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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Taesday, 8th July ,  1947. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly 

met at  12 o'clock noon to-day. 

Present. 

His Honour Mr. G. B. E ~ Y N  (Speaker), His 
Honour Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER, (Deputy dpeaker), 

l * "  
+. - Mr. J. T. C. RAMSAY (Chairman of Committees), 

~ ~ C l \ ~ e s s r s .  A. E .  S. LEWIS, L. B. S m ,  F. L. WBLCOTT, 
+ M. E. Cox, D. A. FOSTER, H. W. SPRINQEI~, M.A., 

H. D. BLACKMAN, C. E. TALMA, E. D. MOTTLEY, J.A 
RAYNES, B.A., V. C. GALE, and S. A. WALCOTT. 

After prayers, Messrs. CRA~FORD and MAPP enter 
the House and take their seats. 

MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on the 
1st July, 1947, having been circulated are taken as 
read and confhmed with an amendment. 

Mr. WJLKINSON enters the House and takes his 
seat. 

PAPERS LAID 
L- 

' .I* 
W. 

er L Mr. SPRINGER: Mr. Speaker,-On behalf of 
3 &e honourable senior member for St. Joseph I have 

the honour to lay on the table of the House the follow 
ing Papers :- 

Report of the Commissioner of Enquiry into ex- 
penditure in connection with the building of new 
Pay Ward "A" a t  the Barbados General Hospital. 

Statement of expenditure of the Housing Board 
to the 31st of March, 1947. 

NOTICES 

Qwernment Notices are given as follows:- 
Mr. CRAWPORD: Resolution to place the sum of 

335,000 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to provide for the purchase and installa- 
tion of additional pumping machinery and mains for 
?he Waterworks Department, and for expenses inci- 
,dental thereto. 

Mr. SPBINGER (On behalf of Mr. Adams) : 
Resolution to advance the of M07 from the Pub- 
lic Treasury (to be subsequently refunded as a free 
grant under the provisions of the Colonial Develop- 
nient and Welfare Act on terms and conditions stated 
ill the Message from the Honourable the House of 

Assembly to His Excellency the Governor dated the . 
14th of December, 1943) to supplement Resolution 
No. 39/1946 to cover the cost of a course of training 
in the United Kingdom for the Chief Clerk of the 
Labour Commissioner 'S Department. 

Mr. BLACKMAN : Resolution to place the sum 
of S300 at  the disposal of the Hospital Board to 
enable the Board to pay wages to the artisans em- 
ployed at  the General Hospital during the period 1st 
April to 11th September, 1946, a t  the approved rates 
of pay. 

Mr. SPRINGER: Of my intention to move the - 
House into Committee of Supply a t  its next meeting 
to consider the money Resolutions of which notice has 
just been given. 

Mr. ADAMS enters the House and takes his seat. 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. ERANCKER: To enquire of the senior 
member of the Executive Committee present in the 
House at  its next meeting :- 

l. How many vacancies a t  present exist7in the 
Barbados Police Force unfilled as a result of the Cal- 
rer Recommendation for reduced personnel t 

2. Will Government cause such vacancies, if 
any, to be filled immediately and the Force brought 
up to full strength t 

Mr. JBRANCKEE: To enquire of the senior 
Member of the Executive Committee present at  the 
next meeting of this House:- 

Has the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
refused to 'grant the applicatidn of the Governors of 
the Parry, Coleridge, and Alexandra Schools to 
enable a cost-of-living, or interim, allowance of forty 
per cent to be paid to the non-teaching, non cler* 
staff of those three schools l 

Ifcso, will the Government give their reasons for , 
such refusals t 

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior, 
member of the Executive Committee present at  the 
next meeting ,of this Home :- 

Will Government give favourable consideration 
with a view to the introduction of legislation for 
placing female and male temhers of public, elementary 
schools in this island on the same salary scale? 

LEAVE O F  ABSENCE TO MR. LEWIS 

Mr. IJEWIS asks for and is granted two 
weeks' leave of absence from his duties as a member 
of the House as from the 12th July, 1947. 
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LEAVE O F  ABSENCE TO THE MaRSHaL 

3f.q SPEAKER: Before proceeding to the 
Opders of the day I should like to inform the House 
that I have received a letter from the Marshal ask- 
ing for three months' leave of absence and that 
Mr. Thomas, the Deputy Clerk, be allowed to act 
for him.. 

Nr. SPRINGER: I beg to move that the Mar- 
shal oe granted three months' leave of absence and 
that Mr. Thomas, the Deputy Clerk, be appointed 
to act for him. 

Mr. GALE: I beg to second that. 
Mr. COX: Before the question is pu t  I should 

like to make an observation on the matter. I really 
do not know how the 'D'eputy Clerk feels about it 
but I certainly do not feel that the Deputy Clerk 
of this House should be reduced to the status of 
a Marshal. I do not think it is fair to him. If 
the Marshal goes on leave for three months, I think 
it would be well for this House to get somebody 
from outside to act for  him during that period. 

The question that the Marshal be granted three 
months' leave of absence and Mr. Thomas'be appoint- 
ed to act for  him is put  and resolved in  the -- 
ative without divisicmi 

EXCUSE FOR ABSENT MEXBER. 

&fr. BFLANCKER offers an excuse for the absence 
of the honourable senior member for St. John (Dr. 
Wilson) . 

BARBADOS GENERA& HOGPITAL BILL. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The &st Order is to resume 
Committee cm the Bill to make provision in  relation 
to ' the Barbados General Hospital. 

Slr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the House 
resumes Committee on the Bill, Mr. RAMSAY being 
in the Ch&. 

Mr. GARNER enters the House and takes his seat. 
Clause 12. The functions of the Advisory Com- 

mittee'shall be to  advise the Medical Superintendenti 
(a)  as regards the provision of supplies and 

services (other than medical suppliee 
and services) which are necessary for 
the Hospital. 

(b) as regards the provision of accommo- 
dation and the erection of new build- 
ings in connection with the Hospital ; 

(C) on any other administrative questioh 
which the Medical Superintendent may 
refer to the Advisoxy Committee. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: Ivfr. Chairman,-In moving 
that  this be Clause 12 of the  bill I should Like to 
make one or two remarks. During the course of the 
debate on Clause 11 of this Bill which deals with the 
appointment of the Advisory Committee, there seemed 
to have been some misunderstanding in the minds of 
honourable1members as  to the meaning of this Bill. 
I will quote from a a s p a t c h  written by the Secretary 
Df State for  the Colonies i n  which he states that the 
declared aim of British policy is to quicken 
the progress of all colonial peoples towards 
the vltimate goal of self-Government. "I take 
this opportunity to re-affirm that basic aim in 
relation to the Caribbean area," the Secretary of 
Etate for the Colonies goes on tb say. That was a 
des~atcl- written on the 14th March, 1945, by Mr. 
Olivrr qtanlev, a Conservative Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, and on the 14th February this year 
the present Secretary of State for the Colonies, a 
Labour Secretary of State, took the opportunity t c  
say that he was in  complete accord with what Mr 

Stanley had written. The reason why I am making 
these statements 1s because the idea swum LU u a v t :  

gone forth that some ox us who were i n  favour oL 
the House appointing members of these Soards navd 
changed our view. d u t  what has happened that 
we, today, are really being giqen the opportmity t 3  
yracme Liasponuble Government. As yuu know, rilr, 
there are three modes of Government in the britisb 
Empire-ltesponslble Government, hpresentative 
Government and Crown Colony Government. a or a 
couple of hundred years this country bas been en- 
joying Representative Government and according to 
these Despatches which have been written we are now 
being given the opportunity to practise kk~ponslbk 
Government and if we satisfy the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies and the British people, generally, 
that we are deserving of it we will be given Responsi- 
ble Government. What we are doing now is just 
what we would do if we had .Responsible Govern- 
ment, only that the Governor is responsible now 
and not the Executive Committee. But the Govern- 
or has told the members of this House who are mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee that he is prepared 
to take the policy of the Governmnt from the mem- 
bers of the House of Assembly and if the members 
of the House of Assembly are to dictate the policy, 
if the members of the House of Assembly 011 the 
Executive Committee are actually nominated and ap- 
pointed by this House, then, as I said on a previous 
occasion, i t  is equal to the electors of the island ap- 
pointing the Hospital Board. Right now, the House 
has seven members on the Hospital Board-seven out 
of sixteen-and so we have only a 43 per cent mem- 
bership on the Board but when we appoint the whole 
Board, even though they be only fiye members, we 
have a 100 per cent membership. The Executivt! 
Committee will be appointing the whole Boarcl and 
the policy of the Executive Committee is controlled by 
the members of the m u s e ;  therefore, I take i t  that 
the electors of this country will be appointing the 
entire Hospital Board instead of part of it. The 
senior member for Christ Church, in the course of 
the debate, said in referring to me that he was sorry 
that a former colleague of his had changed his 
opinion in the short space of six months. Well, I 
mentioned what I did just now in order to show that 
I have not changed my opinion but  that the very same 
thing which we have been all fighting for in the past 
several years is right within our grasp now; that is 
how I feel about it. It is for us to show that we are 
deserving of Responsible Government by the way we 
carry on in our acting, so to speak, in  that capacitv 
Another honourable member, the senior member for 
St. Philip, took the opportunity to say that during 
the last session he was absolutely opposed to giving 
up  any rights and privileges which the House en- 
joyed and that nothing had taken place to cause 
him to change that view. A t  the last meeting he 
actually said that he was not in  favour of the pres- 
ent constitiltion of the Executive Committee. Well, 
in view of the fact that the Leader of the Party 
which has the largest number of seats in this House 
is the man who chooses the members of the House 
on the Executive Committee, it can hardly be the 
senior member for St. Joseph to whom the 

P 
senior member for St. Philip is taking excep- * k 
tion nor his colleague, the senior member for 
St. Ceorge. Of course, he could not have been 
taking exception to himself; therefore, I must c3me 
to the conclusion that his dissatisfaction with the 
Executive Committee, as far  as the members of this 
House who are on it are concerned. exists only 
in regard to myself. He is dissatisfied that I ha*- 
pen to be a member of the Executive Committee; 
he said so and that is the reason why I am taking 
this opportunity to say what I am going to say 
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now. I do not know exactly what he is to do with 
my membership of the Executive Committee and, 
therefore, I do not quite see why he should be dis- 
satisfied about it. I n  a way, I thought I should 
make that explanation and I beg now to move that 
Clause 12 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. TALMA : Although I appreciade the argu- 

ment raised by the honourable member who has just 
sat down, yet in truth and in Jidct th'ere is no as- 
surance that the members of the House who are mem- 
bers of the Executive Comrnit4ee will be there in 
the future. When the honourable member gets up 
and says that he has not deviated from his previous 
position- 

The CHAIRMAN: Inasmuch as the junior 
member for St. John h.as referred to the senior mem- 
ber for Christ Church, the latter has the right to 
reply but the Chair will not allow the honourable 
member to mcake a tre-ndously long speech. 

Nr. TALMA: It 1s ior that Hason I have risen 
from my seat. I was saying that ther* is no assur- 
anclz that the Executive Committee will be comprised 
of Labour Members in the future because it seems 
to me that this Coalition Government has not done 
anything collQrtructive yet. 

The CQAIRMAN : The honourable member 
will not be allowed to refer to the Coalition Govern- 
ment bedause it does not come within the scope of 
this debate. I gave the honourable junior member 
for St. John a little latitude in that respect because 
lie was making an explanation. 

Mr. F. L. WAljCOTT : Mr. Chairdan,-Before 
the qqestion is put I want to mgke a few remarks 
on Clause 12. It relates to the functions of the 
Advisory Committee and having regard to what the 
jnnior qember for St. John has told us and what 
has been spoken by the Leader of the House in re- 
spect to tHe Execbtive Committee I feel that 
the duties of this Advisory Committee should not be 
restricted, as they seem to be restricted by this clause. 
For instance, one of the functions of the Advisory 
Committee, according to sub-paragraph (a) of this 
clause, is to advise the Medical Superintendent as 
regards the provision of supplies and services, other, 
than medical supplies and services, which are neces- 
wry for the Hospital. I would like'to suggest that 
the words "other than medical supplies" be deleted 
for the reason, among others, that you should not re- 
fitrict the duties of the Advisory Committee to merely 
telling the Medical Superihtendent where he could 
buy salt fish, for instance. I do not want it to be 
thought for one moment that laymen cannot in many 
instances give expert advice on things that appeal to 
people generally. As this Hospital deals with em- 
ployees and patients who go to it, .I think that the 
dl?ties of the Advisory Committee should not be re- 
qtricted as they are in this clause. I beg to move 
tk*at the words "other than medical supplies and ser- 
vices" be deleted from sub-paragraph (a) of this 
clause. 

Mr. IJEWIS: I, for similar reasons and with 
the experience gained in the working of the Hospital, 
beg to second that motion. I have discuwd the mat. 
ter with some people who would know and may be 
said to be inclined the other way and they think that 
slnce the Board will be advisory they should be given 
the opportunity to advise in the matter of employing 
foreigners and admitting foreign patients into tha 
hospital, for instance. 

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable member 
does not suggest that they are g.oing to employ some- 
bodv from Russia. An Englishman is not a for- 
eigner, as far  as Barbados is concerned. 

Mr. LEWIS: I did not have in mind, Mr. 
>hairman, any particular person when I made that 
statement. I. feel quite sure that no Medical Super- 
ntendent will object to someone who knows con- 
iitions in  Barbados better than he giving him a 
lint in a certain direction, especially when it is 
lot necessary for him to accept it. 

Mr. ADAMS: As this is not a matter of prin- 
ziple I am just expressing my personal view. I 
lope that whoever is appointed on this Advisory 
Committee, even though these words may be deleted, 
nil1 take care to see that he keeps h2mself to him- 
gelf when it comes to advising the Medical Super- 
ntendent on medical supplies. I t  is tantamount 
;o a layman giving advise to the Attorney General 
is to a particular type of text-book he should have 
n his office. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: This deals with sup- 
plies and services and without stating anything that 
is secret - the junior member for the City can 
vouch for it: - only last week the members of the 
Eospital Bodrd dealt with and are still dealing with 
s matter that relates to medical services at  the 
Hospital. I t  is not a matter of advising what 
particular type of text-book should be used 'but it 
is a matter of the interests of the people who go 
10 the Hospital for treatment. The occurrence that 
took place a t  the Hospital quite recently forces 
me to the conclusion that you must have people, 
other than the experts, to  state what should be 
done in  certain instances. 

The question that the words proposed to lie d+ 
leted stand part of Clause 12 is put and resolved in 
the negative, the division being as f0110,ws :- 

Ayes.  Messrs. GARNER, TALMA, MOTTLEY, 
HAYNES, GALE, WILKINSON, and MR. SPEAKER -7 

Noes: Messrs. Lmrs, SMITH, F. L. W&- 
COTT, COX, FOSTER, DR. CUMMINS, Messrs. M m ,  
SPRINGER, ADAMS, BLACKNAN, and S. A. Watcorr. 
-11. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  I beg to move 
that a proviso be added to Clause 12 as follows:- 
'Provided that in the absence of such reference, 
it may draw the attention of the Governor to any 
aspect of administration which i n  its opinion requires 
~tteqtion." That is the contained in  the 
Education Amendment Act, 1943, in respect of the 
Education Board. I would like to say that there 
will be many instances i n  whbh this Adviwry 
Committee will, a t  least, register some protest and 
it  should be placed in a position in which it can- 
not be blamed for anything that may go wrong. 
The hospital authorities are dealing not only with 
a critical public but with sick people and I f e d  
that the Board might come in for a certain amount 
of criticism and it should be given the right to say 
that a particular matter was not referred to its 
members but that it thinks that in the interest of 
the Hospital, it should be done in a particular way. 
The Governor can then act upon that advice or 
not. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that. 
The question that the words proposed 'bjr the 

junior member for the City be added to this Clause 
is put and resolved in  the affirmative without divi- 
sion. 

The question that Clause 12, as amended, stand 
part of the Rill is put and resolved in the affirma- 
tive without division. 

Clause 13. The Medical Superintendent may 
a t  any time summon a meeting of the Advisorv 
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C d t t e e ,  and shall do so a t  least once i n  every 
three months. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to move that that 
be Clause 13 of the Bill. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Before that question is put  I 

would like to add to this Clause two sub-clauses 
to be numbered (2) and (3) respectively. Sub- 
Clause 2 will read as follows:-(2) The Chairman 
may a t  any time summon a meeting of the Committee 
and on a requisition signed by any three members 
he shall summon a meeting within seven days after 
the receipt by him of the requisition. 

Mr. ADAMS: Instead of having two different 
persons summoning meetings I' suggest to the hon- 
ourable member to amend Clause 13 by stating a t  the 
end of i t  "He should alw soummon a meeting on a 
requisition signed by any three members within 
seven days after the receipt by him of the requisi- 
tion." 

Mr. LEWIS : W e  want to have somebody with 
the right to summon a meeting if there is any ob- 
stinacy on the part of the Medical Superintend- 
ent to do so. Then I should like to add sub-clause 
3 as follows:-" (3)  Such requisition shall state the 
object for which such meeting is required to be 
summoned. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second both 
amendments of the junior member for the City. 

Mr. .ADAMS: I would like to suggest to the 
honourable member to give the matter a little more 
attenticn. It is customary to provide that the object 
of a special meeting shall be to discuss the subject 
alone for which the meeting is summoned. 

Mr. SMITH: I beg to second that. 
The question that the further consideration of 

Clause 13 be postponed is put and resolved in the 
a r m a t i v e  without division. 

Clauses 14 and 15 are read and agreed to. 
Clause 16. All fees received whether for X-nay 

examinations or  otherwise shall be paid into the 
Public 'Treasury to the credit of general revenue. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to move that  that be 
Clame 16 of the Bill. 

Mr. P. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that. 
Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to move that the consid- 

eration of this Clause be postponed. The reason for 
doing so is that the effect of thia Clause will be that 
all fees received by the Hospital for medical serviceg 
performed by the Visiting Surgeons-if they am 
retained or  as long as they are retainez-wl'll3iave 
to be paid into the Treasury. It seems to me that 
that is a needless implication of functions and I 
think that some amendment should be provided to 
avoid that impasse. A t  present, under the Hospital 
Act, the fees received on behalf of the Hospital Board 
are paid into the Treasury and that spe&cally by 
implication exempts the fees paid ill the office cm 
behalf of the Visiting Surge-. Well, this Clause 
would be perfectly satisfactory if all the Surgeons 
were full-time officers receiving salaries but  as long 
as it is necessary to appoint Visiting Surgeons, the 
money received on their behalf would have to be 
re-voted after it has been paid into the Treasury and 
that will cause complicaiions. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second the motion. 
The question that consideration of Clause ?l6 

be postponed is put and resolved in  the a.fErmative 
without division. 

Clauses 17 to 20 inclusive are read and agreed 
to. 

Mr. LBWIS: I beg to move, in view of the post- 
ponement of Clauses 13 and 16 that you do now 

report progress, Mr. Chariman, and ask leave to sit 
again. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir,- Before you report I 

should like to say that I understand that  the junior 
member for St. John accused me of having some 
personal objection to his seat on the Executive Com- 
mittee. 

The CHAIRMAN : I do not think the honourable 
junior member for  St. John made any accusation; 
he made a statement in reply to what the senior 
member for St. Philip may have lsaid on a previous 
occasion. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I n  other words, he made an 
accusation in the form of a statement. Well, Sir, I 
certainly want to say that there is absolutely no 
justification a t  all for an  obsemation of that sort 
beoause the junior member for St. Johntknows better 
than anybody else in this Chamber that I have m- 
personal objection to his being on the Executu, 
Committee a t  all (Cheers). What I object to is tlzc 
manner in which he was put there. If he narits t c  
condone the irreguIarity, that is his business but  he 
should not give any other reason or d r a ~ ~  any other 
inference to justify his ~bser\~ation. There is nothing 
at all I said during the debate on this Bill which coulcI 
give him t h ~  impression that I had any personal objec- 
tion to his being on the Executive Cornmittee-noth- 
ing at  all and he knows that himself. I am really sur- 
prised that a man whom we credited with such 
intelligence and impartiality could get up here and 
make a statement for which he knows there is absolute- 
ly no justification. The junior member for St. John 
knows as well as I do that the objection which I take, 
and which others in this Chamber take, to the present 
members of the Ekecutive Committee is due mainly 
to the fact that  the members who sit on the Executive 
Committee from the Party to which I belong are 
not the members who i t  was decided should sit on 
that Committee when the Coalition was arranged. 
He knows ' that and he knows that the entire oib- 
jection to the present set-up is due to the fact that the 
members whom we nominated to seats on the Execu- 
tive Committee were appointed. If because he happen-i, 
in consequence of the new isrrangement, to b& there 
and it pleases his vanity to be there and for  no 
~ t h e r  reason he wants to be there, let him be a man 
and say so but do not let him accuse me of saying 
that he should not be there. I have no objection to 
his being there as such. What I object to is the 
manner in which the members of the Executive Com- 
mittee were nominated. It is an open secret-I take 
this opportunity to make the position quite clear, 
in view of the unwarranted statement of the junior 
member for St. John-that one of the Parties to 
the Coalition nominated the junior member for S t  
Lucy and myself to serve on the Executive 'Cammit- 
tee. It is also an open secret that we particularly 
stated that we had no objection to the junior member 
for St. J o h .  

Mr. ADANS: On a poi~it  of order, Mr. Chair- 
man, I would like you to rule whether this is in  
OrXer because if a_ number of absoiutely untrue, 
unadulterated s&atements are made against me I shall 
have to denv them. 

/ The CHAIRMAN: The question before the Com- 
mittee is that the Chair r e p r t  progress and ask 
leave to sit again but in  view of a certain statement 
which'was made by the junior member for St. Juhn 
in reference to the senior member for St. Philip, tl .2 
Chair has allowed the latter a oertain n m ~ u n t  of 
latitude in reply. The same fairness that actuated 
the Chair to allow the jimior member for  Et. John 
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^to speak, actuates it in reapeet of the senior member 
for St. Philip. 

M i .  C ~ W F O R . D  : The point is this : when the 
senior member for St. Joseph claim that those 
statements are untrue, they can be proved and l 
challenge him to say here or anywhere else that they 
+re untrue. 

THE CHAIRMAN: This Committee is not 
going on with anything that the senior member for 
St. Joseph may have said to be untrue. The ques- 
tion before the Committee is that the Chairman do 
now report progress and aslk leave to sit again. 
Honourable members in favour will please say 
e ; those against will please say "No ". I 
think the "Ayes" have it. 

The CHAIRMAN reports and the House resumes. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order is to resume 
Committee of Supply to consider the grant of sums 
of money for the service of the Colony. 

Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the House 
rcsumes Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY being in 
the Chair. 

MP. CBAWFORD: The first Resolution with 
which we shall deal is for the sum of S37.10 ro 
supplement the provision in the Estimates of Ex- 
penditure for the year 1 9 4 7 4 8  under Head XXXII, 
Department of Highways and Transport, item 8, 
Foreman Mechanic. I n  the addendum it is explain- 
ed why this additional amount is asked for. The 
post was advertised in the local Press and it was 
specified that candidates should have certain 
qualifications and be mechanics with a certain amount 
of experience. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I do not want to interrupt 
the honourable member , but on my Order Paper 
the first Resolution to be dealt with in Committee 
of Supply is for $78. 2.6. as an ex gratia grant to the 
Cashier in the O.P.O. and stands in the name of the 
junior member for St. John. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The honourable member 
for St. Philip is in order as long as me are in Com- 
mittee of Supply. 

Mr. CSAWFORD: I should like to emphasize 
paragraph 3 of the addendum which states:-"Only 
four of the applications received were from persons 
who were a t  the time employed in a supervisory 
capacity and as practising mechanics. An oral 
questionnaire was set these four applicants concern- 
ing the duties, qualifications and mechanical know- 
ledge required by the advertisement and none of 
them could meet the requirements. It is accordingly 
prcqosed to increase the salary of the office from B50 
to S300 X 20-GtOQ a year in order to attract more 
qualified candidates." I think this addendum is 
quite explanatory and I 'beg to moMe that this Reso- 
lution do now pass. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I would like to ask the 

senior member for St. Philip, before I vote for this 
Resolution, if he has with him these oral questions 
that were aslded these mechanics and if in the adver- 
tisement it was stated that the things which were 
asked them would form part of the qualifications 
required for the post. I would like to receive that 
information before I go any further. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: The information, I think, 
is given in paragraph 2 of the addendum. The re- 
quired qualifications were specified in the advertise- 
ment and the number of  ears' experience reqnir- 
ed was also specified. 

Mr. l?. L. WALCOTT: But it will be noted, 
Mr. Chairman, that one of the requiremnts in  para- 
paph 3 was not advertised. Paragraph 3 states:- 
I (  Only four of the applications recelved were from 

persons who were a t  the time employed in a super- 
risory capacity and as practising mechanics." That 
S in accordance with the advertisement. But the 
oaragraph goes on to state :- "An oral questionnaire 
aas set these four applicants concerning the duties, 
~ualifications and mechanical knowledge required by 
the advertisement and none of them could meet the 
requirements." It states that an oral questionnaire 
was set the applicants and I asked the honourable 
nember if he could give me the questions that were 
tsked in the questionnaire. While he is looking for 
,he information I would like to say tbat I have no 
objection to this post of Foreman Mechanic because 
when i t  was first created we appointed a Select Com- 
mittee and the Director of Highways and Transport 
explained to that Committee the necessity for this 
post; before the last Estimates wer,e p a m d  
mother Select Committee went into this question 
md recomn~ended an increase in the salary attach- 
?d to the post. But here is where we are having 
iifficulty now. From this addendum, we are to 
:onelude that it is very difficult to find someone in 
Barbados to fill this job for the salary which was 
tdvertised although I have been made to understand 
that some of the best mechanics in this island applied 
€or the post. I say that that is a reflection on'the 
notor mechanics in this island. We either have 
notor car engines and various other motor machin- 
?ry in this island not working properly or it seems 
io me that what they require in this Department is 
1. genius as a motor mechanic. I n  this Department 
there is a policy now, it seems, of doing things of 
which this Rouse does not approve. The senior 
nember for St. Philip will note that they have some 
big rollers now- 

The CHAIRMAN: I would like the honour- 
eble member to give his hints and pass on. We 
ghould not discuss the question of rollers in connec- 
tion with the Resolution. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : But, Mr. Chairman, tha 
mpervision of the rollers and their repair form 
part of the work which this Foreman Mechanic will 
be required to do. There are employees of this De- 
partment not working now owing to the fact that 
these rollhrs are to be repaired. 

The CHAIRMAN: Is  that because they caq- 
not get a Foreman Mechanic? 

Mr. F. L. W U C O T T  : It would seem so. 
The CHAIRMAN: That is why we have thk  

Resolution before us to-day. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: My point is that the 

best m t o r  mechanics in the island applied for this 
post and not one of them was found _suitable for it 
It is not to say that applications were not received 
Eor the post. 

Mr. CRAWFOBD: I t  would appear to me that 
if this addendum is carefully read and understood, 
it will be seen that the information which the senior 
member for St. Peter is asking for is therein stated, 
except, perhaps, the oral questions in the question- 
naire. I am not apprised of the quations that were 
asked. 

THE CHAIRMAN: If  it will not procrasti- 
nate, would the honourable member postpone the 
further consideration of the Resolution and get the 
information from the Department? 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I do not see that the oral 
questionnaire which was set by the Director of 
Highways and Transport concerns this House. The 



point is this. From the addendum, it is clear that 
only four of the applicants who applied for this 
post were a t  the time eplployed in a supervisory 
capacity and as practising mechanics. I n  addition to 
that, the Director of Highways and Transport has 
pointed out that these four were questioned con- 
cerning the duties, qualifications and mechanical 
knowledge required by the advertisement and coulrl 
not satisfactorily answer the questions. Apparently, 
the questions in  the questionnaire revolved aronnu 
the duties to be performed and the qualifications 
and mechanical knowledge of the applicants for the 
post.. 1 do not see anything difficult about the matter. 
As they could not answer the questions satisfactorily, 
thc Director could not recommend any applicant 
for the post. After that, a Select Committee went 
into the matter a_nd I think that that Committee 
cornmended that in  order to attract more qualified 
persons for the post, we should increase the salary 
and that is what is proposed to be done by this Reso- 
Iution. The salary was originally fixed a t  £250 a 
year-$100 per month; now i t  is proposed that the 
sa'ary should be begun a t  £300 a year-$120 per 
month-and go by annual increments of 520 to 
E400 a yea,- $160 per month. Frankly. I thought that 
this addendum was so clear that I did not 'bother 
to bring any further information. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I asked the honourable 
member a specific question. I n  the addendum it is 
stated that an  oral questionnaire was set for these four 
applicants and no Government in the world is going 
to set an oral questionnaire without keeping a copy 
of the questions. I am asking what a re  the questions? 
I t  is not a matter of his thinking that the addendpm 
is clear. If he considers that the addendum is so 
clear, why are the questions which were set not in 
i t ?  If the honourable member does not have the 
questions with him he can ask that the Resolution 
be postponed and get them. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am not prepared to 
promise to bring the honourable member the ques- 
tionnaire at  all;  that may be a question for the Direc- 
tor of Highways and Transport. I t  may %e entirely s 
matter in connection with the general administration 
of the Department and the Director may not w&t 
the questions in tbe questionnaire to be made public. 
What he has stated in the addendum is that the 
questionnaire concerned the duties, qualifications and 
mechanical kn'mledge required by the advertisement 
and I submit that that should he quite simply under- 
stood. 

Mr. COX: I just want to reply briefly to  a 
statement by €he senior membei. for St. Philip. 
R e  said that a Select Committee recommended an 
increase in the salary attached to this office in the 
hope of attracting gpplicants who knew more abolut 
the work to be done than the ones who applied. Let 
me assure you, Sir, that that is not what happened. 
What really happened is that in that Select Com- 
mittee we were of the opinion that the individual 
whom the Director wanted for the post was not yet 
bum, since the cream of the mechanics in this island 
appiied for i t  and were turned down. One of the 
men who applied has a Certificate from the Notor 
Institute of America and he is also a Member of 
the Technical Society i n  America. He was asked 
many questions which he answered, a? he felt, satis- 
factorilv with the exception of the one relating to the 
viscositv of oil which I think, is on a chart sent down 
with this oil. As I was told, he was asked to go 
olztside the &art which he could not do. When 
we take into mnsideration that we have been having 
these mechanics in  this island all these years super- 
vising and repairing all types of motor vehicles and 

~ e a v i n  only knows what he wants! I would like 
to say that the Select Committee questioned him 
on that point and ho told us that he was going back 
to his Department and see whether an employee he 
had there was willing to take this job and that if 
he was willing to take i t  we would have to increase 
the salary. A t  the next meeting of the Committee, 
he came back and told us that the individual had 
agreed ta accept the post - I do not know if it is t rue 
o r  not--and the Committee decided there and then 
to recommend that the salary of the office be incrzased 
to the amount which this employee was getting or even 
more. We did not decide to increase the salary 
because a suitable man could not be found in this 
island for the post. I am convinced that one of the 
applicants is an individual who taught the present 
Superintendent Mechanic his job ; the present Super- 
intendent Mechanic learnt his trade under that 
applicant and, therefore, you can very well under- 
stand that that applicant, with so many years7 ex- 
perience in this type of work, knew something about 
what he had applied for. This is a very delicate 
question. It is not fair to  say that  they are carrying 
out the recommendations of thc Select Committee. 
We recommended that many other things should be 
done and those recommendation3 have not been car- 
ried out. For instance, we recommended that when 
employees of this Department work overtime they 
should be paid for overtime work but that has not 
been done. I am not prepared to vote against this 
Resolution but I am going to3vote for i t  with the 
understanding that  the Direetor of Highways and 
Transport will again advertise for  applications for  
the post and that when these same men apply again 
for  i t  one of them will be successful I must tell the 
t ruth that if he has somebody put asid,. to be placed 
over the heads of these experienced men- 

The CHA1WA.N : That remark is uncalled for. 
Mr. COX : I am saying that if he has anybody 

put  by for  the post, he will be sorry in the end. 
Mr. TAUVIA: I would like to say that I too 

was a member of that Select Committee to which the 
honourable member who has just sat down referred 
and although a few of this points are accurate yet 
he made a few inaccurab statements, if my memory 
serves me well. I want ta bring to the attention of 
this Committee the fact that the post of Foreman 
Mechanic does not necessarily mean that the holder 
of the office must do mechanical wwk alone. The 
Director of Highways and Transport was at pains 
to point out to the Select Committee that he wanted 
someone with not only mechanical knowledge but also- 
with certain additional qualificaths,-one who has 
a knowledge of cost accounts and who can do techni- 
cal office work so as to be able to fill the breach i n  
case the Superintendent Mechanic happens to be 
ill or on leave. It does, not s t a l l  to  reason that the 
candidates who applied, brilliant as they may be 
from the mechanical point of view and even admitting 
the fact that one of them may have taught the present 
Superintendent Mechanic his job, can fill the breach 
in the absence of the Superintendent Meehmic. I 
am saying that the post of Foreman mechanic does 
not entail the mechai&al side altdne: i t  entails also 

they applied for this post and -not one of them 
succeeded in getting it, the only conclusion we can E 
come to is that the Director of Highways and 
Transom% does not really want a Foreman Meehanio. L) 

book-keeping and cost accounts. I a& not attempting 
to assist the honourable mover of this Resolution but 
in view of the fact that I happened to have been a V G  
member of the Select Committee and happen to  be 3 
acquainted with the matter too I think i t  is only 
right that I say something. A few moments ago we 
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passed a Bill to make the General Hospital a Govern- 
ment institution with a Medical SuyerinteuZent in 
charge under the Chief Nedical Officer but that 
hospital can never function efficiently, a s  a govern- 
ment institution if it has people i n  charge who know 
nothing about their particular line. 

Mr. MAPP : Mr. Chairman,-The honourable 
member who has just sat down said that he wart a 
member of the Select Committee that considered this 
matter but the hmourable member did not attend all 
the meetings of that Committee. 

The CHAIRXAN: What has the attendance 
of the honourable member for  Christ Church a t  the 
meetings of the Select Committee t o  do with this 
Resolutbn before this Committee? 

Mr. MAPP:  It has everything to do with it 
because his remarks hinge on the questions asked 
by the senior member for St. Peter and the remarks 
of the senior member for  St. Michael. I do not see 
that a knowledge of cost accounts has anything 
to do with this post a t  all. All the ad\~rtiseazqnt 
stated was that the applicants should be mechanics 
with a t  least ten years' experience in  motor mechanics 
and workshop practice, should have some knowiedge 
of the theory of internal combustion engines and 
should, a t  the time of their application, be employed 
in a ,supervisory capacity and as a practising me- 
clanic. The Select Committee which considered this 
matter-and the junior membr for St. Lucy can beal. 
me outidiscovered that a local man can be found 
with the requisite knowledge and qualifications to 
fill this post but it seems that there is some prejudice 
in this Department against a local man getting this 
job. 

Mr. TALNA: I am not suggesting that a local 
man cannot be found to fill this job because the 
Superintendent Nechanic is a local man. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I n  view oE the argument which 
has been adduced, in  view of what has been said by 
the senior member for St. Michael, namely, that the 
increase has been asked for merely to attract a cer- 
tain individual who is already in the Service and 
also in  view of the statement by the senior member for 
Christ Church that this individual has been asked 
questions relative to the keeping of accounts-which 
in  my opinion is not the duty of a Foreman Mechanic 
but is a part of the duties of the clerical staff-I 
think we should postpone the further consideration 
oif this Resolution and find out exactly what the 
Director of Highways and Transport wants. I beg 
to  move that the further consideration of this Resolu- 
tion be postponed. . 

Mr. SMITH: I beg to second that. 
;Mr. CRAWFORD: Before you put the ques- 

tion- 
The CHAIRMAN: I want to draw the attention 

of the honourable member to the fact that a motion 
for  postponement takes precedence. The honourable 
member may proceed. 

Nr .  CKAWFORD: Frankly, Sir, I am amazed 
to hear the senior member for St. Thomas suggest 
that to ask a Foreman Mechanic to do some clerical 
work is beyond the scope of his duties. What 
dces the honourable member want the Government to 
do? Does he want it to come here and ask for f i00  
to Dav a Foreman Mechanic and another £400 to 

L " 

pay a clerical assistant? The Superintendent 
Mechanic carries the whole brunt of the supervisory 
mork in the workshop of that Department and takes 
charge of certain clerical work in  connection with 
the workshop. We want as Foreman Mechanic 
+an who can take his place when he is absent. 
If we are going to bring in  a man who is solely 

a mechanic, we will have to smploy another indi- 
vidual as well. I think I know something about 
this particular post. The present Superintendent 
Mechanic was taught his trade by his father and 
used to be an engineer a t  Chelsea Garage for years. 
I must know somthing about it because Mr. Sayers 
succeeded my father. When it comes to the par- 
ticular &solution we are discussing, my informa- 
tion is that the mem'bers of the Select Committee 
themselves asked that the salary be made what the 
Director asked for in order to attract a candidate 
who could fiil the post of Foreman Mechanic in 
a capable manner and if a member of the Select 
Committee says that that is wrong information, then 
I am surprised to hear it because the Director does 
not say so. The junior member for St. Lucy was 
Chairman of that Select Committee and I wou.14 
be glad to hear what he has to say in  the matter. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,- I have one ob- 
servation to make on the questions which have been 
asked. 

The CHAIRMAN: I will ask the honourable 
member to speak on the motion for the postpone- 
ment of this Resolution. If he is in  favour of 
it, let him say so; if he against it, let him say 
80. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I am against the postponement 
of the Resolution and I would like to get the in- 
formation I am going to ask for now. 

The CHAIRNAN : Possibly the postponement 
will enable the honourable member to get that in- 
formation better. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I would like to say that ths  
\ 

questions which have been asked in connection with 
this Resolution- 

The CHAIRMAN: I will ask the honourable , 
member to stick to the point. The Chair is not 
going to allow t,he honourable member to perambu- 
late. Say whether you are in  favour of the post- 
ponement or not. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I would not like the Resolution 
postponed. There is a member of the Advisory 
Board present in this House and I would like to 
a% him whether all these phases of the maiter have 
been put  before the Board and what was their 
decision about it. 

The CI-IAIRMAN : The honourable member's 
question will not be answered, 

Mr. BRANCEER: Mr. Chairman,- I am 
going to support the motion for the postponement 
of this Resolution. I think, Sir, that i t  must be 
plain to everybody that those of us who have in- 
side knowledge of the working of this Department 
are not satisfied that everything goes on there as 
satisfactorily as i t  might; consequently we are very 
critical and require a great deal more information 
in connection with this Department than other De- 
partments which appear to us to be more efficiently 
and ably run. I notice that the addendum states 
that the required candidate should be a mechanic 
with at  least ten years' experience in motor mechan- 
ics and workshop practice and should have some 
knowledge of the theory of internal combustion en- 
gines. -well, there can be no objection to that. 
But  it goes on to say that he should, a t  the time 
of his application, be employed in a supervisory 
capacity and as a practising mechanic. Now, sup- 
pose that a t  the time of his application the appli- 
cant happens not to be employed b'eoause he may 
have been doing war work and had just been re- 

i patriated? 

\ 



The CHAIRMAN: The Chair rules that  a 
discussion along that line cannot be allowed to con- 
tinue. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Those of us who are in 
favour of the postponemebt have to be sure that 
our advocacy is such as will enable us to carry the 
day. For  instance, why I am supporting the motion 
for the postponement is that I see in  paragraph 
3 of the addendum that an  oral questionnaire was 
set and, naturally, I want to find out what is the 
nature of the questionnaire. 

The CHAIRMAN: And, therefore, when you 
postpone the Resolution, you will get it. 

Mr. BBANCKER: The addendum goes on to 
state that none of the four applicants could meet 
the requirements of the advertisement. I hope that 
if the Resolution is postponed we shall be able t o  
get information as to who applied for the job and 
what were the questions in  the questionnaire. Tell 
us whether there was any attempt to prevent 3 
good local man from getting the job and whether 
the qualifications asked for were not necessarily t o  
to get an efficient local man but to give the job t o  
somebody else. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, - I am speaking 
specifically on the motion for the postponement 3f 
rthis Resolution. We appointed a Select Committee. 
of which the honourable member who has just sat 
dowll was Chairman, to consider this matter and 
that  Committee questioned Mr. Skinner, not even in 
an  amicable way, and took everything out of him 
What do they want to postpone this Resolution for! 
Surely they must have asked Mr. Skinner every 
thing they wanted to know or else they completely 
neglected their duty to the House by not ~ u t t i n g  
the necessary questions to him. Nobody should 
want to hold u p  the passing of this &solution lie- 
cause we are going on the recommendation of the 
Select Committee of which, as I said, the junior 
member for St. Lucy was Chairman. They asked 
the Government to increase the salary of this post 
in order to be able to get a good man; now we have 
done so and passed on their request to the House, 
they are asking that it be postponed. m 

The question that this Resolution be postponed 
is put and resolved in the negative, the division 
being as follows :- 

Ayes: Messrs. LBWIS, BRANCLER, SMITH, F. L. 
W~LCOTT, COX, FOSTER, MAPP, BLACKMAN, and Dr. 
CUMNINS,-9. 

N;oes : Messrs SPRINGER, ADAMS, CRAWFORD: 
GARNER, TALMA, MOTTLBY, HAYNES, GALE, S. A. WAL- 
COTT, W~KINSON, and Mr. SPEAKER-11. 

Mr. ADAMS: Before the question is put for 
the passing of the Resolution I would like to sag 
that all the criticisms which have been made will be 
borne in mind by the Government and if there is 
anything in the suggestion - I am not saying that 
there is - that the Director had asked questions of 
a n  academic nature that bear no relation to the 
efficiency of a Foreman Mechanic, either because he 
did not give sufficient thought to it or because he 
had somebody in  view for the post I think the hon- 
ourable members on my right can feel absolutely 
sure that this Government is not going to support 
any favouritism on the part of the Head of any 
Government Department. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I warn the members 
of thr Government that if they think that the pass- 
ing of this Resolution means that all is well in this 
particular Department they are wrong and I give 
them timely warning that if quick methods are not 

set about soon and very soon, they will hear some- 
thing else coming from that side of the river. 

Mr. CZAWFORD: While I do not profess to 
know whether or not everything is absolutely cor- 
rect in the running of this Department I want to 
say that every time we have, in  this Chamber, a 
discussion cjn anything in connection with the De- 
partment, we hear a lot of misinformed statement8 
and criticisms. Some of the criticisms may have 
been justified but often they are not. Within the -4- 
last three months the Government has actually call- 
ed upon the Director of the Department for an 
answer to the allegations made in this Chamber 
from time to time; those allegations have been 
answered in detail and I am going further to sug- 
gest that, although i t  may be contrary to well- 
established practice, the refutations to those allega- . 
tions which have been made from time to time should 
be made public, a t  least to honourable members of 
this House, to let i t  be seen how misinformed many 
of them are. I do not see how honourable members 
who have been taking u p  the time of this Committee 
to-day can really expect to get any more infornlation '3- 
in this matter when they have already had the 
source of information before them for a long time. 
Prom whom else can they get the additional infor- 
mation? I do not know. 

The question that this Resolution do now pas8 
is put and resolved in  the affirmative without 
division. 

EX GRATIA GRANT TO THE LATE WALTER H~LL'S ESTATE 

Mr. CRAWFORD: The next Resolution is for 
the sum of g78 to provide an e z  grntia grant t o  the 
estate of the late W~alter Hall, a former employee of 
the Waterworks Department. Hall was employed as a 
water-tap releatherer in the Waterworks Department 
from the 21st April, 1937, to February, 1947. Hc- re- 
tired on the latter date and died on the 14th May, 
1947. This proposal is to make an ex gratia grant to 
his estate and the amount is fixed on the basis of 
one month's salary for each completed year of ser- 
vice. I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Resolution do now pass 

is put and resolved in the affirmative without divisioa. 
- 

DEEP WATER HARBOUR SURVEY 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman,- I am 
proposing that we deal with the Resolution for the 
sum of 53,000 to meet the cost of a survey in con- 
~ec t ion  with the construction of a deep water har- 
30ur. For  some years now suggestions have been 
mooted that we should do certain improvements to 
)ur harbour. Those suggestions have never reached 
my further stage than that of mere suggestions 
jut is to be hoped that when we lkgin again 
;o-day with this matter it will reach finali- 
,y. This Resolution is merely to meet the ex- 

Y 
3enses to be incurred in investigating the possibility 
)f improving the harbour. I t  is pointed out in the c 
addendum that this survey will take fully five months 
md, therefore, I hope that honourable members will 
jeal with the matter as expeditiously as possible, so 
,hat a start can be made as soon as possible. I should 
ike to mention, Sir, that as fa r  back as 1869 proposals 
lave been put  forward in connection with improving 
;he harbour. I do not propose to mention now the 
;themes which were put  forward because I think the 

'?c 

lppropriate time for so doing is after this investiga- 
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tion shall have been completed and we have concrete 
plans before us; i t  may then be appropriate to 
compare the previous proposals put forward with 
those which w e  the result of this investigation. But  
bearing in mind that this is a very important matter 
and, if undertaken, will commit this country to the 
expenditure, perhaps, millions of pounds I do pro- 
Pose to mention, merely in passing, the proposals 
which have been put  forward in the past, the dates 
and the authors of them, so that honourable members 
and other interested members of the community will 
be in a position, if they want further information 
on this matter, to make enquiry in the proper quar- 
ters. So far  as we have been able to ascertain, nor 
less than eleven schemes for improving the harbour 
have been put forward. 

I pause here, Mr. Chairman, to move that you 
do now report the passing of two Resolutions in  Com- 
mittee of Supply and ask leave to sit  again. 

Nr .  WILKINSON: I beg to second that. 
The question that the Chairman do now report 

the passing of two Resolutions in Committee of 
Supply and ask leave to sit again is put  and re- 
solved in the affirmative without division. 

The CHAIRMAN reports and the House resumes. 
On the motions of Mr. ADAMS, aeconded by Mr. 

Blackman in each case, the two Resolutions are 
read a first and a second time and are agreed to. 

At this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. Speaker adjourns the 
House until 2.45, p.m. in  accordance with Rulle 40 (a). 

SUSPENSION O F  RULE 61 (A) 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to move for  the sus- 

pension of Rule 61 (a)  in order to resume Govern- 
ment Business. 

There being no objection, the honourable 
member was granted leave to make the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to  move that Rde 611(a) 
be now suspended. 

Mr. BLACKMAN seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to proceed with 
Order No. 26 on the Oraer Paper as  the next Order 
of the Day and after that  Order No. n. I also 
ask leave to proceed with Orders Nos. 23 and 24 
standing in the name of the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. John, as Orders Ros. 3 and 4 inasmuch as 
they deal with the new ~ o s t a l  rates which are to m e  
into effect from tomorrow. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave to proceed with these Orders. 

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS, TO EDUCATION 
( AMEN-DMENT ) BILE 

The next Order of the day was called:-To 
move the consideration of amendments of the Hon- 
ourable the Legislative Council to the Bill to  amend 
the Education (Amendment) Act 1943 (1943-3). 

Mr. ADAMS: The amendments of the Other 
Place to thiq,Bill are t o  the effect that  the appoint- 
ment of officers and servants i n  addition to  the 
Director shall be approved from time to  time by 
special F&solution of the Legislature. Honourable 
members are aware of the nature of these amendment* 
and I beg to move that  they be now read a fir& time. 

Mr. SPRINGER seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

On motions of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
SPRINGER in each case, the amendments were read 
a second time and agreed to. 

COUNCIL'S AMENDMiENTS TO DEPARTMENT 
O F  MEDICAL SERVICES BILL 

The next Order of the Day was called:-To 
move the consideration of the amendments of the 
Honourable the Legislative Council to the Bill to 
establish a Department of Medical Services for  this 
Island. 

Mr. ADAMS: With regard to these amend- 
ments, honourable members will see that it is mare 
a question of rearrangement than serious amend- 
ments to the Bill a s  passed by this House. I n  the 
Bill as passed by  this House i t  was set out that in 
each case the Director of Medical Services and the 
Senior Medical Officer of Health shall be a duly 
qualified registered medical practitioner and shall 
hold a degree or diploma in Public Health adminis- 
tration. The Other Place has left out the provision 
of these officers being duly qualsed  registered 
medical practitioners. I presume that there is no 
intention that any person should be appointed to 
either of these posts who will not become, even if not 
at  the date of his appointment, a registered medical 
practitioner. These senior appointments may be 
made from other colonies and the appointees may n ~ j t  
be locally registered; but these amendments are not 
intended to  mean that  a person can hold either of 
these posts without being a registered medical 
practitioner. I beg to move that these amendments 
be now read a first time. 

Mr. B~ACKMAN seconed the motion which was 
agreed to. 

On motions of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
BLACKMAN in each case, the amendments were 
"ead a second time and agreed to. 

REDUCTION O F  AIR MA& RATES F08 
POSTCARDS 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the honourable junior member 
Ebr St. John:-To move the passing of a Resolutiou. 
to provide that from the 15th July, 1947, the airmail 
postage on postcards, nGt exceeding the maximum 
size of 6 inches by 4 inches, addressed to any destin- 
5tion set out in Column One of the Schedule 
thereto shall be a t  the rate set out inmediately 
:pposite such *destination in Column two thereof. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Speaker,-At present 
there is no scheduled rate for  airmail postage in 
respect of postcards, the rate being the same as in the 
case of letters. The object of this Resolution is to make 
the airmail postage on postcards one-half the rate 
payable in respect of letters, and this will assist 
the mercantile community in  their correspondence. 
The Addendum etates :- 

"Owing to s reduction of the onward convey- 
mce charges for  airmails from Trinidad it will b e  
possible to reduce air mail rates by  amounts vary- 
ing from Id. to l/- per -& oz. letter. Opportunity has 
been taken to introduce an  air mail rate for post 
cards to the places mentioned i n  the Schedule to 
this R,esolution which is sabmitted in accordance 
with Section 19 of the Post Office Act 1911 (1911- 
8) ." 

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 
Mr. D A M S :  I beg to second that. 
The question that this Resolution do now pass 

W= put and resolved in  the affirmative without 
division. 

The qilestion that this Resolution do now pass 
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REDUCTION O F  POSTAGE ON SPECIAL AIR LCPTER FORMS 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
also stands in the name of the honourable junior 
member for St. John:-To move the passing of a 
Resolution to provide that from the 15th July, 1947, 
the postage a n  the special air  letter forms provided 
for that purpose addressed to any destination szt 
out in Column One of the Schedule thereto shall be 
at the rate set out immediately opposite such desti- 
nation in Column two thereof. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: The Schedule to this Reso- 
lution speaks for itself. The Addendum says :- 

"Owing to reduction of the onward conveyam3 
charges for air mails from Trinidad i t  will ba 
possible to reduce the rates on air letter forms to 
Great Britain and Ireland, the British Dominiolls 
and Colonies T: is also proposed tc extend the air 
letter service to those Islands in  the British Wedt 
Indies in  direct communication with Barbados 'by 
the Service afforded by British West Indian Air- 
ways Ltd." 

I do not think that there is anything more that 
I need add to thst. I beg to move that this Resolution 
do now pass. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. *WILKINSON: I have much pleasure in 

iupporting this Resolution. This morning I received 
a letter from Bedford dated the 3rd of July. I have 
one suggestion to make; the paper of which these 
forms are made is not of the best quality and I am 
wondering if the Post Office will allow firms to have 
their letter heads printed on paper in  compliance, 
of course, with the Regulations. I think that that 
would be a great convenience to firms if they are 
allowed to do that. I ask the honourable junior 
member for  S t  John to consider that request; I 
think that i t  is a reasonable one. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I will bring the honourable 
member's suggestion to the notice of the Government. 

Mr. RAMSAY: Before the question is put, I 
should like to say that there is a certain amount of 
revenue to be obtained from the sale of these forms. 
The honourable member's suggestion may seem 
be all right on the surface, but  we may lose some 
money before we know where we are. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

The Resolution was passed. 

R,ESUMPTION O F  COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. ADAMS : I ask leave: to proceed with Order 
No. 2 on the Order Paper as the next Order of the 
Day. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
was granted leave ' to  proceed with the Order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
is to resume Committee of Supply to consider the 
grant of sums of money for the service of the Colony. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House 
resuned Commi@ee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY being 
in  the Chair. 

Purchase and installation of Fire Proof safe and 
Fi re  Extinguishers .... .... .... £385 

Salary of Night Watchman a t  the rate of $76.0.10 
per annum from the 1st July, 1947, to the 31st 
March, 1948 .... ..,. .... 5 58 

Telephone rental a t  the rate of $3.75 s month 
from the 1st July, 1947 to the 31st March, 1948 .... E 8 

Cost of 'lighting electric lamps at the rate of 534 
per annum for the 1st July, 1947 to the 31st. March, 
1948 .... .... . . .... 5 26 

The Addendum states :- 
"By resolution No. 87 of the 31st October, 1944, 

the sum of 59,036 was provided to meet the cost of 
converting the Public Market building into a Govern- 
ment Spirit Bond and of providing alternative 
market accomodation. 

2. I n  order to keep books and documents as well 
as the building safe against the hazards of fire, it is 
considered necessary to install a fire-proof safe and 
fire extinguishers on the premises. There are 
unexpected funds on hand from resolution No. 87 
referred to above, but the Government is advised 
that expenditure of these funds for the purposes 
set out in this resolution would not fall within the 
scope of resolution No. 87." 

The Addendum then goes on to set out tho 
other services required as I have already mentioned. 
I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I11 agreeing to the pass- 

ing of this Resolution I would like to dram to the at- 
tention of the honourable junior member for St. John 
aircl to the Government-I do not know how lilany 
members of the Government or of the House 
have visited the place - that i t  is almost impossible 
for people to work thgre. On one occasion I hap- 
pened to go there in the interest of people who 
were bottling rum, people who 'belong to the Or- 
ganization with which I work, and I saw that this 
building is by no means an open air building. As 
we know, rum is not too cool an  item. You can 
imagine what can happen in this place. On oue 
day I think there was a temperature of 93 degrees 
in the shade and you can therefore imagine what 
the situation there was like. I t  is not right that 
such a large number of people should be employed 
in a place where there is not sufficient ventilation. 
We have not heard anything from the merchants 
because the rum is not affected; I am sure that we 
would have heard a lot from them if the rum were 
affected. When human beings are affected i t  takes 
longer to see after them than in the case of material 
things. I do not know if the members of the 
Chamber of Commerce have said anything about 
this matter, but I feel that something should be 
done to make the place more comfortable if you 
want, people to work there. I am sorry that there 
is nothing in this Resolution stating that the place 
is going to be made cooler. It is definitely hard 
to make people work in a building such as this. 
Anything can happen to people when they work 
inslde that place and then come out in  the opm 
air. I am sure that honourable members will be 
of the same opinion if they visit this place. 

RESOLUTION R E  SERVICES AT RUM BOND I N  THE P ~ I C  
MARIKET 

I 
Mr. GALE: I agree in part with what has I been said by the honourable member who has just 

JIr. BLACKMAN: The next Resolution, Mr. 
@hai-man is to place the sum of a 7 7  a t  the disposal 
cf the Governmor-in-Executive Committee for services 
required at  the Rum Bond in the Public Market. 
The services required are as follows:- 

sat down. This building was erected for a m&ket 
and i t  has been converted into a rum bond. (A 
MEMBER: It is unsuitable for either of these pur- -T 
poses). It was never suitable for the purpose 
for which i t  was built. As the honourable mem- 
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ber has said, i t  is a building in which there is 
intolerable beat and i t  must be very diBcult for 
people who work there to carry on their work. I 
think that the Government should consider build- 
ing a proper storage rum bond because the rum 
trade is increasing daily and the place which 7s 

being used as a rum bond at present is absolutely 
unsuitable for what is being done there. There 
js plenty room behind the market where a proper 
rum bond can be built. Rum is a very inflam- 
mable commodity and if it takes fire in the building 
whele it is being dealt with at present, many places 
in the vicinity might be destroyed. It is advisa- 
ble to have a spirit bond as far  away from other 
buildings as possible. The present building is quite 
unsuitable for the purpose for which it is being 
used. ' 

Xr. BLACKMAN: All that has .been said has 
already been dealt with by the Executive. A Sub- 
Co~nmittee was appointed to deal with the matter 
and their Report was handed. in to the CTovernment 
last Thursday. 

Mr. LEWIS: I should like to take this oppor- 
tunity to raise a point which has been raised on a 
previcus occasion. Does the Government consider 
making regulations governing the quality of the rum 
used in and shipped from this island? On the last 
occasion I drew to the attention >f the Government 
that it is in the interest of the colony to have thi's rum 
matured before it is shipped from or used in tl;c 
colony. I t  is likely that it would be very detrimental 
to the health of the people of thls colony and to the 
trade carried on outside the colony if that aspect of 
the matter is not controlled. I should like to know 
if any information can be given to the effect that 
this matter is under consideration; by that I mean 
if there is sufficient storage so that this rum can be 
kept and become matured before it is used in or 
shipped from the colony. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
was put and resolved in the m a t i v e  without 
division. 

The Resolution was passed. 

COST O F  RECONSTRUCTION O F  A DEEP WATER 
HARBOUR 

Mr. CRAWFORD: The next ~esolution, Sir, 
is the one which we were considering before we ad- 
journed for lunch, namely, that for the sum of 
to meet the cost of a survey in connection with the 
construction of a deep water harbour. As I said 
earlier, we have had several plans in connection with 
the improvement of the harbour over a long period 

f years, and it is hoped that this one will be pursued 
to a final stage. I do not propose to-day to rehash 
any of the many plans which have been put forward 
from time to time in this connection, but I certainly 
am prepared to give a brief summary of the plans and 
the dates on which they were made public in order 
that honour'able members of this House and interested 
members of the public who may be desir~us of getting 
all available information in this matter will be able 
to do so in the proper quarters This Resolution is 
merely to meet the oust of this initial survey and it is 
proposed to ask Messrs. Coode Wilson, a firm of 
English Consulting Engineers, to undertake this 
investigation. Incidentally, I think that I am correct 
in saying that this was the same firm of engineen 
which was responsible for the construction of the 
deep water harbour in Trinidad, and the engineer 
whom it is liroposed to sencl to Barbados has dread) 
had experience in work of an almost. similar nature 

n the tropics. He it was who %investigated the re- 
:lamation of the Laventille and Caroni swamps 
In Trinidad. I said earlier that a more appropriate 
time for discussing the various schemes that have 
been put forward is when we actually have before uej 
the schemes which are promulgated as a result of 
this proposed survey, and we can discus them with 
our limited ability in the matter if we care to do so. 
However, for the purpose of this Resolution, I should 
Like to mention that from 1869-dmost one hundred 
years ago, seventy-eight years ago to be exact-this 
natter has been receiving the consideration of the 
Jovernment and the public. In  1869 we had a 
~cheme put forward by Mr. Bourne, who was Fore- 
zlan Superintendent of Public Works, and then in 
1883 we had one put forward by Sir John Conde. 
Cn 1884 there was the Messervy scheme, in 1887 
proposals were put forward by Mr. Payne Galloway 
and these were followed in 1889 by Mr. Edward 
Easter, and in 1893 by Mr. Barrison Hayter. I11 

1892 Mr. Brady had added his quota to the scheme3 
in this connection. Mr. Steven's plan followed i11 
1895 and in 1912 Messrs. Coode, Son & Matthews 
were asked to submit proposals. Mr. Bowen's plan 
was published in 1913 and in 1921 Mr. Add ,  en- 
gineer in charge of sea defences in British Guiana 
put forward certain proposals for improving the 
harbour in Carlisle Bax. I mention all this 'be- 
zause .interested members of the public who want 
to cheek up on the available data will be able to 
refer to them in the proper quad,ers. Current 
interest in this matter has been the result of a 
euggastion made by the Chamber of Commerce some- 
time in October last year. At that time the Cham- 
ber of Commerce passed a Resolution requesting 
that the Government take steps to send d o ~ w  
to the Legislature a Resolution to grant a sum of 
money to meet the cost of obtaining the services 
of a harbour engineer from Great Britain for the 
purpose of investigating the possibility of improving 
the harbour in this island. The Government has 
acceded to this request and the matter was referred 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies and, in- 
cidentally, it is worthy of note that in spite of 
the fact that these proposals were submitted all 
down these years, not since 1883 has the matter 
gone as far as to be placed before the Secretaq 
of State for the Colonies. The last despatch from 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies in connection 
with this matter was that by the 3larqnis of R i p n  in 
1883. As I have said, the Government has acceded 
to the request of the Chaniber of Commerce; the mat- 
ter was referred to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies and this Resolution is the result. It is 
proposed that the Engineer shall visit this island 
for five months to undertake this investigation and 
then submit h i  report to Messrs. COO& Wilson who 
will prepare the final Report and give the necessary 
expert advice. I do not think that honourable 
members will require any more information a t  this 
stage. I think that I am correct in saying that 
there is now widespread interest in this matter, 
and even if there is in the community a section 
which feels that it would not be of advantage to 
the colony to have a deep water harbour, I think 
that that section will be prepared to agree that 
this mrvey can do no harm and it may serve a 
very useful purpose. I beg to move that this %S- 

olution do now pass. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN : Before the honourable mem- 

ber sits d o ~ n ,  I would like to hint that he should 
ask honourable members to put in writing anything 



they require and hand i t  to the Clerk so that thc 
information can be obtained. I think that thal 
is a first-class suggestion. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I know that we have somc 
very able construction engineers a romd  the table 
I do not anticipate any deluge of questions. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I have much pleasure in sec 
onding the motion for the passing of this Resolu 
tion. Some people may be surprised to see peo- 
ple from the Opposition doing this. However, l 
should like to rcfresh the memory of honourablf 
members of an Address of which I have giver 
notice, asking the Government to send dowll a Res- 
olution of this nature I do not know whether it is . 
compliment or not but  the honurable member hac 
mentioned that the Chamber of Commerce has called 
attention to this matter. I do not think that any 
body can dispute the fact that unless Barbados 
becomes up to date and offers more facilities an3 
quicker faciliti~s for loading and unloading &ips 
we shall become what is known as a schooner port 
I11 years to come you will find that the big steamerr 
mill pass Barbados and send the cargo up here 
'by schooners unless we improve our harbour facili- 
ties for loading and unloading ships. To me t h i ~  
is a very serious outlook and that is why, 0-n Novem- 
ber 26, 1946, I gave notice of this Address asking 
that a Resolution such as this be sent down. If WC 

have a harbour where steamers can come alongsid? 
we shall put  a large number of lightermen out of 
employment; but I submit that if we do not have 
this harbour, they will be out of work anyhow b e  
cause we shall become a schooner port. I f  we can 
get this scheme carried out, just imagine the amount 
of employment that will be provided! Do not lel 
us look too hard a t  this matter. I think that this 
Committee would be wiw to p m  this Resolutiqu 
without any further discussion and let us get our 
harbour schemes and then we can decide to raist 
the money to improve our harbour. I can assure 
honourable members that unless something is done, 
me are going to lose our steamer trade. 

Mr. LEWIIS : m e  hnoumb1e rnemljer wha 
has just sat down has given notice of an Address 
relating to a harbour scheme; he has not discussed 
i t  and I hope that he will not mind my making a 
few remarks in connection with this Resolution. 1 
do not think there will be found anybody who 
would disagree with this Resolution ; but  we have had 
Resolutions of this kind before il. which not only the 
salary but the daily allowance of the investigating offi- 
cer has been stated. I feel that we are l e t t i q  ourselves 
in for a great deal in saying that  it is not possible 
to estimate the expenses incurred in  connection with 
this investigation with accuracy because the engineer 
will not be in a position to say, until he arrives, 
how extensive an  investigation is necessary, The 
Government has  decided to have this investigation 
and it has said that B,000 will cover the cost of 
the  investigation. I n  the case of Superintendent 
Calver, many things were set in the Resolution. NO- 
bbdy will deny that this initial survey is necessary, 
bht  I feel that some more detailed information 
should have been given and not merely state the 
salary which we mill pay this Engineer. We should 
have been told something about the dailr allowance. 

The question that this Resolution do now p m  
was pnt  and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

The Resolution was passed. 
On the inotion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 

SPRINGER, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing 2f 

two Resolutions in Committee and that the Com- 
mittee had asked for leave to sit again. 

The House resumed. 
On motions of_Mr. ADAMS, seconded by  Mr. 

SPRINGER in each case, the Resolutiow ppassed i n  
Committee were read a first and second time and 
agreed to. 

At this point, i t  now beinz 3.30 p.m. Mr. SPEAK- 
EFS stated that i t  was now time for the consideration 
of Private Members' Business. 

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (B) 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to move for the sus- 
pensiion of Rule 61 (b) in order to resume Oovern- 
ment Business. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : I object. 
Mr. SPEAKER: An objection having been @ken, 

I shall have to put  the question. The question is that 
leave be granted the honourable member to move for 
the mspension of Rule 61 (b)  in  order to resume 
Government Business. Honourable members in fav- 
our of that will please say "Aye," those agaiwt will 
please say "No". I think the "Noesyy have it. 

A division was taken as follows:- 
Ayes: Messrs RAMSAY, E'. L. W A L C ~ T ,  COX, 

FOSTER, MAPP, SPRINGER, ADAMS, BLACKMAN and Dr. 
CUMMINS---9. 

Noes : Messn;' LEWIS, BRANCKER, C RAWFORD, 
QARNER, TALMA, MOTTLEY, HAYNES, GALE, S. A. WAL- 
COTT and WIL~INSON-10. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been d2- 
cided in the negative, nine honourable members vot- 
ing "Aye'' and ten honourable members voting "No". 
The House will now proceed with Private Members' 
Business. 

ST. NICHAEL~'S PARISH LOAN BILL 

The first Order of the Day under Private AIern- 
bers' Business was called:-To move the House into 
Committee on the Bill to authorise the V e ~ t r y  of the 
parish of St. Michael in  this Island to raise a loall to 
enable them to purchase a propertx which 'adjoins the 
Parochial Buildings, Cheapside, Bridgetown, for 
parochial puliposes. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Before I move the House into 
Committee on this Bill, I crave Your Honour's in- 
dulgence to make one correction. There has been a 
typographical error in  connection with the tax of the 
honourable member- 

Mr. SPEAKER: If i t  is anything which affects 
honourable members I do not mind your making the 
correction. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : I am referring to a t-ypographi- 
eal error in  a statement whi,ch I have in my hand in 
respect of the tax of the honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph, and I should like to take this opportunity 
to correct it. I think that i t  is fair and right to do 
jo. I did say, in good faith, that the honourable 
member's taxes have not been increased, but in truth 
and in fact they have been increased. I think that 
it is my duty to dram that to the attention of' the 
House. I now beg to more that Your Honour do now 
leave the Chair and the House go into Committee on 
this Bill. 

Mr. ADAMS : I hope that the honourable~mem- 
ber will withdraw the implication that I lied. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that i t  is with that 
~b jec t  that the honourable member made the correc- 
tion and that is why I allowed him to make i t  

Mr. HAYNIES: I beg to second the motion of 
;he honourable senior member for  the City. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Speaker,-Before you put-the 
pestion, I rise to move that this Bill be referred to at 
Select Committee of this House and I will give 
n-y reasons for making this motion. I n  the first 
place the question6 which I asked when the second 
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reading of the Bill was under consideration were not 
satisfactorily and fully answered. The second rea- 
son is that I should like to give the xestry of St. 
Michael the opportunity of discusing with the Select 
Committee whether the particular building or  itup- 
tion is suitable for at l e s t  one of the purposes men- 
tioned in the Bill. The next reason, Sir, is that in 
view of what was said by the honourable introducer 
of the Bill to  the effect that  over-expenditure hpd 
taken place and it was the inevitable result of the 
increased cost of labour and materials in building 
and repairs during the past year, I feel that the 
estimate given in Espect of th@ property should be 
revised. I think that I have seen it stated that Parlia- 
ment should not be a playground for Parties but an 
Assembly in  which-persons can think and act as they 
consider best. It is i n  that  spirit that I not only 
seconded the motion but  voted that  this Bill should 
be read a second time a t  some other time rather than 
on the last occasion. If we depart from that high stan- 
dard and allow any political gangsterism to direct our 
thinking, speaking and voting in a free Assembly, then 
the Assembly will undonbtedly become a place to be 
vacated by decent people. I should like to say that 
there is nothing personal in what I say in connection 
with this Bill. With Honour's permissiton I will 
give some other reasons as to why this Bill should be 
referred to a Select Committee. There has been a 
great deal of misundemtanding which has gone around 
with regard to this Bill. So f a r  a s  I have been able 
to discover, this Bill W& never introduced b p  my 
late colleague, Mr. Peirce. This Bill was introduced 
by the honourable junior member for St. Michael on 
the 9th April, 1946, and i t  was read a first time- 

Mr. SPEAKJ3R: I do not think that the ques- 
tion as to who intrqduced the Bill has anything to 
do with the matter. 

Mr. LEWIS:  We were told that the House was 
in agreement with the Bill when Mr. PelIke intro- 
duced it, but not when somebody else introduced i t  SO 
as  to show pemonal reasons for having it read a 
second time last Tuesday. I crave your indulgence--- 

Jlr. SPEAKER: The Bill never came up  for 
consideration by the House. 

Mr. LEWIS:  It was introduced by the hon- 
ourable junior member for St.  Michael and it may be 
qnestioiled : why did the honourable member for- 
sake the Bill and allow another honourable member 
to take charge of i t?  Was i t  snatched from him for 
propaganda purposes ? 
(Mr. GALlE : The House died). 

Mr. SPEAKEE:  I do not think that that has 
anything to do with the matter. 

>fr. LEIVIS: I am asking you to allow me 
to put my point in the way in which I am putting i t  so 
a s  to show why this Bill should be referred to 
a Select Committee. Your Honour received a peti- 
tion f ~ m  a dead Vestry in  connection with this Bill 
and you had to turn  i t  down. The Bill was sedt 
up but the Vestry did not exist. The next 

was sent in on the 28th January this year 
by the present members of the Vestry and in this 
petition i t  was stated that a t  a meeting of the Vestry 
held recently the question of purchasing this prop- 
erty was discussed. The Vestry was elected on 
the 13th of January; they held their first meeting 
on the 20th of January and I have been told that 

no one knows if the taxpayers would object to 
the raising of this money. I should also like to 
correct the impression that this Bill has something 
to do with the buying of food for  the people. The 
people are being fed bu t  it is a question of the 
place where they are to be fed. I question whether 
i t  is a proper thing to take children to a place in  a 
busy part of the City to feed them. I understand 
that there are only about twenty-five children from 
one school being fed and I think that some effort 
should be made to take the meal to the school. If 
i t  is not a question of ostentatious charity, i t  is, 
in my opinion, cruel not to find a more secluded 
sblot where the people can go for their meal rather 
than be exposed to the gaze of the public. I should 
lihe the Select Committee to put every point to 
the Vestry- 

Mr. SPEAKER:  What you want done can be 
done 'by the Select Committee. Pour reasons for 
the appointment of t.he Select Committee are quite 
in order but I do not want you to debate them, 

Mr. LEWIS:  The only way in which I feel 
I can convince people is to give them reasons. 

Nr. SPEAKER:  But  you do not want to di- 
late on them. 

Xr. LEWIS:  I would like to make this state- 
ment and I hope that no honourable m:mber will 
characterise i t  as being malicious or otherwise. 1 
hope that  the opportunity will be taken to correct 
what is being publicly talked, that some membe:. 
of the Vestry is the legal personal representative 
or agent in respect of the properties adjoining the 
Parochial Buildings, and that is a regrettable fea- 
ture. Mr. Speaker, the documents which have been 
put in to disprove the charges- 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I do not think that I can 
allow the honourable mem'bkr to dilate on those 
documents; they are in connection with the evidence 
whicE the Select Committee will be taking. 

Mr. LEWIS:  If honourable members have in- 
spected those documents I think that I would be 
in order to show where they fall short of the re- 
qyirements. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member can 
say that the documents have been put  in  for the 
consideration of the Select Committee. I see no 
object in the House going into them. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Putting in  documents to show 
that there is an  over-expenditure of $4,000 in an 
estimated expenditure of over half a million dol- 
lars proves nothing when you remember that there 
is this flexibility or shifting f r o x  o w  thing to the 
other under several h$ads of expenditure - a prae- 
tice with which this House is not familiar. I 
would mentiaii that under five heads of expenditure 
- and these things were published in the news- 
papers - approximately $ ~ , ~ O  was overspent. 
There may be some criticism i n  respect of over- 
spending or under-spending and i t  is in  the inter- 
est of honourable members to make investigations. 
Sometime in  April members of the Vestry spoke 
~f keeping themselves solvent and one member said 
that if the taxpayers were present and saw how 

nothing was discussed-a'bout the purchase of this 1 ;hey Laid the &&S, not one of them would get 
property. The Vestry did not consider the mat- ( six votes. As 'being responsible people, are we 
te r  as an item on their agenda. The next meeting 
of the Vestry was held on the 10th of February 
and the petition had been presented on the 28tn , - r of January and the Bill was introduced and read 
a first time on that date. The next point is that 
disclosures by the present Vestry themselves have 
caused anxiety in the minds of the taxpayers, and 

not going to investigate this matter before me an- 
thorise the Vestry to borrow money? I think that 
we should be lacking i n  our duty if we did not 
investigate it. The newspapers cried for a change 
in the system- 

Mr. SPEAKERI: I do not think that this hag 
anything to do with the system. 
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Mr. LEWIS: I should like to say that this 
House should be extremely careful in  this matter be- 
cause last Tuesday we had i t  thrown at us that we had 
told the Vestry to raise $66,000 for Retrospective 
Pay and Cost of Living Bonus. The House gets 
the blame for the resultant increase taxes and the 
Vestry gets the praise for the increased salaries. 

Nr.  SPEAKER: That has nothing to do with 
the Bill being referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr. LEWIS: Honourable members can take 
care of their point of view. I cannot see any 
reason for some of the things that were said, and 
1 should just like to say that Your Honour has 

allowed scme very strong statements to be made in 
+oni;ection with this matter and I think 
that I should be given the opportunity 
as another reason for referring this Bill to a Select 
Committee, to say this: This is not the first loan 
23'1 that has come before this House and malicious 
statements have been made- 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has nothing to do with 
this matter. 

Mr. LEWIS : I should just like to say that I am 
prepared to follow up  the statement that $54,000 has 
been over-spent. It was admitted that that  did appear 
in one newspaper a t  least and it appears as  if i t  suited 
a purpose to leave it, there so as t o  mislead the public 
When honourable members h d  that the statement is 
not disputed and is used here after some time-I say 
that if a statement is made in  ~ u b l i c  that money has 
been ove~spent that statement be refuted at  the time 
when it is made and not left to give a wrong 
impression of the over-spender. If the proper 
document is put in showing all the items dealt 
with that should be sufficient to prevent me 
from asking for what I am asking. I n  view of what 
I have said, I beg to move that this Bill be referred 
to a Select Committee of this House. I repeat that 
the taxpayers of St. Michael are uneasy in their minds 
about the happenings a t  the Vestry from the mouths 
of Veistrymen themselves, and it is in the interest of 
the taxpayers that an  effort be made to clear up  these 
things before the Vedry is allowed to daise another 
loan. I think that I have said enough i n  this matter, 
and I thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the latitude whkh 
you have allowed me. 

Mr. COX : I beg to second the honourable mem- 
ber's motion. I am hoping that I will be given an 
opportunity to explain my position and my reason 
for supporting the motion made by the honourable 
junior member for the City. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member can 
give reasons as to why the Bill should be referred to 
a Select Committee, but I have to decide whether 
those reasons are reasons or not. 

Mr. COX: T realise that this is a ticklish ques- 
tion and much covering will have to take place, but 
at the same time i t  would be fair if we tare attacked 
as being wicked and malicious- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow that ;  that is 
not a reason for the Bill being referred to a Select 
Committee. 

Mr. COX: I want to give some justification for 
referring this Bill to a Select Committee with a view 
that the members of the Select Committee having in- 
form~atioa * to the working of the Vestry. mill be 
able to arrive at  a conclu~iion as to whether thev 
could snpport the Bill for the raising of this loan or 
not. 

Mr. SPEAKER,: T think you will remember I 
sirapested that this (Bill should be referred to a Select 
Committee. I do not want honourable members of 
this H O I I S ~  to submit to-day the evidence which the 
Select Committee mav take. You can give reasons 
why the evidence should be taken. 

Mr. COX: I want to give reasons for referring 
his Bill to a Select Committee here and now because 
[ realise that there are memberrj of this House who 
ieviate from their policy according to the conditions 
vhich arise. If we are going to take our responsi- 
d i t y  seriously, we ought to be able to stand up to 
ivhat we do and say a t  all times. I remember that  
when the matter in  connection with the Hospital was 
~efore  us, honou~able members on the other side 
;poke very strongly against it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that that has 
anything to do with this Bill. The whole point iu 
:hat certain things have transpired-things to be 
?nquired into-and the Select Committee will make 
nvestigations which the House cannot do to-day. 

Mr. COX: I should like to mention that the 
Vestry estimated that $11,000 would be required for 
reconstructing the kitchen at  the Almshouse and build- 
mp the Superintei~dent '~ office, and when the work 
was done the amount went up  to over $24,000 and 
that is not all. I have seen the estimate for the paint- 
ing and washing of the Almshouse and other build- 
ings, the sum of $2,680. 1 do not think 
that anybody who was spending his money would 
spend it in this manner a t  all. I n  the first place, 
there is a stupid and wicked practice going on. You 
call in a contractor to tell you how much i t  will cost 
to erect a building; you give him 29% or 5% for  
telling you what that will cost and whether the con- 
tractor gets the job or not, he will push the estimate 
as high as he possibly can 'because he knows that as 
soon as he concludes his estirnate he will draw his 
money. 

Mr. SPEAKER,: You can put  that very short- 
ly;  you can say that this method of awarding con- 
tracts is not a good one. 

Mr. COX: I quite see your point, Mr. Speaker, 
but I want to t ry  and convince honourable members 
of the necessity for referring this Bill to a Select 
Committee. If I .do not quote cases where, in my 
opinion, there was some squandering of the tax- 
payers' money, I will hardly get the support of hon- 
ourable members. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member js 
now mentioning things which will be put before the 
Select Committee and I do not see how I can allow 
you to do that. 

Mr. COS:  I will have to bow to Ycur Honour's 
ruling, but if I cannot show any reasonable grounds 
for referring the Bill to a Select Committee- 

Mr. SPEAEER:  I think that you have shown 
some grounds for doing that. 

Mr. COX: If these matters are not discussed in 
the House, they will have to lie discussed before 
the Select Committee. I am only giving reasons why 
the Bill xhould be referred to a Select Committee, 
but if Your Honour rules m e  out of Brder I must 
bow to your ruling. I was_ saying that I saw some 
figures relative to the etc., of certain parts 
~f the Almshouse and other huildings and they 
zmo~mted to $8,450.21). The contractor was paid 
$21130 ancl he has not done the job yet. 

Mr. SPEAKEE:  The honourable member is 
quite in order to say that the contract was not 
properly carried out, but I do not think that he is 
in order to mention item "A" and item "B" or 
contract "A" and contract "B" in this discussion. 

Mi: COX: I just want to say finally that I think 
that the House should know these thing,s in  order 

f 
i 
I 

b decide whether there is any justification or 1 
whether sutBcient grounds have been given for referr- 3 
ing this Bill to a Select Committee or not. Let us 



take the ,Steel Shed i n  Queen's Park;  the Vestry 
called in a contractor- 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The honourable member is now 
doing exactly what I said he should not do. 

Mr. COX: I quite see the position; i t  is not 
likely that these facts and figures wlll be presented 
before this House. I hope, however, that when this 
Bill reaches the Committee stage we will have the 
privilege of ventilating all these corruptions as clear- 
ly as possible. I 

Mr. SPEAKER:  Before the honourable member 
takes his sea t  I should like to suggest to him that 
he has the power to submit evidence to the Select 
Committee instead of submitting i t  here. As a rate- 
payer, the honourable member h% the same right of 
attending the Select Committee 'S meetings as anyone 
else. 

Xr .  COX: Provided that a Select Committee 
is appointed; honourable members may not vote in 
favour of having the Select Committee appointed. 

>fr. SPEAKER: The honourable member can- 
not debate that point again; i t  has already been de- 
bated. 

Mr. COX: I should like to say that since this 
Bill was discussed I made every possible effort to  
get certain information from the Vestry. It seems 
very strange to me that the honourable senior member 
for the City can produce figures ad lib here and when 
another honourable member asks for  information he 
is told that the acounts are in the Auditor's posses- 
sion and God knows when you can get them. 

Mr. F. L. W U C O T T :  I n  supporting the 
motion for referring this Bill to a Select Committee 
I wou'd like to state my reasons as broadly as I can, 
because I believe that the day must come when public 
mtn must be able to discharge their duties without 
any consideration for their friends or, may be, their 
enemies. As Edwin Burke once said: " I t  is there- 
fore our business to cultivate in  our minds, to rear 
to the most perfect vigour and maturity every sort 
of honest and generous feeling that belongs to our 
nature, to bring the disposit~ons that are lovely h 
private life into the service and conduct of the c30m- 
inonv~ealth. " 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I ask the honourable member 
to get to.the point. 

Mr. F. L WALCOTT: 1 wil: do that, Mr. 
Speaker. This is an important inatter and we want 
the public to know that you must have in p'ublic 
life people who cannot be afraid of the g7are of 
certain things being shown up. Even if you have 
a minority, that minority must be i n  the right. This 
is a matter which cannot be left up because there can 
be s repetition of it in the future. I feel that on 
the statements which the honourable junior member 
for the City has made there is every reason why wz 
should have this investigation. The House should 
discharge its duty and if there is anything wrong 
let the Select Committee discover it. Of course 1 
know that there is no guarantee for obvious reasons 
that a Select Committee will be appointed. The 
public will be justified in  knowing certain things 
but  you cannot make honourable members vote ac- 
cording to any arguments no matter how logical 01 

illogical they may be. 
Mr. SPEAKER:  I do not think that the hon- 

oura'ble member should suggest that honourable mem. 
bers will not vote according to principle. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am not saying that 
Mr. Speaker, but I say that you canlwt make honour- 
able members vote in favour of what is proposed. 
Human beings do not always think alike and no 
matter what argument you can adduce you cannot 

make an honourable member vote for  something which 
is propounded. I think that the greatest amount of 
tolerance should be given i n  a matter such this. 
f feel that we are reaching a stage i n  public life 
and conduct where we cannot think of not offending 
any person who may appear to be offended. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has, 
so far, not given any reason for  referring this Bill 
to a Select Committee. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : TPe hononrable senior 
member for the City has assumed that people are 
:barging him with something- 

Xr. SPEAKER: We are not going into that 
3t all; give your reasons for referring the Bill to a 
select Committee. 

Mr. F. L. WAbCOTT: The honourable mem- 
ber who introduced this Bill has put  in certain docu- 
nents with which I am going to deal if and when a 
Select Committee is appointed. I do not think that 
this is the stage a t  which we can deal with these 
documents, but, speaking in a general way, it is clear 
that since the honourable member puts in these docu- 
nents he wants them to go before a Select Committee. 
[f you have no opportunity of dealing with certain 
things in the House then they should be dealt with 
3y a Select Committee. I think that this Bill should 
be referred to a Select Committee This 1s not merely 
a matter of feeding people; we want a Select Com- 
mittee to consider whether the Vestry should be 
qiven permission to raise this loan of £4,000 bea2- 
ing in mind what the honourable junior member 
for the City has said with regard to the petition 
having been rejected and so forth. These are matters 
which should be investigated. The more you talk 
$bout these things, the more you can see that there 
is the necessity for investigating them. 

Nr.  ADAMS: Mr. Speaker-I am in favour of 
this Bill being referred to a Select Committee and 
I am going to give most explicit reasons for that and 
I leave the matter to the decency of honourable mem- 
bers. If any honourable member, no matter to which 
Party he belongs, is going to allow himself ,to be 
a party to matters of this sort, his born  fides a t  ally 
Fate is questicnable. I base my agreemellt to refer 
this Rill to a Select Committee on the following 
grounds. We have been told that when the Vestry 
bought the site for  the Children's I30me they had 
three appraisers to value the property and, speaking 
for myself and I suppose for most of us, it is difficult 
to find three more competent appraisers than tha 
three whom they had, namely, Mr. H. W. Clarke, 
Mr. H. H. Williams and Mr. C. R. Arnl~trong. Xr. 
Clarke is a person to whom most people would turn 
if they had any work to be done by contract. There 
might be three appraisers equal to the three who 
who have been mentioned, but i t  is difficult to find 
three who are more competent. We have heard the 
charge made that although these appraisers valued 
the property to £2,800, the Vestry have agreed to pay 
55,000. That charge E.ap not been denied and the 
explanation is- 

Mr. SPEAKER:  Is that the loan n-hkh is nom 
under discussion ? 

JTr Ai)AMS : No Sir, but we a-? b i n p  as ld i  
for permission to raise a loan of £4,000. On the last 
occasion we were asked permission to raise a loan 
to purchase a Children's Home and we can ask how 
the money was spent in ~urchas ing  this Children's 
Home. 

JIr SPEAKER:  That is somethinz which can 
be put beforp the Select Committee. 

J l r .  ADAMS : MV point is that I a111 using 
it a9 an argument which can he use&- 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You should not deal with 
that a t  any length. 

Mr. ADAMS: I am saying that this thing has 
happened and we have not had any adequate explana- 
tion about it. The only fact we have is that 
these three appraisers said that the property was 
worth £2,&00. I challenge any member of the 
Vestry to say that the ploperty was valued a t  more 
than that or deny that it was the opinion of the ap- 
praisers that the house mas not fit for reconstruction. 
We hare been told that the Dean of St. Michael-it 
was not a t1ieolo;ical point-said that the site was a 
fine one and apparently turned down the Vestry's ap- 
praisers. I have to accept statements made by honour- 
eble members until I discover that they are untrue 
and I know what to think of people who make typo- 
graphical erro:s. Structurally, th'is building is not fit 
for a Children's Home and as against that We have 
the opinion of the Dean of St. Michael! Now there 
is the explanation that an anonymous donor came 
along with £5,000 and he got his appraisers to 
\ d u e  the property. These other appraisers could hare 
been three more clergymen. It is a remarkable fact 
that we are asked to imply later in the explanation 
that this anonymous donor was perfectly satisfied 
that Mr. Clarke, Mr. Williams and Mr. Armstronp 
were robbing the poor unfortunate vendor, that his 
appraisers were right and that this place was viorth 
£5,000. I am asking honourable members irrespeotivr 
'of the Party to which they belong, to remember 
that thep are men first and politicians afterwards. 
This anon3mous donor is allowed to give for this 
property £2,200 more than he need have given for 
i t  and no reason has been given- 

Mr SPEAKER: The honourable member hrls 
mentioned that the Vestry have agreed to the par- 
chase of this property for £5,000 and I do not want 
you to deal with that at  any length. 

Mr. ADAMS: I shall not deal with it a t  any 
length. I should just like to say this: If this were 
a Government affair and the Government said "We 
propose to purchase a property as a residence for the 
Labour Commissioner or the Director of Highways 
and Transport; we have sent Mr. Clarke, Mr. Wil- 
liams and Mr. Armstrong h look a t  the propeldy 
which we have in mind, and they sugps t  to us not to 
give more than 5'2,800 for it." If we came before 

. the House with a Resolution for £5,000 to purchasa 
this property what would hear? I am asking 
hcnourable members who would no$ dream of doing 
anything dishonest in  their private lives not to 
illow, perhaps unwittingly, anything which is dis- 
honest. As long the Vestry have to come to the 
House and ask for permisision to do SQ and so, it is 
the ultimate responsibility of this House as to 
whether we are going to allow them to do something, 
I do not want to use the word corrupt, it may be 
reckless or- 

Mr. SPEAKER: All you need say is that i t  is 
our responsibility to see whether we will allow 
them to do something unb~;sinesslikc or, not. 
(Kaughter and Cheers). 

Mr ADAMS: - I believe that the worst accnss 
tion that can be brought against the honourable 
junior mem'br for St. James is that he is unbusiness 
like. I ask honourable members of any Party in viev 
of what has happened to see that the Vestry should 
bring the facts before us. 1,should like to ask when 
did thiq anonymous donor make his offer to the 
Vestry? When was the assessment of the Vestry's 
appraisers sent in'? When was the Agreemen' 
%etweell the Vestry and the vendor signed for this 
£5,000 and what meeting was held to see that nothing 
was done between the offer of $2,800 and that of 

m right of reply. 
The question that this Bill be referred to a 

Select Committee was put and resolved in a "tie', 
the division being as follows:- 

Ayes: Messrs. RAMSAY, LEWIS, SMITH, F. L. 
WALCOTT, COX, MAPP, SPRINGER, ADIMS, BLACKMAN 
and Dr. CUMMINS-10. 

Noes : Nessrs BRAKKER, FOSTER, CRAWFORD, 
GARNER, TALMA, MOTTLEY, HAYNBS, G-ALE, S. A. 
WALCOTT and WILKINSON-10. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find myself in a very awk- 
ward position. The question has been resolved in a 
"tie." tell honourable members voting "Aye7' and 
ten honourable members voting "No" Honourable 
members know what my personal feelings are in this 
matter but according to the Rules I have to votz 
with the "Noes." 

The question that His Honour do now leave the 
Chair and the House go into Committee on this 
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

Mr. SPJUKER left the Chair and the Hcuse went a, 

into Committee on the Bill, Mr. RAMSAY siting in 
the Chair. 

On the motion of of M~.,MOTTLEY, sewnded by  
Mr. TALMA, the Preamble was postponed 

Clause 1, the title Clause, was read as follows:- 
1. This Act may be cited as the Saint Michael's 

Parish Loan Act, 1947. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that Clause 1 

stand part of the Bill. 
Mr. T A W :  I beg to second that 
Mr. LEWIS:  I throw out the sugg-estion that 

a s  a Loan Bill has already been passed, the word 
and figure "No. 2" should be added a t  the end of this 
Clause . I do not think that we si~ould let an amend. 
ment be sent down from the Other Place to make i t  
appear as if we do not know what we are doing. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : I accept that amendment. 
The question that Clause 1 a3 amended stand 

part of the Bill was put and resolved in the affirma- 
tive without division. 

Clause 1 was passed. 
Clause 2 was read .as follows :- 
2. I t  shall be lawful for the Vestry of &e 

parish of Saint Michael and they are hereby author- 
ised from t h e  to time as they may require the same 
to borrow from any per8on or  persons body or bodies 
politic o r  corporate willing to lend them the same 
a sum or sums of money not exceeding in the aggre- 
gate the sum of four thousand pounds to be applied 
by them in purchasing from Helen Constance Mason 
a messuage or dwelling house standing on one thous- 
and eight hundred square feet of land ad'oining the 
Parochial Buildings on Cheapside ~ o a d  the City 
of Bridgetown and of converting the same to be used 
as a Food Centre and also to provide additional ac- 
commodation for the Staff of the Commissioners of 
Health for the said parish and the sum of sums so 
borrowed with interest thereon at  a rate not 
exceeding 
Pounds per centum per annum shall be a charge on 
the rates of the said parish. 

Mr: MOTTLEY: I beg to move that C laus~  2 
stand part of the Bill 

Mr. TMAMA : I beg to second that 

$5,000 for this property? I can furnish them with 
all the answers. 

Mr. MOTTLEY rose to speak. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has 

--. . 
Mr. LEWIS : I woild like to know if the hon- 

7urable senior member for the City can tell us whether 
the estimates for the purchase and remodelling of 

9- 
this building made in 1946 still hold good in view 
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of the fact that theye has been increased expenditure On the motion of Mr. MOTTLEY> seconded bp Mr. 

c 
h connection with a similar project which was TALMA, the C H A I R M ~  repoL-ted the passing of the 
started and -finished during that period. Bill in Committee. 

r Rr. NDTTLEY: To the best of my knowledge 
The House resumed. 

I t1rin.k that the present estimates should stand in On motions of Mr. MOTTLEY, seconded by Mr. 

cohnectian with this building. TALMA in each case, the Bill W* read a third time 
and passed 

The  question thaz Clause 2 ,,tand part of the Bill THE ADSTOUBNMEST 
was put and resolved in  the affirmative without 

f -  division. The Order Paper having bten fixed, 
CIause )II; was passed, the word "four" being Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this House do 

inserted in the blank. now adjourn to this day week, thc 15th day of July, 
1947, at twelve o'clock noon. The remaining Clauses of the Bill were read Mr. RAMSAY seconded the motion which was 

and passed, the word "five" being inserted in the to. blank in Clause 4. I Mr. SPEAKER accordingly adjourned the House 
The two Schedules and the preamble were read to Tuesday next, the 15th day of July, 1947, a t  twelve 

and passed. ( o'clock n6on . 




