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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 22nd April, 1947. 
Pursuant to adjour-t the House of Asseuhly 

q e t  at 12 o'clock noen t o d y .  * .  
Present : 

His Honour Mr. G. B. B T ~ Y N  (Xpeakkr), His 
Honour Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKE~ (Deputy Speaker!, 
Mr. J. T. C. R.ANSAY (Chairmlz  of Committees), Dr. 

1 J. A. LE V. WILSON, Messrs. L. E. SMITH, F. L. 
WALCOTT, M. E .  COX, D. A. FOSTER, H. W. SPRINOE~, 
M.A., G. H. ADAMS, B.A., H. D. BLACKMAN, J. A. 
HAYNES, R.A., and V. C. GALE. 

a f t e r  prayers, Xessrs. S. A. ' 5 1 7 ~ ~ o ~ ~  and MAPP 
enter the House m d  take their W@. 

MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on 
the 15th April, 1947, having been circulated are - taken as read and confirmed. 

DOCUMENTS 

Nr.  SPEAKER: I have the honouur to infora  
the House that I have received a Statement of Rev- 
enue and Expenditure from the Commissioners of 
EIighways for the parish of St. James for the ha!f 
year ended 31st March, 1947. 

PAPERS LAID 

living alloviance for the OEcial ICeporter of the Legis- 
lative Council ax~d the two Official Repbrters of the 
House. 

Message Xo. 16/1947 from His Gxcellency the 
Governor informing the House with reference to the 
Address datecl the 11th February, 1947, that provis- 
icli for the erectoil of fish sheds and sanitary conven- 
iences a t  various points around the coast has been 
included in a scheme for the devdopment of fisheries 
in the Sketch Plan, the details of which will be worked 
out in consultation with the Fisheries Officer and the 
fi~hermcn. 

Message No. 17/1945 relating to the recruiting 
of workers in Barbados to the U.S.A. 

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the 
year 1947-48. 

Quarterly return of transactions in  Rum to the . 
31st of Nareh, 1947. 

Messrs. WILKIKSQN, WARD, and CRAWFORJI enler 
the House while the abovementioned Papers axe 
being laid and take their seats. 

NOTICES 

I (Amendment) Act, 1943 (1943-3). 

Government Notices are given as follows:- 
Mr. RDAMS: liesolution to place the sum of 

6 8 5  a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to pay from the 31st April, 1946, to the 
31st March, 1948, a cost of living allowance for the 
Official Reporter of the Legislative Council and the 
two Official Reporters of the House of Assembly. 

31r. SPRINGER: .Bill to amend the Education 

Mr. ADAMS : Xr. Speaker,-I have the honour 
t o  lay on the table of the House the following 
Papers :- v 9. 

Messaze Xo. 14/1947 from His I3xcellcncy the 
Governor infornliiig the House that the Comptroller 
for Derelopn~ent and Welfare is prepared to arrang.: 
for the services of an instructress ill handcrafts to b >  

' made available to run a six-month course in hand- 
craft training i?l Barbados out of funds to be made 

S available by the Comptroiler, and Inviting the views 
of the House on the proposal. 

Message No. 13/1947 from His Excellency the 
' C  (r*. Governor informing the House v i th  reference to th? 

Address dated the 11th February, 1947, that a resoln- 
tion mill be p!ai.ed hefore them to provide a cost of 

Nr. BLACKMAN: Bill to establish a Depart- 
ment of Medical Services for this Island. 

Xr.  BLACKMAN: Bill to make provision in 
relation to the Barbados General Hospital. 

Xr .  ADAMS: To move the House into ~>ogG 
mittee of Supply at  its next. meeting to consider the 
money Resolutions of which notice has just been 
~ i v e n .  

Other Notices are given as follows:- 
JIr. BRANCKER: d Bill to amend the Settle- 

mrnt of tlic. Poor ancl Bastardy Act. 1897 (1897-6j. 
A Bill to amend the AIarried Woman's Act, 1896 

(1896-5). 
-1 Bill to amend the Pet'y Debt AlcL, 1899 

(1899-3). 



BILLS GELD A FIRST TIME 

On the motion of Ur.  SPRINGER, seconded by Mr, 
BLACKMAN, a Bill to amend the Education (Amend. 
ment) Act is read a first time. 

On the n ~ d i o n  ~f Mr. BLACKMAK, seconded bp MY 
ADAMS, a Bill to eytablish a Department of Nedical 
Sexvices f o ~  this Tslaud is read a first time. 

On the mution crf Mr. 'RLACKMAN, seconded by Mr 
ADAMS, ;1 Bill t o  make provision in relation to thc 
Barbado, ~e f i e ra l  Hospital is read a first time. 

Mr. 1 ~ ~ 1 i - 1 ~  cliter, the House and takes his seat, 

SET,EtTT C'O3I;VIITTEE APPOINTED 

Mr. AD.US: I beg to move that a Select 
Committee btl appointed, Mr. SPEAKER, to draft a 
reply to His Excelleucy'fl Message No. 17/1947. 

Mr. SPRIKGER: I beg to second that. 
The question tha t  a Select Committee be ap- 

p i n t r d  to clraft a Rep]>- to His Excelleacy's Message 
KO. 17/1947 is put and resolved in the affirmative 
without diriqiou. 

MY. SPESICEB: Subject to the approval ?f 
the Iiouse 1 appoint the following members the Selecl 
Committer f o ~  the purpose:- The senior member 
for the City (Mr. Cos), the senior member for  St. 
Philip (JIr. CRSWI'OXD), the junior member for S t  
James (3h .  WTLKIXSOX), the junior member fo_r St. 
Peter (J'lr. F. TJ. WALCNFT), the junior member for 
St. Lucy (311.. BR.~XCKER), and the junior member 
for St. 3Iichacl (311.. GALE). 

Mr. \TTILliTSSC)S: Nr. Speaker,-I ask to be 
excused fro111 s e r ~ i n g  on this Committee. I am 
serving on seT era1 Committees already. 

Mr. ADd3IS: I mould just like to point out 
to the honoumble member that this Committee hope 
to mett dnrinz the luncheon interval and submit its 
Eepoit on recnmption. There is nothing controversial 
about the subject contained in this Address of His 
Excellency. 

Mr. WILICISSOK: That being so, Mr. Speaker, 
1 withclraw 1115- request to be excused from serving 
on thi% Committee. 

ESCT'SE FOR ABSENT MEMBER, 

Mr. TVILI<iSSOS : I beg, Mr. Speaker, to offer 
an Excuse for the absence of t h  junior member far 
St. George who unfortunately js unable to attend. 

APPOISTJIEYT O F  SELECT COMI\IITTEE 

Mr. AZDdJlS: I beg to move the appointment 
of a Select Committee to draft a Reply to His 
Excel1enc;-'S Xrssape Xo. 14/1947. 

BIr. SPRISGEE I beg to second that. 
The question that a Select Committee be ap- 

pointed to &aft a Reply to E i s  Excellency's Mes- 
xage So.  14/1947 is put and resolved in the 
affirmative withoat division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Subject to the approval of 
the Home I appoint the following members the 
Select Committee for the purpose:- The senior 
member foY St. George (Mr. SPRINGER), the junior 
.member for  St. John (Mr. BLACKMAN), the junior 
member fo r  St. Xcha t l  (Mr. GALE), the senior 
member for St. Peter (Mr. F. L. WALCOTT), the 
senior member for  St. John (Dr. W ~ O N ) ,  and the 
senior member for Ft. Andrew (Mr. H a p a s ) .  

COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY 

Mk. SPEAKER: The first Order is to resume 
Committee of Supply to consider the grant of sums 
of money for  the service af the Government. 

Mr. S ~ A E E R  leaves the Chair and the House 
resumes Committee of Supply, Mr. EAMSAY being 
in the Ohair. 

SUBSIDISATION OF COMXODITIES. 

The CHAIRMAN: When the House was in 
Committee of Supply on the last occasiou we were 
considering the Resolution for £!50,160 to subsidize 
certain commodities and the junior member for St. 
Philip was speaking but the honourable member is 
not in his place. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: On the last occasion 
when this House met I was accused of nodding my 
head at  the junior member for St. Philip and i t  was 
implied that I, by nodding ins- head, did so tc, 
influence the honourable member's vote. Well, 
Sir, I think that my head is my own and 
if I choose to nod it, that is my business. I do not 
think it concerns anyone, although if I was asleep 
snoring while the debatrs were going on objection 
might be taken to that. Now all of us know thr? 
junior member for St. Philip. I think he is one of' 
the most independent men in this House; that is mv 
opinion. He came here and said "I made a mistake 
on a previous occasion" and he gave us the reasoil, 
not an  excluse, why he on the last occasion was going 
to support the subsidization of rice. That  reason 
was that his constituents, the persons who elected 
him to this House, have told birn that he had made 
a mistake on a previous occaaion and that they want- 
et rice at  a cheaper price. Well, Sir, you cannot 
find any fault with that ;  it is a reason, not an  emus?. 
Now, Sir, the senior member for St. Joseph has bezn 
accustomed to dealing with yes-men. 

The CHAIRMAN: I want to draw to the hon- 
ourable member's attention that the Resolution bp:- 
!'ore the Committee deals with subsidization. I alsa 
want to counsel the honourable member not to in- 
troduce anaything into the debate which will lead to. 
a repetition of the behaviour which was displayd 
on the last occasion. I would be glad if the honour- 
able member would t ry  to oblige us by letting get 
on with the business btfole the House. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : ~ u t  certain things were 
id in this House and they have been printed. I 

E v e  read them in the newspaper. 
The CHAIRNAN: The newspaper is not the- 

3fficial record of the proceedings of this House. Wait 
until p u  see the official record and then you will be 
2ble to refer to that. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: That will be too late, 
The CHAIFUMAN: You cannot refer to the 

newspaper report in the course of this debate. 
Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: Well, Sir, I will have a 

to please the Chair but I could understand your 
ruling if I were not herb and heard the remarks 
m;-s~lf. 

The CHAIRMAN: I t  is not a case of pleasing 
the Chair- # 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: If  you rule me out of t 
i 

order I will have to keep my mouth shut. 
The CHAIRMAN : I will not do that. 0 

C 

& Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : Wheneve- the senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph finds himself in a difficult Gsition II 

in  this House he blows off steam. 



TIIE CHAIRNAN: I am afraid the honourabit 
member is not sticking to the Resolution. I crave 
your indaigence. Stop this bickering which doer 
not help us ancl let us  get on with the Resolution for 
subsidizaticn. I do not flatter the honourable mem. 
ber when I say that I am looking to him for help. 

Mr. S. A. TVALCOTT: The senior member for 
S t .  Joseph has accused me of shaking and nodding 
my head at  the junior member for S t  Philip in  order 
to tinfluence his vote and I am asking the Chair to 
grant me the indulgence of answering his remark. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Let us get. on with the 
Resolution. 

M&. S. A. WALCOTT: I wilt bow to your 
r ~ ~ l i n g .  I take it, Sir, that subsidimtion means 
trying to reduce the price of all essential article 
so thst the poorest man in the community will be 
able to purchase that article. That is my idea of 
su'bsidizadion and in this schedule before us, rice 
is not included. I consider that rice is the most 
essendiar food of the poor man to-day and that it 
should be included in this scheclule: Flonr is 
not as necessary or as  essential an article of 
food for the poor man as rice is and that  is a 
statement which, I do not think, can be disputed. 
hear the argument that flour is just as essential 
a s  rice. Well, Sir, of the quantity of flour which 
used a t  least t50 per cent.-so I have been led to 
understand-is used in making cakes and other 
luxurious articles of food. (A Voice: 50 per cent. 
bread and 50 per cent. of everythin? else). When 
you subsidize flour to the extent of 7 cents per lb. 
I suggest that you are subsidizing cakes which are 
not the poor man's food. We are not here to take 
the taxpayers' money and benefit one particular class 
and that is what we are doixq w h ~ n  we subsidize 
flour for the man who is able to buy it. I take i t  
that  we should subsidize an  article yvhich a person 
is not able to buy. Again, rice and flour are two 
carbohydrates and how can you subsidize one carbo- 
hydrate at 7 cents per lb. and do not subsidize the 
other a t  all? The reason given is that you are trying 
to  equalize the price of the two articles 'but in my 
opinion that is a v e r ~ ~  ~vrong policy. Subsidize rice 
and let the people's food be cheaper. 

T H E  CHAIRJIAN:  I want to draw to the atten- 
tion of the honoura.ble members that while they are 
not in school I can hear distinctly remarks which 
I, m Chairman, feel are likely to 'interrupt 
the honourable mcmber who is sp~aking. If it goes 
onlike this, the House mill h a w  to get allother Ch:lir- 
man. I will not sit here anti allow remarks which 
are audible to interrupt an honourable member who 
is speaking. 

Mr.' S. A. WALCOTT : We subsidize pickled 
meats which come from the same animal but 1 do not 
think that any member of this House would thmk 
of subsidizing ham that fetches $1.001 per lb. or use 
the argument about equalizing the price of two pro- 
teins. Why, therefore, should that argument be 
used in the case of rice and flour? I do not see what 
difficulty there can be in subsidizing rice and allow 

better spent on subsidizing rice. I should now like 
to make a few remarks o n  what the junior member 
for the City said. H e  said "Let it be clearly under- 
stood that the people have to pay for this subsidha- 
tion." That is perfectly correct but  he is missing 
the point. When you subsidize. flour, the people who 
are better off get the benefit of that subsidy and 
%hen p u  subsidize rice only the small man gets the 
benefit. The senior member for  St. Joseph said on a 
previous occasion that the rich man does not eat 
rice. That was a true'remark he made on that occa- 
don ;  i t  is tantamonnt to saying that the people of 
the island hare to pay the subsidy but only one class 
of persons will be receiving the benefit from the 
subsidization of rice. I do not think that i t  is ihe 
intention of this Hoaw to subsidize an article that 
people are able to buy. If that is so, you will soon 
be asking us to subsidize whiskey. Before I sit down 
I would like to know how much rice we have received 
in the island. so far, in respect of the quota which 
sye are able to get it from British Giiiana during this 
vear. I would also like to know if my information is cor- 
rect that we have about five week's supply of flour 
in  the island now and when the next shipment will 
be coming. Mour is a thing that spoils. My argu- 
ment is that if the Government continues to let the 
outside market know that flour will be kept a t  7 cents 
per lb., they will send i t  here a t  any price and that, 
in my opinion, will be doing then1 a great deal of 
good. 

Mr. HAPKES : Mr. Chairman,-I do -not want 
to delay the passing of this Resolution any longer 
but I have been all along dissatisiled mith the subsidiz- 
ation saheme of this Government; i t  hais never 
appealed to me as the proper method for reducing 
the cost of living. To me, it* has always been a 
piecework carpet, nothing else. I have never been 
able to appreciate any advantage de r iv iq  from it 
although I would be the last person in  this Houce who 
would not like to see a reduction in the cost of 
living and I feel too that there are other members 
of this House xho  have the same feeling as I have, 
namely, that the community is not benefiting from this 
suhsidization. As regards this Resolution I see fully 
well that i t  has to go through but I am counsclI@ 
the members of the Government to really condder, 
aefore sencling another down, whether they 
:annot formulate a much better scheme. I am 
always advocating a reduction in the cost of working& 
men's clothing; you do not reduce the cost of living 
to the workingman when the prices of his working 
clothes remain what they are. If the finances of 
the colonv do not permit these things to be done, 
why go on to camouflage and make a farce of this 
thing? I do not see where we are helping anybod~i 
by this present scheme and I am hoping that before 
mother Resolution for this purpose comes befom 
this House, there will be a proper reorganization of 
'his subsidiza5on bnsineis or a cutting out of it 
wtirely from the policy of the Gouermnent. 

Mr. WILKINSON : Mr. Chairman,-Fir~lt of 
ill, I would like to thank the senior member for St. 

L> - 
the price of flour to remain'& 7 cents per lb. The l Joseph $ for sending around particulars of this sub- 
idea of this Government ~ F I  to keep flour a t  7 cents I sidization which I asked for on last Tuesdav. I feel 
per lb. no matter what the subisidy would be. Three I that if these particulars had been sriven to members 
months ago, we were asked to subsidize flour. At 
that time we were told that there was no money to 
subsidize rice. To-day, three month:? later. mith 
brnd~etomn full of flour-I think that is the rertaoa 
fo r  this subsidy to be kept on flour-we are asked to 
Gnd m2 extra 2 cents per lb. in  order to continue the 
rubsidizatScn of flour. Those extra cents cou8d be 

a t  an early stage, some of this disc&ion might have 
been saved. I received these particulars yesterday 
and I have endeavoured to examine the111 anil I am , 

not even now convinced that the Government is doing ' 
the right thing to exclude rice from this schedule. 
I t  is well known that if you are subsidizing articles, 
the only fair and proper way to do so is t o  have 



ration m t e m  as well, otherwise you are helping to 
weate a black market. I was a member of the i4xwu- 
five Committee and I regretted that we ever gave 
,up &e coupon system in  connectio_n wlth rice and 
really to carry this thing to its proper conclusion 
.we should have the coupan sy8tem as long as isubsidizn- 
tion goes on. Like members of the Go-vernment and 
other honourable members who have spoken I am 
hoping ;hat the tlme is not fa r  distant when we shall 
not have to subsidize foodstuffs. From the figures 
which have been supplied by the senior member for 
St. Joseph, it will be seen that the large amount of 
$23,500 is to be spent on the subsidization of flour. 
Now, Sir, that is for  a period of three month8 and 
that is a large amount of money. As I have said. 
I am not convinced that we are daing right to sub& 
&ze flour and not subsidize rice. Since last 
Tuesday many people, whom I do not know but tLey 
are people from the poorer class in  the community, 
b a p  been to me aild told me that they consider ricc 
a much more important item in their diet than flow. 

Mr. GALE : Mr. Chairman,-I would like k) 
make a few remarks on this subject. On the last 
occasion when we met I advocated that before a e  
commit ourselves in  this matter we should get facts 
and figures about the subsidization of flour and no€ 
rice or the subsidization of rice and not flour or the 
$ubsidization of both rice and flour. I hwa  taken 
the trouble to interview certain people who have to 
do with the importation into this colony of fmr and 
&her commodities. I have gone into ths matter 
very carefully and have given it a great deal of study 
and I fi~ict that wen if we subsidize rice it would 
be impo&ble at present to take anything off flour 
b-0 if we did that we would not be able io get 
a loa'f of bread for a penny. The smalles~ loaf of 
bread would have to be, sold at three cent? and if 
ii were not_sold at three cents, the penny loaf would 
be so small that people would not buy it. I was veq  
eager to agrw vi th  what the senioy member for St. 
James hat said but I find that in the presenr, circum- 
stances i t  wonld be quite impractical to do that. I 
understand that in the near future, there is likely 
to be a re$ncticn in the price of flour as  sooa as t h ~  
new wheat crop is reaped and also as the r e ~ u l t  of 
negotiations which are going on between the producer: 
of wheat and the British Government. For thosc 
easons I do not thiuk i t  would be wise to hold uy 

?he passing of this Resolution any longer. 
Mr. WARD: I was always in favour of subsi 

dizinp  ice hewuse I felt that it was a eommodit: 
which the poor class of people uses but still othel 
thjngs must be taken into con~4deration. What it 
worryinr?. ine is whrther we shall be able to get sufK 
cicnt ricc in this island so as to be able to fulfil thl 
needs of the people. If we are not going to get suffi 
cient rice T feel that we should subsidize another oom 
modit>- vhich i, nti:ized mole than others. But  Sir 
there i q  a limit to ~ ~ l i i c h  we must go because, you k n o ~  
this is a very fnnny world and everybody is out tl 
make money. If i t  is known that this Govenlmen 
will subsiil;7. flour there is nothing to p r e ~ e n t  
racket from going on between the merchant< n :c 
the people on the other side. I t  is a very seriom propc 
sition to conrider and 1 think we shodd try to ge 
a oeilinn, price fixed on flour, so that m-hen wt. F-.,. \ui 
sidizino- it -\W will know what we are subsdiziny. A 
present there iq a ceiling price fixed on rice but i 
15 unobtainable in 11ie quantillrs v.0 TCHIII! like i 7  
this island; so ttx: ;~l thct~ph I :IW vcrv 1:xil-h ;I 

favour of subidizin~: rice, ~f ~t w1:l be 1:,1l~c~.-il~ll 
t n  get sufficien: rice to rn;.-t the ne.-ds of t he  )it: 

munity, rre n ~ v q f  11qk &er the pe?,:ls nn;l oil-- 1 1 ~ 7  

omething else cheaper with wh~ch ih~- call carry 
n. Pernonally I do not agree a t  all wrLh subbidia- 
ion. I feel that we have increased wages in all :W- 
ions of the community to meet the increaswl cost 
f living and I feel that the Government by continu- 
ng :CO subsidize foodstuffs is encouraging ihe reckless 
pending of money which could be spent, in niy 
pinion, to a better advantage on behalf of the peoplc 
f this island. We did not increase waget, for  sport ; 
re increased wages because the people said thni *% 
iving conditions were beyond their reaches. R e  
ncreased the wages of agricultural labourer:( because 
re knew that the cost of liring has increatsecl and that 
he prices of commodities which they have to buy are  
much higher than they were formerly; .to I feel that 
his Government should consider carefully whether it 
hould go on spending this money i n  subsidizatioii 
,nd think of ways and means whereby it would bene- 
it the community much more under present condi- 
ions. We are supposed to be subsidizing these 
rticles for the benefit of people who cannot afford 
o buy them if they were not subsidized but when 
ve subsidize these goods we subsidize them for every- 
body's benefit and what I feel about the matter is 9' 

hat we should spend this money i n  helping the 
bcople wh_o cannot help themselves. The Govern- 
nent has very big schemes before i t  and I am 
varning its members that they should go very cau- 
iously as  f a r  as the expenditure of the colony ii 

oncerned, otherwise they might find themselves in 
very chaotic state financially. It must b e  

*emembered that the estate owners and other busi- 
lessmen have advanced wages considerably and i t  
nust be borne in mind that their profits in future 
vill not be what they were in former years; 
ouseyueiitly the Goveminent mill not be get- -L - 
iiig the amount of income tax which it has 
been accustomed to get and we are dependent to 
L great extent on income tax to carry on this Govern- 
nent; so unless this Government is very cautious 
11 spending the money which has been collected by  
way of taxes i t  will find that the greater part of the 
werve which i t  has iii hand will have been spent 
tnd it will not have carried out the schemes which 
5 has in mind for the benefit af the people of this 
:ountry. I feel that every man in  this community 
would be glad to see everybody happy. We know 
khat clothes are as essential as food but  we never 
?ear anybody talk about subsidizing clothes We --F 
have tried to give the people better wages and we 
must temh them that they should learn to balance 
their budget, like other people do. I repeat that if 
it is impossible to get sufficient rice to be subbdbed, 
c\-e should subsidize something else for the time being 
and the next best article of food i s  flour but, as I 
Laid. we must be cautious and must t ry  to get a 
ceiling price for flow because you may be 
subsidizing it at 16c. or 14c. per lb. soon and ia 
that case you would not be doing any jus6ce to the  
people of this country. At  present there is no com- 
petition in the flour market, We have to buy from F 
one  articular sourcr : that source knows that flour 
is slzbsidized in this i:~larxi and they will endeavour 
to mulie hav while the qull shin~s.  

Mr. LE WIS : I am in favour to-day of passing 
this Resolution as i t  is and taking the word of the 
Government that i t  is going to give m-ious considew- 
tion to this subsidization scheme from every angle. 
T am in sympathy with the expressions of opinion 
abont rice beinp jn the schedule and I have said 
NO on a previous occasion. N;t- opinion to-day is that . 
tile Government, P a w l  on previous policy. m w t  t 

Fnv. made certni.7 arranrrcments about taking 



deliveries of flour, 60 I. am prepared io leave t l ~ a ~  
alone. One month in  the quarter has nearly gv-~c 
and I have m desire to emourraw tiie ~ O V ~ ~ L A W ~ A A L .  
But  1 do hope i t  will pay great attellclon CO v;nc(~ I 
has heard. I am stressing &he p o u ~ t  that tue wnuw 
subsidlzatiou acheme be cvllsiciered from every aqpe ,  
particularly from the angle whether i t  is rime ror 
us to stop this subsidiza~ion. Let UJ see wht't1lt.r 
we car1 get our foodst~1E5 ond other h n g s  a t  tue 
cheapest prices; let us  S e  to it that wages are colu- 
mensurate with the cost of Ii\7ing and thac we LLv 
our best 'o get things as cheaply as possible for 
the people. Kow, one oi' the belt schema 1 call 
imagine for helping people woulg be to help then] 
to help themselves and I would coullael the UOVCII.- 

ment and others who are glring the matter any c$ u- 
sideration that wheress ~t would be a  cod ~ l l l u g  
to include rice in the schedule, if you hib*:c had i t  
in millcl that you are going to qtop subsidization, i t  
will come as a greater halchhip if you d i e  oiY eye11 
a cent and in the course of a few mollths h a v ~  ~o puc 
i t  back on. I wonld like to say this for the benefit 
of the senior member for St. Lucy. He said that 
there is 110 ceiling price for rice-- 

Mr. WARD : On a point of explanation. 1 
did say i hat there is a ceiling price for rice. 

I&. LEWIS: I am sorry that I did not hear 
the honourable member well; but at  any rate the 
Agreement with British Guiana only guarantees i t  

delivery of 80 per cent. and consiaeration wil l  bc 
given afterwards to the remaining 20 per cent, 1 
was talking. Sir, about helping people to help them- 
selves. If we do everything in our power to get 
cheap rice in an  abundant quantity. if we subsidize 
or  do not subsidize flour and i t  comes to us in abuii- 
dance, the people of this countr;c--and I believe 
the people of- tiny co~~ntr~---ruouilcl cease to assist 
themaelvej by the plant in^ of more of theb  own food- 
stuffs when i t  is easier to bnp t h e e  g ~ o d s  and the 
best thing f ~ r  0111' eeoiio1iiy is to get the people into 
the habit of helping themselves, not that I agree that 
the price1 should be so high as to prevent them from 
reaping tlie fullest benefit. S c c e p t i n ~  the assurance 
of the Government that it is going to give this sche111e 
the serious attention nhivh it deseil-es I am going 
to support this Resolution. 

.Mr. BRANCKER : The honourable member who 
has ju8t spoken hinted at  the pos3ibility that there 
is, under contempl-ation. the cessation of subsidization 
altogether but I would suggeat to the Goverilment 
that it does not give any serious consideration, unlew 
conditions change very rapidly within the next fcw 
month\, to the stopping of subiidiultiol~ after thk  
80th June, 1947. As honourable members can see 
from tlie Resolution, uhis money is to iubsidi,k> these 
commodities during the months of the year when t h ~  
majority of the people in this country are working 
and as soon as the reaping season is completed, that 
principal souwe of income will be cut off as from 
the 1st July. To envisage the prospect of no remur,- 
era' ion without subiidization i\ a inoect fearful 
thing indeed. There is no qnestion. to my mind, that 
rice is tlie most important item of food. and flow 
takes secofid @cr. Rice is a greater necessity tha.3 
flour and the only reason why people are not using 
more rice. so long as the price i.4 within their reach, 
is because they cannot obtain i t  If ihe nrice of 
flour anrl the price of rice were at pre-wall figures 
we would find that verx- much more rice is used 
than flour. Once again I will refer, as I have do11e . on practically every occasiol~ when thi? schedule 
eomea before this House. to the necessity of subsidiz- 

C ing cows' mill<. T hal-e been told tha; the best wa7- 
to deal with ?hat  is to subsidize stockfeed. 2nd I 

mm. remind the Go~ernnleiit that the price of cows' 
mli~i  aerjerves i L s  very 'vcarelul cou~derailou. I r   he 
~ e s t  means of dealing with i t  i s  to subsictue stociueecl, 
then swneth~ng ahoulcl be dolie to seep the price 01 
y ~ o c b e e d  what i t  ih; although appreelnte dlst you 
cannot di8erentiate between the stockfeed whlch is 
purchased by the owners of racehorses and the idle 
rlah aud the fodder which is purchased by the poor 
man. If, as the honourable senior member for St. Lucy 
has mid, there are people who have been gm11 a 
c s s t  of living bonus arid so are in  a better position LO 

pay the increased prices of certain commodities, ler 
us not overlook the fact that we have a loc of people 
who aqe out of work and those people also have to 
live. I again commend the Government to do w n e  
thing about the price of cows' milk; adopt whichever 
method is the most effective meam of keeping cows 
milk at a price which the poor people a n  afford 
to pay. 

Mr. ADAXS : I will deal with t!le last point 
first. I wish to acsure the junior member for st 
Ijucy that to this questipn of cows' milk the Govern- 
ment has for  some time paid much attention. As a 
result of some enquixj@s which I have made cd the 
Livestock Officer I can essay that the scheme which the 
Government has accepted i n  principle and for which 
we are making provi&on to the extent of 550,000 in 
the ten-year ~evelopment  Plan-a Central Milk Dis- 
hibution Scheme-is such that i t  will gladden the 
hearts of all of nu to know that cheap milk will be put 
at the disposal of persons i n  every parish by a system 
nf distribution much less haphazard than the pres- 
ent system whereby milk may be sent from one parish 
to another. I assure the honourable member that 
this question of milk distribution is receiving much 
attention; that the proposed scheme is a good one 
and that as soon as the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies gives his approval to the suggestion made 
in  the ten-year plan it is poposed to &art with the 
scheme almost immediately af%m. I wiah to opnlpgtu- 
late the junior member for St. Xichael and the senior 
member for St. Lucy on the moderation snd the 
r~asoiiab1ent.s~ t,i' t h t ~  contributions to the debate. 
I t  is really heartening to see that some members of 
the Opposition s d l  lav  aside at some timts the mere 
desire to score a debating point and will contribute to 
a debate in a way that you cannot help admiring. I 
do not make that statement merely because they 
foreshadow the fact that they will be voting for the 
Resolution but because they have been able to realize 
that there is a lack of sufficient rice to be subsidised. 
We have had information that there is a drought in  
British Buiana and owing to that drought it is f a r  
from likely that they will be able to inczrease the 
80 per cent. of the 9,2W which they promised to give 
us. The point -made by the senior member for  St. 
Luc7 is R usefnl point. a p r t  from that information, 
that is, if we cannot provide sufficient rice we should 
subsidize what the junior member for St. Lucy 
describes as the second thing to rice-flour. 1 am 
mre that the House would be indignant if I took any 
notice of the second-hand palave-S OF the senior 
member for S t  .Tames. As regarcls the remarks of' 
the senior member for St. Andrev I ' i \ ' : ~ ; r i  like t o  
point out to him again that it is ths feeling of the 
Government that clothing shodd be cheaper but  that 
can be better attended to bv a decreasc in the m&- 
ups thgn bv puttinq llrhaki Dams. let us sap. in this 
schedule. I assure him of this: that the Governmont 
intends almost immediately-that is :he latest nossil>lp 
information I can give him-to appoint a Commission 
to qo into the whole question of subsidizstioi~. cos: of 
living-, and mark-uar (Cheers) . H o n o ~ l ~ ~ h ! "  mev 
bers will see that the Government will keep to that 



assurance. I rise primarily, Xr. Chairman, to rep 
briefly to one or two misleading statements: whlc 
have been made in-the Committee, which have natur: 
ly be reproduced i n  the Press and which have , 
some cases, as all of us know, been accepted as 
sound foundation fgr  arguments against the Gover 
~nent's proposed subsidization plea. The first poi 
to which I should like to make reference is tl 
suggestion that the importatioll of large quantiti 
of flour is a racket; that honourable membe 
who are members of the Executive Committ 
me puppets in the hands of merchants ar 
other businessmen and that we cannot see 1~11. 
we are being fooled or made use of as tools. I hoy 
that I shall not appear offensive if I say " I thar 
God I am not a businessman." I am not defendin 
busineamen but I will say this: whatever thej 
outlook maybe, whatever their attitude maybe towarc 
the question of subsidization or the question c 
importation, that attitude, if inimical to the interes 
of the community, has nothing whatever to do wit 
the large importation cf flour that took place earlif 
this year. I t  has been said in this House and repr, 
duced in print that the dearer flour is the more flon 
merchants will import because their commissio~~ wi 
be higher. Every honourable member will remen 
ber that in 1941 conlmissiolls on all important in 
ported food-stufls were fixed by Dr. Saint per u11 
m d  my recollection is that they were fixed 011 th 
sanie amount of profit ~ h i c h  used to be made befor 
the war. Whether a bag of flour costs $5 or $50, tl, 
i n ip~r t c r  is allowed so much per bag; therefor 
i t  is utterly untrue to say that a merchant iq goin 
to import thousands and thousands more bags tha 
he would otherwise import because he gets commissio 
on the price of the flour. It makes no differenc. 
as  f a r  W a merchant's commission is concernec 
whether the price of flour is $5 or $50 per bay 
The other allegation that as soon as flour was sub 
sidized increased quantities were imported also ha 
no foundation in fact. W e  have as our good for 
tune Dr. Saint back with us and a t  a meeting of th, 
Control Board on Monday he was present. I w~ 
glad for my sake and for the sake of the Govern 
ment that Dr. Saint wholeheartedly approves of th, 
present policy of the Government and attributes thl 
r,ttacks that have been made on the Government'! 
policy in  this House to a lack of a real knomledgc 
of the facts. He added that if there was one com. 
modity in the world that gave more trduble thal 
any other, i t  was flour; there was always too mucl 
flour or too little. Parenthetically, stocks of flour a 
Christmas-time were so low that if flour did no 
come during Christmas week, there mould have bee1 
no bread in this country. After the stocks werc 
not coming in sufficient quantities during thc 
months of Kovember and December last year thc 
Controller cabled to Mr. Stollmeyer in Montreal Ir 

ascertain the cause of the delay in shipments ant  
he was told that the St. Lawrence floes mere on im 
mid-November ancl that cargoes had to be sent tc 
Halifax for shipment, instead of coming forward 
from Montreal; that there was a lot of congestion 
.on the railroads going to Halifax, brouzht about bp 
heavy snow and the movement of very large quanti- 
ties of goods. As a result of that, it was decided 
by the Control Board that for the month of 
January, illstead of importing the usual 15,200 bags 
of flour, we should get 24,800 bags-an excess of 
9,600 bags-~~yhich is about three weeks' snpply, so 

to build up stocks in case this congestion on the 
uailrcads continned and there was difficulty in re- 
spect of import:.tions during thc winter months. 

Those are the points with which honourable fllembem 
thould have beerr fortified before they made those 
allegations about merchant.; brilxillg in these vast 
quantities of fionr because of the increased price aitd 
subsidization. TTTell, in v ier  of the larger quantit~r 
which was ordered in January, the qualltities ordered 
subsequently went down from 15,200 bags per month 
to 7,200 bags in E"ebruar3--1,000 bags less-the same 
quantity in Xarch,-7,200 bags-and 12,000 bags 
April-3,200 bags less,--again nothing to do with 
what the merchants wanted but becauw the Control 
h a r d  felt that, quantities coming in the way m 
which they were coming, it vias advisable to have 
at least such stocks that me should not completely 
run out of flour. But fortunately for the island, 
the calculations of the Con:rol Board were somewhat 
thrown out by the fact that the shipping position in 
January and February improved considerably and 
the flour which was late in arriving in November 
and December came to hand in addition to the supply 
for Janualy. That is why the pnblic heard that so 
r~iuch flour was i11 the warehouse in  Ericlgetuwn. But 
at no time did these stocks exceed 54 days' supply 
in the island. Honourable members can, therefore, 
see that this talk about the piling up of huge stocks 
of flour because of the rapacity of local merdants, 
wl~o are sometimes rapacious, I admit, is mare propa- 
ganda. Owing to reduced quantities ordered in Feh- 
ruary and March the stocks went down considerably 
mcl last week the stoclrs in the island amounted to 
~ n l y  38 days' supply which is practically the normal 
pan t i t y  we keep in stoclr from time to time. It is 
mly fair to the Government and myself-l regret to 
-ay to the merchants too-to give the Committee 
hose facts. I have no brief for the merchants. I 
epeat "Thank God I am not a businessman?' If 
give honourable members the prices from month ta 

nonth they will see how the island benefited from 
his Foresight in accumulating stocks in Janu2ry 
when in November and December the quantities were 
lot forthcoming. In December the price of flour was 
b11.90 per bag; in January i t  went up 25 cents per 
3ag; i11 February it went up 20 cents peT t a g ;  in 
\larch i t  went to $129) per bag and in April :c $14.35 
)er bag, so that comparatively the vast qnantity 
)ought in Jannary was really cheaper by inore thali 
;2.00 per bag than the quantity bought in Ap-il. 1 
hink those figures and the reasons I hare give11 chould 
atisfy every member of this Committee that the al- 
egations which were made as to the cause of thehe 
uge stocks ITere not based on accurate linow!ellge and 
)r e junior member for  St. .Tames has said ;hat we 
~ave reason to believe that the price of flour mav 
,o down, as a result of the Wheat Conference which 
3 sure to operate in favour of the British Common- 
realth of Nations. 

Jlv last point is in reply to some remerks that 
rere made about cornmeal. Bn allegation was nlado 
1 the Press that the price of cornmeal fell 2 cents 
er lb. after subsidization was removed. Honourable 
iembers will remember that me put cornliieal in the 
:hedule beea~lse corumeal v a s  not obtainable a t  the 
inie and me pnt it in S ail alternatire to flour ; bnt 
ie ?rice of flour compelled us to stick to flow. 
ornineal came along and luckily one of these md- 
gned merchants, not a member of the Control 
bard, had a brain Tmre which he pased  on to 
he Control Board, Cornnzeal is obtainecl larqely 
"om the United States of America arid it is only 
by-product; after the Quali-er Oats Conlpany and 

rms like that extract other cereal foods frcm the 
wn they then send the cornmeal to the Wrst h~dies ,  
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one of the few markets that buy it. A merchail 
who has l& finger on these things, seeing that t h  
cornnieal crop in the United States was going to b 
a huge one, suggested to the Control Board not t~ 
buy at  the time of his s u g g e s t h  but to-wait an( 
his foreca4t turned out to  be accurate. The pric 
fell heaxily. I nla;r- say, and as the result of waitiq 
for thiq v t iy  heavy fall i n  price, as  it has been de 
scribed, the Controller was able to 'buy cornmeal a 
such a low price that he could afford, to recomment 
the disc.ontinnance of the snbsidization of cornmeal 
The alltyatioli that the price fell because subsidi 
zation was l~rno~..ed is so much nonsense; it fell be 
cause the origii~al cost fell colisiderably and i t  wa 
because the ccst fell considerably - the accusers p u  
the cart before the horse in this particular instance- 
that it was no longer necessary to subsidize coru 
meal. 1 hare made these points because, as I saF 
when incorrect statements are made on the floor o 
the House and are not contradicted and when the! 
are reprolluced in the Press the public can be easi!) 
misled - men honourable members can bc 
misled-h?- them. I believe in the reasonablenes 
of human beings; tell then1 the truth, tell them ail 
the fact5 you have in pour possession, let them ex. 
anline them for themselves and you can deplen< 
upon t h 4 r  sot~nd jndgnwnt cf a matter, 

THE CHAIRMAN: The senior member for St 
James made an  enquiry about the quantity of ricl 
to hand. 

Xr. ADAMS : I have not the exact figures bu: 
I can bay that just we have been building up re. 
serve stoclis of flour we hare been building up re 
serve stocks of rice and, so far,  we haver about 40% 
of our entire 1947 allocation by Demerara already ir 
the island. 1 do not think there are any further 
figures 1 can give the honourable member. I wish 
to apologize to hcnourabre members for having given 
them, a t  so late a time after the last meeting, thc 
figures appearing in the documents "A" and "B" 
I am stating the palpable t ruth when I say that hon- 
ourable members not in  the Government must realize 
what an almoet superhuman task it is to do the GOV- 
m n m e n t ' ~  work thoroughls. A t  the same time, I 
am not appealing for  sympathy. The members of the 
Government like hard work and I am only giving 
what is an explanation and not an excuse. 

Mr. S. A. WAI;COTT : The senior member for 
St. Joseph made the point that merchants are allowed 
Commislsion on units. The point I am making ifi 
this: The more subsidy the more units and, Sir, if 
~ h e r e  are more units, the merchants must get more 
commission. I quite agree with the junior member 
ior  St. bncy that this is not the time to interfere 
with subsidization because our cost of living is much 
too high. But what I am suggesting is to allocate 
some of this money towar& rice and that will not 

< in any waj- affect the amount of money which thz 
Governinel~t is spending for subsidization. The 
junior inentber for the City said that if the price of 
rjce was fixed at  5 cents per pint and later on i t  
goes back to 6 cents per pint, that will cause a heart. 
burn but lie seems to forget that rice was 4 cents per 
pint befcre it  vent to 6 cents per pint. I think that 
that is causing a heartburn. 

Mr. LEWIS: There is just one very particular 
point that n-as made b ~ -  the senior member for St. 
Joseph which, I think, he should be called upon to 
clarify and say whether he has information exactly 
as I am going to ask him now. I am not aware of tll{> 
fact that Dr. Saint or any man in Barbados can fir 
the comc;i.ssion that an agent of a supplier of flour 

in Canada should be paid. I am going to  confess to 
the honourable member that I know nothing about i t  
but does his information cover the commission that 
is paid to an agent in Barbados acting for a flour 
mill in  Canada? H e  stated that there are state- 
ments made on the floor of the House that can be 
very damaging but Dr. Saidt would be placed i n  a 
peculiar position to tell shippers of flour i n  Canada 
or anywhere else what commission they must pay 
their agents in Barbados. I would like to know 
if that is so. Do you mean to tell me that Dr. Saint 
controls as well the profit that  is derived from the 
business done on behalf of the flour mills o r  shippers 
in Canada? I will risk to bet that the honourable 
member might find that it is done on a percentage 
basis. He  made a statement about cornmeal that 
was not made on the floor of this House and I think 
he is aware of it. He said that  luckily somebody had 
a brain wave as the result of which cornmeal wss 
purchased at  a much cheaper price and i t  would 
scem as though the honourable member is willing 
to accept 211 these things. I would like him, i n  fair- 
uess to t h r ~  members of this House, to state whether 
the big profit that he alluded to on flour or  anything 
else is regulated by Dr. Saint as between *he shipper 
in Canada and his importing agent in Barbados. 

Mr. ADAMS: It is difficult t o  follow the hon- 
~ u r a b l e  member's question. I said plainly that the 
commission is allowed on each unit, whether it b e  a 
bag or a box. Naturally i t  was fixed on the basis of 
the profit which was made before the war and that 
was done also in England and i n  other places too. I 
emember the " Recorder" specifically making mucb 

point of i t  in quoting what was done abroad and 
,uggesting that we should do the same. The mer- 
lhant is allowcd so much on each package and, there- 
fore, i t  is immaterial what the price of the article 
is. I do not think it is necessary to say anything 
nore about that. If the honourable membcr so d.>- 
~ i r e s  I would like to discuss it with him privately. 
3ix or seven years ago Dr. Saint made this alteration 
from a percentage on profits to s fhed commission 
>er unit. 

Mr. WARD: With regard to what the junior 
nember for the City has said, there is a n  agent rep- 
wenting Canadian flour mills in Barbados and we 
10 not know whether the increased stocks of flour 
s due to negotiations between the mills and that par- 
icular agent. We are not talking now about mer- 
:hants at all. A merchant'e profit might be so much 
)er bag but that agent representing the flour mills 
nay be petting so much on the price of the flour. I 
~elieve i t  is very difficult for this Government to 
'ven think about questioning the agent of the flour 
nills in Canada about what he is getting. I knew 
hat the senior member for St. Joseph could not an- 
wer the question of the junior member for the City 
lecause I know he would know nothing about it. 
rhere may be someth4ing going wrong in the price 
E flour between the milk and that particular agent. 

;\h. CRAWFORD: Sir,-I presume that this 
tesolution will be passed to-day for two main rea- 
on?. The first is that we have the pledge of the 
fovernment that the entire question of snbsldization 
?ill be r~viewed in the very near future and the 
wand is that we are getting our rice ncw under the 
rrms of a fire-year Agreement with British Gniana 
11d were n-e to start subsidizing rice now it necessarily 
lcalli that we will have to continue snbsidizing rice 
1- n e  should continue subsidizing i t  throu9hout the 
e~ioit of the Agreement; so that if we began to peg 
ic? a t  4 cents per pinff to-day and later on in Jnly 



when the position of the flour market imprpves 
and we stop 'spending money on the subsidizatim 
of flour me may have to go on taking oiat 
nioney frcm the Treasury to subsidize rice. 
For  these reasons I believe honourable members 
will agree to the passiug 01 the Resolutiou 
and expect, as has been promised, a proper 
revision of the whole policy within the next three 
mouths. If to-day, Sir, among other honourable mem- 
bers I support the passing of this Besoluticn I mant 
to assure people both i n  this Chamber and outside 
of i t  that In so doing I am not in any way flouting 
the large section of the public in this country who 
would like to see rice included in the schedule; 
ueither am am I being so gullible as to decide 
that stlddenly in Barbados the standarad of co rne r -  
cia' morality 11'1s become SQ high that we can withost 
question accel)t n-hat we are told b> the big mer- 
chants ~vho itmiLate the Cont~ol  Board. If we ate  
going to be toid that we can sit blindly and accept 
what we ;Ere told by then1 as gospel iruth, well, Sir, 
we might as well come in here and the honourable 
members on my left to dictate the policy of the 
Government. The po~ution is this. We all know 
that never in the history of this country has there 
been mueh morality practised among the merchants 
of this island and we all know that evep in this 
question of pegging the prices of foodstuffs, even 
111 the matter of p+ce control these merchants are 
out in every way possible, whenever they can and 
if they can, to put something over the public. As a 
matter of fact it iB only because of the mismderstand- 
ings whjoh occur from time to time between the big 
commercial magnates in  Bridgetown that outsiders 
like ourselve,; get an inlrling of  hat is going on. 
Take this question of flour, for inrctance. I ;inow 
two importers who have been m~ickedly excluded, who 
have not been gra5ted allocations of flour and in the 
fixing of the aklocationg a time limit was used which 
specifically excluded them. The junior meiqber for 
the City stated a case in point last Tuesday and i t  is 
became of this' widcedneiss, so to speak, in high places 
or  to use another apposite comparison or even better 
still to quote a familiar proverb "when rogues fall 
out honest men get what they deserven-it is bccausg 
some of these importers have suffered a t  the hands 
of others that we know all is not well with the Control 
Board and, therefore, to-day if I sit liere and agree 
to the passing of this Rksolution T 1;dnt to l d i e  it 
perfectly plain that I am doing :\o not because I am 
behv  taken in by what I am told 5. these people. 
There is no wonder that the junlcr member fol- St. 
Philip who is not so well to-day-he may be here 
later-took strong exception on Tuesday last to the 
allegation that the stand he took was the result of 
a nod from the senior member for St. James. After 
all, if you look a t  the matter squarely, the senior 
member for St: James is actually a member of this 
Chamber, elected among a Party. We were cov- 
~en ien t ly  told a few weeks ago by the senior member 
for St. Joseph that we-all 24 members-were elected 
to this Home on the Tarty sy~item and if we 
were elected in such lavge numbers by our re- 
spective Farties it does appear to rile that 
t h n  members of the Partv to which the senior 
men1:ler for S t  Janles belongs should not be 
regarded as political nntouchables or aq being so 
politically leprcus as the senior member for St. 
.Joseph wanted to intimate. As a matter of  Fact 
1 lo3k ;lt i t  this way: if we are goinq ti) take nods, 
It  is fi7- better to take them from people elected like, 
mrselv~w than from the nlerahants mho doniir~ate the 
c'nntrol Board. Many of them could not ref in this 
Chamber if the>- qpent their whole fortunes; they 
could urt if thep dyed themselves the complcx- 

ion of the senior 111c'lnber for St. Jubcl)h aucL inySeK. 
l think the senior member for St.  J o  c.ph \+l11 tlanuc 
that neither in his organization uor in mine will be 
tound tbe political repository of all the clehirez; and 
aspirations ocf the people of this country. If that 
was so, one of us would hare had a majority in the 
l.& eht i0n .  I n  SO far. as the j u ~ i o r  member for fit. 
PhiIip is concerned I know that neither he nor ally 
&her person who belongs to the organizaric,n with 
which he is connacted is under any obligation, either 
morally or otherwise, to any member of the 
Colltrol Board; and, therefore, he is perfectly 1x1 order 
and perfectly able to get u p  in this House and 
express his opinion, even when that opinion happens 
to coincide d h  that of members of the Electol-s' 
Association. Now, Sir, I go even a little further. 
Some day last week, seine of the working classes in 
Bridgetown got the fairly reliable information that 
we are to have emigration to Curacao. To whom did 
they go? They found themselves a t  the office of the 
junior member for St. James and asked him to go 
rmmediately and discuss the matter with the Governor 
~ h i c h ,  L understand from some of thexl, h- did. 
Obviously even the masses in this country seem to 
think that  something good can come out of the 
Association to which the junior member for St.  James 
belongs. And, Sir, I repeat that if i t  is evca trup 
to say that the senior member for St. James or the 
junior member for St. Jam@ is drawn from the 
same scction of the comrmnity to which the people 
who dominate the Control Board belong, i t  is alsrr 
true to say that a t  least they have the excuse of 
saying that they had to identify themselves with 
the working classes of this country, et least to the 
extent of enlisting their s&rage to ggft in this Chamn- 
ber and, therefore, they may have had b e t t e ~  means 
of acquiring a knowledge of what the masses think 
and need. They may Fe in sympathy to-day with 
the people by compulsion but not by conviction but 
there are a lot of other people who an? liabourites 
to-day but  who were not always ldbcurites. People 
who attacked the late Dr. O'Neale are labonritrs 
to-day; they have learnt to know 'tctter and there 
is some little hope that honourable nlembers on my 
left may, in process of time, also adrmce the claim 
that they are the only representatives of labonr in 
this country. I was surprised a t  thc may in ~vhicb 
people almost contradict thems~lves ,m this question 
of the situation about stocks of rice in the island. 
On the one hand we are told that wc. cannot aEord 
o expect the people on the other side to give us  b reater supplies oE rice, d~erefore, as it is not  avail- 

able xve mill do what we can with flour. On the other 
hand we are told that here me are only at  thc begin- 
ning of the fourth month of the yew ancl that we 
already have 45 per cent. of the allocation of rice 
to us. within two months we have 3lrnost ocr C O ~ -  
plete qilota for thi:~ year. Eve11 if i t  is TPIW +hat we 
a re  building qp  a reserve-by all means we should- 
as a result of what we  have heard t,f the u ~ f o r t u -  
llatp position in British Griana, i t  is not true to say 
that TT-e are not getting our supply of rice.-+. &ate- 
inclit ~h : l ch  the figures do nct support. TI:e senior 
member for St. Lncy in his remarks did say that he 
had been told that v e  rnnst go o n  subsidizing flour 
beca1xse if n-e subsidizze rice, the people cmnot get 
it. That js not truc. The position M S  regards rice 
is satisfactory ancl so long as the Agreement lasts I 
believe i t  will remain satisfactory. NOW, Sir, 1 thklk 
I hare made i t  perfectly plain why I am sup~ort i l lg 
this Resolution to-day and, in  conclusion. 1 ~i.allf to 
make i t  just as plain, before I sit dolm, that either 
the junior mem'b~r for St.  Philip or the 0r:avlization 
to which he belong? is quite prepared on any O m t -  



sion to idly himself or themselves with any indi- 
vidual, in this Chamber who in his or their opinion 
is willing and anxious to do something for the people 
of thk country. I remember that Churchill durlng 
the war when the very exktence of Great Britain 
m threatened declared that he was willing to make 
a pact wlth the devll ln order to save Britain and we 
are also willing to do anything in this country, if by 
so doing we are convinced we will be advancing the 
interests of the working classes of this country. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : I am very surprised 
at  the argument that the senior member for St. Philip 
used in saying that he will not tnbsidize rice. His  
argument is that if we subsidize rice to-day we will 
have to subsidize it for f i x  years, the period of the 
Rice Agreement.. Well, Sir, I do not see how t h ~  
honourable member could be so gullible or expects 
us to be W gullible as to accept an  argument like 
that. He could just as  well say that we could not 
stop subsidizing flour o r  any other . article. Why 
select riee alone? I canncr; see anything in that ar- 
gument a t  all. I quite agree with the junior member 
for St. Lucy. We should subsidize rice so as to g:ve 
the people a cheaper commodity. 

Mr. WARD: I am saying that sufficient rice 
cannot be had to lie subsidized; why then should it 
be subsidized P Let us subsidize something else which 
will help the people tide over the situation. 

Thc question #at the schedule be mended  by 
adding rice to the list is put  and resolved fin the 
negative, the division being as follows:- 

Ayes: &.. WTLSON, MESSRS. BRANCKER, S. A. 
W&~COTT, and W I L ~ I N S O N ~ .  

Noes : MWRS. LEWIS, F. L. \ I T k t ~ 0 ~ ~ ,  SMITH, COX, 
FOSTER, M m ,  SPRINGER, ADAMS, BLACKMAN, CRAW- 
m, HAYNES, GALE, WARD, DR. CUMMINS, and MR. 
SPEAKER-15. 

Mr. WILKINS-ON: I do hope that the senior 
member for St. Joseph will not think that I am 
trying to delay the   as sing of the Resoldion but, Sir, 
before you put the question I should like to say that 
I have a little experience in  these matters and I do 
not think that thin, Resoiution i11 its present form 
carries ou, the intention of the Government. I n  the 
first place i t  should be stated in hic Resolution that it 
is to supplement Resolution No. 'So and So and, sec- 
ondly, the Resolution states that this amount of money 
is t~ meet the.cost of subsidising the commodities me1.- 
tioned i n  the schedule to the 30th J u m ,  1947. but i t  
does not state from what date. It Beems to me 
that 'his Resolution only oomes into force on the date 
that it is signed by HIS Xxcellency the Governor bu 
there may be a lapse soinerrhere. I d r a v  thesz p o i n t  
to the notice of the 'honourable m.ember, not with 
the idea of postponing the Resolution but with the 
idea of trying to help. 

The question that the Resolution do aow pass is 
put  and resolved in  the a r m a t i v e  without divkion. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
SPRINGER, %he Chairman reports the pmsing of two 
Remlutions in Committee of Bupply and &, leave 
to sit again. 

The Houw resumes and on the motions of Mr. 
ADAMS, seconded by Mr. Cox in  each w e ,  the iwo 
Rerolutions are read a first and a second time and 
are agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It being after 2 o'clock. this 
House stands adjourned until a quarter to 3 o'clock 
in  accordance with Rule 40 (a) .  

REPLIES LATP 
On re-assemhline, 
Mr. CR.AWFORD: Mr. Spraker,--I b p  to 

lay on the Table of the House the replies to qnw- 

ions No. 1, standing in the name of the honourable 
iunior member for St. Joseph. 

SUSPENSION O F  RULE 61 (A) 

Mr. ADBAIS: I ask leave to move for the sub;- 
 ensi ion, of Rule 61 (a)  in order to resume Govern- 
nent Business. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
)er was granted leave to make the motion. 

Mr. ADABIS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (a) 
)e now suspended order to lesume Government 
3usiness. 

&h-. SPRIN~ER seconded the motion which was 
greed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  When the adjournment for  
unch took place, the House was in  Committee of 
lupply. 

ZESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY 

Blr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House rs- 
.umed Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY being 'n 
.he Chair. 

SUPPLEMENTARY RESOLUTION RE PURCHASE OF 

BUILDINGS AT SEAWELL AND CHARLES FORT. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Chairman,-The next 
Resolution is for  the sum of 562. 8s. to be placed 
it the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
nittee to supplement the amount granted by resolu- 
;ion No. 2/1947 dated the 15th January, 1947, t e  
mrchase from the War  Office certain buildings at 
jeawell and Charles Fort. 

The addendum explains the position. By Reso- 
ution No. 2/1947, the sum of S6,134. 5s. was provided 
arlier in this session to purchase from the War  

3ffice certain buildings a t  Seawell and Charles Fort. 
3wing to a clerical error the total cost of the C h a ~ l e ~  
Fort buildings w% shown as !C1,534.16.0. while ths  
lgures should. h a v ~  been 51,597.4.0. The total 
tmovnt required under the Resolution should, there- 
Core, be 56,196. 13. 0. This Resolution is t o  provide 
the additional sum of 562, 8. 0. I think that  I should 
xdd that, as fa r  as I know, the fault is not that-of 
m y  member of the Executive Committee, and 1 
loubt whether this Committee will object to grant- 
ing this additional amount. I beg to move that this 
Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. HAYNES : I can quite see the reason for 

this Resolution, but at the same time I would lik13 
to know if any decision has b e m  made as to the 
rise of these buildings. On the last occasion we only 
got a nebulous view of what w u l d  be done  wit'^ 
these buildings. I am hoping that one of the mem- 
bers of the Government will be able to give me some 
enlightenment now as to what t h q  intend t o  do with 
these buildings. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Unfortunately the positio 
is still nebulous. 

The question that t h k  Resolution r ? ~  now PRSP 

was put  and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

The Resolution was passed. 

COST OR' L M N G  ALLOWANCE TO OFFICERS E m -  
UNDER COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT AND WELFARE 

SCHEMBS. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: The next Resolution, Sir, 
is one to p'lace the sum of f34,351 a t  the dkposa1 of 
the Governor-in-Executive Cbmmittee to pay with 



eft' ct froin the 1st April, 1946, and until the 31.x 
-\?arch, 1948, a cost of living allowance to cEcers 
employed under Colonial Development and Welfare 
Schemes. The rates, turns, conditions and excep- 
tions are all set out in the Schedule attached to this 
Resolution, and I beg to move that this Resolutiou 
tio now p*. 

Nr. CRAWFOBD: I beg to second tha!. I an1 
asking the Committee to deal with this matter as 
expeditiously as possible because the p. ople for 
whom this money is being asked are very much m 
need of it. 

Mr. LEWIS : This, I believe, is the second 
Resolution which has come before us for money to 
pay cost of living a l l o w a n c ~  or salaries in connection 
with Colonial Development and Welfare Schemes. 
On the last occasion I do not think that any state- 
ment was made as to whether the money which is 
being paid out, in connection with these Schemes will 
i :e  recovered or not. I would like to know exactly 
how this thing is being done, whether the money 
;S coming ont of the allocation to the colony qr 

whether we are now, out of the Treasury, augment- 
ing Schemes which were adopted under the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Act sometime previousl,.. 
T am hoping that the honourable member who is h 
charge of the Resolution will say something about 
this matter. I am wondering whether the Colonid 
Development and Welfare Department will give us 
an  increase4 amount or not. I would like to know 
if we are now taking over some of these Schemes at 
least to the extent of the payment of this cost of 
living allowance. I am not objecting to it, but 1 
&ould like a statement to be made for record in this 
House. 

Mr. BLACRMBN: This money will not be re- 
funded; i t  is coming out of the Treasury. I dd 
not think that it is possible for us to make any 
exceptions; all the officers will have to be treated 
in the same way. They will receive a cost of living 
~llowance a c c o d n g  to the rates set out in the Scheci- 
nle to the Resolution. 

The question that this R~solution do now pass 
was put; and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

The Resolution was passed. 

EXPENSES RE RUNNING OF THE COTTON SPINNING P U N T  

Mr. SPRINGER: The next Eesolution, Mr. 
Chairman, is for the sum of £9,550 to be placed at  
lihe disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
for the purchase and installation of machinery for 
1 he Cotton Spinning Plant and to provide a revolving 
fund for  the purchase of cotton lint. 

The Addendum,explains briefly the history of this 
Plant and the reasons why it is necessary to ask for 
this additional vote. This House authorised the ex- 
penditure of $13,200 in 1945, being an  advance to be 
recovered from Colonial Development and Welfare 
funds for the purchase and installation of machinery 
and to meet operational expenses. The position now 
is that owing to the delay primarily and to a number 
of other causes which I will briefly mention, that 
money has been found to be insufficient. The actual 
experience of operation shows that by the addition 
c 9  some machinery which was not in the original 
estimate, the output should be doubIed and the opera- 
tional profits made much greater in  relation to the 
outlay. I n  any event, more money has to be foun.3 
tb meet the operationaI costs. Honourable membera 
will remember that when this plant came down, it 

came down in advance of anyon: either to.e:ect or to 
operate it. I t  was hoped optimistically that the 
local engineers would have been able to make a jon 
of it. but unfortunately, no drawings accompanitld 
the nlachirlery and a s  none of the engineers had any 
experience or had seen any plant of this nature, th:y 
kad to do some guess work and when the Operator 
tame down he found that some of the things whicn 
should have been there were not there. Some of the 
parts were badly connected. I will quote from the 
Feport of the first Operator who came d o h  if hon- 
ourable members so desire. I have no desire to delay 
the Committee by going into extensive 'details. Then? 
mere no drawings and there W& no engincer whr, 
had any experience in the handling of the machinery. 
I t  was badly packed, there was no grease in th6 
middle parts which rusted and some parts wera 
missing. The first engine sent down was too weak 
and another one was ordered. The first Operator who 
came down some months after the plant came down 
was ill and we had to await the arrival of his suc- 
ccssor, and he came nine months after the first one 
had left. All these circumstances have caused the 
uelay and the wasting, so to speak, of some of the 
oiiginal money which was provided. If there is any 
further information which honourable members de- 
sire to have and I can give it, I shall be happy to 
do so. I have seen the plant myself and I am coa- 
rinced that  i t  is a very hopeful thing as f a r  as a 
small method of industrialisation c o n c b e d .  I say 
small, because as seen from the addendum to the 
Resolution, it will not employ a large number ~f 
people directly in the machinery; but there are foul 
males and a manager employed in the actual spibning 
operation, and i t  will mean keeping a certain 
amount of money in the colony because we can 
supply for ourselves certain items which wfl 
c s d  to import. That has been proved by the 
cost of actual production. We can, with ad- 
ditional machinery, produce line fo:* making fishing 
nets, cord used in the shops, yarn for weaving cotton 
goods which can be made in looms and which call 
t e  made by such weaving plants as  exist in  the 
Wesf Iqdies. There is a plant indamaica which it. 
was agreed with Sir 'Frank Stockdale that they 
would take such requirements as we ~ o u l d  supply 
movided that the prices of the yam supplied com- 
pare favourably with what they get from America. 
A t  present, we import cotton from the Grenadines 
because the grade of cotton they produce there is of 
b b s t t e r  quality for making yarn than we are 3;t 
present producing. If the scheme develops, there is 
no reason why we should not be able to use our 
own sea island' cotton if that is proved illore profit- 
able than exporting it. As far  as I see, the scheme 
is successful a t  present, and it can be made more 
successful if the money is provided. With the ad- 
dition of some machinery to that which we have at  
present, we can make a profit of £250 on the working 
month without increasing our overhead costs. This 
estimate has been based on the present conservative 
rate of production. Obviously i t  is worth while 
spending money so as to increase the usefulness 
of the plant. I hope that honourable members will 
see their way to vote for  this Resolution. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS : First of all, I would like to con- 

gratulate those who are responsible for having this 
plant working as well as i t  is now working. I t  ls 
something which is to be highly commended, and I 
Lspe that i t  will redound to greater benefit to the 
community than that which has been envisaged b..- 



until they brought it up here.  hat fund was created 
and sanctioned by the House, and .I do not believe 
that very much of it was used. No statement has 
ever been laid on the Table of this Home as to what 
was actually done about that fund. The next fund 
which they had wag in connec'tion'with the pr.oces- 
sing Factory at Lancaster, and that was a project 
involving 830,000. This House agreed to a revolving 
fund of S10,000 to work that Factory, and after It 
was working for over a year I asked the Clovernment 
to supply me with the first lot of figures. I think 
that th:y cugllt t o  have laid some statement of the 
a c c m t s  on the Table of the House. I t  is not good 
enough for them to send the accounts to the 
Auditor General. I cannot remember to ask the 
Government for those accounts to the 30th ~f 
June ever) year. The first account had to be 
recast in June, 1944, and they showed a goo 
profit on the wokking of the project. I think th & 
on every occasion when the accounts in respect of 
this revolving fund are audited, these accounts should 
lie laid on the Table of this House. The Vestries 
'hare to account in respect of the various parishes, 
the Baby Welfare Leagues let honourable members 
hnow how they are spending their money and in 
the  case of this p ocessing Factory which has, a re- 
~~olving fund of £10,000, the accounts are not laitl 
unless you have asked for them! I have seen 3 

Head and an Acting Head of the Administration on 
two occasions and told them that I consider that such 
a thing len& itself to suspicion and may be, a charge 
of dishonesty. I consider that it is wrong for these 
mcounts to be withhela from this House. I t  is wrong 
PGP this Government to create a revolving fund an4 
then not furnish any accounts. There is anothcr 
fund for which they have not accounted; as regards 
the Schooner Pool Authority- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable member has 
made the point and I do not think that he s h d d  
carry ,it any further. 

the ~overnm&t, namely, that the accounts -in con- 
ncction with the cotton spinning plant will be laid 
on the Table of the House periodically when they are 
audited. That is a correct thing to do. If anybody 
withheld my change and would not give i t  to me until 
I asked for it, I would think that that person had a 
criminal intent. That is the way in which I look 
a t  the matter. 

Mr. SPRJNOEB: I do not feel that we are in 
order today to discuss previous votes in this House 
either in these circumstances or in any other cir- 
cumstances. The honourable member has referred tci 
some bungling, but that is a matter of opinion. I 
would like to draw to the attention of the honourable 
member that these negotiations were conducted 
during the, War, and I do not think that it is faw 
to attach any blame to the people who telegraphed to 
England and asked that this plant be sent down in 
these circumstances. If it came down without any 
grease, that is a war-time condition, somethinr that 
does not happen ordinarily. The people in England 
assumed that we. as a progressive people, would have 
been able to put u p - a  pl.ant like this. However, 1 
will give the honourable mem'bkr this assurance. 1 
will pass on the request which he has made. 

Mr. WARD: I would like to know what is the 
productive capacity of this plant and whether we 
will get sufficient raw cotton to keep the plant work- 
ing. These are things which any hard-headed bu&- 
ness people would go into before they start spending 
any money on any particular plant. If we are 
speedincr a certain amount of mcney on a plant. 1 
think that it is unwise to do so .before we know 
exactly how much material we can. get so as to keep 
the plant working, and whether the production will 
be a paying concern or not. We may experiment 
with a loss and then turn over to sqmebody else. 

Mr. SPRINGER : This is a paying cogcern now. 
We are making. 4,000 ponnds of yam a month and 
when we get the additional machinery far ~ h i c h  we 

the honourable senior member for St. George. There / Mr. LEWIS: I feel that it is incumbent upon 
has been some bungling, however, on the part of , me to say this. The Schooner Owners' Association- 
the Colonial Development and Welfare people. They 1 Mb.. CHA1WA.N: The honourable member has 
sent down machinery and sent down a master spinner l already mentioned the Schooner Pool and I have 
to use the machinery before they sent down some- said that I am not allowing anything about that. 
one to put it up!' Instead of sending down an en- / Mr. LEWIS: I am not allowing the Government 
gineer, tBey sent down a master spinner and he did 
not like Barbados. He had to assist in putting up 
the machinery. This machinery has cost, a considera- 
ble sum 'of money to put i t  up and that is why I 
hare asked that figures be supplied as to the cost of 
putting up this machinery. This plant has been given 
a bad start. A coiltract made that if this project 
fails you can only dispose of i t  in one way; if you 
do not make a success of it, you cannot liemove it 
from there and carry i t  somewhere else. You have 
leased the land and put up buildings and that is 
why I have been getting behind the Government to 
see that this project is a success. I commend the 
project to honourable members and I ask them to 
go and see that there is a first-class industry in the 
making. I do not think that lt would be right for 
me to say to this Government: "1 will give you this 
amount of money and you can come back for an ad- 
ditional amomt." This is a buying and &ling bu& 
ness, and you must have some capital with which t o  
work it. The name "revolving fund" has been used: 
w, .~ l ,  t'jl;nlr that this is a "revolver fund" a-, fa,. tts 

this Government is concerned. (Laughter). They 
had a revolving fund of £10,000 for the purpose of 
distributing locally-produced vegetables-cassavn, 
i ams and potatoes-all over the island. They agreed 
'to it and thev did not sec how the scheme was 

to create another revolving fund- Thg. have not 
yet accounted f ~ r  those which they have created and 
the Schooner Owntrs7 Association- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That is quite enough; lhe 
honourable member cannot elaborate on it. 

Mr. LEWIS: I think that this is unlaii not 
0111~ to me but to the Government w a n s t  w a o ~  1 
have lald a charge. 

btr. CHAIkMAN: The Chair say@ that y o ~  
"1mOt elaborate ei~her on the Cassava Factcry or the 
Schooner Own€rs7 Association. We have taken the 
hillt and that is enough. 

Mr. IJEWIS : The rfunds in connection with the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Department and 
those in c ~ e c t i o n  with the Colony are so mixed 
up that you cannot tell one from the other; you cannot 

where this Colony starts from where the Coloniul 
Development and Welfare Department starts. i 
want the honourable member who is in .chargr 
of this Resolution to assure me that the ac- 
C O U ~ ~ ~ S  in CoIUIeCtion with these r e v o l ~ h g  funds 
and the Schooner owners' Association will ;be 
laid on the table of this House. One 1s 

actually a request from the House, and the other 15 

a matter of accounting by PerwW who are s~endillb 
the taxpayers' money. I would the honourable 

I member to say that he will transmit this reaucst to 
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are asking, we will be able to make 6,000 poullds a 
11,onth. I t  is expected that this plant will always 
make a profit. I t  is furthtr  expected that we will 
Le able to produce other valuable items, and then 
of course, a profit or a loss may acecrue. On the 
present basis, however, the plant is a paying propo- 
sition. The cotton is imported from the Grenadines, 
and we have not attempted to use any of our local 
material for the reasons which I havo already given. 
I f  i t  is necessary to increase the importation of cotton 
from the Grenadines, they will b t  able to find an ad- 
ditional market for their cotton. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
mas put  and resolved in the aBrmative without 
division. 

The Resolution was passed. 

Mr. SPEINGES: The next Resolution is OK 

to  place the sum of $150 a t  the disposal of the Gov- 
trnor-in-Executive Committee to assist in the cost of 
the medical scholarship awarded to Mr. F. C.  Ramsay 
under Colonial Development and Welfare Scheme 
D. 693. 

This is an unusual RRsolution and the addendum 
sets out clearly what the position w. Mr. Ramsay 
was awarded a medical scholarship tenable in the 
United Kingdom under the Colonid Developnient 
and Welfare Scheme on the paymsl-t of a c-rtain 
sum of money per year.This was because the peo- 
vle who were administ.i:illg the Schenle decided that 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: 1 am wondering if this 
is the normal' course which the Colon~al Development 
and Welfar, Department have been pursuing since 
they have been awarding scholarships. This is 
a peculiar thing to do. Expenses for education 
arc gcing up in England, and the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Department said at 
the beginning that thty were going to assist 
these various scholarships. I do not like pecple to be 
placed in this invidious position of deciding this 
matt. r, be(.ause the House may uot always be lenient 
to~vards the iadividnal. I do not feel that we will 
vote against the person concerned; if a man is 
 ork king for £400 a year and he is asked ?o 
provide £150 a year out of that for this 
purpose, to my mind, that is asking him to U:, 

something other than being honest. I feel that nomr 
statement should be made as to the question of award- 
ing these scholarships. I: its. no use awerding people 
scholarship based upon their eduational qualifica- 
tion and their ability and then ask them to find the 
money. I feel that scholars should not be placed in 
this position; if :he Colonial Development and Wel- 
fare Department are awarding scho1ar;fhips to boys 
aud girls- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : I would like the honourable 
~nember to : ead the addendum to this Resolution. 
This is not the proper place to quarrel with thc 
Colonial Development and Welfare Department. 

Mr. F. L .  WALOOTT : The Colonial Develop- 
m L n t  and IVelfare Departiuent have sent down this 

~ c h o l a r s h ~ ~ .  They have just notified us to the effect 
that i t  would be a question either of the gentl~men 
concerned o r  his parents finding this £150 or the Gov- 
ernment assisting him in this vegard. I t  is entirely 
a matter for the Committee whether they think 
that  this is a deserving case, and whether the GOY- 
ernment shob'd accfpt the resp~nsibilitj- for assistinq 
Mr. Ramsay to complete his course. It is not alto- 
gether a satisfactory casq  although the Government 
is being asked to supplement the amount of t'he award. 
the Government is not satisfied as to the method of 
the award. However, in my view, it is a question 
now of making the best of a bad job. 1 want to 
make the position quite clear. I a111 not making 
any suggestion against the particular holder of this 
scholarship. I think that it is our  feelidg that th;s 
is a very deserving case, but the inethod by which 
the award was made was not satisfzctory. I may 
add that this Government was asked whether i t  would 
agree to such a scheme; the Government was not in 
favour of it, but before the reply was transmitted, 
we were told that this decision has been taken. 
Therefore i t  was a question of asking the House to 
provide the funds or leaving the gentlemen entirely 
on his own reserves. The Exvxitive Committee have 

matter to the Government. and if we do not deal 

(A ATEMBER I We ought to 6e thankfu ). I do uot 
like these side remarks which I am hearing; after all, 
this is a British colony, and under the terms of refer- 
ence of the Royal Commission, they were sent here 
#or this prrrpose. There is no idea of being thank- 
ful ;  there is nothing to be thankful about. A policy 
has been laid down, and I do not feel that we should 
be thankful to these people. I feel that the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Department should rwiew 
their policy d i th  regard to these S;.holarships ant1 
see what they can do t o  increase them. 

Mr. LEMTIS : If I am voting the taxpayers' 
money under a scheme of this sort, :he scheme 111ust 
be carried out on a competitive basis as in the case 
of the Barbados Scholarship so that everybody eecn 
have a chance at  getting the award. No i n d i d n a l  
who could not raise E150 a year from private sources 

o d d  have applied for this scholarship no matter how 
Food a scholar he might havz been. Therefore. you 
mould have ruled out a certain number of people 
including the Tery individual to whom you 
gave t h ~  scholarship. We are now being asked ta 
provide this £150, and although this is a very deserv- 
ing cause we have robbed certain people out of this 
scholarship by the conditions of the award. The strm 

made enquiries and are satisfied that neithe- the 
gentleman nor his parent has got the means to supple- 
ment the amount reauired, and I can mm-e 
able members that that is th0 case. Some of us will 
know the parents of this gentleman and can satisfy 
ourselves as to the truth of that statement I beg to 
move that this Resolution do nov pass. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I bes to second that. I 
should like to point out-this was not mntioned by 
the honourable mover of the passinc of tha Resolution 
--that the Comptroller for Develo~rnent and welfare 
%as pointed out that the conrse which we are now mr- 
suing is being pursued bp other West Indian Gm- 
ernments The Bovernm-nt Dam the money if thp 
1-older of the scholarship is nnab'e to do so. 

of &l50 a pear TTas to be co~l t r ibut~d tourards the cost 
~f the scholarship. Anybody who found that he could 
not afford to pay that amount needed 11ot to have ap- 
nlied for the scholarship. The addenduln to the 
Resohition says this: "A condition of the award was 
that £150 a p.a.- wol~ld be contriubted fronl private\ 
snurceq on Mr. Ramsav's behalf." That is set out in 
the addendun1 which has been sent to me by the Gov- 
ernment: therefore it was a condiiton jn the award 
of this scholarship that in case anybody was able to  
m-ovide this money from private sources, his son or 
h v h t e r  would have been awarded this scholarship. 

is a verv deserving case : i t  is mortKy of th-FC Goy- 
mnnent's gwistance. m d  I am wonderinp if this 
money could be reparded as a loan to Mr. Ramsay'< 
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parents. I speak under correction, but I believe that 
Mr. Ramsay 'S father is employed in the service of the 
Government, and I am suggesting that this money be 
advanced to him as a loan until his son has qualified, 
just as the Government have made grants to persons 
who became ill while in  their employ and who needed 
medical attention outside the island. That might be 
done so as to assist this deserving case, but with all 
the sympathy in the world that I can show in this 
case, I am compelled to vote against this Resolution 
as it h. 

Mr. SPRINGER : I would like to add that theae 
scholars are required to return and work for a certain 
number of years in the West Indies. I do not know 
if that will assist the hon. member on his last point. 

Mr. WILKINSON : I feel very much like the 
hon. junior member for the City. As the hon. mem- 
ber has: said, a large number of people were excluded 
because they could not afford to pay this £150. This 
exhibition was given last year, because i t  is stated m 
the addendum to the Resolution that : "This condi- 
tion was accepted by Mr. Ramsay and he proceeded to 
the United Kingdom in August, 1946. " I think that 
it is bad to award a scholarship under certain condi- 
tions and then within nine months to break those 
conditions. As the hon. junior member for the City 
has said, probably if it had been an open scholarship- 

At this point, it being now 3.30 p.m. of the clock, 
3lr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair, and stated that 
jt was now time for the consideration of Private 
Jfembers' Bnsiness. 

SUSPENSION O F  RUTJE 61 (B) 

Mr. ADAMS : I ask leare to move for the suspen- 
sion of Rule 61 (b)  in order to continue Government 
Business. 

There being no objection, the hon. inember was 
granted leave. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that Rule 61 (b) be 
now suspended in order to contillne Government 
Bukiness. 

Dr. CUhIMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  When Government Business 
was being considered, the House was in Committee 
of Supply. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House re- 
sumed Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY being iq 
+,he Chair. 

ASSISTANCE TO AIR. F. C. RAIJSAY. 

Xr. CHAIRMAN : When the ROIIS~ was last in 
Committee of Supply, we were considering a Resolu- 
tion to place the sum of £150 at  the disposal of the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee to assist in the cost 
of the medical scholarship awarded to Mr. F. C. Ram- 
qay under Colonial Development and Welfare Scheme 
D. 693. The hon. junior member for St. James was 
speaking. 

Mr. WILKINSON: If it had been known a t  the 
time when this scholarship was awarded that the GOT- 
e r n m e ~ t  was going to provide this $150 every year, 
there would have been a very different lot of appli- 
cants. Clause 5 of the addendum saps : " This Reso - 
lution is to provide the funds to meet the contribution 
in respect of the University $ear 1947-48. Future 
~rovision will be made in  the Annual Estimates of 
Expenditure." I think that this is a deserving case, 
but we cannot allow our hearts to carry awav our 
heads. J am sorry, but I cannot vote for this Reso- 
lution. 

Mr. GALE : I have every sympathy for Mr. 
R&msby, and i t  is unfortnnate that his parents are 

not able to keep to the arrangements which were set 
out in connection with the award of the scholarship. 
The hon. senior member for St. George hhas said that 
one of the conditions in the award of these scholarships 
is that the people who get them will serve in the West 
Indies on their return. As the hon. junior member 
for the City has appointed out however, this wou!d 
be unfair to other people who wodd  have applied 
for the scholars%ip, and who did not know that the 
Government would pay the money. That makes a 
big cliEerence. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I did not anticipate that there 
would have beell all this argument in connection with 
this Resolution. In the first place, the hon. junior 
member for the City criticizes the method of the avard  
of this scholarship, and thinks that the Government 
had no mice in the award, I do not think that that 
is correct. The method of award was that the scholar- 
sl1i;) u-ould be advertised and the applications would 
20 to the Director of Education who made his recom- 
n~endation. I am saying what I know; this Govern- 
ment had a voice in the method of the award of t h k  
wholaxship. I have been saying for many years 
now that the number of Barbados Scholarships 
should be increased. That noise has been bruited 
for a quite a while now, and if i t  had fructified, Mr. 
-%amsay vould not have been in this position to-day. 
Mr. Ramsay was a bright science scholar a t  Harrison 
College and it was only due to the fact that there 
is no special award for science here- as there is h 
other countries that he did not win the Barbados 
Scholarship. Mr. Ramsay was runner-up on more 
than one occasion, and consequently, I consider that 
he well deserves this scholarship. As I said just 
now, the number of Barbados Seholarships should be 
increased, and if former Governments had paid at- 
tention to this matter, we would not be in this position 
now. I ke l ,  therefore, that we should suppo-t this 
Resolution. I do not think that there is anything 
underhand being done. I understood the honourable 
junior member for the City to say-I may not use 
his very words-that people who are not in a positioa 
to apply for these scholarships should not do so. 

Mr. CHAIRiMAN : The honourable junior mem 
ber for the City did not say tha t ;  it is unkind for 
the honourable member to impute those remarks to 
him. 

Dr. CUMMINS: That is; a matter for him, not 
for you. 

Mr. CHAIRNAIAN: I say that  i t  is unkind t r 
impute those remarks to the honourable member. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I believe that the Committe? 
are in sympathy with the Resolution and will sup- 
port it. 

Mr. MAPP: I am voting for this Resolution 
for  two reasons. I n  the first place I feel that if we 
refuse to vote this money, the youngster will s d e r ,  
and secondly, I have been assured that the Govern- 
ment has been very strong in t3e matter. I fe3l 
that this Committee should express themselves very 
strongly in regard to the system of awarding scholar- 
ships. It is a very 'bad system. I do not believe in 
a y  half-way measures;-either do a thing properly 
or do not do i t  a t  all. Obviously, when the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Department awarded a 
scholarship like this, they had one type of scholar 
in mind. If they meant to help Colonial scholars- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I should like to draw to the 
attention of the honourable member that this is not 
the time to criticize the donor of the scho7arship: the 
question is whether this Committee will pass the 
necessary funds or not. 
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Mr. MAPP: I am only saying that the Goven:- 
ment has been very strong in the matte: and that this 
is a bad method of awarding scholarships. I feel, 
however, that if we do not pass this Resolution, this 
youngster will suffer, and I do not want to see him 
~uf fe r .  As the honourable senior member for St. 
Thomas has pointed out, this is due in great measure 
to there not being any increase in the numbe . ~f 
Scholarships. 

Mr. BRANCIZER : I do not think that t h i ~  ;S 

so much a case of the individual but a question of th, 
principle involved; I am looking a t  the inatttr frow. 
the standpoint of the community. Of course, tne 
principle is appalling. There is a shortage of 
medical me? at present, and that is why it is said 
that medical fees are as they are to-day. (Mr. 
CHAIRMAN: Very nominal). Inasmuch as this 
gentleman is required to come back here i o  
practice his professicn,' I think that we would 
be doing something for the community if we 
add another man to the roll of the medical 
profession in the Caribbean arca. I t  is from that 
standpoint that I am voting for this Resolution-not 
from the standpoint of the individual. 311.. Ramsay 
seems to be a vcry bright young man, and i 
am tempted to say that he was done out uf 
a scholarship because the personality test did nqt 
show him up as favourable as some other candidate 
who was awarded a previous scholarship. I t  is 
indeed a fact that we want to assist in  increasing 
the number of medical men so as to meet the demands 
of the local situation, and I do not see anything 
wrong with the Resolution on that gronnd. One i.: 
surprised to see that so socn after the award of thii: 
scholarship the parents of this individual should 
discover that they were unable to meet the contribu 
tion towards the cost of the scholarship. I do not 
share the  vie^^ that something went wrolig with the 
financial position of the parents of this gentleman 
which caused them to find that they could not meet 
this expenditure. I am voting for the 12esolution 
for the reason which I have given, but I say that it 
has very little to commend i t  to honourable members. 

The question that this Re~plution do now pass 
was put and resolved in the affirmative. 

A division was taken as follows :- 
L ,  Messrs. Ayes : Dr. W ~ O N ,  Dr.  CCMMT '.' 

BRANCKER, SMITH, F. L WALCOTT, COX. FOSTER. 
MAPP, SPRINGER, ADAMS and BLACKMAN-(11). 

Noes: Messrs.  IS, HAYNES, GALE, S. A. 
~ ~ O T T ,  WILKINSON, m - 1 ~ ~  and Mr. ~ ~ T A T Z E R . -  ( 7) 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question hm bee4 
resolved in the affirmative, eleven honourable mem- 
bers voting "Aye", and mven honourable members 
voting "No". The Resolution has been passed. 

INCREASED SALARIES AND WAR BONUS TO STAFFS OF 
CHRIST CHURCH FOUNDATION SCHOOLS 

Mr. SPRINGER: The next Resolution with 
which I propose to deal is Resolution No. 8. I am 
sorry that the honourable senior member for Christ 
Church is not in his place. This Resolution is to 
place the sum of ;E2,731. '5. 10. a t  the disposal of the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee for several pur- 
poses, namely, to make a grant to the Go~mning 
Body of the Christ Church Boys' Fonndation School 
of £1,310. 8 . 4 ;  to make a grant to the Gcwrning Body 
of the Christ Church Girls' Foundation School of 
£920. 17. 6 ;  to enable the Governing Body of each 
school to pay salaries and war bonus to the Staff 
from the 1st of April, 1944, to the 31st of March, 
1947, and a special allowance to certain member:( of 
the &aff from the 1st of October, 194;5. to the 31st of 

AIarcIi, 1947, in accordance with the rates fixed uilder 
the Schemes of Government of Second Grade School? ; 
and to refund to the Governing Body of the Christ 
Church Girls' Foundation School the sum of £500 
cspeilded on the reconstructicn of  hat School. The 
r-ason ~vliy, and the public knows, these gea- 
tlemen and ladies are not in receipt of the new 
scale of salaries ~vhich were passed undel. the 
Schemes of Government for Secondary Schools, is 
that the Governing Bodies of these schools had not 
c.ousented to these Schemes of Government. Strictly 
speak in^^, this money ought not to be forthcoming 
1:ntil these Schemes of Government have been passed, 
but the Government felt that in view of the fact 
that the Staffs of these Schools were not in any way 
responsible for the delay, as soon as the Governing 
Bcdies had consented to the Schemes of Government, 
the teachers should be relieved of their misery ~1.r 

soon as possible. That is the main purpose of the 
Resolution. With regard to the £500, there is evi- 
dence that this money was spent on the Girls' Founda- 
tion School. As a ma-ter of fact, there is a debt of 
£500 outcstandinp for that purpose. I beg to move 
Illat this Resoln ion do n ~ ~ w  pass. 

Mr. LEWIS. I have much pleasure i n  second- 
ing the motion for the passing of this Resolution. 
It is long overdue and I am glad that the Govern- 
ment has a t  least seen the wisdom of sending down 
the Resoluticn even before they have alterea the 
constitution of the Governing Bodies of these Schoolx 
I wonld like to make a suggestion to the Government 
-I am wondering if i t  could be done by an amend- 
ment to the Resolution or by agreement by the hon- 
ourable member in charge of the Resolution to be 
put befo1.e the Governor-in-Executive Committea. 
This is the point; the payment cf these teacher~ has 
been delayed for some time and i t  will mean that  
in some respect, you will be giving them with one 
hand and taking it back with the other. The- in- 
crease. in salary which has been hanging over a num- 
ber of years is now being given in' a lumpsum, and 
as I understand the position, if the teachers receive 
the money this year, it may be regarded as income 
for this yean alone, and they will pay income tax in  
a higher bracket and so pay out some of this money 
which would not have been taken to be taxable if it 
were splead over a number of years. I do not know 
if the Government would have been-able to take the 
previous income tax payments and calculate the in- 
creased amount each time. I feel that these teachers 
will be receiving money with one hand an3 paying 
it back with the other. I am glad that the Govern- 
ment has seen fit to send down this Resolution even 
before they introduce legislatiou to carry out the 
agreement. I would like to know if it is possible 
now to do what I have suggested. 
hare to be dealt with separately. The question of 

Mr. SPRINGER: That is a matter which w1l1 
income tax is settled by the Act. I am asking the 
Committee to agree to pay this money. If the hon- 
ourable member has any point, i t  applies to other 
pecple as vell. I do not think that that can be dis- 
cussed this afternoon. 

Mr. LEWIS: I know thzt this hardsbip Fias 
come about to the majority of people who have been 
aiven back pay and :he period has not been for any 
longer than a pear. In  this case, the period will be 
for four years. That is why I mention the point. I 
have already exmessed an ouinion so that the Govern- 
ment can see their way to instruct the Income Tax 
Commissioner in this matter. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I would not like the " 
1 
I 

honourable junior member for the City to be singular 
i 
I 
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in  this matter. I, too, feel that these people can be 
put  in a bracket and be taxed on 5500 or £600. I 
would like the Government to know how the Com- 
mittee feel about this matter and of the sentiments 
which have been expressed. We must see that if these 
people had received their salaries a t  the normal 
period they would not have had to pay any income tax 
in this bracket. I feel that some consideralion should 
be given to these teachers. they should not have to pay 
income tax on something which has-not been re- 
aeived. fi is not the fault of the teachers that t h e  
have not received their salaries on the new scale. 

Excelleucy's Xessage No. 17/1947 which was pres- 
ented to the House to-day. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave to present the %port. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I now ask leave to proceed 
with the passing of an  Address to His E,xcellency 
the Governor as a result of this Report. 

There being no ob jecion, the honourable member 
was granted leave to proceed. 

ADDKESS Re RECRUITMENT O F  BARBADIAN 
WORKERS FOR U.S.A. 

1 
Mr. AD&IS : The next Res~lution, Mr. Chair- : T b  House of h s m b l y  

man, Is one for £10,135 to be placed a t  the disposal 1 

Ildr. SPRINGER: I doubt if there is any de- 
cision for  honourable members to make in  this mathr .  
This is not the time to discuss it anyhow. 

The question that this Resolntion do now pass 

of the Governor-in-Extcutive committee for thi ser- 
vice of the colony as set out, in the Schedule to the 
Resoluticn. As honourable members will see, this ;S 
the usual supplementary Resolution which has to be 
brought before the House from time to time. Fol- 
lowing the practice which has bden adopted in recent 
years, a number of itelm have been put  together and 
brought under a single Resolution. The notes to the 
various items are as full as i t  is possible to have them 
from the Heads of the various Departments, and I 
beg to move that  this Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. B U C K M A N :  I beg to second that. 
Mr. WILKINSON: As regards Item 6 dealing 

with the General Hospital, we hear a good deal about 
the Hospital; we hear that doctors and nurses are 
leaving, and that seems to me to be borne out by this 
Resolution. If  you look a t  the note to Item E, Mis- 
cellaneous, you will see that wme of the additional 
provision is due to an increase in the number of 
Burials. (Laughter). 

Mr. SPRINGER: The rate of deaths has been 
reduced. What is evident is that the Hospital is being 
used more and more by  the people. The rate of 
deaths a t  the Hospital per head of the population is 
less than before. That of course may be due to the 
shortage of doctors ! 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
was put  and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

The Resolution was passed. 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 

SPRINGER, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of six 
Resoluticns in Committee, the postponement of one 
and that the Committee had asked for  leave to sit 
again. 

The House resumed. 
On motions of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 

SPRINQER in each case, the Resolutions paffsed in Com- 
mittee were read a first and second "Jme and agreed 

Mr. BRANCKER: Little need be said about this 
matter. A Message was reoeivsd to-day from His 
Excellency the Governor in connection with the re- 
cruitment of Barbadian work- for  emigration to 

to. 
REPORT P m B E N T E D .  

was put  and resolved in  the affirmative without the United S t a b  of America. A Committee was 
division. I ,~ppointed to prepare a Draft  Reply to the 

The Resolution was passed. I Message and that Committee met during the adjourn- 
/ ment for  lunch and prepared the Reply. . The Com- 

SUPPLEMENTARY RESOLUTION FOR THE SEWICE OF 1 mittee recommended the passing of the following 
THE COLONY. / Address in reply to His Excellency's Message :- 

l 

Mr. BRANCKER: I ask leave to present thp 
'+ Report of the Select Committee which was appointed c to-day to consider and prepare a DrafL Reply to His 

The House of Assembly have the honour to 
acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency 'a Message 
No. 17/1947 on the subject of the recruiLment of Bar- 
badian workers for emigration to the United States 
of America. 

The House agree that arangements should be 
made for the recruitment of up to 1,500 workers on 
the conditions contained in Your Excellency's Mea- 
sage. 

I beg to move that tEis Address do now pass. 
Mr. COX: I beg to second that. I would likr 

to say thatt that is all that we can do a t  the present 
moment. We do not k ~ o w  what the expenses will 
be, and we cannot take that into consideration because 
tBe American Government has more or  less told us 
that we must pay if we must have a quota of workers 
sent to the United State8 of America. 

The question that this Address do now pass was 
put  and resolved in the &mative without divi~6on. 

The Address was passed. 
Mr. SPEAKER:  I will aisk the honourable 

junior member for  St. Lucy to p-t this Addrep. 
Mr. BRANCKER : As Your Honour pleases. 

h ~ r :  SPEAKER: I think that i t  is a rather 
dangerous precedent to have a Message presented 
one day, it not beipg circulated and no one Lnowing 
the contents of that Message except by hearing them 
read; have a Select Committee appointed to prepare 
a Draft Reply to the Message, the Committee present 
their Report the same day and have the Report dealt 
with in the afternoon. It may be all right in  this 
case, but I think ;that it is rather out of order. 

THE! ADJOURNMENT. 

The Order Paper having been fixed, 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that, [this House 

do now adjourn to this day week, the -29th day of l April, 1947, at twelve o'clock noon; , 

I Mr. Cox seeonded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. SPEAKER accordingly adjourned the Housc 
to Tuesday nex't, the 29th day of April, 1947, a t  
twelve o'clock noon. 




