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House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT). 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 3rd J u w ,  1947. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem- 

bly met a t  12 o'clock noon to-day. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. G. B. EVELYN, (Speaker) ,  His 
Honour Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER (Deputy LYpealcer), 
Messrs J. T. C. ~ M S A Y  (Chairn~a* of Contmittees), 
A. E. S. LEWIS, M. E. COX, H. W. SPRINGER, M.A., 
C. H. ADAMS, BA., B G. MAPP, H. D. BLACKMAN, 
J. A. HAYNB, B.A., V. C. GALE, and D. A. FOSTER. 

After prayers, Mr. S. A. W U O ~  enter6 the 
House and takes his seat. 

MINUTES. 

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on 
the 20th May, 1947, having been circulated are taken 
a s  read ,and confirmed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received the following:- 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditup for  the 
half year ended on the 31st March, 1947, from the 
.Commissioners of Highmays of the parish of 
Christ Church. 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for 
the half year ended on the 31st. March, 1047, from 
the Commiss'ioners of Highways of the parish of 
6: Peter. 

Message from the Legislative Council returning 
t h ~  Resolution lapproving th' Workmen's Compensa- --W - 

tion ~ e g u l a t i , m ~ , - l ~ l t .  ~ ' t h  anledmentq. 
Message from the Legislative Council returning 

the Resolution approving the Workmen's Compensa- 
tion Regulations 1947, with an amendment. 

Message from the Legislative Council informing 
the Eiouse that they have appointed the Ronourabie 
5. D. ChandIer, the Honourable G. D. L. Pile, and 
the Honourable R. Cballenor, members of their Body, 

Select Comdttee to consider and report on the 
Bill to impose a levy on sugar and fancy molasses 
nanufactured in this Island, to create funds for the 
benefit of the Sugar Industry of this Island and to 
provide f o r  the administration of such funds and 
inviting the House to appoint a Committee of its 
House to coaperate with the above Committee. 

Mr. CF~AWFOED enters the House and takes his 
seat. 

r A P E R S  LAID 

Mr. ADAhlS : Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour . 
to lay on the table of the House the following 
Papers :- *.. 

Statement showing Gross Customs and Excise . 
receipts for twelve months ended 31st March, 1947. -, 

Statement of advances to the Colonial Postmaster ' ? '  
for the payment of Money Orders to the 30th of 
April, 1947. 

Mr. GARNER enters the House and takes his seat. 

NOTICES. . -9 

Government Notices are given as follows :- v 
Mr. CRBPYFORD : KRJJolution to place the sum " 

of £958 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 'l 

Commiitee for payment to the suppliers of stone to, 'a 

the Department of Iiighways and Transport to enab!e- " 

them to pay increased wages to labour employed By' 
them during the period 1st April, 1946, to 3 U :  jJ 
December, 1946, on the basis of wages payable to:.: 
Uncstablished and Casual staffs of Covermnent 
Departments. +g 2 Mr. M ~ L E Y  enters the House and takes 
seat. ~6 a 

7 I Mr. CRAWFORD : Resolution to place the SW.& ,p: -. 
of £755 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Execntiw g*.* 
Committee to meet the cost of uurchasing a motor%& 
lorry, equipping i t  with a water tank 
veyance of water, and to provide for  lab 
and unforseen expenditure, in  CO 

running of the lorry. 
Mr. ADAMS: Reeolution 

£3,142 at the disposal of the 
Committee for the service of the Colon 
the Schedule h the resolution. 

Mr. ADBWS : Resolution to p1 
;E14,000 at the dkposal of the Cover 
Committee to provide for the purchase 
equtpment and material, the property o 
States Government and now a t  Seawell 
over-haul and repair of cert 
lncnt and other expenses inci 

JLr. CRAWFORD: I beg to give notice o 
inteniion to move the suspent40n of Rules 88 ,  
89 in order to deal in all its stages to-day with 
Resolution for E755 of which I hare just given ntr. 



Mr. ADAMS: I beg to give notice of my in- 
tention to move the suspension of Rules 88 and 89 
i n  order to deal to-day with the Resolution for 
;E14,000 of whish I have just ghen notice. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to give notice of my inten- 
lion to move the House into Committee of Supply 
a t  its next meeting to consider certain money Reso- 
lutions of which notice has been given to-day. 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. BRAKCKER: To enquire of the senior 
member of the Executive Committee present in t h ~  
House a t  its next meeting :- 

l. Whether it & a h c t  that a new sea-levelling 
project on the Panama Canal, Central America, I,, 
shortly to be put into execution? 

2 If the answer is "Yes," will the Qovein- 
ment make strenuous efforts to secure a quota for 
Barbadian workers to assist in the construction of 

this project l 

EXCUSE FOR ABSENT MEMBER. 

Mr. CRAWFORU offers an excuse for the 
absence, through illness, of the senior member for 
St. John (Dr. WILSON). 

Mr. WILKINSON enters the IIouse and takes his 
smt. 

APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEE. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-Before the Orders 
of the Day are called, I beg to move that 
a Select Committee be appointed to co-operate with 
the Select Committee appointed by the Other Place 
to consider and report on the Bill to impose 
a levy on sugar and fancy molasses manufactured 
in this Island, to create funds for the benefit of the 
sugar industry of this island rand to provide for the 
administration of such funds. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to second that. 
The question that a Select Committee be appoint- 

ed for the purpose mentioned by  the senior member 
for St. Joseph is put  and resolved in  the affirmative 
without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Subject to the approval of 
the House I appoinr; the following a Select 

l 
Committee for the purpose:- The senior member 
for  St. Peter (Mr. F. L. Walcott), the junior member 
for  St. Nichael (Mr. Gale), the junior member for 

, 6 the City (Mr. LEWIS), and the senior member for 
St. George (Mr. Springer). 

. Dr. CUMMINS enters the House and takes his 
seat. 
STATEMENT RE EMIGRATION O F  WORKERS 

.TO THE U.S.A. 

Mr. ADAXS: Mr. Speaker,-I ask the leave 
of the House to make a stateutent of importance 
which will be public property soon but which the 
Government considers that the House should be made 
aware of before the general public. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber is granted leave to proceed. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-Members of the 
House will recollect that in a Message No. 17 of 1947. 
His Excellency the Governor informed this House 
that the Labour Branch of the United States 
Department of Agriculture expected to recruit 
between 800 to 1,000 workers in Barbados and to 
transport them free of cost; and to recruit an addi- 
tional 500 workers if this Government would bear 

.the cost of their transportation to the United States 

I very much regret to have to iuform you, Sir, 
that no~ification has been received nltllln the l a s ~  
few days from the British authorities in Washingtoa 
that the Labour Branch of the D~par tment  olf Agri- 
culture can now recruit only 300 workers horn 
Barbados and that there is little or no hope of aay 
additional number being recruited this year. The 
cost of the transport of these 300 workers wil be 
borne by the United States authorities and recruit- 
ment is likely to tak? place in about a week's time 

The Government has not yet rweived a fuL 
report from the British authori ,ies in Xashington 
but information has been received that the Unitecl 
States Congress has just reduced the Labour Brancl. 
appropriations by cver 50 per cmt. The Labour 
Bnanch applied to Congress for $10,074,000 and thi: 

is amoun~ has been reduced to $5,000,000. Of th' 
$2,000,000 is earmalkecl for state extension service& 
so that the Labour Branch has only $3,000,000 a; 
its disposal. There can be little doubt that this ic 
the reason f o ~  the drastic r~duction ill the number 
of workers to be recruited. 

As I have said, I am just giving tho House all 
the infcrmation the Government hPas bt its disposal. 
The Government is expecting at  any moment a fuller 
report. The first bit of information was received 
four or  five days ago and the last bit was received 
only yesterday, I believe. We are expfcting to hear 
very soon more full;- about the matter but  it is only 
right to let the public l<nonr that very much to our 
regret there does not seem to be a n r  possibility of 
getting a quota for more than 300 workers from Bar- 
bados this year. The Recruiting Officer, if not on his 
way, is about to leave for Barbadcq so that the chance 
of a change in their decision is very remote. 

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 and 89. 

a. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I now beg to 
move the suspension of Rules 88 and 89 in order 
to deal with the Resolution for £14,000 as well as 
the Resolution for  S755 of which notice has been 
given earlier to-day. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Speaker,-So f a r  as the 

Resolution for £14,000 to purchase certain buildings 
and equipment at  Seawell is concerned, I am agreeing 
to the suspension of the &les because I am anxious 
to know something about this matter. It is common 
knowledge that the American military and naval 
units i~ the Caribbean have been leaving these 
'slands and that leaving has been in process for 
a long time now. 1 think i t  is unfo~tunate  t b t  a 
Resolution for such a vast sum of money should 
come before this House with so few details as to the 
sizes of the buildings and the other things at  Seawell 
that the Government is going to buy and that mem- 
ber-, should have to consider i t  in such a hurry. 
As I say, I am anxious to hear more about the mat- 
ter and for that reason I am wiKing to agree to the 
suspension of the Riles. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Before you put  the question, 
Sir, I just want to say that I have not been infomed 
as to the procedure today and what is taking place. 
When I gave notice earlier of my intention to move 
the snspension of Rules 88 and 89 in  order to deal 
with the Resolution for £755 to purchaase a motor 
lorry and equip it with a water tank I intended to 
d ~ a l  with that Resoilution after I had completed 
t l ~ e  one for  £112,000 t o  meet the cost of making cer- 
tain improvements in the water supply of the island 
M intention was that those two Resolutions shonld 
hp dealt with one after the other as !Eev both relate 
to the water supply. I have not been instructed as 



to why this change has taken place and I do not know 
what has happened. 

The question that Rules 88 and 83 be suspended 
is pu; and resolved in the affirmative wirhout division. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that it be an in- 
struction to the Committee of S'upply, when the 
House is in Committee of Supply, to deal with the 
Resolutions for $14,000 and S755 respectively. 

Mr. RAMSAY: I beg to second that. 
The question that i t  be an instruction to the 

Committee of Supp'y, when the I-Iouse is i11 Commit- 
tee of Supply, to deal with the two abovementioned 
Resolutions is put  and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

Mr. E'. L. WALCOTT enters the House and takes 
bis seat. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The first Order stands in th.: 
name of the honourable senior member for St. 
doseph,--To move the House into Committee af 
Supply to consider the g-ani of sums of money for 
the service of the Government. 

Mr. ADAMS: I would just like to say this. That 
is a very unfortunate statemant which the senior 
member for St. Philip has just made. Had I been 
able to get hold of the honourable member before 
he came into the House, he would have known what 
was about to take place. But when the honourable 
member came in, he was informed that the two meas- 
ures which the House proposes to deal with are 
the Resolution relating to the purchase of buildings 
and equipment at  Seawell and the Hospital Bill I 
.considered that the Reso'ution for S755 should also 
be dealt with to-day and, therefore, I included that as 
mcll. I beg to move that Your Honour do now leave 
the Chair and the House go into Committee of 
Supply. 

Mr. S P R I N G E ~ :  I beg to second that. 
The question that Mr. SPEAKER do now leave the 

Chair and the House go into Committee of Supply is 
put and resolved in the affirmative without division 

Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the House 
goes into Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY being in 
the Chair. 

PURCHASE OE BUILDINGS, EQUIPMENT AND MATERTAL A'i 
S'EAWELL FROM THE U.S. QOVERNMENT 

Mr. D A M S  : Mr. Chairman,- g e  first 
Resolntion with whicli I shall deal js for the sum 04 
£14,000 to be placed a t  the disposal of the Governor- 
in  Executive Committee to provide for the purchas: 
of buildings, equipment and material, the property 
of the United States Government, and now a t  Seaweil 
Airport, the overhaul and repairs of certain items 
of this equipment and other expenses incidental tc 
the purchase. Perhaps I should preface what I aI1: 
going to say by a brief remark in reply to the juniol 
member for the City. As I go along, he will see thal 
the Governwent is not to be blamed. For some timt 
the United States Government has  been pressing uc 
for  an answer as to whether we want this equipment 
and this Government, knowing--any Governmen1 
'would know-that it would be our duty to get d' 
the information possible before comine to the House 
got all the expert opiuions it could get be 
forehand. It has taken ns some time because wc 
have had. in one case, to wait on Wing Commande~ 
Egglesfield and. in another, on Mr. Hodpsou 
whose official title. I believe, is Director of Telec 
Communications in the Bahamas, who were thr 
only two experts in the West Indks. The American! 

have constantly asked us  to give them an answer and 
W had to wait on the opinions of the experts. Nom 
we have the information to give the House, we have 
come as quickly as possible after; it would be 
~mpossible for  us to do more. The addendum to this 
Resolution is pretty full but  any specific detailed 
information honourable members may desire to have I 
shall give. I draw most especially to the noti* of 
the Committee paragraphs 4 and 5 of the addendum 
snd I will briefly say this. The Government did 
its utmost to get the Secretary of State for the Coi- 
onies to pay for  this equipment, rather than that tha 
money should come out of local funds. That W ~ S  

Eouud to be impossible, either directly from the British 
Government or from Colonial Development and 
Welfare funds. As regards paragraph 5 the Govern- 
ment has been assured by the experts-and we are pre- 
pared to g've the House that assurance--that the 
cost of the radio equipment alme, if i t  had to be 
bought now-and sooner or later i t  wi'l have to be 
bought-would be much more than what the Amer;- 
zans are asking. The Resolution seeks to provide for 
the purchase of the buildings, the equipment m d  
material a t  the airport, for ovzrhauling and repair- 
ing certain items o? this equipment and for other 
expenses incidental to the purchase The amount 
comt3 to 67,000 odd American dollars and the equiv- 
dent  .in B.W.I. currency is roughly £14,000. As f a r  
back as February 4, Wing Commander Egglesfield, 
the Colonial Engineer, the Government Electrical 
Inspector, and other interested parties met Lt. Col. 
Murrell, of the U.S. Army, who has to see after the 
disposal of things of this nature in the Car<ibbean 
area and that was the beginning of the official dis- 
cussions The U.S. Authorities have been constantly 
asked to sell ua the radio eqnjpment alone bu t  they 
have refused over and over again to sell piecemeal. 
They say "A11 or nothing;" they have pointed out 
to us that the cost of the whole turn-out is $134,000, 
exclushe of transport and handling charges and tha 
coat of material brought from the U.S.A., so to start 
with, honourable members will see that, according 
to the expert opinion, we have not been done in the 
eye by the U.S. Government. We have also got the , 
consent of the U.S. Government to re-sell any material 

+ rhat we may buy from them, either locally or dbroacl, 
in spite of the fact that they are k i n g  the price lower 
than they otherwise would have fixed it if we bought 
the whole lot; they have no objection, they say, to 
our taking advantage of that and selling things 
which we do not want. As I have pointed out, the nego- 
tiations started with the greatest expkrt, we are told, 
at present in the West Indies-Wing Commander 
Egglesfield-in conjunction with the Government 
Electrical Inspector and the Colonial Engineer. Afte: 
they had an  inspection of the buildings, the equip- 
ment and installations, Mr. Hodgson, Director of 
Telecommunications in the Bahamas, was got hold 
of and he visited Barbdos  and also inspected 
them. We were then informed by  the British 
Government that they would give us  the assurance 
which appears in paragraph 4 of the adden- 
dum, namely, that on the completion of the scheme 
which is still under consideration for aeronautical 
wireless services throughout the British West Indies, 
any of this surplus U.S. equipment which might 
he of value in connection with the scheme, c% 
x~ould be purchased from our Government a t  , 
the price me paid the U.S. Government for it. 4 
After that asmrance was given, there was a further 
c~ornrr.unication with the Secretary of State f o r  the 
Colonies and another attempt was made to get him 



to provide the money but he again made i t  clear that 
rthatr was out of the question. There was then no 
alternative but to ask the Leg slature for the money 
but he repeated his guarantee that any of the material 
which we do not want and which other islands 
need for their wireless services would be purchased 
from us. There 'S a certain amount of history 
attached to the aeronautical wireless services scheme 
in the West Indies dating back nearly two or three 
years. The Secretary of State for the Colon'es, for 
instance, as far  back as 1944 approved of a Colonial 
Development and Welfare grant of £5,000 to enabie 
Mr. Hodgson to establish a nucleus organisation and 
to make detailed plailr for the provision of aeronau- 
tical wireless services in the British West Indian Col- 
onie?. I dare suppose that honourable members will re- 
member that much; that that b ~ s  been in train since 
October, 1944. At this stage I will give honourable 
members information supplied us by the U.S. Author- 
ities as to the cost of these installations and their 
present appraised values, showing how the sums 
are arrived at. Under the head, Fixed Improve- 
ments, as they call the buildings and so on, $61,868, 
present value $14,044. A11 installed property not 
removable $41,774, priced at $25,465 and Non-install- 
ed. movable property, radio equipment $29.883. pres- 
ent value $21,130. Those are the prices which total 
61,000 odd dollars, which, as I say, is equivalent to 
roughly S14.000. The Government Electric Inspec- 
tor inspected this wireless equipment and made ci 

report strongly recommend;ng the purchase of i! 
Wing Commander Egglesfield did likewise and ~o 
too did Mr. Hodgson who stated that all of the radio 
and electrical equipment is required in connectio~l 
with the West Indian schemes. A good deal of it 
will be needed for Barbados and the remainder 
will be required for the other islands. I do not 
think there is more I can say, except to repeat that 
the Government has been most caref+ul in dealing 
with this matter. If I am not disclosing a secret I 
may say that the Government rather dreaded the 
re-action of the Legislature to the sum of 61,000 
American dollars and for that reason has been most 
careful in obtahing all the best possible advice 
that i t  could get in the West Indies, and Wing Com- 
mander Egglesfield would be an expert, I am told, 
anywhere He was doing similar work in India; he 
must have been highly thought of to be selected bY 
the Colonial Office for his present job Dhector of 
Civil Aviation in the West Indies and they hav. 
assured us that this is cheap at the price; that the 
radio equipment alone is worth more than the monc? 
and that the Government is not going to lose by it 
but will lose if it let the opportunity go now and 
mill have, I repeat, sooner rather than later to buy 
this stuff. As appears in the addendum we are at  
present using aeronautical wireless facilities whic'l 
are inadequate while the radio equipment we are using 
up there is borrowed; in short, the Americans have 
lent i t  to us. Honourable members will see, set out 
in  paragraph 2 of the addendum, the other articles,-- 
motor vehicles including a heavy tractor, an ambu- 
lance, and a 2+ ton six-wheel truck. The ambulance 
will be needed at Seawell. We haw been told that 
we have been exiremelp fortunate among airports 
of the world to have pot by so far without accidents; 
even minor fires we have been spared. Othe- articles 
are: crash and fire equipment, office equipment an:{ 
furniture includiny a safe, an adding machine, a 
duplicating machine, filing cabinets, three aircraft re- 
fuellng units, and sundries, including quantities of 

caustic soda-I am sure the soap factory experts will 
be glad to hear that-and fuel and lubricating oil. 

Thme is nothing that I can add bui if honou~.ah': ?uem- 
bers ask for specific details as to what these 
buildings are 1 assnre then- I hope all honourable 
member from wiioni I hear a rcmark is not re&>- 
serious and I am serious wlien i make that statement. 
If the Government gives the absolute assurance that 
on che best po3sible advice this U cheap at the price, 
is the honoulable member seriously go;ng to ask me 
to tell him the size of a particular l;uildmg ac Seawell? 
Suppose I tell him 24 f t .  by 18 ft. or 32 ft .  by 16 ft.. 
does i t  make any d'ifference? The Government has, 
as clearly as possible, given this Huuse the assur. 
ance that on the advice it has, this is a bargain and 
1 can do no more than that, Mr. Chairman. The 
Government 1s preparea to stand or fall by that as- 
surance. I beg to move, Sir, thet this Resolution d o  
now pass. 

&. SPlilhGElt: 1 beg to second that. 
Mr. L h W 1 s  : ilir. Cnalrmitn,-l think that L 

will have to assure the senior member for St. Josepa 
that this is a matter about wbch, naturally, 1 would- 
know nothing but that does not mean that the tax- 
payers of this colony are not entitled to the fullest 
possible information from the floor oi the Iiouse. l 
map be unable to say what a bullding 24 ft.  by 18 it- 
is worth but a statement made on the floor of the 
House may be heard, say, by the junior member tor 
St. James and if he does not know what a bullcling 
24 ft .  by 18 f t .  or 32 ft .  by 16 f t .  is worth if you tell 
him what i t  is made of, well, Sir, I had better not 
say the rest. 11 statement like that, made in the 
House, may fall on the ears of someone who knows 
something about the subject whch id under discus- 
sion-I leave out for the moment, my colleague wh@ 
knows all about things. That is the way I have to 
estimate the diligence with which the Government 
10cli~ into these matters. The Government should 
be able to tell us  the sizes of those buildings a t  Sea- 
well; if i t  is not a military secret, the name of the 
equipment should be given so that somebody who 
knows something about i t  will be able to say whether 
it is a good brand or not. The next thing I would 
like to know is this. Can the honourable member 
say whether the Government Broadcasting System 
is likely to come out of this equipment? That is a 
matter on which I would like some information be- 
fore I vote this money. Another thing I would like 
to know is whether the Government has conhidered 
setting up a broadcasting svstem with America11 
eqnipme~t  which it may have to replace with British 
equipment later on; or whether i t  has considered 
that this type of equipment might contain militarq- 
secrets and would last for only a certain time in war- 
time but in peacetime, replacements may not be oh- 
tained for G. It is a very good thing to say that this 
is worth ten times the price but you can buv gold at 
too high a price. Those are things that I would like 
to know. I am merely asking the Government if i t  
has considered these things. £14,000 is a lot of money 
for me to vote a t  this time when there mav be other 
things which need more serious consideration. Thc 
sum of £1,320 was voted in the Estimates for the 
Government Electrical Department and I understood, 
not from the senior member for St. Joseph, that that 
money was to purchase equipment locallv. I had 
heard from an unoflcial source that that £1,320 vias 
to buy equipment that was beine sold b y  the Ameri- 
can authorities a t  Seawell and I mentioned it. per- 
haps vaguely, in this House at the time. I would 
like to know if the Government Electric Tnsnvtor 
has nnrchased the eenia~nent alreadv with the El  220 
or if he i c  going to  et i t  out of t h i ~  block  rote and 11s- 
that £1.320 for the niirchaw of other caninm~nt Tf 

hli7- +hie ewinment which he had in mind 13. 
conld alcn nw that money to import other eqninment r 



11 fie geLs the necessary tquipment out of this block 
\ w e ,  1,e could use that $1,320 to import other equip- 
mefib lrom auroau. I a u  auaolutely sure oi that and 
nu ~ ~ u u l w r  benera1 could stop hm. As rar  as the 
buverument Jihectric lllspector g~ving  au opinion 

about thi& equipment is concerned, honourable mem 
D t r s  wih oe weu advuecl to reject, this vote, if the 
Government Electric Inspector of Barbados has re- 
commended it. li' tile Aiuericans had iked  the price 
at  three tmes  what i t  is, he would have recommended 
it. This 1s an officer who likes the most modern 
equipment-ultra modern equipment; he has spent 
$'r20 in purchasing electrical uouks to Leach n~vrat: 
code to a iew peopie ior  ~ u i s  Government. That w 
the type of Government Electric Inspctor we have 
and it is unfortunate that h k  name has been brought 
into this matter a t  all. I think the taxpayers of this 
country have to be very careful in  dealing with any- 
thing that has been recommended by the Oovern- 
ment Electric Inspector. I do not think i t  is reason- 
able to ask me to leave alone such things as roads, 
water, l i g h t t h i n g s  of that kind-and spend this 
money in  buying this equipment that is being sold 
or being scrapped a t  Seawell-American equipment, 
to begin with, that may have to be replaced by Brit- 
ish equipment for broadcasting purposes. All those 
things have to be looked into. When ,a man is buying 
a motor car, he usually discovers wheiher the agents 
are willing to stock spare parts; he may be getting a 
bargain in the initial stages but  i t  may turn  out to be 
a burden. 

a&. Wll~U~' iS01\~ :  I heartily agree with the 
reuarks of the junlor member ior  t i e  City; i t  is 
rather a blg pill to ask us to swallow a t  such short 
notice. 1 got my copy oi the &esolution about ten 
o'clock this morning and certainly honourable mem- 
bers have not had time to make the enquiries which 
they would wish to make in this matter. As f a r  as 
I know, I believe that this would be a good buy but I 
do think that we should have a little more time to 
consider it. I think it might be feasible to appoint 
a Committee to go into the matter, rather than vote 
514,000 of the taxpayers' money to-day for something 
that we really know nothing about. Paragraph 2 
of the addendum states that approximately 60% of 
the purchase price is represented by radio and elec- 
trical equipment but they do not tell us-and I do 
not think that the senior member for St. Joseph has 
told us-what i t  is going to be used for. I rather 
gather from his remarks that we are going to buy 
all this; that possibly a good deal of this r@io and 
electrical equipment will not be required and that 
we have hopes of selling i t  to the other islands. mTell 
Sir, I do not think that we are to-day in  a posi. 
tion to finance experiments in the other islands 
The honourable member who has just spoker 
does not have a very high opinion of the Gov- 
ernment Electric Inspector but I suppose he would 
be put in chargk of this equipment and what is h €  
xoing to do? I do not believe that this has anything 
to do with broadcasting. As f a r  as I know, this it: 
mostly a location plant to locate and get in touch wit1 
aeroplanes. I think i t  is very necessary i n  modem 
+lines but at  t h ~  same time I think this proposal de. 
serves morp consideration and that we should be giver 
m m n  information. I. therefnre. bee: to move that the 
fnrther consideration of this Redn t ion  he post~oned 

Mr ADAM8: Mr. Chairman -T am aqkinn 
hononrable members not to a-rec to that for 
reason9 T have c.iven. Who wonlA not nhaorfllllx 
amee to send this Resolution to a Sclect Colnmittef 
or nostnone it if ~ n v t h i n c  is to he mined bv so doinod 
We send i t  to a Select Committee and whom are thes 
rroinr to ask about the matter,--Wine: Commancle7 
R~glesfield. the Government Tlectric Inspector an6 

they are going to tell the Committee what they told 
the Government. The America* have been con- 
stantly telling us that they want an  answer; they 
wanted an answer since the 26th April. The Gov- 
ernment has thoroughly investigated the matter and 
has come to the House a t  the earliest possible oppor- 
tunity after. Nothing can be gained by postponing 
the Resolution, except the chance of the equipment 
going to South America. I have an inventory here 
and can read it all if honourable members want me 
to do so but what sense is it going to make to us  lay- 
men? Are we going to question Wing Commander 
Egg'resfield when he says that i t  is a good bargain? 
Xcmbers of the Executive Committee went to Seawell 
and got th? re-assu-ance from him that it is a flrst- 
class bargain and he himself has his eye on certain 
i t e m  things that are going to be white elephants, we 
can sell, through the Secretray of State for  the Colo- 
cies, to the other islands. That is the position. We are 
benefiting ouriselves but instead of allowing any of 
the equipment, which we do not want, to rust we will 
sell it, perhaps, for twice as much as we pay for it. 
Make it a matter of confidence in  the Government, 
if you like. The Government can only go by its tech- 
11ica1 adviser& and  the Government has given an 
assnrance on the advice of the experts in the West 
Indies. What more can i t  do t  T ask honourable 
members either to  vote for or against the Resolution. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman,-I beg to 
second the motion of the junior member for St. James. 
The senior member for St. Joseph has told 11s that 
the Government has been negotiating in this matter 
for a long time but, Sir, some of us got our copies 
of this Resolution last night and I do not think it is 
fair to us to ask us to come here ,and vote £14,000 of 
the taxpayers' money at such short notice. While 
the Government was negotiating in  this matter, i ts 
 embers could easily have come to this House and 
told us wh,at is taking place. They could not expect 
us to come here and vote 334,000 of the taxpayers' 
money a t  such short notice. £14,000 might sound a 
little bit of money but  to me it is a lot of money. 
This Resolution has not been on the Order Paper 
even for a week and I do not think this Home should 
vote the people's money in this manner. 

Mr. GALE: I think that certain honourable 
members are looking a t  this matter in the wrong 
direction. The question is whether this equipment is 
necessary or not. I f  our ~ i r p o r t  is to be an  up-to-date 
airport, then lit is imperative that we should 
should have this equipment a t  Seawell. We heal: 
the talk all over the country that we would like 
more planes to come to Bnrbados bringing and carry- 
ing passengers qnd if we have not got proper radio 
equipment at  Seawell, it is very unlikely that more 
planes will come to Barbados. We have no ambu- 
lance, no fire fighting apparatus at  our airport and 
all those things are necessaw: These things 
which are owned by  the Amencan Government 
are on the spot and if we lose the chance of buying 
them to-day we might have to spend £28,000 instead 
of ;E14,000 later on. The Resolution has certainly 
come down a t  a rather late hour and certain honour- 
able members have not had time to go into the mat- 
ter but I do not feel that  that  is a sufficient reason 
for turning down this RRcsolution. We have read the 
addendum; we have heard what the Government has 
done ,and i t  is for to make up onr minds one way 
or the other to-day. I do not see that the putting 
off of the Resolution until next wcek is going to make 
any difference. Tf the equipment will be necessary 
next week it is necessary to-dry: therefore, what 
is the good of postponing the Resolntion? 



1%. F. L. WALGOTT: 1 agree with the 1dbL 
honouruuie u a u u c r  WIIO llas s ~ ) u l i a u .  inere are occd- 
sions ou L L ~ L U U  maLwrs Uay t)e poqvpOned for further 
lnlormawun ~ u t  wnen yo& ~os~pOnt .  this &sOlutlou, 
you are posL4ponmg a oary to neai what you have 
already hearu to-uay, l t  m e w  that you either ha-,e 
no conficleuce 111 rue LedUtir UL d e  ilouse when he 
makes a b~atement 01- that YOU believe people like 
the j ~ n l o r  memDer for the O l ~ y  who tells us that the 
U o v e r m e n ~  blectric inspector is incompetent. I my 
mat if any honourable rnember feels that a Govern- 
ment servanc is mcompetenL, lie should draw it tc 
the attention oi the House with the view of bringing 
lt CO the notice of the Governor and eventually to 
the notice of the Secretary of State for  the Colonies- 

Mr. LEWlS: On a point of explanation. I 
would llke to ask the honourable member at what stage 
of my remark  did I say that the GoT/ernment Electr~e 
Inspector is incompetent. I particularly said that the 
Government Electric Inqector  would recommend the 
purchase of thls equlpulent because he was ultra mod- 
ern. I even said that he bought $720 in  books to 
teach a few people morse code. 

Mr. P. L. WALCOTT: I do not want to chal- 
lenge the honourable member 'S stabment that he said 
the Government Electric Iwpector was competent 
but a child, anybody with a noddiag acquaintxime of 
the English language, would understand from tht  
remarks of the honourable member that this officer 
is incompetent; that is the only inference to be drawn 
from his remarks and I say that he has his pr'opei 
course to take in a matter of that sort. As regards 
thia Resolution, certain honourable members stand on 
the same sentimental ground &S they usually stand in 
their electioneering campaigns. They talk about vot 
ing away the people's money. This is the only place 
in which the people's money can 'Ije voted. When you 
are  voting moaey here, you are voting the people's 
money and that is the whole crux of the sltuatioo 
If this is for something that is worthwhile, i t  does 
not matter whether y w  vote the money to-day or nest 
week. If something happened to any of the familie~ 
of the honourable members for St. James while com- 
ing here by a plane which landed a t  Peawell and they 
discovered that i t  was due to the fault of the Govern- 
ment, they would bring down the wrath of God, &at- 
ing that the Go~iernment had the advantage of 
obtaining these facilities but  would not spend the 
money to purchase them. As the junior membe? 
for St.  Michael has said this is for something that 
is required a t  airports in all parts of the world 
if they are to be up-to-date. If any honourable 
member can assure me that by  postponing th's 
Resolution he will be able to get more information 
than what the senior member for  St. Joseph has 
given us I will agree to the postponement. But 
the senior member for St. Joseph has told us that 
the Government Electric Inspector and the Directcw 
of Civil Aviation in the Wlest Indea have given their 
opinions in the matter and they are the people to give 
us the information and on whose advice we have to 
work. I am saying that honourable members are far;' 
losmg respect for thew awn House; they are saying 
that the Government is doing something but tha? 
they are nothing to do with the Government when at  
the same time they vote money to keep these Govern- 
rnfent officials in  office. 

Mr. LEWIS: MF- Chairman,-I would like to 
reply to certain remarlrs- 

THE CHAIRMAN: I will put the question for 
the postponement of the Ik'~lut5~n first. 

Mr MOTTTJB'Y. Bkfbke that is dbne. Mr. Chair- 
rib. f v.onld like to find out one or two thinw. Per- 
sonally T am satisfied that the 'b'est qualified brain*. 
n@ to now, have been asked to eke some valu&tion of 
this eanjpment. J am aho stit%fied that this eau i~nwnt  
i s  partly beins loaned to this Government for I ~ V  2 t  

Seawell Airport. Now, Sir, there is only one thing 
L buoulu l u e  answered, It' i t  is possibb T,O answer it. 
Paragraph 2 oi the adclend-um ~t i i tes  that approxl- 
mately 60% of the purchase price is represented i)_v 
radio and electrical equipment. I do not t h a  a t  
would be -g too much If we enquired, m vlew of 
such a large propomlon of the purchese price, whether 
this equipment 1s of standard make That not ask- 
ing too much and I think the honourable Leader of 
the House will agree with me that there something 
in that. If this is only wartime equipment, the House 
should be entitled to know whether or  not it Fpiu be 
purehasring something that cannot be replaced and 
for which parts cannot be obtained. I entirely agree 
with my colleague when he says that that information 
is essential. 

Mr. GARNElt : i myself am in  favour of these 
quesuons which nave been asked because only yestcr- 
uay afternoon I recelved LILS lLeboluuou mu I ~ u m e  
here to-day to md the h a d e r  of the House with the 
portfolio of another member of the Executive Coal- 
mlttee. I want to know if the arrattgenseat, as f a r  a 
this Governmenr, is concerned, has been changed be- 
cauw I think this portrdio belongs to the senior me=- 
ber for St. Philip ; it seems strange to me. Anyhow, 
I make that statement in passing. 1 think that somc 
of the questions wh~ch have 'been asked should be 
answered before we pass this Resolution and I coun 
sel honourable inembers to vote for the postponement 
of it. You cannot always take things and throw them 
down people's throats. This is a matter of which 
somebody said we are ignorant and rightly W ;  there 
fore, we should refer i t  to a Select Committee. If a 
man pleads ignorance of certain things, he is honest. 
I am pleadling ignorance of this and I think that WC 
should be able to make enquiry from citizens who 
know something about it. How can you expect nic 
to come here and vote E14,OW for something about 
which I know nothing? The Housing Board cannot 
come into being yet and we are askcd to vote 614,1000 
to purchase this equipment while the people are home. 
less. It is a fallacy to come here and and vote away 
the people's money for a purpose like this. This 
House is committed to the mats of people in Barbados 
first and then to t.hinw after. Our duty, Sir, is to 
see that the mass of people get pieces of land on which 
they can put their houses. The Government should 
first see to it that the mass af people get houses in 
which to live, proper roads on which to travel and 
then such things as this equipment will come after- 
wards. But  we are becoming a hybrjd. This Govern 
ment is capable of doing nothing but throwing awoy 
the pe&le's money. If this equipment was not hew. 
would we buy i t ?  If  this was not on the spot, wonld 
we buy it? We hear .W much about peace and W 

are buying all sorts of equipment for war. Why 
should we invest our money in the interest of thc 
other West Indian Islands? Why should we beco~vl~ 
the agents of certain other West Illillan Islands? If 
the British Government with all its capital cannot rlu 
that, why should little Rarliados be drawn into it y 

I do not see why we should be asked to do a Lhing 
like that. If the Secretarv of State wants to inveet 
money for that purpose, let him do so. We do not- -Ir- 
want any assurance that he may give in this matter 
We cannot go to London and tell them what to do up  
there. As an elected representative, of the neonle I 
anl saying that he shonlii not tell 11s what to do 1 
have no voice in London and I do not see whv 
should have so I Q I ~ C ~  preromtive o+*r flljs Houqe That 
is mv opinion and anv other honourable memhw 
can express his opinion. m a t  we should be interestei! 
in, Mr Chairman. js zetting houses for t h ~  mass of  
the geode gettinv land for them, o i v i n ~  theme more 
rhenr, food and doinv things of that nature: then 
this Governmenf wonld he onemtine: ritrhtlv. But. :o 
dn nl l  +home fovtWir t h i n ~ q  about which we know 
m t l ~ i n n  ic nr~nofiter1)11s. 



X 3ir. TALMA enters the Houne 
is speaking and takes his seat. 

Mr. A1)ADilS: Xr. Chairman,-& fa r  as tht: 
question asked by the senior member for  the (;ity is 
concerned, the answer is that the equipment is abso- 
lutely brand new; it is of standard make and ac- 
cording to the reports before me i t  most appears to be 
1u excellent condi0ion. 

The question that the further consideration of 
the Resolution be postponed i s  put and resolved in 
the negative, the division being as follow6 :- 

Ayes: Nessrs. IAEWIS, GARNER, T A U ~  S .  A. 
WALCOTT, WII.IKJNSON.--~. 

Noes: IVIWSI'D. 141OTPLEY) 8'.  L. WALCOTT, COX, 
FOSTER, IVLAPP, Wr .  CUMMINS, Blessrs. SPRINGELL, 
ADAMS, BLACKMAN, CRAWFORD, HAYNES, G m ,  anu 
Mr. SWAKEFL-13. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman,-I would like to say 
that I do not feel that if this Resolution was ~ o s t ~ o n e d  
yoli might get other technical advice so far  as 
ths equipment is concerned, but what you have 
to understand is that very often you come here 
to the House and either vote money or pass 
some Bill and while you are going down the s*rs, 
somebody tells you that if you had only known what 
he could tell you, at  least yoa might have post- 
poned t,he Resolution or the Bill m the case may be. 
l am not saying that that advice is always right. I 
am not saying that such an  advice may not be biased 
'but a he fact remains that honourable members hale 
to consult and get more information wherever they 
can I am saying that equipment which has been 
made for war purposes have got to be of a nature that 
if the enemy were to steal a part of the - c ~ h ~ l e  of i t  
they cannot easily make adjustments. That is the paint 
I endeavoured to make and I wanted to know whether 
i t  is purely wartime equipment or whether replace 
ments can be made if it is used in  peacetime. Those 
are thinqs we should I i 1 1 0 ~  and if the senio: member 
for St. Joseph cannot supply the information off-hand, 
he may be ~ b l e  70 supply it later on before I am called 
upon to vote thi:, WIT of woney. 1 have to-day heard 
from the floor of this Honse one of the griatest 
disappoiutments to the people of this country, that 
is, instead of 1,500 workers going to the U.S.A. this 
ypar. oniv 300 will be going and I have to satisfy 
my constituents. Again, this Eonse is made up  of 
rnemberq of three Parties, one of which is not repre- 
sented in the Government and if they ask that this 
illatter he postponed for further consideration I feel 
that I should support their request. 

The CHAIRMAN : The honourable me&er has 
already voted on :he question for the postponement. 

Mr. LEWIS: I am explaining that in addition 
to one fact there is another that is worthy of consid- 
eration. That is the way I feel about this matter. 
I ,sm willing to vote for this Resolution on the under- 
standing that my question is answered satisfactorily. 
I have not had a reply to the question I asked about 
the equipment that is to be bought by the Govern- 
ment Electric Inspector. I wish to have a definite 
answer beaause i t  was stated Qn the floor of the Howe 
that whatever equipment that could not be got locally 
would be imported. 

Mr. WILKINSON: Perhaps the senior mem. 
ber for St.  Joseph could give us some information 
about this. Sub-paragraph (a)  of paragragh 2 of 
the addendum states:-"Motor vehicles indudinz a 
heaw traotor, an wnbukme and a 24 ton six-wheel 
trclck." Can the honourable member tell us how 
many motor vehicles are there and whether they in- 
clude any jeeps ? 

Mr. ADAMS: There are one heavy tractor, o m  
ambulance, one 24 ton truck. The ambnlancc will Fe 
kept as an ambulance and there are no .jeeps 

i 1 ber 

I 

The CHAIli&idN : 
answer the question 

Will the honourable mem- 
of the junior member for  

the City? 
Mr. ADADIS: Every p e n q  of that £1,320 

set out in  the explanatory notes on the page of the 
Estimates dealing with the Government E'leatric In- 
spector. It states :-" Increase of 51,220 for the pur- 
chase of new equipment including wireless frequency 
measuring, monitoring and D/F equipment $1,050 ; 
interference tracing equipment £150; one record- 
ing voltmeter $50, one power factor meter $40, one 
precision amllleter 250; one high-voltage 'Megger' 
£100." He cannot purchase them twice. If he buys 
them from Seawell, i t  comes out of these funds and 
the £1,320 laPjp~. If !.e does not buy them from 
Seawell, he will import them. How, therefore, can 
he buy them twice? He cannot take any of this 
vote and spend i t  for anything else beaause i t  is spe- 
cifically stated how the %1,320 is to be spent. 

Mr. TBLMB; I would like to know what is the 
urgency about this platter. Why is it that we have 
received copies of this Resolution only yesterday and 
to-day ? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The senior member for St. 
Joseph has ,already expressed his regret that honour  
able members did not receive their copies before. If 
the honourable member was in  his place earlier he 
would have heard the explanation apd his question 
n;oulcl not 11s~-e ari3en. The senior member. for St. 
Joseph has already explained tbe reason for the ur- 
gency of the matter. 

Mr. TALMA: Although L did p ~ t  hpppen .to 
be in my seat I can still ask the question. I n  spllte 
of your position as Chairman-I anticipate how you 
may feel- 

The CHAIRMAN: It would serve no useful 
purpose if the entire Borne kept away and members 
come in one by one and ask for the explanati~ii. 
That is all I am saying. 

Mr. TALMA: Couldn't you have said what the 
statement was l 

The CHAIRMAN : It is too long for me to sag. 
&Ir. TALXA: Mr. Chairman,-I am saying 

that this procedure is entirely wrong. I cannot see 
the reason for pushing through a meagwe with which 
very few of the members of the HWse are not ac- 
quainted and! about which the members of the Execu- 
tive Committee probably know very little. I do not 
see the reason for pressing th,is Resolution to-day. I 
am speakinq on behalf of the people who sent me here 
(Cheers). I f  i t  is because the senior member for St .  
Joseph, the Leader of the House, is going to the 
u .8 .~ .  very soon and he wishes to show the American 
government- 

The CIIAIRMAN : The honourable member 
must not make any such imputations. 1 wish the 
honourable member mill make his remarks in  a Par- 
liamentary manner. 

&jr. TALMA: I have read that the honourablq 
member is leaving for the U.S.A. to day and if this 
is a gesture- 

The CHAIRMAN : That is not before the Con- 
mittee. 

Mr. TAIAlA: If this is a gesture to ingratiate 
himself,-a gesture with which ncne of the mem- 
bers of the House are acquainted,-if that  is the 
supgestion then I feel it is a n  absolute waste of time 
to be around here. Mr. Cdairrnan, I humbly beg - 
to apologize for any i d t i n g  remasks I have made, 
especially as f a r  as  you m e  concerned but  this IS 
the wrong w m  .to & Govpmx@ent Busilless. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Before you p u t  the clues- 1 
tion Mr. Chairman, I should like to say that I think 
that perhaps all things considered it is very fortun- 



ate from several p ion~s  of view that I have gone 
into this matter very thoroughly. 1 have &S- 

cussed i t  with several of the appropriate authorities 
and I am convinced to a certaian extent that we 
shall be well advised to acquire this equipment. 
However, if I had not agreed to it I am sure that 
the situation to-day would have been entirely 
different from what it is and I should have used 
my influence to see that i t  remains different. 
The honourable members who are pressing for 
more detailed information in this matter are per- 
fectly in order. To co me here and ask honourable 
members to vote &14,000 of the taxpayers' money 
purely on the say-so of people in whom, manifestly, 
they have no coniidence in as& a lot. But  the f a c ~  
remains that almost every question asked on the floo:. 
of the House to-day could have been answered to the 
satisfaction 09 every honourable iilenLber. Sir, inci- 
dentally, I need hardly relri~lld you but I am sure 
that like myself you reaijze that the House of Aspem- 
'bly is hardly the place to begin to train people; they 
should be taught elsewhere. I am saying that all these 
questions could have been answered and the senior 
member for St. Joseph could have begun by stating 
that four years ago the Secretary of State for th\: 
Colonies in a special despatch oriticized adversely 
the fact that the aeronautical wireless services at 
first were bekng operated by a private company instead 
of being a government concern. That was the major 
point in a n  appeal to the local government to take 
steps to acquire its own ground services rather than 
being entirely dependent on the services installed by 
someone else. And he might have gone further 
along the line mentioned by the junior member f o ~  
S t .  Michael and explained how edvantageously it 
would be to the colony, from the point of view of 
attracting other lines which do not come here, if we 
equip the airport with all the mott modern, up-to-date 
facilities and satis£\- to :he 1;mit honourable members 
and peopleoutside who may feel that we are so lack- 
ing in a sense of rcspons;biljty that we come here and 
fritter away &14,00 of the taxpayers' money. I am 
in complete agreement with this Besolution and, there- 
fore, I shall support it. But part a i d  parcel of 
the regrettable situation which hae arisen here to- 
day is due to the topsy-turvy manner in whlch 
public business is being conducted in t4k colony. 
You cannot make a silver purse out of a sow's ear 
a d  if we do not have the entire machillery of Go+ 
ernment operating on a proper basis you must ex- 
pect in the long run to hme  nothiig but chaos and 
even worse one of these days. Now, Sir, the appro- 
priate government offiaial went to the trouble, ex- 
pended the time and energy and what not in prepar- 
ing a most detailed mtnnorandnm which wodd have 
satisfied m,inutely every member who raised questions 
on the floor of this lIouse to-day, but the poor fellow 
in his profound ignorance made the mistake of putting 
that memorandum in the wrong person's hands ztnd 
he gave it to your. humble servant under the impres- 
sion that in  this Assembly matters relating to Com- 
munications of the Island were dealt with by  your 
h.imble servant. Like the senior in~mber  for Christ 
Church, 1 am forced to wonder, not ~ ~ h y  there is 
so much haste but what is the reaPon. what is the 
ulterior motive, what is the special cause, what is 
the real, real factor, what is the motive for the as- 
sumption of the responsibility of dealing with this 
Resolution by the senior member for St. Joseph. The 
senior member for Christ Church ventured to qnggest 
a motive. Perhaps, Sir, in pour q e r i o r  wisdom YOU 
are in a position to inform the House what 1s the 
motive- 

Mr. TBLMA: On a point of explanation. I did 
not ~uggest  any motive at all, but i t  does appear to the 
average, naked eye and to average semi-illiterate 
people like myself that there is a reason for so doing. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I only mention ;t in passing 
because I want both this Chamber and the public 
to be satisfied that if we were conductk Governmenti 
Business in a satisfactory and statesmanlike manner, 
all these questions which have arisen and which m y  
remain unanswered would have been answered to-day 
before this debate was concluded and the public 
and honourable members would have felt quite sat- 
isfied in thenir minds, when the report of the debate 
was made public, that the e lec t~d  representatives of 
the people were discharging their obligations and 
were, a.; is to be cxpected, qnitc mindful of their 
duty to the taxpeyers cf this country. I say, Sir, 
in conclusion, that i t  is fortunate, very fortunate 
that in this particular instance I am in agreerneni 
nit11 the motion before the Comm ttee, otherwise I 

the means by whkh I could get the material 
to make it perfectly plain to the Head of the Admin- 
istration that the people of this country deserve de- 
cent standards of adminktratioii, and a deceut policy 
in the conduct of Gove~nment Business; that they are 
entitled to ~t and must have it. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
is put and resolved in the affirmatire \ ~ t h o u t  division. 

PURCHASE OE A LORRY TO CONVEY WATER 

Mr. CRBWFOW: Mr. Chairman,-The next 
Resolution has, unfortunately, mme of the aspecta 
of the first, that is to say, we are  askking the leniemy 
of the Committee to deal with i t  without having 
put into circu?atioa copies of the RRsolution but if 
honourable members, after hearing what I have to 
say, want the matter postponed fpr a week I shall 
be willing to agree to ik postponmmt. I want to 
assure the Committee that i t  is a fairly urgent mat- 
ter; it is a matter over which there can hardly be any 
:ontroversy and i t  is a matter which in the interest 
)f the people concerned, v e  should deal with as 
?xpeditiously as possible. This Resolution is for the 
mm of £755 to meet the cost of purchasing a motor 
lorry, equipping it with a water tank for tbie con- 
veyance of water, and to provide for labour, materials 
2nd unforeseen expenditure in connection with the 
running of the lorry. The addendum states that OW- 

ng t the lack of a constant supply of water in ' the 0 Castle-Boscobelle District of St. Petm, and as a re- 
sult of a f u r t h ~ r  deterioration 'in the supply as the re- 
sult of the ~rolonged drought i t  is considered that 
neans should be found to provide a regular supply 
o that district for drinking purposes. It is accord- 
ingly proposed to purrhase a motor lorry and to 
:quip i t  with a tank of 700 gallons capacity in order 
!hat regular supply of drinking water may be made 
wailable to the persons living in the district and the 
3stimated cost of the lorry and tank and the cost of 
running it as follows :-(Capital Cash) one lorrv 
(nett duty free) £520. 16. 8., tank with nece*anT 
valves $83. 6. 8.. hose pipe and unforseen expen- 
liture £20. 16. 8. (Recurrent 'Expenditllre) r m -  
lene, oil, grease, etc. £43, driver and rlttendant £70. 
anforeseen ex~enditure sav £17, makina a total of 
£775 These estimateq n r p  based 9 n ~ r i o d  of three 
months because i t  is felt that within that time the 
water s u ~ ~ l v  will be so imnroved that thmp will he 
no further need to ntilize this vethoii o f  carrpina 
water for p e o ~ l e  in that district. Tt ;c ~ r o n o s ~ d  
illtimately to utilize the lorry in connection with t:'' --A 
r~-ormai7~t inn  of the mater supplv rwo+r~m~nded In 
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the Roddam report; in other words, when the neces- 
dity no longer arises for the conveyance oi water by * 
this lorry, we shaJl be using it to transport materim, 
t-quipment, Dose and so 011, whlch wib be necessary, 
Sir, in the lmge and compehensive scheme for the 
improvement and extension of the water 6upply sys- 
tem. I may add tha, there ard cwo or three other 
districts for which this lorry will be needed immeb- 
ately-a part of thR upper Christ Church area, and 
a part of the Church Village area in St. Philip which 
i s  suffering severely from a lack of water and has 
been so suffering for months. It is proposed, Sir, to 
use this lorry on Weren t  days during the week to 
supply water to these areas and I am sure that hon- 
ourable members, like myself, earnestly pray and 
hope that the conditions which make the procure- 
ment of this lorry necessary will soon cease to exist. 
I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. GARNER: I beg to second that. 
Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : Mr. Chairman,-The 

circumstances surrounding this Resolution are worse 
than those in connection with the one we just passed. 
In the former case we had a day's notice but we h a ~  . 
not had even a moment's notice in this case. HOW- 
ever, this a much more pressing matter. I know it 
is because I have visited the district where people are 
sder ing  from the lack of a supply of Government 
water. I am not surprised that the Government 
Waterworks Department is not being run satis- 
factorily. This is only a makeshift and as there 
are several lorries with tanks in the island which will 
su&ly this need I would suggest to the Government 

and it is a great reflection on any man's mentality 
when he tries to use the shortage of vater as if i t  is 
something some person is holding back and will not 
give while the other person is willing to give it. I make 
t h h t  statement because I note with g r ~ a t  disapproval 
that a member of thir Government, the introducer of 
this Resolution, wrote an article in whkh certain state- 
ments were made, not with Ihe Yea of helping the 
situation but of using such a serious situation like 
this for political purposes WO d1, Mr. Chair- 
man, as human beings realize our duties and our 
responsibilities to the people whom we have the hon- 
our to  represent. This is a matter that affects the 
island as a whole and I should like to say in conclusion 
that the sending down of this Resolution for this pur 
pose is a very thoughtful act on the part of the Gov- 
e r n ? t ~ t .  f w  wl4ich they ar.. I r l  be commended. 

Mr. SPRINGER: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that you report the passing ,of one Resolution in 
Committee of Supply and ask leave to sit again. I say 
that for this reason. If i t  is desir~ble, we may devote 
more time to the consideration of this Resolution but 
for the purpose of getting be10re the ,House the 
ICPSI'II:~~<III u11rcl is already pszted and which :S 

very urgent. I beg to move that you report the pass- 
ing of one Resolution and ask leave to sit again. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 

Mr. LEWIS: I would like to suggest to the 
senior member for St. Philip that during the luncheon 
interval he get a few typewritten copies of this Reso- 
lution to be handed around to members of the House. 




