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Tuesday, 12th August, 1947. 

4& ' Pursuant to adjournment, the House of h e m  
bly met a t  12 o'clock noon to-day. 

Present : .-.U- ,.W 

., His Honour Mr. G. B. EVELYN (Speaker), Hip 
Honour Mr. J. E.  T. BMCBER (Deputy S p e a b r )  

b. Mr. J. T. C. FL~MSAY (Chairmum of Committees) 
Dr. J. A. LEV. WILSON, Messrs. A. E. S. LEWPS, M.E. 

. * -  COX,L.E .S~~ITH,F .L .WBLC~T, I~ .W.SPRINGER,  
M.A., D. A. FOSTER, H. D. BLACKMAN, C. E. T m 4  
V. C. GALE, J. A. HAYNES, B.A., and S. A. W)!&C'OTT. 

After prayers, Messrs. MAPP, ADAMS, and Cuw- 
FORD enter the House and take their seats. 

MINUTES. 

. Mr. SPEAKER: The Minutes of tha mcct- 
ing which was held, on the 19th July, 1947, have been 

.. ' printed and circulated. If there is no objection 
3 those Minutes mill be taken as read and confirmed. 

There being no objection, those ni1illuttes are taken *' as read apd confirmed. I have also madk a record . e 
-, of what took place a t  the meeting of this House on 

*. - the 5th instant. 

DOCUMENT 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that  I have received the Report of the 
Auditor of &<.+gar Industry Agricultural Ba$ 
to the 30th 1947. 

Mr. Gamer enters the House and takes his seat. 
t I" 

PAPER LAID 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I have the horl- 
our  to lay on the table of the House the following 
Paper :- 

Despatch No. 33 of the 29th of 'April from His 
Excellency the Governor on the subject of the. Ten 
Year Plan and telegram No. 222 of the 24th of July 
from the Secretary of State in  reply thereto. 

f * 
I Mr. WIL~NSON enters the House and takes his 

seat. 

" l* 

NOTICES 

Government Notices are given as follows :- 
Mr. SPRINGER : Special Resolution under 

the Provisions of Section 2 of the Education (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1943 (1943-3) as amended by the Edu- 
ration (Amendment) Act, 1947 (1947-15). 

Mr. ADAMS : Resolution to place the sum of 
twenty- one thousand pounds a t  the disposal of the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee to pay a cost of 
living allowance to persons in  receipt of pensions 
from the Government with effect from the 1st pf 
April, 1946, and until the 31st day of March, 1948. 

Mr. ADAMS : R.esolution for the sum of seven 
hundred and fifty pounds to supplement the provisioa 
in the Estimates under Head XXIX,  Miscellaneous 
Services, Item 40, Conferences. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: Resolution that His Excel- 
lency the Governor be authorised i n  accordance with . 
the provisions of Section 3 (2) of the Clerical Service 
Act, 1944 as amended by Section 2 of the Clerical 
Service (Amendment) Act, 1947 to appoint four 
adational clerks to the Clerical Staff of the Clerical 
Service. 

Mr. ADAMS : Bill to amend the Apprentioe- 
ship Bursaries Act, 1928. 

Mr. SPRINGER: Bill to amend the Chief . 
Judge and Crown Law Officers Act, 1907 (1907-3) 
as  amended by the Chief Judge and Crown La* 
Officers (Amendment) Act, 1946, No. 2 (1946-14j,', ' 

Mr. SPRINGER: Bill to amend the ~e~aitA:, ; ,  
ment of Science and Agriculture Act, 1925 (1925-5) ' 

as amended by the Department of SciellBe and  
Agriculture (Amendment) Act, 1946 (1946-32). 

.I 
Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the 

House into Committee of Supply a t  its next meeting 
to consider the money Resolutions of which notice 
$as just been given. 

Other Notices are as  follows:- 
Mr. RAMSAY : Of the following Address :- 

The House of As~embZy 
To 

His Excellency the Governor 

The House of Assembly beg to draw to Your 
Excellency's attention the recent decrease in Dairy 
Farming in this Island as well as the ever increasing 
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scarcity and the continual destruction of Dairy: cat- 
tle. The House feel that the follo-ving circumstances 
are responsible for the above state of affairs in  this 
industry :- 

(l) The fact that too much tinned milk is 
allowed to be imported and put  on the market at 
one time, thereby precluding the Dairy Keepem from 
being able to sell all of their milk. 

(2) The price a t  which this imported 
tinned milk can be sold forces Dsiry Keepers to sell 
their milk a t  prices which are too little above, and in 
some cases below, the actual cost of its producticm. 

(3 )  The quality of the standard feed rup- 
plied has decreased by about a t  least one-third the 
quantity of milk formerly obtained from the same 
Battle, thereby necessitating the outlay of much larg. 
er capital, and also correspondingly increasing the 
concentrated feed, fodder, and labour expenses. 

(4) The increased cost of mantaming a 
Dairy due to (a)  the recent introduction of Beg- 
alations and (b) the increased cost of feed, fodder, 
labour and all the equipment necessary to permit the 
functioning of the Dairy business and the upkeep 
of transport. 

The House feel that the further decrease of t h h  
industry must be detrimental to the welfare of the 
Island by (a) depriving many of their means of 
susten$nce; (b) closing avenu& of employmient for 
employees in Dairies, milk vendors and others; (c) 
destroying the means for peasants and others of man- 
nring their crops; (d)  further limiting the supply 
of fresh meat from aged cattle as well as (e) placing 
the Public at some future date in the position of 
being unable to refuse to pay any price demanded 
for imported tinned milk. 

The House therefore respectfully ask that You? 
Excellency will appreciate the seriousness of the 
p m n t  situation and take immediate steps to stop 
the further decline or  total destruction of the Dairy 
industry of this Island. 

Mr. FOSTER: Of the f~llow~ing A d d ~ s s  :- 

The House of 'Assembly 
T o  

Hiis Excellency the Governor 

The House of Assembly are of the opinion that 
a representative of those parishes for whose roads 
the Department of Highways and Transport are 
responsible for the repair of their highways should 
have a member of their body appointed on the 
Advisory Board to the Director of Highways and 
Transport. 

Mr. MAPP: Of the following Address :- 

The House of Assembly 
To  

His Exoellency the Governor 

The House of Assembly are of the opinion that, 
Sn order to give effect to the will of the peopls as 
expressed by their elected repre+sentatives it is 
necessary that the power of the Legislative Council 
to  alter or mject bills passed by this House 8h0uld 
be so restricted by law as to secure %he undivided 
authority of the House of h e m b l y  over finance and 
its predominance in legislation i n  general, and ensure 
that within the limit of a singl'e Parliament tho 
final decision of the General Assembly shall prevail. 

The House are further of the opinion that  the 
attainment of this end is a matter of urgency and 
therefore request Your Excellency to take appropri- 
ate steps to achieve this result in  the shortest pos- 
sible time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the honourable mem- 
ber can give notice of that A d d r w ,  he has to ask 
leave to withdraw the Bill standing in  his name 3 
under Private Members' Business .on the Order 
Paper-Order No. 2-because i t  deals with the same 
subject matter. 

Mr. MAPP : I ask leave, Mr. Speaker, to with- 
draw Order No. 2 standing in my name under Pri- 
vate Members' Business. 

There be4ing no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber is granted leave to withdraw Order No. 2 under 
Private Members' Business and he withdraws it. 

Mr. TALMA : Of the following Address :- 

The House of Assembly 
To 

His Excellency the Governor 

The House of Assembly are of the opinion tha t  
wooden cribs or seats for the convenience of the 
public should be placed at  comenient places around 
the Garrison Savannah. 

2. The House therefore respectfully suggest 
that this should be one of the proposals to be in- 
cluded in the sch~me for the relief of unemplop- 
ment; and that Your Excellency might see fit to- 
secure the implementation of same without undue*4. 
delay. 

&Ir. F. L. WALCOTT: Of the following 
Address :- 

The Home of Assembly 
To 

His ExoelLency the Governor 

The House of Assembly feel that in view of t he  
visit of the Commission from Surinam exploring 
possibilities of recruiting Barbadians for  work and 
~ettlement in that country, the Government should 
take immediate steps to send a small delegation t o  
Rurinam to investigatb and report on the conditions 
of living and work to which Barbadians are being 
invited to go. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Of my intention to ask 
leave later in  the day that this Address be the first 
O ~ d e r  to be dealt with under Private Members' 
Business. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
COX, a Bill to amend the Apprenticeship Bursaries 
Act, 1928, is read a first time. 

On the motion of Mr. SPRINGER, seconded by Mr. 
R;~M~AY,  a Bill to amend the Chief Judge and Crown 
Law Officers Act, as aqended by the Chief Judge 
snd Crown Law Officers (Amendment) Act, 1946, 
No; X (1946-19) is read a first time. 

On the motion of Mr. SPRLNGIER, semnded by 
Mr. BLACKMAN, a,,Bill to amend the Department of 
Science and Agriculture Act, 1925, (1925-5), as 
smended by the Department of \Science and Agri- 
:ulture (Amendment) Act, 194'6 (1946-32) is read 
s first time. 

EXTENSION O F  LEAVE TO MR. DOWDING 

Mr. WILKINSON : Mr. Speaker,-Before we 
prioceed to the Orders of the Day I beg to ask for 
two months' extension leave for  the junior mem- 
5er for St .  George who unfortunately had to under- 
TO an operation towark  the end of last month. Al- 
though he is getting on well, yet he cannot get back 
3efore his leave expires and, thez_efore, I am asking 3' 
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in  the Chair. 
The schedule of the Bill is read and agreed W. 
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on his behalf for an extension of his leave for two 
months. 

There being no objection, the extended leave 
asked for is granted to the junior member for  

p 8t Georp. 

THE DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES BILL. 

Dr. CUMMINS ent.ers the House during the read- 
ing of the schedule and takes his g a t .  

On the motion of Mr. SPRINGER, seconded by  Mr. 
%DAMS, the Chairman reports the passing of the 'Bill 
in  Committee. 

Nr. MOTTLEY enters the House and takes his seat 
The House resumes and on the motions of Mr  

SPRINGER, seconded by Mr. ADAMS in each case, thc 
Bill is read a third time and is passed. 

Xr.  ADAMS: I beg to second that. 
The queation that  the Resolutior, do now paw 

is put  and resolved in the afirmative without 
division. 

REFUND OF CUSTOMS IMPORT DUTY 
TO DR. L. K. NICHOLLX 

SUSPENSION O F  RULES 88 AND 89 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I .ask leave tc 
move the suspension of Rules 88 and 89 in ordel 
that Order No. 3-Committee of Supply-may bf 
taken as the next Order of the day. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem 
ber is granted leave to ~roceed.  

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move the suspension o 
Rules 88 and 89 in order that Order No. 3 may bc 
taken as the next Order of the day. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to $econd that. 
The question that Rules 88 and 89 be suspendec 

is put  and resohed in the affirmative without divi- 
sion. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave 10 take Order No. : 
a s  the next Order of the day. 

Thene being no objection, the honourable mem 
ber is granted leave to proceed. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order stands in t h  
name of the honourable sellior member for St 
Joseph,-To mow the House into Committee o 
Supply ta consider the grant of sums of money £0 
tHe service of the Colony. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr 
RAM-, Mr. SPEAKEX leaves the Chair and t h  
House goes into Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMS* 
being the Chair. 

REFUND OF CUSTOMS IMPORT DUTP TO ST. JOHN'S 
COMMISSIONERS OF HIQHWAYS 

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Chairman,-The firi 
Resolution is for H95 .  1. 1. as a refund of the Cut 
toms import duty and package t a s  paid by th  
Commissioners of Highway8 of St. John on fiv 
packages of road roller. Acaording to the adden 
dum, this road roller was imported fi-om the Unite 
Kingdom for  the use of the Commksjoners of Higk 
ways, St. John, and duty and package tax amounl 
ing to £195. 1. 1. was paid. It is proposed to  refun1 
the Commissioners this amount and this Resolutio 
is to enable tbk refund to be made. I beg to mov 
that  the Resolution do now pass. 

iuty and package tax p a ~ d  by Dr. L. K. Nicholls on 
wofessional apparatus imported for his use. The 
tddendum says that  Dr. L. K. Nicholls arrived i n  
:he Colony to practise dentistry. He had serve41 
n the Royal Navy during the X7ar and before kav- 
ng the United Kingdom plaeed orders there for 
such dental equipment as was available. A coiisid- 
3rable quantity of essential equipment was, however, 
unobtainable i n  the United Kingdom and he ob- 
tained permission to purchase i t  from the United 
States. Under the second Schedule to the Customs 
Tariff Act, 1921-3 "personal baggage of passengers 
tontaining apparel and articles for personal use, and 
professional apparatus" is exempt from Customs 
iuty and packagetax. If Dr. Nicholls had b'een 
able to travel w i a  t4e Onited States and bring the 
equipment which h.e had ordered with him no duty 
nould have been payable; but  as he was repatriated 
by the Adm'iralty direct to Barbados the %equipment 
was liable to duty on arrival. It is considered equit- 
able by the Government that this duty should be 
refunded, and this Resolution is accordingly put  for- 
ward. I beg to move that the Resolution do now 
P=. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairman,--I should like to 

commmd the Government for granting this oonces- 
Jon. I understand the circumstances from the ad- 
dendum and I commend it but I would like a t  this 
stage to throw out the hint to the junior member for 
St. Johh that the Government may profitably pay 
some attention to the importation free of duty al 
other miedical equipment for, let us say, a clinic 
whicth a doctor may be astablishing in  this i s l a ~ d .  I 
understand that such equipment is subject to duty 
and I think i t  would be a good thikg if the Govern- 
ment conszers whether it would not be an advan- 
tage to patients in  this island if doctors were allowed 
and encouraged to import such apparatus free of 
duty. After all, the apparatus at th G ~ n e r a l  Hos- 
p5tal is imported free of duty and clertain doctors 
go there, use it and charge patienb for the use of it 
while other doctors who import equipmnt  for  the 
treatment of patients and the relief of suffering-as 
f a r  as my information goes-have to pay duty on that 
equipment. I ~lqrention the Hospital so that hon- 
ourable members will see that certain doctors am 
allowed to charge fees for the use of the public's 
own instruments and I, t h e e o r e ,  think that the 
Government would be right in going farther and 
encouraging doctors to import up-to-date apparatup 
free of duty for the relief of suffering. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am going to associate myself 
with the mmarks of the j d o r  member for  the City. 
I go further. I understand that in other colonias 
medical practitionem are allowed to import instru- 
ments free of duty and I further understand that 
representation was made to the Colonial Secretsq 
to have various instrumenb imported here f w e  of 
duty. Now, I suppose it is well known that the 
present hospital set-up canplot neally cater to the 
needs of all the people in this colony who we ill 
and who really need medical attention and I, like 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The first Order is to fesume 

r-. Committee on the Bill to _make provisions as to the 
immunities, privileges, and capacites of international 
organizations of which His Najesty 'S Government 
i n  the United Kingdom, and foreign governments 
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the junior member for the City, fael that if i t  is a 
fact that such legislation exists i n  the neighbouring 
colonies this Government would do well t~ have &m- 
il&r legislation btroduced in thls House very soon. 
I know that quite recently, with the establishment 
of new clinics in this colony, theve has been quite 
a lot of instruments imported and I feel that  the 
inhabitants of -this island would benefit very much if 
medical practitioners were encouraged to import 
and were allowed to import these instruments frec 
of duty. If it is a fact that legislation exists to this 
effect in other colonies then the Government shod3  
see to i t  that similar legislation is enacted here for 
the benefit not necessarily of the doctors but of 
those of us who cannot get the necessary attentior 
a t  the Hospital. 

Mr. F'. L. WALCOTT: Before other honour- 
able members express their opinions on this matter 
I should like to say that  I cannot agree to the prin- 
ciple enunciated by tHe two previous speakers. Wh2n 
the junior member for the City draws the analogy 
between the General Hospital and a private medical 
practitioner he has to bear i n  mind that though 
some doctors have the privilege of going t o  the hos- 
pital, using the instruments there and charging fees 
for so doing there are a number of people who go to 
the hospital and get the services of the hospital 
fflee; m that the hospital and a private doctor are 
not on the same footing. Again, a doctor practises 
his profession for gain and we cannot assume that 
if we open this door to him the patients are going 
t o  benefit, as far  as the fees charged are concerned. 
You have to look a t  the matter from the point of 
view of various people in various walks of life in the 
community and you will have to allow every pro- 
fessional man who uses instruments to import them 
duty free; so that thk argument of the senior member 
for the City should not be allowed to go unnoticed. 

Mr. LEWIS: I would Iike to assure the senior 
member for St. Peter thak I appreciate his argument 
but at least if we hear a complaint we will have a 
very good argument in saying that the apparatus 
came in free of duty. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
put and r'esolved in the affirmative without divi- 

sion. 

REFUND OF CUSTOMS IMPORT DUTY TO 
D. M. SIMPSON c6 co. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: The next Resolution is fol 
tb sum of £873. 13s. 5d. as a refund of the Customs 
import duty and package tax paid by Messrs. D. M. 
Simpson & Co., on machinery and accessories im- 
ported for the manufacture of fuel from megass., 
According to the addendum, a Stoker Fuel Machint. 
and accessories were imported by Messrs. D. M 
Simpson & Co., for Spring Hall Co. Ltd., for the 
mmufacture of fuel from megasse. Import duty 
m d  package tax amounting to £873. 13. 5. was paid. 
Under the Customs Tariff Act, 1921 (1921-3) no 
provision is made for the free entry of machinery 
for the above purpose but in view of the fact that 
Spring Hall Co. Ltd., is undertaking the manufacture 
of fuel from megasse on a n  lexperimental basis, i t  is 
considered that a refund of the import duty and 
package tax should be made and this Resolution is 
to provide for  such refund. I will mention that in 
this island we have imported fu~l--eharcoal and 
wood-of the value of £70,000 during the year 1945 
and if it js possible for us to be able to manufacture 
fuel here, we will save having to import that quantity 
of fuel. 1 beg to move that this Resolution do now 
P M -  

Mr. SPR1NGER:I beg to second that. 
Mk. GARNER: Mr. Chairman,-I am going to 

oppose this Bmlution. After all, this is a busimess , 

company and when they import machinery they  ex- 
pect to make a profit from that machinery. If the 
Government go* on doing this sort of thing, where 9 
will we get money from to run  this country? This 
is a businass enterprise not a charitable undertaking 
and when this company manufactures fuel they are 
not going to give it to tHe inhabitan& of this island 
for nothing but are going to sell i f  for profit. I 
hope honourable members will reject this Resolution 
and as a matter of fact I beg now to move that tThls 
Resolution k mjected. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,-The situation 
is even a little worse than what the honourable mem- 
ber h m  made it out to Be. 

The CHAIRMAN: Is the honourable member 
decomding the motion for the rejection of the Resolu- 
tion ? 

Mr. LEWIS: With all due respect, Mr. Chair- 
man, I will decide that during the course of my 
speech. I do not know if the junior member for St. 
P u i p  was a member of the House a t  the time when 
Me voted S1,500, I think, to carry out experiments 
in the manufacture of fuel from megass and moaasses 
a t  Searles Plantation. If it h e  beer, successful- 

The CHAIRMAN: Does the honourable mem- 
ber mean Searles Plantation or Searles Factory? 

Mr. LEWIS:  At Searles. If the experiment 
llm been successful, then the Government shouid 
have exploited i t  or it should have invited private 
enterprise to do so and we should have been mad? 
acquainted with it beforehand, so that we could come 
to some decision, although perhaps not binding on rt 
future House but we would be apprised of the fact 
that private enterprise is going to exploit this experi- 
ment of ours and-that they want to 'bring i n  machinery 
free of duty to enable them to do so. This is an  
entirely wrong procedure. This Government has 
spent £1,500 to experiment in the manufacture of 
fuel and I do not know if that experiment was suc- 
cessful or otherwise but i t  is now said that machinery 
on which duty to the amount of S800 has been paid 
is being used for experimenting in the manufacture 
of fuel. I doubt very much if the owners of this 
machinery would import some on which duty amount- 
ed to over £800 for experimental purposes. I do not 
believe it. I 'b'elieve that i t  is an experiment for  
which the Government paid and which they are 
now exploiting and that is the attitude that I dislike. 
There was a time when we really needed fuel and 
the Government came forward and stated that we 
should stump up 51.500 to experiment in the manu- 
facture of fuel. This House never even had a report 
on the spending of the £1,500. I asked a question 
about it because I thought that everything about the 
matter was forgotten. If you will look up the de- 
bates you will see that I reminded the Government 
about it. I do not remember its answer but, a t  least, 
it saw that somebody in the House is keeping an 
eye on the spending of that £1,500 and i t  should have 
come back and told us what results were obtained, 
whether they were favourable or whether it was go- 
ing to invite its friends to exploit the experiment. 
If I knew beforehand that this machinery was to  
be imported for this purpose I would have agreed to 
let it come in free of duty but  I do not like the way 
in which i t  has beenrdone and I am going to second 
the motion for the rejection of this Resolution. 

Mr. SPRINGER: Mr. Chairman,-I wish, first 
of all, to remove from the mind of the junior mem- 
ber for the City that this venture in St. Lucy is in  
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connection with the experiment in making fuel from 
megass and molasses for  which the House voted 
f;1,500 two years ago. A t  that time molasses was 
cheap and in the interest of the industry as 
well as of the fuel position,. the Government 
started an experiment a t  Searles to produce on 
a commercial scale fuel made from a combination 
of megass and molasses. The money was vote6 
and the ~ J a n t  was produced but almost immediately 
after, the cost of molasses rose enormously owing 
to the expanded trade in alcohol and rum. The 
aistilleries expanded their production, paid a 
higher price for molasses and consequently it be- 
came difficult to obtain the necessary materials to 
keep the experiment going. During the same period 
of the War when our fuel position was very difficult 
indeed, the Spring Hall Co., Ltd., I understand 
with the approval and encouragement of the Govern- 
meat officials concerned, began experiments of this 
nature, that is, making megass into fuel by com- 
pression with the addition of other materials and, 
again, with the encouragement of the Government 
officials during the War they ordered this machinery. 
As everyone lmows, the gap between ordering 
machinery during the War--even to-day-and the 
arrival of that machinery was usually very consider- 
able and that is the reason why nothing has been 
heard of this before. I t  was ordered in war condi- 
tions at  a time when, as the honourable member 
says, this House would certainly have given its ap- 
proval and it has just come. But, as  i t  has been 
pointed out by the junior member for St. John, con- 
ditions of supply are not much more favourable to- 
day than they were during the war years; we are 
much more critical of expenditure now, than we were 
then but r;ur needs are hardly less. This country; 
has scarcely any fuel resources of its own and'we 
import considerable quantities of wood and charcoal 
al?d I think i t  needs no argument if we can, with 3 
material in the island which is to a large extent 
wasted, produce a fuel which can take the place of 
imported fuel or some of the imported fuel even if 
a t  no lower price, although I believe that it is ex- 
pected that the price will be lower. That, in itself, 
will be an  economy because i t  will be providing more 
employment and keeping money in  the country. So 
that from an economic point of view I do not think 
that anyone will dispute the value of the scheme. 
'I'he Government's advisers have advised that tht 
scheme deserves support in view of its potential 
benefit to the people of the island and, therefore, the 
Government has taken this course of introducing 
this Resolution as a matter of principle. I am going 
to ask the Committee to take a long view. Honour- 
able members are well aware that some of us are 
very keen to have industries, other than the sugar 
industry, started in this country. We cannot take 
the narrow view that Spring Rdl Co., Ltd. is a 
~ ~ b s t a n t i a l  concern well able to pay this $800' of 
duty and, therefore, we are not going to exempt 
them, nor should we take the view that they are 
going to make profit out of i t ;  therefore, they should 
not be given exemption of duty. Under the system 
which operates in all branches! of economy up to now, 
the profit motive is the incentive and, therefore, ilo 
new venture would be started if there was .not the 
prospect of profit to the people who start It. Our 
question niust be: I s  i t  going to be of advantage 
to the community, the people whom we represent? I 
personally am persuaded that if cheaper fuel can be 
pro&ced, if fuel can be produced out of local 
material which at present i s  not pu t  to an economic 
IISP, thereby employing a certain number of people 

and keeping some of the earnings in the island to 
be spread among ourselves, that  is of considerable 
advantage to the people of this community and, 
therefore, I ignore the fact that the persons who are 
proposing this project happen to be wealthy capital- 
ists 'because when we weigh our advantages with 
theirs, they are not the only gainers. There is an- 
other aspect of the matter. There are people who 
are less c~ff financially than the Spring Hall Co., Ltd. 
but who, I happen to know, are interested in ventur- 
ing into the manufacture of articles in this island. 
I have in mind now 9 small company of poor men 
who are handicapped because of lack of capital to 
make the necessary importations of raw material in 
order to commence on an adequate scale a n  industry 
which they are proposing to undertake. To those 
poor men, an  amount of S2300 would mean a consider- 
able saving because it means a saving of interest. 
It may not apply with any forse to the Spring Hall 
Co. that they ought to be exempted. I have no 
doubt that whether we exempt them or not, they are 
well able to afford to pay this duty but  if we are 
going to establish the principle that anybody who 
is undertaking an  economic enterprise which will 
be of advantage to the people of this island is to be 
given exemption of duty, which is, I thmink, one form 
of encouragement which could be given, we shall 
have to apply that principle to all, if we are going 
to be fair  and judicious i n  the matter. We cannot 
say "If a poor man comes forward with a venture 
which we believe has a chance of succeeding and 
will be of benefit to the community, let us  help him 
with exemption of duty or  with any other assistance 
F e  can give buf if a rich corporation comes forward 
with an  identical claim we will reject it." We will. 
h d  it very difficult to  discriminate on grounds of 
policy. I, therefore, recommend to the Committee 
that we take a long view i n  respect of this matter. 
It is really in  effect nothing new. Let me point out 
that under the present law-the second schedule of 
the Customs Tariff A c t m a c h i n e r y  which is import- 
ed for  the manufacture of certain commodities is 
exempted from the payment of duty, for example, ap- 
paratus imported for  the purpose of manufacturing 
a g a r ,  rum, ice, tools, cements, bricks and a number 
of other items which do not happen to include fuel. 
If anybody thought of fuel when this Act was being 
framed, has anyone any doubt that i t  would have 
been added to the list of exemptions in this schedulel 
It is now ol desirable project standing on an  equal 
footing with those others I have mentioned and I 
think i t  is more than fair and reasonable, taking 
the long view, the broad view, to pass this R,esolutiou, 
not because i t  is Spring Hall CO:, Ltd. which is ask- 
ing for  i t  but because i t  is just another example of 
the sound assistance this Government has been giving 
and ought to be giving to the establishment of diiy 
productive industries in this country. 

Mr. COX: Mr. Chairman,-I am prepared to 
move that the further consideration of this Resolu- 
tion be postponed in  order to get some more informa- 
tion as to the usefulness of this industry to the corn. 
munity. I am not voting against it a t  this moment 
because I feel i t  would be unfair and wrong to do 
anything that will hinder the improvement of t~!t! 

country. But, Sir,  for all these years we have 
been saying that enterprises like the sugar industry 
and the Electric Company shodid be given the 
privilege of importing their machinery free of duty 
and what have been the results? On one side we 
see a superabundance of wealth .and on the other 
~ i d e ,  extreme poverty, hunger, nakedness and every- 
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thing that is deplorable. That is what the extension 
of this privilege has done for us. Well, I am one 
of those who will oppose a t  any time a ~ y t h i n g  that 
will tend to push more money &to the pockets of the 
rich a t  the expense of the poor. I am here to assist in 
wiping out all of these injustices and malpractices. 1 
am going to  fight against them every moment of my 
life and i t i s  for that reason that I am speaking as I 
am. But  if the Government can assure me or  the 
Home o r  this Committee that  this undertaking will 
benefit the people of the country rather than a hand- 
ful of rich merchants and planters, well, Sir, I shall 
await thait information and I will support i t  if I am 
convinced that the undertaking will benefit the people. 
I hope that in  its atitempt to convincs me the Govern- 
ment will do everything possible to give all the 
necessary information-if possible statistics-to prove 
that this undertaking will be of benefit to the people 
I now formally beg to move that the further con. 
sideration of this Resolution be postponed. 

THE CHAIR'MAN: Before ony other honoura- 
ble member speaks, the Chairman is desirous of mak- 
ing a few observations. I11 order to obviate the likeli- 
hood of any mistake or misunderstanding by the 
Chair, the Chair will appreciate, in no inconsiderablt 
way, if honourable members will in future make theil 
motions of amendments by saying "I beg to mov 
ar I now move; I beg to second or I now second thc 
various motions they intend to be carried." I say 
that because this is an  important Chamser and the 
Chair has not all the brains. When an honourabli 
members says: "I intend to move,'' I do not under 
stand and I want honourable members to state exact 
ly  what they mean. 

Mr. TAI;MA: I listened very carefully and 
attentively to the remarks made $y the p~evious 
speakers but if this project happens to be sound and 
profitable and has proved as beneficial as the seniol 
member for St. George stated, why did not the gov 
ernment itself undertake the investment? Why did 
the Government not undertake i t  in the war years 
when fuel was in great demand? Why did i t  not 
commandeer all the megasse when people could no1 
get fuel to use for domestic purposes? If this it 
an experiment I take i t  that the Department ol 
Agriculture is properly staffed with experts and fail 
ing that, Colonial Development and Welfare are sup1 
posed to have experts too out here. Could they no1 
t ry  and look into an  issue like ithis? By having to re 
fund money by way of package tax and customs dutj  
to  a private undertaking which, in time, provided tha 
their experiment is successful, will probably charge 
as other capitalist firms around here charge, a ficti. 
tious price for this commodity, Government is helping 
them to create what one may call a monopoly becausc 
if they succeed, i t  m e a s  that a monopoly will be cre 
ated and a fictitious price will be charged. Will thc 
Government give some assurance that some contro 
mill be exercised over the sale of this fuel? Why as1 
this House to relieve this particular firm of 'C87: 
unless you also give us some definite assurance thal 
this experiment if successful-and probably by thic 
it has been successful-will be controlled? YOU can 
iioF have it both ways. You cannot put them intc 
a position to make money and then not control thr 
sale of the particular commodity. If this thing be 
comes a monopoly-as i t  eventually might: as ha! 
happened in other cases-it meanq that without gov 
ernment control you will be feathering the nest of t h i  
$articular firm and its partners. 

Mr. XAPP:  This question is_ an importan 
auestic-1 and in view of the fact that the House i! 
divided on i t  I want to second the motion of thl 
seniomember for St. Michael. A Labour Governmen 
must move very carefullv when it comes to any forn 
of private enterprise. Tt must be very careful tha 

-3  
t is not subsidizing directly or indirectly the rich 
:apitalists7 pockets. We have no assurance that this 
cheme will be an  undoubted success. It is stated 

'7 

in the addendum that it k in the nature of a n  exper- 
iment; for all we know it qiplzt fall  and that will 
nean that L873 will have gone down the drain. That 3 zertainly is unbusinesslike. I feel that  m mattem 
ike this, private companies should take all the risks 
hat are necessary in  establishing any private enter- 
,rise. Thes have to risk that the ~ r o i e c t  will be a 
Iailure andVthey have to risk that it will be a succesi 
ind if i t  is a success they, I know, will make sure th@ 
,he bulk of the profits will go into their pockets. 
Therefore, as I said before, we have to be very care- 
'ul, when i t  comes to matters of this sort, as to whether 
,ve are subsidizing directly or indirectly capitalists' 
lockets. I t  is true that, as the senior member for 
Jt. Creorge has pointed out, it would be establishing y 
precedebt which may help the poor but on the other 
land there may be very rich capitalists in the out- 
side world now looking to the British Empire to allow 
;hem to establish industries in order to bolster Great 
Britain and help her save dollars. Are they to be 
illowed to import machinery free of duty for the 
stalishment of industries in this island? Are they 

3ot supposed to bear risks that go with the invest- 
nent of private capital? I say that this is a 
dangerous precedent. We h a ~ e  very good examples 
)f what private enterprise can do and what shameful 
ccnditions they can bring to bear on the  people 
)f a colony or the State. I myself spoke to a 
jort of industrial expert who told me that he has 
qo hopes of a scheme like this developing into any 
big enterprise and providing much wor!r for the 
unemployed; that he would rather see a scheme for 
making sweets, chocolates which could be sold in a 
vast market like the United Kingdom. We have 
lhe sugar and we can use some of it to establish 
a d  develop a subsidiary industry like that. 
Why can't an  industry like that be established, 
-an industry which will provide employment for 
many more people in this island than the manufac- 
ture of megass into fuel will provide and which will 
be more profitable? How do I know that this scheme 
will not be a failure? It is a risk which should be 
borne by the company, not by this Government, be- 
cause they share principally in the profits. This gov- 
ernment does not share and the people of this colony 
do not share in these profits generally. It is a matter 
that should be carefully considered because we all 
realize that the industrialisation of this island looms 
Largely in our minds. We must realize that it is a 
~ o u n d  principle to keep capital in tha-  island and, 
therefore, I do not want to do anything that might 
tie the government% hands in  matters, of this sort. 
I feel that the Government should consider how fa r  
such a scheme will go towards solving our main prob- 
lem of unemployment and keeping more capital and 
more money in  circulation in  this island. I feel that 
the Government should be able to give US the assur- 
ance that the price of this fuel is going to be con- 
trolled and that, if profitable, everything will be 
done to keep the price of i t  lower than that a t  which 
fuel can be obtained outside, otherwise it will not re- 
dound to the benefit of 'the people of this island. This 
assurance has not yet been forthcoming from the Gov- 
ernment and in  the hope that  it will give it in  the 
near future I beg to second the moti\on Tor the post- 
ponement of the further consideration of this Reso- 
lution. 

Mr. l?. L. WALCOTT: We are a t  a stage now, 
Mr. Chairman, when we should view matters of this 
sort from the 'point of viev of the future. The ques- 
tion to my mind is : what should occupy our attention 
in respect of this Resolution? I hear honourable 

4?- 

rnemljers express their views with regard to the 
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economic system we have i n  this island. B 
that as it may, we know we hale a capitalis 
democracy but we must be i e a l ~ t ~ c  and reallsc 
that while the Government must itself embar] 
upon every dtsirable economic project, in 
democracy individuals &odd ba glvcn soml 
memure of ellcouragement too. Now each member whc 
has spoken So far, spoke about the necessity for devel 
OPment, the necessity for encouragement and witl 
those sentiments in our minds, Mr. Chairman, 
should view thk  xesoluticn if i t  in\701ves the prin. 
ciple of encouraging industrial development. Wt 
in  ourselves cannot say for certainty that any parti 
W a r  industry, any particular experiment will prove 
as successful as we would like i t  to be. The juniol 
member for  St. Thornas spoke about the manufacturi 
of sweets but when he speaks about manufacturini 
sweets he has to take many other factors into consider. 
ation. Our chief consideration to-day should b: 
whether, if we pass this Resolution, we shall be en. 
couraging a desirable project in theLcountry as_ 1 
whole or whether we are throwing away, as some hon- 
ourable members say, the taxpayers' money. 1 am 
not at this moment, Mr. Chairman, particularly con. 
oerned with the company in  question because, as you 
(know, my stand in political life is 0116 which is con- 
t rary to the political ideology of the owners of Spring 
Hall Co., Ltd.; but I am looking a t  this matter from 
the economic point of view. Barbados is a poor corn 
munity d~finitely. Barbados is a community with 
great deal of unemployment and when we think 01 
instances in which they are to be exemptions fron 
the payment of Customs Duty on materials and 
machinery which are imported into this island, we 
must ask ourselves "Are we encouraging people in 
this island to invest their money in  things that will 
eventually bring a measure of improvement to the 
community?" We cannot blind our eyes to the fact 
that to make this country more prosperous it means 
more money and unfortunately it is the rich people 
who have the money now. Many rich people have 
more money than the Government and, as  I said, we 
cannot blind our eyes to the fact that whether you 
ask local people or strangers from outside, Barbados is 
the place, a t  this time, to attract people to invest their 
money. The junior membler for St. T h o r n  asks 
whether we would give f o r e i b  invks~ors the facility 
of a rebate of Duty on materials imported by them. 
For  myself, I will say "yes" at this moment. Suffi- 
cient unto the day is the evil thereof and I feel that 
when that evil day comes, any legislature should be 
able to take the bold step to control its financial re. 
sources. Barbados is not one of those countries of 
the world-the U. S .  A .  for example-that can boast 
of a fully developed industrial area and that, there- 
fore, we can impme all tHe necessary restrictions a t  
this time. Those of us who have socialist tendencies 
must realize that a man may be a socialist but may 
be hungry and still be without bread and I do not be- 
lieve that we can allow our socialist ideology t~ pm- 
vent u s  from seeing hard economic facts. Mr. 
Chairman, whilst I am not against the postponemept 
of this Resolution I will say that 1 will vote for it with 
reservation because I feel, as some other speakers 
haye expressed, that some of these Companies do get on 
and act in a way contrary to that in which we w ~ ~ l d  
like them to act. Nevertheless, we must bear in mind 
the fact that we have a redundant population and if 
we really want to develop this area and help the people 
we must a t  some stage encourage those wlio have the 
means and the wherewithal to do so. I look UPW 
this debate as  a means of enC0~raghg in  this country 
a t  this time industrial development of which we 
are sadly in need. We s h d d  not a rmx a t  this stage 
&out how much fuel this project will produce ; that 
is a question for the experts; we should be P E -  

pared now to establish a principle that would make 
t.his country a richer and not a poorer country. Let 
me put i t  bluntly. Is it not better for  everybody con. 
cerned, if we give this company this exemption from 
the payment of customs duty and have a number of 
people employed than stick out for  the payment of 
this customs duty and have a large number of people 
unemployed ? "Wherever you walk in this island you 
find people who are asking for  letters and to be helped 
with jo'bs; that is a condition of affairs that  obtains 
day in and day out. I f  we can formulate a polic~. 
that  would redound to the benefit of the people, me 
should do so and some fifty years hence, posteriyy 
will praise us for having done something which might 
not have appeared to us at the time as crystal clear 
as i t  appears to them. With those remarks I feel 
that I would not be betraying the trust which my 
constituents reposed in  me if I acceptedl the principle 
of this Resolution. 1 

Mr. GARNER: I have listened with rapt  atten- 
tion to the speakers, particularly the senior mem- 
ber for St. Ceorge who spoke at length and tried his 
best to give us a picture of the economic advantages 
which will accrue from this undertaking. But if this 
was a co-operative movement, one could readily under- 
stand why this duty should be refunded. These are 
hard headed bufiiness people who are cut to  do busi- 
ness and make money; that is what this amounts to. 
They have not promised that they will supply the 
people with cheap fuel, and as a matter of fact, this 
will be a subsidiary to their sugar factories. Thes. 
are not poor people who want money and I do not 
think they really believe that we. would refund this 
fluty; they are only trying us out. This is a Limited 
Giability Company, all of whose owners are wealthy 
people and they are investing some of their reserve 
funds to make more money. If  this wm a co-opera- 
five movement, well that would be all right but this 
s a business concern with thomands and thousands 
of pounds in reserve and you are  asking me to take the 
people's money and refund this amount to them. I say 
we thousand times "No"; they do aot  deserve it. 1 
io  not think they expect to get it back. Deep down 
n their heart of hearts I do not believe they think 
& will pass this House. When I hear Labour mem- 
bers talk about,starting new industries I should like 
to point out that this is not a new industry. Thesa 
~eople want to make more money and they m looking 
'or avenues in  which they can invest some of their 
.eserve funds. Searles tried oqt this experiment and 
~p to now we have no guarantee that these people are 
roing to supply the people with cheap fuel. I repeat 
,hat this is not a co-operative movement. This is a 
noney-making scheme and I say that it would be well 
f this House rejected this Resoluton. We are estab- 
ishing a bad precedent if we pass this vote. If a 
rmall man starts to manufacture sweets, are you go- 
ng to give him a rebate on the machinery which ha 
mports for the purpose ? If you do this for  this 
bompany to-day you will have to continue and do it 
'or everybody. ( A  MEMBER: And why not 1 )  We 
:annot afford to take the revenue of the is lmd and 
5ve it back to private industrialists when in  t W h  
md in fact their only motive in starting these indus- 
ries is to make profit. We cannot do things by sen- 
iment. For  all the years, the sugar manufaoturers 
~ a v e  been making heaps of money and now that  they 
iave a reserve and want to invest some of it we are 
laying that we are going to give them a rebate on 
nachinery which they bring in here, especialIy for  
,ubsidiary purposes. It is a wrong precedent and I 
Im counselling honourable members to reject this 
3esolution. I f  we pass this, we will get h n n d r e a  
~f such Resolutions in  future. 
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Mr. LEWIS : I should like to make my position 
crystal clear. I am not a g d s t  this Resolution b e c a m  
$he parties concerned happen to be rich people. I 
mould take the same stand if they were poor people, 
in  view of the method which has been adopted. l 
should like all the circumstances in  connection with 
the whole matter to be taken into consideration. The 
Government has been voted money to experiment in 
the manufacture of fuel from megasse and molasses; 
that is what is in the ordinary layman's mind. The 
Covermnqt does not report on the process. It has not 

(,treated us with the courkesy of a report on the spend- 
ing of the $1,500 which we voted for that purpose, and 
the next rthing we hear is that somebody has imported 
mlaichinery to make fuel from megasse'only. The con- 
clusion towhich the layman comes is that t h ~ s  company 
has watched the improvements yhich have been made 
ilq the experiment to such an extent that they can now 
experiment in  the manufacture of fuel from megass 
only. I do not think anybody can throw it at  me 
that these two projefits are not CO-related. The owners 
only. I do not think anybody can throw i t  at me that 
these two projects are obviously not r~ la ted .  The owa- 
er of Spring Hall Co., Ltd., know that the Government 
has been experimenting in  the manufacture of fuel 
from megass and molasses. They do not say to the 
Government, "We are willing to import machinery 
to produce fuel for the people and start a secondary 
industry as well. Let us import this machinery free 
of duty." No ; they go ahead and import this ma- 
chinery with the understanding that they were going 
t o  pay duty on it. They have got i t  here and now 
that everybody knows their secret, they say, "WC 
will go to the Government, tell i t  that the people are 
unemployed; that we are about to start a new indus. 
t ry  and see if the Labourites are going to prevent uz 
from doing so." What sort of industry is i t  ? 11 
is an  industry to use up the megass from their sugar 
factories. If the Government wanted to establish 2 

distillery for the manufacture of rum, would Sprillg 
Hall give them the molasses for the purpose? Would 
it not have to buy a sugar factory first? When 
you talk about the Electric Company you shouli 
bear in mind that you cannot have five or six elec 
tric companies in Barbados; it has to be one electric 
company run  by the Government or one run ~ r i -  
7rate enterprise. The Electric Company imports itc 
machinery free of duty but I understand that therr 
is law to control the price charged by them for 1 
supply of current. I believe the same thing applie! 
to the Gas Company. But  what guarantee have we 
that  this rebate of dnty is going to be passed on tc 
the people? When the War  was on, a certair 
Vestryman complained that  the schooners hat 
been trading in  wood and coals on the Wharf with 
out a licence and had not been paying any tradc 
tax ;  and where did the wood and coals eventuall: 
go 1 They went into the business premises of peopl~ 
who are inkrested in this same company and ha( 
to be bought from them. I am against this proposa 
to-day, purely on account of the method that has bee1 
adopted in bringing this machinery into the islanc 
and of the fact that somebody must have known abou 
it. If they had come to this House and played de 
cently with the representatives of the people I an 
dnvinced that we would not have glven them some 
thing like a monopoly. I certainly would have allawec 
them to bring in their machinery free of duty to star 
this secondary industry. There is another point. 
know that to manufacture your own article even a t  a 
slightly higher price may be better than importing, 
but we m n y  remember that manufacturing fuel amay 
out at  St. Lucy or St. Peter means that it will have 
to be transported to Bridgetown to reach the people 
aQld that mill increase the cost considerably. Then, 

the local produqt will be sold. from one place only, 
and that may mean putting out  of work many people 
who now sell wood and coals. I do not say this 
because I represent the City Constituency. I am 
surprised that this matter &ould have been paid 
such great attention by the Government, as there 
are good reasons why the Goverqment should keep 
out of it. The Government owes this House a full 
report on the spending of the £1,500 which was voted 
for the experiment in making fuel from megase and 
molasses. The Government should tell me whether 
its experiment has failed and that i t  wants somebody 
else to exploit the experiment in  another way. This 
is something that has to do with sugar factories. We 
have given the sugar factories a great concession,- 
a concession that no other colony in  the Caribbean 
has given them in the recent increase in  the price of 
sugar, that is, we have included the l o d l y  consumed 
sugar in the recent Sugar Cess 'Legislation. Are 
we going to increase the price of sugar tp the people 
and give the sugar factories the op~or tuni ty  of 
selling fuel at  whatever price they l i k e V i l t i l  I 
have an explanation as to why this machinery wm 
imported, after the experiment carried out by the 
Government, without some previous kaowledge of 
this House I am suspicious of the underteking, no 
matter what good may result from it. I am 
willing, if further information is given me, now 
that my point of view has been clearly put, to v& 
for the postponement of this Resolution but in the 
absence of that information I feel that the Resolution 
should be rejected. 

The question that the further consideration of 
this Resolution be now postponed is put  and resolved 
in the affirmative, the division being as follows:- 

Ayes: Dr. WILSON, Messrs. SMITH, F. L. WAG 
COTT, COX, FOSTER, MAPP, Dr. C u ~ n f r m ,  Messrs. 
SPRINGER, ADAMS, BLACKMAN, CRAWFORD, G~RNFR,  
TALMA, MOTTLEY, and Mr. SPEAKER-15. 

Noes: BIessm HAYNBS, GALE, S. A. WALCOTT, 
WILKINSON, and LEWIS-5. 

REFUND OF CUSTOMS DUTY TO THE BRITISH-AMERICAN 
TOBACCO CO. (BARBADOS), LTD. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: The next Resolution is for 
the sum of r6279. 10. 5. to be granted to the British2 
American Tobacco Co. (Barbados), Ltd., as a refund 
of the Customs import duty and package tax paid on 
sixty-four cases of aluminium foil which was subse- 
quently re-shipped to the United States of America. 
The addendum states that on the 8th October, 1945, 
the British-American Tobacco Co. (Barbados), Lim- 
ited, paid duty and package tax amounting to $3279 
10. 5. on 64 cases of aluminium foil. This foil was 
found to be of faulty manufacture and was re-shipped 
to the manufacturers on the 24th January, 1947. Sec- 
tion 51 (2) of the Trade Act, 1910 (2910-41, allows 
the owner. of an  article on which import duty has 
been paid to export that article and re-import an 
article of the same description and value free of duty 
if the following conditions are fulfilled :- 

"If before exporting the article he or his 
agent files in the office of the Comptroller a 
declaration that the article has not been used, 
that i t  has bden imported within a month, land 
that it is his intention subsequently to import 
an article of the same description and value, and 
if OQ importation he satisfies the C~mptroller that 
the article imported is an article of the same 
description and value. " 
The delay between the date of receipt of the foil 

and its re-shipment was due_ to the need for examina- 
tion of the foil and correspondence between the 
British-American Tobacco Company (Barbados), 
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Limited, and the suppliers and shipping agent. The 
Comptroller of Customs has reported that the foil 
was not used in  the island and that a Landing Cer- 
tificate has been received from the Customs Depart- 
ment in New York stating that the foil had been 
received there. I n  view of the circumstances of this 
case, i t  is considered equitable that a refund of the 
import duty and package tax should be made, and 
this resolution is to provide for the refund. T beg 
to  move that the Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. COX: Before the question is put  I' want 

to get some more information in  regard to this mat- 
ter. What I understand is that this company should 
have sent back this foil within a month and here 
approximately three months have expired,-a period 
which does not permit them to get this refund; so 1 
want to get some more information before I vote on 
this Resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS: The honourable member has not 
read Section 51  (2) of the Act carefully. The section 
does not provide that the article must be re-exported 
within a month. It says that if the exporter files 
a notice that the article has not been used, that it 
has been imported within a month and that he sub- 
sequently intends to send i t  back to. the place of 
origin and import an article of the same description 
he shall be entitled to a refund of duty. 

Mr. L E  WIS : Mr. Chairman,--I would like to 
know, if i t  is not a trade secret, what was wrong 
with the foil. 

The CHAIRMBN: The Resolution is for a re- 
fund of this duty and not to provide an  opportunity 
to enquire into somebody's business. 

Mr. LEWIS : I understand, Mr. Chairman, that 
I can get the information and I think it is well that 
we should have it. 

The CHAIRMAN: The question is- 
Mr. SPRINGER: The honourable member is 

entitled to the information and he can get it. I t  is 
this: An excessive gum streem was used to mount 
the aluminium foil to the tissue and the gum had 
penetnated the tissue ; as the result, all the combined 
~ i e c e s  of foil and tissue were glued together in a solid 
13IlSS. 

The CHAIRMAN: Is any other honourable 
member entitled to find out any information about 
i t  ? (Laughter.) 

The question that the Resolution do now pass ia 
put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

On the motion of Mr. BI~ACKMAN, seconded by 
Dr. CUMMINS. the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of 
three Resolutions and the postponement of one in 
Committee of Supply. 

The House resumes and on the motions of MP 
BLACKMAN, seconded by Mr. S P R I K G ~  in each east 
the three Resolutions are read a first and a second 
time and are agreed to. 

T'H'E ARTHUREVELYNARMSTRONG 
PENSION BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order is to resume de. 
bate on the second reading of a Bill tb authorize the 
payment of an  additional pension to Arthur Evelyn 
Armstrong. On the last occasion when the motion 
for the second reading of the Bill was being debated 
the honourable senior member for St. Michael moved 
seconded by the honourable junior member for S t  
Andrew, that the further consideration of the Bill 
be postponed. Both of these honourable memberh 
have the right to speak before any other honourable 
members on this occasion. 

Mr. COX : Mr. Speaker.-I am wondering whethe1 
-C r y$ will allow the senior member for St. Philip, whr 

IS in charge of the Bill, to make his explanation first 
r Z 

Mr. SPEAKER: You don't wish to say any- 
thing further ? 

Mr. COX: Yes, Mr. Speaker, but I would like 
to hear the explanation first. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  If you do not speak now, you 
will not be allowed to speak again on the second 
reading of the Bill. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : On the last occasion when 
this Bill was discussed, a lot of opposition was ex- 
pressed in  connection with it. I think I am correct 
in  saying that most of that opposition was centred 
more around the individual concerned than the prin- 
ciple involved (Cries of "Shame7') but  I hope that to 
day honourable members will, after viewing the facts 
of the case, be prepared to consider the matter dis- 
passionately and eventually arrive at some decision, 
not only with regard to this particular Bill but in 
connection with the state of affairs generally. Now, 
in the Objects and Reasons of the Bill, Sir, it h 
pointed out that Arthuir Evelyn Armstrong was 
appointed Chaplain of the Prisons and Lunatic 
Asylum in 1926 and held this office until 1934. He 
resigned in 1934 to assume the headmastership of 
Combermere School. The latter service is pensionable 
by law and the Government has been advised that 
his services between 1926 and 1934 are not so pen- 
sionable; but the Government, after due considers- 
tion, decided that Mr. Armstrong should be given a 
pension in respect of his period of service between 
1926 and 1934 as Chaplain of His Majesty's Prisons 
and Lunatic Asylum. Well now, what, are the facts 
--and I hope honourable members v;ill listen care- 
fully to this explanation ? Under the Teachers Pen- 
sion Act, Rev. Armstrong is entitled to a pension for 
the period of service as  Headmaster of Corrbermerz 
School but as he resigned from his Cure a t  St. David's 
and then his appointment to the Prisons as Chaplain, 
he is not entitled to count those periods as qualifying 
pensionable periods because there is no legal pro- 
vision to safeguard the pensionable rights of a Civil 
Servant other than an  elementary schoolteacher who 
accepts an  appointment under a School Authority; 
in other words, when the Rev. Armstrong left the 
Prisons and went to Combermere School, the Authori- 
t y  which ran the school was not then a Government 
Department and there is no provision in the law 
which allows any Civil Servant, other than an ele. 
mentary schoolteacher who accepts an  appointment 
under a School Authority, to consider as pensionable 
a period of service which he rendered under an 
Authority other than a Government Department. 
Section 8 of Teachers Pension Act contains safe- 
guards for the pensionable rights of any teacher who 
leaves the service of a School Authority for employ- 
ment under the Crown; in other words, while a Civil 
Servant, other than a teacher who leaves the service 
of the Crown and accepts a job u d e r  a School 
Authority, cannot have his services regarded as pen- 
sionable, on the other hand a teacher who leaves the 
service of a School Authority and takes a job under 
the Crown is, by law. entitled to have his services 
considered as pensionable. The Government in 1N1.  
I am told, decided to make no legal provision to safe- 
guard the pensionable rights of persons vacating 
offices under the Crown for  service under a School 
Authority. I t  is, therefore, a qumtion for the Hous,: 
to decide whether-in the case of Rev. Armstrong 
and. generally speaking. in  any similar case that 
might arise---steps should be taken to safeguard tht. 
pension rights of people who leave or have left a job 
under the Crown for service under a School Authori- 
ty. I n  this particular case the Government decided, 
rather than review the whole position generally, to 
consider the merits of this case and send down thib 
Bill to provide a pension for Mr. Armstrong for his 
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period of service as Chaplain of the Prisons and 
Lunatic Asylum from 1926 to 1934. I n  the remarka 
which I heard on the last occasion when this Bill 
was discussed, there were at least two honourable 
members who opposed the principle involved; hence 
ss it is Rev. Armstrong, they are nothing to do with 
it. We all know that Xev. Armstrong, owing to very 
unfortunate public utterances by himself, has made 
himself unpopular among certain sections of the com- 
munity. His last qtteraqce at the Eplpire Theatre 
was not one that was calculated to endear him to the 
mass of the people of this community. But I am 
asking honourable members to-day to forget the indi- 
vid a1 and assist the Government, perhaps in re. 
sol 1 g finally whether or not steps should be taken 
to provide pensions for public employees who are 
placed in a similar position to that of Rev. Arm- 
strong. We are being asked to decide, Sir, whather 
or not the dafeguarrd which is  provided for peixons 
who leave secondary.schools and enter the service of 
the Crown should not also be provided for servants 
of the Crown who leave the service of the Crown 
and become secondary teachers. At this stage I have 
nothing more to say on the matter and I hope that 
the underlying principle of the situation will com- 
mend itself to honourable members. If any further 
information is needed and I am in a position to give 
it, I shall be pleased to do so. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. $peaker,-I was not present 
to hear the beginning of this debate and while it 
would seem that the Government is doing somethiag 
to reward some person who has been in its service and 
through some flaw in the law or strict legal interpre- 
tation it is unable now to do so. As far as I can  vie^ 
the matter, the Chaplain of the Prisons and Lmatic 
Asylum must be a government servant appointed 
by the Governor in the same way as the Headmaster 
of Combermere School is a government servant, but 
what is worrying my mind is this: I s  this not a 
good opportunity to enquire from the Government 
whether there are other pemons similarly placed, 
whether there are other persons who have resigned 
in somewhat similar circumstances and have not bee11 
oompensated because of the interpretation of the law ? 
I know an instance in which an employee of the Oov- 
emment with previous service with a parochial board 
had the latter servide taken into considenatiol~ in 
the computation of his pension, on his retirement. I 
know another officer of the Crown---- 

&. SPEAKER: IS the honourable member go- 
ing to be much loneer 1 - -c,-- - 

Mr. LEWIS: I shall be a couple of minutes 
longer, perhaps more than you will allow. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I t  being now two o'clock, thia 
Rouse stands adjourned until a quarter to three 
o'clock in accordance with Rule 40 (a). 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to lay on 

the Table of the House the replies to questiolus KO. 
54, standing in the name of the honourable senior 
member for the City; and the replies to questions 
No. 42 standing in the name of the honourable junior 
member for Bt. Philip. 

SUSPBNSION OF RULE 61 (A) 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to move for the sus- 
pension of Rule 61 (a) in order to revert to @v- 
ernment Business. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave to make the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS: I bey to move that Rule 61 (a) 
be now ~uspended in order to revert to Government 
Business. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

ARTHUR EVELYN ARMSTRONG 
PENSION BILL 

Mr. S P E I W R :  When the adjourngent for 
lunch took place, the House was debating the mo- 
tion for the second reading of a Bill to  authorise 
the payment of an additional pension to Arthur 
Erelyn Armstrong, and the honourable junior mem- 
ber for the City was speaking. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker,-I was merely try- 
ing to enquire whether there were any other per- 
jons in the service of the Crown or who have re- 
cently retired, who would be in a pwition similar 
to that of Rev. Armstrong. I was wonderiq 
whether we should ask the Governmeqt at this stags 
if they intend to give other persons who may be 
in this position similar consideration. m a t  I had 
in mind is to use this Bill as a means of getting the 
Government to bring in other persons. I understand 
that there is someone in the employ of the Government 
-4omeone connected with the Peasants' Loan Bank 
who has done some parochial service and then went 
over to the Government-and now his service with 
the Parochial Body will not be taken into considera- 
tion for pension. I was wondering if the Govern- 
ment know of any other cases which could be 
brought to their attention so that it would not ap- 
pear that we are favouring a parSicular indivit- 
ual. Very often we discowr that after Bills of t h ~  
nature have been passed many other cast% are 
brought to light in which there is the wry injustice 
which we are trying to remedy in this Bill; we 
discover that there are many other cases which are 
not considered merely because the persons concerned 
are not influential persons! or they have nobody a t  
court to plead their cause. I should not like to be 
put in the unfortunate position of being told that 
I voted for this Bill because it concerned Rev. Arm- 
strong and others who left one form of employment 
tc go for another are not going t3 receive similar 
consiiddrqkion. I think that i t  is regrettable that 
anybody should work for the Government and not 
be given a penbion for their service. I am sorrv 
that the honourable member in charge of the BilI 
has already replied, however, I am voting for the 
second reading of this B$11 with the understanding 
that I am not, in addition to doing this gentlemen 
the justice of giving him a pendon, putting him 
in a favoured position so that it can be thrown at 
him and at me that he was a ~nioileqed person work- 
ing for the Government. It is perham unusual for 
the Chaplain of the Prison in Barbados to be given 
a post ending up with a tialary of as much as 5750 
per amum. It would seem as if this is a 
Bill about which there is likely to be a great 
deal of misunderstanding. I understand that the 
service is being regarded as continuous for the pur- 
nose of comnutbg the pension and if that is 
I say that that is unusual. I hope that the Gov- 
ernment is not leading me in the position where 
it can be thrown at me that there are other persona 
who are entitled to the same consideration and they 
have not got i t  I w e e  that any pewon who serves 
the Government should not only be paid for his ser- 
rice hvt hp ~.h.honld also he qiven a  ensi ion. 

Mr. SPR1NGE"F : It is not clear to me whether 
the honnurahle iimior v~miber for the Citv was 
?ayinn that  in this c ~ s p  RV. Arm*onp'c nenslon 
i? resnect of his -rvicec p+ the Pris.on u.in he a t  
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the haourable member may be in some doubt and I 
ask leave to explain it If Rev. k m -  
strong had served for ten years as Chaplain of the 
Prison he would have been entitled to a pension 
for his service. He served for only eight years and 
had to resign that post in order-to take up a post 
with a School Authority which he did immediately 
after he resigned the post. If there had been passed at 
that time thg new Pension Bill which was recently 
passed by the Legislature, his whole service would have 
been one continuous service. At the tune when Rev. 
Armstrong retired, the two p e r i d  of service were 
separate, one being und* the Pension Act and the 
other being under the Teachers7 Pension Act. It 
is now proposed that this eight years' service should 
be considered by itself and to give Rev. Armstrong 
a pension on the salary which he was receiving for 
h i j  duties as Chapl&n of the Prison. As regards 
the case where a person has served with a Parochial 
Authority and then transferred to the Government 
Service, there is a precedent for the Government 
considering the period of service with the Parochial 
Authority when computing the pension a t  the end 
of the person's entire period of service. I think 
that it was towards the end of the ldst session when 
there was a case where a person who was a sanitary 
inspector with the General Board of Health was 
given a pension based on his whole period of ser- 
vice both g a sanitary inspector with the Board 
of Health aad is the service of the St. Michael's 
Vestry. The reason for that is that subsequent to 
his transfer from the parochial service, parochial 
servants became pensionable by law and it was! felt 
just that he should be put in the position in whicl: 
he would have been if the Pension Bill had been 
passed earlier. It is not a question of any special 
treatment in the case of Rev. Armstrong. 

Mr. TALMA rose to speak. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has 

already spoken. 
The question that this Bill be now read a sec. 

end time was put and resolved in the affirmative. 
A division was taken as follows :- 
Ayes : Dr. CUMMINS, Messrs. L m s ,  BRANCKER 

SMITH, F. L. WALCOTT, COX, FOSTER, MAPP, SPRINGER 
ADAMS, BLACKMAN, CRAWFORD, MOTTLEY, HAYNES 
GALE, S. A. WALCOTT and WILKINSON.-17. 

Noes:  Messrs. RAMSAY and T&MA.--2. 
The second reading was passed. 
On the motion of Mr. CRAWFORD, seconded bj 

Mr. ~ A M S ,  Mr. SPEAKER, left the Chair and thl 
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. R ~ M ~ I  
being in the Chair. 

Clausle 1, the title Clause, wm read and pawed 
Clause 2 was read as follows:- 
2. The Colonial Treasurer is hereby authorised 

2nd required to pay in equal monthly instalment 
from the Public Treasury on the warrant of tht 
Governor-in-Executive Committee to Arthur Evelyr 
Armstrong, formerly Headmaster of Combermen 
School, during the term of his natural life a pen. 
%ion a t  the rate of thirty-three pounds six shilling 
and eight pence per annum as from the seventeentl 
day of April, one thousand nine hundred and forty 
six, in addition to any pension to which he is at pree 
ent entitled. 

Mr. CRAWFOFCD: I beg to move that Clausc 
'2 stand nart of the Bill. I 

~r . -BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. TALMA: Biefore the question is ~ u t ,  I 

.should like to gay tha$ this is the point which I 
attempted tc make a few minutes ago after I~istening 
to the remarks of the honourable senior member 
for St. George. How can we have a special Act 

!or Rev. Armstrong which really is not in conforpl- 
ty with the penslon Regulations? Any employee 
)f the Government who resigns after eight yearsJ 
;ervice gets a gratuity. A pension is based on a t  
east ten years' service; but because it is the case 
)f @v. Armstrong he has only given aight years' 
@-vice, and left one job for a more remunerative 
me, a special Bill is sent down! If this was a case 
3f some Waterworksl foreman or Hospital employee 
we would have been told that a pension is based on 
ten years' service and that he can only get a grab 
uity. This Clause states that Rev. &strong ie 
to be paid ai penkon of $33 6. 8. per annum as from 
the 17th of April, 1946, during his natural life. If 
Mr. Armstrong lives until he i~ eighty years of age 
-and we hope that he will live until then-he 
will receive this pension whereas in truth and !n 
h c t  he is only entitled to a gratuity of one month's 
salary for each completed year's S-rvice. A police- 
man who has to get all the dew 6s not treated in 
the manner in which this gentleman is being treated. 

Mr. LEWIS : I am wonder~~is; it' the honourable 
member in charge of the Bill will offer some explana. 
tion to what has been said. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: To reply generally, I can 
sssure the honourable senior, member for Christ 
Church that in any case in which the merits are such 
as to deserve similar treatment by the Government, 
whether i t  be a policeman, Waterworks foreman or a 
casual labourer of the Waterworks Department, tht 
Government will give €lie same consideration to i t  as 
it has given to this particular case. I n  this case my 
information is that on the 19th of February, 1937, 
Rev. Armstrong elected to receive a gratuity and a 
reduced pension on his retirement; but inasmuch as 
his service prior to his appointment as Headmaster of 
Combermere School has been deemed to be non-pen- 
sionable and he had on that date held this office for 
two years, it appears that he had not exercised his 
option under the particular Section of the Teachers' 
Pension Act. On the 1st of September, 1944, he 
became eligible for a pension in respect of his service 
as Headmaster of Combermere School and he should 
have exercised his option in respect of this service. 
He was under the impression that the op6on which he 
h@ exercised was in order. I know how you feel 
over this matter, Mr. Chairman. The honourable 
senior member for Christ Church has really answered 
himself when he said that Rev. Armstrong elected to 
give up the job at the Prison for an infinitely more 
reliable job realising that he would forfeit his rights 
as Chaplain of the Prison. What I want to empha- 
size is this; as the case no~vstands, out of a period 
of thirty-five years' service in one way or another 
with the Government, Rev. Armstrong is now only 
receiving a pension in respect of twelve years7 service. 
1 know that it has been argued that he broke the ser- 
"ice for more remunerative jobs, but apparently he 
was under a misapprehension in some cases and the 
Government feels that he is entitled to a pension for 
the eight years during which he served as Chaplain 
of the Prison. 

The question that Clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill was put and resolved in the affiirmative without 
division. 

Clause 2 was passed. 
Clause 3 wax read and passed. 
On the motion of Mr. C&WFORD, seconded by Mr. 

TALMA, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the Bill 
in Committee. 

The House resumed. 
On motions of Mr. CRAWFORD, seconded by Mr, 

GARNER in each case, the B1?1 was read a third time 
and passed. 
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QUARANTINE BILL 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. SPEAKER,-I ask leave to pro- 
ceed with Order No. 2 as the next Order of the Day. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member to proceed with the Order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the honourable junior member 
for St. John,-Second reading of a Bill relating to 
Quarantine and similar matters. 

Mr. BIJACIUKAN : Mr. Speaker,-In moving 
the second reading of this Bill I should like to explain 
that as a result of a recommendation of the MTest 
Indian Royal Commission of 1938-1939, a Conference 
on Quarantine was held in Trinidad in  December, 
1943, to consider the following agenda:- 

(1) Preparation and adoption of a Model 
Quarantine Ordinance and Regulations. 

(2) Consideration and adoption of the re- 
commendation of the Advisory Medical Committee on 
Quarantine in 1942. 

(3) Recommendations for arrangements for 
the exchange of epidemiological information and the 
co-ordination of quarantine procedure in the West 
Indian area, and 

(4) Recommendations for - special agree- 
ments between the British Colonies in the West Indian 
area in respect of (a) Maritime traffic and (b)  Air 
navigation. 

All the Colonies in the Caribbean area, with t h ~  
exception of Barbados, have enacted the uniform 
Quarantine Legislation before the end of 1944. 

This Bill is of a technical nature and I am advised 
by the experts here that in entering into the details 
ef the Bill it must be pointed out that Clauses I 
to I1 (with the exception of Clause 3 (3), (4) and (5) 
and Clause 4 ( l ) ,  (2) and (3)  follow very closely 
Clauses 1 t_o 10 of the Model Legislation and the Quar- 
antine Acts which have been passed in  Trinidad and 
the Leeward Islands. Clause 3 (1) and (2) make 
provision for the Quarantine Authority. 

As there is no organises medical department in 
Barbados corresponding to that in the other West 
Indian Colonies, an  ad hoc organisation- limited 
solely to quarantine matters-had to be created. This 
has been done by ClAuse 3 (3), (4) and (5) and 
Clause 4, bearing i n  mind the recommendations of 
the Conference and certain provisions in the F i a t  
and Second Schedules which form part of the Bill. 

I t  i$ important that this Bill come into operation 
a t  an  early date because of the conditions arising from 
the entry and departure of aircraft. 

Clauses 12 to 19 are entirely new and themselves 
explain the reasons for their adoption. 

The Bill is identical with Acts already passed in 
a11 the other Islands and is intended 

(1) to give the British West Indies adequate 
protection against the introduction of disease from 
without. 

(2) to subject the travelling public to the 
minimum of inconvenience consistent with adequate 
safeguards and ; 

(3)  to furnish ourselves- with a Quarantine 
Code embracing all the measures wXch are considered 
to be essential by modern medical s~ienee for our 
own safety and for that of our neighbours. And I may 
say that the introduction of air travel makes the whole 
world our neighbours. 

I beg to move that th'is Bill be now read a second 
time. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. This Bill 
is somewhat belated, As honourable members will see, 
the Convention was held in 1943 and the Bill has only 
now got here. Just a few month., aco we had quite a 
Rcare here in connection with Cerebro-spinal Menin- 
gitis and me had to institute measures that are now 
contained in this Rill in order to deal with that situa- 

tion. By passing this Bill hurriedly we will avoid 
anything of the sort taking place again a t  least as f a r  
as disinsectisation i s  conc~med. 

Mr. LEWIS: This is a Bill which honourable 
members have just looked at. I t  contains many 
clauses and several schedules and it is one of those 
Bills in which you show no interest because i t  is 
difficult to comprehend them. This Bill has 'been in the 
making for  some four years ; it was introduced i n  this 
House on the 22nd of July, 1947, i t  was circu1att.d 
only recently and we are passing i t  today! We have 
zdopted the method of dealing expeditiously with 
Bills in Select Committee and I am wondering if ~ O Y L .  
ourable members will agree to a motion for referring 
+,his Bill to a Select Committee so that we might get 
the Chief Medical Officer and the Sanitation Officer 
along with the hon. senior member for St. Thorns. 
to enlighten us as to the technicalities of the Bill. I 
know that i t  is very difficult for honourable members 
to understand the real meaning of this Bill and some 
of the terms used in  i t ;  and we are supposed to bi! 
passing legislation in the interest of the people and 
using our ordinary intelligence. \TTe can get befor. 
us the people who can explain these matters. The 
members of the Executive Committee might vot bt 
dble to retain all that they have heard ~ b m t  tkiS 
Bill, and when honourable members sre voting i:n a 
Bill irrespective of its size or  technicality, I think 
that they should do so with a certain amount of as- 
>urance that they are enacting something which they 
have made every effort to understand to the best of 
their ability. I am sorry to say that -1 have to vote 
Eor this Bill wthout knowing anything about it, with- 
out knowing whether i t  is intended to do good ilnd 
will eventually work to the detriment of th? peoPle 
of this colony OF not. I do not know that I c a l k  

turn to many honourable members and ask thrm 
anything about this Bill. I see that i t  is the habit 
of the Other Place to refer Bills to a Select Com~uit- 
tee but we are against that because T T ~  

hold that Select Committees have established 
a reputation for delaying and killing 13ilk 
That, however, is not my experience. I think that 
i t  would be a good thing to refer this Bill to a 
Select Committee so that honourable members can 
be made acquainted with the objects and reasan; ancl 
how the Rill is going to affect the people. I would 
not like to delay this measure because it is nil im- 
portant one; but we do not know anything about 
it and we are accepting i t  merely because we have 
got thus far.  I am wondering if the honourable 
mover of the second reading of the Bill will agree 
to refer it to a Select Committee after the second 
reading has been passed so that we can get some 
technical officers of the Government to explain it. 
After all, the members of the Government will be 
failing in their duty if they do not get some techni- 
cal direction on this Bill, and we in  turn will be fail- 
ing in our duty if we do not acquaint ourselves with 
its provisions and applications so f a r  asTiej withi? 
our power to do so. I am supporting the motioa 
for the second reading of this Bill and I do so with 
the admission that I know absolutely nothing about 
the Bill. 

Mr. GALE : I n  reply to the honourable member 
who has just sat down, I should like to say that this 
Bill is the outcome of a Quarantine Conference which 
was held since 1943 and it should have been passed 
long ago. A11 the other British West Indian Colonies 
have adopted this Bill; it is a model of the Bill which 
was endorsed by  thz Conference. Medical men iin 
the various British West Indian Colonies went to 
Trinidad and this is what they have produced. We 
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e the only British West Indian Colony which har 
not fallen into line and adpoted this measure and l 
GO ~ o l  se? t h a t  sny i:spful purps3 '~.il1 scl.vcd 
by referring the Bill to a Select Committee. 

Mr. RAMSAY: I do not understand every 
thing in this Bill. In  the "Objects and Reasons' 
certain clauses are referred to; these things sound 
very nicely but they are technical and there are ni 
special scientists in this Chamber. Barbadians pro. 
fess to know everything under the sun, but they dc 
not know everything under the sun. I was wondep 
ing why these things were not put in everydag 
language. We do not know anything about the 
Conference because the proceedings of the Confer 
cnce have not 'been laid on the Table of this House. 
J am asking that this Bill be postponed for the pur- 
pose of having the "Objects and Reasons" put in 
everyday language so that we ean understand them. 
How in the name of patience can this House of 
Assembly composed of ordinary men like myself De 
expected to read through all this data. I am sug- 
gesting to the honourable member in charge of the 
Bill that he should put the "Objects and Reasons" 
in a different shape. I n  the "Objects and Reasons" 
for instance, reference is made to Clauses 13 to 17;  
well I do not know what is Clause 12 or Clause 17. I 
think that these things should be put so that they can 
be understood. I do not know how they can put these 
things into the hands of ordinary laymen. I am not 
movinp that the Bill 'be referred to a Select Corn, 
mittee, but I am moving that it be postponed for the 
express purpose that the honourable member in 
charge of i t  will be able to put the "Objects an? 
Reasons'' in a wider scope. We want a comprehen- 
sive resumi. of all these data which none of us will 
read, nct even the honourable mover of the second 
reading of the Bill. (Laughter). I beg to move that 
this Bill be now postponed. 

Mr. ADAMS : While we like to see a little 
comic element introduced into serious affairs, we also 
have to remember that we have been telling the pub- 
lic and the world that we are taking our busines~ 
in this Rouse seriously. We have to thank both t h e  
honourable junior member fdr the City and the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Peter for being frank 
enough to tell us that they have not read the Bill. 
The honourable member w5o has just spoken has pone 
in the "Objects and Reasons'' that Clauses 12 and 17 
of the Bill repeated in the "Objects and Reasons." 

Mr. RAMSAY: I never said that I wanted 
them repeated. I said that I wanted them condensed 
into everyday language. I do not know if the hon- 
ourable member understands what "condense" 
means. (Laughter). 

Mr. ADAMS: The honourable member has it 
in the "Objects and Reasons" that Clauses 12 to 17 
of this Bill differ from the existing Laws of Barados, 
of which he has a copy, in certain respects and he is 
asking for a condensed statement of Clauses 12 to 17. 
We must really thank those honourable members for 
giving reasons for referring this Rill to a Selecb 
Committee- 

Mr, RAMSAY: I never said 4~1-g about 
referring this Bill to a Select Committee. I express- 
ly said that I wanted it postponed. 

Mr. ADAMS: I apologize t o  the honourable 
member and I withdraw my accusation of him. I 

for th'e City. (Laughter). If the honourable junior 
memb?r for 'he Gity takes the trouble even only to 
look through this Bill, he will see that there is not 
even a line in it which can be called technical unless 
he refers to the line in respect of- 

At this point, i t  now being 3.30 p.m. Mr SPEAKER 
stated that it was now time for the consideration of 
Private Members' Business. 
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really coupled the honourable member with the hen-! 
ourable junior member for the City who asked that 
the Bill be referred to a Select Committee. 1 was 
under the impression that we had got a Select Corn- 
rnittee of two honourable members but it is obvious 

Ahat we have to get a ?elect Committee of only on@ 
honourable member-the honourable junior member 

ADJYRXSS Re SENDING A DELEGATION TO 
SURINAM TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITIES OF 

EMIGRATION. 

l 
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btkn expressed by this Chamber on more than one 
occasion. At the beginning of this session an  Addresa 
was unanimously passed by t h k  House asking the 
Gwkrnmient to 'explore the possibility of emigration 
to various parts of the W& Indies and other coun- 
tries.Portunately for W, of the Authoritim in 
Surinam have visited this colony and they are willing 

. t o  take people from here to  that country for s ~ t t l e  

Mr. F. L. W U C O T T :  I ask leave to move that 
the Address of which I gave notice today be taken 
as the first Order of the Day under Privake Members' 
Business. 

There being no objection, the hmourable mem- 
ber was granted ]leave to make the mobion. 

Mr. F. L. WBLCOTT: I beg to move that the 
Address of which I gave notice today be taken as the 
first Order of the Day under Private Members' 
Business. 

Mr. RAMSAY : I beg to second that. I do 
not think that it is akcessary for me to elaborate on 
the reasons why my colleague has asked for leave to 
prcceed with this Address. He is dealing with a 
well-known subject. This Home well as the mm- 
munity knows that emigration is of vital importance 
to this country taking into consideration the peculiar 
phase through which we are passing. I take i t  that 
honourable members will grant my colleague the op- 
portunity to have this Address discussed this after- 
uoon with a view of passing it to Ilis Excellency the 
Gove&or. 

The question that this BXldrbs be taken as the 
first Order a£ the Day under Private MRlakrs' Busi- 
ness wm put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

Mr. SPEAEER: The first Order of the Day 
under Private Mlembers' Busin- therefore stands 
in the name of the honourable senior member 
for St. Peter:-To mode the passing of an Address 
to =is Excellency the Governor relating to the 
qwding of a delegation to Surinam to investigate and 
~ e p o r t  on the conditions of living and work to which 
Barbadians are being invited to go. Has the hon- 
ourable member circulatied some, copies of the 
Address ? 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Yes Sir. The Address 
reads as follows :- 

T k  Hause o j  XssernbS 
To 

His ExcelLencg Ths Governor 

Tlfe House of Assembly feel that in 4ew of the 
visit of the G o d o n  from, Surinam exploring 
possibilities of recruiting Barbadians for work and 
settlement in that country, the Government should 
take immediate steps to dend a small delegation to 
Surinam to investigate and report on the conditions 
of livihg and work to which Barbadians a% being 
invited to go. 

This Address is sitsply worded and the senti- 
ments e x ~ r w e d  in kit re-echo thosk which have 
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ment or for work. I feel that with this situation 
before us, the Government will be well advised to 
take immediate steps so that a small delegation from 
this colony should visit S u r d  i n  order to mvesti- 
gate the possibilities of our people going there. I t  ii 
well to  bear in mind that although we have agreed 
i n  broad principle with emigration, we realise that 
in connection with settling and puttmg people to 
qork, i t  should be thk duty of the local Government 
t o  see that the conditiom are such that the peopb 
will benefit. I know that making a lung speech on 
this matter is not necessary because even those mem- 
bers of the Conservative element have already 
s p e e d  with the principle of emigration and if this 
opportunity comes along i t  is only natural to ask the 
Government to conform to something with which they 
have already agreed in principle. I beg to move that 
this address do now pass. 

Mr. RAMSAY: I have great pleasure in 
seconding the motion for the   as sing of this Address. 
Words fail me to express my joy in  anticipating any 
success which this v h t u r e  may create. I pronounoe 
upon it the benedicition of Almlghty God and hope 
that something good! will be achieved. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Before the question is put, 
I should like to say that  on the day after the Com 
mkiion came to Barbados, in  the course of a dis- 
cussion with them I suggested that the local Govern- 
ment would have to send to Surinam a delegation ti 
investigate the conditicns there. I evkn went fur- 
ther and suggested that iepresentatives of the types 
of workers who are likely t o  benefit Prom the scheme 
should be included i n  the delegation. In  other 
words, this exploratory delegation should include i n  
its personnel one or two, if not more, agricultural 
workers who would be given the opportunity t c  
investigate at  first hand the cmditions under whicn 
tHe emigrants are expected to work, and therefore 
they would be in a position on their return home 
to explain the conditions to their colleagues in a 
way in which perhaps the other membem of the dele. 
gation would not be able to do. As a sort of comtel 
suggestion th!e Chairman of the C~mmission suggested 
or  rather recommended that i t  would perhaps be a 
better idea if a small group of workers numberip 
about four or five dozen were fimt sent to Surinam 
for  an exp'erimental period of about six months in 
order to ascertain the conditions for themselves and 
then retura here and publicise the conditions of whicf 
they would have had practical experience. Subse. 
qdently, last Sunday morning, the Commission witf 
their delegates and observers discussed the questiol: 
,at further 1;ength with the executive members of the 
Congress Party and they m u r e d  the Party that thej 

themselves would suggest to the Government immed 
iately, if they have not done so already, to sead a 
*mall delegation comprised of experts-perhaps of leg 
islators or other people who may be able to contribub 
$o the scheme-to Surinam &ce the Netherlands 
Government had nothing to hide and were only toc 
anxious and willing to have the conditions of worl 
in Surinam investigated by a delegation represents 
tive of the people from ,whom they were selectiq 
emigrmts. We were left with the impremion thai 
this action had already b'een suggested to the Gov 
ernrnent otherwise similar action would have beer 
taken Nere today by one of US. There is no poinl 
in duplicating action of this sort;  we were alreadg 
a ~ w r e d  that the matter was receiving the consider 
aticn which i t  should receive and therefade we al- 
lowed i t  to rest there geeling sure that the Govern. 
ment would very shortly take action in this relatively 
important matter. The general conditions as  out 
lined by the Commission are such that------ 

Mr. SPEAKER : I do not want to interrupt the 
lonourable member but he seems to be in favour of 
the Address. Without going any further- 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I just want to emphasize 
how important I think it is for the Government t o  
secede to the request made in the Address. AH I 
want to say is that the general conditions of work 
ss outlined by the Commission are such that before 
m y  of us who represent the working classes in this 
zolony could wholeheartedly recommend the scheme 
to likely emigrants, we should like first of all to be 
in a better position to explain as a result of practi- 
:a1 knowledge, the conditions under which we are re- 
zommending the scheme to the emigrants. The only 
way in which we can do that is by sending competent 
observers to the spot and then on their return we 
should be in a position to rely on the information 
which they have gleaned; and probably we will be i n  
a position to recommend more strongly that this 
scheme be undertaken. 

Mr. ADAMS : Every right-thinking member of 
the community will deplore any attempt to make this 
matter seemingly a Party issue. If the honourable 
senior member for St. Peter happens to move the passa 
ing of this Address it is not necessary for us to say: 
"We thought of it too", because we could go on like 
that for ever. Surely every right-thinking member 
of the community should do his utmost to t ry and get 
a successful scheme of emigration to take place: he 
should draw to the attention of the Government any 
snags which may appear to him. Inasmuch as thn 
honourable member who has just sat down has seen 
fit to say what he has said, i t  is only fair for us to say 
that on the very afternoon on which this Commission 
arrived the Labour Commissioner wrote me a letter 
and I got in touch with him and promptly suggested 
that the honourable member on my right who is re- 
sponsible for agriculture, and the honourable senior 
member for St. Philip, inasmuch as his name has been 
associated in this island with emigration, along with 
myself should meet the Commission and we appointed 
the meeting for Thursday. I am informed that the 
honourable senior member for St. Philip went to the 
hotel and met the Commission on the night before. 
He has not told the House that. On Thursday when 
we met I made it very clear that it was unfortunate 
that the Executive Committee was not meeting on 
that day but as soon as the Executive Committee met 
on Thursday of this week, we would raise the matter 
with the Government in relation to sending a small 
delegation to Surinam to enquire into the conditions. 
I also pointed out that qag r i cu l tu ra l  labourer should 
go along with the delegation and see the conditions 
for himself. I do not desire to get any credit for my- 
self in saying what I have said, because it is deplorable 
that a matter like emigration should be made a Party 
matter just because somebody in a Par ty  happens 
to mention i t  first. We must stop this petty stupidity; 
we must show ourselves responsible especially when 
the eyes of the Colonial Office are on us in  more senses 
than one; let us all say that we are going to make this 
scheme a success. Do not let us  say; "I thought of it 
first"; i t  is up  to everyone of us to make emigration 
a reality. I can say with 100% of assurance that 
even without this Address the Government being 
reasonably sensible-including the honourable senior 
member for St. Philip-wlll give its utmost attention 
to this matter and will see that a delegation goes to 
Surinam to find out things for themselves. The hon- 
ourable senior member for St. George and I en- 
quired of the Commission almost as if we were in the 
Law Courts cross-examining them as to  tie conditions 
with regard to malaria, housing, water, transport, 
cinemas, dancing-all those things. The House can 
rest assured that the Government is going to be v e v  
thorough in  their investigations before they allow any 
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Barbadians to go to Surinam. I am hoping that this 
will be the last occasion on which I will have to appeal 
to honourable members to regard matters as affecting 
the island as a whole rather than adopt a Party atti- 
tude towards them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have remarked before that 
there seems to be some jealousy when a member of one 
Party introduces a matter before a member of another 
Party. As the Government is ccnstituted a t  present, 
I think that honourable members can leave matters 
to the consideration of the Government witho~xt being 
jealous or having any ill feelings as to the Party which 
first introduces any matter. (Cheers). 

Mr. TALMA : This Address on the face of it is 
laudable but apparently unnecessary because the 
Coinmission from Surinam is here; they can furnish 
us with the facts and they tell us that the wage offered 
the workers is $1.08 per day. I do not see how a 
delegation from this colony can assist unless a living 
wage is offered. If the wage offered is $1. OS per day 
-it must be remembered that in the absence of Trade 
Unions if you go to work on contract you have to keep 
to the contract. If you break the contract you go to 
jail and the majority of workers will break a contract 
to work for $1.08 per day. Except the Commission 
vere able to offer a living wage-something far in 
excess of what is being offered-how can the average 
worker be satisfied or induced to go to Surinam to 
work? We have to know what the housing and climate 
are like there, but unless the basic wage is adjusted 
it is a waste of time to send a delegation there; i t  is 
only a waste of the taxpayers' money to do that. This 
is really an farce because unless they can sat- 
isfy the representatives of labour and the Executive 
in particular a s  tc terms of the contract, whatisthe 
object of a delegation going down there? That is 
how I feel about the matter. I feel that with experi- 
znce as to these slavish countries-at least when our 
-wrkers go to a place like Surinam where they caqnot 
speak the language, it is not like going to the Unlted 
States of America. 

Mr. RAMSAY: People went to Cuba where 
Spanish is spoken and they did not die. 

Mr. TBZIMA: They got locked up. 
Mr. SPEAKEX: The honourable member is out 

of order. 
Mr. RAMSAY: I beg to apologise, Ms. Speaker. 
Mr. TALMA: I am not throwing any cold water 

on this scheme but I say that I do not see that any 
useful purpose will be served by passing such an Ad- 
dress. We have representatives here to deal with these 
matters; we can appoint a Committee to interview 
these people who are now here and see whether they 
will offer a living wage or not, and with regard to tht 
question of a contract w_e can appoint to prepare the 
contract a few of our outstanding barrr'sfers or solicit- 
ors who know about preparing contracts. I do not see 
the object of passing an  Address like this one. Another 
point is this: just on the eve of i~ Comksian being 
sent out to invqtigate the possibilities of emigrating 
people to British Guiana, we find that a Com- 
mission is sent here from Surinam and that has 
left me fairly bewildered. Snrinam is only about 
one-half the size of British Guiana; they have failed 
bo secure agricultural workers elsewhere, and knowing 
that we have a redundant population here, they have 
come here to see if they can pick up about one thou- 
sand Babradian daves and pav them $1.08 per day. 
That is not even the wage which is paid by plantation 
owners; agricultural workem are paid more than 
that by virtue of Trade Unions and organizations of 
that sort. I n  this case, this is not a question of say- 
ing that you can bargain for more money; because 3 
pqp sign a contract you have t o  keep to that contract 
and if you break it, the law comes into play. YOU 

rill be sued in the Law Comb and be locked up for 
(ome time. 1 can tell you that in Cayenne where the 
people have no proper representation, they M e r  
mmensely. I can see a similar thing happening in 
hrinam unless a living wwe is oBered. There is no 
)oint in putting pepple in a trap: if you are helping 
bem, then help them. People cannot send back to 
*heir families anything out of $1.08 per day. An- 
)ther point is this: a guilder is 40 cents as far  as 1 
mow, but the Commission make out that i,t is 63 cents. 
Phis is g question of currency and it is something 
:hat you have to be sa twed  about. I say that our 
~orkers  cannot live on a basic wage of $1.08 per day ; 
they will not work for that in any part of the globe. 
For those reasons I say that this Address cannot 
rerve anx useful purpose. This is only a matter of 
vottf-catching. 

Mr. WILKINSON: As the honourable senior 
nember for St. Joseph has said, this is not a question 
X€ Party politics. We are all in favour of emigra- 
tion provided that the conditions are satisfactory; 
there is not a single member of this House who 
v;ould vote against the expenditure of a reasonable 
3um of money in order t~ investigate the possibilities 
2f emigration and settlement pf Barbadians in other 
places. From what the honourable senior membzr 
for St. Joseph has said, it seems to me that the Gov- 
ernment are very much alive to the present situation 
and this Address is absolutely unnecessary. (A 
MEWEER: What about the Address relating to a 
Deep Water Harbour 9 )  I do not see that there is 
anything to be gained by passing this Address on the 
assurance n e  have had that two members of the 
Executive Committee have interviewed this Com- 
mission. I am sure that if there is the slightest 
opportunity of getting away 500 or 1,000 of our 
people, the Government will send down a resolution 
asking for some m?ney so as to send down the Labour 
~ommissioner or some delegates to investigate the 
:onditions un7der which our people will have to settle 
lown there. It is for that reason that I say there 
s no necessity for passing this Address as we know 
;hat steps have already been taken in the matter. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: This Address has been intro- 
Xuced by a member of this House, a member of one 
)f the Parties which form this Coalition Government 
h d  judging from the remarks of the honourable 
m ~ i o r  member for St. Joseph, he would know a11 
that transpired between the members of the Govern- 
aent who actually met this Commission. I am sup- 
porting the passing of the Address for this reason; 
I: am not a member of either of the Parties which 
form the Government and I take it that the spirit 
of the Address is to ensure that those of us who are 
not members of tEe Parties which form the Govern- 
ment would unanimously support a Resolution which 
is sent down for the purpose of sending the delega- 
tion to Surinam. Since every honourable member 
wants his position to be publicly known, I shouId 
like to say that I ,  too, became very much interested 
when I saw the headlines in the "Advocate" setting 
out the possibilities of carrying people to Surinam. 
I cannot be accused of being an agricultural capital- 
ist. I had the opportunity of meeting this Commis- 
sion and what struck me forcibly--and it must also 
strike other people forcibly-is this: the Commission 
told me that they were informed that the highest 
wage paid in Barbados even in harvest time is 7/- 
per day and they spoke about the payment of 4/6 
per day. That statement must have 'been made by 
those in charge of labour activities in this countq 
and I take it that every member of this community 
deplores such a misleading statement which will tend 
to make the people in Surinam underpay our people 
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9 
because they feel that they ap.e underpaid here. 1 
statistics are obtainea it will be seen that  on th 
average that statement is not true. The people i 
Surinam feel that with the over population in  thi 
country, because our workers are paid 7/- per da< 
in harvest time, they are going to pay them 4/6 pe 
day. I do not think that that will work. I am support 
mg this Address no matter from which side i 
comes because i t  is one of those things which, in m. 
cpinion, are rightly done in order to allow the publi 
to see that you are alive and are not merely allowin, 
the members of the Government to say that they a r  
doing everything. While no mention has been mad 
of this point in the Address, I am suggesting tha 
someone with some agricultural experience-someon 
with scientific agricultural knowledge--should be a? 
sociated in one way or another with a delegation o 
this nature, and m-e should not merely have a lot o 
politicians on it. Snch a person would be of assist 
ance in discovering whether the conditions down then 
are suitable for the emigrants or not. 

Mr. SPRINGER: Much talk has taken plac 
cluring the last few minutes about the rate of pa: 
referred to in  the Press interview given by Dr. t l  
Groot and his assoriates. I had the opportunity I,  

meeting these people last Thursday morning as ha 
already been mentioned, the same moriiing on whicl 
the interview appeared in the Press in which the wag( 
of 4/6 was mentioned. I want to make i t  clear tha 
no members of the Government, as far  as thc 
political side of the matter is concerned, saw thew 
people until after they had given their inter vie^ 
to the Press which took place a t  10 a.m. on Wednes 
day;  so that they had this information about thc 
wages paid in Barbados from some other source. : 
mould like to add that according to Dr. de Groot 
this is intended to be not a daily wage but an  averagc 
wage. I distinctly remember him say that the wori 
was piece work and that the 4/6 which was t h ~  
average wage, was what not a particularly activt 
worker mould make, but  a good worker could mak~ 
$9 or $10 a week. I quite agree that the matte. 
needs investigation and I am supporting the Address 

Mr. BRANCKER: There is no reason why thic 
Address should not commend itself to honourable 
members irrespective of whether or not the Goverp 
ment had done what was their obvious duty to do IJ  
this matter-to send a properly constituted delega 
tion to this place to explore and investigate tht 
possibilities for themselves. As I gather from  the^ 
Commissionen;, they had either invited or they in. 
tended to invite the Government to send a sitrong 
and representative delegation to visit the spot in  
the first place and let them report back, and thc 
.onus would be on us after the delegation had p 
yorted back to decide m to wbether this was a fit 
place to send Barbadians to settle or  not. The Com- 
missioners have explained that they are in favoni 
af the emigrants not going alone but accompanied 
by their families. For  some reason or other they 
seem to think that contact should be avoided be- 
tween the Javanese natives and the imported workers. 
They have expressed their desire thak about 50 
w?irke~s should t ry  out the conditions on one of 
the plantations theke and then they could let us 
know Prom first-hand experiencet how the? found 
the place for purposes of settlement. There are 
people here who express themselves as  being in fa- 
vour of emiigration but  who in their hearts are 
really against emigration; they will 6ry. to put fear 
in the W-inds of the would-be emigrmts by making 
mention of dtisease and malaria. I think that in 
that delegation shonld be included a Government 

Medical Officer, either the Chief Medical Officer or  
the Sanitation Officer, so that the people will no+ 
be scared by some peril which does not exist. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you suggest that the Gov- 
ernment will not include a medicql ~ E c e r  ,in the 
delegation ? 

Mr. BRANCKER: I do not like to kave mat- 
ters to chance and I think thgt it would be wise 
to throw out that suggestion in the hope that they 
will not leave out homebody who will give a con- 
scientious report on the conditions of the country 
from the standpoint of public health. Naturally 
we want to encourage emigrqtion wherever possible 
and this is a matter which d o u l d  be investigated 
fully by the most competent explorers that we have 
available qt the moment. 

Mr. MIAPP: I was a member of the Press Dele- 
gation which jnterviewed the Cowiss ion  and a t  no 
btage of the interview was any of us asked about 
the $wages which are paid here. We pointed out 
that the wage of 4/6 per day was low. The Com- 
mission said that that was the average wage which 
was worked for and I need not repeat what has al- 
ready been said by the honourable senior member 
for St. George about a willing worker being able 
to work for more. We asked about the cost of liv- 
ing i n  Surinam as compared with the cost of living 
here and we were told that i t  was about the sanic 
thing but that certain articles were c h e a p ~ r  down 
there. When asked about the basic wage- 

AIr. SPEAKER: I suggest to the honourab'e 
member that that is one of the matters which the 
Government will enquire into. The honourable mem- 
ber who has moved the pasrjing of the Address is 
asking that a delegation be appointed to go Into 
these matters. Honourable members are referri~lg 
to things which any delegation would naturally 
investigate. 

Xr. ALWP : 1 was anxious to say what 1 have said 
becabse an atmosphere has crept into the debate- 
an atmsphere which I abhor. I think that decent 
people in this House must abhor that atmosphere 
more and more. I have no doubt that this Address 
will get the support of the majority of honourable 
members of this House. 

Mr. LEWIS: I would like to make a small 
contribution to thib debate. In the first place, irre- 
spective of what honourable members say, undoubt- 
d l y  they do import Party feeling into this questiorl 
whenever it comes up. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do not let m waste any time 
m that. 

Mr. LEIWIS: I am finished with that, Mr. 
Speaker. I may say that a s  a matter of fact in 
February this year I was in S&@ but I did 
not send the Commission up  here. I did not even 
ell them about the 4/6. To be more serious, thia 
IS one occasion on which we are investigating a pro- 
posal which has been put  to us. I take iit that this 
Address will have the effect of letting the Govern- 
nent know that we will favourably consider the 
?xpense of sending a de1ega;tion to Surinam. I 
.ake i t  that the delegation will investigate every- 
-hing including the daily wage. that has been offer- 
ad. Therefore I do not $ee any good in our d i ~ -  
:u5skng that here. I do not s'ee any point in our 
Ibscussing now whether the cost of living m Barba- 
10s bears an unfqvourable relation to the cost of 
ivinp in Surinam or not, or in case a man i~ liv- 
ng in Surinam and his family is in Barbados. I 
ake i t  that the delegation will have sufficient sense 
o see all these points. One of the reason,; why the 
fovernment should have a hand in this matter ;e 
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t h :  if p p l e  m exaigrated &Q m y  pawt of the 
m ~ b d  seey SICW%L WIG ale ~ p p y  E ~ O C Z ~  C ~ I I  

par bhe i~~  oun pllSQ@b l&+&. U skit?) hgl, li  Es 

pcrSSj,b4@ *Bat &he ChvermmnO wiU ham ts rep&m&e 
h; therefore it is inembent cm the Government 
to investigdte the W a ~ W o h  under w h b  & h a  
pmple to  leave a 30- land 
W&& is ~amying me L that there is n e  mention in 

as ta w h o  ruh;sald be ehsen W the 
am ast mybg that n a m s  M Ire 

mentimed, but  if yea feel that tun a g r i o d t d  
labourer should be there, you s h d  mention .that in 

5ddre4ss. 3f gron feel %hat membew ef this House 
sbuBdB be &here7 you s h 1 d  say so but ds not mm 
b the m e s  09 %he partticnlm members. If a 
& v e m n , t  Weal &m sheuld be there, ik is 
Four to mentin that beeawe if you leave this 
&&bess as i t  is I am 'Eropirrg that I will not hear 

member of tliis H o w  expre% any dissatisfac. 
b~ as te who is C H O F , ~  on ehis delegation. Then 
is me part icdar  obsematbn which P should like 
$e make now an4 if, & this: it would seem to me 
that if the unemployed and other people want emi- 
gration,, i t  is time that they take the matter into 
tbeir own hands and keeg politicians out of it. 

The visitollj to the Eouse cheered. 
Mr. SPEAKER: I should lbike to ask the aisi- 

tors to keeg, quiet otherwise T, will haw to clear the 
Rouse. 

Mr. LEWIS : We are likely to, prejudice thR 
oppr tun i ty  elf labourers Ieavbg this colony with 
remarks, that have hem m& here todiay. some of t b  
things said here t o - h p  need& mt to have 
Beep said becausle an, iauestigation has ta 
be made thnse &ng8 shmld  h u e  been 
Mtt 60, i ~ h ~ s e  w b  am cebllryirag out the in+ 
wd&atiaa,. While wa have %&led: in, o m  edonts: 
to lracwe migraliion ts the United States o$ Amenica 
arviE elsewhere, tlmm is an aigmttiora s&eaee whkl 
ip m c d m  if noif 100.% W%-ly W. Labourers for 
Curacao snd h b a  am being. recrui4e6 a private 
firm a'nd I say thati t k  is tke  maimtav oil this 
cowtny tjo &r aa mtgratim ilJt eonamed.  I feel 
&fit i t  is my duty ho, pxabh4~ register =me praise 
fool: t h ~  gersons m h ~  me it. I dro nst see that 
@ev are p b h l y  graxkd f@Zf ifi and. it is r epe t -  
b b k -  

Mr: W P m :  T; h, noe; think that thak ic 
mything to do dbk @is matter. 

BE LEWIS : We axe not disoussing this lsnartter 
t&e %%h, phtm of fad ing  work f o ~  our people isre 

qe&;ve e5 wilh, b ~ i n g a  ik abowt @n w b  thought ol 
& fb&, and. -rice are iajwikg $he clhancee o& sending 
Q- people to wock abroad. I h o w  that employeaz 
abroad are sowwhat djfident about accepting emi 
pants when the question of emigrhon is too nearlj 
raised wit& p ~ k t i ~ s .  P@I;hags, they maz want to ex 
~h.it the labauneas, L £eel th& trhe Govec-t as L. 
Qwernment and. ap& from ~)el&s & o d d  protecl 
tifrair people who! hrthue* wigrsltled. L hog& t.h& lhi 
whim m t  meeb & f a k  nrhjch~ ot!hm have m& 
tdnsne h m  h e m  SOW expessions 08 opinion here to 
i&y whit& E &h m@ ua.ifortuaaad;e. 

Mr. (IdJiLN3i3X: I am s u g ~ o ~ k g  tihe passing 
oil this. A&ars h f e r e  him 90. I wish) to, offei 
sn amendment. I beg to m0v.e -that 3ftetef the 
"ddegahiom" tfhe- M o w i n g  wond~ be inserted : 

ane likely to benafitr ?mm the scheme". 
chding zreprewnta&iea oB tihe m e  of workers 

*. S P ~ ~ ~ :  I h, ,net, mat tro stop p from 
moving thp a m r e n ~ t  but dot vou, khhk a£%er what 
has been saki in the &use tier* that the Govern- 
ment wodkl lroQ send a delegation including some 
tnemIier & s w a p  t h e  mmkhg people ? 

&b. 8-: I am nat about that, Sir. 
18 t rae th& the C%xnmie%Mr) F8 here but we me n& 
qa&e sure a s  i a  the condihians there. Therefoae 
3 m agricdkmrd  WOE^ were senk a l a g  wihb 

peaspans t ( ~  see $h& ClPG ~ 4 4 t h  a m  sdmble 
*or livisg, *ti win bdg, the whale a them.  If tlsa 
=ha1  w k e z  went there zmd s a x  h himself, 
krs w d d  eonoe balk pbLi& them 4 ns BDiU 
&tide on h h rd sc4iona whit& we &odd  t a b  If 
ha thinks that- the *em is no& a good e m  we 
arhhl not cosnmit ~ ~ f e a  it, butt if he tb,inks tkat 
it is all right we will the pwsibilities. That 
is why E Israve &er& tlpis tl~medment. E feed %hat, 
nd~ile this is not a Party ~ S T X - ~ L I ~  I have no inten- 
tion d making it a Party ismx-it.iS OPPG thatl =em- 
bers of the Government knew of it before us-- 

&. SPEAKBB : Iar. &a& ~~~ % & with 
the passing of this A d h s  ? 

Mr. GARNER: The honourable s a n k  member 
for St. Joseph made some remarks aho& a Party 
issue. P happen ta Be a member of a Party and I 
S n k  th& 1 shaul'd vindicate my charaicter. 
B. SPEAKER: The Par ty  question is naChbg 

to  do with the passing of this Address and E ask 
the honourable member not t~ argue M poblart any 
more. 

Mr. GARNER : I wilL not argue it m y  more. 
1 think that something should be done ab& h 
wages before our peogre can- 

Hr. WEAKER: The delegatba wikl b ~ e  b 
go f i l ly  into the matter. 

Mr. 8ARNEB : I am only ezpressisg v Q*- 

ion on the matter. 
Mr. SPEAEER: The &gation will lQQBr into 

Dhe class of work, the remune~ation b. be mid 
so forth. 

Mr. GARNER: If we are p a y k *  our agpicul- 
t u d  workers $1.20 per day as a basic wage I de ncrb 
see Bow they can be attracted to. w k  iat a foaeign 
csmW h- 4/6 per say. That is the point I wasted 
te m&e. f do nat  see how we can reany a& the 
Governor to sanction, tHis Ad&w if we d~ n ~ f i  
phasize that very strongly. Personfly, when I red  
about this offer of 4/6 in  the Press I thought it b f r a  
W. While I have every hope that we, will gat an 
 migration scheme working, people c m n a t  come- t~ 
these shores and expect to get slave lahar. I am 
notmsaying that that is in the minds of these geogle 
I hope that there is no such idea I have t b  the 
people who will go to Surinam as. a delegation will l q  
great emphasis on this point otherwjtie the sahem 
will break down. 

%. F. L WALCOTT : In ceply I shodd like 
to quote these words: "To thine c~wm elf b e  true." 
I hope that this Rouse will some day. see m h t m  
bigger than a Party issue, and that mattem adkct the 
community as a whole. When I moved the passing 
of this Addrew I had! no) id- in my mind of any 
]-'arty issue, bur; remarks Rave been levelled against 
the mover of the b d h ~ s  as idT t b m  is something of 
a pmtisan nature about it. You will see------ 

Mr. BPE'AHER: P a& fie hanmble  member 
to leave on2 the Party imue. 

XF. F. h. VAIiCOrFT : T mention t%at bemuse 
f:b honomable senior. m e m k  for ChTipat C h ~ d i  i~ 
umarni&e& 1angmag.e said t h t  th% is o d v  a fh.rce- 

Mr. SPEAKER: T ask the IiononmBlb member 
not to take any notice of that. 

WT. F. Pi. WAcECOTT': With Your Honour's 
rnling I feel that this Address wilT receive the favour 
of the House. An amendment has been offered by 
the honourable jnnior m e m b r  for St. Phifip; well, 
if the Devil b r i n y  it the h r d  Has sene it. 

NR-. SPEATGER: Will pon mcept the amend- 
mwt t 



Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I accept it because I 
kuow that if an amendment is offered to an Address 
which is introduced there is the idea of doing some- 
thing for the benefit of the people who sent us here. 
I hope that the Government will take appropriate 
action and come to the rescue of the people. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that this 
Address with the amendment which has been accepted 
do now pass. Honourable members in favour of that 
will please say "Aye", those against will please say 
"No". I think the "Ayes" have it. I will ask the 
honourable senior member and the honourable junior 
member for St. Peter to present this Address. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : As Your Honour pleases. 
Mr. RAMSAY: As Your Honour pleases. 

ADDRESS R E  DECREASE I N  DAIRY 
FARMING 

Mr. RAMSAY: I ask leave to move that thc 
Address of which I gave notice earlier to-day bc 
taken as the next Order of the Day. The Address 
IS not controversial; it only asks the Government tc 
look into the question of dairy farming in  this island 

Mr. TALMA: I object. 
Mr. RAMSAY: The honourable member has 1101 

seen the Address and yet he is objecting. 
Mr. SPEAKER:  The question is that leave bf 

granted the honourable member to mow that tht 
Address of which he gave notice to-day be taken a! 
the next Order of the Day. Honourable members ir 
favour of that will please say "Aye", those agains 
will please say "No". I think the "*4yes" have it 

A division was taken as follows :- 
Ayes  : Dr. CUMMINS, Messrs. RAMSAY, LEWIS 

SMITH, F. L. WALCOTT, Cox, MAPP, SPRINGER, ADAMS 
BLACKMAN, GARNER, MOTTLEY and GALE-l3 

Noes : Messrs. BRANCKER, FOSTER, CRAWFORD 
TALNA, HAYNES, S. A. WALCOTT and WILKINSON-7 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been resolve( 
in the affirmative, thirteen honourable members vot 
ing "Aye" and seven honourable members votinl 
"No". The honourable member may therefore mak 
the motion. 

Mr. RAMSAY: T beg to move that this Address 
copies of which I have circulated, be taken as th 
next Order of the Day. 

Mr. BLACKMAN seconded the motion whit 
was agreed to. 

Mr SPEAKER:  The next Order of the Da 
therefore stands in the name of the honourable junio 
member for St. Peter:-To move the passing of a 
Address to His Excellencv the Governor relating t 
the recent decrease in Dairy Farming in  this Islant 

Mr. RAMSAY: 1 shall not weary the HOUF 
with any lengthy remarks on this Address. I t  read 
ss  follows :- 

The House o f  Assembly 
To 

His Escellency the Uouernor 

The House of Assembly beg to draw to You 
Excellency's attention the recent decrease in  Dair 
Farming in this Island as well as the ever increasin 
scarcity and the continual destruction of Dairy ca. 
tle. The House feel that the following circumstana 
are responsible for the above state of affairs in th 
industry :- 

(l) The fact that too much tinned milk is a 
lowed to be im~or t ed  and nut  on the market a t  or Le 
time thereby irecluding the Dairy Reepers f rox  
being able to sell their milk. 

(2) The price at  which this imported milk can 
be sold forces the Dairy Keepers to sell their milk 
a t  prices which are too little above, and in some cases 
below, the actual cost of its production. 

nit the functioning of the b a i r y  business and-the 
~pkeep of transport. 

The House feel that the further decrease of thib 
ndustry must be detrimental to the welfare of the 
-sland by (a) depriving many of their means of sus- 
enance ; (b) closing avenues of employment for 
:mployees i n  Dairies, milk vendors and others; (c) 
lestroying the means for peasants and others of man- 
lring their crops; (d )  further limiting the supply 
)f fresh meat from aged cattle as well as (e) placing 
:he Public a t  some future date in the position of 
~ e i n g  unable to refuse to pay any price demanded 
'or imported tinned milk. 

The House therefore respectfully ask that Your 
Excellency will appreciate the seriousness of the pre- 
gent situation and take immediate steps to stop the 
further decline or total destruction of the Dairy 
ndustry. of this Island. 

This matter is of vital importance to this com- 
nunity; i t  is a constitutional matter. I t  concerns 
h e  Dairy industry, the supply of milk, etc., and I 
ask honourable members to read the Address. I shall 
$ay no more about it except this: that those of us 
vho are interested in our country and are watching 
lhings from a general standpoint and not being 
possessed fundamentally with any partisan s p i r i t  
those of us who are t rue representatives in the full 
sense of the word-will see the necessity for passing 
such an Address. This Address is no charge on the 
Government; it just asks the Government to look 
into the conditions complained of and remedy them. 
I beg to move that this Address do now pass. 

Nr.  BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Nr. GALE : This is an Address which +l1 have 

the sympathy of everybody i n  this island. We would 
Like to see the Dairy industry maintaiaed on a proper 
standard. However paragraph (1) of this Address 
says that it is a fact that too much tinned milk is 
allowed to be imported and put  on the market a t  one 
time, thereby precludincg the Dairy keepers from being 
able to sell their milk. I do not know that that is a 
fact because the population of this island is very large 
and if we look back to 1939 and see the quantity of 
condensed milk imported here-I do not think that 
cne quarter of that quantity is imported a t  p r e s e n t  
a11 of that milk was consumed besides that pro- 
duced by Dairy keepers. I t  is a fact that milk is ex- 
pensive and while it is necessary to foster Dairy farm- 
ing in Barbados and to see that people wEo are keep- 
ing dairies are able to make a living out of the 
industry, we have to be very careful that we no not 
prevent milk from coming into this island because 
milk is very necessary for the nutrition qf the people. 
It is necessary for us to keep some stat~stics in  con- 
nection with these matters. In this Address thers 
are many things that need very careful examination; 
it has bee11 set oat t l ~ a t  thr cyuality of the standard 

(3) The quality of the standard feed supplied 
las decreased, by about a t  least one third the quan- 
ity of milk formerly obtained from the same cattle, r 
hereby necessitating the outlay of much larger capi- ' 
all and also correspondingly increasing the coacen- 
rated feed, fodder and labour expenses. 

(4) The increased cost of maintaining and run- 
Ling a Dairy due to (a) the recent, introduction of 
iegulations and (b)  the increased cost of feed, fod- 
Ler, labour and all the equipment necessary to per- 

feed supplied has decreased. ' ~ v e r y b o d y  will agree 
with that, and the quality of the feed is not likely 
to  be increased i n  the near future. I f  people will 
look at  the world picture of things today they will 
realise that animal feed like oilmeal and soya bean 
meal is in very short supply and we have been extreme- 
1v hlclry to get them in past years from South America. 
TFqt is a condition of things world wide and I do not 
think that the Government will be able to cope with 9 
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that. That condition of things has been brought 
about by a shortage of animal feed a l l  over the world, 
and except, the Government will allow people to sail 
milk at a greater price or subsidise the milk in some 
tray so that the Dairy keepers can increase the yiald 
the industry is made very uncertain. The British 
Government is trying to encourage 'Dairy keeping 
throughout the West Indies. We have just opened 
a new Farm at  the Pine with a view to encouraging 
the industry; we are trying to get a better breed of 
animals and I think that encouragement should be 
given to the industry in every way. I am in sym- 
pathy with the idea of this Address but there are 
certain things in it that I think will neei3 quite a lot of 
examination. I hope that this Address will not be 
passed in its present form because it' would be very 
difficult to go into these matters a t  such short notice. 
I hope that the debate on this Address will be post- 
poned. 

Mr. ADAMS: I agree with everything that the 
last speaker has said and I hope that the honourable 
mover of the passing of this Address will agree to the 
postponement of .the debate on the Address. This is 
a matter which requires more thought than what can 
be given to it in a haphazard twenty minutes this al- 
ternoon. I f  there had been a meeting of the Executive 
Committee last Thursday I would have raised this 
matter because the honourable junior member for St. 
Peter drew it to my attention and I promised that I 
would raise it there. I think that the House should 
thank the honourable member for bringing the matter 
to our attention because it is a pressing matter and 
there are many Dairy keepers in this island who think 
along these lines. I cannot agree that too much tinned 
milk is being imported into this island and I hope 
that the honourable junior member for St. Peter will 
agree to an amendment to the Address. I f  the positioll 
is that dairy keepers cannot sell all their milk because 

of the price of tinned milk perhaps-I speak now for 
myself-the most appropriate remedy or one of the 
first remedies should 'be that tlhe Government 
undertake to buy the surplus mi@ and see that school 
children drink it. I beg to move that the further 
debate of this Address be postponed. 

Mr. C O X  seconded the motion which ww 
agreed to. 

ADDITION TO DELEGATION TO PRESENT 
ADDRESS 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker,-When 
you asked the honourable junior member for St. Peter 
and myself to present the Address which has just 
been passed, you did not include the name of the hon- 
ourable junior for St. Philip who moved an amend- 
ment to the Address. I think that the honourable 
member should also be asked to accompany us to pre- 
sent the Address. 

Mr. SPEAKER,: I ask the honourable junior 
member for St. Philip to accompany the honourable 
members for St. Peter to present the Address. 

Mr. GARNER: As Your Honour pleases. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

The Order Paper having-been bed, 
Mr. ADA.MS: I beg to move that this House 

do now adjourn to this day week, €he 19th day of 
August, 1947, at twelve o'clock noon. 

Mr. SPRINGER seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER accordingly adjourned the House 
to  Tuesday next, the 19th day of h p t ,  1947, a t  
twelve o 'clock noon. 




