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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

T uesday, Tth Janum A 1947.
Pursuant to adjogrnment, the House of Assembly

Present

His Honour Mr. G B EvEryN. (Speaken), His
Honour Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER, (Deputy Speaker).
Dr. J.'A. LE V. WILSON, Messrs, A. E. S. Lewis,
L. E. Smrrs, D. A. Foster, M. E. Cox, G. H. Apams,
B.A, H. D, BLACKMAN C. E. TaLMA, T, A. Havnes.
BA H. A. Dowpixye, V. C. Garg, S. A WAI-GOTQ.
J. H ‘WiLgiNsox, O.B.E. and E. L ‘Warb,

¥

After prayers, Messra, g. D. Mormiay, Dg D,
GarNEr, W, A. CRAwFoRp and J. T. C. RAMSAY en-
ter the House and take thelr seats

. [
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The Minutes of the meetmg helcg on the 17t
Peeember, 1946, having been circulated were taien
a8 read and confirmed.

PAPERS*LAID

" Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—1I have the honour
t#¢lay on the table of the House the following Papers:

* Message No. 1/1947 from His Bxcelleney the
Governor mformmrr the House of the recommgnda—
tions of the Conference which was held in New York
i Qctober, 1946 to consider the establishment of a

"Uaribbean Tourlst.Bureau :

Staterment showing the amounts advanced by the
Government of Barbados #nd the amounts received
from His MAjesty’s Gowrnment in the United King-
dom under the provisions of the Colonial Develop-
meht and Welfare Act for the period ended 30th
. September,” 1946, in respect of the several schemea

msanctmned by the Legislature.

Statement showing the sums advanced by the
Colonial Treasurer to the Colonial Postmaster for
the payment of Money Orders to the 30th Novembe ",
1946.

wo

sm-ded and 1

Fuarther Improvement ~of the Water Supply
Lchcme-——Progreqs Report No. 28 for the period July
to September, 1946
. PETITmﬁ, e

:' Mr. MOTTLEY Mr, Speaker——I beg to present

petition from the Vestry of the parish of St..

Mlchael Praymng ghe House to pass & Bill to enable

Qem to purchase a property adjoining the Parochial
Baildings tn Cheapside. The petition is regpectfully

that it be taken as read.

The petition is taken jag read :

NOTICES A

Governmelt Notices are giveh as follows: —
Mr. ADAMS: Resolution for £5,000 to supple-

remt Regolgtion No, 62 of the 24th of July, 1945,
for the reha.blhtatmn ofs ex-serviece personnel,

Resolution te place the sum of £25 at the dis-
posal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to pay
the medical fees in connection with the reporting’ of
cases of cerebro-spinal meningitis from the date of
the outbreak of the epidemic in 1944 to the date of
the passing of the Public Health (Amendment) Aet,

| 1946, :

Of my mtentlon to move the Houge into Com-
Tittee of Supply at ity next meeting to consider the
money - Resolutions
nptice. . B, %
Other Notices are as follows® —;—g% i

Mz MOTTLEY: A Bill to anthorize the Vestry
of the parish of St. Michael to purchase a property
adjoining the Parochiel Buildings n Cheapside.

Mr, BRANCKER: Of the followiry Addre‘ss —

*

® The House of Assembly

To
: *
His Excellency The Governor
The House of :Aissembly begs to point out to His
1 Bxcellency the Governor that the necessity exists in

thig island for the immediate establishment of a
Court of Criminal Appeal, .

of which 1 have just given
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2. ) The Hopse asks that the Governor-in-
Executive Comm{ttee take early steps for the pur-
pose of establishing such a tribunal,

Mr. GARNER: Of the following Address:—

- The House of Assembly
To

His Exzcellency The Governor

The House of Assembly respectfully requests
that Your Excellency will send down legislation to
prohibit the expansion of chain stores and the entry
of wholesale merchants into the retail trade.

Mr. HAYNES: Of the followingiAddress %

The House of Assembly
To
His Ezxcellency The Governor

The House of Assembly note with grave concern
the fact that only about one-third of the Island of
Barbados is at present serviced by the Barbados
Electric Supply Corporation in spite of the fact that
this Corporation has been functioning for over 37
vears and has enjoyed Government preference on
all imported equipment throughout its existence.

9. The House therefore respectfully ask that
His Excellency the Governor will take immediate
steps to nationalise ihis corporation and thus help
to. remedy thls serious state of aﬁalrs (Cheers).

QUESTIONS

Dr, WILEON: To enquire ofgthe senior mem-
ber of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of this House :—

1. Is Government aware of the scarcity of
stand-pipes in several districts in the parish of
Saint John?

If the answer to the above question is ‘‘yes’
when does Government propose to take steps to aem-
edy this situation, particularly in respect of certain
<»u:,trlcts such as cliff Cottage, Belmont, Venture,

Tdgecliffe, Moores Land, Gall Hill, Welch Village,
Roebuck Street and St. Mark’s Church yard.

Mr. TALMA: To enquire of the senior mem-
ber of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of the House:—

1. Is it a faect that over £5,000 have heen al-
lotted under the Colonial Development and Welfare
Act for the provision of a New School for the Found-
ation Boys’ and @Girls’ Schools, Christ Church‘l

2. If the answer is ‘‘Yes”’

‘When does the Government propose to commence
the building of such school to relieve the congestion
and to prov1de the mnecessary amenities so sadly
lacking at both schools?

3. If the answer to (1) above is “No”’ Wiil
Government send down the mnecessary Resolution
without delay for the implementation of ¥ 1ch a
Scheme?

Mr. TALMA: To enquire of the Senior Mem
ber of the Executive Commitiee present at the
next meeting of the House:— '

1. Ig Government aware of the present plight

of the Peasants of this Island, more especially !

in the parish of Christ Church where a very un-
economical price was paid last year for Peasants’
eanes ?

¢! ply.

2, If the answer to (1) above is ‘‘Yes’ Would
Government consider the advisability of securing
the services of Professor C. Y. Shephard, Ph.D., &ec.
Acting Principal of the Imperial College of Tropl-
cal /&ﬂrlculture or some other expert to investigate
conditions and make such recommepdations as
to him shall seem fit?

LEAVE TO MR. F. L. WALCOTT

On behalf of the senior member for St. Peter
(Mr. F. L. Walcott), the senior member for St.
Michael (Mr. Cox) asks for three months’ leave of
absence from his dutieg as a member of the House.

’l‘ge application is granted.

Mr. R. G, Mapp enters the House and takes his
seat.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Mr. MorrieY, seconded by Mr,
WhiiginsoN, a Bill to authorize the Vestry of the
pamsh of St Michael to purchase a property adjoin-
ing the Parochial Buildings in Cheapside is read a
first time.

On the motion of Mr. TaLma, seconded by Mr.
GARNER, a Bill to amend the Divorce and Matrimoniat
Canses Act 1s read a first time.

Dr. H. G CoMMINg enters the House and takes
his geat,

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the day 1s
to resume Committee of Supply to consider the grant
of sums of money for the service of the Government.

Mr. SPeaRER leaves the Chair and the House
goes into Committee of Supply, Mr. Rausay beinz
m the Chair.

'PURCHASE OF BUILDINGS FROM THE WAR
_OFFICE

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir— The first Resolution
4s for the sum of £6,134 for the purchase from the
War Office of certain buildings at Seawell and
Charles Fort. Now I am sure that if honourable
members have perused the addendam to the Resolu-
tion they will come to the couclusion that it 15 not
necessary for me to add very much by wa} of ‘ex~
planation. 1In the addendum it is se¢t out very
plainly why these buildingg are offered for sale and
why the Government considers it d;eslrable to acquirs
them. The War Office no longer requires them and
has enquired whether the Government wishes to pur-
chase them. The Government has made an offer for
the buildings, subjeet to the approval of the Liegis-
lature, and particulars in respect of them and the
amounts offered are stated. The addendum goes on
to say “Certain proposals for the use of the build-
ings are under examination but no final decision has
vet been taken regarding their futurP use . . .
Y7hen a decision has been made regarding the vfutule
vse of the buildings application will be made to the
Legislature for authority for such expenditure as may
he necessary to convert the buildings.’” I should like
to remind the Committee that at the present moment
building materials of all sorts are in very short sup-

appear that for some time there will be a shor

of construction materials in these parts as a result.?

Many Government Departments, as stated in theg

addendum, are anxious to acquire these buildings for’
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Large parts of BWurope, Asia and Africa hawﬁ
} been devastated durlncr the recent war and it dé
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their own yse and I think the Committee wiil be well
advised to support this Resolution. I beg to move
that it do nmow pass,

Mr, BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman,—I am in agree-
ment with this Resolution but I would like something
nore definite from the senior member for St. Philip
regarding the use to which these buildings will be put.
Before the late Director of Education left Barbados
he vigited the parish of St. Andrew and decided in
connection with two schools in that parish that one of
them should be removed and the other enlarged.
He told us that he had asked the Government for
two of these buildings at Seawell to replace these
1wo schools, one of which has sinee been considered
dangerous for the accommodation of children ani
has been shorn up by the Public Works Department
temporarily and the other is far too small, T would
itke the senior member for St. Philip to give me
the assurance that two of these buildings will be
nypothecated for that purpose, otherwise I am going
to make & motion that they be bought only on the
condition that we in St. Andrew get them. In fact,
T think the best way for me to go about this matter
18 to make a motion that T agree to the passing of
the Resolution on the ground that the buildings at

Seawell be used in replacing two schools in the .

pamish of St. Andrew. I make a motion to that
effect.

Mr. FOSTER: 1 beg to second *hat. TFor years
these two schools were in a dilapidated conditior.
and I hope the Government will see its way to
accede to our request (Cheers).

. Mr. WARD: Mr. Chairman—The senior mem-
ber for St. Andrew should realize that there are
parishes in the island other than St. Andrew and
that the same conditions that exist in St. Andrew in
respect of schools are to be found all over the
islandi; the schools all over the dsland are too small.
These buildings should be purchased by the Gov-
ernment bhecause in my opinion they are being offered
very cheaply and it should be left to the Govern-
ment to decide what is to be done with them. ;f
the honourable member is going to vote for the
Resclution only on the ground he has stated
I think he will be wrong; he may as well vote
against it. If these buildings are to be used for
schools, it should be left to the Education Board
to say which part of the island is more in need of

them ; they should be the best judges in that respect.’

I am wholeheartedly in agreement with the Resolu-
tion and I feel that all honourable members should
sapport it, especially in view of the fact, as the
senior member for St. Philip has said, that there

is a shortage of building materialy and that we

are getting these buildings very cheapily.

Mr. TALMA: T too am in thorough agreement
with the passing of this Resolution but when we
bear in mind the fact that the majority of these build-
ings are situated in Christ Church (Laughter) and
when we consider the point which T have made a few
moments ago in the gquestion whieh I asked about
the -erection of the Foundation Boys’ and Girls’
Schools we ean readily realize that 50 per cent of
these structures at Seawell should be utilized in
that direction,
Church leads the way as far as the tourist trade is
concerned and if we have bathing cubiecles at certain
points along the coast in Christ Church, the
tourist trade and the entire island will benefit as a
result. So I am hoping that the honourable member
who has moved the passing of this Resolution will
consider those two points which I have made.

¢
e

In the matter of the garages, Christ !

imreeemmmtrmmi e oo ]
T —————

The CHAIRMAN: I must draw to the attentior
of the Committee that the business before them is
the passing of this Resolution, I consider the
lemarks which certain honourable members have
made dn respect of the use of these buildings as being
most extraneous. The honourable senior member
for St, Andrew talked about these buildings
being used as schools but I do not think that this is
the time to dfiscuss the use to which the buildings
thould be put. The question before the Committee
s that this Resolution do now pass. Honourable
wembers in favour——

Mr. GALE: Mr, Chairman,—In the addendum
0 the Resolution it iy stated that the Hospital
Board has applied for the buildings at Charles Fort
to be used for increased ward accommodation. T
would like to enquire from the senior member for St.
Philip what ward accommodation the Board intends
to inerease because at present they have a building
which has been in the course of construction for ward
vecomgmodation for two years and has not been
oceupled yet.

Mr. WILKINSON: Mr. Chairman,—As you
have properly ssid, the motion before the Commit-
tee is that this Resolution do now pass. I quite
agree to that, but I think that the senior member
for St. Philip omitted to give us some information
as to how these valuations have been arrived at: I
can speak for the buildingg at Seawell,

I went up there in June last year—the Aecting
Director of Public Works went also—and looked
at the condition of those buildings and I am glad to
say that they are in, good condition. I do not know
anything about the buildings at Charles Fort and
whether the same procedure was adopted in connec-
tion with them but as far as those at Seawell are
concerned I .am satisfied that they are in good
condition and are worthy of being purchased.
Now, Sir, as regards the sites to which these build-
ings will be removed, the Executive Committee will
have to send us down a Resolution later on before
they can remove them and that will then be the
time to discuss where they should be put. But I
should like to suggest to the Executive Committee,
before they come to any conclusion in the matter,
the advisability of using the building known ag the
officers’ mess and situated on the left just as yon
pass the entrance leading to Seawell, as an additional
room for the accommeodation of people leaving and
arriving at Seawell by plane. Anyone who has
vigited Seawell must bhave realized that there
is need for greater accommodation for people leav-
ing and arriving by plane there and before these
iildings are removed I would ask members ¢f the
Fxecutive Commiittee to go up to Seawell, look at
them and seriously consider using the onme 1 have
mentioned for the purpose of providing additional
accommodation as a waiting room. As I have said
i have very little knowledge of the buildings at
Charles Fort but T have no doubt that the Acting
Director of Public Works has inspected them and that
i is on his recommendation that these amounts have
heen agked for. 1. Sir, will support this Resolution
and I do hope that the members of tLe Executive
Committee will consider the suggestion T have put
forward. . v

Mr, HAYNES: Mr. Chairman,—Ag far as 1
can see, you have ruled against the amendment which
T should like made to this Resolution but no objec-
tion has been taken to it and I would be glad if
you will put it to the Committee.

The CHAIRMAN: I would like to draw to
the notice of the senior member for St. Andrew that
he ought 1. adopt the attitude of the junior member
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for St. James in drawing to the attention of the
Executive Committee his recommendation and get
the assurance that it will be taken into consideration
because the matter before the Committee is a Resolu-
tion for £6,134 to purchase these buildings and not
the allocation of them. However, if the honourable
member desires that this amendment should be put
to the Committee I will do so.

Mr. HAYNES: 1 desire that my amendment
should be put, namely, that two of these buildings
be purchased and used as schools in the parish of St.
Andrew.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir,—1 am sure that hon-
ourable members will appreciate that it is purely
fortutitous that these buildings are available. If the
two honourable members for St. Andrew are so anx-
ious to have the schools which they refer to improved
—one of which, they say, is unfit for use—I suggest
that they move the passing of an Address in this
House informing the Government of the condition
of the schools, It is purely the purchase of these
buildings that is before us to-day. If the members
for St. Andrew know that children are in schools
which may collapse at any time, are they going to sit
and allow those schools to collapse and not draw
it to the attention of the Government? I suggest that
they take some other step to bring their present
need before the Government. If they read the ad-
dendum to this Resolution carefully they would have
understood that no final decision has as yet been
taken regarding the future use of these buildings.
1 appreciate the suggestions made by honourable
members and I am sure that the Government will
pay due attention to them but we ean give no under-
taking that these buildings will be allocated to any
specific purpose, We are told in the Resolution that
the Hospital Board wants some of them; the
Police Department and the HEducation Board want
some of them. All the applications will have to be
considered and determined according to the urgency
of the particular situation. With regard to the point
made by the junior member for St. James I think,
Qir, that he is in a position to know that the Govern-
ment already has under consideration the retention of
No. 3 building at Seawell for use as a Rest Room for
" passengers leaving and arriving by plane at Seawell;
therefore, it is almost superfluous on his part to em-
phasize again that it is desirable or advisable that the
(Jovernment should retain that particular room for
that particular purpose. The junior member for, St.
Michael made enquiry about the additional ward ac-
commodation at the Hospital for which these build-
ings will be used but as the addendum states, no
decision bas as yet been taken regarding the future
use of the buildings. As I have said, the Hospital
Roard, the Education Department and the Police
Department have sent in applications but no decision
has as yet been taken. The application of the Hos-
pital Board will be treated in the same way as the
other applications will be treated. Now, 1 do not
think it ig practical for us to add to the Resolution
the amendment suggested by the senior member for
St. Andrew. As you, Sir, properly pointed out, all
we have to do to-day is to vote this money to purchase
these buildings that are available and I emphasize that
it is imperative that we purchase them because ma-
terials are in short supply. If we read paragraph
3 of the addendum we will see that the Government
says: ‘“When a deeision has been made regarding the
future uge of the buildings application will be made
to the legislature for authority for such expenditure

as may be necessary to convert the buildings”. I |
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suggest that when we come back for the necessary
money to convert the buildings, that is the proper
time for honourable members to make amendments.
which in their view it is advisable to make regarding
their futrure use.

Mr. WILKINSON: The honourable member
has not answered my question as to how the valua-
tions are arrived at. .

The CHAIRMAN: RBefore the senior member
for St. Philip replies to the junior member
for St James I want to make a suggestion to the.
senior member for St. Andrew and it is this. If he
wants to amend this Resolution he will have to get
the consent of the senior member for St Philip to
do so, and I suggest to him to insert after the
word ‘“‘Fort’’ the words of his amendment, providing
the senior member will aceept it.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr, Chairman, it is a matter
for the House. ‘ o

The CHATRMAN: If that is so, I am sorry
that I shall have to rule that the amendment is out of
order.

Mr. ADAMS: May 1 make an appeal to the
senior member for St. Andrew. I realize that he is
making an effort on behalf of the parish which he
represents but all other honourable wmembers may
want to do likewizse. I dare say the Housing Board
wonld want these buildings too and it is likely that
they may be more than wanted at Seawell itself.
Surcly we must see that we cannot to~-day agree to
any of the demands, so to speak, which are being
made! I hope that the honourable member, as a -
senior member of the Assembly,—he has been in-
the House for s long time now—will see that the
appea] that is being made to him is made on the
ground of commonsense and for no other reason. I
can assure him that the Government knows what he
knowg about the condition of the two schools in St.
Andrew to which he has veferred.

Dr. CUMMINS: Sir—I just want to say this
in regard to the Hospital Board. We all know that
every ward at the Hospital is overcrowded and it is
yroposed that one of the buildings be used as a chil-
dren’s ward, so that the children can be removed
from the ward which they now occupy and that ward
be made available as increased accommodation for
female patients. We also want increased accommo-
dation for nurses. As a matter of fact, we are
renting a building now for the accommodation of
nurses and are actually on the point of renting an-
other for the same purpose; but if we get these
buildings at Charles Fort we will be able to accom-
modate the nurses at the Hospital instead of reuting
buildings outside. There is also the necessity for
ward accommodation for policemen and fire bri-
eadegen at the hospital. An arrangement has been
made with the Government that when the building
which is now being constructed at the hospita] is
completed, the present Pay Ward “A” will be used
for the accommodation of members of the Police
Foree and the Fire Brigade, and if we get these
buildings we will be able to accommodate policemen
and fire-brigademen in one of them and use the pres-
ent Pay Ward ‘“A’’ as a Maternity Ward.

Mr, LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—I think that one
of the special functions of the Legislature iz the
spending of money and perhaps it is right that any
money resolution should be given the fullest con-
sideration. However, I would like to say that as far
as this Resolution ig concerned the information which
is given in the addendum should have included the

S
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number of buildings and perhaps the sizes of them ag Zlagt year and the Colonial Engineer himself has

well, so that a member with the experience of the
Junior member for St. James would be able to get
some idea ag to whether the prices are all right, I
do not like to look a gift horse in the mouth but
it is possible that these buildings may be purchased
for too much money even though the War Office
wants to dispose of them to the Government. The
Government has no right to buy these buildings un-
lesg it hag some use for them and it would appeax
that the House is pressing that we go ahead biindly
and purchase these buildings with, the certainty that
they will be used. 1 am going to appeal to the
senjor member for St. Andrew not to press his
amendment; it ig the first time I see an amendment
of this sort put in a Resolution, Although I do
not share the view that it is entirely out of order—
because the House of Assembly has to determine
the way in which the money in the Treasury should
be spent—I suggest to the honourable member that
if he wants to secure two of these buildings, let the
Vestry of St. Andrew or himself buy them from the
Government, There are twelve constituencies
represented in this Asesmbly and if we adopt the
procedure suggested by the senior member for St.
Andrew I do not kpnow where it will end. I too
would like some of these buildings for the City and
I am sure my colleague will share the same view.
There need not be any fear that these buildings will
not be retained in the island because it is quite possible
that if the Government does not purchase them some
private individual will dose. It is true that the
respective buildings in the addendum are numbered
but the number of each set of buildings is not
stated for the information of honourable members
and I suggest to honourable members who are mem-
bers of the Executive Committee that in future they
see to it that in Resolutions of this nature and of
which they are in charge, some idea is given as to
the number and, perhaps, the sizes of the structures.
As regardg the question which the junior member
for St. Michael has asked, I should have thought
that a man of his experience would know that it
13 not enough to have a ward at the hospital; you
have to have, as well, doctors and nurses to attend
to the patients who are accommodated ir. that ward
and these must also be accommodated.

Mr. HAYNES: I would like to say in
reply to the junior member for the City that
education does mnot concern the Vestries and
that T do not see how he can expect the Vestry of
St. Andrew to take up a matter of this sort. As
regards the senior member for St. Joseph he too has
been in the House for a good many years and
would know that if you do not nail the government
to certain conditions you will never get angthing
done. I am only making this amendment to try apd
urge the Government to meet this pressing need in
the parish of St. Andrew, that, is to say, the provis-
ion of safe buildings in which the younger genera-
tion can be taught. I do not think that you c‘ould
want a better purpose for the use of these buildings.
The honourable member said that the Housing
Board would want them but if you do not educate
the children, there will be less appreciation of the
houses you provide for them,

Mr. CRAWRORD: These buildings are not
being purchased blindly. The junior member for
St, James pointed out that a Committee of.the
Bxecutive Commitee went and inspected them since

also inspected them. If the junior member for the
City wants the sizes of all the different blocks I can
give them to him. I have the size of every block—-
the garages, the officers’ mess and everything else—
and can give them to him if he wants them.

~ Mr. LEWIS: The honourable member would
give them but I would not be able to assimilate the
information in such a short space of time. I suggest
that he should have them printed and circulated
emong honourable members,

Mr. CRAWFORD: The reason why they were
not ineluded is because we did not want to make the
Resolution too voluminous., There is no desire on
the part of the Government to withhold anything,
bu.t if we included the area of each block and the
prices per square foot, it would have required two or
three pages of the size which the Resolution occu-
ples. For the information of the junior member for
St. James I need only state that the valuation of
the buildings at Charles Fort is assessed on the
same basis as that of the buildings at Seawell,

_ Mr. LEWIS: Perhaps it was a bit of imper-
tinence on my part to offer advice to a member of
this House like the senior member for St. Andrew.
When he says that the Vestries have nothing to do
with education I would like to ask him this question :
who built the St. Michael’s Girls’ School? Further,
if he will read an Address of which notice has been
given by the jurfior member for St. Joseph, he will
discover that that honourable member asks that the
money voted by the Vestries for the repair of school
buildings be used for the granting of scholarships.

The CHATRMAN: I want to bring to the no-
tice of the senior member for St. Andrew that
although 1 have ruled his amendment out of
order, yet I have another suggestion to make, If the
honourable member feels that his amendment ought
to be put he should ask this Committee to report
progress and ask leave to sit again, otherwige I am
going to put the question. The question is that this
Resolution do now pass. Honourable members in
favour will please say ‘‘Aye’’; those against will
please say ‘‘No.”’ I think the ‘“Ayes’’ have it.

The Resolution is passed.

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTES FOR GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTR

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,—The next Res-
olution is for the sum of £7,500 to be placed at the
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee for
the service of the Colony. The explanatory notes
are as full as T can possibly give them; so I am
telling honourable members in advance that if they
have read those notes, that is all the information that
can possibly be given. I do hope that this Resolu-
tion will be passed without honourable members going
down sidetracks in the course of their remarks. 1
beg to move that the Resolution do now pass as
follows :—

Resolved that the sum of £7,500 be placed at the
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee
for the service of the Colony as set out in the
Schedule hereto, and that the Legislative Council
be invited to concur herein and, if concurred in,

Resolved that His Excellency the Governor be
asked to assent and take the necessary steps to give
effect to this Resolution,
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THE SCHEDULE

Head of Estimates Item Amount
£
1. VI. Customs 15 Books and Stationery — 1946-47 40
16 Water Rates — 1946-47 36
17 Instruments, apparatus, ete., for excise purposes 1946-47 ... 40
20 Drawbacks, general — 1946-47 1,900
6 Watchmen — 1946-47. 26
10 Temporary Clerical Assistant—1946—47 24
11 Extra Porterage — 1946—47 26
22 War Bonns — 1946—47 ... 9
23 Rent of Warehouse — 1946—47 117
2. VIII. Post Office 17 Occasional labour — 1946—47 50
3. XV. Police 36 Cleaning, water and licht — 1946—47 250
46 TUpkeep of bicyeles —1946—47 50
50 Musie, licences, fittings and repair of instruments — 1946—47 .... 20
75 Motor launch — 1946—47 ... 50
4. XXIIl. Medieal
Depart-
ments—
(5) Board
of
Health 7 Expenses of Inspection Field Force — 1946—47 70
9 Expenses in connection with and for the prevention of the sprea
of infectious diseases — 1946—47 450
12 Incidentals — 1946—47 . 25
5. XXIX. Miscellane-
ous Services 13 Telephone rentals, transfers and installations — 1946—47 13
6. XL. Waterworks 16 Plumbing expenses —1946—47 4,000

20 Refund of balances to depositors for new servi::'e.s laid -:.1946—-;_’;;7' 300

Mr. BLACKMAN:

Mr. LEWIS: I am going to appeal, Mr, Chair-
man, to the senior member for St. Joseph to let
these Heads be dealt with one by one as is
customary when a Resolution of thig nature comes
before the House. I notice that the Government is
about to provide additional accommodation for the
storage of rum and I presume that that will also
be mixed up with the bottling of rum. There is
an increase in the water rates—on the last occasion
we were told that the meters were in the Police
Station on the wharf—and T presume that any in-
ereage in the consumption of water is due to the
inerease in the quantity of rum which has been
shipped, so we need not worry particularly about
that. I also understand that that water is used fov
the washing of the bottles and perhaps that may le
regarded as being recouped from the rent which is
paid. But I would like to issue a warning whien I
am sure, the members of the Executive Committee
will take seriously to heart. It ig this. If the ship-
ping of rum before it is properly matured is due
to the fact that there is no adeguate accommoda-
tion for the storage of rum I think that it is in the
interest of this island to provide that accommodation
because the rum trade is booming. There is no know-
ing when it will become a flop and merchants will
be willing, of course, to exploit it to the full at
present, perhaps to the detriment of themselves and
to the island. Itis a rather good source of revenue
to this colony now and perhaps it may be necessary
for some Board of Control—attached perhaps to the
Department of Agriculture—to see that this rum is
matured. T understand that storage for a period of 8

I beg to second that.

£7,500

or 12 months is sufficient to make Barbados rum z
pleasantly drinking produet. In respect of indus-
tries like bananas in Jamaica, grape fruit and
oranges in Dominica, tomatoes in Montserrat, there
are Marketing Boards and Government supervision
in the respective islands and there are rejects of
stuff which are not up to standard. If we leave this
rum business entirely in the handg of shippers, the
trade is likely to be ruined, If the rum is at present of
a very good quality, there is no reason in the world
why it should not be of a better quality if additional
accommodation ig provided so that it can be stored
jong enough to be matured. I am not speaking from
personal experience but what I am saying is that
if there is no proper storage space and this rum is
allowed to go out of the island in a state of im-
maturity, there will not only be dissatisfaction on
the part of those to whom it ig shipped but the
people®who consume it will be getting a product
that will be detrimental to their health. It is in
the interest of the country that an industry like
this should be watched by the Government and I
suggest to the senior member for St. Joseph that the
hint which I have given 'is well worth considering.
I would like to enquire whether this additional
watchman to be employed ig going to wateh con-
tinuously every night or if some arrangement is
made to give him time off. I take it, Mr. Chairman,
that this schedule will be considered Head. after
Head because I have a comment to make under an-
other Head.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman,—TI also think
that we should deal with this schedule, Head after
Head. In regard to these watchmen, you are no doubt

ke
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aware that the Customs has a bad reputation for
making them work for excessively long hours, and

I trust that now the matter hag been drawn to the

attention of the honourable member who is in, charge
of Government Business affecting this Department
will give us the assurance, if he cannot tell us now
how many hours these watchmen work, that he will
have the necessary instruetions given to the Customs
that this watechman does not work longer than the
ordinary working hours. !

The CHAIRMAN: It has been suggested by
the junior member for the City and the junior mem-
ber for St. Lucy that the Heads in the Schedule
be taken one by one. Does the senior member for
St. Joseph accept the suggestion?

Mr. ADAMS: If it is the wish of the

majority, Mr. Chairman, I have no objection. Per-
haps it ig easgier to deal with the Schedule in that
way.
Mr. WILKINSON: Before the question is put,
Sir, I should like to say a few words on this rum
story. I bhave recently returned from Canada—
naturally being a Barbadian I am interested in rum
—and while there I did receive complaints from
several people that the quality of the rum now being
shipped to Canada from this island is not ag good
as it was a few years ago. The junior member for the
City raised an important point, namely, that the
Government should provide sufficient storage accom-
modation so that the rum can be kept under Gov-
srnmental control and the Government give
guarantee that it has been matured for one year
or eighteen months. I do think that if we wish to
encourage the rum export trade, some consideration
should be given to the suggestion which the honour-
able member has put forward. Ag I have said I have
recently visited Canada and many traders there
put this question to me: ‘‘Can you guarantee that
the rum from Barbados will be two years old?”” Well,
I was not in a position to give them a guarantec
because I am not in the rum trade, but I think the
suggestion of the junior member for the City should
be investigated. At the same time I would like to
say that I am not very keen on seeing rum ware-
houses all over this City. I suggest that they be
established in places outside the City limits.

Mr. WARD: Mr. Chairman, — T thoroughly
agree with the remarks of the junior member for
8t. Jameg and the junior member for the City. The
Government, in my opinion, is a little too lax
as far ag the rum trade ig concerned. I know fro.?n
experience that in North America as well as in
(Canada they are asking for aged rum. They claim
that the rum should be 2% to 3 years old and I
have heard it stated that in the mear future it may
be that the rum exported from Barbados woulu be
three years old. Thig is where I blame the Govern-
ment. If an individual wantg to erect his ow® bond
to store rum the Government gays to him ‘“You can
erect it but you still have to pay warehouse rent'’
and that ig where T do not agree with the Govern-
ment, If the Government ecannot provide buildings
in the which the different merchantg can store and
bottle Tum and the individuals provide them I do
not think that the (Government should penalize those
individuals, by making them still pay warehouse
rent. That is the situation to-day. I know that
there are many exporters of rum who would build
their own bonds but it would not be an economic
proposition as far as they are concerned to duila
their bonds and then the Government taxes them
t0 the extent of six shillings a year on every 64
gallong of rum, irrespective. of whether that rum

remains in the warehouse for a day or a year; they
would be paying taxes in two ways, If
the Government will not allow the exporters of rum
to have their own bonds and store their rum free,
the Government should ereet bonds—I would not say
in the City because rum is a volatile substance and
if you have large quantities of it lying about, one
of these days you may have g conflagration which
would result in mueh distress to people. I feel
that the Government should build bonds in open
spaces and increase, if necessary, the Customs staff
to supervise the bottling of the rum. 'The rum
business is an asset to the Government at present
and we shogld be able to have the rum matured for
two or three years so that we can compete with
the outside markets. I know from teleprams which
have been received by the firm with which I am
associated that rum which has been stored for a
certain period has always been asked for and if we
cannot supply ‘rum of that maturity our export
trade will fail and some other country will capture
it. Puerto Rico, for example, is supplying rum
three years old—other places are supplying it five
years old—and we must bear in mind that the
exporters in Puerto Rico ship their rum to the
U.S.A, free of duty while we in the British West
Indies must pay duty on the rum we ship to
Canada and elsewhere; so, in my opinion, the rum
trate should be given every facility to help boost
the island’s revenue. Another thing which must be
borne in mind is this: Owing to the fact that the
rum trade has increased to such a great extent it
has heiped the growers of canes to get something
out of it. Molasses which was formerly thrown away
is now being sold at eight cents a gallon and that
money is passed on to the cane grower; so that it
can readily be seen that if you kill the rum trade
you are affecting the financial position of the cane
growers. We should give it every support. I am
guite sure that the merchants to-day will do any-
thing to help the Government facilitate matters and,
in my opinion, they will pay a little more if they
can be given buildings in which they can store and
bottle their yum. I know that this question of pro-
viding accommodation for this purpose gives the
Comptroller of Customs a headache because he has
to go outside and rent places, knowing that he may
have to pay exorbitant rents.

Mr. ADAMS: All T should like to say is that
the Government will bear in mind all that hag been
said. I must, however, defend the Government to
this extent., The Government did not anticipate
this unanimity on the part of all parties to get the
Government to prolong the existence of this industry.
My information has been that the merchants are so
anxions to sell the rum that they cannot wait until
it comes out of the still and that it is not so much
a question of storage accommodation, I have heard
the complaint that our rum has almost got down
to the state of Trinidad rum. But the Government
will bear all these suggestions in mind, T rose only
to say ‘‘Do not blame the Government. Rather bring
the matter before the Chamber of Commerce and
ask the merchants themselves not to kill the trade.”
If the Government is asked to introduce the neces-
sary legislation, of course it will introduce it but I
can imagine that if the merchants say to one another
““You give us a bad name through the raw rum
which you are selling outside the island” that will
result in greater improvement in the frade. I wel-
come this sort of attitude to-day. If we go on like
this, we will soon be one happy family. Everybody
seéems willing to nationalize and make Government

Leontrol every industry. I welecome it.
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The question that the amounts under No. %,
Head VI Customs, stand part of the sciedule is pui
and fesolved in the affirmative without division.

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Dr.
CuMMINS, the amount under No. 2, Head VIII Post
_ Office, stands part of the schedule.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the amounts
under No. 3, Head XV Police, stand part of th»
schedule.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—I would just li<»
to draw to the attention of the senior member for
St. Joseph that it would seem as if there is a
considerable increase in the cost of cleaning in this
Department. 1 know that the item as set out 10
the Estimates happens to be ‘‘cleaning, water and
light” but it would seem as if the reason for the
supplementary vote of £250—$100 per month—is the
increase in the cost of materials for cleaning, It
looks a big amount to me and I would like to get the
assurance from the senior member for St. Joseph
that everything in this respect is in order. The next
thing I wounld like him to tell the Committee is
whether the changed method of repairing the bicycles
ig giving satisfaetion,

Mr. BRANCKER: With regard to the amount
for cleaning, water and light I do not know if the
honourable member in charge of the Resolution will
be able to give details but I hope that it includes
« substantial inerease of the remuneration to the
people who actually do the work because you know,
Sir, that in these Departments the charladies and
«rcoms are underpaid. I would like to know whethsy
{his amount of £20 is all that is asked for by the
Bandmaster in connection with the band; it seems
to me a rather small amount although it is a supple-
mentary vote. We have only recently secured the
services of a Bandmaster who has displayed great
«fficiency and dynamic energy and I hope that ihe
vovernment will give him all he asks for to enable
him to keep the band up to the standard of efficiency
at which he is striving to keep it and not be cheese-
paring in its policy towards him.

Mr. LEWIS: Before the senior member for
St. Joseph replies I would like to tell him that it
appears curious to me that they have a launch
which has been overhauled and that a supplementar;
vote of £38 is asked for to pay for its insurance
which was not foreseen. I would like to know
~hether the launch has been insured before
or whether thig is something entirely new. The fact
that it was unforseen that the launch should have
been insured seems curious to me.

Mr. ADAMS: I cannot give the honourable
members any more information than that which
appears in the notes and which has been copied
almost verbatim from fhe Minute Papers. I can
only say that the amount which the Government
is going to ask for in the Estimates in respect of
the Band will be considierable as compared with this
small amount. As regards the bicyeles, honourable
members will remember that Supt. Calver recom-
mended that the repair of bicyeles by a policeman
should be stopped and in consequence the bicycles
are being repaired outside by civilian labour and
that is the cause of the increase in this item. The
necessity, as the result of Supt. Calver’s recommend-
ations, of bringing people from outside to do things
which policemen did before is the cause of much
of this inereased amount which is being asked for.
Policemen have been complaining that they should
not groom their horses and clean the stables and
if civilian labour is brought in to do the cleaning
it costs more.
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The question that the amounts under Head XV,
Police, stand part of the schedule is put and resolved.
in the affirmative without division.

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr.
Cox, the amounts under No. 4, Head XXIIT Medical
Departments, stand part of the schedule.

On the motion of Mr. Apawms, seconded by Dr.
CummiNs, the amount under No. 5, Head XXIX
Miscellaneous, stands part of the schedule.

Mr. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that the amounts
under No. 6, Head XL Waterworks, stand part of
the schedaule.

Dr. CUMMINS: T beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: I would just like to enquire
from the senior member for St. Joseph—I hope, Mr.
Chairman, that you will not rule me out of order
but my enquiry is in connection with the Waterworks
glthough it is not in respect of any particular item
in this schedule—whether the item which was
deleted from the last Estimates regarding the con-
struction of a building for the station foreman at
the Belle Pumping Station is still under considera-
tion by the (Government or whether it has been
abandoned:

Mr. ADAMS: It is for the Chairman to rule
whether such an enquiry is in order,

The CHAIRMAN: Taking into consideration
the exigencies of the moment T think it is in order.

Mr. ADAMS: It is not for me to question your
ruling, Mr. Chairman, but I would like to make
this appeal to all honourable members. In connec:
tion with matters which are brought before th ;
House, it is reasonable, where the Government does
not spring something on honourable members and
asks them to deal with it the same day, that they
should give the member of the Executive Committ. >
in charge of the measure notice beforehand of an»
question or questions which they intend to ask, sc
that he can come here fortified with the answer or

answers. If the junior member for the City had

asked me that question earlier in the day I would
have had with me all the Papers from which T
could give the information. As you, Sir, have
ruled that the honourable member’s enquiry isg i
order T will tell him that the matter is under co=n-
sideration or has been considered or will be zom-
sidered (Laughter). ‘

Mr. LEWIS: I can assure the honourable mem-
ber that I have taken into consideration all that he
has said. T am more than willing to adopt in future
the conrse he hag guggested but ke will notice that
if T ask a question and he has not the answer 1 do
not press for it. I only thought that as a member
of the Executive Committee for some time he would
have known their poliey in respect of that particular
item.

g SMITH: Again I want to warn the Gov-
ernment against sowing the seed of discontent in
this Department. I have understood that workmen
at headguarters who go to the country districts to
work receive overtime pay and the district foremen
who are supposed to be on duty until whatever time
the work is completed reeeives no overtime pay. I
think that is unfair to these district foremen. If
you pay one set of workmen overtime you should
aiso pay the other set overtime and I sincerely hope
that the senior member for St. Joseph will do his
best to find out if my statement is correet and if
it is correct, have the state of affairs remedied.

The question that the amounts under Head XL,
Waterworks, stand part of the schedule is put and
resolved in the affirmative without division.
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The question that this Resolution do now pass 1s
rext put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

REFUND OF CUSTOMS DUTY TO ST, MICHAEL'S

COMMISSIONERS OF HEALTH

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Chairman,—The next
Resolution is for the sum of £201. 5. 10. to be grant-
ed to the Commissioners of Health, St Michael, as
a rcfund of the Customs import duty and package
tax paid on five motor lorries, two tipping gears
and certain tipping gear sparegs imported in con-
nection with the scavenging of the City of Bridge-
town and itg suburbs. The scavenging of the City
of Bridgetown and its suburbs is now done depart-
mentally and the necessary equipment is imported for
the purpose. This Resolution is to refund to the
Commiscioners of Health, St. Michael, the import
duty and package tax paid on five additional motor
lorries and equipment imported by them. On the
16th May, 1946, a similar Resolution was passed for
the sum of £295. 2. 9 and I beg to move that this
Resolution do now pass.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 beg to second that.

_ Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman—I am not
- gomg to oppose this Resolution but I would just
like to make an enquiry from the honourable
member in charge of it or from the semior wember
for the City who is the Churchwarden of that parish
in respect of these motor lorries. Sometime ago when
a similar Resolution was before this House I threw
out the suggestion that the proper authoriiy
should sec to it that the motor lorries which are
imported in future for this purpose are so con-
structed that the refuse which ig thrown into them
is not allowed to be blown all over the streets and
30 get rid of the horrible nuisance which now ex-
ists. I would like to discover if these five lorries,
in respect of which we are about to grant this re-
fund of import duty, are constructed in accordance
with the more modern method of hygiene and san-
itation.
The question that the Resolution do now pass
is put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

EX GRATIA GRANT TO JANE LASHLEY

The CoMMITTEE granted the request of the
senior member for St. Joseph that the junior
member for St. John move the next Resolution
which is for the sum of £77. 12. 6. to be granted
as an exr gratia grant to Jane Lashley, mother of
Joseph N. Bannister, formerly a porter at the Cus-
toms Department, in counsideration of his 32 years’
service in that Department.

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Chairman,—Joseh N.
Bannister was employed as a porter at the Customs
for 32 years. He died on the 9th of August 1946,
and it is customary to give an ex gratie grant to
the nearest relative in circumstances of this sort.
The nearest relative in this instance ig Jane Lashley,
the mother of the deeceased, who is 71 years old. 1
beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. ADAMS: T beg to second that.

. Mr. GARNER: Mr. Chairman,—I hasten to ask
the Government to revise its method of granting
pensions or gratuities to persons of this type. In
the highest brackets, you find people who are working
for large salarieg receiving large pensions and when
it comes to people like thig they are given little.or
nothing. The system is wrong and I have been

”
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always impressing on the Government that it needs
revision. I hope, Sir, that it will not be long when
the Government, as constituted now, will see itg way
to revise this gystem, so that these underpaid employ-
ees in the lowest brackets will be treated alike in
the granting of pensions and gratuities to enable
them to mamtain themselves in their old age or, if
they die, their beneficiaries to get something more
than what they get at present. Thig is not a proper
way of doing business and because these people do
menial work, that does not mean that they should
not get better treatment when they become inca-
pacitated. I hope the Government will move along
the lines I suggest quickly. .

Mr. LEWIS: I take it that this wag a pension-
able post. At present there is another Resolution of
a similar nature before us and the years of serviee
are pretty close—32 in one case and 26 in the other.
What T would like to know is the method by which
this gratuity is arrived at. I understand that there
is some law by which you can give up to a year’s
emoluments but that may be done in the case of
someone who has served for 8 or 9 or perhaps 12
years in the Service. Where a gratuity ig given to
a person who hag left a non-pensionable job in the
Service I take it that the Government has adopted
the method of one month’s salary for each completed
year of service. What I mean ig this. If this man
had given 12 years’ gervice to the Government, would
it have granted a year’s emoluments in the same
way ? .
Mr. BLACKMAN: The information which has
been asked for by the junior member for the City
is supplied in paragraph 2 of the addendum which
says:— ““If an officer who is pensionable under the
Pension Act, 1925, (1925-2) dieg while in the Public
Serviee of this Island after serving in the Publie
Service for not lesg than five years hig legal personal
representative may be granted a gratuity not exceed-
ing one year’s pensionable emoluments............ ”

Mr, LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—Perhaps I should
have put my criticism in this way. The members of
the Executive Committee, now that they have altered
the principal of making these grants, should see to
it that the ;aw is amended. 1 canrot for the life
of me sec why any person who hag servea this Gov-
ernment for 5 years sheuld get the equivalent of one
year’s emoluments and someone else who has served
it for 32 vears should be entitled to the same year’s
emoluments. I think that a graduated scale would
do more justice to the emiployees of the Govermment.

The question that the Resolution do now. pass
is.put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE TO OLD AGE PENSION
ENQUIRY OFFICERS,

Mr. ADAMS: The next Resolution, Sir, is for
the sum of £73 to be placed at the disposal of the
Governor-in-Exceutive Committee to pay from the
1st November, 1946, to the 31st March, 1947, a
travelling allowanece at the rate of £30 a year to the
Old Age Pension Enquiry Officer of St. Michael and
a travclling allownace at the rate of £25 a yea-r_to
aach of the other five Old Age Pension Enquiry
Officers. _

As honourable members will see from the adden-
dum, representations have been made ‘by the Qld
Age Pension Enquiry Officers for increased salaries
and the grant of an allowance fox_- travelh_ng. The
Government made a pretty extensive enquiry 8s t_o
the financial implication of this and, above all, it
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made enquiry from the Social Welfare Officer who, I
must say, has written an excellent minute,—a min-
ute which is so illuminating that the Government
feels that the whole question should be gone into.
The Pension Enquiry Officer of St. Michael receives
a salary of £150 per annum; the officer of Christ
Church and St. George receives £125 per annum;
the officer of St. John and St. Philip receives £120
per annum ; and the officers of St. Andrew, St. Joseph,
St. Thomas, St. James, St. Peter and St. Lucy re-
ceive £100 each per annum. In St. Michael the
number of new applications in the first six months
last year wag 306, while during the same period, the
number in St. Andrew and St. Lucy wag 26 respec-
tively. The average per month in each of these
parishes wag 7.5 and 10 respectively as compared
with an average of 51 per month in St. Michael.
The number of meetings held in St. Michael during
the same period was 13 whereas the number of
meetings held in St. Andrew and St. Lucy was five
respectively, Honourable members will see, therefore,
that the case of the officer in St. Michael ig very strong
when compared with that of the others who really
do not seem to have such onerous duties. In St.
Philip, the number of new applications for the six
months referred to was 46, the average per month
being 11.83 and the number of meetings held during
the period being 5. In St. John, the number was
925 with an average of 11.83 and 4 meetings were
held. So that the whole question needs to be gone
into and the Government has come to the conclusion
that the fairest thing to do at presemt is to give
this travelling allowance in accordance with these
rates and have a complete reorganization of the whola
Old Age Pension System. We may consider central-
izing it, although doubtless those who are now offi-
cers would not be pushed out of their offices. I beg
to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman—I am going to
move that the further conmsideration of thig Resolu-
tion be postponed. I am not particularly influenced
by newspaper arguments about what ig to take place
in this House but undoubtedly in this matter some
points have been made of which honourable members
cognisant of their responsibility should take some no-
tice and it strikes me, Sir, that this is a Resolution
which on the face of it needs to be postponed..The Gov-
ernment has admitted in paragraph 2 of the
addendum that the whole gystem of old age pension
enquiry requires examination and I am going to
ask the senior member for St. Joseph to accept my
motion if, after I have told him my reason for
moving it, he agrees with me, I find that these
people who have been appointed part-time officers
of the Government have been given pension rights,
not that that in itself is a wrong thing but the faect
remains that there are other part-time officers of
the Government who have mnot had thig privilege.
The next thing is that on the appointment of these
officers I understand that travelling allowance was
taken into account in the salarieg given. If that is
%0, they have the further advantage over ather
people in the Service of getting a pension oxn their
travelling allowance. If all that is true and the
Government is going to examine this system
thoroughly, perhaps with a view to ity centralisation,
T think that this piecemeal method will not only do
harm, for instance, in mnot giving the fullest con-
sideration to the demands of these people but it is
tikely to bring about a certain amount of dissension
in .the Department itself. T understand that after

a pension enquiry officer has gone around and made
his enquiries in respect of the applications for old age
pension, his job is finished; perhaps some revision
is mecessary but the paying officer has to continue
to pay the pensions and we have what I regard as
a ridieulons system of paying these pensions weekly.
There is never a break of more than one day a
week in the payment of these pensions in the parish
of St. Micheal; the paying officer in this parish
pays almost every day continuously and I feel that
if payment was made fortnightly it would help as
far ag the amount which is paid out is coneerned.
I know that it would cause a certain amount of
discomfort to people who are in need of the money
but I understand that there are many pensioners
who allow their pensiong to accumulate with the
view of drawing a lump sum; it may be that they
form a small portion of the number of pensioners
but that is the information which I have received.
So far as I am concerned I feel that as long as we
are not robbing these pensioners, it might help the
paving officers if some arrangement is made to pay
them fornightly instead -of weekly. I would like
to discover from the senior member for St. Joseph
whether any consideration hag been given to the
salaries which are being paid to the paying officers
and whether the salaries of the enquiry officers are
regarded as adequate for the serviceg rendered. It
is being said that the latter officers are given
this special consideration for reasong entirely apart
from the fact that they are Old Age Pension enquiry
officers. I hope that ig not so. I feel that my con-
sideration in the conduct of Government’s business
in this Assembly should be somewhat comprehensive.
I find that this Government ig always creating
offices like those of the Old Age Pension Enguiry
Officers. It hag created the offices of Registering
Officers,—officers who may register two people in 18
months and then have a rush at election time. Thege
people, T understand, have very easy jobs and we
are saddling the taxpayers in thig country with the
payment of pensions to persong for having done
practically no work.  The vast majority of the
people who pay taxes in this island have no security
of tenure nor any hope of a pension at all; their
only hope is to pay taxes and when they can no
longer pay they are accommodated in a clean alms-
house. The people who draw pensiong should per-
form some duties for the money they receive. In addi-
tion to tle salaries which are paid to some of these
enquiry officers, they receive remuneration from othcr
sources and, as-such, they are in a position to say to
applicantg “‘Came to me” instead of their going to
the applicants. Perhaps it may be better to give
them travelling allowance and let them go and see
whether the applicants are really qualified to receive
old gre pensions. If an amalgamation of these
offices can be made, it should be done. This reminds
me that the Department of Agriculture had some
part-time officers whom they threw out and it was
as a result of the efforts of the senior member for
St. Thomas and myself that some of those men gotf
employment; sinee then nothing hag been heard of
the gratuity or the pension that was promised to

them for the services vrendered in  that
Department, I feel that it is time to -have
this old =age ©pension system reviewed and

if the Government has promised—it does not always
promise these things—to have thig system reviewed
with a view fo its centralization, we can postpone
this question until such time as that revision takes
place. I sincerely hope that politics has nothing

, b o
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to do with the granting of this special consideration
to the pension enquiry officers. I am willing to pay
adequate gsalaries for adequate services performed
but do not let it be said that because we have a
particular form of Government now, we are squander-
ing money., I appeal to honourable members to view
the matter in that light and I repeat that there is
a vast army of taxpayers whose employers can cm-
ploy them for two, three or forty years and then
Kick them out with no hope of security but the
almshouse and these are the people who have to put
the money in the Treasury to guarantee the Govern-
ment gervants security of tenure and pensions. I
am moving that the further consideration of this
Resolution be postponed so that this matter could
be reviewed and that thig apparent preferential
treatment will not be so apparent.

Mr. ADAMS: I do not know whom the hon-
ourable member refers to when bhe talzs about the
new Government and polities

Mr. LEWIS: I am sorry, Mr. Chairman. I
did not intend to cast any aspersion on the present
Government. 1 understand that this matter was
under consideration before the election that recently
took place.

Mr. ADAMS: I am glad the honourable mem-
ber has exonerated us because the pension enquiry
officer in St. Joseph is one of my most ardent
enemies and it does not matter to me hew much he
gets or how much he does not get. The petition
was received from these men on the 14th July last
year; they pointed out that they were appointed
in 1938 at the same salaries and were never given
travelling allowance or war bonus although their sala-
ries were under £200 a year. All the honcurable mem-
ber has said affecting them may be true. Let us
say that it is true; all that will be taken into con-
sideration in investigating the whole system. But
surely the honourable member can hardly ask us
to agree with him that because officers of other
Departments have to be considered, we should not
take this application into consideration now. This
is purely an interim award pending the investiga-
tion of the system of old age pension enquiry and
having regard to the fact that these men have had
10 increase in salaries since 1938, no travelling al-
lowance and mo war bonus. In the case of the
pension enquiry officer for St, Michael I am told
that although his is a part-time job, it is, in effect,
a whole-time office. You have just heard the figureg
in respect of new applications for the period 1lst
January, 1946, to the 30th June, 1946; in his case
there were 306 applicants and the mnext highest
number was 46 in the parish of St. Philip. After
taking all the circumstances into consideration, the
(Government is merely asking dor this travelling al-
lowance for these men and I hope that honourable
members will agree to thig interim payment p®nding
the enquiry which the Government intends to make
as speedily as possible,

Mr. CRAWFORD: I should like to point out
that on the Order Paper there is an Address—No.
38—under Private Members’ Business to be moved
in relation to an increase in the remuneration of
payment to Enquiry Officers.

Mr, LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—I would just like
to say this. If this was an interim adjustment of
salaries it would not be creating a mew principle
but on the honourable member’s own admission thisig
some sort of interim adjustment ereating the prin-
ciple of giving travelling allowance where there was
1one before. If you are dealing with the question
of travelling allowance, perhaps the enquiry officer
wf St. Michael would have a vast number of applica-

tions but what about the facilities to get to those
applicants ? He can get a bus to take him to
nearly every part of St. Michael. Some of these
officers in the country distriets have two parishes
to deal with and it is not always possible to get a
bus to travel across the country to enquire into the
arcumstances of an applicant for old age pension.
in such an event, that officer has to walk if he has
not his own bicycle. The disparity in these amounts
¢t travelling allowance does not appeal to me. The
enquiry officer of St. Philip and St. John who has
5 or 4 applications to investigate may have to do a
great deal more travelling to investigate those 3 or
4 applications than the enquiry officer of St. Michael
would have to do to investigate 11 or 12 cases two
or three of whom may be in Carrington Village and
two or three in another place which he can easily
reach by = bus.

_At this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. Speakmr takes the
Chair and adjourns the House until 2.45 p.m. in
acecordance with Rule 40 (a).

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (A)

On re-assembling,

Mr. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker—There are no
replies to any Questions ready ag yet, and in the
circumstances I am asking leave to move for the
suspension of Rule 61 (a) in order to resume Gov-
ernment Business.

_Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is
asking leave to move for the suspension of Rule
61 (a) in order to resume Government Business. If
there 15 no objection, leave will be granted the hon-
ourable member. There being no objection, the hon-
ourable member may make the motion.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (a)
be now suspended in order to resume Government
Business.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which wag agreed
to.

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: When the adjournment tooi
place, the House was in Committee of Supply.

Mr. Spmarer left the Chair, and the House
rosumed Committee of Supply, Mr. Ramsay being
in the Chair.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When we were in Commit-
tee of Supply, we were considering a Resolution to
place the sum of £73 at the disposal of the Governor-
in-Executive Committee to pay from the 1st Novem-
ber, 1946, to the 31st March, 1947, a travelling
allowance at the rate of £50 a year to the Old
Age Pension Enquiry Officer of St. Michael, and
a travelling allowance at the rate of £25 a year to
each of the other five Old Age Pension Enquiry
Officers.  The honourable junior member for the
City wag speaking.

Mr., LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—I think that I
lave mentioned all the points which I intended to
mention in eonnection with this matter. I think
that we should vote for the postponement of this
Resolution until the whole scheme hag been gone
into. Tt seems to me that an excellent case has been
made out both in the Press and otherwisa for the
consideration of the Paying Officers as weil, and I
think that we are creating an entirely new principle
by this interim adjustment. I feel that this is «
matter which needs to be further considered by the
Executive Committee. If honourable members feel
that they cannot hold the view which I hold,
that people who are working for the Government
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should do adequate work for the salaries which they
receive, they can keep to their own inclination. 1
am only doing my duty as I see it in connection witn
this matter.

" Mr. COX: T cannot agree with the remarks
of the honourable junior member for the City. First
cf all, the honourable member speaks about the
amount which ig being spent in connection with the
Old Age Pension Department—

Mr. LEWIS: No such words ever crossed my
lips; I do not even know the amount which is being
spent.

Mr. COX: The honourable member spoke about
the travelling allowanee which the Government pro-
poses to pay to the Pension Enguiry Officers. What
I would like the honourable member t¢ realise thatno
amount should be too great to be spent on the poor
people of any country. T teel that nothing probes
more deeply into the ecivilisation of a eolony thau
the care that is being taken of the old people after
they have given all their serviee to the colony. It
must be realised that the Pension Enquiry Officers
have to visit the various people who apply for pen-
sions no matter where they live, and it is fair that
they should be given travelling allowance. Ag far as
the Pension Enquiry Officer of St. Michael is concern-
ed, when the honourable junior member for the City
speaks about using a "bus for transportation, I would
like to inform him that if the Officer wants to get
to Carrington’s Village, for instanee, from another
distriet, he has to get a ’bus to take him to Bridge-
town first and then take another ’bus. Then there
are many avenues into which the Officer has to make
visits and he cannot travel along those avenues by
rieans of any ’bus. I do not see why we should
qitibble over the payment of a few dollars by way
of travelling allowance to this Officer. It must be
remembered that when a person sends in his claim for
a pension, the claim has to be justified by the En-
quiry Officer and it must be realised that his salary
is only £150 per annum. He has been I*eceiVlng.that
salary since 1938, and since then the cost of living
has risen to about 120%. How much use is that
salary to a man who is occupying the position of an
HEnquiry Officer? Referring again to the question of
iravelling allowance, I feel that this Officer, just as
any other Officer, should be given travelling
allowance, With regard to the point raised
ahout the Paying Officers, I feel that that can be
left out of consideration because these officers do not
have to do any travelling. If these Officers are
being underpaid, we can always increase their salar-
jes. I feel that we should pass this Resolution and
take it upon ourselves to see that the greatest care
and attention is meted out-to the old people after

they have given their lives to the service of thej

eolony.

Mr. GALE: The honourable junior member
for the City has stressed the point that the scheme,
not only in relation to the Pension Enquiry Officers
but the whole Staff connected with the Old Age Pen-
sion Department. should be gone into before any
payment of travelling allowance or any change .
made, and T think that he is right. If tae

Government is dealing with this matter, I think i

that it would be much hetter to deal with it as a
whole and not in any piecemeal manner ag we are
now attempting to do. I quite agree that the Pension
Engquiry Officers should be paid travelling allowanece.
T happened to be a. member of the Old Age Pension
Claims Committee at one time, and I know that the
Pension HEnquiry Officer of St. Michael hag to do
a fair amount of travelling,

He has to look for ;

the people who are making representationg for Old
Age Pensions, and it is not always convenient for
him to travel by ‘bus. He has to go to the villages
and he has to use a bicyecle if he has not got a car.

1t is not very often easy to find some of the people

who make claims for pensions. I repeat that I am
quite in agreement that travelling allowance should
be paid to these Pension Enquiry Officers, but I am
also inclined to agree with the matter as has been put
forward by the honourable junior member for the
City. The Government has admitted that the whole
system needs to be changed; in some districtg the
Old Age Pension Staff hag very little work to do
and in other districts there is a greater amount of
work to be done. I feel that the Government is at-
tempting to deal with only one gide of the question.
The Paying Officers are just as responsible persons
as the Enquiry Officers and they are also entitled to
some consideration. The salaries of the Paying Offi-
cers have been fixed ginee 1938; they have not
been increased and we are now singling out some
members of the Staff of the Department and giving
thera travelling allowance while the other members
of the Staff are not getting any inerease. For the rea-
sons which T have given, I am supporting the motion
made by the honourable junior member for the City.
T think that this Resolution should be postponed and
let the whole system be dealt with on a pioper basis.
Dr. CUMMINS: There ig an old saying that
you, Mr. Chairman, and I have heard from the time
when we were boys; it is that while the grass is
growing the horse is starving. This Resolution is for
the purpose of paying travelling allowance to the
Pension Enquiry Officers. I have been told that these
Officers were appointed sitee 1938 when the travelling
allowance was incorporated in their basic salaries.
Even if these Officers traveiled by ’'bus, it costs mors
to travel by ’bus to-day than in 1938. 1In those days
you could get a ’bus to take you from Trafalgar
Square to Jackson for four cents, and now you have
to pay eight cents for that. Another point is that
the cost of travelling has eaten into the basic salaries
of these Officers; I suppose they have to spend one-
third of their basic salaries in paying for their
transport. With respect to the Officers whe work in
the country distriets, it ig impossible for them to
travel by *bus because there is no proper ’bus service
and if they have to wuse bicycles their travelling
will cost them more. While I agree that the Govern-
ment should go into the system in respeet of the
entire Staff of this Department, I feel that, as an
interim matter, these Pension Enquiry Officers should
be given this £50 and £25 respectively which the
Government hag asked for, so that the cost of trav-
elling for these Officers should not eat into such a
areat part of their salaries. I am quite prepared to
suppost this Resolution ag it ig to-day. '

Mr, LEWIS: I am very sorry that my remarks
have not heen intelligible to the honourable senior
member for St. Michael. 1 have never heard a grossor
misrepresentation of ordinary language by intelligent
people in all my life. Not one cent of this money is
going to the people who are receiving old age pensions,
so this is not a case of saving that the people who
kave served the colony during all their lifetime
should be looked after. This money is for the
payment of travelling allowance to the Pension Eu-
quiry Officers, and so I do not see how the remarks
of the honourable senior member for St. Michael can
be applicable to what I have said. I am not
against granting thig travelling allowance to these
Officers, but I do not see why certain people
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should be picked out and considered and others
should be left out. I did not say that these Officers
should travel by ’buses: I compared the travelling of
the Enquiry Officer of St. Michael with that of the
Enquiry Officer of St. John and St. Philip. I
said that the Officer of St, Michae! would, at least,
have a ear when going into the villazes and
what ’busg eould the Officer gct to convey him from
St. Philip to St. John ? I never expected that anybody
who was sufficiently able to appeal to the electorate
of St. Michael could misunderstand just two simple,
ordinary propositions. That is not the sort of way
to give people the idea that you are making capital
out of what has been said.  The merits of what
I have put forward ean bear examination by any
intelligent person. I do not think that we should
pick out people and consider them beeause they have
asked for something. When the qualifying. age for
1eceiving pensions was lowered and the Enquiry
Ufficers had more travelling to do, the honourable
senior member for St. Joseph did not consider them
then; he has only considered them now that the
matter has been drawn to his attention. Why is the
honourable member only now concerned about this
matter? Is it that we cannot se> anything until it
has been pointed out to us? I gay that that is not
the spirit in which Government Business should be
conducted in this House. I do not believe that many
honourable members know that the Enquiry Officers
in the country have more than ome parisa fo look
after. If my information is correct, these Enquiry
Officers have to deal with two parishes, If T offered
the hon. senior member for St. Joseph one of these
jobg and allowed him to choose between the country
and the parish of St. Michael I would like to know
which he would choose. Of course he would choose
the parish of St. Michael because he would
be able to get around more easily. If an
Officer goes around making enquiries 1in the
parish of St. Joseph—(A MEeMBER: The post-
men use bicycles)—the postmen use bicycles
but they cannot ride them everywhere. The

fact romaing that we have to tackle this question |

in a salesmanlike manner: we cannot pick out
peopir from one Department and give them
preferential treatment. That would appear as if there
is something being done in the dark. As regards the
argument about people working all their life in the
service of the colony, do I not see them paying taxes
all the time and only heading for the almshouse? 1
say that a good case has been made out for the
postponement of this Resolution, and it would come
with good grace from the members of the Executive
Committee if they would brush aside the weight of
any of these Officers. The honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Michael has been a member of the Old
Age Pension Claims Committee and so he Jnows
something about this matter; but his colleague docs
not know anything about it. I think that when the
Thonourable member who has some knowledge of the
matter, tells us that the whole system should be
reviewed before anything is done, I think that we
should agree with that. I do mot see why the
FEnquiry Officer of the parish of St. Michael should
be given a travelling allowance of £50 and the
other Officers be given only £25. That does not seem
right to me. If cnquiries are to be made in respect
of two claims for pensions, one in St. Philip and
the other im St. John, one Officer hag to attend to
hoth of these claims; if, for instance, four claims
have to be attended to—two at Haggatt Hall and
two somewhere else—why cannot the Officer in St
Michael make two trips and attend to them all? I
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know what I am talking about: I will not allow
any sntiment to govern me in this matter,

Mr. CRAWFORD: I hope to reconcile the two
Loncurable members, The honcurable junior member
fcr the City is to be excused beeause his remarks were
grossly m.srepresented by the honourable senior
member for St. Michael. In addition to that, the
honourable senior member for St. Michael has opened
himself to some severe criticism when he suggest-
ed that the Paying Officers were in less responsible
positions than the Enquiry Officers——

Mr. COX: T have never said that, .
o Mr. CRAWFORD: The honourable member did
insinuate that tho Enquiry Officers were more en-
titled to some further remuneration

Mr. COX: Again, T never said that. What I
pointed out was that the Paying Officers remain in
the Office whereas the Enquiry Officers have to travel
in order to justify the claims made for pensions.

- Mr. CRAWFORD: Certainly the natural in-
ference to be drawn is that the work of the Pay-
ing Officers iy less onerous and responsible than that
of the Engquiry Officers. The honourable member
forgets that the moment we lowered the qualifying
age for pensioners from 70 years to 68 yearg and-
inereased the amount of the pension, we automati-
cally inecreased the work of the Paying Officers.
They have to pay out more money to more people.
I am not suggesting that either the Enquiry Officers
¢r the Paying Officers are more entitled to receive
an increase of salary, but I am suggesting that both
of them are in the same position. In almost every
case there is thig extenuating factor in respeet of
the Paying Officers; they are either the postmasters
or postmistresses of the various districts, and they
Lave received increases in salary with respect to their
substantive jobs. In addition to that, it is highly pos-
sible that in consequence of the new re-organisation
they will receive more money, I do not mean by that
that those Officers should not be properly paid for the

‘work which they are doing. I would suggest to the hon-

ourable junior member for the City that he would
be well advised to respond to the application of the
Enquiry Officers in the manner which hag been sug-
gested by the Government, It might be argued
that the Enquiry Officers are so much concerned
that they have vone to the extent of sending a
petition to the Government, and if the Paying Officers
are so indifferent to their conditions as to sit down
under an injustice, that i a matter for them. We
might look at the matter from that point of view.
As has been said by the honourable senior member
for St. Thomas, while the grass is growing the horse
is starving. There has been an inerease of work due
to the faet that the qualifying age for persons to
be in rcceipt of pensions has been lowered and the
amount of the pension having been increased, and
thero is no reason why we should fail to do what
we can for this deserving section of the Staff. The
Resolution asks for £73 which will pay the travel-
ling allowance for the Enquiry Officers from the
1st of November until the end of the financial year,
and T think that we may be able to give the honour-
able junior member for the City an undertaking
that when we are considering the Colonial Estimates
in the month of March, some effort will be made
to see that justice is meted out to all sections of
the Old  Age Peusion Staff.

Mr. MAPP: Mr. Chairman,—I had hoped to
stand on my feet for the first time on ° more aus-
picions occasion; however, I am sure that that same
latitude which has been extended to new members of
this House will be extended to me. Quite a lot of heat
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hag been generated already, but I feel that considera-
tion of this Resolution calls for cool thought. The at-
titude which the hon. senior member for St. Philip
hag shown in this matter is the ecorrect one; the
honourable junior member for the City has
destroyed his own case. If the Enquiry Officers are
worth the payment of a travelling allowance, then
let us pay them a travelling alowance. It does not
telp the case to argme that if thig travelling allow-
ance is paid to the Enquiry Officers the Paying
Officers will be dissatisfied. I repeat that the attitude
of the horfourable senior member! for St. Philip
towards this matter is the correct one. Let the Pay-
ing Officers also ask for an increase, or let the hon-
aurable junior membert for the City or the honour-
able junior member for St. Michael petition the
Government on their behalf. To argue that we
%ould refuse to pay this travelling allowance to the
nquiry Officers is not the right attitude towards
+his matter; that would only spread dissatisfaction
in the Department instead of curing 1t. I think
that it should be the attitude of the Government to
cure dissatisfaction rather than cause it to spread,
and the sooner the dissatisfaction is cured, the bette:-
it will be for everybody concerned. I think that
we should show the right attitude in this matter,
pay these Officers what is due to them, and attend
to the other matters in as short a time as possible.
{Cheers). ]

Mr. LEWIS: I have been told that the Paylng
Officers have other jobs; I hear that some of these
Officers are shopkeepers as well. I would like to
know whether the honourable senior member for St.
Philip can tcll me whether the Paying Officers are
whole-time Officers or mot. Is it a fact that the
Enquiry Officers do nothing apart from making en-
quiries? I would like to kuow whether the honour-
able member can supply me with any information
ag to these questions,

Mr. CRAWFORD: Iam very sorry that 1 havg
to admit that the Officers have other jobs. Of
course, I am opposed to this plurality of ofﬁ_c_es.
The Government is now considering the pOSSi.'bﬂ‘lty
«{ reducing the number of Officers and appointing
a limited number of whole-time Officers. In tpe
majority of cases, the Officers are also parochial
employees—Poor Relief Inspectors, Cotton Inspectors
and employees of that sort,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Before I vote one way or
the other in this matter, I would like to know from
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph on
what basis the payment of this travelling allowance
has been arrived at. It has been set out in the
Addendum to the Resolution that ‘‘Representations
lFave been made by the Old Age Pension Enguiry
Officers for increased salaries and the grant of an
allowance for travelling.”” The payment of $10
per month as travelling allowance to the Officers of
the country parishes does seem to me to be inade-
quate, T am mnot ineclined to vote for the postpone-
ment of this Resolution, but I would like to know
whether this sum of money will be the amount of
travelling allowance which the Government wil] paxv
these Officers after the end of March. If you estab-
iish this principle now, you will have to carry it
out. The payment of $10 per month as travelling
allowance for an Officer in St. Lucy, for instance,
seems inadequate to my mind.

) Mr. ADAMS: T hope that what is taking place
-this _afternoon will not be continued throughout this
Session. I do not see the necessity for generating
Veat worthv of a State trial over a simple matter.
If it were possible to follow the inscrutable workings
of the mind of the honourable junior member for the

City, we might reconcile his suggestion that we
should not establish the principle of granting trav-
elling allowance, and thereby tie our hands when
we have done the complete investigation with his
suggestion after lunch that it is iniquitious not te
give travelling allowance to a man who has to travel
from St. Philip te St. John. I do not see how we
can exclaim that we are so anxious to help in the
conduct of the business of the Government and
then posipone the help. These Enquiry Officers
have not sent in their applications; only now they
have made applicationg on several occasions. Frankly,
T am not aware of the particular reasons which
operated in the minds of the Government in the
past to ignore these applications. I rather faney
that after the initial rush which took place at the
beginning of the payment of Old Age Penions,
there was a decrease in the number of applications
for pensions, and it might have been considered by
the Government that when the qualifying age at
which persons receive pensions was lowered, although
the cost of living had gone wup between 1939 and
1941, the work had decreased. The salaries paid to
the Pension Officers in the country were paid in
consideration of the fact that the employment would
be on a part-time basis, and the employees were
already the holders of a job, in some cases two jobs
as in the case of a shopkeeper and district auction-
eer. I appeal to honourable members to consider
the case of the Officer of St. Michael: Reverend
(odson assures us that although he hag been em-
ployed on g part-time basis, the amount of work
which he has to do makes his employment a whole-
time business. He has been paid £150 per annum
from 1938, and no war bonus or travelling allow-
ance. - We tell honourable members that the
Enquiry Officers have made representatiors that they
have quite a lot of work to do, that the whole
position will be investigated and meanwhile we
kave shown you a case—as far as the Officer of &t
Michael is concerned at any rate—and the honoura-
ble junior member for the City has shown a clear
case as far as the country Officers are conecerned.
‘What does it matter if we vote for this Resolution
io-day and establish the principle of paying travel-
ling allowance? The prineciple is either right or
wrong ; if we think that the principle is wrong, let
0s not vote for it at all. If we vote for this
Resolution and establish the princinle of paying
travelling allowance, then we must provide trav-
elling allowance for these Officers. If these
Officers were policemen just before the General
Elections we would mnot hear a lot that we are
hearing to-day. We singled out the policemen
and considered them just before November last year.
How hard it is to say that this Officer in St. Michael
does not deserve something by way of travelling
allowance? Using the argument of the honourable
Junior member for the City, the others are entitled
to the same consideration, not becauge they have
less work to do, but on the ground that the salaries
are so close that the Officer in St. Michael can
previde his travelling allowance and not feel it as
much as the others when he iy getting an average of
50 applications per month, and the nearest number to
him is 14, and he is therefore doing three, four, five
and in the case of St. Joseph and St. Andrew seven
times as much work. I appeal to honourable mem-
Lers to see that the postpomement of this Resolution
tntil other departments are dealt with will not
serve any useful purpose. That is the fantastic
propos;tion which has been put up by the honourable
.tnior member for the City., I ask honourable
:nembers to see that we will be doing the Officer in

S
il

VL S




=

pe

JANUARY 7, 1947 63

St. Michael a real hardship to keep him at $60
per month in 1946 when he has asked 1or more on
several occasions. 1f the shoe was pinciing the
Paying Officers as much as the Enquiry Officers, they
also would have sent in a petition. As the honoura-
able semior member for St. Philip has pomted out,
the Paying Officers are mainly the postmasters or
postmistresses of the various districts and they have
received increases in respeet of their substantive
Jobs, otherwise they mignt also have pntitioned the
Government.

Mr, LEWIS: 1 cannot allow thc remarks of
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph to
go unchallenged. The inscrutability of my mind is
ot like his childish attempt to find out what I am
talking about. (Mr. Apams I admit that). 1
have told the honourable member that a new princi-
ple is being created by this interim adjustment: I did
not say that I would vote against it. If it was deeid-
ed that travelling allowance would be paid when the
investigation is made, that would be all right. When
{he honourable member says that I have made outa
case for the payment of travelling allow-
ance in respect of the country Officers, he
knows what is operating in the minds of
certain . honourable members. They dare not
take up the attitude which I have taken up;
they will draw red herrings acrosg the trail. As
regards the honourable member’s remarks about
singling out the policemen, I would like to say that
it was not a case of singling out the policemen and
considering them at election time. I hope that th
policemen did mnot thank the Executive for doing
that. I think of the case of the policemen whether
it ig election time or any other time. I do my
business in this House whether it is election time or
any othor time. The honourable member sayy that
the Paying Officers have not asked for any more
money ; how do we know that those Officers are not
making more money by doing other jobs? When
these Enquiry Officers were appointed in 1938, they
were not given any travelling allowance; that was
included in their salaries. 1 cannot see how people
can continue with a policy for all this time and
then tell you in 1946 that they did not realise it.
The honourable senior member for St. Joseph was a
member of the Executive Committee for all that
time and did he not know what was happening?
The late Director of Education was appointed with-
cut any provision being made for travelling allow-
ance, but he soon pointed out that he was not getting
any travelling allowance. These Officers were ap-
pointed since 1938 and they have only now applied
for travelling allowance! (Mr, Apams: That is
not true). I am not in disagreement with the pro-
posal to pay this traveiling allowance: if people
have to do a lot of travelling, I think that they
‘should be assisted in purchasing a vehicle. What 1s
what should be dome. I do not think that this trav-
elling allowance should be given in any lump-sum;
T do not think that we should give anybody £45, for
instance, when he will spend only £2 of it. If you
do not know how much a person is going to spend,
vou have no right to take up money and give it to
Lim. T feel that the payment of £150 a year for
‘ithe investigation of four or five applications for Old
Age Pensions is adequate, and more so. Young peo-
ple who are entering the Government Service have
to enter it on probation and are paid £40 per annum,
and here you have somecne receiving $60 a month
-and he has nothing to do. T ask the Government to
wake up to their duties; if they have people doing
a lot of travelling, let 'them be paid travelling al-
Towance. I have been informed that the salaries of

-

the Officers were based on the faet that they had
to do some travelling and when the amount for trav-
elling was absorbed, so to speak, they petitioned the
(Government. The (Government have asked people to
do travelling, have refused to give them travelling
allowance and are now arguing their point. I claim

‘that this is a wrong principle,

Mr. TALMA: 1 would like to know on what
basis it has been decided to pay this travelling allow-
ance, whether it is in respect of the size ¢ the par-
ish, the population or what? I would like to point
out that the parish of Christ Church is a big parish
and has a dense population, a population next to
that of St. Michael, and if in assessing the amount
of travelling allowance t0 be paid the Enquiry Officer
in that area, we are considering the size of the parish
and the population, the amount of £25 could not be
considered an adequate allowance. 1 have no power
{0 increase this amount, but I am hoping that the
members of the Executive Committee will reconsider
their decision as far as the parish of Christ Church
is concerned. Having regard to the size of the
parish and the population, I hope that the Executive
will be more liberal and grant at least £40 as trav-
elling allowance for the Officer up there. Christ
Church is not a back parish, and in this respect the
parishes of St. James, St. Peter and St. Lucy are
entirely out of class. It is for the purpose of mak-
ing those points that I have attempted to hold up
this depate for two or three minutes,

Mr. BRANCKER: I am not opposing this Res-
clution as it stands because it is-a temporary meas-
ure. However, when this system is being reviewed,
I would commend to the attention of the Executive
Committee  the fact that those Officers who have to
look after two parishes certainly deserve no less an
amount for travelling allowance than the Officer whe
has to look after only one parish, even although there
are more calls to be made in that parish, Undoubtedly,
there is the need for a similar amount, at least, if the
Officers have to look after two parishes. For instance, -
it is difficult for one to get to certain districts between
St. Peter and St. Lucy; he must have a bieyele,
&nd sometimes the bicycele is of no use——

At this point, it being now 3.30 p.n1. of the cloek,
Mr. SPEARER resumed the Chair and stated that it

was now time for the consideration of Private Mem-
bers’ Business.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (B).

Mr. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker—I ask leave to
move for the suspension of Rule 61 (b) in order
to resume Government Business. I do so with the
chjeet of completing the consideration of this Reso-
lution, E

There being no objection, the honourable member
was granted leave to make the motion.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (b}
be now suspended in order to resume Governmen’
Business. ,

Mr. COX seconded the motion which was agreed
to.

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr., SPEAKER: When Government Business
was being considered, the House was in Committee
of Supply.

Mr. SpeakeRr left the Chair, and the House re-
sumed Committee of Supply, Mr. RaMsay being in
the Chair. '

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House was in
Committee of Supply, we were considering a Resolu-
tion to place the sum of £73 at the disposal of the
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Governor-in-Exceutive Committee to pay from the
1st November, 1946, to the 31st March, 1947 a
travelling allowance at the rate of £50 a year to
the Old Age Pension Enquiry Officer of St. Michael,
and a travelling allowance at the rate of £25 a
year to each of the other five Old Age Pension En-

quiry Officers, The honourable junior member for:

8t. Lucy was addressing the Chair.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr, Chairman,—1 was say-
ing that the Officers who have to attend to two
parishes have more travelling to do than the one
who hag to attend to only one parish, even although
that parish is more thickly populated than either or
both of the other two. It must be remembered
that the Officers who have to attend to two par-
jshes have to travel to and from the extreme
eids of those two parishes. I would ask the members
.of the Executive when they are reviewing this mat-
ter insofar as the Estimates are comecerned, to Lear
in mind that this amount for travelling allowance
as hag been proposed here, is inadequate in respeet of
those Officers who have to attend to two parishes. I
am not regarding this money as a cost of living
bonus; I am pointing out that it is neeessaty to make
the amount for travelling allowance the same for
the Officers who have to attend to two parishes as
for the Officer who has to attend to only one parish,
and has much shorter distances to travel in the
course of making his investigation.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am in agreement with
what the last speaker has said, and while it is true
that some of these Officers have two or more jobs,
1 can assure the Committee that the Officer of St.
Philip and St. John has that job omnly. I am sure
that he would welcome anything which is given him
to-day either by way of travelling allowance or in-
creased salary. I am asking my colleague not to
insist on the postponement of this Resolution be-
cause T am sure that this can only be a meang to
an end until the Government does the proper phing.
They are going to do the right thing, and it is be-
cause they have been pressed that they have arrived
at this conclusion, Like the homourable junior
member for St. Lucy, I feel that it is somewhat
hard on those Officers who have to deal with two
parishes to give them a less amount for travellin
allowance than the Officer who has to deal with only
one parish. 1 have been a member of one of the
0ld Age Pension Claims Committees, and I am sure
that the Enquiry Officers have quite a lot of work
to do. When a claim ig made for a pension, the
Enguiry Officer has to discover whether the claimant
is working and things of that sort and report to
the Committee. While it ig true that the job 1s a
part-time job, it ig a big job and the Officer 1 re-
quired to do a lot of travelling. I am asking hon-
ourable members to see their way to vote for the
passing of this Resolution because these employces
are in nerd of this assistance.

Mr. WARD: I am in favour of granting in-
ereased salaries to the Enquiry Officers, but I ferl

that we are going about the matter in the wrong!
way. It has been pointed out that this money is:
for the purpose of paying travelling allowanece, bui :
in my opinion, this is a dangerous policy to follow

in increasing a man’s salary. 1 feel that if the

other members of the Staff of that Department knew
that these Officers would have been increased as far

as their salaries are concerned, they would also have

sent in their petition. They would otherwise have ' ization will tak~ place and that there will be satisfac-

been timid to ask for an inercase in their salaries.

If it is said that the other members of the Staff

had the samc opportunity to ask for an increase
in their salaries, I think that you are putting them
at a disadvantage. These cmployees have othér
jobs; (A MEMBER: Not all of them) well, it is
their bad luck not to have other jobs. I think that
these Officers should realise that when they were
appointed to these posts, the travelling allowance
wag incorporated in the salary, and the whole Staff
should have asked for an increase in salary if they
wanted it. The other members of the Staff would
have been glad to ask for an inecrease as well, and
1 think that they are being treated unfairly, I
think that when the Government is considering the
Estimates, the whole Staff will have to be considered.
If these Officers have more work to do, then they
should receive more money; but I think that if we
are considering some members of, the Staff, we should
consider the whole Staff. I quite agree with the
honourable junior member for the City; I feel that
we should postpone consideration of thig Resolution.
We want the position to be consoclidated; we want
to consider the whole Staff and not consider the
matter in any piecemeal manmner. I am voting for
the postponement of this Resolution.

The question that censideration of this Resolu-
tion be now postponed was put and resolved in the
negative,

A division was taken ag follows:—

Ayes: DMessrs, Lzrwis, Dowping, GaLp, 8. A.
Warcorr, WILRINSON, WARD and Mr. SPRARER—7.

Noes: Dr. WiLsoy, Messrs. BRANCKER, SMiITH,
Foster, Marp, CoxX, Apams, BLACEMAN, (GARNER,
TaLma, Morrney, Crawrokp and Dr. CumMins—13,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question has been re-
solved in the megative, seven honourable members
voting ‘‘Aye’’, and thirteen honourable members.
voting ““No”. The question now is—

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before you put the ques-
tion. Mr. Chairman, I would like those honourable

memberg who are in the opposition to see this matter

from our point of view. It is good that we should
have unanimity whenever possible.  These officers.
have asked for increases in salary and for the grant
of travelling allowance. The Government have agreed
to grant them a travelling allowance, but that does
not mean that the travelling allowance will be as-
sessed on the present basls on the re-organisation.
When we come to the question of centralising the
svstem, when the necessary number of Officers are
appointed, they will automatically come under the
Travelling Allowance Act. It might be that the
Resolution is unfortunately worded. That is all
there ig to it (Laughter). If the members of the
opposition understand that this will not be the
basis on hich the travelling allowance will be as-
s‘esscﬁthen their opposition will be at an end. The
Addendum to the Resolution states: ‘It is proposed
to examine the whole system of old age pension en-
quiry with a view to its centralisation.......... ’? We
mitht probably have three whole-time Officers when
the enquiry is made and they will come under the
Travelling Allowance Act. :

Mr. LEWIS: I would like the honourable seniox
member for St. Philip to know that I am convineced
that these employees should get an inereage in their
substantive salaries before they get their travelling
zllowance, because otherwiso they will lose some of the
pension on their salaries. I hope that this re-organ-

tion in this Department, hecause it is a vital Depart-
ment in the machinery of the Government.

\
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The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative, the Chair-
man declaring ‘I think the ‘“‘Ayes” have it.”’

The Resolution was passed.

On the motion of Mr. Apams, scconded by Dr.
CummiNs, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of
five Resolutions in Committee of Supply, and that
the Committee had asked for leave to sit again.

The House resumed.

On motions of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr. Cox
in each case, the Resolutions passed in Committee
were read a first and second time and agreed to.

ADDRESS EE INCREASED GRANTS FOR
REPAIRING TENANTRY ROADS

Mr. SPEAKER: The House will now proceed
to the consideration of Private Members’ Business.
The first Order of the Day under Private Members’
Business stands in the name of the honourable
junior member for St. George.—To move the passing

"of an Address to His Excellency the Governor re-

lating to an increase in grantg to the several parishes
and to the appointment of a parish Engineer to be
attached to the staff of the Highways and Trans-
port Department.

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker,—I beg to move
the passing of the following Address to His Excel-
lency the Governor:—

The House Of Assembly
‘Po
His Excellency The Gouernor

The House respectfully suggest to Your Excel-
lency that the grants to the respective Parishes he
inereased considerably, and that a Parish Engineer
be appointed on the staff of the Director of High-
ways and Transport, who shall supervise the work
t0 be done by Virtue of such increased grants, and
that at least 50% of such grants to be specifically
used in the repair of the tenantry roads.

If we scan the present situation, we will find
that year after year fewer miles of roads are being

" repaired, and also that each year the employees of

the Highway Commissionerg are thrown out of work.
Speaking from physical experience, I can say that
the back roads are completely neglected. That is
due to several things, one of them being that the
revenue derived from highway taxes is insuf-
ficient for effecting repairs to these roads. The
grant which is given by the Government is also In-
sufficient for thispurpose, and the poor Highway
Commissioners are thus placed in a very inevitable
position—a position of having so much to do with
little or nothing with which to do it. Froms time
to time the different parishes have approached the
Government, some of them with success and others
without success for further grants, but there agaia
that is an unknown quantity. Roads in the parishes
of St. Lucy, St. Andrew and St. Michae] have been
taken over by the former Central Road Board, now,

-the Department of Highways and Transport, and
3f you take the amount derived from highway taxes

and the amount spent in St. Lucy, you will find

4hat there is a difference of £2,268. That is equiv-

alent to a grant, and it is obvious from that that the
whole scheme is being run on an inequitable basis.
I am hoping that by passing this Address we will
be able to get the whole scheme Tun on a more equit-
able basis. I respectfully suggest that each year the
Highway Commissioners should take over a certain

number of tenantry roads, and that the same num-

Ier be taken over by the Department of Highways
and Transport. I also suggest that an cngineer be
appointed on the Staff of the Department of High-
ways and Transport, or that one of the engineers
of the Staff of that Department, assist the Highway
Commissioners of the various parishes in the prep-
aration of their estimates and in the performanee
of their tasks. I would also suggest that it .is not
only a question of producing good roads, but we
should also like to have good engineers. I think
that some means should be devised whereby those
who are now in employment in connection with the
1epair of roads might be given the chance to take
a course in road engineering so that they might be
able to perform their duties with greater efficiency.
{Cheers).

Mr. SMITH: I have much pleasure in second-
ing the motion for the passing of this Address. It
is a fact that the Highway Commissioners of the
country parishes suffer a great deal year after year
for want of funds to carry on their work. During
certain months of the year the labourers employed
by the Highway Commissioners of St. Joseph are
laid off because of the lack of money to spend in
repairing the roads. When there was a searcity of
gasolene and tyres the revenue in most of the parish-
es went down. The roads which were never in
vepair went into even greater disrepair and the
poor people could not get their cane crops reaped
because you could not travel over the roads safely.
1 feel that the time hag come when the Government
will have to increase the grants to the Highway Com-
missioners, because year after year the Commis-
sioners have to go back and ask them for money.
1 think that the time has come for centralization
rather than have the Commissioners asking for
money all the time. T think that the Government
should take over the roads (Cheers). I know that
the wheels of Government turn very slowly; (A
MEwmBER: Yes, they turn very slowly) and while they
are considering the question of taking over the
roads, the Commissioners will still await their little
grants. If the Government will take over the roads
as quickly as possible, then I do not see the need
for the passing of this Address. As regards the
appointment of a parish engineer, I wag wondering
whether the honourable junior member for St.
George meant one for the parishes of St. George and
St. Joseph. I feel that we want an engineer in
St. Joseph to assist the present engineer in carrying
on the work., I am somewhat puzzled as to the
appointment of a Parish Engineer. I do not
know whether the honourable member means that
the engineer should be appointed in respect of one
parish or not. However, I sincerely hope that, what-
cver the Government considers should be done, it
will be done as quickly as possible.

; Mr, WILKINSON: When we come to this ques-
tion of roads, 1 anticipate that there will be some
discussion on it. I am sure that every honourable
member will agree with the principle of all tenan-
try roads being taken over. It has been emphasized
that when money is granted to the Highway Commis-
sioners every year a proportion of that money should
be spent on the taking over of tenantry roads. We
all know that there are some very disgracefu] tem-
antry roads in this island. These roads have come
down from past generations when the law was not
in force, and, in my opinion, it is the duty of the
Government to see that these roads are repaired.
Ag honourable members should know, under the
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prosent system certaim highways in each parish are
under the control of the Department of Highways
and Transport. The remaining roads in the parishes
are under the control of the Highway Com-
‘missioners of each parish except iu the case
" of St. Micheal, St. Luey and St. Andrew.
The amounts received by the Highway Com-
missioners in the past were small and about
six years ago the Government sent down and
" asked for increased grants ynder the Head “‘Sub-
‘gidies and Grants’’ to effect repairs to these roads.
Records will Dbe found in the Blue Book. The
Government granted funds to repair the roads, the
amount being. equivalent to £100 per mile. That
amount ‘'was inecreased—I cannot remember when
—to £125 per mile because the Government realis~d
~that in order to maintain the roads, the sum of £100
per mile wag insufficient. To-day that amount
of £125 per mile is not sufficient, as has boen
emphasised by the honourable junior ~mecmber
for St. George. The honourable member hag also
emphasized the fact that these tenantry roads should
be taken over gradually and that the work should
be supervised by the Department of Highways and
‘rransport. 1 guite .agree with that, but I am not
sare that the amount suggested by the homourable
member is sufficient. He has suggested that at
jeast 50V of such grants be specifically used in the
_repair of the tenantry roads. I presume that ‘ghe
honourable member means 350% of the in-
creased grants. I antieipate that we shall have to
discuss this matter, and I therefore beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the
House go into Committee on this Address.

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 beg to second that.

Dr. WILSON: I beg to support the J{aotion
for the passing of this Address. I would l_lke to
say that insofar as the parish of St. Johm is con-
cerned, I have seen many roads that need extensive
repairs in some cases and rebuilding in others. That
is not to mention those improvised tenautry roads in
Sherbourne, Welch Village, Henley, Sealy Hall and
Newcastle Hill, all of which are in a deplor-
able condition. The -grant made by the Govern-
ment is totally inadequate if these roads are
to be dome thoroughly. Wken you consider
the number of roads which need to bz repaired
and to vebuilt, and further when you con-
sider the fact that it requires £250 to build one-eighth
of a mile of road accordine to the Government’s
standard, honourable members will agree with me that
a substantial increase in the amount of the grant is
absolutely necessary. That i3 my desire, and T shall
be grateful if this Address is passed. (Cheers).

“Mr. TALMA: Before the question is put, I
should like to compliment the honourable junior
member for St. George on having made his maiden
specch, and for having brought before the House one
of the greatest grievances suffered by the people of
+this island. Therc are some tenantry roads which
have been nntouched for the last ten or fifteen years.
When you bear in mind the type of individuals whom
we have as Highway Inspectors and the policy
sdopted by the Highway Commissioners, you wonder
.that there is a parish at all, We all know that the
tioney granted to the Commissioners Is not suffi-;
cient to be spent in repairing the roads cach wvear
or every five years, I quite agree with the sugges-

* ‘tion ef the honourable junior member for St. George |
that an engineer should be appointed to give advies l

in respect of the roads which need repairs. T think
that that suggestion should go a long way.

Ar. GARNER: I am very glad that there are
other honourable members of this House who ean see
as I have seen for a very long time. When we
conle to the guesticn of roads, I have always been
ingisting that the Governnient should send down a
special grant to the parishes so that the Highway
Commissioners can pay attention to the roads of
sufferance s I call them. I am fearful that when
we use the term ‘‘tenantry roads”, that might
include roads in the plantation tenantries. I have
no idea of considering roads in the plantation
tenantries at all. I feel that there is the neces-
sity for an amendment to this Address, because I
have always spoken of roads of sufferance and that
term is so general that it may include roads which
I have not got in mind. I am supporting this
Address this aftcrnoon because I feel that there
is a crying need for what has been asked in the
Address. Throughout the length and breadth of this
islany you will find in the villages, roads whieh
are almost impossible. In some ecases the doctors
refuse to go into these villages when they are
called to attend to the poor people at night, I
think that it is incumbent on the Government to
see that some of the money which is granted to the
Highway Commissioners is earmarked for the speeific
purpose of repairing the roads of sufferance. 1 also
think that it is advisable to appoint an engineer who
would give adviece where the repairs of roads are
concerned. In my opinion, a lot of money is wasted
in repairing the roads because some of the Highwar
Inspectors do mot know their job sufficiently well.
They have not got any technical experience, and that
has been asked for in this Address. I think that
if an engineer such as has been suggested in the
Address were appointed to assist in the repair
of roads in the wvarious parishes, the ~mohey
would bo well spent. With regard to the
question of centralization, I have been reliably
informed that in St. Philip, the parish which
I have the honour to represent, we have been
able to construet good roads at a far smaller
cost than in the casz of the former Central Road
Board. When you have the men and the materials
on the spot, it is certainly cheaper for the outlying
parishes to do some of the work than to have céu-
tralization. It is imperative that a certain sum ol
money be given to the Highway Commissioners so
that they can repair the roads in common as they
might also be called. I feel that there are many
Highway Commissioners in this island who do not
interpret the law as it should be interpretel. Her»
acain, I quote from St. Philip; one of the Highway
Commissioners up there sayg that they eould not use
any of the money granted to them in repairing the

_roads of sufferance. It wag pointed out to him that

unde® Section 20 of the Highways Aect. they could
use some of that money in repairing these
roads. T say that the Act is clear and some
of that money should be earmarked to b~ expended
on some of these roads. I hope that it will not be
too long before some of these roads are repaired. 1T
am sure that the Government, constituted as it is
vow, will .give every assistance in this matter if they
are asked to do so. I feel that the time has come
when this matter must be dealt with,

Mr. GALE: T am not opposing the passing of
this Address. I feel that when the Government is
dealing with the tenantry roads, the matter should
not be dealt with in any piece-meal way. We need
to make a survey of all the roads which are to be
repaired. There are many roads in the various par-
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ishes which need to be repaired. I speak as onc
who has been a Highway Commissioner of the
parish of St. Michael for some time. We handed
over certain roads to the former Central Road Board
and they repaired them. Since the new Department
hag been created we handed over certain other roads,
but they have informed us that these roads cannot be
taken over. If that law is stil' in existence, it will
be argued that they cannot take over any of these
so-called village roads. Before the Government does
anything in this matter, I think that a survey should
be made of all the roads in the island which need
to be repaired or rebuilt. After the survey has been
made, an cstimate as to the cost of putting these
tenantry roads or village roads in order over a
period of years could be obtained, and the Govern-
ment would be able to provide the money to be
spent either by the Central Authority or by the
parishes for doing this work. I believe that that is
the only way in which we will be able to get these
roads put in order. If we give the money to the
Highway Commissioners, we may find that the money
which has been given to them is inadequate for the
purpose of repairing the roads. I think, however,
that we should give the Highway Commissioners an
increased grant and in respect of the village roads,
T think that a proper survey should be made of the
roads in the island in order to ascertain the number
ci roads that need to be put in proper order. Omn
the other hand, a separate Resolution could be sent
down for the expenditure on roads over a period of
five or six years.

Mr. ADAMS: I am speaking for two reasons
one is that I am not voting for this address, because
I see some snags in it, and then I think that therc
should be some alteration in the Rules of the House
affecting the memberg of the Government. We are
now being asked to vote for this Address, and when
we come to consider it in Executive Committee, ,tﬁéi‘g
might be other circumstances which might weigh
with us. I am going to move the suspension of Rule
144 which says that every member present in the
Iouse when the question is put will be required to
vote. I do not think that members of the Executive
Committee should be asked to vote for an Address
which we may later have to consider. We might
contradict ourselves or hold a different opinion in
Executive Committee. Apart from that, I cannot vote
for this Address as it stands. Honourable members
must know the history of this question of repairing
tenantry roads; they must remember that Sir Frank
Stockdale had offered us money long ago when the
Highway Commissioners were unable to repair these
roads. The difficulty experienced by doctorg in
getting to the people was brought up and Sir
Irrank Stockdale thought that he would give assist-
ance out of Colonial Development and Welfare funds.
Honourable members remember that a Coummmittee
under the Chairmanship of Mr. D. G. Leacock was
appointed to deal with the matter, and the Highway
Commissioners sent in a list of the roads which they
thought should be repaired. (A MEMBER.) Nothing
was done). The question of making a survey of
the roads was raised by the Colonial Development
and Welfare people. It was said :that a survey
would have to be made of the roads before it could

be known how much money would have to be ex-

pended. All of that is under consideration, and for
that reason I cannot vote for this Address. As a
matter of principle, even if I were not a member
of the Executive Committee, T would not vote for
the Address phrased ag it is—an address

which

specifically sets out that 50% of any grant must be
allotted to the tenantry roads. In some parishes you
do not need 50% of the grant, and in others you
need more than that. The Address, phrased as it
‘s, does not make any semse. I would like to say
that the Government has to consider carefully if:
they will spend a huge sum of money, comparatively
speaking, on other people’s properties unless the
roads are going to be handed over as public roads.
Can we spend £40,000 or £50,000 on roads and then
have people saying that you dare not enter them?
Clan the Government spend money on thege tenantry
roads unless the owners of the several tenantries
are willing to give them over to the public? All that
has to be considered. I suggest to the honourable
junior member for St. George that he should. word
this Address in the broadest possible way, pointing
out that the grants to the respective parishes should
be increased and drawing attention to the necessity
for dealing quickly with the tenantry roads. We
all know that there is a ten-year plan under con-
sideration, and money is forthcoming for it. We all
know that the Secretary of State for the Colonies
has got to say whether he approves of the plan or
not. All that is under consideration. The honour-
able junior member for St. James knows how difficult
it has been for us to get an Assistant Engineer for
the Department of Highways and Transport. This
matter of appointing an engineer to assist in the
parishes has been contemplated both by this Govern-
ment and by previous Governments. I congratulate
the honourable junior member for St. George for
having brought forward the matter, but I wish te
point out that the Government is well aware of it.

For the reasons which 1 have given, I suggest that -

this Address be worded in a general way, pointing
out that.speed is necessary. At this stage, if I am
in order, I would ask leave to move for the suspen-
sion of Rule 144.

" Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that it ig right
for the House to suspend a Rule unless it is for
something of greater importance. It ig all right to
suspend a Rule so as to deal with Government Busi-
ness. I am not dictating to the House, but if hon-
ourable members do not wish to vote they can always
{cave the House. _

Mr. ADAMS: They might not want to do that;
they might consider it more dignified to remain in
the House. However, Lhope that honourable mem-
bers will see the necessity for leaving when the time
comes.

Mr, LEWIS: I am well aware that there are
in this island, some valuable roads which are in need
of repairs. I have been hearing for a very long
time that water and roads are needed in thig island.
[ should like to ask the honourable junior member
for St. George if this Address is not an admission
that the Highway Commissioners of the various par-
ishes are unable to repair their rcads both from the
point of view of the money and also of the technical
engineer. If that is a fact, their plain duty to the
reople 1s to hand over the roads to the Central
(Government. That is as clear to me as a pikestaff.
The honourable senior member for St. Joseph -has
drawn attention to the proposed Colonial Develop-
rment and Welfare plan. The honourable member
might easily have said that the matter has been dis-
cuseed for several afternoons in this House during
the lagt Session, that a survey hag been requested
by the various Highway Commissioners in respect
of roads some of which could be abandoned. If you
appoint an engineer to assist in the repairs of roads
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in the various parishes, how will you know when
the money granted by the Government ends and
that of the parish begins? The engineer has
to dictate to the Commissioners as to how the money
15 to be spent, and some of these Commissioners
might disregard the technical adviee. That is not
unheard of on the part of the Highway Commission-
ers. I do not think that we should repair these
roads, let people have the benefit of them and then
charge more rent for the housespots. I do not think
that we should supply water and good roads in the
tenantries and allow the people who build the houses
to get the benefit by way of increased rent. This
1 a serious matter. [ do not know that the engineer
of the Highways Department can dictate to the High-
way Commissioners as to how they will spend the
grant from the Central Government or any other
grant. The Commissioners might not agree with the
teehnical adviee as to the construction of a modern
road and it looks to mie as if some of the power of
these Commissioners is political power. I think that
the roads which need to be repaired should be taken
over, a few of them should be abandoned and the
people put in a more respectable locality. I cannot
vote for this Address, coming as it does after assist-
ance has been asked from the Colonial Development
and Welfare Department, although T would like to see
the roads put in proper repair for the unse of the
people. We already have a survey as to what is to
be done and I understand that there is some legal
technicality in connection with repairing roads be-
fore they are handed over to the public. I would
Iike the honourable junior member for St. George
to know that I cannot support thiy Address for the
reasons which I have given. If in the course of the
honourable member’s reply he can convince me that
I should vote for the Address, I will do so; but it
looks to me as if the Highway Commissioners are
holding on to some power in having people whom
they cannot pay. They do not see that the legal
thing to do is to hand over the roads. Let the roads
be properly repaired by the Central Government and
lot us see that we have good value for our money.
Mr, RAMSAY: I am in sympathy with the
honourable junior member for St. George. I com-
pliment him on the eloquent manner in which he has
put his ease. 1 want to say that we have been given
crants by the Government in connection with the
upkeep of the roads, but we are heading towards
centralization. I notice that when the people in St
Michael found that they had too much trouble in
ponnection with the roads, they handed them over
ro the Central Government. The people of St. Laucy
did likewise and with the people of St. Andrew if
was a question of Hobson’s choice—they could not
help giving them over. If T am to be iné{uqed to
vote for this Address, the Highway Commissioners
must hand over the roads. They must do the neces-
sary thing:; they ¢annot have it in half-a-dozen
ways. I am not coing into the legal aspect of the
matter; some of the tenantrieg are private while
others have been sold out. I remember that at the
8t. Michael Vestry nominations yesterday there was
a discussion over the diffieulty of repairing roads
because some people will not give up their land. I
think that the honourable junior member for St.
(Gteorge will bear with us in not voting for this
Address because he cannot require all the people in
the parishes to take the Government’s money. We
all know what happened in Christ Church (Laughter)
and T would advise the Commissioners of the various
parishes to hand over the roads to the Central Gov-

ernment and they will be adequately looked after. I
am not saying this because I am not a member of
the Vestry of an outlying parish. I would advise
the honourable junior member for St. George to with-
draw this Address; I am sorry, but I cannot vote
for it.

The question that Mr. SpEakEr do now leave
the Chair and the House go into Committee on the
Address was put and resolved in the affirmative with-
cut division,

Mr. SPEARER left the Chair, and the House went
into Committee on the Address, Mr. Ramsay being
in the Chair.

Mr. DOWDING :
are s0 many honourable members who are not voting
for this Address. All that is being asked for in this
Address is that the poor people should be helped—
the sick and the dying people who cannot get any
transport at all. It amazes me that this Address
should have met with so much opposition and quib-

ling from the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph. When a person like the honourable member,
who hag cxperience, speaks about roads not being

Tt amazes me to see that therg’
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taken over on account of the ownership of those.

roads, I would like to say that it is well known that
the Highway Commissioners have, on many occasions,
been approached by owners of roads who have sent

in petitions; and as long ag their petitions have been

oranted, the Commissioners have taken over the
roads. This Address is asking that the grants to
the Highway Commissioners be jnereased so that they
can be assisted in repairing the roads in the various
parishes. It is also asking that a certain percentage
of the grants be used in the repair of the tenantry
roads to which insufficient consideration has been
given in the past. A mile of road here and there
has been taken over, but there are many roads to
which no consideration has been given. I recently
witnessed a narrow escape from death by the driver
of a lorry on one of these roads, due entirely to the
condition of the road. There has been quite a lot
of talk about centralization, but owing to the length
of time before centralization can come about, some-
thing will have to be done in the interim. Let the
Highway Commissioners have inereased grants, and
let them carry on their work. Do not let us quibble
over the matter, (Cheers).

Mr. WILKINSON: I do mnot think that the
Lionourable junior member for St. George means that
one-half of the grants should be spent on the
tenantry roads. I think that the honourable mem-
ber means one-half of the inereased grants. I respect-
Tally suggest that the Address be amended to read
as follows :—

““The House respectfully suggest to Your Excel-
leney that the grants to the respective parishes be
increased considerably and that at least 509 of such
inereamd grant be used in the repair of tenantry
roads under the supervision of the Engineer of the
staff of the Department of Highways and Transport.”’

I believe that that will give effect to what the
honourable member is really suggesting.

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 am supporting this Address,
I have had at least five years’ experience as a High-
way Commissioner of the parish of St. Michael, and
in reply to all this talk about centralization I should
like to say that

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Before the honourable mem-
ber continues his speech, I should like to know
whether the honourable junior member for St.
George is accepting the amendment which has been
moved by the honourable jumior member for St.
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James. If the honourable member is aceepting the
amendment, the proper time for doing that is now.

Mr, DOWDING: 1 accept that amendment.

Mr. MOTTLEY : I am supporting this Address
and I will move a further amendment. 1 was saying,
Mr. Chairman, that my experience as a Highway
Commissioner of St, Michael bag taught me that
when you consider certain Seetions of the Highways
Act relative to tenantry roads other thap privately-
owned tenantry roads, it is rather difficult to get
anything done at all. Petitions have been sent to
the Highway Commisisoners of St. Michael request-
ing that certain roads be taken over. It is now held
that unless the roads are in a good state of repair—
if I understand the legal opinion given to the De-
partment of Highways and Trapsport—they cannot
be taken over. As far as I am concerned, I feel
that that, like of some of what we have heard to-day,
is just splitting hairs. How can you expect people
living in tenantries to talk about putting the roads
i a good state of repair before they are taken over?
It is only when these roads are in charge of the
various Highway Commissioners and enough atten-
tion is paid to them that they are pat in g good
state of repair. What seems to be confusing hon.
members is the question of privately-owned tenan-
tries or plantation tenantries and I suggest that
the words ‘‘other than privately-owned tenantry
roads’’ be added at the end of the Address. What
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph has
said is partly correct. If we merely mention ‘‘ten-
antry roads’’ that is a very elastic term. Although
it is true that there is the necessity for making
a comprehensive survey of the roads, it seems to
me that with the legal position as it is now, if we
refuse to support this Address that would be tanta-
mount to saying that until the law is changed we
will do nothing to assist the local authorities in
repairing the roads. If the honourable junior
member for St. George will agree with the amend-
ment which I have proposed, that will clarify the
situation; it will be made clear that this money
will not be spent on privately-owned tenantry roads.
Honourable members will see the advisability of
supporting an Address of this sort. I feel that an
Address of this nature should be passed; it is
definitely necessary although we have had g survey
taken of the village roads, or roads in common or
abandoned public roads throughout the island. 1
know what I am speaking about and T am hoping
that these tenantry roads should be separate and
distinet from privately-owned tenantry roads. That
was requested by the Committes which sat under
the chairmanship of Mr. Leacock ; the statisties given
in respect of these roads were to be separate and
distinct. Therefore, in dealing with an Address of
this nature, we are dealing with roads other than
privately-owned tenantry roads.

Mr. COX: T am in sympathy with this Addeess,
but I cannot promise the honourable member to
vote for it as it stands. T am in favour of the
amendment proposed by the honourable senior mem-
ber ifor the City, because if we were to pass this
Address as it stands, the Government might be
compelled to repair roads which are probably owned
by the honourabls senior member for St. George,
the honourable junior member for St. Jamesg or any-
body else. We have to stipulate the type of tenan-

try roads that we want to repair. "We want to repair™

roads which :are owned by people of slender means,
znd I say that we must define the tvpe of roads
which we want to repair. T cannot support the
proposal that at least 50% of the grants must be
spent in the repair of these tenantry voads. I do
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not think that it is wise to make such a demand
an the Government; I do not think that we should
tell the Government what part of the grant should
Le spent on the tenantry roads. I think that we
should suggest that a considerable portion of the
grant should be spent on the roads because it might
be necessary to spend 75%, 80% or ouly 40% of
the grant on them. I have travelled all over the
parish of St. Michael, and we @l] know that the
tenantry roads are almost impassable in many cases.
I am sure that people experience difficulty in getting
doetors to visit them in eases of illness. In some of
the districts the people will go down to their knees
in mud. I remember that someons died in Utility
Village some time ago, and the only way they eould
get out that person was by bringing the matter to
the knowledge of the manager or owner of Hanson
plantation. Do honourable members know that that
gentleman told the people that if they wanted the
dead person to be brought through his yard they
would, have to pay $100? That is the state of affairs
which exists among a large number of people in the
parish of St. Michael. T will say that it is the fault of
the authorities who collect taxes from the poor people
to supply them with roads and Fire Brigade as-
sistance. As the position is at present, if a fire
t'ﬁ:kes place in any of these districts, the whole
distriect will be destroyed and yet the people ar:
paying Fire Brigade taxes! Money has been allotted
by the Colonial Development and Welfare Depart-
ment for the repair of these roads, but it
will be long before that comes to pass and
Y think that some of these roads which are in
a very bad state of repair should be looked after -
at the present time. The question of roads being
privately owned can be easily dealt with under
Section 31 of the Highways Act. Under this section,
if you want the Government to repair these roads,
you acquaint the Governor-in-Executive Committee
and three months after the roads have heen given
over, they can embark upon the scheme of repairing
these roads. You do not have any claim to the roads
as long as you have given them over to the Govern-
ment. T am hoping that the Government wil] realise
what the position is so far as the roads are con-
cerned, and what is more, the standpipes are too
far from the people’s homes. I am hoping that
something will be done as speedily as possible in
order to relieve the present situation, I heg to
move that this Address be further amended by the
deletion of the words and figures ‘‘at least 50%’’
and the substitution of the words “a considerable
portion’’ in place thereof.
Dr. CUMMINS: T beg to second that.

Mr. TALMA: It has been very surprising to
me to see that ap Address of this nature has met
with so much oppositign. I have always been clam-
ouring for better tenantry roads. We have been
told by the honourable senior member for St. Joseph
that the matter is under consideration. We do not
want to hear that £60,000 is lying there; it might
never be spent. Morning after morning and night
after night honourable members are bombarded by
those whom they represent in connection with these
tenantry roads. We want to try and do something
constructive—something whereby actual benefit will
be derived. The honourable junior member for St.
George is forcing the issue; he is bringing forwax:d
one of the major grievances of the people of this
island as g whole. He is trying to get some assistance
in the repair of the temantry roads, and we have
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph side-
tracking us with a lot of fanciful and fietitious




things which do not exist and meap nothing to me!
That is the position as I see it. I cannoct go on with
coalition such as this; in faet, this is not a question
of coalition; this a question of poor people living
under bad conditions. (Cheers). Although the
honourable senior member for the City has moved a
very good amendrent to this Address, I do not think
that he has gone far emough. T have not got the
brains of the legal luminaries, but I will move an
amendment which the average layman can under-
stand. ‘I beg to move that the words ‘‘other than
tenantry roads owned and/or rented out by omne in-
dividual and/or company’’ be added in the Address.
That means that if one-half of a road belongg to
a company and the other half is owned otherwise,
it stands to reason that this money can be spent
on roads such as that. Honourable members will
appreciate the nature of this Address and the in-
tention of the honourable Introducer of it, whick,
I take it, should be the intention of a Coalition Labour
Government. I am sorry that the Address has not
gone far enough as far as I am concerned, because
there are several tenantries which are inudndated
when it rains. Although I cannot elaborate on this
Address, I am saying that it has my whole-hearted
support and that of the Labour Members of this
House, and more especially the Conservatives.

Mr. MAPP: I beg to support this Address
wholeheartedly. I happen te kuow that some of
the roads in this island, more especially the tenantry
roads, are in a rotten condition. However, I <o no!
see the value of using the words ‘‘privately-owned
tenantry roads.”” I sheuld like to say that I do not
see why, in this island of 166 square miles, we should
have twelve different authovities supervising and
carrying on the maintenance and repair of the roads.
I think that there should be cenfralization in respect
of the roads of the island: Some honourable members
bave already spoken in favour of centralization;
some have opposed it, but I am in favour of cen-
tralization in respect of the roads. The authorities
have been very parsimomious in their expenditurc
cn certain social amenities, and they want to be
parsimonious in their expenditure not only hecause
they do not want to change the system of rating,
but also because of certain vested interests ruling
in the Vestries. The honourable senior membeyr for
Christ Church should not lose sight of the position;
he 1s speaking as if somebody is opposed to the idea
of this Address. What is being suzgested is that
if money is required to assist in the repair of the
roads, the matter is not being dealt with in the
right way. I feel that we should .go about this
matter in the right way, otherwise the Government
might be throwing away money. While I am in
favour of the Address, I take the opportunity of
saying that the Vestry syvstem certainly necds to be
altered.

Mr. ADAMS: While I congratulate the honour-
able junior member for St. George on having made
his maiden speech, nobody can congratulate him on
Lis seeond speech. The honourable member should
know that the Government is more than in favour
of thig matter of the repair of roads. They are
working on the matter. The honourable member of
all people should know that a few weeks ago the
Colonial Secretary sent to the various parishes and
asked the Highway Commissionerg to come in and
put their case before him for an increased grant.
Of course the honourable senior member for Christ
Chureh will learn to make a sober utterance one day,
The Commissioners of Highways know that the Gov-
crnment is not opposed to the idea. The Commis-

sioners of St. Joseph did not attend but they sent
in a letter, and other parishes sent in and specified
the roads in respect of which they wanted an in-
creased grant. Nobody can say that the Govern-
ment will not give an increased grant as soon as a
case has been made out. What I pointed out to the
honourable member——the argument should not have
to be repeated-—ig the absurdity of laying it down
that 30% of the increased grant should be spent
in the repair of the tenantry roads when, in the case
of some parishes, as much as 75% might be needed
and in others only 109%. Why should the honour-
able member accuse me of quibbling at this time
of my life? Can the honourable member reasonably
aceuse me of quibbling? I say that the Address
should have been more sensibly worded. The late
Mr. Walter Reece onee said of an Address then be-
fore the House that the King would not understand
that sort of English. Honourable members can sce
that we cannot repair roads unless everybody ean use
them and nobody sheuld be able to prevent any road
from being repaired. I suggest to the honourable
junior member for St. George that he should nrge the
Government to speed up the matter, and not have
an Address like this passed. The Government is
actively engaged in the matter, and under the ten-

 year cevelopment plan there is a certain amount of

money allocated for expenditure on the tenantry
roads and a survey has already been made. I sug-
oest to the honourable member to urge upon the
Glovernment the necessity for hurrying up what they
are doing, but not to have passed an Address in
which there arc snags. 1 suggest that the words
“privately-owned’’ in respect of the tenantry roads -
be left out of the Address, and that some mneutral
word like ‘‘village” be used. I assure the honour-
able junior member for St. George that far from not
getting my support, he is getting it now. I have
pointed out what is being done to relieve the High-
way Commissioners, and there is thig added fact
that funds from the Colonial Development and Wel-
fare Department are specifically allocated for the
repair of the roads. T will not copy the mistake of
previous speakers and get warm. I assure honour-
able members that the CGlovernment is working oa
this matter. I do not want to be offensive, and I
am not suugesting that the last General Election had
anything to do with the matter. I say finally that
it is of no use to allocate money for repairing a road
which ought to be abandoned.  The survey has
showed that some of the roads should be abandoned.
I repeat that the hands of the Government should
be foreed ag much as possible, but do not let honour-
able menibers go into any details as to set out that

| 50% of the grants should be spent on the roads. 1

sugeest that the words ‘‘tenantry roads” or village
roads’’ will be sufficient indication of what roads we
bave in mind.

Mr, DOWDING: The honourable senjor mem-
per for St. Joseph hag given us the idea that the
Highway Commissioners can go in and tell the Gov-.
crnment what they "want and they will get an in-
creased grant should the case go through. I can
assure honourable members that the Highway Com-
missioners of St. George have asked for a grant with-
in the past few weeks and were told that they would
be informed

Mr, ADAMS: Told by whom?

Mr. DOWDING: By the Colonial Secretary. I
do not see that there should be any opposition te
the proposal to use 50%of the grant in the repair
of the tenantry roads. As regards the question of
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roads which are privately owned, I think that the
matter can be left in the hands of the Highway Com-
missioners. Petitions can be sent in and the roads
can be taken over and repaired. I do not think that
there can be any argument on that point. With
regard to the Engineer, he would be put in an ad-
visory capacity and when the roads are taken over,
it will be his job to see that they are properly re-
ypaired, or that they are carded in cae they nced
10 bg discarded.

Mr. GARNER: I beg to sceond the motion of
the honourable senior member for Christ Church.
1 am not withdrawing anything that I have previous-
ly said in this House on the question of tenantry
roads. These tenantry or village roads are in a
deplorable condition, and some of them are impass-
able. (Mr. Apams We all admit that). I have been
fichting both in the Vestry and in the House for
the repair of these tenantry roads. Some of those
honourable members who are now members of the
Government were asking for the same thing whea
tney were not members of the Government, and I
do not see why they should not make haste in the
matter. The Highway Commissioners cannot take
over roads until petitions have been sent in to them.
This is a very urgent matter; it is not a matter with
which vou can play polities. 1 feel that it is the
duty of the Government to give the people proper
roads. Not very long ago I voted for the pries af
rice being fixed at six cents per pint and now 1 am
ssking for the repair of the roads. I do not under-
stand this ten year plan; I am not waiting on this
plan because T do not know when it wi'l come about.
The roads are in nced of repair; it is time that
they be repaired. The. Government is side- tracking
us and telling us that"they; cannot be done. I cannot
stand for that; I want good roads for the people
now. When you pass through the parishes you will
find that the roads leading to certain places are qultc
in order, but in the tenantries you get the springs
of your car broken, I cannot go back on what 1
have already said. I am quite willing to support this
Address and T am appealing to the Leader of the
House to agree with us because he has also been
clamouring for good roads in the tenantries.

Mr. ADAMS: If the Highway Commissioners
of St. Philip were as energetic over increased grants
as others, they too would have sent in to the
Government,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Two amendments have been
proposed to this Address, one by the honourable
senior member for St. Michael and the other by

the honourable senior member for Christ Church. |
will put the latter amendment first. The question
is that the words ‘‘other than tenantry roads owned
and/or rented out by one individual and/or com-
pany” be added in the Address. Honourable mem-
bers in favour of that will please say ‘‘Aye”, those
roainst will please say ‘“No.” I think the ‘‘ Ayes”
have it. -

The question that the words and figures ‘‘at
least 50%’’ stard part of the Address was put and
resolved in the affirmative,

A division was taken as follows:—

Ayes: Dr. WiLson, Messrs, SMiTH, GARNER,
Taruma, MorrLEY, Dowping, S. A. Warcorr and
WILKINSON—S,

Noes: Messrs.
Mr. SPEAKER—4,

The question that the Address as amended do
now pass was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

The Address as amended was passed.

On the motion of Mr. Dowping, seconded by
Mr, WiLkiNsON, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing
cf the Address in Committee.

The House resumed.

On the motion of Mr. Dowbping, seconded by
Mr. Tanma, the Address ag reported from the Com-
mittee was passed,

Mr. SpEAKER informed the House that His Ex-
cellency the Acting Governor had intimated his in-
tention of receiving them at 2 p.m, on Tuesday next
in order that they might present their Reply to his
Speech.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will ask the honourable
junior member for St. George to present the Address.

Mr. DOWDING: As Your Honour pleases.

Marp, Cox, Dr. Cumuming and

THE ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper having been fixed,

Mr. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that this House
do now adjourn to this day week, the 14th day of
January, 1947, at twelve o’clock noon.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

The question that this House do now adjourn
te this day week, the 14th day of January, 1947, at
twelve o’clock noon, was put and resolved in the
offirmative without division.

The House was accordingly adjourned to meet
on Tuesday next, the 14th day of January, 1947, at
wwelve o’clock mnoon,




