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T House . of Assembly Debates 
* 

SESSION 1946-1 948 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

~ u e s d h ,  7th January, 1 9 4 .  
Pursuant to adjownment, the House of Assembly 

met a t  h12 o'clock noon to-day. 

Present 
& 

His Honour Nr. G. B. EVEWN. (Spmkee), His 
Honour Mr. J. E.  T. BRANCKER, (Deputy Speakerj .  
Dr. J. 'A. IJE V. WILSON, Blessrs. A. E. S. LEWIS, 
L. E. SMITH, D. A. FOSTEE, M. E. COX, G. H. ADAMS, 
B.A., H. D. BUCKMAN, C. E. TALMA, J. A. HAYNES. 
B.A., H. A. DOWDING, V. C. GALE, S. A. WA,LGOT@, 
9. H. WP~KINSON, O.B.E. and E. L. WARD. 

, After preyem, N e y  D. &zmrzgp, D@# 9, 
G m ,  W. A. CRAWFOBD an . T. C. RAMSAY en- 
ter the House and take their seats. 

3 - 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

:P 
The Minutes of the meetin@, he14 on the 1Tt:- 

&&er, 1946, having bees circulated werc tatrrl: 
W read and confirmed. 

P A P E R S  LAID 

L Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour 
*lay on the table of the House thd following Papers : 
t 

Message No. 1/1947 frqm His Excell{ ncy the 
Governor informing the House of the recomwnda- 
tions of the Conference which was held in New York 
i.n October, 1946, to considerethe establishment of a 

.t'aribbean Tourkt,Bureau. . 
Statement showing the amounts advanced by the 

Government of Barbados 8aad the amounts receive4 
from His Majesty',~ Go;pcrnment in the United King. 
dom under the prwisrods of the Colonial De~elop- 
meht 2nd W e l h w  Act for the neriod. ended 30th 
September,' 1946, in respect of the several echemes 

~ s ~ a n c t i o n e d '  by the Leg.islature. 
Statement' show';ng the sums advaiiceil h.. 'he 

, Colonial Treasurer to the Colonial Pootmaster f , , ~  
1 the payment of Money Orders to the 30th Novembe -. 

1946. t 

L 

Further Improvement of th ,~  Water Supply 
~ e I & m e - - - ~ r u ~ r ~  Report No,28 for the period July 
to September, l@& 

'i + 
Notices are giveih as foIlowe:l 

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution $or 55,000 tn> supple- 
mkt Rerro&tion No. 62 of! the 24th of July, 1945, 
for the rehabilitation 06 ex-service personnel, 

Resolntion to place the sum of 525 a t  the dis- 
posal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to p y  , 
the medical fees in connectim with the reporting of 
casrs of cerebro-spinal meningitis from the date of 
the outbreak of the. epidemic in 1944 to the date of 
the passing of the Public Health (Amendment) Act, 
1946. * + +  

Of my intention to move the House into Com- 
mittee of Supply a t  its next meeting to consider the 
money Resolutions of which I have just given 
ngtice. . 

"i , b .  . Other Notices are as fol lows:pc,  

Mr, MOTTLEY: A Bill to authorize The Vesky 
of the parish of St. Michael to pureham a property * 

~djoinjng tkp Parorhbl Bnildinas &I Cheapside. 
. Mr. BRANCKER : Of the fallowin3 A d e s s  :- 

6 C * The House of pssevpblg 
i. " 

!F0 
4 

His ExceEterccv ThR Governor 
.r 

The Rouse of L4ssemblp b e p  to point out to  His 
Excellency the Governor that  the^ neeeesity mists in 
this island for the immediate establishment of a . 
C ~ u r t  of Criminal Appeal. 
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2, The House asks that the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee take early steps for the pur- 
pose of establishing such a .tribunal. 

Mr. GARNER: Of the following Address:- 

The H m e  of Assembly 

To ' 

His ExceZtalzcy The Governor 

The House of Assembly respectfully requests 
that Pour Excellency will send down legislation to 
prohibit the expansion of chain stores and the entry 
of wholesale merchants into the retail trade. 

Mr. HAYNES : Of the f o 1 1 o w i n g & t ~ e s ~  & 4 
The House of Assembly 

His Excellemcy The Bovewao~ 

The I-Iouse of Assembly note with grave concern 
the fact that only about one-third of the Island of 
Barbados is a t  present serviced by the Barbados 
Electric Supply Corporation in spite of the fact that 
this Corporation has been functioning for over 37 
years and &as enjoyed Government preference on 
alf imported equipment throughout its existence. 

2. The House therefore respectfully ask that 
His Excellency the Governor will take immediate 
steps to nationalise this corporation and thus help 
to remedy this serious state of affairs. (Cheers). 

QUESTIONS 

Dr. WILEON : To enquire okthe  senior mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee present a t  the 
next meeting of this House :- 

l. Is Government aware of the scarcity of 
stand-pipes in several districts in  the parish of 
Saint John? 

~f the answer to the above question is "yes", 
Tahen-does Government propose to take steps to .rent- 
cdY this situation, particularly in  respect of certam 
I Gstricts such as cliff Cottage, Relinont. Venture, 
Edgecliffe. Xoores Land, Gall Hill, Welch Village, 
X.oebuclr Street and St. Mark's Church yard. 

Air. TALMA: To enquire of the senior mem- 
her of the Exrcutive Committee present a t  the 
next meeting of the House:- 

1. Is  i t  a fact that over £5,000 have been al- 
lotted under the Colonial Development and Welfare 
Act for the provision of a New School for the Found- 

ation Boys' and Girls' Schools, Christ Church? 
2. If the answer is "Yes" 
When does the Government propose to commenc? 

ihe buildkg of such school to relieve the congestion 
and to provide the neeessary amenities so sadly 
lacking a t  both schools? 

3. If  the answer to (l) above is "So " Wil! 
Government send down the necessary Resolution 
without delay for the implementation of 4-~ch a 
Scheme ? 

Mr. TAIAIA: To enquire of the Senior Mein 
ber of the Executive Committee present at the 
next meeting of the House :- 

l. Is  Government aware of the present plight 
of the Peasants of this Island, mort: especially 
in the parish of Christ Church where a very un- 
economical price was paid last year for Peasants' 
eanes ? 

2. If the answer t o  (1) above is "Yes" Would 
Jovernmeiit consider the advisability of securing 
the services of Professor C. Y. Shephard, Ph.D., &c. 

pd" 

Acting Principal of the Imperi'al College of Tropi- 
S 

:al h ~ i c u l t u r e ,  or some other expert to investigate 
cmditions and make such recommepdatiolls a s  f 
to him shall seem f i t?  

LEAVE TO, MR. F. L. WaLCOTT 
l 

1*" 

On behalf 08 the senior member for St. Peter 
(Mr. F. L. Walcott), the senior member for St. I 

Nichael (Mr. Cox) asks for  three months' leave of 
absence from his duties as a member of the House. 

$be application is granted. 

I 
6. R. G, M$PP enters the Hawk ,wd t a k s  his 

seat. 

RILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

On the motion of Mr. M ; O T T L ~ ,  seconded by Mr. 
W , p i a m o ~ ,  a Bill to authorize the Vfestry of the 
parish, of St. Michael to purchase a property adjoirl- 
ing the Parochial Buildings in Cheapside is read a 
first time. a 

O n  the motion of Mr. TALMA, seconded by Mr. 
GARNER, a Bill to amend the Divorce and Matrimonis! 
C a w s  Act is read a first time. 

Dr, H. G. CULXMS.NS enters the House and takes 
his seat. 

COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAXER: The first Order of th9 day is 
to m u m e  Committee of Supply to consider the grant 
of sums of money for the service of the Government. 

Mr. S ~ K E R  l e a v ~  the Chair and the House 
goes into Cmmittee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY being * 
in the Chair. 
-v 

PURCHASE OF BUILDINGS FRON THE v?A'IIi 
OFFICE 

L mn fir .  CRAWFORD: Sir,- The i h t  Eesol~lt' 
i s  hr the sum of 56,139 for  the purchase from the 
War Office of certain buildings at Seawell ;;id 
Char!& Now I am sure thnt if honouralde 
members have perused the addendum to the liesolu- 
tion they will come to the conclusioll that i t  is ~ o t  
necessary fo r  me to add very mucl, by ~ v a y  o!' ex- a 

planation. f n  the addendum i t  i 3  sct out very 
plainly why these bnildings are offcr~tl for sale and 
n.hy the Government considers it aesirable to acqui:? 
them The J%T~r Office no longer requires them and 
has enquired ~vhether the  Qovernme:lt wi.shes to pur- 
chase them. The C*ovcrn~xent has made an offer fo?- 
the buildings, subject to the approval of the Lqis- 
iatrge, and particulars in respect of tlwm and the 
amounts offered are stated. Thp addendum goes on 
to say "Certain proposals for thc nsr of the build- 
inas are under examination but no final decision has 
?et been taken regarding their futurp uee . . . . L 

B 
T h e n  a decision has been made r ~ p d i n g  the $future 4 
vse of the buildings application wlll be made to the 
Legislature for authority for such expenditure as may P 

he necrssarp to convert the buildings." 1 should like 
to remind: the Committee that a t  the present moment 
building materials of a11 sorts are in very short sup- F 
ply. Large parts of Europe, Asia nucl Africa ha.- 
been devastated during the recent mar and i t  
appear that for some time there vi l l  h a shor 
of construction materials in these narts as a resu 
Many Government Departments, as stated in  
addendum, are anxious to acquire these buildings fo  



their own use and I think the Committee will be well 
advised to support this Resolution. I beg to move 
that it do now pass. 

Mr. BLACKBUN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. HAYNEB : Mr. Chairman,-I am in agree- 

ment with th$s Resolution but I would like something 
nore definite from the senior member fo r  St. Philip 
regarding the use to which these buildings will be put. 
Before the late Director of Education left Barbados 
he visited the parish of St. Andrew and decided in 
connection with two schools in that parish that one of 
them should be removed and the other enlarged. 
He t d d  us that he had asked the Government for 
two of these builqings a t  Seawell to replace these 
~ w o  schools, one of which ha% since been considered 
dangerous for the accommodation of children an5 
has b e a  shorn up by the Public Works Department 
temporarily and the other is far  too small. I would 
jike the seqior member for St. Philip to give me 
the assuranw that two of these buildings FFiU be 
Lypothecated for that purpose, otherwise I am going 
to make a motion that they be bought only on the 
condition that we in St. Andrew get them. I n  fact, 
I think the best way for me to go about this matter 
1s to make a motion that I agree to the passing ot 
the Resolution on the ground that the buildings at 
Seawell be used in replcing two schools in the 
paqish of St. Andrew. I make a motion to that 
effect. 

Mr. FOSTER : I beg to second +hat. For years 
these two schools were in a dilapidated conditjor. 
cnd I hope the Government will see its way to 
accede to  our request (Cheers). 

Mr. WARD : Mr. Chairman,--me senior mem- 
her for St. Andrew should realize that there are 
parishes in the island other than Pt. Andrew and 
that the same conditions that exist in St. Andrew in 
respect of schools are to be found all over the 
islancli; the schools all over the island are too small. 
These buildings should be purchased by the Gov- 
ernment hecause in my opinion they are being offered 
very cheaply land i t  should be left to the Govern- 
ment to decide what is to be done with thcm. i f  
the honourable member is going to vote for the 
R,esclntioii only on the ground he has stated 
I think he  will be wrong; he may as well vote 
against it. IF these buildings are to be used for 
schools, it should be left to the Education Board 
to sap which part of the island is more in need of 
them; they should be the best judges in that respect. 
I am wholeheartedly in agreement with the Resolu- 
Yion and I feel that all honourable members should 
support it, especially in view of the fact, as the 
senior member for St. Philip has said, that them 
is a shortage of buildinq materials and that we 
are getting these buildings very cheaply. 

Mr. TALMA: I too am in thorough agreement 
with the passing of this Resolution but mhrn we 
bear in mind the fact that the majority of these build- 
inqs are situated in Christ Church (Laughter) and 
when we consider the point which I ha\-e made a few 
moments ago in the question ~vhich I asked about 
the erection of the Found'ation Boya' land Girls' 
Sohods we ran readily realizr that 50. per c ~ n t  of 
&ese strurtures at Seawell should be utilized ir, 
that dsrection. In the matter of the garages, Chnist 
Church leads the way as far  as the tourist trade is 
concerned and if we have bathing cubicles at certair 
points along the coast in Christ Church, tha 
tourist tmde and the entcire island will benefit as a 
wult. So I am hoping that the honourable member 
who has moved the passing of this Resolution will 
consider those two points which I have madc. 

F 
P- 

The CHAIftjiUN : I must draw to the attentior 
of the Committee that the buainess before them is 
the passing of this Resolution. I consider the 
l emarks which certain honourable members have 
made iin respect elf the use of these buildings as being 
most extraneous. The honourable senior member 
for St. Andrew talked about these buildings 
being used as schools but I do not think that this is 
(he time to atiscuss the use to which the buildings 
t.hould be put. The question before the Committee 
1s that this Resolution do now pass. Honourable 
members in fhonr- 

Mr. GALE : Mr. Chairman,-In the addendum 
;o the Resolution it is stated that the Hospital 
b a r d  has applied for the buildjnga, a t  Charles Fort 
to be used for increased ward accommodation. I 
would ljke to enquire from the senior member for St. 
Philip what ward accommodation the Board intends 
to increase because a t  present they have a building 
which has been in the course of construction for ward 
tlcc0n;)fnodation for two yea18 and h a  not beelr 
occupled yet. 

Mr. -%TLKINSON : Mr. Chairman,-As you 
have properly said, the motion before the C o w i t -  
tee is that tl$s Resolution do now pasa. I quite 
ngree to that, but I think that the senior member 
tor St. Philip omitted to give us some information 
us to how these valuations have been arrived at. I 
tan speak for the buildhg8 at Seawell, 

I went up there in June last year-the Acting 
Director of Public Works went also--and looked 
at the condition of those buildings and I am glad to 
say that they are in, good condition. I do not h o w  
anything about the buildjngs a t  Charles Fort a d  
whether the same procedure was adopted in connee- 
tion with them but as f a r  as those a t  Seawell are 
aoncerned I am satisfied that they are in good 
rondition and are worthy of being purchaser!. 
Now, Sir, as regards the sites to which these build- 
ings n<ll be removed, the Executive Committee will 
have to send us down a Resolution later on before 
they can remove them and that will then be the 
time to discuss where they should be put. But I 
thould like to suggest to the Executive Committee, 
before they come to any conclusion in the matter, 
the advisability of using the building known as the 
afficers' mess and situated on the left just as you 
pass the entrance leading to Seamll, as an additional 
-mm for the accommodation of people leaving and 
arriving at  Seawell by plane. Anyone who has 
lisitsd Seawall must have realized that there 
is need for greater accommodation for people leav- 
~ n g  and arriving by plane there and before these 
'mildings are removed I would ask members 6f the 
Executive Committee to go up to Seawell, look a t  
;hem and seriously consider using the one I have 
mentioned, !for the purpose of providing additional 
zccommodation as a waiting room. As I have said 
f have vefy little knowledge of the buildings at 
Charles Fort but 1 have no doubt that the Acting 
Director of Public Works has inspected them and that 
' t  is on his recommendation that *hew amounts have 
hwn asker7 for. I. Sir, will support this Resolution 
md I do hope that the members of :r,e Executive 
Committee will consider the suggestion I have put 
forward. 

Xr. HAIWES : Mr. Chairman,-AS far as I 
:an see, you have ruled against the amendment which 
f should like made to this Resolution but no objec- 
t;c,n haq been taken to it and I would be glad if 
you will put it to the Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN: I would like to draw to  
:he notice o-: the senior member for St. Andrew tha% 
he ought 1'. adopt the attitude of the, junior member 
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for St. James in drawing to the attention of the 
Executive Committee his recommendation and get 
the assurance that i t  will be taken into consideration 
because the matter before the Committee is a Resolu- 
tion for 56,134 to purchase these buildings and not 
the allocation of them. However, if the honourable 
member desires that this amendment should be put 
to the Committee I will do so. 

Mr. HAYNES: I desire that my amendment 
should be put, namely, that two of these building3 
be purchased and used as schools i n  the parish of bt. 
Andrew. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir,-I am sure that hon- 
ourable members will appreciate that i t  is purely 
fortutitous that these buildings are available, If thc 
two honourable members for St. Andrew are so anx- 
ious to have the schools which they refer to improved 
--one of which, they say, is unfit for use-I suggest 
that they move the passing of an Address in t h ~  
House informing the Government of the conditioc 
of the schools. It is purely the purchase of these 
buildings that is before us to-day. If the membera 
for St. &drew know that children are in  schoolr 
which may collapse at any time, are they going to sil 
and allow those schools to collapse and not drav 
i t  to the attention of the Government? I suggest tha' 
they take some other step to bring their presen' 
need before the Government. If they read the ad 
dendum to this Resolution carefully they would have 
understood that no final decision has as yet been 
taken regarding the future use of these buildings 
I appreciate the suggestions made by honourablf 
m,embers and I am sure that the Government wil 
pay due attention to them but we can give no under- 
raking that these buildings will be allocated to an3 
qpecific purpose. We are told in the Resolution thal 
the Hospital Board wants some of them; tht 
Police Department and the Education Board want 
some of them. All the applications ~ l l  have to bc 
considered and deterniined according to the urgenq 
of the particular situation. With regard to the poinl 
made by the junior member for St. James I think 
Sir. that he is in a position to know that the Govern 
ment already has under consideration the retention o' 
No. 3 building a t  Seawell for use as a Rest Room f o ~  
passengers leaving and arriving by plane a t  Seawell 
therefore, it is almost superfluous on his part to em 
phasize again that it is desirable or advisable that thc 
Government should retain that particular room fo 
that particular purpose. The junior member for, St 
Michael made enquiry about the additional ward ac 
commodation a t  the Hospital for which these build 
ings will be used but as the addendum states, n 
geeision has as yet been taken regarding the futur 
use of the buildings. As I have said, the Hospita 
Board, the Education Department and the Polic 
Department have sent in  applications but no decisio 
ha., as yet been taken. The application of the HOS 
pital Board will be treated in the same way as th 
other applications will be treated. Now, I do nc 
think it is practical for us to add to the Resolutio 
the amendment suggested by the senior member f o  
St. Andrew. As you, Sir, properly pointed out, a 
we have to do to-day is to vote this money to purchas 
these buildings that are ava~lable and I emphasize tha 
i t  is imperative that  we purchase them because ma 
terials are in short supply. If we read paragrapi 
3 of the addendum we +l1 see that the Governmen 
says : "When a decision has been made regarding th 
future use of the buildings application will be mad 
t o  the legislature for authority for such expenditur 
as may be necessary to convert the buildings". 

,nggest that when we come back for  the necessaryv 
money to convert the buildings, that  is the proper 
time for honourable members to make amendments 
wbich in their view i t  is advisable to make regarding 
their futrure use. 

Mr. WILKINSON : The honourable member 
has not answered my question as to how the valna- 
tions are arrived at. 

The CTLURE/I&N: Before the senior member 
for  St. Philip replies to the juuior member 
for St. James I want to make a suggestion to the 
senior member for St. Aildrew and it is this. If he 
wants to amend this Resolution he will have to get 
the consent of the seuior member for St. Philip to 
do so, and I suggest to him to insert after the 
word "(Fort" the words of his amendment, poviding 
the senior member will accept it. 

Mr. HAYNES : Mr. Chai rma,  it is a matter 
for the House. 

The CHAIR&IAN: If that is so, I am sorrg 
that I shall have to rule that the amendment is out of 
order. 

Jlr. ADAMS: Nay I make an appeal to the 
senior member for  St. Andrew. I realize that he is 
making an effort on behalf of the parish which he 
represents but all other honourable members may 
want to do l&ewise. I dare say the Houshg Board 
m-odd v a n t  thcse buildings too and i t  is likely that 
they may be more than wanted at Seawell itself. 
Surcly we must see that wre canllot to-day agree to 
any of the demands, m to speak, which are being 
made! I hope that the honourable member, as a 
;enior member of the Assembly,-he has been in 
the House for a long time nowrwill see that the 
~ppeal that is being made to hlm is made on the 
:round of col~lllo:ls~nse 31x1 i'cli. no other reason. 1 
$an assure him that the Governnnent knows what he 
 mow^ about the condition of the two schools in St. 
Indrew to which he has referred. 

I h .  CUXMINS: Sir,-I just want to say thls 
in regard to the Hospital Board. We al l  k n w  that 
?very ward a t  the Hospital is overcrowded and it is 
,reposed that one of the buildings be used as a chil- 
3ren's ward, so that the children can be removed 
Erom the ward which they now occupy and that ward 
be made available as increased accommodation for 
Lemale patients. We also want incrfased accommo- 
lation for nurses. As a matter of fact, we are 
rentiug a building now fo r  the accommodation of 
nurses and are actually on the point of renting an- 
other for the same purpose; but if we get t b s e  
buildings a t  Charles Port  me will be able to accom- 
modate the nurses a t  the Hospital instead of renting 
buildings oukide. There is also the necessity for 
ward accommodation for policemen and fire bri- 
gadegen a t  the hosp~tal. An arrangement h% been 
madc with the Government that when the building 
which is now being constructed at the hospital IS 

completed, the present Pay Ward "A7' will be used 
for the accommodation of members of the Police 
Force and the Fire Brigade, and if we get these 
buildings we will be able to accommodate policemen 
and fire-brigademen in  one of them and use the pres- 
ent Pay Ward "A" as a Maternity Ward. 

Wr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,--I think that one 
of thr  special functions of the Legislature is the 
spending of money and perhaps i t  is right that any 
money resolution should be given the fullest con- 
aideration. However, I would like to say that  as fa r  
as this Resolution is concerned the information which 
is given i n  the addendum should have included the 



number of buildings and perhaps the sizes of them as !ast year and the ColoGal Engineer himself has 
well, so that a member with the experience of the aLso inspected them. If the junior member for the 

rr.; junior member for St. Jam% would be able to get 
r, some idea as to whether the prices are all right. 

.do not llke to look a gift horse in  the mouth but 
i t  is possible that these buildings may be purchased 

I fo r  too much money even though ihe lqar  Office 
6 wants to dispose of them to the Government. The 

Government has no r g h t  to buy these build~ngs un- 
less i t  has some use for them and i t  would appear 

;I that the House is pressing that we go ahead blindly 
and purchase these buildings with, the certainty that 
:hey will be used. I am going to appeal to the 
senior member for  St. Andrew not to press his 
amendment; it is the first time I see an amendment 
of this sort put  in a Resolution. Although I do 
not share the view that i t  is entirely out of order- 
because the House of Assembly has to determine 
the way in which the money in the Treasury should 
be spent-I suggest to the honourable member that 
if he wants to secure two of these buildings, let the 
Vestry of St. Andrew or himself buy them from the 

S Government. There are twelve sonstituencies 
represented in this Asesmbly and if we adopt the 
procedure suggested by the senior member for St. 
Andrew I do not know where i t  will end. I too 
would like some of these buildings for the City and 
I am sure my colleague will share the same view 
There need not be any fear that  these, buildings will 
not be retained in the island because i t  is quite possible 
that if the Government does not purchase them some 
private individual will do so. 1t  is true that the 
respective buildings in the addendum are numbered 
but the number of each set of buildings is not 
stated for  the information of honourtible members 
and I suggest to honourable members who are mem- 
bers of the Executive Comlnittee that in future they 
see to i t  that in Resolutions of this nature and of 
which they are in  charge, some idea is given as to 
the number and, perhaps, the sizes of the structures. 
As regards the question which the junior member 
for St. Michael has asked, I should have thought 
that a man of his experience would know that it 
1s not enough to have a ward at the hospital; you 
have to have, as well, doctors and nurses to attend 
to the patients who are accommodated ir. that war.:?. 
and these must also be accommodated. 

Mr. HAYNES: I would like to say in 
reply to the junior member for  the City that 
education does not concern the Vestries and 
that I do not see how he can expect the Vestry of 
St. Andrew to take up  a matter of this sort. AS 
regards the senior member for St. Joseph he too has 
been i n  the House for a good many years and 
would know that if you do not nail the government 
to certain conditions you will never get anything 
done. I am only making this amendment to t ry  and 
urge the Government to meet this pressing need in 
the parish of St. Andrew, that  is to say, the provis- 
ion of safe buildings in which the younger genera- 
tion can be taught. I do not think that you could 
want a better purpose for the use of these buildings. 
The honourable member said that the Housing 
Board would want them but if you do not educate 
the children, there will be less appreciation of the 
houses you provide for them. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: These buildings are not 
being purchased blindly. The junior member for 
St. James pointed out that a Committee of the 
Executive Commitee went and inspected them since 

City wants the sizes of all the different blocks I c& 
sive them to him. I have the size of every block-- 
the garages, the officers' mess and everything else- 
and can give them to him if he wants them. 

Mr. LEWIS: The honourable member would 
give them but I would not be able to assimilate the 
information in such a short space of time. I suggest 
that he should have them printed and circulated 
rmong honourable members. 

Mr. CRAWFORL): The reason why they were 
not included is because we did not want to make the 
Resolution too voluminous. There is no desire on 
the part of the Government to withhold anything, 
but if me included the area of each block and the 
prices per square foot, it would have required two or 
three pages of the size which the Resolution occu- 
pies. For the information of tha junior member for 
St. James I ceed only state that the valuation of 
the buildings at  Charles Fort is assessed on the 
same basis as that of the buildings a t  Seawell. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Perhaps i t  was a bit of imper- 
tinence on my part  to offer advice to a member of 
this House like the senior member for St. Andrew. 
When he says that the Vestries have nothing to do 
with education I would like to ask him this question : 
who built the St. Michael's Girls' School? Further, 
i l  he will read an Address of which notice has been 
given by the judior member for St. Joseph, he will 
discover that that honourable member asks that  the 
money voted by the Vestries for the repair of school 
buildings be used for the granting of scholarships. 

The CHAIRMAN: I want to bring to the no- 
tice of the senior member for St. Andrew that 
although I have ruled his amendment out of 
order, yet I have another suggestion to make, If the 
honourable member feels that his amendment ought 
to be put  he should ask this Committee to report 
progress and ask leave to sit again, otherwise I am 
going to put the question. The question is that t h ~ s  
Itesolution do now pass. Honourable members in 
favour will please say "Aye"; those against will 
please say "No." I think the "Ayes" have it. 

The Resolution is passed. 

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTES FOR GOVERNMENT DEPARTME7Nm 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,-The Res- 
olution is for the sum, of £7,500 to be placed a t  the 
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee for 
the service of the Colony. The explanatory notes 
are as full as I can possibly give them; so I am 
telling honourable members in advance that if they 
have read those notes, that is all the-information that 
can possibly be given. I do hope that this Resolu- 
tion will be passed without honourable members going 
down sidetracks in the course of their remarks. I 
beg to move that the Resolution do now pass as 
iollows :- 

Resolved that the sum of S7,500 be placed a t  the 
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
For the service of the Colony as set out i n  the 
Schedule hereto, and that the Legislative Council 
be invited to concur herein and, if concurred in, 

Resolved that His Excellency the Governor be 
asked to assent and take the necessary steps to give 
effect to this Resolution. 
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THE SCHBDULE 

Head of Estimates Item Amount 

1. VI. Customs 15 
16 
17 
20 

6 
10 
11 
22 
23 

.... Books and Stationery - 1946-47 .... .... .... 
.... Water Rates - 1946-47 .... .... .... .... 

.... Instruments, apparatu S, etc., for excise purposes 1946-47 
Drawbacks, general - 1946-47 .... .... .... .... 
Watchmen - 1946-470 .... .... .... ..., .... 
Temporary Clerica.1 Assistant-1946--47 .... .... .... 
Extra Porterage - 194-7 .... .... .... .... 

.... War Bonus - 1 9 4 6 4 7  .... .... .... .... 
.... Rent of Warehouse - 1 9 4 6 4 7  .... .... .... 

.... 2. VIII .  Post Office 17 Occasional labour - 1946--47 .... .... .... 
3. XV. Police 36 Cleaning, water and light - 1946--47 .... .... .... 

46 Upkeep of bicycles -1946-47 .... .... .... .... 
50 Music, licences, fittings and repair of instruments - 1 9 4 6 4 7  .... 

.... 75 Motor launch - 1 9 4 6 4 7  .... .... .... .... 
4. XXIII. Medical 

Depart- 
ments- 

(5)  Board 
of 
Health 7 Expenses of Inspection Field Force - 1 9 4 6 4 7  .... .... 

9 Expenses in connection with and for the prevention of the spread 
of infectious diseases - 1946--47 .... .... .... 

.... 12 Incidentals - 1946-47 .... .... .... .... 
5. XXIX. 35scellane- 

.... ous Services 13  Telephone rentals, transfers and installations - 1 9 4 6 4 7  

6. XL. Waterworks 16 Plumbing expenses - 1 9 4 6 4 7  .... .... .... .... 
20 Refund of balances to depositors for new services laid - 1946-47 

Mr. I",LLZ('E(M.AN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: I am going to appeal, Mr. Chair- 

man, to the senior member for St. Joseph to let 
these Heads be dealt with one by one as is 
customary when a Resolution of this nature comes 
before the Plouse. I notice that the Government is 
about to provide additional accommodation for the 
storage of rum and I presume that that will also 
be mixed up with the bottling of rum. There is 
an increase in the water rates---on the last occasion 
we were told that the meters were in the Police 
Station oil the wharf-and I presume that any in- 
crease in t$(& consumption of water is due to the 
increase in the quantity of rum which has been 
shipped, so We need not worry particularly :]bout 
that. I also uncicrstand that that water is used fot 
the washing of the bottles and perhaps that may lit 
regarded a, being recouped from the rent which i- 
paid. Bnt I would like to Essue a warning whicn I 
am sure, the memhers of the Executive Committea 
will take seriously to heart. It is this. If the ship- 
ping of rum before i t  is properly matured IS due 
to the fact thai there is no adequate accommoda- 
tion for the storage of rum I think that i t  is In the 
interest of this island to provide that accommodatio~l 
because the rum trade is booming. There is no Inlow- 
ing when i t  mill become a flop and merchants will 
be willing, of course, to exploit i t  'to the full at 
present, perhaps to the detriment of themselves and 
to the island. I t  is a rather good source of revenue 
to this colony now and perhaps it may be necessary 
for  some Board of Control-attached perhaps to the 
Department of Agriculture-to see that th'is rum is 
matured. I understand that storage for a period of 8 

Jr  12 months is sufficient to make Barbados rum a 
pleasantly drinking product. I n  respect of indus- 
tries like bananas in Jamaica, grape fruit and 
oranges in Dominica, tomatoes in Montserrat, there 
are Marketing Boards and Government supervision 
in the respective islands and there are rejects of 
st& which are not up to standard. If we leave this 
rum business entirely En the hands of shippers, the 
trade is likely to be ruined. If  the rum is a t  present of 
a very good quality, there is no reason in  the world 
why i t  should not be of a better qua'lity if additional 
accommodation js provided so that i t  can be stored 
long enough to be matured. I am not speaking from 
personal experience but what I am saying is that 
if there is no proper storage space and this rum ;S 
allowed to go out of the island in a state of im- 
maturity, there will not only be d5ssatisfaction on 
the part of those to whom i t  is shipped but the 
people*ho consume i t  will be getting a product 
that wilI be detrimental to their health. It is in 
the interest of the country that an industry Yiim 
this should be watched by the Government and I 
suggest to the senior member for St. Joseph that the 
hint which I have given is well worth considering. 
I would like to enquire whether this additional 
watchman to be employed is going to watch con- 
tinuously every night or if some arrangement 1s 
made to give him time off. I take it, Mr. Chdrman, 
that this schedule will be considered Head. after 
Head because I have a comment to make under an- 
other Head. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman,-I also think 
that we should deal with this schedule, Head after 
Head. In regard to these watchmen. you are_ no doubt 

3 
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aware that the Customs has a bad reputation for 
making them work for  excessively long hours, and 
I trust that now the matter has been drawn to the 
attention of the honourable member who is in, charge 
of Government Businea affecting this Department 
\v111 give us the assurance, if he cannot tell us  now 
how many hours these watchmen work, that he wi!l 
have the necessary &&ructions given to the Customs 
that this watchman does not work longer than the 
ordinary working how.  

The CHAIRMAN: It has been suggested by 
the junior member for  the City and the: junlior mem- 
ber for  St. Lucy that the Heads in  the Schedule 
be taken one by one. Does the senior member for 
St. Joseph accept the suggestion? 

Mr. ADAMS: If it is the wish of the 
majority, Mr. Chairman, I have no objection. Per- 
haps i t  is eas'ier to deal with the Schedule in that 
way. 

Mr. WILHINSON: Before the question is put, 
Sir, I should like to say a few words on this rim 
story. I have recently returned from Canada- 
naturally being a Barbadian I am interested in  m m  
--and while there I did receive complaints from 
several people that the quality of the rum now 'Jeing 
.shipped to Canada from this island is not as zood - - 
as i t  was a few years ago. The junior member for the 
City raised an  important point, namely, that the 
Government should provide sufficient storage accom. 
rnodation so that the rum can be kept under Gov- 
ernmental control and the Govcrurnent give i1 

guarantee that it has been matured for one year 
or eighteen months. I do think that if we wisQ to 
encourage the rum export trade, some consideration 
should be given to the suggestion which the honour- 
able member has put forward. As I have &id I have 
~eccntly visited Canada and many traders there 
put this question to me: "Can you guarantee that 
the rum from Barbados will be two years old?" Wel!, 
I was not in a position to give them a guaran'ccc 
because I am not in the rum trade, but I think the 
sug~estion of the junior member for the City should 
be mvestigated. At the same time I would like :o 
say  that I am not very keen on seeing rum ware- 
houses all over this City. I suggest that they be 
established in places outside the City limits. 

Mr. WARD: Mr. Chairman, - I thoroughly 
agree with the remarks of the junior member for 
St. James and the junior member for the City. 'I'lic 
Government, in my opinion, 5s a little too lax 
as f a r  as the rum trade is concerned. I know fro-11 
experience that in North America as well as in 
Canada they are asking for aged rum. They claim 
that  the rum should he 2* to  3 years old and I 
have heard it stated that in  the near future i t  may 
be that the rum exported from Rarbados \i.oull~ bc 
three years old. This is where I blame the Govern- 
ment. If an individual wants to erect his ov& bon-l 
to store rum the Government says to him "You can 
erect i t  but you still have to pay warehouse rent" 
and that is where I do not agree with the Govern- 
ment. If the Government cannot provide buildings 
in the which the different merchants can store and 
bottle rum and the individuals provide them I da 
not think that the Government should penalize those 
individuals, by making them still pay warehouse 
rent. That is the situation to-day. I know that 
there are many export,ers of rum who mould build 
thejr own bonds but i t  would not be an economk 
proposition !as f a r  as they are concerned to bui!cl 
their bonds and then the Government taxes them 
t o  the extent of six shillings a year on every 64 
gallons of rum, irrespective of whether that rum 

remains in the murehouse for a day or a year; they 
would be paying taxecj in two ways. If 
the Government will not allow the exporters of rm 
to h t z ~  their own bonds and store their rum free, 
the Government should erect bonds-I would not say 
in the City became rum is a volatile substance and 
if you have large quantities of it lying about, one 
of these days you may have a conflagration which 
would result in much distress to people. I feel 
that the Government should build bonds in open 
spaces and increase, if necessary, the Customs stad 
to supervise the bottling of the ram. T b  rum 
bnsin: ss is an asset to the Government at presermt 
and we shopld be able to have the rum matured for 
two or three years so that we can compete with 
the outside markets. I know from telegrams which 
have been receked by the firm with ~vhich L am 
associated that  rum which has been stored for a 
2ertain period has always been asked for and if xve 
xnao t  supply ' rum of thati maturity our export 
m d e  n-ill fail and some other country will capture 
t. Puerto Rico, for example, is supplying rm 
hrec years olci-other places are supplying i t  five 
ymrs old--and we must bear in mind that the 
'xporters in Puerto Rico ship their rum to the 
6.S.A. ifree of duty while we in the Gritish TJTest 
indie:? must pay duty on the rum we ship to 
3anada and elsewhere, so, in my opinion, the ru2l 
r;i p should be given every facility to help boost 
he island's revenue. Another thing which must be 
wrnr in mind is this: Owing to  the fact that the 
-rim trade has increased to such a great extent it 
l a i  hciped the growers of canes to get something 
m t  of it. Molasses which was formerly thrown away 
IS now being sold a t  eight cents a gallon and that  
noney is passed on to the cane grower; so that it 
.an readily be seen that if you kill the rum trade 
TOU are affecting the financial position of the cane 
:rowers. We should give it every support. I am 
p i t e  sure that the merchants to-day will do any- 
hing to help the Government facilitate matters and, 
n my opinion, they mill pay a little morr if they 
.an I.? glre:l bn i ld i~~gs  in which they can store and 
lottle their rum. I know th'at this question of pro- 
, idiilg accommodation for  this purpose give8 the 
?omptroller of Customs a headache because he has 
o go outsicle and rent places, knowing that he may 
~ a v e  to pay exorbitant rents. 

Xr. AD,4MS : A11 I should like to sap is that 
he Govrmunent will bear in  mind all that  has been 
;aid. I must, however, defend the Government to 
his extent. The Government did not anticipate 
his unanimity on the part of all partiea to get the 
fovernment to prolong the existence of this industry. 
My information has been that the merchants are so 
tnxious to sell the rum that they cannot wait until 
t comes out of the still and that  i t  is not so much 
r question of storage accommodation. I have heard 
,he complaint that  our rum has almost pot down 
o the state of Trinidad rum. But the Government 
vill bear all these suggestions in  mind. I rose only 
o say "Do not blame the Government. R>ather bring 
he lnatter before the Chamber of Commerce. and 
lsli the merchants themselves not to kill the trade." 
.f the Government is asked to introduce* the neces- 
,ary legislation, of course it will introduce i t  but I 
#an imagine that if the merchants say to one another 
'You give us a bad name through the raw rum 
vhich p u  are selling outside the island" that will 
:esult in greater improvement in the trade. I wel- 
come this sort of attitude to-day. If we go on likz 
this, we will soon be one happy family. Everybody 
seems willing to nationalize and make Government 
control every industry. I welcome it. 
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schedule. 
Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 

The question that the amounts under No. l, 
Head V1 Customs, stand part of the schedule is put  
and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. 
CUMMMS, the amount under No. 2, Head V111 Post 
Office, stands part of the schedule. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the amounts 
under No. 3, Head XV Police, stand part of tk. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. chairman,-I would just h;.: 
to draw to the attention of the s e n i o ~  member ior  
St. Joseph that  it would m m  as jlf there is a 
considerable increase i n  the cost of cleaning in thie 
Department. I know that the item R.% set out U 
the Estimates happens to be "cleaning, water and 
light" but it would seem as if the reason for the 
supplementary vote of E250--8100 per month-is the 
increase in the cost of materids for cleaning. It 
looks a big amount to me and I would l'ike to get the 
rssurance from the senior member for St. Joseph 
that everything in this respect is in order. #The nesl 
thing I would like him to tell the Committee is 
whether the changed method of repairing the bicycles 
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is giving satisf aetion. 
41r BRANCKER,: With regard to the amount I , 

The that the amounts under Head XV. 
' o l i ~ ,  stand part of the schedule is put  and resolvecl 
n the affirmative without division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr- 
;ox, the amounts under No. 4, Head X X I I I  Medical 
Iepartments, stand part of the schedule. 

On the motion otf M r .  ADAMS, ~econded by Dr.. 
JUMMINS, the amount under NO. 5, Hea31 XXIX 
,fiscelleneous, stands part of the schedule. 

Mj.. D A M S :  I bsg to move that the amounts 
lnder No. 6, Head XL Waterworks, stand part of 
he schedule. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: I would just like to enquire 

'ram the senior member for St. Joseph-I hope, Mr. 
:hairman, that you will not rule me out of order 
,ut my enquiry is i n  connection with the Waterworks 
ilthough it is not in respect of any particular item 
n this schedule-whether the item which was 
ieleted fmm the last Estimates regarding the con- 
itruction of a building for the station foreman a t  
the Belle Pumping Station is still under considera- 
tion by the Government or whether it has been 
sbandond. 

Mr. A D U S :  It is for the Chairman to rule 
whether such an  enquiry is in  order. 

The CHAIRtMAN : Taking into consideration 
I t c  ewgencies of the moment I think i t  is in  order. 

Mr. ADAMS: I t  is not for  me to question your 
ruling, Mr. Chairnlan, but I would like to make 
this appeal to all honourable members. I n  connec 
,ion with matters which are brought bdore th . 
House, i t  is reasonable, where the Government does 
lot spring something on honourable members a d  
isks them to deal with it the same day, that they 
3hould give the member of the Executive Cornmitt, 5 

in charge of the measure notice beforehand of a:,\ 
question or  questions which they intend to ask, s t ~  
that he can come here fortified with the answer or 
answers. If the junior member for the City had 
asked me that question earlier in the day I would 
have had with me all the Papers from wh'lch T 
could give the information. As you, Sir,  hale 
ruled that the honourable member's enquiry is i;. 
order I will tell him that the matter is under COT. 
sideration or has been considered or wil l  be 20.1- 
sidered (Laughter). 

Nr .  LEWIS : I can assure the honourable mem- 
ber that I have taken into consideration all that he 
has said. I am more than willing to adopt 'in future 
the course he has suggested but he will notice that 
if 1 ask a question and he has not the answer I do 
not press for it. I only thought that as a member 
of the Executive Committee for some time he would 
have 1i.non.n their policy in respect of that particular 
item. 
W. SMITH: Again I want to warn the Gov- 

ernment against sowing the seed of discontent i n  
this Department. I have understood that workmen 
a t  headqnarters who go to the country districts t o  
work receive overtime pay and the district foremen 
who are supposed to be on duty until whatever time 
the tcorli is completed receives no overtime pay. 3 
think that is unfair to these district foremen. If 
kou pay one set of workmen overtime YOU shodcl 
z:so pap the other set overtime and I sincerely hope 
that the senior member for St. Joseph will do his 
hest to find out if my statement is correct and if 
i t  is correct, have the state of affairs remedied. 

The question that the amounts under Head XL, 
Vaterworks, stand part of the schedule is put  and 
resolved in the affirmative without division. 

for  cleaning, water and light I do not know if the I 
honourable member in charge of the Resolution will 1 
be able to give details but I hope that i t  inclu;lw I ' 

substantial increase ef the remuneration to the I 
pwple who actually dc the work because you know, 
sir, that in these Departments the charladies and 
grooms are underpaid. I would lil,~. to know whether 
this amount of $20 is all that is asked fop hp the 
Bandmaster in connection with the bawl; it scc+ms 
to  me a rather small amount although i t  is a supple- 
lnentary vote. We have only recently %ei?t;reil the 
>crvices of a Bandmaster who has displayed great 
tfficiency and dynamic energy and I hope that r hc 
yovernment will give him all he asks for to enable 
him to keep the band up to the standard of efficiency 
at which he is striving to keep i t  and not be cheese- 
paring i n  its policy towards him. 

Mr. LEWIS: Before the senior member for 
St. Joseph replies I would like to tell him that it 
appears curious to me that they have a launch 
which has 'been overhauled and that a supplementar; 
vote of $38 is asked for to pay for its insuraz:. 
which was not foreseen. I would like to know 
mhether the launch has been insured before 
or whether thi$ is something entirely new. The fact 
that i t  was unforseen that the launch should have 
been insured seems curious to me. 

Mr. ADAMP : I cannot give the hononrab!c~ 
members any more information than that which 
appears in the notes and which has been copied 
almost verbatim from the Minnte Papers. I can 
only say that the amount which the Government 
is going to ask for  in the Estimates in respect of 
the Band will be consicl~erable as compared with this 
small amount. As regards tLe bicycles, honourable 
members will remember that Supt. Calver recom- 
mended that the repair of bicycles bp a policema~i 
should be stopped and in consequence the bicycles 
are being repaired outside by civilian labour and 
t5at is the cause of the increase in this item. The 
necessity, as the result of Supt. Calver's recommend- 
Aions, of bringing people from outside to do thin@ 
which policemen did before is the cause of much 
nf this increased amount which is being asked for. 
Policemen have 'been complaining that they shonId 
not groom their horses and clean the stables anil 
if civilian labour is brought in to do the cleaning 
i t  costs more. 

1 

2 

6 

i 

l 



JANUARY 7, 1947 
- 

+ 

A 

P 

* 

P 

P 

'P. 

@ 

U 

9 

J*- 
f- 

*- 

. . . 

The question that this ResoIution do now pass i 

nest  put and resolved in the t8bmative withou 
division. 

REFUND OF CUSTOMS DUTY TO ST. RIICHAEL'S 

COMMISSIONERS OF HEALTH 

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Chairman,-The nex 
Resoiution is for the sum of £201. 5. 10. to be p a n t  
ed to the Commissiouers of Health, St. Michael, a 
P rcfund of the Customs import duty and packag 
tax paid on five motor lorries, two tipping gear 
and certain tipping gear spares imported in con 
ncction with the scavenginr of the City of Bridge 
town and iQ suburbs. The scavenging of the Cit; 
ef Bridgetown and its suburbs is now done depart 
mentally and the necessary equipment is imported £01 
the purpose. This RRsolutiwn is to refund to thc 
Commis~oners of Health, St. Michael, the impor 
duty and package tax paid on five additional motol 
lorries and equipment imported by them. On tht 
16th Nay, 1946, a similar Resolution was passed fo: 
the sum of 8295. 2. 9 and I beg to move that this 
Pesolution do now pass. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman,-I am not 

going to Oppose this Resolution bvt I wonld just 
like to make an enquiry from the honourable 
member in charge of Et or from the stnior member 
for the City who is the Churchwarden of that paris$ 
in respect of these motor lorries. Sometime a p  when 
a similar Resolution was before this House I threw 
out the suggestion that the proper authoriiy 
should sec to i t  that the motor lorries which are 
imported in future for this purpose are so con- 
structed that the refuse which is thrown into them 
i~ not allowed to be blown all over the streets and 
so get rid of the horrible nuisance which now es- 
ists. I wonld like to discover if these five lorries, 
in respect of which we are about to grant this re- 
fund of import duty, are constructed in accordance 
with the morc modern method of hygiene and san- 
itation. 

The question that the Resolution do now pass 
is put and resolved in  the affirmative without 
div's7c:l. 

EX GRATIA GRANT TO J A N E  LASHLEY 

The C O ~ I L ~ T T C E :  granted ,the request of tllc 
senior member for St. Joseph that the junior 
member for St. John move the next Resolution 
which is for the sum of S77. 12. 6. to be granted 
as an ex gvatia grant to Jaue hsh ley ,  mother of 
Joseph N. Bannister, formerly a porter a t  the Cus- 
toms Department, in consideration of his 32 years' 
service in that Department. 

Nr. RLACIiJ'tAX : Mr. chairman,--~ose& K. 
Bannister was employed as a porter a t  the Customr, 
for 32 yeam Ke c1Ieci on the 9th of August,l94G, 
and it is customary to give a n  ex gratia grant to 
the nearest relative in circtunstances of this sort. 
The nearest relative in this instance is J a m  Lashley, 
the mother of the deceased, who is 71 years old. 1 
beg to more that this Resolution do now pass. 

Blr. ADAMS: I beg to second that. 
Ur. GARNER: Mr. Chairman,-I hasten to asir 

the Government to revise its method of granting 
pensions or gratuities to persons of this type. Iu  
the highest brackets, you 6ncl people who are working 
fop large sdaries receiving large pensions and when 
i t  comes to people like this they are given 1ittle.or 
nothing. The system is wrong and I have been 

dlKays impressing on the Government that i t  needs 
yevision. I hope, Sir, that it will not be long when 
the Gorernment, as  constituted now, will see its way 
to  revise this system, so that these underpaid employ- 
ees in the lowest brackets will be treated alike in  
the granting of pensions and gratuities to enable 
:hem to malntain themselves in  their old age or, ~f 
:hey die, their beneficiaries to get something more 
than what they get a t  present. TEjs is not a proper 
may of doing business and becauw these people do 
menial work, that does not mean that they should 
not get better treatment when they become inca- 
pacitated. I hope the Government will move along 
the lines I suggest quickly. 

Mr. IJEWIB: I take i t  that this W% a pension- 
ible post. A t  present there is another Resolution of 
i similar nature before us ,and the years of service 
me pretty close-32 in one Case and 26 in the other. 
What I wonld like to know is the method by which 
;his gratuity is arrived at. I understand that there 
s hjome law by which you can give up  to a year's 
~moluraents but that may be done in the case of 
~omeone who has served for 8 or 9 or perhaps 12 
rears in the Service. Where a gratuity is given to 
L person who has left a non-pensionable job in  the 
lervice I take it that the Government has adopted 
he method of one month's salary for each completed 
.ear of service. What I mean is. this. If this man 
lad given 12 years' service to the Government, would 
t have granted a year's emolument in the same 
ray ? 

Mr. BLACKMAN: The information which has 
lee11 askrd for by the junior member for  the City 
3 supplied in paragraph 2 of the addendum which 
ays :- '"f an officer who is pensionable under thd 
'ension Act, 1925, (1925-2) die while i n  the Public 
lervicp of this Island after serving i n  the Public 
;ervice for not l,em than five years his legal personill 
epresentative may be granted a, gratuity not exceed- 
i g  one year's pensionable emoluments ...-........ 7 7 

Mr. LEXTIS : Mr. Chairman,-Perhaps I should 
ave put  my criticism in this way. The members of 
ite Executive Committee, now that the:$ haw altered 
he p i n &  f of making these grants, should see to 
, tha e aw is amended I can.-ot for the liie 
f me ses why any person who has servecl this Gov- 
rnment for 5 years s h d d  get the equivalent of one 
ear's einoluments and someone else who has servecl 
, for 32 years should be entitled to  the same year's 
moluments. I think that a graduated scale would 
0 more j~~s t i ce  to the employees of the, Govern&-  

The question that the Resolution do now 
, .put  and resolved in the affirmative without 
ivision. 

TRAVE~UJINQ ALLOWANCE TO OLD AQE PENSION 
ENQUERY O F F I C E S .  

31r. ADAhIS: The next Resolution, Sir, is for 
le sum of E73 t o  be placed a t  the disposal of the 
overnor-in-Esrcutive Committee to pay from the 
s t  November, 1946, to the 31st Mare$, 1947, a 
-avelling allowance a t  the rate of E50 a year to the 
)Id Age Pension Enquiry Officer a£ St. Nichael and 
trawlling allowsace a t  4hc rate of 325 a year to 

2ch of the other five Old Age Pension Enquiry 
fficers. 

As honourabh members will see from the adden- 
um, representations have. been made by thc Old 
~ g e  Pension Enquiry Officers for increased salaries 
ud the grant of an allowance for travelling. The 
iovernment made a pretty extensive enquiry to  
ie  financial implication of this and, above all, it 
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made enquiry from the Social Welfare Officer who, I 
must say, has written an excellent minute,-a min- 
ute which is 60 illuminating that the Government 
feels that the whole question should be gone into. 
The Pension Enquiry OEcer of St. Michael receives 
a salary of £150 per annum; the officer of Christ 
Church and St. George receives £125 per mnum;  
the officer of St. John and St. Philip receives £120 
per annum; and the officers of St. Andrew, St. Joseph, 
St. Thomas, St. James, St. Peter and St. Lucy re- 
ceive £100 each per annum. I n  St. Michael the 
number of new applications in the first six months 
last year was 306, while during the same period, the 
number in St. Andrew and St. Lucy was 26 respec- 
tively. The average per month in each of these 
parishes was 7.5 and 10 respectively as  compared 
with an  average of 51 per month in St. Michael. 
The number of meetings held in St. Michael during 
the same period was 13 whereas the number or' 
meetings held in St. Andrew and St. Lucy was five 
respectively. Honourable members will see, therefore, 
that  the case of the officer in St. Michsel is very strong 
when compared with that of the others who really 
do not seem to have such onerous duties. I n  St. 
Philip, the number of new applications for  the six 
months referred to was 46, the average per month 
being 11.83 and the number of meztinga held durlng 
the period being 5. I n  St. John, the number was 
25 with an average of 11.83 and 4 meetings were 
held. So that the whole qucstion needs to be gone 
into and the Government has come to the conclusion 
that the fairest thing to do at present h to give 
this travelling allowance in accordance with these 
mtes and have a complete reorganization of the whole 
Old Age Pension System. We may consider central- 
izing it, although doubtless those who are now offi- 
rcrs would not be pushed out of their offices. I beg 
to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. COX : I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairman,--I am going to 

move that the further consideration of this Resolu- 
tion be postponed. I am not particularly influenced 
hy newspaper arguments about what is to take place 
in  this House but undoubtedly in this matter some 
points have been made of which honourable members 
cognisant of their responsibility should take some no- 
tice and it strikes me, Sir, that this i s  a Resolution 
which on the face of i t  needs to be postponed..lThe Gov- 
ernment has admitted in paragraph 2 of the 
addendum that th'e whole system of old age pensic1 
cnquiry requires examination and I am going tc 
ask the senior member for St.  Joseph to accept my 
motion if, after I have told him my reason for 
moving it, he agrees with me. I find that these 
people who have been appointed part-time officers 
of the Government have been given pension rights, 
not that that in itself is a wrong thin? but the fact 
remains that there are othcr part-time officers of 
the Government who have not had this privilege. 
The next th'jng is that on the appointment of thcse 
officers I understand that travelling allowance was 
taken into acconnt in thc salaries given. If that 1s 

so, they have the further advantage over qther 
people in the Service of getting a pension 0:: their 
travelling allowance. If all that is trup and the 
Government is going to examine this system 
thoroughly, perhaps wlth a view to its centralisation, 
1 think that this piecemeal mlethod will not only do 
harm, for instance, in not giving the fullest con- 
sideration to the demands of thepe people but i t  is 
likely to bring about a certain amount of dissension 
ir the Department itself. I understand that afte? 

t pension enquiry officer has gone around and made 
his enquiries in  respect of the applications for old age 
pension, his job is finished; perhaps some revision 
is necessary but the paying officer has to continue 
to pay the pensions and we have what I regard as  
2 ridiculous system of paying these weekly. 
There is never a break o f  more t h a n  one day a 
week in the payment of these pensions h the parish 
3f St. Nicheal; the paying officer in this parish 
pays almost every day continuously and I feel that 
if  payment was made fortnightly i t  would help as 
Far as the amount which is paid out is concerned. 
I know that it would cause a certain amount of 
discomfort to people who are in  need of the money 
but I understand that there are many pensioners 
who allow their pensions to accumulate with the 
view of drawing a lump sum; i t  may be that they 
form a small portion of the number of pens'ioners 
but that is the information which I have received. 
So far  as I am concerned I feel that as long as we 
are not robbing them pensioners, it might help the 
paying officers if some arrangement is made to pay 
them fornightly instcild -of weelrly. I would like 
to discover from the senior member for St. Joseph 
vhether any consideration has been given to the 
salaries which are beinp paid to the paying officers 
and whether the salaries of the enquiry offic, "rs are 
~megarded as adequate for the services rendered. It 
is being said that the latter officers are given 
this special consideration for reasons entirely apart 
from the fact that they are Old Sge  Pension enquiry 
officers. I hope that is not so. I feel that my coa- 
sidaration in the conduct of Government's businea 
in this Assembly should be somewhat comprehensive. 
I find that this Government is always creating 
offices like those of the Old Age Pension Enquiry 
Officers. It has created the offices of Regktering 
Officers,--officers who may register two people in  18 
months and then have a rush a t  eIection time. These 
people, I understand, have very easy jobs and we 
are saddling the taxpayers in this country with the 
payment of pensions to persons for having done 
practically no work. The vast majority of the 
people who pay taxes in  this island have no seenriiy 
of tenure nor any hope of a pensioq a t  all;  i l i r~r  
only hope is to pay taxes and when thcp can no 
longer pay they are accommodated in a clean dmq- 
house. The people who draw pensions should per- 
form some duties for the money they receive. In addi- 
tion to tl e salaries which are paid to some of these 
enquiry officers, they receive remuneration from othcr 
sources and, as sizch, they are in a position to say to 
applicants "Came to me" instead of their going to 
the applicants. Perhaps i t  may be better to g;ve 
them travelling allowance and let them go and see 
whether the applicants are really qualified to recnive 
old w e  pens5ons. If an amalgamation of thrsc 
offices can be made, i t  should be done. This reminds 
me that the Department of Agriculture had some 
part-time officers whom they threw out and it was 
as a result of the efforts of the senior member for 
St. Thomas and myself that some 0,' thosc men got 
employment; since then nothing has: been heard of 
the gratnity or the pension that was promised to 
them for the wrvires renderd  in that 
Department. I feel that it is time to have 
this old w e  pension system reviewecl and 
if the Government has promised-it does not always 
promise these things-to have this system reviewed 
with a view to its c~ntralization, we can postpone 
this question until such time as that revision takes 
place. I sincerely hope that politics has no thin^ 
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to do with the granting of this special consideration 
to the pension enquiry officers. I am &illing to pay 
adequate salaries for adequate s~ervices performed 
but do not let i t  be said that because we have n 
particular form of Government now, we are squander- 
ing money. I appeal to honourable members to view 
the matter in that light and I repeat that there is 
a vast army of taxpayers whose employers can cm- 
ploy them for two, three or forty years and thell 
kick thcn~  out with no hope of security but the 
almshouse and these are the people who have to put  
the money in  the Treasury to guarantee the Govern- 
ment ~e rvan t s  security of tenure and pensions. K 
am moving that the fnrther consideration of this 
Resolution be postponed so that this matter could 
be reviewed and that this apparent preferential 
treatment will not be so apparent. 

Mr. ADPLZIS: I do not know whom the hon- 
ourable member refers to when he talxs about the 
new Government and politics- 

&. LEWIP:  I am sorry, Mr. Chairman. I 
did not intend to cast any aspersion on the present 
Government. I understand that this matter was 
under consideration before the election that recently 
took place. 

Mr. ADAMS: I am glad the honourable mem- 
ber has exonerated us because the pension enquiry 
officer in St. Joseph is one of my most ardent 
enemies and it dloes not matter to me hcw much he 
gets or how much he does not get. The petition 
was received from these men on the 14th July last 
year; they pointed out that they were appointed 
in  1938 a t  the same salarier and were never given 
travelling allowance or war bonus although their sala- 
ries were under $200 a gear. All the honcurnble mem- 
her has said affecting them may be true. Let us 
say that i t  is t rue;  all that -ill be taken into con- 
sideration in investigating the ~vhole system. But 
surely the honourakle member caii hardly ask us 
to agyee with him that because officers of other 
Departments have to be consiclerec?, -\R should not 
take this application into consideration now. This 
is purely an interim award pending the investiga- 
tion of the system of old age pension enquiry and 
having regard to the fact that these men have had 
ICO increase in salaries since 1938, no travelling al- 
lowance and no war bonns. I n  the case of the 
pecsion enquiry officer $or St. Michael I am told 
that although his is a part-time job, i t  is, in  effect, 
a whole-time office. You have just heard the figures 
in respect of new applications for  the period 1st 
January, 1946, to the 30th June, 1946; in his case 
there were 306 applicants and the next highest 

number was 46 in the parish of St. Philip. After 
taking all the circumstances into consideration, the 
Government is merely asking (for this travelling al- 
lowance for these men and I hope that honourable 
members will agree to this interim payment pOnding 
the enquiry which the Government intends to mak:: 
as speedily as possible. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I should like to point out 
that on the Order Paper there is an Address-No. 
38-under Private Members' Business to be moved 
in relation to an  increase in the remuneration of 
payment to Enquiry Officers. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman,-I would just lilie 
to say this. I f  this was an interim adjust~nent of 
salaries i t  would not be creating a new principle 
but on the honourable member's own admission this is 
Eome sort of interim adjustment creating the prin- 
ciple of giving travelling allowance where there was 
I.one before. If you are dealing with the question 
of travelling allowance, perhaps the enquiry officer 
ef St. Michael would have a vast number of applica- 

i ~ ~ n s  but what about the facilities to get to those 
applicants ? H e  can get a bus to take him to 
iwarly every part  of St. Nichael. Some of these 
officers in the country districts have two parishcs 
to  deal with and, it is not always possible t o  get a 
bus to travel across the country to enquire into the 
c~rcumstances m! a n  applicant for  old age pension. 
Tn such an  event, that  officer has to walk if he has 
rtot his own bicycle. The disparity in these amounts 
G <  :ravelling allowance does not appeal to me. The 
enquiry officer of St.  Philip and St. John who has 
3 or 4 applications to investigate may have to do a 
great deal more travelling to investigate those 3 or 
4 applications than the enquiry officer of St. Michael 
would have to do to investigate 11 or 12 cases two 
or three of whom may be in  Carrington Village and 
two or three in another place which he can easily 
reach by R bus. 

At this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SPELL= takes th3 
Chair and adjourns the House until 2.45 p.m. in 
accordance wlth Rule 40 (a) .  

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (A) 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. ADAMX: Mr. Speaker,-There are no 

replies to any Questions ready as yet, and i n  the 
circunlstancles I am asking leave to move for  the 
suspension of Rule 61 (a) in  order to resume Gov- 
ernment Business. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is 
mking leave to move for the suspension of Rule 
61 (a) in order to resume Government Business. If 
there IS no objection, leave will be granted the hon- 
ourable member. There being no objection, the h m -  
ourable member may make the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that Rule 61 (a) 
be now suspended in order to resume Government 
Business. 

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

IZESUBTPTION O F  COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER : When the adjournment tooir 
place, the House was in  Committee of Supply. 

31r. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House 
wsumed Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY being 
in the Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When we were i n  Commit- 
tee of Supply, we were considering a Resolution to 
place the sum of S73 a t  the disposal of the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee to pay from the 1st Novem- 
ber, 1946, to the, 31st March, 1947, a travelling 
allowance a t  the rate of S50 a year t o  the Old 
Age Pension Enquiry Officer of St. Michael, and 
a travelling allowance a t  the rate of S25 a year t o  
m h  of the other five Old Age Pension Enquiry 
Officm. The honourable junior member for the 
City was speaking. 

31r. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,-I think that  1 
have mentioned all the points which I intended to 
mention in connection with this matter. I think 
that we should vote for the postponement of this 
rZrsolution until the whole scheme has been gone 
into. It seems to me that an excellent case has been 
made out both in the Press and otherwis- for the 
cowideration of the Paying Offiaers as we::, and 1 
think that we are creating an entirely new principle 
by t h h  interim adjustment. I feel that this is ,L 

matter which needs to be further considered by the 
Executive Committee. If honourable m~mbers  feel 
that they cannot hold the view which I hold, 
that people who are working for  the Government 



should do adequate work for the salaries which they 
receive, they can keep to their own inclination. I 
am only doing my duty a s  I see i t  in connection witn 
this matter. 

Mr. COX: I cannot agree with the remarks 
of the honourable junior member for  the City. First 
cf all, the honourable mewber speaks about the 
amount which is being spent in  connection with the 
Old Age Pensiola Department- , 

Mr. LEWIS: No such words ever crossed my 
lips; I do not even k w w  the amount which is being 
spent. 

Mr. COX: The honourable member spoke about 
the travelling allowance which the Government pro- 
poses to pay to the Pension Enquiry Officers. W h a t  
I would like the honaurable member to realise that no 
amount should be too great to be spent on tk2 poor 
people of any country. I feel that nothing probes 
more deeply into the civilisation of a colon;. thali 
the care that is being taken of the old people aft?? 
they have given all their service to the colony. I t  
must be realised that the Pension Enquiry Offijvs 
lm-,-e to visit the various people m-ho apply for pcil- 
sions no matter where they live, and i t  i d  fair that  
they should be given travelling allowance. As f a r  as 
the Pension Enquiry Officer of St.  Jlichael i s  concera- 
ed, when the honourable junior member for thc City 
.peaks about using a 'bns for transportation, L woulcl 
I'ike to inform him that if the ~ c ~ ~ l ~  vants  to get 
to Carrington7s Villaye, for instance, from mother 
district, he has to get a 'bus to take him to Bridge- 
town first and then take another 'bus. Then there 
are many avenues into which the Offiaer has to make 
visits and he cannot travel along those avenues by 
neans of any 'bus. I do not see why we should 
q,iibble over the payment of a few doLlars by way 
of travelling allowance to this Officer. It must be 

that when a person sends in his claim for 
a pension, the claim has to be justified by the En- 
quiry Officer and it must be realised that his salary 
is only E150 per annum. He has been receiving that 
balary since 1938, and since then the cost of living 
has risen to about 120%. How much use is that 
salary to a man m-ho is occupyins the position of all 
1i:nquiry Officer? Kefersing again to the question of 
"cr.svelling allownnce, L feel that this Officer, just as 
p ~ y  cther OEcer, should be given travelling 
;)llo~vance. Tit11 r?gard to the point raised 
;~l,out the Paying Officers, I feel that that can oe 
left oak of eonsideration because these officers do not 
li;a,ve to do m y  travelling. If these Officers arc 
imiwg mlderpaid, me can always increase their salar- 
$8. I feel that wc: should pass this Resolution and 
Cake it upon ourselves to see that the greatest care 
and attention is meted out to the old people after 
tliey h a ~ e  given their lives to the service of the 
colony. 

AIr. GALE : The honourable junior member 
for  {he City ha.: stressed the pcint that the scheme, 
uot only in ~e la t jon  to the Pension Enquiry Officers 
but  the whole Staff connected with the Old Ag? Pen- 
sion Departrlent. should he gone into before any 
payment of travelling allowance or any change S 

made, am3 1 thick that he is right. I f  tile 
Governi;le~t is dealing with this matter, I think 
that i t  would be much better to deal with i t  as a 
whole and not in any piecemeal manner as we are 
now attemutiil.r to do. I quite agree that the Pension 
Enquiry Officers should be paid travelling allowam-. 
L happened to be a member of the Old Age Pension 
Claims Committee at one time, and I know that the 
Pecsjon B q u i r p  Officer of St. Michael has to do 
a fair amount of travelling. He has to look fo r  

the people who are making representations for Old I 
Age Pensions, and it is not always convenient for  
him to travel by 'bus. He has to go to the villages 
and he has to use a bicycle if he has not got a car. 
It is not vcry often easy to find some of the people rr, 

P 
who make claims for pensions. I rgpeat that I am 
quite in  agreement that travelling allowance should 
be paid to these Pension Enquiry Officers, but I am 
also inclined to agree with the matter as has been put 
forward by the honourable junior member for the 
City. The Government has admitted that the whole 
system needs to be changed; in some districts the , 
Old Age Pension Staff has very little work to do 
and in other districts there is a greater amount of 
work to be clone. I feel that the Government is at- 
tempting to deal with only one side of the question. 
The Paying Officers are just as responsible persons 
as the Enquiry Officers and they are dso entitled to 
some consideration. The salaries of the Paying Offi- 
cers have been fixed since 1938; they have not 
been increased and we are now singling out some 
members of the Staff of the Department and giving 
then1 travelling rtllowi-nace while the other members 
of the StaB are not getrim anv incmase. For the rea- 
sons which I have given, I am supporting the motion 
made by the honourable junior member fqr  t4e City. 
I thmk that this Resolution should postpolled and 
let the whole system be dealt with on a p h p e r  basis. 

Dr. CUMMINS: There is an old siaying that 
you, Mr. Chairman, and f have heard from the time 
when wk were boys; i t  is that while &he grass ts 
growing the horse is starving. This Besolation is for  
the purpose of paying travelling allowance to the 
Pensioll Enquiry Officers. 1 h a ~ e  been told that these 
Officers were appointed since 1938 when the travelling 
allowance was incorporated in their basic salaries. 
Even if these Officers travelled by 'bus, i t  costs moro 
to travel by 'bus to-day than in 1938. I n  those days 
you could get a 'bus to take you from Trafalgar 
Square to Jackson for  four cents, and now you ham 
to pay eight cents for that. Another point is that 
the cost of travelling has eaten into the basic salaries 
crf thesc Officers; I suppose they have to spend one- 
third of their basic salaries in pa;-ing for. thfir 
t~*nnsport. With respect to the 0fficei.s who v;orl; in 
the country districts, i t  impossible for t!leLn to 
travel by 'bus because there is no proper ?has scrvice 
and if they have to use bicycl~w their rr~ivelling 
will cost them more. While I agree that the Go\-e=li- 
inent should go into the system in respect of the 
entire Staff of %is Department, I feel that, as a s  
jiiterim matter, these Pension Enquiry Officc:., ~ h ~ i ~ l ~ l  
be given this £50 and £25 respectiveiy which the 
Government has asked for. so that the cost of trav- 
c!!ing for thes? Officerq should not pat illto SW;' it 

qreat part of their salaries. I am quite prepared to 
s u p p m  this Resolution as i t  is to-day. 

. 
Nr.  LEWIS: I am very: sorry that my remarks 

have not been intelligibli. to the honourable senior 
0 rOcd'. r. mernber for St. 3Iichael. 1 have never beard n -- 'lp 

misrepresentation of ordinary language by intelligent 
p e c ~ l ?  iil all my lifc. Kot one cent of this monc:; is 
::oiii: to the people who are receiving old age p-mio:l.;, 
~o 'd-ijs is not a case of snyiny that the pfoyle who 
have served the colony during all their lifetimc 
should be looked after. This money is for the 
payment of travelling allowance to the Pension Eii- 
quiry OEcers, and so I do not see how the remarks 
of the honourable senior member for St.  Bfichael call 
be applicable to what I have said. I am not 1) 
against granting this travelling allowance to these 
Officers, but I do not see why certain people 



should be picked out and considered and others 
should be left out. I did not say that these Officers 
should travel by 'buses: I compaped the travelling of 
the Enquiry 086cer of St. Michael with that of the 
Lnquiry OBcer of St. John and St. I"hlip. I 
bald that the Office,r of St. Xichael would, at  least, 
have a ear when going into th2 idlazes and 
what 'bus could the Officer ~ L L  to convey him frorj  
St. Philip to St. John ? I never expected that anybndy 
who was sufiiently able to appeal to the electorate 
of St. Michael could misunderstand just two simple, 
ordinary propositions. That is not the sort of way 
to  give people the idea that you are making capital 
out of what has been said. The merits of what 
I have put  forward san 'bear examinat:on by any 
intelligent person. I do not think that we should 
pick out people and consider theln because they have 
asked for something. When the qualifying age for 
leceiving pensions was lowered and the Enquiry 
c~ffice~s had more travelling to do, the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph did not c~ns ider  them 
thcn; he has only considered them now that the 
matter has been drawn to his attention. Why is the 
honourable m-ember' only now concerned about this 
matter? Is  i t  that we cannot se? anyth:ng until ; t  
has been pointed out to us?  I sag that that iq not 
t'le spirit in which Go-ie~~~i::c>nt Eoslness should be 
conducted in this House. I do not believe that many 
honourable iuem'ocl.; know that :he E~cjuirl;  Officc~s 
ir, thc coontry lhire more than one pariw to loolr 
aftcr. If my information is correct, these Eucjuir:- 
Officers have to deal with two parishes. If I offered 
the hon. senior member for St. Joseph one of thcse 
jobs and allowed him to choose between the country 
and the parish of St. Michael I would like to know 
which hc would choose. Of course he would rhoose 
the parish of St. Michael because he would 
b~ able to get around more easily. If an  
Officer goes around making enquiries in  the 
parish of St. Joseph-(A MEMBER: The post- 
men use bicyc1cs)-the postmen use bh-clcs 
but they cannot ride them everphcre .  Tht: 
fact p-rnains that TTe have to tackle this question 
in a salesmanlike manner: we cannot pick out 
peopi ,from one Department and give them 
preferential treatment. That would appear as if there 
is something being done in the dark. As regards the 
argument about people working all their life in the 
service of the colony, 60 I not see them paying taxes 
all the time and only heading for  the almshouse? 1 
say that a good case has been made out for the 
postponement of this Resolution, and i t  mould come 
\rith p o d  grace from the members of the Executive 
Committee if they would brush asidc the weight of 
any of these Officers. The honourable junior mem- 
b:.r for St.  Michael has been a member of the Old 
Age Pension Claims Committee and so he &om% 
something about this matter; but his colleague docr 
not know any thin^ about it. I think that when the 
honourable member who has some knowledge of the 
matter, tells us that the whole system should be 
rcviewd before anything is done, I think that wr 
should agree with that. I do not see why the 
Enquiry Officer of the parish of St. Michael should 
be givm a travelling allowance of £50 and the 
other Officers be given only $25. That does not seem 
right to me. If enquiries are to he ma4e in respecl 
of two claims for pensions, one in St. Philip an6 
the other in St. John, one Officer has to attend t c  
both of these claims; if, for instance, four claim: 
3avp to be attended to-two a t  Haggatt Hall and 
two sowwhere else-why cannot the Offic~r in S t  
BIichael make two trips and attend to then? all? l 

know what I am tallriag about: I will not allow 
m y  s ntiment to govern me in this matter. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I hope to r?concile; the two 
I:oaourable members. The honcurable juniar member 
fcr the City is to be excused because his remarks were 
grossly m.srepresented by the honourabla senior 
?~einb:r for St. Nichael. In addition to $bag, the 
h0110u:able senior member for St. Nichael has opened 
himself to some severe criticism when he sugmstc 

that the Paying Officers were in lem respon&wc 
~ositiom than th? Enquiry Officers-- 

3Ir. COX: I h;~ve never said that. * 

Mr. CRAWFGRIP : The honourable member did 
nsinuuie that th- Enquiry Offkers were more en- 
itled to some further remuneration--- 

Mr. COX: Again, I never said that. What I 
pointed out was that the Paying Officers remain in 
he Office v-bereas the Enquiry Officers have to travrl 
n order to justify the claims made for pensions. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Certainly the natural in- 
crellcp to be drawn is that the work of the Pay- 
ng Officers is less onerous and responsible than that 
)f the Enquiry Officers. The honourable member 
orgets that thc moment we lowered the qualifying 
rge for  pensioliers from 70 years to 68 years an& 
ncreascd the amount of the pension, we automati- 
#ally increased the work of the Paying Officers. 
l'hey have to pay out more money to more people. 
. am not snggesting that either the Enquiry Officers 
r the Paying Officers are more entitled to receive 
m incl-ease of salary, but I am suggesting that both 
)f them are in the same position. I n  almost every 
:ase there is this extenuating factor in  respect o< 
,he Paying Officers; they are either the postmasters 
)r postmjstresses of the various districts, and they 
iave received increases in salary with respect to their 
ubstantive jobs. In addition to that, i t  is highly pos- 
,ible that in consequence of the new re-organisation 
hey will receive more money, I do not mean by that 
,hat those Officers should not be properly p i d  for the 
work which they are doing. I would suggest to the hon- 
)nrable junior member for the City that hc would 
)e well advised to respond to the application of the 
Enquiry Officers in the manner which has been sug- 
~cstcd hy the Government. I t  might be argued 
hat the Enquiry Officers are so much conrerned 
hat tlley h ~ e  : one to the extent of bending d 
jetition to thp Government, and if the Payinz Officers 
ire so indifferent to their conditions ss to sit ~ O W I  

I~I(!CI- all injustice, that is a matter for tlicm. We 
night look at  the matter from that point of view. 
As has been said by the honourable senior member 
'or St. Thomas, while the grass is growing thc horse 
S starving. There has been an increase of ~x-ork due 
o tht. Enct that the qualifying age for persons to 
le in r ceipt of pensions has been lowered and the 
amount cf the pension having been increase l, and 
;her. is no reason why we should fail to do what 
,VC call for this deserving section of the StafY. The 
Resolution asks for £73 which will pay th;. travel- 
ling for the Enquiry Officers from the 
1st of November until the end of the financial year, 
1nd 1 think that me may be able to give the honous- 

junior member for the City an undertaking 
that when we are considering the Colonial Estimates 
i11 the mgnth of Masch, some effort will he made 
to see that justice is meted out to all sections of 
the Old Age Pension Staff. 

JIr. MBPP:  $Ir. Chairman,-I had hoped to 
steilcl on my feet for the first time on more aus- 
pici0il.s occasion; however, I alp gure that that same 
latitude which has been extended to new members of 
this House will be extended to me. Quite a lot of heat 



h s  been generated already, but I feel that considera- 
tion of this Resolution calls for cool thought. The at- 
titude which the hon. senior member for St. Philip 
bns shown in this matter is the correct one; the 
honourable junior member for the City h ~ s  
destroyed his own case. If the Enquiry Ofkers  are 
worth the payment of a travelling allowance, then 
let us  pay them a travelling alowance. It does not 
help the case to argue that if this travelling allow- 
ance is paid to the Enquiry Officers the Paying 
Officers will be dissatisfied. I repeat that the attitude 
of the horiourab'le senior membefi for St. Philip 
towards this matter is the correct one. Let the Pay- 
ing Officers also ask for a n  increase, or let the hon- 
wrable junior member4 for  the City or the honour- 
able junlor member for St. Michael petition the 
Government on their behalf. To argue that we 

ould refuse to pay this travelling allowance to the 
nquiry Officers is not the hgh t  attitude towards if 

+his matter; that would only spread dissatisfact:on 
in the Department instead of curing it. I think 
that it should be the attitude of the Government to 
cure dissatisfaction rather than taus i t  to spread, 
and the sooner the dissatisfaction is cured, the bette? 
it will bp for everybody concerned. I think that 
we should shoTv the right attitude in this matter, 
pay these Officers what is due to them, and attend 
to the other matters in as short a time as possible. 
(Cheers). 

Mr. LEWIS: I have been told that the Paying 
Officers haye other jobs; I hear that some of thesz 
Officers arc shopkeepers as well. I would like to 
know whether the honourable senior member for St. 
Yhiljp can tcll me whether the Paying Officers are 
whole-time Officers or not. I s  i t  a fact that the 
Enquiry Officers do nothing apart from making en- 
quiries? I would like to know whether the honour- 
able member can supply me with any information 
as to these questions. 

31r. CRAWFORD : I am very sorry that 1 have 
to admit that the Officers have other jobs. Of 
course, I am opposed to this plurality of offices. 
The Government is now considering the possibility 

reducing the number of Officers and appointing 
a limitecl number of whole-time Officers. I n  the 
majority of cases, the Officers are also parochial 
employees-Poor R.elief Inspectors, Cotton Inspectors 
and employees of that sort. 

Mr. 3IOTTI;EY: Before I \rote one way or 
the other in this matter, I would like to know from 
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph on 
what bauiq the payment of this travelling allowance 
has beell arrived at. I t  has beell set out in the 
,iddenclurn to the Resolution that "Representations 
I ave been made by the Old Age Pension Enquiry 
Officers (for increased salal-ies and the grant of an 
allowance for travelling." The payment of $10 
per month as travelling allo~rance to the Officers of 
the country par'shes does seem to me to be inade- 
quate. I am not inclined to vote for the postpone- 
ment of this Resolution, but I would like to lino~x- 
whether this sum of money  ill be the amount of 
travellinz allowance which the Government will p\- 
these Officers after the end of March. If you estab- 
&h this principle now, you will have to carry it 
out. The payment of $10 per month as  travellinr 
allowance for an  Officer in St. Lucy, for instance, 
seems inadequate to my mind: 

Mr. ADAMS : I hope that what i s  taking place 
this afternoon will not be continued throLlghout this 
session- I do not see the necessity (for generating 
l eat ~Vorthv of a State trial over a simple matter. 
If i t  -me  possible to follow the inscrutable worliillns 
of the mind of the honourable junior member for th2 

Cltl-, we might reconcile his sugge6tion that me 
bhould not establish the principle of granting trav- 
elling allowance, and thereby tie our hands when 
we have done the complete investigation with his 
sugg&ion after lunch that i t  is iniquitious not tu 
give travelling allowance to a man who has to  travel 
from St. Philip to St. John. I do not see how we 
can exclaim that we are so anxious to help in the 
conduct of the business of the Government allcl 
then postpone the help. These Enquiry Officers 
have not sent i n  their applications; only now they 
4ave made applications on several occasions. Frankly, 
I am not aware of the particular reasons which 
operated in the minds of the Government in the  
past to ignore these applications. I rather fancy 
that d t e r  the initial rush which took place a t  the 
beginning of the payment of Old Age6 Penions, 
there was a decrease in the number of applications 
for pensious, and it might have been considered by 
the Government that when the qualifying age et 
whlch persons receive pensions was lowered, although 
the cost of l X n g  had gone up  between 1939 and 
1941, the work had decreased. The salaries paid to. 
the Pension Officers in the country were paid in 
consideration of the fact that the employment would 
be on a part-time hasis, and the employees were 
already the holders of a job, in some cases two jobs 
as in the case of a shopkeeper and district auction- 
eer. I appeal to honourable members to consider 
the case of the Officer of St. Michael: Reverend 
Godson assures us that although he has been em- 
ployed' on a part-time basis, the amount of wurli 
which he has to do makes his employment a whole- 
time business. He has been paid E150 per annum 
from 1936, and no war bonus or  travelling allow- 
ance. . We tell honourable membem #that thhe 
Enquiry Officers have made representatiocs that they 
have q ~ ~ i t e  a lot of work to do, that the whole 
position will be investigated and meanwhile I v e  
Eave shown you a case-as fa r  as  the Officer of St 
Michael is concerned at any rate-and the honoura- 
ble junior member for the City has shown a clear 
case as f a r  as the country Officers are concerned. 
What does i t  matter if we vote for  this Resolution 
lo-day and establish the principle of paying travel- 
ling allowance? The principle is either rigllt or 
wrong; if we think that the principle is wrong, let 
17s not v o t ~  for i t  a t  all. If we vote for this 
Resolution and establish the principle of payinp 
travdling allowance, then we must provide trav- 
elling allowance for these Officers. If th,esa 
Officfrs were policemen just before the General 
Elections we would not hear a lot that we are 
hearing to-day. We singled out the police me:^ 
and considered them just before November last year. 
How hard i t  is to say that this Officer in St. JIichael 
does not deserve something by way of travelling 
allomnce? Using the argument of the honourable 
junior member for the City, the others are entitled 
to the same consideration, not because they have 
less work to do, but on the ground that the salaries 
are so close that the Officer in St. Nichael can 
rrcvide his travelling allowance and not feel it as 
mueh as the others ~vhen he is getting an  average of 
30 applications ner month, and the nearest number to 
him is 14, and he is therefore doing three, four, five 
and in the case of St. Joseph and St. Andrew seven 
times as much work. I appeal to honourable mem- 
Lers to see that the postponement of this Resolution 
~ n t i l  other departments are dealt with will not 
strve any useful purpose. That is tne fantastic 
propos'tion which has been put up  by th s  honourable 
, ~ n i o r  member for the City. I ask honourable 
:~~em'bers to see that we will be doing the Officer i n  
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St. Michael a real harsiship to keep him a t  $60 
 er month in 1946 when he has asked ior  Inore on 
several occasions. If  the shoe was p~ncililig the 
Paying Officers as much as the Enquiry Of'icers, they 
also would have sent in a petition. As the honoura- 
able senior member for  St. Philip has pointed out, 
the Paying Officers are mainly the postmasters 
postmistresses of the various districts and they have 
received increases in respect of their substalltive 
jobs, otherwise they mignt also have p~:iitioned the 
Government. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I cannot allow thc remarks of 
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph to 
go unchallenged. The inscrutability of my mmd is 
~ o t  like his childish attempt to find out what I am 
talking about. (JIr.  ADANS I admit that). 1 
have told the honourable member that a new princi- 
ple is being created by this interim adjustment : I did 
nob say that I would vote against it. If it was decid- 
e d  that travelling allowance would be paid when the 
investigation is made, that would be ail right. Whca 
the honourable member says that I have made out n 
case for the payment of travelling allow- 
ance in respect of the country Officers, he 
knows what is operating in the minds of 
certain honourable members. They darc nat 
take up the attitude which T have taken u p ;  
they will draw red herrings across the trail. As 
r egads  the honourable member's remarks about 
singling out the policemen, I would like to sap that 
it was not a case of singling out the policemen and 
considering them a t  election time. I hope that th-  
policemen did not thank the Executire for doing 
that. I 'chink of the case of the policemen whether 
i t  is election time or any other time. I do my 
Lnsincss ill this House whether it is election time or 
a n y  othtr time. The honourable member says that 
the P a y i n ~  Officers have not asked for  any more 
money; how do we know that those Oficers are not 
making more money by doing other jobs? When 
these Enquiry Officers were appointed in 1938, they 
wcre not given any travelling allowance; that was 
included in their salaries. I cannot see how people 
can continue with a policy for  all this time and 
ih tn  tell you in 1946 that they did not realise it. 
The honourable senior member for St.  Joseph was a 
member of the Executive Committee for all that 
time and did he not know what was happening? 
The late Director of Education was appointed with- 
cut any provision being made for travelling allow- 

ance, but hp soon pointed out that he was not getting 
any travelling allowance. These Officers were ap- 
pointed since 1938 and they have only now applied 
for travelling allowance! (Mr. ADAMS:  that is 
not true). I am not in  disagreement with the pro- 
posal to pay this travelling allowance: if people 
have to do a lot of travelling, I thinli that they 
should be assisted i11 purchasing a vehicle. m a t  1s 
what should be done. I do not think that this trav- 
elling allowance should be given in  any lump-sum; 
I do not think that we should give anybody £45, for 
instance, when he will spend only 522 of it. If you 
do not know how much a person is going to spend, 
you have no right to take u p  money and give i t  to 
kim. I feel that the payment of 5150 a year for 
the investigation of four or five applications for Old 
Age Pensions is a&quate, and more so. Young peo- 
ple who are entering the Government Pervice have 
-to enter it on probation and are paid 540 per annum, 
and here you have someone receivjnq $68 a month 
-and he has nothing to ,do. I ask the Government to 
ivake up  to their duties; if they have people doing 
a lot of travelling, let'them be paid travelling al- 
lowance. I have been informed that the salaries of 

the Officers were based on the fact that they had 
to do some travelling and when the amo,nt for .trav- 
elling was absorbed, so to speak, they petitioned the 
Gorernment, The Government have asked people to 
do travrlling, have refused to give them travelling 
allowance and are now arguing their ~ o i n t .  I claim 
that this is a wrong principle. 

Nr. TALMA : 1 would like to know on what 
bask it has been decided to pay this travelling allow- 
ance, whether it is in respect of the size cri" the par- 
ish, the population or what? I would like to point 
out that the parish of Christ Church is a big parish 
and has a dense population, a population next to 
that or' St. Xichacl, and if in assessing the amount 
of travelling allowance to be paid the Enquiry Officer 
in  that area, y p  are considering the size of the parish 
and the population, the amount of 325 could not be 
considered an adequate allowance.. I have no p o w ~ f  
to increase this amount, but I am hoping that the 
mcmbers of the Esecutive Committee will reconsider 
their decision as f a r  as the parish of Christ Church 
is coucernecl. Having regard to the size of the 
parish an i the population, I hope that the Executive 
will be inore liberal and grant a t  least £40 as trav- 
elling allo~vance for the Officer up therc. Christ 
Church is not a back parish, and in this respect the 
parishes of St. James, St. ,Peter and St. Lucy are 
entirely out of class. It is (for the purpose of mak- 
ing those points that I have attempted to hold u p  
this debate for two or three minutes. 

Jir. RRANCKER: I am not opposing this Re& 
clution as i t  stands because it is a temporary meas- 
ure. However, when this system is being reviewed, 
I wonlcl commend to the attention of the Executive 
Committee the fact that those Officers who have to 
look after two parishes certainly deserve no less an 
amount for travelling allowance than the Officer who 
has to look after only one parish, even although there 
are more caUs to be made in  that parish. Undoubtedly, 
there is the need for  a similar amount, a t  least, if the 
Officers have to look after two parishes. For imtance, 
i t  is difficult for one to get to certain districts betweer1 
St. Peter and St. Lucy; he must have a bicyclz, 
~ n d  sometimes the bicycle is of no rise-- 

A t  this point, i t  being now 3.30 p.m. of the clock, 
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and stated that i t  
\\-as now time for the consideration of Private Mem- 
bers' Business. 

SUSPENSION OF' XULE 61 (R). 

Mir. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I ask leave to 
move for the suspension of Rule 61 (b) in order 
to resume Government Business. I do so with the 
ctject of completing the consideration of this Reso- 
lution. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
was granted leave to make the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (bl 
be now suspended in order to resume Governme& 
Bnsiness. 

Jir. COX seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

REXUXPTION O F  COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER : When Government Business 
was being considered, the House was in Committee 
of Supply. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House re- 
sumed Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY behg in 
the Chair. 

Mr. CR-BIRMAN: When the House was in 
Committee of Supply, we were considering a Resolu- 
tion to place the sum of $73 a t  the disposal of the 



had the samc opportunity to aalr for a n  increase 
in their salaries, I think that you are putting them 
a t  a disadvantage. These employe.yees have ather H 
jobs; (A MENBER: Not a11 of them) well, i t  is 
their bad luck not to have other jobs. I think that 
thcse Officers should realise that when they wem 
appointed to these posts, the travelling allowance 
was incorporated in  the salary, and the whole StaE S 

should have asked for  an increase in salary if they 
wanted it. Thc other members of the Staff would 
have been glad to ask for an increase as welI, and 'r 
I think that they are being treate,d unfdirly. I 
think that when the Government is considering the 4 

Estimates, the whole Staff will have to  be considered. 
If these Officers have more work to do, then they 
should receive more money; but  I think that if we 
are considering some members oE the StafY, we should 
consider the whole Staff. I ' q ~ t e  agree with the 
honourable junior member for the City; I feel that 
we should postpone consideration of this Resolution. 
We want the position to be consolidated; we want 
to consider the whole Staff and not consider the 
matter in any piecemeal manner. I am voting for  
the postponement of this Resolution. 3 

The question that consideration of this Resolu- 
tion be n o x  postponed x a s  put  and resolved in the 
negative. 

A division Tcas taken as follows:- 
Ayes : Messrs. L-s, DOWDING, GALE, S. A. 

WALCOTT, l $ 7 ~ ~ ~ ~ N ~ ~ ~ ,  WARD and Mr.  SPEAKER-^- 
A1oes : Dr. WILSOS, Messrs. BRAPU'CKER, SMITH, 

FOSTER, J ~ P ,  COX, ADAXS, BL.~CKMAPI', GARNER. 
TALMA, MOTTLEY, CRAWFORD acd  Dr. CUMMINS-19. 

Mr. CHdIRJL1S:  The question has been re- 
solved in the negative, seven honourable members 
voting "Aye", agd thirteen honourable members 
voting "No ". The question now Ss- 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before put  the ques- 
tion. Mr. Chairman, I ~ o u l d  like those honourable 
members who arc in the opposition to  see th% mattw 
ffom our point of view. It is good that we shoulcl 
have unanimity whenever possible. These officers 
have asked for increases in salaly and for  the grant 
of travelling allowance. The Government have agreed 
to grant them a travelling allowance, but that does 
not meal? that the travelling allowance will be as- 
sessed on the presmt bask on the re-organisation. 
When we come to the question of centralising the 
s:istem, when the necessary number of Officers are 
appointed, they will automatically come under the 
Trawlling Allowance Act. It might be that the 
r teso l~t io~l  is unfortunately vorded. That is all 
~ h ~ ~ r e  i i  to i t  (Laughter). Lf the members of the 
oppos5~ion und~erstand tha t  this will not be the 
bn& n >~-]:ir.h the travelling allowallce will be as- 
;el.\e% tiien their opposition will be at  an end. The 

. 
12dde:dl1~~ to the R,-sol~tion states: "It is p r o p o d  
to examine the whole system of old age pension en- 
quiry with a view to its centralisation .,.........." We 

,k ~+r.ht probebly have three whole-time Officers when 
th: enquiry is made and they will come under the 
Travelliag Allowance Act. 

?h-. LEWIS: I ~ ~ o n l i l  like the honourable seniov 
member for St. Philin to know that I am convinceJ 

I 

Cfovernor-in-Exceutive Committee to pay from the 
1st November, 1946, to the 31st March, 1947, a 
travelling allowance a t  the rate of 5350 a ycar to 
the Old Age Pension Enquiry Officer of St. M'ichael, 
and a travelling allowance a t  the rate of &'25 a 
year to each of the other five Old Age Pension En- 
quiry Officers. The honourable junior member for. 
St. Lucy was addressing the Chair. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Ptlr. Chairman,--I was say- 
ing that the Officers who have to attend to two 
parishes have more travelling to do than the one 
who has to attend to only one parish, even although 
that parish is more thickly populated than either or 
both of th? other two. I t  must be remembered 
that the Officers who have to attend to two par- 
ishes have to travel to and from the extreme 
ends of those two parishes. I would ask the members 
of the Executive when they are reviewing this mat- 
ter insofar as the Estimates are concerned, to bezr 
in mind that this amount for travelling allowance 
as has been proposed here, is inadequate in respect of 
those Officers who have to attend to two parishes. I 
am not regarding this money as a cost of living 
bonus ; I am pointing out that i t  is necessary to makc 
the amount for travelling allowance the same for 
the Officcrs who have to attend to two par'shes as 
for the Officer who has to attend to only one parish, 
and has much shorter distances to travel in the 
course of making his invest$gation. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am in agreement with 
what thc last speaker has said, and while i t  is true 
that some of these Offioers ha~*e  two or  more jobs, 
I can assnrc the Committce that the Ofiieer of St. 
Philip and St. John has that job only. P am suye 
that he sould welcome anything which is gken  hkn 
to&y either by may of travelling allowance or in- 
creased salory. I am asking my colleague not to 
insist or1 the postponment of this Resolution be- 
cause I am sure that  this can only be a means t~ 
an zmtil tl!? Government does the proper thing. 
They are going to do the I'ight thing, and it is be- 
cause they haye been presscd that they have arrived 
at this conclvsion. Like the hon~urablc junior 
member for St. Lucy, I feel that, it is somewhat 
hard on those Officers who have to deal with two 
parishes to give them a less amouni for t~%vellin'r 

than the Officer who has to deal with only 
one parish. I have been a member of on? of the 
Old Age Pension Claims Committees, and  I an1 sure 
that the Enquiry Officers have quite a lot of work 
to do. When a claim is made for a pension, the 
Enquiry Officer has to discover whether the clalmant 
is working and things of that ,sort and report to 
thr Comn~ittee. Vhile i t  is true that the job is a 
part-time job. it is a big job and the Officer 1s re- 
quired to do a lot of tra~ielllng. I am asking hon- 
oarable members to see their way to vote for the 
passing of this rLesolution because these employees 
are in ne-d of this assistance. 

Mr. WAXD : I an1 in favour of grantinr in- 
creased salaries to the Enquiry Officers, but I fe-l 
that me are going about the mattw f n  the wrong ' 

way. It has been pointed out that this money is 
for the purpos: of paying travelling allowance, bci  I 

in my opinion, this is a dangerous policy to follov, 
in incl:fasil% a man's salary. I feel that if the l'r>nL these employws -&cdd get an  inerease in their 
other members of the Staff of that Department lnlpa substantive salaries before tiley get their travelling '9 
that these Officers would have been increased as far  ~llowance, because otherwis2 they will lose some of the 

their sa1arjes are concerned, they vr0uld also har t  pension on their salaries. I hope that this re-organ- 
sent in tlleir petition. They would otherwise have ization will tak- place and that there will be satisfac- 
been timid to ask for a n  incrcabe in their salaries tion in this Departlncnt, because i t  is a vital ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t -  
If it is said that; the other members of the Staff meat in the nlachincfy o£ the aovemment. 
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The question that this Resolution do now pass 
was put  and resolvcd in the affirmative, the Chai:.- 
man declaring "I think the "Ayes" have it. " 

The Resolution was passed. 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. 

CUMMINS, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of 
five Resolution& in  Committee of Supply, and that  
the Committee had asked for leave to sit again. 

The House resumed. 
On motions of 31r. ADANS, seconded by Mr. Cox 

in each case, the Resolutions passed in Committee 
were read a first and second time and agreed to. 

ADDRESS RE INCREASED GRANTS FOR 
REPAIRING TENANTRY ROADS 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House will now proceed 
to the consideration of Private Members' Business. 
The first Order of the Day under Private Members' 
Business stands i n  the name of the honourabls 
junior member for St. George.-To move the passing 
of an  Address to His Excellency the Governor re- 
lating to an increase i n  grants to the several parishes 
and to the appointment of a parish Engineer to ba 
attached to the staff of the Highways and Trans- 
port Department. 

Mr. DOWDING : Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move 
the passing of the following Address'to H'k Excel- 
lency the Governor :- 

The House Of A s ~ m b l y  
flo 

His Excellency The cr5,wernor 

The House respectfully suggest to Your Exccl- 
lency that the grants to the respective Parishes bz 

nineer increased considerably, and that a Parish En,' 
'be appointed on the staff of the Director of High- 
ways and Transport, who shall supervise the war:; 
to be done by v'irtue of such increased grants, and 
that at least 50% of such grants to be specifically 
used in  the repair of the tenantry roads. 

If wc scan the present situation, we will find 
that year after year fewer miles of roads are being 

' repaired, and also that each year the employees of 
the Highway Comnlissioners are thrown out of work. 
Speaking from physical experience, I can say that 
the back roads are completely neglected. That is 
due to several things, one of them being that  the 
rewsue  derived from highway taxes is insuf- 
Gcient for effecting repairs to these roads. The 
grant which is given by the Government is also in- 
sufficient for thiepurpose, and the poor Highwar 
Conlmissioners are thus placed in  a very inevitable 
pusition-a p ~ s i t b n  of having so much to do with 
little or nothing with which to do Et. From time 
to time the different parishes have approached the 
Government, some of them with success and others 
without success for further grants, but there agaia 
that is an unknown quantity. Roads in  the parishes 
of St. Lucy, St. Andrew and St. Michael have beell 
taken over by the former Central Road Board, now, 
the Department of Highways and Transport, and 
if you take the amount derived from highway taxes 
and the amount spent i n  St. Lucy, you will fLnd 
that there is a difference of £2,268. (That is equiv- 
alent to a grant, and i t  is obvious from that that the 
whole scheme is beinz run on an inequitable basis. 
I am hoping that by passing this Address we will 
be able to get the whole scheme run on a more equit- 
able basis. I respectfully suggest that each year the 
Highway Commissioners should take over a certain 

number of tellantry roads, and that the same num- 
l e r  be taken over by the Department of Highways 
and Transport. J also suggest that an cngineer be 
appointed on the StaB of the Department of High- 
ways and Transport, or that one of the engineers 
of the Staff of that Department, assist the Highway 
Commissioners of the various parishes in the prep- 
aration of their estimates and in the performance 
of their tasks. T would also suggest that i t  is not 
only a question of producing good roads, but we 
should also like to have good engineers. I think 
that some means should be devised whereby those 
who are now in employment in connection with the 
repair of roads might be given the chance to take 
3 course in road engineering so that they might be 
rble to perform their duties with greater efficiency. 
(Cheers). 

Mr. SMITH : I have much pleasure in second- 
ing the motion for the passing of this Address. ft 
is a fact that  the Highway Commissionerb of the 
country parishes suffer a great deal year after year 
!or ~vant  of funds to carry on their work. During 
certain months of the year the labourers employed 
by the Highway Commissioners of St. Joseph are 
laid off because of the lack of money to spend in 
repairing the roads. When there was a scarcity of 
gasolene and tyres the revenue "in most of the parish- 
es went down. The roads which were never in 
repair vent  into even greater disrepair and the 
poor people could not get their cane crops reaped 
because you could not travel over the roads safely. 
1 feel that the time has come when the Government 
will have to increase the grants to the Highway Com- 
missioners, because year after year thz Commis- 
sioners have to go back and ask them for money. 
1 think that the time has come for centralization 
rather than have the Commissioners asking for  
money all the time. I think that  the Government 
should take over the roads (Cheers). I know that  
the wheels of Government turn  very slowly; (A 
DMBER: Yes, they turn very slowly) and while t h q  
are considering the question of taking over the 
roads, the CommissionerR will still await their little 
grants. If the Government will take over the roads 
as quickly as possible, then I do not .see the need 
for the passing of this Address. As regards the 
appointment of a parish cngineer, 1 was wondering 
whether the honourable junior member for St. 
George meant one for the parkhes of St. Ceorge and 
St. Joseph. I feel that we want an  engineer in 
St. Joseph to assist the present engineer in  carrying 
on the work. I am somewhat puzzled as to the 
appointment of a Parish Engineer. 1 do not 
know whether the honourable member means that 
the engineer should hc appointed in respert of one 
parish or not. However, I sincerely hope that, what- 
ever the Government considers should be done, ~t 

be done as quickly as possible. 
Xr .  WILKINSON : When w-ve come to this ques- 

tion of roads, I anticipate that there will he wme 
discussion on it. I am sure that every honourable 
member will agree with the principle of all tenan- 
t ry roads being taken over. It has been ernpllasized 
that when moncy is granted to the Highway Cornmis- 
sioners every year a proportion of that money should 
be spent on the taking over of tenantry roads. We 
a l l  know that there are some very d~sgraceful ten- 
antry roads in this island. These roads have some 
down from past generations when the law was not 
in force, and, in  my opinion, i t  is the duty of the 
Government to see that these roads are repaired. 
,kS honourable menlber~ shonld know, under the 



pr.stnt system certain highways in each paris11 a n  
under the control of the Department of Highway, 
and Transport. The remaining roads in the parishe, 
are under tlw control of the Highwa?- Coin- 

'missionera of each parish except ill the cast. 
of St. JGcheal, St. Lucy and St. Anclr, W. 

The amounts received by the IIi:lmay Com- 
missioners in the past were small and about 
six years ngo the Government sent clown ancl 
asked for increased grants the Head "8ul:- 
siclies and Grantsu to effect repairs to these road\:. 
Records will be found in the Blue Book. T ~ I C  
Govermient pra~ited funds to repair the roads, th? 
amomt being equivalent to £100 per mile. Thdt 
amouut 7nmb increased-I cannot remember when 
-to 5125 per mile because the Government realia-d 
that in order to maintain the roads, the sun1 of £100 
per mile was insufficient. To-day that amount 
d S125 per mile is not sufficient, as has b;.e~i 
emphasised by the hononrable junior m w b e r  
for St. George. The honourable member has also 
emphasized the fact that these tenantry roads sliouid 

taken over gradually and that the work should 
be supervised by the Department of Highways and 
"Ti ansport. I quite agree wit& that, but I am , n ~ t  
snre that the amonnt suggested by the honourable 
member is suffici:.nt. He has suggestrc! that at 
least 5G'/e of such grants be specifically used i11 t h ~  
repair 01 t h , ~  t enan t~y  roads. I presume that the 
%onourable member means 50% of ~ h c  in- 
&eased grants. I anticipate that we shall have t o  
discuss this matter, and I therefore beg to move 
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the 
House go into Committee on this Address. 

Mr. JSOTTLEY : I beg to second that. 
Dr. WIL,SON: I beg to support thc wotiorl 

for the passing of this Address. I ulould like to 
say that insofar as the parish of St. John is con- 
cerned, I have seen many roads that need extensive 
~ e p a i r s  in son~c cases and rebuilding in  others. Thai 
is not t~ mention those improvised tenautry roads in  
Sherbourne. Welch Village, Henley, Sealy Hall and 
Newcastle Hill. all of which are in a clrplor. 
able co~?dilion. The grant made by the !Govern. 
ment is totally inadcqnat~ if these roads arc 
to be donc. thoronghly. Wl;l!en you consider 
the nwnber of ~ o a d s  which need to b. r-paired 
and to rebuilt, and further when you con 
sider the fact that i t  requires 5250 to build one-eighth 
of a mile of road accordinz to the G o v . ~ n n ~ e n t ' ~  
ptandwd. honourable will agree with me that 
a snbstantiel increase in the amount of the grant is 
absolutely necessary. That j 3  my desire, and I shall 
be grateful if this Address is passed. (Cheers). 

3lr. TAT,;\IA : Reforc thc question is pnt,. 1 
shauld Tike to complimen{ the honourable junlor 
member for St.  George on hr-ving made his maiden 
specch, and f w  l i a~ ing  brought before the House one 
of the greatest grievances suffered by the people.of 
this island. There are some tenantry roads which 
have bcen untouched for the last ten or fifteen years. 
When you bear in mind the type of individnals whom 
we have 2s 1Iighwa;v Inspectors and the policy 
sdoptecl by the Highway Commissioners, you wonder 

. that  there is a parish at  all. We all know that thc 
aoney granted to the Corpmissioners is not snfli- 
& e ~ t  to be spent in repairinp the r w d s  ea~l l  p ~ r  

or every five years. I quite agree &h the sugges- 
tion of the honourable junior member fo;- St .  C w r ~  
tkat an enrineer shodcl be appointed to g i ~ c  atlvie- 
in respee: of the roads which need repairs. T thin? 
Bbat that suggestion should go a long way. 

11r. GLI1iIC'E1l: 1 am very glad that there a re  
,(l:el- hoilourable llielilbers of this House W ~ O  can see 
:i., I Iln\-e sceil for a very long tune. When we 
;olne to [hc question of roads, 1 have always been 
in&i~lg that, the Governmnt should send down a 
special gmnt to the parishes so that the Highway 
Commissioners call pay attelition to the roads of 
.nflerauce cs I call them. I am fearful that when 

use the ten3  "tenantry roads", that might. 
include roads in the plantation tenan:rAes. I have 
10 idea of consid1 ring roads in ths plantation 
tenantries at  all. 1 feel that there is the neces- 
sity for an amendment to this Address, because I 
have alvriays spoken of roads of sufferance and that 
tern1 is so general that i t  may include roads which 
I have not got in mind. I am supporting this 
Address this afttrllooll because I feel that there 
is a crying need for what has becn asked in the 
Addresa. Throughout the length and breadth of this  
islan~i' you 117111 find in the villages, roads which 
:Ire almost impossible. I n  some cases the doctors 
rdfuse to go into these villages when they are 
called to attend to the poor people a t  night. I 
think that i t  is incumbent on the Government to 
see that soine of the money which is granted to 1he 
Highway Commissioners is earmarked for  the specific 
purpose of repairing the roads of suEerance. I also 
think that i t  is advisable to appoint an engineer who 
would give advice where the repairs of roads are 
concerned. In my opinion, a lot of money is wastwl 
in repairing the roads because some of the Highwax- 
Inspectors do not know their job sufficiently well. 
They have not got any technical experience, and that 
has been asked for in this Address. I think Lhat 
i f  an engineer such as has been sugqested in  the 
Address were appointed to assist in the repair 
of roadc: in the various parishes, the mofiey 
would b? we11 ?pent. With regard to the 
question of centralization, I have been reliably 
informed that i11 St. Philip, the parish which 
I have the honour to represent, we have been 
:tble to construct good roads a t  a fa r  smaller 
cost than in the cas- of the former Central Road 
Boayd. When you have the men and the materials 
on thc spot, i t  is certainly cheaper for the outlying 
parishes to do some of the work than to have cew 
trralization. I t  is imperative that a certain sum oi' 
money be given to the Highway Commissioners so 
that they can repair the roads in common as they 
might also be called. I feel that there are many 
Highway Commissioners in this island who do not 
interpret the law as i t  should be interpreterl! Her,. 
acajn, I quote from St. Philip; one of the Highway 
Commissioners up there says that they could not use 
any of the money granted to  them in  repairing t h ~  
roads of sufferance. It was pointed out to him that 
undo* Section 20 of the H i ~ h w a y s  bet.  thev could 
rxe some of that money in r e ~ a i r i n p  these 
I Q ~ S .  'I say that the Act is clear and some 
of that monev should be earmarked to h- ernended 
Gn somc of these roads. I hope that i t  will not be 
too long hefore some of these roads are repaired. 'i 
am sum that the Government. constitntcd RS it is 
now, will give every assistance jn this rnatte~r if they 
crc asked to do so. T feel that tbe time bas come 
when this m a t k r  must be dealt with. 

Slr. GALE : T am not opposing the passing of 
thi, AJdrcss. I feel that when the Government is 
<c-aliny u-ith the tenantry roads, the matter shoulJ 
not be dealt with in any piece-meal way. We need 
t o  make a survey of all the ~ o a d s  which are t o  be 
repa~recl. There arc many roads in the various par- 
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in the various parishes, how will you know when 
the money granted by the Government ends and 
that of the parish be,ains? The engineer has 
to dictate to the Commissioners as to how the money 
ts to be spent, and some of these Commissioners 
might disregard the technical advice. That is not 
unheard of on the part  of the Highway Commission- 
ers. I do not think that we should repair these 
roads, let people have the benefit of them an$ then 
zharge more rent for the housespots. I do not thinli 
that we should supply water and good roads in the 
tenantries and allow the people who build the houses 
to get the benefit by way of increased rent. This 
1s a seriuus niatter. I do not know that the engineer 
of the Highways Department can dictate to the High- 
way Commissiolicrs as to how they will spend the 
graiit fro111 the C'entral Goveriment or any 0 t h ~ ~  
grant. The C'ommissioners might not agree with the 
tl chnical advice a, to the construction of a inodern 
road and i t  looks to me as if some of the power of 
tliese Coinmissioners is political power. I think that 
the roads which need to be repaired should be taken 
over, a few of them should be abandlsned and the 
people pnt  in a more respectable locality. I cannot 
vote for thk  Acldress, coming as it does after assist- 
ance has been asked from the Colonial Derciopmei~t 
and Welfare Department, althouch I ~ ~ o u l c l  like to see 

t,) know that I ca&Gt support this Address for tht 
rcarolis vhie!~ I h a ~ e  givel~. If in the course of tlit 
honourable m e ~ n b e r ' ~  reply he can convince me thal 
i should ~ o t e  for the Address, I will do so; but il 
Iooks to me as if the Highway Commissioners are 
holding on to some power in having people whom 
they cannot pay. They do not see that the legal 
thing to do is to hand over the roads. Let the roa& 
be properly repaired by the Central Government and 
let u s  see that we have good value for our money. 

X r .  R,1JISA4Y: I am in sympathy with the 
honourable ,jnnior member for St. George. I coin- 
pllnlent him on the eloquent manner in which he has 
put his caw. I m n t  to say that we have bcen give11 
gratlts by the Gorcrnment ill connectio~i with tht 
upkeels of the roads, but \T1e are 11ead:ng towart!< 
centralization. I notice that when the perjl~l? in S: 
Michael f o ~ m ~ l  that they had too much trouble in 
~.nniiection with the roads, they handed them over 
ro the Central CTo;-ernment. Tllc people of St. Luc) 
did likewise ancl with the pt ople of St. Xncirew it 
was a questioll of Hobson's choice-they could not 
help givinc t h ~ m  o x r .  11 I am to be induced t c  
tote for this dcldrehs, the Highway Commissioner< 
~.-tist  hand ovtr the roads. They must do the neces- 
sary thing; they $annot have i t  in  half-a-dbwa 
w a p  I am llot ooing into the legal aspect of the 
matter; some of the tenantries are private while 
others have been sold out. I remember that a t  the 
Et. Michael TTertry nominations yesterday there was 
a discussion over the d i f f i c~d t~  of repairing roads 
Eecause some people will not give up their land. I 
thinli that the honourable junior member for St. 
George will bear ~ ~ i t h  us in not voting for this 
Address because he cannot require all the people in 
the parishes to take th'e Government's money. We 
sll  lino^^ what happened in Christ Church (Laughter) 
and 1 T Y O I ~ ~  advkc the Cammissioners of the various 
parishi~s to hand o\er the roads to the Central Gov 

$ innlent and they will be adequately looked after. I 
cm1 not saying this because I am not a member of 
the Vestry of an outlyiag parish. I would advise 
the hoilourable junior member for St. George to with- 
cirn~i- rhis Address; I am sorry, but I cannot vote 
f o ~  it. 

The question that Mr. SPEAKER do now leave 
the Chair and the House go into Committee on the 
Address was put and resolved in the affirmative with- 
cut division. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House weut 
into Committee on the Address, Mr. RAMSAY b,eing 
in the Chair. 

Xr. DOWDING : It amazes me to see that there 
are so many honourable members who are not voting 
for this Address. All that is being asked for  in  this 
Address is that the poor people should be helped- 
the sick and tEe dying people who cannot get any 
tzansport a t  all. I t  amazes me that this Address 
should have met with so much opposition and quib- 
bling from the honourable senior member for S1. 
Joseph. When a person like the hol~ourable member, 
~vbo has experience, speaks about roads not being 
taken over on account of the ownership of those 
roads, I would life to say that i t  is well known that 
the Highway Commissioners have, on many occasions, 
been approached by owners of roads who have sent 
in petitions; and as long as their petitions have been 
granted, the Comniissioners have taken over the 
roads. This Address is askinq that the grants to 
the Highway Commissioners be increased so that they 
can be assisted i n  repairing the roads in the variom 

the roads put il? proper repair for  the use of the 
people. We already have a survey as to what is to 
be done and I understand that there is some legal 
technicality in connection with repairing roads be- i fore they are handed over to the public. I would, 

parishes. I t  is also asking that a certain percentage 
of the grants be used in the repair of the tenantry 
roads to which insufficient consideration has been 
given in the past. A mile of road here and there 
has b'een take11 over, but &ere are many roads to 
which no consideration has been given. I recently 
witnessed a narrow escape lfrom death by the itriver 
of a lorry on one of these roads, due entirely to the 
condition of the road. There has been quite a lot 
of talk about centralization, but  owing to the length 
of time before centralization can come about, some- 
thing will have to be done in the interim. Let the 
Highvay Commissioners have increased grants, and 
let them carry on their ~:ork.  Do not let us  quibble 
over the matter. (Cheers). 

Jlr.  TTTILKIKSOK: T do not think that the 
honourable junior member for St. Ceorge means that 
we-half of the gronts should be spent on the 
mantry ~ o a d s .  I think that the honourable mem- 
,er means one-half of the increased grants. I respect- 
CullT- suggest that the Address be amended to read 
1% follows:- 

"The House respectfully suggest to Your Excei- 
ency that the grants to the respective parishes be 
ncreased considerably and that at  least 50% of such 
nc rea ld  grant be used in the repair of tenantry 
.oads under the supervision of the Engin3e,er of the 
itaff of the Department of Highways and Transport." 

I believe that that will give effect to what the 
  on our able member is really suggesting. 

Mr. MOTTLEP: I am supporting this Address. 
: have had a t  least five years' experience as a High- 
rap Commissioner of the parish of St. Michael, and 
n reply to all this talk about centralization I should 
ike to say that- 

Mr. CHAIRXAN : Before the honourable mem- 
)er continues his speech, I should like to know 
vhether the honourable jqnior member for St. 
;ear.-e is accepting the amendment which has been 
noved by the honourable junior member for St. 

I31re the hononrablp junior member for St.  George 
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James. If the honourable member is accepting the 
amendment, the proper tlme for doing that is now-. 

Xr. DOWDlNG: I accept that amendment. 
Ur. XOTTLET : I am supporting this Address 

and I will move a further amendment. I was saying, 
Mr. Chairman, that my experience as  a Highway 
Commissioner af St. Wchael has taught me that 
when you consider certain Sections of the Highways 
Act relative to tenantry roads other than privately- 
owned tenantry roads, i t  is rather difficult to get 
anything done a t  all. Petitions have been sent to 
fhe Highway Coinmisisoners of St. JIichael request- 
iug that certain roads be taken over. It is now held 
that unless the roads are in a good state of repair- 
if I understand the legal opinion given to the De- 
partment of Highways and Transport-they cannot 
be taken over. As f a r  as I am concerned, I feel 
that that, like of some of what we have heard to-day, 
is just splitting hairs. How can you expect people 
living in tenantries to talk about putting the roads 
in  a good state of repair before they are taken over? 
It is only when these roads are in charge of the 
iarious Highway Commissioners and enough atten- 
tion is paid to them that they are put in a good 
state of repair. What seems to be confusing hon. 
rnembers is the question of privately-owned tenan- 
tries or plantation tenantries and I suggest that 
the words "other than privatelpowned tenantry 
roads" be added at  the end of the Address. What 
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph ha:, 
said is partly correct. If we merely mention "ten- 
antry roads" that is a very elastic term. Although 
i t  IS true that there is the necessity for making 
a comprehensive survey of the roads, i t  seems to 
me that with the legal posit~on as i t  is now. if we 
refuse to support this Address that would be tanta- 
momt  to saying that until the lam is changed we 
will do nothing to assist the local authorities in 
repairing the roads. Iif the honourable junior 
member for St. George will agree with the amend- 
ment which I have proposed, that \:.ill clarify the 
situation; i t  will be made clear that this money 
will not be spent on privately-owned tenantry roads. 
Honourable members will see the advisability ol 
supporting a n  Address of this sort. I feel that an 
Address of this nature should be passed; it is 
definitely necessary although we have had a survey 
thken of the village roads, or roads in  common or 
abandoned public roads throughout the island. 1 
I i n o ~  what I am speaking about, m d  T am hoping 
that these tenantry roads should be separate and 
distinct from privately-owned tenantry roads. That 
was requested by the Committee which sat under 
the chairmanship of Mr. Ixacoclt ; the statistics given 
in respect of these roads were to be separate and 
distinct. Therefore, in dealing with an Address of 
this nature, we are dealing with roads other than 
privately-owned tenantry roads. 

Mr. COX : I am in sympathy with this AddcPess, 
Eut I cannot promise the honourable member to 
vote for i t  as i t  stands. I am in favour of the 
amendment proposed by the honourable senior mem- 
ber for  the City, because if we were to pass this 
Address as i t  stands, the Qovernment might be 
compelled to repair roads which are proEablv owned 
by the honourabll senior member for St. George, 
the honourable junior member for St. Janles or any- 
body else. We have to stipulate the type of tenan- 
t ry  roads that we want to repair. We want to repair 
roads which 'are owned bp people of blender means. 
xnd I say that me must define the type  of roads 
which we want to repair. I cannot snpport thr, 
proposal that a t  ieast 50% sf the grants must he 
spent in the repair of these tenantry i 0 2 d ~ .  I c10 

not think that it is wise to make such a demand 
a the Government; I do not think that we should 
tell the Government what part of the grant should 
Lt: spent on the tenantry roads. I think that we 
~hould suggest that a considerable portion of the 
grant should be spent on the roads because i t  might 
be necessary to bpend 7596, 80% or olily 40% o i  
the grant on them. I have travelled all over the 
parish ,of St. Michael, and we all know that the 
enantry roads are almost impassable in many cases. 
[ am sure that people experience difficulty in ge t t iw  
octors to visit them in eases of illness. I n  some of 
the districts the people will go down to  their knees 
.n mud. I remember that someon: died in Utility 
Village some time ago, and tbe only waJr they could 
:et out that person was by bringing the matter to 
:he knowledge of the manager or owner of Hanson 
plantation. Do honourable members know that that 
~entleman told the people that if they wanted the 
dead person to be brought through his yard they 
i~ould  have to pay $100? That is the state of affairs 
I hieh exists among a large number of peopie in the 
;arish of St. Xichael. I will say that i t  is the fault of 
the authorities who collect taxes from the poor people 
to supply them with roads ancl, Fire  Brigade as- 
~istance. As the position is a t  present, if a fire 
takes $ace in any of these districts, the whole 
district mill be destroyed and yet the people ar. 
paying Fire Brigade taxes ! Money has been allotted 
%?- the Colonial Development and Welfare Depart- 
1:1ent for the repair of these roads, but Et 
rrill be long before that comes to p w  and 
! think that some of these roads which are in  
a very bad state of repair should be looked after 
at the present time. The qumtion of roads being 
privately owned can be easily &ealt with under 
Section 31 of the Highways Act. Under this section, 
if you want the Government to repair these roads, 
you acquaint the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
and three months after the roads have been given 
over, they can embark upolz the scheme of repairing 
these roads. You do not have any claim to the roads 
as long as you have given them over to the Govern- 
ment. I am hoping that the Govermnent will realise 
what the position is so f a r  as the roads are con- 
cerned, and what is more, the standpipes are too 
f a r  from the people's homes. I am hoping that 
something will be done as speedily as  possible in 
order to relieve the present, situation. I beg to 
move that this Address be further amended by the 
deletion of the words and figures "at least 50%" 
and the substitution of the words "a considerable 
portion" in place thereof. 

Dr. CUMN,INS : I beg to second that. 
Mr, TBLEA: It has been very surprising to  

me to see that a n  Address of this nature has met 
with so much oppositipn. 1 have always been clam- 
ouring for better tenantry roads. T e  have been 
told by the honourable senior member for  St. JofWh 
that the matter is under consideration. We do not 
\\-ant to hear that 560,000 is lying there; it might 
never be spent. Morning after morning and night 
after night honourable members are bombarded by  
tllosc whom they represent in  connection with these 
tenantry roads. We want to try and do something 
eollstrncti~e-something whereby actual benefit will 
br deri-,7ed. The honourable junior member for 8:. 
Gecr,~? is forcing the issue; he is bringing forward 
one of the major grievances of the people of this 
island as a whole. H e  is trying to get Some as s ibk~ce  
in the repair of the tenantry roads, aid we have 
the honcmmble senior member for St .  Joseph side- 
tracking us with a lot of fanciful and fictitious 
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iioners of St. Joeeph did not attend but th'ey sent  
r., a letter, and other parishes sent in and specified 

Sr- 

he roadsl in respect of which they wanted an  in- 
lreased grant. Nobody can say that the Gevern- ,+ 
nent will not give an increased grant as soon as a 
:ase has been made out. V h a t  I pointed our to ,he 
honourable member--the argument should not have 
to be repeated--is the absurdity of laying it down 
hat 30'4 of the increased grant should be spent z 

~d ill others only 10%. Why should the honour- 
11e member accuse me of quibbling a t  this time 

% 

m?; life? Can the honourable member reasonably C 

:cuse me of quibbling? I say that the Address 
ionld have been more sensibly worded. The late 
Ir. Walter Reece once said of an Address then ue- 
Ire the House that the King would 110t underst >nd 
lat sort of English. Honourable members van we 
hat we cannot repair roads everybody can aqe 
hem and nobody should be able to prevent any road 
rom being repaired. I suggest to the honourable 
[u~ior  nmnbe~. for St. G ~ o r z r  that he shoulil l ~ ~ p  ~ h v  
overnment to speed up the matter, and not have 
n Address like this passed. The Government is h 
ctively engaged in the matter, and under the ten- 
ear cievelopment plan thtre is a certain anlouni of 
loney allocated for expenditure on the tenantry 
vads ancl a snrvPp has already been made. I sug- 
c.;t to the holzourable member to urge upon the 
io~ernment the nezessity fcr  hurrying up what they 
re doing, but not to have passed an Address in  
).hieh there arc. snags. I sugnest that illr ~ v c ~ r l s  
prirately-o~rned" in respect of the tenantry roads 
p left out of the Address, and that some neutral 
rord like "rillape" be used. I assure the honour- 
hie ,junior inenlber for St. George that fa r  from not 
:rtting my support, he is getting it now. I have * 
,ointed out what is being done to relieve the High- 
vay Commissioners, and there is this added fact 
hat funds from the Colonial Development and Wel- 
'are Departmrnt are sp~cificallp allocated for the 
epair of the roads. I mill not copy the mistakr of 
mvious speakers and get varm. I assure honour- 
, b l ~  members that the Government is working oa 
his matter. I do not want to be offensive, and 1 
)m not suzgesting that the last General Election hacl 
trything to do with the matter. I say finally that  
t is of no use to allocate money for repairing a road 
xhich ought to be abandoned. The survey has * 
jhowecl that some of the roads should be abandoned. 
C repeat that the hands of the Government should 
?e forced as much as possible, but do not let  honour- 
tble members go into any details as to set out that  
50% of the grants should be spent on the roads. I 
,uggest that the words "tenantry roads" or  village 
roads" will be sufficient indication of what roads we 
bav, irk n ~ i n t l  0 

Xr.  DOWDIXG : The honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph has given us the idea that the 
Highway Commissioners can go in and tell the Gov-. 7 
crnment what they 'want a d  they will get an in- t ", 
creased grant should the case go through. I can 
assure honourable members that the Highway Com- 
i ~iss ioner~  of St. George have asked for a grant with- 
in the past f ew  weeks and were told that the3 would 

things which do not exist and meap nothing to  me! 
That  is the position as I see it. I a n n o t  go on wlth 
coal~tion such as this; in fact, this is nut a question 
of coalition; this a question of poor people living 
under bad conditions. (Cheers). ~ l t h a u g h  the 
honourable senior member for  the, City ha$ moved a 
very good amendment to this Address, I do not think 
that he has gone far  enough. T have not got ihe 
brains of the legal luminaries, but I will move an 
amendment which the average l a p a n  can under- 
stand. I beg to move that the words "other than 
tenantry roads owned and/or rented out by ontl in- 
dividual and/or company" be added in the Address. 
That means that if one-half of a road belongs to 
a company and the other half is owned otherwise, 
i t  stands to reason that this money can be spent 
on roads such as that. Honourable members will 
appreciate the nature of this Address and the in- 
tention of the honou_rable Introducer of it, which, 
I take it, should be the intention ~f a Coalition Labour 
Goven~ment. I am sorry that the Address has not 
gone f a r  enough as far  as I am concerned, because 
thew are several tenantries which are indndated 
when i t  rains. Although I cannot elaborate on this 
Address, I am saying that it has my whole-hearted 
 upp port and that of the Labour Members of this 
Rouse, and more especially the Conservatives. 

Mr. MAPP: I beg to support thls Aciclrebs 
wholeheartedly. I happen to know that sorue of 
the roads in this island, more especially the teaantry 
roads, are in a rotten condilion. Honewr, I i.o 1101 

see the value of using the words "private1~--o~~~-aeite 
tenantry ro'ads." I shculd like to say that I do not 
see why, in  this island of 166 square miles, we should 
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ill the repair of the tenantry roads when, in the case 

solne ~arishes,  as much as 75% might be needed 
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have twelve different authorities supervising ancl 
carrying on the maintenance and repair of the roads. 
I think that there should be ceuEalization in respect l! a 

of the roads of the island: Some hoiionrable nltmbers 
have alrea* spoken in favour of centralization; 
some have opposed it, bat I am in f;nronr of crn- 1 
tralization in respect of the roads. The autholnities 1 

have been very parsimonious in their expenditure t 
c t ~  certain social amenitits, and they want to be ' 

parsimonious in their expenditure not onIy b~cause 
they do not want to change thc s y s t ~ m  of rating. 
but also because of certain vested intereats ruling " 
in the Vestries. The honourable scnior nienil:e1- for I 
Christ Church should not lose sight of the position; 
he is speaking as if somebody is opposed to the idea i 
of this Address. What is being suc.gested is that 
if money is required to assist in the repair of thle ' 
roads, the matter is not being dealt xi th i11 the : 
right way. I feel that we should go about this 
matter in the right way, otherwise the Government 1 
might be throwing away money. MXle I am in ' 
favour of the Address, I take the opportunity of 
saying that the Vestry system certainly necds to be 
altered. 

Mr. BDAMS : While I congratulate the honour- 
able ,junior member for St. George on having mad2 
his maiden speech, nobody can congratulate him on 
his second speech. The honourable member should 
know that the Government is more than in favour 
of this matter of the repair of roads. Thep are l 
working on the matter. The honourable member of 
all people should know that a few we'rks ago the 
Colonial Secretary sent to the various parishes and 

I 
asked the Highway Commissioners to con& in and be informed- 
put  their case before him for an increased grant. Mr. ADAMS : Told by whom P 
Of course the honourable senior member for Christ Mr. DOWDING: By the Colonial Secretary. I 
Church will learn to make a sober utterance one dagr. do not see that there should be any op~osition to 
The Commissioners of Highways know that the Gov- the proposal to use 50%.of the grant in the repair 
crnment is not opposed to the idea. The Commis- of the tenantry roads. As regards the question of 
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stand this ten year d a n ;  I am not waiting on this 1 

roads which are privately owned, I think that  the 
matter can be left in the hands of the Highway Com- 
missioners. Petitions can be sent in and the roads 
can be taken over and repaired. I do not think that 
there can be any argument on that point. With 
regard to the Engineer, he would be put in an  ad- 
visory capacity and when the roads are taken over, 
it will be his job to see that they are properly re- 
jpaired, or ihat the;- art. carded in cae they need 
t o  'uc discarded. 

Nr. GARSER: I beg to sceond the motion of 
the honourable senior member for Chriqt Church. 
I am not withdrawing anything that I have pretious- 
1y said in this Housc on the question of tenantry 
roads. These tenantry or village roads are in a 
deplorable condition, and some of them are impass- 
able. (3lr. ADAMS We all admit that).  I hare been 
fichting both in the Vestry and in the House for 
the repair of these tenantry roads. Some of those 
honourable members who are now membcrs of the 
Gov~rnment were asking for the same thing when 
tuep were not members of the Government, and I 
do not see why they should not make haste in the 
matter. The Highway Commissioners cannot t a h  
over roads until petitions have been sent in to them. 
This is a very urgent matter; i t  is not a matter with 
which you can play politics. I feel that i t  is the 
duty of the Government to give the people proper 
rracts.  Not very long ago I voted for th!, vriw .:f 
r k e  being fixed at. six cents per pint and uow Z am 
:!qking for the repair of the roads. I 11~) not under- 

the honourable senior member for Christ Church. I 
will put  the latter amendment first. The question 
is that the words "other than tenantry roads owned 
and/or rented out by one individual and/or coni- 
pdny7' be added in the Address. Honourable mew- 
hers in favour of that will please say "Aye", those 
~ c a i n s t  will please say "No." I think thc "Ayes" 
1;uve it. 

The question that the words and figures "at  
least 60%" s t a d  part of the Address was put and 
resolved in the affirmative. 

A division was taken as fol10~s:- 
Ayes: Dr. WILSON, Messrs.  SMITH^ GARNER, 

TALMA, MOTTLEY, D'OWDING, S. A. WALCOTT and 
'~TILKINSON-8. 

Noes: Messrs. MAPP, COX, Dr. CUMMINS and 
31 r. SPEAKERA. 

The question that the Address as amended do 
11ow pass was put and resolved in the affirmative 
n,ithont division. 

The Address as amended was passed. 
On the motion of Mr. DOWDING, second'e$ by 

!fr. WILKINSON, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing 
cf the Address in Committee. 

The House resumed. 
On the motion of Mr. DOWDING, seconded by 

Xr .  TALMA, the Address as reported from the Com- 
mittee was passed. 

Mr. SPE-~KER informed the House that His Ex- 
cellency the Acting Governor had intimated his in- 
tention of receiving them a t  2 p m .  on Tuesday next 
in order that they might present their Reply to his 

now. When you pass through the parishes you will 
find that the roads leading to certain places are quite 
in order, but in the tenantries you get the springs 
of p a r  car broken. I cannot go back on what I 
have already said. I am quite willing to support this 
Address and I am appealing to the Leader of the 
House to agree with us because he has also been 
c!amouring for good roads in the tenantries. 

Mr. ADAMS : If  the Highway Commissiol~ers 
of St.  Philip were as energetic over increased grants 
as others, they too would have sent in to the 
Government. 

Mr. CHAIRXAN: Two amendnwnts have been 
proposed to this Address, one by the honourable 
senior member for St. Michael and the other by 

I 
plan hecause 1 do not know when i t  W I ' ~  ciqme about. 

T H E  AD'JOURNMENT 

'I he roads are in nted of repair; it is tiin~. ihat 
they be repaired. Thte Government is side-trackin? 
us and telling us that%he$ cannot be done. I cannot 
stand for that: I want'kood roads for the people 

The Order Paper having been fixed, 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this House 

do now adjourn to this day week, the 14th day of 
January, 1947, a t  twelve o'clock noon. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
The question that this House, do now adjourn 

tc. this day week, the 14th day of January, 1947, at  
twelve o'clock noon, was put znti resolved in the 
cffirmative without division. 

The House was accordingly adjourned to meet 
:m Tnesdap next, the 14th day of January, 1947, a t  
twelve o'clock noon. 

'peech. 
Mr. SPEAKER: I will ask the honourable 

junior member for St. George to present the Address. 
31r. DOWDING : As Your Honour pleases. 


