
House of Asse Iy Debates 

Tuesda'y, 18th Pebrwwy,  1.947. 
Pursuant to adjouknlnlent, the gouse of $ssenibly 

met a t  12 0'cl0& noon to-day. 

His Honohr Mr. G. B. E V ~ Y N ,  (&peaker), His 
Iiohour Mr. 5. E. T. BRANCEW, (Bepat5 @@Mce)i), 
34~. J. 'P. C. -&SAP (Cha&%alc of  'CW%%W), 
Dr. J. A. LE 1'. +&'CLSON, i%h%rs. fi. 8. SMITH, M, E. 
COX, H. 0. B L A C ~ Y A ~ ,  G. 8. B D A ~ ,  %.A., V?. 
CRBWFO~D, D. D. GARNER, C. E. ~ A I ~ M A ,  B. D. i%om- 
L=, J. A. HAY?WS, B.A., H. A. Dr>wb~m, V. C. 'GALE, 
S. A. WALWI+T abd 8. H. ~ P ~ I P ~ ~ B T ,  0.B.B. 

PRAYERS ANb MINUTIGIS. 

Prayers are read and the Minutes of the last 
mektlag having been c i ~ u l a t e d  are takeh as read and 
confirmed. 

Mr. MAPP eaters the House a i d  takes his seat. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to infom 
the irouse that I have received the RepoPt of the 
Inspe~tor of Trees for the parish of St. Gebrlge fur 
iha  year 1846. 

PAPERS LAID 

Mr. A D U S  : Nr. Hpeaker,- I 
our to lay on the table of the H o w  
P&pers :- 

Mes&ge No. B/194? ftmn Hi# l3x&ll&t!p W 
GaveYnor :- 

fti's &xetleficy The Govern@ 
To 

The B a s e  of 'Assembly 

HI& B~cellencp the; Cbvernoi- h& the haaour t o  
prmest far the emsidaFtltim of the Rariburaable the 
Ihse uf AssemBlp the Draft B$tiftlates uf Weventie 
ah$ B f p ~ d l t i i ~ e  fur the financiM 1947-48. 

2. The &?rehue is estimated at 821,574,793 a i d  
-the e~periditure, ihclading extt-aordinary expenditure 
ahd eltp8tidi'trne from Resbltitims passed p ~ i o r  to ths 
1st  April, 1947, is estimated at  231,690,614. There is, 
-the&&e, an estimated excess of expebditure ovei- 
rmme of 8115,821. 

3. phe  Colonial Secretary's: memorand'um 
which accompanies the Estimates explains the finan- 
cial pmftion. Differences betw'een the approve& 
Estimates of Expenditure for 1946--47 and the 
expeh&ttire Estimates now presented for considem- 
tion are explained in the notes against the relevant 
items. 

4. The estimated surplus on the 31st of March, 
1947, is £970,976 and the estimated surplus on the 
31st March, 1948, is £855,155. 

I-IILARY BLOOD, 
Governor. 

Gow%rneht IHo~se, 
Bkitlgetof n, 

17th February, 1947. 

Statement showing the sums advanced by the 
Calohial Treasurer to the Colonial P6stma'stei. fdr .- 
the payment of money Orders to the 31lst D'ecem- 
bet, 1946. 

MP. TALMA enters the House and takes his seat. 

Government Xotices are given as follows:- 
Mr. BLACHXAN: Resolution for $6,984 to 

supplement the provision in the Estimates of Ex- 
penditure for the year 1946--47 under Head XXIII, 
Medical Services (2) General Hospital, Appendix 
L. B., Surgery and Dispensary, by g158 ; C. Domestic, 
by £1,177; D. Salaries and Wages, by £5,464; E 
Miscellaneous, by 25185; in order to provide increaes 
in pay for the Subordinate, Unestablished and Cas- 
ual staff of the General ,Hospital on the same basis 
a s  is set out in the Schedule No. 64 of the 27th 
September, 1946, for the period from the 1st Apfif, 
1946, to the 31st March, ;947. 

Resolution to place the mm of £2,170 at  the 
disposal of the Hospital Board to pay with effect 
from the 1st of Apr1il, 1946, and until the 3 b t  of 
March, 1947, a cost of living allowance to 

(a) officers in the full time service of the 
Hospital Board who receive their sal- 
aries from the Public Treasury; 

(b) officers who retired from the full t i h d  
service of the Hospital Board at an 
time between the 1st day of Apdil. 1 9 4  
and the date of the passing of this I3.m- 
olui ion in  circuanstanc es llrendering 
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them eligible for the grant of a pension 
or gratuity; 

a t  the rates, and subject to the terms, oonditions and 
exceptions, set out in the Schedule to this Resoluttion. 

Resoltltion for 569 to supplement the provision 
i n  the Estimates of Expenditure for the year 1946- 
47 under Head VIII, Post Office, Item 12, Inland 
mails. 

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution for S10,292 (A) to 
sapplement the resolution in  Column I c.f Schedule 
A to  this resolution by the amounts !in Column I1 
of the Schedule; and (B) to provide for  increased 
rates of pay to persons employed under the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Schemes in  Column I of 
Schedule B to this resolution by the amounts i n  Col- 
umn I1 of the Schedule. 

Resolution to approve the Regulations h a d e  by 
the Governor-in-Executive Comm,ittee under sub- 
secfiion (1) of section 37 (of the Workmen's Compen- 
sation Act, 1943 (1943-2), 

Of my intention to move the House into Commit- 
tee of ~ u ~ ~ l ~  a t  its next meeting to consider the 
money Resolutions of which notice has just been 
given. 

Dr. CUMMINS and Mr. SPRINGER enter the House 
while the above notices are being given and take 
their seats. 

Mr. BRAXCKER gives notice of the following 
Address. A 

The House of Assembly 
T o  

His Excellency The Governor 

The House of Assembly views with grave con. 
cern the continued high price of petrol iin this 
Colony. 

2. ,The House begs to point out to His Excel- 
lency the fact that, so-long-as this article is priced 
as a t  present, the cost of living for all persons who 
travel by  Motor Transport is of necessity kept high. 

3. The House requests that the Government will 
take whatever action is deemed appropriate, with 
a view to effecting a substantial reduction in the 
price of this commodity, so that, inter alia, motor 
emnibus fares particularly in remote and impov- 
erished country districts, may be appreciably reduced 
and also the cost of haulage of peasants' canes to the 
.factories. 

COMNITTE'C O F  SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order stands i n  
the name of the honourable senior irember for St. 
Joseph,-To move the House into Committee of 
Supply to consider the grant of sums of money 
for  the service of the government. As 1 am particu- 
larly interested in the first Resolution I shall leave 
the Committee when i t  is b e h g  considelmed. 

On the motion of Mr. Adams, seconded by Dr. 
CUMMINS, Nr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the 
House goes into Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAP 
being in the Chair. 

PURCHASE OF THE BAY ESTATE 

Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Committee while this 
Resolution is eonsidered. 

Mr. ADAMS : The first Resolution, Mr. Chair- 
mm, is for the sum of £65,650 to be placed at the 
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to 
purchase the Bay Estate and to meet legal and in- 
cfdental expenses in connection therewith. J believe, 
Sir, that this is the first time, since I have been s 
merhber of this House, that I have seen an  addendum 
to  a Resolution so full as this. It is absolutely un- 

necessary for me to say anything, except to move 
that this Resolution do now pass. As honourable mem- 
bers will see from the addendum, the Committee, 
whikh considerd this matter towards the end of 
last month under the chairmanship of the senior 
member or St. Philip, reported fairly fully and as n 
result of the Governineilt approaching the attornev 
for the owner of the Bay Estate, the owner has  
agreed to sell the property to the Government for  
£65,650. The ccnditions of sale are set out in the 
addendum and I have only to say that I share wi:h 
other honourable members the pleasure of knowing 
that we shall soon be the owners of the Bay Estate. 
I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. WARD enters the House and takes his seat. 
Mr. COX: I beg to second the motion for the 

passing of this Resolution. I n  doing so, I should 
like to say that on this occasion, if on no other, the 
Government should be congratulated for  the prompt 
and sympathetic action which i t  has taken in  relieving 
the doubts and fears of the people living in that area. 
I feel, Sir, that the people of the ~ a r i s h  of St. 3Lichael. 
especially those liiving in the Bay Estate area, will 
long praise this Government, having regard to the 
lcircumstances i n  connection with other areas which 
have been recently sold and the hardships and incon- 
veniences to which the people who live in  those areas 
have been put. I have very much pleasure in second- 
ing the passing of this Resolution and I hope that in  
similar cases in  the future the Government will act 
just as promptly as it has acted on this occasion. 

Mr. HAYNES : iXr. Chairman,-I rise to support 
this Resolution and like the senior member for St. 
Michael I am very appreciative of the expeditious, 
way in which the Wvernment has responded to our 
request in the Address which we passed to the Gov- 
ernor on this subject. But  one point which I should 
like to mention is this. I t  is all very well to be able 
to buy properties and pay cash for them as we have 
the cash now, but in the future we may not be in  the 
same h n o i a l  position and as I would like to see the 
Government purchase some properties i n  the other 
parishes for a similar purpose I am hoping that it 
will get not only a Land Acquisition Act but  a Loan 
Act, like the Education Loan Act, placed on the Stat- 
use Book to provide the machinery for  raising money 
to purchase properties. If the Government will do 
that, it will have the machinery ready to float a loan 
whenever it sees fi$ to purehaw, a property for settle- 
writ purposes and there will be no tl~fiiculty in  the 
~ i z t t e r .  I am counselling thew member., of the  Honw 
who are members of the Government to -oilsider care- 
fully the point which I have mentioned and see if 
they cannot in  the near future formulate a plali on 
those lines. 

ORD : Before ypu put the question, 
t one or two observations I would 

The senior member for St. Michael, ir, 
passing of this Resolution, said that he 

hoped that in similar cases the Government would 
act just as promptly as i t  has acted on ihis occasion. 
Well, I want to make the observation that I sincerely 
hope we shall not have in the future entirely similar 
circumstances arising; that is to say this: While I 
support the passing of the &solution and the acquisi- 
tion of the Bay Estate I am not a t  all satisfied in my 
mind that. the Government has not paid too much for  
it. Up to about a week before the Rouse passed the 
Address calling on the Government to buy this estate, 
I was informed. and other members of the House were 
so informed. that the most that was offered for it was 
£50,000. Within a week the askling price was increas- 
ed by almost R0 per cent. The Government has agreed 
to pay for 565,650 fcr  the estate but in my opinion the 



reason why the Government has to pay £15,650 more 
within a week entirely due to the fact that me openly 
in  this House gave the Government carte blanche to 
buy the estate. 'The procedure should be thls: If 
any member of the H o u e  hears in future of any 
property to be sold, he has free access to the Governor 
and he ought to go to His Excellency himself or 
t h r ~ n g h  a wernbcr of the Executive Committee, if h.: 
;ikes, and ask His Excellency to immediately negotiate 
with the o m e r  or owners quietly for the acquisition 
of that property. Honourable members will remem- 
ber the procedufe which was taken when the site 
next the Central Foundry's building was purchased. 
A spesial meeting of the House was convened but 
honourable members did not know what they were 
summoned for until they came here and the site was 
eventually purchased a t  a reasonable price without 
anybody knowing about it. If such a procedure had 
been followed on this occasion we might have got the 
Bay Estate for  $15,000 less of the taxpayers' money. 
I sincerely hope that while everybody congratulates 
the Government for taking this step, we shall not in 
future be faced with entirely similar circumstances 
like these. Honourable members should endeavour 
to keep any negotiatlion of this sort on as secret a bau:s 
as  possible and thus enable the Governnie~lt, to acquire 
the property as cheaply as possible. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I want to support the re- 
marks of the honourable member who has just sat 
down. I think, Sir, he will admit that I have a little 
more expeeence in matters of this sort than he het5 
and I can assure him that what he has said is absolute- 
l y  correct. ' m e  Government is always paying too 
much for land because we advertise when we want to 
buy it. I agree with the honourable member that if 
we had negotiated privately for  this estate we could 
have bought i t  cheaper. Now, Sir, as regards the 
purchase of the Bay Estate I do not think there is 
anyone who would oppose it but I do hope that it 
will be used for the purpase for which it is bought. 
Unfortunately in the past this Government has 
bought properties for certain purposes and they have 
not always been used for those purposes. We have 
instances like Weymouth, Erdiston, the Pine planta- 
tion and so on. I should also like to give this note 
of warning: Every time this Government buys land 
in  a parish it results in a decrease of the revenue of 
that parish. Honourable members will realize that  
the  purchase of the Bay Estate by the Government 
will be a hard blow to the parish of St. Michael as  
f a r  as  its revenue is concerned and i t  is not unlikely 
that the parish will have shortly to come to the Gov- 
ernplent and ask for help by way of funds to meet its 
.commitments. As regards the housing scheme I sup- 
pme that the senior member tor  St. Joseph has not 
had time yet to consider the laying out of this pro erty y. ,h, but I am not keen on honses being bu'l 
Government. I should like to see the A divid. 
ed into lots and rented on a lease of ( 9  years to 
persons who can build their own houses. I am 
not enamoured in seehg a whole row of houses 
built on exactly the same style. 1 think a man who 
is about to build his house should decide on his own 
;plan and take p i d e  in building his house according to 
his plan. Of course, there will have to be regulations 
for  the building of houses and persons will have to 
comply with those regulations but I do hope that we 
will not, as f have seen in  England, Canada and 
Trinidad, have a large number of unsightly houses, 
all built on exactly the same plan. No doubt, the 
advice of the Town Planner will be sought in  the 
matter. I was going to suggeist that we refer this 
Resolution to a Select Committee but I observe from 
the addendum that  this purchase is to be completed 
b y  the 28th day of February, 1947, and, therefore, I 

do not intend to hold i t  up  ; but i t  is a pity we have 
not had more time to put  forward our ideas to the 
Government in  this matter. 

Mr. ( B U N C K E R :  As I said when I seconded 
the motion for the passing of the Address, i t  is abso- 
lutely essential that the Government should acquire 
land of this kind whenever it possibly can and as 
much as i t  possibly can until we eventually have all 
the available land in  the community. But  I am one 
of those who regard this price which we must of 
necessity pay, if we cannot get the estate for  less, ars 
too high. And we oannot risk leaving it to a special 
jury to assess the value because we know what a 
special jury did when that land a t  Spencers was to 
be sold ; they assessed the value at 51,000 or more per 
awe. One cannot but deplore the attitude of land- 
owners in  this country in trying to extort from the 
Government, prices such a s  this we have before m 
today; i t  shows a lack of public spiritedness,-I am 
sure you, Mr. Chairman, will agree with me,-in not 
offeriny this estate to the Government for a 
humanitarian purpose a t  a figure much less than this. 

Mr. TALMA: I merely rise to congratulate the 
present CoalitCon Government on actually doing 
something constructive in  the shortest period of time. , 
I congratulate the chairman of that Committee 
and I hope that the policy laid down by the prese* 
government will be continued and .expanded, not only 
as fa r  ss  the suburbs of St. Michael's parish but  alsa 
as far  as  other parishes where similar schemes are  
needed are concerned. This reminds me, Sir, of 
an i l d d r ~ s s  of which I gave notice not long 
agq in connection with land settlement and 
seeing that the Government has sent down a 
Resolution a t  such an early date in  connection 
with the same matter I can feel more or  less assured 
<hat  some result will be attained, in  so far  as  my 
Address is concerned. There is only one other point 
in this addendum on which I want to be quite clear. 
I refer to sub-paragraph 5 of paragraph 2. I observe 
that the tenancy of the Wanderers Cricket Club 
and the Young Men's Progressive Club will continue 
to the 31st December, 1948, but i t  appears, under 
sub-paragraph 6 of the same paragraph, that the 
tenants in Bay Street, Beckles Road, and Culloden 
Itoad, whose houses and other buildings are annexed 
to the freeholds, will have the right to i m o v e  the 
buildings when their tenancies come to an end. 
Now, in the majority of these cases, the tenancy is 
weekly or monthly or quarterly or possibly half- 
yearly, so I think that in fairness to these small 
tenants a proviso like this should be added tc~ sub- 
paragraph 6 of paragraph 2 of the addendum:- 
"Provided the same does not terminate before De- 
cember, 1948." That will afford pmtection to th8 
small tenant who mag not be in a position to remove 
his house at the end of his tenancy. 

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think i t  is within 
our prerogative to amend the addendum. We have 
to deal with the Resolution. 

BZr. TALMA: I think, Sir, that I have succeeded 
in bringing my point to the attention of the Gov- 
ernment. I think i t  will prevent a great hardship 
on the part _of these poor tenants who will be forced 
off the land. 

Jlr. GALE : I too welcome this Resolution; lt 
i s  a I ~ I O V ~  in the right direction and I think that the 
Government has acquired one of the best localities 
in the parish of S t  Nichael for  the purpose of 
]lousing people. I would suggest that the Governdent 
in lag-inq out this property, lay i t  out 011 lines simi- 
lar t o  those which the City Council of Port-Of-Spain, 
lrinidad, observed in connection with the layling o u t  
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of Woodbrook area which they bought many years 
; $bat is. say, &tw aowtructhg p r o m  mdlo, they 

qa$+ W a v & A h  on a, W ~ y w  1- to. persew 
to build houses of certain v&aa in caartaia d&&ioBhl. 
E & x a m t  i&aB i@ h best, pro- 
@urs $o ba adopt& h @hag geoph h the @By 

iail %ub;lars$s. 
Mr. @W: Withb regad tio the P ~ B S F ~ S  ofi Blte 

~ a i 9 ~  ~ I X W ~ S -  for 8t. Ir9eiGp I would like to say 
WB perk@ he m y  be ~ight in wy&bg that BBe 
fih'v-e~t c ~ u h l  have bought this estate oheaper 
b.& 3 h does R& know, E can %ell him th& quite 2 
~mbe??.  @f l& &arks, since the Government ex- 
pmwd its intention tm purchase this property, went 
to t&e owner to prevent the Government from OWQ- 

&g it; W mueh SQ that I said on one occasion that if 
we have to pay &100,006 for i t  we must buy it. Inas- 
~ i c h  as it would appear that this price is extrava- 
g@ E have m* some calculations and I discover 
tW we are paying something like 6-k cents per 
squw foot as cmpparecl with the prices which have 
'bees charged for other areas. This estate contains 
>B3 mms and we are purchasing i t  for 5265,650; that 

s o m e t h g  like £566 a n  acre. Although the price 
ogpears to be exkravagant, yet in the interest of the 
p w p b  %he fii~uecmenb should purchase this estate. 
E W&, a l s ~  I&e to mid the honourable member 

one of %he measunes we had hoped to follow the 
Tsaissjltg of the b d g  IW& wad o Land Acquisitior 
Bill i-a ordes &a& thsi Glosernment would have powel 
$Q, pusc3hase a& ;h reawnable raie. There i 
nothing more say, e x a p t  to repeat that we appre. 
ck te  the aktibude of %he Government in this mabter 
a d  we hope Bhat soon-and very soon-there wil 
be a Bill before this Ebuse to give the Gcvernme-nt 
power to parchase land* without dificulty. 

Ms. CRAWFORD: Qbvioudy the last speaker 
does not appreeia$e the burden of my remafks and 
I want to explain to h h  exactly whaB I meant. 81' 
1 talked about was the procedure under which wi 
are acquiring this estake. The honourable m m b e ~  
was told that there is a possibili&y of the Bay E s b &  
being put  for sale. )He came into this Assembly ant 
moved an  Address upon the floor of this House ask 
ing the Government to acquire the property. 

T H E  CHA1R;RUN: I think I must draw tc 
the notice of the honourable member that the busi- 
ness before the House is a Resolution for a certair 
sum of money. I shall be very grateful if the honour 
able member will confine his remarks to the same anc 

go in for any extraneous matters. 
Mr. CRAWFORD: I am talking about the Res 

slation. I am explaining to the senior member foi 
St, Michael that instead of doing what he did, ht 
&wJd h a v e  

The CHAIRAZ4N: T&e matter before the Houst 
is aot what the senior member for St. Bfichael shod; 
have done but a &solution for a sum of money. l 
hilggest to the honourable member to c o n h e  his re 
l u ~ k s  to the Resolution and let us get on with thr 
business. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: ilse you sarggwting tha 
I arn not talkiug on the ResoluCion? 

The CHAIRMAN: The remarks which the hon 
w & l e  member is making result from the latitnd 
which was previously given by the Chair. 

MT. CXUW.O@B : I am making remarks i 
~9iphnation of Bbe rerolai~ks E made at .an earlie 
;sBaw because those remarks w a e  apparently unir 
teUi&&le to w u e  membsra who heard them. T saia 
$W instead of moving- 

The CMAIRNEAN: I tSa:bd~ h e  honz~uwble mem 
hlr Pd n~aking nemarks w&h are not blppreciated. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Only by you. The position 
is this. A member of the (House did not appreciate 
d a b  I. said. and I am try* to explain i t  ts him. 

TEE CHAIEMAN : Sfie honourable member 
has 9 job. 

Mr. @tlWFORD : And I am essaying that .job. 

wew and* E know as a f adhe r  facC Bhatc ba63j@30 
woulal haye been paid for i% long before the Govern- 
me& began its negotiations with +he @;owner. I, thme- 
kne,  could lzob let: the accusa t i s~  by ihe senior 
mewben for St. Michael, go  unchallenge& and Mow 
itr tto be felt perscns interested in  the sale of 
t& propsr+y would associatre kherc8elves with any 
inoxe tr, make the Government pay 11365,000 for it. 

The GHAIEMBS : The honourable member 
refers to an accusation by the se&r member for 
St. Xobael but I know of no accusatiol~ which that 
honourable member has made. 

Mr. M0,TTLEY: The inference t o  be draws 
from *he remarks of the senior member for Gt. 
Nichael is that after the Government actually de- 
cided to purchase the proper:y, q$te a number of 
people tried to get it. I can see from the nodding of 
your heacl, Mr. Chairman, that you a~prec ia te  that 

e. I 1mo:r that the solicitor engaged in 
property, as far back as three years 

t whaterer price may be offered for it, 
ould prefer the Government to own it 

for the benefit of the l~eople. As a businessman, I 
felt somewhat disappomted but I sd his reasoning 
and E see more c l e d y  now the reasoa why the Gov- 
ernment sho~lkd bny the pcoperty. I do not believe, 
in Che circumstances, that the price hrs  been fixed an 
S65.830. because the Government wants the propert j~ c 

and should be made to nay that price for it. 
Mr. GARNEB: M;. bhai&aa,-whib I am g+ 

ing to vote for this Res~lqtitio~ too feel that the price 
is too bigh. &65:OM) is a lot oE. moqey to gay fm 
arre-s of land! That IE g ~ j . n g  some. &d this %v- 
ernment not 1% ago dwing the last session t s e d  
to h a w  811 sorts of l a w  made to prevent peopb fyom 
bupiag land at  too high a price OF too &%ply. 



THE CHAIRMAN : 'lane hmourable meaiber 
must not make reerence to acts already done by this 
Chamber u ~ i e s s  $a is domg so for the gurpose ~f hav- 
ing those a c b  dt'aann~$f&. 'The honourable m e m h ~ r  
must not east any rekleotio~ upon what the Bowe b s  
previowd dpne. 

JZr. %AWE&: I will Jrmr r ~ w ,  338. 
Chairman, if you can &4w me any Wta ta t h 3  effect. 
I am spying that dwkg %$ l& swim Ws. Base 
sat  wound tbjg k b h  tqisg; 40 I s m  ta pwm+ut 
people from buyjag Zwd toa d w r b  W tw &a&. 
'That is what 5 am %d. is &we wy@& W 
aboqt that? ' T M  k+ 9 fwb Bhb @ve-en 
setting a psecedermt ww by buyieg this a & t e  tOO 
dccrlp. I k ~ e  a ri&t ba SW- that. 
d l ,  h$e $BQ@~Y W h ~ i r a y ~ s '  wketsc 
and a ~ f o w  ww will not Ixc a b b  b bup 
this ha& il %he @wm4lfdt puafdww- i& de-,. 

TE4E G H M m N :  $ & W e  members mwh 
lamp&& k ilag ~f the Chab hP. obseme &he 
E U ~  of The h s w m b l e  rnemb~ mwb WO 
rnalte any a@wion b aaay a& W&& has hew done by 
allis Esuse nrdess for +be purpose 03 b v h g  same 
* n n m .  

NP. BAWER: Ff the @hairman talks s e w  I 
will respect the ruling of &e @hair but if the CBair- 
m n  talks nonseme I cannoi: respwt We ruling of lhe 
Chair. 

TEE C-PEAI3XWAN: I wiif not sit here ~s Chrtir- 
man and let the hoasurable m e a e r  W e  remaipks of 
a a t  nature. 'Ithe h w w & l e  @&er mu& wjitMr%q 
the remark "I-f the Chairman talks sense". 

The junior member Eos E%. P h i 4  x e s u ~ , ~ ~ ,  l& 
seat. 

Nr. ADaMS (After a pause) : I should like to 
tell the juniox member for 8 t .  P . h i i l ~  B h t  B haye lost 
&QY ternpar w r e  o h ,  I S B P ~ ) P ~ ~ ,  &an any: othm q p a e  
bier of tbj, &owe buk wh& a qnember k spe&iag b 
i s  a d d r m i w  t b ~  CbraE~ wd m& m t z ~ m i J y  
Izcno~~u.itble member occupying %be C M .  E suggest 
to the honourable member w h ~  his ?y3m~0r km- 
poraltiZv to say that he lost his @wpm, witkdmw thtj 
remarli and let us get on wi th  the business befoxe ws. 
Surely any man c m  do that, let dam. m honourable 
member of this Msgse. 

Mr. C G A X F ~ :  While we have to b e a ~  in 
mind thak bhe haourable m m b m  wbo si-k in &he 
Chair must be respected a t  aW. k i ~ ,  get a t  the same 
time the ocaupant of the @hiS must see t~ it that 
his rulings are such *hat they cap be respected by 
cther honourable members ; be shoulct not give rulings 
which will give rise to occa&as of  this sopt. Now. 
Bute 125 of the Rubs  of the House says this: "No 
=ember may reflect upon any xote of the Eouse, 
except f o r  hhe purpose. of moving that such vote be 
resoihdeit:" A ~ p q e n t l y  t&at is wh& tbe Ghak 
had in mind when 6e made tbs o b s e c v a t i d  
he made but the h* noulable ~ e m b c r  1\11 my 2 ~ e d i a e  
lef4 WQS not xeterring to &W vote of house;  be 
vaa refezring t o  a, law of, the. lapd whi& was p-d 
dnriny the last session. If we are not to ref-el: IKI 
laws which we regwd aar Miltg, ilpppo-ogpn, whad; are 
we here for?  U is a ~ :  ~ ~ c h  fQr. &B Chain: to submit 
gqwefiulip 8s ih is for Dhe junim m e d e n  $cm St. 
milip. to clo so' 

ME. @&ENER.: (&e~, a long p a w )  : Mr. 
Gbairmam,-Wllilb Z dor npt- a w e  acsit;B. F u r  rd ihg  
I. a d p i b  thatt. F m&& have %@on, a li&h bit hott and 
said os~ ta in  Chings. @r #e %ke of, g&= on witB 
%e busipws of the l h s e  I will ;vi$hdtlvtiv n-hat 
3 h m e  saf9 (Gheem) : 

T33S CB&IQ&E&N : Before the hoopurihlc 
member carPim QB, I would: llka. to say that tbe 
Chair uareserwdlg accegtrr hjs wi@idrawrtl. and is 

vwy SQSP,V £W the w k o n  that paax h w e  eslused 
the hoa~urabtj qpetber tua qake  w b  remarks (Haar,, 
heas). 

Zr. G W E R :  Mr. Chairman,-Aa 1 was say- 
ing, 1 atill. behas t h d  thirJi priw &, trro kq$ aad 
d ibe Gouexmpest ia to set, tBs wEIjrsEe an4 d~ 
right thinq bx W. ~ ) s ~ p l &  of tjlk idmd it km liDtls 
it first and  foremost in ita bead that these kmds wUcb 
ii i s  buying a t  fab'wlom p k e s  w w e  b ~ w h  f ~ x  hi$- 
tZe or nothing d that t$o pd.?t wL& &@ @mimm 
c f these lauds are m a k i s ~  L hr tm wwk. W W  we 
seed in thjs isEand is a Laad M l a J s h  A&, W 

we cap acq;ulre laad, m b n ,  B%@ waaB it. Fw h 
stance, iE W are wiz&$ b ham bad jis)i 
the pwi& ~f St. P- me Re going &E give the 
owaers what they want for it? I think we &so k 
claaap ow  face^. right &m& when wa 
of b,~&y&g l a d .  IQ the h k  analysis, the 
cwns tL had; l.&@ l& tp the 
we sl10.u~ not pap j?abul~us -es for i$. The* 

L mew t(k be a 

d lw& i~ a e  country. I' may a mui8e i n  
reqecb h9 iff we are @ng. p'@@6%% 

!?W land! s&+%rae~t prrrposes we have lm lhhk &ue 
the prices we are paging for t.hem. 
&l%. &DAMS-: Mr. Cbairmm,-3 do a& &sire 

to say much bug. I capuot rally follow tJbz aqument  
of the junior member fir St. James. 'l?% ~rcrgerey 
aas adbert2sed' far sab Be&re even, &P ima I re- 
member, t41e senior member for St. Mcftrtel raised 
the quesbion in %his Bowe. We km,w tlr* gvew s p ~ t  
of land in  this i shnd whkh ?kw bgen W&? &wing tlie 
last five or six years ha% brought, a fa-~e price and 
the pwrehasers me pvepmed to say nothing because 
they feel that somebody dsewbm-in 11'inidad per- 
haps-is going t~ c m %  and give 54,080 or &5,00@ or 
m 0 9  for  %hem, What is the gooa, tlterefore, of re- 
m o ~ & ' n g  dCh 8he s d o r  member f ir  St. Michael 
o r  any otB& m m b e r  for saying that  the Government 
should be congrahkated on buying this property? 
I do not Chink E should r e ~ e a t  what I am about to 
say now but s e n i ~ r  member for  the City has, in 
erect, said the same thing. T was iqproached, as f a r  
back as November lash year, in my capacity not ns 
Ch&man of t&e Boushg Bbard but as a practking 
Barrister, concerning the purcliase of khe Bay Estate 
a sd  the flgure which was offered' a t  Chqt time was 
&150;000; so that w h e ~  any sug~est ion is maik about 
tbat being the pxice only a week before the question 
was raised in this Rouse. 1 can state that S0,000 was 
being offered three montbs MO. I cannot $ee how anv- 
body can be blamed for lettinq it be k n o m  that  the 
Gonernme~t is buying the property because it is 
human n a t u x ~  all over the wor?& to, make Goaerm 
ments. aqd Compalljes I i k  R ~ i l w a ~  C~mganies pay 
more for properties t.haa anybody else pays, Eawyers* 
in big couptries cau aTwaps hope to get more monw 
in railway cases than in a r q  atbm form of Im-ornotive- 
cases ancl juries are juries ~vIiet3er tliey Ixl in Alaska. 
o r  mcb:ba6ioa dr, not see tHaC bhe Government 
?eqerves apg credit .fox d ~ i n ~  whet is its 
d .  Let me tell thiq Coqlmiitee this. T%e 
nTynerq of the IS37 w ~ t d  £7@.80Ci 
fol. it mtJld t i e  Governqnb beat them d m v ~ ~  
b g$j,000,; that a e  l2$XpBF6 havs gained 5X4000. rw m ta mmb.ers of the Rou& than 



myself. When it is said of the Government, "Oh, 
you did well but you did wrong to pay so much for 
i t  ", let i t  be remembered that the Government had to 
t ry  and beat the owneys down to this price. As regards 
the ][land Acquisition Act, this Government is not 
going to take the credit for it, but a Bill was drafted 
during the regime of the last Government with the 
express purpose of preventing people from hitting 
the Government when they know that the Govern- 
ment is desirous of buying land. If you will pardon 
me, Sir, I would like to throw out the hint that later 
on the House may have to reconsider the Act that 
was passed to prevent exploitation in respect of land 
in Carrington Village became the Government has 
had to object to an assessment on the ground that the 
price was too high and on a Second assessment the 
price was higher still. Honourable members must re- 
member that as long a s  greed is one of the chief moti- 
vatiug powers in human conduct, so long will the Gov- 
ernment h a ~ e  to pay more for a thing than i t  is 
mortli. I got u p  to say that far  from the Gover11- 
ment having to pay S15,000 more we have saved 
S10,000 in this transaction. The junior member for 
St. Philip is entirely wrong to thing that he is a lone 
voice cryiug in the wilderness about these fantastic 
prices which are being given for properties to-day. 
L thoroughly agree with him, and other w.embers of 
the Government also agree with him, that they are 
too high. But when the Government is treating 
i ~ l t h  an owner, what is to prevent the owner from 
stating, unless he is on an oath of secrecy, that 
the Government is treating with him for such 
and such a price? What is to prevent an owner 
from telling a private individual "I have been 
offered £50,000; are you prepared to offer more?" and 
then go back to the Government and state that he has 
been offered 555,000 ? Unless the Government is pre- 
pared to resort to subterfuge, how can you stop people 
from releasing a higher price? I am glad for many 
of the things that are said to-day. I agree with the 
suggestion of the junior member for St. Michael in  
respect of the lease of the land for  99 years, so that 
people can feel that their children and grand- 
children will own the houses which they build 
and I hope that the Housing Authority will adopt 
the suggestion that that is the way to encour- 
age people to o ~ ~ n  their homes. I should like 
to add, in fairness to the Housing Board, that f orayears 
the Board has considered that the Bay Estate was 
absolutely necessary to the relieving of the congestion 
in Bridgetown but the Housing Board has not been 
officially aware that the owners were prepared to sell 
until about three or four months ago. I do not want, 
to appear to be detracting from anything other hon- 
ourable members are saying but I am very glad that 
there seEms to be genuine unanimity, not only with 
regard to the purchase of the Bay Etstate but  n-ith 
regard to what the conduct of the Government s h o ~ l d  
be i n  making use of i t  and what the conduct of the 
Clovernment should be in purchasing land in the 
future. I wish to assure the senior member for Christ 
Church and the junior member for St. Philip that the 
Government's attitude towards the out parishes is 
the same as it is towards the City and its suburbs. A 
Land Acquisition Act will come before this House 
shortly and I hope that honourable members, just as 
they are urgent about the improvement in the conduct 
of buying land by the Government, will pass that Bill 
within R short time after i t  is brought to the House. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I do not want to prolong ?hi., 
debate but in fairness to myself 'C t i r l ~ t  make *L £CV 
more observations. When I accepted the Chairmnn- 
ship of the Committee which reported on this mattel., 
~ n y  instructions were that the property c ~ u l d  be na- 

quired for %50,000. The Committee regarded it as 
a bomb-shell when they were told ihat the O W I ~ S  

wanted 2375,000 and eventually agree& to aewpt 
&65,000 under protest because they felt that 
Government is being taken for a ride. So W ~ L W  I 
say that the Government has had to pay rE15,000 m o ~ ?  
than i t  should ordinarily pay I said it with a l u l l  
sense of responsibility. Within one week the pr:m 
went up  about 50 per cent. I regret that the senior 
member for St. Joseph does not agree with me on this 
point but certainly if, as we have to do in future, we 
are acquiring not only properties but plantations, i t  
will be f a r  better for us to approach matters with as 
much secrecy as possible, rather than naking a "l- 
ginning on the floor of the House. The fact eh t  
this property was advertised does liot mean that it 
is known that the Government was interested; i t  
could be advertised for five years aud nobody wok!c! 
know that the Government is interested. But t h j  
moment we come here and give an open cheque to 
the Goverament, arc we not giving the land sharks 
an opportunity to offer more? That, I think, is patent. 
I am hoping that we vi l l  iwq~ire several properties 
and plantations and wen  sngsr factories before ~ai.4 
session ends and I suggest that if any honourable 
member hears of any of these to be sold, the correct 
procedure, in my opinion, is to go about the ma,t,x 
as  quietly and as secretly as possible and only come 
to this I-Iwse after evevything has been negotiate.1 
and settled. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass is 
put and resolved in the affirmative without divisio l. 

SUPPLEMEXTARY RESOLUTION TOWARDS ERECTION OF 
NEW PAY WARD AT QENER-4L HOSPITAL. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: The next Resolution seeks to  
grant the sum of %5,063 from the Public Treasury 
(to be subsequently refunded from loan funds) to 

supplement Resolution No. 17 of the 13th February, 
i945, towards the cost of crecting a new Pay Ward A. 
at  the General Hospital. 

When the new Pay Ward A was about to be built, 
the Government made a grant of 233,150 to the Mos- 
pital Board to be added to the sum of S2,956 in  the 
hands of the Board from the Austin and Fitz Thornss 
bequests of $31,000 and S956 respectively xnd 
S1,000 from the reserve funds of the Hospital ; those 
sake a total of $36,106. This Resolution asks for n 
further sum of $35,063 which, together with $56,106, 
makes a total of $311,169. The Hospital Board lelt  
that the amount of money which was being spent for 
this purpose was rather high, so they had a survey 
made by the Public Works Department and i t  was 
discovered that there was a shortage of approximate- 
ly 8.000 sq. f t .  of timber. They were unable to 
secure the required sizes and, further. there wa5 n 

30 per cent. of the ten test which v a s  used, 
rtain alterations in the plan. That is the 

he Board has to come back to the HOITS~? 
itional 335,063 to complete the erection 

of the Pay  Ward. I beg to move that this Resolution 
do now pass. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to second. 
T H E  CHAIRMAN: The question is- 
Mr. WILKINSON: Excuse me, Sir. The membex 

of the Government expect to be criticised on this and 
1 would not like to disappoint them. Honourable mem- 
bers must have passed by the hospital and seen this 
tnilding. I f  this estimate is correct-and I have no 
reason to suppose that i t  is not correct-that building 
will be costing S11,169. My gracious! Can you 
think of a greater mismanagement of affairs than 
that? It is supposed to be a ward of a hospital and I 
have noticed that a very steep and narrow staircase 
leads to it,-a staircase up  which i t  will be extreme- 
ly difficult to take a stretcher case. I n  my opinion 



the whole building is the result of a mistake. The> 
made a mistake in the first instance and if they de. 
cided to scrap the building and start afiesh, it would 
be cheaper in the long run. That Luilding was being 
constructed for more than a year and really, Sir, tc 
ask us to vote this 235,063 to complete what, I think 
will be an unsatisfactc.ry building is asking too much 
I understand the honourable member who introduces 
the Resolution to say that it has beeu disecvered that 
8.000 sq. ft. of the lumber was stolen but I am afraid 
that that lumber was not the only thing which was 
stolen and that has resulted in this building costing 
the sum of g11,169. You, Sir, know something about 
building and you could never have anticipated 
that a building of that size would cost £11,169 
We want a little more information before 
we can vote this money. I would like t o  
know whether the Hospital Authorities are satis- 
fied that if this building is completed, i t  will serl-e 
the purpose for which i t  is intended. From what I 
have seen, Sir, it does not look at all so to me. 

Mr. GALE : Mr. Chairman,-I quite agree with 
every word that the junior member for St. James 
has said. I think that it is a scandal to come to this 
House and ask for &5,063 to complete a building 
which was originally estimated to cost 936,106. When 
that building was started, materials were obtainable 
for very much less than they can be obtained to-day 
and yet i t  has not been completed. That wooden 
structure has been there for nearly two years, un- 
opened and deteriorating rapidly. I do not know 
who is responsible for looking after the buildings at 
the hospital but it certainly seems to me that some- 
thing is absolutely wrong at that institution. A build- 
ing which was estimated to cost S6,000 nearly two 
years a$ is unfinished to-day and 'we do not know if 
the amount which is now asked for will complete it. 
I think, Sir, that this matter needs an investigation 
sud a lot of explanation. 

&fr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman,--I wonder if 
any member of the Hospital Board can deny this 
statement that I am about to make, that is, that this 
bsilding is nothing but a death trap. Anyone who 
walks into the hospital premises will appreciate these 
facts: the tercentenary ward set apart with palatial 
surroundings to accommodate the higher-up and bet- 
ter-off people in this country,-people who can afford, 
eeonomically, to pay for treatment in it; then there 
are the free wards for the people in the lowest walks 
of life. Now, they have been constructing a ward 
for the middle class people who have been clamour- 
ing .for it for years and me are told that. 8,OW ft. 
of the lumber has been stolen or lost or has strapd.  
I am wondering who is responsible for this death 
trap ,and whether the people who are responsible 
for building i t  would have constructed it as they 
have done if they had to be accommodated in it. TO 
think of building a pay ward of that uatu 
the accommodation of middle class people spf: 
not find words to express my feeling in thg matter. 
I understand that factory engineers were engaged 
to build this ward; persons who know absolutely 
cothing about even building a chattel house were 
put in charge of the building of this ward. If a 
proper builder, Sir, had been selected to build this 
pay ward A, we would have been in a very different 
position to-day. Like the junior member for St. Mi- 
chael, I wonder if this amount which is now asked for 
will complete that building. I t  is not so stated in the 
addendum but the junior member for St. John was 
\-em frank in telling us that 8,000 ft.  of the lum- 
ber has been stolen. I want to know somethinq more 
about that. I vant to know whether that timber 
was delivered a t  all and whether it was stolen from 

the  hospital premicles. What meam .have been 
adopted to prevent a recurrence of this shortage? 
Was there a Clerk of Works on the spot to see the 
Iumber delivered? Has this 8,000 ft. been deliver- 
ed at all? Has It been stolen from the premises? 
All those things I would like to know. The con- 
struction of this building was started two years ago 
and it has not yet been completed. Still people 
who need accommodation at the hospital are being 
told day after day "No Room" and while this 
building remains uncompleted, masons and car- 
penters with whom I come in contact are tell- 
ing me that they cannot get work. I am not in- 
clined to vote this money to-day, at least not un- 
til I have had some satisfactory explanation as to 
where this lumber has gone and am told who is 
responsible for this death trap. I am sure tliat 
none of the members of the Hospital Board would 
like to be placed in it if they were ill. 

Mr. WARD: I rise to move the postpone- 
ment of this Rsbolution because, ss the honourable 
~ ~ r ~ b e r  who b,ae j& spoken said, we do nob know 
whether the 8,000 feet of lumber was stole 
it has disappeared in the foundation of 
which was. being laid for a long time. The people who 
are responsible for this building will have to give us 
some explanation before they can push it down our 
throats that it is worth $11,619 today. Mmt people 
know that everybody tries to make something out of 
the Government; everybody tries to steal from the 
Government if they can. We should have some in- 
formation as to how mucb! of the materials has been 
stolen and as to who is responsible for the erection 
of this building or this shortage of lumber; whether 
it was delivered short from the store or ww taken 
from the hospital itself. That building in my opinion 
presents a most objectionable sight to anyone who 
visits the institution. The people who are responsible 
For building i t  have no knowledge whatever of con- 
structing buildings. I,  like the senior member for the 
City, regard it as something similar to a death trap 
and I feel that a bnilding for the accommodation of 
sick people should be a very much better building 
than this is. People are willing to pay for treatment 
in that ward and I, as a member of this House, am 
not at all satisfied with the way in which i t  has been 
constructed. I am not voting for this Resolution 
unless I can get some proper information as to why 
we should vote this 535,063, and unless I am satisfied 
that i t  will complete the building. A few weeks ago, 
there mere some buildings belonging to the American 
people in the market and this same Hospital Board 
said that they wanted some of those buildings for 
the purpose of establishing pay wards. I feel that 
Re must get more information in this matter. I move 
that this Resolution be postponed and I counsel other 
honourable members to vote for its postponement. We 
are not experts; we are laymen but even a layman 
:an see that there is something wrong in connection 
with the construction of this building. Eight thou- 
$and feet of lumber has been sucked up by the earth 
W has blown away; so we n-ant to know where it has- 
gone. 

Mr. HAYN'ES: I rise to second the postpone- 
ment of this Resolution and I think that other 
honourable members should certainly support 
the postponement of it. I have heard a lot of 
talk about wasting money on the Bay Estate 
but that is nothing when compared with what 
has been wasted on this building. This is scandal- 
ous. My idea, as regards the postponement, is 
this: should have something concrete brought 
to this (House in the near future, that is to Say, they 
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should arrange with a propm bai%lt~ t6 ti~ish &tit 
bruilding for 61 erkk -sum af Ilaaey md wWfi W 
&all lzave voted that lnUtle'y we d l  lfnrYw what, the 
completion of the h i l d i g  is going to cwt. f. am look- 
ing to see that not onIy S 5 , W  will be reqaired this 
gear but that by this time nest year another S5,00t) 
will be asked for to rotnplete that buiiding, I thihk 
thot if we do not nip this matter in the bud at an 
early date and pay scomebody a proper price -to finif& 
this building, we will not know where we stand. This 
happens to be the second saandstlous building thst 1 
have had the privilege to discnss in this House, Some 
I-rmourable members will remember the Camava %c- 
tory, and that when we araw the accounts, the estimtbte 
for the erectioa of %hat bctory wtts a -re &a bite 
to what it actually cost. This is the second of such 
1,uildings and 1 am afraid that un1?ss this Besolution 
is postponed for a recl.;-bottom esbmate to complete 
this building to be put before us, we will not know 
\:here we are. I am counc;elling honourable members 
-not that I 1-al1t to see the hospital suffer because I 
ngree that they need more romn--to postpone thh 
Besolution, so that a proper oornactor e m  be asked 
to submit an estimate for its canlpletion and let uq 

t we have to spend. I, therefore, be& to 
seconu the motion a£ the senior member for St. Luq .  

&1r. TAUMA: Mr. Chairmn,-lt is very sur- 
p r i s i~g  to hear such remarks b&g made by oertein 
Inembere of tb;s Chamber who were in the positiolt, 
more or less to make ~uggestiolls or critx;$e in the 
manner in which they do, nat oaly to-day but since 
the 13th Febuary, 1945, when thie bulildry: was fil*st 
started. It is only now we are having criticisms which 
could have been made at a much earlier date. Ia I: 

because they did not consider the interests of the 
type of patients who will take advantage of the facili- 
ties aEered in that building? It is because they can 
ea~ily pay $8 or $10 a day in the tercenteaary ward? 
It would seem that the interest* of the lower ones wh) 
can only pax 5/- a day me not considered. Unless this 
money is voted, the 'building will stay there and rot 
and a greater loss wfill be entailed. When the honour- 
able junior member for St. Jarmes speaks about this 
building costing 2211,619, he forgets that S2,966 
of that amount is in the form of bequesb; 
that is not Government's money. This build- 
ing was started since February, 1946,-two yeura ago 
-and all honourable mmbers on my left, ~ ~ i t h  ohe or 
two exceptions, had all the opportunities to censure 
the Government and yet they d i d  nothing. I t  is only 
now we are hearing ceneures and castigations are being 
made; so I counsel honourable members to p ~ s s  this 
~ 0 1 ~ t I i o n  to-day. 

Mr. COX: Mr. Chairman,-I am going to ap- 
peal to honourable members and ask them to realize 
that they onTe a duty to the people of this cotlntry. 
Anybody who takes a;ny interest ,tin the administratioll 
or woI/king of the hospital will realize that the position 
there is very cvitical. There is absolutely no spacc 
available for the accommodation of the present 0,. 
potential patients. The construction of this build- 
ing was started mare or less under a different 
Board sometirne ago; it was only recently that 
nwmbers like myself had the privilege of assist- 
ing in administering the &airs of the hospital; 'if, , 
;Mterrlore, 'blame lis to be attached it eannot be wholly 
attached to U% because the ms,iority of 11s more or less 
were not on the Board from the start of the building. 
1 ~wu~.! like to suggest that we pas  tZlis Resolution 
in '-lte~est of the patiehts who will be plad to be 
relieved of their mental si~fferirr~. As I said before 
the hospital has nutqronm its capacity to accolxmo. 
Gate patients and the longer we stay to pass that 
money the worse it will be for t&e people ets a whole. I 

w&hg honourable members to %etv the matter 
&rm tllat angle and mpport this Eet4oltltiol.1. As the 
denier member for Ohmt Church &as sud,  ~f we da 
not pass ;this Resolution, the baildiag will be rottihg 
zmd nothmg will be done to reliew the present c o b  
mioh.  

Mr. ADAMS: I do not wmt to anticipate any- 
thing the honourable member iin charge of thls 3eso- 
ltrtion may say but I do not suppose ~ y b o d y  in this 
Irlouse uan say any thing stronger than any other mem- 
ber of the Government may say. I heartily agree with 
the s d o r  member for Christ Church. Let us pass 
this Besolution a* then have the most searchkg en- 
quiry imaginable. Honourable members know thet 
this Goverment lis not to be blamed for the state of 
affairs a t  the hospital but that will not stop an inves'ii- 
gatiofi even though their social and professional 
friends may be shown up. That is all I mmt to say. 
I counsel honourable members in the interest of the 
middle class who are going to be patients in t&t 
building, to pass this Resolution and then I should 
like to see thc 1:10st thormgh investigation take 
place eveb if it reaches the Law Codrts. 

Xr. WARD: I am not against the finishing of 
the building but f r m  what we know about this Gov- 
erlmcnt us scon as we pass this money that is the 
end of the matter. I must correct the senior member 
h r  Christ Church who said that this Resolution has 
nothing to do with the Central Government a t  all and 
that the rioney belongs to the Hospital Board. If the 
idea is that because we m n t  the building to acconi- 
modate patients we should spend E1,000,000 and let 
everybody carry away everything I em not in agree- 
ment with that. We should have everything done arr 
efYieientlp as possible for the Government. Alt,hough 
I would like to seee the building completed I feel t h ~ t  
the procedurr of voting thie money to-day and having 
an enquiry afterwards is wrong. I feel that if the 
money is voted, the Wospitd Board will lmgh at this 
House and say "We have the money and that is d 
we are concerned about." I myself am sympathetic 
towards the ~a t i en t s  but a delay of two or three weeks 
cannot affect them. That building has been left un- 
finished for almost a year and they have now come 
for thk mohey to colnplete it. I feel, Sir, that we 
shoulcl postpone this %solution for two or threc 
medks at least and get more information in this mat- 
ter. As the senior mem'b'er for St. Andrew has salid, 
t h c ~  r n n v  come back for another £3,000 and say that 
tlijs R5,000 canriot complete the building. we cannot 
take thcir word; let us have the enquiry befqre we 
~ o t e  this money. 

31r. BLACK&lAN: Nothhg will be gajned by 
postponing this Rmolution even for two minl~tes, to  
say nothing of postponing i t  for three ~ e e k s .  IT am ' 

o read from a letter from the Hospital Board. 
July, 1946, an the subject of tfreiir appll- 

the grant of the additiodal sum which is 
complete the constructidn and equiptnlent 

of the npw Pay Ward "A". It states inter alia :- 
"When the proposal for the erectlion of the new Ward 
was comidaed Mmrs.  Law and Oonnell advised the 
Board to cc~s tmct  the building O f  timber as the con- 
atmetion of @One won16 necessitate heiavy expenditwe 
0x1 the Qou~~dIbZiion on &econnt of the nature nf the 
tzrcrlmd at  f h ~  rrite. The sketch alan of the building 'h 
timber had bean mepared at the Boazld'a reqacst bv 
fi member of the T'owrl Planning Department of D& 
veloprnerrt and Welfwe in the West Indies m d  m 
this d a n  Messrs Law and Cmnell estlimat~d the c o ~ t  
of the  hn~'1rij1i.r at £4 500 and undertook to prepare 
mrlzine rirsw'ngs snd s u ~ @ ' ~ " ~ i n e  the ~on$tmw+inn fnt' 
7 per cent of the total nwt of the bdlding." Well yot~ 
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have heard who oonstructed the building; that it was 
S constructed of timber purcha~ed from lumber mer- 

chants in Bridgetown and that a memb'er of the Tow11 
P"- Planning Department drew the plan. 

The letter goes on to state :- "The reasons given 
by Messrs Law and Connell for the increase of the 
cost from £4,500 to £8,500 are stated in my letter of 
the 29th May, 1946, and in adaition to these ~casons, 
it appears that the original estimate was inadequate." 

As soon as that was discovered, the Hospital 
Board had the Publ4c Works Department make a sur- 
vey of the building and this is what the Assistant t~ 
the Colonial Engineer says :- 

"A careful survey has been made of the 
building, drawings, and quantities of materials 
used and this survey discloses that 

" (1) There is a shortage of approximately 
8,000 sq. f t .  of timber. This figure is arrived 
a t  after making allowance :o cover the reduc- 
ing of large timbers and bolting together of 
small size timbers owing to the difficulty of 
obtaining specified sizes. For  example, R & 8 
siding had to be cu' from undressed boards, the 
rabbit and spring was done by hand labour a t  
an additional cost of $144 (labour only) and the 
difference in material lost through this one un- 
foreseen difficulty amounted :o 2,000 sq. ft .  of 
board. 

" (2)  Ten test. The inability to secure re- 
quired size sheets has resulted in a wastage 
of 30 per cent. There is a collection of ends 
which cannot be used in 'he completion of the 
work. 

" ( 3 )  Alterations to the original plan in- 
clude (a) enlargement of the kitchen, (b) the 
removal of the office to the west verandah, (c) a 
dormer roof to accommodate the gear for a lift. 
The framing for this lift has been constructed 
but :he open spaces have now been closed with 
pitch pine floor. (a) the provision of concrete 
tile covered floors in six Moms (tiles for which 
have been purchased), (e) alterations (a ) ,  (b) ,  
and (c) were made after the original plan had 
been carried out and necessitated shifting of  
two partitions and alterations to floors &c. 

" (4) Fo"undations of piers. The actual 
cost of building 42 piers and of flights of stone 
steps is £524. 16. 4. This, in my opinion, is 
expensive. " 
I do not think there is anything else I need say. 

What I have just read to you was submitted by the 
Public Works Department and they are prepared to 
complete the construction of the building for the 
money which is now being asked for. 

Mr. WILKINSON : When did the ~ u b l ~ s  
Department submit 1how figures? 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I n  September lasti year. 
Mr. WILKINSON: Those will be all wrong 

now. Any honourable member knows that figures 
given in September last year are out of the question 
to-day. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Whether this is a legacy 
handed over to the present Labour Board or not 1 
would resign if 1 were a member of it. Imagine 
Mr. Chairman, the Rospital Board allowing engineem 
to tell them that the reason why they should 
construct this building of stone is because the 
foundation would be too expensive! Imagine a Per. 
son talking about expense where the health of th( 
people is concerned! I f  i t  was sugeesed that it wan 
impmctical to have laid a foundation on that  site 
I could understand a statement of that sort but t( 

ell me that it would be too cos'ly to lay a founds- 
ion is nonsense. Honourable members of this Board 
,eem to forget that we have the right to criticize. 
Jow, Sir, 30 per cent. of the ten-test has been 
vasted. Imagine tha'?! Well, a Board which could 
tllow an engineer to advise them that  it would be too 
bxpensive to lay a foundation for a building and 
hen waste 30 per cent. of the ten test purchased 
re, in my opinion, fit inmates for the mental hospital. 

am serious about this. I am glad that the junior 
nember for S+. John has pointed out how much is 
)aid to the firm of engineers who constructed this 
juilding because 7 per cent. is not too much to pay 
'or the drawings and supervision of the work. Be- 
Iore I decide to vo'e for this Resolution I would like 
o know whether these same engineers are going to 
:omplete the building, whether it is going to be run 
mder the same administra'ion and whether there is 
i likelihood of more lumber being stolen. Now the 
work is not finished and later on we may be told 
'hat this 7 per cent. is included in the total cost ~f 
.he building. I want the members of the Government 
-0 tell me whether that is going to be so o r  not. 

Nr. BLACKMAN: I will read another para- 
graph of the letter from the Hospital Board. I t  
dates: "Messrs. Law and Connell have agreed to 
:harge for +heir services only 7 per cent. of the 
riginal estimate of £4,500 and including this 
sharge, their estimate of the cost of completing the 
nnilding is forwarded herewith." Messrs. Law and 
Connell will be paid 7 per cent. of the original 
h i n a t e ,  not of the entire cost and, as I have said 
already, the work is to be completed by the Public 
Worlcs Department and not by Messrs. Law and 
Connell. 

Mr. DOWDING : Mr. Chairman,-I cannot agree 
that this Resolution should be passed to-day. I t  is 
a blatant effort on someone's par t  to swindle the 
Government. Now, Sir, to say "Go ahead; take this 
money", we are _more or less saying to the person 
who is_ responsible "You are O.K.; you are free." 
The senior member for  St. Joseph has suggested ?hat 
we investigate afterwards but  I am suggesting that 
to do so would be putting the cart before the hors;. 
What we should do is CO have the investigation now, 
find out who is responsible and it may be that we 
may noL have to grant this sum of money a t  all. 

Xr.  CRAWFORD: It is no use hiding the fact 
that the state of aEairs which has been revealed is 
unsatisfactory. I am glad, as  has been point- 
ed out by the senior member for the City, that it 
is appreciated that this is a legacy to the present 
Labour Board who inherits it. A case has been made 
m t  for an immediate investigation and I counsel 
honourable members to agree to the postponement 
~f this Resolution. Public money is not found in 
the streets. Nobody is saying that the Resolution 
should be rejected because the building has to be 
completed. Either we are, by  inference, suggesting 
that we are in collusion with the situation or we are 
golng to be villing to agree that the matter be post- 
poned and have a fuller investigation. 

Mr. SPRINGER: Let me make a last appeal 
on behaIf of the poor, unfortu~nate citizens of this 
country who need beds a t  the hospital. It is all 
right to make academic statements about having an 
investigation but let us take into consideration firstly 
the needs of the population. Every bed in that hos- 
pital-pay ward or otherwise, is occupied. If we 
increase the capacity of the pay ward we automati- 
cally releaqe more beds for poor people as well as  
paying patients; therefore, let us have t,his building 
finished if we are not a ~ a i n s t  its completion. T t  will 



take several months to have an investigation and it 
is all very well to say that the building has been there 
unfinished for ~evera l  months, and that, therefore, a 
further two or three weeks' delay will make no differ- 
ence. I t  is open to the House to pass an Address to the 
Governor demanding an enquiry, if they like, and 
I would welcome such a step but let us pass this 
Resolution to-day to enable the Hospital Board to 
complets the building. I beg to moT7e, Mr. Chair- 
man, that you do now report the passing of one 
Resolution in Committee of Supply and ask leave 
to sit again. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question that the Chairman do now report 

the passing of one Resolution and ask lcare to si t  
again is put and resolved in the affrmative M-ithout 
division. 

'l'he House resumes and on the motion, of JIY 
ADAMS, seconded by Mr. Cox in each case, the Re+ 
olution that is passed in Committee of Supply is 
read a first and a second time and is agreed to. 

At  this stage, Mr. SPFAKER adjourns the House 
until 2 45 p m .  in accordance with Rule 40 ( a ) .  

SUSPENSION OF' RUGE 61 (A) 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, - I ask leave to 

move for the suspension of Rule 61 (a)  in order to 
resume Government Business. I should like to say 
that I merely intend to attempt to finish the con- 
sideration of the Resolution with which v e  were 
cltalino tbic morning. 

There being no objection, the hon. member was 
granted leave to make the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (a)  
be suspended in order to resume Government Busi- 
ness. 

Dr. Cr r ivm~s  se: wiied the molicil which xar 
npreed to. 

AUDITOR FOR SUGAR INDVSTRT 
AGRICULTURAL BANK. 

3b. SPEAKER: Tkiore I lenve the Chair. I 
should like to inform the House that an Auditor has 
to be appointed for the Sugar Industr-  Agricultural 
Rank. An Auditor is appointed annually as soon 
as possible after the beginning of the Bank's finan- 
cial year. The Rank's financial year began in July 
last year, no Auditor has yet been appointed and 
the Rank's Report will be dealt with shortly. 

Mr. ADAMS: I suggest that some member of 
the Bank should make a motion. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: If the matter has not got 
to be settled to-day, I can make enquiries and come 
prepared to deal with the matter next Tuesday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I t  is a matter for the House. 

RESUMPTION O F  COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Nr. SFEARER: RTen the adjournment took 
place, the Rouse was in Committee of Supply. 

3rr.  PEAKER ER lef: the Chair. and the House 
resumed Committee of Supply, hlr. RAMSAY being 
in the Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House was in 
Committee of Supply before the adjournment, W 
were considering a Resolution to grant the sum of 
£5,063 from the Public Treasury (to be subsequent- 
ly  refunded from loan funds) to supplement Reso- 
1l;tion No. 17 of the 13th February, 1945. towards 
the cost of erecting a new Pay Ward a t  the General 

Hospital. The honourable senior member for St. 
George was speaking. 

lrlr. Sb&lNG.tSR: Mr. Chairmaa,-I was 3- 
nlakmg an appeal to honourable member6 to the eft'ect 
that whatever decision is taken about the desirabil- 
ity of an enquiry being made, -U we have to de- 
zide to-day is whether we agree that  this building 
should be finished or not. If we are going to have 
an enquiry, we can pass an Address here and now 
zalling upon the Government to have the enquiry; 
but I do not think that we would be justified in 
delaying the completion of the building because it 
is greatly needed. It is true that several months 
have passed bince work on the building was stopped, 
but there has not been any unnecessary delay. When 
the Hospital Board approached the Government giv- 
ing certain information, the Public works Depart- 
ment was asked to make a survey and give an esti- 
mate. As a matter of fact, the estimate given by 
the Public Works Department was higher than that 
given by Messrs Law &- Connell on behalf of the 
Board. Further than that, only last week we had 
the estimate made by the Pubic Works Department 
confirmed bp the Colonial Engineer, and, in  his 
opinion, i t  should be adequate for doing the work. 
Ii'urtbrl &!ay of courbi v-ould probably mean that 
the estimate will have to be increased. However 
much honourable members may be of the opinion 
that the building should be scrapped, I counsel them 
to vote for the passing of this Rwolution to-day. 
If,  on the other hand, honourable members are dis- 
satisfied with the work of the parties concerned iu  
reepee' of this bnildi~;,~-alid I t h b k  that none OF 
us at  all is satisfied with the parties responsible for 
doing a good job-let us pass an  Address calling 
upon the Government to appoint a Committee of 
Enquiry. Of course. that will mean that certain 
people will be held up-rightly or  wrongly is a mat- 
ter of opinion-to public opprobrium, and if they 
deserve it. that should be done. I conclude as I 
began. in +he in~~lres t  71 the patierlb; who are in an 
ove~-rov-cl-c! bui'dinc. ' FRY let us isis11 this build- 
inq as soon as possible if me are goinq to finish i t  
a t  all. T v-onld likq to emphasize that i t  has been 
decided at the request of the Hospital Board. I think 
-T a m  not sure as to whether it was a stipnlation 
h r  the Government-at any rate i t  ha% beei agreed 
that the work is to be finished b r  the Public Work.; 
Department which has a staff ~ h i c b  is supposed +p 

be capable of do in^ work of this sort. 
Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I cannot agree with the 

last speaker that we should have an enquiry after 
paying out the money; I think that we should have 
this enquiry before paying out the money. This is 

a legacy, and i t  is a criminal matter 
been spent. I f  we 

Resolutio~~ to-day, me are not 
i t  will be censuring 

the Hospital Board, something which they deserve. 
Some of the lnrmbers of that Board are new members. 
others are old members and they should take their 
licks as men. 

Mr. SPRINGER : I do not like to make replies to 
speeches of this sort. '!&e honourable member says 
something about cenruring the Hospital Board. but h,? 
is quite wronz. I have a certain sense of loyalty t9 
Boards to which I belong, and I am not going to stand 
in public and condemn the running of the Board. The 
enquiry can be carried out, and I am confident that 
vhen i t  is carried out, the members of the Board will 
not be held in any way responsible by the public. I 
cannot say any more than that. I would like to re- 



n i n d  the hon. mem-ber that if and when a vote is 
taken, i t  will not be a vote of censure on the Board. 
If an Address were passed calling for a public en- 
quiry, I think that the honourable member would be 
sorry because some of his friends would be hurt. Wheli 
i t  comes to the question of censure, the Board has the 

right to defend their character, responsibility and 
t~fficiency, at  least. When the honourable membel: 
talks about censuring the Board, of which I am a 
member, I should like to ask him to place the blame 
mhere i t  belongs. I am contendiilg that these two 
things are not bound topcther; if we agree that the 
building should be finished and that the enquiry 
should be made, we have not got to finish the building 
after making the enquiry; we can do both things in 
the proper order. If, on the other hand, the argument 
can be followed that we should decide to spend this 
money only after the enquiry has been made, then the 
honourable member is right. Rowever, I cannot see 
how the result of the enquiry can decide whether we 
should finish this building for public use 01- vhether 
we should leave i t  half finished. Thatever be the 
result of the enquiry, the spending of this money is 
for the benefit of the public. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: After listening to the 
honourable member, I think that an enquiry is more 
necessary. He seems to kno~v something that should 
come out in public. I think that this Resolution should 
he postponed until we have this enquiry. 

Mr. WARD: 1 feel that i t  was the duty of the 
Hospital Board to make an enquiry, if they knew 
that something was wrong, before they came to the 
House to ask for this money. If the Board feel that 
something is wrong, they should give the House the 
opportunity to ask that an enquiry be carried out. 

Mr. SPRINGER : 1 am not suggesting that there 
has been any d5falcation or anything of the sort ; I 
say that certain people who hold themselves up to the 
public as professionally coiupetent would probably 
prefer not to have too much of a fanfare about exam- 
ples of their incompetence. There is nothing that an 
enquiry woald disclose in general terms that has not 
been mentioned by the honourable junior member 
for St. John. I t  would more underline, accentuate 
znd spread to a wider number of people what has been 
stated simply by the honourable member. That is the 
cnly purpose that i t  could serve. Vhen the Hospital 
Hoard heard that the money was overspent, they called 
for an enquiry as to the cause of the overspeilding 
and the facts were told. Mr. Clarke, the contractor, 
x-as there and he made an estimate as to the aniounL 
of lumber there and the matter was reported to th- 
Government. The Board asked the Pnblic Works 
Department to give an estimate and they did so. We 
also had an estimate from Messrs. Law & Connell. 
The estimate given by the Public Works Department 
v a s  greater than that given bp Messrs. Law & Connell, 
and the Board asked the Public 
finish the job. An enquiry will not disclose a 
facts, but it ~vill  show the people who 
I n  my opinion, i t  is more in the interest of t& colony 
that the blame should remain where i t  is. When the 
honourable senior member for St.  James talks about 
censuring the Board, he is going too far in the cir- 
cumstances of the case. The honourable senior mem- 
ber for the City said that the Hospital Board should 
not allow people to cut up  ten/test and lose 30 per cent 

of the stuff, but that is b e y p d  the functions of the 
TIospital Board or any other Board. mTe have had 
estimates prepared by persons who hold themselves 
cut to the public as professional persons in this line 
cf work; we are told that we have to make a choice 
as between wood and stone; the professional people 
tell us that the building should be erected of wood, 
and what is the ordinary laymen tc  do but decide 
that they are going by the experts? If it Itas turned 

out that the experts were wrong, how are you going 
to say that the Board were wrong in following the 
experts ? After a certain lapse of time, i t  is reported 
that the money has run  out and the building is not 
finished. The Hospital Board were not supervising 
the erection of the building; we have people who are 
getting 7 per c_ent. on the job. How is the Board so 
negligent or criminal by placing confidence in the 
people who are doing the job ? The enquiry would 
show up  those people. As far  as the question of the 
cutting up  cd the material is concerned, I say that i t  
is not any part of the Roard's duty to supervise the 
work; that is not the duty or the power of any 
Board. No one would go over the heads of a body of 
professional experts to count the sheets of tenitest 
ceiling and decide whether the carpenters or super- 
+isors were given proper instructions; that is not the 
function of the Board, that is the function of the 
experts. If we have choseg the wrong experts, I sub- 
rnit that that is an  offence that should be forgiven. 
If people hold themselves out to the yublic with pres- 
tige as experts and we accept them as others have 
done in the past, we hardly think that we should be 
blamed when we find that they are not as competent 
as they profess to be. Unfortunately we were faced 
with this position, but we have done all that we could 
have done in the circumstances. When we were pre- 
sented with the original proposal, i t  was reasonably 
supported by people who should knoy their jobs; and 
when we were informed that the money was overspent, 
lie could only find out what the position was. The 
deed was already done. We have not gone back to 
the same people; Ire had a contract with them, and 
they have said that they do not want i t  any more and 
we have now to decide whether the building should be 
finished or not. We are unable to pay another set of 
experts ; we may not have any confidence in them. The 
position is that we either finish this building or we 
do not finish it. I counsel honourable members that 
there should not be any delay. The facts 
have been given; the whole course of the 
business has been outlinecl as fully as it 
should be, and if there is any specific item that can 
be given, we will give it. If there is any information 
that cannot be supplied, and it is essential informa- 
tion, then there would be a case for delay. On the 
whole, a vote of censure is not businesslike; I ask 
honourable members not to say, "I will postpone this 
Resolution because I have decided on postponing it." 
Let us take a statesmanlike view of the problem. We, 
as a Board of Directors of the island, should consider 
whether i t  is in the interest of the people of the island 
c.r not that we should have this building; we should 
decide once and for all whether we should have it or 
not. I f  i t  is necessary, then let us finish i t ;  if i t  is 
unnecessary, then let us get r id of it as soon as we can. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 have a very high regard for 
utterances made by the honourable senior member for 
St. George in this House, but I am not convinced one 
bit by his arguments. I quite apprzciate his loyalty 
to the Hospital Board. I should like to say that, as 
fa r  as I am concerned, the post.ponement of this Reso- 
lution is not. censuring the Board. My idea is, as 
the honourable senior member for St.  George has inti- 
mated, that an enquiry into this matter should serve 
a useful purpose other than exposing people. When 
I was elected here, I was elected with the definite 
understanding that if i t  were necessary to expose 
things, they would have to be exposed. Whether the 
people concerned are Messrs. Law & Connell or anyone 
else, if a proper investigation n:cans exposure, they 
must be exposed. Certain enquiries were made and 
it was discovered that there was a shortage of material 
as has been mentioned by the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. John, to the amount of 8.000 feet. What 
1 would like to know is whether the honourable senior 



rwmber for St. George can assure this Committee 
that after hding out that there, was a shortage, the 
Board took steps to discover how this shortage came 
about. They have found out that this 8,000 feel of 
lumber- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: A certain explanation was 
given for this shortage of material. Whether that 
explanation is not suf6ciLnt- 

Mr. MOTTLEY: What I am worried about is 
this, Mr. Chairman: if the honourable senior member 
for St. George can tell this Committee that, after 
making an investigation, the Hospital Board were 
quite satisfied that this material went as a r.sult of 
the cutting up, I would immediately decide to vote 
for the passing of this Resolution. The honourable 
member has told us that they made certain investiga- 
tions; but can the Board tell us  here and now that, 
as a result of the investigations they have discovered 
anything that would cause thcm to say to Messrs; 
Law & Connell "Your Contract or Agreement is now 
null and void, we will not pay because you are r~spon-  
sihle?" After all, we are voting the taupaycrs' money 
to carry out this job. I quite appreciate that an 
enquiry will expose somebody. We are not holding 
any enquiry if the Board are satisfied that they should 
not go any furth r. What I would like to find out 
definitely is whether thiy 8,008 feet of material went 
a? a result of bad cutting or whether i t  was actually 
stolen. Who is responsible for i t ?  After all, we 
have been told or i t  has bcen represented to us, that 
Messrs Law & Connell are actually paid 7 %  for the 
supervision of this work. If they are paid 7% for 
the supervision of this work, somebody ought to be 
responsible for the material which is ordered, and 
surely in a building of this size, 8,000 feet of lumber 
is too much to talk abcut its going in shortace. Mr. 
Chairman, the Hospital Board or Messrs. Law & 
Connell should be able to tell u s  that they have done 
so much in tFe circnmstallces as to satisfy this Com- 
mittee in ~loting this money. You may go as far as 
to say that Messns. Law & Co~nell are 
responsible for the state of affair, became 
 the)^ haye broken their Contract. The enquiry 
may reveal that this firm mas responsible 
for seeing that the material vas  there. &ly 
voting for the postponement of this Resolution is 
not censuring the Board, and I do not think that the 
honourable senior member for S t  George should 
recard i t  in that way. I t  is merely s a t i ~ f ~ i n g  this 
Ccmmittee that the money iq being well spent. We are 
not satisfied that the mcney is being  ell spent ~ rhen  
we are told that 8,000 feet of material has bcen miss- 
ing and nobody has bee i~  prosecuted for it. 

Mr  BLACKMAN: I would like to say that the 
Colonial De~elopment and Welfare Department must 
have been fairly satisfied with the explanation give11 
them, because they are going to pay this money. We 
are advancing the money but  i t  is to be refunded 
by them. 

Mr. MOTTTJEY: I s  that a correct statement? 
I n  other words, we are being told that the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Department has advanced 
this money, and it does not make any difference; 
me can vote the money. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: There is a motion before the 
Committee for the postponement- 

Mr MOTTLEY: I am just making an enquiry 
the honourable junior member for St. John has mad? 
a statement. and it must b- a statement of fact. He 
is responsible for the introduction of this Reso'ution 
and I am certainly entitled to know about this matter. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member is 
a t  liberty to answer or not. 

.tp" 
Mr. MO'L'TLEY: I take it that I have the right 

to ask also. 
dlr. CHAIRII.&i : I quite agree, and so has each 

honourable member. 
Mr. BLACKMAN: What I have said is in the 

Rtsolution. I may be mistaken as regards the Colo- 
nial Development and Welfare Dep'artment, but it is 
1:tated in the R solution that this money is to be 
subsequently refunded from loan funds. 

The question that consideration of this Resolution 
be postponed was put  and resolved in a "tie", nine 
honourable membens voting "Aye", and nine voting 
"No". 

The division was as follows :- 
Ayes: Dr. WESON, Messrs GARNER, MOIVPLEY, 

HAYNES, DOWD~NQ, C-, S. A. WALCOTT, WILKINSON 
and WARD- (9). 

Noes : D r  CUMMINS, Meslsrs SMITH, COX, MAPP, 
SPRINGER, ADAMS, BLACKXAN, TIALMA and iWr. 
SPEARER--(g). 

The CEIAIRIIIAN: The question has been 
resolved in a "tie", nine honourable members voting 
"Aye" and nine roting "No." I should very much 
like to vote for the postponement of the Resolution; 
of course, there is a peculiar Rule to which I do not 
at  all times intend to adhere, but the conditions that 
exist m w t  remain. I think that the ventilation of a 
case of this sort has done a tremendous lot of good, 
and I intend to vote that the Resolution be not post- 
poned. The question, therefore, has been resolved 
in the negative The question now is that this Res- 
olution do now pass. Honourable members in favour 
of that will dease say "Aye", those against will 
please say "No". I think the "Ayes" have it. 

A division was taken as follows :- 
Ayes : Dr. CUMMINS, Messrs. SMITH, COX, MAPP, 

SPRINGER, ADAXS, BLACKMAN, TALMA and Mr. 
SPEAKER-9. 

Noes: Dr. WILSON. Messrs. CRAWFORD. GARNER. 
XOTTLEY, HAYNES, DOWDTXG, GALE, S. A. WALCOTT, 
WILKINEON and WARD-10. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question has been re- 
solved in the negative, nine honourable members vot- 
ing "Aye ", and ten voting "No." The Resolution 
1s not passed. 

On ,he motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. 
CU~IMIKS, the CHAIRMAN reported progress with 
leave for the Committee to sit again. 

The House resumed. 

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR FOR SUGAR 
INDUSTRY AGRICULTURAL BANK 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Speaker,-With refer- 
ence to the question which Your, Honour raised 

in connection with the appointment 
uditor for the Sugar Industry Agricultural 

like to say that I have got in touch 
of the Bank and he says 'hat it 

is within the purview of the House to make that ap- 
pointment. I beg to move :herefore, that Mr. C. K. 
Pile be appointed as Auditor for the Bank for the 
ensuing year. 

Mr. HAYNES seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

CONSTRCCTIOX O F  TI lE BATHSHEBA- 
LAKES VILLAGE ROAD 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the last occasion a' Ques- 
tion Time, the honourable senior member for St. 
Andrew was speaking on the Replies given him tq  

his Questions No. 2 relating to the construc'ion of 



certain roads. Honourable Melnbers who have al- 
ready spoken are as follows :-The honourable senior 
member for St. Andrew (Mr. Haynes), the honour- 
able senior member for St. Lucy (Mr. Ward), the 
honourable junior member for S . Joseph (Mr. 
Smith), the honourable junior member for St. Michael 
(Mr. Gale), the honourable junior member for  St. 
James (Mr. Wilkinson) , the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph (Mr. Adams), the howurabk 
senior member for St. Philip (Mr. Crawford), the 
nonourable senior member for St. Michael (Mr. Cox) 
and the honourable junior member for S . Peter 
(Mr. Ramsay). The honourable senior member for 
St. Andrew was replying when the time for the con- 
sideration of Questions expired. 

Mr. HAYNES : Mr. Speaker,-In continuing 
my Reply, I would just like tp say that !here is no 
use carrying this matter any further. The m ~ t t e r  
has been ventilated as fa r  as ,he House is concerned, 
and I think the feelin? is that the Government; 
should realise that this road is necessary for the 
island. I n  !he circumstances, we are relying on the 
member of the Governmeilt who is in charge of 
matters relating to transport to bring up this matter 
hefore he proper authorities and get this road start- 
ed. As I have already said, the talk about not har- 
ing equipment and so forth i.s "bally-hoo". Since 
this debate started, I have had a talk with the over- 
Feer in charge of the St. Andrew group of roads; ; 
presume that he would have to look after this road, 
and he said this: "I am a young man who is will- 
ing to show myself, and I would be only too glad 
to undertake the supervision of this road and show 
that I can make a good job of it." Apart from that, 
the parish of St. Joseph has written to the Colonial 
Secretary offering their two rollers, Inspector, Super- 
visor and the labour force so as  to assist in putting 
this road in order. Under these conditions, I do no1 
see any reason for any further delay in the con- 
struction of this road. I am hoping that my words 
have not fallen on deaf ears and that the matter will 
I-eceive the immediate attention of :he Government. 
I now ask leave to withdraw my motion. 

31r. SPEAKER: The honourable member ;S 
asking leave to withdraw his motion. If there is no 
objection, the hononmbl n~ember will be grantei 
leave. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I raise a formal objection 
merely to say something which I wanted to say last 
week. Mention was made of rollers being availa.b13, 
and I have been asked to say on behalf of the De- 
partment of Highways and Transpor that all the 
rollers could nct be used becaure of the absence of 
spare parts ; and though honourable members might 
have seen rollers in the yard of the Department, all of 
them are not fit for service I beg to m y  my 
objection. f- 

The objection having been mzhdra~  J, the hon- 
ourable member was granted leave to 37ithdraw hi; 
motion. 

SCARCITY O F  STANDPIPES IN ST. JOHN 

Dr. WILSON: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move the 
adjournment of 'he Rouse for five minutes in ordor 
to discuss the Replies given to my Question No. 12. 
The Questions were :- 

l. Is  Government aware of the scarcity of 
Stand-pipes in several Districts in ihe Parish of 
Saint John ? . 

2. If the answer to the above question is yes, 
when does Government pmpose to take steps 'o remedy 
this situation "larticularly in respect of certain 

districts such a;., Chk, Cottage, Bel,nont, Venture, 
EdgecliEe, Moores Land, Gall Hill, Welch Village, 
Roebuck Street and St. &larks Churchynru. 

,The Replies are as  follows :- 
l. Yes. 
2 The Electric ant1 Hydraulic Engineer to the 

Comptroller for  Development and Welfare in the 
West Indies is now examining a comprehensive 
scheme for  .he improvement and extension of the 
waterworks. As soon as his recommendations are 
received, the scheme will be submitted to tne Legisla- 
ture for  consideration. Phis sch-me includes districts 
in which the Government have received applications 
for additirnal s tqndpq,;~ or extens:ou~ of mains up 
to the 5th of May, 1946. The Commissioners 02 
Health of the various parishes were also asked pre- 
vious to that da e to make any recommendations for 
fixing standpipes which they considered necessary 
in their respective par~shes. These recommendations 
are included in the scheme. 

I n  the proposed scheme, the districts of Cliff 
Cot, Belmont, Venture, Edgecliffe, Moore's and Dr. 
Dill'., l a n l  are inc ludc~~.  Gall Hill, NTelch Village, 
Roebuck Street and St. Mark's Churchyard will now 
be considered for incln,iou in the sebl me. 

First of all, I have to thank the Government 
for the interesting Replies which they have given 
to my Questions, interesting because of the fact that 
the Government has been taking some interest in 
the improvement of the water supply not only in 
the parish of St. John, but  in  the island as a whole. 
I would, however like to emphasize this point; the 
people of St. John have been suffering great hard- 
;hips for a number of years, having to walk for a 
mile in some cases, in  other cases two miles, in  order 
to get to the nearest sta~ldpipe. Sinze the Govern- 
ment hss not beeL, e m y l ~ t j c  as to the tune when they 
:xpect to receive the recomendations referred to in 
the Replies, I an1 expressing the hope that the Elee- 
tric and Hydraulic Engineer will soon complete his 
examination and submit his Report to the Govern- 
ment. It is stated in  the &plies to my Questions 
that this Engineer is now examining a comprehen- 
'ke  wherre for :he i,lj rovement and extension of 
the waterworIrs. I would like to suggest to the Cov- 
3rnment in view of the fact that there is a scarcity 
of watt, that this Engineer be requested to redouble 
his effortcl so that he m g h t  be a b ' ~  to get through 
his work in good time. I again thank the Govern- 
ment for these Replies. 

Mr. WARD: I beg to second the motion. I n  
view of the fact that the water supply is very short, 
I feel that the Government is not acting fairly to 
the Island. (Mr. ADAMS : We should pray for rain). 
[n certain districts in  St. Lucy there has not been 
any water for  the last t h ~ e  weeks. What I fee1 
3hould be done is that the Government should see 
that water is supplied in a district a t  least two or  
three times a week, because i t  is very hard that 
people in certain ,Iistricts in St. P e k ~  and St. Lucy 
have to walk for a distance of three or  fou'r miles 
before they can get water. Rerentlv it ha., broi  
~nnounced by  the Government that no water must 
be used for nurnose- of waterin? pardens, hl-t u-ater 
1s not as scarce as they want to make out. Only re- 
:ently people have been using water for the pnrnose 
~f watering school gardens and people could not get 
any water to drink. On manv estates the people 
n a d  to  be given water to drink and the water was 
not even clean. The policy of the Government is a 
wrong one a@ are Bsrhadians-not R w u i a n . ~ -  -and T 
t%nk the Government should send water in those dis- 
tricts every other day  or  two so as to alleviattl the sup+ 



fering of the people. Some 01 these peopi,: I repeat, 
have to walk for three or four miles in order to 
get water to drink. I n  my opinion, i t  is a most ridi- 
culous state of affairs. 

Mr. COX: So f a r  as  this question of water is 
concerned, there is a very appalling state of &airs 
existing in  this island. Before I go any further, 
however, I would like the honourable senior member 
for St. Lucy to realist; 'hat the b l a m  for this state 
of affairs cannot be attached to this present Govern- 
ment. I think that each and every member of this 
House knows the type of Government which we have 
had for all these years. 

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Speaker- 
Mr. SPEAKER : I t  being now 3.30 p . 1 ~  of the 

clock, the House will now proceed with the consici- 
eration of Private ~ e m b e r s '  Busiqess. 

ORDER POSTPONED. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The first Order of the Day 
under Private Members' Business is to resume debate 
on the motion for the passing of an Address to His 
Excellency the Governor requesting hinl to take steps 
to nationalise the Barbados Electric Supply Corpora- 
tion United.  On the last occasion, a motion m& 
made by  the honourable junior member for SL. 
Philip (Mr. Garner), seconded by the honourable 
junior member for St. Michael (Mr. Gale), that fur- 
ther debate on that motion be postponed. If those 
honourable members want to speak to-day, the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Philip has the right 
to speak now, and after him, the honourable junior 
member for St. Michael. 

ST. MICHAEL'S PARISH LOAN BILL. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : Mr. Speaker,-As i t  seems ts 
me that this Order is going to be rather controver- 
sial, no less so is the next Order, I am suggesting 
that Order NO. 3 be made the first Order of the 
Day under Private Members' Business. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the honourable 
member will have to make a motion to that effect. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : I beg to move that Order KO. 
3 under Private Members' Business be taken as the 
first Order of the Day. 

Mr q,4LE seconded the moc'on whri,h W* 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKEB: The first 0-der of the h-- 
now stands in the name of the honourxbk semior mem- 
ber for  the City.-Second reading of a Bill to author- 
ise the Vestry of the Parish of Saint Nichael [in this 
Island to raise a loan not exceeding E8,OOO to purchase 
a property for the establishment of a home for the ac- 
conmodaticn of the destitute and orphan childre!l 
of the said parish 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker,-The principles 
underlying this Bill are well known to honourable 
members. The b:ll seeks to aUow -,l e parish of St. 
Michael to raise a loan not exceeding E8,000 for the 
purpose of establishing a home for destitute and or- 
phan children in thiis parish. Fo r  the past twenty- 
five yeaxs there has been a cry for the establishment 
of such a home. The stage has been reached to-day 
when there is such an onrush of social legislation, that 
no one can attempt to find any reasons why such a 
home should not be established. The neced~slity for this 
home must be apparent to honourable members as 
t,he?~ gu through the parish of St. Michael from day 
to day. A Comndittee of the parish of St.  Michael 
was set up nnder the Chairmanship of the honourable 
senior member for St. Thomas, and after pding very 

thoroughly into the matter, and after inviting repre- 
sentatives from all the other parisnes, it came to the 
conclusion that the establishment oi: this home was ;l 
necessity, and although it was on parochial lines, it 
would have the tendency to serve the &land. Asso- 
ciated with t h q  Committee were His Lordship the 
Bishop and several other representatives of the vari- 
ous religious denominations. It was felt that w h k  
the par& of St. Afiehael was establishing this Irpme, 
:here would not be any objection to admitting deai- 
tute children from other parishes as  long as they paid 
for them per capzta. I feel that hon. members should 
h a w  little aifficulty in passing this Bill. We see to- 
day the necessity for taking off the streets these un- 
cared-for and destitute children, and therefor*: we can 
see the necessity for a home of this sort rather than 
have a number of children placed in a Reformatory 
whlich carries a great stigma on them in later life. In. 
the St.  Michael's Infirmary there are quite a number 
of children ~vllose parents are unknown, and those 
whose parents are known are definitely incapable of 
caring f o r  them. It is felt that the rearing up of these 
caliildren in theqe s ~ r r o u n d i i l ~  call~lot bc cotlciucivr 
to making good citizens of them, and therefore, the 
Vestry of St .  Michael, after going very carefully iuto 
the matter. have presented this Bill ask!mg the House 
to allow them to borrow a sum not exceeding 58,000 
for the purpose of establishing this home. Perhaps 
honourable members would like to know the site for 
the pr~,po.;ed home; I agree that in a Bill of thir 
natlwe honourable members sliould be told where and 
'n what locality such a home will be erected. It was 
felt that this home should be erected within the subur- 
ban area, so that when childreb are taken in, they can 
be within easy reach of schools and industrial centres 
where they can be taught trades and so on. The 
Comm',ttee compriging His Lordship the Bishop and 
representatives from other parishes together with 
members of the Vestry of St. Michael, visited several 
4tes and ultimately selected a site a t  Black Rock and 
acquired estimates and plans for the erection of this 
home. I do not think that I could give honourabl~ 
members much more informatlion than I have given 
them, and I ask honourable members to support thiy 
Bill. 1 bee: to move that this Bill be now read a 
second time. 

Nr.  GALE : I have much pleasure in s e c o n a ~ n ~  
the motion. As Churchwarden of the parish of St. 
Xichael in 1939-40, the condition6 under v&ch 
children have to live at the Almshouse were forcibly 
brought to my attentlion. The quarters are very 
cramped, and t!:e children have to be near the growii- 
up people. At that time I brought u p  the question 
of having a separate building erected at the Alms- 
house for the accommodation of the chlildren. After 

been carefully gone into, it was found 
not enough room a t  the Almshouse on 
we intended to erect this buil&ng. 

Id us that the foundation was bad. and 
that i t  would be very costly to erect a butilding there. 
I mn say that there is a great need for a 'building of 
this sort. There are many children a t  the Almshouse. 
and i t  'is not a nice thing for their welfare that they 
should be kept among the older diseased people at  
the Almshouse. The parish of St. Michml has de- 
cided to take this step and I hope that the other par- 
ishes d l l  join with us in a short time and let us have 
a central institution for the care of these children 
If the parish of St. Michael makes a &,tart 'in t h i ~  
direction and thc  other parishes see their way to 
support 2, whatever building iq erected can b? e a s i l ~  
added to, and i t  would be very much better to have a 
central building for housing the poor who 



would be very much better looked after, than to have 
them in the Almshouses in the different parishes. 
Again, I have very much pleasure in seconding the 
motion for the second reading of this Bill. 

Mr. GARNER: I wish to support this Bill to- 
oay. I can well remember that the Churchwarden 
of the parish of St. Michael invited the various Ves- 
tries to send representatives to take part in the dis- 
cussions in connection with this matter. I think that 
this is a very praiseworthy and laudable step inas- 
much as i t  is proposed to take off the road many boys 
and girls she, perhaps, would be driven to poverty 
snd crime if there was no place for them. There are 
many children in the Almshouses; some of them are 
there because of ill-health, some are there because they 
have no proper home and others are there because 
they are orphans. The building of this home will 
relieve a lot of hardship. To my way of thinking, 
there could be nothing better than to separate the 
children at the Almshouses from the grown-ups who 
are there in a very sad state. Some of them have 
wasted their days and the children will grow up in a 
bad en~ironment if they are not separated from thes:. 
peopl~  I think that if we have this home under 
proper supervision, i t  will make these childben become 
better citizens; it will remove them from around that 
atmosphere which will make them feel that they are 
the children of paupers. 1 think that they should b. 
placed in a home where they will be associated with 
cther children of their age so that they can move 
around more freely. I think that this Bill should be 
readily supported; the children of the poor, unli'xa 
those of the wealthy, have not got certain amenities 
cf life, and by means of this home me can cater to 
them and help them to get away from the Almshouse 
atmosphere, and give them the feeling that somebody 
is looking after them. Many a boy and girl who have 
been committed to the Reformatory had to be sent 
there because there were opportunities for committing 
crimes, and if this home is there, the numbers a t  the 
Reformatory will automatically be reduced. Those 
of us who are most fortunate should protect the unfor- 
tunate and whoever thought of this idea can well be 
congratulated in making a move of this sort;  be:ausl.. 
as I understand the position. not only will the garl-h 
of St. Michael benefit from this scheme, but the O~!I:T 

parishes also have the option to share in ~t i f  they 
pay so much pey  capita. That is a goocl idlb. In 
the parish of St. Philip wz have quite a few boy.; anll 
girls in our Almshouse, and I am sure that i t  does mt, 
s h o ~  very good grace to have them among the aged 
and incapacitated people. I t  is not a good thing that 
these children should be brought up  among thess 
people, and if, in time, these children can be placed 
in the home which is built primarily for children, I 
am sure that that will help them to become more useful 
citizens. I am sure that this is not a controversial 
matter : this Bill is a social measure an 
remore what mill otherwise be a certai 
of crime on the street. It will also rem 
amount of inferiority complex. I have ,real pleas- 
lire in supporting thiq Bill. 

Mr. ADAMS : T31i l honourable senior mem- 
ber for the City spoke, I had some fears in connection 
with this Bill. When this suggestion was mooted 
some months ago, i t  seemed as if many persons wanted 
to confine the scheme to the parish of St. Michael. I 
am delighted to hear not only that this is not so. but 
also to hear the hononra5le senior member for the 

means of which, if and when this children's home 
comes Into being, there should be two-way traffic. That 
is to say that in  this proposed new children's home, 
there will be some refractory cases. I am hoping 
that the Government will confer with the authorities 
who are responsible for the running of this new home, 
and that there will be agreement whereby not merely 
the neglected child should go to this home but also 
the refractory child might perhaps go to what is a 
completely new type of school to deal with these cases 
as unfortuiiate, and not  as ariminal caes. There is 
nothing more that I can say except to rejoice that the 
Committee which is dealing with this matter has been 
so broad-minded and far-seeing in the proposals 
~ h i c h  i t  is going to make with respect to the inmates 
of this home. I would like to make a suggestion, if 
1 am allowed to do so, that just as the other parishes 
can contribute to this home, the Government can also 
contribute to i t  in consideration of taking small chil- 
dren from the Reformatory Schools; and doubtless on 
their part, they would be prepared to extend the prin- 
ciple beyond just members of the Vestry of St. 
Michael to include Government representatives or 
representatives of social welfare in this island, and 
also, I have very little doubt, representatives of the 
country Vestries who would be fnrnishing w m t  
of the money. I suggest that, but i t  might be super- 
fluous ; it might have been already dealt TT ith. I t  does 
seem that we are entitled t o  praise cuxselves both 
from the point of view of the Government andprivate 
members that at  last we are getting some measures of 
social reform on the Statute Book. 

Mr. RAMSAY: I am very glad indeed to wel- 
come a suggestion of this sort. but I want to throw 
out a warning to the honourable senior member for 
the City. He has struck what is to me a T ery discor- 
clant chord. We are too often prone to decide public 
business in a private manner. We should not beat 
about the bush. The honourable member has sug- 
gested that this home should be erected a t  Black Rock; 
why Black Rock ? That is the wrong ~.pproach to 
Government business; when we are going to do Gov- 
ernment business, we should not pick out any particu- 
lar spot. We want the best possible spot. I have in 
mind land which is most ideal from all standpoints. 
The honourable senior member for the City has wisely 
said, and I am in agreement with it, that representa- 
t~ves  of other parishes ha\-e been consulted in the 
matter instead of deeiding pnblic business on their 
1wn. I t  is a wonderful idea to bring the various 
waifs and strays and destitute children from all the 
parishes, and the honourable senior member for St. 
r : o ~ ~ p h  h?? thrown out a beautiful suggestion. The 
honourable member has supgested that the Gorern- 
ment should contribute to this home. I advise that 
they do not buy any land in Black Rock; let the Gov- 
ernment give them a piece of land a t  the Pine Estate. 
1 ,\ ~IEXRER: \\%at about the Bay Estate "a The 
I>ay Estate is too near to Bridgetown. A home for 
Cestitv.te people must not be near the City. A boy 

girl may get away. get lost in the street and some- 
tllillg Inay happen. You can carry them to Wildey, 

them ten acres of land and the project can be 
self-supporting. They can go to church or to school at  
St. Barnabas or St. David's. I say, "Do not buy 
:inv land at Black Rock" ; I hope this Committee has 
~ ; o t  committed itself to buying land there. The hon- 
ourable senior member for St .  Joseph has suggested 
that the Government should contribute to this scheme, 
+borefore let them give us some of the Pine Estate. 

City speak of the possibility of taking in neglected TVe call plant agricultnral stuff like yams and pota- 
cases, and even caseq in which children may be re- +,,,. 1 rc;,oat, the project can be self-sllvportin~ 
moved from the Reformatory Schools. I t  is a strange I ~h~ can keep fowls also and so on. I suggest 
coincidence-perhaps it is not so strange-that in  re- that this hnilding he at the Pine and that i t  
~-iewing the final draft of the Report dealing with the 
Government Industrial Schools, I stopped at  the polnt 
vhere we are going to make a recommendation by 

he erected on the system. We are going to 
have negligent people, people who do not want 
to support their children, and we want to build on 
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this system. Let us lease the land a t  the Pine from 
the Government for 999 years, erect the building there 
and let us hold the money which we would have spent 
in buying the land for the purpose of building on a 
wing, or church or something like that. Do not let 
us buy any land at  Black Rock. I repeat; let the 
Government give us land a t  the Pine free, gratis and 
for nothing. (Cheers.) 

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 gave the honourable member 
a lot of latitude because I gave i t  to the honourable 
introducer of the Bill : but there was much said which 
is nothing to do with the Bill. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I realise that it was outside 
the point of the Bill. I n  reply to the honourable 
junior member for St. Peter, I would like to say that 
there was absolutely nothing done in any private way. 
How can anybody suggest that, in this Bill, there was 
anything done privately when I say that a petition 
has been forwarded from the Vestry of St. Michael 
asking this House for permission to borrow this money 
for the purpose of establishing this home ? How can 
the honourable member say that this matter is being 
done iq a private way when I have mentioned that 
besides His Lordship the Bishop, members of the Ves- 
t ry  of St. Michael and representatives of the other 
Vestries formed the Com~nittee which surveyed the 
parish of St. Michael and eventually selected a site 
for the erection of the building ? The Assistant Social 
Welfare.Officer also visited this site, and nothing is 
being done in any private may. Whatever is done- 

Mr. SPEAKER; : What the honourable inember 
means is that the matter should have come from the 
Government. I think he means that rather than 
that i t  was a private matter. 

Mr. RAMSAY: I accept that explanation. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: I did not give it that inter- 

pretation. 
Mr. SPEAKER:  I suggest that that is what 

the honourable member means. 
Mr. XOTTLEY: I t  is all well and good if he 

means that. It is a fact that we consulted the Assist- 
ant Social Welfare Officer, Miss Arne, in  the matter, 
and before there was any selection of the site, Xiss 
Arne also visited the various places in the parish 
of St. Michael. Apparently the honourable junior 
member for Peter fails to realise that there is .: 
Church in Black Rock much nearer to this site thax 
St. Barnabas is to the Pine, and there is also good 
sea-bathing in Black Rock. 

The question that this Bill be now read a second 
time was put  and resolved in the xfirnlatire without 
division. 

The second reading was passed. 
On the motion of Mr. M~TTLEY, seconded by Mr. 

GALE, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House 
went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. RA~FSAY in the 
Chair. 

On a similar motion, the Preamble was post- 
poned. 

The twelve Clauses of the Bill, the two Schedules 
and Preamble were read and passed, the word 
"June" being inserted in  the blank occurring in 
Clause 4 and Schedule "A. " 

On the motion of Mr. MOTTLFY, seconded by Mr. 
G&&, the CRAIRMAN reported the passing of the Bill 
in Committee. 

The House resumed. 
On motions of Mr. MOTTLEY, seconded by  Mr. 

GALE in each case, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed. 

ADDRESS Re COST O F  LIVING ALLOWANCE 
'TO HEAD MESSENGER AND LIBRARIAN 

OF T H E  HOUSE. 

&. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I aak leave to give 
n ~ t i c e  of an Address to His Excellency the Governor. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to give notice of the follow- 
ing Address to His Excellency the Governor :- 

The House of Assembly 

His Ezcelicmy Tke Governor 

The House of Assembly respectfully request 
Your Excellency to take the necessary steps to pro- 
vide that the Head Messenger and Librarian of the 
IIouse of Assembly be paid a Cost of Living Allow- 
ance as from the 1st day of April, 1946, a t  the rates 
set out in the following Schedule :- 

SCHEDULE 

Rates 

I should also like to ask leave to move for the 
passing of this Address this afternoon. 

Mr. SPEAKEG: The honourable member Ls 
asking leave to deal with this Address this afternoon. 
If there '? no objection, the honourable member will 
be granted leave. There being no objection the 
honourable member may proceed. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I have been as- 
sured by ihe Auditor-General that we should have 
passed an Address in  comeetion with the Cost of 
hiving Allowance for the Head Messenger and Libra- 
rian of the House of Assembly just as we have done 
in connection with the Official Reporter of the Other 
Place and the two Official Reporters of the House. 
It is with that object that I am moving .the passing 
)f this Address. I beg to move that this Address do 
'low pass. 

Mr. BLACKMAN : I beg to second that. 
The question that thlis Address do now paa wm 

put and resolved in the a.£6rmative without division. 
The Address was passed. 
Mr. SPEAKER: I will ask the honourable sen- 

ior St. Joseph to present this Address. 
S : As Your Honour pleases. 

T H E  A,DJOURNj@E#'I' 
'S 

The Order Paper having been fixed, 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this House 

do now adjourn m t i l  this day week, the 25th day of 
February, 1947, a t  twelw o'clock noon. 

Mr. GALE : I beg to second that. 
The question that this House do now adjourn 

anti1 this day week, the 25th day of February, 1947, 
tt twelve o'clock noon was put  and resolved in the 
&rmative without division. 

The House was accordingly adionrned to meet on 
l'uesday next, the 25th day of Febmaryt 1947, at 
;wehe o'clock noon 




