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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, July 22, 1947. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly 

met a t  12  o'clock noon to-day. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. G. B. EVELYN (Speaker), His 
Honour Jlr.  J. E. T. BRANCKER (Depzity Speaker), 
Messrs. J. T. C. RAMSAY (Chairnmn of Ciommittees!, 
D. A. FOSTER, R. G. MAPP, M. E .  COX, H. W, S P ~ G -  

ER, M.A., G. H. ADAMS, B.A., H. D. BLACKMAN, 
C. A. TALMA, J. A. HAYNES, B.A., V. C. GALE, and 
E .  L. WARD. 

PFUYERS AND MINUTES 

Prayers are read and the Minutes of the meeting 
which was held on the 15th July, 1947, having been 
circulated are taken as read and confirmed. 

Messrs. F. L. S. A. W A U ~ ~ T  and Dr 
WILSON enter the House and take their seats. 

MESSAGE FR.OM H I S  EXCELLENCY THE 
GOVERNOR 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I have the hou- 
our to present the following Message from His EX- 
cellency the Governor :- 

BfESSAGE NO. 24/1947. 
His Exce l l e l t c~  The Governor 

To 
The Honoz~mbZe I ' k e  House of Assemblg 

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to 
refer to the Acting Governor's Message No. 5/1947 
on the subject of the emoluments attaching to thc 
office of Governor of Barbados. 

2. The Honourable House has already indicated 
that i t  is not in favour of an increase in the Gov- 
ernor's duty allowance. The other suggestions made 
by the Secretary of State have not yet been con- 
si$ered, namely, that transport for the use of the 
Officer administering the Government should be 
purchased and maintained a t  the public expense and 

,hat some portion of the expenses of the domestic 
,taff employed a t  Government Home should be met 
'rom public funds. 

3. His Excellency would appreciate the views I 

tf the Honourable House on these or other similar 
~roposals. 

HILARY BLOOD, 
Governor, 

lovernment House, 
Bridgetown, 

21st July, 1947. 

Messrs. WILKINSON, M W Y ,  and GARNER enter 
;he House and take their s ea t .  

PAPERS LAID 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour 
ilso to lay on the table of the House the following 
Papzrs :- . Report on Old Age Pensions System and its 
itdministration. 

White Paper on Closer Association of the Britj 
ish West Indian Colonies. (With reference to Hie 
Excellency the Governor's Message No. 23/1947. 

Statement showing the amounts advanced by the 
Government of Barbados and the amounts received 
Eron1 His Excellency the Governor in the United 
Kingdom under the provisions of the Colonial 
Dewlopment and Welfare Act for the period ended 
30th June, 1947, in respect of the several schemes 
~anctioned by the Legislature. 

PETITION 

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to 
present a petition from Leslie Bruce Clarke, Waltzr 
Clemenceford Edwards, Conrad Leroy Brathwaite, 
Cyril Osmald Hall, Colin Leslie Chester Young, and 
Carville Young praying the House to pass a Bill to 
incorporate the Barbados Youth Movement. 

NOTICES 

Mr. BLACKMAN gives notice of the followring 
on behalf of the Government :- 

Rill relating to quarantine and similar matters. 
Other Notices are given as follows :- 
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Mr. - MAPP : Bill to make provision with re- 
spect to the powers of the Legislative Council in re 
lation to the House of Assembly. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: Bill to incorporate the Bar- 
bados Youth Movement. 

Mr. TALMA : Of the following Address:- 

T?w House of AssembLy 
To 

His Excellertcy The Governor 

The House of Assembly are of opinion that, 
owing to the growth of certain districts in the par- 
ish of Christ Church as residential areas no fewer 
than three District Markets should be erected for the 
convenience of such residents of the respective 
districts. 

The House would further respectfully beg to 
suggest that, should the terms of such an Address 
be implemented, then the following sites should be 
considered among others, viz : - 

(1) A suitable site in  the middle of D a p e l h  
road.' ' 

(2) Near St. Lawrence's Corner, Christ Church. 
(3) welches, Chrigt Church. 
This House further respectf~dly express the hope 

that such suggestions as aforementioned might b-. 
included in the present programme for relief of un- 
employment in  this island. 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. IIAYNES: To enquire of the senior mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee present in the House 
a t  its next meeting:- 

(l) Is the Government aware that Groves 
Bridge, St. Andrew, has been dismantled and there- 
by impassable for a period of three years? 

(2) I s  it the intention of the Highways Board 
to reconstruct this bridge and when? 

(3)  How much money has been expended 
auring this period on watchmen for this bridge t 

Mr. BAYNES: To enquire of the senior mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee present in the House 
pt its next meeting :- 

(l) Is  the Government aware that the Hodse 
of Assembly passed a Resolution to pay the expenses 
of a Ceramist with a view to improving the pottery 
industry in Barbados? 

(2) If the answer to (1) is in the affirmative, 
will the Government state what steps have been 
taken to obtain the services of the abovementioned 
.officer ? 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

011 the motion of Mr. MAPP, seconded by Mr. 
Cox, a Bill to make provision with respect to the 
powers of the Legislative Council in relation to this 
Rouse of Assembly is read a first time. 

On the motion of Mr. RLACKMAN, seconded by 
SPRIXGER, a Bill relating to quarantine and similai 
matters iwread a first time. 

On the motion ~f Mr. BLACKMAN, seconded by 
Mr. ADANS, a Bill to incorporate the Barljadcs 
Youth Movement is read a first time. a 

APPOINTMENT OF A SELECT COMMITTEE. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move that 
8 Select Committee be appointed to draft a reply 
to His Excellency's Message No. 24/1947 relating 
to the emoluments attaching to the office of Governor 
of Ba2bados. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to second that. 
2'he question that a Select Committee be ap- 

pointed to draft a. Reply to His Excellency's Nessage 
N o  24/1947 is put  and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER): Subject to the approval of the 
House I appoint the following a Select Committee 
for the purpose-The senior member for St. George 
(Mr. Springer), the senior member for  St. Pbilip 
(Mr. Crawford), the junior member for St. Lucy 
(Mr. Rrancker), the junior member for  St. Philip 
(Mr. Garner), the senior member for St. Michael 
(Mr. Cox), the junior member for St. James (Mr. 
Wilkinson), and tha junior member for St. Michael 
(Mr. Gale). 

Mr. WIILKINSON: Mr. Speaker,-I ask to be 
excused from serving on this Committee. I presume 
that the Committee should act promptly and I shall 
he probably not in the island. 

Mr. ADAMS: If it is agreeable to the other 
members of the Committee we can summon a meeting 
for Thursday of this week. I suggest that the name of 
the honourable member be included and a meeting 
of the Committee be surcmoned as early as possible. 

APPOINTMENT OF DELEGATES TO 
PROPOSED W.I. FEDERATION CONFERENCE. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-Before the Orders 
are called I should like to make the suggestion that 
the House, immediately after lunch this afternoon, 
select two delegates to attend the proposed West 
Indian Federation Conference to be held in Jamaica 
next month. It is a matter of urgency that the 
delegates should be selected within some reasonable 
time before the Conference takes place. I beg t o  
give notice that I shall move the suspension of Rules 
88 and 89 in order to appoint these delegates on re- 
assembling after lunch. 

RATIFICATION O F  RICE AGREEMENT WITH 
BRITISH GUIANA. 

Mr. SPEAICEIZ: The first Order stands in the 
name of the honourable junior member for St. John,- 
To move the passing of a Resolution to ratify the 
Agreement made between the British Guiana Rice 
Marketing Board of British Guiana and the Executive 
Comittee for the supply of rice to Barbados. 

Mr. BLACKMBN : Mr. Speaker,-This Agree- 
ment was made on the 19th June, 1947, as  the result 
of a Message from the Governor on the 9th December, 
1946, to the House of Assembly asking that such an 
Agreement be entered into and the Houso signified its 
concurrence that the Agreement should be made. I 
be.g to move that this Resolution do now pass. 
LW. ADAMS : I beg to second that. 
The question that this Resolution do now pass is 

put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

T H E  PENSIONS BILL. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands in the 
name of the honourable senior member for St. Joseph. 
-Second reading of a Bill to amend and consolidate 
the law of this Island relating to pensions of public 
officers. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-The Objects and 
Reasons of this Bill convey all the information which, 
normally, the mover of it would have had to put be- 
fore honourable members in  introducing it. I do 
not think that there is anything of importance in this 
Bill, where it differs from the existing Pension Act, 
which has not been covered by the explanations set 
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out in the Objects and Reasons. The principa, 
.changes are enumerated as follows:-(l) Cnange m 
the method of determining what officers are pension- 
able, (2 )  change in the unit of pensionable service 
that is to Say, from one yea: t o  one month, (3) the 
age of retirement-the age for compulsory retirement 
and the age for optional retirement being altered frolr 
65 Years and 60 years respectively to 60 years and 
55 years respectively, (4) the unit of pension,-the 
rate of pension being vfiried from 1/60 to 1/50 for 
every year of service in  consequence of the proposal 
to reduce all retiring ages by five years (5 )  change 
in  the method of computing the pension of officers 
transferred from this Island to the service of scheduled 
Governments, bringing us a t  last into line with the 
rest of the British Colonial Service, (6) change 1:1 

the method of arriving a t  the pensionable emolurnent,~ 
on which pelisions are calculated, (7)  provision foz 
marriage gratuities to female officers who retire on 
marriage or in order to be married-and in this con- 
nection let me quieten the fears of those who feel 
that a female officer who gets married should retire 
by stating that the position will be $he same under 
this new Bill as obtains a t  present. At  present, a 
school teacher who gets married may be asked to 
retire or she may remain in  the teaching service. Cir- 
cumstances differ in certain cases. The position will 
remain as i t  is but if female officers marry and retire 
they will be eligible for gratuities. Other changes are : 
( 9 )  provision for pensions to dependents when an 
officer is killed on duty,-(9) the definition 02 
" qualifying serrice, " 110) cil cumstances in whicl 
serrice in a non-pensionable office may be taken into 
account; (11) circumstances in which acting ser- 
vice may be taken into account are set out in the Bill, 
and (12) provision for gratuities for officers who have 
served in  non-pensionable offices. 

This Bill, as honourable members will see, is 
based on a model Bill supplied by the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies. Some of us may feel, as I 
have left for a long time. that it is not necessary in a 
healthy place like* Barbados to reduce the compulsory 
retiring age from 65 to 60 but we cannot in one 
breath speak of federating the British West Indian 
Colonies and in the same breath 5a;v that Barbados 
shonld be unique alld remain outside the scheduled 
colonies. This Bill will pu t  us in line with other cola- 
nies j11 which there is ser~ice  under the Crown, as fa r  
as pensiong are concerned. and I may also add that i t  
has met with the approval of the local Civil Service 
Association. I believe I am right in  saying that it 
has been before the public sufficiently long for many 
persons to have formed an opinion as to the advisa- 
bility of amending our Pension Act, so as to bring 
i t  into line with Pension Acts in other parts of the 
Colonial Service. I shall have to ask leave later on, 
Mr. Speaker, to make an  amendment to the Bill. 
After it was printed and agreed to, it appeared to the 
Government that more attention should be given to 
the question of option; that the regulation as it 
appears in  the printed Bill should be altered and in- 
stead of an  officer having to exercise his option a 
good long time before he retires, he should be allowed 
to ~xercise it almost on the date of his retirement. 
shall, therefore, at  the appropriate time ask leave 
to delete sub-paragraphs (2)  and ( 3 )  of regulation 
25 which relates to the option of having a gratuity 
and reduced pension in  order to substitute lherefor 
the following :- I 

" (2) The option referred to in paragraph '(l) of this 
Regulation shall be exercisable not later than the 
day immediately preceding the date of such officer's 
retirement. Provided that if the officer does not 
exercise the option prior to the day preceding the date 
sf hiS retirement, the Gor~rnnr  mav. if i t  appears to 
him in all the circumstances equitable so to do, allow 
him to exercise the option a t  any time between that 

date and the actual date of award of pension under 
the Act. 

" (3)  If an  officer has exercised the; option his de- 
cision shall be irrevocable so far  a s  concerns any 
pensions granted to him under the Act. 

" (4) If an officer who has not exercised the op- 
tion dies after he has finally retired but before a pen- 
sion has been awarded under the Act i t  shall be law- 
ful  for the Executive Committee to grant a gratuity 
and a reduced pension as provided in paragraph (l), 
as if the officer before his death had exercised the 
option." 

Honourable members will appreciate how much 
fairer that is than to tie an officer down to the 
exercising of the option a long time before his 
retirement. At the time when he exercised the op- 
tion to take a pension he might be hale, strong and 
vigorous but when he is about to retire he may be 
almost on the point of death and prefers a gratuity 
and ~educed  pension which may be a means of help 
to him rather than be bound to accept a pension 
which he agAeed to accept 30 or 40 years before. He 
will now have the opportunity of exercising the 
option up to the day before he retires and even if he 
forgets to do that, the Governor may allow him to 
receive i t  a t  any time between that date and the 
actual date of the award of the pension under the 
Act but as soon as he exercises his option he cannot 
change his mind. Mr. Speaker, I do not think there 
is really any necessity for me to say more and I 
beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Dr. CUMMINS enters the House and takes his 
seat. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second the motion 
for the second reading of this Bill. 

Mr. GALE : There is only one question I 
would like to ask and i t  is in connection with the 
age for retiremelit. I notice that the Objects and 
Reasons state that it is proposed that the age for com- 
pulsory reti~ement shall be altered from 70 years i,i 
the case of clergymen to 60 years. Is that correct? 
I t  would appear that clergymen are to be put  on 
the same basis as Civil Servants, as f a r  as  the age 
ohretirement is concerned, but I really do not see 
the wisdom in doing that. As f a r  as the clergymen 
are concerned there will be no inter-scheduling bc- 
muse there are no o t h e ~  clergymen in any part of the 
British Empire who are in the service of the Crown; 
therefore, I do not see the necessity of bringing 
them under the same obligations as other officers in 
the Service. The present arrangement fa r  as  thz 
clergymen are concerned h a  been working satis- 
factorily since 1925 and I think the ages for their 
retirement should remain as they are to-day, that is. 
compulsory a t  7.0 and optional at 65, or we fix 
them a t  65 compulsory and 60 optional. As I said, 
there can be no question of their pensions being; 
affected in any way by transfer from one colony to 
another because Barbados is the only part  of the Em- 
pire in which there is a State paid Church. when, 
therefore, we go into Committee on the Bill I shall 
move an amendment which will have the effect of 
giving clergymen a difference of five years in  the 
ages of retirement. 

&fr. TALMA: I should like to say that  I think 
'this ;Bill is long overdue, epecially having regard 
\to the faet that  Barbados is in the tropical zone. 
If the framers of the Act of 1925 had borne that 
p i n t  in mind, they would have realized txat in Afri- 
ca, the Strait Settlements. and other places which are 
i n  the TropicaI Zone, the retiring *age for 0ffiCerf3 
who work in the Service of the Crown is 55 and has 



been such for  a number of years. But, Sir, it 
still very encouraging to see that a gross error which 
h a  been made by former Governments of this islanc 
is being corrected today.  One can hardly expect 
p a b e r s  of the Civil Service, with the low salaries 
which they receive, to continue to serve the Govern 
rnent practically from their cradles to the grave be- 
aause when a n  aflice~ reachea the age of 65, t h e  % 
tbe t h e  when he is looking to die and not to be 
able t o  live to enjoy a pesion.  The k i n g  of the 
retiring age a t  65 years has been the means where- 
by the local Government was given the opportunity 
of paying very little attention to the people whc 
work for i t  because after a man has been working 
from the age of 20 to the age of 65, he has no e n e r g  
left to be able to enjoy a pension. People who comt 
here on retirement f r m  service in places where they 
received better living wages are able to enjoy t h e i ~  
pensions because they retire a t  a comparatively ear- 
ly age; EO that if anyone in this Chamber raises a 
dissenting voice against this Bill, he is just moving 
backward and not forward. As far  as the clergymen 
are crsncerned, they will soon fall under the aegis of 
the Rishop when the Church is separated from tllt 
State and i t  m7ill be a means, I hope, of preventing 
clergymen from going to the Treasury cap in hand 
every month without having attended a t  the bed- 
s i d e  of the poor, the needy, and the sick in their 
respective districts; the Clergy will be able to take 
care of themselves. We do not hope to include them 
in this Act and I shall have an opportunity to speak 
a t  length on that later on. Clergymen must be paid 
but not from the Treasury. Let the Bishop pay the 
ones who deserve payment- 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member can 
leave that point now and continue to deal with it 
when the H o u e  is in Committee the Bill. 

Mr. TALMA: As regards the female officers 
who marry while they are in the Service I thoroughly 
agree with the explanation given by the honourable 
Leader of ~ l w  House. There may be some little conten- 
tion over that point but I feel that a great deal of 
hardship would be done if any interpretation is placed 
on that aspect of the Bill other thaq. the explanatioo 
which the honourable Leader of the House gives@ls 
because there are cases in which a female officer 
although she may be married yet is the breadwinnor 
so to speak. There are most women who are capable 
of holding good posts in the Service as teachers but 
who have ~ r t n e r s  that are incompetent (Laughter). 
Mr. Speaker, I beg to apologize to you. It would 
seem as if my statement arouses a great deal of 
laughter. What I actually said is that most womeu 
who are capable enough to be teachers a t  schools or 
officers in the Government Service sometimes marry 
partners who are not impotent (more Laughter) but 
incompetent ; so I can well appreciate the Explanatioll 
given by the honourable Leader of the House that s 
certain amount of discretion will be exercised in cer- 
tain cases,-cases which on the face of i t  would be 
regarded as deserving and cases to which full co- 
operation on the part of the Go%ernment should be 
extended. 

MR. SPEAKER: I would point out to honour- 
dble members that these reasons which are stated in 
%he "Objects and Reasons7' are reasons for the Das+ 

there was any member of this Chamber who would 
have the temerity to oppose this Bill but I would like 
to say that I cannot for the life of me see how we, in 
this island with its redundant population and over- 
run with poverty, can attempt to reduce the age for  
retirement from the Government Service. I a m  
thoroughly in -cement with this Bill. I do not 
agree with it a t  all. I feel that if this Bill becomes 
law, soon and very soon we are going to have such 
a tremendous list of pensioners that we are going 
to find i t  difficult to cope with them. I say that with 
a full sense of my responsibility and after giving 
the proposal much thought. I think that if you are  
going to retire Government officers at 55 you should 
retire eveiybody a t  55 and put  the pensions of agri- 
cultural labourers and old pensioners on the same 
basis; that is my feeling in the matter. If there ;s 
any body of persons which should be allowed to serve 
up to the age a t  which they are serving now, it is 
the Clergy because we know from experience that as. 
dergymen grow older they are more useful; they are 
looking to the other side and they are really and 
truly servants of God. You can respect what they 
say. When the Reverend goes to settle a dispute 
between husband and wife he can speak from the 
stor5house of his experience and is respected. Some 
people are talking about the clergymen ceasing to 
draw their salaries from the Treasury as the result 
of a separation of the Church from the State but 
sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. I am not 
in favour of the retiring age being reduced nor am 
I in faroul. of the clergymen being retired a t  the age 
of 60. As regards the mter-scheduling, I am over- 
whelmingly pleased that the Government has seen it 
tit to make this change. I know we have lost the servico,~ 
of many a good offker because when he will havs left 
Barbados he lost his pension rights as fa r  as this 
oolony is concerned and I am very glad that that has 
been rectified; in that particular instance we have 
gone on over 100 per cent. With respect to the 
proposal that when a female officer gets married she 
,hould be required to retire I would like to say that 
gome of my closest friends are teachers and I love 
them so much as I love anybody else but  I would 
lever allow a married woman to remain in the Servic?. 
Bs soon as a female officer gets married, you should 
lot have her in your employ except in very special 
:ircumstances, that is, unless she is a breadwinner and 
~t that, you should superannuate her and give her a 
cratuity. If a female officer gets married, she is no  
onger of use to the Service; she has to think of her 
iusband and, therefore, her place should be in hcr 
iome. 

Mr. COX: There are one or two observations I 
~ u l d  like to make in connection with this Bill. This 
3ill applies to Government employees generally and 1 
 odd suggest that we send i t  to a Select Comrfiittee 
0 that i t  can bc properly thrtshed .,ut. T; have dis- 
c :-errd that persons in the Government &ri-'c, ir:bvr 

ing of the Bill so as to bring the Pension Act into line 
with the Pension Act in other colonies but that the 
speechei which are being made now- are in referen-e 
to the particular clauses of the Bill which may be 
b e t t e ~  dealt with in Committee: 

Mr. RAMSAY: The senior membel- for Christ 
Church said. h4r. Speaker, that he did not think that 

\ 

8 

C' 

to  serve ior a period of three years, on p:.ou:otion, be- 
fore they are entitled to draw a pension on the salarlos 
which they received at  the time of their retitement. 
Tll-t siaation, I undwstand, can::, into existence in 
the 30's and i t  has created a great hardship upon 
many Government employees. I know two or three 
PliCemen \ h 0  have suffered as the result of that 
provision in the Act- A policeman was once pro- 
moted from Lance Corporal Lance Sargeant; be- 
fore he could complete the three years in the latter 
rank his health 'b'roke down and he had to retire and 
he received a ~ensiol l  computed only on the salary 
which he received as a T~ance-Corporal. 1 do not think 
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that that is fair. As a matter of fact I do not see why 
an  officer who is promoted should be required 
to serve any period a t  all in  the higher 
office before he can draw a pension computed 
on the salary of the office to which he has 
been promoted because i t  is clear that as  soon as he 
is promoted he is considered to be capable of doing 
the job and his pension, as a result, should follow 
his salary immediately. I should like to see that pro- 
vision deleted from the Act and I give notice that I 
$hall move a n  amendment to that effect when this Bill 
is being considered in Committee because of the 
hardship which i t  creates on persons in the Govern- 
ment's employ who are promoted from time to time. 
A man may be promoted to an office with a salary 
of $40 per month and although his salary is increased, 
he has to work i11 the latter office for three years before 
he can receive a pension computed on the salary of 
$40 per month. I feel that that provision should be 
amended before this Bill is passed. 

Again, I am not altogether satisfied with t!ie 
nwnner in which these pansions are to be paid; 
instead of an officer receivhg 1/60 of his yearly 
salary as a pension, as is a t  present the case, he 
 ill get, if this Act is passed, i/50 of his yearly 
salary. I certainly appreciate the increase that that 
makes but what I feel is that these pensions ought 
to be computed on a sliding-scale basis. What I 
mean by that is this. An officer working for £1,000 
or £1,200 a year will get 1/50 of his salary as a 
pension; that is all right. But  you get another 
officer who works for  £150 OT E200 a year aud his 
pension will be computed on the same basis. 1 
feel that these pensions should be computed on a 
sliding scale basis so that a n  officer whose wages 
or salary is small - almost too small to keep him 
alive when he is working-will receive a greatei 
portion of his small salary or wages as a pensior 
thall the officer who receives £1,000 or $1,200 a 
year because i t  is obvious that the officer who re- 
ceives a big salary is in a position to save more 
money while he is working and is not so dependan 
on his pension when he retires a s  the officer who 
recevies a small salary would be. I would like to 
say that I am pleased with the remarks which the 
Leader of the House made in  respect of female 
officers who marry while they are in the service or 
who retire from the service to get married. Un- 
like the junior member for  St. Peter I am prepared 
to support the proposal in  respect of them 100 
per cent because I know that the system of paying 
wages in this country, perhaps #from the time of 
the abolition of slavery, is so ridiculously low and 
inadequate that i t  sometimes takes the wages of 
three or four people in a home to make up  the 
family budget; so that rather than ask a female 
officer who is willing to assist in the family budget 
to retire on gettinp married, she sht~uld be given 
every facility to remain in the Service, since 
we are so well acquainted with the meagre and low 
wapes: that have been paid in this island for all these 
pears. 

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Speaker,-There are some 
things about this Bill which. I think. are bs- 
coming and there are other things aboui i t  which 
I would scrap. I do not for one moment believe - 
whether we lime in the tropics o r  not - that we 
should continue with a Bill of this nature and re- 
tire so many people at the age of 55. A lot of people 
will take advantage of this Bill and go home a t  
the age of 55 and what I am apprehensive about is 
how will we fare from the point of jiew of the 
Treasury. How are we going to meet these pen- 

sions? We may have k a n  years in the future. We may 
not be paying attention to that particular phase of 
this Bill to-day a s d  I can foresee members a9 this 
House coming back here and making amendments 
to this Bill, because if we pass this B111 making the 
age of retirement optiopal at 55 a d  compulsory 
at 60 with some of the salaries which are now being 
paid, we can envisage how the amount of pensions 
wiU be increased. I do not begrudge anybody for  the 
pension he will be getting bu t  I am very fearful 
about the results of this BiU; it going to cost 
the country a lot of money, You will be re t i rhg  
a lot of people very early and some of these people 
who will be retired are going to live for  many 
years after. As regards married women teach- 
ing in  schools are concerned, I have a number of 
friends who are female teachers and I am sure 
that they would not like to hear what I am going 
to say now but  i t  is my honest conviction that as  
soon as a woman gets married she should go home. 
If her husband cannot support her, that is ia mat- 
ter of which she should have taken notice before 
she married him. There are a nuruber of young men and 
women who are leaving the secondary schools with 
certificates every year and who want work to do 
and if a teacher gets married she s h a d  take hen 
rightiful place in  her home and look after her hus- 
band's affairs; that  is how I feel about it. I do not 
belie* in the plurality of jobs; it amounts to that 
because the husband will be working and the wife 
will be working; both will be receiving salaries 
and will be living in  luxury while some poor un- 
fortunate child whose parents have been spending 
their last cent to educate it, will be without a job. 
We are now forcing education to the hilt and if 
we educate the children and 6nd m avenues of em- 
ployment for them, how are we going to make out?  
I believe that when these ladies get married, 
:hey should go home. 

Alr. SPEAKER:  The junior member for St. 
Peter was allowed to speak on that  point but what is 
said a t  this stage will no doubt be repeated later 
in Committee. 

Mr. GARNER: As I said before, there are 
SO& things about this Bill which are commendable 
and there are other things about it that should 
be scrapped. I do not think that i t  meetg with niy 
entire approval and I only wish I could pemuade 
the House to delete those things which, I think, are 
going to be objectionable in the future (Cheers). 

The questioiu that this Bill be now read a sec- 
ond time is put  and resolved in  the affirmative 
without division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by ,Mr. 
RAMSAY, Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the Home 
goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr.R.lnma~ being 
in the Chair. 

Clauses 1 to 5 inclusive are  read and argeed to. 
Clause 6. No pension, gratuity or  other allow- 

ance shall be granted under this Act to any officer 
expect on his retirement from the Public Service in 
one of the following cases :- 

(l) on or after attaining the age of fifty-Eve 
.yesrs or, in  special cases with the approval of the 
$3ecretary of State, fifty years; 

(2)  in the case of transfer to other publi: ser- 
vice, in c i r c u m s ~ c e s  in which he is permitted by 
the law o r  regulations of the service in  which he is lmt 
employed to retire on pension or  gratuity; 

(3) on the abolition of his otilce; 
(4) on the re-organisation of his office for any 

porpose ; 



(5) on medical evidence to the satisfaction of 
the Governor or Secretary of State that he is incap- 
dble by reason of any infirmity of mind or body of 
discharging the duties of his offiee and that sud 
infirmity is likely to be permanent; 

( 6 )  on becoming unfit, in the opinion of the 
Governor o r  the Secretary of State, for  t& discharge 
of the duties of his office, though not suf€ering from 
any ~e r t i cu l a r  illness or  infirmity likely to be p&- 
manent, if such unfitness is not attributable to his 
own misconduct or gross negligence, and if the 
Goveruor considers that the special circumstances of 
the case justify the grant to him of a pension or a 
gratuity, as the case may be; 

(7) in the case of removal on the ground of 
inefficiency as provided i n  this Act ; 

(8;) on retirement in circumstances, not men- 
':oned in the peceding pa rag rqhs  of \this 
section rendering him eligible for a pension 
under the Pensions (Governors of Dominions, 
&C.,) Acts, 1911 to 1936, of the Gnited Kingdom 
or any Act amending or  replacing those Acts: 
Provided that a gratuity may be granted to a 

female officer, in accordance with the provisions of 
this Act, who retires for the reason that she has 
married or is about to marry, notwlth%tanding that 
she is not otherwise eligible under this section for the 
grant of any pension, gratuity or other allowance. 

Xr.  ADAMS: I beg to move that that be 
Clause 6 of the Bill. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Xr. GALE: I should like here to lilsert my 

amendment with respect to the retiring age for 
clergymen. I beg to move that the S o l l o ~ i a ~  words 
be added to sub-Clause (1) of this Clause :-" and in 
the case of Clergymen sixty years." 

Xr. WILKINSON: I beg to second that. The 
principle of this Bill is to reduce the retiring age 
by five years and, to me, the fixing of the retiring age 
a t  55 is going a little bit  too bar. I know that I agreed 
to the principle when I was a member of the Execu- 
tive Conmittee some years ago but as the junior 
member for St. Philip has mentioned there is the 
question of the cost to be considered. I remember 
that when this Bill was first considered by the ~ x e b  
tive Committee the cost was roughly figured and it 
was rather alarming. I do not know if the senior 
member for St. Joseph is acquainted with the esti- 
mate but anyhow the principle has been agreed upon. 
As regards the clergymek, we should continue that 
difference of five years between their ages of 
retirement and those of other Civil Servants and, 
therefore, I second the motion of the honourable 
mnior member for  Michael. 

Mr. ADAMS: I do not know that I can-I 
d o  not know that even the Government can without 
reference to the Secretary of State for  the Colonics- 
agree to the proposal of the two honourable members 
~vho have just spoken. I would like to point out that 
this Act is not compulsory. Clergymen can elect 
to remain as thep are, that is, until they are 70 
years old. Nobody needs come under this Act unless 
he -,-?ants to do so; so I do not see any difference in 
the case of clergymen. There is a proviso whereby 
any officer can say "I am remaining under the old 
Act or coming nnder the now cm.' '  Every alteration 
o r  amendment 01- suggestion hay to be approved by thz 
Stcretary of State for the Coloni_e.s and I do not 
think that the Government can accept this proposal 
n-ithout prior reference of i t  to him. 

Mr. SMIITE enters the H o w  and takes his seat. 
Mr. GATjE : 1 beg to move the postponement of 

this Clause and I hope tha t  the senior membe~  for 
St. Joseph will a ree to that. 

Nr.  WILKIN%ON. I !beg to seond that. 
Mr. A'DAMS : There is another consideration 

that has only just occurred to me. The junior mem- 
ber for St. Michael has to be sure that hie proposal 
will not result in  adding a charge on the Treasury: If 
we allow the clergymen to remain a t  70, i t  means 
that you are adding a charge on the Treasury; we will 
mtomatically have to lower the rate paid to elergy- 
men and the amendment will be out of order. 

The CHAIRNAN: I thought so too but I was 
L~aiting before I ruled on the point. There ougkt 
to be, however, some way of getting out of the diffi. 
culty. 

The question that the further consideration of 
Clause 6 be postponed is put  and resolved in the 
affirmative, the division being as follows:- 

Ayes : DR. WILSON, Messrs. B'RANCKER, SMITIT, 
F'. L. WALCOTT, FOSTER, DE CUMMINS, Messrs. 
SPRINGER, BLACKMAN, GARNER, MOTTLBY, HAYNES, 
GALE, S. A. WALCOTT, W~LKINSON, WARD, and MR. 
SPEAKER-16. 

Noes: Messrs. Cox, MAPP, ADAMS, and TA.I,MA- - 
4. 

Clause 7 is read and agreed to. 
Clause 8. I t  shall be lawful for the Governor to 

require an officer to retire from the service of this 
Island- 

(1) a t  any time after he attains the age of 
fifty-five years, or 

(2) in special cases, with the approval of the 
Secretary of State a t  any time after he attains the 
age of fifty years or 

( 3 )  in the case of a female officer, on marriage; 
m d  retirement shall be compulsory for every officer 
on attaining the age of sixty years. 

Nr. ADAMS: I beg to move that that be Clause 
8 of the Bill. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. GALE: I think i t  will be necessary to post- 

pone this Clause as well because it bears some relation 
to the point which was raised in connection with 
Clause 6. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to accept that. 
Clause 9.-(1) Except in cases provided for by 

subsection ( 2 )  of this section, a pension granted to 
an  officer under this Act shall not exceed two-thirds 
of the highest pansionable emoluments drawn by him 
at any time in  the course of his rervice i n  this Island. 

(2) An Officer who shall have been granted 
a pension in respect of other public service shall not 
at any time draw from the f u n k  of this Island an  
amount of pension which, when added to the amount 
of any petnsion or pensions drawn in respect of 
other public .;errice, exceeds two-thirds of the high- 
est pensionable emolu~lients drawn by him a t  any 
time i n  the course of his public service: 

Provided that where an officer receives in re- 
spect of some period of public service both a gratuity 
and a pension, the amount of such pension shall be 
deemed for the purpose of this subsection to be 
four-thirds of its actual amount. 

( 3 )  Where the limitation prescribed by the 
preceding subsection operates the amount of the 
pension to be drawn from the funds of this Idand 
shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
State, in order that i t  may be determined with due 
regard to the amount of any pension or pensions t3  
be drawn in respect of other public services. 

(4) For  the purposes of the preceding sub- 
sections an additional pension granted in respect or' 
injury shall not be taken into account; but where 



the officer is granted such an additional pension un- 
der this Act, the amount thereof together with the 
remainder of his pension or pensions shall not exceed 
five-sixths of his highest pensionable emoluments at 
my time in the course of his public service. 
* M r .  ADAMS : I beg to move that that be Clause 
9 of the Bill. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Wr. WARD draws attention to the expression 

"four-thirds" in the penultimate line of the proviso 
of sub-clause (2) 

The CHAIRMAN: I t  is right; i t  means one and 
one-third. 

The question that this be Clause 9 of the Bill 
is put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

Clauses 10 to 13 inclusive are read and a re  
agreed to. 3 

Clause 14.-(1) I f  any person to whom n 
pensi~n or other allowance has been granted under 
this Act is sentenced to a term of imprisonment with 
hard labour exceeding twelve months by any compe- 
tent Court for any offence, such pension or allowance 
shall, if the Secretary of State, or if such person is 
resident in this Island, the Governor, so directs, 
cease as from such date as  the Secretary of State or 
the Governor, as the case may be, determines. 

(2) If any person is sentenced as aforesaid 
after retirement in circumstances in which he is 
eligible for pension or allowance under this Act but  
before the pension or allowance is granted, then the 
provisions of the foregoing paragraph shall apply 
as respects any pension or allowance which may be 
granted to him. 

(3)  Where a pension or allowance ceases 
by reason of this section i t  shall be lawful for the 
Secretary of State or the Governor, as the case may 
be, to direct all or  any part of the moneys to which 
such person would have been entitled by way of 
pension or allowance had he not been sentenced as 
doresaid to be paid or applied, in the same manner 
in all respects as  prescribed in the preceding section, 
and such moneys shall be paid or applied accordingly. 

(4) If  such person after conviction a t  any 
time receives a free pardon, the pension or allow- 
ance shall be payable with retrospective effect: but  
in determining whether arrears of such pension or 
anowance are payable to such person and in comput- 
ing the amount thereof, account shall 'be taken of all 
moneys paid or applied under the ~ r e c e d i n ~  sub- 
section. 

Mr. A'DAMS : I beg to move that that  lie Clawe - 
14 of the Bill. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BRANCKER: I am not very enthusiastic 

over this clause. After all, the pension one receivcn 
is for the services which one has rendered. Suppose 
it happens that after one has well earned one's pension 
one drives a motor car too fast and somebody 
is killed ; and suppose one happens to be one of the 113 
lucky ones and is convicted for manslaughter which 
is not an offence which we regard as heinous from 
the standpoint of the state of mind of the person 
eommitting the offence, then according to this clause 
one's pension shall, if the Secretary of State, or if 
one is resident in this island, the Governor, so di- 
rects, cease as from such date as the Secretary of State 
or the Governor, as the case may be, determines. I 
am not satisfied that that is in order because the per- 
son will have done the w?rk in respect of which he 
earned that pension. That pension occured d u h g  
the time be was working and if after he has reach- 

ed the age of 60 he is deprived of something he 
&is alreaay earned I think that is very hard. I 
rneution i~lanslaughter but there may be many other 
cases in which one who has earned one's pension 
may have the misfortune of bemg convicted and 
may, while serving a term of imprisonment, have 
a wife and children dependent on one. Before I 
can support this clause I would like to know what 
reasons can be urged in support of its retention 
in this Bill. 

Mr. SPRINGER, : Mr. Chairman,-I thought 
I would have heard somebody speak on Clause 13 
in  the straill in which the honourable member who 
just sat down spoke. The honourable member has 
made himself a comer for criminals for  many years 
now, I notice that you can always ring a bell 
with him in  defence of the criminal class. I 
should have thought i t  is much harder with a man 
who becomes insolvent and cannot pay his debts 
through no fault of his own but not a mn who 
commlk crime to such a degree that he becomes 
a public menace and has to be put  out of the way 
of the public. The exact same conditions apply 
to him as to a bankrupt and not a word is said 
about its being hard on the bankrupt who is put 
in Glendairy Prison for some months. Sub Clause 
3 of this Clause says:- ''Where a pension or  al- 
lowance ceases by reason of this section it shall, 
be lawful for the Secretary of State or the Gov- 
ernor, as the case may be, to direct all or m y  
part of the moneys to whlch such person would 
have been entitled by way of pension o r  allowmce 
had he not been sentenced as aforesaid to be paid 
w applied, in the same manner in all respects as 
prescribed in the preceding section, and such 
moneys shall be paid or applied accordingly." 
In other words whether i t  is in  respect of his 
wife or his family or his debts, exactly the s m e  
provision is made. What is more definite is that 
the pension can be computed and the remainder 
::hen to the pensioner. Where is the hardship! 
Why pick out the case of manslaughter? What 
bbout the other cases? This is a discrebionary 
power which is gi*n to the Governor and one has 
o assume that i t  will be exercised reasonably. I 
thi& it would be wrong to place the money under 
he control of a pensioner while he ,is in Glen- 
iairy and his family is suffering outside; he has 
to be put  away in Glendairy because he is a public 
nuisance but he is entitled to  his pension and it 
wi l l  be perfectly satisfactory to the junior member 
For St. Lucy to let him have it all and completely 
ieglect his family outside. I cannot see any 
trgument in that at  all. 

The question that Clause 14 stand part of thr  
Bill is put and resolved in the aarmative without 
division. 

Clause8 15 and 16 are read and are agreed to. 
Clause 17. (1) Where an oBcer dies as a result 

of injuries received- 
(a) in the actual discharge of his duty, and 
(b) without his own default, and 
(c) on account of circumstances specifically 

~t tr ibuted to the nature of hiis duty, while in the 
service of this Island, i t  shall be lawful for the 
Governor to grant, in addition to the grant, if any, 
made to his legal personal representative ,under 
section sixteen of this Act- , l e  7 r  

(i) if the deceased officerc;lea.ves a widow, 
a penisio~l to her, while unmarried and of mod 
character, a t  a rate not exceeding tensixtieths 
cf his annual pensiona6le emohments a t  the 
date of the injury OF twenty pounds a year, 
whichever is the greater; 



(ii) if the deceased officer leaves a widow 
to whom. a pension is granted under the pre- 
ceding paragraph and a child or  children, a 
,pension in respect of aach child, until such 
child attains the age of eighteen years, of an 
amount not exceeding one-eighth of the pension 
prescribed under the preceding paragraph ; 

(iii) if the deceased o f i e r  leaves a child 01 
children, but does not have a widow or no 
pension is granted t a  the widow. a pension in 
respect of each child, until such child attains 
the age of eighteen years, of double the amount 
prescribed by the preceding paragraph; 

(iv) if the deceased officer leaves a child 
or children and a widow to whom a penslon 
is granted under paragraph (i) of this sub- 
section, and the widow subsequently dies, a 
pension in respect of each child as  from the 
date of the death of the widow until such child 
attains the age of eighteen years, of double the 
amount prescribed in  paragraph (ii) of this 
subsection. 
(v) if the deceased officer does not leave 
a widow, or if no pension is granted to his 
widow, and if his mother was wholly or mainly 
dependent on him for her support, a pension 
to the mother, while of good character m d  
without adequate means of support, of an 
amount not exceeding the pension which might 
have been granted to his widow: 

Provided that- 
(A) pension shall not be payable under 

this subsection a t  any time in respect of more 
than six children; and 

(B)  in the case of a pension granted under 
paragraph (v)  of this subsection, if the mother 
is a widow a t  the time of the grant of the pzn- 
sion and subsequently remarries such pension 
shall cease as from the date of re-marriage; and 
if i t  appears to the Secretary of State a t  any 
time that the mother is adequately provided 
with other means of support, such pension shall 
cease as  from such date as the Secretary of 
State may determine ; 

( c )  a pension granted to a female child 
under this section shall cease upon the marriwe 
of such child under the age of eighteen years. 

(2) I n  the case of an officer not holding a 
pensionable office, the expression "pensionable emo- 
luments" in  the preceding subsection shall mean the 
emoluments enjoyed by him which would have been 
pensicinable emoluments if the office held by him 

had been a pensionable office 
(3 )  for the purpose of this section the 

word 'child' shall include 
(a) a posthumous child; 
( h )  n step-child or :]legitimate chilc 

born before the date of the injury and 
wholly or mainly dependent upon the 
deceased nfficer for support, and 

( c )  an  adopted child, adopted i n  a 
manner recognised by law, before the date 
of the injury, a d  dependent as aforesaid. 

(4) This section shall not apply in  the case of 
the death of any officer if his ~lep~nc!~tii!s as defined 
in the W ~ r k m e n ' ~  Compensation Act, 1943, or an) 
Act amending o r  replacing tfiat Act are entitled ta 
compensation uiuder that Act. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg t~ move that that be 
Clause 17 of the Bill. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. WARD: I should like to draw the atten- 

tion bf the senior member for  St. Joseph to the 
wording of sub-paragraph (iii) cif sub-clause (i) 

which says :- "if the deceased officer leaves s child 
or  childern, but does not have a widow or no pen- 
eion is granted to the widow ............" It appears 
to me that  the word "have" is a n  error. 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to amend sub-pzra- 
graph (iii) by deleting the word "haw" occurjag 
in line 2 and substituting thecrfor the word 
' 'leave ". 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber is grgnted leave to amend the sub-paragraph. 

The question that Clausc l?, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill is put  and resolved in the arms- 
tive withodt division. 

Clauses 18 to 21 inclusive are read and are 
agreed to. 

A t  this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SpE~sra resumes the 
Chair and adjourns the House until 2.45 p.m. in 
accordance with Rule 40 (a) ,  

REPLIES LAID. 

On re-assembling, 
Nr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to lay 

on the Table of the House the replies to questions No. 
44, standing in the name of the honourable junior 
mem'ber for St. Lucy. 

SUSPENSION O F  RULE 61(A) 

Mr. ADAW: I ask leave to move for the 
suspension of R.ule 61 ( a )  in order to resume Gov- 
ernment Business. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
was granted leave to make the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (a) 
be now suspended in order to resume Government 
Business. 

Mr. BLACKMAN seconded the motion hhich was 
agreed to. 

SELECTION O F  DELEGATES TO REPRBSENT 
BARBADOS AT JAMAICA CONFERENCE 

Mr. ADAMS: Before we resume Government 
Business, I suggest that this is the proper stage a t  
which we might select the two delegates from this 
House to represent Barbados a t  the Conference which 
will take place a t  Jamaica in September on the sub- 
ject of the closer association of the British West 
Indian Islands, in accordallce with the notice which 
I gave this morning. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I ask leave to move for the 
appointment of two delegates to represent Barbados 
at the forthcoming Confeience which will be held a t  
Montego Bay, Jamaica, in September on the subject 
of the cloQr association between the British West 
Indian Islands. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave to make the motion. 

MP. SPR,INGER I 'beg to move that the honour- 
able senior member for St. Joseph and the honourable 
senior member for St. Philip be chosen as the two 
delegates to represent this island a t  the Montego Bay 
Conference. 

Mr. TALJIA: I beg to second that. I think 
that this Chamber will be very well represented by  
these delegates especially on tEe federation issue. 

The question t b t  the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph and the honourable senior member for  
St. Philip be chosen as the two delegates to repre- 
sent this colony a t  the forthcoming Conference was 
put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 
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. Mr. ADAMS: I wish to thank the House most 
sincerely for the honour which they have done me 
in selecting me as one of their delegates to this 
Conference. I shall endeavour to the utmost of my 
ability to remember that thia House will be the 
oldest ,Assembly represented a t  this Conference, and 
that it has a tradition of setting an example in pro- 
gress in Government to the rest of the West Indian 
Colonies. I hope that I will not fail in upholding 
that tradition a t  the forthcoming Conference. 
(Cheers). 

Mr. GARNER: On behalf of my colleague who 
is absent from the House, I should like to say that  
I know that he would be just as grateful as the 
honourable senior member for St.  Joseph in having 
been chosen as one of the delegates from this House 
to this Conference. I am sure that this spiiit whic?~ 
motivates us to-day will be a stepping-stone to greater 
things. I hope that  as  they go to work on the ques- 
tion of federation everything will work in harmony. 
(Cheers). 

THE PENSION BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER : When Government Business 
was last being considei.ed, the House was in Com- 
mittee on the Bill to amend and consolidate the law 
of this island re'ating to pensions of public officers. 

' Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House re- 
mmed Committee on the Bill, Mr. RAMSAY being in 
the Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: MThen the House was in 
Committee on this Bill we had passed Clause 21, we 
deal now with the Regulations. 

Regulations 1 to 13 inclusive were read and 
passed. 

Regulation 14 was read as follows:- 
14.-(1) Subject to the provisions of these 

Regulations, qualifying se vice shall be the inclusivc 
period between the date on which an officer begins t~ 
draw sa'ary in respect of public service and the date 
of his leaving the service, without deduction oi 
any period during which he has been absent on leave 

Provided always that when the Bishop or any 
~ector ,  vicar or curate of the Anglican Church has 
left the service of this Island to go elsewhere in the 
se-vice of the Church in any part  of the Britisl: 
dominions, but  not in the service of the Crown, he 
shall be deemed, if he shall not have attained the agc 
~f fifty-five years when he leaves the service of this 
Island, to be in the public service in the place tc 
which he goes, and the period of his service in the 
place to which he goes shall be deemed to be qualify. 
ing service ; 

Provided further that when any teacher leaves 
the service of a school authority as defined in the 
Teachers Pension Act, 1925 or any Act amending or 
replacing the same to be employed in the service of 
this Island he shall be deemed to have been in the 
public serivice during the period of his service with 
such school authority and the period of such service 
shall be deemed to be qualifying service. 

(2) No period which is not 
(a) qualifying service by virtue of the 

foregoing paragraph or 
(b) an addition of years authorised 

under R,egulation 24 of these Regu- 
lations 

shall be taken into account as pensionable service. 
(3 )  No period during which the oficer was 

not in public service shall be iaken into account as 
qualifying service or as pensionable service. 

(4) I n  this Regulation the expression "the 
British dominions" means tne United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Dominions, 
India, Burma, the territories administered by His 
Majesty's Governments in the Dominions under Man- 
date or otherwise, the British Colonies, the British 
Protectorates and Protected States and  the Mandated 
Territories of Tanganyika, the Cameroons under Brit- 
ish Mandate and Togoland under British Mandate. 

Mr. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that Regulation 
14 stand part of these Kegu ations. If on the re- 
consideration of the two Clauses which have bee9 . 
postponed the age in respect of clergymen is changed 
we can re-commit this Regulation and add the 
words "or in the case of clergymen sixty or sixty-five 
years as the case may be." 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
The question that Regulation 14 stand pa l t  of 

tilehe Regulatioii~ m t l s  put and resolved in the affirm,%- 
tive without division. 

Kegulation 14 was passed. 
Regulations 15 to 17 inclusive were read and 

passed. 
Regulation 18 was read as follows:- 
18.-(1) For the purpose of computing the 

amount of an officer's pension or gratuity- 
(a) in the case of an  officer who has held the 

,ame office for a period of three years immediately 
preceding the date of his retirement, the full a n ~ u a l  
pensionable emoluments enjoyed by him a t  that date 
in respect of that office shall 'be taken; 

( b )  in the case of an officer who a t  any time 
during such period of three years has been trans- 
ferred from one office to another, b u t  whose pen- 
aionab'e emoluments have not been changed by rea- 
son of such transfer or transfers, the full annual 
pensionable emoluments enjoyed by hlm at  the date of 
his retirement in lespect of the office then held by 
him shall be taken, 

( c )  in other cases one third of the aggregate 
pensionable emoluments enjoyed by the officer in 
respect of his service during the three years of his 
service immediately preceding the date of his retiro- 
ment shall be taken : 

Provided that- 
(i) if such one third is less t han  the highest 

0 annual pensionable emoluments enjoyed by  him 
at  the date of any transfer within such period 
of three years those pensionable emo'uments 
shall be taken, and 

(ii) if such one third is less than the annual 
pensionable emoluments which would have been 
enjoyed 'by him a t  the date of his retirement, d 
he had continued to hold any ~ E c e  from which 
he has been transferred a t  any time during such 
period of three years, and had received all iu- 
crements which, in the opinion of the Governor, 
would have been granted to him, the annual pen- 
sionable emoluments which would have been so 
enjoyed shall be taken. 

(5) for  the purpose of calculating pen- 
sionable emoluments under this paragraph, the 
officer shall be deemed to have been on duty on 
full pensionable emoluments throughout the said 
three years. 

(2) The estimated value of free quarters ill 
respect of service in  this Island shall be such as shall 
be -fixed by the Governor, bu t  shall not exceed one- 
gixth of the actual salary of the office. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Regulation t8 
stand part of these Regulations. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. COX: Before the question is put, I shoyld 

like to say that this is the point which I raised whe,~ 
this Bill was before the House on a previous 
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occasion. This Regulation deals with the perioc 
which a n  officer must serve before he car 
receive his pension on the last promotion. Sub 
paragraph (a) of this Regulation says this: "11 
the case of an oacer who has held the samc 
office for a period of three years immediatelJ 
preeedxg the date of his retirement, the full m u a  
pensinna'ble emoluments enjoyed by him a t  that datt 
in rc2pect of that office shall be taken." 

I n  this case, if an  officer reaches his maximun 
and he remains in office for three years after reach 
ing that maximum, and his salary is increased, he au  
tomatically draws his pension even if he retires a da) 
afterwards, on the last increase, where% in  the 
case of other officers they have to serve for three 
years in office with the increase in pay before they 
can draw their pensions qn the last emoluments 
For  that reason, I feel that i t  is reasonable that 
we should postpone the consideraticn of this Re. 
gulation in order that there might be uniformity 
in each case. I beg to move that consideration oi 
Chi  Regulation be postponed. 

Mr. MAPP seconded the motion which wa? 
agreed to. 

Regulation 18 was postponed. 
Eegulations 19 to 24 inclusive mere read and 

passed. 
Ikgulation 25 was read as follows:- 
25 (1) Any officer to whom a pension is 

granted under the Act may, a t  his option exercisa- 
ble as in, this Regulation provided, be paid in 
lieu of such pension a pension a t  the rate of three 
fourths of such  ensi ion together with a gratuity 
equal to ten times the amount of the reduction scl 

made in the pension. 
Provided that in the application of this Regu- 

lation to cases where the limitation prescribed by 
subsection (2) of section nine of the Act operates, 
the words "such peinsion" shall mean the amount 
of pension which the oficer might have drawn 
from the funds of this Island if he had not exercised 
his option under this Regulation. 

(2) The option referred to in paragraph 
(1) of this Regulation shall be exercisable- 

(a )  in the case of an f i c e r  to whom, if 
I retired in the circumstances descriked in P&- 

graph ( 5 )  of section six of the Act, a pansion 
might be awarded by  reason only of the taking 
into account, under Regulation 19, of service 
otherwise than in a pensionable office, not later 

. . than six months from the date when he received 
notice of the approval of the Governor for taking 
such service into account; 

( b )  in the c w  of an officer who is trans- 
ferred to the service of this Island from other 

public services, not later than six months after 
the earliest date on which, if retired in  the 
circumstances aforesaid, he might be ayarded 
a pension under the Act; 

( c )  in the case of any other officer, not 
later than one month after the earliest date 
on which, if retired in  the circumstances afore- 
said, he might be awarded a pension under the 

'act : 
Provided that 

( i )  an officer who has previously had 
the opportunity of exercising the option but 
has not done so, may, if he subsequently 
marries a ~ ~ d  is still in the Service of this 
Island or in any othel* public service, apply 
to the Governor not later than one month 
after the date of his marriaw for ~ermissio.1 
to exercise the option, which permission may 
he granted a t  the CTovernorYs discretion 

after examination of the officer by  a Gov- 
ernment Medical Board, and upon the grant 
of such permission the option shell be 
deemed to have been exercised; 

(ii) in special circumstances, if an 
officer has failed to exercise the optiox 
within the period specified in this Regula- 
tion, the Governor may, if it appears to  him 
equitable so to do, allow such officer to ex- 
ercise the option within some time to be 
specified ; 

( S )  except as provided in proviso (i) 
to this paragraph ,the date of the exercise 
of the option shall be deemed to be the 
date of the receipt of his mi t t en  notsea- 
tion addressed e'ither t o  the Colonial Secre- 
tary in this Island or to the Crown Agents 
for  the Colonies; and 

(iv) where an officer was before the 
date of the commencement of tne Act, en- 
titled to exercise a n  option under seetioii 
twelve of the Pension Act, 1925, then if the 
time for exercising that option has expired 
before that date, he shall not be entitled 
to  exercise an option under this Regulation 
except in accordance with the provisions of 
paragraph (i) or paragraph (ii) of this 
proviso; and if he shall, before that date, 
have elected under the said section to re- 
ceive a gratuity and reduced pension, this 
Regulation shall apply in his case as If 
he had exercised his option thereunder 

(v) where 
(a)  a teacher has left the service of d 

school authority as defined in the 
Teacher's Pension Act, 1925 or any 
Aet amending -the same to be em- 
ployed in the service of this Island 
or  

( b )  a member of the Police Force or a 
member of the Fire Brigade has 
left the Police Force or  the Fire 
Brigade, as the case may be, to be 
employed in other service of this 
Island, 

but before so leaving 'was entitled to exercise an 
ption under section ten or section twelve of the 
leachers Pension Act, 1925, or under section seventy 
our or section seventy six of the Police Act, 1908, or  
lnder section thirty eight or section forty of the 
?ire Brigade Act, 1908, as the case may be, then 
E the time for exercising that option has expired 
before that date he shall not be entitled to exercise an  
ption under this Regulation except in accordance 
rith the provisions of paragraph (i) or paragraph 
ii) of the proviso ; and if he  shall, before that  date, 
ave elected under the said section to receive a p a t u -  
;y and reduced pension, this Regulation shall app!y 
I his case as if he had exercised his option there- 
nder. 

(3) I f  any officer has exercised the option his 
ecision shall be irrevocable. 

Mr. ADAMS: As I notified the Rouse earlier, 
he Government proposes to change all this present, 
?hat I may term, rigmarole as regards the time 
t which you exercise your option, and I am 
~erefore asking for Ieare to delete paragraphs S 
nd 3 in  order to insert three new paragraphs in 
heir places. This will have the effect of preserv- 
ng paragraph 3 in  slightly different l angaue ;  i t  
rill also have the effect of giving a person the 
~ght  to exercise an  option and then secure that he 



stieks to it. The new paragraphs nil1 read as fol- 
lows :- 

" (2) the option referred to in paragraph (X! 
of this Regulation shall be exerciseable 
nut later than the day immediately prb- 
eeding the date of sueh officer's retirement. 
Provided that if the officer does not exer- 
cise the option prior to the day preceding 
the date of his retirement, the Governor 
may, if it appears to him in all circum- 
stahces equitable so to do, allow him to 
exercise the option a t  any time between 
that date and the actual date of award of 
pension under the Act. 

(3)  If a n  officer has exercised the option his 
decision shall be irrevocable so fa r  as con- 
cerns any pension to be granted to him 
under the Act. 

(4) If an officer who has not exercised the 
option dies aadter he h= finally retired but before 
a Pension has been awarded under the Act, i t  shall 
be lawful for the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
to grant a gratuity and a reduced pension as pro- 
vided in paragraph (l), as if the officer before his 
death had exercised the option." 

Under paragraph (2) if an  officer forgets to 
exercise the option prior to the day before the 
date of retirement and remembers it say, a week 
after, the Governor may nevertheless allcw him to 
exercise the option. Under paragraph (4)  if an 
officer dies after he has retired but  has forgotten 
to exercise his option, the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee may so to speak exercise it for him and 
give his widow a gratuity and a reduced penslon. 

There being no objection, leave was granted 
the honourable member. 

Mr. A D D S :  I beg to move that Regulation 
25 as amended stand part of these Regulations. 

3Ir. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
The question that Regulation 25 as ampded 

stand Tart  of these Regulations was put  and re- 
solved in the affirmative without division, 

H~~gulation 25 as amended was passed. 
Bcgulation 26 was read and passed. 
Tile t~<o Schedules were read and passed. 
Mr. ADARIS : I beg to move that the CHAIRMAN 

do now report progress and ask for leave for thz 
Committee to sit again. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to second that. 
?fr. BEANCKER: Before that  motion is put, I 

have been further considering Clause 26- 
At this point, it now being 3.30 p m .  Mr. SPEAKER 

resumed ihe Chair and stated that it was now time 
for  the consideration of Private Members' Business. 

ADIDRESS RB DISESTABLISEMENT AND 
DISENDOWMENT O F  T H E  ANGFI;ICM 

CHURCH 

I 

, 

The Rouse of Assembly 
To 

The FIrst Order of the Day under Private Mem- 
bers' 3usiness was called:-To move the passing of 
an  Addwss to His Excellency the Governor relating 
to the Disestablishment and gradual Disendowment 
uf the Anglican Church in Barbados. 

Mr. HAYNES : Mr. Speaker,-The Address 
reads as follows :- 

I 

I 

time to time the act has been amended but  there h= 
never been a proper amendment to the Act, nor can 

ment of the Anglican Church in Barbados is long 
overdue; considering the fact that this is prob&bly 
the only cdmmunity in the British Empire that h= 
a State-paid Church. 

2 .  The House respectfully asks that  His Excel- 
lency the Governor take immediate steps to send 
down Legislation to achieve this necessary cbange iu 
the running of the Anglican Church. 

Before moving the passing of this Address, I 
should like to preface my remarks by saying that 
this is not an attempt, as some people might think, 
to destroy the Anglican Church in Barbados, but 
rather to resurrect it from ihe Slough of Despond 
,$here the present system has :radually drawn it. 
This is not a crusade against religion; Barbadians as 
we know are very religious people and there is no 
reason why they should bot have their religion. Far 
from stopping the power of the Church what is pro- 
posed in this Address will increase it. Now, as to the 
explanation of disestablishment and disendowment. 
Disestablishment means the entire segregation of the 
Church from the State; that is to say that the Church 
will be free from all political control and that should 
have been the case for many years. It amazes me 
that religious denominations should have been under 
political control for so long. I t  is a wonder that the 
pyest3nt Anglican Church has not fallen into deeper 
disgust than i t  has fallen into at the present time. 
Disendowment. I shall now explain, means the entire 
cessation of the financial support of the Church by 
the State. I n  this country we pay our clergymell 
like civil servants; they go and draw their money 
from the Treasury in  the same manner as any civil 
servant with the consequent disadvantage. Gradual 
disendowment which I am submitting today is nec- 
essary, will not mean that these clergymen will be 
thrown on the streets in a day or two to look for a 
living, but there would be a gradual process. I dare- 
say the period of time would have to be arranged 
by a Committee which would have to be appointed to 
consider this matter and decide when this change 
will take place. It is amazing to think of what is 
happening now that the Church is established and 

. I n  the first place, the manpower of the 
C urch in Barbados is wasted: you will iind in cer- T O y K e d  
tain cures that owing to the f a d  that they are not 
so populous as others, some clergymen have 
nothing to do, and in order to employ themselves 
:hey teach young children. On the other hand you 
will find busy cures where one man c w o t  possibky 
do the ~xrork. That state of affairs is bound to exist 
wit11 a State-paid Church; everything like Govern- 
ment matters is cut and dried. The manpower d 
the Church is absolutely clamped down. The next 
thing is this; the Rector is supposed to have the 
chap.1~ in the palticular parish vested in him and 
the Bishop; yet after he gets a vicar appointed, he 
has no control over the duties cif that speoid incum- 
bent nor can he do anything to better the entire par- 
ish. If a parish has two chapels and a Rectory, the 
position a t  present is that the work of the parish is 
divided into three parts and the Bector has no control 
over the vicars. That is a state of affairs which you, 
Mr. Speaker, will agree is fa r  from being satisfactory. 
The next thing is the discipline of the Church; from 

His ExceZle.ncy The Gove6mor 

1. The House has the honour to draw to the 
attention of His Excellency the Governor the fact 
t ha t  the Disestabli.shment and Gradual Disendow- 

there ever be, in which the Bishop who should be 
the leader of the Church in the island, will h a v e - f a  
power to discipline his fellow brethren as he wshes 
to do. He has to abide by the Anglican Church 

his fellow brethren know that  and they take 



advantage of it. 1 come now to the next important 
. point-the support of the Church. As you know, 
Sir, the Clergymen in this island receive thei,. pay 
from the Treasury, but the Churches, Vicarages and 
the Church property generally are looked after by 
the Vestry. No dual control has ever been a success 
in this world; one person pays thg c'e~gymen and 
another looks after the buildings. No one could be- 
lieve that such a state of affairs could be successful 
i11 the long run. What is the outcome of this9 It is 
that the majority of the present incumbents take lit- 
t le or no inerest in their Rectories, Churches or Vic- 
arages. At  Vestry meetings the Chairman e s  oficio 
is the Rector of the parish; I have often wondered 
what he has to do with the running of the financial 
affairs of the parish. Whenever the Vestry is elected, 
the Eector is the Chairman, I consider that his interest 
should only be to further certain things as regards the 
clerical necessities of the Church. As long as that sys- 
tem goes on, p r o g r w  in Barbados is doomed. That 
system is one which will not allow any future de- 
velopment in the parishes a t  all for the simple reason 
that the power of the Vestry is clamped down. Certain 
amenities like community centres and things like that, 
are left to voluntary aid and neglected because of 
the system of this clerical control 'being mixed up 
with the Vestry. The next point is one which was 
made by the Lord Bishop a t  the last meeting of the 
Synod-that of the question of confederation. Mos 
of us are looking forward to the confederation of the 
West Indies and where could a more suitable start be 
made than with the Church? At  present there a r  
five American Bishops in the West Indies and eight 
Anglican Bishops. Now Sir, the American Consti- 
tution was founded and developed by people most 
of whom left Europe during the religious persecution. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not want to interrupt 
the hon. member, but  we are dealing with the dis- 
establishment and the disendowment of the Anglican 
Church in Barbados. 

Mr. HAYNES: I am merely showing how this 
dl lead up to it. The Amerimn Church will have 
nothing to do with a State-paid Church: as long 
as the Barbados diocese is State paid, the American 
Church will have nothing whatsoever to do witl, the 
confederation of the West Indian dioceses. A State- 
paid Church is contrary to the American doctrine. 
No State-paid Church can flourish on free enterprise. 
No Church in America can get a cent from the 
Government and the result is that you have most 
Bourishing Churches in America to-day. If we are 
going to have a confederation of the West Indies, I 
think that the Church should be the first to confed- 
erate and the only way to do that is to have the dis- 
establishment and disendowment of the Church car- 
ried out in the West Indies. We happen to have the 
only established and endowed Church and if we do 
not amend our ways we will be a stumbling-block to 
this progressive movement. With some ~ e o p l e  there 
is a feeling that the disestablishment and disendow- 
merit of the Church will prevent the poor people 
from having their religious rites performed free of 
cost as is the case a t  present. I want to try, and re- 
move that feeling a t  once; we all know that the 
dinestabllshed and disendowed Wesleyan. Church, MO- 
%an Church, and Roman Catholic Church are re- 
ceiving small grants from the Government. We can 
overcome the difficulty which I have just mentioned 
because we will necessarily have to give a grant to 
the Anglican Church, and apart from that we can 
always set out that the spiritual rites will be car- 
ried out 'by the clergy on condition that they are 
receiving that grant. There is nothing which can be 

said against that. There will be no compensation fox 
the present religious rites which some people feal 
that they should have. Years ago the Church was 
entilely responsible for education in Barbados, hence 
you will find that dozens of our elementary schools 
today are not only situated on Church l a d s  but  they 
are Church property. From time to time the Govern- 
ment has allawed those schools to be repaired a t  
their expense and to-day they have no power 
to do anything if the Clergy were to and they 
can give them three months' notice to leave 
these schools. That is a most anoma'ous posi- 
tion. I n  the parsih of St. Joseph there ars  
no less than five or six elementary schools and 
all of them are situated on Church property. A posi- 
tion like that is absolutely absurd; if the Government 
agree with the principle of the disestablishment and 
disendowment of the Church, it is time for them to 
say to  the Church: "Here, these schools are worth 
so much : let u s  make a fund for the Church and keep 
it for the Church". h regards other matters, there 
is much valuable property in this country controlled 
by the Bishop and the  Rectors of the various parishes. 
I n  St. Jams and in St. Michael, to mention only 
two parishes, valuable property is left in the hands 
of the Clergy. In many cases it is quite beyond the 
means of the ordinary clergymen to keep the build- 
ings in repair and they would welcome the sale of 
the premises so that a fund could be opened and they 
could get more comfortable houses which could be 
run on a more economic basis. Where the Church is 
free from the fetters of the State, all that could be 
done immediately and i t  is a known fact that an 
immense sum of money would be amassed. I 
presume that Ecclesiastical Commissione: S operate 
in places where the Church is disestablished and 
disendowed, and a nucleus would be formed for the 
appointment of our various clergymen. We come 
now to the point as to how this disestablishment 
and gradual disendowment of the Church should 
,,ake place. I am submitting that we have a most 
excellent example from the meeting of the last Angli- 
can Synod. There was a proposition made a t  the last 
meeting of that Synod in a Resolution which I will 
now read- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that the hon- 
ourable member can read i t ;  he can quote it from 
memory. 

Mr. HAYNES: The Resolution was not only 
proposed but i t  was passed. The Church are in 
agreement with the principle of disestablishment and 
disendowment and if it is the wish of the Hmse and 
if His Excellency grant the prayer of the House, 
the Church would be willing to join in the discussion 
as to how this disestablishment and disendowment 
should be brought about. Now Sir, that Resolution, 
quoting from the newspaper, received the support 
of 33 clergymen and only 9 voted against it. I do 
not see how one could say otherwise than that a n  
overwhelming majority were in  favour of this move- 
ment. Tf the Church itself is in favour of it, what 
more do we want but to give them the oppo~tunity 
of joining forces and carrying out this reform? As 
I said before, i t  is long overdue; we are practically 
the only part of the world where clergymen go to 
the Treasury for their stipends. I believe a similar 
thing takes place in the Channel Islands; i t  exists 
in a form but with certain restrictions, and in the 
Guernsey Islands the clergymen are also part of the 
Legislature of the country. There is a totally diff- 
erent set-up from our set-up here. I should like to 
mention 6nally that a few weeks ago I heard the 
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I know one of them who teaches children so as  +c  
t ry  and increase his income, and he is a very hard. 
working clergyman in the district. I have never beex 
acquainted with those who have nothing to do. Thert 
are big districts in my parish and I consider that theJ 
do Proper work. 1 repeat, I am not acquainted witl: 
these idlers or rebels. The honourable senior mem 
her for Christ Church says that they get big salaries 
but if he looks at  the Estimates he will see that theq 
are paid S275 a year and I do not know if he consid- 
ers that- 

A h .  TAL1\.IA: Some of them are living on glebe 
lands and they get rentals and so forth. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: The rectors are paid 
65350 a year and the Rector of St. Michael is paid 
S450 a year. Does the honourable senior member for 
Christ Church think that these clergymen get big 
salaries? I do not think these salaries compare rni- .~~ 
$100 a month for each of these legislators who sll 
for five hours a meeting, twenty hours a month. -1 
parson has to work night and day and I consider 
that the salary which is paid him is a reasonable one. 
He is on a par  with a lawyer or  solicitor and to whal 
solicitor would you pay a meagre salary of $27: 
lie? annum? I do not think that these parsons 
dare paid any extraordinary amount. The honourable 
senior member for  Christ Church has said that wc 
are paying £30,000 per annum to the Anglican 
C'hnrch, but t!mt is not so. They are only pai l  
512,000. I think that they are greatly underpaid. 
(Hear, hear). When the honourable senior rne~nb*~r 
for Ch~ i s t  Church says that they are petting thiq big 
amount of money, I cannot see that a t  all. Another 
point is this: if we disestablish and disendow the 
Church any man who wishes to be married will have 
to pay for that. (A MEIVIBER: He is paying now). 
You cannot live by bread alone, but you must still 
have the bread in order to live. People go to the 
Church to be married, confirmed and christened and 
I think that the poor people will be the hardest 
hit if the Church is disestablished and disenclo~~ed. 
Al., I understand the honourable senior member for 
St. Andrem he has said that the Bishop was asking 
for the disestablishment of the Church. I do not 
think that the Bishop was asking for that ;  he *,cl 
that he would be willing to t ry  his best and see what 
he could do about the matter. As regards the question 
of disendowment, that is not even mentioned. I under- 
stand that since this matter h a  been d i scu~ed ,  a 
Committee has been appointed by the Bishop to see 
what Churches would have to be closed. If any of our 
Churches have to be closed that  is going to work n 
hardship on the poor members of the communitv, 
because if a man has to walk for miles instead of 
half a mile to go to Church, he will not go a t  all. 
The Moravian, Wesleyan and R,oman Catholic 
Churches and the Salvation Army receive grants 
amounting to $1.975 and that compares favourably, 
having regard to the percentage of population, with 
what we are paying our esta'blished Church. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : When the hunourable 
senior member for St. James began to speak, he 
said that no reasons had been given for supporting 
this Address. Well, I have listened carefully to 
him to hear if he would give any reasons to show 
why i t  should be rejected but he has not given any. 
The honourable member has made a simple a ~ e m p t  
to quote the Bible; I should likc to  ~ o i n t  out 
that  he that preacheth the gospel should live by the 
gospel axd there is no question of any State-paid 
Church. 'Bt the beginning chris t iani t~ was not 
founded upon the principle of any State-paid 
Church; the principles were laid down by Christ 

himself. This idea of a State-paid Church is 
something other than what Chriat meant. When 
we speak about the Church we refer to the Angiiean 
Church, but there are other Church- besides the 
Anglican Church. I do not see why ministers of 
the Anglican Church should be paid by the Govem- 
ment; that is only a relic of the past and I can- 
pot see any justification for it. Why should tke 
Anglican ministers be paid by the Government and 
not the others? I feel that in the i n t e r ~ t  of 
the priests themselves they should real& that their 
mission is of a higher nature than that of seeing 
what any p a r t i d a r  Government has to give them. 
I would like the honourable senior member for  St. 
James to remember that the priests of the Anglicw 
Church are trained priests, and I would like to 
point out to him that when a man decides to go 
in for the ministry his position is different from 
that of a man who decides to become a barrister 
or a doctor. You can never compare the two 
positions, the position or category of a priest is 
somewhat higher. I n  the case of the barrister o r  
doctor i t  does not matter if you go to jail or  if he 
suffers you; but in the case of the priest, a man 
who has entered the ministry with his soul in it, 
i t  is a matter as to where the souls of thC people 
go eventually. I think that there would be a 
higher state of hypocrisy where you believe that 
a man is   reaching the gospel merely to see how 
much money he is going to receive. The question 
llf the enioluments should not come into the pictuiae 
a t  all, no one should argue that so much money is 
 sufficient money for the payment of a priest. There 
are other Churches where payment is not made by 
the Government and tkey are existing. As regards 
the question of marriage, you do not have to go to 
the Anglican Church and get married; a magistrate 
can marry you. It is not the idea that you must 
go to a Church to be married. I n  fairness to the 
church I should like to say that many of us can be 
grateful to the Church in one way or another for  
what i t  has done. The Church has done quite a 
lot of good in the past but that does not justify th3 
continnaace of the present state of affairs. Another 
point-is that whether the priests are paid from the 
Church or not, they cannot suffer becanse many of 
them are people who possess high academic qualifi- 
cations and they mould be able to earn a livelihood. 
It is not a question of putting them out of a job be- 
cause they are t r ahed  men. If many of them had 
to perform Church duties as required by the State 
they would find themselres in the schools a ~ l d  
be of great benefit to the community. I do 
not think that any harm can be done to these priests. 
If ministers believe that they should be paid by 
the State, I ask them quietly to read the New 
Testament and show me the passage of Scripture 
which will justify their being paid by the State an& 
not by the worshippers. That is why I said-that 
he that preacheth the gospel should live by the gos- 
pel. 

Mr. GALE: This question of the disestablish- 
aent and disendowment of the Anglican Church is 
me that needs some study. The Church in Barbados 
has a very long tradition. Barbados has remained 
m English island t.hroughout its whale history. Tbe 
Church has been formed on English tradition and .on 
English lines and it has followed its tradition very 
faithfully. If you look at  West Indian history you 
will find that the predominant religon in other cola- 
~ i e s  was that of the Roman Catholic whereas Barba- 
xido,: has retained its State-paid Church throngho& 
ts long history. This question of the disestablish- 
aent  and disendowment of the Church is one in 
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connection with which many arguments can be 
adduced on both sides. The argument has been put 
forward that if the Church were divorced from the 
State, it would be much better for the Church. I t  
is felt by many people in this community that the 
Anglican Church does not carry the weight which I t  
should carry because it is mixed up with the State 
and that the Anglican clergymen are State paid and 
therefore they do not depend upon the congregation 
for their support as in the case of other Churches. 
That is an argument which carries quite a lot of 
weight. There is no doubt that the Churches which 
are only State aided have done much in this islanl 
and they have a very large following. It is felt 
by many Anglican ministers to-day that the time 
has come when the Church should be divorced from 
the State, that i t  will be better off if i t  were not 
harnessed to the State, and as I have said, this is a 
question that needs some deep study. This is not 
a case of keeping down the emoluments of the par- 
sons; I do not think that anybody can argue that the 
Anglican parsons are overburdened with salaries. I 
think that we should 'be very careful as to how we 
deal with this question. Even if we are prepared to 
say that the Church should be disestablished, I think 
that i t  should be endowed for many years to come 
because the Church has played a very great part in 
the f'istory of this island. (Cheers). When you look 
back you will see that the whole educational system 
has been bound up with the Church; men like 
Coleridge and BIitchinson stand out like beacons in thc 
educational history of this island. They are the men 
who started education; it was through them that 
elementary schools were started in this island and 
that is why we find today that the most of our 
elementary schools are situated on Church property. 
The schools were started by the Church, not by the 
State, the State only took over the schooh 
from the Church. TVe owe a great debt to the 
Church for education in this colony. 

Mr. GARNER: I am one of those people who 
cannot see eye to eye ~ 6 t h  the Address for many rea- 
sons. I have listened with rapt attention to the p e -  
ceding speakers and I am yet to hear aLlythin% logjcal 
which could make me change my mind or make me feel 
justified in voting for the disestablishment and grad- 
ual disendowment of the Church. I must confess 
that the Church as an institution has not always 
lived up to its name, 'but it is human to err. When 
you come to the question of the parsons carrying out 
their duties, we know that some of them are very 
high-falutin and do not condescend to do the wors 
which is expected of them. Nevertheless I still main- 
tain that, as human beings, they ought to eat and 
drink well. They ought to live as human beings. It 
is true that a State-paid Church is according to tra- 
dition, but there are many things which are State- 
paid. things which have no greater bvaring in 
the community than the work of the Church: 
'lt is no luxury to pay minister., who pl.eac6; 
it is true that you have some b a i  ones among 
the group, but they are a grmp uf men who 
should be paid. As regards the financial standard 
of this island, it is only within recent years that the 
average worker in Barbados has been able to t ry  to 
feed, qwlify or even house himself, and if You disen- 
dow the Church. the ministers will have to seek refuge 
o r  make up their salaries by going to the poor people 

f p and asking alms. That is asking people to do ~ O O  

- much. If we think of it, we are only paying these 
people a small amounGSl2,OOO from the Central 
Government. It is true that the Vestries have to 

keep the buildings in order, but we derive benefit 
from that because we have the schools. All  is not 
well with the Church, but I am saying that I am &I 
hearty agreement with having them State paid be- 
cause, up to now, our people are unable to pay for 
them out of their private earnings. In the West 
Indian islands where the Church has been disendowed 
you find that i t  has deteriorated and the people 
suffer. I would prefer to have the Anglican Church 
State paid and have intelligent sermons preached 
even if there 'be half truths than have people going 
around to the mushroom churches and hearing no 
truth a t  all but Uncle Tom's stories, which have no 
bearing on their lives, and the wrong conception of 
what life after death means. If you go around to 
some of these missions you will find that the &uE 
which they dish out is obnoxious, but when you go to 
the State-paid Churches you find that nice, dignified 
sermons are preached and there is food for thought. 
You get something which will strengthen your soul; 
the position is different in the case of the small 
places where they have to go around and get a, small 
pittance so as to keep going. This work requires a 
a certain type of man, a m m  trho is specialized h 
it. I think that we should have a State-paid 
Church if we are having a Church a t  all, although 
I agree that all is not well. At one time of my 
Life I believed that all the Churches should be1 
burnt. (A MEMBER: They started with Christ Church 
parish Church). I n  Rumia where they had done 
away with the Churches they are on the way to have 
a re-birth of the Church and that has changed my 
mind a lot. If you get rid of the Church you will 
have to build up a strong economic system in order 
to put people on a proper footing. When all 3 
said and dose, people like religion; they are no 
gopd without it. While we are going on very 
strong and hearty, we sometimes forget religion; 
but in the last analysis we like to know that we have 
some sort of religion. If we are to have people 
who are to be responsible for the teaching of re- 
ligion, we must pay them and not ask them to beg 
for their salaries. It has been said that the Bishop 
nee* more jurisdiction. .How much more does he 
want? If the Act wants amendimg, let us amend 
it, but I cannot see that any utseful purpose will be 
served by tIie disestablishment and disendowment 
of the Church. At this stage I s h ~ u l d  like to my 
this: I know that some honourable members will 
forpirc me for saying it. I cannot help saying 
what is uppermost in my mind. TO-day we talk 
nhout federation. we believe thac the TV& Indian 
lblartds are now coming into thfi!r own. We all 
want federation and now that there is a possiblitp 
of some of our local boys who are studying minis- 
try coming into their own, an attempt is being 
made whereby those who are coming in now will 
not be able to draw any emoluments from the 
Treasury! It is tantamount to that because those 
who are already in the ~ r v i c e  cannot be stopped 
from ,oe'tthg their money, but theisle Door, black boys 
will be prevented from enjoying these opportutni- 
ties. Until our people are able to maintain these 
priests, we cannot touch this system. It would 
be wrong for us at this time of day to touch the 
system; the time is not yet ripe f ~ r  it. liet U& 

get some more black people from the West Indies 
installed and then we can talk about disendowment. 
We cannot e x ~ e c t  to send these boys to the Colleges 
and theh ask them hat in hand to support the Chur~h .  
Somo tlme ago some little children came to me 
each of them having half a dozen eggs. An egg 
servfce was to be held and thew children were 
carrying the eggs to the Church. I looked a t  the 
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children and I found that they needed the eggs lu 

their stomachs. The average Barbadian loves hi5 
Church whether it be Anglican or otherwise. The 
Anglican Church is a branch of the Ebglish Church 
and while I have no love for these English Churches. 
i feel very strongly that if you pay Civil Servants 
from the Treasury, you should also pay ministers 
from the Treasury. Somebody has said that 
you must live by the gospel. I am 
yet to know anybody who can live by the gospel 
alone. Ghrist said that man should not live by 
bread alone; he knew $hat bread was essential 
because he spoke about that before anybody else. 
You must have bread, and if you are going to have 
these reverend gentlemen you should pay them 
whether they be black or white. You pay the Police 
Department and every other Department and you 
should pay these gentlemen so that they can promote 
some culture among the people. Some people do not 
stop to think; you must have religion because religion 
is the guiding force in this world. You cannot have 
something good dished out for nothing; you get things 
dished out by unintelligent people who have not 
studied anything about hnmau society. I have 
listened to some of then1 who should be jailed for 
corrupting the morals of the people and giving them 
misinformation. In  some of these 2x4 places they 
spoil the thinking faculties of the people. There will 
be a difference if you continue to pay these men and 
the organization is brought in line with organi- 
zations of the same nature. If there are loopholes 
in the Act, then clme the loopholes. I am against 
the principle of disestablishment and disendowment 
of the Church; I am not in favour of sending these 
men to the poor people in  order to eke out a liveli- 
hood. I think that we should continue to endow them 
and leave the property alone. They control a lot qf 

property and if we attempt to purchase this property 
it will cost the Government quite a lot and we have 
committed ourselves to carry out mahy schemes now. 
This £12,000 is only a bagatelle to pay for these ser- 
vices provided that the people are doing the work 
For which they are paid. The law can be 
 mended and I am sure that there are those 
ministers who are in sympathy with the pdor; 
they preach good sermons and cater to the 
needs of the poor. Of course, they are some 
black sheep but there are also those who have a love 
for their Church foIk and they will do anything to 
help the poor in thei:. rarious districts. I hold no 
brief for anyone, but in the parish of St.  philip 
we are favoured in having a Rector who is a very 
conscientious Churchman. If them is one thing 
that has caused me to speak to-day, i t  is the work 
which he is doing in the parish. (Cheers). He ha., 
convinced me that we need a stronq Church orga- 
nization and that we should do some actual work 
among the masses. After all is said and done, 
they are the mainstays of hu~nan life. Perhaps some 
$onourable members are not as old as I am;  as 1 
have already said, a t  one time I thought that all 
the Churches should be burnt, but  as I grew older 
I found, and honourable members will find, that 
religion is a part of our lives. I do not think that 
this- work shbuld. be done for  nothing; it is not 
right to ask a man to work in  the interest 
of the people and live in  the gutter. If 
the Church has no proper organization i t  might 
deteriorate and if it is not to deteriorate we will 
have to come to its rescue. This Government 
will have to pay a snhtantial  sum of money i n  
order to reimburse these people. Qf what use 
would it be to stop giving them a bagatelle and 

then iuvolve ourselves to the extent ot a rnulluu 
pounds? I do not see any sense In dolng that. L 
ask honourable memberd to reconsider tnls matter. 
Some of us may have had certain things against 
cer~ain priests who have done wrong; they live in 
their element and apart from the people, but they 
have seen the writing on the wall. However, 
some of thenl are doing some good work now ana  
with that m ~n ind  I wwld couns_el honourable mem- 
bers to change their views. We still have in the 
Church some men who will do good work not be- 
cause they are paid but because they love the minis- 
try. Everyone who is hearing me will think that 
I am a devout churchgoer: I happen not to be one 
of those. I: go to funerals more often, but I am 
still moved by the religious element. 1 know that 
lhose who preach the gospel have to eat and live 
a certain social life and those who preach heresy 
bhould be relegaCued to that elem1Lt. 
rhew are those who will corrupt the young people 
*in this land because they do not know what they 
yieach, on the other hand there are others who 
have studied some of the laws of nature and some 
of the reasons why we should live together as human 
belngb. They pass that on to the young people 
and lt  is mcll that we support these people. Xot 
many years ago I visited a Church and the people 
told me that the Rector was a very bad man, but 
I wanted to hear him. To my surprise, his sermon 
was that Chrlst never awociated himself with disease 
or sin o r  anything like that. Nothing was wrong 
with that. I h a w  great reasoqs for  supporting 
the Church as State paid because i t  is a mere baga- 
telle that the ministers get. If we disendow cr 
even disestablish the Church we are going to spend 
a lot of money; I am fearful that this Government 
hxs ccmmitted itself to so many social schemes 
that i t  will not be able to carry out cei-tain things 
and we should forego this matter. 

Mr. COX: I am as mnch a christian as any- 
body else. T would like to say from the beginning 
that if there is anything in existence which appears 
not to be in the interest of the people, i t  is the 
Chnrch and because it has been existing for all the 
years that does not necessarily mean that i t  shoul4 
not be disestablished now. I am one of those 
persons who feel that the Church has com- 
pletely lost touch with the people and the 
mission for which it was sent: It needs to be re- 
commissioned. Fo r  some years now the Church 
has been more interested in politics than in religion. 
When you find people like the honourable senior 
member for St. James supporting the Church so 
strongly, we know that people like him owe their 
presence in this House to the Church. I f  you trace 
the history of the $Church you will find i t  has a very 
perplexing one. 1 cannot see any earthly reason 
why we should be asked to pay about 40 priests 
the sum of $12,250 pearly; I cannot see why 
those who pay ad' vdoram tax as well as  in- 
come tax should be asked to contribute to the pay- 
ment of these Anglican priests as  distinct from 
many other priests in this country. When you 
take things into consideration you must come 
to thp conclusion that if the Church is t o  
carry lout its WO&, if it is to regain recoqition 
among the people, it must leave out politics and 
go out into the highways and hedqes and teach 
the people a s  t o  how they must live with each 
other. A,q the ~os i t ion  is now, you go to Church. 
vou sit and liste5,- you look a t  each other's clothes 
and vou go back home empty : hardly any explanation 
is given as to the fundamentals of the eospel and 
when the honourable member for St.  Philip speakfi 
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about the missionaries, I would like to say for my- 
self that I have gathered very much more from the 
teaching by people like the Plymouth Brethren t h a : ~  
I have gathered from the priests of the Anglican 
Church. It is in the interest of the Church to 
keep the people in ignorance; to tell them 
that the Lord loves the poor people and not 
to worry about being rich and when they die 
they will go to Heaven. The poor people want 
some of the Heaven now; they want some of the 
milk and honey ,that is in Heaven now. I am 
supporting the passing of this Address because I 
feel that as soon a,q you divorce the Church from the 
State, the people will be taught the gospel as it has 
been handed down. I n  concluding my remarks T 
should like to say that I am wholeheartedly 
in agreement with this Address. I know that 
Churchwardens and people like them are very 
hesitant in passing an - ~ d d r e s s  of this nature 
because the Vestrymen will not be able t o  
manipulate the money. However, I feel that this 
Address is asking for something reasonable, something 
which should have been in existence long ago, and any 
conscientiops representative of the people will realise 
that the people want it. I do not speak about the 
amount of money that is paid to the Church but  it is 
the principle underlying the payment which counts. 

Dr. CUMMINS : This is a matter on which moqt 

the day is growing old, I beg to move that the f u r t b r  
consideration of this Address be postponed. 

Mi-. BRANCKER: I agree with the observation 
which h& just been made and I therefore beg to 
second the motion for the postponement of the further 
consideration of this Address. I realise that this is 
a subject in connection with which every honourable 
member has his own peculiar contribution to make. 
I suggest that we continue this debate next weelr. 
1 can assure the honourable rniover of the passing 
of this Address that I am going to support it. 

The question that the further consideration .)f 
this address be postponed was put and resolved in 
the affirmative without division. 

THE ADJOURNMENT. 

The Order Paper having been fixed, 

Nr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this House 
do now adjourn to this day week, the 29th day of 
July, 1947, a t  twelve o'clock noon. 

Mr. RAMSAY seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER accordingly adjourned the House 
to Tuesday next; the 29th day of July, 1947, a t  twelve 

of us have strong feelings one way or the other and ns  clock noon. I 




