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TEE 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT). 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday .  10th Jurte, 1947. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assern- 

bly met at  12 o'clock noon to-day. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. G .  B. Evmm (Speaker),  Mr. 
J. T. C. RAMSAY (Chairman of Com\mittees), Messrs. 
A.". S .  LEWIS, D. A. FOSTER, J. A. HAYNES B.A.. 
V. C. GALE, S. A. WALCOTT, J. H. WI~KINSON, o.B.E.: 

- E. L. WARD, H. W. SPRINGER, M. h., R. G. UP, 
P D. D. GARNER, W. A. CRAWFORD and M. E. Cox. 

After prayers, br.  H. G. C U M ~ S ,  Mr. F. L. 
\ W f i c o n ;  and Dr. W ~ S O N  enter the House and take 

' their seats. 1 

MINUTES 

F The Minutes of the meeting which was held on 

i! the 3rd June, 1947, having bee11 circulated are taken 

* * v  
as  read and confirmed. 

* .. 
NOTICES 

Government Notices are given as follows:- 
Mr. BLACKMAN : Resolution to place the sum 

df $117 a t  the disposal of the Gfvernor-in-Executive 
Committee to pay full salary to Miss E .  Millington. 
Assistant Mistress St. Michad's Girls' School, dur~zrg 
her absence from the Island te  ; , t t ed  a six-mcntll 

, Social Welfare Training Course in Jamaica. 
Mr. CRAWFORD: Resolution to place the sun 

of £1,500 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu 
tive Committee to  provide for ikt: sirpplv of water tc 
districts where the supply is inadequate. 

Mr. C U W F O R D :  Of my intention to movt 
the suspension of Rules 88 and 89 in  order to proceei 
to-day ~ 5 t h  the Resolution for E1,500 t o  provide t 

supply of water to certain districts. 
Mr. GRAWF'ORD: BS11 to authorise the pay 

ment of an additional pension to Arthur Evelyr 
Armstrong. 

f- Mr. SPRINGER: Of my intention to move thc 
- House into Committee of Supply at  the next meeting 

to codider  the money &solutions of which notic, 
has just been given. 

Mr. MOTTLEY enters the House an3 takes his seal 

Mr. GARNER ghes  notice of the followipg 
Iddress :- 

The H'ouse of Assenzbly 
To 

His ExceUenq the Govern.7~ 

The House views with considerable apprehepsiou 
,he increase in the number of unemployed and tht+ 
*egrettable absence of greater opportunities abroad 
:or work for our workera. 

d. The House is of opinion that it is essential 
Lhat large scale projects to relieve llnemployment he 
started at once and urge that Government under- 
bake, with all possible: expeditiousnw, the follow- 
mg:- = 

(a) Canalization of the Constitution river ; 
(b) Earthing, grading and levelling the side 

strips to the Runway a t  Seawell Airport, extension of ' 

the Runway to the Government's boundary and the 
zonstruction of a road around the end of the ex- 
tension. 

(c) Reconstruction of tenantry roads throughou~ 
the island; the Department of Highwaya and Tra:l? 
port to commence work at the earliest possible date 
on priority roads in St. 9ichae1, St. Andrew and St. 
Lucy. In the other parishes the H'ighmays Commis- 
sioners to send i n  their lists of roads a t  once, in  
order that operations can be started. 

(d)  A complete snrvey of the area with a view 
to the construction of the projected East Coast road 
-Bathsheba to Belleplaine road. 

(e) Construction of the Pine Estake Roads. 

3, The House is convinced that work on the 
above, if undertaken as f a r  as possible, simultane- 
ously, would provide employment for some time f ~ , r  
upwards of 3,5100 workers from every parish in t 
island, would place upwards of a million dollars 
circulation throughout the island, and, in additiM+ 
to the economic advantages which would accrutli ,* 

would also provide improvements which are needed" 
vitally in the island. 1 

On the motion of Mr. Cramford, seconded by 
Mr. Blackman. a Bill to authorize the payment of 
an additional pension to Arthnr Evelyn 1Qrmetrong 
is read a first time. 



COJIXITTEE O F  SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKEK: The first Ordcr to iesume 
Committee of Supply to ccusider the granL of sua~b 
of money for the service of tat! t iovern lne~~.  

Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the House 
resumes Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY being ill 

the Chair. 

REFUND OF C'USTOMS DUTY TO ST. MICHAEL'S 
COMMISSIONERS OF fIUL'PH 

1 A A i r .  C;halrman,-the nr3L 
f i e so l~~ lon  la tor tne sum of f31. l. l. to be g r a u ~ ,  
LO rue uornmssloners ok Health, as  a rerunu or ~ n e  
LusGOms lmporL Uuty paid on live oases 01 tipphi, 
gear and one crate ok wheels mcl axles, 111lpor~eu 1!1 

connection wlth the scavenging ok the City or firiu,.q. 
 own ana ~ t s  suburos. As will be seen krou L J L L '  

~iuuenaum. the scavenging of the City anu ~ t s  S L L U -  

uros 1s now done departmentally and this tlppmg 
gear and other articles were imported for the p u c -  
pose On several prevlous occasions resolutions 
llave been passed for a refund of duty and I am nu:, 
moving that this &solution do now pass. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWlS : Mr. Chairman,-This is a Hest) 

lution that honourai;le members will ilot dlsaglce 
LO but I think that tnis House, a5 responsible 
members of this community, should take the oppor- 
tunity to tell the Commissjoilers of Health of St. 
Michael that they must not only import equipmeut 
and get a refund of the duty but they must see to 
~t that the scavenging is done. If you walk dowr; 
Broad Street and look a t  the alley between Collir~s 
Ltd. and G. W. Hutchinson & Co. you can come t.3 
no other conclusion than that it is, a positive disgrace 
to any community, let alone one that says it is civil- 
ized. I think it is time that somebody report t h ~  
Commissioners of Health of St. Michael for nor 
doing their job. It is no use importing machinery 
and getting refunds and a t  the same time allom'ing 
a condition of &airs to exist that may result in ihc 
death of people. The gutter liest to G. MT. l1utcl1- 
Inson & Co. is in  a disgraceful condition. I have draw11 
attention to i t  before and I hope that the Commissio~~- 
ers of Health will do something about it. This ;< 
one disgraceful localitv I have noticed and if the-#? 
are others that  other honoul*ablz menlbers have seen 
they should bring them to thr attention of the ("0111- 
missionem. 

The question that this Resolution do now ph- ,~  
is put and resolved in the affirmative without divisinal. 

EX GRATIA GHAXT TO CASHIER I S  T11E POST OFFICE 

Mr. BLACKMAN : The next Itesolution, Sir, 
is for  the sum of S78. 2. 6. to be granted from the 
Treasury and plaaed a t  the dlspcsal of the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee to makt: an ex yratia grant 
to the Cashier in the General Post Office in respect of 
a loss of cash as a result of a robbery from t h ~  
cashier's cage. I have never seen a Resolution of 
tpis sort before but I feel that this is a very 
necessary one and I will give the reasons why T 
say so. The position is this: The Cashier in the 
Post Office left the cage on one occasion just for 3 

few seconds and went insiae. A young mar 
was in the corridor watching her movements. Ou 
another occasion she left and went to the private 
room and whilst she was there, that man took the 
opportunity to run  inside, go over the counter, 
take up t h b  money and run away with it. The 
individual who is suspected, was sc-n to go into 
a drug store in the City changing $5 bank notes to 
notes of a higher denomination and subsequently thc 

same man W L ~ O  has been suspected-l am saying that 
he is suspected as a result GI an mvestlgation by the 
a lnvestigatlon Uepartment. It 1s not 
what I thmk or what the l'ostmaster thinks, 
l'he matter was reported to the Police; they have 
gone mto i t  and tney are or t h ~  oplnlon mat 
~111s particular ind~vlaua_l 11s Yesponslbie Ior 
the roubery-n as arrested for stealing 8omewhex:- 
else ULLG 1s UL LLM, I I IULU~I IL  strvincy a SIX-month t e ru  
VI mprisonment m tilendary rrison. Now, the 
cashltr s cage in the k'ost Ottice IS dirferent from 
we  casnler cage in the &yal bank of. Ua&ada, .w 
Sarclays Bank or any of. the banks in  he City. The 
cashier's cage in the Post OBice is not covered and 
although the cashler, when she left the cage, locked 
the aoor and tosk the hey wlrn ner, ye: 1~ nas  posslul~ 
lor  somebody to gec over the top ofthe cage. The cash- 
iers' cages in the Banks have covered _tops and people 
cannot get into them when the cashiers leave them. 
l myself have often been in the Banks and seen 
cashiers leave their cages; all they do is simply sla,li 
:he ctoor behind them. The cashler In the Post Omce 
locked the door of her cage when &e was leaving 11 
but on account of the fact that the top was  no^ 

'covered, this young man was able to get a t  the m_oney. 
The cashier did all she could have done, all that 
I ever did when I was a cashier in the Post Oficl, 
all that any cashier in the Banks in  Brid, wetowji 
ever does, ,hat is, to lock the door and if, in the fact: 
of that, the money is carried away, i t  seems to me 
very hard that she should be made to lose this money: 
i t  seems extremely hard upon her and I would take 
the same view in respect of any other person who is 
the cashier. The Government has since covered th.3 
top of the cage and thir shows that the Goverrime.1t 
has admitted that i t  had not done what it should 
have done, otherwise the money would not have beeu 
stolen in that way. I t  is not the cashier's fault but the 
fault of somebody else that the money has been stolen. 
My view is that i t  is the Government's fault and 
do not see why the cashier should be made to l o s ~  
this money. This same person who is suspected by 
the Police was seen sitting on a rail of the corridor, 
and  another clerk was called to look at him so that 
he might be able to identify him; he had 
been watching the movements of the cashier. 
That same man is now serving a term of imprison- 
ment for stealing from somewhere else. So far  as 
I am concerned, i t  is perfectly clear to me that 1x0 

blame can be attached to the cashier and I now bet* 
to move that this Resolution do now pags. 

B Mr. SPRINGER : Mr. Chairman,-I b-eg t ~ l  
second that motion. This, in effect, Sir, is a syin- 
pathetic vote; it cannot be considered in any other 
light I am speaking now for myself. This is iiot, 
so to speak, a measure which the Government regards 
as a government measure. I t  is sent here on a fret? 
vote because i t  is not one of those things which ari.;.j 
in the normal course and opinions differ. The reason 
why I am seccnding i t  is because 1 am convinced in my 
mind that the clerk in question IS entirely guiltless as 
far as this loss is concerned. I am convinced' not 
only from my knowledge of the lady's character but 
also from her subsequent conduct. Immediately a f te r  
the loss was discovered-the very same day-sbe 
presented the Postmaster with the amount of money, 
obviously without any hope of getting it back. Well, 
that is not the action of anybody who is in any 
way involved, directly or indirtctlg, in a defalel~tioa. 
The Police are of the opinion-and it is even more 
than an opinion on their par t - tha t  this is an outside 
&air; they have reason to m p e c t  some individual 
who may or may not be the perpetrator of the theft. 
The honourable member who moves this Fiesolution 
points ouf that if the cage had been roofed-as i t  
certainly should have been-this robkcry would not 



nave occurred. Honourable'members wlll reallze that 
tins department 01 the Cost O t h q  is in  a seyaraxe 
room; the lady was away ror a short tune and the only 
posstble way to provide adequil',e protection was to 
nal e tue cage rouIeu. \lie know darlng thefts 
have been perpetrated in country in recent 
months. l have been the victim of one or two )f 
a most daring nature and it is not beyond belief or 
conception that someone scaled the counter, slipped 
n u  hand over  he uncovered cage and reluovea thz 
money. However, thle lady has nv legal claim ; she 
has been told so by the PostmasWr and she accepfd 
respoilsibility for the loss, having been in charge 
.ch'e money. The question now is whether this 1iou.se 
feels that if she pays half oi the ernount-$875- 
she will have been adequately punished for the 
carelessness, such as i t  was. Honourable members 
are bound to have soue dif6culty in supporting thi j  
Besolution. l have great U c u l t y  myself because- 
while I believe all I have just said, i t  is still a ddil- 
gerous precedent to establish, that is, where a person 
is responsible for a large sum of government money 
and he finds himself rob'bed of it, that the Covern- 
ment is to say that he is to be made to pay only pavt 
of the loss. I may add this : there are cases i n  which 
money has been found missing and the persons have 
been punished by dismissal but the money h- had 
to be found out of Public Officers Security Funds or 
other sources, so that, the Government has not bad 
to bear the loss. I n  this case, the Government h30 
been advised that i t  is not possible for  the 
Public Officers Security Fund to bear this 
loss and, therefore, if any relief is to be 
given her, i t  can only be given by the Legislature. 
1 support this Resolution as a compassionate grant. 
I feel that the lady is not so much to be blamed and 
shonlcl not be made, in the special circumstances of 
this case, to bear the full amount of the loss. At 
the same timle I realize that this is a matter of some 
difficulty and the principle can only be justified by, 
as I say, the special circumstanoes of the case anJ 
the report of the Police exoneratiqg her entirely from 
even gross carelessness in connection with the loss. 

Mr. TALMA: Before the question is put  I, too. 
would like to say that  I am in sympathy with t h ~  
lady in  question but from the legal point of vien. 
thlis lady in spite of her character and outstanding 
characteristics is liable. If, however, honourable 
members feel that, owinq to her outstanding qualities 
and her past record and family connections and 
things of that sort, no penalty should be imposed on 
her then I am willing to support  he proposal as an acl 
of grace on our part. I n  that way, we shall be show- 
ing that we sympathize with her in the loss which 
bias been sustained and that we feel that the money 
should not come out of her own pocket, especially 
when we bear in mind that Government servants are 
so badly underpaid. I f  I support this Itesolution, 
i t  is not because I feel that  she is not liable in law. 
I feel that she is liable in that she is guilty of gross 
negligence. It is not an act of God; it is not the 
result of any action on the part of the King's enemy 
nor anything of that sort. It is negligence on the 
lady's part ; but 'in view of her status, her past record 
and her connections, I hardly think that she would 
be a  arty to any theft of this nature. 

Mr. GALE: Mr. Chairman,-I have licjtened 
very carefully to the introducer of this Resolution 
and while I quite agree that it is very unfortunate 
that this thing has happened pet the lady in question 
will have to lose this money because she was in charge 
of it a t  the time when i t  was stolen. I have 17ery 
great gympathy indeed for her but ,  Sir, we are not a 
private concern. If I had a cashier in  mv business 
and money was lost it would be up  to me to sav that 
T exonerate her of all hlqme: that the mone~- is my 

~roperty and that I will stand the 10m. T h s  is In a 
omewhat M e r e n t  category. Tlus, to my mu, air, 
voula ue esGabusnJng a very clangerous prececienL. 

a t  any tune in the future money szolen Xrom 
mother cashier, would the Government be prepareu 
.U come W Lne ueglulabure auu *:K IOL. a b ~ . u l ~ b  "L bfie 
noney which has been stolen l 1 thmk tbs  15 a very 
lnique Resolution. Although 1 have the utmoht 
~ympathy for the lady in question I cannot vote for 
his  Resolution. I notice what the Goverlluzent, 
iccordug to this Resolutions will be beaxing half the 
~111ount of b he iuoney that is lost aiid that, as 1 sax, 
id1 be establishmg a very dangerous precedent. 
Again, Sir, I want to enquire from the introducer uf 
bls Resolution if these cashiers in Government de- 
partm%nts axe not bonded; if they do not carry a 
oond by a Guarantee Society, so that when things of 
this nature happen the Society, not they, pays the 
money. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: What I want to know is this. 
The honourable introducer of this Resolution actually 
mid-I hope I am quoting him correctly- that 
Jomeone was seen loitering i n  the corridor and 
another clerk was called so that he might be able to 
identify the person in future. I want to know if 
that was done after or before the theft;  if i t  was done 
before the theft, i t  seems to me that  somebody is an  
accessory before the fact because if scmebody was seen 
Loitering in  the corridor and the persons who saw 
him were of the opinion that he wng loitering there 
with some ulterior motive and then someone leaves 
the cage with the doo-., 1 take it, Mr. Chairman, un- 
locked, somebody, i t  seems to me, is a party to the 
theft. As in  all other matters, Mr. Chairman, things 
will leak out. There must be other members of this 
House who beside myself have visited this depart- 
ment and it is very difficult to convince any really, 
sane member of this House that somebody outside 
could so easily have carried away this money without 
having been observed. I ,  like the junior member for  
St. Michael, have great faith in the ntegrity of this 
emhier but I will be unable t3 create such a pre- 
cedent, knowing that in several other Departments 
there have been losse~ of cash and the clerks responsi- 
ble have had to actually pay the amounts. I am not 
ccnvinced a t  all, despite the force q i th  which $he 
mover of this Resalutio~ puts it forward. that I should 
vote for it .  As f a r  as the cage is concernled, if it is ad- 
mitted that the Government is responsible for not hav- 
ing made this cage burglary proof, that is one of the 
things for which we. as members of the Legislature, 
cannot be blamed and I repeat that if we vote this 
lnoney in these circumstances, we may be called upon 
next week or next gear to vote money jn similar cir- 
cumstanceq for other Departments. I regret that I will 
not be able to support this Rmolution. 

Mr. WILRTNSON: I also regret that I cannot 
vote for this Resolution. 1 am surprised, after hear- 
ing the honourable introducer of this Resolution, 
that he did not introduce a Rbsolution for  double the 
amount. Apparently, he admits, from what I have 
heard, that there is a great deal of incompetence as 
fa r  as the Post Office is concerned. Well, Sir, i t  is 
another case of nationalization; he admits that 
private Banks have cages with roofs but  that  the rjost 
office hns cages which are open at  the top. There 
is one thing, Sir, that is bothering me. The 
addendum states inter a& that the money could not 
have been taken without entering the cagp. To me. 
that means that the person who took this mone: 
either entered the cape through the door or climbed 
over the top of it. Can you imagine, Sir, anpone 
between the hours of 11 and 12 in  the daytime. with 
all the people in that Department, climbinp over the 
to? of that ca,ae, taking up  the money m d  getting 



back over without bemg seen by someone 1 I t  does 
not seem practical to me. The more practical sug- 
gestion is that the clerk in charge did not slam the 
door so that it locked and the theft may have taken 
place from inside. Like the honourable member who 
h m  just spoken I, personally, think that it will be 
an exceedingly dangerous precedent if this House 
pass this Resolution. The honourable introducer of 
this Resolution say8 that this clerk-I do not know 
who she is and I do not want to know-has been in 
the employment of the Government for some time 
and has given very faithful service. I sympatliia: 
with hex on that account but we mu& not encourage 
carelessness. To me, it seems that there has been 
some carelessnew in this matter. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I do not intend to bs 
qmpathetic. I would like to be realistic. After 
hearing what honourable members have said in re- 
spect of this Resolution I think we have to decide 

one way or the other. I f ,  as one horourable membzr 
said, 'it is gross negligence then the clerk should be 
dismissed without any sentimental feeling being dls ,  
played in the matter. If on the other hand, p u  believe 
that the lady acted in the normal, business way, theu 
y3u must come to the conclusion that i t  will not be 

fair to ask her to pay this $750. If you feel thlzt 
the lady concerned took all the iiecessars- normal pre- 
cautions which she is accustomed to take in the post 
office and at  this juncture something happened, the11 
it is inhumanly unfair to ask her to pay this money. 

Honourable members speak about cages in private 
banks but persons who hale visited these banks hav? 
seen cashiers leave their cages sometimes with the 
doors open. If i t  can be proved that this lady who 
was responsible for this money was grossly negligent. 
then she should be made to pay the moncy or w e  
should be dismissed; if on the other hand, she acted in 
I! manner in which any normal human being would 
have acted and the money has been stolen I do not 
think i t  is fair to ask her to pay any part of this 
money, whether i t  be a quarter, a half or seven-eighths. 
I am not, like the honourable introducer of the Reso- 
lution, saying that somebody jumped over the c a p  
nor am I saying, like the junior member for St. James 
has said, that somebody from inside may have taken 
the money. I do not know. But if you believe t h a ~  
the money was stolen by somebody inside or outside 
and that i t  was not the lady's fault then I fail to ?PR 

'how she shonld be made to pay it. 
Mr. TALMA: Before you put the question, Mr  

Chairman, I would like to linow how many cashier;' 
are attached to that particnlar section of the post 
office, whether anyone else has a key and whether 
this lady goes to breakfast between 11 a.m. and 12 
noon. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,-I am going to 11o 
what no other honourable member seems milling to 
do, although some have spoken in the same strain, 
that is, to move that this Resolution be rejected; it Is 
wrong in principle and no number of circumstances, 
with which you can surround it, can justify it. Th? 
same circunlstances which may make us sym~atheti~: 
in th's case can be manufacture3 for another case in 

the future. The only thing that is operating in my 
mind is that the present cashiers' position in the Post, 
Gffice is, T think. rni iqu~ in the \I-orlcl. Thev arQ 
in watertight compartments and nobody else in the 
post office can see them. I n  every other post office or 
bank you an see the cashiers and other clerks working 
at  their books. You cannot see then1 in this post office 

and you do not have to be as clever to steal in there 
as you have to be to take anvthing out of qomebody's 
motor car. There are times when there are many 
bags of mail being received or delivered and one has 
much difficulty in getting to the cashiers' cages. The 
cage in the Parcel Post goes almost to the roof but 

it, is not covered. There is one thing I want to he 
absolutely sure about and i t  js whether the Post- 
master has asked for proper protection for the 
cashier working in this unfor~unate cul-de-sac or 
whatever you like to call i t  m d  the Government 
has iefused to give i t ;  if that is so, then the 
menibcrs of the Government should pull this 
money out of their own pockets ; if the Postmaster did 
riot ask for that protection, he should pay it. I would 
like to let the honourable introducer of this Resolu- 
tion know that I am in entire sympathy with the 
case. I am in sympathy with him and the sentiments 
which he expressed, but I cannot, as a representativl: 
of the people, create this precedent. I would like him 
to tell me whether the Attorney General of this coloay 
has been asked for an opinion as to whether 'his 
cashier is really responsible. I understand that with- 
mt the protection of a roof to the cage, the cashier 
in that department is not even given anything for 
shortage as is done in some of the other Government 
offices; so that there is a whole lot of blame to bz 
attached to somebody and we do not know where ta  
attach it. If the Attorney General has not been ask9ri 
for an opinion as to whether the cashier is responsible 
for this moncy I am willing to alter my motion to one 
for the appointment of a Select Committee or thc 
postponement of the Resolution to enable that opinion 
to be obtained. I think it is extremely hard that the 
cashier, in the qircumstances, shonld have to pay this 
money but I do not think i t  is right that the Honour 
able the House of Assembly should vote i t  from the 
Treasury. I beg to move that this Resolution be rch- 
jected because I would like it taken off the Order 
Paper. 

Mr. HAYNES: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BLACKMAN : Before that is done, I woul l 

like to answer some of the questions which have been 
asked. One question was about the number of cashi31.s 
in this department. There are three cashiers. Th? 
other cash5ers were at breakfast when this robbery 
took place, 90 that this was the only cashier in :he 
place at  the time. As I pointed out already, each 
:age has its own lock and the cashier locked th;s 
particular cage and carried the key with her. There 
m no question about anybody being able to get in+o 
~t except the person climbed over as the man outside 
would have done. I do not see how the cashier cou!d 
possibly have done more than what she did. She 1s 
:ken a cage in which to work; that cage has a lock; 
she locked i t  and took the key with her and I do not 
;ee that she could have done anything more. I t  
reeins to me a normal procedure, so far  as the post 
~ffice is concerned. I am of the opinion that the 
noney could not possibly have been taken thronzh 
'he door; that is my opinion and I feel that this lady 
-oak all the precaution she could have taken. T i~o  
genior member for the City asked whether this man 
was seen before this robbery took place. The m m  
was seen in the corridor and the Police suspected him 
of hayin? committed the theft. There is nothing on the 
file ta .;horn that the opinion of tl:e Attorney General 
has been asked for. B'ut the Attorney General is a 
nember of the Executive Committee and was present 
@hen it was decided that this Resolution should Fe 
sent down. The only thing on the file is the report of 
:he Police and i t  says that they believe it is this m-ln 
.;h0 stole the money. He is the man whom they s w .  
pect ;md. as I have said, that sitrne man has since been 
imprisoned for robbery at  some other place. That 
s all the explanation that I can give. 

Mr. W-ARD : II am not perfectly satisfied in nly 
nind to put the onus on the cashier yet, so I certainly 
'eel that this House would be wise to postpone this 
Resolution temporarily until we get some further 
nformation, and the Attorney General mill be able 
o go into the matter and tell this House whether the 
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cashier is liable or not. A t  the present moment i t  
seems as if the Government is liable for the cause oi 
this theft. The mover of the Resolution just ;aid 
that  there are supposed to be three cashiers in   is 
department; another honourdble lnember said that this 
cage is practioally in a squeezed area where very few 
people can see the cashier. I feel that the cashier, lrnow- 
ing that her cage is in a secluded spot, was wrong to 
leave i t  exposed so that an individual could take np 
the money whether by means of climbing over the 
top or going through the door, but only to be sure 
that I am not going to do her anything mrong I f e 4  
we should get the opinioa of the Attorney General 
because a t  the present moment the Executive Com- 
mittee seems to be giving its own opinion and not 
using the Crown Law Ofticer to give the opinion. l 
beg to move that the further consideration of this 
Resolution be postponed. 

Mr. BSOTTLEY: I am going to second that anJ  
I do so after hearing the reply of the introducer c;f 
the Resolution who said-and I must accept his state- 
ment-that the cage was locked. If you put a cashier 
in  a cage and she actually takes all the precautions 
necessary, the case would appear to be similar to that 
of locking the money in the safe and somebody steal- 
ing i t  during the night. But I am surprised that a 
legal opinion has not been sought by the Government 
to see what actually should be done in the matter. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I would just like to say for the 
bknefit of my colleague that even if the cage was 
locked, he must come to the conclusion that w i t h o ~ ~ t  
a covering at the top the full necessary protection 
was not given. Anybody who goes there and says 
that the full necessary protection is given will he 
mrong. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I accept the motion for the 
postponement of the Resolution. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman,-In view of the 
attitude of the honourable mover of the Resolution 
I beg to withdraw my motion, a t  this stage, for tht 
rejection of it. 

The CHAIRMAN: The junior member for St. 
John has to obtain leave to postpone the Resolution. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I ask leave to postpone the 
further consideration of this Resolution. 

There being no objection, leave is granted and 
the Resolution is postponed. 

On the motion of Mr. SPRINGER, seconded by Mr 
Cox, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of one Resolu- 
tion and the postponement of another i n  Committee 
af Supply and asks leave to sit again. 

The House resumes. 8 

RESOLUTION R E  DISTR.IBUTION OF WATER 
WITHDRAWN. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker,-I ask leave 
to with'draw the Resolution for S755-Resolution 
No. 4--in order to substitute the Resolution for £1,500, 
af which I gave notice earlier in the day. 

Nr .  RAMSAY: Mr. Speaker,-I do not know 
if it is a matter of tweedledum and tweedledee but 
these amounts do not correlate and I am wondering 
whether the honourable member should not move for 
the suspension of Rules 88 and 89. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Philip is withdrawing Resolution No. 4 on 
the Order Paper in  order to substitute a Resolution 
dealing with the same subject matter. I s  the honour- 
able junior member for St. Peter objecting 4 

Mr. R.AMSAY: No, Mr. Speaker. 
There being no objection, Resolution No. 4 is 

withdrawn and a Resolution for 81,500 is substituted 
therefor. 

SUSPENSION O F  RULES 88 AND 89. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I now beg to move that 
Rules 88 and 89 be suspended in order that  the Reso- 
lution for S1,500 may be dealt with to-day. 

Mr. SPRINGER: l beg to second that. 
The question that Rules 88 and 89 be suspendad 

is put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 
Mr. CRAM7FORD: I beg to move that it be an 

instruction to the Committee of Supply, when the 
House is in Committee of Supply, to consider the 
Resolution for 81,500. 

Mr. BLACIIIIAX: I beg to second that. 
The question that i t  be an instruction to the Com- 

mittee of Supply, when the House is in Committee 
of Supply, to deal with the Resolution for £1,500 is 
put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I beg to move that Your 
Honour do now leave the Chair and the House resuma 
Committee of Supply. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
The question that His Honour do now leave the 

Chair and the House resume Committee of Supply is 
put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the H o w  
resumes Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY being in 
the Chair. 

PURCHASE OF MOTOR LORRY TO CONVEY WATER. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Chairman,--The Reso- 
lution with which we are now about to deal is for 
&1,500 to be placed a t  the disposal of the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee to provide for the supply of 
water to districts where the supply is inadequate. 
The reason for substituting this Resolution for :,h$ 
one on which a discussion was commenced last week 
is to increase the amount of money to be voted for 
this purpose. As I explained last week, this money 
is needed because owing to the lack of a constant sup- 
ply of water in  certain districts of the island d the 
serious hardships suffered by residents in those d i r  
;ricts in  consequence, i t  is felt that the Governmsnt 
should endeavour to afford some measure of relief to 
them. We are, therefore, endeavouring, with the 
money for which this Resolution asks, to provide 
neans of supplying these people with water. Njw, 
sir, as I said last week, the districts which are suffer- 
mg from this lack of water are mainly in the parishes 
~f St. Peter, St. Philip, Christ Church, and also in 
certain parts of St .  Lucy and 3t James. When we 
legan the discussion last week, the senior member for 
Jt. James suggested that one lorry would not be 813-  
Ecient; that suggestion has found favour with the 
Government and i t  is now proposed to endeavour t~ 
obtaiu two lorries. The suggestion was also made that 
we might rent lorries rather than purchase them. 
With that I do not agree. If we are going to expend 
this money I feel that we should have something to 
ghow for it and in  any case, as I pointed out last week, 
these lorries will be useful for the transport of equip- 
ment in  future. Even now, it must be borne in  mind 
that the Waterworks Department actqally rents every 
year a lorry under contract, so that if we purchase 
these two lorries I am sure, Sir, that we shall not be 
expending government's money a t  a disadvantage. 
Now, Sir, there is only one other point I want to make 
and i t  is this. I am not in  the habit of noticing every 
comment; more important still, it depends, Sir, on 
who makes the comment. But  last week when we 
were dealing with the Resolution for this purposa, 
the senior member for St. Peter declared that some- 
body was making political capital out of the wfler- 



kgs,  of the people. I do not know exactly what he 
means by that. I do not know if, for  instance, he 
means to suggest that somebody in this Chamber 
caused the drought in  St. Peter in order to be able 
to provide a lorry with a tank containing water to 
help t.he people down there. If I had the power to 
impose a drought of any sort, that drought I would 
impose on the flow of nonsense which I hear in this 
Chamber from time to time. 

The CHAIRMAN: I am wondering whether 
the honourable member can accqse this Committee of 
a flow of nonsense. I am afraid the honourable mem- 
ber is treading upon dangerous ground. The honour- 
able member must not refer to the remarks of m e w  
bers of this Committee as nonsense 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am not talking about the 
Committee a t  all. 

The CHAIRMAN: You are speaking about re- 
marks which are made on the floor of the House. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : With all due respect to your 
ruling I submit that the allegation is qujte simple, 
quite feasible. I n  the House of Commons, its mem 
bprs are accused of even worse. 

The CHAIRMAN: The Chairman would not 
Like to have such remarks used about an  Assembly of 
this sort. 

Mr. Cl3AWBORD: My dear Mr. Chairman, it' 
I really called it by the m e  it deserves, it wauid 
be unparliamentary. 

The CHAIRMAN: I agree. 
Mr. CRAWFORD : What is the position ? The 

honoumble member referred to the fact that some 
article appeared in a newspaper referring to the 
drought in  St. Peter and suggesting that the Govern- 
ment should use a lorry to supply the people with 
water. Well, all his observation means is that the 
Government was apparently mnsible enough to adopt 
the wggestion appearing in the art& in the news- 
paper; that is all it means and with regard to the 
newspaper to which he has referred, if the Govern- 
ment would only adopt more of the suggestions whici: 
appear in i t  from time to time I can assure the 
honourable member that  the people in  St. Peter who 
elect him to represent them would be better repre- 
sented. After all, if members of this Committee had 
had the opportunity that I had of going to St. Peter 
on the occasion, even before the Government was 
made aware of its responsibility and adopted that 
suggestion, when a private individual took upon him- 
self to supply the people with water and had seen 
what I have seen, this Resolution wotlld be passed in 
five minutes, without any comment a t  all. Sir, it, 
was a most heart-rending spectacle. Men, women, 
and little children were actually crushing and squeez- 
ing one another to get a little c ~ f  the precious fluid 
and I actually saw the Manager of the Waterworkff 
and his inspectors taking buckets from the children 
and trying to get some of the water for them before 
the contents of the tank was disposed of. A n y b o d ~  
who happened to be on the &pot realized the value of 
what was being done: the Government realising that 
i t  is of some use to the people has acted on the sug- 
gestion and I doubt whether it is reasonable or fair 
or sensible for anybody to suggest that political 
capital is being made out of the sde r ings  of the 
people. Certainly, Sir, there w_as absolutely no 
justiflcation for the allegation. To get back to the 
Resolution, it is proposed that we should endea~our 
to  get two lorries, equip them with tanks and send 
them to those afFected areas. I sincerely hope that 
the Almighty will smile on and that we shall soon 
get some rain, so that i t  will not be necessary to have 
to relieve the people in this way, for the simple 
reason that vater i~ a prime neees~itx-. I f  we use 20 

lorries, I. am sure we shall not be able to supply the 
water which all the people who are d e c t e d  by thm 
prolonged drought need. I beg to move that thls 
Kiesolutlon do now p m .  

JLr. H L 3 C L u , l N  : 1 beg to second that. 
Mr. S. A. WBLCOTT: As you know, Sir, I am 

in  agreement with these lorries carrying water to 
the suffering people t h e e  districts but I am still 
not in agreement with buying the lorries. I think 
that it is a short-sighted policy. It will be much 
quicker to rent lorries and get this business going 
than to wait to purchase two and equip them with 
tanks. 

&Q. CRAWFORD : I do not want to interrupt 
the honourable member but  I jwt want to pass on 
some information which may be of use and which 
inay save some time. We hope to get the lorries from 
other Government Departments; they are already in 
the island. The Departments will have no use for 
them shortly and we will take them over. 

Mr. SPRINGIER: I agree with the senior mem- 
ber for St. James that  it will be pointless to buy 
lorries and have them equipped with tanks if there 
are lorries with tanks immediately available, 
but they may not be entirely suitable for  the purpose 
ancl in that qase we propose to buy our own. 
That i& the view of all of us. For immediate pur- 
poses, t h e 3  are lorries with tanks but they are for 
hire and not for  sale. People who want their lorries 
are not going to sell tliem and for immediate pur- 
poses we propose to use lorries which are available 
on hire terms because those as the only terms that 
are available but we must get our awn as soon as we 
can, so as  to be independent of other people's. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : That is a w r y  satis- 
factory answer. As long m there are lorries which 
can be utilized at  once for this purpose, that  is per- 
fectly all right. Now, with regard to the supply of 
water from a private well, I think, Sir, I know where 
that well is situated. Enquiry has been going on 
for the last three weeks in the matter and nothing 
has been done about it yet. The people are suffering 
very badly throughout the whole (island, not only in 
the districts which were mentioned a week ago. Thp 
centrifugal pump which used to pump the water has 
broken down and what is worrying me now is where 
is the water to come from when we get the lorries. 
There are centrifugal pumps which, I think, call be 
loaned in the island-not electrically but &teain 
driven-and I would like to know if the boiler is 
capable of driving an extra pump now. 

Xr .  WARD : Mr. Chairman,-There is no vile 
who would sympathize with this Resolution more than 
I would, because in my district which is very near 
to Boscobelle we have not seen water for  the past 
eleven weeks, not even a drop. I feel that the* 
Government should issue a plain statement letting 
the community know the situation in t'oto as regards 
the water supply. The people do not realize the calam- 
ity that is likely to befall them. Now, sir, i t  is 
well known to most people that the electric pump 
at the Belle broke down within the last few days 
and I feel that the Government should have said 
something about that incident when this Resolution 
was being introduced. The senior member for  St. 
James s a p  that it will be more economic to h i r ~  
lorries. I feel so too but to hire only two or three 
lorries for this purpose is a waste of time You 
will have to have a t  least one dozen or two dozen 
lorries. Mr. Chairman, I conveyed water one d;..- 
in a tank containing 900 gallons for my labourei< 
and thev dis~osed of i t  in half a hour. You must 
remember that these ~ e o p l e  have to wash clothes 
besides mina water for domestic 3urposes and vhm 3 .  --a 



you carry a tauk lv l~u  ouu gau*  VL \,,,L. .,, ,,,,,, 
you are oluy gomg to create scene$ and have Gowi 
proceebngs because the geople are going to ngh, one 
anocner to ges some of. boat water. We are lllavlug n 
joae oi tU thug.  When water is being glveu. wa:; 
m c e r t m  parts of St. Lucy, the people cougregat,e iy 
nunureds to ge;eL some ok it. Yeople leave Lnelr 
nomes a t  half' past five o'clock in the mornings to go 
m search o i  water and sometlmq do not ge, bacK LO 
meir homes until hall past five o'clock in the even- 
ings; that IS a fact. Some people do not work sonw 
ctays in order to be able to go 111 sear211 of water and 
l think that the Government should make the most 
strenuous &ort to reIiave the si~uation. The G~veru -  
ment should get in touch with qome of clle owuerj 
of privata wells and ask them to allow people to 
~ a k e  water from those wells for mashing purposea 
and let the lorries convey water for  drinklug piir 
imes. Those are things which, 1 feel, the ~ o v -  
ernment should go into seriously. The Governnleut 
s0ould not do anything in a half-hearted manner. 
If i t  is going to give water to one, i t  should give it 
to all. With regard to the pump a t  the Belle, 
honourable members will remember that a few months 
ago that same pump a t  the Belle gave trouble and 
rhis Government should have imported spare parts 
and kept them in stock Any private businessman 
who deals with machinery carries spares The 
Government can get anything it wants if i t  really 
tries to get it. I know that if the Government says 
to the Colonial Office "we want certain machinery to 
supply the people with water," i t  will get it. I am 
sure that if the UTaterworks was a private concern, 
i u  would not be in the condition that it is in to-day. 
No business that is being supplied with electric 
current has had to close dowll owing to the lack of ;7 

supply of that current but I am sure that if the 
Government had to supply electric current, many 
people would close down for want of a supply of 
current. I am in very much sympathy with this 
Resolution. We must t rv  and relieve the populatiar, 
of this island by gi~.inc them m t e r  but if the 
Government thinks that i t  can be done with two c r  
three lorries, i t  is only wasting time. Another SUE- 
wstion I would throw out ta the Government is that 
vhen these lorries are beinc filled thev should not 
he filled by pumm but from the hydrants 

'The CHAIRMAN : That is a matter of detail. 
Mr. WARD : I suggest to the Government to 

get in touch with some of the owners of private wells 
and ask them to give the people water for washing 
purposes, not for drinking purposes because the water' 
from wells could not he used for drinking purposes. 
I feel that if that was done. we would be able to tide 
over the difficulty for the time being. 

Mr. HAYNES : Mr. Chairman,- I do not want 
to delay the passing of this Resolution but i t  seems to 
me that this idea of purchasing lorries by the Govern- 
ment is not going to work. We have had a l i t t l ~ ~  
experience already a5out this Waterworks Depart- 
ment. Here i t  is, a pump has broken down withill 
the last few days and by the Manager's statement in 
the newspapers, there were 20 bearings worn OX:. 

due to the fact that the pump has b e n  seriously 
neglected. I went around and made enquiry and l 
discovered that only o,;e of the two foundries in ib(' 
island is working on these repairs. Now, Sir, js 
that not a glaring example of incompetence? 7t 
is not 8 question of nationalization because any CO?- 
tern that is not being. properly run, whether i t  15 
private or not. will always be a failure. This concern 
is a failure because it is not being properl? rug 
If the Government goes and buys Lhesc lorries, i t  
will be them in onlv one naraae for repairs 
and we will see the whole lot of them !ined un 
frolrt of one place waitiha to be ~ m a l d .  I am 

hoping that no lorries will be 'bought but will b2 
rented for this purpose. I think that.$ & a h g r a c ~  
that everybody is suffering from the want of water , 
ind SO little action is being taken to relieve the 
situation. I feel that this ~ a t t e r  should be exposed 
and 1 am only hoping that the senior member for St 
Philip - he is a very active member generally -- 
will enquire into this matter and get it straitened 
out because it is really a serious matter. Even the 
senior member for St. Lucy pannot distil rum 
(Laughter) ; it has become so serzolEa as that. I do . 
not know whether the rum has improved since watzr 
is not so plentiful (Eenewed Laughter) but 1 am 
hoping that some improvement will take place Irk 

the water supply of the island 
Mr. TALJIV~B : l feel very happy to see tlm 

Iiesoluuon belore us L O - U v .  I WOU& to brl~lg 
LO tile abtentlon 01 ths bommittee that iour weeks 
dgo I dkeO a queb~10U &long TlllS l u e  u d  Only to-Wy, 
now ~ n a t  the water shortage ana  the drought are 
on to the fuQes~ exoeut, now that the matbeg 14 
al~ecting the island as a whoie, we see anytkng 
constructive being attempted. Well, Sir, I heard .L 
remark just now to the effect that well water cannot 
be urunken but l can assure you that 1 had the 
privilege of drinking some recently. .If water from 
weus 1s thought to be incapable of being utilized 
anu consumed by human 'beings, I feel that the 
lkpaltmeiit  of Science and Agriculturg could prob- 
ably use come chemical whereby well water can bc 
utilized. Then, Sir, the question which would ark3 
is:  would the 21,500 be suffic~ent ro plovide equipment 
&or all the various districts in  when Lhe people are in 
need of water 1 This i:, a matter which should nat 
36 rvgarded in a jocular way as some honourable 
vembers seem to regard it. I f  people cannot ge_c 
water. to drink, the position is certainly serious; 
$0 1 am suggesting that instead of having only t w : ~  
lorries, we should have two for the larger districts 
intt a t  least one for each of the smaller districk. 
This is a half-hearted attempt at trying to relieve 
the situation. Relative td the statement whLch 
tppeclrs i11 the Press about 20 bearings being worn out 
that is evidence that past Governments have becu 
neglectful because if 20 bearing6 are worn out some- 
thing has been wrong for some time; so that thab 
cannot be levelled a t  the present Coalition Govern- 
ment. This Coalition Government cannot be respons- 
ible for that ;  that has been happening over 20 years 
ago. I am not trying to 'blame the Coalition G w -  
ernment for that ;  that is something that has besii 
happening for a long time. A t  the moment, a lot 
of people are saying that the present Labour Gov- 
ernment hae done thet. It has not done that am: 
it is unfair to them (Cheers). There 'S one further 
point. Almost the whole of Christ Church is in 
dire need of water, even the up-to-date districts of 
the parish. When I say "up-to-date" districts. 
everybody understands what I mean. I refer to thc 
Hastings and mZlorthing districts where the hotels 
are located. I happen to be a labour representative 
but when i t  is a question of necwi ty  I am interested 
in all classes. In this instance I sneak as much on 
the behalf of the peopla who live in those districts 
ars I speak on the behalf of the man in the stmt. Up 
to yesterday a f t e r n ~ n  I visited my constituency and 
the poor people in  the back part of Christ Church 
have been getting vater  from wells through the 
assistance of plantation owners who have been good 
and kind enough to let them take water from their 
wells. Many of these people have not seen govent- 
ment water for over a week so it stands to  reason 
that two lorries will not be snflcient to cover the 
whole area. 

Mr. MAPP : 1 do not want to hold un  the 
passing of this W l u t i o n  much longer. While T 



regret the cmmrnstances that make a Resolution hl ic  
tnls necessary 1 do not think i t  can serve any u s e m  
purpose by ca.uing attention to the deplorable cun- 
ditiom that exlst. I thmk we car, very much set 
our minds on talung steps to remecy rather than 
repeat these conditims which are well known to 
everyaoay m t h u  ~sland.  There is just one gspect 
ot tne olutter to whch 1 &odd  Like to call attentiol; 
to-day and it LS thac m a supposedy alvibseu c o m u n -  
ity like Barbados, the state of a a a q  that has takep 
place ln boscobeue should have been allowed to exLst 
Ior duck a long time 'but I do not attach blame to 
me bentral kiovernment whuh has many proulems 
to thlnk about. l lay the blame on our deplorault 
machmery of local government that exist9, a t  prese~;~. 
Gan you lmaglne a coucbtlon of aEa r s  like this m ! ~ n  
a proper system of local government I ' lne exlsans 
machinery of local government w~ establisneu 1n 
oraer that the needs of the people could be m o ~ c  
closely and more quiddy attended to. It we had :r 
Vescry m St. Peter that was functlonmg propexlj 
ao you think that we would be called on a t  t h ~ s  
late hour to effect a curs for a condition that existeti 
for  such a long time 7 It just shows you that ou:. 
syslem of local government should be such as would 
give them power to deal wlth a matter of tills sot-t. 
l'he vestry is there for that - 

The CJIIAINVIAN : The Vestry ie nothing to 
do with this Besolution before the Committee. 1'h:s 
Resolution is for a certain amount ot inouey to 
provide a supply of water for people lil ce~ . ta , .  
districts. 

Mr. MAPP : But, Mr. Chairman, I have tho 
right to call attention to our systeni of local Rove i l .  

ment. 
The C H A I R U N :  You are not golng to be 

allowed to discuss the Vestry in  this matter. 
Mr. MAPP: We arc discussing measures to 

releve this situation and I am suggesting one means 
by which i t  could have been relieved. I say that the 
Central Government should step in quickly and so 
organize our local government that such a state of 
aeairs should not occur again. The local Bodies 
should be in touch with the people and their condi- 
tions and should be able to afford them quick relief 
mAen a conclitloll lilic thi- n r i w .  

Mr. COX: I would like to make a few remarks. 
First of all, much as we regret the situation that 
exists to-day, i t  cannot be handled overnight. This 
is something that is deep rooted and there is a very 
10nq process t o  go through before it can be made 
r;mht. The senior member for St. Lucy made 
reference to this Government when he was talking 
about the pump a t  the Belle which went out of service 
mmetime ago but what he has forgotten is the fact 
that at  that time this Government was not in power. 
The Government that existed at that time was a 
Government that, so long as its members and their 
neonle got the thinss that merc necessary, &id not 
give a hang what happened to the majority of the 
people. That is the cause of the position that ~x i s t s  
to-day and I would like to sap that if thev do not 
t ry  and let us marshal our forcos and do the things 
that are just and right in the interest of everybody, 
instead of a shortage of water we are going to get a 
back-fire all over the island that will incinerate every- 
one of us. This position needs changing and all the 
people! in  the better position ought to realize that 
ch and every individual has aspirations and they 
ould also learn to respect their fellow creatures. 

This condition of affairs could have been avoided. 
had former governments planned to give the ~ e o p l c  
all over this island water freely and in the absence 
of that, i t  hapnens now that even in the lobby of tEk 
TTol~fe there is no water today.  S3 you SW that 
while you tnr  to suffer others. at, t i m ~  o r  ofher-- 

The CHAIRMAK: I must not allow the hon- 
ourable member to say that a Government tried tb  
suffer anybody. That u an arguiiwnt w:licll the 
Chair will not permit. 

Mr. COX: I am sorry that that is your fe-ling 
about i t  but I happen to know their mentality. 

The CHAIRNAN : There is no evidence to sup- 
port such a statement. 

Mr. COX: I am saying that i t  is necessary, 
seeing the position as i t  stands, for each and every- 
one of us to come together and work in  the interest 
of the people. 

Mr. FOSTER: I am going to support the 
passing of this Resolut&n. I heartily agree with 
the senior member for St. Lucy. I happened to reside 
in Boscobelle in the past fortnight and I saw people 
from Haggatt Hall and other neighbouring districts. 
g ~ i n g  both n'ght and day in drov-s in search of \vater. 
I sympathize with them because water is one of the 
necessities of life, one of the most essential things. 
in life and I heartily agree with him that two lorries 
are insufficient. I would be in favour of the Gowrn- 
ment sending two or three dozen lorries to relieve 
the situation down there. 

Mr. GALE: I only rise to ask honourable mem- 
bers to let us pass this Resolution if i t  is to be passed. 
All these recriminations about this Government and 
former Governments can get us nowhere. m a t  we 
vant  is to t ry  and get something done in the future 
and when these Resolutions dealing with a supply 
of water come down, t ry and get them passed as: 
quickly as possible. There is a n o t h ~ r  Resolution on 
the Order Paper in connection with the Waterworks 
~vhic11. 1 hope, will be dealt with to-day. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman,-When 
I spoke on this matter on last occasion I made i t  quite 
clear that I stood in favour of the Resolution because, 
as i t ,  was then, worded, i t  related to districts that 
1i~pp:n to be in the constituency which I have the 
honour to represent. I said then that when I came 
back to Barbados in April I found that there was a 
serious water shortage which became more acute. 
You, Mr. Chairman, as the other representative of 
that parish, can testify that we both visited this area, 
not with our hands empty bat with some receptacles 
containing water, so that we ahoald not only look on 
d h  sympathy but would assist the people by giving 
them water. No human being can be against this 
Resolution because i t  means water and human beings 
Lro not born yet who can do without water; so that 
it is fantastic or ludicrous for anybody to think that 
a Resolution of this sort could meet with opposition 
in any part of the world. I particularly made strong 
representation to members of my group that a Reso- 
l~ition such as this should be for the benefit of not 
nnlp people in St. Peter but  in any part of the island 
snd that local authorities should be requested to look 
&er the distribution of this water just as they now 
suggest sites for the erection of standpipes. This 
is a matter of importance; it is nothing that I care 
to make a political stand upon because I feel that 
~t is vital and is something over which we have no 
3onitrol. As far  as I am concerned, no honourable 
nember, in this House or outside, can accuse me of 
mything but as long as I have this tongue and this 
wad which God has given me and I am capable of 
min.. them I shall do so to the best of my abilits-. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairman,-I am going to 
;nggest to  the honourable member in charge of this 
Resolution to accept a slight alteration in the w o ~ d -  
ng because there must be districts in which there 
9 no government supply of water and I presume 
hat they will he taking water to those districts also. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: T h o ~ e  are covered. 
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Mr. LEWIS: The water supply is badequate 
in many parts of the lsl.md and if you are gomg to 
supply water where there is no water main, let tnose 
people see that they are included ,in this Resolution. 
The next thjng is this. It is all very good for the 
junior member for St. MichaeL to counsel members 
of this House to get through this Resolution as quick- 
ly as possible-I am sorry that he is not in his place 
-but what he must realize is that on the Govern- 
ment's own admission these matters are not properly 
considered. If this matter had been decided on 
Tuesday last, a Rlesolution would have been passed 
for 5755 and that is the amount which, the Govern- 
ment would have used. Its members have been given 
a week to reconsider i t  and they have tabled a motion 
to-day for nearly twice the amount One wonders 
what would have happened if another Resolution had 
been postponed for a week. That is the first criti- 
cism I have to offer. The next thing is that I think 
the Government s b u l d  state definitely that the wells 
from which it is going to get water will be dug under 
its supervision, and that they will be inspected regu- 
larly to discover if the water is contaminated. It 
people go to wells, obtain water from them, drink 
it and kill themselves it will be all right; but if the 
Government draws the water, carries it to them and 
anything should happen as a result of drinking that 
water, you are going to have any number of Resolu- 
tions coming to this House for compensation. I want 
the Government to say definitely that i t  will be dig- 
ging the wells from which it will be supplying water 
to people. If you are going to supply this water with 
two or three lorries, buy them If you are going to 
use many lorries, rent them and if sou cannot m t  
as many lorries as you want, let the Head of the 
Administration prorogue this Legislature with the 
vjew of having a diss~olntion and we will not h m ~  to 
rent any lorries at all; they will be s ~ ~ ~ p l i - d  
(Cheers) . 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I only want to say this in 
reply to the senior member for St. Andrew who i9 
not in his place. This pump a t  the BeUe to which 
he refers broke down early last week and was in 
commission again. But on Saturday night, the 
bearings of the pump spindle broke; they were worn 
out. The honourable member claims that only one 
foundry was working on the repairs but only on 
Sunday the Colonial Secretary had to leave his house 
and come down to send a cable to London to find 
out whether we should substitute white metal in the 
repair of those bearings. I think they were of rub- 
ber. The reply came only yesterday afternoon; s 8  
i t  was impossible to have both foundries working on 
the repairs to these bearings bemuse we did not 
know that we could substitute white metal bearings 
for the rubber bearings. With regard to the Reso- 
lution, honourable members have completely forgot- 
ten that apart from any unjustification for their 
allegations about the maladmfnistration of the 
Waterworlrs Department, we have had a prolonged 
drought for the last six or seven months; thereFore, 
the water sumlv hay deteriorated. The well at Bow- 
banston is almost completely dry and I do not care 
what we say or what we do, unless we get some rain, 
then God help the 'island! 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
is put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE FOR THE DECPARTMEKT OF 
HIQHWAYS AND TRANSPORT. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Sir,-The next Resolution 
'is for the sum of £958 to be placed at the disposal 
of the Covernor-in-Executive Committee for payment 
to the suppliers of stone to the Department of High- 

way, ,and Transport to enable them to pay increased 
wages to labour employed by them during the perioa 
Ist April, 1946, to the 31st December, 1946, on me 
basis of wages payable to the Unestablished and 
Lasual Staifs of Government Departments. The 
addendum explains why this money is needed. These 
people are employed by, the contractor who supplres 
stone to the Department of Highways and Transport 
and when the Qovernment increased the wages of 
~ t s  own unrstablished and casual ataffs, the workmen 
employed by this contractor got n_o increase in wages 
because the rates charged the Government for the  
stone did not permit any increase to the workers 
employed in quarrying the stone. The Government 
is, therefore, proposing that it would be equitable 
if the labour employed by the guppliers of stone to 
the Department of Highways and Transport were 
given similar treatment as that received by the un- 
establishe.3 and casual staffs directly employed by 
the Government and this Resolution is for the pur- 
pose. I beg to move that the Resolution do now pws. 

Mr. BF~NCKEB enters the House and takes his 
seat. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to second that. 
Mr. COX : I would just like to find out whether 

the people who work on the rock crusher have been 
given any increase in  pay. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : If they are employed by the 
Government they have got the'ir increased pay. All 
the unestablished staff got it. 

Mr. LEWIS: I would like to say that I am 
giad tb see .he Government aiding and abetting m y  
Wcreased wages for workers. Glad indeed am I but 
I must say that this is a rather peculiar principle on 
which to work. Do you mean to tell me that bqause 
you have put up the wages of your employem, there- 
fore you must give me money to put up the wages of 
m'ine? Well, that is a most peculiar thing in a way. 
I am told that this Js the result of a fa wage clause 
in the contract. Are you going to give the s'upplier 
more for the stone? (A MEMBER: Obviously). I s  
the supplier saying that because we give increases 
in wages, he must be able to do the same? Are the 
condit:ions of work the same? I am saying that 
this method of comparison should have h e n  left 
entirely out from this calculation. If the supplier 
has to pay increased wages, he must charge more 
for the stone and if there is a fair wage clause in the 
contract he must observe it but to compme his em- 
ployees tdith ours is a dangerous principle and should 
not be countenanced by the Government. It is a most 
peculiar thing and I cannot understand how it man- 
aged to appeal to the members of the Government. 
So for as the pavment of increased wages is con- 
cerned, that is O.K. with me; perhlaps these workers 
should be getting more; the supplier of the stone 
may be getting too much. But to make a comparison 
places us in a peculiar position and I hope that the 
Government 'in future will not dignify this principle 
by includ'ing it in addenda to Rewlutions. 

The question that the Resolution do now pass b 
put and resolved in the affirmative, th2 division being 
as follows :- 

Ayes: Mr. LEWIS, Dr. WILSON, Messrs BRILNOK- 
ER, P. L. WALCOTT, COX. FOSTER, MAPP, m. CUM- 
MINS, lbssrs. SPRINGER, BLACKMAN, CRAWFORD, 
GARNER, TALLLLMA, and B ~ o T T ~ ~ E Y - ~ ~ .  

Noes: Messrs. HAYNEIS, GALE, S. A. WALCOTT, 
WILKINSON, WARD. and Mr. SPEAKER--4. 

On the motion of Mr. @RAWFORD, seconded by 
Mr. BLACKMAN, the Chairman reports the passing 
of two Resolutions in Committee of Supply and asks 
leave to sit again. 



HOUSE - * - 
The House resumes and on the mo6ions of Mr. 

SPRINGER, seconded by Mr. Cox in each case, these 
Resolutions which are passed in Committee of Supply 
are read a first and a second timc and are agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It bdng now 2 p.m., this 
House stands adjourned to 2.45 p.m., in accordance 
with Rule 40 (a). 

REPLIES LAID. 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. SPRINGER: Mr. Speaker,-On behalf of 

the honourable senior member for St. Joseph, I bcg 
to lay the replies to questions Nos. 30 and 40. 

6 

SUSPENSION OF RULES 61 (A) AND 61 (B). 

Mr. SPRINGER: I ask leave to move for the 
suspension of Kules 61 (a) and 61 (b) in order tq 
resume Governm-ent Business. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
was granted leave to make the motions. 

On motions of Mr. SPRINGER, seconded by D;.. 
CUMMINS in each case, Rules 61 (a) and 61 (b) were 
suspended. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When the adjournment fox 
lunch took place, the House was in Committee of 
SUPP~Y. 

RESUMPTION OF CQMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House re. 
sumed Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY being in 
the Chair. 

RE-ORGANISATION O F  THE WATER SVPPlrY OF THE ISLAND 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Chairman,-The next 
Resolution is one to grant the sum of 5112,600 from 
the Public Treasury (to be subsequently refupded 
from loan funds) to meet the cost of the purchase, 
housing and installation of machinery, mains and 
apparatus in connection with the re-organisation of 
the public water supply of the Island. 

Sir, I believe that honourable members and the 
public will view with considerable satisfaction the 
fact that we are a t  long last paying due attention to 
the question of improving and extending the island's 
water supply. Aa honourable members are aware, the 
Hydraulic and Electrical Engineer attached to the 

staff of the Colonial Development and Welfare Depart- 
ment, Mr. Roddam, has been asked to examine and 
report on the water supply system of this island, and 
this Resolution seeks to implement some of his recom- 
mendations. Incidentally, this is perhaps the first 
time in the history of this island that action of this 
magnitude, shall I say, has been taken so quickly in 
the spirit of a recommendation contained in a Report 
on the water sup ly of the island. These improve- 
ments are urgent f y needed in order to increase oilr 
water supply and also to reduce the operational costs 
of the Waterworks Department, and they form part 
of the main recommendations which will be made by 
Mr. Roddam. I n  other words, the proposals which 
me are seeking to implement in this Resolution will 
form a part of the final Report of Mr. Wdam when 
his survey has been completed. Now it is a matter 
of extreme urgcncy that we should deal with this 
Resolution as expeditiously as possible. (Hear, hear.) 
I say that for the simple reason that it will take 11s 
about two years if not longer to get the machinery 
and equipment which it is proposed to purchase in 
this Resolution I make those remarks for two rea- 
sons: firstly, I do not want people to believe that bp 
the passing of this Resolution today we are going to 
have these important improvements in the water sup- 
ply of the island overnight; and secondly, the longer 

;e delay the passing of the Resolution, the longer 
ve will delay the two years from the time when the 
ioney is made available. In  order to simplify th* 
,iscussion on this Resolution. I propose to deal with 
he addendum by breaking it into three parts. The 
ddendum begins by saying that in his interim report 
m the Water Supply System of the islaad (a copy of 
vhich has been laid on the Table of the House), the 
fydraulic and Electrical Engineer attached to tho 
,taff of the Comptroller for Development and Welfare 
n the West Indies has recommended in paragraphs 
16 and 57 that immediate orders be placed for ma- 
hinery and equipment for the improvement of the 
vater supply of the island, pending the completion of 
iis full report. The addendum then proceeds to give 
letails of the way in which this money will be spent; 
hese sub-paragraphs, numbered alphabetically (a), 
b),  (c), (d) and (e), will give the Committee +he 
Letails of the proposed expenditure. Sub-paragrapk~ 
a) ,  (b) and (c) are concerned mainly with the 
lumping equipment ; sub-paragraph (d) with mail~q, 
jipes, valves and controls; and sub-paragraph je) 
vith the construction plant which will be necessary 
o order to put down this machinery and other equip- 
rient. Let us deal with the pumping equipment first 
,f all; we are putting additional equipment at BOW- 
nanston, Golden Ridge and the Bylle pumping sta- 
,ions. Unfortunately, copies of t h s  interim report 
by Mr. Roddam have not been circulated to honour- 
lble members, but on page 7 of the report Mr. Roddam 
lets out in detail the necessity for this new primping 
~quipment. He says this: 

"The present water consumption is about 12 
gallons per head per day in the country areas and 
$5 gallons per head per day in Bridgetown and its 
!nvirons, and it has not increased greatly during the 
>ast 10 years. A higher rate of increaae has, how- 
?ver, been registered since 1941, and this will further 
ncrease in the future with the extension of serviqea 
md the provision of such amenities as communal baths 
md washhouses. I consider that it is necessary t9 
nake provision for an increase during the next 10 to 
15 years to per capita consumptions of 20 gallons per 
lay in the country and 60 gallons per day in  the 
Bridgetown area. This, after allowing for pepulation 
i~crease, gives the daily ra ter  consumption 10 years 
5ence as 4,758,000 in the Bridgetown area: 2,733,003 
)ver the rest of Barbados, making a total of 7,490,000. 
which figure compares with the present production of 
3,900,000 gallons per day. It is therefore proposed, 
in the designs being prepared as part of the final re 
port, to provide for an expansion of water supply 
3 million gallons per day, of which 5 million gallone 
would be produced at the Belle for the Bridgetom 
low level area." 

Sub-paragraphs (a) ,  (b) and (c) of the ad- 
dendum to this Resolution itemise the equipment 
which is necessary in order to produce the estimated 
8 million gallons per day which we shall need ap- 
proximately within ten years Sub-paragraph (d) 
of the addendum deals with pipes, valves, specials 
control fittings and other accessories and on page 13 
of the interim report the specific recommendations of 
Mr. Roddam dealing with these items will be found. 
The report claims that: "The older part of Rridge- 
town, approximately that between Whitepark and 
Collymore Rock, is amply supplied through 12" t.1 

15" feeder mains from Grandview reservoir, but tho 
extensions of the built-up area to the north and sout3 
are served mainly by 6'f and 4" mains, which are 
much too small. No feeder mains have been pro- 
vided to serve these small distribution mains with 
the result that low pressure frequently causes incon- 
venience. A more important factor is that it would 
be quite impossible for these mains to supply ths 



water needed to extinguish a major fire." A major 
fire is most likely to increase in this area. What we 
are proposing to do as a result of this report and 
with the money asked for in this Resolution is (a)  to 
lay a 20" rising main along a direct loute from th? 
Belle to Grandview reservoir; (b) from a junction 
in this 20" main at Grandview 'o lay a 15" combined 
rising and feeder main to and along Pine Road, thence 
along Culloden Road, Ihlkeith and Dayrells Roads, 
and a p  the cliff to Brittons reservoir; the existing 
9" feeder main from Brittons to Rockley and Worth- 
ing being joined a t  Dayrells Road; (c) to lay a 15" 
combined rising and feeder main from the Belle 
across the gully through Waterford to Bank Hall 
Road, and along this to Eagle Hall. A junction 
wou'd be provided at the top of Bank Hall Road to 
connect the main to a future reservoir near this point; 
(d) to take up the 12" Newcastle gravity main f ron  
Grandview to the point where i t  connects with the 
9" branch to Hanson reservoir, and that part of ths 
12" feeder main from Grandview through Govern- 
ment House grounds to the junction of Pine an3 
Be'znont roads.. These mains will not be serving any 
useful purpose after (a)  and ( 5 )  are completed and 
some 5,000 yards of 12" mains will be secured for 
use as feeder mains in Bridgetown. Finally, with 
regard to the question of mains, the- proposal is to 
lay the recovered 12" mains as feeder mains alonq 
certain roads in the Bridgetown area. I have here .t 

copy or" the plan which i t  is proposed to follow in 
the laying of these new mains, and if honourable 
members want to see it for themselves, they can have 
the pleasure of so doing. The new mains are easily 
distributable from the existing mains, and this pla.1 
will give honourable members a practical idea of 
what it is proposed to do. The final part of the adden- 
dum is concerned with the Construction plant for 
putting dowq this new pumping equipment and lay- 
ing the new mains. On page 17 of the interim re- 
port is emphasized the importance and necessity for 
providing this new equipment for the installation 
of the pumping machinery and the laying of the new 
mains. In  paragraph 57 of the report it is claimeJ 
with justif?cation that a considerable amount of con- 
struction work is to be carried out and proper con- 
struction plant is required if the cost of this is tc  
be kept down to a reasonable figure. It is therefore 
proposed that we should acquire for the Construction 
plant two portable diesel engine driven air-comp~cs- 
sors, wagon drill, jack-hammers, rock drilling a&l 
cutting tools and other apparatus necessary for con- 
struct,ion. I think that I have set out the positioil 
in detail. I am sorry that honourable members have 
not got. copies of the interim report before them and 
if they need copies of the report, I hope that they 
mill take the necessary steps to secure them. However, 
I have endeavoured even at tile expense of soms 
time to give a short, detailed account of the actual 
suggestions contained in the report in order to show 
how the items in this Resolution have been arrived 
at. I Ilo not think that there is any necessity for 
me to say anythinq more at this stage. I n  a mattar 
of this sort which is more or less highly technical, I 
suggest to honourable members that they should tread 
very cautiously in their criticisms I expect l a t e  
on to hear the domestic experts, tear this interim re- 
port to pieces and tell its author where hc got d 
I am llot saying that he is infallible, but I do beliecc 
that it is high time that we pay attention to the 
proper re-organizati~n of our water supply system. 
~ l t h o u g h  for a small island like this the @mount 
asked for may appear to be formidable-over half 
a million dollars and this is not the final r e p o r t y e t  

by the time we should have( got through we will have 
pent one milllon dollars on the improvement and 
'xtension of our water supply. I can quite share 
my apprehension which may be exhibited over the 
racticability and the possibility of our being able 
o afford this expenditure; but I am sure that honour- 
.ble members regard water as a most prime necessity 
md they will bear in mind that we are planning in 
,nticipation of the needs of our increased population 
en years from now. Honourable members will also 
)ear in mind the fact that the consumption of water 
s increasing daily; people are using mm$ water 
vhen they can get it, and there is no remon to doubt 
hat possibly, our estimates of what will be needed 
en years from now may fall short of the actual re- 
pirements. I should like to say Wally that honour- 
~ble members will observe that the sum of 354,000 has 
been deducted bom the total amount of $116,600 
vhich is the estimated cost of machinery, equipment 
md installation. This fi,000 has lapsed under a 
3esolution passed last year for slight improvements 
*o the water supply and as that money is there, it 
s proposed therefore to deduct it from the amount 
:&ed for now. With regard to the whole Resolution 

should like to point out that we are financing this 
:ntire scheme from loan funds. I n  a very appro- ' 
~ria te  paragraph appearing very early in $is report 
Er. Roddam has emphasized-and I: quote him-that 
'This history of a planned water system to which 
'requent unplanned additions are made untl? it has 
lost its original character is largely the result of 
ittempting to provide capital works out of revenue. 
tllthough loan charges are avoided the parsimony 
?xercised towards capital extension places first coat 
above consideration of operating charges with the 
result that increased recurrent expenditure amount- 
ng to much more than the loan charges on properly 
lesigned extensions is soon incurred." If there was 
10 other justification for our financing this scheme 
mt of loan funds, I submit that that paragraph 
ghould incline us in favour of doing so. There are, 
)f course. other obvious advantages which I think 
ire so well known that they would not bear repetition 
today. I think that I have said enough to justify 
honourable members in supporting this Resolntio?~ 
and to satisfy them that we are doing all that gFe 
possibly can, bearing in mind, of course, that we are 
$ntirely in the hands of the experts in this matter; 
and that after honourable members shall have dis- 
charged their duty this afternoon, they will have 
done their share and cannot do anything more. 1 
beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. SPRINGER : I beg to second the motioa 
for the passing of this Resolution. There is veP- 
little to be added to what has been said by the 
honourable mover of the passing of the Resoluti+a. 
Everyone knows that our present sad situation as f u r  
as the water supply is concerned is due to the fact 
that while we have been extending our servir.w 
during the past years, we have not proportionately 
increased our production or replaced outworn or 
outwearing sources of production. We are indeed 
very fortunate in having: had the advice of Mr. 
Roddam, whose report has been referred to exten- 
sively by the honourable mover of the passing . ~ f  
the Resolution, and 'we feel confident now that lf 

we carry out his expert findings a d  reoommendn- 
tions, we can set a term to the presett poor, almost 
desperate ,conditions that we are going through. 7 
hope, in fact I feel confident, that honourdble mem- 
bers of this Committee will think more of the futm* 
and the steps that have been taken to remedy the 
existing situation than of attempting to lay amr 
blame on this or that person. I could enjoy myself 



for  half an hour, if I felt so disposed, with great 
satisfaction in  laying blame in many directions, but 
l do not think that that would assist one bit in tk-  
solution 01 Lne problem. l Lrust that honourable 
members whether of the Government or the Oppost- 
tion will forego the pleasure which that sort of gratu- 
itous criticism always gives and let us show by our 
earnestness in e x a m l u g  and approving a s  hesola- 
tlon that we are prepared tg take a s t a t e s m a k e  
vlew of t h s  sltuatioa and assist the commumcy 
urougn its Government m lmprovlug u a  luture 
bater 'supply 01 trus colony. (bnearbl. 

ivir.  a. A. WPIlIL;O'I"I' : '1")Lls IL~SUIULIVLL la &CS%- 

mg ror a lot of money and 1 am c e r w u y  1i.1 ay h g q ~ y  
wlbn it. however, :,he honourable lllover or the 
passing 01 me Xlesolution h% quoted several recorn- 
menaations of Mr. Hpddam, but ne has also left; 
out several 01 them. U. hddam says that the 
W aterworks Uepartment " y not so much mismanageo 
as not managed". (A D I E ~ E R  : That is not b 

recommendation; that a comment). He  recom 
mends that a Barbados I'ublic Utilities Board should 
be formed as in  the case of Jamjaica- 

Mr. CHAIltlslaN : I t  i, unfortunate that the 
honourable member Ss reaang  horn a report which 
the Committee have not got in their hands. 

Mr. S. A. WBLCOTT : The honourable mover 
of the passing of the Reqolution read from the report 
and if I am lucky enough to quote it, that is all 
w t .  Mr. Roddam says that the W.aterworks 
Department "is clearly inefficient and unsuited to 
the operation of a public utility. There is a manager 
in  name but he does not exercise managerial func- 
tions or authority; this function is by-pawed into 
the machinery of government where it evaporates. 
The Department is not so much mismanaged as not 
managed." I think that before this Government 
asks us to vote this large amount of money today - 

Mr. CHAJRDIZBN : I think that this discussio~l 
should be postponed until the Chair has a copy o Y  
this report. The honourable member is reading from 
the report and I have nothing to refer to. 

M;r. 8. A. WALCOTT: l ic~riiially niove that 
consideration of this Resolution be postponed so that 
honourable members may obtain copies of this repon. 
The next section of the report says this ; "This 1s 
the fault neither of Government nor the Department ; 
i t  is merely that public utility operation is so total'>- 
different from the orthodox functions of governmcc: 
that ordinary governmental methods inevitabc: 
operate towards inefficiency. The Kingston and Sc 
Aadrew Water Commission and the Georgetown 
Sewerage and Water Commissioners are both non- 
#olitical public utility boards"-I hope that honour 
able members will read, mark, learn and inward!? 
digest that because that is a very particular part rf 
the report-"and it is intended in  the final reporr 
to recommend that Barbadoc Pvblic ITtilitirs Board 
be formed and the Waterworks rested in it." T think 
that 'before we pass this Resolution and have things 
bungled as they have been for years and years, we 
should have a guarantee from the Government that 
this money will be properly expended. If i t  is left 
in the hands of the Executive Committee this money 
cannot be properly expended. I think that we should 
have some guarantee before we vote this money. 

Nr .  MAPP: I do not fo lha  the arguments of 
the honourable member who has just sat down. I t  
i s  true that the engineer who is ~esponsible for this 
report has made the recommendstiok which he has 
made as to the admi~ i~ t r a t ion  of the Waterworks 
Department; but  he has also rec~mmended that this 
machinery and equipment as mentioned in this Res- 
oluttion must be b o u ~ h t  if anything is to be done to 
meee the situation where water is concerned. The 
1:onourable mover of the passing of the Resolution has 
mid that !it will take two years or longcr before we can 

get these ~tems, and where .does the matter of ddniiu- 
Lstermg the spending of tb$s money come Into bne. 
question a t  the mornen~l I thlllk that we s23uld 
concentrate on trylng to  get clown r t k  mac ~ne ry  
and equipment as quickly W pposslble. l suppose that 
during the two years just as Lue Government has 
taken action on these particuiar recommendations, 
they will also take action with regard to the admin- 
istration of the Department. I. do not see tnat any 
good will come out of the postponement of the Kes- 
olution. 

Mr. SPRINGER: On the question of postpon- 
ing the Resolution there i s  one thing that I would 
like to point out. I understand that the idea behlncl 
this proposal is that copies of the. Interm report 
should be circulated. Let me point out rhat if we 
bring the matter to the no~ice of ,W. SPEAKER, he wlll 
no doubt give instructions to the printers to have 
copies of the report prepared. However everyone 
knows that there is a state of collgestion in the 
printing w o r k  to-day, and several w e e h  may elapse 
before a document of t4is ,size gets near our hands. 
If the purpose of the postponement is to read the 
report, the point which I have mentlcned is ~ o l r t h  
while considering. 

Mr. F, L. WALCOTT: The postponement of 
matters is beaming the fashion nowadays. I should 
like to say that if honourable members have not given 
any consideration to this R&solution a1 all, or have 
not had the opportmity of studying the principle 
underlying it, there would be th3 necessity for pom- 
poning i t ;  but as the last speaker has pointed out, 
if honourable members want to postpone the Resolu- 
ilon so as to read the interim report, this Resodution 
will not Ge &iscussed for a long time. We have to 
be as  practical as we can be. A t  this stage I think 
that we should concentrate on trying to do mhat we 
can now. The honourable senior member for  St. 
James has spoken about not 1eav;ng this money in 
the hands of the Executive Commit ee. NOW that is 
a political question, and when honcurable members 
speak about the Executiye Committee to-day they must 
not think that the Executive Commi-tee axe carrying 
on in the same constitut'ional fashion _as the Executive 
Committee years ago. The honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. James was, a t  one time? a member of the 
Executive Committee, and, speakmg under correc- 
tion, I think that he too was responsible for the 
Waterworks Department. The honourable member 
knows something about it and if it is a question of 
I.ismanagement. it may be ]natter of mhat 
is under the surface. That 'is a fait aocomph; you 
cannot get anything accomplished every time you 
get an opportunity of saying anything. People all 
over the world are changing their complexion. 
The main pcint in-this Resdution is that we are 
seeking to do someth'jng that we have not done before 
and that is to re-organize t5e water service. We have 
expert advice on this matfer now. Thme is a short- 
age of water a t  the present time, somebody is bdng 
blamed for i t  and now that sometUig is being done 
honourable members are asking that the Resolution 
be postponed! I do not think that there is, an:- aeces- 
sity for po-stponing this Resolution. I would like to 
ada that the honourable mover nf3he passing of the 
Resolution must bear in mind when we are speaking 
about the re-organization of the water service that 
the attention of-the Government should be drawn to 
certa'in things that exist. I hope that the honourable 
senior member for St. Philip will be so courteous a s  to 
pay some atteneion to the remarks which are being 
made. There is in St. Peter a main which runs 
from Mile & Quarter and instead of going to Castle 
it cuts across and goes to Welch Town ; i t  goes through 
somebody's plantation and goes down the other road. 



Numbers of people are living along the main road 
where the main should be run  and the people who 
are  living along the m a h  road are suffering terribly 
because h e r e  is no main until you get high up h 
Boscobel. Another paint is thls : the Waterworks 
Department is now laying mains to Jerusalem and 
it has been drawn to my attention that these mains 
are being run to the Farm and people in the sur- 
rounding area cannot get any water. I do not know 
that legislation has been passed to the effect that 
because you put  down mains to run to Jerusalem it 
would be a crime to have people tapping from those 
mdns. It is of no use putting down mains unless 
people can tap them. Broadly speaking, i t  cannot 
s%ve any useful purpose if you postpone t b  Reso- 
lution because the informat!ion for which you are 
postponing i t  ;is all set out in the Resolution itself. 

Mr. WARD : I am not voting for the postpone- 
ment of this Resolution although I feel that 'it would 
be a calamity to vote this &112,600 and put  it under 
the control of the present administration of the 
Waterworks Department. The reason why I am 
voting for the passing of this Resolution is because 
I know, and every hdividual should know, that it 
may take two years before this machinery and equip- 
ment can be obtained. I t  is of no use to shelve thlis 
matter for  a week or  two because the longer you 
shelve lit, the longer it will be before you can get  
this machinery and equipment. The water situation 
i s  very serious a t  the present tjme and ;the scho@Is 
are closed because of the water shortage. If we are 
spending this %112,000 for the purpose of obtaining 
machinery to be put into a civil engineer's hands, 1 
think that i t  would be better to leave the money Fn 
the Treasury and do without the water. (Laughter). 
I feel that before we undertake to erect this machinery 
we should obtdn the services of a proper hydraulic 
engineer. I feel that this Committee should vote 
this money to-day to acquire th$s machinery and 
the Government should ask the Colonial Office to 
get an efficient hydraulic engineer for  the post of 
Manager of the Waterworks Department of Barba- 
dos. Whether you appoint a Board or not, I feel 
that you should have a hydraulic engineer as super- 
visor because you may have a Board comprised of 
laymen and you will make the same blunder again. 
This machinery is modern machinery and I feel that 
a doctor should not do a blacksmith's work. There- 
fore I do not think that very much debate on tb$s 
Resolution is needed because this is a Resolut!ion which 
everybody in  the \island is awaiting, and the quicker 
we get through with it the better i t  will be for the 
Island. We must get down to business at once and 
obtain water for  the people. The whole community 
is suffering for water t oday ;  we do not know whether 
an epidedic will break out in this island or not and 
meanwhile there is a shortage of water. I think 
that  we should vote this money, get th'k machinery 
and let the Executive know that the7 should makc 
some arrangement whereby the semices of a hy- 
draulic engineer can be obtainpd. We will then b, 
able to build efficiently for the money which we are 
spendhg. We have just installed a n  electric pumr 
a t  the Belle and that pump cost a lot of money. Hon- 
ourable  member,^ might not know this, but a few 
months ago the Electric Company had to  telephone 
the Belle and ten them that something was wrong 
there. The meter should have been registering 2,OOi 
volts and i t  was regist_ering 5,000. I t  is all verv well tc 
get around this Table and make speeches so as t o  

J- make the people believe that v e  are cioil~n something 
&c .. ._ however, I feel thaf; we should vote this money and 

get Droper people to superv'ise what we are doing. 
Mr. GAIIE: T do not agree with any nostpone 

ment of this Resolution- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The motion for the postpone- 
2ent has not been seconded. 

M.r. GALE : The honourable mover of the pass- 
i g  of the Resolution has read certain parts of this 
~ t e r i m  report by Mr. Roddam which has been laid oa 
he Table of the House, and the last paragraph of 
he addenaum to the Resolution says: "It  is desir- 
ble that orders for the above machinery, mains and 
pparatus should be placed as soon as possible m d  
his Resolution is to provide the necessary funds.'' 
f we want this machinery and apparatus and we are 
old that i t  will take about eighteen months or two 
rears before these orders can be Glled, then the sooner 
re order the machinery and equipment the better it 
vill be for us. This is the part of the report which 
leak with the ordering of machinery, and there is 
10 reason to believe that the other parts of the report 
Lealing with the management will not come after this 
)art. This 'is the f r s t  step; we have plenty of time 
or debate when the orders for this machinery and 
.ppara tq  have been filled. We should see that when 
hese items arrive here we are able to look after them. 
%r  the reasons which I have given, I am voting for 
he passing of this Resolution this afternoon. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : I thioh that it iy very 
discourteous for this report not to be placed before us 
when the matter was discussed and printed in tllr 
"Advocate" newspaper. I do 11ot think that this 
House is being treated with respect. This is llot the 
jrdt occasion on which such a thing has happened and 
that is why I asked that the Resolution be postponed. 
1 am not in favour of pmtponing i t  for any length of 
time. The honourable senior member for St. George 
mid that i t  will take many weeks to have this report 
minted and, as I have said, I am not in  favour of 
~ostponing the Resolution for any lengthy period. I 
m quite in agreement with the remarks of the honour- 
~b le  senior member for St. Lucy, and I would even 
P further; i t  is recommended in the report that 639 
o r  diesel engines be imported and Tom, Dick and 
Harry cannot take charge of them. It will take a 
competent engineer to do that, and i t  would be a wnsts 
of money to import this machinery if we do not 
'mploy proper people to look after it. 

Mr. LEWIS : Before the question is put, I would 
like to make a contribution to this debate. The hon- 
ourable s e n i o ~  member for St. Philip in concluding 
his long speech explaining this Resolution has asked 
that me take the view of the expert, do not have much 
debate, let him get througb the Resolution and every- 
thing will be all right. We may even find water i.1 

m the pipes when we get home. When the experts tell 
:he Hospital Board to erect a wooden building, the 
honourable member says that you should not follow 
them and the newspaper says that you shouId follow 
them. I t  is very difficult to follqw these 
expcrts on experts. Therp is one thing 
on which I can conpratclate the honour- 
eble senior member for St. Philip and i t  is that he has 
not perpetuate3 the royal joke about air pockets being 
in the mains. There is now a definite breakdown in  
the water service and i t  is in that atmosphere that 
we are being asked to vote this money to-day; an act 
of Cod or some accident has brought us to the stage 
where we must do something. I would like to tell 
honourable members that while the lack of water in 
this island is to be deplored, I welcome it. I am only 
too glad that i t  has happened because it will make 
people who are accustomed to water know what i t  is 
to be without it, and it has been prophesied by some- 
one who knows about the state of affairs that the only 
way the Government will do something comprehen- 
sively in connection with the water service is when 
water ceases to flow through the pipes. They should 
not only make an  effort to supply some people with 
\vater but they should make an effort to do something 



on a more comprehensive scale. This report which has 
not been circulated is only another interim report by 
the gentleman who hlas been described officially as the 
Hydraulic and Electrical Engineer attached to the 
staff of the Colonial Development and Welfare Deparf- 
ment. There is one qualification that this gentlemm 
may have that we know nothing about, and that is a 
salesman for machinery. We have to be very careful 
about that. The last Resolution dealing with the pur- 
chase of machinery for Everton and Bowmanston 
Pumping .Stations was introduced in this House no 
further back than August 20, 1946 ; it was introduced 
after a careful estimate was made by this 
Hydraulic and Electrical engineer, and the 
amcunt of the estimate was %12,400. However, 
between the period of the introduction of the Resolu- 
tion and the consideration of it by the House, thc 
amount went up by 25% ! I should like to say thew 
things for the benefit of the honourable junior member 
for St. James. It makes bad reading and there is 
nobody to be blamed for the situation a t  the Water- 
works. The history of the Waterworks has been put 
in a few pages of a debate which took place in the 
Other Place by the President of the Other Place and 
he knows something about it. The remarks of the 
President of the Other Place can be checked ba- 
cause they are there on record. The last report by Mr. 
Roddam consisted of only two pages and it was cir- 
culated, but now this report has only been laid on the 
Table of the House and honourable members will have 
to go hat @I hand-- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : I do not think that we should 
continue to say anything more abou,t this report hat-- 
ing been withheld from honourable members. I dn 
not now refer to the honourable member personally: 
I say that it is difficult to get printed copies of tke 
report. 

Mr. LEWIS : That is just regrettable : this Re~o- 
lution should come before us when the report is circu- 
lated. Some honourable members may say that I 
should not make the statements which I am now mak 
ing, but I wonder if the Executive Committee havc 
thought of the history of the Colonial Development 
and Welfare Department. They will make a grant 
and then get an expert squander the money. Let 
honourable members think of the history of works in 
Dominica and St. Lucia and they will get some idea 
of the experts who come down here. Before the wark 
iu done they have gone somewhere else. I say that 
we have to be very careful as to what we are doing. 
This ICesolution is for S112,600 ; last year there was a 
Resolution for .S12,400, it was increased to S15,4OTe 
in Supplementary Estimates. We have also had to 
vote a sum of S2;520 for repairs, and we have not got 
the water yet! I see that there is a lot of electrical 
machinery to be-installed here and who is looking after 
i t ?  I say that the only report which this Government 
wants is Dr. Senn's Report; you want to know where 
to find the water and give somebody the contract for 
installing machines to supply the island with water. 
You can hold back some of the money until the water 
f?ows through the pipes. I do not think that :his 
money should be handed over to the Governor-in. 
Executive Committee when there is nobody who can 
be blamed: I think that they are being misled into 
drying not only the pipes but the Treasury. I am 
convinced that this Labour Government is being fad- 
ed : there are people who can supply this machinery- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I think that the hon. mem- 
ber should use the wqrd "misguided" rather than 
the word "fooled." 

Mr. LEWIS : This Labour Government is being 
misguided. If you read this interim r e p o r t y o u  
bear something about a ten-year plan.. You will 
And that ten years is not long enough to mislead them 
so they make a long-term plan for the flnal report. 

ac 
That is what all of this amounts to. I£ you read from 
somebody who knows, you will see that they are 
merely a d b g  trouble to the Waterworks. The hon. 
benior member for St. Philip has quoted from para- A 
graph 12 of the report and can you tell me that this 
hydraulic and electrical engineer should make a 
&atement to the effect that you are wrong ln 
attempting to provide capital works out of revenua? 
Can you not see how the man is thinking? He has 
no right to make a statement like that. It we ark 
prepared to finance schemes out of our revenue, that 
is our business. When you come to the back of it, 
you will find that this hydraulic and eledtrical 
engineer is telling us somethmg sbout gocialism. The 
House says that there should be nationalibation and 
this expert recommends that the Waterworks should 
be run by a Public Utilities Board! Is this Labour 
Government falling for that? I say: let US have our 
own investigation by an expert who will come out 
here and be responsible for the machinery wh~ch he 
advises us to purchase and see that it is working. It 
is nonsenae otherwise. You have thrown away suffi- 
cient of the taxpayers' money already and you are 
not getting any water for it. m e n  it eomes to the 
question of water, all the hon. senior member for St. 
Philip has to do to-day is to tell hon. members t b t  
he hat3 been asked to incream this amount by so much 
and they cannot open their mouths. They have to 
vote the amount or they will tell people that th5 
members of the House would not vote money for the 
water suuply. It is high time that wt have somebody 
responsible for the lack of water or for a breakdown. 
The President of the Other Place knows the history 
of the Waterworks; the Department used to be run 
by a Board the members of which were paid 20/- a 
meeting and then the amount was reduced to 10/- a 
meeting. At one time the Department was run by the 
Executive Committee, not the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee, and now it is a sub-Committee of the 
Executive Com~i t tm.  The Waterworks Depart- 
ment is being charged with inefficiency and there is 
nobody to be blamed for it! This is a very serious 
matter. Asking for money means nothing but asking 
for it by an expert like this makes me feel that I 
should vote against the Resolution. If you are drying 
the pipes, do not dry the Treasury. Let them dig wells 
in the bach~ards and try and save more of this money. 
I am not prepared tq  place E112,OOO on the recam- 
mendation of the Colonial Devel~pment and Welfare 
Department knowing their history. To-day, the 10th 
of June, 1947, the amount is S112,000 and in two 
years' time it will be £160,000. I challenge the hon. 
senior member for St. Philip to say that this money 
is a part of the half a million pounds which is to be 
allocated to the Waterworks Department under the 
ten-year plan. That has been shirked in this printed 
addendum and I want to hear something about it. 
It is stated in the addendum to this Resolution that 
"It is desirable that orders for the above machinery, 
mains and apparatus should be placed as soon as pos- 
sible and this  solution is to provide the necessary 
funds. The amount will be refunded from loan 
funds." If  this addendum isi referred to by hon. 
members ten years hence, I defy them to find that 
it bears any relation to the ten-year plan. The half 
a million pounds is in connection with the ten-pear 
plan but here is a Resolution for £112,000 plus anv- 
 thin^ that this machinev will come up to in two  
vears' time. If hon. members were to read t h ~  
debate which took place in the Other Place on thn 
last Waterworks vote, they will see what will come 
to  them. The people who work around the b011ers 
are in dancer of losing. thier lives: thev am afr~ i ;T  
of noinn near tn t h ~ m .  AI1 tbat  iq on record aerains* t h ~  
Government. (A METEBER : Which Uwernment ?) T do 
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cot know ~f the Governmen, is g o ~ n g  to stlar; 
Lue responsltlll~ty. l am votmg this money m t ~ c  
uope that we WLLI get @me water. 1 would nos litre 
lt LO be w d  that 1 have aelayecl the passing or s u s  
fiesolution whuh the means of givlng the yeupi$3 
water. l am hoping that tne amount or my Lax 
D i l l  w d  not go up. l am iu  me unfortunate posiuo;l 
01 fiavmg to pay every cent of: taxes that the law or 
znis country aemands rrom me. I have m my  pock:^ 
a threat from the lneome 'lax Commisaoner mac I 
may be put  before the Magistrate for the non-paymenc 
of lqt year's taxes. It 1s a fact that l am unable 
to pay them. I find it increasingly difhcult to pay 
the taxm which are imposed upon me by this dous? 
of Assembly and I am warning honourable members 
that high taxes wlll be the result of syuanderiiig the 
people's money. I sincerely hope that the honour 
able senior member for  St. Philip is taking note of 
my remarks and that he will put my mind a t  re.;i 
with regard to some of these things. I make serious 
charges when I can support them. In matters of 
this sort I use commonsense and intuitively I feel 
that this R.esolution is a disgraceful thing. 

Mr. TALMA : Without attempting to delay the 
passing of this Resolution, I should like to say thal 
this is one of the few occasion6 when the Colonial 
Development and %elfare Department are attempt- 
ing to do something constructive in order to assist 
the people of this island. They are not merely 
holding out hopes which will not fructify but whhL 
mill fructify before they leave this colony and t i c  
West Indies as a whole. We have no engineering 
expertg as fa r  as the .Waterworks is concerned and 
me find ourselves in this position, that the 
island as a whole is thirsty for water. When th?  
honourable junior member for the City attacks a 
scheme of this sort, I cmnot see that he is opposing 
i t  a t  the properttime. 

Mr. LEWIS : I paid due regard to the ci". 
cumatances under which we are d$cussing this 
Besolution. 

Mr TALKB : 1 cannot see that this is the 
opportune time to oppose this scheme. If thls 
Coalition Labour Government does nothing con- 
structive, they will be blamed. I am voting for the 
passing of this Resolution and I would have votetl 
for it long before this eituation arose. & far  as 
Colqnial De$elopmeqt and W)eIfare schemes ara 
concerned, this is one occasion when something is 
being attempted and honourable members are sll::- 
gesting a11 sorts of motives ! The fact remains that 
this gentleman is an expert and we have to acce;:t 
him as such. Whoever you get as an expert 
the position will be the same, and if you postpone 
the Resolution it will be a question of keeping peopl* 
thirsty. If the Colonial Development and Welfare 
Department are to be opposed, I do not think thh? 
they can 'tie opposed on the ground which the hot(- 
ourable member who has just sat down h a  takm 
If the honourable member wanted to oppose the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Department, ac 
could oppose them in connection with the organiza 
tion of welfare schemes and work of that natuni 
but  surely not on these lines. I am voting for th+s 
Resolution because I feel that now is the most oppor- 
tune time for it to be presented to this House. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : I think that the post~otl.*. 
merit of this Resolution mould be a very desirable 
thing but, as I understand the position, you cannp. 
pet nriated conies of this interim report f ~ r  anothzA 
two or three weeks, and like other members of th.4 
Committee, I feel that vou shonld not do a n r t h i n ~  to 
nwvc.nt or ddav  the i m ~ ~ o v e m e n t  of thp wat,'r 
q n n ~ l v .  Raving heard the rernarkc: of th* hoi3n.r: 

qhle junior member for the (3-7.  nnlyz: +h;- fl-1.- 

w m e n t  is nreimred to answer the a c c i i w t i o ~ ~  ~-7hi01 
' - 1-?c made. T shall not vote for  this Resolution. 

The hollourable member has suggested that this 
estimate has 'been puffed up and he has said that 
one qualification which has not been given to th:s 
gentleman is that he is a salesman for  machinery 
When a responsible member of this House tells yoy, 
after a person has madc a report, that the estimate 
has been puffed up arid that that person is a salesman 
for machinery, i t  is incumbent upon members of the 
Government! to answbr t h w  aiwusatiow. When 
that is said - 

Mr. LEWIS : I really meant that  the annual 
estimates were puffed up  and then we had to vote 
extra money. 

Mr. M O T T U Y  : If the honourable rnemb.:l. 
puts lt m that way   here is still a putted up estmate 
eyhow.  I am very berious about this matter; if 
we are asked t o  vote thls money particularly on t h j  
report of Mr. Roddam, l take it that you could nst  
aw ior  this S112,000 mless you gave some ways and 
means of how you are ayending this money and for 
what reasons. The honourable junior member for 
the City has said that there is one qualiiication of 
this expert that we have not been told anything 
about and that is that he is a salesman for  machinery. 
Well, i t  strikes me, and it muqt strike honourabla 
members and members of the public that we are 
being told that it is all very well to ask us to voce 
this money, but this gentleman is. a salesman for 
machinery and he is ask~ng for machmery which is no 
good or not of the right type and I am asking fo i  
some explanation. I have no opporturity of knowing 
what is happening except by enquiring from the 
floor of this House, and when a member of a Partcl 
which forms this Coalition Government can get on 
the floor of this House and make such a statement, 
there must be something in it, and the honourable 
senior member for St.  Philip is bound to tell us if 
anybody is getting any money out of this machinery. 
The honourable junior member for the City has 
made a very strong statement and I would have mad* 
it myself if I knew about the matter. The honour- 
able member has the means of knowing anythin:?, 
more especially that a member of hia Par ty  is in 
charge of this Resolution. This is one occasion when 
I am asking for a satisfactory explanation from the 
Government as to the statement which the honourable 
member has made, 

Mr. HAYNES : The honourable junior membw 
for the City has made a most valuable contribution ti, 
this debate. He h% suggested that this money should 
be spent by way of a contract and I .think that tha* 
is a very good suggestion. If these extensions are 
done by contract, the water should flow before all 
the monw is paid, and we would not only get a good 
job but we would get it done more quickly. I 
counsel the honourable senior member for St. Phill::, 
to t ry and use his utmost power in the proper quar- 
ters to see that the Crown Ageaks, who are the 
p e o ~ l e  for handling these orders, are instructed to 
t ry  and get this machinery through one of the many 
contracting firms which do this sort of work in 
England. I am sure that none of us will ever reG.rer 
this, even if we have to spend more money in  haviw 
this work done. What will happen is that  you w!ll 
spend the money with respect to a man who knows 
his work, and in  the future that man will be appoint$ 
hv  the Government to run this concern; otherwise 
we will lose money. The honourable senior membl 
for St.  Lucy has told us that the electric pump at  
the Belle was out of order and the operator did not 
know i t  until the Electric Company, whiqh is about 
five miles away, reported the matter. What will 
happen if vou have eight or ten of these ~ u r n p s  under 
these conditions ? I am hoping that  this mggestion 
which emanated from the brains of the honourablr 
junior member for the City will be .taken seriouslli 



and will germinate as a seed which is sown in good 
soil. 

Mr CRAWFORD: I t  is merely a c0inciden.e 
that this Resolution happens to be introduced wheq 
there is a shortage of water. It is since early last 
year that Mr. Roddam was asked to investigate a n l  
report on the condition of our water supply, and 
in the ordinary course of events whether we had this 
prolonged drought or this breakdown a t  the Belle, 
we should have been discussing this Resolution about 
this time. I n  other words, we are not asking any- 
body to vote for this Resolution to-day purely be- 
cause there is a shortage of water or because there 
is a breakdown of machinery a t  the Belle;-we are 
asking honourable members to vote for i t  purely on 
the facts as supplied by the Government. To begin 
with, as I have already explained, all of this money 
is not for the purchase of machinery. I broke up  the 
addendum to the Resolution into three parts; the 
first part deals with the pumping equipment. tha 
second with mains, pipes, valves. etc.. and the last 
part with the construction plant for pu~ t ing  down 
this machinery. If hon~urable membcrs refer to the 
addendum to the Resolution and total up  the relevant 
figures, they will see that only 546,000 of the entire 
amount is for the purchase of new machinery. The 
pumping equipment will only cost £23,000 and it is 
estimated that the cost of installing i t  and setting 
i t  to work will be another $23,000. The entire 
amount remaining will be the cost of the pipes, valves, 
control fittings and so forth, and the plant which will 
be needed to install this apparatus. I say that be- 
cause even if some honourable members feel that this 
Resolution has been puffed up and certain parts arc: 
necessary- 

Mr. LEWIS: No honourable member has said 
that ;  i t  is stupid to make that statement 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable member 
flust not use those remarks; there is nothing stupid 
in it. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Even if honourable mem- 
bers feel that the amount which has been asked for 
in this Resolution will be wasted, or that it is un- 
necessary expenditure, the fact remains that the 
machinery has to be imported. All the equipment 
will be put up here and we shall be able to see 
whether or not too much was ordered, whether i t  
w.11 go i o  waste o- whether it is necessary for the 
scheme which we envisage. I even went further an3 
placed on the Table of the House the plan in connec- 
tion with the installation of the ndw mains and feeders. 
This plan has been prepared according to scale, and 
we have specified the length of the different mains 
and feeders which we intend to install. The areas 
are laid down on the plan and i t  is an  easy matter 
for anybody to estimate how many feet of any given 
main are required for a specific area. I am not s u p  
gesting that hono'urable members will be able in a 
short space of time to estimate accurately the number 
of miles of new mains which it is proposed to install 
or to estimate accurately the length of the mains 
mentioned in the addendum to the Resolution. I n  
these matters we have to put a cerkain amount of 
confidence in the departments which prepare these 
estimates and plans and hope that they are accurst?. 
That is all I need say. With regard to t& very 
grave allegation that Mr. Roddam is a salesman for 
machinery, I am not in a position to say that he is. 
My information is that Mr. Roddam is a Govern- 
ment official, he has been a Government official for 
some time, and has never been connected with any 

private machinery firm so far  as the Government 
1;nows. If the lionourable junior member for the City 
has some o h e r  source of informatioq I am not saying 
that the infcirmation is wrong or the source is wrong; 
but as far  as the local Government knows, Mr. Rod- 
dam is not connected with any engineering firm. It 
wobld be a very serious thing if a n  official of his 
type were to be connected with the sale of machinery. 
(A MEMJ3ER:. A very serious thing). I can as- 
sure the honourable member that the Government has 
been told that Mr. Roddam has no oonnection what- 
soever with any firm which manufactures machinery. 
A great portion of West Incliaa public opinion feels 
that part of the grants under the Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare Act finds its way into the pockets 
of British manufacturers, British friends and what 
not (Cheers). I know that a lot of people feel 
so; they feel that if the Colonial Development and 
Welfare Department grant £20,000,000 for these West 
Indian Colonies, of that amount 3X5,000,000 will go 
back to Great Britain and £5,000,000 will be epent 
in the West Indies; so that less money will be spettt 
on machinery and equipment which have been order- 
ed from British firms. The facts are there and if the 
deductions are correct, fa r  be it from me to gainsay 
them. I do say that I want to exonerate the Qovern- 
ment from any knowledge a t  all of the allegations 
made that this particular official is co~a~eeted with the 
sale of machinery, or any knowledge to the effect that 
the preparation of this estimate of expenditure has 
been made by a person who is just as concerned 
about doing his official duties as 8bout putting money 
into his pocket by way of a drawback or  percentage 
on the sale of machinery. Having said that, I hardly 
think that it is necessary for me to say much more. 
This scheme is par t  and parcel of the final report 
which will be made by Mr. Roddam, and i t  is also 
part and parcel of the scheme envisaged for the im. 
provement of the water supply under the ten-year 
Plan. I said in my opening remarks that there will 
be a certain amount of apprehension as to whether 
the spending of this money will be justified, because 
in a small colony like this we are proposing to spend 
over half a million dollars on improvements to our 
water supply, and we are admitting that this is only 
a part of the expeliditure. We shall have to do-more 
later on, and the amount m'ust appear formidable to 
people who appreciate the limits of our financial re- 
sources. At  the same time, I repeat that we are in 
the hands of the experts in this matter. AS fa r  as  
we know, there is no justification for doubting their 
b m a  fibs and under these conditions i t  seems that 
if we really want to set about these long-delayed im- 
provements in our water supply system, this ex- 
penditure is merited. 

Mr. LEWIS: I thank the honourable member 
for what he has said. I would like to point out thst  
the electric pump came out as a stand-by for  the steam 
pump and now the steam pump is a stand-by for the 
:lectric pump. I have been reliably informed that 
t guarantee was sent out that the machinery a t  the 
Belle Pumping Station would supply a certain 
quantity of water per day but they got only 50% 
)f the ,warantee. You will still have to be thankful 
'or what you have got. I wo'uld like to suggest that 
n future if honourable members have plans in  con- 
lection with anything that is being done, thoset plans 
ihould be left with the Clerk of the House so that  
Ionourable members can go in  and see them rathar 
han have them handed around the Table during a -; 

lebate. I would ask the honourable senior meniber . 
'or St. Philip if he has not heard the story of a 
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manager of the Waterworks who was sent a cheque 
after certain machinery came down and, of course, - he was too honest to accept and sent i t  back. This 
was current in Barbados and I am wondering if the 

!- honourable member did not hear it. I understand 
that throughout the length and breadth of these Col- 
onim where this gentleman has gone, the importation 
of machinery runs into millions of pounds. As an  
ordinary member of the community, I come here on 

1 

-4 Tuesdays to take an interest in the taxpayers' money. 
I find that a gentleman who has been coming hem 
fairly often, I think he is the Director General of 
Civil Aviation in the West Indies, gives a talk ovar 
Radio Distribution on a Sunday night, it appears in  
the newspaper on Tuesday when £14,000 is to bs 
, voted to buy equipment for the *4irport! Is  i t  a mere 

i coincidence that a man who has not used Radio Dis- 
IF tribution Service before, uses it just as a Resolution 

'C is coming down for money to be spent on the Airport? 
That is, to my mind, a warning to the Government iS that something is going wrong. I should just like 

W to tell the honourable senior member for St. Philip 
this; that one expert attached to the Colonial  evel lop- 
ment and Welfare Department Eays that you should 
have a Public Utilities Board and another one says 
that  you should abolish the Boards and have Govern- 
ment-run institutions. You do not know where you 
are with the experts. I have something to say abobt 
that in connection with a Bill wh'ch is before the Leg- 
islature. If honourable members will read through 
this interim report, they will sze that they are told 
some things which they have no right to be told. NO 
engineer has any right to tell you whather you should 

1 mise a loan or not; he has no right to tell you horn 

& you should run yaur social schemes. I see that the 
r hono-iiralde senior member for St. George is anxious 

to get home and I will not hold him up. I am voting 
iL for this Resolution in the hope that sometime to 

oome v t e r  will be supplied, gut  I do not feel com- 
fo&abk i n  mind over the whole affair. 

The question that '<his &solution do now pass 
was put and resolved in  the affirmative without 
division. 

The Resolution was passed. 
011 the motion of Mr. SP~NGER, seconded by Mr. 

Cox, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of one Reso- 
lution in Committee and that the Committee ha3 
ask for leave to sit again. 

The House resumed. 
On motions of Mr. SPRWQER, seconded by Dr. 

CUMMINS in each case, the Resolution was read a fimt 
and second time and agreed to. 

AN EXPLANATION 

Mr. SPEAKER:  Before you make the motion 
for the adjournment of the House, I should jqst like 
to make an explanation with regard to this interim 
report which has been discussed. I do not know how 
it came to be in the House a t  all. During the week 
the Clerk asked me whether it should be printed and 
circulated or  not, a n d 1 1  told him to_ hold his hand 
until to-day. The reason for that is that  towards 
the end of the last session an honourable qember 
asked that some report or replies to questions OF: 

printed and circulated. I pointed out that i t  would 
take about four or  five w e e b  to  have that done. It 
has never been done, and no honourable member has 
ever asked about it. However, I will have this report 
printed and circulated. 

T H E  ADJOURNMENT. 

The Order Paper having been fixed. 
Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to move that this House 

do now adjourn to this day week. the 17th day of 
June, 1947, a t  twelve o'clock noon 

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. SPEAKER accordingly adjourned the House 
to Tuesday next, the 17th day of June, 1947, a t  
twelve o 'clock noon. 




