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House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT). 

r HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 1st July, 1947. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem- 

bly met a t  12 o'clock, noon, to-day. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. G. B. E~ELYN (&peaker), Mr. 
J. T. C. RAM~AY (Chaiman of Committees), 
Dr. J. A. LE V. WILSOB, Messm. M. E. COX, D. A. 
FOSTER, E. G. MAPP, H. W. S P ~ Q E R ,  M.A., G. H. 
ADAMS, B.A., H. D. BLACKMAN, D. D. GARNER, E. D. 
MOTTLEY, J. A. HAYNES, B.A., V. C. GALE, S. A. W& 
oon;  and E. L. WARD. 

PRAYERS AND MINUTES. 

Prayers are read and the Minutes of the meet- 
' ing which was held on the 24th June, 1947, having 
been circulated are taken as read and confirmed. 

MESSAGES FROM T H E  LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received from the Honour- 
able the Legislative Council two Measages (1) return- 
ing the Bill intituled an  Act to amend the Educatirpn 
(Amendment) Act, 1943 (1943-3) with amendments 
and (2) returning the Bill intituled an Act to es- 
t, blkh a Department of Medioal Services for this 9 Ts and with amendments. 

PAPERS LAID 

Mr ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour 
to lay on the Table of the House the following 
Papers :- 

- Statement of advances to the Colonia' Postmaster 
I for the payment of Money Orders to the 31st of May, 

I 
- '947. 

Report by Dr. C. Y. Shephard, Ph.D., B.Sc. 
. (Econ.) on the Sugar Industry of Barbados. 

* 
NOTICES. 

@ Government Notices are given as follows :- 
.& , Mr. ADAMS: Resoluti6n to place the sum of 

E5,000 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee for the p u r p w  of making a loan to the 

6 Barbados Cricket Association (Inc.). towards the 
yebuilding of the pavilions at  Kensington Oval. 

. W  * .  * 

Mr. BLACKMAN (On behalf of MA-. Crawford) : 
Kesolution to place the sum of £3,000 a t  the dispasal 6 
~f the Governor-in-Fkecutive Commitbe to meet the 
:ost of a survey in connection with thc construction 
)r" a deep water harbour. 

Mr. BLACKMAN : Resolution to place the sum 
~f i477 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee for services required at the Rum Bond 
in the Public Market. 

Mr. SMITH entem the House and bakes his seat. 
Mr. SPRINGER: Resolution to approve the 

the Regulations made by the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee under section 5 of the Fiahing Industry 
Control Act, 1947 (1947-4). 

Mr. B L c A C K W :  Resolution to provide that 
from the 15th July, 1947, the airmail postage on 
postcards, no1 'exceeding the maximum size of 6" X 4", 
addressed to any destination set out  in Column one 
of the Schedule hereto shall be at the rate set out 
immediately opposite such dest iqt ion in Column 
two thereof. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: Resolution to provide that 
from the 15th July, 1947, the postage on the special 
air letter forms provided for that purpose addressed 
to any destination set out in Column one of the 
Schedule hereto shall be a t  the rate set out immedi- 
ately opposite such destination in Column two there- 
of. 

Mr. ADAMS: Bill to settle the rates of income 
tax for the year 1947 and to make provisions for cer- 
tain other matters in connection with the levying 
of the said tax. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT enters the House and takes 
his seat. 

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the 
House into Committee of Supply at its next meetr 
ing to consider the mong. Resolutions of which 
notice has just been given. 

Mr. COX gives notices of the following 
.Address :- 

The House of Assernbb 
To 

H& ExceZZe*ccy the GWWW 

I n  view of the grave dissatisfaction existing 
amongst the ratepayers of the Parish of St. Michael 
caused by the substantial increase in the rates for 
this year as a result of the over-expentfiture by last 
;vear's Vestry, the Rouse of Aswmblv respectfully 
request Your Excellencv to take immediate steps to 
W+ ux, a Commission of enauirv to nrobe into the 
aforesaid over-expenditure and to con side^ and meke 
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rtcommendations concerning the method of adminis- 
tering the finance of the Vestry and other l'ariicr~la~ 
Ijoards. 

Messrs. WKLKINSON and BRANCKER enter the 
House and take their seats. 

Mr. BRANCKER: To ellqulre of the senior 
member of the Executive Connulttee present .at the 
next meeting of this House :- 

Whether Government is aware of the absence of 
any modern sanitary conreinenLts ilrrallable to per- 
jons summoned to attend the various Courts in thls 
Island P 

2. Whether Government without unnecesaarj. 
delay will take adequate steps to remedy this incon- 
venience ? 

Mr. MOTTLEY: To enquire of the senior mew- 
ber of lthe Executive Committee present at the next 
meeting of the House of Assembly :- 

l. Have any of the Government Pensioners for 
whom a Cost of Living Bonus was asked for by the 
House of Assembly a couple of months ago died 
since the Address on their behalf pa-sed the EIonse! 

2. Will the Government take the necessary steps 
tc, ensure that Legislation to provide relief for the 
Government Pensioners be brought before the House 
-of Assembly for ik consideration without delay? 

Messrs. LEWIS and CRAWFORD enter the House 
and take their seats. 

BILL RXAD A FIRST TIME. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Nr. 
SPRINGER, a Bill to settle the rates of income tax 
for the year 1947 and to make provision for certain 
other matters in connection with the levying of the 
said tax is read a fir& time. 

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 AND 89. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I ask leave to 
move the suspension of Rules 88 and 89 to enable 
the House to deal with Order No. 2 as the first Orcler 
of the Day. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber is granted leave to proceed. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to mave that Rules 88 and 
89 be suspended in order that the House 111v talw 
Order NO. 2 the first Order of thf Diay. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to second that. 
The question that Rules 88 and 89 be suspended 

is put and resolved in the affirmative without divis- 
ion. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Order No. 2 
bc. taken as the first Order of the Day. 

Mr. RBMSAY: I beg to second that. 
The question that Order No. 2 be taken as the 

first Order of the Day is put and resolved in the 
affirmative without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The first Order is to resume 
Committee of Supply to consider the gllant of sums 
of money for the service of the Government. 

Mr. SPEAKEX leaves the Chair and the House 
resumes Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY being in 

subsidizing the commodities mentioned in the Sch.x,- 
ule to that resolnuon and (B) to provide for the 
>ubsidization of f lour ,  salt fish and salt pork from 
the 1st July to the 30th September, 1947, a t  a cost 
)f 255,219, in ordtr that the prices of these com- 
u,ou~ties may be stabilized at such prices as may ue 
~ ~ x e d  by the C'ompetent Authority. There have 
b ~ e n  circulated among honourable members fig- 
ures similar to those which were circulated 
in Aprll and, before that, in  January as to 
bhe mplications of this resolution and there its 
uot much I can say except to remlnd honourable 
members of the decision of the Government on the 
30th April, 1947, when we passed kesolution NO. 48 
which was t o  provide £50,160 to subsidize the corn- 
aiodities mentioned in the schedule to that resolution. 
There is a deficit of S815 and this Resdution seeks 
L O  provide that sum of 5815 to meet the cost of sub- 
;id~zing the commodities s& out in the schedule to 
.he resolution of the 30th April this year. It is pro- 
posed also to continue the subsidizetion of flour, salt 
ish and salt pork from the 1st July to the 30th Sep- 
tember at  a colslt of S55,219 in order that these com- 
uochties may be stabilized at  such prices as may be 
ixed by the Competent Authority. Honourable 
nembers have what I may call Statement B showing 
low the amount is arrived at. The estimated quan- 
ities of flour to arrive is 83,200 half bags. The 
:stimated subsidy per unit is $4.68 per half bag and! 
he estimated amount is £81,120. Honourable mem- 
ers have the figures for the other commodities-salt 
is11 and salt pork-which show a total of $110,458 
or a period of six months. The Government's pos- 
tion is this. The House was asyired three months 
igo that the whale question of subd!dization would 
)e considered by the 30th June in connection with 
he whole method-if I may use a general expression- 
)f running our finances as fa r  as the cost of living 
1s concerned. The Government came to a decision to 
10 that as speedily as possible but honourable mem- 
lers are aware that i t  takes time, especially if the 
fovernment wants to avoid even the possibility of 
;eeming to have interested pemsns employed in a 
natter of so grave importance to the life of the 
om.nunity. Professor Beasley has already started, 
md honourable Inembers have his interim report, with 
L fundamental beginning of the general fiscal survey 
.9 this colony. That is, so to speak, taking a long 
~ i e w  of the situation; we have to await that funda- 
nental financial investigation. But more than that. 
,Phe House will remember that the Government 
~ointed out that with the price of flour jumping about 
t was difficult to say until later in the year what 
he price of flour will be. The House agreed wikh, 
he Government by passing the Resolution covering 
3eriod of three months only. The cost of flour has 
teadily risen and while i t  was hoped that as a result 
>f the conference held in the United States, in  refer- 
‘rice to the West Indie? some relir; would have 
jeen obtained, there have been high prices still pre- 
railing and it appears that as fa r  as we are concerned 
10 decision, a t  any rate, has been reached in the 
?latter. We are still hopeful that when the new 
.rap of spring wheat is harvested about next month 
m September, prices will drop but the House is well 
lware-whether we are merchants or  not-that it is 

deal with Resolution No. 2 for the sum of ;E56,034 +o 
he placed a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee (A) to supplement resolution No. 48 of 
the 30th April, 1947, by £815 to meet the cost of 

A . 1 rnpossible to forecast with anything like aceur&. 
the Chair. I know that within the last day or two there has been 
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SWSIDIZATION OF CERTAIN CaIrMoDITIEs 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,-I propose t~ 
morning by looking-through all the <elegrams that 
have been received in connection with flour prices 4 
from April this year and i t  is remarkable how these .. j 

prices fluctuated. The Canadian price has varied l 

a drop but that, we are assured, is absolutely no 
indication that the price will not continue to be high 
or will not go back up. I refreshed m y  memory this 



between $14.95 per Canadian 'balr'l-which is twc 
half bags-CO $1.5.10. We had a cable on one day 
enowing that the price had dropped l 5  cents and the 
very next day, it increased 35 cents. I n  one ins~ance 
we had two quotations on the same day. When one 
sees a drop of 15 cents in  one day and an  increase oi 
35 cents within 24 hours afLer, one can readily real- 
ize that i t  is only guesswork as t o  what the prlce 15 

going to be until the next spring wheat, crop 1s reaped 
m another month or two. F'or those reasons, the 
Government has decided to come to the House with 
this Resolution for  the subsidization of these goods 
for only three months longer. It is unnecessary- 
and I hope i t  will be unnecessary cm the part of otner 
honourable members too-to rehash or even to refer 
to the reason which we gave for not including rice 
in the schedule. It is propwed, as honourable mem- 
bers will see, to remove charcoal, condensed milk 
and firewood from the schedule. Honourable mem- 
bers will see from Statement A which has been cir- 
culated among them, that the saving on those three 
items is not considerable but the pric@ will be main- 
tained, it is stated in  the addendum, as  fa r  as  possible 
a t  their present level through the Equalization Fund. 
There is nothing more I can usefully add at  the 
present stage. I am anxious to give honourable mem- 
b e r ~  any further information that they may ask for 
-if i t  is, of course, physically and humanly possible 
to do so but  as to why the Canadians should sell us 
flour a t  X dollars per half-bag is a question to which 
I cannot pmsibly reply. I ivould like now, Mr: 
Chairman, to remind honourable members that this 
is a matter of the greatest urgenq.  There is a ship 
at  present in the harbour with flour; there is a ship 
expected to-morrow with salt fish. Fhe warehouses, 
I am informed, are already overarowdrd and handling 
charges will have to be added if salt fish is taken from 
alongside and has to be brought in and put  in the 
warehouses. That will certainly cause an increase 
in  the price of salt fish and, as a result, we bhall have 
to pay more by way of subsidization if the handling 
charges are added. There is a further danger that 
some of this salt fish will be dumped if we do not 
pass this Resolution to-day. I say that, not by way 
of a scare because I am sure that no honourabl~ 
member would willingly want to hold up the Resolu- 
tion. I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairman,-Before you put 

the question I would like to ask the senior member 
for  St. Joseph a question in  mnneotion with the 
commodity, salt pork. I believe that these various 
grades of salt pork have already been explained to 
the House-I speak subjeot to correction-but I 
would like to know whether all these grades are 
bought by the poorer classes in  this community. 

Mr. ADAMS: According to my information. 
"Yes." Of course, the poorer classes generally buy 
neck bones and neck ribs which are priced a t  12 
cents per lb. respectively and as fa r  as can be judged 
from the shopkeepers7 reports, they buy more stom. 
achs, feet, ears, neck bones and neck ribs. than tails 
snouts and jowla. 

Mr. LEWIS : I thank the honourable member 
for the information. There is one remark that 
strikes me in connection with the introduction of this 
Resolution and i t  is the admission that the ware- 
houses are overcrowded. I accept that statement 
and am willing t a  agree to  this Resolution but I 
should like the honourable member to understand 
that it is definitely the feeling among people who 
I consider, should know something about the import- 
a t i m  of goods that  if we do not subsidize these items, 
the p r i m  will automatically fall. The people cn 

ne other side have these goods to ship and they 
aant to ship them to the West Indies. If the prices 
ire going to jeopardize the acceptance of those g~ds ,  
;hey are going to adjust them to suit and I hope that 
che Government, in extending the subsidizatlon for 
z further period, has that in mind and is conslderlng 
whether this subsidizatian 1s servmg the purpose Bor 
which it is intended. I am wilbng, as I say, to 
agree to t h y  Resolution because I have heard the 
reasons for it; the Government is expecting a n  alter- 
ation in  the market, as fa r  as supplies and prices are 
concerned, after the period covered by this Resolu- 
tion but I think that i n  the interim the Government 
should make a statement to this House that  it is 
considering whether this subsidleation is serving the 
purpose for which i t  is intended. Some honourable 
members will say that we are helping the poor but 
I shduld like to say that taxes inerease the cost of 
living and if the people have to pay taxes to sub- 
sidize these goods, they are merely paying for them 
in another way and the money x e  have in the Treas- 
ury should, I contend, be used for giving the people 
some of the amenities that they have been doing 
without for a long time. 

Mr. TWA enters the Houaa and takes his seat. 
Mr. S. A. W U O T T  : I consider that  we nave 

to continue subsidization but I think that  the case 
I argued the last time when this matter was before 
this H m e ,  namely, that flour .U over-subsidized, htw: 
been amply proved to-day. We have been told by 
the senior member for  St. Joseph that  he wart- 
houses are full to owrnowmg with tlour. 

Mr. &DAMS : I said that I am informed chat th6 
warehouses are overflowmg. For  all I know the; 
may be overflowing with beer, whisky or onlons. 

Mr. S .  A.  WALCOTT: I think it would be 
peculiar thing for them to be overflowing with 
onions; it would take all the onions on the other side 
to overflow our warehouses. I have gone about a m  
seen a lot of flour and I think that this Government 
should give a guarantee that more flour than is needed 
will not be imported. I see here that the estimated 
subsidy per unit is $4.68. Now, Sir, i n  May, it 
was $4.02, then i t  went to  $4.70 and it is now $4.68. 
I do not think that the Government should allow 
the subsidy on flour to get any higher .Do not mind 
the handliag charges in connection with salt fish; 
if the price of salt fish goes up, we should bs 
satisfied to pay it but the Government should not 
allow the subsidy per unit on flour to go any higher. 
The whole world is s d e r i n g  from a shortage of flour 
and I would like to know why i t  is that Barbados has 
an over-supply. It certainly looks to me as if we are 
patronizing some kind of black market to get this 
flour here. There h- been a deficit of £815 owing 
to the over-subsidization of flour and I certainly do 
not think that the Government should allow the sub- 
sidy on flour to go any higher. If we are to meet 
another deficit a t  the end of the next three months, 
1 would be quite satisfied if it is in connection with 
salt fish but not flour. 

MR. GARNER : Mr. Chairman,-To-day I shall 
be just as consistent as I was three months ago and 
1 am asking that rice be included in  this schedule. 
T am not going to deviate for one moment from that 
stand which I took last time because I think that every 
politician should be consistent if he is convinced that 
what he is thinking is right. I feel that the inclusion 
of rice is very necessary. We have thousands'and 
Yhousands of people out of work who cannot get their 
daily bread; there are no opportunitjes for them to 
work and rice is their staple food; glve them rice 2 -  
cheaply as possible if we intend to subsidize at  all. 
We must have a concrete policy if we are going to 
subsidize. Rice is the poor man% staple food. Thew 



is plenty uuemployment and if the ordinary man iu 
tne street can get a pint of vice to cook, his hunger 
wll be satisfied to a much greater extent than by any 
other meal. I am going to move that rice be added to 
this schedule to-day for more than one reason. When 
you think of it, something is wrong somewhere. Xot 
so very long ago we gave the merchants a chance to 
make a little money on sugar and what do we nrld 
to-day? We find that two big magnates are fleecing 
the people because they are selling sugar which they 
had in their warehouses two or three months ago at 
to-day's prices. I know what I am talking about. 
These magnates are making plenty moiley and if you 
want to do anything, put an excessive tax on them. 
'This Government must wake up  and do something. 
The cost of living is going up  every minute and 110- 

body is thinking about how these poor men are going 
to be helped. What are we going to do about i t ?  
Every month we are making the rich get richer. Two 
firms are making money out of this sugar question and 
we are sitting idly by and doing nothing to check it. 
I want to be consistent. I do not care whose corns 
I am stepping on. The Government must find the 
money to subsidize rice. There is plenty money in 
this place. You only got to seek for it. Ordinary 
commonsense tells you that if you make money you 
have money and there is plenty money in this island. 
I f  you are subsidizing, do not do i t  in this half- 
hearted manner. I beg to move that rice be included 
in  this schedule to-day. 

Mr. TALMA: I rise to second the motion of 
the junior member for St. Philip and, Sir, although 
I appreciate the scheme undertaken by government 
in respect of subsidization yet 1 feel that locally 
grown products-yams, potatoes, eddoes-which form 
the subject of an Address of which I gave notice lonq 
ago. should also be subsidized. I have been made to 
understand that most of these products are unavail- 
able to the hawker to-day. When I say "unavail- 
able" I do not mean that they cannot be obtained 
but they are not sold to the hawkers at  prices which 
will enable them to make a little p d t .  

The CHAIRMAN : Does the honourable member 
suggest that provisions are being sold a t  prices not 
in accordance with the law? 

Mr. TALMA: Not on that basis but a t  prices a t  
which the hawkers cannot buy them and make a profit. 
I say that despite the fact that we are trying to feed 
the hungry ones,-the Government has done that 
during the war years-yet foodstuffs that are grown 
locally are not being subsidized and the hawkers are 
being squeezed out of existence entirely. I n  any 
subsidization scheme, we should subsidize rice, yams, 
potatoes, eddoes and other products that are grown 
locally. The hawkers have a right to live. Let the 
ones that grow these products sell them on a profit- 
able basis, both to themselves and the hawkers. Order 
No. 27 under Private Members' Business which stand8 
in  my name deals with this question of subsidizing 
locally grown produch but it may never see the light 
of day before the session ends. With your per- 
mission, Sir, I shall read that Address. 

The CHAIRMAN: If the honourable member 
feels that locally grown foodstuffs should be sub- 
sidized he will be quite in order to make a motion 
to  that effect but I am not going to allow the reading 
of the Address to which he refers. 

Mr. TBLMB: I gave notice of that Address 
and the Executive Committee has completely ignored 
the terms of it. This is my only opportunity to bring 
those terms to its notice. 

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest to the honourable 
member that  that Address will be dealt with in tha 
ordinary course of business. The Chair will not 
allow it to be read a t  this stage. 

Mr. TALMA: With your guidance, Mr. Chsir- 
man, I beg to move that the words "locally grown 

vegetables and ground products" be added to this 
resolution. 

mr. GARNER: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS : I am going to issue an appeal to the 

senior member for Christ Church. I am going ta 
call this tp his attention and I hope that he will re- 
lize that I do so with the best intention. My knowledgi: 
as to the subsidization of locally grown foods is that 
you give the grower a remunerative price - 

Mr. TAL,'MB: If the honourable member had 
listened carefully he might have understood what I 
said or if he did not understand, he could have asked 
somebody else. I said that a profit should be made 
by the one who grows the products and that the ones 
who buy those products should be able to make a 
shilling as well. 

Mr. LEWIS:  1 heard the honourable member 
say that but my point is that a remunerative price 
and not a subsidized price should be fixed for the 
grower. The honourable member ie bemg inconsistent. 

Mr. TALMA : Does the honourable member un- 
derstand what "subsidization' means at  all? 

The CHAIRMAN : Would the senior member 
for Christ Church allow the junior member for the 
City to make his point? 

Mr. LEWIS:  I will sit and listen to him even 
as tedious as it is to do so. It is no use a member of 
this House saying that he is going to subsidize im- 
ported foodstuffs and locally grown food a t  the same 
time. 

Mr. TALMA : I s  i t  because the honourable mem- 
ber happens to be an  agent? 

The CHAIRMAN: I think the senior member 
for Christ Church is going beyond his bounds. Let 
the junior member for the City speak and then the 
honourable member can speak in reply. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I say that if a remunerative price 
is fixed for the grower, that will be an  inducement 
for him to grow foodstuffs. Are you going to sub- 
sidize praedial larceny which, I understand, is the 
cause of more foodstuffs not being grown locally? 
I n  addition, we cannot merely tell the Government 
to  go ahead and do these things without giving i t  
some assistance by way of a suggestion or suggestions. 
If the honourable member is willing to support the 
non-subsidization of flour, then growers will be given 
the incentive to assist themselves and the public. I 
feel that we should be sensible in the proposals we 
make. The honourable member has certainly not 
given serious consideration to his proposal that the 
C&vcrnment subsidize locally grown products and an 
unlimited importation of foreign goods a t  the same 
time. 

Mr. TALMA: The honourable member who 
has just sat down seems to think that he is the only 
one who seriously considers anything at  all. Let me 
tell him that flour is one of the essential foodstuffs; 
so are rice and vegetables-yams, potatoes, and eddoes. 
The Government does not consider these a t  all and 
I have an Address on the Order Paper dealing with 
them but it may never be considered before the ses- 
sion ends. The honourable member represents the City 
constituency and knows nothing about the growing 
of yams. eddoes and potatoes; all he does is to eat 
them. I am saying that the hawkers cannot buy 
these products on a basis whereby they can make a 
profit. I never for one moment thought that the 
aerson who grows them should not make a profit 
but the prices are such that the ones who want to 
bay cannot buy. The hawker is being squeeze4 out of 
existence ; the shopkeeper is making a little more profit 
as the result of selling these locally grown products 
but the hawker is dying. The honourable member 
rearesents the Citv and does not know what I am 
hlkinp about: mobably he never will. 1 am sayinrr 
that the subsidization of IocaIly grown products will 
help the ones who grow them as well as the ones who 



buy and distribute them to make a profit. The grow- 
ers are selling to-day at prices at which the hawkers 
cannot buy. The food of the people of Barbados 
does not consist of only flour and rice; it includes 
yams, potatoes and eddoes. Help, therefore, the ones 
who grow these products and the ones who buy them 
to sell again make a profit by subsidizing them. 

Mr. SPRINGER: There is only one point that 
attracted my attention during the speech of the 
senior member for Christ Church on which, I think 
in fairness to the parties concerned, I should make 
a few remarks. He said-if I understood him correct- 
ly-that the shopkeepers are selling the yams, pota- 
toes and eddoes at a profit and that the hawkers are 
being squeezed out of existence. I have been going 
into this question in the last few weeks and this is 
what, I understand, has been happening. For some 
time the hawkers who are accustomed to lift the pota 
toes, yams and eddoes would not buy; they have no 
desire to lift these products. The Director of Agri- 
culture realizing that the vegetables were ripe and 
should have been lifted and in order not to incur 
waste, sent around his auxiliary food inspectors to 
find a solution of the problem of distributing these 
foodstuffs to the people who wanted them but could 
not get them becaupe they relied upon the hawkers 
to bring them to them. As soon as the inspectors 
bcgan to sell the products to the shopkeepers, the 
kawkers went in and bought. In some districts it 
appears as though the hawkers were holding out until 
the grmere drop their prices and then they would 
qo in and buy and sell at their prices. I do not know 
~f my statement has any bearing on the honourable 
member's arzument but I think it appropriate for 
m to say what I have discovered. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I would just like the 
House to know that my policy has not changed and 
+hat I shall suppqt the motion of the junior member 
for St. Philip that rice be added to the schedule. But 
I cannot support the motion of the senior member 
for Christ Church for the subsidization of locally 
grown products. Just at present locally grown food- 
stuffs are scarce but if the honourable member wiU 
consider the matter carefully he will see that the 
subsidization of these products is unnecessary. I n  
the next couple of months, if the rain falls, we will 
have a greater supply of these foodstuffs. We may 
have such a large crop of potatoes that we map have 
to get the Cassava Factory to turn some of them into 
flour in order to be able to get rid of them. My 
opinion is that if we get rain we will have potatoe 
in the next few months that we will not know wha 1 
to do with. I cannot support the senior member 
for Christ Church but I shall certainly support the 
junior member for St. Philip's motion that rice be 
added to the schedule of this Resolution. 

Mr. WARD: I do not see the sense in going on 
to flog a dead horse. I presume tha? the whole Hollse 
would like to see rice subsidized but I feel that it is 
absolutely useless to subsidize a commodity which is 
jn short supply. I have been told, and I know as a 
fact, that people cannot get rice to buy. If, 8s the 
junior member for St. Philip says, a man is hungry 
and rice is snbsidized at one penny per pint, thal 
man is no better off if there is no rice to be had in 
the shops; he still has to go hqngry. If rice was 
available I would agree to its being subsidized bul 
if rice is in short supply I do not see the sense i n  
qubsidizing a commodity that you cannot get. I havt 
been told by my labourers that in order to get rice 
they have to buy from four different shops on Satur 
days. To mbsidize rice without rationing it will 
make the aituation worse; the individuals that pur  
chasc. early will get all the rice they want and thosa 
who do not buy early will have to go without rice. l 
would agree to the subsidization of rice if you arr 
going to increase the cost of subsidization but as them 

S no hope of increasing the cost of subsidizataion I 
lo not see the sense in subsidizing rice, a commodity 
shich you cannot get. 

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Chairman,-That happena 
;o be the honourable member's opinion and I give him 
:redit for his opinion. We have entered into a con- 
bract with British Guiana to supply us with a certain 
luantity of rice. We cannot get any more but we 
we getting up to now what the contract calls for. My 
:ontention is that the people should be given rice at 

cents per pint. They have just had to pay more 
for their sugar and if the Government wants extra 
money, let it introducg an Excess Profits Tax and it 
will get all the money it wants. Somebody is going 
to make half-a-million out of sugar that is being sold 
it these new prices ; that is my contention. I t  is a cer- 
tainty that we have rice in the island; it is a fact 
~lso that if a person goes to a shop and it can be 
proved that he bought his quantity of rice from that 
shop, he cannot get a gill more from another shop. 
Rice is still being rationed to-day. A shopkeeper has 
%is customers and knows how much rice each can get 
rtnd that is being done. I t  is, so to speak, a gentle- 
man's agreement in order to save the expense of having 
3oupons printed and issued but people still get :IS 
much rice as can be given to them. I am not con- 
cerned about how much rice people ean get. I am 
concerned about the price ~f thc article. Sometime 
ago I said that people would be glad to br@ rice at 
six cents per pint but at that time they could get the 
quantity they wanted and it cost more money to bring 
it into the island. But so long as they cannot buy as 
much rice as they want, give it to them at 4 cents per 
pint. The price of flour, I understand from th? 
wiior member for St. Joseph, is expected to drop 
:ooner or later and some of that money can be used 
to subsidlsr rice. I am in favour of subsidizing rice 
because it is the staple food of the peqple and flour, 
as I see it to-day, is nothing but a racket. To 
use the words of the senior member for St. Joseph, a 
:hip is in the harbour waiting to be unloaded and the 
warehouses are full. Every businessman has more flour 
than he can dispose of; it must be a racket. All the 
other countries cannot get flour and we get all and 
more than we want. Somebody is getting a rebate; 
something is wrong. Why bring in so much flour ? 
Something is wrong somewhere. We do not need so 
much flour. Every week I am asked at the store how 
much flour I want. Why B Because they have more 
four than they can get rid of. Only the other day I 
went into a small man's store and could not get 
around because he had a large quantity of f l o ~ r  in 
the store. I t  seems to me that a little rebate is being 
given somewhere. I t  is true that the Government 
is paying the piper but somebody eke is calling the 
tune. We do not want so much flour in this island. 
Give the people rice and, perhaps, they may bovcott 
the flour. Something, I repeat, is wrong somewhere. 
What is that ship doing there in the harbour with 
flour when we have so much flour in the bland that 
we cannot get rid of it and people in Europe are 
starving for flour? We must be payha a very good 
price; we are not calling the tune but are paying the 
price. Something is wrong. They want flour in Bel- 
gium and Germany. We are able to get it because 
the Barbados Government is paying for i t ;  that is the 
whole thing. We are all business me^ first and chris- 
tians after. The biggest ohristiani arg the biggest rob- 
bers when it comes to business ; they are using christi- 
anity as a blind. When you come to Christianity and 
business do not mist& one far the other. Something 
is wrong in this matter of the supply of flour. We 
ought to cut out some of t hb  flour and tell them to 
bring in only a certain quantity of it because we have 
too nluch of it in the island already. I would counsel 
honourable members to include rice in this schedule to 
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get this flour racket broken up. The Barbados Govern- 
ment is paying the bill. h'obody can tell me that J 
little extra cheque cannot be passed to make things 
good; these things are being done. I will cou,nsel thi:: 
House to-day not to have much to do with flour any 
longer. Limit the importation of flour ; spend only a 
certain amount on flour but let rice come in and sub 
~idize it, so that the extra penny will help to pay for 
the sugar which the people are buying to-day. As I 
said, certain people are becoming richer because they 
are selling sugar which they had two or three years 
ago at  to-day 'S prices. 

Mr. WARD : Mr. Chairman,-Before this debate 
is closed I would like to explain this point. Although 
the warehouses may be filled with flour yet it must 
be borne in mind that certain quantities of flour were 
ordered months before; that is what I have been told. 
What I feel about the whole matter is this. If rice 
comes regularly, automatically the price of flour will 
drop, but up  to now the h.onourable member who 
has just spoken has not convinced me that rice can 
be obtained in sufficient quantities by the people. If 
sn  individual goes to a shop and cannot get rice, he 
has to buy flour and if the prices of these two com- 
modities are not on par, so to speak, in nly opinion a 
hardship will be created when an individual has to 
pay 12 cents for a pound of flow and 4 cents for FI 

pint of rice. If,  as I said, rice was as plentiful as 
flour I would say "subsidize both" but, Sir, one is 
plentiful and the other is rationed by the British Gui- 
ana Government. I n  my opinion, if this House doeg 
not go on subsidizing flour temporarily, it would be 
automatically creating a hardship on some people in 
the community who may not be in a position to get 
the quantity of rice which they need. As I have said 
already, the only way to control rice, if i t  is subsi- 
dized, is to ration it, so that every man gets his fair 
share and not one man getting 20 pints while another 
gets only 5 pints. 1 am not against the subsidizatioll 
of rice. I t  would be a good thing to subsidize both 
rice and flour, but to do that we will have to increase 
the cost of subsidization. If we are not going to in- 
crease the cost of subsidization, then I feel that the 
prices of the two conlmodities should be on a par. 

Mr. TALMA : I feel very happy to speak at 
this juncture because the more one goes into this 
subsidization scheme the more one realizes that the 
subsidization of locally g o w n  vegetables is definite- 
ly essential. The honourable member who has just 
sat down has told us that rice is unavailable; a 
member of the Executive Committee has said that 
already. Well, if rice is unavailable, what is more 
practical, along commonsense lines, than to include 
lccally grown food-poatoes, eddoes, and things of 
that sort-in this schedule? , W e  hear a great deal 
about the "Grow More Food Campaign". What doas 
that mean? I t  means that you should try and in- 
duce the peasants and even the plantations to i 
reasonable extent to produce the essential commodi- 
ties needed by the people; especially the peasallts who 
are actually out of work to-day and who have no hope 
of going anywhere at  all a t  present. The idea seems 
to be that while they are here they must starve. They 
cannot get rice; they do not use flour every day but 
you do not want to give them eddoes, potatoes and 
yams. You do not want to help them grow them at 
all, so as to enable the hawkers to live and the poorer 
classes of people to 'be able to buy these products rrt 
a reasonable price; that is the position. There .p 

to be a Grow More Food Campaign and yet you do 
not want to help the plantation owners or the 
peasants to grow these foodstuffs and the other people 
to buy th€m a t  reasonable prices. Charity begins at 
home; does the Executive Committee remember that? 
I certainly do. I think they should help the ones 

that produce the yams, potatoes, eddoes and all other 
vegetable products. Help thcm first. All of this 
556,000 should not be sent abroad; M8,000 of i t  
should be kept in Barbados to enable everybody to 
get something to eat. That happens to be the pur- 
port of my Address and i t  happens to be contrary 
to t h ~  wishes of the Executive Committee; so, Sir, 1 
am hoping that the Executive Committee in i5a 
wisdom, and especially in view of the experience 
which the Leader has to-day, will see fit to include 
locally grown commodities jn this schedule. That 1s 

the su1;ject of the Address of which I gave notice 
on the 26th November, 1946, and which may never 
see the light of day before this session ends. There 
is a number of hawkers in Christ Church and other 
parishes who are b'eing squeezed out of existence; 
they are hungry now; they cannot buy yams, potatoes 
and things like that f.om plantation owners any- 
where at  all. This is the case not i'n Christ Church 
alone but in St. John and St. Philip. These pro- 
ducts are being sold to the shopkeepers who are 
making the profit and you are having a class of people 
who we  dying out now. The Executive Committee 
may not know that the hawkers are dying out but I 
know it. Tf you subsidize these products, the growev 
dnd the hawkers and other people who buy them will 
be able to live and a lot of the starvation which rs 
&bout the island will disappear as a result. 

XI.. CRAWFORD: Before the question is put, 
Mr. Chairman, I should like to make a few observa- 
tions. I do not think this Committee appreciates to 
the fullest possible extent the exact significance of 
the motion proposed by the senior member for Christ. 
Church. I am not suggesting that we can sit herc 
to-day and without a great deal more consideration 
include in this schedule locally prow3 foodstuffs but 
I should like to say that the idea is not as fantastic 
as some honourable mem5ers seem to think, although 
I am flattering those who pooh-pooh the idea. I 
noticed that in British Guiana the Government paid 
a lot of attention to the question of subsidizing locally 
grown foodstuffs and the idea behind it all was that 
these commodities have been alniost throughout the 
war in short supply, not only in British Guiana but 
here in Barbados as well. During the war years we 
had to compel the planters under the Emergency 
Powers Act to grow yams. potatoes, and other ground 
~ov i s ions ,  otherwise they would not have done it, 
for the simple leason that they had a guaranteed 
market for sugar. More money was being made out 
of sugar and. therefore, unless the planters were 
compelled to plant a certain portion of their lands 
in qround provisions, they would not plant them and 
even now that they plant yams, potatoes and eddoes 
they will not bother to manuw them; they 
plant them because they are compelled to d 6  
sa by law but they have no interest in 
the production of these foodstuffs. SO long 
as these local foodstuffs remain short in supply, 
naturally we have to increase our importations of 
food.:tuffs from abroad. If you encourage the pro- 
duction of locally grown foodstuffn by subsidizing 
them, you make the production of them more re- 
munerative and you would have so much locally 
grown foodstuffs in the island that you will not have 
to import such large quantities of foreign foodstuffs. 
That, of course, is a very healthy thing for the 
economy of any countly; it makes the country more 
self-supporting and money that mould be sent abroad 
remains in the cmntry and is distributed among 
the producers and distributors of those commoditier. 
Throughout the war years, as 'l have said, and even 



now, these commodities remained in short supply. 
Nobody who knows the facts can deny that if we 
had attempted to subsidize locally grown foodstuffs 
we might not now to-day have to be spending so 
much money on imported commodities. As a matter 
of fact, the British Guiana Government, as far  as 1 
recollect, is looking a t  the matter, not so much as an  
emergency created by the War but as a long range 
question calculated to make the c0~1itr3; more self- 
supporting and is giving the matter due consideration 
with the expressed purpose of trying to keep in Brit- 
ish Guiana millions of dollars which are sent abroad 
every year for foreign produced foollstuff~. 

Nr.  LEWIS: Before you put the question, Mr. 
Chairman, there is a point that was raised on the 
last occasion by the senior member for St. Joseph 
and i decided that on the next opportunity that is 
offered me I would make reference to it. On the 
last occasion, he said that there was a unit ~ r o f i t  
given on this flour that is imported and I do not 
think that the point was sufficiently appreciated. If 
you give a unit profit, it means that i t  is the volume 
of business that is going to be of primary concern to 
the importer but if you give a percentage profit on 
the prwe i t  might mean that you will only get as 
much as you need and no more because they will 
make sufficient money out of that. I do not think 
that that point was made clear on the last occasion. 

The question that the words "locally grown 
vegetables and ground products" be added to the 
Resolution is put and resolved in the negative, the 
division being as follows :- 

Ayes: Messrs. GARNER, TALMA, MOTTLEY, and 
HAYNE". 

Xoes: Mr. LEWIS, Dr. WIMON, Messrs. BRANCK- 
ER, SMITH, COX,  FOSTER^ MAPP, SPRINGER, F L. WAL- 
*'OTT, ADAMS,  LACKM MAN, CRAWFORD, GALE, S. A. 
WALCOTT, WILKINSON, WARD, and Mr. spEA~EX.--llj 

The question that the word "rice" be added t.c 
the Resolution is put  and resolved in the negativ~.  
the division being as follows :- 

Ayes : Dr. WILSON, Messrs. BRBNCKER, GARNER 
~ A L M A ,  MOTTLEY, S. A WALCOTT, and WILKINSON-7. 

Noes: Messrs. LEWIS, S CITH, COX, FOSTER: 
MOP, SPRINGER, F .  L. WALCOTT, ADAMS, BLACKMAN 
CRAWFORD, HAYNES, GALE, WARD, and Mr. SPEAKW 
-14. 

The qnestion that the Resolution do now pass 
is put and resolved in the affkmative without divisi- 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr 
COX, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of this Resolu. 
tion ;n Committee of Supply and asks leave to sii 
again. 

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr 
ADAMS, seconded by  COX, the Resolution is read r 
first time. 

Dr. CUMMINS enters the House and takes his seat 
Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that the Resolu 

tion be now read a second time. 
Mr. COX : I beg to  second that. 
Mr. WILEINSON: This Resolution is mainl: 

t o  do with flour and I would like to ask the Govern 
ment to 'be exceedingly careful in purchasing morl 
flour a t  the present price. We all realize that ; 

subsidy of 5 cents per lb. is pretty generous and i 
is a common experience that  when an  article is scarcl 
and the price of that article is high, i t  will find ; 

vesting place where the highest price is being paid 
I think that is happening in  Barbados, so far  
dour is concerned. It would be a very serious thin! 
for this island if we could not get flour but  I d 

,el that the cost of this article at the present time 
s very high. 

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Speaker,--I wish to sup- 
bort those remarks made by the junior member lor  
it. James because 1 think they are very strong. The 
Jowrnment will do well to take the advice of the 
unior member for SL.  James, a r!lerchant or no meall 
ltanding m this island, a man of probity, a man whc, 
vhen he warm this Qovernmellt to be ealelui 111 t h~s  
natter of subsidizing flour should pay !id& t o  his 
varning. To subsidize iiour at  Lj C ~ W ,  p;r ii). 1s r i~l i-  
ulous and I think this Government should take heed 
md amend its ways. 

Mr. ADANS : Mr. Speaker,-Whatever may be 
hought of the Control Board or the Government I 
hink honourable members will agree that Dr. &kt, 
)f all people in this island, is praised by atery type 
)f person and we have the advantage, a t  the present 
noment, of Dr. Saint's association with the Control 
3oard, although he is no longer Controller of Sup- 
dies. The Government is as concerned about this 
lour situation as i t  possibly can be and Dr. Saint 
ias assured me that all the headaches which result- 
d from the War cannot be compared with the heaa- 
iches which he used to get from this flour situation. 
The Government is thankful to the junior member 
for St.  James for the warning he ha6 issued in this 
"espect. I do not mean to be ungracious but  the 
1ove:nment is aware of the difficulties and can only 
watch to see what is going to happen in the price 
~f flour. The position is bound to be clarified in the 
next month or. two and we are hoping that the pres- 
a t  drop in price will continue and that we 
do not receive a cable to-morrow stating that the 
price has gone bnck up. 

Mr. TALMA: Before you put the question- 
Mr. SPEAKER: We cannot have a debate on 

that point at  this stage. I can only hear the honour- 
able member on the question whether the Resolution 
should be read a &econd time or not. Do you want 
to make a motion against the reading of the Resolu- 
tion for  the wrond time? 

Mr. TALMA : I bm saying that a subsidization 
scheme such as this- 

Mr. SPEAKER: We cannot debate that  a t  all 
a t  the present moment.. 

Mr. TALMA : T am merely throwing ant. a SUP- 
gestion in support of what has been said bv a previ- 
ous ,weaker; that is all I am trving to do. I am 
a a y i n ~  tMat in a snbsidization schema, if you want 
to h ~ l n  the neon1~- 

Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable member is out 
of order. 

The anestion that the Resol~~tion be read a 
second time is put  and resolved in the affirmative 
withoi~t division 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded bv Mr. 
Cox, the Resolntion is arwed to. 

T H E  BAREADOS GENERAL HOSPITAL BIbL. 

Mi. SPEAKER: The next Order is to resume 
Committee on a Bill to  make provi~ion in  relation 
to the Barbados General Hospital. 

Mr SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the Houqe 
resumes Committee on the Hiil, Mr. RAMSAY being in 
the Chair 

The CHAIRMAN: On the last occasjon, we 
were discussing clause 11 when the interruption took 
place and the junior member for the City was speak- 
ing. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. C ~ R , ~ T ! ? I I .  -1 was stating that 'I 
saw no reason why I should not support the motiov 
made hp the senior met:lhr?r Pcr St. Phi!ip and I 
was referring to the proposal of the junior member 
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for St. James. I know that h a  O ~ ~ I I ~ U I L J  do caqv 
some weight in this House anu l would like to tell 
him, in  view of the motion that he has before this 
Committee, that a look or a wink or a nod from him 
last year in the direction in which he is moving now, 
would have caused (the Housing Bill to become law; 
also i t  would, perhaps, never have caused the pro- 
vision for the £5 bond to be included in the Scheme 
of Government for  the Secondary Schools. He 
rahkes i t  difficult for me to absolve him from blame 
for th%e things, seeing that  when he was a member 
of the Government he refused point blank to accept 
the suggestion that the House should appoint some 
of the members c f  these Boards or that provision 
for the £5 bond should be excluded from the scheme 
of government of the secondary schools. NOW he 
is asking this Committee to accept the principle 
from him that this House should appoint members 
to this Advisory Committee. Ke certainly places 
%e in an awkward to regrard his proposal 
ss a serious one. I am going to counsel the mem- 
Ssrs of the Committee that i t  would not be a bad 
idea for them to agree to the proposal of the senior 
member for St. Philip. The Housing Bill, for in- 
stance,- 

Mi. CRAWFORD : Mr. Chairman,-I am sorry 
u, interrupt the honourable member but I shall ap- 
preciate very much if he would be kind enough to 
give me a summary of what he said before I came 
back into the Chamber. I am sorry I was not pres- 
ent at the beginning of his remarks. 

Mr. LEWIS : My early remarks were not par- 
ticularly addressed to the honourable member; the 
member to whom they were addressed was in his 
place. I am saying that the proposal of the senior 
member for St. Philip s h ~ u l d  be glven some con- 
sideration because I know that  legislation which is 
sent to these various islands for  adoption h* been 
put  into &ect by Crown Colonies along the lines 
suggested by,the s'enior member for St. Philip, that 
is, that the Governments should appoint Boards but 
their members should be chosen from the Legislature 
and should include other people, I believe, like the 
Director of Public Works. I am willing to support 
the honourable member's proposal because by thnt 
method you will be assisting, let us say, the Minister 
for Medical Services by having a t  least two members 
of the House on the Board who will become acquaint- 
ed with happenings and will be able to come to this 
House and make direct reports from their personal 
experiences. One honourable member remhrks that 
they will be able to come here and defend the Board. 
Well, i t  seems to me that the fashion is to attack a 
Roard because it has members of the House on it 
and that is a healthy sigu. However, Sir, there is 
one point I wish to put  now to this 'Committee and 
I am going to do so with real seriousness. It is this. 
Arising out of \a debate in this House, a Commission 
has been appointed by the Head of the Administra- 
tion to enquire into the spending of certai~l money 
by the Hospital Board and I feel, Sir, that i t  would 
be in  keeping with justice and decency if this par- 
ticular clawe was postponed until the Commission's 
report is published and the Hospital Board, z ~ s  a 
body not yet abolished, is given the opportunity to 
see that report. I understand that the report has 
been handed in and is only to be published and I 
cannot far  the life of me see how members of this 
House, accepting tlheir respons+biIity, can with jus- 
tice and decency abolish the Board before hearing 
the results of the enquirp which they themselves 
asked for. I know very well that this Act is pot 
to come into operation until the Read of the Admin- 
istration sags so but if vou can get six or eight mem- 
bers of the Rospital Board copin? here and aqree- 

iiig to abohsh themselves before the rtsults of the 
-= 

enquiry are made known, then I do not thtnk that 
the Head of the Administration should take 
the responsibility of safeguarding them if they -6 
cannot do it themselves. I do not think it 9 m e  right thlng to do and if it is done 
b y  tile douse 1 refuse to let honourable 
members do it without drawing it to their notice. 
To pass this clause, you will be virtually abolishing 
the Hospital Board a t  a time when an  enquiry ib 

being made as regards the spending of money by 
that Board.That is not the thing for a responsible 
body like a bgislatnre to do and I am going to give 
the House the opportunity to consider the matter 
from that angle. If I am in order, Sir, I beg to move 
that the further consideration of Clause I1 be post- 
poned for the reason I have just given. 

Nr. CRBWPOW : 1 am glad, Sir, that the jun- 
ior member ror tne City is w@ng to support the 
amendment which I proposed last week but l must 
say that l take strong exception to his observation 
that since 1 am a mem~ber or the Government 1 am 
muzzled. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairman,-Will the hon- 
ourable member tell me exactly what time of the 
year or the day that I said such a thing4 

Mr. CUWFO1ED: I made that statement for 
iwo reasons. One is that I wanted to find out 
vhether I was accurate. (Cries of Shame). I wa told 
so; so I wanted to find out if I was accurately in- 
formed. I apologize to the honourable member. 

The question that the words which the junior 
member for St. James proposed to be deleted, name- 
ly, "all of whom shall be appointed by the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee. " stand part  of Clause 11 
is put  and resolved in  the afXrmative without divis- 
ion. 

The question that the words which the senior 
member for St. Philip proposed, namely, "one of 
whom shall be a member of the Legislative Council 
and two members of the House of Assembly" to be 
inserted after the word " Committee " occurring in 
line 6 of clause 11 is next put land resolved in a tie, 
the division being as follows :- 

Ayes : Mr. L m ,  Dr. WJLSON, Messrs. 
BRANCKER, CRAWFORD, 'GARNER, TALMA, MOTTLEY, 
HAYNES, S. A. WALCOTT, W~LKINSON, and WARD-11. 

Noes: Messrs. $MITH, F. L. WALCOTT, Cox, 
FOSTER, MA-, Dr. Cunm~ms, Messrs. SPRINGER, 
ADAMS, BLACKMAN, GALE, and Mr. S P E A I ~ R . - ~ ~  

The CHAIRIMAN: The questioll t i a t  the 
words proposed bp the senior member for St. Philip 
be inserted in clause 11 has been resolved in a tie. 
The Chair, after taking into consideration all the 
submissions. beg<: t o  vote with the "Noes". I de- 
clare that the "Noes" have it. 

The question that the words which the senior 
member for St. Georgp proposed to be deleted, 
namely, "Each of such members shall hold office for 
a period of two years from the date of appointment" 
stand part of clause 11 is nest put  and resolved i : ~  
the necrative without division. 

The question that  the words proposed by the 
senior member for St. Qeorge, namely, "immediately 
after the coming into operation of this Act and 
thereafter within one month after the openkg of 
each Legislative Session. They shall h ~ l d  office un- 
til the expiration of one month after the commence- 
ment of the ensuing Legislative Sess~on," be inserted 
in the blank is then put and resolved in the affirma- 
tire without division. 

The question that Clause 11, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill is put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 



At this stage, 2 pm., Mr. SPEAKER resumes the 
Chair and adjourns the House until 2.45 p.m. in 
accordance with Rule 40 (a). 

REPLIES LAID 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. SPRINGER: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to lay 

on the Table of the House the replies to questions 
No. 45 standing in the name of the honourable junior 
member for St. Lucy. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I beg to lay the replies t o  
questions No. 43 also standing in the name of the 
honourable junior member for St. Lucy. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to lay the replies to 
questions No. 47 standing in the n e e  of the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. John. 

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (A) 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to move for the sus- 
pension of Rule 61 (a) in order to resume Government 
Business. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
was granted leave to make the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 6 1  (a) 
be now suspended. 

Hr. RAMSAY: I beg to second that. 
The question that Rule 61 (a) be now suspended 

was put and resolved in the affirmative. 
A division was taken as follows:- 
Ayes: Dr. CUMMINS, Messrs. RAMSAT, LEW, 

F. L. WALCOTT, COX, FOSTER, MAPP, SPRINQER, 
ADAMS, BLACKMAN and GALE.-11. 

Noes : Dr. W n s o ~ ,  Messrs. RRANCKER, CRAWFORD, 
GARNER, MOTTLEY, S. A. WALCOTT, WILKINSON and 
WARD.--% 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been decided 
in the affirmative, eleven honourable members voting 
"Aye", and eight honourable members voting "No". 
The Rule cannot be suspended, however, because 
twelve honourable members must vote for the sus- 
pension of a Rule. 

DISSATISFACTION AMONGST COUNTRY 
SHOPKEEPERS OVER MARGIN OF 

PROFIT ALLOWED 

Mr. SPEAKER: At Question Time on the las.1 
occasion the House was discussing the replies to ques 
tions No. 19 put by the honourable junior membe~ 
for St. Joseph relative to country shopkeepers and thc 
honourable junior member for St. Lucy was speaking 

Mr. BRANCHER: We will recall that the Gov 
ernment were asked whether they are aware that thc 
country shopkeepers are dissatisfied with the mar$ 
of profit allowed them by the Competent Authority 
especially in view of the high cost of freight and tb 
increase in their st&s made necessary by the 42-hou3 
week imposed by the Shops Order. They replied il 
rather ironical vein that they are aware that som 
country shopkeepers are dissatisfied with the mar& 
of profits allowed. Of course, strictly speaking, tha 
may be correct; because if there are 100 shopkeeper 
and 98 of them are dissatisfied, it is perfectly w u r a t  
to say that some are diesatisfled with the margin o 
profits allowed. They go on to point out in the sam 
ironical vein that "it is not, however, feasible t 
dBerentiate between the profits permitted in an 
outside the City; and the number of applicants fo 
quotas on record from shopkeepers who have starta 
new shops within the past two years indicate tha 
the total number of shops is increasing, and suggest 
that $he existing arrangements provide little di 
courapement to the retail trade". That xiigp;ests tha 
there is nobody concerned with the d ra f t i ?~  of thep 
replies to the honourable member's qneshons who ' 

le least bit familiar with the country shopkeeper or 
ie predicament in which be finds himself; it suggesh 
complete ignorance of the position of the country . 

lopkeeper in Barbados today. It is true that id 
laces where it is so dficult, if not impossible, for 
ie average person to secure a little plot of land for 
imself-it is true that in a number of instanet+, 
ie workers who have returned from the United States 
E America with a little capital to invest are unable 
) obtain a suitable car for the purposes of trade, and 
iey have gone into the business of keeping shops 
o suggest however that the existing arrangements 
rovide little discouragement to the retail trade is to 
low an abysmal ignorance of the position of the c o n -  
ry shopkeeper today. There are some people who have 
pened small shops with a view to getting some com- 
lodities for the use of their households; I know many 
person who, during the war, was running a shop 

imply with a view of getting something for the 
)embers of his or her family to eat. There are many 
easons why a certain number of new shops have 
een springing up and the Government should appre- 
iate the fact that the number' of shops having in- 
reased recently is no indication that everything ia 
iell with the country shopkeepers. We have to con- 
ider that the people who are going into the business 
oday are absolute novices to it in many instanoes; 
hey do not realise before the business begins to drop 
low much credit the country shopkeeper has to give, 
hey do not realise the burden which the country 
hopkeeper has been carrying. Many of them who 
ave gone into the business full of optimism perhaps, 
oon find out that it is a terrible yoke to bear in the 
ountry districts. When the crop is finished many 
f the shopkeepers have to console themselves that 
hey are carrying a burden until the next crop starts. 
'he question of some type of subsidy for the country 
hopkeeper is one which the Government should in. 
~estigate; something should be done to assist theue 
hopkeepers in keeping their heads above the water in 
riew of the absolute necessity of the business which 
hey carry on for the welfare of the districts in which 
hey are situated. If all the country shopkeepers 
vere to yield to the temptation to close down, the Gov- 
rnment would find themselves faced with the very 
jig problem of feeding the people in the country dis- 
ricts. These shopkeepers cannot come to Bridgetown 
Iecause there is the difficulty of getting transport and 
hey have no telephones or meam of ordering their 
goods like the well-to-do people. With our present 
get-up the country shopkeeper is absolutely indis- 
 ensa able; if he went out of business the Government 
@odd have a very diacult problem to solve in con- 
nection with providing food and the necessities of life 
For the country people. The food which is in Bridge- 
town has to be distributed and the country shopkeeper 
has a very heavy burden to bear. I must deprewte 
what I cannot help regarding as ironical in these re- 
plies; it is that some country shopkeepers are dis- 
satisfied with the margin of profits allowed, and that 
the existing arrangements provide little discourage- 
ment to the retail trade. That is not fair, Mr. 
Speaker. Of course, the Government go on to say 
that "the Controller of Food Supplies and Prices 
has the matter constantly under review", they have 
left off their ironical strain and have gone back to 
the stereotyped, official reply, "and E m  time to 
time when attention h a  been drawn to items on which 
profits allowed were maladjusted, the matter has ljeen 
corrected by the Controller of Food Supplies and 
Prices in consultation with his Adviaory Committee". 
I do not know when h t  these prices have been re- 
viewed or even discussed. As far as the adviElsrs to 
the Controller of Food Supplies and Prices are con- 
cerned, I gather that a move has been on foot, if it 
has not taken place already, to put another shop- 



keeper on that Board. Obviously I commend to the 
Government the putting on that Board of a shop- 
keeper like the honourable junior member for St. 
Philip or the honourable junior member for St. 
Joseph. We want men of that type on the Board- 
men with some substance, men who are not afraid 
to  stand u p  to the big autocrats who are the other 
members of that Board. I must say that the replies 
to these questions disclose a woeful lack of knowledge 
of the position of the country shopkeeper on the part 
of these who should know. I advise the Government 
that when they want information in connection with 
such an essential group of persons in this community 
as the country shopkeepers, they take into their con- 
fidence people like the honourable junior member 
for St. Philip and the honourable junior member 
for S t .  Joseph so that we will not have a repetition 
of these really unhappy replies as we have received 
to these questions which were put in January this 
year. Out of the crop season the position of the 
country shopkeeper is an almost hopeless one, and 
we cannot too greatly stress that the point of view 
of the Government that the country shopkeeper is 
not doing so badly because new shops are springing 
up, is absolutely wrong and without any foundation 
in fact. What the Government should be interested 
in is to find out how long these new shops remain 
open. You will find that a shop is opened to-day and 
within four or five months i t  is closed; the Govern- 
ment do not seem to consider that aspect of the matter 
at  all. As far  as the old shopkepers are concerned, 
they have been bearing the burden manfully for a 
long time ancl they are now too far  involved and they 
have to die in the business. I have emphasized the 
point of view of the country shopkeepers from a close 
knowledqe of and association with many of them and I 
~ e r y  much regret that the Government are not fully 
apprised of the plight of these showkeepers. I can- 
not for one minute imagine that they would other- 
wise have sent down renlies such as these. 

Dr. CUMMINS: The replies to these  question^ 
are, to my mind, quite unsatisfactory. Sir, the Gov- 
ernment admit that they are aware of the dissatis. 
faction over the profits allowed to coun iq  shop- 
keepers and they did absolutely nothing to improve 
the condition of these shopkeepers. The honourab!e 
junior member for  St .  Lucy has said that the Govern- 
ment have shown lack of  knowledge of the position 
of these shopkeepers; I say that i t  is not a lack of 
knowlecige, but a palpable lack of interest in  the 
shopkeepers. (MEMBERS : Shame !) The advisers 
to the Government saw to i t  tLat the wholesale$ 
and the con?mission merchants were well protected; 
they saw to i t  that their profits were guaranteed 
and they h e w  quite well that the people who really 
have to bear the heat and burden of Ohe day as far  
as retailing the pro~isions is concerned, got nothing 
out of it. Since this debate began, I saw some fig- 
ures as to profits made by shopkeepers up  to 1939 as 
compaied with the profits allowed them to-day, 
and if those figures are c o r r e c t  and I have no 
reason to believe that they are other than correct- 
I cannot speak in too strong a term or use lan- 
guage strong enough to express my feelings in the 
matter. The increased cost of living has affected 

are more sympathetic towards the poor shopkeeper. 
who is, after all, the backbone of the country as f a r  
as feeding the people is concerned. Until a few 
months ago I was a member of the St. Michael's Ves- 
t ry  and I happened to be a member of the Tax 
Relief Committee; year after year from 1940 I saw 
that the big wholesalers returned handsome profits, 
and every year those profits were increased. I do 
not know what the position is this year because I am 
not a member of the Vestry now; but a t  that time an 
increasing number of shopkeepers approached the 
Tax Relief Committee and asked to be relieved e i t h e ~  
in part or in full of their taxes. That state of affairs 
should not be allowed to continue any longer in this 
community; I repeat that now that the matter has 
been most forcefully brought to the attention of the 
Government they will take steps to appoint on the 
Price Contlol Board men of the community who are  
more sympathetic with the aspirations of the country 
shopkceper. 

Mr. CRAWFOR,D : The honourable member 
who has made this motion and who is not ih the 
Chamber now, made special reference to me during 
the course of his remarks in support of the mot i c~ .  
The honourable member claims that last year I a?- 
peared to be quite in  sympathy with the plight of 
the shopkeeper and he was wondering how I sat as 
a member of the Executive Committee and a l l o ~ ~ e d  
these replies to be sent down. I am sorry that :he 
honcurable member is not here to-day. The position 
is this: my interest.and sympathy in the shopkeepers 
of this country remain the same to-day as they have 
always been. I will admit that I paid little if any 
attention to these replies because 3 did not agree 
the way in  which the questions were asked. Every 
shopkeeper in  this colony knows without my telling 
him that if there is a single member of this Chamber 
who is interested in him, who is anxious to see his 
economic position improved and who will do every- 
thing that lies in  his power to ensure that he makes 
a satisfactory return on the money he has to invest, 
that member is myself. During lrtst year I spent 
considerable time and gave considerable attention to 
the general position of the shopkeepers with the 
result that quite a few important grievances from 
which they were suffering were remedied. When the 
wholesalers were denying them the quotas of rice tcb 
which they were entitled, I took the steps to have the 
ddministration permit the shopkeepers themselves to 
make returns of the rice that they were receiving to 
the Competent Authority so that a check could be 
kept on the wholesalers who were abusing their pos- 
ition. I n  other ways for which I was responsible 
the lot of the shopkeeper was made a little easier. 
When the honourable junior member for  St. Joseph 
tabled these questions. I iepeat that I paid little, 
if any attention a t  all to the replies because I did 
not agree with the questions. To my mind, the hon- 
ourable member who put  them had no right to differ- 
entiate between the shopkeepers in the country and 
those in Bridgetown; he had no right to imply that 
only the country shopkeepers were suffering as a 
result of the margin of profit allowed by the Com- 
petent Authority. If  the honourable member had 
asked the questions in respect of the sho~keewers all 

the shopkeeper just as it has affected everybody else 
and the shopkeeper is allowed to make a prolit smaller 
than 1x7hat hp was allowed to make in  1939 ! That is be- Over the island, I wonld have devoted some aitention 
cause the members of the Price Control Board are, ' to the matter and exerted any influence I ~ossessed 

for  the most pa~t . ,  people of this community who do in seeillg that the replies given were satisfactorS. 
not have to pass through thd struggles which the As a matter of fact. the honourable junior member 
poor shopkeeper has to pass through. Now that this for  St. J o s e ~ h  anticipated the honourable junior 
matter has been brdught to the ~ t ten t ion  of the Gov- member fm St. Philip because before the honourable 
ernment, I hope that they will take great care in junior lfor St. Joseph tabled these questions the hon- 
future to appoint as members of the Board those who ourable junior member for St.  Philip informed me 
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during the morning that he hall in mind asking the 
bovernment to take steps to deal w1.h tnt. t . n ~ ~ l ~  
question of the profits earned by bhopkeepew. r inec 
tnese questions had been tabled by the honourable 
junior member for St. Joseph, the honouraule junior 
member for  St. Philip could not take any actlcn on 
the same lme but he decided that afcer tile ques 
tions had been dealt with he would table a general 
question dealmg with shopkeepers all over the island. 
Your Honour will presumably find thac the honour- 
able member is quite in order to do that. I say now 
that these questions have been tabled, the honourable 
junior member for St. Joseph as well as all other 
shopkeepers can rest assured that I will do everything 
that lies in  my power to see to it that the potaticn 
of all shopkeepers-not merely the country shop. 
keepers-will receive the attention which i t  merits. 
I did not know that we would have discussed this 
matter to-day because I have spent some tlnle in get- 
ting facts and figures fram shopkeepers in the rural 
parishes as well as in the urban districts and I have 
not got those facts and figures to-day. I am sorry for 
that, but I remember very distinctly that in  the 
parish of St. Peter about six nlollths ago a shopkeeper 
held me up  for  over an hour explaining to me the 
severe hardships under which he and people like him 
have to exist. When that shopkeeper was finished I 
remember very distinctly being even more convinced 
that if there was in this community any section of 
people who deserve some assistance from the Goverlz- 
ment, i t  was the people who engage in the retail trade. 
I repeat, I am very sorry that T have not got those 
Eacts and figures here to-day, but I am sure that 
honourable members like myself would be completely 
surprised a t  the state of affairs which they reveal. 
Not only would they be surprised, but they would 
be driven to the conclusion that somethjng should 
be done to assist this deserving section of taxpapers 
in this colony. These people make their contribution 
to the general revenue, they perform a very useful 
servi* to the ~ o r n m u n i t ~  by assisting the m-orking 
classes from week to week, from month to month 
and in some cases from year to year and the policy 
under which they are operating to-day is calculated 
in the very near future to drive them almost com- 
pletely out of existence as a class. It was due to  
the efforts of my colleagues and myself ' that the 
wholesalers who are engaged in the retail trade and 
who were increasing the burdens of the small re- 
tailers were stopped from doing so last year. We 
took u p  the matter with the administration and got 
the Government to prohibit the wholesalers fro* 
opening more retail shops in the country districts 
so long as the present Emergency existed, so long as 
the commodities which they import remained in short 
supply. We have pledged ourselves to see to it 
not only that this unfairness is not carried on while 
gocds remain in short, supply, but even after con- 
ditions have improved and commodities are mcre 
easily available, that the wholesalers in  Roebuck 
Street are not allowed tol monop~lise both the whole- 
sale and the retail trade. I submit that i t  is mani- 
festlv unfair to allow one section of the people who 
are "alreadv receiving handmme returns on t h e i ~  - -- 

investment; through ;ngaging in the wholesale trade. 
t a  go outside in  the country districts and establish 
shops alongside those of small retailers; to stcck l 
these shops with goods which they imnort and car: 
therefore afford to sell those goods mnoF cheanrr 
than the retailers and so collar both the wholesale 
and retail trade for themselves. The Government 
has under consideration now the advisability of en- 
Nfarcing bv statute a prohibition against this state of 
affairr. I f  that haq been found ad\-isable or esseri- 

tial in other parts of the West Indies, I submit that 
it is more imperative and necessary here because here 
the wholesalt trade is even more closely concentrated 
m the hands of a few people than it 1s in the major- 
ity of the neighbouring colonies. If you pursue the 
posirloll t, its real source, you will find rhat about 
lour people control the whole thing. They are im- 
porters and wholesalers and if we uo not stop them, 
c hey will be retail distributors. They get a commis- 
sion on selling these goods wholesale ; they sell whole- 
sale through the commission houses which they con- 
trol and now their final step is to t ry to collar every 
single cent of profit to be maae from the import- 
ation of foodstuffs and other commodities in  %his 
colony. They almost want to control the Control 
Board. If we are the representatives of the people 
among whom there are those of the shopkeeper class, 
we will see to i t  that  steps are taken to frustrate these 
evil intentidns; me will see to i t  that without delay 
legislation is placed on the Statute Book which will 
prohibit, not temporarily, blp't permanently a hand- 
ful  of wholesalers who are also importers frolm assum- 
ing complete control of the retail trade. Nr .  Speaker, 
there are several other aspects 09 the situation which 
are deserving of early remedial attention; it is not 
necessary to d ' latp on them today,  but I suggest 
with all due deference to the honourable junior m m -  
ber for St. Joseph that he should have done a f a r  
greater service to the people who occupy a similarly 
important positions in this colony to himself, if he 
had not differentiated as between the position of the 
urban shopkeepers and the rural shopkeepers. They 
are all  feelingithe pinch of the shoe; both the urban 
and the rural shopkeepers deserve attention being 
paid to them, and attention will be paid to them if 
there is no attempt made to cliscriminate between 
them but the matter is presented as _a whole. 

Mr. LEWIS: I have listened very carefully to 
the debate on the replies given to these questions 
and i t  seems to me as if honourable members are 
afraid of the situatiml which the questions and the 
replies have created. If we want the shopkeeper 
to get a greater profit than what he is getting, let us 
tell the administration how that, must be done. Do 
we v&h the shopkeeper to chargz the purchaser more 
money for goods or do w-e wish the Controller of 
Prices to regulate the position so that  the wholesaler 
will get less profit and the shopkeeper will get more? 
(Mr. GARNER: I said that).  That ia what we %ant 
to be made clear. Let vs decide that the shopkebper 
must be given a greater measure of proifit, and the 
only people out of whom that will come are the 
consumers. Can we advocate an increase in the cost 
of the people's food at  this time? The shopkeepers 
have gone to the head of the spring; they have gone 
to His Excellency the Governor and do you mean to 
say that the question hais not been satisfactorily set- 
'tled yet? Have they not been able to work out a 
reasonable scheme to put  before the Head of the 
Administration? I am not enamoured with this dis- 
cussion; we are not getting anywhere with it. We 
are afraid to say who are getting too much and we 
are afraid tc tell people that they should buy at  a 
higher price. I q u l d  like to  have a reasonable pro- 
posal to put before the Government otherwise I do 
not kncw where I am. 

Mr. COX : T am in wholehearted agreement with 
many of the statements made by various honourable 
members in connection with this question. For a lonq 
time I have noticed that many shopkeepers have been 
approaching me in respect of this matter. I regret 
that it is now almost half-past three because I have 
many facts to put bpfore the House to prove that 
the position in which thc shopkeepers are now placed 
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is very much worse than before the War. As the hon- 
ourable junior member for the City has suggested- 

A t  this point, i t  now being 3.30 p.m., Mr. SPEAKER 
stated that i t  was now time for the consideration of 
Private Members' Business. 

ST. MICHAEL'S PARISH LOAN BILL. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day 
under Private Members' Business is to resume debate 
on the second reading of a Bill to authorise the Vestry 
of the parish of Saint Michael in this Island to raise 
a loan to enable them to purchase a property which 
adjoins the Parochial Buildings, Cheapside, Bridge- 
town, for parochial purposes. 

On the last occasion when the second reading of 
this Bill was being discussed, a motion for the adjourn- 
ment of the Rouse was made by the honourable senior 
member for St. Peter and this was seconded by the 
honourable junior member for St. Lucy. Since then 
I have considered the matter and I think that the 
debate a t  that time went somewhat wider than it 
should have gone. The Bill only asks for permission 
to raise a sum of money to purchase a property, but 
during the debate honourable members raised the 
question of the Vestry having spent more money than 
they were authorised to spend during the last year. 
I think that I can make the position clear by reading 
from May's Parliame.latary Practice in connectiotc 
with Private Rills. This is what "May" says :- 

"The second reading of a private bill corresponds 
with the same stage in other bills, and in agreeing to 
it the House affirms the general principle, or expe- 
diency, of the measure. There is however a distinc- 
tion between the second reading- of a public and a pri- 
vate bill, which should not be overlooked. A public 
bill being founded on reasons of state policy, the 
Rouse, in agreeing to its second reading, accepts and 
affirms those reasons ; but the expediency of a private 
bill being mainly founded upon allegations of fact 
which have not yet been proved, the House, in agree- 
ing to its second reading. affirms the principle of 
the Bill conditionally and subject to the proof of such 
allegations before the Committee. " 

On the last occasion I think that certain allega- 
tions were made which were outside the principle of 
the Bill. The Bill is asking for permission to raise 
a loan to purchase a property, and while it may be 
said that the expenditure had gone over what t h ~  
Vestry had budgeted for in  the previous year, yet 
fhe matter of raising a loan for the purpose of pur- 
phasing a propertv is brought by the Vestry in  the 
ordinary wag. Therefore the qqestion before the 
Rouse is only one as to whether the Vestry should be 
piven permission to borrow this money to purchase 
this property or not. I suggest to honourable mem- 
bers that they should accept the second reading of 
the Bill, and if they wish to do so, refer it to a Select 
Committee to go into the question of the expediency 
of purchaqing this property at  all or as to whether 
the grice to be paid for the property is a reasonable 
p ~ i c e  or not. I think that in fairness to the honour- 
able introducer of the Bill, I shonld allow him to reply 
to the speeches which were made against the second 
reading of the Bill a t  the last meeting of the House; 
but beyond that I think that any other speeches on 
the lines of those of the last meeting are strictly out 
of order. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Does Your Honour mean 
that only the honourable introducer of the Rill wi!I 
be permitted to reply to the allegations which have 
been made ? 

Mr. SPEAKER.  I think so. I have suggested 
to the Rouse that information as to the expediency 
or otherwise of borrowing this money can be obtained 
by the reference of the Rill to a Select Committee. 

MT. CRAWFORD : I do not think that there is 
any question about wanting information; people who 
are in  a position to reply have the information d. 
ready. Apart from the honourable introducer of the 
Bill, one or two honourable members have been singled 
out and asked to lend their weight and influence in 
pressing for an investigation even before the honour- 
able mover of the second reading of the Bill has re- 
plied to the allegation& 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I do not think that there is 
anything to be gained by any further argument; I 
think that any investigation can better be done by 
referring the Bill to a Select Committee than by the 
House. 

Mr. CRAVFORD: I t  may be difficult to speak 
on the principle of the Bill in Committee. The Com- 
mittee will deal with the sections of the Bill as  they 
come up  one after the other. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the Committee 
will make an investigation as to the axpenditure, and 
I cannot see how that investigation can be gone into 
by the House. 

Mr. TALMA : I fully appreciate Your Honour's 
-ruling and I know that you will grant the members 
of this Chamber full latitude now as you have done 
on previous occasions so that allegations which have 
been unfounded and untrue---- 

MT. SPEAKER : Are you carrying on the debate 
on the lines such as on the last occasion ? 

Mr. TALMA : Not on those lines. 
Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the honourable 

senior member for St. Peter has the right to speak 
first to-day. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I should like to draw 
two points to Your Honour's attention. Firstly, am 
I to understand that you cannot discuss any reason 
for not voting for the second reading of this Bill to 
give the Vestry the authority to raise this loan ? I f  
yoq feel that taxes have been raised- 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I think is this: while 
that may influence this Rouse in saying whether they 
will give permission to the Vestry to raise this loan 
or not, i t  would be better investigated by_ a Committee 
of this House than by the House. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Suppose I am inclined 
to vote for the second reading of the Bill and state 
my reasons for it, am I in order ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you think that the principle 
of the Bill is wrong, that the Vestry shouId not be 
authorised to raise a loan to purchase this property, 
you can speak on that. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Owing to the fact that 
the taxes have been raised already and this Bill will 
be a greater imposition on the taxpayers, I feel that i t  
is my duty and my right to make investigations when- 
ever the permission of this House is sought to raise a 
loan; investigations as to whether they are entitled 
to have this loan for whatever purpose it may be 
required. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I am suggesting is that 
if a Committee is appointed, that Committee will go 
into the whole matter and better results will be oh- 
tained than by this House. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: There is no evidence to 
prove that if the Bill is given its second reading a 
Select Committee will be appointed. I f  this were a 
matter of certainty beyond doubt then you could go 
to that stage. Speaking for myself, I prefer to statz 
my reasons. If you agree to the principle of the Bill I 
think that you should state your reasons for so doing. 
Even if the House vote in favour of the Bill, I would 
like to say here and now that in  connection with a 
matter of such great importance and thinking of what 
i t  entails, I feel that reasons should be given for the 
decision which you make. This is not merely a qnes. 
tion of providing a home and feeding children; no 
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honourable member would be against providing some- 
where to feed children, but before honourable mem- 
bers can give the Vestry permission to raise funds 
for any purpose, they must give their reasons for do- 
ing so. I feel that all is not well here, and before we 
nfake a step such as this we should have our eyes 
wide open to protect the taxpayers. I am not ques- 
tioning Your Honour's ruling by any means, but 'I 
feel that reasons should be given in this matter. I 
have heard that there are those who have some infor- 
mation to give; I am prepared to receive any infor- 
mation which any honourable member has to give be- 
cause this is a matter upon which you need a lot of 
information. I therefore reserve any further remarks 
which I feel will be more appropriately made when 
the information has been given. I am sure that in 
the public interest there is a lot which must be shown 
and known in a matter such as this. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I do not propose to speak 
at any very great length on the second reading of this 
Bill. I am a vestryman myself-I am a member of 
one of the few well-run Vestries in this island (Cheers) 
-and it appears to me that unless s very strong 
case is made out against the Vestry of St. Michael in 
respect of this over-expenditqre, it is our ineluctable 
duty as members of this Chamber to authorise them 
to raise this loan for the purpose as has been set out 
in the Bill. The Vestry want to purchase a property 
to make provision for a Food Centre and further 
accommodation for the staff of the Commissioners of 
Health of the parish of St. Michael, and I say that, 
unless we can actually prove that there has been some 
fraud or some gross negligence on the part of this 
responsible body, we must accede to their request. 
We must all appreciate that in a year like thal which 
bas passed it was quite a difficult matter to aroi~l 
over-spending. The amount of $50,000 sounds lilx 
a big amount to over-spend but we have to cmsitler 
that amount in relation to the total expenditure 3f 
the Vestry for the past year. I n  the case of some 
Vestries, $50,000 is more than what thev spmd for 
the who12 year; but the money which the Vestrv of St. 
Michael expend for a year runs into cons~derable 
figures. When we recall that the Vestry made in- 
creases in respect of their servants during the past 
year, when we hear of the extraordinarily good things 
which they did such as providing cod liver oil for des- 
titute people, it does seem that the? mere working on 
right lines. I t  is difficult to think of anything the 
price of which had not gone up during the past year-- 
as a matter of fact it is difficult to think of anything 
the price of which did not go up from day to day and 
from month to month, and that is why we are dealiRq 
ti-ith a matter of this sort, something which is laudable, 
and I do not think that we should show any disap- 
proval of the matter which is before us- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the House hava 
a perfect right to investigate this matter and see 
whether they should approve or disapprove of this 
loan. but that cannot be satisfactorily done in the 
House. I t  can be satisfactorily done bp a Select Com- 
mittee and I am suggesting to the House that the 
Committee call go into the question as to whether 
this object is a proper object and other matters con- 
nected with the Vestry which should lead them to 
see whether they would feel justified or not in approv- 
ing of this loan. If they found that what has been 
done is perfectly justifiable then there would not be 
anything against approving of this loan. I think the 
House should accept that suggestion. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I think that it would be ap- 
preciated if that Committee can be appointed, but 
we are in this difficulty that i t  is doubtful whethe1 
such a Committee can be appointed at this juncture. 
I take it that when charges are made, the onus is on 
those who make the charges to prove them. I submit 

hat the only way in which we will decide to give this 
311 its second reading or not is when those who have 
nade charges of negligence and corruption suggesting 
L new Tammany Hall racket in this colony, prove the 
lharges which they have made. I n  my submission 
hey must establish certain facts and the honourable 
iitroducer of the Bill or the members of the Vestry 
)f St. Michael in this House will have to satisfy us 

disproving the charges so that this Bill should be 
riven its second reading. Unless the charges can be 
tdequately substantiated, the express purpose ~f 
his Bill is so estremely worthy that it is our dqty to 
iccede to the wishes of the Vestry and grant them 
~ermission to raise this loan for this purpose. I do 
lot know if this matter was carried on the casting 
~ o t e  of the Chairman at the particular meeting of 
he Vestry or if it was agreed to unanimously ; I would 
)e glad if one of the vestrymen would tell us. I see 
;hat there are two ex-members of the Vestry and twc 
)f the present members here; and we will get the 
wpert assistance of the honourable senior member for 
3t. Joseph who is an ex-member of the Vestry as to 
low this Vestry manages its business. I feel that 
Ihere is little that I can usefully add at this juncture 
2nd I will leave it to those who are attacking to prove 
:he force of their attack. If they cannot prove their 
:barges thev their attack fails ; the question is whether 
they can prove those charges or not. If they cannot 
prove them, then of course our position should be to 
xcede to the request of the Vestry and give them per- 
mission to raise this loan. 

Mr. TALMA: I rise not as defence counsel in 
this issue, but to be granted the right to make a few 
remarks. A newspaper appears to make accusations 
zgainst the former Churchwarden of this parish, 'accu- 
gations which are unfounded and cannot be supported. 
Is it because the Progressive T~eame have never sue- 
ceeded in landing a majority of members in the Ves- 
try of St. Michael--_ 

Mr. SPEAKER : I draw the honourable mem- 
ber's attention to Rule 122. 

Mr. TALMA: Is i t  because the honourable 
senio;. member for the City has been th'e most out- 
standing Churchwarden in this parish for the last 
20 years? Is not this a question of jealousy t The 
honourable senior member for St. Michael, and the 
Leader of the House backed h i m  up, and another 
satellite---- 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is 
out of order; the expenditure or over-expenditure 
has nothing to do with the second reading of this Bill. 

Mr. TALMA: I am only asking to be granted 
the opportnnity of ~ay ing  something in connection 
with these allegations which are unfounded and m- 
true. You, Sir, in fairness to the honourable senior 
memb'er for the City will allow others- 

Mr SPEAKER: I will give the honourable 
senior member for the City an opportunity to reply 
to those statements, but I do not think that it is in 
order for other honourable members to speak on that - 

point. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Nobodv has accused 

the hmourable senior member for th; City of any- 
thing. 

Xr. SPEAKER: If the honourable member 
wants to say that there has heen over-expenditure 
or not he is quite in order to say so, but he cannot 
got beyond that. 

Mr. TALMA: There is such a thing as innuendo, 
something said inferentially.The honourable senior 
member for St. Michael has landed an attack- 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member must 
confine himself to the principle of the Bill and not 
worry about innuendos. 
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Mr. TALMA: The honourable senior member 
for the City has presented this Bill on behalf of the 
Vestry of St. Michael. They happen to be hard- 
headed businessmen-men with ability and experi- 
ence- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that that has 
anything to do with the merits of the Bill. 

Mr. TALMA: The Vestry, which is composed 
of a body of hard-headed businessmen, has seen fit 
to apply for permission to raise a loan in order to 
purchase a building in which the poor people will be 
fed more easily-something which this Coalition La- 
bour Government is supposed to be fighting for-and 
they are trying to prevent the Vestry frcm purchas- 
ing the building. They are trying to throw blame on 
a certain member whom they despise, and they have 
no ground to stand upon. The Progressive League 
has always failed to secure seats in the Vestry. As 
far  as the Vestry is concerned, i t  is not a question 
of appointing any Commission of Enquiry; if they 
thought that a Commission of Enquiry were neces- 
sary, thcy mould have appointed one to go into the 
matter. They have proper people trained for that 
job. I t  happens that the Churchwarden of the parish 
in ths past year is a member of this House, the hon- 
ourable senior member for the City, the person to 
whcm this Bill has been handed to be looked after in  
this House, and a lot of allegations have been made 
This is not a question of bringiug a case i n  the Law 
Cdwts ;  I should like to say that unless and until I 
am satisfied that the allegations which have been made 
are correct, I am milling to vote favour ~f the pass- 
ing of this Bill whereby this loan can be rai;~ed to pur- 
chase this building in  order that the poor people can 
be fed more conveniently-something which this 
Coalition Labour Government is supposed to be 
fighting for. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker.-I promise you 
that thoughout this debate I will maintain that ancient 
tradition which is worthy of this House, despite the 
depths to which honourable members have gone. 1 
owe a debt of gratitude to those honourable members 
on that side of the Table, those honourable members 
who mere so reckless in their remarks last Tuesday. 
I owe them a debt of gratitude because they did not 
think that I would be given this opportunity to make 
a statement publicly, and be able to give the taxpayers 
of this parish the real t ruth sur r~unding  these accusa- 
tions which have been thrown in this House at the 
Vestry of St. Michael and their 1947 administration 
by persons who are supposed to be responsible and 
who should have known better, but  they have reasons 
which, I suppose, are ulterior. I am going to deal 
just briefly with the Bill. As I said last Tuesday, 
this Bill merely seeks authority from the Legislature 
of thjx colony, according to the present set-up, to 
be able d u ~ m g  this year, to 'buy additional property 
for the reasons which I gave. If I am permitted to 
remind honourable members of those reasons, they are 
not only to provide accommodation for the sanitary 
and clerical staff of St. Michael, bu t  also to erect 
~d equip a Centre for feeding the poor people of 
this parish, people who have not yet in the majority 
of cases, reached the age for receiving Old Age 
Pen~ions and who, on the recommendation of the 
medical practitioners employed by the parish, are 
ailing and cannot work; and i t  is found that the best 
relief for them would lie to give them a daily meal. 
In  1 d r 7  ion to that, there are a number of underfed, 
unu.* i%ivileged children in this parish who cannot 
be accommodated by the Children's Goodwill League 
and who wend their way to this Centre every dajr 
for a hot meal. You, Mr. Speaker, have rightly 
pointed out that this debate has strayed fmm the 

point, and some honourable members have appreciakd 
the fact that this Bill has nothing to do with the 
present taxation. I t  is a question as to  whether what 
has bten proposed is really desirable or  not, and the 
Vestry have agreed on i t  and if any information on 
that point is necessary, I can only say that the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Thomas, who wa& a 
member of the Committee which made the selection 
of this site, and other members of this House who 
were members of the Vestry can testify that the matr 
ter has beon gone into very carefully. During the 
term of office of the honourable senior member 
for St. Thomas as Churchwarden of St. Michael 
i t  was agreed to purchase this building for 
5950 and to remodel and equip it. If there is 
anything which is worrying honourable members, I 
shall be only too pleased to give them information on 
it. Mr. Speaker, I must thank you for this opywr- 
tunity. despite your ruling, to reply to some of the 
statements which have been made in this House in 
connection with this Bill. For the benefit of those 
honourable members who have not really had any- 
thing to do with parochial administration more than 
reading what they see in the Press, I should just like 
to state a few facts. Accusations have been hurled 
at  the St. Michael's Vestry and their administration 
of last year by the honourable senior member for St. 
Michael who has said this : "It appears as if there has 
been a lot of squandering of the taxpayers' money. 
Everybody will have read quite recently in the Press 
that something like $54,000 of the taxpayers7 money 
h* been squandered." That in  t ruth and in  fact 
is a very strong statempt,  and any honourable mem- 
ber of this House who listens to such a statement 
from another honourable member is bound to ask for 
an explanation. What honourable members after 
hearing that statement would not question whether 
i t  was correct or not? Before I becam-e a merpber 
of this House, I always thought and understood that 
statements from responsible members (A MEXBER: 
Who are supposed to be responsible) carry a lot of 
weight. The honourable senior member for St. Michael 
jays that this money has been overspent and God knows 
what the Vestry can show the taxpayers for it. Well, 
with :he 80,000 inhabitants of this parish that state- 
ment is even stronger as coming from the honourable 
member, the senior representative of the parish. 
Fortunately for the honourable member, this is not 
a court of law, and i t  would appear that the honour- 
able member has taken refuge behind the fact that 
be is a member of the House and made that statement, 
I throw out this challenge to the honourable member; 
let him make statements of this sort outside this 
House. (A MJ3MBER : You can make i t  in  Queen's 
Park) .  The honourable member says in another 
statement that something is definitely wrong. For 
the edification of honourable members who are wil- 
ling to know something of the facts, I shall give them 
briefly a summary of the working of the Vestry last 
year. Before I proceed to do that, I should just like 
to say this: no one knows better than the hanonrable 
senior member for  St. Joseph, the Leader of the 
House, that when statements of this sort are made 
in connection with a Rill of this nature, if document 
arv evidence is produced, the books or documents 
will become documents of the House. Such evidence 
as I have today I presume, Mr. Speaker. that you will 
grant me the right to place before the House in 
view of the headlines which have anpeared in nearlv 
every section of the Press last week. T tnke it that 
there are some honourable members vho srp willin4 
to see that evidence and veigh i t  for what it ir worth. 

Mr. SPEAKER : What are you nronorinp to (10 ? 
Mr. MOTTLEY: At  a later stage I shall crave 

Your Honour's direction. I n  1945-46 estimates for 



work were obtained by the tnen Churchwarden of the 
pansh, tne honourable senior member for St. Thomas 
anu, in turn, they were nanaed over to me. I n  man3 
mstaaues, in his capacity as a contractor, the honour- 
&Le junior member ior  St. Peter was responsible 
for estimates. I say that tor this reason; there could 
hardly be any honourable member on that side of 
the liable who would be courageous enough to say 
anytlling against  he mtegrity of the honourable 
Jurllor illember for St. Peter in giving such estimates 
to the honourable senior member for St. Thomas as 
Churchwarden. The most of the work was done by 
contract with the exception of the remodelling of the 
kitchen at  the St. Michael's Almshouse and the 
erection of the office a t  the Cemetery. The honour- 
able senior member for St. Michael says that a few 
schutes and swings cost the parish $1,000; he goes 
further and is as strong as this: "The people of thls 
parish have been blackmailed." That is a very strong 
statement indeed and it would be impossible, in mjl 
opinion, even if documentary evidence were to be 
produced a t  this stage to convince some honourable 
members otherwise. The honourable member 
also says that the increase in  taxation this year is aa 
a result of this over-expenditure. During the course 
of his remarks, the honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph said that no one will be m better position 
ts give this House an explanation as to this over- 
expenditure than the honourable senior member for 
the City, and I appreciate that very much. Again 
the honourable senior member for St. Michael says 
that we purchased an  old house with nothing but 
wood ants from people in  Black Rock; there again that 
is a very strong statement. May I be permitted to 
allow this House to know that the decision to acquire 
these premises was arrived at after consideration by 
a Committee comprising such people as  His Lordship 
the Bishop, the Dean of St. Michael, the Church- 
warden of St. James, Rev. Dowlen, Messrs. D. G. 
Leacock, Jnr., H. A. Tudor, C. C. Browne. The vre- 
sent Churchwarden of St. Btichael, the honourable 
n o  member for St. Philip, the honourable 
junior member for St. Michael and the honourable 
senior member for St. Thomas who was Chairman 
of the Committee? This site was recommended by 
the Dean of St. Michael. I only mention that  i n  pass- 
ing owing to the innuendos which have been made. 
The expenditure of the parish for the year 1946-47 was 
estimated by the Vestry at  over $500,000; to be 
accurate, i t  was estimated at  $519,662.83. We have 
heard very strong statements about money having 
been over-expended, but let me say this; even if you 
admit that the honourable senior member for St. 
Michael is ignorant as to his whereabouts-I am chal- 
lencring him to bring facts to prove that the Vestry 
of St. Michael have overspent $54,000-the honour- 
able senior member for St. Joseph would know that 
before you can make such a statement you have the 
right as a parkhioner to inspect every bobk. When 
therefore the Leader of the House, one who is looked 
upon by people as being in a responsible position, 
agrees with the statement of the honourable senior 
mcmher for St. Michaelwhen he cannot bring any 
proof of it. I say that that is going too far. I am prov- 
ing beyond the shadow of doubt, Mr. Speaker, I am 
craving vour permission to put in a document signed 
bv the Auditor of the Vestry. Of course there are 
those who will look a t  this with a jaundiced eye which 
can only see yellow, and T suopose that somebody wil! 
SRV that the Auditor. Mr. Pile. has signed a false 
9tatemmt. 1 am reading this document which can 
be made a document of the Rouse. It shows that 
onlv $4,000 has been overspent. The document 
states :- 

"The amount of expenditure which was estimated 
for the gear 1946-47 was $519,662.83. The amount 
actually spent was $523,758.36, which shows that the 

amount of expenditure in  excess or tile e s~ ima~ed  
amount was $+,095.58. I would like to draw your 
attention to this fact;  the amount of expenditure 
llnder the head 'Pour Relief', exceeded the emmated 
a~nount by $29,672.13 but there were amounts saved 
under various heads, which off-set to a certain extent 
this over-expenditure and give the final results as 
stated above. " 

The honourable senior member for St. Joseph has 
associated himself with these malicious statements 
made by the honourable senior member for St. Michael 
but here is a statement signed by the Auditor of the 
Vestry which must be advertised in  the Olqicial 
Qazette in a few days. I have much pleasure in put- 
ting in this document which has been signed by the 
Auditor of the Vestry, and I shall not be surprised 
to hear that these figures have been concocted by him. 
The Auditor has made i t  quite clear that the sum of 
$4,000 was spent i n  excess 'of -the estimated amount, 
but I was mindful of the condition of the people 
and overspent $29,000 on poor relief. I t  was a ques- 
tion of less coffins more food; I saved on co fks  and 
spent more on food. (Cheers) Honourable members 
have launched serious attacks in connection with the 
rates having gone up  and the honourable junior 
member for  the City does not realise that free opin- 
ions from lawyera are never considered to be 
worth whlile. It has been said that it is illegal 
to do this and it is illegal to do that and that  
:he rates for this year have been increased as a result 
sf this over-expenditure. I n  order to prove that i t  is 
not true to say that the taxes in this parish have 
zone up as a result of any over-expenditure, I should 
like to point out that a few weeks ago this House 
unanimously agreed to allow the Vestry of St. Michael 
to pay a cost of living bonus retrospectively. Well. 
the Vestry employ over 400 people from the Paro- 
:hial Treasurer down to the grave-digger and the 
payment of this bonus and retrospective pay cost 
:he parish $66,783.07. The difference between t h ~  
& h a t e d  expenditure for 1946-47 and 1947-48 is 
approximately $140,000. The honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Peter has said that no statement can con- 
vince him that there can be any justification for this 
wer-expenditure but I take it that he will have the 
integrity to say that if only $4,000 has been over- 
?xpended in  a parish which spends over half a m$- 
ion dollars, that cannot be considered reckless. Let 
;he honourable member tell me the parish in  this 
sland which did not over-spend during the year 
1946-47. I ask your Honour's permission to read this. 

Mr. SPEAKER : What is the honourable mein- 
>er reading from 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am reading from the 
Auditor's statement. He says %is : 

"The estimated expenditure for the parish of 
3t. Michael for the current parochial year, that is 
1947-48, is $663,520.24. It is to be noted that this 
smount includes retrospective pay and also cost 
)f living bonus.'' 

He makes the total amount $66,783.07. Now 
the honourable senior member for St.  Micha~l  says 
that the trade tax in respect of people who own motor 
cars has pone up  and that seems to be the onlp s ta te  
ment of fact that was made throughout the debate. 
That tax has gone up  and-I crave the perrnifsion of 
the House to point out how i t  has gone up. This was 
z personal statement which affected the honourable 
member. No returns are sent with regard to hired 
crtrs and from 1936 until 1940 the Vestrv derided to 
rate those who owned hired cars at  $10 per month 
o r  $120 a vem profit. When the War came down no 
types or gasolene could be ohtained and a petition wm 
 resented to the Vestry-thic: can be hacked up  by t h ~  
hononrable senior member for St. Thomas who hm 
left his seat-and from 1941 to 1943 the rats  \%:l% 



reduced to $5 a month or $60 a year pro&. l n  1944 
the Vestry felt that the owners of these cars could 
make a profit of $6 per month profit and rated them 
accordingly. This year the Vestry considered that 
tyres and gasolene can be obtained and they decided 
to put back the rate at $10 per month profit. The 
honourable senior member for St. Nichael once said 
that he can get $80 per month out of this business, 
and he now bully rags and says that the tax has gone 
up twice as much as it was last year. There is no 
truth in that; let the honourable member use his 
judgment if he has any. The (increase in taxes for this 
year is 19% and everybody's taxes have been increas- 
ed-not the honourable memlber's taxes alone. The 
honourable member should have calculated-it would 
be impossible for his taxes to be doubled thia 
year. Will not the honourable member 
use his own commonsense and stop having to play 
second fiddle to people l 

I will now deal with the honowhble senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph; I do not want to misquote him 
and I will therefore refer to my notes. The honour- 
able member said that on recelvlng lils tax blll, xhe 
a,mount of which had increased, he became a bit 
worried and he knew how people in the lower in- 
come brackets took it. When the value of the hon- 
ourable member's house went down, the taxes were 
lowered. I am not making statements in this House 
just for the purpose of getting publicity and notori- 
ety. (Chees). In  1946 the honourable member's 
parochial tax was $48 and this year it was $37 the 
reason being that the valuation of his house went 
down. The honourable member as Leader of the 
House must not merely get on the floor of the House 
and try to bully people. Honourable membels will 
know from experience that the fixing of taxes is a 
matter for the assessor, and the honourable senior 
member for St. J m p h  will know that an lncrease 
of 11.9% or even 2% could not cause the taxes to b" 
so much greater. The honourable junior member 
for the City has said that he cannct pay his taxes; 
it is txue that rthle amount of his bill has gone up. 
As a result of the assessment made, the value of the 
honourable member's house has gone up, and if the 
assessor has given an increased valmtion the Vestry 
have no alternative than to increase the rate. An- 
&her point is this: no one could pass over lightly 
the statement that $1,000 was paid for a few scliutea 
and swings withiout lretting this House know some- 
thing of the facts. I happened to be the chief Execn- 
tive Officer of the Vestry in 194'6-47, and what could 
point more to reckless spending during my adminis- 
tration than that statement? If you will permit 
me, Sir, to explain further, any work which was done 
by the Vestry was done after estimates have 
been s&mitted to them. I have in my hand a state- 
ment Bigned by the Clerk of the Vestry and 
I am happy to say that it disproves those vicious, 
worthless, reckless and malicious statements which 
have been made from the floor of this House. I 
say, fully conscious of my responsibility, that reck- 
less and malicious misstatements have been made 
just to hold certain people up to ridicule. Despite 
what honourable members on that side of the Table 
have to s8y, I will continue to be popular with the 
people of the parish. (Clieers). 

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the honourable member 
t o  confine his remarks to this question of over-expen- 
diture. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: T have h e h  a copy of t he  
Minutes of the meeting of the Queen's Park Com- 
mittee when it was agreed to provide these schut~e 
and swings. There is a vicious rumour going 
around and the honourable seqim member for St< 
Micba'el h$s pot conEased arjl to what he hlas been 
told to say and what he dare not refuse to say. The 

honourable senior member for St. Joseph said 
that as long as there is no secret com,?nisslon being 
paid he would be s a t s e d  to listen to an explanation 
-let me ask: at  my age and with the honour- 
able member's experience and opportunity who 
should know more about paying secret commissions? 
I have heard something outside- - .  

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that I cannot let 
the honourablie member make that statement. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I submit to Your Honour's 
ruling but this is a statement of the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph- 

Mr. ADAMS: I was very careful not to make 
any reference to the honourable member. I do not 
know whethkr he carried any responsibility for what 
seems to be over-expenditure and I was very care- 
ful not to say anything that would point to him. 
When the honourable miember makes a statement like 
that, I must object to it. 

Mi-. SPEAKER: I ask the honourable member 
to withdraw that statement. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: If I am not quoting the hon- 
ourable member correctly it is a matter for the OE- 
cial reporter. The ho&ourable member said that there 
may be very good reasons for this over-expenidture and 
as  long as he was satisfied that there was no secret 
commission being paid- 

Mr. ADAMS : How is that an accusation against 
you? 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am saying t h t  any ackusa- 
tions against the Vestry includes me, and as an Ex- 
Vestrymen and in his position the honourable senior 
for St. Joseph would know more about the payment 
of secret commissions than I vould. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has 
no right ta make a statement such as that which he 
has made and I ask him to withdraw it. 

W. MOTTbEY: If that is your ruling, I will 
most respectfully withdraw it. With regard to the 
building at the Cemetery, the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Michael says that a little 2 X 4 building 
a t  the Cemetery cost the parish a lot of money. 
(Mr. Cox: I t  cost $3,400). I should like to let 
this House know that this building is 24 X 173 ft.  
with a cmcrete porch 12 X 9 ft. The building is con- 
structed of solid setone with all the necessary sani- 
t a y  equipment and furniture and the cost is $3,400, 
which 1s $200 less than the estimate. Merely mak- 
&g a statement about this building without having 
entered it to measure it or put the fack before the 
House is not the duty of a responsible member. 
Besides the $66,000 for the paynent of Cost of Liv- 
ing Bonus and retrospective pay, there are several 
other items to which I could draw the attention of 
this House, are partly responsible for the increase 
in taxes before we actually come to vote on the 
matter. Mr. Speaker, there are many other things 
which have caused an increaicle in tasation for the 
year 1947-48. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I rule that that does not come 
into the matter a t  all. There could not be any over- 
'expenditure in the year ahead. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : Every honourable member 
who spoke on thk matter attributed the incrased 
taxation to the over-expenditure, and it is my duty 
to show on the part of the Vestry just reasons why 
this Bill should be passed. Again i t  is not true to 
say that this increased estimafed expenditure of 
$140,000 approximately for this year is in any war 
connected with the over-expenditure last year. 
Therefore I am bound to satisfy honourable m m -  
bers that this increase is due to  c d n  other reasons 

Mr. 'SPtEAKER: I think that sou. have already 
said that the over-expendihee ia only @,000 there- 
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foPe any question of inmeaszd expenditure this year 
could not affect that at all. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: f think that honourabl'e 
members should know that owing to the increase by 
the Vestry of parochial pensions. from 7s. to 10s. per 
month, the increase in the numbfer of scholarships- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that the hon- 
ourable member should speak on that point. Chz 
over-expenditure is oiily $4,000, not $54,000. 

Mr. MOl'TLEY : 1 should like to say that those 
honourable nze~bers who spoke so strongly agaillst 
this. Bill gave as their reasons that there has beep 
this over-expeiditure. At the office of the 
Board of Cruardidns they are bonnd by statute 
to be given a copy of the Estimates for 1 9 4 7 4 8 .  
Teat will show that the amount estimated to be 
 pent under Poor RRlief is over $50,000 in erness of 
last yrar's. The honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph says that he does not know if t h i ~  house 
which was p~rchased in Black Rock was rotten or 
not, but the parish of St. Michael could have gaved 
that money by applying to the Government for the 
land. I should like to clear up that point because no 
one in this colony should have more interest in 
this matter than the honourable member and 
if he knew that the Government were w m g  
to  give this land, he could have seen about 
that. Let me say for the information of the 
honourable member that the V e s t 9  of St. Wchael 
have not bought this place; an anonymous benefactor 
has purohased it and given it to the parish. It is a 
fact that in this vicinity-the honourable member 
as a member of the Housing &ard and he knows that 
5200 per acre was paid for land there. There are 
people who know everything and I must make the 
facts clear. Before the Warr %20CL per acre was pdd 
for this .land, and the Vestry agreed ta take eight 
acres of the land together with the h w ~ e  f ~ t  the sum 
of £5,000. I feel that 1: have been able by the 
Auditor's statement, which I do not believe afiybody 
ivould challenge, to prove t h e  falsity of the statement, 
that $54,000 has been over-spent. There is one 
fiewspaper- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that this has 
anything to do with the debate. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: The newspaper reports, es- 
pecially those which seem to be taken from-- 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are iiot now dealing with 
aempaper reports: you are dealing with whether 
the House agree to the second reading of this B& 
or rrot. 

M? .890TTLEP : But the various speakers actu- 
ally mentioned that this amount of over-expnditu1.e 
was published in the newspQers and that is why 1 
mentimed the newspaper reports. 

Mr. S-PEAKER: That was a, question of saying 
that there had beea over-expenditure e r  carekss 
expenditure. 

Mr. MOT'TLEY: I do not think that have 
huch m m  to  say in this matter, but there is nothing 
wIiich has been done behind closed hors .  It h~ 
struck me that them 3~ a dateaent which bas been 
made in connection with the Vestry of St. Michael 
a d  wkhh. will do 'mueh h a m  if it i s  not m-4; 
it is tthe statelnent of the honorurabk senior member 
for St:Michael that the parish is: in a date af b8&- 
ruptcy. At the end- 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can cnly de%;te what_ the 
honourable member has said if that Q suficlwt 
ground to refuse the second reading of this Bill. 
What the honrrurable member smd has nothing to 
do with the matter before the H~use .  

Mr. MOTTLEY: The honourable member has 
made statements in this House to the effect that "the 

con&tions a t  Qe Vestry are so bad, that thee are 
actually in aistate of bankruptcy and that the t w r y  
have to go around to get people to pay them 
taxes -sc as to raise money to pay salaries. 
Well, it must be presumed that a t  the end of t k  
financial year there was no money and the Legislature 
gave permission to the Vestry to b o r r m  59,000 to 
pay salaries and other expenses yf the parmh. When 
you take that money at the end of STarch and pay 
salaries in April, how else can you pa3 salaries In the 
month of Mayfif you do not ask people whose taxes 
are due to pay them within 21 days? That must 
happen until steps are taken to allow the Vestry 
KO 5orrowlmore than £9,000. There is one last state- 
ment which I should like to put in ;  it is a statement 
which must in one way or another carry,'some weight . 
is to the voting on the second reading of this Bill. 
Fhis statement has been signed by the Inspector of 
Pdor and it has been taken from the statistics relating 
;o 'Poor RelTef aad it is a statement whichl is annually 
riven to  the Chief Medical OBcer of this colony for 
:he benefit of %he Government. I am putting in 
.hese statements to show if there was any mismanage- 
aent a r  not because one honmrable member, the 
ionourable senior member for St. Michael, says that 
30d only knows what the Vestry has to show for 
;his money. I observe fm the benefit of this House 
;hatithe number of persons relieved is shown in the 
rtatementi-a statement which honourable members 
:an see if they want to do so. The expenditure on 
Pool. Relief for 1945-46 airs against that for 1946-47 
is shown and I have much pleasure in putting in this 
documentary evidence. There has been a tremen- 
dous increase in the number of persons who are given' 
relief from time to time, and an administrative body 
such as the Vestry can do no better, more espeGally 
in these days, 'than to follow in some instances the 
policy of this Labour Govenunent in handling $he 
poor. People who draw pensions have been increased 
by 50% or 100% ; the 'poor people receive 3s. and 4s. 
a week and children 1/6 a week. No fault can be 
attributed either to the Vestry or the Board of 
Guardians; daring the year the p r i e s  of cornmad- 
ities like milk and rice went up. Milk went from 9c. 
:Q l lc .  per pint and rice went to 6c. per pint. We 
hear i t  stressed so often that you should not over; 
spend; let me tell this House that there werz 500 
people in an institution-this happened during my 
term of office-and you could not get one iota from 
the merchants jn Bridgetown and represdationa 
Bad to be fm& t o  the Control Board so as to be aMe 
to feed "the people. Ttbe honourable senior member 
EOT St. Jmeph knows this; it is no fault of mine. 
Under the present, get-up you are allowed to lay a 
a special rate if you find that you have exceeded your 
estimates for fPaor Relief. The Vestry knew well 
enoagh that they were exceeding their estimates for 
Poor Relief and they had the rigbt to lay a fresh 
rmte as'in the case of sanitation; but to send out tax 
bilk to 17,006) people the amount of istationery, etc, 
required would have omt about $2,000 in order to 
raise $4,095.53 which -has been over-expended. If 
you look a t  the general expenditure you are bound 
to make up for it. What would be the because 
you are over-spending, of laying a special rate and 
taxing the peopb of this parish to make up  for the 
over-expenditure when you have the money there 
under other Reads? As regards the question of 
unpaid vouchers, of course you must have 
unpaid vouchers. If a t  the 24th of March, 
Mr "A" goes out of office as Churchwarden 
andr'l;lands over to  Mr. "B" and there is an amount 
of about $20,000 which has not been paid, you mush 
have u n ~ a i d  vouchers which the in-coming Church- 
these matters, not merely to get up w-ith the usuai 



members to be honest and to take some interest in 
claptrap-. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honowable member must 
stick to the point. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I take i t  that I have exhausted 
the ~a t i ence  of hmourable members and that they 
are feeling that, i t  is now late and they want to 
decide one way or the other in this matter. Your 
Honour has suggested that this Bill should be referred 
to a Select 'Committee but I say with all due defer- 
ence to you and to this House that no useful purpose 
can be served by doing that. You can have a Com- 
mission of Enquiry if you like to do !so. Sometimes 
I wonder what wculd really happen tu those honour- 
able members who have the temerity to offer opposi- 
tion-I really wonder what would happen if 
absolute power is given to those honourable members 
on that side of the Table. What will really happen if 
they can get down so low as to oppose people because 
they do not agree to be "yes-men" for  them? There 
are some people whose bodies are being elevated 
but i t  seems difficult for them to keep their minds 
from the mud and mire. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that the hon- 
ourable member is using any arguments as to the 
merits of the Bill. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I n  order to defend the cause 
of the Vestry, I have to defend my own cause. I am 
wondering now if, despite all that was said, honour- 
able members will aprw that the facts are as I have 
presented them. I have taken time off to get the 
~ iudi tor ' s  statement in order to present those facts. 
This Bill has been on the Order Paper since the time 
of the late honourable junior member for the City, 
Mr. Peirce. 'I view with apprehension the fact that 
the honourable senior member for St. Thomas, who 
knows as much about this matter as I do, has absented 
ilimself from the House now that the matter is being 
discussed. A man should either stand or fall by his 
cmvictions. Why has the honourable member left 
the House? He dare not vote ~ g a i n s t  his Party. I 
have his Report which he has signed. I say: let hon- 
ourable members vote as they like to-day on the merits 
of this Bill and not against an individual. You hear 
that the Yestry have squandered money and you see 
to-day that the position is not as you have heard. This 
falsity that $54,000 has been over-spent has been 
hatched in the mind of some wicked person. I t  is a 
quedion for honourable members to decide as t c  
whether or not i t  is necessary to have this Food Gen. 
t re ;  whether these people should be allowed to stay 
out in the weather o r  whether they should be placed 
in a proper dining hall with proper tables, etc., where 
children from the various schools in  the parish can 
get a hot meal. If honourable members have the cour- 
age to vote against this Bill now that all the facts 
have been put before them, it is only because they 
want to do something that will hold one man u p  t c  
ridicule. I conclude by saying that I am mindful of 
the words of a great author : "Since right is righ? 
and God is God, then right the day must win." f 
challenge any honourable member to vote against this 
Bill. (Loud and prolonged cheers.) 

Mr. MAPP: I have heard much clever talk on 
this motion but certain honourable members seem to 
v a n t  to hear more, and I will add something to the 
debate. 'I have heard many personal allegations made 
this afternoon and I have heard a big defence. I do 
not know how much these schntes and swings cost. l 
do not know whether after I have concluded my re. 
marks ;+ can be hurled a t  me that I have been per- 
sonal 3 n  more than one occasion I have criticised 
the present parochial administration of this islancl 
I say that it is obsolete ; I say that the expenditure by 
parochial boclie~.; on social measures should be 300 per 

!ent. over-expenditure-if justice is to be done. None 
f us would be against over-expenditure such as that 

?or the simple reason that there is too much under- 
:xpenditure by these parochial Bodies; but the gist 
~f our contention is that the position here reveals 
Fross mismanagement and inefficiency. The honoura- 
ble member who has just sat down has said that in 
wder to defend the Vestry he has to defend himself. 
The honourable member from his sick bed enquired 
whet.her no one could defend him on this cccasion- 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the honourable member 
ihowing that there has been over-expenditure B 

Mr. MAPP: Yes, Sir;  I will show that in thi,  
I'estry there has beep gross mismanagement. With 
Vegard to the property which was bought for the Chil 
Iren's Home, I am asking if it is not a h e t  that the 
Vestry appointed three appraisers. I will name them 
-Messrs. Herbert Williams, C. R. Armstrong and 
H. W. Clarke. They recommended that the'property 
should be bought for S2,800 and it is worth S2,800. 
The honourable senior member for the City has said 
:hat the Vestry did not buy the property for S5,OC)O 
3ut a benefactor has bought it. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I said that and I can clarify 
t. The anonymous benefactor was present, saw this 
place and carried his own valuers there. 

Mr. MAPP : That explanation is a remarkable 
me. Here i t  is that the Vestry appointed three np- 
praisers; they are spending money to the best of the 
people's interest, they appointed these appraisers -,vho 
recommended that the property be bought for &2,800 
2nd they are saying that this benefactor carried his 
o w n  appraisers to value it behind them. The honour- 
sble member has not yet told us what the benefactor's 
appraisers recommended. I am saying that the posi- 
tion reveals gross mismanagement, a state of affairs 
ahich is extremely bad. I do not think that we should 
be called upon to give authority to the Vestry to raise 
further loans until matters have been cleared up. AU 
the explanations which have been made may sound 
extremely good and lucid, and there may be a per- 
sonal appeal in them but they do not satisfy U$. 'I 
repcat thst none of us would be against any over- 
expenditure by the vestries in  connection with social 
measures, but i t  must be done properly. They 
spend too little on social measures. One hears 
that the persons whom the honourable mem- 
ber is now defending say that they did not 
know how the over-expenditure was caused and 
that the honourable member had to come out of bed 
pad say, "YOU know how it mas caused and you did 
not defend me. You agree to the rates and when the 
Churchwarden is absent you make these attacks." 
The whole position reveals mismanagement on the part 
of the Vestry, not the honourable senior member for 
the City. We have not indulged in any personal alle- 
gations. I say that matters in connection with the 
Vestry will have to be made clear before I can agree 
to give them the authority to raise this loan. 

Mr. FOSTER: Advantage is being taken of this 
Bill. This is a petition from a responsible body-the 
Vestry of St. Michael--elected by the taxpayers, and 
whether my Party votes for this Bill or  not, I am 
prepared to vote for it. (Cheers.) Although my 
Party wants a Commission of Enquiry I am support- 
ing this Bill. I am a Vestryman of 25 years' standing 
and I would rather resign my seat before I turn  
down this Bill. 

Mr. GALE: Very often out of evil cometh 
good. I should like to say that several honourable 
members have a habit of getting to their feet and 
making reckless and unfair statements about men, 
matters and institutions. I am very pleased to see 
to-day that the accusations which have been hurled 
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a t  the Vestry of St. Michael last Tuesday have been 
aaswareu uy tne nonourable senlor mernarr l u r  TWC 

bity. Sveryone 01 them has been answerea in  i r  
nlasterly manner and to the satisiactlon or any Iair- 
minded person. If we had a jury sltting here to-day 
and they heard the answers which the nououral>ld 
senior member for the City gave to tne accusations 
about over-expenditure ana waste of money-if they 
were fair-minded men they could only return one 
verdict and that is that the accusations were abso- 
lutely unjustified and unfounded. The honourable 
senior member for the City has given a full and un- 
qualified explanation of everythmg. As far  as the 
question of taxes going up  is concerned, we have 
people in  this colony who go around and say: "Pay 
people more money, pay everybody more money" and 
how can you pay people more money if you do not 
tax people more? "The Government is paying more 
and the Vestry should pay more" is the cry on every 
side, but how are the Vestry to pay more if they do not 
increase the rates? If expenditure goes up you have 
to pay higher wages. You will find that people will 
preach that this thing should be done and that thing 
should be done, but when hey have to pull t hek  
pockets they raise objections. 

Mr. RAMSAY: I should like to approach this 
question in  a calm attitude and I am saying what my 
mind tells me to say. Quite a lot has been said in 
connection with this matter and it has done a lot of 
good. It is said that if you want to catch bees, yon 
have to clear the atmosphere and I hope that thinga 
have been said which will clear the atmosphere. I 
think that the honourable junior member for St. An- 
drew has struck the correct chord. A responsible Body 
such as the Vestry have sent this petition to this 
House. The over-expenditure is nothing to do with 
this Bill. What we have to decide is whether or not 
we are going to allow the Vestry to raise this loan to 
do what they have set out to do. They say that thev 
want to purchase this building for a certain amount 
of money; they want to provide for a Food Centre so 
as to feed the poor people of the parish and, i t  looks 
to me, the poor people of the island because 1 know 
that they feed people from all over the island in 
Bridgetown. I know that people come from all over 
the island and live and pilfer in Bridgetown. We 
have to feed them because they are in dire need. 1 
say these things because when we start to get hot we 
leave out the salient points. As regards the conten- 
tion between the honourable senior member for St. 
Michael and the honourable senior member for the 
City, that is nothing to do with this Bill. You know, 
Mr. Speaker, that the price of everything has go* 
u p  and the only people who do not overspend are 
those who do not intend to spend. Every Church- 
warden who is progressive-minded and progressive in 
outlook has to overspend (Cheers). Sometimes a 
Churchwarden thinks that he ia stlvlng money but he 
mry multiplies by three the work of the next Church- 
warden. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I do not think that that has 
anything to do with this Bill. 

Mr. RAMSAY : I see that, Mr. Speaker ; that is 
by the way. I do not think that we should do any- 
thing to prevent this Bill from being passed and we 
should do everything possible to have a full enquiry 
made into the state of affairs. His Excellency the 
Governor should be called upon to institute such a 
Commission of Enquiry as has never existed and if 
necessary lock up  some people. I shall vote for this 
Bill because we want to accommodate the Sanitary 
Board. We have the nurses and the inspectors who 
PO around and look after the health of the people. 
There are those who see that good milk is obtained 
for  the school children. We cannot bp proerwsive 
in  outlook on one side and not on the other. Where- 
ever there is much smoke there must be some fire. 

Do not let anybody believe that the Vestry are, like 
baesar's wlie, above suspicion. I have been associatecl 
w m ~  V estries and l know that very often a Church- 
warden may have to correct someuoay wno 1s word- 
ing lor nlm and if he smells the fire he has to r u n  
irom i t  so as to save hls face. I say: let the Com- 
mission of Enquiry be set up but vote for t u s  S111 to- 
day. l f  you put i t  off for six months you are only 
withholding these amenities from the people. l am 
a taxpayer and I never pay as much taxation as I 
woula hke to pay. I know that certain assessors 
lower the rates in certain cases ; that is politics. How- 
:ver, 1 want to admonish honourable members to 
Leave out this personal atmosphere; we are human 
beings and certain honourable members will have. 
something to say about certain other honourable- 
members. I am inducing and admonishing you gen- 
tlemen to leave out the personal atmosphere, leave out 
the political end of it and vote for this Bill and allow 
the Vestry to raise this money. '4- 

Mr. CRAWFORD rose to speak. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has 

already spoken; 1 draw your attention to Rule 142. 
i w .  cKAW&'UnL)  : Y spoke on-the motloa ior  

icljournment of tne House. I did not make or second 
;he motion. 

iMr. SPEAKER:  What are you going to speak 
In now :l 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I am speaking on the motion 
for the second reading of the Sill. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The honourable member may 
go on; I thought that you had moved the adjourn- 
ment of the House. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Despite the able manner i n  
which the honourable senior member for the City has 
vindicated himself, no one would be bold enough as 
to claim that everything is well with the St. Michael's 
LTestry. My particular complaint against this Vestry 
which is asking us to give them permission to raise 
this money is that, for the greater part, the people 
who are its members are some of the most reaction- 
ary people in this colony, and as such they cannot 
always be expected to sympathise with the needs of 
the working classes of this colony. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I s  that any reason for not 
giving them permission to raise this loan to purchase 
this property l 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I have never said that. 
Apart from the fact that they are reactionary in out- 
look, they are always very rich people. Probably be- 
cause they are reactionary they are rich or vice vensa. 
therefore it is all the more amazing that people who 
are both rich and reactionary should be asking m 
today to allow them to raise money to p r o ~ ~ d e  thi3 
Food Centre for the poor people, and people who 
profess to represent the working classes are opposing 
this request. Sir, if the rich, reactionary people who 
comprise the St. Michael's Vestry allow themselves 
to be so completely in sympathy with the working 
classes, there is all the more reason why the people 
who profess to be the representatives of the working 
classes should be more than willing to support s 
motion such as this which has as its object the pro- 
tection of the interests of the poor classes in this 
community. I t  seems to me that for reasons which 
are absolutely nothing a t  all to do with the principle 
of the Bill, the time of this House has been taken up 
for the last two meetings by people who are only 
desirous of casting aspersions a t  other people. 

Mr. SPEAKEE:  I have tried to ston honour- 
able members when they got psrsonal. The ques- 
tion of personality has been underlying this whole 
debate and I again ask honourable members to stop 
beinp personal. 

Mr. CR<AWFORD : T am only giving rpratnitnus 
advice which. if followed, would be of benefit for 
the future. If we keep to the principle involved 



and leave out personalities we will get on. I f  the 
honourable senior member for Ss. h ~ x h a e l  tried to 
get in rhe Vestry and tailed to do so, hls grievance 
1s lagamst the ratepayers of St. I\lichael, not against 
the Vestry. His grievance 1s to accuse the rate- 
payers of not seeing what 1s best in a man, not to 
accuse the Vestry of inefficiency or misconduct in  
this House. Jqe have devoted no less than six hours 
to the consideration of this Bill, and most of the 
& b e  has been spent in making allegations which 
have been proved to be unfounded. What ready 
brought me to my feet is this; on the last occasion 
the honourable junior member for the City said 
and emphasiwd ill the course of his remarks that 
he hoped that I would exert my influence and 
weight to see that this Commission of Enquiry is 
appointed. Frankly, I was a w z e d  a t  the attituae 
of the honourable member. I had previously asso- 
ciated him in my mind with the sort of impartial 
person who is willing to hear bath sides of the story 
-both the prosecution and the defence-before he 
jumps to any conclusion. I was amazed to see him- 

Mr. LEWIS: Members of this very Vestry, 
including the honourable junior member for St. Mich- 
ael, took part in a recent debatie in connection with 
the Hospital and accused the Boal'd of reckless ex- 
penditure without having full knowledge of the facts. 

Mr. GALE : I object to that statement; I never 
a i d  anything of the kind. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I am not a member of the 
(Fa t ry ,  and even if smh  statements were made, I 
do not see-why I should be singled out and asked to 
exert my influeme i n  getting this Commission of 
Enquiry set up. There is no ieason why people 
should allow their pkission to warp their judgment. 
%%at we have heard in this Chamber to-day is sucb 
a s  to make the accusers hang th;eir heads in shame 
if they have any sense of what is principle and what 
is fiot. Perhaps the honourable senior member for 
the City might be well advised to make his defence 

' t o  a widfer audience. I should like to say this; il 
is most unsatisfactory that the senior members oi 
this Chamber-people who by reason of the length 

'of time they were in this Chamber are entitled in  
some respects to be regarded as elder statesmen- 
will associate themselves with ill-founded accusa- 
tions which are made by people who ought to knon 
better. If th~at continues. we will never get a n y  
thing done. The honourable senior member for the 
Citv has shown that the over-expenditure is onlj 
$4,000 ; the honourable senior member for St. 3Iichael 
says that i t  is $40,000- 

Mr. COX: The honourable member cannol 
speak the truth wen sometim~s. I never mid that 

Mr. CRAWFORD: B e  said $54,000. Wher 
people like the honourable senior memuer for S t  
Michael come up against so nian-y figures they ge 
lost; they cannot follow them \and 5,000 and 500,00( 
b o g  the same way to them. It is only & waste o' 
time to put certain figures before certain peoplc 
when they are incapable of dealing with tBem. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable senior mem 
ber for the City gave some reason? far having the Bi' 
passed, but you are not now giving any reasons a 
an. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am sum or tin^ this Bi 11 
and I am voicing my protest ag&st h&ng been 
kept here until this late hour unnecessarily. The 
people to whbm this chastisement has been ,admin- 
istered by the honourable senior member for thi! 
City should see to i t  that they never a@ain hold 
themselves up to such ridicule. and that in future 
tHev will t ry  to jnstify any allegations before they 
,make them. 

Mr. GARNER: I was loath to sav anvthine: on 
this matter because I can see from what I read in 

.he Press that from start to finish it is only m, politi- 
:a1 issue. I am voting for this Bill because the 
principle is a good one. We have a so-called Labour 
&overnment in power and what do we find? We 
End that th,e Leader of the House has allowed him- 
3elf to be s ~ a y e d  by somebody who has no knowledgt 
:f what is going on in this island. 

Mr SPEAKER: The honourable member must 
lot be personal. 

MS. GARNER: I am not being personal; I a m  
saying that i t  would have been a laudable thing if 
the Labour Government had commended the Vestry 
In having brought f o r ~ ~ a r d  this Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What has that gat to do with 
[he priacip4e of the Bill? 

Mr. GARNER: It is the desire of the Vestry 
3f St. Michael to acquire this property so that the 
poor people can be *d there and that is a very 
laudable object indeed. There are those who are 
putting whatever interpretation they like on it. I 
think that when the people are sending their repre- 
sentatives to this House, they bhould see whether 
they are getting the 6hadow or the substance. When 
this Bill was brought, here by the latie honourable 
junior member for the City, Mr Peirce, it \&is a 
very laudaHle Bill and m w  fiecause it is id the da&e 
of the honourable senior member for the City, i t  i s  
cot laudable. It was very laudable then but because 
of personal prejudice i t  is not laudable to-day. I 
feel very elated to see how the honourable senior 
member for the City has vindicated his character 
to-day. The honourable member has been returd- 
ed at  the head of the poll on many occasions, and 
this will entitle him to be returned in  even  large^ 
numkiers in the future. 

MEMBERS : Question? 
Mr. SPEAKER:  A motion has been made that 

this Bill be now read a second time. An amend- 
ment h'as been moved that this Bill be read this doay 
six months. The question is that the words proposed 
to be deleted stand part of the motion. Honourable 
members in favour of that will dease say "Ayc", 
those against Kill please say "ATo". I think the 
"Ayes" have it. 

A division was taken as follows :- 
Ayes :Dr. ~ ~ S O N ,  Messrs. KAMSAY, BRANCKER, 

FOSTER, BLACKMAN, CRAWORD, GARNER, TALMA* 
MOTTGEY, HAYNBS, GALE, S. A. WALCOTT, WILKIN- 
SON, and  WARD.-^^. 

Nos : Messrs L ~ w r s ,  F. h. TALCOTT, COX, MAPP) 
?!nd ADAMS-5. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The question has been 
resolved in  the affirmative, fourteell honourable mea- 
bers voting "Aye" and five honourable members 
voting "NO". 

The second reading was p a s d .  

T H E  ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. ADAMS: I n  viey of the lateness of the C 
hour, I think that we should adjourh at  thir3 stage. 
I have other legislative business to do and I have an - p-~ 
appointment for six o'clock. I hope that when 
honourable members are placed in a position sirailar 
to that in  which I am placed this afternbon, they 
will not expect me to agree to an early cadjotkrnment 
as I have had to do this session. I f  honotwable mem- 
bers are in  agreement I suggest that  thb Order 
Paper remain as i t  is. I beg to  move that  this House 
do now adjourn to this day week, the 8th day of 
July. 1947. at  twelve o'clock noon. 

Mr. COX: I beg to seconh tHat. 
Mr. LEWIS:  Speaking on the motion of the 

adjournment of the House. I should like to know 
whether the documents which have been put  in to- 



day in conuection with this Bill which we were jabt 

+U 
considering will be printed and circulated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: They are documents which p belong to the House. 
Mr. LEWIS: In view of the interest display- 

e in these documents, if there is no law against 
Jc$mb.* it, I am suggesting that it would be a good 
thing to have them printed and circulated. 

l 

'Phe question that this House do now adjourn 
to this day week, the 8th day of July, 1947, at  twelw 
o'clock noon was put and resolved in the afErmative 
without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER accor~lingly adjonrned the 
House to Tuasday next, the 8th day of .July, 1957, 
at twelve o'cloek noon. 




