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THE

House of Assembly

Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT).

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 1st July, 1947.
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem-
bly met at 12 o’clock, noon, to-day.

Present :

His Honour Mr. G. B. EvELYN (Speaker), Mr.
d. T. C. Ramsay (Chairman of Committees),
Dr. J. A, LE V. WmLsoN, Messrs, M. E. Cox, D. A.
FosteR, R. G. Marp, H. W. SpriNgER, M.A. G. H.
Apams, B.A., H. D. Buackman, D, D. GarNEr, E. D.
MorTLEY, J. A. HAYNES, B.A,, V. . GALE, 8, A, WaL-
©¢oTT, and E. L. WARD,

PRAYERS AND MINUTES.

Prayers are read and the Minutes of the meet-

"ing which was held on the 24th June, 1947, having

been circulated are taken as read and confirmed,

MESSAGES FROM THE LEGISLATIVE
‘ COUNCIL

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform
the House that T have received from the Honour-
able the Legislative Council two Messages (1) return-
ing the Bill intituled an Aet to amend the Educatmsn
(Amendment) Act, 1943 (1943-3) with amendments
and (2) returning the Bill intituled an Act to es-
t‘a]blish a Department of Medical Services for this
Tsland with amendments.

PAPERS LAID

Mr ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—I have the honour
to lay on the Table of the House the following
Papers :—

Statement of advances to the Colonia' Postmaster
fgz ’;che payment of Money Orders to the 31st of May,

Report by Dr. C. Y. Shephard, Ph.D., B.Sc.

" {Econ.) on the Sugar Industry of Barbados.

NOTICES.

Government Notices are given as follows:—
Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum of

'£5,000 at the disposal of the (Gevernor-in-Executive

Committee for the purpose of making a loan to the
Barbados Cricket Association (Inc.), towards the
rebuilding of the pavilions at Kensington Oval.

SESSION 1946—1948

——

—
e e e '

Mr, BLACKMAN (On behalf of Mr. Crawford) :

Resolution to place the sum of £3,000 at the disposal ¥

of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to meet the
cost of a survey in connection with the construction
of a deep water harbour,

Mr. BLACKMAN: Resclution to place the sum
of £477 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee for services required at the Rum Bond
in the Public Market.

Mr. SMITH enters the House and takes his seat.

Mr. SPRINGER: Resolution to approve the
the Regulations made by the Governor-in-Executive
Committee under section 5 of the Fishing Industry
Control Act, 1947 (1947-4).

Mr. BLACKMAN: Resolution to provide that
from the 15th July, 1947, the airmail postage on
postcards, not exceeding the maximum size of 6” x4”,
addressed to any destination set out in Column one
of the Schedule hereto shall be at the rate set out
immediately opposite such destination in Column
two thereof.

Mr. BLACKMAN: Resolution to provide that
from the 15th July, 1947, the postage on the special
air letter forms provided for that purpose addressed
to any destination set out in Column one of the
Schedule hereto shall be at the rate set out immedi-
ately opposite such destination in Column two there-
of.

Mr. ADAMS: Bill to settle the rates of income
tax for the year 1947 and to make provisions for cer-
tain other matters in connection with the levying
of the said tax.

Mr. F. L. WaLcoTT enters the House and takes
hig seat. )

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the
House into Committee of Supply at its next meet-
ing to consider the money Resolutions of which
notice has just been given,

Mr. COX pgives notices of the following
Address :—
The House of Assembly
: To

His Excellency the Governor

In view of the grave dissatisfaction existing
amongst the ratepayers of the Parish of St. Michael
caused by the substantial increase in the rates for
this year as a result of the over-expenditure by last
vear’s Vestry, the House of Assembl_v_respectfull_v
request Your Excellency to take immediate steps to
et up a Commission of encguirv to vrobe into the
aforesaid over-expenditure and to consider and muke
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recommendationg concerning the method of adminis-
tering the finance of the Vestry and cther Parvemas
Boards. ,

Messrs, WILKINSON and BRANCKER enter the
House and take their seats.

QUESTIONS.

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the senior

member of the Executive Committee present at the
. next meeting of this House:—

‘Whether Government is aware of the absence of
any modern sanitary conveniences available to per-
sons summoned to attend the various Courts in this
Island$ :

2. Whether Government without unnecessary
Jdelay will take adequate steps to remedy this incon-
venience ¢

Mr. MOTTLEY : To enquire of the sénior men-
ber of the Executive Committee present at the next
meeting of the House of Assembly:—

1. Have any of the Government Pensioners for
whom a Cost of Living Bonus was asked for by the
House of Assembly a couple of months ago died
since the Address on their hehalf passed the House?

2. Will the Government take the necessary steps
to ensure that Legislation to provide relief for the
Government Pensioners be brought before the House
of Assembly for its consideration without delay?

Messrs. LEwis and Crawrorp enter the House
and take their seats, -

BILL READ A FIRST TIME.

On the motion of Mr. Apawms, seconded by Mr.
SPRINGER, a Bill to settle the rates of income tax
for the year 1947 and to make provision for certain
other matters in connection with the levying of the
said tax is rcad a first time.

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 AND 89.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—] ask leave to
move the suspension of Rules 88 and 89 to enable
the House to deal with Order No. 2 as the first Order
of the Day.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber ig granted leave to proceed.

Mr. ADAMS: T beg to mave that Rules 88 and
89 be suspended in order that the House myv take
Order No. 2 as the first Order of the Day.

Mr. SPRINGER: 1 beg to second that.

The question that Rules 88 and 89 be suspended
is put and resolved in the affirmative without divis-
on. ;

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Order No, 2
be taken ag the first Order of the Day.

Mr. RAMSAY: I beg to second that.

The question that Order No. 2 be taken as the
first Order of the Day is put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order is to resume
Committee of Supply to consider the grant of sums
of money for the service of the Government.

Mr. SpEARER leaves the Chair and the House
resumes Committee of Supply, Mr, Ramsay being in
the Chair.

SUBSIDIZATION OF CERTAIN COMMODITIES

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,—TI propose to
deal with Resolution No. 2 for the sum of £56,034 +o
be placed at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee (A) to supplement resolution No. 48 of
the 30th April, 1947, by £815 to meet the cost of

subsidizing the commodities mentioned in the Sehet-
ule to that resolution and (B) to provide for the
subsidization of flour, salt fish and salt pork from
the 1st July to the 30th September, 1947, at a cost
of £55,219, in order that the prices of these com-
wowties may be stabilized at such prices as may oe
uxed by the Competent Authority, There have
peen crculated among honourable members fig-
ures similar to those whick were circulated
m April and, before that, in January as to
che 1mplications of this resolution and there is
not mueh I can say except to remind honourable
members of the decision of the Government on the
30th April, 1947, when we passed Resolution No, 48
which was to provide £50,160 to subsidize the com-
modities mentioned in the schedule to that resolution.
There is a deficit of £815 and this Resolution seeks
;0 provide that sum of £815 to meet the cost of sub-
sidizing the commodities sei out in the schedule to
:he resolution of the 30th April this year. It is pro-
posed also to continue the subsidization of flour, sait
ish and salt pork from the 1st July to the 30th Sep-
tember at a cost of £55,219 in order that these com-
nodities may be stabilized at such prices as may be
ixed by the Competent Authority. Honourable
nembers have what I may call Statement B showing
10w the amount is arrived at. The estimated quan-
ities of flour to arrive is 83,200 half bags, The
>stimated subsidy per unit is $4.68 per half bag and!
he estimated amount is £81,120. Honourable mem-
ers have the figures for the other commodities—salt
ish and salt pork—which show a total of £110,458
or a period of six months. The Government’s pos-
tion is this. The House was assured three months
1go that the whole question of gubsidization would
e considered by the 30th June in connection with
he whole method—if I may use a general expression—
f running our finances as far as the cost of living
is concerned. The Government came to a decision to
lo that as speedily as possible but honourable mem-
yers are aware that it takes time, especially if the
Jovernment wants to avoid even the possibility of
jeeming to have interested persins employed in a
natter of so grave importance to the life of the
ommunity. Professor Beasley hag already started,
md honourable members have his interim report, with
1 fundamental beginning of the general fiscal survey
£ this colony. That is, so to speak, taking a long
riew of the situation; we have to await that funda-
nental financial investigation. But more than that.
olhe House will remember that the Government
rointed out that with the price of flour jumping about
't was difficult to say until later in the year what
he price of flour will be. The House agreed wilth.
he Government by passing the Resolution covering a
seriod of three months only. The cost of flour has
teadily risen and while it was hoped that as a result
»f the conference held in the United States, in refer-
mee to the West Indies some reltef would have
een obtained, there have been high prices still pre-
railing and it appears that as far as we are concerned
10 decision, at any rate, has been reached in the
matter. We are still hopeful that when the new
rop of spring wheat is harvested about next month
v September, prices will drop but the House is well

\ware—whether we are merchants or not—that it is

‘mpossible to forecast with anything like accuraey.
I know that within the last day or two there has been
a drop but that, we are assured, is absolutely no
indication that the price will not continue to be high
or will not go back up. T refreshed my memory this
morning by looking through all the telegrams that
have been received in connection with flour prices
from Avpril this vear and it is remarkable how these
prices fluctuated. The Canadian price has varied

—
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between $14.95 per Canadian 'bair<l—which is twe
nalf bags—to $134.10. We had a cable on one day
snowing that the price had dropped 15 cents and the
very next day, it inereased 35 cents, In one ins.ance
we had two quotations on the same day. When one
sees a drop of 15 cents in one day and an increase of

85 cents within 24 hours af.er, one can readily real-

ize that it is only guesswork as to what the price is
gomg to be until the next spring wheat crop is reaped
in another month or two. For those reasons, the
Government hag decided to come to the House Wlth
this Resolution for the subsidization of these goods
for only three months longer. It is unnecessary—
and I hope it will be unnecessary on the part of otner
honourable members tco—to rehash or even to refer
to ihe reason which we gave for not including rice
in the schedule. It is proposed, as honourable mem-
bers will see, to remove charcoal, condensed milk
and firewood from the schedule. Honourable mem-
bers will see from Statement A which has been cir-
culated among them, that the saving on those three
items is not considerable but the prices will be main-
tained, it is stated in the addendum, as far as possible
at their present level through the Equalization Fund.
There is nothing more I can usefully add at the
present stage. I am anxious to give honourable mem-
bers any further information that they may ask for
—if it is, of course, physically and humanly possible
to do so but as to why the Canadians should sell us
flour at x dollars per half-bag is a question to which
I cannot possibly reply. I would like now, Mr.
Chairman, to remind honourable members that this
is a matter of the greatest urgeney. There is a ship
at present in the harbour with flour; there is a ship
expected to-morrow with salt fish. The warehouses,
I am informed, are already overcrowdecd and handling
charges will have to be added if salt fish is taken from
alongside and has to be brought in and put in the
warehouses. That will certainly cause an increase
in the price of salt fish and, as a result, we shall have
to pay more by way of subsidization if the handling
charges are added. There is a further danger that
some of this salt fish will be dumped if we do not
pass this Resolution to-day. I say that, not by way
of a scare because I am sure that no honourable
member would willingly want to hold up the Resolu-
tion. I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr, Chairman,—Before you put
the question I would like to ask the senior membe,
for St. Joseph a question in connection with the
commodity, salt pork. I believe that these various
grades of salt pork have already been explained to
the House—I speak subjeet to correction—but I
would like to know whether all these grades are
bought by the poorer classes in this community.

Mr. ADAMS: According to my information,
“Yes.” Of course, the poorer classes generally buy
neck bones and neck ribs which are priced at 12
cents per lb. respectively and as far as can be judged
from the shopkeepers’ reports, they buy more stom-
achs, feet, ears, neck bones and neck ribs, than tails,
snouts and jowls.

Mr. LEWIS: T thank the honourable member
for the information. There is one remark that
strikes me in connection with the introduction of this
Resolution and it is the admission that the ware-
houseg are overcrowded. I accept that statement:
and am willing to agree to this Resolution but-I
should like the honourable meinber to understand
that it is definitely the feeling among people who,
T consider, should know something about the import-
ation of goods that if we do not subsidize these items,
the priees will automatically fall. The people cn
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tne other side have these goods to ship and they
want to ship them to the West Indies. 1f the prices
are going to jeopardize the acceptance of those goods,
they are going to adjust them to suit and I hope that
the Government, in extending the subsidization for
a further period, hag that in mind and is eonsidering
whether thig subsidization is serving the purpose for
which it is intended. I am willing, as I say, to
agree to thig Resolution because I have heard the
reasong for it; the Government is expecting an alter-
ation in the market, as far as supplies and prices are
concerned, after the period covered by this Resolu-
tion but I think that in the interim the Government
should make a statement to this House that it is
considering whether this subsidization is serving the
purpose for which it is intended. Some honourable
members will say that we are helping the poor but
I should like to say that taxes increase the cost of
living and if the people have to pay taxes to sub-
sidize these goods, they are merely paying for them
in another way and the money we have in the Treas-
ury should, I contend, be used for giving the people
some of the amenities that they have been doing
without for a long time.

Mr. Tanma enters the House and takes hig seat.

Mr. 8. A. WALCOTT: I consider that we have
to continue subsidization but I think that the case
I argued the last time when this matter was before
this House, namely, that flour is over-subsidized, has
been amply proved to-day. We have been told by
the senior member for St. Joseph that ihe ware-
houses are full to overtiowing with tour.

Mr. ADAMS: I said that I am informed ihat the
warehouses are overflowing. For all I know they
may be overflowing with beer, whisky or onions.

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I think it would be &
peculiar thing for them to be overflowing with
onions; it would take all the onions on the other side
to overflow our warehouses. 1 have gone about anc
seen a lot of flour and I think that this Government
should give a guarantee that more flour than is needed
will not be imported. I see here that the estimated
subsidy per unit is $4.68. Now, Sir, in May, it
was $4.02, then it went to $4.70 and it is now $4.68.
I do not think that the Government should allow
the subsidy on flour to get any higher .Do not mind
the handling charges in connection with salt fish;
if the price of salt fish goes up, we should be
satisfied to pay it but the Government should not
allow the subsidy per unit on flour to go any higher.
The whole world is suffering from a shortage of flour
and T would like to know why it is that Barbados has
an over-supply. It certainly looks to me as if we are
patronizing some kind of black market to get this
flour here. There has been a deficit of £815 owing
to the over-subsidization of flour and I certainly do
not think that the Government should allow the sub-
sidy on flour to go any higher. If we are to meet
another deficit at the end of the next three months,
T would be quite satisfied if it is in connection with
salt fish but not flour.

MR. GARNER: Mr. Chairman,—To-day I shall
he just as consistent as I was three months ago and
T am asking that rice be included in this schedule.
T am not going to deviate for one moment from that
stand which T took last time becaunse I think that every

! politician should be consistent if he is convineed that

what he is thinking is right. T feel that the inclusion
of rice is very necessary. We have thousands® and
thousands of people out of work who cannot get their
daily bread; there are no opportunities for them to
work and rice is their staple food; give them rice a-

cheaply as possible if we intend to subsidize at all.

We must have a concrete pohcy if we are going to
subsidize. Rlce is'the poor man’s staple food. There
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ig plenty unemployment and if the ordinary man in
the street can get a pint of rice to cook, his hunger
will be satisfied to a much greater extent than by any
other meal. I am going to move that rice be added to
this schedule to-day for more than one reason. When
you think of it, something is wrong somewhere, Not
s0 very long ago we gave the merchants a chance to
make a little money on sugar and what do we 1nd
to-day? We find that two big magnates are fleecing

the people because they are selling sugar which they |
had in their warehouses two or three months ago at |

to-day’s prices. I know what 1 am talking about.
These magnates are making plenty mouney and if you
want to do anything, put an excessive tax on them.
This Government must wake up and do something.
The cost of living is going up every minute and no-
body is thinking about how these poor men are going
to be helped. What are we going to do about it?
Every month we are making the rich get richer. Two
firms are making money out of this sugar question and
we are sitting idly by and doing nothing to check it.
I want to be consistent. I do not care whose corns
I am stepping on. The Government must find the
money to subsidize rice. There is plenty money in
this place. You only got to seek for it. Ordinary
commonsense tells you that if you make money you
have money and there is plenty money in this island.
If you are subsidizing,
hearted manner. I beg to move that rice be included
in this schedule to-day.

Mr. TALMA: I rise to second the motion of
the junior member for St. Philip and, Sir, although
I appreciate the scheme undertaken by government
in respect of subsidization yet I feel that locally
grown products—yams, potatoes, eddoes—which form
the subject of an Address of which I gave notice long
ago, should also be subsidized. I have been made to
understand that most of these products are unavail-
able to the hawker to-day. When I say ‘‘unavail-
able”” T do not mean that they cannot be obtained
but they are not sold to the hawkers at prices which
will enable them to make g little profit.

The CHAIRMAN: Does the honourable member
suggest that provisions are being sold at prices not
in accordance with the law?

Mr. TALMA : Not on that basis but at prices at
which the hawkers eannot buy them and make a profit.
T say that despite the fact that we are trying to feed
the hungry ones,—the Government has done that
during the war years—yet foodstuffs that are grown
locally are not being subsidized and the hawkers are
being squeezed out of existence entirely. In any
subsidization scheme, we should subsidize rice, yams,
potatoes, eddoes and other products that are grown
locally. The hawkers have a right to live. Let the
ones that grow these products sell them on a profit-
able basis, both to themselves and the hawkers. Order
No. 27 under Private Members’ Business which stands
in my name deals with this question of subsidizing
locally grown products but it may never see the light
of day before the session ends. With your per-
mission, Sir, T shall read that Address.

The CHAIRMAN: If the honourable member
feels that locally grown foodstuffs should be sub-
sidized he will be quite in order to make a motion
to that effect but I am not going to allow the reading
of the Address to which he refers. ,

Mr. TALMA: I gave notice of that Address
and the Executive Committee has completely ignored
the terms of it. Thig is my only opportunity to bring
those terms to its notice. ,

The CHATRMAN: I suggest to the honourable
member that that Address will be dealt with in the
ordinary course of business. The Chair will not
allow it to be read at this stage. .

Mr. TALMA: With your guidance, Mr. Chair-
man, T beg to move that the words ‘‘locally grown

do mnot do it in this half- |

vegetables and ground producis’’ be added to this
resolution.

mr. GARNER: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: I am going to issue an appeal to the
senior member for Chrigt Church. I am going to
call this to hig attention and I hope that he will re-
lize that I do so with the best intention, My knowledga
as to the subsidization of locally grown foods is that
you give the grower a remunerative price —

Mr. TALMA: If the honourable member had
listened carefully he might have understood what L
said or if he did not understand, he could have asked
somebody else. I said that a profit should be made
by the one who grows the products and that the ones
who buy those products should be able to make a
shilling as well.

Mr. LEWIS: I heard the honourable member
say that but my point is that a remunerative price
and not a subsidized price should be fixed for the
grower, The honourable member ig being inconsistent.

Mr. TALMA: Does the honourable member un-
derstand what ‘‘subsidization’ means at all?

The CHAIRMAN: Would the senior member
for Christ Church allow the junior member for the
City to make his point?

Mr. LEWIS: I will sit and listen to him even
as tedious as it is to do so. It is no use a member of
this House saying that he is going to subsidize im-
ported foodstuffs and locally grown food at the same
time.

Mr. TALMA : Is it because the honourable mem-
ber happens to be an agent?

The CHAIRMAN: I think the senior member
for Christ Church is going beyond his bounds. Let
the junior member for the City speak and then the
honourable member can speak in reply.

Mr. LEWIS: I say that if a remunerative price
is fixed for the grower, that will be an inducement
for nim to grow foodstuffs. Are you going to sub-
sidize praedial larceny which, I understand, is the
cause of more foodstuffs not being grown locally?
In addition, we cannot merely tell the Government
to go ahead and do these things without giving it
some assistance by way of a suggestion or suggestions.
If the honourable member is willing to support the
non-subsidization of flour, then growers will be given
the incentive to assist themselves and the public. I
feel that we should be sensible in the proposals we
make. The honourable member has certainly not
given serious consideration to his proposal that the
G@vernment subsidize locally grown products and an
unlimited importation of foreign goods at the same
time.

Mr. TALMA: The honourable member who
has just sat down seems to think that he is the only
one who seriously considers anything at all. Let me
tell him that flour is one of the essential foodstuffs;
so are rice and vegetables—yams, potatoes, and eddoes.
The Government does not consider these at all and
I have an Address on the Order Paper dealing with
them but it may never be considered before the ses-
sion ends. The honourable member represents the City
constituency and knows nothing about the growing
of yams, eddoes and potatoes; all he does is to eat
them. I am saying that the hawkers cannot buy
these products on a basis whereby they can make a
profit. T never for one moment thought that the
pverson who grows them should not make a profit
but the prices are such that the ones who want to
buy cannot buy. The hawker is being squeezed; out of
existence ; the shopkeeper is making a little more profit
as the result of selling these locally grown products
but the hawker is dying. The honourable member
revresents the Citv and does not know what T am
talking about: probably he never will. T am sayine
that the subsidization of locally grown produects will
help the ones who grow them as well as the ones who

S e
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buy and distribute them to make a profit. The grow-

" ers are selling to-day at prices at which the hawkers

cannot buy. The food of the people of Barbados
doeg not consist of only flour and rice; it inc'ud:s
yams, potatoes and eddoes. Help, therefore, the ones
who grow these products and the ones who buy them
to sell again make a profit by subsidizing them.

Mr. SPRINGER: There is only one point that
attracted my attention during the speech of the
senior member for Christ Church on which, I think
in fairness to the parties concerned, I should make
a few remarks. He said—if I understood him correct-
ly—that the shopkeepers are selling the yams, pota-
toes and eddoes at a profit and that the hawkers are
being squeezed out of existence. I have been going
into this question in the last few weeks and this is
what, I understand, has been happening. For some
time the hawkers who are accustomed to lift the pota-
toes, yams and eddoes would not buy; they have no
desire to lift these products.. The Director of Agri-
culture realizing that the vegetables were ripe and
should have been lifted and in order not to inecur
waste, sent around his auxiliary food inspectors to
find a solution of the problem of distributing these
foodstuffs to the people who wanted them but could
not get them because they relied upon the hawkers
to bring them to them. As soon as the inspectors
began to sell the produets to the shopkeepers, the
Lawkers went in and bought. In some distriets it
appears as though the hawkers were holding out until
the growers drop their prices and then they would
2o in and buy and sell at their prices. I do not know
if my statement has any bearing on the honourable
member’s argument but I think it appropriate for
me to say what I have discovered.

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: T would just like the
House to know that my policy has not changed and
that I shall support the motion of the junior member
for St. Philip that rice be added to the schedule, But
f cannot support the motion of the senior member
for Christ Church for the subsidization of loecally
grown products. Just at present locally grown food-
stuffs are searce but if the honourable member will
consider the matter carefully he will see that the
subsidization of these produets is unnecessary. In
the next couple of months, if the rain falls, we will
have a greater supply of these foodstuffs. We may
have such a large crop of potatoes that we may have
to get the Cassava Factory to turn some of them into
flour in order to be able to get rid of them. My
opinion is that if we get rain we will have potatoe
in the next few months that we will not know whas
Yo do with. I cannot support the senior member
for Christ Church but I shall certainly support the
junior member for St. Philip’s motion that rice be
added to the schedule of this Resolution.

Mr. WARD: I do not see the sense in going on
to flog a dead horse. I presume that the whole House
would like to see rice subsidized but I feel that it is
absolutely useless to subsidize a commodity which is
in short supply. T have been told, and I know as a
fact, that people cannot get rice to buy. If, as the
junior member for St. Philip says, a man is hungry
and rice is subsidized at one penny per pint, that
man is no better off if there is no rice to be had in
the shops; he still has to go hungry. If rice was
available T would agree to its being subsidized but
if rice is in short supply I do not see the sense in
<ubsidizing a commodity that you cannot get. I have
been told by my labourers that in order to get rice
they have to buy from four different shops on Satur-
days. To subsidize rice without rationing it will
make the gituation worse; the individuals that pur-
chase early will get all the rice they want and those
who do not buy early will have to go without rice. T
would agree to the subsidization of rice if you are
going to increase the cost of subsidization but as there
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is no hope of increasing the cost of subsidizataion I
do not see the sense in subsidizing rice, a commodity
which you cannot get.

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Chairman,—That happens
to be the honourable member’s opinion and I give him
credit for his opinion. We have entered into a con-
tract with British Guiana to supply us with a eertain
quantity of rice. We cannot get any more but we
are getting up to now what the contract calls for. My
contention is that the people should be given rice at
4 cents per pint. They have just had to pay more
for their sugar and if the Government wants extra
money, let it introduce an Excess Profits Tax and it
will get all the money it wants. Somebody is going
to make half-a-million out of sugar that is being sold
at these new prices; that is my contention. It is a cer-
tainty that we have rice in the island; it is a fact
also that if a person goes to a shop and it can be
proved that he bought his quantity of rice from that
shop, he cannot get a gill more from another shop.
Rice is still being rationed to-day. A shopkeeper has
his customers and knows how much rice each can get
and that is being done. It is, so to speak, a gentle-
man’s agreement in order to save the expense of having
coupons printed and issued but people still get as
much rice ag can be given to them. I am not con-
cerned about how much rice people can get. 1 am
concerned about the price of the article. Sometime
ago I said that people would be glad to buy rice at
six cents per pint but at that time they could get the
guantity they wanted and it cost more money to bring
it into the island. But so long as they cannot buy as
much rice as they want, give it to them at 4 cents per
pint. The price of flour, I understand from th»
senior member for St. Joseph, is expected to drop
sooner or later and some of that money can be used
to subsidize rice. I am in favour of subsidizing rice
because it is the staple food of the pegple and flour,
as I see it to-day, is nothing but a racket. To
use the words of the senior member for St. Joseph, a
ship is in the harbour waiting to be unloaded and the
warehouses are full. Every businessman has more flour
than he can dispose of; it must be a racket. All the
other countrics cannot get flour and we get all and
more than we want. Somebody is getting a rebate;
something is wrong. Why bring in so much flour ?
Something is wrong somewhere. We do not need so
much flour. Every week I am asked at the store how
much flour I want. Why ? Because they have more
four than they can get rid of. Only the other day I
went into a small man’s store and could not get
around because he had a large quantity of flour in
the store. It seems to me that a little rebate is being
given somewhere. It is true that the Government
is paying the piper but somebody else is calling the
tune. We do not want so much flour in this island.
Give the people rice and, perhaps, they may boycott
the flour. Something, I repeat, is wrong somewhere.
What is that ship doing there in the harbour with
flour when we have so much flour in the island that
we cannot get rid of it and people in Europe are
starving for flour? We must be paying a very good
price; we are not calling the tune but are paying the
price. Something is wrong. They want flour in Bel-
gium and Germany. We are able to get it because
the Barbados Government is paying for it; that is the
whole thing. We are all businessmen first and chris-
tians after. The biggest christians are the biggest rob-
bers when it comes to business; they are using christi-
anity as a blind. When you come to christianity and
business do not mistake one for the other. Something
is wrong in thig matter of the supply of flour. We
ought to cut out some of this flour and tell them to
bring in only a certain quantity of it because we have
too much of it in the island already. I would eounsel
honourable members to include rice in this sehedule to
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get this flour racket broken up. The Barbados Govern-
ment is paying the bill. Nobody can tell me that a
little extra cheque cannot be passed to make things
good ; these things are being done. I will counsel this
House to-day not to have much to do with flour any
longer. Limit the importation of flour; spend only a
certain amount on flour but let rice come in and sub-
sidize it, so that the extra penny will help to pay for
the sugar which the people are buying to-day. As I
said, certain people are becoming richer because they
are selling sugar which they had two or three years
ago at to-day’s prices.

Mr. WARD : Mr. Chairman,—Before this debate
is closed I would like to explain this point. Although
the warehouses may be filled with flour yet it must
be borne in mind that certain quantities of flour were
ordered months before; that is what I have been told.
What I feel about the whole matter is this. If rice
comes regularly, automatically the price of flour will
drop, but up to now the honourable member who
has just spoken has not convinced me that rice can
be obtained in sufficient gquantities by the people. If
an individual goes to a shop and cannot get rice, he
has to buy flour and if the prices of these two com-
modities are not on par, so to speak, in my opinion a
hardship will be created when an individual has to
pay 12 cents for a pound of flour and 4 cents for a
pint of rice. If, as T said, rice was as plentiful as
flour T would say ‘‘subsidize both’’ but, Sir, one is
plentiful and the other is rationed by the British Gui-
ana Government. In my opinion, if this House does
not go on subsidizing flour temporarily, it would be
automatieally creating a hardship on some people in
the community who may not be in a position to get
the quantity of rice which they need. As T have said
already, the only way to control rice, if it is subsi-
dized, is to ration it, so that every man gets his fair
share and not one man getting 20 pints while another
gets only 5 pints. I am not against the subsidization
of rice. It would be a good thing to subsidize both
rice and flour, but to do that we will have to increase
the cost of subsidization. If we are not going to in-
crease the cost of subsidization, then T feel that the
prices of the two commodities should be on a par.

Mr, TALMA: 1 feel very happy to speak at
this juncture because the more one goeg into this
subsidization scheme the more one realizes that the
subsidization of locally grown vegetables is definite-
ly essential. The honourable member who has just
sat down has told us that rice is unavailable; a
member of the Executive Committee has said that
already. Well, if rice is unavailable, what is more
practical, along commonsense lines, than to include
leeally grown food-—poatoes, eddoes, and things of
that sort—in this schedule?
about the ‘‘Grow More Food Campaign’’. What does
that mean? It means that you should try and in-
duce the peasants and even the plantations to i
reasonable extent to produce the essential commodi-
ties needed by the people; especially the peasants who
are actually out of work to-day and who have no hope
of going anywhere at all at present. The idea seems
to be that while they are here they must starve. They
cannot get rice; they do not use flour every day but
you do not want to give them eddoes, potatoes and
yams. You do not want to help them grow them at
all, so as to enable the hawkers to live and the poorer

classes of people to be able to buy these products it g

a reasonable- price; that is the position. There s
to be a Grow More Food Campaign and yet you do

not want to help the plantation owners or the.

peasants to grow these foodstuffs and the other people
to buy them at reasonable prices. Charity beging at
home; does the Executive Committee remember that?

I certainly do. I think they should help the ones

| locally grown commodities in this schedule.

. We hear g great deai’

that produce the yams, potatoes, cddoes and all other
vegetable products. Help them first.  All of this
£56,000 should not be sent abroad; £28,000 of it
should be kept in Barbados te enable everybody to
get something to eat. That happeng to be the pur-
port of my Address and it happens to be contrary
to the wishes of the Executive Committee; so, Sir, I
am hoping that the Executive Committee in its
wisdom, and especially in view of the experience
which the Leader hag to-day, will see it to include
i That 1s.
the subjeet of the Address of which I gave notice
on the 26th November, 1946, and which may never
see the light of day before thig session ends. There
is a number of hawkers in Christ Church and other
parishes who are being squeezed out of existence;
they are hungry now ; they cannot buy yams, potatoes
and things like that f:om plantation owners any-
whers at all. Thig is the case not i Christ Church
alone but in St. John and St. Philip. These pro-
duets are being gold to the shopkeepers who are
making the profit and you are having a class of people
who are dying out now. The Executive Committee
may not know that the hawkers are dying out but I
know it. If you subsidize these products, the growers
and the hawkers and other people who buy them will
be able to live and a lot of the starvation which is
about the island will disappear as a result.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before the question is put,
Mr. Chairman, I should like to make a few observa-
tions. I do not think this Committee appreciates to
the fullest possible extent the exact significance of
the motion proposed by the senior member for Christ.
Church. I am not suggesting that we can sit here
to-day and without a great deal more consideration
include in thig schedule locally grown foodstuffs but
T should like to say that the idea is not as fantastic
as some honourable members seem to think, although
I am flattering those who pooh-pooh the idea. I
noticed that in British Guiana the Government paid
a lot of attention to the question of subsidizing locally
grown foodstuffs and the idea behind it all was that
these commodities have been almost throughout .the
war in short supply, not only in British Guiana but
here in Barbados as well. During the war years we
had to compel the planters under the Emergency
Powers Act to grow yams, potatoes, and other ground

ovisions, otherwise they would not have done it,
for the simple reason that they had a guaranteed
market for sugar. More money was being made out
of sugar and, therefore, unless the planters were

compelled to plant a certain portion of their lands

in ground provisions, they would not plant them and
even now that they plant yams, potatoes and eddoes
they will not bother to manure them; they
plant them because they are compelled to (_10
sa by law but they have mno interest in
the production of these foodstuffs. So long
as these local foodstuffs remain short in supply,
naturally we have to increase our importations of
foodstuffs from abroad: If you encourage the pro-
‘duetion of locally grown foodstuffs by subsidizing
them, you make the production of them more re-
munerative and vou would have so much locally
grown foodstuffs in the island that you will not have
to import such large quantities of foreign foodstuils.
That, of course, is a yvery healthy thing for the
economy of any country; it makes the country more
self-supporting and money that would be sent abroad
remains in the country and is distributed among-
the producers and distributors of those gommod;txes;
Throughout the war years, as I have said, and everr
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now, these commodities remained in short supply.
Nobody who knows the facts can deny that if we
had attempted to subsidize locally grown foodstuffs
we might not now to-day have to be spending so
much money on imported commodities. As a matter
of fact, the British Guiana Government, as far as 1
recollect, is looking at the matter, not so much as an
emergency created by the War but as a long range
question calculated to make the couuntry more self-
supporting and is giving the matter due consideration
with the expressed purpose of trying to keep in Brit-
ish Guiana millions of dollars which are sent abroad
every year for foreign produced foodstuffs.

Mr. LEWIS: Before you put the question, Mr.
Chairman, there is a point that was raised on the
last occasion by the Senior member for St. Joseph
and 1 decided that on the next opportunity that is
offered me I would make reference to it. On the
last occasion, he said that there was a unit profit
given on this flour that is imported and I do not
think that the point was sufficiently appreciated. If
you give a unit profit, it means that it is the volume
of business that is going to be of primary concern to
the importer but if you give a percentage profit on
the price it might mean that you will only get as
muech as you need and no more because they will
make sufficient money out of that. I do not think
that that point was made clear on the last occasion.

The question that the words ‘‘locally grown
vegetableg and ground produets’’ be added to the
TResolution ig put and resolved in the negative, the
division being as follows:—

Ayes: Messrs, GARNER, TaLma, MorTLEY, and
Havynes—4.

Noes: Mr. LEwig, Dr. WinsoN, Messrs. BRANCE-
£r, SMITH, Cox, FosTer, MAPP, SPRINGER, F. L. WaAL-
<0TT, ApaMS, BLAckKMAN, Crawrorp, GALE, S. A.
WaLcorr, WILKINSON, WarDp, and Mr. SPEAKER.—17.

The question that the word ‘“‘rice’” be added to
the Resolution is put and resolved in the negative,
the division being as follows:—

Ayes: Dr. WiLsoN, Messrs. BRANCEER, (GARNER,
TaLma, MorrLey, S. A. Warncorr, and WILKINsON—T,

Noes: Messrs. Lewis, Swurre, CoxX, FosTER,
Mapp, SPRINGER, F'. 1., WALCOTT, ApaMs, BLACKMAN.
Crawrorp, HAYNEs, GALE, Warp, and Mr. SPEAKER
—14, .

The question that the Resolution do now pass
is put and resolved in the affirmative without divisiom.

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr.
Cox, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of this Resolu-
tion in Committee of Supply and asks leave to sit
again. '

The House resumeg and on the motions of Mr.
Apams, seconded by Cox, the Resolution is read a
first time,

.Dr. CuMMINs enters the House and takes his seat.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the Resolu-
tion be now read a second time,

Mr, COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. WILKINSON: This Resolution is mainly
to do with flour and I would like to ask the Govern-
ment to be exceedingly careful in purchasing more
flour at the present price. We all realize that a
subsidy of 5 centg per 1b. is pretty generous and it
is a common experience that when an article is searce
and the price of that article is high, it will find a
resting place where the highest price is being paid.
T think that is happening in Barbados, so far as
flour is concerned. It would be a very serioug thing
for this island if we could not get flour but I do

feel that the cost of this article at the present time
18 very high,

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Speaker,—I wish to sup-
port those remarks made by the junior member ror
St. James because 1 think they are very strong. The
Government will do well to take the advice of tne
Junior member for Sc. James, g 1erchant of no mean
standing in this 1sland, a man of probity, a man who
when he warns this Government to be carerui 1 vhis
matter of subsidizing flour shouid pay heed 1o hus
warning. To subsidize flour at 5 cenis per 1. is rigi-
culous and I think this Government should take heed
and amend its ways.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—Whatever may be
thought of the Control Board or the Government I
think honourable members will agree that Dr. Saint,
of all people in this island, is praised by every type
of person and we have the advantage, at the present
moment, of Dr. Saint’s association with the Control
‘Board, although he is no longer Controller of Sup-
plies. The Government is as concerned about this
flour situation as it possibly can be and Dr. Saint
has assured me that all the headaches which result-
ed from the War cannot be compared with the head-
aches which he used to get from this flour situation.
The Government is thankful to the junior member
for St. Jameg for the warning he has jssued in this
respect. I do not mean to be ungracious but the
Government is aware of the difficulties and can only
watch to see what is going to happen in the price
of flour. The position is bound to be clarified in the
next month or two and we are hoping that the pres-
ent drop in price will continue and that we
do not receive a cable to-morrow stating that the
price has gone back up.

Mr. TALMA : Before you put the guestion—

Mr. SPEAKER: We cannot have a debate on
that point at this stage. I ean only hear the honour-
able member on the question whether the Resolution
should be read a second time or not. Do you want
to make a motion against the reading of the Resolu-
tion for the second time?

Mr. TALMA: T @am saying that a subsidization
scheme such as this—

Mr. SPEAKER: We cannot debate that at all
at the present moment.

Mr. TATLMA: T am merelyv throwing out a sug-
gestion in support of what has been said bv a previ-
ous speaker; that is all T am trving to do. T am
saying thiat in a subsidization scheme, if you want
to heln the neonle_—

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is out
of order.

The aquestion that the Resolution be read a
second time is put and resolved in the affirmative
withont division
' On the motion of Mr. ApaMs, seconded bv Mr.
Cox, the Resolntion is agreed to.

THE BARBADOS GENERAL HOSPITAL BILL.

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order is to resume
Committee on a Bill to make provision in relation
to the Barbados General Hospital,

Mr. SpEAkRER leaves the Chair and the House
resumes Committee on the Bill, Mr. RaMsay being in
the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN: On the last occasion, we
were discussing clause 11 when the interruption took
place and the junior member for the City was speak-
ing. : :

g Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairmono.—I was stating that T
saw no reason why I should not support the motion
made by the senior menther for St Philip and T

was referring to the proposal of the junior member




- back into the Chamber.
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for St. James. I know that kis opuuions do carry
some weight in this House ana { would like to teil
him, in view of the motion that he has before this
Committee, that a look or a wink or a nod from h:m
last year in the direction in which he is moving now,
would have caused the Housing Bill to become law;
also it would, perhaps, never have caused the pro-
vision for the £5 bond to be included in the Scheme
of Government for the Secondary Schools. He
makes it difficult for me to absolve him from blame
for thoge things, seeing that when he was a member
of the Government he refused point blank to accept
the suggestion that the House should appoint some
of the members of these Boards or that provision
for the £5 bond should be excluded from the scheme
of government of the secondary schools. Now he
is asking this Committee to accept the principle
from him that this House should appoint members
to this Advisory Committee. He certainly places
me iIn an awkward position to regard his proposal
as a serious one. I am going to counsel the mem-
Yers of the Committee that it would not be a bad
idea for them to agree to the proposal of the senior
member for St. Philip. The Housing Bill, for in-
stance,— !

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman,—I am sorry
10 interrupt the honourable member but I shall ap-
preciate very much if he would be kind enough to
give me a summary of what he said before I came
I am sorry I was not pres-
ent at the beginning of his remarks.

Mr. LEWIS: My early remarks were not par-
ticularly addressed to the honourable member; the
member to whom they were addressed was in his
place. 1 am saying that the proposal of the senior
member for St. Philip should be given some con-
sideration because I know that legislation which is
sent to these various islands for adoption hag been
put into effect by Crown Colonies along the lines
suggested by the senior member for St. Philip, that
is, that the Governments should appoint Boards but
their members should be chosen from the Legislature
and should include other people, I believe, like the
Director of Public Works. I am willing to support
the honourable member’s proposal because by that
method you will be assisting, let us say, the Minjster
for Medical Services by having at least two members
of the House on the Board who will become acquaint-
ed with happenings and will be able to come to this
House and make direct reportg from their personal
experiences. One honourable member remhrks that
they will be able to come here and defend the Board.
Well, it seems to me that the fashion is to attack a
Board because it has members of the House on it
and that is a healthy sign. However, Sir, there is
one point T wish to put now to this Committee and
I am going to do so with real seriousness. It is this.
Arising out of fa debate in this House, a Commission
has been appointed by the Head of the Administra-
tion to enquire into the spending of certain money
by the Hospital Board and I feel, Sir, that it would
be in keeping with justice and decency if this par-
ticular clause was postponed until the Commission’s
report is published and the Hospital Board, ag a
body not yet abolished, is given the opportunity to
see that report. T understand that the report has
been handed in and is only to be published and I
cannot for the life of me see how members of this
House, accepting their responsibility, can with jus-
tice and decency abolish the Board before hearing
the results of the enquiry which they themselves
asked for. I know very well that this Act is not
to come into operation until the Head of the Admin-
istration says so but if you can get six or eight mem-
bers of the Hospital Board coming here and agree-

»

iing to abolish themselves before the results of the

enquiry are made known, then I do not think that
the Head of the Administration should take
the responsibility of safeguarding them if they
cannot do it themselves. I do mnot think 1t
15 tae right thing to do and if it is dome
by the Jidouse 1 vrefuse to let honourable
members do it without drawing it to their notice.
To pass this clause, you will be virtually abolishing
the Hospital Board at a time when an enquiry is
being made ag regards the spending of money by
that Board.That is not the thing for a responsible
body like a Legislature to do and I am going to give
the House the opportunity to consider the matter
from that angle. If I am in order, Sir, I beg to move
that the further consideration of Clause I1 be post-
poned for the reason I have just given.

Mr. CRAWFORD : 1 am glad, Sir, that the jun-
ior member ror the City 1s wiling to support the
amendment which 1 proposed last week but L must
say that 1 take strong exeeption to his observatlon
that since 1 am a member of the Government 1 am
muzzled.

Mr, LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—Will the hon-
ourable member tell me exactly what time of the
vear or the day that I said such a thing?

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 made that statement for
iwo reasons. One is that I wanted to find out
whether I was accurate, (Cries of Shame), I was told
s0; so I wanted to find out if I was accurately in-
formed. I apologize to the honourable member.

The question that the words which the junior
member for St. James proposed to be deleted, name-
1y, ‘“all of whom shall he appointed by the Governor-
in-Executive Committee.”” stand part of Clause 11
is put and resolved in the affirmative without divis-
ion, '

The question that the words which the senior
member for St. Philip proposed, namely, ‘‘one of
whom shall be a member of the Legislative Council
and two members of the House of Assembly’’ to be
inserted after the word ‘‘Committee’’ occurring in
line 6 of clause 11 is next put fand resolved in a tie,
the division being as follows :—

AYes: Mr. Lewis, Dr. Wison, Messrs.
BRANCKER, CRAWFORD, (GARNER, TALMA, MoTTLEY,
Hav~es, 8. A. WaLcorr, WILKINSON, and Warp—11,

Noes: Messrs. Smite, F. L. Warcorr, Cox,
Foster, Maprp, Dr. CumMins, Messrs. SPRINGER,
ApAMS, BLACKMAN, (GALE, and Mr, SPEAKER.—11

The CHAIRIMAN: The question tuat the
words proposed by the senior member for St. Philip
be inserted in clause 11 has been resolved in a tie.
The Chair, after taking into consideration all the
submissions. begs to vote with the ‘“Noes’’. I de-
clare that the ‘“Noes’’ have it.

The question that the words which the senior
member for St. George proposed to be deleted,
namely, ‘“Each of such memhers shall hold office for
a period of two years from the date of appointment®’
stand part of clause 11 ig next put and resolved in
the necative without division.

The question that the words proposed by the
senior member for St. George, namely, ‘‘immediately
after the coming into operation of this Aet and
thereafter within one month after the opening of
each Legislative Session, They shall hold office un-
til the expiration of one month after the commence-
ment of the ensuing Legislative Session,”” be inserted
in the blank ig then put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

The question that Clause 11, as amended, stand
part of the Bill is put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.
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At this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SPEAKER resumes the
Chair and adjourng the House until 245 p.m. in
accordance with Rule 40 (a).

REPLIES LAID

On re-assembling,

Mr. SPRINGER: Mr. Speaker,—I beg to lay
on the Table of the House the replies to questions
No. 45 standing in the name of the honourable junior
member for St. Luey.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I beg to lay the replies to
questions No. 43 also standing in the name of the
honourable junior member for St. Luecy.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to lay the replies to
questions No. 47 standing in the name of the hon-
ourable senior member for St. John.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (A)

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to move for the sus-
pension of Rule 61 (a) in order to resume Government
Business.

There being no objection, the honourable member
was granted leave to make the motion.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (a)
be now suspended.
Mr. RAMSAY: I beg to second that.

The question that Rule 61 (a) be now suspended
was put and resolved in the affirmative.

A division was taken as follows:—

Ayes: Dr. CumwMmiNg, Messrs, Ramsay, LeEws,
. I.. Warcorr, Cox, Foster, Marp, SPRINGER,
Apams, BLackmaN and Gare.—11.

Noes : Dr. WiLsoN, Messrs. BRANCKER, CRAWFOED,
GARNER, MoTrLEY, 8. A. WarLcorr, WILKINSON and
WARD.—S8. -

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been decided
in the affirmative, eleven honourable members voting
““Aye’’, and eight honourable members voting ‘‘No’
The Rule cannot be suspended, however, because
twelve honourable members must vote for the sus-
pension of a Rule.

DISSATISFACTION AMONGST COUNTRY
SHOPKEEPERS OVER MARGIN OF
PROFIT ALLOWED

Mr. SPEAKER: At Question Time on the last
occasion the House was discussing the replies to ques-
tions No. 19 put by the honourable junior member
for St. Joseph relative to country shopkeepers and the
honourable junior member for St. Lucy was speaking.

Mr. BRANCKER: We will recal]l that the Gov-
ernment were asked whether they are aware that the
country shopkeepers are dissatisfied with the margin
of profit allowed them by the Competent Authority,
especially in view of the high cost of freight and the
increase in their staffs made necessary by the 42-hogr
week imposed by the Shops Order. They replied in
rather ironical vein that they are aware that some
country shopkeepers are dissatisfied with the margin
of profits allowed, Of course, strictly speaking, that
may be correct; because if there are 100 shopkeepers
and 98 of them are dissatisfied, it is perfectly accurate
to say that some are dissatisfled with the margin of
profits allowed. They go on to point out in the same
jronical vein that ‘it is mot, however, feasible to
differentiate between the profits permitted in and
outside the City; and the number of applicants for
quotas on Tecord from shopkeepers who have started
new shops within the past two years indicate that
the total number of shops is increasing, and suggests
that the existing arrangements provide little dis-
couragement to the retail trade’’. That suggests that
there is nobody concerned with the drafting of these
replies to the honourable member’s questions who is
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the least bit familiar with the country shopkeeper or
the predicament in which he finds himself ; it suggests
a compiete ignorance of the position of the country . .
shopkeeper 1o Barbados today. It is true that in’
places where it ig so difficult, if not impossible;, for
the average person to secure a little plot of land for
himself—it is true that in a number of instances..
the workers who have returned from the United States
of America with a little capital to invest are unable
to obtain a suitable car for the purposes of trade, and
they have gone into the business of keeping shops
To suggest however that the existing arrangements
provide little discouragement to the retail trade is to
show an abysmal ignorance of the position of the coun-
try shopkeeper today. There are some people who have
opened small shops with a view to getting some com-
modities for the use of their households; I know many
a person who, during the war, was running a shop
simply with a view of getting something for the
rembers of his or her family to eat. There are many
reasons why a certain number of new shops have
been springing up and the Government should appre-
ciate the fact that the number’ of shops having in-
creased recently is no indication that everything is
well with the country shopkeepers. We have to con-
sider that the people who are going into the business
today are absolute novices to it in many instanoces;
they do not realise before the business begins to drop
how much credit the country shopkeeper has to give,
they do not realise the burden which the country
shopkeeper has been carrying, Many of them who
have gone Into the business full of optimism perhaps,
soon find out that it is a terrible yoke to bear in the
country distriets. When the crop is finished many
of the shopkeepers have to console themselves that
they are carrying a burden until the next erop starts.
The question of some type of subsidy for the country
shopkeeper is one which the Government should in-
vestigate; something should be done to assist these
shopkeepers in keeping their heads above the water in
view of the absolute necessity of the business which
they carry on for the welfare of the districts in whick
they are situated. If all the country shopkeepers
were to yield to the temptation to close down, the Gov-
ernment would find themselves faced with the very
big problem of feeding the people in the country dis-
tricts. These shopkeepers cannot come to Bridgetown
because there is the diffieulty of getting transport an.d
they have no telephones or means of ordering their
goods like the well-to-do people. With our present

#| set-up the country shopkeeper is absolutely indis-

pensable; if he went out of business the Government
would have a very difficult problem to solve in con-
nection with providing food and the necessities of life
for the country people, The food which is in Bridge-
town has to be distributed and the country shopkeeper
has g very heavy burden to bear. I must deprecate
what I cannot help regarding as ironical in these re-
plies; it is that some country shopkeepers are dis.
satisfied with the margin of profits allowed, and that
the existing arrangements provide little diseourage-
ment to the retail trade. That is not fair, Mr.
Speaker. Of course, the Government go on to say
that ‘‘the Controller of Food Supplies and Prices
has the matter constantly under review’’, they have
left off their ironical strain and have gone back to
the stereotyped, official reply, ‘“and from time to
time when attention has been drawn to items on which
profits allowed were maladjusted, the matter has been
corrected by the Controller of Food Supplies and
Prices in consultation with his Advisery Committee’’,
T do not know when last these prices have been re-
viewed or even discussed. As far as the advisers to
the Controller of Food Supplies and Prices are con-
cerned, T gather that a move has been on foot, if it
has not taken place already, to put another shop-
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keeper on that Board, Obviously I commend to the
Government the putting on that Board of a shop-
keeper like the honourable junior member for St.
Paulip or the honourable junior member ror St.
Joseph. We want men of that type on the Board—
men with some substance, men who are not afraid
to stand up to the big autocrats who are the other
members of that Board. I must say that the replies
to these questions disclose a woeful lack of knowledge
of the position of the country shopkeeper on the part
of these who should know. I advise the Government
that when they want information in connection with
such an essential group of persons in this community
as the country shopkeepers, they take into their con-
fidence people like the honourable junior member
for St. Philip and the honourable junior member
for St. Joseph so that we will not have a repetition
of these really unhappy replies as we have received
to these questions which were put in January this
year. Out of the crop season the position of the
country shopkeeper is an almost hopeless one, and
we cannot too greatly stress that the point of view
of the Government that the country shopkeeper is
not doing so badly because new shops are springing
up, is absolutely wrong and without any foundation
in fact. What the Government should be interested
in is to find out how long these new shops remain
open. You will find that a shop is opened to-day and
within four or five months it is closed; the Govern-
ment do not seem to consider that aspect of the matter
at all. As far as the old shopkepers are concerned,
they have been bearing the burden manfully for a
long time and they are now too far involved and they
have to die in the business. I have emphasized the
point of view of the country shopkeepers from a close
knowledge of and association with many of them and I
very much regret that the Government are not fully
apprised of the plight of these shovkeepers. I can-
not for one minute imagine that they would other-
wise have sent down replies such as these.

Dr. CUMMINS: The replies to these questions
are, to my mind, quite unsatisfactory. Sir, the Gov-
ernment admit that they are aware of the dissatis-
faction over the profits allowed to couniry shop-
keepers and they did absolutely nothing to improve
the condition of these shopkeepers. The honourabls
junior member for St. Lucy has said that the Govern-
ment have shown lack of knowledge of the position
of these shopkeepers; I say that it is not a lack of
knowledge, but a palpable lack of interest in the
shopkeepers. (MeMpers: Shame!) The advisers
to the Government saw to it that the wholesalers
and the comimission merchants were well protected;
they saw to it that their profits were guaranteed
and they knew quite well that the people who really
Hhave to bear the heat and burden of the day as far
as retailing the provisions is concerned, got nothing
out of it. Since this debate began, I saw some fig-
ures as to profits made by shopkeepers up to 1939 as
compared with the profits allowed them to-day,
and if those figures are correct— and I have no
reason to believe that they are other than correct—
I cannot speak in too strong a term or use lan-
guage strong enough to express my feelings in the
matter, The increased cost of living has affected
the shopkeeper just as it hag affected everybody else
and the shopkeeper is allowed to make a profit smaller
than what he was allowed to make in 1939 ! That is be-
cause the members of the Price Control Board are,
for the most part, people of this community who do
not have to pass through the struggles which the
poor shopkeeper has to pass through. Now that this
matter has been brought to the attention of the Gov-
ernment, T hope that they will take great care in
future to appoint ag members of the Board those who

are more sympathetic towards the poor shopkeeper.
who is, after all, the backbone of the country ag far
as feeding the people is concerned. Until a few
months ago I was a member of the St. Michael'’s Ves
try and I happened to be a member of the Tax
Relief Committee; year after year from 1940 I saw
that the big wholesalers returned handsome profits,
and every year those profits were increased. I do
not know what the position ig this year because I am
not a member of the Vestry now; but at that time an
increasing number of shopkeepeérs approached the
Tax Relief Committee and asked to be relieved either
in part or in full of their taxes. That state of affairs
should not be allowed to continue any longer in this
community; I repeat that now that the matter has
been most forcefully brought to the attention of the
Government they will take steps to appoint on the
Price Control Board men of the community who are

more sympathetic with the aspirations of the country

shopkeeper,

Mr. CRAWFORD: The honourable member
who has made this motion and who is not in the
Chamber now, made special reference to me during
the course of his remarks in support of the moticn.
The honourable member claimg that last year I ap-
peared to be quite in sympathy with the plight of
the shopkeeper and he was wondering how I sat as
a member of the Executive Committee and allowed
these replies to be sent down. I am sorry that the
honcurable member is not here to-day. The position
is this: my interest and sympathy in the shopkeepers.
of this country remain the same to-day as they have
always been. I will admit that I paid little if any
attention to these replies because T did not agree with
the way in which the questions were asked. Every
shopkeeper in this colony knows without my telling
him that if there is a single member of this Chamber
who is interested in him, who is anxious to see his
economic position improved and who will do every-
thing that lies in his power to ensure that he makes
a satisfactory return on the money he has to invest,
that member is myself. During last year I spent
considerable time and gave considerable attention to
the general position of the shopkeepers with the
result that quite a few important grievances from
which they were suffering were remedied. When the
wholesalers were denying them the quotas of rice te
which they were entitled, T took the steps to have the
@dministration permit the shopkeepers themselves to
make returns of the rice that they were receiving to
the Competent Authority so that a check could be
kept on the wholesalers who were abusing their pos-
ition. In other ways for which I was responsible
the lot of the shopkeeper wag made a little easier.
When the honourable junior member for St. Joseph
tabled these questions, I repeat that I paid little,
if any attention at all to the replies because I did
not agree with the questions. To my mind, the hon-
ourable member who put them had no right to differ-
entiate between the shopkeepers in the country and
those in Bridgetown; he had no right to imply that
only the country shopkeepers were suffering as a
result of the margin of profit allowed by the Com-
-petent Authority. If the honourable member had
asked the questions in respect of the shopkeepers all
over the island, I would have devoted some attention
to the matter and exerted any influence I possessed
in seeing that the replies given were satisfactory.
As a matter of fact. the honourable junior member
for St. Joseph anticipated the honourable junior
member for St. Philip because before the honourable
Junior for St. Joseph tabled these questions the hon-
ourable junior member for St. Philip informed me
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during the morning that he had in mind asking the
uovernment to take steps to deal wih the cnuie
guestion of the profits earned by shopkeepers. arer
tonese gquestions had been tabled by the bonouranie
Junior member for St, Joseph, the honourable junior
member for St. Philip could not take any action on
the same line but he decided that after tne ques
tions had been dealt with he would table a general
question dealing with shopkeepers all over the 1sland.
Your Honour will presumably find thac the honour-
able member is quite in order to do that. I say now
that these guestions have been tabled, the honourable
Junior member for St. Joseph as well ag all other
shopkeepers can rest assured that I will do everything
that lies in my power to see to it that the position
of all shopkeepers—not merely the country shop-
keepers—will receive the attention which it merits,
I did not know that we would have discussed this
matter to-day because I have spent some time in get-
ting facts and figures from shopkeepers in the rural
parishes ag well as in the urban districts and I have
not got those facts and figureg to-day. I am sorry for
that, but 1 remember very distinctly that in the
parish of St. Peter about six months ago a shopkeeper
held me up for over an hour explaining to me the
severe hardships under which he and people like him
have to exist. When that shopkeeper was finished I
remember very distinctly being even more convinced
that if there wag in this community any section of
people who deserve some assistance from the Govern-
1ent, it was the people who engage in the retail trade.
I repeat, I am very sorry that I have not got those
facts and figures here to-day, but I am sure that
honourable memberg like myself would be completely
surprised at the state of affairg which they reveal.
Not only would they be surprised, but they would
be driven to the conclusion that something should
be done to assist this deserving section of taxpapers
in thig coleny. These people make their contribution
to the general revenue, they perform a very useful
serviee to the community by assisting the working
classes from week to week, from month to month
and in some cases from year to year and the policy
under which they are operating to-day is calculated
in the very near future to drive them almost com-
pletely out of existence as a class. It was due to
the efforts of my colleagues and myself ‘that the
wholesalers who are engaged in the retail trade and
who were increasing the burdens of the small re-
tailers were stopped from doing so last year. We
took up the matter with the adiinistration and got
the Government to prohibit the wholesalers from
opening more retail shops in the country distriets
so long as the present Emergency existed, so long as
the commodities which they import remained in short
supply. We have pledged ourselves to see to it
not only thatthis unfairness is not carried on while
goods remain in short, supply, but even after con-
ditions have improved and commodities are more
easily available, that the wholesalers in Roebuck
Street are not allowed to monopolise both the whole-
sale and the retail trade. I submit that it is mani-
festly unfair to allow one section of the people who
are already receiving handsome returns on their
investments through engaging in the wholesale trade,
to go outside in the country districts and establish
shops alongside those of small retailers; to steek
these shops with goods which they import and can
therefore afford to sell those goods much cheaper
than the retailers and so collar both the wholesale
and retail trade for themselves. The Government
has under consideration now the advisability of en-
forcing bv statute a prohibition against this state of
affairs, Tf that Has been found advisable or essew-
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tial in other parts of the West Indies, I submit that
it 18 more imperative and necessary here because here
the wholesale trade is even more closely concentrated
in the hands of a few people than it is in the magjor-
1ty of the neighbouring colonies. If you pursue the
position to itg real source, you will tind that about
1our people control the whole thing. They are im-
porters and wholesalers and if we do not stop them,
they will be retail distributors. They get a commis-
sion on selling these goods wholesale ; they sell whole-
sale through the commission houses which they con-
trol and now their final step is to try to collar every
single cent of profit to be made from the import-
ation of foodstuffs and other commodities in this
colony. They almost want to control the Control
Board. If we are the representatives of the people
among whom there are those of the shopkeeper class,
we will see to it that steps are taken to frustrate these
evil intentions; we will see to it that without delay
legislation is placed on the Statute Book which will
prohibit, not temporarily, byt permanently a hand-
ful of wholesalers who are also importers from assum-
ing complete control of the retail trade. Mr. Speaker,
there are several other aspects of the situation which
are deserving of early remedial attention; it is not
necessary to dilate on them to-day, but I suggest
with all due deference to the honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Joseph that he should have done a far
greater service to the people who occupy a similarly
important positions in this colony to himself, if he
had not differentiated as between the position of the,
arban shopkeepers and the rural shopkeepers. They
are all feeling' the pinch of the shoe; both the urban
and the rural shopkeepers deserve attention being
paid to them, and attention will be paid to them if
there is no attempt made to discriminate between
them but the matter iz presented as a whole. :

Mr. LEWIS: I have listened very carefully to
the debate on the replies ‘given to these questions
and it seems to me as if honourable members are
afraid of the situation which the questions ‘and the
replies have created. If we want the shopkeeper
to get a greater profit than what he is getting, let us
tell the administration how that must be done, Do
we wish the shopkeeper to charge the purchaser more
money for goods or do we wish the Controller of
Prices to regulate the position so that the wholesaler
will get less profit and the shopkeeper will get more?
(Mr. Gagner: I said that). That is what we want
to be made clear. Let us decide that the shopkesper
must be given g greater measure of profit, and the
only people out of whom that will come are the
consumers. Can we advocate an increase in the cost
of the people’s food at thig time? The shopkeepers
have gone to the head of the spring; they have gone
to His Excellency the Governor and do you mean to
say that the question has not been satisfactorily set-
‘tled yet? Have they not been able to work out a
reasonable scheme to put before the Head of the
Administration? I-am not enamoured with this dis-
cussion; we are not getting anywhere with it. We
are afraid to say who are getting too much and we
are afraid tc tell people that they should buv at a
higher price. I would like to have a reasonable pro-
posal to put before the Government otherwise I do
not know where I am.

Mr. COX: T am in wholehearted agreement with
manyv of the statements made by various honourable
members in connection with this question. For a long
time I have noticed that many shopkeepers have been
approaching me in respect of this matter. T regret
that it is now almost half-past three because I have
many facts to put before the House to prove that
the position in which the shopkeepers are now placed
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_is very much worse than before the War. As the hon-
ourable junior member for the City has suggested.

' At this point, it now being 3.30 p.m., Mr. SPEAKER
stated that it was now time for the consideration of
Private Members’ Business.

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH LOAN BILL.

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day
under Private Members’ Business is to resume debate
on the second reading of a Bill to anthorise the Vestry
of the parish of Saint Michael in this Island to raise
a loan to enable them to purchase a property which
"adjoins the Parochial Buildings, Cheapside, Bridge-
town, for parochial purposes.

On the last occasion when the second reading of
this Bill was being discussed, a motion for the adjourn-
ment of the House wag made by the honourable senior
member for St. Peter and this was seconded by the
Lonourable junior member for St. Liucy. Since then
I have considered the matter and I think that the
debate at that time went somewhat wider than it
should have gone. The Bill only asks for permission
to raise a sum of money to purchase a property, but
during the debate honourable members raised the
question of the Vestry having spent more money than
they were authorised to spend during the last year.

T think that I can make the position clear by reading |

‘from May’s Parliamentary Practice in connectiou
with Private Bills. This is what ‘““May’’ says:—

““‘The second reading of a private bill corresponds
with the same stage in other bills, and in agreeing to
it the House affirms the general prineciple, or expe-
dieney, of the measure. There is however a distine-
tion between the second reading of a public and a pri-
vate bill, which should not be overlooked. A public
bill being founded on reasons of state policy, the

- House, in agreeing to its second reading, accepts and
affirms those reasons; but the expediency of a private
bill being mainly founded upon allegations of fact
which have not yet been proved, the House, in agree-
ing to its second reading, affirms the principle of
the Bill conditionally and gubject to the proof of sueh
allegations before the Committee.”’

On the last occasion I think that certain allega-
tions were made which were outside the principle of
the Bill. The Bill is asking for permission to raise
a loan to purchase a property, and while it may be
gaid that the expenditure had gone over what the
Vestry had budgeted for in the previous year, yet
the matter of raising a loan for the purpose of pur-

chasing a property is brought by the Vestry in the ®

ordinary way. Therefore the question before the
House is only one as to whether the Vestry should be
given permission to borrow this money to purchase
this property or not. I suggest to honourable mem-
bers that they should accept the second reading of
the Bill, and if they wish to do so, refer it to a Select
Committee to go into the question of the expedieney
of purchasing this property at all or as to whether
the price to be paid for the property is a reasonable
price or not. I think that in fairness to the honour-
able introducer of the Bill, T should allow him to reply
to the speeches which were made against the second
reading of the Bill at the last meeting of the House;
but beyond that I think that any other speeches on
the lines of those of the last meeting are strictly out
of order. .

Mr. CRAWFORD: Does Your Honour mean
that only the honourable introducer of the Bill will
be permitted to reply to the allegations which have
been made

Mr. SPEAKER: I think so. I have suggested
to the House that information as to the expediency
or otherwise of borrowing this money can be obtained
by the reference of the Bill to a Select Committee.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I do not think that there is
any question about wanting information; people who
are in a position to reply have the information al.
ready. Apart from the honourable introducer of the
Bill, one or two honourable members have been singled
out and asked to lend their weight and influence in
pressing for an investigation even before the honour-
able mover of the second reading of the Bill has re-
plied to the allegations, .

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that there is
anything to be gained by any further argument; I
think that any investigation can better be done by
referring the Bill to a Seleet Committee than by the
House.

Mr, CRAWFORD: It may be difficult to speak
on the principle of the Bill in Committee. The Com-
mittee will deal with the sections of the Bill as they
come up one after the other.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the Committee
will make an investigation as to the expenditure, and
I cannot see how that investigation can be gone into
by the House.

Mr. TALMA : 1 fully appreciate Your Honour’s
ruling and T know that you will grant the members
of this Chamber full latitude now as you have done
on previous occasions so that allegations which have
been unfounded and untrue——

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you carrying on the debate
on the lines such as on the last occasion ?

Mr. TALMA: Not on those lines.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the honourable
senior member for St. Peter has the right to speak
first to-day.

Mr. F. I.. WALCOTT: I should like to draw
two points to Your Honour’s attention. Firstly, am
I to understand that you cannot discuss any reason
for not voting for the second reading of this Bill to
give the Vestry the authority to raise this loan ? If
you, feel that taxes have been raised

Mr. SPEAKER: What I think is this: while
that may influence this House in saying whether they
will give permission to the Vestry to raise this loan
or not, it would be better investigated by a Committee
of this House than by the House.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Suppose I am inclined
to vote for the second reading of the Bill and state
my reasons for it, am I in order ?

Mr, SPEAKER: If you think that the principle

of the Bill is wrong, that the Vestry should not be
authorised to raise a loan to purchase this property,
vou can speak on that.
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Owing to the fact that
the taxes have been raised already and this Bill will
be a greater imposition on the taxpayers, I feel that it
is my duty and my right to make investigations when-
ever the permission of this House is sought to raise a
loan; investigations as to whether they are entitled
to have this loan for whatever purpose it may be
required.

Mr. SPEAKER: What I am suggesting is that
if a Committee is appointed, that Committee will go
into the whole matter and better results will be obh-
tained than by this House.

Mr. F. I, WALCOTT: There is no evidence to
prove that if the Bill is given its second reading a
Select Committee will be appointed. If this were a
matter of certainty beyond doubt then you could go
to that stage. Speaking for myself, I prefer to state
my réasons. If you agree to the prineiple of the Bill I
think that vou should state your reasons for so doing.
Even if the House vote in favour of the Bill, I would
Jike to say here and now that in connection with a
maatter of such great importance and thinking of what
it entails, T feel that reasons should be given for the
decision which you make. This is not merely a ques-
tion of providing a home and feeding children; no

>
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honourable member would be against providing some-
where to feed children, but before honourable mem-
bers can give the Vestry permission fo raise funds
for any purpose, they must give their reasons for do-
ing so. I feel that all is not well here, and before we
niake a step such as this we should have our eyes
wide open to protect the taxpayers. I am not ques-

" tioning Your Honour’s ruling by any means, but 1

feel that reasons should be given in this matter. I
nave heard that there are those who have some infor-
mation to give; I am prepared to receive any infor-
mation which any honourable member has to give be-
cause this ig a matter upon which you need. a lot of
information. I therefore reserve any further remarkg
which I feel will be more appropriately made when
the information has been given. I am sure that in
the public interest there is a lot which must be shown
and known in a matter such as this.

Mr. BRANCKER: 1 do not propose to speak
at any very great length on the second reading of this
Bill. ‘I am a vestryman myself-——I am a member of
one of the few well-run Vestries in this island (Cheers)
—and it appears to me that unless a very strong
case is made out against the Vestry of St. Michael in
respect of this over-expenditure, it is our ineluctable
duty as members of this Chamber to authorise them
to raise this loan for the purpose as has been set out
in the Bill. The Vestry want to purchase a property
to make provision for a Food Centre and further
accommodation for the staff of the Commissioners of
Health of the parish of St. Michael, and I say that
unless we can actually prove that there has been some
fraud or some gross negligence on the part of this
responsible body, we must accede to their request.
We must all appreciate that in a year like that which
bas passed it was quite a diffieult matter to avoidl
over-spending. The amount of $50,000 sounds like
a big amount to over-spend but we have to cousider
that amount in relation to the total expenditure of
the Vestry for the past year. In the case of somae
Vestries, $50,000 is more than what they sp=ad for
the whole year; but the money which the Vestry of St.
Michael expend for a year runs into considerable
figures, When we recall that the Vestry made in-
creases in respect of their servants during {he past
year, when we hear of the extraordinarily good things
which they did such as providing cod liver oil for des-
titute people, it does seem that they were working on
right lines. Tt is difficult to think of anything the
price of which had not gone up during the past year—-
as a matter of fact it is difficult to think of anything

-the price of which did not go up from day to day and

from month to month, and that is why we are dealiflg
with a matter of this sort, something which is laudable,
and T do not think that we should show any disap-
proval of the matter which is before us

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the House have
a perfect right to investigate this matter and see
whether they should approve or disapprove of this
loan, but that cannot be satisfactorily done in the
House. It can be satisfactorily done by a Select Com-
mittee and I am suggesting to the House that the
Committee can go into the question as to whether
this objeet is a proper object and other matters con-

- nected with the Vestry which should lead them to

see whether they would feel justified or not in approv-
ing of thig loan. If they found that what has been
done is perfectly justifiable then there would not be
anything against approving of this loan, I think the
House should accept that suggestion.

Mr, BRANCKER: I think that it would be ap-
preciated if that Committee can be appointed, but
we are in this difficulty that it is doubtful whether
such a Committee can be appointed at this juncture.
T take it that when charges are made, the onus is on
those who make the charges to prove them. I submit
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that the only way in which we will decide to give this
Bill its second reading or not is when those who have
made charges of negligence and corruption suggesting
a new Tammany Hall racket in this colony, prove the
charges which they have made. In my submission
they must establish certain facts and the honourable
introducer of the Bill or the members of the Vestry
of St. Michael in this House will have to satisfy us
by disproving the charges so that this Bill should be
given its second reading. Unless the charges can be
adequately substantiated, the express purpose of
this Bill is so extremely worthy that it is our duty to
accede to the wishes of the Vestry and grant them
permission to raise this loan for this purpose. I do
not know if this matter was carried on the casting
vote of the Chairman at the particular meeting of
the Vestry or if it was agreed to unanimously ; I would
be glad if one of the vestrymen would tell us. I see
that there are two ex-members of the Vestry and twe
of the present members here; and we will get the
expert assistance of the honourable senior member for
St. Joseph who is an ex-member of the Vestry as to
how this Vestry manages its business. I feel that
there is little that I can usefully add at this juncture
and I will leave it to those who are attacking to prove
the foree of their attack. If they cannot prove their
charges then their attack fails ; the question is whether
they can prove those charges or not. If they cannot
prove them, then of eourse our position should be to
accede to the request of the Vestry and give them per-
mission to raise this loan.

Mr. TALMA : T rise not as defence counsel in
this issue, but to be granted the right to make a few
remarks. A newspaper appears to make accusations
against the former Churchwarden of this parish, accu-
sations which are unfounded and cannot be supported.
Is it because the Progressive L.eague have never sue-
ceeded in landing a majority of members in the Ves-
try of St. Michael—

Mr. SPEAKER: T draw the honourable mem-
ber’y attention to Rule 122.

Mr. TALMA: Is it because the honourable
genior member for the City has been the most out-
standing Churchwarden in this parish for the last
20 years? Is not this a question of jealousy? The
honourable genior member for St. Michael, and the
Leader of the House backed him up, and another
satellite——

Mr. SPEAKER: The

honourable member is

out of order; the expenditure or over-expenditure

has nothing to do with the second reading of this Bill.

Mr. TALMA: I am only asking to be granted
the opportunity of saying something in connection
with these allegations which are unfounded and un-
true. You, Sir, in fairness to the honourable senior
member for the City will allow others

Mr SPEAKER: I will give the honourable
senior member for the City an opportunity to reply
to thege statements, but I do not think that it is in
order for other honourable members to gpeak on that

oint,.
P Mr. F. L., WALCOTT: Nobody has accused
the honourable senior member for the City of any-
thing.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the honourable member
wants to say that there has been over-expenditure
or not he i quite in order to say so, but he cannot
go beyond that.

Mr. TALMA : There is such a thing ag innuendo,
something said inferentially. The honourable senior
member for St. Michael has landed an attack

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member must
confine himself to the principle of the Bill and not
worry about innuendos.
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Mr. TATLMA: The honourable senior member
- for the City has presented this Bill on behalf of the
Vestry of St. Michael. They happen to be hard-
headed businessmen—men with ability and experi-
ence

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that that has
anything to do with the merits of the Bill,

Mr. TALMA: The Vestry, which is composed
of a body of hard-headed businessmen, has seen fit
to apply for permission to raise a lcan in order to
purchase a building in which the poor people will be
ted more easily—something which this Coalition La-
bour Government is supposed to be fighting for—and
they are trying to prevent the Vestry from purchas-
ing the building. They are trying to throw blame on
a certain Member whom they despise, and they have
no ground te stand upon. The Progressive League
hag always failed to secure seats in the Vestry. As
far as the Vestry is concerned, it is not a question
of appointing any Commission of Enquiry; if they
thought that s Commission of Enquiry were neces-
sary, they would have appointed one to go into the
matter. They have proper people trained for that
job. It happens that the Churchwarden of the parish
in the past year is a member of this House, the hon-
ourable senior member for the City, the person to
whom this Bill has been handed to be looked after in
this House, and a lot of allegations have been made.
This is not a question of bringing a case in the Law
Cdurts; I should like to say that unless and yntil I
am satisfied that the allegations which have been made
are correct, I am willing to vote in faveur of the pass-
ing of this Bill whereby thig loan can be raised to pur-
chase thig building in order that the poor people can
be fed more econveniently—something which this
Coalition Labour Government is supposed to be
fighting for.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker.—I promise yoa
that thoughout this debate I will maintain that ancient
rradition which is worthy of this House, despite the
depths to which honourable members have gone. 1
owe a debt of gratitude to those honourable memberg
on that gside of the Table, those honourable members
who were go reckless in their remarks last Tuesday.
I owe them a debt of gratitude because they did not
think that I would be given this opportunity to make
a statement publicly, and be able to give the taxpayers
of thig parish the real truth surrounding these accusa-
tions which have been thrown in this House at the
Vestry of St. Michae! and their 1947 administration
by persons who are supposed to be responsible and
who should have known better, but they have reasons
which, I suppose, are ulterior. I am going to deal
just briefly with the Bill. As I said last Tuesday,
this Bill merely seeks authority {rom the Legislature
of this eolony, according to the present set-up, to
be able during this year, to buy additional property
for the reasons which I gave. If I am permitted to
remind honourable members of those reasons, they are
not only to provide accommodation for the sanitary
and clerical staff of St. Michael, but also to erect
and equip a Centre for feeding the poor people of
this parish, people who have not yet in the majority
of cases, reached the age for receiving Old Age
Pensions and who, on the recommendation of the
medical practitioners employed by the parish are
ailing and cannot work; and it is found that the best
relief for them would be to give them a daily meal.
In ad7*ion to that, there are a number of underfed,
und:: -vivileged children in this parish who cannot
be accommodated by the Children’s Goodwill League
and who wend their way to this Centre every day
for a hot meal. You, Mr. Speaker, have rightly
pointed out that this debate has strayed fmmm the

point, and some honourable members have appreciated
the fact that this Bill has nothing to do with the
present taxation. It is a question as to whether what
has been proposed is really desirable or not, and the
Vestry have agreed on it and if any information on
that point is necessary, I can only say that the hon-
ourable senior member for St. Thomas, who was a

member of the Committee which made the selection

of this site, and other members of this House who
were memberg of the Vestry can testify that the mat-
ter has been gone into very carefully. During the
term of office of the honourable senior member
for St. Thomas as Churchwarden of St, Michael
it was agreed to purchase thig building for
£950 and to remodel and equip it. If there is
anything which is worrying honourable members, 1
shall be only too pleased to give them information on
it. Mr. Speaker, I must thank you for this oppor-
tunity, despite your ruling, to reply to some of the
statements whiech have been made in this House in
connection with this Bill. For the benefit of those
honourable members who have not really had any-
thing to do with parochial administration more than
reading what they see in the Press, I should just like
to state a few facts. Accusations have been hurled
at the St. Michael’s Vestry and their administration
of last year by the honourable senior member for St.
Michael who hag said this: ‘It appears as if there has
been a lot of squandering of the taxpayers’ money.
Everybody will have read quite recently in the Press
that something like $54,000 of the taxpayers’ money
has been squandered.”” That in truth and in faet
is a very strong statement, and any honourable mem-
ber of this House who listens to such a statement
from another honourable member is bound to ask for
an explanation. What honourable members after
hearing that statement would not question whether
it wag correct or not? Before I became a member
of this House, I always thought and understood that
statements from responsible members (A MEMBER:
Who are supposed to be responsible) carry a lot of
weight., The honourable senior member for St. Michael
says that this money has been overspent and God knows
what the Vestry can show the taxpayers for it. Well,
with the 80,000 inhabitants of this parish that state-
ment is even stronger as coming from the honourable
member, the senior representative of the parish.
TFortunately for the honourable member, this is not
a court of law, and it would appear that the honour-
able member has taken refuge behind the fact that
8¢ is 3 member of the House and made that statement,
I throw out this challenge to the honourable member;
let him make statements of thig sort outside this
House. (A MEMBER: You can make it in Queen’s
Park). The honourable member says in another
statement that something is definitely wrong. For
the edification of honourable members who are wil-
ling to know something of the facts, I shall give them
briefly a summary of the working of the Vestry last
year. Before T proceed to do that, I should just like
to say this: no one knows better than the honourable
senior member for St. Joseph, the Leader of the
House, that when statements of this sort are made
in connection with a Bill of this nature, if document
arv evidence is produced, the books or documents
will become documents of the House. Such evidence
as I have today I presume, Mr. Speaker, that vou will
grant me the right to vlace before the House in
view of the headlines which have anpeared in nearly
every section of the Press last week. T take it that
there are some honourable members who are willing
t0 see that evidence and weich it for what it is worth.

Mr. SPEAKER: What are you pronosing to do?

Mr. MOTTLEY: At a later stage I shall erave
Your Honour’s direction. In 1945-46 estimates for

e
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work were obtained by the tnen Churchwarden of the
parish, tne honourabie senmior member for St. Thomas
anu, 1 turn, they were nanded over to me. In many
mstances, in his capacity as a contractor, the honour-
able junior member tfor St. Peter was responsible
for estumates. I say that for this reason; there could
hardly be any honourable member on that side of
tue ‘rabie who would be courageous enough to say
anytning against uhe tegrity of the honourable
junior membper for St. Peter in giving such estimates
10 the honourable senior member for St. Thomas as
Churchwarden. The most of the work was done by
contract with the exception of the remodelling of the
kitchen at the St. Michael’s Almshouse and the
erection of the office at the Cemetery. The honour-
able senior member for St. Michael says that a few
schutes and swings cost the parish $1,000; he goes
further and is as strong as this: ‘‘The people of this
parish have been blackmailed.”” That is a very strong
statement indeed and it would be impossible, in my
opinion, even if documentary evidence were to be
produced at this stage to convince some honourable
members ctherwise. The honourable member
also says that the increase in taxation this year is as
a result of this over-expenditure. During the course
of his remarks, the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph said that no one will be in - better position
to give this House an explanation as to this over-
expenditure than the honourable senior member for
the City, and I appreciate that very much. Again
the honourable senior member for St. Michael says
that we purchased an old house with nothing but
wood ants from people in Black Rock; there again that
is a very strong statement. May I be permitted to
allow this House to know that the decision to acquire
these premises was arrived at after consideration by
a Committee comprising such people as His Lordship
the Bishop, the Dean of St. Michael, the Church-
warden of St. James, Rev. Dowlen, Messrs. D. G.
Leacock, Jor., H. A. Tudor, C. C. Browne. The pre-
sent Churchwarden of St. Michael, the honourable
junior member for St. Philip, the honourable
junior member for St. Michael and the honourable
senior member for St. Thomas who was Chairman
of the Committee? This site was recommended by
the Dean of St. Michael. I only mention that in pass-
ing owing to the innuendos which have been made.
The expenditure of the parish for the year 1946-47 was

. estimated by the Vestry at over $500,000; to be

accurate, it was estimated at $519,662.83. We have
heard very strong statements about money having
been over-expended, but let me say this; even if you
admit that the honourable senior member for St.
Michael is ignorant as to hig whereabouts—I am chal-
lenging him to bring facts to prove that the Vestry
of St. Michael have overspent $54,000—the honour-
able senior member for St. Joseph would know that
before you can make such a statement you have the
right as a parishioner to inspeci every book. When
therefore the Leader of the House, one who is looked
upon by people as being in a responsible position.
agrees with the statement of the honourable senior
member for St. Michael when he cannot bring any
proof of it. I say that that iz going too far. I am prov-
ing hevond the shadow of doubt, Mr. Speaker, T am
craving vour permission to put in a document signed
bv the Auditor of the Vestry. Of course there are
those who will Jook at this with a jaundiced eye which
can only see yellow, and T suppose that somebody will
sav that the Auditor. Mr. Pile. has signed a false
statement. T am reading this document which ean
be made » document of the House. Tt shows that
only $4,000 has been overspent. The
states :—

¢“The amount of expenditure which was estimated
for the year 1946-47 was $519,662.83. The amount
actually spent was $523,758.36, which shows that the

document

amount of expenditure in excess 01 lue esilmaied
amount was $4,095.53. I would like to draw your
attention to tbis fact; the amount of expenditure
under the head *Pocr Relief’, exceeded the es.imated
amount by $29,672.13 but there were amounts saved
under various heads, which off-set to a certain extent
this over-expenditure and give the final results as
stated above.”’ ’

The honourable senior member for St. Joseph has
associated himself with these malicious statements
made by the honourable senior member for St. Michael
but here is a statement signed by the Auditor of the
Vestry which must be advertised in the Official
Gazette in a few days. I have much pleasure in put-
ting in this document which has been signed by the
Auditor of the Vestry, and I shall not be surprised
to hear that these figures have been coneocted by him.
The Auditor has made it quite clear that the sum of
$4,000 was spent in excess of the estimated amount,
but I was mindful of the condition of the people
and overspent $29,000 on poor relief. It was a ques-
tion of less coffing more food; I saved on coffins and
spent more on food. (Cheers) Honourable members
have launched serioug attacks in connection with the
rates having gone up and the honourable junior
member for the City does not realise that free opin-
lons from lawyerg are never considered to be
worth while, It has been said that it is illegal
to do this and it ig illegal to do that and that
the rates for this year have been increased as a result
of this over-expenditure. In order to prove that it is
not true to say that the taxes in this parish have
gone up as a result of any over-expenditure, I should
like to point out that a few weeks ago this House
unanimously agreed to allow the Vestry of St. Michael
to pay a cost of living bonus retrospectively. Well.
the Vesiry employ over 400 people from the Paro-
chial Treasurer down to the grave-digger and the
payment of this bonus and retrospective pay cost
the parish $66,783.07. The difference between the
estimated expenditure for 1946-47 and 1947-48 is
approximately $140,000, The honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Peter has said that no statement can con-
vince him that there ean be any justification for this
over-expenditure but I take it that he will have the
integrity to say that if only $4,000 has been over-
expended in a parish which spends over half a mijl-
ion dollars, that cannot be considered reckless. Let
the honourable member tell me the parish in this
island which did not over-spend during the year
1946-47. T ask your Honour’s permission to read this.

Mr. SPEAKER: What ig the honcurable mem-
ber reading from?

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am reading from the
Auditor’s statement. He says this:

““The estimated expenditure for the parish of
St. Michael for the current parochial year, that is
1947-48, is $663,520.24. It is to be noted that this
amount includes retrospective pay and also cost
of living bonus.”’

He makes the total amount $66,783.07. Now
the honourable senior member for St. Michael says
that the trade tax in respect of people who own motor
cars has gone up and that seems to be the onlv state-
ment of fact that was made throughout the debate.
That tax has gone up and T erave the permission of
the House to point out how it has gone up. This was
a personal statement which affected the hononrable
member. No returns are sent with regard to hired
cars and from 1936 until 1940 the Vestry decided to
rate those who owned hired cars at $10 per month
or $120 a vear profit. When the War came down no
types or gasolene could be obtained and a petition was
vresented to the Vestry—this can be hacked up by the
honourable senior member for St.. Thomas who has
left his seat—and from 1941 to 1943 the rate was
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reduced to $5 a month or $60 a year profit. In 1944
the Vestry felt that the owners of these ears could
make a profit of $6 per month profit and rated them
accordingly. This year the Vestry considered that
tyres and gasolene can be obtained and they decided
to put back the rate at $10 per month profit. The
honourable senior member for St. Michael once said
that he can get $80 per month out of this business,
and he now bully rags and says that the tax has gone
up twiece as much as it was last year. There is no
truth in that; let the honourable member use his
judgment if he has any. The increase in taxes for this
year is 19% and everybody’s taxes have been increas-
ed—not the honourable member’s taxes alone. The
honourable member should have calculated—it would
be dimpossible for his taxes to be doubled this
year. Will not the honourable member
use his own commonsense and stop having to play
second fiddle to people?

I will now deal with the honouriable senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph; I do not want to misquote him
and I will therefore refer to my notes. The honour-
able member said that on receiving lus tax bill, the
amount of which had increased, he became a bit
worried and he knew how people in the lower in-
come brackets took it. When the value of the hon-
ourable member’s house went down, the taxes were
lowered. I am not making statements in this House
just for the purpose of getting publicity and notori-
ety. (Cheers). In 1946 the honourable member’s
parochial tax was $48 and this year it was $37 the
reason being that the valuation of his house went
down. The honourable member as Leader of the
House must not merely get on the floor of the House
and try to bully people. Honourable members will
know from experience that the fixing of taxes is a
matter for the assessor, and the honourable senior
member for St. Joseph will know that an increase
of 1.9% or even 2% could not cause the taxes to be
so much greater. The honourable junior _member
for the City has said that he cannct pay his taxes;
it is true that thle amount of his bill has gone up.
As g result of the assessment made, the value of the
honourable member’s house hag gone up, and if the
assessor has given an inereased valuation the Vestry
have no alternative than to increase the rate. An-
other point is this: no one could pass over lightly
the statement that $1,000 was paid for a few schutes
and swings without letting this House know some-
thing of the facts. I happened to be the chief Execu-
tive Officer of the Vestry in 194%6-47, and what could
point more to reckless spending during my adminis-
tration than that statement? If you will permit
me, Sir, to explain further, any work which was done
by the Vestry was done after estimates have
been submitted to them. I have jn my hand a state-
ment signed by the Clerk of the Vestry and
T am bhappy to say that it disproves those vicious,
worthless, reckless and malicious statements which
have been made from the floor of this House. I
say, fully conscious of my responsibility, that reck-
less and malicious misstatements have been made
just to hold certain people up to ridicule. Despite
what honourable members on that side of the Table
have to say, I will continue to be popular with the
people of the parish. (Cheers).

‘Mr. SPEAKER: T ask the honourable member
to confine his remarks to thig question of over-expen-
diture.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I have here a copy of the
Minutes of the meeting of the Queen’s Park Com-
mittee when it was agreed to provide these schutes
and swings. There is a vicious rumour going
around and the honourable senpior member for St.
Michael hais got confused as to what he has been
told to say and what he dare not refuse to say. The

honourable senior member for St. Joseph said
that as long as there ig no seeret commission being

paid he would be satisfied to listen to an explanation’

—let me ask: at my age and with the honour-
able member’s experience and opportunity who
should know more about paying secret commissions?
I have heard something outside e

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that I cannot let
the honourable member make that statement.

Mr, MOTTLEY: I submit to Your Honour'’s
ruling but thig is a statement of the honourable
senior member for St. Joseph—

Mr. ADAMS: 1 was very careful not to make
any reference to the honourable member. I do not
know whether he carried any responsibility for what
seems to be over-expenditure and I was very care-

ful not to say anything that would point to him.’

‘When the honourable miember makes a statement like
that, T must object to it.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 ask the honourable member
to withdraw that statement,

Mr. MOTTLEY : If I am not quoting the hon-
0}1rable member correctly it is a matter for the Offi-
cial reporter. The honourable member said that there
may be very good reasons for this over-expenidture and

as long as he was satisfied that there was no secret
commission being paid—

5/?Mr. ADAMS: How is that an aceusation against
you?
Mr. MOTTLEY: I am saying that any accusa-

tions against the Vestry includes me, and ag an Ex-
Vestrymen and in his position the honourable senior
for St. Joseph would know more about the payment
of secret commissions than I would.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has
no right to make a statement such ag that which he
has made and T ask him to withdraw it.

Mr. MOTTLEY: If that is your ruling, I will
most respectfully withdraw it. With regard to the
building at the Cemetery, the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Michael says that a little 2 x 4 building
at the Cemetery cost the parish a lot of money.
(Mr. Cox: It cost $3,400). I should like to let
this House know that this building is 24 x 17} ft.
with a concrete porch 12 x 9 ft. The building is con-
structed of solid stone with all the necessary sani-
tary equipment and furniture and the cost is $3,400,
which is $200 less than the estimate, Merely mak-

i‘lg a statement about this building without having

entered it to measure it or put the facts before the
House is not the duty of a responsible member.
Besides the $66,000 for the payment of Cost of Liv-
ing Bonus and retrospective pay, there are several
other items to which I could draw the attention of
this House, are partly responsible for the increase
in taxes before we actually come to vote on the
matter, Mr. Speaker, there are many other things
which have caused an increase in taxation for the
year 1947-48,

Mr. SPEAKER: T rule that that does not come
into the matter at all. There could not be any over-
‘expenditure in the year ahead.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Every honourable -member
who spoke on this matter attributed the increased
taxation to the over-expenditure, and it is my duty
to show on the part of the Vestry just reasons why
this Bill should be passed. Again it is not true to
say that this increased estimafled expenditure of
$140,000 approximately for this year is in any wayv
connected with the over-expenditure last year.
THerefore 1 am bound to satisfy honourable mem-
bers that thig increase is due 1o certain other reasons.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that you have already
said that the over-expenditure is only $4,000 there-




8]

Tewspaper

JULY.

1, 1497 U5

m—

o —

fore any question of increased expenditure this year
could not affect that at all.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I think that honourable
members should know that owing to the increase by
the Vestry of parochial pensiong from 7s. to 10s. per
month, the increase in the number of scholarships—

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that the hon-
ourable member should spedk on that point. the

. over-expenditure ig only $4,000, not $54,000.

Mr. MOTTLEY : 1 should like to say that those
honourable members who spoke §o strongly against
thigs Bill gave ds their reasons that there has beem
this over-expenditure. At the office of the
Board of Guardidns they are bound by statute
to be givei a eopy of the Hstimates for 1947—48.
That will show that the amount estimated to be
spent under Poor Relief is over $50,000 in excess of
list vear’s. The honourable senior member for St.
Joseph says that he does not know if this house
which was purchased in Black Rock was rotten or
not, but the parish of St. Michael could have saved
that money by applying to the Government for the
land, I should like to clear up that point because no
one in this colony should have more interest in
this matter than the honourable member and
if he knew that the Government were willing
to give thig land, he could have seen about
that. Let me say for the information of the
honourable member that the Vestry of St. Michael
have not bought this place; an anonymous benefagtor
has purchased it and given it to the parish. Itis a
fact that in this vieinity——the honourable member
ag 3 member of the Housing Board and he knows that
£200 per acre -was paid for land there. There are
people who know eéverything and I must make the
facts clear. Before the War £200 per acre was paid
for this land, and the Vestry agreed to take eight
acres of the land together with the house for the sum
of £5,000. I feel that T have been able by the
Auditor’s statement, which I do not believe anybody
would challenge, to prove the falsity of the statement,
that $54,000 has been over-spent. There is one

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think that this has
anything to do with the debate.

Mr. MOTTLEY: The newspaper reports, es-
pecially those which seem to be taken from——_— _

Mr. SPEAKER: You are not now Qeahng with
newspaper reports: you are dealing with whether
the House agree to the 'second reading of this B
or not. .

Mr MOTTLEY : But the various speakers actu-
ally mentioned that this amount of over-expenditure

_was published in the newspapers and that is why I

mentioned the mewspaper reports. ) )

Mr. SPEAKER: That was a question of saylng
that there had been over-expenditure or careless
expenditure.

Mr, MOTTLEY: I do not think that I have
much more to say in this matter, but there is nothing
which has been done behind closed doors. It has
struck me that there is a statement which has been
made in connection with the Vestry of St. Michael
and which will do mueh harm if it is not vorrected;
it is the statement of the homourable semior member
for St. Michael that the parish is in a state of bank-
ruptey. At the end

Mr. SPEAKER: You can cnly debate what the
honourable member has said if that ig sufficlent
ground to refuse the second reading of this Bill.
What the honourable member said has nothing to
do with the matter before the House.

Mr. MOTTLEY: The honourable member has
made statements in this House to the effect that "the

conditiong at the Vestry are so bad, that they are
actually in a‘state of bankruptey and that the Vestry
have to go around to get people to pay thewr
Taxes 'S¢ as to raise money to pay salaries.
Well, it must be presumed that at the end of the
financial year there was no money and the Legislature
gave permission to the Vestry to borrow £9,000 to
pay salaries and other expenses ¢f the parish. When
you take that money at the end of March and pay
salaries in April, how else can you pay salaries in the
month of May'if you do not ask people whose taxes
are due to pay them within 21 days? That must
happen until steps are taken to allow the Vestry
to borrow 'more than £9,000. There ig one last state-
ment which I should like to put in; it is a statement
wiich must in one way or another carry some weight -
ag to the voting on the second reading of this Ball.
This statement has been signed by the Imspector of
Poor and it has been taken from the statisties relating
to Poor Relief and it is a statement which’is annually
given to the Chief Medical Officer of this eolony for
the benefit of 'the Government. I am putting in
these statements to show if there was any niismanage-
ment or not because one honourable member, the
honourable senior member for St. Michael, sayg that
God only knows what the Vestry has to show for
this money. I observe for the benefit of this House
that' the number of persong relieved ig shown in the
statement—a statement which honourable members
can see if they want to do so. The expenditure on
Poor Relief for 1945—46 as against that for 1946—47
is shown and I bave much pleasure in putting in this
documentary evidence. There has been a tremen-
dous increage in the number of persons who are given
relief from time to time, and an administrative body
such as the Vestry can do no better, more especially
in these days,’'than to follow in some instances the
policy of this Labour Government in handling the
poor. People who draw pensions have been inereased
by 50% or 100% ; the rpoor people receive 3s. and 4s.
a week and children 1/6 a week. No fault can be
attributed either to the Vestry or the Board of
Guardians; daring the year the priees of commod-
ities like milk and rice went up. Milk went from 9e.
to 11c. per pint and rice went to 6¢. per pint. We
hear it stressed so often that you should not over:
spend; let me tell this House that there were 500
people in an institution—thig happened during my
term of office—and you could not get one iota from
the merchants in Bridgetown and representations
had to be made to the Control Board so as to be ablle
to feed *the people. The honourable senior member
for St. Joseph knows this; it is no fault of mine.
Under the present set-up you are allowed to lay a
a special rate if you find that you have exceeded your
estimates for Poor Relief. The Vestry knew well
enough that they were exceeding their estimateg for
Poor Relief and they had the right to lay a fresh
rate as'in the case of sanitation; but to send out tax
bills to 17,000 people the amount of stationery, ete.,
required would have cost about $2,000 in order to
raise $4,095.53 which ‘hag been over-expended. If
you look at the genera] expenditure you are bound
to make up for it. What would be the point, because
you are over-spending, of laying a speeial rate and
taxing the people of this parish to make up for the
over-expenditure when you have the money there
under other Heads? As regards the question of

unpaid vouchers, of course you must have
unpaid vouchers, If at the 24th of March,
Mr. ““A’ goes out of office as Churchwarden

and’hands over to Mr. ““B” and there is an amount
of -about $20,000 which has not heen paid, you must
have unvaid vouchers which the in-coming Church-
these matters, not merely to get up with the usua
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members to be honest and to take some interest in
claptra

Mr, SPEAKER: The honourable member must
stick to the point.

Mr. MOTTLEY : I take it that I have exhausted
the patience of honourable members and that they
are feeling that it is now late and they want to
decide one way or the other in this matter. Your
Honour hag suggested that this Bill should be referred
to a Select ‘Committee but I say with all due defer-
ence to you and to this House that no useful purpose
can be served by doing that. You can have a Com-
mission of Enquiry if you like to do so. Sometimes
I wonder what weuld really happen to those honour-
able members who have the temerity to offer opposi-
tion—I really wonder what would happen if
absolute power is given to those honourable members
on that side of the Table. What will really happen if
they can get down so low as to oppose people because
they do not agree to be ‘‘yes-men” for them? There
are some people whose bodies are being elevated
but it seems difficult for them to keep their minds
from the mud and mire.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think that the hon-
ourable member is using any arguments as to the
merits of the Bill.

Mr. MOTTLEY: In order to defend the cause
of the Vestry, I have to defend my own cause. I am
wondering now if, despite all that was said, honour-
able members will agree that the facts are as I have
presented them. I have taken time off to get the
Auditor’s statement in order to present those facts,
This Bill has been on the Order Paper since the time
of the late honourable junior member for the City,
Mr. Peirce. 1 view with apprehension the fact that
the honourable senior member for St. Thomas, who
knows as much about this matter as I do, has absented
pimself from the House now that the matter is being
discussed. A man should either stand or fall by his
convietions. Why has the honourable member left
the House? He dare not vote against his Party. I
have his Report which he has signed. T say: let hon-
ourable members vote as they like to-day on the merits
of thig Bill and not against an individual. You hear
that the Vestry have squandered money and you see
to-day that the position is not as you have heard. This
falsity that $54,000 has been over-spent has been
hatched in the mind of some wicked person. It is a
question for honourable members to decide as to
whether or not it is necessary to have this Food Cen-
tre; whether these people should be allowed to stay
out in the weather or whether they should be placed
in a proper dining hall with proper tables, ete., where
children from the various schools in the parish ean
get a hot meal. If honourable members have the eour-
age to vote against this Bill now that all the facts
have been put before them, it is only because they
want to do something that will hold one man up to
ridieule. T conclude by saying that T am mindful of
the words of a great author: ¢‘Since right is right
and God is God, then right the day must win.”” I
challenge any honourable member to vote against this
Bill. (Loud and prolonged cheers.)

Mr. MAPP: 1 have heard much clever talk on
this motion but certain honourable members seem to
want to hear more, and I will add something to the
debate. I have heard many personal allegations made
this afternoon and I have heard a big defence. I do
not know how much thege schutes and swings cost. T
do not know whether after I have concluded my re-
marks it can be hurled at me that I have been per-
sona). n more than one occasion I have critieised
the present parochial administration of this island,
I say that it is obsolete ; I say that the expenditure by
parochial bodies on social measures should be 300 per
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cent, over-expenditure if justice is to be done. None

cf us would be against over-expenditure such as that-

for the simple reason that there ig too much under-
expenditure by these parochial Bodies; but the gist
of our contention ig that the position here reveals
gross mismanagement angd inefficlency. The honoura-
ble member who has just sat down has said that in
order to defend the Vestry he has to defend himself.
The honourable member from his sick bed enquired
whether no one could defend him on this cccasion

Mr. SPEAXKER: Is the honourable member
showing that there has been over-expenditure ¢

Mr. MAPP: Yes, Sir; I will show that in this
Vestry there has been gross mismanagement. With
regard to the property which was bought for the Chil
dren’s Home, I am asking if it is not a fact that the
Vestry appointed three appraisers. I will name them
—Messrs. Herbert Williams, C. R, Armstrong and
H. W. Clarke. They recommended that the property,

should be bought for £2,800 and it is worth £2,800..

The honourable senior member for the City has said
that the Vestry did not buy the property for £5,000
but a benefactor has bought it.

Mr. MOTTLEY : I said that and I can clarify
it. The anonymous benefactor was present, saw thisg
place and ecarried his own valuers there.

Mr, MAPP: That explanation is a remarkable
one. Here it is that the Vestry appointed three ap-
praisers; they are spending money to the best of the
people’s interest, they appointed these appraisers whe
recommended that the property be bought for £2,800
and they are saying that this benefactor earried his
own appraisers to value it behind them. The honour-
able member has not yet told us what the benefactor’s
appraisers recommended. I am saying that the posi-
tion reveals gross mismanagement, a state of affairs
which is extremely bad. I do not think that we should
be called upon to give authority to the Vestry to raise
farther loans until matters have been cleared up. All
the explanations which have been made may sound
extremely good and lucid, and there may be a per-
sonal appeal in them but they do not satisfy us. I
repeat that none of us would be against any over-
expenditure by the Vestries in connection with social

measures, but it must be done properly. They
spend too little on soeial measures. One hears
that the persons whom the honourable wmem-

ber is- now defending say that they did not
know how the over-expenditure -was eaused and
that the honourable member had fo come out of bed
agd say, ‘‘You know how it was caused and you did
not defend me. You agree to the rates and when the
Churchwarden is absent you make these attacks.”
The whole position reveals mismanagement on the part
of the Vestry, not the honourable senior member for
the City. We have not indulged in any personal alle-
gations. I say that matters in connection with the
Vestry will have to be made clear before I can agree
to give them the authority to raise this loan.

Mr. FOSTER: Advantage is being taken of this
Bill. This is a petition from a responsible body—the
Vestry of St. Michael—elected by the taxpayers, and
whether my Party votes for this Bill or not, T am
prepared to vote for it. (Cheers.) Although my
Party wants a Commission of Enquiry T am support-
ing this Bill. T am a Vestryman of 25 years’ standing
and I would rather resign my seat before I turn
down this Bill.

Mr. GALE: Very often out of evil cometh
good. I should like to say that several honourable
members have a habit of getting to their feet and
making reckless and unfair statements about men,
matters and. institutions. I am very pleased to see
to-day that the accusations which have been hurled
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at the Vestry of St. Michael last Tuesday have been
answered vy thne honourable senlor memper 1or e
vity. hiveryone of them has been answerea m a
masterly manner and to the satisfaction or any rair-
minded person. 1f we had a jury sitting here to-day
and they heard the answers which the nonourabis
senior member for the City gave to the accusations
about over-expenditure and waste of money—If they
were fair-minded men they could only return one
verdict and that is that the accusations were abso-
lutely unjustitied and unfounded. The honourable
senior member for the City has given a full and un-
qualified explanation of everything. As far as the
question of taxes going up is concerned, we have
people in this colony who go around and say: ‘‘Pay
people more money, pay everybody more money’’ and
how can you pay people more money if you do not
tax people more? *‘The Government is paying more
and the Vestry should pay more” is the cry on every
side, but how are the Vestry to pay more if they do not
increase the rates? If expenditure gues up you have
to pay higher wages. You will find that people will
preach that this thing should be done and that thing
should be done, but when hey have to pull their
pockets they raise objections.

Mr. RAMSAY: I should like to approach this
question in a calm attitude and I am saying what my
mind tells me to say. Quite a lot has been said in
connection with this matter and it has done a lot of
good. It is said that if you want to catch bees, you
have to clear the atmosphere and I hope that things
have been said which will clear the atmosphere. I
think that the honourable junior member for St. An-
drew has struck the eorrect chord. A responsible Body
such as the Vestry have sent this petition to this
House. The over-expenditure is nothing to do with
this Bill. What we have to decide is whether or not
we are going to allow the Vestry to raise this loan to
do what they have set out to do. They say that they
want to purchase this building for a certain amount
of money ; they want to provide for a Food Centre so
as to feed the poor people of the parish and, it looks
to me, the poor people of the island beecause I know
that they feed people from all over the island in
Bridgetown. I know that people come from all over
the island and live and pilfer in Bridgetown. We
have to feed them because they are in dire need. 1
say these things because when we start to get hot we
leave out the salient points. As regards the conten-
tion between the honourable senior member for St.
Michael and the honourable senior member for the
City, that is nothing to do with this Bill. You know,
Mr. Speaker, that the price of everything has gon®
up and the only people who do not overspend are
those who do not intend to spend. Every Church-
warden who is progressive-minded and progressive in
outlook has to overspend (Cheers). Sometimes a
Churchwarden thinks that he is saving money but he
cnly multiplies by three the work of the next Church-
warden.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that that has
anything to do with this Bill.

Mr. RAMSAY: T see that, Mr. Speaker; that is
by the way. I do not think that we should do any-
thing to prevent this Bill from being passed and we
should do everything possible to have a full enquiry
made into the state of affairs. His Excellency the
Governor should be called upon to institute such a
Commission of Enquiry as has never existed and if
necessary lock up some people. I shall vote for this
Bill because we want to accommodate the Sanitary
_Board. We have the nurses and the inspectors who
o around and look after the health of the people.
There are those who see that good milk is obtained
for the school children. We eannot be progressive
in outlook on one side and not on the other. Where-
ever there is much smoke there must be some fire.
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Do not let anybody believe that the Vestry are, like
Uaesar’s wite, above suspicion. I have been associated
witi vestries and L know that very often a Chureh-
warden may have to correct somevody who 1s woOIs-
g ror mm and if he smells the fire he has to run
Irom 1t so as to save his face. I say: let the Com-
migsion of Enquiry be set up but vote for thig 81l to-
day. if you put it off for six months you are only
withholding these amenities from the people. I am
a taxpayer and I never pay as much taxation as I
woula like to pay. 1 know that certain assessors
lower the rates in certain cases; that is politics. How-
ever, I want to admonish honourable members to
leave out this personal atmosphere; we are human
beings and certain honourable members will have -
something to say about certain other honourable *
members. I am inducing and admonishing you gen-
tlemen to leave out the personal atmosphere, leave out
the political end of it and vote for this Bill and allow
the Vestry to raise this money. *

Mr. CRAWFORD rose to speak.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has
already spoken; 1 draw your attention to Rule 142,

Mr. CRAWHOKD: 1 spoke on_the motion for
adjournment of the House. 1 did not make or second
the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER:
on now?

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am speaking on the motion
for the second reading of the Bill. X

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member may
go on; I thought that you had moved the adjourn-
ment of the House.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Despite the able manner in
which the honourable senior member for the City has
vindicated himself, no one would be bold enough as
to elaim that everything is well with the St. Michael’s
Vestry. My particular complaint against this Vestry
which is asking us to give them permission to raise
this money is that, for the greater part, the people
who are its members are some of the most reaction-
ary people in this colony, and as such they cannot

‘What are you going to speak

always be expected to sympathise with the needs of

the working classes of this colony.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is that any reason for not
giving them permission to raise this loan to purchase
this property ?

Mr. CRAWFORD: I have mnever said that.
Apart from the fact that they are reactionary in out-
look, they are always very rich people. Probably be-
cause they are reactionary they arve rich or vice versa.
therefore it is all the more amazing that people who
are both riech and reactionary should be asking us
today to allow them to raise money to provide this
Food Centre for the poor people, and people who
profess to represent the working classes are opposing
this request. Sir, if the rich, reactionary people who
comprise the St. Michael’'s Vestry aliow themselves
to be so completely in sympathy with the working
classes, there is all the more reason why the people
who profess to be the representatives of the working
classes should be more than willing to support a
motion such as this which has as its object the pro-
tection of the interests of the poor classes in this
community. It seems to me that for reasons which
are absolutely nothing at all to do with the principle
of the Bill, the time of this House has been taken up
for the last two meetings by people who are only

“desirous of casting aspersions at other people,

Mr. SPEAKER: I have tried to ston honour-
able members when they got personal. The qgues-
tion of personality has been underlying this whole
debate and T again ask honourable members to stop
beine personal.

Mr. CRAWFORD: T am only giving gratnitous
advice which, if followed, would be of benefit for
the future. If we kaep to the principle involved
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and leave out personalities we will get on. If the
honourable gemor membér for St Michael tried to
get in the Vestry and failed to do so, his grievance

15 lagainst the ratepayers of St. Michael, not against,

the Vestry. His grievance is to accuse the rate-
payers of not seeing what is best in a man, not to
accuse the Vestry of inefficiency or misconduet in
this House. We have devoted no less than six hours
to the consideration of this Bill, and most of the
time has been spent in making allegations which
have been proved to be unfounded. What reaily
brought me to my feet is this; on the last occasion
the honourable junior member for the City said
and emphasized in the course of his remarks that
he hoped that I would exert my influence and
weight to see that this Commission of Enquiry is
appointed. Frankly, I wag ammzed at the attitude
of the honourable member. I had previously asso-
ciated him in my mind with the sort of imipartial
.person who is willing to hear both sides of the story
—both the prosecution and the defence—before he
jumps to any conclusion. I was amazed to see him—

Mr. LEWIS: Members of this very Vestry,
"including the honourable junior member for St. Mich-
ael, took part in a recent debatie in connection with
the Hospital and accused the Board of reckless ex-
penditure without having full knowledge of the facts.

Mr. GALE: T object to that statement; I never
did anything of the kind. .

Mr. CRAWFORD: T ain not a member of the
Vestry, and even if stich statements were made, I
do not see why I should be singled out and asked to
exert my influence in gétting this Commission of
Enquiry set up. There is no reason why people
shiould allow their phassion to warp their judgment.
~'What we have heard in this Chamber to-day is such
as to make the accusers hang their heads in shame
if they have any sense of what is principle and what
'i$ not. Perhaps the honourable senior member for
_the City might be well advised to make his defence
‘to a wider audience. T should like to say this; it
is most unsatisfactory that the senior members of
:this Chamber—people who by reason of the length
of time they were in this Chamber are entitled in
some respects to be regarded as elder statesmen—
will associate themselves with ill-founded accusa-
tions which are made by people who ought to know
better. If that continues, we will never get any-
thing done. The honourable senior member for the
City has shown that the over-expenditure is only
$4.000 ; the honourable senior member for St. Michael
says that it is $40,000—

Mr. COX: The honourable member cannot
speak the truth even sometimes. T never said that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: He said $54,000. When
people like thé honourable séenior member for St.
Michael come up against so many figures they get
lost; they cannot follow them and 5,000 and 500,000
look the same way to them. It is only & waste of
time to put certain figurés before certain people
when they are incapable of dealing with them.
~ Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable senior mem-
ber for the City gave some reasons for having the Bill
pgssed, but you are not now giving any reasons at
all,

Mr. CRAWFORD: T am supporting this Bill
and I am voicing my protést against having been
kept here until this late hour unnecessarily. The
people to whom this chastisement has been admin-
istered by the honourable sénior member for thé
City should see to it that they never aghin hold
themselves up to such ridieule. and that in future
tHev will try to justify any allegations before they
make them,

Mr. GARNER: T was loath to sav anvthing on
this matter because I can see from what I read in

the Press that from start to finish it ig only & politi-
cal issue. I am voting for this Biil because the
principle is a good one. We have a so-called Labour
Government in power and what do we find?
find that the Leader of the House has allowed him-

self to be swayed by somebody who has no knowledgg_ ,

¢f what is going on in this island.

Mr SPEAKER: The honourable member must
not be personal.

Mr. GARNER: I am not being personal; I am
saying that it would have been a laudable thing if
the Labour Government had commended the Vestry
on having brought forward this Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: What has that got to do with
the prineiple of the Bill?

Mr. GARNER: It is the desire of the Vestry
of St. Michael to acquire this property so that the
poor people can be fled there and that is a very
laudable object indeed. There are those who dre
putting whatever interpretation they like on it. I
think that when the people are sending their repre-
sentatives to this House, they should see whether
they are getting the shadow or the substance. When
this Bill was brought here by the lafie honourable
junior member for the City, Mr Peirce, it was a
very ldudable Bill and now because it is id thie n&meé
of the honourable senior member for the City, it is.
rot laudable. It was very latudable then but becatise
of personal prejudice it is not laudable to-day. I
feel very elated to see how the honourable senior
member for the City has vindicated his character
to-day. The honourable member has been return:=
ed at the head of the poll on many occasions, ard
this will entitle him to be returned in even larger
numhbers in the future.

MEMBERS: Question?

Mr. SPEAKER: A motion has been made that
this Bill be now read a second time. An amend-
ment has been moved that thic Bill be read this day
six months. The question is that the words proposéd
to be deleted stand part of the motion. Honourable
members in favour of that will please say ‘‘Aye”’,
those against will please say ‘‘No’’. I think the
““ Ayes’’ have it.

A division was taken ag follows:—

Ayes :Dr. WiLsoN, Messrs. Ramsay, BRANCKER,
FostEr, BLAckMAN, Crawrorp, (ARNER, TaLMA,
MorrrEy, HAYN®ES, GaLk, S. A. Waucorr, WILKIN-
soN, and WaARD.—14.

Noes: Messrs Luwis, F. L. Warncott, Cox, Marp,
¥nd ApamMs—5, .
Mr. SPEAKER: Thé question hag been

resolved in the affirmative, fourteen honourable mem-
bers voting “‘Ayé’’ and five honourable members
voting ‘“No’’. ‘

The second reading was passed,

THE ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ADAMS: 1In view of the lateness of the
hour, I think that we should adjourn at this stage.
T have other législative business to do and I have an
appointment for six o’clock. I hope ’ghat when
honourable memberg are placed in a position similar
to that in which I am placed thiy afterndon, they
will not expect me to agree to an early @djournment
as T have had to do thig session. TIf honotrable mem-
bers are in agreement I suggest that the Order

Paper remain as it is. I beg to move that this House.

do now adjourn to this day week, the 8th day of
July. 1947, at twelve o’clock noon.
Mr. COX: T beg to second tHat. .
Mr. LEWIS: Speaking on the motion of the
adjournment of the House, I should like to know
whether the documents which have been put in to-

We
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day in counection with thig Bill which we were Just
considering will be printed and circulated.

Mr, SPEAKER: They are documents which
belong to the House.

Mr. LEWIS: In view of the interest display-
&4 in these documents, if there is no law against
%ﬁg it, I am suggesting that it would be a good
thing to bave them printed and circulated.

The question that this House do now adjourn
to this day week, the 8th day of July, 1947, at twelve
o’clock noon wasg put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Mr. SPEAKER accordingly adjourned the
House to Tuesday next, the 8th day of July, 1947,
at twelve o’cloek noon.






