and be charitable, if he likes. Even if he feels
that he should not go out of his way, he should, out
of christian charity, give us credit for doing to the
best of our limited ability, what we have done in this
matter of subsidisation. The honourable member
began his speech in December by telling wus that
we have to provide better social schemes—

Mr. GARNER: I would like to refer to Rule
120; I gave the honourable member a lot of latitude
before doing so.

Mr. ADAMS: You gave me a lot of latitude?
You were not in the Chair. When some of us get
the licks which we deserve, we are like children who
run to their parents and claim their protection.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 do not think that there
is any necessity to refer to that Rule. I am quite
prepared to give to the honourable member all lati-
tude for making a personal explanation, but the mo-

- tion before the Committee is that I do now report

progress with leave for the Committee to sit again.
Any personal explanation is admissible but nothing
else.

Mr. GARNER: It is strange how some of us
can quote each other and come to certain conclusions.
1 would like this Committee to know that any re-
marks made by the honourable senior member for
% Joseph do not reflect on me; they only give sub~

fintial reasons for what I said and for every act T
(’ d. Away back in 1944-45 I said that if the people
could get rice at six cents per pint they would not
mind paying that price for it, and I repeated that-
in December or January this year. I went to St.
Peter sometime ago and this same honourable mem-
ber got people to come around me—

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member
must not bring in any extraneous matter. I told the
honourable member that anyv personal explanation was
all right but any extraneous matter was not per-
missible. This Committee will not stand for any-
thing which took place in St. Peter.

Mr. GARNER: That has scmething to do with
it.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am in sympathy with the
honourabls member. I entively agree that the hon-
ourable member has a right to explain hig position,
but I cannot allow anything which took place in any
parish to take place in this Committee.

Mr. GARNER: The honourable member has
been given all the latitude to make all these remarks
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and 1 am giving the Committee the reasons why I
have changed my mind. I think you should ask the
Committee to decide the matter.

Mr, CHATRMAN: The Committee will congider
that the motion before them is that I do now report
progress with leave for the Committee to sit again.
This Committee cannot deal with things which hap-
pen all over the world. I am not permitting it.

Mr. GARNER: T nearly lost my life in St
Peter because a gang—

Mr. ADAMS: 1 take exeeption to those words. >
I ask that they be taken down and that the honour- |

.| able member withdraw them.

The CHAIRMAN refused to hear the honourablm.
member and asked Mr. SPEAKER to resume the ‘Chair.f‘

Mr. SpEakErR resumed the Chair and, in ae-
cordance with Rule 142 (b), adjourned the Hous f’
until this day week, the 22nd day of April, 1947, '
at twelve o’clock noon, » T
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