
Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT). 

HOUSE OF ASS,EMBLY 

Tuesday, 15th April, 1917. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem- 

bly met at  12  o'clock noon to-day. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. G. B. EVELYN (Speaker), Mr. 
3.  T. C. RAMSAY (Chairmm of Committees), Dr. 
J. A. LE V. W~LSON, Messrs. M. E. Cox, D. A. FOSTER, 
R*. G. MAPP, H. W. SPRZNQER, M.A., G. H. ADAMS, 
B.A., H.  D. BLACKMAN, J. A. HAYNES, B.A., H. A. 
D o u m m ,  V. C. GALE, and S. A. WALCOTT. 

PRAYERE AND MINUTES. 

Prayers are read and the Minutes of the meeting 
which was held on the 1st April, 1947, having been 
circulated are taken as read and confirmed. 

Messrs. WILKINSON and LEWIS enter the Housa 
and take t h e i ~  seats. 

DOCUMENT 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received the Financial Report 
of the Colonial Treasurer for the month ended 31st 
March, 1947. 

PAPERS LAI'D. 

. Nr.  ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour 
to lay on the table of the House the following 

* Papers:- 
Message No. 12 of 1947 from His Excellency the 

Governor informing the House, with reference to 
the Address from the Rouse, that the Commissioners 
. ~ f  Highways have been invited to consider which 
tenantry roads in their respective parishes are in 
urgent need of repair and to submit applications for 
grants to enable them to undertake the work. 

Message No. 13 of 1947 from His Excel1:ncy the 
qovernor informing the House that he has assented 
in  the name and on behalf of His Majesty to certain 
Acts. 

NOTICES 

' p Government Notices are given as follows :- 
i . ,, - Hr. SPRJNGER: Resolution to place the sum 

-I I 

,of S150 at  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to assist in the cost of the medical scholar- 

ship awarded to Mr. F. C. Ramsay under Colonidl 
Development and Welfale Scheme D. 693. 

Mr. SPRINGElt: Resolut~on to grant the sum 
of $70 to Mr Eltoll E. .Jones as an  ex g r a t k  grant 
in consideration of his 7 years' service as  a n  Ele- 
mentary School Teacher. 

Mr. C'RAX'FORD enters the House and takes h ; ~  
seat. 

?ih. SPRIK\\'Ci'EIZ: Resolutiolz to place the Bum 
of 352,731 at  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee ;- 

( A >  ( l >  to make a grant to the Governing 
Body of Christ Ch;urch Boys' 
Foundation School of £1,310. 8. 4;  

(2) t o  make a grant to the Governing 
Body of the Christ Church Girls' 
Foundation School of £920. 17. 6 ;  

to enable the Gove-ning Body of each school pay 
salaries and war bonus to the staff from the 1st of 
April, 1944, to the 31st of Xarch, 1947, and a special 
allowance to certain members of the staff from the 
1st of October, 1945, to the 31st of March, 1947, in 
ace dance with the rates fixed under the Schemes of 
G ,,P ~s rnmen t  of Second Grade Schools; and 

(B) to refund to the Governing Body . ~ f  
.ie Christ Church Girls' Foundation School the sum 

af S500 expended on the reconstruction of that 
school. 

Besolution to ratify the Agreement made 
between the Executive Committee and Ernest Gunn 
Macintyre, one of the, constituted attorneys in this 
Island of the British Union Oil CO., Ltd., for the 
supply of natural gas to the Belle Pumping Station. 

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to authorise His 
Excellency the Governor in accordance with the pro- 
visions of section 3 (2) of the Clerical Service Act, 
1944, to appoint two additional clerks to the Clericd 
Staff of the Clerical Service. 

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum rtf 
£10,135 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee for the se-vice of the Colony as set out 
in the Schedule to the Resolution. 

Mr. SMITH enters the House and takes his seat. 
Air. BLACKMAN: Draft Bill to provide for 

the importation into this Island free of duty for a 
period of three years of goods made from sea Island 
cotton. 

Mr. ADAMS : Draft Bill t o  grant additional sums 
of money out of the Public Treasury and to appropri- .W 



ate the same for the service cf the years ended 
the 31st of March, 1941, the 31st of March, 1942, 
the 31st of March, 1943, the 31st of March, 1944, 
the 31st of March, 1945, and the 31st of March, 1946. 

Mr. ADAMS : To move the House into Commit- 
tee of Supply at its next meeting to consider the 
money Resolutions of 64ich notice' has just been given 

&Ir. F. L. W&LCOTT enters the House and takes 
his seat. 

SELZCT C O B ~ I I T T E E ' S  KEPORT 

.Mr. A D A ~  hands in the Kepo~t  of the Select 
Committee appointed to consider and report on the 
Bill to  make provision for the registration and super- 
vision of factories and for the safety and well-being 
of workers employed iherein. 

BILLS READ h FIfLST 1'131E; 

On the motion of &h. BLA~KISAS, seconded by 
MP. CRBWFORD, a dra8t Bill to provide for the im- 
portation into this Island free of duty for a period 
of three years of goods made from Sea Island cotion, 
is read a first time. 

On the motion of Mr. ~ M S ,  seconded by Mr. 
CRAWFORD, a Draft Bill to grant additional sums of 
money out of the Public Treasury and to appropriate 
the same for the service of the years ended the 31st of 
Xarch, 1941, the 31st of March, 1942, the 31st of 
March, 1943, the 31k of March, 1944, the 31st of 
Slarch, 1945, and the 31si of March, 1946, is read a 
first time. 

APPOIXTMENT O F  A SELECT CODIMITT'BE 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,- Before yon pro- 
ceed to call the Orders the Day I ask leave to move 
that a Select Committee be appointed to draft a 
Reply to His Excellency the Acting Governor's 
Message No. 1 of 1947 relating to the contribuAon of 
Barbados to the Caribbean Tourist Develop- 
ment Association. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
is granted leave to proceed. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that a Select Com- 
mittee be appointed to draft a Reply to Messa 
1/1947 of thk Acting Governor. 

Mr. SPRINGER: 1 beg to second that. 
The question that a Select Committee be 

pointed to draft a Reply to the Acting Govern 
Message No. 1/1947 is put and resolved in  the affir 
ative without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Subject to the approval of the 
House I appoint as members of that Committee the 
following :- The junior member for St. James (Mr. 
Wilkinson), the junior member for St.  Michael (Mr. 
Gale), the senior niember for St.  Philip (Mr. Craw- 
ford), the junior member for the City (Mr. Lemis), 
the senior membe fop St. lllichael (Mr Cox), and 
the junior member for St. Peter (Mr. F. L. Walcott). 

Mr.. LEWIS: I ask to be excused from serving 
on that Committee. 

Mr. ADAMS: T suggest, in the place of the 
junior member for the City, the senior member for 
St. John. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  Subject to the approra! of the 
H-~use I add the name of the senior me~nber for St. 
John (Dr. Wilson) to the Committee. 

CORiTMllTTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order stands in the 
name af the honomalde senior member foii St. Joseph, 

1 

--To move the House into Committee of Supply to 
consider the grant of sums of money for the service 
of the Government. 

On the motion of Nr.  ADUS, seconded by Mr. 
S P R I N G ~ ,  &. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the 
home goes into Commitiee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY 
being in Ithe Chair. 

PU6tCEL4S.E OF .LAND OFF FISH 

Xr. S P E I ~ G X R  : The first Resolution is for U12 
sum of 5170. 2. 7. to be placed a t  the disposal of the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee to purchase an 
area of land containing 4,362 square feet situated on 
the sea frontage off Fish Alley, Pontabelle, and to 
pay legal and other expenses in connection with the 
sale of the land. 

Most honourable members know the piece of land 
concerned. I t  js a t  present being used by fishermen 
for the beaching and ?-?pairing of their boats and 
the Fisheriecs Committee point out that in the event 
of heavy weather, there is no other place for the 
beaching of the twenty-four fishing boats which ply 
their trade in that area. I may add that the pur- 
chase of this land is one of the projects, among other 
Bshery matters, in the ten pear sketch plan which wss 
presented to the Government by the Committee ap- 
pointed recently-I think I see copies of it on the 
table of the House now. The owners of this land, 
however, are desirous of disposing of i t  immediately 
but before setting it up for sale, they have agreed to 
extend the option to the Government and it is for 
this Cornmitttee to say and the House approve whether 
we should purchase the land now. so as to make sure 
that i t  is retained by the public for  the use of these 
fishermen. The matter is non-controversial and the 
price is reasonzble. T beg to move that this Resolu- 
tion do now pass. 

Mr. ADANS : I beg to second tha:. 
Mr. BEANCKER enters the House and takes his 

seat. 
Mr. LEWIS : Xr.  Chairman,- Before you put 

the question I would like to say that I know something 
about this matter. This piece of land was bought 
many p a r s  ago by someone who wanted i t  to be 
used by the fishermen and the Goveriment has been 
given the option of pwchwing i t  so that i t  can be 
retained for the use of the fishermen. I do not know 
how much notice is taken of the debates on these 
Resolutions in this House 'but I am led to believe that 
no; much notice is taken of them and I would like it 
to be stated definitely in the body of this Resolution 
that that is the reason for mhich this land is being 
pnrehased. Perhaps it may be m o n g  a t  this 
point to tie the hands cf the Government if 
it find, that this land can be used for some other 
p n r p ~ s e  and that some better piece of land be 
obtained for the fishermen but I am not satisfied 
with th: actual wording of the Resolution 
that this land is going to be retahed for the use of 
the fishermen. I would not like i t  to be disposed of 
bp the Governmeht or the Government to alter the 
purpose for which it was given the option of busing 
the land. I would like the senior member for St. 
George to tell me definite137 if it is impossible or 
wrong to state in the ~ e s o i u t i o ~ l  the p&pose for 
which thi,  piece of land is to be used. 

Dr. CUMMINS enters the Rouse during the course 
of Mr. LEWIS'S speech and takes his seat. 

Mr SPRINGER: I am very relieved to hear 
that the honoura8le member does not want me to 

1 answer any other questibn. I do not think it is.nec'e3- 
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sary to state in the Resolution the purpose for which 
the land will be usid but the honourable member 
need have any doubt that in the future it will be 
used for any other purpose. We all know where 
the land is and the ouly reason we are getting it for 
this amount 01 money is because it cannot be used 
for my other purpose. I cannol see any po3sibility 
df the land being u s ~ d  by the Government except 
for this purpose and if the Government iniended 
to do otherwise it would not do it wi ih~ut  the know- 
ledge of this House because this House as the re. 
presentatives of the people would get up in arms 
snd ask why. It is not customary to tie the hands of  
the Goverilment when it is buying a piece of land 
like this. If the honou~able member has no confklence 
in future Governments, then i t  may be necessary for 
him to press for the insertion of a bincling clause T 
ao not think it necessary myself. I do not think that 
many honomable members, even the junior 
member for the City himself, will insist that it Fc 
put in. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I think i t  is a very excel- 
lent ided to buy this piece of land to enabl? the 
fishermen to beach and repair their boats but I do 
hope that some proper supervision will be exercised 
to see that it is kept clean. I would like the senior 
member for St. George to tell us who is going to be 
responsible f o ~  seeing that this land is kept clean 
and, as the junior member for the City has said, thal 
i t  is used for the intended purpose. There will have 
to be some control over i t  because everybody seems 
io think thnt as long as property b~longs to tht 

ind that it is estimated that by the 31st March, 1947, 
the sum of $11,640. 0. 0. will be spent, making a total 
~f £56,814. 13. 7 and thereby having a deficit of 
€1,814. 13. 7. It is estimated that during the nest 
three moaths we shall need 548,345 and that will 
bring the total amount to roughly S50,160. As the 
addendum further states, owing to the ~ncertaint~y 
regarding the price of fiour it is proposed to continue 
mbsidization on the present basis for a period of 
Lhrze months ending on the 30th June, not six months 
as usual, and to reveiw the general question of sub- 
~idization a t  the ,end of that time. Honourable mem- 
bers will recalf the Government's attitude which was 
mpported by the majority of the House a t  the be- 
gining of Jannary this year when the present Agree- 
ment with the British Gujana Government was dis- 
cussed. Because of the price which we had to pay 
f o r  ricq aud because of the price which we had to pay 
for flour, at that time, it was considered advisable 
that the price of rice and the price of flpur should 
be close to each other; the price of rice W%, there- 
fore, fixed at 6 cents per pint and the price of flour 
at 7 cents pe: lb. Since then, the position, as far .:S 
flour is concerned, has given cause for, shall I say, 
anxiety. The first cast of flour has recently bee~l 
~ubjected to varying fluctuations and it is impossible 
t o  tell, with anything like certainty or even moderate 
assurance, the future trend of flour. The Comp%ent 
Authority has estimated that 04 the,, bp i s  of t@e 
late& quotation which has been received, the amoutqt 
of subsidization required will be 14[8 pcr bag of 
98 Ibs. as against an average of 12/3 per,b,ag during 



but  if i t  is taken off you will be saving only 5750 ; 
condensed milk 21c. per tin subsidized, 21ic. per tin 
uasubsidized,-only a half cent diEerenc, bu you 
wiii: be saving only £7'50 and will be crcating a ha,d- 
ship. tspecially when you ccnsider ihat a number of 
people who cannot aii(rV I L buy con. ' ~ l i &  C C C & O ~ ~ -  

ally givt their chiidreu a c.ou$ie .raspoo~~Luis c i  
condensed milk; firewood 85e per 100 YDS. subsidized, 
P%.. per 100 !bs. unsuts~d~:zd,-here agci1l-I celii\ 1,rr 
100 lbs. is very little be-I we would be saving only 
if we puc this item on the list of unsubsidized goods. 
I haye already mentioned salt fish. The cheapeat 
salt pcrk would go from 12c. to 1%. per lb.; the 
second grade from 14c. to 22c. per lb., the third grade 
from 18c to 23c per lb., the fourth grade from 22c 
to 24c. per lb. and the best grade from %c 
to 31c. per lb. Flour unsubsidized would go from 
7c. to 12c. per lb Thoso are the figures for the itemh 
which are at  present subsidized and I need only 
mention those figures to let honourable member5 see 
-they will pardon me for repeating it hut it i 
vorth while repeating-&at yoil cannot ~ a s h l p  alter 
:he present principle of subsidizatiou. Tt t a k ~ e  
much consideration a s  to what we havc to do in the 
future and practically everything we may have to do 
;n the future will depcnd on f i a t  is going to happm 
to the flour market during the next three rnontll4 1 
know there is a school of thought that thc Goverrl- 
ment should do like Trinidad, that is, subsidize only 
flour; that school points out that the cost of f r e 4 ~  fish. 
bloater?, mackerel, salmon. and other things is mv.cn 
above thc cost of salt fish and that tl'e cost of fresh 
meat is much above the cost of salt pork and that if the 
subsidy was removed, in nearly every c w  if  130 ;F 

everyone the cost of all the articles I ham jnc+ 
tioned-fresh meat, bloaters, salmon &c -n-onld s t ~ i l  
be higher than the unsubsidized coat. 811 the o,Lel* 
hand, o stop the subsidy non- and let the *ricz of Aou~ 
jump up 5c. per lb , salt fsh 5$c. per lb. would be a 
pretty rash action on the part of the Government. I 
now formally move that this Rbesolution do non- paw 

Nr.  BLACKMAN I beg to sacond that 

Mr. LEWIS: I do not think that this Resolu- 
tion should go though  without a certain amount c? 
debate. I sympathize wholeheartedly with  he pur- 
pose of this Resolution, namely, to subsidize certain 
commodities so that they will be sold to people 
loner prices than otherwise; also I am in agreeme$ 
that the things used more generally, especially fo r  
food, by the poorer classes of the community should 
be the items in this schedule. But  I am asking that 
the question of subsidization be gone illto very thor- 
oughly by the Government. I think the first Bsola-  
tion that came down to this Rouse in respect of 
wubsidization was for £25,000 for a period of six 
months ; it is now S50,160 for a period of three months. 
By that average we are going to have to subsidize to 
the tune of £200,000 in the course of a year. I am 
wondering, Sir, whether a Resolution of this magni- 
tude should be brought to this Home and no explan- 
a t o n ,  so far as the source or sources from which the 
the Government intends to raise the money is con- 
cerned, is given. We have passed over Annual 
Estimates; we are budgeting very closely and I 
think i t  i.i incumbent uDon t h ~  Government to let us 
know how i t  intends to continue with this subsidiz- 
ation. If we did not have a surplus in !he Treasury, 
we could not contemplate this expendltvre. Wha, 
is worrying my mind is this. Flour W:- r o t  ~FiJet! 
to the list until recently and I unders!and that the 
moment we added floiw to the lir,t, the floor that was 
scareebbefore came d o m  here so plentifully that 
we have i t  in  abundance and that our stoelrs are likc,?l 
to spoil. I am not saying that there is any-hip? 

wrong with that. I am glad that that i i o u ~  is in 
the island but 1 find i t  a strange coincidence that the 
moment we subsidized flour, we began to get supplies 
in sue11 large yuaiiiities that our stocks are hiiely 
LO ..poll. 1 mentioil that for serions cons~ilera~ion 
,incl conteliiplatioil by the Govtrnment. I know that the 
bov~rament will have the explaiiation to give that i i  
s a xer ,  co t lc ide~m; probably Lne bhlps would ~ O L  

L coming fo l  t h e  next three or four months and 112 

n ~ t i  bt.tter get i x  LIOW even if we have LO run  he rl& 
G I L S  ~p011ing. 011 L ~ C  last occasion I drew to me 
:ttton :on of the Govcmment that colonies like Jamai- 
?a, Trinicla?, and British Guiana had been taking 
steps to send a deputation to Canada to tell  he people 
up there that the prices of the stuff they were sending 
donli llerc. are too high for the wages of the people 
In these parts. Well, Sir, I think that Barbados 
should be included. As a matter of fact across the 
table of this House I was told mat  we were included 
and that we are going to be represented by Professol 
Eeaseley. I do no1 know what has come out of it. 
I find, Sir, that in 'I'rmidad, a rich colony which will 
be able to subsidize foodstuffs w i h  revenue obtained 
from the sugar industry or the oil industry-.we can 
subsidize with revenue from only one s o u r c e w a s  
aaxious about being included in the Wheat Agree- 
ment with the United Kingdom. I undeistand that 
the British West Indies not being represented aL aU 
or being represented by somebody in  the United 
Iim;?:lom has put us a t  a chadvantage. I am warli- 
ing the Government that i t  seems to int that the 
method of subsidizaiion in this country can become 
a racket. The momenlt that the people in Canada 
kno~v p i 1  are subsidising these things, the prices are 
going up. T nndei-stand that in Canada they are 
(ontl ollmg expoPt quantity but the price is 
lot con1 rolled an11 T think that is some- 
thing of which we should nlso take a serions 
W .  Those people should be told that we 
are not going to subsidize a high standard of 
living in Canada, and automatically, lower the 
;tandarcl of living of the pecple in Barbados. 
I t  does not matter how you subsidize these articles. 
this money is coming out of the people of this count:y : 
if they do not pay for i t  in flour, they have to pay 
for i t  in something else. ,You compel a man to mear 
clothes but you cannot compel him tto eat food; he 
c a n  die af starvation and probably some of us do. 
However, I mention that i11 paming. Bly contention i. 

t I see countries who are more able to bear expendi- 
e of this sort taking steps to see &hat the peopIc 
o ship these goods to them are told that the people 
whom the goods are shipped ale  not getting wag's 

to pay for them. Those people are willing to send 
us flour and yet they refuse to employ West Indians 
on the ships that bring the flonr here; they are 
allowed to put the price of flour up  and up  and they 
look forward to our subsidizing it. The day the 
Treasury baIance is gone, the price of flour may be 
15c. per lb. but this subs'dization will have to be 
stopped. I do not think the Government would 
~ t t e m p t  to raise Customs Dutics for the purpos?; 
i t  is going to have to raise the money from 
Income Tax and it will mean a doubling of the 
income tax rater to get £200,000 a year more. I ask 
whether you think me can stand that. Thi  country 
is one that likes to say that Trinidad can do 
this thing but Trinidad, I believe, took lots oi 
money from its merchants, by way or" an EXCCS': 
Profit., tax and its Government can afford to spend 
it in this way. Wp cannot afford to spend It in this 
way. The people from whom the money !should have 
been taken for this purpose have been left with i t  and 
they are not going to suffer, whatever the priceq are;  
they are going to be able to feed themselves and their 



P'- APRIL 15. 1947 329 

J 
families and s d l  show good profits a, the end of the 
year. You can take it Prom me that this money L 
going to eoxx o u t  of the people who are eating the 
flour. The norm?' price of flour is 8c. or 10c. and 
you can no^ mail ,sin the principle of snbsidization 
when in,, p;-? of the article i, a 11ol-ma! on?. 

q I t  means  ha: you are subsidizing the wages of the 
people here; that 1s all th8t v011 are doing. You are 
allowing people to WO- k for others fni- small .cage\ 
and are snbs;c'.jzing those wage. in this m y :  th ,t 

B 

Y ,  - is what it amounts to. I am saying that it is ilecea 
sary to bring the cost of living down I should !ih> 
to hear hov this scheme is going to be financed. 1 
should like to hear if any representation has been 
made to the people in Canada to reducf the price 
of fioar. IIow are you going to keep up  this subsidi- 
zaticn? I sap that the surplus in the Barbados Trea;- 
nry has been taken from people least able to pay 
taxes. 1 am asking some subsequent speaker for the 
Government to tell me why Barbados was left out 3f 
the scheme to send somebody to Canada to discuss 
prices generally. There is another point I should lika 
to mention for the information of the Government 

rf and it is this. T find, in looking through some statis- 
tics-I have them here-printed by the Canadia.1 
Government themselves that over a period of 6vc> 
years-1935 to 1939 !inclusive-Ehxjbadros \had 
favourable trade balance with Canada amounting t o  
10,213,083 Canadian dollars Thcse are things in 
which it will be good for the members of the Gov- 
ernment to take an interest because the- high prices of 

the importing compete with one anoiher. Let us control 
the prices a t  which theydbring the goods in and 
-it xhich they sell them and if they are controlled h 
!hat way, they are going to see to i t  that they get 
.heap gcorls b:cause that is the way they will make 
money But if you continue to subsidize the goods 
,,f people who llave allocations but no price control, 
; ou are doing absclutely nothing. & a matter cif 
tact, ih :  Te y mehod cf subsidization will cause you 
io pay more for the goods than you :thould pay. I 
like to mention these things because this matter is 
giving me a great deal of thought. I am going to 
vote for this Resolution but I repeat that I see action 
being taken by other colonies on belialf of their 
inhabitants to bring to the notice of the exporters in 
Canada that the priccs of the gooh  which they send 
Chenl are too hiirli but I do not see similar action 
being taken here. 

MR. GARNER enters the House dxring the course 
of Mr. Lewis's speech and takes his seat. 

l b .  ~ K A N C I K U  enters the k&ouso and t u e s  LW 
seat. 

Mr. E'. L. WA12C;Or1'T : hir. C;li&lwan,-Un the 
las-c oceaslon - Wlls is a coincidence - l spoice m 
thls house, it was on the qaesLion ok sulsiulzatioxl 
and after llstenmg to the JUnlOr member for cbe 
City i must say tilat  here are many polrlts in h q  
speech 10 whlch attention can be paid but, in the 
main, lus argument was not logical. He  s t a r~ed  by 
saying that you must do something to keep the cost 
of living down; then he went on to suggest that goods shipped here from Canada might be a means of 

squaring this u p ;  all those thillgs comlt in the Iegic- 
;mate lnallipulation of trade. I am anxious, Sir, that 
the cost of living come d o m .  There is n; 
member of this R~~~~ Who is more anxious about C 
that than nlyself and I feel that i t  is time we help 
the in qTays in we can really help them. 

js t,.ue that in a certain way this does not 
apply to the poorest class, but free secondary 
education is a permanent hclp to the people. I 
am for the assurance of senior memb,r. 
for St. Joseph that this question of subsidizatioil 
is going to be gone into by the Government and 

~ub+dlzation such as i t  is now is uTrong, owing to 
the high prices of certain commodities which we are  
receiving from outside. I would like to say, 1%. 
Chairman, that  we lhould be realistic; no amount of 
sentimental gush will enable US to solve Our economic: 
problem. Barbados is not a world in  itself; it is 
predominantly a colony that depends upon the irn- 
portation of goods; i t  is not the only colony that 
imports goods from Canada or any other part of the 
world. I agree that if an economic delegation is 
going from these colonies to Canada o r  Great Britain 
or the United States to speak about prices, Barbados 
should be represented but that in  itsclf cannot solvft lhat I V ~  can look forward to hear a t  the1 end of the the problem or should not cause us to say that next three months what it is going to do. 1 am going ada or United states is going to lower the 

to counsel the senior member for St. Jaseph that it es of its commodities. You must first assess 
is time the people representing labour in thme c o b  

4, much you are importing from the colonies to 
nies convcne a Conference on matters of this sort. able to boycott them. ~h~ honoIlrable member 
Let us leave Federation alone for the tim.. being and I &erred to the ten dollars (canadian ,pur- 
let us see that the people who are shipping us goodsi 
understand that they are putting lower and lower the 
ctandard of living in this place when they send those 
goods a t  ~ r i c e s  we CaZUI9t pay; we are automaticall!' 
maintaining a high standard of living for them - 
well,  &r, I have seen i t  stated in print that the Bar- 
bados Government is to be blamed for the high cost 
of living in this place. The charge has only been 
laid but I have not seen the &den@, fm 1 am warn- 

* ing the Government that that  is what ili is going to 
I be told. There are such things as bulk purchasing 

that puts up the price of the commodity to people; 
there is uo getting away from tha t ;  that h been 
 roved beyond the shadow of a doubt. I am hoping 
that the Government will endeavour to see 
free purchasing, in the interest of the people. 
is the best control. Import control, afler av 
dmergency h* passed, is a dangerous principle; it is 
open to manipulation by people and it is not easy 

p for people who are not acquainted with i t  from wul-l  
.L experience to see the danger and it is time that W* 

L 
get back to a little free trade, so f a r  the imp*- 
tion of goods is concerned Let those people who do 

1 rency) of trade which Barbados did with c m a d a  
in five years but $10,000,000 is infinitesimal, as far 
as Canada is concernea. we Eave to do 
things to lower the cost of living and I 
feel that subddbation is a means cf lowering the 
cost of living for the people. The h9nourable mem- 
ber talks about free trade and I want to issue a 
warning to him as a man in business. There is a 
small minority in this island who have ruled things 
for a number of years and they are now partners 
owning most of the businesses in this place; each 
helongs to the other and when he npealrs of free 
trade, there is no free trade i n  its proper sense in 
Barbados. You have the Commission merchants with 
whom the other merchants are all f r i e l i d l~ ;  
they meet at the same dinner tablw and 
discuss matters. You go to Da Costa & Co., then 
to Rarrison's next door and when you go through 
the names of the principals what do vou find? m e  
is a Director here; his brother is a Becretarv there 
m d  his friend or uncle is filling another key position in 
one of their other businesses. Where then do you find 
yollmlf when you talk about free trade in Barbados? 



I feel that a measure of control must be plac" upon 
merchants in this colony by those mh(: represent rhe 
workingclass people,-people whom the present mm- 
ority failed to represent before and is now malung 
sporadic attempts to come here and use all their sub- 
tleties to wake the people believe that they are inter- 
ested in them. This is 1947 and those of us who have 
the opportunity to help others who have never been 
helped 'before must resist as strongly as we can, in  
order to prevent this minority from using its sab- 
tleties effectively. We do not subsidize clothing and 
what is the result? The prices of clothing have 
gone up  and are going up  and I must say to the 
junior member for the City that he knows as well as 
I do that prices in the world are not geared by 
whether Barbados is going to give subsidies or not; 
that is elementary. The Canadian people will not 
wait to see if Barbados is really going to give a suh- 
sidy to decide what price they are going to ask for 
their flour. When the honourable member speaks 
about income tax-and I do not know whonl he means 
when he says that you cannot t a s  them more-I am 
wondering if the junicr member for the City is con- 
vinced that we have reached the limit of taxing all 
those in this colony who can be taxed because ~t 
would be a very happy omen if we reached the stage 
a t  which we can say to those who have sweated 
laboar for many many years "you mere bad fellows 
in the past but we chlinot go on 'to tax you any 
more." The honourable member's lemark that you 
cannot tax them more is vague. I n  any event we 
know that the money with which subsidizaiiua is 
paid for is the people 'S money but we also know that 
if you allow prices to go up, poor men and women 
will find i t  verg- difficult t o  buy sait fish a t  234 cts 
per lb. No man can go intp the ~ r e a s u r y  and get 
a cent saying that i t  is his money but when the pri:e 
of a commodity is lowered, the merchant must seil 
that commodity cheaper. We must have a system of 
control. Some of us are anxious to get rid of con- 
trols because they seem to wolry certain people but 
as long as we are dealingr with other human beings 
we definitely need a system of control. Tn l3~~rbccli.j 
everybody knows one another and everybody has pet 
friends but the poor must always suffer because they 
cannot pay for the things they need. T:, a In 
extent, the honourable membe*, and mpe:lf 
agreed on certain fundamentals; we may differ 
the matter of details and my point of view may no 
strike him in the same manner as i t  strikes me. Tf 
we agree that a better syssem of subsidiza~lon ,11oultl 
be iastituted, let us go into that but do not 
let us say what other people in a subtle way 
would like us to say, that is, controls must g3. 
They do not resist certain controls but resist 
others because they find that they cannot be free an3  
luntrammelled. If we do not subsidize, what is thp 
other alternative? The other alternative is that 
we will have to start processing factories and see if 
me cannot get from that source some of the things 
which we now import, hut to think of telling people 
in Canada that you are not bu ing their qoocls :~ t  l their prices because you will bk eerjing their- s ~ n d -  
ard of living higher tH& it here, is not realmtic. 
As I said, whatever wie feel or do we must be 
realistic. We must look a t  ourselves as We are and 
not, higher than we arb ahd that is the only way 3ire 
cah lekislate fbi. tfii! good of tihe beople. 

Mr. LEWIS: I Gould like to take this o por- B tunity to reply to a few of {he noints of tlie horio rdble 
rnem%y who has just sat down. The honourable 
rhembler does hot kdaw that the object of control is to 
keep the budiness in the hiihds of a f k T ~  people. The 

iionourable member does not know that yuoias fd r  
ihe importation of flour are decided on between 
certain friends and that there are cheap brands of 
flour that can be imported by small importers who 
are kept out altogether. The honourable member 
asks us to be realistic. I claim that there is no man 
on earth who is more realistic than I a m ;  there is no 
sen~iment with me. When P talked about the income 
iax I particularly said that 1 cannot pay any 
more and I know a good many people' who will not 
be able to pay double what they are paying now and 
to get &200,000 exLra you have to double the ratcs of 
income tax. I am being realistic there. You shourd 
not drive small importers out of business and that 
must of necessity happtn when there is control of 
impor~ations. Not only that; no new ones can start 
businew. There are many m a l l  importers who mould 
be surprised io hear the honourable memb<r, who is 
supposed to be representing the small man, say Chat 
he would continue with this form of control. If you 
leave a certain amount of compeiition between people 
who import these goods, I tell Son that you are oblige3 
to get them into this country cheaper. Does the 
Llonourable member nor think that if Barbados, 
Jamaica. Trinidad, British Guiana, the Windward 
and Leeward Islands join together and g! and tell 
the Canadian exporters that the West Indies are not 
going to import their flour they will not sit up and 
"ke notice? They will sit up  and take notice quickly 
enough because you can import flour from other 
places. I am telling you to act on my suggestion first 
aixl find out if you cannot get the flour at a cheaper 
price; the11 you can explore other channel., l inkiw 
j-ourselves up with the other colonies for thiz particu- 
lar purpose. Don't have your Labonr Conference all 
Siscuss Federation while the h a ~ ~  to pay moro 
for the food they have to eat Try and he ealistica. 
The pres-lit necessity is to get cheap food for the 
o'eople ahd not allow other peoylp to dnmp poods 
on you at  any price. People in Canada know that i t  
 ill not be a futile effort to send perscns on a mission 
to tllem to discuss the question of prices; only th? 
people of Barbados know that. Mr. Chairnlan, other 
:olonies have made the effort to get things cheaper. 
Barbados feels that it safficisntly rich and thinks 
that it has sufficient money that it can st~bsidize in- 
definitely \\hatever is sent to i t  a t  whatever ~ r i c e .  I 
say that :hat is dangerous., I t  is the ordinary man in 
tllr street who has to proride this money for sub- 
siclization, whether he does so directly or indir-ctly 
/u the profits that businesses make throngh his buying 
f ~ o m  them. I know that to be a fact. 

Mr. WILKINSON: Mr. Chairman,-I agree to 
some (extent with the last speaker bu: I canno' foliois- 
!!im right through. First of all, I would like to ap- 
peal to the senior memter for St. Joseph-it is to1 
late to-day-to do in future what he did on the last 
occa&on when the question of the subsidization of 
these commodities was discussed by this House. You 
mill remember, Sir, that on the last occasion-some- 
tilne in November-when we had this same subsid- 
imtion question before us, the honourable member 
kindly circulated, a week before, papers showing the 
cost of eac,h item with and without subsidy. It is 
true that he has to-day read the comparative figures 
but you. Sir, as much as anybody else realize t;h?t you 
cannot always hear well in this chamber and fur~her,  
you cannot make calcdations at  the same time other 
people are talking. Now, Sir, as regardrs the gen- 
eral question of subsidization I am very glad that the 
Qovernment is going into i t  thoroughly to see what 'S 
to be the policy in future.. I t  seems to me that at 
the n3oment TxTe l k i ? ~ p  no p011c~. 011 lhe h' occasion 



in November we were told that if flour was not sub- 
sidized, the price per lb. would be 10c; the 
locally controlled price is now 7c. per lb. and I under- 
stand the senior member for St. Joseph to say that 
if flour was not subsidized the price to-day would be 
12 cm& per lb. Well now, Sir, I agree with the sub- 
sidization of oertain articles that are essential to 
the life of the people but I tell you, Sir,-I know yoa 
are going to smile-that we do not have in this 
schedule all the items which shculd be there. Bice 
should be included in t l ~ e  list. The price of rice per 
pint was increased 50% and I repeat, a t  the risk of 
beng considered tirLsome, that from the information 
I have received the people of this country look upon 
rioe as a more important a~t ic le  of food than flour. 
Well, Sir, i t  is now proposed under this scheme 
to shbsidize flour-if I am correct from what I h a ~ e  
heard-by another 2 cents per lb., I am suggesting 
to the member; of the Qovernment that l  it 6iIl be 
a wider t c t  a n  their part and' will 9at.isfy our 
people more, if they let the price of flou: go up  2 
cents per lb. and use the money resulting 
therefrom to subsidize rice. As I said befor.?, 
those figures were read to us and I have n,)t 
had time to calculate from them the amount of 
money it will take to subsidize rice; but from the 
figures gi$en to us last November i t  was estimated 
that the sum of £96,000 would be required to keep the 
subsidized price of rice a t  4 cents per pint for a year 
and if the price was fixed a t  5c. per pint, the cost 
~ o u l d  be £48,000 for a year. We are budgeting now 
for only three months and the junior member. for 
lhe City has said, v e  are really subsidizing at  tile 
rate of £200,000 per annum; that is what it loolcs 
like. Unfortunately, as regards flour, We appear to 
be in the hands of the speculators. If honour- 
able members have been reading, they will have 
discovered that it is expected that there will be :r 
rery fine wheat crop in Canada and E~trope, pro~ic le~l  
Nature does not intervene and there is some calamity; 
but there is a czrtain amount of flour available until 
that crop is leaped and the decontrol of prices will 
mean that certain speculators will buy the s t G  and, 
as  the junior member for the City has said, if Bar- 
bados wants it we must bny i t  a t  the price which 
they ask. That is Frong and I do not think we should 
be a party to slpeculation in what is necessary to keep 
p e o ~ l e  aliye I now\f~rmal ly  bqg tq rqpye. t$pt the 
irbrd "rice7' be insefteb after tKe words "coddense$ 
milk" in the schedule. If we had more time or wd : 
given the figures beforehand I would be able, I thi L<, 

to give some exact figures as to what i~ will cost LO 

subgidize rice by increasing Xhe Price of flour by 2 
cent3 per lb, 

Dr. CUMi\IINS : Mr. Chairqan,-The junior 
member for St .  James says "Put two cents on flour; 
take i t  off rice and you will still effect a saving." 
Well, Sir, I am not a mathematician but I canno' sce 
what the honourable menlber has sugge4ed taking 
place. Anyhow, my little intelligence tells me that 

P ' if me want to lieeu down the cost of living for the 

rationing for  condensed milk, so that the poor people 
who are not able ILO buy fresh cows' milkAwill be able 
to get condensed milk for  their children. Day after 
day I hear people complain that they are unable to 
buy fresh cows' milk and even if they are able to buy 
i t  they cannot get it and I have it from a reliable 
cource that when a shipment of condensed milk co,mer? 
here, a case is sent to this big man or that big man 
and the poor people for whom it is intended get very 
little ol" it. I am sure that we would like to have 
strong babies in this country but mothers, 
owing to a lack of proper nourishment, are no:, 
able to nurse their babies and when they t ry  to get L 
little milk they cannot get it. I think that isi a matter 
TT-hich the Government should look into and gee that 
a portion of the condensed milk which comes to this 
island is earmadced for the people who cannot affold 
to buy fresh ~ 0 ~ 6 '  milk. 

Mr. CRAWE'ORU: 'I'here are one or two aspect* 
of this m a ~ t e r  whcU have arisen uumng the course 
of LQ deba.tte on whlch l should like IQ make my 
pomdon as clear as posside. l am not quite s u e  
whtether or not i t  is bemg suggested by certain hon- 
ourable members that we should &scop~inut: suu- 
siclization. Apparently, tor instance, ' the junior 
member for the City is nob quite sure in  his mind 
whether or not the colony can aEord to continue lt. 
Well now, h~eaking personally, subsidbation is, n: 
111~ oplnion, the most effective means devised by the 
Gnited Kingdom and the Commonwealth of hatioi13 
for keeping the cost of living as low as possible, con- 
sidering the conditions: which arose out of the War. 
Subqidization and its allied system of price control 
are easily the two most efficient measures for keeping 
the price of the esential commodiLies wiChin the reauli 
of the average working classes i n  colonies such 
this; they are the only sure means of protecting t h ~  
national economy. The alternative would be. to in- 
crease wages every time there is an  increase in thb 
cost of essential commodities and that, as you know, 
is almost practically impassible and would also lead 
to  ii~flation with aU its disastrous consequences. So 
that if we are viewing the matter as carefully asi we 
should we shall have to continue subsidization so long 
as these abnormal conditions obtain. Perhaps it is 
true to say that as a local po.licy we have never gone 
far  enough. XTe have, throughout the war years, 
suki~idized only imported essential commodities, al- 
though the suyge5tion has been made, I think by the 
senior menlber for Christ Chuxch, that, ,we go further 
and extlencl <ome sort of aid to locally produced food- 
stuffs; that was done i11 British Guiana. During the 
last four years, British Guiana spent about $6,O(P0,01)0, 
if my figures are correct, on subsidization; they got 
assistance. I think, with about $2,000,000 from the 
Inipcrial Treasury but the3- embarked on a scheme 
for keeping the prices of imported essential commod- 
ities down a t  the same time as they assisted foodstuffs 
produced in the colonv and I believe tbttt ,we would 
have beell better advised in  this country if y e  had also 
endeavoured to a ~ s i s t  the production of local food- 
skuffs a t  the expense of subsidized imported. commod- 
ities. I know that the planters claip that dur!hg the 
war years they lost money on giound pr'owi~-~t- 
atom, yams and produce like those-and, ,Sir, it is not 
silrpri.;ing that, consideriny the merchants of this 
colony dominated the entire Control Board through- 

poor man, we ha;e to continue to subsidize these 
commodities. I do not think that Barbados is' big 
gnough to make its economic ~os i t ion  felt in Canada 
by telling Canada "if vou continue to sell us flour at 
a high price we ki l l< have ,to cease subsidizing it." 
I ,  do not think ibat ~ 1 1 1  have any effect on 
the ~ a n a d i a n  exporters, Barbados is only a drop 
in the ocean, SO f a r  as the imiportation of flow 
Prom Canada js concerned and our telling them that 

-A 

p would not make them alter tHeir price of flour. But 
the main thing I wish to speak about is this and i t  - was hinted at  by the junior member for St.  Peter T 
want to advise the government to institute a form of 

out the mar gears, all the mqney voted for this 
purpose was expended in  the direction which would 
be lnoqt beneficial to the mercantile community ~t 
+llc expens. of the planting comFunitp.. Whaterer 
makes me think of this more forciblx is the allegatjon 
by tile junior member foS the city that this pest io7 
hay easily depene&te i i to  a racket aqd I have 



beell thinking for the last half-hour that with onr appreciable increase in the amount we are gumg 
present system of subaidization we are really playing to spellcl on subsidization. The figures given by ihe 
the game of the merchants in the country who domill- sen or member for St. Joseph disclose a very slight 
ate the Control Board. What we are doing here increase in thecost price of several of these commodi- 
to-day, if we are to face the reality of the situation, ties if they were not subsidized but, fortunately, the 
is their proposal and I think, Sir, I need a little more consumption of those commodities is so small that I 

time to consider it carefully. I do think ~l lo l~  if we were to fail to snbsidXze them, the amount SO 

when we expend the money proposed on the SW- , saved would not be of any app-eciable quantity; 
sidization of flour at the complete expense of l ice,  so we may as well continue with the subsidizatjon 
we are also playing the game of the merchants to a of them. I do feel that there is a great deal in the 

. * 
greater extent. Let us view the matter carefully, Sir. insiiiuation by the junior member for the City that we 
If we refuse to peg the price of flour at  its present / have not investigated as fully as  we should whether 
level, what is going to happen? Le S flour v d l  be I or not in this Tvhole policy of subwclization we arz 
sold because if flou- is sold at  7 cents per lb. now and not being nlade the p a m s  of a handful of nerchants 
the price goes up to 12 cents per lb. people arr going ' who domillatp t!le Control Board. 
to buy less flour Flour is not a complete essenti:ll ' ;VIr. SPRINGEX: l f r .  Chairman-The essence 
?oinmodity. If rice is sold at  4 ets. or 8 cts per 1 the before us (and may 1 r-mind the Cola- 
pint, the consumption would be always the sarne that the debate is on a Resolution to provide 
because the workingman must have his rice and I 
defy any member of this community who k n o w  
anything about his country to tell me differently. If 
you increase the selling price of flour you are goiug 
to have immediately a decrease in the eonsumptioi~ 
oil flour; therefore. there is going to be lev flou: 
sold and these fellows who dominate the ContrA 
Esard are going to make less money by nay  of con- 
mission. If the price of fiour was fixed at 10 cent* 
Per lb. the merchants l sell less flour 
bre, if rice m absidized at  4 cents per pin' 
and the price went up  to 6 cents per pint, not A 

bag less will be sold. Therefore, i t  has been running 
through my mind during the last half hour that 
when we increase the price of rice by 50 per cent 
for which they know they have a shcrt market, and 
a t  the same time subsidise flour, all we are doing i s  
playing their game. I believe we should be wzll 
advised even to-day, to go into this matter a little 
more thoroughlr because people, 1 arn sure, Sir, can get 
all the flour they want but not all the rice and I believe 
that  we may be adopting a policy of mole advantage 
to the workingclass in this country if we mere to 
take steps immediately to spend some of the monc?. 
which we are spending on flour on rice. I an1 not 
opposing the Resolution-naturally, I agreed to it it? 
Executive Comnzittee and I intend to support ~t - 
but  these are thoughts that ocrur to me during the 
debate and I state them for what they are worth. I 
certainly do feel that we would not be 
far  wrong if we do not push this matter tn 
to its conclusion to-day and appoint a Select Com- 
mittee to go into i t  more carefully or go through the 
figures and discover if, as suggested, Te can subsi- 
dize rice a t  the expense of a slight increase i.1 
the price of flour within the ambit of the amouut 
mentioned in this Resolution. I am not prepared, 
Sir, to go any further and suggest that we should 
increase the amount we are spending on snbsldizat on. 
I am not doing that because bearin.? in mind othsr 
commitments, especially in the field of social an3 
economic reform, I do not think we can afford to 
spend any more in this  articular direction. Bilt 
when you hear it suggested that it is possibld to do 
both of these things within the amount we are allo- 
cating for subsidizatu'on I think we would be pursu- 
ing the right track if we adopted the principle sug- 
gested to the fullest possible extent. What I should 
also like to emphasize to the members of this Comrnit- 
tee is this. The increase in the cost of subsidization 
while in a way due to the increase in the p rhe  of these 
essential commodities, 'is also due to the resolve of the 
Canadian dollar in parity with the U.S.A. dollar 
and as that is a matter of fairly recent occurrence. 
i t  must be borne in mind that the r c sd t  will be a n  

additional funds for the purpose of subsidizing-certain 
items of food), has b-el~ pre ty well expressed in h e  
early part of the hp-ech of .hc honourable member who 
has just sat down. The suggestion made by the junior 
member for the CiLy that times are normal in the 
world of trade I do not find acceptable at  all. I think 
i t  will be agreed that it will be difficult to be satisfied 
,hat a iystem of aubsidizstion of particular itens 
in the way we do i t  is a part of normal conditions, 
although I will not say that ,.ubsidization in any form 
must necessarily aris- only in abnormal times 
Far example, olle of the basic principles of balancec: 
communitv economy, as distinct from a laissel: faire 
capitaliit one, is that if there are certain commodj- 
ties whose production is always going to be sought 
anti wl~os.  p~ofiis are high bxt are not necessities 
all the same, and other commodities which are neces- 
sitie? but the profits from them not so large, the 
Government will be advised to lift some of the 
excessive profits from the profitable luxury condi- 
moditieb and maintain, through difficult times, the 
1e.s profitable but necessary commodities. We know 
ourselves how in England and in other countries a t  
certain periods product:on-of coal, for instance-has 
vaned beranse the profits from that production 
;tnd the wages paid have not been sufficiently at- 
tractive pither to induce the capitalist or the 
\;-arker and concurrently with that, the same 
workers leaving thaL necessary but no so profit- 
able induslry and going to make o her article: c which 

e community can very well do without. But 
far as the present Resolution ie concerned, none 
those questions arise. The times are still abnor- 

mal and me are faced with that position to-day. 
The honourable member has given the Government 
credit for not asking for six months' supply and for 
promising to review the whole situation and the posi- 
tion to-day is that we have to decide whether, from the 
1st April, 1947, which Is already past, u7e are going 
to maintain the price of flour at  7 cents per lb., along 
with the price of other items, rather than to allow 
:hem to make a leap in the majority of cases. During 
the course of his remarks, the jupior member for the 
City suggested that there is some connection bztween 
the increased importation to-day of flour and its 
being put on the subsidized list. I was in charge of 
the Resolution that was sent down by the last Govern- 
ment, not this one, in connection with the subsidiza- 
tion of certain commodities and the position then was 
that there was no cornmeal in the island but there 
was flour. Rice was in short supply; we had not 
yet had a contract with Demerara for a supply of 
rice and money that was voted for subsidizing corn- 
meal was not being used for that purpose. Flour 
was coming in but i t  was not yet put in the schcdule 



and on the suggestion of the ~en io r  member for St. 
Xichael the House made that proposal. I t  actually 
had been considered by the Government befort, as 
is u~sually the case; but, nevertheles.;, before the 
Governmenb took the deckion, the honourable member 

u ~ a d e  the illelllion in the Honse and as a result of that,  
the House agrecd to put  flour in the schedule. We 

wcrr verj  fortunate that i t  was done becau~e imme- 
diately af& that, the price of flour skyrocketed and 
when the Government citr\ie back tor the mouey we 
found that wo had to incre tu  the vote in order to 
keep the price of flour within bounds. The only basis 
of the argument for spending more money on otber 
items and less money on flour iy  a n  assumption made 
by the senior member for St. Philip. He admits that 
i t  is an  assumption at present-an d ~ u m p t i o n  that 
i t  is a diabolicai plot on the part of merchants who 
tserclse a nefarious iniincac.: over the Conlrol l>,o;~rd 
t o  keep flour subsi~iizc~,l in ordw that more flour 
:.,r be imported, baqell apou the Burther assumpi1:m 
~ l m t  if you raise the price of iltllur l.eor.le woulc! s tq)  
hr.:,jng flour to make b i ~ . ~ t : q  : ~ ! l r l  ( :UI I I J ) ! ]F~S  a ~ i !  S ) )  

cn and tliele is very little evidence to support thet 
: uggestion. I am not going into that nam. I would 
have to debate it with the honourable lw111Ecr on 
some  subsequent occasion. But  there is no ntcti to 
mggest that there is any oblique motive on the p a d  
of anybody in  this matter. Obviously it could not 
affect the Executive Committee because the honoura- 
ble member himelf was~present a t  the diSCa~si~n in 
Executive 'Commi~ee and agrfect to the Resolution 
before us. The simple fact is that we have nc 
control over the price charged by the people who 
sell flour in  Canada. Now that brings me to another 
point made by the junior member for the City. 
Britain made a Wheat Agreement with Canada not 
long ago which provides for the importation of flour 
from Canada to England a t  a fixed price but :he 
Canadian Government did not agree to include the 
West Indies in  that Agreement. Now the question as 
to whether the West Indies made any effort is a 
matter of opinion. The junior member for the City 
says that they made no attempt; he has no means 
of supporting that statement. I suggest that they 
did not (succeed. I t  is easy for anyone to < a y  that 
somebody did or did not do something that we can- 
not .say is true or not. The_ British Government did 
not compel the Canadian Government to sell flour 
to the West Indies; that is the position. The 
fact is that a certain quantity of flour was eai.1 
niarked by the Ca~iadiall Go~ernment to be sol$ 
to the British Governnlent at  n certain price 
and the Canadian Government knpt that flour 
for that purpose. While we are !peaking about 
flour we should not forget to express our appreciation 
of the goodwill flour which was given to this island 
free of cost during the war years by the Canadian 
Government. The people of this island did get that 
flour in those years Ifor nothing because the money 
that would have been used for that  purpose was 
used i n  helping to keep the price of other items 
down. The junior member for the City also spoke 
about the delegation that went to Canada from othei 
West Indian Colonies in connection :ijth this Wheat 
Asreement but if the honourable member had been 
able to prove that as a result of that delegation, 
the price of flour to Jamaica, Trinidad, and British 
Guiana has been reduced in relation to the price 
charged to Barbados, he would have been .quite 
justified ip remonstrating with this Government for 
not having sent a representative f r ~ i g  Barbados on 
that delegation. The fact is that me have no TVOric 

c.omIitions that ary  other colony i:~ the Caribbean 
alecz. As far  as flow is concerned, the price fluctuates 
every week, sometimes twice a week. The people 
who bought the ,ci( ,~ 'k~ of flour that wcre riot allocated 
by the Canadian Government to the British Gov- 
ernment had to buy in the open market, no agree- 
iuent haring been entered into on our behalf, a y  
that is why the price fluctuates W frequently. I 
think, however, that the House should be cheered 
to know that the present information is that this 
high price of flour will not last a2 the result of the 
trade talks now going on . There is a likelihood 
that an agreement will be reached which will result 
in keeping the price of flour substantially lower 
than i t  is now. Anyhow, that is.by the way but i t  will 
help th'e honourable member to understand that we 
will be able to see a little more daylight Q f a r  as 
&lancing this expensive ischeme is concerned. I, of 
course, agree ~ 5 t h  liiin entirely that XTe do not wish 
to carry on import control any longer than is ne- 
:essary. There is no desire on the part of the Gov- 
ernment, or eve11 the Government Department 
concerned, to keep it on. Nobody likes the job to 
control import. or piires. It is very difficult to 
retain the services of people who do this work and 
the Government doe: not like to be saddled with the 
responsibility of keeping on these controls. Re  may 5e 
sight in saying that i t  suits businessmen but I do not 
think i t  is detirable to carry on the control of imports 
or exports except in cases of necessity. As far  as 
bulk purchase is concerned, we have to carry on that  
bee,ause the Britirrh Government tells us we have 
to bulk purchase; the moment they say we shodd 
not bulk purchase. it automatically ceases. We work 
on instructions we receive from the British Govern- 
ment. It may be said that i t  i a  unsatisfactory but 
in no Department is everything satisfactory. When 
i t  comes to price control I am a t  orie with him. Price 
Control Boards should redain as long as it i; of 
advantage to the people of Barbados. When we 
bear in mind what the junior member for St. Peter 
has said about the monopoly of control of business 
in this island through family relationships and other 
rea:%ons, we have to be very careful before we abandoil 
the question of price control. Now the junior 
member for St. James spoke in the opposite sense 
a the junior member for the City. The junior mem- b er for the City was a little hesitant about clontinuing 

this subsidization on financial grounds. The junior 
member for St.  dames says "On the contrarj- 
i.ontiln~c~ .t. 1 do not care wkat i t  costs" 
and that is T e q -  c!ireriug c o n h p  froni him. 
\TT($ l i110~ the reason. He wants to extend i t  by 
adding rice to the schedule. Thcl only point 
about that is this. I do not think that there can 
be any case made out for the suggestion af taking 
a penny off rice and putting i t  on flour. I do not 
think that i t  would be reasonable to sell rice a t  4 
cents per pint and flour at  9 cents per lb. 
It has been said that people do not eat a cone:iderable 
quantity of flour but normally they do eat as much 
flour a s  11ice. The figures which were given on the 
last occasion show that about. 9,500 tons of each of 
the two commodities are consumed in the cource of 
a year, and we would certainly be wrong to put the 
price of one a t  4 cents per pint and the price of the 
other at more than twice that amomnt per lb.;  the 
disparity will be too great. 

A t  this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. Speaker resumes the 
Chair and adjourns the House until 2.45 p.m. in 
accordance with Rule 40 (a).  
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REPLIES LAID. 

On re-assembling, 

Mr. CRAWFORD : N r .  Speakrr,-I beg to lay 
cm the table of the Hoase the Replies t o  Questions 
KO. 21 standing in the name of the honourable junior 
lmember for  St. Lucy. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to lay the Replies tc 
Quest.ions No. 10 (a)  and the Replies to Questions 
No. 3.3, both standing in  the name of the honourable 
junior member for St. Lucy. 

SUSPENSION O P  RULE 61 (A) .  

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to move for the sus- 
pension of Rule 61 ( a )  in order to Govern- 
ment Business, namely, the consideration of the Reso- 
lntion with which we were dealing to-day. 

Mr. TVILKINSON : I object. 
Mr. SPEAKER: An objection having 'been 

taken, I will put  the question. The question is that 
leave be granted the honourable member to move 
for  the suspension of Rule 61 (a) in order to resume 
government Business. Honourable members in 
favour of that will please say "Aye" those against 
will please say "No". I think the "Ayes" have it. 

A division was taken as follows :- 
Ayes  : Dr. CUMMINS, Messrs RAMSAY, FOSTER, 

$~APP, SPRINGER, ADAMS, BLACKMAN, CRAWFORD and 
GARNER- (9).  

Noes : Messrs BRANCKER, TALMA, H A Y N ~ ,  
~ W D I N Q ,  GALE, S. A. WALCOTT and WILKINSON-(7). 

Mr. SPEAKER : The question has bcen resolved 
in the affirmative, nine honourable members voting 
"Aye " and seven honcurable members voting "No." 
The honourable member may therefore make the 
motion. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (a) 
be now suspended in order to resume Government 
Business. 

'Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
The question that Rhle 61 (a)  be now suspended 

in order to resume Government Bnsiness was put 
and resolved in the affirmative. 

The folloiving division was taken:- 
Ayes: Mesors RAMSAY, SSIITH, F. L. WALCOTT~ 

COX, FOSTER, MAPP, SPRINGER, ADAMS, BLACKMAN, 
CRAWFORD and Dr. CUMMINS-11. 

Noes : Messrs BRANCKER, GARNER, TALMA, 
HAYNRS, DowDINa, GALE, S. A. WALCOTT and WIL- 
gIhSS0N-8. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The question has been resolved 
in the affirmative, eleven honourable members voting 

6 Aye", and eight honourable members voting "No". 
However, the Rule cannot be suspended, twelve hon- 
ourable members not having voted for its suspension. 

 ISS SATISFACTION AlLiONG COUNTRY SHOP- 
KEEPERS OVER MARGIN OF 

PROFIT ALLOMTED 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move the 
adjournment of the House for five minutes for the 
purpose of discussing the Replies given to my Ques- 
tions No. 19 relative to the margin of profit allowed 
the country shopkeepers. Honourable members will 
remember that the Questions were : 

Is  the Government aware that the country shop- 
keepers are dissatisfied with the margin of profit al- 
;owed them by the Coinpetent Suthority, especiall~~ 
in  view of the high cost of freight and the increase in 

their staffs made necessary by  the 42-hour' week im- 
posed by the  Shops Order? 

Will the Government investigate the position and 
make such adjustments as may be necessary tt, 
produce an equitable arrangement ? 

The Government replied as follows:- 

The Government is aware that some countq- 
shopkeepers are dissatisfied with the margin of profits 
allowed. I t  is not, however, feasible to differenti- 
ate between the profits permitted in and outside the 
City; and the number of applications for quotas 011 

record from shopkeepers who have started new 
shops within the past two years indicates that the 
total number of shcps is increasing, and suggests 
that the existing arrangements prsvide little dis- 
couragement to the retail trade. The Controller of 
Food Supplies and Prices has the matter constantfy 
under review and from time to time when attentib:i 
has been drawn to items on which profits allowed 
mere maladju&ed, the matter4 has been* correct- 
cd by the Controller of Food Supplies and Prices in 
consultaticn with his Advisory Committee. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot understand this Reply r 
up to now, i t  (baffles me. I am wondering if the 
members of the Government have seen it a t  all. 
(Laughter). They say in the first instance, that i t  i3 

not feasible to differentiate between the profits 
permitted in and outside the City; and the number 
of applications for quot% on record from shop- 
keepers who have started new shops within the pas 
two years iildicates that the total number of 
shops is inciwsing, and suggests that the ex- 
isting arrangements provide little discouragemer.t 
to the retail trade. How on earth could .$at be 
true when not long ago we passed a Land Bill 
which dealt with the price of land within, I think, 
two miles of the City? And here they say that 
i t  is not feasible to differentiate between the 
profits permitted the City and the country shopkeep- 
ers. The country shopkeeper h w  to pay the same 
price for his goods as the City shopkeeper. The 
merchant sends the goods to the City shopkeeper 
free of the cost of the freight, but the country shop 
keeper has to pay the cost of the freight of his goods 
Of course, some of the' merchants own motor lorries 
and they send the goods to the country shopkeeper 
t a cost of 1% for freight. That is very cheap. 
u t  there are other merchants who do not have any E ansport for the goods, and the country shopkeeper 

has to pay for the transport of his goods. Th: 
price for the transport of goods range- between twelve 
and eighteen cents per hundred. When you havc 
to pay for a bag of sugar, i t  costs you 36 cents, 
whereas if the merchant sends it, i t  will cost you only 
10 cents. I had occasion to  ,speak with Dr. Saint 
in connection with the matter and he told me that 
there is a certain amount of profit allocated to the 
merchant for the transport of these goods and that 
helps him to charge only 1% for ii. The country shop- 
keeper has to Qay the ccst of transport to the mer- 
chant and the merchant who does not pay any trans- 
por. gets a margin of profit on the price of the 
goods! That Is not fair to the country shopkeeper; 
he loses because he is allowed only about 65 cepts 
profit and a bag of sugar, and when he pay 36 cents 
for the transport he is left with only about l/-. The 
country shopkeeper has to pay his attendants, and 
then there is the question of shortage; if you do not 
have any scale a t  home to  test the weight, you? 
~ r o f i t  will be taken out on the road. D r  Saint has 
told me that the shopkeepe~ is allowed a profit 011 



-the empty bags of as high as 30 cents, but  since that 
$rice was fixed, no shopkeeper has received more 

, than 12 cents for one of these bags!\ Dr. Saint has 
said. that the shopkeeper can get 30 cenh f9r a bag, 
but he does not say where he can get that price 
for  it. The shopkeeper can get 20 cents for a bag 
if i t  is clean and whole, but there arc rats about the 
place. The Competent Authority has allowed a profi.c 
of 30 cents on an empty bag when you can only get 20 
cent& for i t !  I have already said that I do not knox 
if the members af the Government l13 :e s e a  :).,S 
Reply. I know that one of them has admitted that the 
country shopkeepers only get the barrel the box an6 
f,he bag as profit, but  now we cannot get the barrel, 
the box o r  the bag.(Laughter) That is why I am 
wondering whether this Reply has caught the eyes 
of that honourable member. The Government have 
said in their Beply that the total number of shops is 
increasing. The number of shops is increasing because 
some of, the poor people who went to America came 
back with a few dollars, they did not know in what 
to invest the money and they decided that they would 
throw i t  away in opening a shop. (Laughter) I sup- 
ply some of these same people with bread, and I can 
assure honourable members that I have levied on one 
of them for the non-payment of my money, and he 
will have to be sold out. H e  cannot pay his debt: he 
does not have three bottles in the shop, but the 
Lcense is still up on the shop. The Government 
keep their eyes on the increase of shopkeep- 
ers but not on the decrease ]of them. I am in a 
position to let the Government know that the shop- 
keepus are dropping out one by one. When YOU 

look a t  the "mark-up", the garages are allowed as 
high as 25% on a motor ear which they will sell for 
$2,600, but the poor country shopkeeper gets shorl- 
ages of meat, sugar etc., he goes up and down many 
times. H e  is ,supposed to lose about four or six 
pounds of sugar on a bag and the Competent Author- 
ity allows, him a small profit. You get the "mark-up" 
as high as 30% on dry goods, but you are not allowed 
any margin on onions because what you are allowed 
goes in the shortages, and so on. I do not knov 
how some of the poor shopkeepers ex i~ t .  Some of 
them will borrow about $20 from whoever will lend 
them; next week they will kill a pig or sell something 
and make up an amount for the merchant and if he 
feels that they should pay off, he ccmes in and they 
have to borrow money on their houses. I t  is unfair 
for the Government to enoourage such things: the 
Government are encouraging the poor shopkeepers to 
steal and to use counterfeit measures. The Govern- 
ment should not encourage a man to :rteal in order to 
live. That is a big disgrace in a community like this. 
You will notice that the Defence Regulations allow 5 
o r  6 cents in  the dollar, while the big garage man is 
allowed 25% as a margin of profit. I would have 
had a new motor car if they did not tell me that 
everything was for cash. (Laughter). The garage 
man is allowed a margin of 2'5%, but the poor shop- 
keeper, who icl the saviour of the people, is allowed 
very little. During the hard months of September 
and October when the people can get only two or 
three days' work, they go to the poor shopkeeper 
and credit day in and day out, and when the crop 
comes in, they owe the shopkeeper as much as they 
will get from working. The shopkeeper finds that 
one person owes him about $10 or $15, and vhen that 
persol1 becomes ill and goes to the Almshol~se. the 
debt i.; dead. The shoplree~er is catering to the 
poorest class in  the community and his property ic, 
at  stake. When he has these 'bad debtcl, he  has some. 
thing with which to pay them. I do not know if the 
members of the Government have seen this Reply, 

but if those who are respon$ble for i t  are not igno- 
rant, they are spiteful or wicked. Imagine the price 
of a n  empty bag being put a t  30 cents and not a bag 
can be sold for that price! Yon cannot get 15 cents 
for a bag if it has been torn. When the shopkeeper 
owes the merchant too much money he cannot go back 
to him. I think that the shopkeeper should be helped 
out of his distress by trying to allow him a reasonable 
margin of profit. Imagine that in 1938 you allowed 
a shopkeeper 30 cents on 100 pounds of sugar and 
to-day you allow him the same thing! He has to 
pay his attendants more money, he has to pay the 
increased price to the carpenters and masons, but he 
does not get anything out of the 'business ! It is hard 
unfair and ridiculous for this Labour Government to 
allow a Reply like this to pas5 unnoticed-a Reply 
which tells this House that owing to the increase in 
the number of shops, the shopkeepers stand a rosy 
chance. The member!; of the Government are aware 
of the facts, the Leader of the House knows them, and 
I will have to say that the honourable senior member 
for St. Philip knows them. If they have seen this 
Reply at  all, they are just as spiteful and wicked as 
the Competent Authority. (Laughter and  cheer^,) . 
I am surprised to see how they look a t  things in such 
a one-sided way; I sincerely hope that this Labour 
Government will look into this matter. The only 
thing that this House cannot do is to turn a man into 
woman, and I ~rincerely hope that some rort of con- 
&hation will be given to this matter which I have 
brought to the attentioll of the House. 

JfT. GAIWER: 1 beg to second the honourab!? 
member's motion ; I have, in duty bound, to asitociate 
myself with the honourable member's remarks, bc- 
cause as a member of the shopkeepers' fraternity, I 
know a t  first hand the hardships which we are now 
suitering. I t  is true that I have not admired certaill 
people in the office of the Competent Authority as  I 
have heard other people 'boosting them up;  there is 
no surprise to me because I know it would happen. It 
is true to say that a t  one time the shopkeepers of this 
island were not f a r  removed from the agricultural 
labourer. The shopkeeper was looked upon as such, 
and treated as  such, notwithstanding the fact thsrt 
he had borne the brunt of the burden and made up  
the deficiency where the plantocracy robbed the la- 
bourers. Many a shopkeeper has gone to his grave 
bankrupt because he helped the poor people who were 

eed of it. To-day I join the c h ~ r u ~  with my 
?&ague or comrade in saying that things have gone 
$2 so much that the shopkeepers are asking for a more 
, dequate financial status. They are asking for proper 
Lemuncration for their services: while i~ is true that 
all service should be aaeqna~ely paid for, in  the 
shqkeepers'  oase i t  1 3  not so. l started to sa;. that 
there are a few people in the Office of the Competent 
Authority whom I do not admire because they are too 
,j;ciqiarial; the\. oever let up ~u their tiir:titiol.:d 
pc l r c ~ .  snd the sho;;kep? ps suffered. I h:tve su1Tercd 
mainly because of that policy. I11 taking this Reply 
into consideration, I think that this Labcur Govern- 
ment who have sent i t  down ought t o  be censured. 
Those who know nothing should try a ~ d  fiild out 
something before they seek to give any solution. If 
this Reply is a solution to this vexed problem, I say 
that this Labour Government is good for nothing. 
Shopkeepers are a n  intelligent part of this comEun- 
ity ; they bear the brunt of the burden of many people 
in t h i s  cmmnnity,  and thev new?? saT7 a yord rbout 
it. I f  a shopkeeper manages to live and die and leave 
something, he has been a very, very clever fellow, be- 
cause the economic set-up does not permit it. The 
shopkeeper is between the devil and the deep blue sea. 
In  their Reply t l ~ e  Government say this: "The Gov- 



ernment is aware that some country shopkeepem are 
dissatisfied with the margin of profits allowed." It 
is not true to say that only the country shopkeepers 
are dissatisfied with the margin of profits allowed; 
this dissatisfaction is island wide, there is dissatisfac- 
tion among the city shopkeepzs too. I would sap 
that there is one thing which the city shopkeeper has 
on the country shopkeeper; it is that while the coun- 
t ry  shopkeeper has to pay for  the Sreight of his goods, 
the man in  the city ddes not have to pay that. When 
the country shopkeeper b q s  something for, say 60 
cents, he ha% to pay l/- to send i t  home; whereas the 
merchant will send it to the city man free of charge. 
The honourable junior member for St. Joseph spoke 
about the freight charges which made him leave out 
the city shopkeepers ; but they have a grouse tm, be- 
came the whole margin of profit is too smali. The 
Government's Reply goes on : "I t  is not, however, 
feasible to dserentiate between the profits perxitted 
in and outside the City; and the number of ayplica- 
tions for quotas on record from shopkeepers who have 
started new shops within the past two years indicates 
that the total number of shops is increasing, and sug- 
gests that the existting arrangements provide little 
di~courrcgement to the retail trade." i\lay I digress 
to deal with that for a moment? Any person who 
h d s  himself with $100 or $200 wants to open a shop ; 
that is the first thing he thinksl of doing, because he 
ihinks that he can make a livelihood. Unemployment 
i rife and he thinks that he can carry on and employ 
himself with the aid of his family, perhaps. When 
you get too many people doing one sort of business, 
th)e rewlt is that the majority must s f l e r .  The 
system of crediting the shopkeeper is so loose that all 
you have to do is to acquire half an  acre of land, put 
a house on it. cone to Bridgetown and turn over your 
papers to the merchant and he will give you the 
equivalent. I n  one or two years' time, the shop- 
keeper is gone! He was living in  a fool's paradise, 
because when he thought he was making money, he 
was not making any and he has to close down. He 
was feeding the people and eating what he was not 
making, when the m e  aocounts are presented. Be- 
cause there are a n  abnormal number of people trying 
to do business, that does not mean that they are doing 
anything. The influx of shopkeepers now makes it 
impossible for anybody to "get by". There is no 
regularity, sc that when you get people looking for em. 
liloymwt and they think that t l ~  best thing for  the^ 
to do is to liepp a shop, that does not mean that thl 
retail buifiness is so lucrative. I know, i n  this island 
that there was a time when I dreaded going into my 
business on Saturday mornings ; we had what is called 
cut-throat competition. Some shopkeepers wanted tc 
turn over very largely ; because they wanted the mer- 
&ant@ to compete, they would give away the meat ox 
which they could put their han& ; and if you wantea 
to follow suit, you had to do the same thing because 
the people we& too poor and underpaid, and they 
would walk for six or ten miles in order to get cheap 
goods. Nany shopkeepers went under, but the mer, 
cbants still made their profits. That state of affair 
existed. Fortunately, or unfortunately, the Wai 
came along m ~ d  conditions changed a bit;  but due t4 
the quotas and the ra6oning system, the shopkeeper1 
to-day are in the same plight as in pre-war times, be 
cause they cannot get the required amount of goodz 
to sell and that plays a very important part ill thc 
businrs.. Again, yon IIRVP fhe price control, ant 
s,omc c7 thr  thin^. the prices of which are controller 
should haw 6een let alone. I mention one of thcce 
thingcconions. Onions should never  ha^-e been or 

,he list of these things, becausg if you buy five crates 
,f onions, you will lose one of them, or at least threc- 
par te rs  .g& it. However the shopkeeper turns, unless 
ie buys 0%- one or  two cratea, in fact, if he tries to 
Bep one of them, he will lose something. When you 
:ome to sugar, there is a farce. The shopkeeper re- 
beives the sugar under~~eight  the sugar clelacjueses 
ind he has to paj- for the bag delirered! 
rhe Competent Authority says that j-cn must 
;ell this bag for 20 cents, and there is no 
rholesale nlerchant in Eoebuck Street who will p a -  
.on 20 cents for a bag to-clay. He will.pay you 8 or 
10 cents for it and does not feel that he is breakkg 
my Defence Regulation. He is buying as cheaply 
is he can, but the poor shopkeeper is rated at 20 cents 
for a bag. That is a part  of the shopkeeper's profit, 
~ n d  he cannot get 20 cents for the bag. The shop- 
xcper's trade has deteriomted and 11 something is not 
I:,rlc to help him, I am sure that those of us who are 
respoi~sible individuals and who have any su5stancc 
at all, will lose what we have. It is coming ta  that. 

am not saying that the public lshould pay more fo r  
their goods; I am saying that the margin of profit 
sllowed on the goods proper should be more evenly 
listributed betmen the wholesaler and the shopkeep- 
m. I do not say that the price of goods should be 
*aised so as to give the shopkeeper more profit; b r ~ t  
take away something from the wholesaler who gets 
his goods in bulk. How many times goods come to 
this island underweight and the shopkeeper does not 
nlcw ~vhat he is gettin. ? The wholestter is all righr. 
he has already got his money because he has not taken 
off for ffie shortage of %he goods. The shopkeeper 
must feel things because he cannot sell the number of 
ponnds which he thought he had to sell. When you 
20me to the control business. I agree that we want the 
retail prices controlled. I sap, Mr. Speaker, unt21 
the shopkeeper gets his full quota so that he can 
get an adequate week's pay or month's salary, he  
will have to abide by the present quotas. If  we are  
goinp to sit here and let the Government continually 
finance the control of quotas, I do not see that the 
shopkeepers will get much further in the near futur?. 
I am reliably told that there are some small agents  
around here who have new goods to  put  on the 
market-that is some gcod news-but because a few 
prominent magnates control the Board, they cannot 
get a proper show. Meanwhile, the public and the 
shopkeepers are suffering, because you cannot g?t 
away froin the fact that coinpetiticn is the spice of 
life, and while i t  is good to have i t  to  a certaili 
utent, mc are asking that some of these agents be b iven a  chance. The ~nembers of the Control Board 

wntrol all the business in the island; they contrd 
cverything. They should control those who are send- 
ing out to their retail shops. During the War, T 
c m 1  tell the House that a certain merchant opened 
shops all over the island ad l ib ,  and sent cut 20 or  
:>O bags of rice per week in order to sell his goods 
(A XEMBER : What year?) Two years ago. I can 
call llamas if you wish me to do so. It is a shame 
hcw the Control Board is run ;  I think it is time 
to break i t  np. Koi so long ago, a sum of money 
was rote<] for the Control Board and I did not say 
anything because it was late in the afternoon an3 
I knew that I could not get any support. While 
3ther people vant  to wax fat, the shopkeepers arl: 
suffering: they cannot get their quotas and they are 
rationed I t  is a terrible state of affairs, nobody 
thinks about the shopkeeper. What I see is bein: 
done in Trinidad ic: this; I am not saying that 't 



should be done here because I have said that I am 
not asking for an increase in the retail price. How- 
ever, in Trinidad, they have zones and the margin 
of profit, half cent more or something like that, is 
determined by the distance frcm the City. I am 
not sa:iillg that that should be done here, but it doos 
seein to he very fair. When you buy say, a bartl.r-4 
of biscuits in the City, you do not have to pay any 
freight costs. bnt when you have tc, send it l4 mill:s 
in the country and you pay 20 cents for the freight, 
if the profit 40 cents, then you only get 20 cents. 
The shopkeeper has to pay trade tax, and in some 
sases occupancy tax, and that does not sound reason- 
able. If you begin from the Chain in Roebuck 
Street until you get to Broad Street, there is nat 
a small shcpkeeper who can pay his bill. That sounds 
funny, but it is a fact. The fellow who manages 
to get out of it is a happy fellow; I will take off 
my hat to him. Year by year when the shoplieepers 
get money out of the crop season and carr;- that 
money- 

At  this point, it being- now 3.30 p m .  of the 
clock, BIr. SPEAKER stated that i t  was now time for 
the consideration of ~ A r a t e  Members' Business. 

SUSPESSION O F  RULE 61 ( E )  

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to lllove for thc 
suspension of Rule 61 (b) in order to resume Gov- 
ernment Business. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
was granted leace to make the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that liule 61 (b) 
be nov sn~pendecl in orcler to resume Governn~ent 
Business. 

Mr. P\A3ISAP: I beg to second that. 
The question that Rule 61 (b)  be now suspended 

in order to resume Government Business was put 
ancl resolved in the affirmatire. 

A division \Tas taken follows:- 
Ayes: Mesus. SPRIKQER, LEWIS, SXITR. F. L. 

WALCOTT, COS. FOSTER, MAPP, RAJISAT, - ~ D A N S ,  
BLACKMAN. G-~RSER, ~'ALMA, Dr. ~ ~ ~ ' L s o s  and Dr. 
CUMMINS-14. 

Roes: Messrs. HAYNES, DOWDING, GALE, S. X. 
and WILKINSON-4. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The question has been l esalve 3 
in the affirmative, fourteen honourable  member^ vo4,- 
illg "Ayev, and five honourable members roting 
C <  ho. T W When the adjournment took place, the Houw 
was in Committee of Supply. t/ 

RESIJMPTIO9 O F  COMJIITTEE O F  S U P P L ~ .  

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House re- 
sumed Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY being in 
the Chair. 

SUBSIDISATION OF FOODSTUFF% 

Mr. CHAIIUvLAN: When the House was 1a;t 
in C~mmittee of Supply, we were considering a Reso- 
lution to piace the sum of 550,162 a t  the disposal of 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee to meet the 
cost of subsidising the conmodit:es men,ionecl in the 
Schedule thereto to the 30th June, 1947, in o r d ~ r  
that the price3 of these ccmmodities may be stabilised 
at such pricer a s  may be fixed by the Competent 
Authority. 

Mr. LEWIS : I would like to know if the honour- 
able junior m e m k r  for St. James is willing to give 
rjome better figures for the proposition which he has 
ma&e to-day. I have bcen discussing the matter with 
some honourable members, and while i t  i; a good 
thing to subidise flour, yet vhen less flour was beiny; 

imported, everybody got bread, and bread iv thk form 
m which flour reaches the poor people in  the way of 
food. I think that  the Committee would be in favour 
of hearing more of tht proposition made by the hon- 
ourable junior member for  St. James becau* i t  is 
worthy of consideration. I said that so as to show 
that there is something in what the honourable mem- 
brr has said. I am convinced that we were getting 
on all right where  our is concerned, when there was 
less flour. There may be a tendency to flood this 
placre with more flour than is necessary because of 
the subsidy. I am not prepared to continue to sanc- 
tion the subsidy if that is the way in which it is going 
to be used. If it is absolutely necessary, I am pre- 
pared to subsidise all the &eds of the people aa fa r  
as food is concerned; but if there iL{ going to be ex- 
travagant nse, I am not a t  all opening the people's 
taxe; to a racket. I do not know where it is begin- 
ning, but I know that it will end with a burden. The 
people of this colony have to pap this subsidy. You 
have money in the Treasury now because there are 
ertain things which could nct be done during the 

\Va:. The moment that you can get supplies of 
material, not only the sugar factories but the mer- 
chants are going to spend their money in improving 
;heir business. They are going to writer off more in 
depreciation and show less profit to be taxed. There 
will be legitimate re turw with less profits, and you 
mill not get the money which you expect to get. The 
Government h* money in  the Treasury because of the 
War, and I think that this money should be earmarked 
:o be spent in improving the water supply, the roads 
and the lighting for the people of this colony. What- 
ever the amount in  the Treasury is, I think that two 
or three times the amount should be there. I am 
baying that I know that the people wil: eventnally 
have to pay this subsidy. The momeut you tax these 
peop l~  in order to ~ ~ r o v i d e  this nl.:ney, the price of 
~vcryt i !~ng wdl go U K ~  and the people will not be m y  
t ~ t t c r  <.K. I forcse2 what k coin? t-, happen when 
the surplus in the Treasury is gone. I foresee that 
thew schemes will eat it up quicker than we may 
realise, and I say that it is in the i,nt(?rest of the people 
that we should take a long view of things. I an1 
convinced that  if a concerted effort is made in  these 
parts to convince people in  places like the Dominion 
of Canada and elsewhere that we cannot import their 
high-priced goods e:rpecially their food, something 
11-ill result from it. Intelligent, strong and con- 
certed action will bring results, hecause as  I hinted 
to-day, the sale of stuff from Canada can be 70 

manipulated that when it reaches you it has parsed 
through several hands, the price has gone u p  and as 
long as you are willing to pay the prick for  it, it 
will come to you as a scarce item. We are fmling 
ourselves, with schemes cmf this sort, tha t  we are 
protecting the interest of the poor man and his food. 
We are not doing that ;  the poor man has already 
provided this money. 

Mr. GARNER: I rise to second the motion for 
the inclusion of rice in this Schedule, and further- 
more, I would suggest that "firewood" and "char- 
coal" be deleted and "cornmeal" included. This 
thing is heing bungled, because we have a fern things 
here on the Schedule which matter very little. Thiy 
are infinitesimal and they should be removed. Corn- 
meal is the people's diet: cou-cou is a favourite dish 
in many homes. We haqe meal here in  a wdc ien t  
quantity, but the people cannot buy i t  bccause the 
price is tco hiph. I think that the Committe~ 
~Ixould listen to what, I am saying because 1 
am i : ~  touch &!l this business and I should 
!~IIOI~: about it. 1 want rice to be included 
in this Schedule. On the last occasion I said that 



I was not in favour of the inclusion of rice '?I 

the Schedule, but since then I have been 
interviewed by the people who have censured me fox 
having agreed to increase the price of rice by one 
penny a pint more. ( A  MEMBER: Are you afraid 
of your constituents 7) I think that the people should 
get their food as cheaply as possible so that they can 
buy some clothing. They come to my place for  goods 
.and when they go out again their amount of moneq 
is great. The ordinary man cannot get mudh meat 
to eat now; when he buys Prem or Corned Beef he 
has to spend nearly a dollar. I am going to speak 
the truth here now. (Laughter and Cheers). It does 
not matter so much a t  what price you put  flour, 
because the poor man buys i t  in the way of bread or 
biscuits. If the ordinary man buys t ~ o  pints of rice, 
he does not buy the same quantity of flour. A lot of 
this flour goes to the bakeries. When I m y  that I am 
voting for the inclusion of rice in the Schedule, I feel 
that I am doing what is equitable and right, because 
rice is the poor man's food. There are a few people 
who eat a large amount of rice, but they do not: depend 
upon it like the poor man. I beg to move that tke 
words "firewood" and "charcoal" be deleted from 
the Scll'edule and that the word "cornmeal" be in- 
serted. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I was wondering whether 
the honourable member would a~lk the honourable 
junior member for St. James to accept that  proposal 
and let one motion be made. 

Mr. GARNER: I would like to counsel honour- 
able members of the Government to defer the matter 
until to-day week and come back with i t  in some 
other form. I feel that it is of no use continuing this 
business to-day and that is why I voted in the way I 
did in  the first instance. Are we going to subsidize 
the poor man's food or a re  we playing a game? What 
is our policy? Who gets the firemood? The Soap 
Factcry gets a lot of i t  and what is the use of keep- 
ing firewood on the Schedule? The Soap Factory 
and some of the big bakeries get the firewood; 
the poor man cannot get it. If you are :tubsidising 
rice and cornmeal, do not go fhe whole way with 
flour, but  have a policy. I have often said in  this 
House that when the Government wants to know 
something about carpentry, they should get a 
carpenter, and when they want to know about 
masonry, they should get a mason. There would 
not be so much bungling. But you get people who 
have misinformation and you get these things 411 
wrong. I beg to move, Mr. Chairman, that you do 
now report progress with leave for the Committee to 
sit again, because it is not reasonable, after hearing 
the wishes of this Committee, to ask that this mattar 
be put to the vote to-day. If i t  is the wish of this 
Committee that the Resolution be carried back to 
the Executive Committee and see what adjustments 
can be made to include these primary things, I thin'< 
that that should be done. We have a lot of eorn- 
meal in the colony now and if the price of i t  is 
not made reasonable, it will deteriorate. AN regards 
flour, as soon as that commodity is subsidi~ted, you 
will get an over-abundance of it, because there is 
money to be made. If you tell the people concerned 
that you are only giving a percentage and not a 
subsidy, you wiIl see how much flour you would have. 
Therefore, while we may think that we are really sub- 
wdising the people's food we are playing into the 
hands of people who have been trained in business 
and have the ar t  of telling you the oppositc story. 
I t  is i n e  that  some of the members of the Governmerlt 
would compete with the businesmelz becan:&? they 
have learned the art, but that does not come under 
the same category. I appeal to the members of the 

Government not to flout the wishes of this Committee. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN : I think that Ihe honourable 

member should make a motion and let somebody 
second it. 

Nr.  GARNER: There is still free speech, ancl 
I hope that this Government will not flout the wishes 
of this Committee and insist that this matter bo 
put  to the vote. 

Mr. DOWDING: I beg to second the honourable 
member' motion. I would like to say that I agree 
wholeheartedly with all that he has said. I think 
that we are losing sight of the people whom we 
are trying to represent. (Hear, mar) .  Rice is 
definitely the food of the poor man of this colony and 
it should be included in  this subsidisation scheme. 
Flour, on the other hand, apart  from being uwd in 
making bread and biscuits, is mostly used for making 
cakes and pastries. I say that f r ~ m  experience. 
( A  MEMBER: Fram experience in the Army?) The 
experience which I have had was, ag an  honourable 
member has said, when I had the 'honour of being in 
the Army with my fellow-countrymen. I n  Amerca 
we could get flour ad lib, but we conld not get any 
rice. I happened to be the Officer responsibl'e for  
the food. (-4 MEMBER: Sham@!) and I have 
Itever bccn ahie to satisfy the men. They were always 
underf~d,  and I T;ve them as much flour as 
When we got to Egypt, we got rice and the situation 
w a k  changed. I feel that rice should b~ included 
i!i this Schedule. 

Mr. F. L. WSLCOTT : Before th? question is 
pet, I would like to say that, from what 1 have wad, 
tile Labour Prime Minister of Engiand has mall2 n 
statement about rice, and Great Britain has to import 
 ice so that the rice-consuming countries ca:l get it. 
Therefore when i t  comes to the question of subsidisa- 
tion, I view i t  seriously. It is strange to find bed- 
fellows like the honourable junior member for St. 
James and the honourable junior member for St. 
Philip who seem to be trying to agree on something 
and now we have the honourable junior member for 
St. George joining them. Let us know what the 
labourers were being paid before the War. What 
were the labourers a t  Lower Estate paid? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Lower Estate has nothing 
to do with this matter; the honourable member 
shcnld not refer to Lower Estate. I cannot stand 
for it. 

Xr.  F. L. WALCOTT : I will bow to your ruling, 
JIr .  Chairman, but we are at  a stage in this colofiy 
where we have to be more than careful as to whom WP 

re having as our leader. At  the last General Elec- 
n we heard a lot about representing the people. 
e must allow the public to know that this is a B 

question which affects the interest of the community. 
The honourable junior member for St. James was a 
member of the Executive fcr the last eight years, a i d  
he was most inaudible when i t  came to matters affect- 
ing the people. Now whcn people like the honourable 
junior member for St. James lose pnwer. they must 
do somethiug to justify that loss of power. The hon- 
ourable senior member for St. J o s ~ p h  waq the pioneer 
of subsidisation in this colony; the honourab!a mem- 
ber fought for subsidisation so that the poor people 
could get their food cheaply, but wml: of us t ry  to 
be forgetful of the people TV,. must see that the 
interest of the people conies first; wo a r .  on]\- the 
reflection of a race which has been d ~ w n  trcddel~ for 
years, and I feel that anything thst v-e can dn to 
a 4 s t  that class of people. it.is our duty to do it. If 
this question of subsidisation m ~ ~ p T i : :  that poll are 
doin? somethinlr vrons  at  the Control Board, Ipt a s  
fix that ;  \v  ann not sav that something is wronr a t  
the Control Board so therefore do  not let us continua 



with subsidisation. The alternative will be $tat  the 
price of these commodities will be increwd.  It has 
been suggested that if we do not subsidise rice, we 
will spite the poor man more. We cannot put in 
the Schedule all the items that we would like to put  
there. I say, finally, that i t  is grevious to think 
that any of us could be so lacking in our responsibility 
as:  n follow people who have never yet fought for the 
interest of the poor people of this colony. This is a 
serious debate: I have seen and read that we in 
Barbados cannot allow any minority a t  all to  do 
anything which would cause the people of this co loq  
to lose the opportunity which they were long waiting 
for. This debate is a serious debate, I repeat. It 
must be remembered that posterity will have to pay 
for anything that IQe do. 

Mr. CHAIRNAN: Before any other honoura- 
ble member speaks, I ~Jiould like to say that every 
honourable member is entitled to speak in the way 
he speaks. I do not want honourable members to 
vie with each other, because we will not get any 
further. 

Mr. COX : I cannot vote silently on this matter : 
I have heard so many rhapsodical ipeeches that it h 
difficult for me to decide whether I should vote one 
way or the other. The honourable junior member for 
St. Philip has introduced his amendment and has 
spoken of including rice in this Schedule. I remember 
that sometime during the session when a similar Reso- 
lution was before us, the hoi~ourable member was the 
first person to suggest that rice nhould not be subsi- 
dised and that the price should be six cents per pint. 
All the honourable. member has given as the 
reaaon for changing his attitude to-day is that a few 
of his constituents have told him that he should not 
have agreed to increase the price of rice. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Every honourable member 
is a t  liberty to change his attitude. I am not now 
r ferring to the honourable member, but as  soon 
as the Committee decide to have another Chairman I 
would be glad. I will be quite willing to have that. 

Mr. COX : The honourable junior member for St. 
Philip mu& realise that this is not a parochial matter ; 
he is a representative of Barbados and not merely 
of the parish of St. Philip, and, a t  any rate, there 
are more people in  St. Michael and other parts rtf 
the island than there are in1 St. Philip. It would not 
Le fair, therefore, to accept the honourable member's 
statement as justifiable argument as to why we should, 
(subsidise rice. We have to consider everything which 
is for the use cf the people of this colony. On 
the last occasion the honcurable member showed _his 
willingness to subsidise flour; but to-day he says 
that i t  is not necessary to do that because the people 
do not use as much flour as they used to use. Wc 
have been given figures as to the consumption of rice 
and flour in this colony. Whether a man makes 
pa  rtries, cakes or  anything else, the most of the flour 
is consumed by the majority of people in the colony. 
The majority of people in this colony use flour as R 

diet; the mason, the carpenter, everybody uses it and 
the children use i t  in their bread and biscuits, and 
so on. That is why me are subsidising flour. I 
notiee that the Conservative element in this colony 
is working in a mrreptitious manner to thwart the 
efforts of the Labour Government bui I am doing 
what I know is just and right in  the people's inter- 
jest;. If they fail- to realise that, the ballot-box i q  

always open and the day of reckoning will come. I 
see that the Conservative element is trying to upsot 
the people and trying to put them back in slavery 
tlnd I am going to open my eyes, ears and month 
and speak against it. I t  is a matter for the peoplr 

if they fail to  realise it or not. It will mean verp 
little for  the individual if this movement fails, but  
i t  will mean quite a lot to the inhabitants of this 
colony. I see that certain Labour members a re  
getting in close association with others and doing a 
l@, of tricks in order to upset the people. I9 this were 
a mass meeting, you would-hem a lot more from me. I 
am not saying now what I know happens, but  T 
am saying that this Resolution should be passed. I 
remember that on a former occasion whew a similar 
Resolution was before this House, i t  was filibusterad 
2nd pushed aside and the people suffered a s  a result. 
The food was in the warehouse; i t  could not be 
priced and the people could not get it. I think that 
if honourable members have the interest of the 
~ e o p i e  at  heart, they should vote for this Resolution 
and not allcw the Conservative element to sway them. . 
We have selected this Labour Government which i s  
working in the interest of the people- 

Mr. CI-IAIRMAN: I 'have allowed quite a lot 
of latitude, but the motion before the I-Iouse is that 
I do now report progress with leave for  the Com- 
mittee to sit again. Therefore any further debate will 
have to be confined to that  motion. 

Mr. COX: I would like to say that I see no 
sense or justification in supporting that motion. 1 
hope that the Committee will pass the Resolution 
in order that the people will be able t o  get their food 
at a cheap price. 

Mr. TALMA: I am surprised to hear the re- 
marks which have fallen from the lips of the honour- 
able member who has just  sat down. It would appeai. 
as  if the Conservative element or the Labour group 
have based- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The motion before the Com- 
mittee is that I do now report progress with leave 
for the Committee to sit again, and I say that the 
honourable member must speak on that  motion or he 
cannot speak a t  all. 

Mr. TALMA: I am giving my reason for  voting 
in the way in  which I am voting.. I am saying that 
the Conservative group and the Labour Party were 
closely aligned during the last session but  they are  
riot so closely aligned to-day. When the Congress 
Party attempted to break the relation, one would 
have thought that a suggestion had been made where- 
by the people would suffer some detriment. This is 
a question of including rice in  this Schedule so that 
the people will benefit. I do not think that  anybody 
could sugg~st  thak we are doing anything wrong if 
we include rice in  this Schedule so as to help the 
poor people. 

Mr. GARNER: I did not want to rise again, 
but some +honourable members have made some re- 
marks about me. I am not i n  collusion with any- 
body; I have moved an  amendment, or rather I have 
seconded the motion for the inclusion of rice in this 
Schedule. I s  there anything wrong in tha t?  If I 
&m in  collu&on with someo'ne i n  order to  get cheap 
food for  the people of this colony, I am grateful 
for that. If there is any other collusion, 1 do not 
know about it. If anybody seeks to get the best for 
the poor people of this colony and I am in  collusion 
with him, I think that I am going right. If any- 
body knows that he can be awcia ted  with a Con- 
servative member ~ h o  has a programme and it is a 
feasible one, there is nothing wrong with that. .'If 
!-ou align yourself with a man on one occasion and 
vou see that your man has no programme now, what 
are you going to do? Two can walk togetheri when 
they agree. You cannot walk with a man if you 
do not have things in  common with him. If it suits 



you now, you walk with the people who voted for the 
inclusion of rice in the Schedule. The honourable 
senior member for St. Michael should have said that 
I said on the last occasion that I voted against the 
jnclusion nf rice in the Schedule, and when I went 
back to my constituents, I was censured. They told 
me that L had no right t o  agree to increase the coa  
of rice to the people. I have a chance to redress that 
tc-day, and I am doing so. Some honourable mem- 
bers feel that unless you see through the same eyes 
as those which they are seeing through, you are 
doing wrong. I say in conclusion that when the 
time comes that somebody makes a change of heart 
3r undergoes a metamorphosis, you have a right to 
associate yourself with him. I am voting for the 
inclusion of rice in this Schedule to-day; I am hop- 
iilg that cornmeal will be included also, and whg- 
ever walks that road he is in line wiih me and I with 
him. 

Mr. GALE : A great deal of heat has been 
generated by all parties in connection with this 
Resolution and a plenty of acc~!sations have been 
made. It is unfortunate that honourable members 
did a?ot attribute to other honourable members the 
same g ~ o d  motives as they have towards the people. 
Etonourable members have been elected to this Hous: 
to represent the peuple with the best of motives 
I am not here to cluestion anybody as to why hc 
i~3 voting "Aye" or "No". I think that we should 
get down to the realities of the matter before us 
Many views have been expressed to-day; the s u g  
gestion 'has been made that other items such as rice anrl 
cornmeal should be included in this Schedule an?  
shat other items like firewood and charcoal on whicr 
the subsidy is very small, should be deleted. 1 
think that we would be somewhat sash this af ter  
noon if we voted one way or the other. We are no 
sure what the amount required would be if we talu 
the subsidy off the flour and put it on the rice; v: 
are not sure what the amount would be in respee 
of these itcms when we take off an item which h a  
been subsidised. It may not be found possible to dc 
these things. These are matters which cannot bc 
gone into hurriedly ; there arc certain statistics whicr 
;Ire necessary before we can go into t h e e  mattea 
properly. That is why I am prepared to vote fo 
the pcstponement of this Resolution. I think tha 
everybody in this House is in favour of keepiiq 
down the price of foodstuffs so that the poor peoplc 
can briy them, only that everybody is not in  agree 
ment with the different items proposed to  be subsid 
m d .  Some honourable members think that ricc 
should be included in the Schedule while cthers dc 
110t think so. If I were in the Government, I woulc 
postpone consideration of the Resolution and com 
back next Tuesday with figures showing what it woulc 
cost to subsidise rice, and if you take off so mucl 
for flour, horn i t  will affect the situation. The31 
rhings are not clear either to the Government 31 
io those members who are making the proposition9 
For  the reasons which I have given, I think tha. 
honourable members should vote for the postpone 
ment of this Resohtion. 

31r. ADAMS: I am asking honourable men* 
hers not to postpone the consideration cf this Reso 
Zntion. Nay I remind honourable members of wha 
I said at  the beginning? The price of flour is doing 
all .arts of tricks, than.-ing t ~ i c ~  in a week in quie; 
succc -ion. I t  is impossible for the Gorerltmellt to cl( 
more than follow the expert advice d ~ i c h  we haye go 
both locally and from Canacla, and m-ait for thrt.4 
months. Aecorcting to the experts, the position is like 
ly to be better at that- time. The arqument of the h011 
ourable junior I ~ . I P P I I ~ C  for St. James is that the whe-1 

rop is liliely to be extraordinarily good, and the 
)rice of flour may come down. I t  is more thau 
hb~~ndant ly  clear to the Government what the 
~osition is, although the position may not be cleai- 
o the hollourable member who has just sat clown. I 
hall have occasion to read the speech made by the 
Ionourable junior member for St. Philip on the la-;t 
masion. I am not calling a spade anything but is 

ipade. When honourable members are told that thz 
Jovernment is. anxious zbout subsidisation, whin 
heg are told in December that the schenle was in 
'espect of flour and not rice and that i t  is better 
a continue the present policy for three months anli 
lot six months, all we get by way of c ~ ~ s t h c t i v :  
:riticism is the suggestion that rice be put back 
n the Schedule! Honourable members must remem- 
]er their own arguments in December abont the two 
uades of rice being so close to each o t h e ~ i h a t  Foil 
:ould 1ia~cll~- tell one from the other; that you are not 
going to benefit the poor people when you subsidise i t ;  
,hat people will mix it and the poor man  ill get the 
o ~ ~ e r  grade rice at  the higher grade price, and ko 
Corth. At this stage, let me quote from the speech qf 
he llo~lon~able junior member for St .  Philip aud ask 
;he Committee if the honourable member did not hi t  
he nail on the head three months in advance. This 
s what the honourable member said:- 

"I hold in my hand a speech which I made in 
this I10use since 1945 claiming that the price of 
rice should have been six cents per pint ever .since 
and people should get all they want". Some h o ~  
Dr other, his constitutents did not go to him their 
and tell him that he was doing wrong. The honour- 
able inelliter did not change his mind, and he did not 
have the honourable senior member for St. Jamee 
10 nod at  him to tell him not to put charcoal and 
firewood in the Schedule. The honourable member 
went on :- 

"It was a broad statement to make, at the tim? 
but I had great foresight and the Executive Coin- 
mittee has now seen what I saw then. The people 
would not mind paying six cents per pint for rice. 
I am a shopkeeper and I say that the man in the 
&reet does not mind paying six cents per pint f o ~  
the rice if he can get i t  regularly." 

I congratulate the honourable member on having 
had the courage to say that, because that was my 
view. 

b "I am surprised", the honourable member went 
, "to see so much political manoeuvring and to 

Ifear so much propaganda to-day." 
When the honourable member obeys the whip 

of the honourable senior member for St. James, and 
is carried over with his bow, is that not political 
manoeuvring and political propaganda? Thp hon- 
ourable member got here last year and amused ua 
mhell he talked about members changing thy;? riewr 
after cocktails. That has brcaght abont t h ~ t  conl- 
bination of honourable members on the l ee : .  The 
honourable member went on.- 

"I speak as a shopkeeper and 1 say that wlicn 
the Executive Complittee decided to fix the price s ~ f  
rice at six cents per pint, they did something gooc~ 
for the peoplz. I do not want to g& hot although 
there is a lot to get hot about. Rice is twenty-fiv;; 
cents per pint in America, and if we can get i t  he:@ 
a t  six cents per pint, I do not sse my reason why, 
:ve should have any grouse. Rice is a cheap food. 
As regards flour", and I commend th$ statement to 
the honourable junior member for St. James, "every- 
one knows that flour is a necessary ingredient in  
mr diet, and the ccst of this item getting beyon81 
our means or the means of the man in the street." 





and 1 am giving the Committee the reasons why I 
have changed m y  mind. I think you should ask the 
Committee to decide the matter. 

Mr. CI-IAIRMAN : The Committee will consider 
that the motion before them is tliat I do now report 

d progress with leave for the Committee to sit again. 
This Committee cannot deal with things which hap- 
pen all over the world. I am not permitting it. 

Mr. GARNER: I nearly lost my life in  St. 
Peter because a gang- 

JLr. ADAMS: I take exception to t h e  words. - -  
I ask that they be taken down and t'hat the honour- 
able member withdraw them. 

The CHAIRMAN refused to hear the honourabl 
member and asked Nr. SPEAKER to yesume the ?hair. ' 

Sk. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and, in ac- 
cordance with Rule 142 (b), adjourned the I-Ionur: 
until this day week, the 22nd day of April, 1941, , 
at  twelve o'clock noon. 
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