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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Pumuant to adjominent ,  the House of Assem- 
bly met a t  12 o'clock noon to-ky. 

Present : 

B i s  Honour Mr. G. B. E V ~ Y N ,  (Speaker), 
HL Honour Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER, (Deputy 
rSpe&er), Mr. J. T, C. RAMSAY, (Chairman of 
Coqmi~tees),  Dr. J. A. LEV. WDILSON, Messrs. L. 3, 
S~ITE, N. E. Cox, R. G. MAPP, G. H. ADAMS, B.& 
H. D. BLACKMAN, J. A. HAYNES, B.A., H. A, 
DOWDING, V. C. GALE, S. A. WALCOTT, a d  J. 11. 
WILKINSON, O.B.E. 

PRAYERS AND XINUTES 

Prayers are read and the Minutes of the meeting 
which was held on the 4th February, 1947, having 
beep circulated are taken as read iand c ~ n f i r m ~ d .  

DOCUMENTS. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received the Colonial 
T i - e a s ~ r e r ' ~  Financial Report for the month ended 
31st January, 1947; also the Report of the Inspec- 
tor of Trees for the parish of St. Lucy. 

Xr. CUWFORD enters the House and tak ?is 
seat. 

DEbAY I N  TEE CIRCULATION O F  T B 3  
QRBl$R PAPER 

Xr. CQX : Mr. Speaker.-Beforc you proceed 
to the business of the day I shonld like t . ~  d r a v  to 
pour attention the fact that the Order Paper reach- 
ed members, includjng myself, at a rery late stage. 
Only yesterday afternon I received my Order Paper 
and as a result I haTe not been able to go through 
the various measures as I would h a w  desired. 1 
draw the matter to Yonr Hononr's attention y i th  t$r 
view of having it rcetifiql. If thiqes cofl~inhe 
like this we shall have to force the  Gove~ilmeilt to 
tstablish its own printery. 

Govenment Sotices are giwll as follows:- 
Mr. ADAXS: Resolution to place the sum of 

565,630 a t  thc disposal of the Covernor-ill-Executive 
Committee t o  purchase the Bay Estate (Cheers) and 
to ineet lfga.1 and incidental expenses in coiinectio~ 
therewith. 

Resolution to increase the salaries of the officers 
of the House by ,vay of a cost of liviug bonus. 

Address to provide a c o ~ t  of liviqg boilus fnr the 
Chaplain of the House of Awembly. 

Address to provide a cost of living bonus for 
the Official Reporter of the Legislative Co~~nc i l  and 
the t'ivo Official R.eporters of the House of Assembly. 

Ar'liil.eii to ryzulate ihc salaly of the Head 
3fcs.engc1- and Librarian of the House of Assembly. 

Xr. M a n s  (On behalf of X r .  Springer) : Res- 
olutioil to approve the following Rate payable 
to producer and RnLe of tax payable to the Fancy 
Molasses Control and Marketing Board on fancy 
ninlasst~ proclncrd during the crop year 1946-47 fixed 
1.1. tile GOT m~10~-iii-Exec~tivc Committee oil the advice 
of the Fancy JLolasses Control slid %farlceting Board 
in accordance with Regulations 5 and G of the Bar- 
bados Fancy Xolasses Production and Export Reg- 
ulationq, 1938 :- 

(a)  The Rate payable to the producet"of 
fancy molasses during the crop yew 
1946-47 shall be not less than eighteen 
pence a wine gallon; 1 (b) c he Rate of t a s  payable to the Fancy 
Molasseg Control and Msketing B o a ~ d  
shall be one and one-half pence a wine 
gallon. 

Mr. BLACKMAN : Resolution to grant the sum 
of £5,063 from the Public Treasury (to be subse- 
quently ref~rnrted from loan funds) to supplemrlt 
Resolution S o .  17 of the 13th February, 1945, 
toviarcl\ the ( (1st of erecding a new Pay Ward A at ' 
the General Hospital. 

Resolution to advance the sum of 5110 from 
the Public Treasury (to be ,subsequently refunded ari 
a frce grant nrider the pr0vision.q of the C'olonial 
D~wlopment and Welfare Act on the terms and 
con&tionc laid clown in the Message from the Horn? 

1 nf  , i ~ w i i F l ~ -  t o  ITir Excellency the Gorcl*nor dated 
111,a I-liir J l w r n ~ b c ~ .  1943) and placed at  tho clisposat 
of t i t ?  C, ~c~r ,~or- i i l -Esec l~t iv~ Committee to meet 

1%. - 
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thc cost of financing a sch.me for the attendance aL 
a delegate from Cdrbados a t  n Coai'crence of Tet- 
erinary 0 3 x L r s  iiom tile British Yir~st Indie:, to b+ 
held in Jamaica. 

3Ir. ALlA;\iS : Of 1113. intentioil to move the House 
il:td Conmit t~e  of Supply at i t ,  next meeting to 
collsiiler the moneg Hesolutions of ~ h i c h  notice has 

Air. BRASCKER: 9'0 eilyui~x of the senipl' 
member of the Executive Cornm~it& preseut ill 
the House at  thc n s t  meetil1g:- 

1. JTllether it is a fact that the Domini011 of 
C:aililCfa, has 1o~rc.rc.d its immigration barriers? 

2. Whether Governnient wiil immediately con- 
tact the Government of the Dominion and explore 
tile pomibil;ty of emigmtion to Ca:~ada of workers 
fmm this C~ lony  P 

Mr. BEAhTCliER. To encjnii-i~ of the senia 
member of the Execnlive Coln~nittee present at  the 
next meeting of this House :- 

l. Whether i t  is proposed to publish an Index 
for the current edition of the Laws of Barbados? 

3. If the answer to thtl above is in the negative 
will Government explain why ? 

3. If the rcply to query 1 (above) is in the 
affirmative, will Government state the date on which 
publicatim of this Index is dne or expected to take 
place ? 

Mr. BRANCICER,: Tb enquiw of the Seniol 
Member of the Executive Committee present at the 
next meetinc of the House:- 

1. Is it still the intention of Gorernment to 
proceed with the scheme for the amalgamation of 
'the Parry and Coleridge Schools? 

2. If the reply to the above is i n  the affirma- 
th-e, will Government state the date on which it is 
proposed to lay the foundation stone of the new 
edifice for the combined school? 

Mr. ADAJIS : I ~ ~ l i  leave, Nr.  Speaker, to talw 
as the first Order of the day a Besolntion to provide 
a cost of living allowance to the offieem of the House. 

Thew being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber is granted leave to proceed. 

3Ir. F r m v n t : ~  enters the IIn:~sc ant1 takes h k  
sea i. 

COST OF LTVTNG ALLOWANCE TO THE 
OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 

Jlr. ADAXS: This Resolution is the result of 
a dccision ar-ivecl a t  by the Debates Committee of the 
House ~ 1 : o  have considered that the Clerk, the 
Deputy Ckrl; ancl the Blarsl . ~ l  of this House should 
have an ji~vease of salary b;\ .,-ay ol" 11 cost of k i n g  
dlowancc lm the same sea!,. .in(? at i l l?  saxif rrtes 
as were ~ w e n t l y  passed for ,:!cxnher, of the Civil 
Service. 11:dt i i  to say, 407; cl1 th';' first $100 of 
salary or part thereof, 30Cjr on the second 5100 or 
part thereuf. anti so on. I think honourable mem- 
bers will igree tltat i t  is reasonable to give some 
officials i.1 this colony at any rate a cdost of living 
allowancc in 1 ien- of the ine~ea3ecl ccG of living. I 
thinli that, ,Zenerally speaking, we will all agree 
that thr eost of livin? to the Clerk, the Deputy 
Clerk allii the ?\lassha1 of the H o u ~  has increased 
in the s m ~ e  way as it has increased for members of 
the Civil Jeiviw: therefore, the least we can do tl> 

o u  own ye1wmts is to give them an allowance dmilar 
to that -iidv!lich W? have given to members of the 
Civil Pr-A-~&. 1. therefore, beg to move that  the 
fdlowinr. R+-acsiuticzn do now pass :- 

"I~esolved that tile salaries of the Clerk, Deputy 
r_'lesk, and Jlarshal of the EIonse of Assembly be 
lnereased by way of a eost of living allowance as 
from the Is:, daJ- of: Aprd, 1946. a t  the rates set out 
in  the schedule hereto." 

I will just reniind llonourable members of the 
rates :- 

On the first 3100 of salary or part thereof 40% ; 
on the second SIC0 or parr thereof 307L ; on the third 
S100 or part thcreof 2 5 9 1 ;  on the fourth £100 or 
part thereof 20% ; oil the fifth 5100 or part thereof 
1.3%: on the s k t h  &l00 or part thereof 10%. 

Nr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Resolution do now pass 

is put and rcsolvcd in the affirmative without 
division. 

COST OF LIVIXC AIJLOWANCE T,O THE 
CHAPLAIN OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask Ieai-e now, Mr. Speaker, 
to deal with an Addres  to .H i s  Excellency the 
Governor in respect of a cast of !hing allowance 
to the Chaplain of the House. of Assembly. 

Where being no objection, the honourable meio- 
b t r  is granted leave to proceed. 

Mr. ADABTS: I beg to move that the follow- 
ing Address do now pass:- 

The liousr of S~seni%:y respectfully request 
Your Exe:llemnp to take the necessary steps to 
provide that the Chaplain of the Eouse of Assembly 
he paid a cost of living allowance as from the 1st 
day of April, 1946, at  the rates set out in the fol- 
!owing schedcl: :- 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. ELACKRIAN: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Address do now pass i s  h 

put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

COST OF' li7T-ING ALLOWANCE TO 
OFF3 CIhL REPORTERS 

r .  ADANS : Mr. Speaker,-I also ask leave 
with an Address to ,His Excellency the GOT- 

respect of a cost of living allowance to the 
Official Reporter af the Legislative Council and tlle 
two Official Reporters of the House of Assembly. -F 

There being no objection the honourable membor 
ig  given leave to proceed. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to qove that the followin;: 4 
Address do now pass :- 

' ?  
The House of AssedEy 

To 
His Ezcrllency the Governor 

The H o w  of Amembly respectfully request 
Tour Excellency to take b e  necessary steps to  yrovirlc 
that the Official Reporter of the Honourable Legida- 3 + 



t ire Council and the two Official Reporters of the 
rc I-Icuse of Assembly be paid a cwt of living allowance 

J as from the 1st day of April, 1946, at the rates wet 
p out in the following schedule:- 

SCHEDULE 

On.tile first S100 of salary or part thereof 40% 

/ 
l 1  11 11  l,  7 1  ,l 11  11 30"/0 
,, 91 third 11 71 71 ,1 ' 7  25% 
1 11 fourth )l , l  >l 11 11 ,l 20% 
1 )  1 )  fifth 11 11 11 >l 71 ,7 15% 
l, l, sixth ,, ,7 1 ,  l, ,l ,, l0", 

Mr. IIAMSAY: I beg to second that. 
? The question that this Address do now p a s  is 
a pnt and resolved in  the affirmative without division. 

t INCREASE O F  SALARY FOR HEAD 
MESSEXGEB AND IrIBUR1A.N. 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave, Sir, to  d d  with m1 
&as Address relating to in increase of the salary of the 

Head Messenger and Librarian. 
There being no objection, the honourable member 

is granted leave to proceed. 
Mr. ilDlt718: I beg to mow that the following 

Address do now pass :- 

The HOW~ of Assembly 
To 

Isis Escellmcy the Covemop. 

The House of Assembly respectfully beg t o  dram- 
Your Excellency's attention to the following facts : 

1. On lhc 1st day of April, 1934, the then 
Messenger of the House, Nr .  A. J. Caddle, was 
appointed Head Messenger and Librarian at  a 
salary of forty dollars per monkh for each of 
these pos's, making a total of eighty dollars. 

2. On the 19th day of September, 1946, 
a Resolution was passed whereby the pay of 
othcr Messenge~s who had been in the Semicl 
for the length of p ~ r i o d  served by Mr. Caddlt 
was incretlsed as from the 1st day of April, 1916 
to forty eight dollars per month. 

3. 31r. C'addlc has never received any o' 
the abovementioned increase of salary. 
The House of Assembly respectjeully ask your 

Excellency to take the necessary st;ps to ensure 
that Mr. Caddle's salary be incr:ased by the said 
eight dollars per mouth as from the 1st day of 
April, 1046. 

Mr. RAMSAY: I beg to second that. 
Mr. GARNER enters the House and talres hi; 

seat. 
The question that this .\ddrcsa do i l o \ \ - r  

put and resolved in the affirmative ~ i i h o u t  ( , , , I c I ~  

Mr. SPEAKER: I will ask the honourable 
senior member for  St. Joseph to be so good as t c  
present the Addresses to His Excellency th 
Goyernor, 

Mr. ADAMS : As Your Honour pleases. 

COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order stand3 in th 
name of the honourable senior member for St 
Joseph7-To move the House into Committee o 
Supply to consider the grant of sums of money fo 
the service of the Government. 

m On the rliotion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by 311 
SPRINGEK, Mr. S P ~ K E R  leaves the Chair and th 
House goes into Committee of Supply, Mr. Ramsa; 
being in the Chair. 

UPPLBMENTBRY VOTE FOR WATERWOILKS L)EPART>lLST. 

Mr. BLACKMAN : Mr. Chairman,-The fimt 
lesolution for the sum of 52,520 to supplement 
?e provisisn in the Estimates of Expenditure fob 
,le year 1 9 4 6 4 7  under Head XL. Waterworks, 
tern 15, Repairs to reservoirs, mains etc. 

"The average rainfall at Bowmanston Pumping 
;tation," states the addendum, "for the ten years 
929 to 1938 ms 66.18 inches; the average for the 
hree years 1943 to 1945 was 49.38 inches and the 
ainfarl in 1946 M-as 30.78 inches" which is lesa 
hall 11alS what it was in 1939. On this account 
he supply of water in the Springs a t  Bowmansion 
as diminished to such an extent that there 
3 now only sufficient wattr to allow one of the 
Everton pumpb to be us-d for the purpose of supply- 
ng the re~ervuirs. The amount of water lhat is 
ec~ived from the Belle is a t  present governed by 
he fact that for  a distance of 900 yards along che 
)ash Valley road, the Belle supply pipe is only 5" 
n ~liamcter. The object of this Resolution is to 
nablc that 5" pipr to be replaced by 9" pipe which 
iill increase the flow of water. I beg to move :hat this 
iesolution do now pass. 

Mr. ADANS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. EXANCRER : Nr.  Chairman,-Of course, 

his is a Resoh~tioii which I wholeheartrcl1;v support 
lut I w ~ n d e ~ .  if the junior member for St. John 
an tell me if this wi!l assist the water sitaation in 
tber p i t s  ol the island. For instance, every now 
mcl again we have a severe shortage of supply in 

Xo1111t (:ay and  College districts in S?,_ Lucg 
~ n d  I wonder if this will tend to ass& 
he general flow of water in those districts. If 
f is is not likc.i?- 19 haye an effect i n  other parts of 
he iiland, p ~ r h a p s  the honourable member will t ry  
o invecitigatrr the cause of the freqneut stoppages in 
he supply of matey to the districts which I haw 
nenticned and, after hc has investigatccl the matter, 
take the nrcessar?- steps to relieve the situation by 
means of :t Hesolution in this House. you linow, 
Sir, that thew is nothing more necessary than water 
and it is a nlilttrr that should receive the constant 
attmtion of the Government. 

Mr. GALE : I am not opposing this Resolution 
hecause I think i t  is a very urgent necessity but I 
,!o not beliwe that it is generally known that clor 

water slippl? i k  in a parlous state. We certainly 
31101:lil :?et ,111 nndertaking from the ao~ernnlent  
t i l ~ l i  it is. goii~g tL, do. all that is liuinmiy 
possible to t ry and improve the present state 
of the water supply in this island. T t  is knowm 
that at  present very little water is being 
obtained from the pumping station a t  Bowmanston ; 
if the facts br known, the state of affairs is very 
much worse than is painted in  the picture before 
us and I would like to call the attention of the 
Government to i t  and ask i t  to  do everything in its 
power to put  the water supply of the island in 
better shape. !&e crop is coming on and if there 
is a drought this year, we are  gomg to be in  a very 
bad way as far as the supply of water is concerned. 
There are many applications from residents in  Rev- 
eral districts dor suppl ia  of water but  those appliw- 
tions mnnot be granted as long as the sources of 
our present supply remain what they are. XTe musf 
see to i t  that the sources are increased before we 
ran think nf pntt inr  water in all these districts and 
other ~ X R C C P  w h ~ r  pconle are clamoi~ring f o ~  
c~~pp l i eq  of water. I would like the people to know 
herp ancl now that most of the applicationq which 
19av- hrcn rrceived fo~a wpplies of water will not be 
11e91t with until we have new sources of  supply. 
We have b ~ t n  drawing water from the prwent 



sources for the past twenty-five years ctontinuousiy 
aud they remain the same although more water has 
been and is being used. I regard the matter as  o m  
of. great urgency and 1 trust that the Executive 
Committee will do all in its power to see that the 
situation is rebedied as soon as possible. 

Mr. ADAN$: Mr. Chairman,-We can save 
adebate on this subject if I tell honourable members 
that nobody has had more cause for grumbling thau 1 
lime had. I have not beeu able to bathe under ~y 
,%ewer for two U-eeks steadily. The night i do not usa 
a buclvt, cat cl^ vater and adopt the primitire rhethod 
c,f throwing it OH my skin ~ ~ 4 t h  a tot, I ciu not bathe. 
Goth 11011. member, can rest assured that the Govern- 
ment ib well ,IT-,-are of the difficnlt vater iituation. 
I do not wish to anticipate anything that 
the hoiiou~ able member in  charge of the Beso- 
lution may say but I add my personal experience to 
show honourable members that m are w~l! aware G 
the water situation and I have no doubt that the 
junior member for St. John will explain to thc 
House tlie step2 which the Governnlent is taking to 
try and improve the situation. I t  nlay be, of course, 
that tllosc of us who are more religous than others 
knd who believe in the efficacy of prayer, will 
pray for more rain because the Waterworks says, for 
the benefit of those of us who do not believe in the 
efficacy of prayer, that the rainfall is the remedy. 

Dr. C r - ~ ~ M I N S  eiitacrs the I30iz~e and takes his seat. 
Mr. WILKINSOXI Mr. Chairman,-The short- 

age of water is a very serious matter. I am aware 
that the Government has, for some time, been con- 
sidering the extension of the pumping facilities but 
I am afrnid that even after that is done, this House 
will hale t o  approve of the expenditure of a large 
sum of money before we are able to have water 
s~ipplieil i 11 over the island. I n  this case, however, 
I think that some little blame is to be attached to 
the Government for not seeking the assistance cf 
Bhe peopl? earlier in this matter of the of 
water. As you know, Sir, the crop has now stsrted 
aad the applications for supplies of water fHom 
factories ~v:v:Il be 1;iany and if to-c1a:- the senior 
~aember for St. .Jc\el)h is not able to get '1 ' u a~h  unl++s 
lir goes a i d  1-isits his friends, 1: ail1 rzEraid t h a c  
during the nest three ~nonths he will llot get a :>a+?l 
for a month or two. I believe that the G o ~ v n -  
ment should have warned the people earlier lb.+ 
:he supply of water svoulcl be cut off during 
cwteFn hours of the day. I do not know if *a 
lictice to that efiect has escapied my attention but l 
!!eve not, seen any notice that the supply of vater  
will be eut off at intervals. I agree m-ith other hon- 
auvable .nxmbers that this ic a very serious matter 
but I am afraid that owing to the shortage of materi- 
:ds in the big couutries of the world we will be 

a bad way for some ye:,i , a<; fa r  o r ,  our ~ ~ a t p r  
'.i~ipply is concerned. 

Mr. SMITB: I think the Waterworks should 
mplore the gullj- and mountainous districts of the 
island wi'h the riew of sinking wells to, obtain a 
larger supply of water. I suggest to the Executive 
Committee to advise the Waterworks to act along 
the. lines I have mentioned. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : I woulcl iilie to ask 
Uie senior member for St. Joseph this question : When 
do thy-  elpcet to receive the balanw of the 9" 
pipe to c(~:iiplcte this distance of 900 y;irdhl 1 would 
dso  l i k ~  to knoly if the Bellc P ~ m p i n g  Station is 
capabl 11:' <upplying much more vC:tw an(1 whzt . . distrL , -11pj3j~ed IQ- G~is P u ~ I I ~ ~ T I : ;  S t a t i o ~  

XI . I*? -'. ?TZIAX : Irk. C h i ~  IXY -Th> GOT- 
wnnlc L & ' -,, , il a~car!?  01 dicrtL~~:c V;-I~<T and 

steps L,,-), h w n  t:tkc:l to r a ~ r e i l ~  it. ,\ re], z t  h;li 
been c-i:',mitteci by Dr. Senn, the Geolo-;ist. and 

;hat report is being prinled'at the moment. Dr. S e m  
has discovered where we can qet  a further supply of 
water and ay soon as his report is printed, that 
matter will be gone into, thc,?iecessary wells will b? 
sunk and tlie reservoirs $11 be able to put the 
water into circulation. All that honourable members 
have said has been known to the Government for  
some time; it has been going into the question and 
lrnows exactly nhat  to dn to put the matter right. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT The honourable member 
has not alisneretl v h a t  I have asked. Can the Belle 
Pumping Station supply more water? I want to. 
k1101~ iir" the engines are capable of supplying more 
water because it mill be a waste of money to pur- 
chase this pipe when more water cannoti be pumped. 

The CI-IATRBAN: I would like to ihforr21 the 
honourab!~ senior member for  St. famm that ther? 
i.; 9'' pip-' in the islanc? and that, according to the 
plan of the TTater;:orBs, if i t  is not su@~im%. they 
- d l  use 7" and 5" pipes for the phrpose. 1E can say 
ior  3 certainty that they have not got all 9" pipri 
to conip!cte this distance. 

Mr. S. A. WBLCOTT: I thank you, Xr. 
?2hairman, but I knoit. thzt myseh! and that is ivhy 
I asked xhcthcr the engines k i l l  be capable 6f sup- 
plying more water. 

WEE CI-IAIRMAN: They are quite capable. 
You cannot make the Government answer if they du 
not want to do so. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
is put and resolved in the affirmative without divis- 
ion. 

I'RAINIKO OF EJIPLOYEZ 01: FT.  .\IICFIAEL'S BOARD OF 

OLTARDIAK8 IK CASE WORK IN TRIhr1DAD. 

Mr. BLACKNAW: The next Resolution is for  
the sum of £115 ( to be subsequently refunded as a 
free grant nnder the provisions of the Colonial bevel- 
opment and Welfare Act on the terms and conditions 
iaid down in the Message *from the House of Assembly 
to His Excellency the Governor dated the 14th of 
December, 1943) to be placed a t  the disposal of the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee to meet the cost 
of financing a scheme for a course of training for a n  
employee of the Boarci of Guardians of St. Michael 
in case work for a l,e+od of six mouths in Trini:!.~,~. 

All the Vestries were circularized and asked to 
state whether they had any suitable candidates whom 
they coulcl recommend for this course and the Vestry 
of St. Xichael recommended one of their employe-S. 
'It is proposed that this candidate should attend the 
course of trainins which commences in March, 1947 
in T~inidad  and this £115 is now asked for to pay his 
passages, subsistence allowance and travelling eu- 

e he is in Trinidad. I beg to move that 
.ion do ncw pass. 
X : I beg to second that. 

Mr. WILRINSON : Perhaps the senior member 
for fhe City or the Chaimian may be able to give 
ris a little moro information on this matter. What 
facilities has Trinidad got for this course of train- 
ing which we have not here? I have paid several 
visits to Trinidad and really I do not think they ar! 
far  ahead of us in matters of this sort. 

Mr. BRANCICER : Before the honourable 
member replies I would like to enquire whether St. 
IiTi-.hael's Vcst1.y is the only one which has accepted 
this ofTer. Di(1 all the othw Vestries turn i t  down or 
mix Sr. Jlichsel's Vestry chosen from among the 
Vestries 4 

Nr. 31c3TTTJET. T believe I can throw somn 
li-!it :~pon 1'1;- i l :t p;.. 'The Social Welfare Officer 
got h touch wit': tlw Beard of Guardkns of St. 



Niehacl and put this suggestion to them. It was 
felt b.(- the Board of Guardians that the training 
of a youngster in their employ in case work would 
be of some benefit in dealing with poor relief and it 
was represented to thenl that facilities in Trinidad 
for the purpose were much mow modern than they 
are in Barbados: as  a result, the junior member of 
the staff of the Board of Ouard ia~s  was selected for 
this course. I think honourable members will ap- 
precia!e that there is still a very primitive method 
here of dealing with ease work and I suppo& that 
if persons from this islaad are trained in Prinidad 
in this type of, work, their traiaing will be of some 
benefit to the island when thcy return. I am defi- 
nitely going to support this Resolution because from 
 in^ esperience - I be l ie~~e  i t  is also the experience 
of other hononmt.!c members - the handlins of 
case work in thi, islancl by Inspectors of Poor leaves 
much to be clcsircd. 

Mr. TALJIA enters the ,House arid takes his seat. 
Mr. GARNER : I ain going to support this pro- 

posal, but our Vestrj- ill St. Philip was c i r c u l a r i ~ d  
in the matter and I think we too intend to send some- 
bcdy' to Triniclact. I do not know why only one 
cendidate has been put forward because you have 
to expect another. 8 

.THE CHAIRSIAN : Does the honourable mem- 
ber want to have this Resolution postponed so that 
he can put his house in order? 

Xr. GARXER : yeh, Sir. I am going to move 
that the further coni;ideraticn of this Resolution be 
postponed 'cecnnw I am sure that the St. Philip 
Yestry has beril circnlarized in this matter all2 lve 
intencl. to semi w n w n e  also. Let all of thexn qo  
togethrr. 

Hr. RLA('Rl1,lX: T have a Minute from the 
Assistant Social Welfare Officer who states that all 
the Yestries vert. circnlarized in this matter; that, 
presu~nably, a s  they have not replied none of the 
other Vestries wish to avdil ihemselves of the offer 
ancl that she ~ecommended the candidate from St. 
.I.Iichael. The Vestry of St. Lucy was circularizecl 
along with all the other Vestries ancl 1 make that 
statenlen; for the information of the junior member 
for Rt .  Lucy. 

Air. XOTT%EY: What the junior member for 
St. John has stated is absolutely correct. I got in 
touch with the Assistant Welfare Officer and i t  was 
suggested to me, in my capacity as  Churchwarden of 
St.  Nichael, that we should recommend someone 
The Vestry of St. Jlichael recommended one of their 
emplopes and I cannot help if the other Testrier 
failed to make recommendations. fail to see any 
nseful purpasr being served by postponing this 
Resolution. As I understand it, only one candidate 
m-ill be sent fmm Barbados. This is a SF 
ofPered by Colonial Development and W &are and 

t l ~ e  Vestries were circ~~larized with the view of 
seleet i~g the best candidate and the Vestry of SI. 
Michael wailed themselves of the opportunity. If 
the junior n~ember for S:. Philip wants to castigat? 
the members of St. Philip's Vestry for dot making 
their recomn~endation, he has the opportunity to do 
so now. 

Nr.  GLIRXER: SIr. Chairman,--I am not go- 
ing to mith&aw my motion became I know for cer- 
?ain that the Vcstq- of St. Philip intends to recom 
nlcncl a candiiiate f o r  t'?;s CO~I I - sc  oiP training iil 
P 1~1n;ciacI. .: T ra~l:yo- ?-In i f  they lla-\.p Frcn some 
T~ l l , ~ i ~ l ~ ~ : y ~ l t  i,~ t b ~  3 - :< > s s .  -4% r~0,:i',:~ l> tsLx- '  l'{'- - .  
J X P ~  I ]~Eo-T. 1:' r.hcut it htit penv!? who 
l;-lo~i; na thhy al , r~tr  rork-becanse of their 

i t  to some p1an:er-are appointed to  do 
this -rrork and this Course will do a great deal of 
guod by bringing .hem in touch with what is neces- 
sary in the administration of relief to the poor. 

The CHAIBMAN: I should like to point out 
that  the honourable member has no motion before 
+ h e  Committee; i t  has not been seconded, 

Nr. CRAWFORD: The junior member for St. 
I'h'.lip i ~ ,  a member of the Vestry of that parish 
ancl he shon!cl know what he is saying. It is possible 
'!]at the Testry of St. Philip may have been negli- 
ct:lt in no' sending in their recommendation to the 
Social Welfare Officer but this course does not start 
until March. Trinidad is only next door to u s  and 
1 am going to ask the H6us6 to  postpone this Resolu- 
tion for a week so that the hoaourabla member can 
actuate his Vestry in  the matter in the meantime. 
i beg to second the hon6awh6f.e memb&"a motion. 

Mr. ERANCKEB: Xr. Chai~man,-I was not 
criginally in favour of :he motion for the post@one- 
ment of this Resolution because I felt that if the 
St. Philip Vestry eventually decides that  bHe of it6 
tmployees should be sent for this trairiing, &&er 
Resolution could be sent ct_o this kouse Tor that pur- 
pose and I am sure that. we will pass it as  we in- 
tend to pass this. Bdt I just had a cohfab with ,t 

brother Vestryman on my left and he has stated 
that his Vestry was of the same opinion as the St. 
Lucy Vestry, namely, that they might have had to 
look fbr funds !to &fray the expeqses of their 
delegate, and :hat it was no.t explained Zo them 
that they would be reimbursed what they w o u b  have 
hacl to pay a Eoc~ in~  tenens. 1 feel now that this 
I-:esoluJCcn should bp postponed. n e  respective 
Vestries of St. Lucy, St. Joseph and so on will 
understand what the position is exactly and they 
will then be able to decide, in the  ligcht of the 
further information which has been given to-day, 
whether it is practicable for thein to send candidates. 
I'ersonally I )am defini'ely in favour of the St. 
Lucy Vestry sending someone and if this Resolution 
is postponed, they may be able to find someone 
whom they call recommend. These courses are use- 
ful from the point of view cf contacts which are 
made. When parochial officers of l& various 
panishes meet with their ecunterparts in other mTest 
Indian colonies, the contacts are bound to be verv 
helpful. F o r  iihat reason, I am going to support 
Lhe motion for the postponement of this Resolution. 

Mr. TALMA: M?. Chairman,-If you read 
the  adclenclum very carefully you will see that it 
states that provision is being made fdr special train- 
ing in case WO& for persons engaged in  pdor relief 
or old age pensicns work. If that is correct, it 
wollld seem as though the intention was to send not 
anly one person but a few persons and i t  is for that 
reason, Sir, that I rise to support the motiion made 
by the junior member of St. Philip; so that ibis 
course of training will not go a-begging and that 
it, map be beneficial, not only to SQ. Xichael b$k 
to other big parishes such as Christ C h W h  
{Laughter) and St. PhiIiip,-in f&t, to the idand 
;g a mholc. 

Dr. WILSON: I am suppor'bng b e  motion 
for the postponeme~lt of this Resolution because I 
feel that the Vestry of St. . ,Tohn will be able to 
2nd a suitable canfiiclate to takn adwntage of th~:. 

tllis Resoli~tion be postponed is put and resolred in 
the negatire, the division being as follows :F 
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AIr. BLACl<I@AN: The next Resoiu'ion is foz 
the  sun1 of 5374. 5. to be granted as a gratuity 
a n d  f i 2 .  5 .  G. ac a n  annuity payable in monthly 
jiistalments from the 21s: December, 1946, t o  3Ir. 
Ernest  Matthens. formerly iuessenger of the Port  
E e d t h  Officer's Department. 

>Ir. A!Ia!tlmvs has given 3-1. years' s e n  ice and 
his j ~ b  is not pensionable. It is usual in  cases of 
this sort to pnw a Eesolutlion through the I-Iousi: 
c f  Assembly and this is  iiow being clone. I beg to 
move that this R'esolution do now pass. 

Mr. SPRINGER:  I beg to  seccnd that. 
Thc question tha t  this Resolution do 1 1 0 ~  pa-a<  

is p u t  and resolved i n  the affirma:ive without 
ciivision. 

Ur .  BLACKMAN: The next Itesclution is for 
tlie sum of £3,640 to supplement the provision iu 
the Estimates of Expenditure for the  year 1946-47 
11nder Head VIII, Post Office, item 6, Overtime Pay, 
b y  BOO, item 14, Overseas direct mail (Air) ,  b r  
54300, and  item 31, Furni ture  and  f i t t ings ,  by £40. 

The of mails by  ai r  auci otherwise has 
very greatly bcreap;ed in  the 1'0st Ofiil r a!?ti thrt 
Postmaster has stated that  the stalf has had to ~vol*ii 
long after 4 p.m. on several clays. The .i.ot~x for  
overtime pay ma overseas direct mails 'by air h a w  
been exhausted and lone of the objects of this Iksolu- 
lion is t a  increase those votes. So f a r  as the  furni- 
ture and fittings are concerned. the Post Office ha5 
been extended by the inclusion of the offices formerlj. 
nccnpied by the Imperial Censor Authorities and as a 
result more furniture and f i t t i n g  are required. 1 
beg to move tha t  this Resolution do  1 1 0 7 ~  pass. 

Mr. C R A V F O R D :  I beg to second tha:. 
Mr. WILKTNSON : Mr. Chairman.-I woultl 

like to take this opportunity to make a few remarks 
about the Post Office i n  the i n t p s t  of the public. 
T t  is obvious to most people who go to the Post Office 
&hey to purchase stainps or send parcel., away that 
i t  has been under-staffed for  some time now; if the 
h s t  Office i q  not under-staffed then the present stnR 
j c  ~ i o t  doiny its work because it is a conzmon pmc- 
tice to go there and have to wait a n  hour or IOIIS.P~ 
to  pzrchasc stamvs or send n parcel away. T do 
think that the Postmastc~. should make repwsentn- 
tion to  the Government for  more facilit,ies at the Post 
Office fo r  members of the public who use it .  I t  is 
r i i s t r e s s ~ ~ w  to see ladies aa i t ing  a t  thc counter for 
an  indefinite length of time either to  pnrchaw stamps 
or send parcels away. There are  two or  three open- 
inga a t  the counter b u t  very often there is accesq 
to only one and people have to queue un as f ~ r  as 
thp door. I do hope tha t  representat!ion will b. 
made .r-ith the view of having the service jrn~)ro~eiJ.  
One must remember tha t  in  these days i t  i ~ .  ver r  
difficult to e t  certain axtkles and i t  is quite a cow- 
mon practice for persons i n  thjs island to aend par- 
cels t~ their friend8 in  other places and vice Irersa. 

'2  L, rcsd ts in m.e\ e w e  for the islanll a11d a more 
uificwdi service 111 the Post Office is Lad?- needed 
i o r  ,he  purpow. I take this opportunity to the 
G ~ ~ i * ; . l ~ ~ e i l C ,  to  ilirebtigate and see whe'ilu-r the 
statemei~ts l h \ e  made are correct or incol~cci .  

The question that  t h ~ s  Resolution do nov p u ~ ~  is 
put and  resolved in (he affirmative without iij\ ision. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconcied by  Dr. 
Cuamrm,  the ('hainnan repo* the passin? of four 
IZesolntians in Committee of Supply. 

?'he Wonue rcsnmes and on the motions of Xr .  
~ A M S ,  seconded l ~ p  Dr. CUMMINS i n  each ct~\e, the 
Eesolutoins are read a first and a secol~d time and 
are ayreed to. 

AIi,. ~ ~ X L L F ~ E R :  The next Order staiitih i n  the 
: R A ~ K ~  OL the honourable henior inember for St. 
13Lilip,--To, move the passing 'of the follov-in& .Reso- 
1i1iio!l :-!L~olution to mlctioll the Eegulaliuiii made 
b ~ -  rile 'l'ranspor~ Buard under Section 7 of tlie Mutor 
Yel~icles a i d  Eoacl Trafiic Ac., 1937 (1937-16). 

3Ir. t'RAITT;FO'RD: These amending ftegula. 
t:ctvs, !-!;P, p ~ o p o ~ e  to increase the length .of o~nni -  
1811ws f l a n  22 f t .  to  25 f t .  Some of the w ~ ~ t e s s i o n -  
;tir.es hare  asked that the leugth of omnibn5es be 
25 ft. instead of 22 Et. and an  advisory committee 

c ) + '  r l i c .  'J1i'3i1~p~rt J3oartl has recommended that  the 
xeqitwt be acceded to. The regulations werr ac- 
cordin4:- macle and the T~egislature is now being 
z 4 r ~ ~ l  to sanction them. I may say tha t  the regu- 
lations have for their object the expressed purpoFc of 
providing more seating accommodation for passengers 
:H oiliilib~~ses and I beg to move tha t  the  Resolution 
d c  i ~ o w  pas.. 

Mr. GSRNER: I be? to second that. 
XI-. J3RAKCliERi : 3tr.  Speaker,-I am ill fav- 

onr of thc passing of this Resolution. I take it that 
the Gowrnment is seeking to amend a g n l a t i o n  24 
which clrals with the ronstrnrtion and maintenance 
of public servicc vehicl~s. That repdatl!an readc, as 
folloIvs :- 

"No motor omnibus, the body of which has a 
loncitudinal overhang exceeding 3/11 of an  orerall 
lenrrth shall he licensed. Provided that  thp n v ~ r a l l  
Icnrth of such motor omnibns shall not exceed 22 't." 

, i , he honourabie member, I taka it, i s  seelring to 

snlentl that  regulation to provide for  a n  over-all 
length of 25 f t .  instead of 22 ft. as ill the pas:. \17e 
h a w  seen, Mr. Speaker, during the past few weeks. 
on the streets in  this island omnibuses which contain 
otre acldtional m w  of seat-even instead of six-and 
there is a great advantage i n  that, because people 

i4icult to get accommodation i n  the omni- 
here is an  extra row of seds ,  room will be 
J- provided for  a t  least five or six more 

pw~wngers in  that particular omnibns and that is 
wl1.v. Sfr. Speaker. I am supporting the passing of 
thei;e amending regulations. T wonder if the 11011- 
ourable member in  charge of the Resolution con eive 
me any  idea-now that  the  Government has decided 
to canction this ~dd i t iona l  qeat in ornnib~~~-as  ta 
what in its attitude towarc1~ the ~nforceme?,t of Rcgn- 
lation 28 which deals with rorleiclors. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That i q  not before the Knnqe. 
Mr. BRAATCKER: T knov, Sir. bu t  thp 11011- 

onrable rnemher may be able to assist 11% ill ilrtcr- 
mininrr whether TT-P shnl~lil m s k ~  a u ~ o t h ~  r ~ ~ n l n t ! o n  
nrnl-idinr~ for  - differrrlt t 7 - p ~  of b11. T t n l i ~  ; t  that 
i t  iq not j n h i l ~ r 7  rFat t1-i. nrnncrq nf o m n i h ~ l ~ c x  n-ith 
~ l d  bodies shonlcl tie cn!lec? nixm tc qGr;it: ihorr  olil 



bodies so.as to construct an  additiorml row a£ seah  
i n  each of them. I will iwnind honourable lnelnbel'b 
who are wor r shg  about that point, that this amend- - - 
ing regulation provides that the over-all length shiill 
not csceed 25 ft.; in  other woi-ils, it claw not inter- 
fere vi th those omnibaws whose over-all length is 
22 f t .  With regard to the additional acwmn:odati'on 
which these larger omnibuses provide, they seem to 
h a ~ e  gained a certain ainonnt of' lwr, rlarity and the 
publie, I nlag say. seeins to be very much averse 
nt.wada;vs to the enforcenlent of the  other regulation.; 
becaiiw thc omnibuse:, with an over-all length of 
33 fr.. npnrt from t h ~  fact that they can  acconunodat.7 
man!- mow persons are so mnrh more airy and safer. 
nlthol~:h nlany people refer to them R< mohilc pribons 
and tleath traps and things of that sort. J am jnsr 
mentioning to the members of the Escc-i~tive 
Ciommittee that while the TTowe p;~hsc\ t h ' ~  
~egulation to pro~ride for an i n c r e ~ e  in  the over- 
all l e n ~ t h  I can imagine them, in clefer~zlcc 
to pnblic opinion, being jnst as eager and 
anxioIls to amend :he regulation dealin:: with 
the mljlihnscrj with rorridors because of the Eeiwr. 
passengers wliic.1~ they can accomndate and of their 
mpopnlerity norvadays. m e w  i s  jnst olic other 
thin!? which is wry closely ailierl to this reg&ttion 
a?id t1:c ~ i 7 e  of the omnibnsec,jf yen vil? j~xrt dlow 
me to m n l ; ~  the point Xr. 'Speaker. I shnll be ohlirrerl 

BIr. SPEAKER : I t  very difi?~cult to allow you 
to make the point and not allow other honourable 
members to speak on it. , 

Mr. BRANCKER: I apprecliate that, Your Hon- 
our, but i t  is equally diffiru~t not to allude to the 
price of petrol, more a g a r l y  died gasolene, when 
dealin.. with the qnest1:on of the omnibus. I ivould 
like to know what they intend doing about the price 
of gasolene. 

ills.. SPEAKEII : ,That does not arise under these 
regu!ations. 

Xr.  BRANCKER: Quite so, JIr.  Speaker; but 
a s  soon a, the price of petrol is reduced, the p i k e  
of the bus fares is automatically reduced. Howevel-, 
that is a point which, I hope, will not be overlooliecl 
by those in charge of tmnsport. For those reason, 
I am ill favour of the passblg of these amen&nt:ut$ 
to these regulations i n  order that five or six more 
passengers may legitimately be accommodatcd in th. 
omnibuses which are still too few to accommodate the 
number of potential passengers who a m i t  accomlno 
dation a t  the stop-poles on the streets of this island 

Mr. COX: Before I vote on this question 
should like to have a n  assurance from the seniol 
member for  St. Philip that omnibuses which to-day 
are 22 dt. long will not have to be scrapped. X) 
1.easo11 for that is this. Quite recently I have ss% 
some very crude ,and harsh regulations placed upo~l 
these concessionaires. During the holiday seas - 
in fact, before then and after we could n o f l n a  
terials for the buildin? of omnibuses as th( Act pve 
scribes-the Director of Highways and Transport, T 
am told, gave the bus concessionaires the privilege of 
reconditioning omnibuses as well as trucks and making 
transfers. No sooner did the General Motor Omnibu: 
Co. finish reconditioning and transferring, a notirc 

~ l l t t t  110 C ~ U ~ L '  aild harsh treatmeilt will be meied L.O 

them people and 1 am endeavouring to citz a few 
imimces to bcw out my a r g m t n t .  Suppose we pass 
t 
i > 
, h s e  reguhhom as t h y  stand aud a few days attar, 
i l t  Id~rector of Highways slid T r a n s p r t  calls upon 
ouce?-,lvr l'ilres to scrap ~ m l l i b u s e ~  which are 2% ft. 
ung. 

Xr. SPEAKER: I will leave it to the honourable 
,ciiior neirher I'or St. Philip to explain that, but 
it is clear that a concessionail-e can run a bus 20 
Et. long, if hs Irkes, but he e n n o t  run  one longer 
than 25 ft. 

Mr. COX: Ajl right, Sir. I bow to your ruling 
out I want to Bear some explanation by the senior 
member for St. Philip because I happtn to know a 
~ncessionaire of whom much advan~age was taken 
iowarb  the end of last year and I iam not preparecl 
to vote &or anything that will create a hardship on 
any oection, especislly the poorer section, of the' 
community. 

Mr. 'l'ALi\LA: This is the only point that occurs 
to me. Anxious as we are to improve the type of 
omnibuses, yet a t  t h h  stage of experiencing great 
t~~itn,pori d~lfieulties L firmly believe ,hat tb$s is an 
inopportune time tx, bring forward a mattQr of this 
nature. Although I will support i t  I feel, Sir, that 
a certain amount of hardship will be experienced 
not only by the small bus owner but also by the 
public who have to travel in  the omnibuses. I feel 
that inst-ad of implementing a measure of this bork 
ct this stage, the Executive Committee should have 
seen fit to have postponed it, with the view of im- 
proving the transport service and of not doing my- 
thing to detract from i t  in any way. I feel that 
these regulations are being brought forward a t  an 
inopportune time and that they will be a means of 
causing transportation to be even worse than i t  IS 
to-day because these owners will be thrown off their 
loutes if they cannot comply with the provision in 
the regulations. 

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Speaker- 
Mr. SPEAKER:  The junior member for St. 

Philip has already spoken. The honourable rnc?mh*r 
aeconded the motion for the p w h g  of the Reaolu- 
tion. 

Mr. XOT~TLEP:  I am going to support thebe 
regulations on the ground that the senior member 
for St. Philip has assured me that the extension of 
emnibuses by 3 feet is a means of further accom 
~ o d a t i n g  the travelling public. \That I: would like 
o $now from the honourable Jiinister of Transport 

i ~ .  whether this is really going to put  a n  end to the 
'mprovement of the various routeh and whether the 
Eepeartment has in  mind calling upon the conces- 
sionail-es to provide more omnihses for the accom- 
modation of the travelling public and whether they 
have in mind extending the various routes to be able 
to accommodate the t rave l l in~  pnblic. This addi- 
tional three feet which will provide an  additional 
row of ~ t s  win only relieve the congmtion 
t-hat exists to-day. and what I would like to know 
from the honmrable member is whether trhe T)epart- 
ment contemplates calling npon the concessionaires 
tc  provide more omnibuses to ficromnmdate the tray- i l ellinc ouhlic 

W- iarmed- 1 m, W I L a S O N :  h r h a p a  I can be of some 
Mr. SPEAKER,: The honourable member is o ~ t  help by way of a n  explanation in this matter. I 

of order. The only repulations we are  dealing with happen a t  the moment to be a member of the Ad- 
are Regulations 37 ancl % of the p~<ncipal rewla-  ! visory Board and these regulations were passed last 
tionw which these amcnding Reml t ions  seek to / hdv. I fhimk, as a result of an ~pplication of some 
amend by providing that the l e n ~ t h  of m o b r  omni- j of the concessionaires. They pointed out that. the 
busts shoulrt b p  25 f t .  instead of 22 !ft. cwst of bnildine: a bus to-dav i.: very mu& hieher 

Mr. C O X :  Yes. Sir, T intend to w t e  for  this / khan what i t  was same years ~cyo : that it would assist 
Xesolntion but before T vote I want to be asmd j them in some small degree if the length of the om- 



n i b ~ . . ~ ~  was incrzaiecl by three Ltet because they WILL 

be able to accommouatt: more passeugers. L \ ~ d s  1-L- 

luaant at ust to, reuonl.~nend that w e  retjuesc be 
acceded to betaase tiorue oi the corners o i  our stleeis 
are practically a t  right adgies-ror ellampie, :ile ,.lie 
on au~lch the Clinadlan Bank of Commerce, Uabos~a  
& Co., Ltd., Cosmopoiltan i'harluacy and h l i lg i l~  s 
Ltd. ln Broad Street stand-and l feared that an 
additional length of three feet would make ~t n w e  
too easy for an omnibus 25 f t .  long to go around a 
corner of that description. Bat  I consulted the Police 
of the Traffic Depal tment and they assured me that a 
'bus 29 f t .  long could be manoeuvred around a 
corner at: right angles. As regards the question which 
the senior member for  the City asked as to whether 
the Uirector of Highways and 'llransport has m m n d  
the improvenlerlt of the bus routes, I can definitely 
reply "yes". So t  ouly does he have in mind the 
improvement of accommodation fox passengers but 
he also has in mind the increasing of the number of 
omnibuses on the different routes. Honourablp mem- 
bers must realiza that i t  is very difficult to get ma- 
terials since h e  war is over but I can give the ac'snr- 
ance that the last time I talked with the Director 
he certainly had in mind the improvement of the bus 
service generaliy. 

~ r .  LL& \ L  I- OlLb : bw,-The situation has been 
well summed up by the junior member lor st. dames;. 
i h e  Director io making every .eEort tci increase the 
ilumber of units on the roaa, bearing in  mmd the 
wvere lizconvelueilce now suitered by the travelling 
public. Briefly, Sis, the position is this. Lnder 
Seetim 7 of the Xotor Vehicies and !Soad 'l'raifijiic: 
Act, every mqtor omnibus registered after the 31st 
May, 1940, should have had an internal corridor of 
not less than 15 inches in width. These regulations 
have had to be suspened because, owing to the war, 
it was impossible to get the materials to coufornl 
with the regulations. In the meantime, the regula- 
tions were discovered to be neither popular nor com- 
pletely satisfactory a& although to-day we are sanc- 
tioning the extension of the length of an  omnibus 
by three feet, yet the Government has decided to 
s a k e  i t  no longer cornpdsory for concessionaires t o  
m t  units on the roads with internal corr530rs 
(Cheers). I t  wiU largely be a question of chom 
on the part of concessionaires with this qualification 
If you want to put a bus on the road without a cor- 
ridor, the over-all length will be kept at  22' feet, but 
if you want to get the advantage of an additional 
S fect you must construct a bus' with a corridor. 5 
think, Sir, that that ought to satisfy both the public 
and the concessionaires and a t  the same time afford 
us the opportunity to discover whether or not omni- 
buses without corridors are more generally advan- 
tageous than those with corridors. 

The question that this Resolbtion do now pass 
was put and resolved in thp affirqatiw without 
division. 

CONSIDERATION O F  DAIRY REGITLATIOM 
POEYFPONED 

the Board of Health is going to meet to-illorrow to 
ccnsider them-I think it wll  be well if I ask leave 
to postpone the consideration of this and the next 
Orc!er standing in my name. 

There being no objection, the consideration of 
Orders Xos. 4 and 5 are postponed. 

31r. Ai:~i~kiS : ;0, spzaker,-l ask leave io take 
Urcitr &\L.. 5 as lAe uesL Wlcier. 

~ l i c r e  bemg ~ l o  objectiou, the honourable m e w  
/SLY 1s grdUL1;~c lea\ rf t o  &be vlut.r ~ \ o .  d a& Lile neAt 
Order. 

nlr. SYELLKEE,: The next Ordw stands in the 
uame of the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
--Second readmg of a l3111 to amend the Savings 
tiank Act, 191-1: (1914-3) as amended by die Savings 
Ymd; (Amendmaut) Act, 194-1: (1944-26 ) . 

&he. ADAILIS : MT. speaker,--'phi$ is a simpl& 
sill. A, honourable in~rnbers will see from tile 
' c)b jecrs and 12easons7 ', the Savings Bank i'uilc tisis 
~ndl-r  a spma l  Act and, therefore, c l e r k  appointed 
o l t  are uot automatically in the same poaillon as 
~ t h e r  ruembers of the Civil Service. The staE of 
.he Bank is limited, to a certain number; so when it 
lecomes necessary to increase the number of clerks, 
;he Act has to be amende~l. This Bill smply seek8 
,o provide authority for the Governor, on the re- 
:ommei~datioii of the directors, to appoint additional 
lerlis not exceeding two in  number. I beg to move 

-hat the Bill be rlow r&ad a second time. 
Nr COX : I beg to second that. 
Air. &lQ,I"I'LFY: I quite appreciate that the 

~ppointinent of tn-o additional clerks i n  the Sa7~ings 
Bank is necessarx but can the honourable member 
tell me if they are going to be accommodgted i n  the 
room which the Bank at  p re~en t  occupies? If so, 
!i seems to llle humanly impossible to accommodate 
two more clerks in that room. I t  is the most congest- 
.cl ofsee in the Service and the clerks are practically 
working on the top of one another. I cannot imagi,le 
how they work day after day under those conditions. 
Anyone who passes by the Savings Bank mill see 
people standing on the pavement i a  High Street 
amaiting their turn to be served, and while the Gov- 
w~rnen t  is gi\<ng additional clerical assistance to 
the Bank I think that something should be done to 
relieve the congestion which takes place in it almost 
Gaily. That room has certainly served its purpose 
and I am certainly of the opinion that more clerks 
cannot be convenient1~- accommodated in it. 

MY BDA2IS : The Government appreciates Tery 
. ~ ~ n c h  the honourable member's point. As a matter 
of fact, Mr. Del Syllas, the architect. has alreadv 
ndrised the Government on the re-alloc@ion of aU 

nmenff offices and he has suggested the acl- 
of removing the Savings Bank posGbly t,) 
now occupied by the Post Office and re- 

Post Office to a bnilding to be erected; so 
that the honourable member's p o i ~ t  is clearly before 
the Government. We are well awme of what the 
honourable member mentioned about the clerks in 
the Savings Bank working upon the top of one 
another and of depositors waiting outside on the 
mvcin~nt ,  in IIkh Skee t  to be served, En t@ rnean- 
time, hawever, the depositors are so many that  these 
additional clerks are necpwarv. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next RRsolution stands 
ifi the name of the honourable wnior member for 
St. George,-Ta move the passing of the following 
Resolution :-A Resolution to approve Regulations 
made by the General Board of -Health under Section 
R of the Dairies Act, 1941, and approved and sanc- Mr. GALE : Clause 2 of'this Bill px~vlides that 
tioned by the Governor-in-Executive Committee. tile Goyesnor may appoint from  tin^^ to timp ,ddi- 

'rt: SPRINGER: Sir,--In view of the time a t  iional clerks not pxceedinw two in nuinher. Sunpose 
aur cljspasal and in  view of the h c t  that there are in a c o ~ ~ , & ?  years' time. it has bee11 dhpvmed that 
several ~f t h e ~ e  rpgulaiond th* w e  being considered two adcljtinnrtl c l~rl is  are not eno~ :d~ .  the Govcrn- 
by diRerent bodies-for instance, I understand that rnent will have to come Pack 7 1 ~ 1 ' ~  ,with a Bill l@ 



anlend the Act again. Would i t  not be better to 
word this Bill in such a way that the Gavernor 
may appoint such additional clerks that are neces- 
sary to carry out the work a t  the Bank? According 
to ihe wording of this Bill, i t  seems that every time 
an additional clerk is wanted a t  the Savings Bank, 
the Government has to come here and get the Act 
amcndecl io enable him to appoint one. 

>In. SPR.IKGER: I heartily agree with the 
junior member for St. Michael-That has been mp 
constant attitude but the traditional attitude of 
Barbadians towards the powers of the Governmellt 
IS psyvhopathetic and that is what we have to face 
even in the Executive Committee. I should like to 
point out that this Bill was decided upon before 
the present Executive Committee came into being. 
The present attitude is this. You cannot allow the 
Covernor to appoint a n y b d y  a t  all, not even a 
clerk or a messenger; you have to let the appoint- 
ment pass through all the stages and have legis- 
lative enaction. That is the position and we canwt  
run a Government efficiently on those lines. I would 
lather suggest that now the attitude of the House 
is made plain we should pass the Bill a s  if is other- 
wise it will require a complete re-draftling of the 
section. We will have to delete Clause 2 and replace 
i t  with a new clause. My attitude towards the 
matter is the same as that of the junior membe~  
for  St. Michael and I do not see how i t  could not 
be reasonable for the Directors of the Swings Bank 
to say how many clerks they want and for the 
Governor to appoint, them. 

Mr. RAMSAT: From the time I have learnt 
to know aqything about Barbados I have always 
been told that the House of Assembly are the 
guardians cf the ptlrse string of Barbados. When 
that time arises for us to relinquish that1 gnardian- 
ship I hope to be out of being. It is all  right for  
the honourable senior member for St George to say 
what he just said but  when anything goes wrong 
the House of Assembly as a whole is t o  be blamed. 
We have given u p  our rights too readily in  the 
pas: ancl we are going to be abused for so doing. 
I admonisii this House to stick to our undoubted 
rights which have been handed down to us by our 
forefathers and do not give them over to 
Governor or Government. 

Mr. GARNER: I rise to support the remarks 
of the last speaker. I too counsel honourable mem- 
bers ]lot to give up what power they have, never 
mind what ;4iey may be termed or hov  difficult the 
situation may be. When the conservative element 
m in powel-, nobody said anything about things 
being done stage after stage but  now everybody is 
saying "Let me do this or that  without 
NOUS? of Assembly fbr its approval." 

BIr. SPEAKER:  IJnless iibe 
her is going to have a debate on the I think 
vie can leave it a t  that. The question is that, this 
Bill be now read a second time. Honourable mem- 
bers in favour rill. plmse say "Aye"; those against 
\{?ill please say "No." I think the "Ayes" have itc 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by  Mr. 
C'ox, Nr. Speaker leaves the Chair, and the HOUEC 
goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. RAMSAT being 
in the Chair. 

C l a u ~  1 is read and agreed to. 
Clause 2. Subsection (.l) of section five of the 

Principal Act as  ccmtained in the Savings Bank 
(Amendment) Act, 1944 is hereby amended 

( i)  by renumbering the same " (1) (a) '* 
(ii) by d i n g  thereto the following n*W 

partgpaph to  be lettered (b)  :- 

" (h )  Nctwithstanding the provhions of 
paragraph (a)  of this subsection, the Gov- 
ernor, on the recommendation of tha 
Directors of the Bank, may from time to 
time appoint such additional Clerks not 
exceeding two in number as he shall con- 
sider necessary. " 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that  that be 
Clause 2 of the Rill. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. TALMA: Mr. Chairman,-Before yoe wt 

the question I w o ~ l a  like, to say that in  my opinion 
the Government is too parsimonious. 

The CEtAIRoMABN I would like to know what 
the honourable member is talking cn. The Corn- 
nlittee is dealing with Clause 2 of this Bilk and the 
parsimony of the Government does not apply to this. 

Mr. TALMA: I am saying that the Govern- 
ment never employs a sufficient number of people 
to do worlr which should be paid for. In so far 
ar! the Governmen?! Savings Bank is concerned 1 am 
dbjecting to ihe word "two" because I feel that two 
additional clerks---- 

The CHAIRMAN: I would like to remind the 
honourable member ;,hat the House of Aspmbb 
cann:,t lay any charge on the revenue of the coI0ny. 
if  the honourable member makes the number "one" 
that will be within the bounds of this Committee 
but he cannot make it more than "two." 

W. T U A :  Yes, Sir, but I still have the right 
to express my sentiments. I am saying that  I re- 
gard the Government's policy cn tile whole, not olzly 
towards the Savings Bank, a s  being parsimonious. 
By that I mean that the Govelnment never empioys 
enough people to do work that has to be denc and 
the Government should set the example in  thls rc- 
spect. With your permission I r e d y  got up  to ex- 
press those few sentiments and I hope that thc Gov- 
erment will see fit, when i t  sends down Bills of 
this nature, to make provision for the employma~ t 
of a greater number of people. 

Mr.. WILKINSON : W. Chairnuan,-Sub-para- 
graph (b) of C l a w  2 is not quite d e a r  to me. It 
says, hter &, that  the Governor, on the recom- 
mendaiiin of :he directors of the Bank, may from 
time to time appoint such additional clerks not ex- 
ceeding two i n  number as he shall consider neces- 
wry. Does that mean that on each occasion he can 
appo& t d o  additional c l e r b f o r  example two this 
month and tea next mcmth--or is the total nurr.ber 
to be employed two? 

Mr. ADAMS: It means that only two can be 
employed, otherwise it would have been worded "not 
exceeding two on each cccacion." 

,The question that this Bill do now p m  is put 
and resolved in the affimstive without division. 

On the motion of 'm. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
Cos, t h ~  CHAIRMAN reportS the passing of the Bill 
in  Committee. 

.The House resuww and on the motions of Mr. 
ADAMS, seconded b y  Mr. Cm i n  each case, the Bill 
is r e d  a €bird time and passed. 

A t  this stags, 2; pm., hr. SPDAKER a & i o m  te- 
H o w  nntil 2.45 p m .  in  accordance with Rule 40 
( a >  - 

RE;PI;TES LAID 
On re-asmblidg, 
Hr. AD-: @X. Speaker,-There are B e p h  

to some Questions ready and they  will be laic! by 
the honmble  senior member for  St. Philip. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I beg t o  lay on the Table of 
the H o r n  the Replies to Questions No. 8, standkg 
in the ~ame of? the honour&le jnnior member for 8t. 
Philip, theReplies to Questions No. 15, standing in 



the name of the honourable senior member for St. 
Andrew, a.nd the Replies to Questions No. 5, stand- 
ing in the name of the honourable senior member for 
St .  Peter. 

CONSTRUCTION O F  BATHSHEBA-LAKES 
VILLAGE ROAD. 

Atr. HAYNES : Xr.  Speaker,-I beg to move 
the adjournmtnt of the House for five minutes m 
order to discuss the, replies given to my questions 
No. 2. The replies to these questions were laid on 
,Tuesday hst .  My hrst questlon was: "Is the Gov- 
ernment aware that a Resolution for S60,000 to re- 
construct and consimct certain roads in  this island, 
passed this House on 19th Deoember, 1944, and was 
assented to by His Excellency the Governor on thc 
7th January, 1945? ,The reply to that question is 
'.Yes." The next question was: "That included in 
this Resolution wias a n  amount of $13,730 to construct 
four miles of road from Bathsheba to Lakes Village, 
St. Andrew, also £875 to suitably widen Lakes Bridge, 
St. Andrew? The reply to that question is also 
"yes," therefore there is no need to make any com- 
ments on the replies to thwe questions. The third 

. question wao: "Will the Government state why this 
road and bridge have not been attended to yet; and 
111 view of the widespread unemployment caused by the 
present drought, will they consider immediately put- 
ting this work in hand and thus alleviate some of 
the widespread unemployment above mentioned? Thf 
reply to that question is: "The Government prrT- 
poses to review the whole scheme. Even if i t  were 
decided to proceed with it, however, and if the D+ 
partinent weve in a position to begin work immp- 
diatelg, the Gerernment is advised that there are 
approximately 79 landowners and 39 properties affec- 
ted by the road and that, in  the absence of a sati.c- 
factory land acquisition Act, the difficulties involv- 
ed in separate negotiations for the purchase of the 
neaessary land present an almost insuperable obsta- 
cle." 'To my mind, the reply to that question is iri 
the usual Governmental terms. The question hah 
been answered very vaguely, and I think, very incor 
rectly. The Government says that it proposes to 
review the whole scheme. That sounds very funny to 
me; why did they allom this Resolution to come 
down to the House in the first instance a i d  now say 
that they will review the whole scheme? (Mr. 
~ A M S  : Two ciifferent Governmmts) . That may be 
so, but  the Rkaolution was passed by the Legklature. 
&When the Resolution was first introduced, the idea 
was to use the existing railway track which was 
handed to the Government by the late owners of the 
railway when the;- bcught it. I have seen the plan 
in  the Public Works Department; the track varies 
in width from 32 feet to $5 feet, it is properly g a d -  
ecl and there is no reason why it should be altered 
in  any way because. natu~ally,  you have to grade 
land very carefully for railway purposes, and even 
more so for a n  ordinary vehicular road. <There is 
no reason to say that you have to negotiate with the 
parties there; there is quite a lot of space there. I 
consider that the normal road would be 18 feet wide, 
allowing two or three feet on either side for  trenches 
would be another six feet, making a total of twenty- 
four feet and there is still another six or eight feet 
t o  8pare. I cannot aee where they can bring u p  this 
red herring across the trail, so to speak. To my 
mind, that exposes the &vernmmt's attitude to- 
wards this question of road-making in  Barbados. We 
were told on w previous occasion when someone had 
put  some ouestions in this House relative to the roads, 
that the Cove~nment had no responsibility for mak- 

ing roads in this island. Well Sir, as long as that 
at,th.de continues, we will never get anywhere with 
the extension of various roads which are needed 
throughout the island. I t  is not a question ~f my 
~arr ish alone, but  in other parishes as  well there is 
the cry for roads and i t  is simply because the policy 
of the Government seems to be as  it was in  the past. 
We hope to see a change in the present Government. 
(A ~IEMBEE: We are going to see i t ) .  It seems 
to me that there is the same attitude towards roads 
as in  the past. This is a very serious Government. 
I read in the Press a few days ago, an article on 
tourism in which some American stated that tourism 
would be our second industry in Barbados. Well, 
Mr. Speaker, is there a more beautiful part of Bar- 
bados than the par t  which this road would serve to 
show to the various visitors as they come along? 
Apart from that, this land is absolutely barren now, 
and it is absolutely going to waste simply because 
nothing can be done with it. Sometime ago the 
Director of Agriculture was approached about plant- 
ing trees in this district, and he pointed out that we 
could n ~ t  re-dorest that district because it would be 
a n  uneconomic proposition, and he promised that he 
would make a minute to that effect. Another point 
is that it is necessary to maintain our coastline so 
that houses can be built and people can spend their 
holidays there. This coastline added to the 
road would open a wide scope for  the building 
of houses, and the value of the land would 
be increased. phe parish 02 St. Andrew yepeat- 
edly has to remit taxes on valuable bits of 
land in this district because there is no road to the 
land. The small owners get nothing out of it and 
therefore they cannot pay their taxes. I wonlcl like 
hon. members to realize that the Government's atti- 
tude is a very serious one. During the last Session, 
in order to get something done about the TTorkmen's 
Compelisation Act, an  hoh. member moved the ad- 
journment of the House for five minutes-and the 
rnotiion wae agreed to-as a mark of censure on the 
Government, and I noticed thaO something was done 
about the matter forthwith. (Laughter). I am going 
to move a similar adjournment t o d a y  as a protest 
against the reply given in connection with the con- 
struction of this road. (MEMBERS: No, no). If 
me do not do something, we will not get any further 
with this matter. I ronsider it a very serious matter ; 
i t  is not a question of wanting the money to construct 
this road ; the money is there, but  yet nothing is being 
done. It: is most annoying to everybody; the matter 
does not concern only the people of the parish of St. 
Andrew, the petition $or this road was drafted, and 
circulated in the parishes of St. Peter, St. Joseph 
and St. Michael, a n d  it was heavily signed by those 

cause the people realised of what ~ a l u e  
would be to the island as a whole. I repeat 

p as the Government adopts this attitude 
the roads, we will never get a n r  further 

with them. I snppose that T have talked in this 
House about ~oa i l s  more than anyone else, and we 
cannot get any further with them. In one mnnth 
the Government says that they have no resnonsihilit.r7 
or  no monev to snend on the roads; in  another month 
thev h a w  the monev and no thin^ is done ahnnt 'he 
roads Where a w  we? ? h e  nosition is an inlwwihle 
one. T do not wish t o  take nn the time of the Hoiwe 
any longer: T am sure that hon. ~ l l e l l l - ~ s  4 1  ~ p ~ 1 :  

ise the seriousnes.s.: of the matter. and T feel that 
we sho~ild eertainh~ briny home tn t b  Gn~-wnn~ent  
the real necessitr of takinp action in the matter. 
' Mr. WART): I bee to second thp hon. mem- 
ber's motion. Following up where the hon. membe: 
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has left off, 1 feel that much as we would like .iu 
have this road around the island constructed-ma- 
chinery for making roads, is in short demand-there 
are in this island many more roads which are more 
in need of looking a f m  than this road. l b e  hon. 
member has said in eeect that the construction of 
this road has been hanging fire for quite a while. 
When this road around the island is, constructed, ail 
the land-owners as well as  the people will benefit 
from it. 1 presume that is why the hon. m-ember 
is trying to push the matter. (Laughter). Although 
this road would be a, great asset to the island, I feel 
that at the present moment, we should concern our- 
selves more with the private roads which are in very 
bad repair. We should allow the machinery to spend 
more time on these private roads. I agree with the 
Covernnient that it is of no use trying to construct 
that vo'acl unless there is a land acquisition Act, be- 
cause you will have an enormous amount of trouble 
in  trying to acquire land. Although I am in favour 
of having tSlis road along the sea coast, I still feel 
that there are many more roads which need imme- 
diate attention. I11 fact, I feel that the Government 
should pay attention to those roads which are already 
in existence in vie~v of the facf that the machinery 
for road making is short. 

Mr. SMITH: I, too, feel that it is time that 
the Government view this matter seriously. I see 
that the Government in their reply to the hon. mem- 
ber's question have said that they, have been advised 
that there are approximately 79 landowi~ers ancl 39 
propert,ies aEected 'by the road, and (that in the ab- 
sence of at lsaitisfac~to~j- land acqu?sition Act, 'the 
difficulties involved in separate negotiations for the 
purchase of the necssal-y; land present an almost in- 
euperable obstacle. Well, this House can have thi: 
land acqnisition Act passed as quickly as possible; 
that can be done quite easily. (A MEMBER: Oh 
yes?) I feel so: I feel that this Act can be passed 
quite easily because I can remember an honour- 
able member remark in this House that the 
only thing that we cannot; do is to turn a man into 
s woman and vice cersa. That is why thi5 
Act van be passed. The parishes of St. Joseph and 
Bt. Andreu~ will be losing revenue through not hav- 
ing this road done. I t  will be helpful to the land 
owners ancl the parishes because sea-side houses can 
be built, and as soon as these houses are built, thc 
assessor will be able to assess more people and more 
money mill thereby be collected. I do not think 
that i t  is fair that the Government should 'be hold- 
ing back this money all ithe time. If the hon. mem- 
ber had not asked these questions. we would still be 
groping in the dark ; we mould have been asking and 
wonderina why they have not made any stalrt with 
this road. I cannot agree with the hon. member'; 
suggestion as to moving a vote of censure 4 
Go~ernnient, because there is a new/:: 
ment and we ha~le to give them a chance t ,ee what 
they are like. T mill await the activities 6f ?the new 
Government, but not for very long. 

Mr. GALE : I quite agree with the remarks of 
the hon. senior member for St. Lucy. While thir 
road may be desirable from a tourist and a scenic 
point of view, while it would be desirable to have 
this road around the island from a picturesque point 
of riew ancl so on, i t  is ,necessary for the Govern- 
ment to spend money on the more pressing needs. 
There are in dzerent parishes, roada where 
people live and those roads are in a shocking state 
of repair. If the Government hare not got a t  pres- 
ent the machinery necessary for undertaking this 

big scheme, I think that they are quite right in post- 
poning it and spending the time, material and money 
on the more pressing needs in the villages where 
people are living to-day. *he hon. senior member 
for St. Andrew hits, stressed the possibility of the 
land increasing in value by the construction of this 
road. However, that will not be helping the Cov- 
errzment; that will 'lje helping the people who o m  
the land. I think that i t  is the duty of the Govern- 
ment in the first place to look after the people who 
are immediately concerned, and the tourist attrac- 
tion can come afterwards. We want first things 
first. (Cheers). 

Mr. WILKINSON : Far  be i t  from me to de- 
fend the Government, but I would like to m i n d  
hcnourable members that when this money was 
grm.ted by the Colonial Development and Welfare 
Department, the condition was made that the island 
should carry out its usual programme of work on 
the roads. That being so, more equipment had . o  
be ordered. As fay as I know, nu, ro;llers have 
arrived, and very lifttle equipment so that iit is 
almost impossible for the Department of Highways 
and Transport to undertake their normal work in 
addition to other work until material arrives. 

Mr. ADAMS: I do not want either on this 
occasion or on any similar occasion to anticipabe 
anything that might be said by the member of the 
Executive Committee who is answering, on behalf 
of the Government, for a particular Department. I 
speak now purely as a member of the House, and 
not as a member of the Government. I agree with 
the honourable junior member for St. Michael that 
first things must come first. (A MSMDER: Quite 
so). Sometimes when there are grievances or 
reminders of unemployment and so on, Governments 
have a habit of adoptkg policies and perhaps 
carrying into execution some p ~ ~ b l i c  ~vorlr, purely 
ad hoe, without any reference to the necessary ex- 
penditure in relation tp other things. It is quite 
conceivable that the previous Government which had 
agreed to undertake, especially seekg that it was 
backed by the Colonial Development and Welfaee 
Organisation, the construction of a round-the-island 
potential tourist road, did not have before its m k d  
the expenditure on other items necessary for the 
betterment of the people of this island With- 
out cohmitting myself to what my own contri- 
bution to a e  policy may be affecting this matter, 
I would like honourable members to reflect on how 
much we are spending to-day on roads, and how 
little we !have spent on housin'g which is an 8-1 
prioritp Honourable members should always re- 
member the type d Government which is in poww 
i~ Barbados to-day. Let there be, no mistake about 
it, while we might not be able to get through both 
branches of the Legislatura within a reasonably short 
time. the present project in which there will be leg- 
islation' to p rd ib i t  the use of land by any owner 
for any purpose unless it has been licensed by the 
Go~~ernment, this .Government is inclined to intro- 
duce such legislation. I am heartened in the thought 
that if  a road were put alongside land which i~ 
commercially not very valuable to-day, but wduld 
become really valuable as a result of the putting 
of that road-I am heartened in my view as to the 
necessity for legislation controlling the w e  of the 
land by the attitude of the honourable senior mem- 
&r for St. 'Andrew. The hono'urable member au- 
thorised me some time ago to tell the G o v e m e n t  
that if a road were put along the sea-coast in St. 
Illndrew and thereby his land became improved in 



~ a l u e ,  he W& prepared give up the whole of the 
unearned increment of t&e land to the Government 
-a most outstanding and praiseworbhy attitude on 
the part of a land owner. J hope that the honour- 
able member will find others who will emulate his 
example. I am perfectly eerio'us in this matter be- 
came it is morally indefensible for  any land owner 
whose land is worth S10 per acre to sell it for £20 
per acre when the Govwnment puts a road along- 
side of i t  and keep i t  all. The 519U is nlone> 
X: ~i ic~z  is totalli- u l ~ t ~ ~ n e d ,  a - d  i t  is the cililv of 
the Government to take that 5190 from him. 1 have 
no doubt that the honourable member is genuine 
ill b~ing1~1g to +Le izotice of the Government &!:at 
this road, which has been promised,. is not yet 
built or reconstr~xted, but I wish to sound tlzi; 
uote of warning that as  long as this Govern- 
ment is in  power, with the ideas of the members of 
the House who form the Executive Committee, l& 
no landowners thiilk that we are p r ~ a r e d  to spend 
the taxpayers' money to improve their surrounding 
land without taking away from them the unearned 
ixrement. I r e p a t  that i t  would be morally inclefen- 
sible if we did that and not ask them for the km- 
earned increment. I would just sound the war:iing 
that improvements by the Government carry respon- 
hibility, and the land owners must, of necessity, re- 
turn to the Governmentt the money that they would 
otherwise be putting into their pockets I got u p  
merely to make that point. It will probably take 
some time before we can have that absolute control 
of land which the Socialist Government of Great 
Britain is to-day trying to bring about; but we chall 
always bear in mind that just as i t  is in the inter- 
est of the community to see that we use agricultural 
land profitably, so it is in the interest of 
the community to see that every type of land 
should be used for the benefit of the community at  
large; a d  instead c;f this constant reference to pri- 
vate rights and the refusal of some consideration 
of private responsibility, we should consider our 
duty of service to the community as a. whole. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I would like to assure the 
honourable senior member for St. Andrew that the 
Government is s u p ~ m e l y  slnxious wherever possible 
to construct new roads and to improve the 
condition of existing ones. 'The honour-able 
member can rest assured that the Government 
is just as anxious as he  is to get this four miles of 
m d  constructed a t  the earliest poaible date, but the 
honourable member has already been told that the 
necessary plant and equipment with which to under- 
take a job of this sort are not yet to hand. 4% the 
honourable junior member for  St. James has said, WP 

have had some rollers on order for some time and 
they have not ye: arrived. The position now is that 
the present staff of the Department of Highways and 
Transporl is unabie to cope v i th  the annual expen- - .  
c!iture of £100,000. If we are to undertake the 
expenditure of this additional £60,000, we will ob- 
viously need a considerable increase in staff, not only 
unskillecl but slrilleil staff, and that cannot, be ob 
t i thed overnight. The honourable senior membel 
for St .  Andrew well kno-ws that the post of Assist- 
an t  Engineer for which money has been voted can 
not yet be filled. (A MEMBER : Why l We cannc~t 
get a man to fill i t ) .  (A MEMBEX: Pay a deccnt 
salary). The salary is as much as the Government 
caD afford. bearing in mind the salaries paid to o t l w  
employees. I  van: to emphasize the difficulty iu 
gettbg equipment and the absence of a trained staff 
to mdes-take wm4i of this sort. The honourable 

nmnber says that the land up  there is barren; I am 
,$-lure he appreciates that if this road is constructed, 
that will increase the value of the land consider- 
ably. I am not suggesting that the honourable 
member has any personal interest in this matter 
~ 1 -  that he is forcing this question because he own8 
adjacent land there; 4: conscientiously believe that 
he is really trying to provide a road fo r  his con- 
stituents in St. A n d r m  who returned him a t   he 
head of the poll by such a large majority iu 
November last yea].. I want to assure the honour- 
able member that the Government is also of the 
opinion that this road should be constnx!cecl. The 
honourable member claims that the Government omus 
the railway track and that  i t  is sufficientjy wide 
for the constructioll of this new road; but it is not. 
Vhere the Government retains or does not retain 
the right to certain land, additional land will have 
to be acquired for the construction of this nen- road, 
and that  is the case in many parts, if not all. The 
honourable member has been told in the i-eply to 
his question that in the absence of a satisfactory 
Land Llcqnisition AcL, the difftculties invo:vcci are 
almost insuperable. I do not share the optimism of 
the honourable junior member for S t  Joseph that 
we can pass this Act as  easily as  he thinks; the 
passing cf such an ,\ct will take somc time. 'i'lle~-e 
i- going to be considerable opposition to such an 
Act even on the par t  of those who are now pressing 
this question; and we have not only to deal with 
this branch of the Legislature. I can assnre the 
honourable senior member for  St. Andrew that the 
list of persons who own land affected by this pro- 
posed new road is considerable. There are 73 mmes 
on the list and there are 39 p r o ~ e r t i w ;  he must 
~.ealise !bat i t  would not be any easy task to in- 
vestigate the proper rights to the land and where 
possible to acquire the additional areas necessary 
for the construction of the new road. I n  any case, 
I think that if the honourable member reads the 
replies to question No S carefully, he will be mord 
in sympathy with the Government's position. He 
has been told that the Department is no:, in it posi- 
tion to begin mork immediately because there is 
no equipment, no trained staff and in addition to 
that, the question of the acquisition of the necessary 
land cannot be easily dealt with until surh time as 
a Land Acquisition Act i!: passed, and we ha-m the 
machinery necesqary for the purchase of the 1a:zcl. 

a \  03 Nr. COX: I was not prepared to spe 1- 
this question, but I must make a few remarks in 
connection with the statement of the honourable 
senior member for St. Philin about not beinq able 
to get a staff, or an adeqnAe staff, for the -High- 
ways Department. It really puzzles me to under- 
stand why you can find three or four rollers idling 

d day out at this Department. As far  
e, even in this very Chamber now there is 
h e r  who is not employed. I cannot 

undemtand the position. Until I see something 
tangible being done a t  the Department, I will maim 

-F 

tpin that the Department is not being run as it b 

should be run. The Department is being badly 
managed. (A MEXBER: How long ago?) At least 
from the time that we had this last executive. Every- C 

body will remember that in the days of Mr. 
Scott-Bushe, all the rollers used to be working all 
over the island; but  nowadays, even* now and t h w ,  
the staff has to be laid off 'and the rollers are put 
up. We can get as much stone as we want. plenty 
material is avdable but the Director does not use -a 
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either the material or the staff as he should use it 
l would suggest that, we get behind the Director and 
get  him to leave the office and do some work. 1 
think that I can remember that since the year 193E 
when the railway was scrapped, the people were 
promised a road in place of the railway, so that 
buses and cars, etc., could travel along tile sea-side 
I feel that i t  is time that some attempt be made t c  
atart this road. A t  any rate, I am in sympathy 
with the present Government because I am sure thai 
it is prepared to everything ?bat  lies in its power 
mhenewr possible to remove the ills and evils that 
exist not only bx way of the roads but  in  other 
direc~ions as  well. 

l l r  RAMSAY : I have listened attentively t c  
the various speakers, and I agree with all of them 
in part. There is one thing that has been inprcs-et1 
on my mind, and i t  is tiiis: we have a very new 
@vernm,ent, and only t h o e  of us who are in  the  
habit of working miracles can expect this Govc~n- 
ment as yet to do anything tangible in  respect 01 
the roads. Yet I say this: the honourable junioi 
inember for  St. James has remarked that there is 
no equipment. I agree. Another honourable mem- 
ber says tha' there is no staff, I agree. Yet another 
honourable m e m b ~ r  says that the Management will 
not do anything. I also agree with that ;  but I think 
that this Government maintain, or rather, cap- 
tivate the confidence of the general public; they 
mu!& start and do something,-something that  he 
public can understand, not anything behind closed 
doors. When they want surveyors they ought to 
advertise for them. Q e y  have E60,WO and they 
can arrange to pay t h e  surveyors. No argument 
pu t  up by anybody whomsoever can convince me that 
you cannot get surveyors in the West Indiets to 
assist in surveying these sea-coast roads. (Cheers). 
I ]mow that they cannot get rollers, land )so on, but 
what about the levels which have to be taken by 
surveyors and the various bridgeheads which have 
t o  be built by masons? As regards the parish of 
St. Andrew, I am interested. I hope to buy land 
and build a house nn t h e e  or build one up  there for 
somebody. If the Government wants to do anything, 
they should employ some surveyors to take levels 
or they shmld hold meetings so a s  to let the public 
ande l~ tand  that they are doing something. I can- 
not associate invself with any vote of censure on the 
Government; I do not think that they are worthy 
of it. (Laughter). 

Mr. SPEAKER: What exactly does the hon- 
~ n r a b l e  member mean? 

Xr. RAMSAY: I do not think that they should 
be censured, Xr .  SPEAKER ; my only criticism is con- 
structive criticism, but some of US give destructive 
eriticism. 1 think that this debate will do a lot of 
good to the entire island; everyone who has spo -cn 

has said sollzething worthy of note. I hope / in 
the very near future, the Government wil J some- 
thing worthy of theniselvek. @ 

Xr. IIAYSES : I would just like to reply to 
the varioul., honourable memGers. The honourable 

aenior mer~~ber for St. Philip has inentioned that there 
is no eyuipmeut so a.; to be able to do this work. 
1 happen to h o w  that the parish of St.. Joseph Iys 
oBered to the Department of Highways and Trans- 
port two rollers as well las the ktaff-the Inspeotor, 
the Superintenclent and so on--so that the ~vorlr on 
this road could be started under the supervision of 
 he Department. I think that the honourable junior 
member for St. Joseph can bear me out with thn'.. 
?%ere is absolntely no excuse a t  all in connection 
with this equipment; i t  is simply that there io no 

willingness on the par t  of! the Government to work 
on the roads. ,That is the whole position. I was 
glad  hen the honourable senior member for St. 
Jolxph made the remarks which he has made. I 
think that his remarks are penfectly clear, and t5e 
honourable member has on his file the letter which 
ITwro'e  to him stating that rather than make any 
money out of the land, I would be quite prcpared 
to give up 50% of the land -h the Government if the 
road was made. As r ~ g a r d s  the question of personal 
@in. E am above that. Yhe hono~~rable senior mem- 
member for St. Philip has referred to the fact that 
the land in this dikrict is barren 

At  this tsage, it being now 3.30 p.m. of the clock, 
Mr. SPEAKE~ stated that i t  was now time for the con- 
hideration of Primte Members' H~~siness. 

ADDRESS 12E ERECTION OF F I S H  SHED AND 
SANITARY CONVENIEXCES FOR FISHERjMEN 

317. SPEAKER: first Order of the Day 
under Private Members' BusTna stands in the name 
of the honourable junior member for St. Joseph,- 
To move the passing of an  Address to Excel- 
lency the Governor relating to the erection of a Fish 
,Shed and Sanitary Cmvenienoes for the Fishermen 
of Tent Bay and Bzthsheba, St. Joseph. 

Mr. SMI'llH : Mr. Speaker,-This Adclress is 
a v e q  urgent one. It reads as  follows : 

The Hozcje of Assembly 
To 

Hk Exoellency , the ihuerrzor 

The House, of Assembly urge upon Your Excel- 
lency the urgent necessity of provicinlg a B1lsll Shed 
and Sanitary Convheniencela for the fishermen of 
Tent Bay and Bathsheba, St. Joseph. 

I'ent Bay is one of those beaches which ard 
very insanitary. When the fishermen bring a s h o ~ ~  
then  catches, they have to throw the fish on ihe 
beach among the rocks, ana flies and cxcreta even 
from the dogs ~mmetimes, are along the btach. I 
have seen thcse things for myself. There is no 
running fresh water so that the fish vendors c m  
wash their hands after handling the fish. Every no+ 
and then, if one is there for live minutes, ten minutes 
o r  half an hour, he will see somebody dodging behind 
?ornewhere to answer the call of nature. I feel that 
the time has come when the Government should 
xssist these fishermsrr a t  Tent Bay by giving t h a  
sanitary conv@niences. I feel that they should h a m  
these conveniences so that they will be comfortable 
when the -  are at this beach. As regards Bathsheba, 
everybody Bnows that the sea there is always heavy, 
and the r'en!ale fish vendors cannot go into the sea in 
order io ~vaslz their hands. They have to go to the lake 
where there is running water. The lake is always 
streaming, but i t  is in a bad condition. I feel that 
the Qoverlment should take the necessary steps to 
improve the conditions existing a t  these places by 
erccting a fish ished apd providing sanitary con-' 
veniences for the fishermen. It gives me very much 
pleasure to move the passing of this Address. 

>fr. C O S :  I beg to second the motion for the 
pd*sing of this Address. I n  doing so, I do not think 
i t  is necessary for me to m y  very much since the 
honourable member has so ably pu t  his case. HOW- 
ever, I would go a little further and say that a fish 
shed and sanitary conveuiences should be erected at 
every place where fishermen bring in their cat&@. 
We all realise that t.he fishermen ,are very useful to 
the community; they take risks whiah many of 
are not l i k l y  to take, and I feel that it is !fair *t 



we should provide them with places where they can 
their &h comfortably and also with sanitr t r~ 

cpnveniences. 
Mr. GARNEE: I lam supporting this Address 

but I will move an amendment to read as follows: 
"The House of Assembly urge upon Your Excellellcy 
the urgent nec&isty of providing fish sheds and 
s h t a r y  ~ n v e n i e n e s  for  the fishermen of Tent Bay, 
and Bathsheba, St. Joseph, Crane and Foul Bay, St. 
Philip." I feel that St. Philip is no less in need of 
such amenities than St. J&ph, and while the Ibecu- 
tive are dealing with one parish, they can also deal 
with the other. I t  is true that earlier in the Session 
I gave notice of an Address asking that certain things 
to be done for the people, yet I feel that i t  is: aPPr0- 
priate a t  this time to have incorporated in this 
Address these amenities for the fishermen of my 
parish. It is true that we are moving forward and 
what stood well for the past cannot stand well for 
to-clay. I am hoping that the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph will accept my amendment. I know 
that the hcnourable member is very liberal, and 
would like to know that the fishermen of St. Philip 
are benefiting to the same extent as those of St. 
Joseph. I ask the honourable member in  all sincerity 
to accept my amendment so that the amenities which 
will be enjoyed by the %hermen of St. Joseph will 
also be enjoyed by those of St. Philip. 

Mr. BRANCKER : So far  as the amendment pro- 
posed by the honourable junior member for St. Philip 
W wncerned, it i% not as comprehensive m one would 
have expeoted i t  to b. I am proposing that the 
Address be amended to read as follows : "The Housc 
of Assembly urge upon Your Excellency the urgent 
necessity of providing fish sheds and sanitary con- 
veniences for the fishermen of Tent Bay and Bath- 
~heba ,  St. Jo~eph,  and other b a p  of a similar nature 
around the coasts of this island.'' I commend that 
amendment to the honourable Introducer of the 
Address. That would include the1 Crane and obvi- 
ously those other bays which are even more in need 
of thme conveniences such as Cove B ~ F  and Stroud5 
Bay in St. Lucy. I know that  the honourable membel 
on rmy left is a most reasonable man, and I am 
thanking him in advance for  accepting this amend. 
ment which is sufficiently comprehensive as to indudf 

'the bays around the island. I beg to move that 
amendment which i t  is unnecemary to press. 

Ms. SMITH: I accept that  amendment. 
Mr. WILKINSON: I do not think that then 

is any place which is more in need of these facilitie: 
than Holetown. I beg to support the amendmen 
of the honourable junior member for St. Lucy. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before the question is put 
I *ould just like to comment in passing on what ' 

regard as the "Sunday School behaviourism" of th, 
members of this House. This matter has been unde 
consideration for the last three years. Every honour 
able member k n ~ w s  tha:.. AS a matter of fact, il 
1944 I took the then Governor and the Labour Com 
misGoner to visit some of these bays, especially il 
the parishes of St. Philip and St. Joseph, and it i 
a n  open secret that an  extension of the fishing in 
dustry is being planned, and under the ten-yea 
Development Plan it is propased to erect fish shed 
and things of that sort a t  all the fishing cent~.e 
thfoughout the island. It may sound very well t 
m y  somewhere in the vicinity of Tent Bay to-morro~ 
that  the h o l l ~ ~ ~ r a b l e  member for Tent Bay is doin 
something for Tellt Bay. mTe all know that mmc 
thing is b$ing done, and I do not thing that we shoull 
waste any time with these matters. 

Mr. ADBBIS : 1 do not know if the honourHbl 
member wants mr to  add my little quota as regard 

Latters m d e r  Private Members' Bwiness. I hope 
lar, as  having come from the honourable menher 

noL from me, honourable members will realise 
lat  &en the Government declares its polich7 011 

matters, it has the definite i n t e~ t ion  of carry- 
lg  out it3 I would not have mid this at 
he present time if the honourable member had not 
&id \&at he has said. I hope that  honouraLIe 
lembers will see the necessity for extending the 
mount of time which is given to the co~mideration 
f Government Business, and condense their remarlis; 
.ddresses and Questions to a Government which is 
lready converted to the thoughts of most of those 
on members who have asked Questions or tabled 
Lddresses. I hope that that will be taken in the 
$me friendly spirit in  which I have given it. If we 
re to do anything of a substantial natpre in  the 
nay of public businass in this House, I hope honour- 
ble members will see that asking the Government t o  
0 something which it has already pledged itself 
o do is merely wasting time. I am not blaming the 
ionourable junior member for  St. Joseph because 
Ivery honourable member has done the same thing 
luring the Session. I am hoping that honourable 
nembers will see that while it is true-as the hon- 
~urable junior member for St. Peter would say- 
,hat we should preserve our rights as private mem- 
er of the House, who can get through a lot more 
lseful legislation if the time spent on Private Mem- 
)em' Business i5 curtailed. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I n  short, what the honourable 
lenior member for St. Joseph h w  intimated is that  
r e  &ould let i t  appear that we are more a Congress 
)f Ambassadors than a Council of State. It is 
aound to appear that I am a n  Ambassador for  the 
City of Bridgetown. La& week we passed a Bill 
giving the Government power to make regulations 
relative to the fishing industry. I am sure that 
those regulations have been read by the general 
mblic. NOW we have erected a new fish market 
and this amendment is asking that a b h  shed be 
erected iat the Reef, a t  Brqdons,  at Land's End, 
and so on. Imagine that bebg asked after we have 
spent money to erect the new market! I cannot vote 
for this amendment as i t  istands; I *ink the Address 
shouId be further amended setting out a limit of 
two miles of  ridget tom in respect of the erectioil 
of these fish sheds, because if the Address is passed a s  
it is, the Government must come to the conclusion 
that me want to abandon the idea of the fish market, 
which has just been erected, and we want to erect 
fish sheds a t  Bay Street, a t  the Reef, a t  Brandons, 
and so on. I ask honourable members to see the 
necessity of inserting the words "Outside two miles 
of the City limb" in the amenliment, o t l i e r w i ~  the 
Cbernment will be i n  a very precarious positioll; 
having to consider this Address and having to make 
regulations which, I a m  sure, will deal with tllc 

fish to the newly-erected fish market. 1 
llourable members to see the wisdom of 
0 what I have suggested. Tf this Address 
S it is, the Government will be faced 

having to erect fi& sheds within a quarter of a mile 
of the new fish market. I &now that among the reg- 
ulations, p~ovkion  will 'be made for persons within 
the City 1imi:ls. compelling them to take their fisll 
inside the market; otherwise we will I~;LT'FL tttroWI1 
away the money w6iEh we spent in erecting the 
market. 

Mr. RAMSAY: After listening to the reiark 's  
of the honourable senior member for  the City, I 
think the remarks of the honouralile senior member 

for St. Phirip about " Sunday School behaviourism" 
can well be a.pplied. I think that the Government 
me hard-headed business people; we have a fish 



market in Bridgetown, and we are now talking about 
fish sheds. When honourable members decide where 
a fish shed must be put  as f a r  as  mileage is concerned, 
that is wrong. The Government is being called upon 
to pu t  a fish shed wherever it k necessary, whether 
it be half a mile or a quaxter of a mile from the City. 
I f  fi9a are brought in  a t  Browne's Beach and the 
Government feels that a sufficient quantity of fish 
is brought in there, they should put  a shed there as 
a matter of a c c o m ~ o d a t i n ~  the people who bring in  
the fish. I G n k  thaft1;k Address as adopted by the 
honourable mover an5  backed by the honourable 
junior member for St. James, is worded in  a com- 
monsense way, and we need not worry any more about 
it. It is left to the wisdom of the Government to see 
that what they are doing is right and for the benefit 
of the people. Of course, the amendment od the 
honourable senior member for the City has not been 
seconded and therefore, I take no notice of it. 

Mr. T A U I A :  I mould like to get a deiinite 
assurance with regard to a similar Address which 
has already been passed. I n  fact, I would like to 
know if it i.j the policy of the Government to erect fish 
markets. Judging from wEat I have seen, i t  does 
not seem that an  Address of this sort mill do any 
good. I want to %now if the Government intend to 
erect any fish markets a t  all. 1 had the privilege two 
years ago of moving the passing of an Address i n  
relation to the erection of a fish market, but up  to 
now I have nof seen anything being done. I do not 
know how soon thesz markets will be erected. 

Mr. SPEAKER,: That information can be ob- 
tained by way of asking a question. 

Nr. TALMA: Having presented the Address 
one would havt expected ~omething to be done. 

Mr. HAYNES: I did not intend to say any- 
thing in connection with this matter, but the remarks 
of the honourable senior member ,for St. Philip and 
those of the honourable senior member $or St. Joseph 
have brought me to my feet. \Ire all know that fish 
sheds are most essential, but apparently these 
two honourable members seem to m y  that Addresses 
will not mean anything to the present Government 
because they do not want anything to be told them. 
I thought that they would have taken the other view of 
the matter al;d realise that these Addresses arc 
brought to the notice of the Government as the wishes 
of the people whom honourable members represent. 
I consider that a n  Address of this nature should 
certainly be considered by the Government. I am 
surprised to hear these two honourable members take 
that view, because i t  looks to me that we are only 
wasting the time of the House to bring in Addresses. 
I hope these honourable members will take notice of 

m y  remarks and try and take a different view of 
Addresses in the near future. 

The question that this Address as amend o 
now pass was put and resolved in the a L~ativo, 
~vithout division. 

6 

7 
The Address as  amended was passed. 
Mr. SPEAKER: I will ask the honourable 

2unior member for St. Joseph to present this Address. 
Mr. SMITH : As Your honour pleases. 

ORDERS POSTPONED. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the honourable junior member 
for  St. James, to move the passing of an Address to 
His Excellency the Governor relating to the increased 
cost of Rice to the Consumer. With regard to this 
Order, I do not think that I can accept its being 
dealt with i n  the House at the present time. Not very 
long ago this House dealt with a Resolution whlch 

.,xas in terms similar to rnose covered by this Address. 
I do not think that I can do better than quote fro= 
iVc~y's P m l i a ~ ~ e ? ? t a r y  Practice on the subject. T h k  
i6 what " Xay" says :- 

"It is a rule, in  both Houses, which is essential 
to the due performances of their duties, that no 
question or Bill shall be offered that is substantially 
the same as one on which their judgment has ahead:? 
keen expressed in the current session." 

Only two or three meetings ago this House dealt 
with the subsidization of foodstds,  and this House 
decided that, so fa r  as rice is concerned, the price cf 
that commodity should remain as it was and not sub- 
sidized until the 31st of March. 'The House voted a 
sum of money to cover the cost of foodstuffs exclud- 
ing rice, uptil the 31st of March. Therefore, in iny 
opinion, the House has already dealt with the ques- 
tion of rice, and have provided for i t  until the 31st 
of March. I think that the honourabie member would 
he quite in order after the 31st of March to make a 
motion for  the passing of this Address. I have no. 
~bject ioa to a motion to that effect being made after 
the 31st of Marc'h; but discussion on the matter to- 
day woulcl be out of order. 

Mr. WILKINSOK: Does that mean that the 
matter will be taken off the Order Paper? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that i t  will be a ques- 
tion of postponing the matter. 

Mr. WILKINSON : I gave notice of this Address 
on the 10th of December. 

Mr. SPEBKER : I quite agree, but since you 
gave notice of it, the question has been dealt with. 

Mr. T?rIL'KINSON: I ask leave to pcstpone con- 
sidmation of this Order. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
was granted leave. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the honourable senior membe~t 
for the City,-Second reading of a Bill to authorise 
?,he Vestry of the Parish of Saint Michael in th is  
Island to raise a loan not esceeding £8,000 to purchase 
a property for  the establishment of a hcme for the 
accommodation of the destitute! and orphan children 
of the said parish. As regards this Bill, I do not 
think that i t  has appeared in the Official Gaastte for 
two weeks. It fimt appeared on the 30th of January. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the honourable senior member 
for St. Thornas,--to move the passing of an  Address 
to His Excellency the Governor relating to a Social 
Security Scheme siinilar to the Beveridge Plan. The 
honourable member is not in his place. 

ADDRESS Re NATIOKALIZATION OF T H E  BARBADOS. 
ELECTRIC *SUPPLY CORPORATION t 

Air. SPEAKER : The next Order stands in the 
name of the honourable senior member for St. 
Andrem,-To move the passing of an Address to His 
Excellency the Covernor requesting him to take steps 
to nationalise the Barbados Electric Supply Corpor- 
ation Limited. 

3Er. HAYNES : Mr. Speaker,-The A d d r w  
reads a s  follows:-- 

The House of Assembly 
To 

His Excellerwy The Covarlzor 

The House of Assembly note with grave concern 
the fact that only about one-third of the Island of 
Barbados is a present serviced by  the Barbados Elm- 
tric supply Corporation in  spite of the fact that th is  



Corporation has been functioning for over 37 years 
and has enjoyed Government preference on all im- 
‘parted equipment throughout its existence. 

2. The House therefore respectfully ask that 
His Excellency the Governor will take immediate 
steps to nationalise this Corporation and thus help t c  
remedy this serious state of affairs. 

This is a maker which I thillk most honour- 
able members will realise as a very serious one in 
this island of Barbados. A t  present we have an 
Electric Supply Corporation run as a private Com- 
pany with the idea, as obtains with all private Com- 
panies, of making a personal gain. One can quite 
realise that that is the only reason why private Com- 
panies are being run, and that is the essence of my 
Address. As long as the supply of electricity is 
looked upon in this island as a money-making con- 
cern, those people who are mostly in need of i t  will 
never get it. I ,  for one, consider that electriciiy is 
co  luxury. I happened to be in the parish of St. 
h e y  a couple of days ago, and I turned in to see 
the Parochial Medical Officer for a minute. He h a l  
just returned from a call-there was a child which 
was suffering from pneumonia and the Medical Officer 
u h l d  not get any penicillin in the parish because 
he had no refrigeration, and it was about two or 
three hours before penicillin could be obtained for 
that case. %king that as an example, are we to 
consider rlectricily as a luxury? Undoubtedly, 
electricity is as much a necessity as water is to 
modern living. I t  is true tha t  this Company have 
in their Contract a proviso that they will extend 
their mains for thrce miles a year, but i t  is not stated 
in the Contract where these three miles will be. 
They simply pick out certain districts where they 
will sell plenty of electricity, and they advailce 
rapidly in those clis'ricts. The other parts of the 
ldand which need electricity just as  much as these 
districts are side-tracked and no'hing is done. That 
could not happen if this Corporation  as owned by 
the Gowrnmen'. Another point is this: a Utility 
Service is different from a shoe-making or any other 
type of service. Anybody who carries on a shoe- 
makinr: o r  a mineral water service, for instance, has 
to sell tbe shoes or the mineral water a t  a price 
111 keepinq with that at  which the articles can be im- 
ported. When it comes to the question of electricity, 
there i, no possibility of importing or exporting it. 
The m i n ~  of the supply of electricity is what i t  is 
worth to +he consumers of i t  in  this island. Hence, 
money <ht)~~!d not be any object as regards the re- 
tention f c f  these lines; that should be a side issuz, 
providinr~ of course that i t  is within economic limits. 

'ClrTe lijrow that the presext water supply is run 
by the Government; i t  does not make any money, 
but I think that honourable members will agree that, 
~IthoagL we want some more extensions, every part 
uf the i.;land is served. 'We have pipes running 
through :no.;t of our roads, and there is a public pipe 
at eveiy- quarter of a mile in the island. We can- 
not say ihaf in connection with electricity. some- 
time ago the Manager of the Electric Company wrote 
1n the Press a letter in which he definitely said that 
there \\-ere only two parishes in  the entire island 
which h,> wonld call fully equipped ; and ihere 
were the parishes of St. Michael and Christ Church. 
H e  the11 went on to say that there were seven other 
prishe$, which were partly equipped and the other 
two did l ~ o t  have any electricity at all. 1 replied 
to that letter and made i t  pretty clear that judging 
from the last census, if y03.1 worked out the service 

supplied to ihe nine parishes, there would be one 
service to 130 persons. J ask: Is that service? I 
do not think so. TB my mind, unless something is 
done, unless you point a pistol a t  the head of the 
Electric Company and then force them to sell out the 
concern to the Government, nothing will be done. It 
is a standing disgrace. In  his letter to the Press, 
the Manager of the Company said that they were 
considering estensions to St. Philip and St. Luq-. 
Imagine that state of affairs! He then goes on and 
covers the faults of the Company by stating that 
there is no material available a t  present. We hear 
that all the time, but the Manager forgets that they 
had the power to extend their mains island wide i n  
1936. The power was granted them by this House; 
but thev could not see any profit in spending £5,000 on 
extensions so as  to make a profit of £50. I hold that 
i t  is for that reason that we can never get a proper 
supply of electricity. I am moving the passing of 
this Address in the hope either that the Government 
will spur the Company to immediate action, or. a s  
1 have suggested in my Address, that immediate steps 
n-ill be taken by the Government to take over the 
concern and run  it as a Government concern. T h s  
has been done in Trinidad, and I have been told 
that whereas one miit of electricity was sold for 21 
or 22 cents, it is now sold for 16 cents. I h a w  
been told that in the Bahamas the Government mm 
the electricity supply, and that electricity is sold 
there a t  5 cents a unit for lighting and a penny x 
unit for power. We would not mind paying for 
electricity if TTP could get an island-wide servicc. 
This state of affairs must be stopped. As I said 
before, electricity cannot be called a luxury; i t  i s  
a, very prime necessity in life to-day. (A MEMBER: 
Have you got it a t  Parks?) I beg to tell the honour- 
able niemher that I have electricity there, and I run 
i t  much cheaper than I would buy it. This is not n 
personal matter, and I would like to allay the feel- 
ings of honourable members in  this respect. Judg- 
rng from the letter ~ubl i shed  by the Manager of the 
Electric Company, it wonld appear that v e  woulci 
iiever get an island-wide service under the present 
re~ime.  I have said quite a lot on this matter, and 
[ am sure that honourable members also have a lot 
to say on i t  1 beg to move that this Address ds 
now pass. 

Mr. GABNER: I beg to second the motion 
,r the pa~sing of this Address. I feel that this 
latter is long overdue. Id you travel around the 
slalld you ~vill  see, in the strictly residential districts 
wllere there are a large number of houses, that th2 
people ara suffering, through no fault of their own, 
Erom the want of electricity. I t  is t1.ue that lve hare 
n this island an Electric Ccmpanp who enjoy certain 

froin the Government, but they are not 
cut the tcrms of their Contract. That the 

that the Contract should be taken away 
from them is no secret. I make bold to say that. 
Phat the Corporation should be nationalised, I say 
'yes" emphatically. I t  is a fact that electricity 
s no luxury. I have to speak for a very long time 
,n this matter, Mr. SPBAKER, and it has been hinted 
,o me that honourable members want to adjourn at: 
his stage so as to meet Dr. Taylor. I therefore beg 
,o move that further discussion on this Address be 
aastponed until the next meeting of this House. 

Mr. GALE seconded the motion which was agreed 
80. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable junior merubor 
'or St. Philip will have the first opportunity of 
peaking on the resumption of the debate, and the 



honourable junior member for  St. Michael, who sec- 
i 
C onded the motion for the postponement, wiU also 

have an opportunity of speaking. If those honour- 
F able members miss that opportunity, they will no6 

-have an  other chance of speaking. 

THE ADJOURNMENT. 

%?he Order Paper having been fixed. 

Nr. ADAMS: I beg to move that  this House 1 do ngv adjourn to this day week, the 18th day of 
1 February, 1947, a t  twelve o'clock noon. 

Mr. COX seconded the motion which ms agreed 
to. 

h .  SPEAKER accordingly adjourne the 
House te meet on Tuesday, the 18t9 day of Pe ruary, 
1947, at twelve o'clock noon. 

d' 




