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SESSION 1946-1948 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 17th jme, 1947- 

-4, h r s u a n t  to adjowmment, the House of Assembly 
met a t  12 o'clock noon to-day. > 

i Present. 

His Honour Mr. G. B. EVELYN (Speaker), Hir; 
Honour Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER (Deputy Speaker),  

.Mr. J. T. C. RAMSAY (Chairman, of Committees), Dr. 
J. A. -LEV. WILSON, Messrs. A. E .  S. LEWIS, M. E. . Cox, D. A. FOSTER, R. G. MAPP, E. W. SPRINGER, M.A., 
H. D. BLACKMAN, W. A. CRAWFORD, D. D. G ~ R ,  
J. A. HAYNES, B.A., V. C. GALE, S. A. WALCOTT, and 
i. H. WILKINSON, 0. B. E. 

PRAYERS AND MINUTES. 

Prayers are read and the Minutes of the meeting 
which was held on the lo th  June, 1947, having been 
circulated are taken as read and confbmed. 

Mr. MOTTLEY enters the House and takes his seat. 

DOCUMENT. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I have the honour to infor;n 
the House that I have received from the Colonial 
Treasurer his Financial Report for the month of Nay,, 

PAPERS LAID 
. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker,-I have the 
to lay on the table of the House the following 

Committee appointed to advise On 
e Pine Estate for housing and sl~m 

the Barbados General Hospital for the 

NOTICE. 

Ib gives notice of the following 

The Hodse of Assembly 
To 

His Excellency the Governor 

The House is of opinion that recreaticnal centres 
or playing fields are absolutely essential throughollt 

1 tb island in order that centres for  relaxation and 
exercise may be provided for both children and adnlts. 

2. The House is of the further opinion that 
fun@ collected from this year's output of sugar for 
the  Labour Welfare Fund should be allocated for the 

----p 
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establishment of such a centre or playing field in  every 
parish in which, so far,  none exists, and respectfully 
requests that Your Excellency will take the necessary 
steps to implement the recommendation contained in 
this Resolution. 

QUESTIONS. 

Mr. WILKINSON: To enquire of the Sen~or  
Member of the Executive Committee present a t  the 
next meeting of the House :- 

l. Whether a letter over the signature of Mr 
Eugh Blackman which appeared in  the Advocate 
Daily Newspaper of June 3rd, 1947, has been drawn 
to the attention of His Excellency the Governor, par- 
ticularly with reference to the following sentence :- 
"I have seen two Invoices for the same goods, one to 
be used for Customs purposes bearing one price, and 
the other to be used for departmental purposes carry- 
ing " higher price"? 

2. If the answer is in  the negative, will His 
Excellency obtain a copy of this letter for his informa- 
tion, and possible further action, as it is a matter of 

importance ) 
3. If in the affirmative, will His Excellency h a w  

the necessary steps taken in order to protect the Reve- 
SUE: of the Island 

4. If no action is to be taken, will the Govern- 
l n e ~ +  please say 7vhy p 

Mr. SMITH enters the House and takes his seat. 

COXMITTFE O F  SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The first Order of the Clay is 
to r k m e  Committee of Supply to consider the grant 

nnllls of money for tile sewlee of tile Colony. 
Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the Home re- 

sumes Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY being in  the 
Chair. 

EX GRATIA URANT TO CASHIER IN THE G.P.0. 

The CHAIRMBN: When the House was in 
Committee of Supply on the last occasion, the Com- 
mittee was considering the Resolution for &78. 2. 6. 
as an ex gratia grant to the Cashier in the General 
Post Office and the further consideration of it was 
postponed. 

Mr. BRANCKER : Mr. Chairman,-There is oau 
,tatement, in connection with this matter, that strikes 

,pv forcibly. ~t appears in paragraph 2 of the 
addendam and is to the effect that the Police have 
made thorough investigation and are satisfied that the 
money was stolen by some person not employed in  th* 
post ofice. ~ h ~ t  strikes me as a very strong state- 
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ment and I am wondering what is the informatioa 
that backs i t  up. Obviously the Police feel fairly 
ecrtain that they know who stole this money. I heard 
that mention was made on the last occasion-I w3s 
not present a t  the time-about someone serving a aen- 
tence of imprisonment since this robbery was com- 
mitted and it has been suggested that that is the per- 
son who stole this money. If that is so, has any charge 
been laid against that person and if a charge has been 
laid, what is the result? The whole matter is very 
mysterious. Sometime ago S100 worth of s t a m p  
and money vanished, and sometime after one saw in  
the Official Gazette that a member of the Post Offiee 
staff had been, what we in the vernacular describe 
as "fired". I n  this particular case, it is only on ez 
gratia payment which is proposed but if it is felt t h r ~ t ,  
the cashier is entirely blameless in the matter and 
that the Government failed to give her the protection 
to which any cashier is eptitled in the performance 
of her duties, the Goversment should say so and as?: 

, u s  to vote the whole amount. If it is the Govern- 
n~ent 's fault, let the Government say LLWe are entire. 
l y  a t  fault. The cashier is completely blameless"; so 
that this cashier should not be out of pocket even io  
the extent of half the amount of this money if she is 
completely void of blame and absolutely innocent in 
the matter. I have heard mentioned outside by a cer- 
tain well-known local sleuth the idea that a wire way 
have been projected over the cage and these bank 
notes removed in that way; but i really would like to 
h o w  what makes the Police so satisfied as to who tke 
person is because they must be satisfied in  their minds 
as to who committed the theft that they are able to 
say that i t  was not done by somebody employed in the 
Post Office. Is i t  that they suspect in some vague 
way somebody who happened to be around there but 
that there is not sufficient evidence on which they feel 

they can proceed in the hope of getting a conviction 1 
I should like to know. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairmall,-This matter was 
portponed on the last cccasion for reason and I 
would like to kno~v whether the member in charge 
of the lEesolution has any further iilforn~ation to 
give US. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT enters the House and takes 
his seat. 

Mr. BLACKMAX: JIr. Chalrn;an,-011 the 
last occasion when we were debating this Resolution, 
some honourable member asked whether the file had 
been sent to the Attorney General. I Lave since had 
the file sent to him and his Minnte is to the effect 
that at  the time when the Colonial Pmtmaster dvs- 
cussed the matter with him he told him that he had 
not found any marks on the counter or anywhere iq 
the cashier's cage which would suggest that someone 
had jumpe6 over the cage; the Attorner General also 
says that he is not the legal adviser to the House of 
Assembly That JEinute would suggest that the 
money was carried away from inside. Well, the 
matter was referred to the Criminal Investigation 
Department who are the ..xperts on matters 
of this sort. We are not experts on it and 
this is,'what the officer i n  charge of thot Department 
says:-"As you will see, we have covered all the 
ground we can think of but we have had no success. 
I am convinced that i t  was an external affair." The 
policeman who is an expert on the matter says that 
i t  is an external affair and if we have referred the 
matter to the expert we have to take what that expert 
says as against what a person who knows nothing about 
i t  says. The Police feel that this is an external 
affdr. The matter was referred to them; they in- 
vestigated i t ;  they took statements from clerks in 
the Post B&e and as a result of their investigaijon, 
the oflloer in charge says "I am satisfled that i t  was 
an external affair." I am, therefore, standing by 

tha;. The Crminal Inve,clgatlo~ Uepartulent zeiL 
us that ~t was done by somebody outside and l ,am 
prepdred to ac~ept '  that. I said alI??ady that aI,uer 
this theft was committed, [he Govelniuent covered 
the cage, which 'is tantamount to saying t h a ~  ~t was 
a mistake for the cage not to have  bee^ covered. &l 
cages in 1Janks are covered and it 1s LO prevent hap- 
pen'ings such as thi$, I take it, that they are cowred. 
if, therefore, anything happened owing to this cash- 
ier's cage no, having been covered, ~t could not 
posslbly be regarded as the fault of the cashier. 1 
mill go further and say that these people who are  
d o h g  tleae things know their job thoroughly. 1~ 
would have been quite an easy matter for this sus- 
pected person to have rubbed out any marks he may 
have made on the counter when cbmbing over the 
cage. These things have been deliberately taught t o  
that class of persons in this island by means of cin- 
ema shows, things of that descr:piion are shown in 
the theatres and people are ta lght  how to do thi% 
sort of thing. The Governmeat does not prevent 
pictures of this nature from being shown and $f 
people learn to do these things m an expert way and 
'if the expert tells us that this theft was committed 
from outside I fail to see how this poor, unfortunate 
cashier whose job is to stay 'in the cage that the 
Government has provided to do her work could be 
made to suRer the loss. There is a drawer under the 
counter in which ,Ilone;v and Postal Order casn 
sales is put. The money that is to be sent t a  
the country post offices is not mixed up with 
the Jlonej- and the Postal Order Money. The 
cashier goes to the safe, takes out this money, 
and puts it in a tray on a table in her cage which 
has been give11 to her for that purpose. That 
table has been &ere for years and ,inasmuch as the 
cashier has done everything tltat she could have 
done with the protection that is given to her by the 
Government I do not see why she should be made 
to pay this money. I feel that it is a government 
matter and that the Government is responsible for it. 
1 should also like to say that somethne ago, some 
tools mere lost in another Department and the value 
of those tools was written off. If I were the cashier 
,511 tliis instance 1 would have refused to pay tllis 
money and then i t  would have been a much easier 
matter to have this amount written ~ f f  just as the 
value of the tools that were stolen lfrom another 
Pepartment were written off. What I have before 
me 'is that the Captain in charge of the Criminal In- 
vestigation Department says that this was done b y  
somebody outside. I am saying that .if that is s o -  
and I believe i t  because the expert says so--the cash- 
ier should not be made to pay this money. The GQV- 
ernment should be sati~fied to write i t  off in the 
same way as the value of the tmls that were stolen 
was nd t t en  off. T do not think there is anything l' 
can add to what I have said. 

Mr. TALMA enters the House and takes his seat. 
Mr. TALMA: Before you r u t  the question, Mr- 

Chairman, I would like to say that not only 'in the 
Post Office alone but in several other Government 
Depa: t n ~ e n t ~  I consider the equipment-fittings and 
fixtures-rather inadequate and should be brought 
into line with present-day conditions. I feel, Sir, 
that the Government should spend a reasonable 
amount whereby the fittings and fixtures and genera? 
oBce equipment mill be brought into tine with pms- 
ent-day conditions and mill serve as a means whereby 
the sta& will be able to camy taut their work more 
&ciently and more satisfaetorily. There is some 
negligence on the part of the lady !in mestion i n  
leaving money openly to attract the eye of the passer- 
by, whether i t  be inside or outside. I appreciate the. 



remarks of the junior member for St. John relative 
fo the expert but l am not at all btlqsfied that a 
theft of this nature could have beep committed from 
wts ide  and not inside. I feel, Sir, that there is 
smebody indde who has had either false key or 
some thmg of that sort. A t  the same time I blame thc 
Government for not granting their clerks all the 
facilities and amenities which they deserve because 
in this case, I understand that the cage was not cov- 
ered at the top. Some years ago, certain changes 
were made in the fixtures in the Post Office, through 
the h t rumen ta l i t y  of Mr. Sharp, but although he 
did'something to assist the public yet i t  was a half- 
and-half job. I n  my op'inion, i t  is v e q  unlikely that 
mmeone would have climbed over this cage a t  that 
time of the day and carried away this money. The 
job was done from h 4 d e  and that is why I asked 
the junior member for  St. John on the last occasion 
how many keys there are, because after all, if there 
are two keys, unless the cashier had both keys at  
the time of the theft, lit stands to reason that the 
other key could have been utilized to good or bad 
advantage-the advantage in this instance being tc 
the bad. I have great sympathy with the lady in 
question. She is not the type of individual that 
would dea l  anything a t  all and despite the fact that 
a precedent may be created to-day I shall show ba 
my vote that I am in sympathy with her. This lady 
will not steal; she has background attached to her. 

Mr. S. A. WALOOTT: Mr. Chairman,-I am 
sorry that I cannat vote for  thig Resolution and I 
think the line taken by the last honowable member 
is-the wrong line. He has no right to bring personali- 
ties into this matter. We have no right to create n 
precedent in this matter. I am very sorry for the 
lady but I consider that there has been gross negli- 
gence on her part and this House would be wrong :c, 

pass this Resolution. 
Mr. MAPP : Mr. Chairman,-Some honourable 

members feel very much inclined, i t  seems to me. not t o  
fix blame one way or the other. My feeling in the mal- 

te r  is that we seem to be a t  loggerheads as to where to 
fix the blame. A11 we have gathered to-day is that  if 
the Police should manage to fix blame in  one d i r m  
tion, the defence lawyers-if there are any defencp 
lawyers-will be provided with a very good defence in 
view of t he  Attorney General's Minute. We are told, 
on the one hand, that there were no footprints or 
fingerprints outside the cage ; on the other hand there 
ere some members who following the advice gived 
hy the expert detective-and riglitly se-feel that it 
was done from the outside and I consider that it 
would be a slap to the integrity of the Civil Service 

to believe otherwise We asked that this matter be 
po~tponed until today  to get the opinion of the At- 
torney General and now that that opinaion has been 
given, we are no ifurther on the point; in fact, he has 
left us more 'b'ewilde~ed than before. I do not think. 
Mr. Chairman, that it is necessary for me to repeat 
that this 3s a very sad affair inasmuch as other mem- 
bers of this Committee have alrea6y voiced that opin- 
ion. We all feel sorry for the clerk ;n  question and 
that, it seems to me, is as far  ss we are prepared to 
go. I know this: if I mere the clerk concerned mould 
not be able to pay this money and I would feel hard 
pafing i t  if I were able to do so. They tell me that this 
would create a precedent 'but I say this: where 
big sums of money are concerned, all precau- 
tions should be taken bp employers to see that those 
.qums of money are safeguarded and I as an  employee 
m u l d  feel very very aggrieved to have to pay for 
something for which I was not responsible. If I were 
in this clerk's shoes I would not have paid one cent a' 
all yet ;  but the difficulty now in  this case is who 
should pay or who should refimd the money 9 I really 

lee1 that the clerk in question should not pay this mon- 
ey. It is all right for  honourable members to 
talk about sympathy but why should we call u p w  this 
Bmployee to pay for something that was not due to 
her fault 7 We have every reason to believe that this 
theft was committed by somebody outside and as J 
said, it would be a slap to the intrgrity of the Civil 
Service to suggest otherwise. We should not go out 
of our way responsible members of this community 
and lay blame ,where we cannot definitely place it. I 
feel that the Government should be fully aware of 
our feelings i n  this matter and should take all the 
necessary ,steps to safeguard money not only in the 
Post Office but in all other Departments whe,e money 
has to pass from hand to hand. I used to work i n  a 
Government office where money has to pass from 
hand to hand and I used to be always afraid that 
anybody could stretch over and take up  the money 
from my desk. There was nothing to have prevented 
a person on the outside stretching over and taking up 
the money if my back was turned; and if any of it 
had been etolen in that  may, should I have been called 
upon to pay it? It is very hard 01: this clerk. I do 
not want to be sentimental i n  this matter. If the 
Government is to be blamed, it should stand the loss. 
I f  this money had been stolen from a 'private firm, 
would it be the creation of a preccdent if that firm 
stood the loiss? I am going to  vote for the Resolution 
because I feel that  it is very tough on this lady to 
make her pay for  carelessness on the part  of the 
Government. 

Mr. WILKINSON: It seems to me, Mr, Chair- 
man, that certain honourable members are allowing 
their hearts to carry away their heads a s  far a4 this 
matter is concerned. I do not think that there is :l 
single person sitting around this table who $ not 
in sympathy with this lady but  this is a matter of 
principle. An ex gratia payment of half the amount 
i> asked for and, therefore, there can be no questi~m 
that she is liable. I agree that the evidence we I l u ~ c  IS 

very conflicting. I heard the junior member for St 
John read a 5tatement to the effect that no marks were 
founc? on the counter; therefore, the job must 
have beell clone from inside. On the other hand 
the officer in charge of the Criminal Investigatiorl 
Department says that i t  is distinctly an outside job 
and the addendum states that the money could not 
have been taken without entering the cage. So, EL-. 
we are between the de-d a,nd the deep sea. I do think 
that there must have been some negligence on the part 
of this cashier and for  us to agree to contribute to  i t  bv 

up half of the amount of money would be cre- 
ating a precedent. I ,  therefore, Sir, cannot vote for 
this Resolution. 

Dr. WILSON: Vr.  Chairman,-I am support- 
inp this Reqoluti~n as it is but after reading the adden- 
dum to the Resolution I am wondering why the Exec- 
utive Conunittee did not see its way to reimburse the 
clerk to the full extent of the loss incurred I can see 
no negligence on the part  of this clerk. To my mind, 
the Government having cove~ed the top of the case 
since the losrs, shows conclusively *at all was not well 
with the cage in question. It is mv opinion that no  
precedent ran he established in a matter of this kind. 
since the Reqolution calls for an ez yratia grant. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I listened carefully to the 
junior member for  St. John and I particularly noted 
his remark that it could not possibly be the fault of 
the cashier,-a statement which I accept. He refers, 
,of course, to the *din? of the local Scotland Yard 
and I take it that  he adopts its view of the Inatter. 
If that  is so, that is, it could not possibly be the fault 
af the cashier I feel the Government should accept 
the full responsibility for what has t a p n  place. If 
i t  is the cashier's fault we should say We are very 
sorry that this thing has happened. You can have 



bur sympathy and nothing else." If i t  could not 
possibly be the fault of the cashier, it is, therefore, 
the fault of somebody else and in those circum- 
stances I feel that she should not have to stand 
the loss. To ask the taxpayers to stand half 
of the amount and the cashier to stand the other 
half does look like the Government agrees that i t  
could not be the fault of the cashier and if i t  is 
not her f a d t  then it would. be hard on her to ask 
her to stand 50 per cent of the coasiderable 
sum of $750. The junior member for St. John says 
that i t  was a mistake on the part of the Government 
that the top of the cage was not covered. I understand 
that a question was asked at the last meeting and I am 
wondering if the answer is available yet. That ques- 
tion. is this: Before this theft took place, 
had any request been made by the cashier or cashiers 
or by the Colonial Postmaster to the Government to 
have these cages covered? If such a request was made 
to the Government, then I assume i t  would be the 
fault of the government in not having the cages 
covered and, for the first time, locking the stable 
door after, at least, one horse is gone. I really 
would like to find out if application had been made 
for these cages to be covered before this particular 
loss took place. In  view of the statement of the junior 
member for St. John which I have already said T 
accept, that is. that i t  could not possibly be the fault 
of the cashier, I wonder whether the Government 
would be disposed, if i t  felt that the House was 
willing, to send down a Resolution to refund the full 
amount and withdraw the Resolution that is now 
before the Committee. 

Mr. F. L. wALCOTT: As I said on the last oc- 
casion, Mr. Chairman, we must decide in our minds 
whether the cashier is a t  fault or not and on that princi- 
ple we can decide the issue. I listened carefully to the 
two honourable members for St. James. One spoke 
about principle and the other spoke in very superla- 
tive Ianguage about gross negligence but neither of 
them attempted to show the gross negligence or the 
principle which makes this cashier liable. As regards 
gross negligence, this lady has always worked in ri 

cage without a cover at  the top ; the regular practice 
is to lock the door when she leaves the cage and not 
to take up the money and put i t  in a locker or  in  her 
pockets for safety. Suppose this lady had put the 
money in her pockets for safety and lost i t  when she 
went to the dressing room, would you say that she 
had no right to have taken it with her? But she acted 
in the normal manner and there is no proof of negli- 
gence on her part nor is there any suspicion on the 
lady's part. I t  is not a matter who the lady is ;  this 
is a serious matter. If any honourable member is 
suggesting that this money has been stolen inside 
the Post Office, then a n  inquiry is needed because this 
is a large sum of money and the House, feeling 
that something wrong has taken place in  this 
Department cannot tacitly pass this Resolution 
without asking the Government to investigate the 
loss of this $750. The only way you can attach 
blame to this lady is if you can prove beyond any 
shadow of doubt that she was careless right through 
and that it could not have happened except through 
her carelessness. Even in  the private Banks, cashiers 
lock the doors of their cages and go outside 'eaving 
money all around in the cages. If you go down to 
Barclays Bank now, you may see thousands of dollars 
in a cage and no cashier in i t ;  so thal when this lady 
locked the door and left her edge she acted in. the 
normal way in A i c h  she acted from the time she 
was a cashier in the Post Office. It is unfortunate that 
she has to pay any of this money a t  d .  If you c m  

prove that it is her fault, then it should not be a 
matter of paying back the money alone; she should 
be dismissed because you do not want to put such 
large sums of money in charge of people who can be so 
careless with them. If I employed a person who could 
be careless with an amount of money in the vicinity 
of $1,000 1 would be very loath to keep that per- 
son any longer in my employ. I t  is not a matter 
of yympathy. I feel that i t  would be a travesty of 
justice to ask this cashier, in  the circumstances, to 
pay any part of this money at all when you can 
bring no proof that she is guilty but  that she acte3 
in the normal manner. If you say that the Government 
is at  fault how can the servant be responsible for 
the negligence of his master? If she acted in the 
normal way right through, how can any persol1 
talk about sympathy? To my mind, sympathy does 
not oome in a t  all ; i t  is a matter of justice and if any 
person is going to mistake the meaning of justice fo: 
that of sympathy then a different translation of 
the English language is necessary. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : Mr. Chairman,-I made 
the statement that I consider it is gross negligent? 
and L will try to bear out that argument. This lady 
has a drawer with a lock and key in which she could 
hate placed tXs mone-g ; she dh? 11o.t d+ that. The c a p  
has a door that can be locked. We have nothing to 
prove that anybody went over the counter because 
there were no footprints nor fingerprints and when 
it is arbgued that somebody climbed over the top of 
the cage I do not believe that. X>- belief is that the 
door of the cage was left open with the money 011 

the table, so that anybody could have taken i t  away 
m d  I consider that is gross negligence on the part of 
this employee. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am not voting for this mu- 
olution for the following reasons. The Post Office is 3 
government Department and i t  is admitted, on the 
wording of the Resolution that the cashier is a t  fault. 
I agree in part with the sentiments expressed by the 
senior member for St. Peter. If the present Govern- 
ment is at  fault i t  should be courageous enough to 
admit its fault and come to this House and say "We 
are at  fault, pay this £156. 5s." But  to come and 
ask us for part of this money by way of a n  ex grotia 
grant is an entirely different matter. The Government 
is saying that it is the fault of the cashier and that 
she should pay half of the amount but I do 
not think I can subscribe to that idea. It is either 
the fault of the cashier or the fault of the Government. 
The junior member for St. John tells us that the @ 
Postmaster, in discussing the theft with the legal F 
adviser to the Government, said a t  the time that he did 
not discover any externaI marks vhich would have 
indicated that this money was stolen from the outdidc. i 
On the other hand, suddenly there has sprung up  in 
Barbados this expert criminologcist of whom I have 
never heard. Whence he came I do not know. How 
on earth has Captain Duke become an expert crimin- 
ologist to say definitely how his money was carried '-6 

away? But what I am worried agout is this. I take i t  
that this matter was sifted by the Government be- 
fore ' t  was brought here and I take i t  that the present 
Government by  a majority acted, on the face of it, 
with some sympathy, some intelligence, some reason- 
ing and if i t  admits that this is the fault of the 
cashier how can its members come to the House and 
say it is not her fault? The Government's spokesman 
in this matter says that it is not the fault of the 
cashier but as she was allowed to carry out her normal 
duties in this uncowred cage and through no fault 
of hers the sum of 5156. 5. 0 has been stolen, she 
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should be allowed to pay half of the money; now the 
(hwmment  comes and asks this honourable Ho'use 
to pay the other half. (Members: She has paid all). 
I am told that she has paid i t  all ; that makes i t  wors?. 
If she has paid all, would i t  not be better 
for the Government to come here and say 
"This is the fault of the Government. This Clerir 
should be paid back 5156. 5-8 On the face of i t  th.: 
Government is saying "It is not the Government's 
fault, but -ge will give you back half ". I am not going 
to s u ~ p o r t  it. 

Mr. BBANCKER: I must confess that I had 
a very open mind on this question wheu I came into 
this House and having been given the unqualified 
and unconditional assurance by the junior member for 
St. John that i t  could not possibly be the fault of 
the cashier I do not see how I could be a party t,) 
making her pay half of this money which has bee11 
stolen. She has paid the whole amount and the 
Government proposes to reimburse her half of it. 
If it could not possibly be her fault she is 
entitled to be reimbursed the full amount and that 
is why I am goin3 to suggest to the honourable mem- 
ber in charge of this Resolution that he accept my 
motion that the further consideration of this Res- 
olution be postpond to enable him to return to the 
Executive Committee and persuade them to with- 
draw this and substitute one for the full amount. 
If i t  is not her fauit-and I accept the honoural3e 
member's assurance that it is n o t t h e n  by no 
stretch of the imagination should she 'be required to 
pay this money. It would seem as though somr- 
one is trying to hold back something. It may be 
that the Government was asked to cover this cage. 
A t  any rate, if it is not the cashier's fault I move 
that the further consideration of this Resolution be 
postponed and that it be referred back to the EX- 
ecutiye Committee. Either the Go~ernment, in, 
the circumstances, pays all or  none. 

Mr. COX: T beg to second that. 
Mr. SPRINGER: I do not think i t  will be in 

order or wise for  the honourable mover of this Res- 
olution to accept a motion of that natare. I think 
it is absolutely essential that the feeling of the 
Committee be taken on the merits of the proposal of 
the junior member for St .  Lucy. I take it 
that those members who are in favour of an 
approach being made to the Government to defrag 
the amount of the Resolution will vote for the post- 
ponement and those members who are not in favour 
of increasing the amount will vote against the 
postponement and let the merits of the Fksolution 
be settled here and now. I f  the junior member 
for St. John aceepts the proposal of the junior 
member for St. Lucy, 5t is still in doubt what 
will happen to that Resolution for the increased 
amount when it comes down and we may find our- 
selves in the position of having a Resolution for 
the increased amount rejected whereas one for  the 
small amount would be passed. I may add that 
I am one of those who still believe that  the Res 
nlution should be for $375 ljecause I do not accept the 
argument so lucidly put  forward that  there 
is either total blame o r  no blame. 1 take the 
half way procedure because there are extenuating 
circumstances. 

The C,HAIRMAN: Before I put  the question 
I would like the .junior member for St. Lucy 
to state exactly what is hw motion. If I mis- 
take not, I think the honourable member said that the 
Committee should reconsider the payment of the 
full amount. We cannot do that. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I appreciate that we can- 
not do that. My motion is that thc further con- 

sideration of this P,eso!ution be postponed. I was 
only giving the reason for  the postponement. 

The C H A I W A N :  I take i t  that the senior 
member for  St. Nichael is seconding the motion 
in lits amended form. 

Mr. COX: Yas. 
Mr. LEtWIS: It seems to me that if we go 

on discussing this matter much longer, we are 
guing to sympathize with the person who has this 
money because there is not sufficient- 

The CHAIRMAN : I warn the honourable mem- 
ber that he cannot speak unless he speaks for  or 
against the postponement. 

Mr. IJEWIS: I am speaking against the post- 
ponement. It seems to me that this thmg boils 
itself down to this: 'if the cashier is not respon- 
sible for the replacement of the money i n  the 
circumstances, a Resolut6on should come to this 
House to refund money that has been wrongfully 
paid into the Treasury. 

The CHAIRMAN: The question before the 
Committee 15s the postponement of this Resolution. 

Mr. LEWIS: I am saying, Mr. Chairmap, that 
I am not voting for  the postponemeat and I 
am telling you why, I believe all that  the junior 
member for St. J o h  has told me but in my 
humble opinion this is a matter which this Houso 
cannot go into a t  all unless it -5s to refund monex 
that has been wrongfully paid inta the Treasury. 
The circumstances that show sympathy for  a par- 
ticular cashier can be manufactured, as  I have 
said on a previous occagon, to show more sym- 
pathy with another cashier. People in  these posi- 
tions should accept their responsibilities and they 
should not be afraid to ask for protection that  
is necassary. I f  they go to their Association, 
the Association should see to it that they are 
prope~ly  protected and if any bss occurs through 
negligence on their part, they should pay the 
money. My humble opinion is that  on no condittion, 
except this cashier was forced through civil mmo- 
tion or something of that kind to flee for  her 
life from her cage, should t h k  House vote this 
money. I am, therefore, moving as an  amend- 
ment that this Resolution be rejected. If this 
Resolution is rejected, i t  shows that  this House 
3s not going to create a precedent of this sort; 
i t  would be a dangerous precedent, If the Res- 
olution is rejected I see ,absolutely nothhg to 
prevent a Resolution for double this amount to 
refund money that has been wrongfully paid ;into 
the Treasury coming before this House. If con- 
ditions of employment with the Government do not 
make a person responsile for money that is stolen 
from his cage, well the Government has no right 
to receive that money - that is as f a r  as I am 
willing to go-- then the Government ~ 5 l l  have 
to take steps to make whoever is receiving money 
on its behalf responsible for thst  money. I think 
we have debated this matter as long a s  we should 
and I feel that if we go on debating it much 
longer we are going to do people harm that should 
not be done i n  this House. I beg to move that  
this Resolution be rejected so that i t  can be taken 
off the Order Paper. 

Mr. TALJkIA: I would like to ask- a question- 
The CHAIRMAN : The lilotion be for^ the 

House 'is for the postponement of this Resoiution 
and the Chair rules that the honourable member 
can nnly speak on the postponement. 

Mr. TALMA: The question which I am about 
to ask bears on the postponement. ^ . 

The C H A I R U T  : I hope the honourable 
member will make it prefect.1~ clear. 



Mr. T & U :  Is there a safe lin that De- 
partment and how many safes are there? 

Mr. WILKINSOK: I beg to second the motion 
of the junior member of the City that this Res- 
olution be rejected and for  very similar reasons. 
I am not going to make a long spe~ch  aga:n but 
I would like to say that if this Resolution is re- 
jected that is an end of the matter. 

The question that the further consideration of 
this Resolution be postponed is put and resolved 
in the affirmative, the division h i n g  as follows:- 

Ayes : Dr. WILSON, Messrs. SMITH, F .  L. WAL- 
COTT, COS, FOSTER, MAPP, BLACKMAN, BRANCKER, 
TALMA, and MOTTLEY.-10. 

Moes : &!ssrs. LEWIS, SPRINGER, GARNER, HAYNES, 
GALE, S. A. WALCOTT, WILKINSON, and Mr. SPEAKER 
-8. 

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTES FOR GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTNENTS 

Mr. SPRINGER asks for and is granted leave 
to take charge of the next Resolution which stands in 
the name of the senior member for St. Joseph. 

Mr. SPRINGER: The n e x ~  Resolution, Sir, is 
for  the sum of 53,142 to be placed a t  the disposal 
of the Governor-in-Executive Committee for the 
service of the colony as set out in the schedule. 
I do not think there is anythiug remarkable about 
this Itesolution. I t  is the ordinary routine Res- 
olution for money to supplement votes in the 
Estimates. I bcg to move that this Resolution d9 
now pass. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
The CHAIRMAN: If there is going to be any 

discussion on this Zesolution, I will ask honour- 
able members to discuss &e items in the order in 
which they are placed in the schedule. 

Mr. LE'WIM: I take it, Mr. Chairman, that the 
senior member for St. George will follow the custom 
and move the passing of the items one by one. 

The CHAIRMAN: The items have been read all 
&gether by the Clerk bmt (it is a matter for the Com- 
mittee to decide whether they will take them one by 
one. If there is going to be any discussion honour- 
able members may proceed along the lines I have 
snggested. 

Mr. B W C K E R :  I was waiting to see if. any 
honourable member had anything to say in respect 
.of Nos. 1, 2, and 3 because I have nothing to say on 
them. E h t  as regards No. 4, Head X X I X  Miscel- 
laneous Services, Item 6, Government binding and 
printing, 1946-47, $1,400, I will, as usual, draw at- 
tention to it. This amount of $1,400 is to supplement 
the amount of £4,600 provided -'..I the Estimates for ' 1946-47 and the explanatory note states that the in- 
erease ,is due to the increase in prices under the new 
contract which came into force in July 1946. We 
have to pap all this money to a private firm instead 
of its going into the Treasury. This is the only  colon^ 
in the West Indies which does not have a Bovern- 
ment Printery and you see how we suffer from the 
lack of it. All this money goes into the coffers of 
private capitalists. I n  respect of item 18, Expemes 
under the Cinematograph Film Censorship Act, 1940, 
S5, I wonder if, in the light of the revelation we had 
~ a r l i e r  t oday  as to the type of films which are comiw 
into this island and which are said to be pnttinc such 
vicious notions in people's heads as to enable themeto 
rob the post office cage without detection. the scnlor 
member for St. Georm can tpll 11s who are the present 
cinematopra~h censors. 

Mr. LEWIS: The junior member for St. Lucv 
mt. UT) and mid that he was waiting to see .if anv- 
bodv has anything to say in respect of Nos. 1. 2. and 

3 and he went on. There irs some difficulty in  deal- 
ing with this BRso1ut;on in th.& manner. However, I 
am calling attention to No. 3, l iead XX, Education, 
iii First Grade Education, item 22, Grant-in-Aid (3) 
Queen's College, 1947-48, $40. The explanatory note 
states that i t  is proposed to increase the salary of the 
Commercial part-time M'stress a t  Queen's College 
from £60 to $100 per annum from the 1st April, 1947, 
owing to the need for extending her duties from three 
to four afternoons weekly. What I mould like to 
know is whether this runs contrary to the Scheme re- 
lating to government employment a t  the school. I 
do not lmom if this is a part-time salary. I was told 
that those schemes which we passed have become law 
and I would like to know whether, by  this, I am in 
any v a y  rescincling or acting contrary to the Scheme 
relating to the Go~rernment of Queen's College. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I am shocked a t  the honour- 
able member's suggestion that the Government would 
be asking this House, in  this hole-in-the-corner man. 
ner, to alter the salaries laid doyn in  the Schemes of 
Government. As he rightly guesses, this lady is a 
part-time employee who conducts classes weekly; the 
number of classes has increased owing to the increase 
in the number of pupils and i t  is only reasonable that 
she should be given more money. The increase took 
place since the Estimates were prepared and the lady 
cannot be expected to do the work for less than &he 
is entitled to. She has asked for more money and 
the Government has sent d o n  this supplementary 
vote. 

Mr. LEWIS: I thank the honourable member 
for his explanation.' When he js amwering some of 
the quehons asked by the junior member or  St. Lucy 
I would like him to give some reason why the con- 
tracts cannot be made to run  somewhat along tha 
legislative years because I find that we are really and 
truly giving somebody power-perhaps it is necessary 
in the working of this a r r angemen t in  the month of 
July to enter into an Agreement to take money out 
of the Treasury when me ourselves, as members of 
the House, cannot do it. I would just like i t  explained 
because i t  seems a bit funny to me that  in the month 
of July when there are no elections you can go and 
make a contract that will run past the financial war .  
the elections and everything else and then the House 
iq asked to stand bv v011 in what von have done. 

Mr. SPRINGER: All sorts of contracts have 
to be made for the convenience of the Administration 
or for other purposes and it is assumed that reason- 
able men in legislative absemblies will see the neces- 
sity for ratifying them. I entirely agree with the 
junior member for St. Lucy that this Government 
can well afford, economically, to- do its own printing 
and I have no doubt that proposals along those lines 
will evmtually come forth. As regards the other 
question about the personnel of the cinematograph 
censors I have no information as to who they are. 

MY. F .  L. WALCOTT: With regard to No. 1, 
Head VIII ,  Post Office, the Parcel Post department 
especially suffers from inadequacy as f a r  as the staff 
is concerned. I have visited i t  on more than one 
occasion and I observed that more parcels are coming 
through the Parcel Post to-day owing to the heavy 
freight charges. It seems an impossible task for the 
number of clerks in the parcel post department to 
pc-t through with their work. I t  ic, a common thing 
for  any person who goes t o  that department to have 
to spend practically 7 half-day bef-re he c:lr; ?et 
away with hi., parcel, not that the c1er.k~ are un~i-ril- 
ling to attend to nersony bnt ol:ing to the ~ r o l u ~ ~ ~  
of work to bp clone. Clerks from the Departme:~t 
Store., like "The Tdcal" oftell take u p  most o i  tkic 
time when they PO to the Pawel Post to r r ~ ~ c ~ i v ~  
parcels a ~ d  I think the C*overnrnent ~ ~ 4 1 1  be well 



advised, having regard to the fact that i t  is a money 
making department, to increase the staff so as t:~ 
give greater satisfaction to the public. 

Mr. SPRINGER: The number of parcels in the 
Post Office to-day is absolutely phenomenal. What 
has happened is thal merchants import theh got& 
through the Post Officc i s t e a d  0 1  tbc nonual 
way. It is not a permanent feature and I do not 
know how long i t  will continue. The matter is being 
looked into. 

Mr. LEWIS:  With regard to the explanation 
given in respect of item 12, Government Advertise- 
ments, under Head XXIX, sometime ago we were told 
that they were arranging the advertisements in such a 
way that the cost would be ~ n s i d e r a b l ~  less. If that 
is so, I find i t  strange that in spite of that, you have 
to jack the estimate up as high as 50%. I do not 
know if there is a campaign to support every news- 
paper that is started. If the Government has gone 
in  for economy and finds that i t  still spends 50 per 
cent. more than the estimate, there is scmething wrong 
somewhere. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass ic 
put m d  reso?ved in the affirmative without division. 

EESDLUTION TO PAY FULL SALARY TO MISS E. MLLIiINaTON 

Mr. BLACKMAN: The next Reholution is for 
£117 to be placed at  the disposal of the Governoi- 
in.Executive Committee to pay full salary to Miss 
E. Millington, Assistant Mistress, St.  Michael's Girls' 
School, during her absence from the island to attend 
a six-month Social Welfare Training Course in Ja-  
maica. I think the Resolution states everything that 
is to be said in this matter. There is a six-month 
Social Welfare Training Course to take place in  Ja-  
maica shortly. Candidates are being sent by the Boy 
Scouts' and Girl Guides' Associations and the Gov- 
ernment proposes to send nliss Millington. During 
the time she is abrcad she is not entitled to any sal- 
ary and the object of this Resolution is to pay her her 
salary while she is taking the Course. I heg to move 
that the Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to second that. I would 
lilie to add that I hope honourable members will view 
this Resolution sympathetically bdcaus~ the par- 
ties who are supposed to know are satisfied that the 
candidate in question is a11 excellent choice and that 
her potential services to this country after her train- 
ing are enormous. (Cheers). 

Mr. LEWIS:  I commend the Government fox 
assisting people to qualify if i t  is noihng more than 
sending them abroad. However, 1 think the lady i s  
capable of assimilating something to bring back for 
the benefit of the people with whom she comes into 
pontact bat  the wording of this Resolution has got me 
upset and I sincerely hope that the honourable mem- 
ber will be able to help me. This is a Resolution ask- 
ing us to I-ote money to the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to pay full salary. Now, I take i t  that if 
this lady ivas not ~ o i n g  on this Course, the salary 
would be there. That is how I look a t  it. If this lady 
was not going to Jamaica to attend this Course her 
salary would be there became i t  has already been 
voted to this school to pay her. IS the lady not entitled 
to any salary if she goes away i n  these circumstances? 

Mr. SPRINGER: Not in  the circumstances of 
her case ; she had leave last year. 

Mr. LEWIS : If i t  is a case of the money going 
to soaebody who is acting for  Ilcr and she wants to 
compensate her locn~m tenens as well, I think the Re+ 
olution might be one just to authoriee the school 
anthorities to pay i t  out. I want to be sure that tkis 

aoney is going to be paid out and that if it is paid 
)ut in this nay, the lady is going to get her pension. 
[ mould like also to know whether there are persona 
similarly placed but  do not get pay because I under- 
stand that a teacher left here on one occasion and 
went to Trinidad to play cricket. The Governor 
iimself attended the cricket match but the teachpr 
@as not p a d  his salary. I am not viewing the mat- 
;er in the light of favouritism. I want the system 
~f appointment changed if i t  is wrong. 

The question that this Resolution do now paw is 
put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

On the motion of Mr. SPRINGER, seconded by 
Mr. F.L. WALCOTT, the Chairnian reported the pass- 
ing of two Resolutions in Committee of supply and 
the postponement of one. 

The House resumes. 
Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to move that those two 

Resolutions be read a filst time. 
Mr. BLACKMAN : I beg to second that. 
Mr. WILKINSON : Mr. Speakrr,-Tht juni~:. 

member for tht: City asked, in my opinion, a v8r.c 
rewonable question just now when the House via4 
in Committee of 8upply in  respect of one of these 
Resolutions and I do think that i t  should have hear 
answered. Our Chairman was very anxious t o  get 
through the work but, perhaps, the member in charge 
of the particular Resolution will answer the quest~on 
asked by the junior member for the city. 

Mr. T A W A :  Mr. Speaker,-I would like to ally 
myself with the sentiments expressed by the junior 
member for  S t  James. I, Sir, attempted to address 
the Chair a few moments ago and i t  seems to me aa 
though certain members of this Chamber are not 
granted the right which the House of Assembly affords 
to each and every member, that right, Sir, being to 
speak on behalf of their constituents on any matter 
of interest to the people as a wlrole. I happen to be 
here not through the efforts of tho Chfijrman of Com- 
mittees but  mainly by my Party's effort and my good 
sense and if I attempt to speak a t  any time I see no 
reason why the Chairman should act in a manner like 
that. I see no reason why all culture, all training. 
all intelligence and everything that matters t e  
humanity as a whole should be ignored. And, Sir, 
I had this to say long ago and I believe that it is a 
s o q  day we are approaching- 

Mr. SPEAKER.  The honourabl. member must 
'confine his remarks to the motion that these Resolu- 
tiom be now read a first time. 

Mr. TALMA : 1 say that some little refinement 
and culture, some little courtesy are necessary if this 
House of Assembly is to remain a Hovee of Assembly 
at all. (Cheers). 

The ~ues t iou  that these two Eesolutions be read: 
* 

a first tit& is pht and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

Xr. SPRINGER: I beg to move that  these two 
Resolutions be read a second time. In doing so, Sir, 
I rrould like to answer the question asked by the 
honourable member who is not present. The reply 
is nctuallv in the addendum to the Resolution. I+ 
is very difficult to help honourable mem%'ers when 
they will not read their addenda. The third par% 
rrap!~ of the addendum to the particular Resolution 
says that the Qdy is not eligible for  s d a r y  from the 
school funds. This will not affezt her pension rights 
beoause if she did not get a cent, she is entitled to 
a pension. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to  secmd the motion. 
Mr. WILKINSON: I want to t l~ank  the hon- 

ourable member for rsplying. I thivk it is courteous 
for him to do so. 
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The question that these two Resolutions be now 
read a second time is pu t  and resolved in the affirma- 
tive without division. 

On the motion of Mr. SPRINGER, seconded by 
Mr. BLACKMAN, the two Iiesolutions are agreed to. 

BARBADOS GENERAL HOSPITAL BILL. 

Mr. SZ'EAKER: The next Order is to resume 
Conmittee on a Bill to make provision in relatioq 
to the Barbados General Hospital. 

Xr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the House 
resunies Committee on the Bill, Mr. RAMSAY being i:l 
the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN: When the House was last 
in Committee on this Bill, we were discus$ng Clause 
6 of the Bill. 

. L W  : Mr. Chairman,-I have a sug- 
gestion to put to this House to-day,-a suggestion 
which, I sincerely hope. this Conzmittee 11-ill adopt 
That suggestion, Sir, is this. This I-Iospital Bill is, to 
my mind, one of the most serious matters that has had 
to be considered by this House for a long time. It 
is a Bill which, for reasons which are most obvious, 
should have been referred to a Select Committee. 
There are many features of this Bill which deals, 
among other things, with medical attention to sick 
persons, which might have been discussed in Select 
Committee and I carry that suggestion a bit further 
and say by a joint Select Conimittee of this House and 
the Other Place. I n  the Other Place there are 
members who actually serve on the medical staff of 
the Hospital and will be able to g i ~ ~ e  honourable 
members the benefit of their experience in the actual 
working of that institution. I know that honourable 
members have i t  vaguely in their minds that with t l  e 
Governor appointing the Medical Superintendent this 
will become a Colonial Hospital in the sense in which 
other islands have colonial hospitals. I have reason to 
believe that honourable members, whatever the merits 
or demerits of an institution ~f that kind are, may 
be disappointed and i t  will be well that they are. 
There is just another point and it is this. I think 
that  there will be arriving here to-morrow the Chief 
Xedical Officers and the Senior Xedical Officers of the 
colonies, islands and dependencies in the Caribbean 
area, and I feel that if proper representation is made 
to Sir John Macpherson, the Comptroller for Devel- 
opment and Welfare in the West Indies the joint Se- 
lect Committee if it acts promptly-and I have no 
reason to believe that i t  will not-may be able, some 
afternoon, to get the expert assistance of these Medical 
Officers who will be gathering in this island for con- 
ference. 

The CHAIRMAN: I s  the honourable member 
going to move for the appointment of a Select Com- 
mittee t 

Mr. LEWIS:  I am going to move that 
this Committee report the passing of five Clauses or" 
this Bill in  Committee and recommend that the re- 
rnaining Clauses be referred to a Select Committee. 
1 know there are many things about this Bill and 
about this Service that relate to the attention of the 

and the running of the EIospital and it wffI 
be m-ell for honourable members to discuss i t  in 
detail in a Select Committee, so as to make clear what 
they want and to find out exactly what the institution 
is going to be turned into, if and when they pass this 
Bill. There is a further point. I understand that 
t h e  Other Place has held up the Bill to amend the 
Education Act because the officcrg to be appointed 
are not named in the Bill and their salaries are not 
set out as has been the custom in Barbados before 

ille creation of the Department of Highways and 
Transport. I think that honourable members should 
take this opportunity to find out what are the feel- 
ings of the Other Place in a matter W; that sort and 
discuss its merits with them. The Other Place has 
taken the initiative and asked us  to cunfer with them 
3n a Bill. There are officers of this institution in 
the Other Place and I counsel !!onouiable members. 
'or numerous reasons which I do not think it neces- 
,arg to mention, to send the remaining Clauses of 
his Bill to the Select Committee for a period of, a t  
least, two weeks so that they will gct expert assist 
ance with it. I beg, Sir, to move that you do now 
oeport the consideration of five Clauses of this Bill 
in Committee and that the Committee recommends 
that the remaining Clauses be referred to a Select 
Committee. 

&fr. S. A. WALCOTT: I beg to second that. 
The question that the Cha>man leport the con- 

sideration of five Clauses of the Bill and mat  the 
Committee recommends that the remaining Clauses 
be referred to a Select Committee is put and resolved 
m the negative, the division being a s  follows :- 

Ayes: Mr. LEWIS, Dr. ~ I ~ B O N ,  Messrs. BRANCK- 
ER, GARNER, MOTTLEY, S. A. WALCOTT, and WILKIN- 
SOX-7. 

Noes: Jles_srs. SMITH, F. L. T 1 7 ~ ~ c o m ,  COX, 
E'OSTER, MAPP, SPRINGEZR, BLACKMAN, CRAWFORD, 
TALMA, HAYNES, GALE and Mr. SPEAKER.-12. 

Xr. LIEWIS : Mr. Chairman,-Since that 
motion is lost, can I ask the honourable member in 
charge of this Bill a straight question? I should like 
him to answer the question that I will put  this way. 
Is  i t  the htention of the Government when this Bill 
is passed to make the Hospital a Colonial Hospitai 
in the sense, let us say, of the Trinidad Hospital or 
not l 

Mi.. BLACKMBN: I do not know anything a t  
all about the Trinidad Hospital. I do know we 
want to put  all the medical services and the insti- 
tutions in this island under the control of a Director 
of Medical Services and a Medical Superintendent mill 
be in charge of the Hospital who will be responsible 
to the Director of Medical Services. 

Mr. LElWIS: Perhaps I was wrong in askillg 
the honourable member to tell me whether i t  would 
approximate an institution som_ewhert, else. I will 
put the question now more direct. Is it the intention 
of the Government, on the passing of this Bill,, to 
retain the system of Visiting Surgeons as a t  present 
obtains at  the Barbados General Hospital! 

Mr. BLACKMAN : Mr. Chairman,-A decision on 
the point raised by the junior member for the City 
has not yet been taken by the Executive Committee 

Mr. LEWIS:  Xr. Chairaan,-There you are! 
We are here turning this institution into what we 
know not of. The Executive Com&ttee does not 
know yet what i t  is going to do with the Bar- 
bados General Hospital and honourable members of 
this House, representing the people a t  a stage in 
their existence when they want medical attention, 
do not know what i t  is they are doing and refuse to 
aecept a motion to postpone- 

The CEIAIRXAN : The honourable member 
must not speak derogatorily of any motion that this 
Committee has already passed. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I am merely saying that i t  is 
wrong for them not to know what is being done and 
not to take the opportunity to discover, in the 
interest or' the people they represent, what is taliing 
place. I do not speak now as to whether the Govern- 
ment appointing these officers or the Board is right 
or wrong in the interest of the people but the peo- 
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ple's representatives should know something aboul 
the Bill which they are passing, otherwise they arc 
not representatives of the people. Here are honourable 
members of this House asking His Excellency the 
Governor to appoint a Commission to investigate 
something and then behind the Board's back abolish- 
ing the Board! That is what is in this Bill; it h 
not decent behaviour. I have given 'them an 
opportunity and if i t  is left to me I will give it 
again. The Senior Medical Officers of the Caribbean 
area will assemble in Barbados during this week 01 

next week. You have this glorious opportunity and I 
tell honourable members of this House that there 
are Senior Medical Offioers in this area who will 
warn them not to do what they are doing 
in this Bill. The inhabitants of colonies that have 
hospitals like what the Barbados General Hospital 
may be turned into are asking, for Gods sake, t o  
be relieved of them. The inhabitants of Antlgua 
are saying "For Cod's sake, appoint a Board t o  
run our hospital." You are merely doing something 
that somebody else wants you to do. You are placing 
it in the hands of people to appoint people to these 
posts because they have nowhere else to send them. 
The Indian Civil Service may be closed to them and 
they would like to send them out here and you will be 
in the greatest difficulty to get rid of them, if 
and when they come. When people in a community 
become ill or sceptical, they are d i a u l t  to deal 
with. Even in an institution which people enter 
not bodily ill, you are having the greatest trouble 
in this country to-day and you have to appoint 
all sorts of Committees from outside to deal with 
the situation. You are xerely stating in this B,ill 
that the Governor shall appoint a Medical Super- 
intendent and there are to-day that need attention 
and a Select Committee of this House mould be 
able to enquire into them. It is wrong to force 
an honourable member of this House to say 
in the course of a public debate what ean be 
remedied without public exposure. There is one 
thing and it is that if the honourable members of 
this House force me to say things I am going t o  
say them. Here are four responsible persons elected 
by the people, asked from this Chamber to represent 
the people on the Executive Committee and they 
come here and say that the platforms on which they 
have been elected have been forgotten by them; thq 
Housihg Bill all other Bills have been forgotten 
by them and the Hospital Bill has b e n  brought in 
bacause somebody else wants it. You have not had the 
Rteport of the Commission of Enqulry and youare 
about to abolish the Board because it is in your power 
to do so. What surprises me is that the Hospital Board 
is made up of s number of persons that are in thi.: 
HonDe representing the people to-day and they can- 
not see that this is wrong. If this Bill is passed in 
its present form, you do not know what the Other 
Place is going to do with it, so far sdaries are con- 
cerned. They have a Bill befoie' them now and I 
have seen in public print that they want to continue 
the old system of putting the names of officers and 
their salaries in Bills. I do not know if this House 
agrees to the ~rinciple of not putting officers' names 
and salaries in Bills. When the Eighways and 
Transport Bill was before this House I was told 
"Create the Dspartment and thcn we will fill in the 
blanks." The blanks have never been filled in that 
Bill; they are filled in the Estimates every year 
but they have not been Alled in the Bill. By the 
stroke of the pen last time we raised one sdarp 
by %O. I am counselling honourable members that 
they owe it to themselves-those who are on the 

Board-and to the merits of the Bill to know what 
they are doing when they pass this Bill. I defx 
any of them to tell ma to-day, if they pass thls Bill, 
that they know what they are doing. They might 
get anything as a result. They have it in their 
minds that something might happe~l and i t  might 
happen like somethmg else has happened. You 
are pomg to turn this hospital Into a coloual 
hcqpital o? anything else. No honourable meia- 
ber of his House knows what is going to hap- 
pen and before you take an institutmn that caters 
to the sick of this country and leave it to somebod:- 
else to decide what is to be done with it I think 
the ~eople's representatives should be the ones to 
say what is to be done with it. The honourable mem- 
ber in charge of this Bill says that he does 
not know if the Executive Cpmmittee has 
taken any decision in the matter. They do not 
know why they brought this Bill or they are ashamed 
to wy it. That is how I intrepret this action. r 
say that yo'u are dealing with a very important matter. 
Whatever may be the defects of the Board you never- 
theless have to bear in mind that you are dealing with 

: I  body of professional men and, believe me, Mr. 
Chairman, the jealousy that can go on among pro- 
fessional men will surprise this community if they 
knew about it. This institution has to be a training 
centre for the people who attend to sick persons. Do 
you know how they are going to be taken on8 Do 
you know if they are going to become Civil Servants 
when they are taken on? Does any honourable 
member know what he is doing a t  all when he hm 
voted for this Bill? No ; he does not. The Hospital 
Board is the one Board in this colony that has some 
of its employees sitting in judgment on it in the 
Legislature; it has always had; so that if there {S 

anything wrong on the medical side you would have 
heard it ever since. Let us find out the c a u e  for this 
change. Let us find out what they are going to give 
the people. Not one of the members of this House 
knows and if he does h o w ,  i t  is strange that he 
would not say it. I counsel honourable members t o  
accept the motion and let the House decide what i t  
will do. This is a glorious opportunity to get expert 
advice in this matter. There are many who 
want to abolish the Board, thdugh I see nothing wrong 
in abolishing i t ;  but if this is to be a part of the 
medical services, will) the honourable member in 
charge of the Bill tell me why it was not included 
in the Medical Services Bill. If this is an attempt 
to regulate the medical services of this colony, 
why was the Hospital left out of the Medical Services 
Bill? When the Highways and Transport Bill 
was passed honourable members of this House 
readily accepted the statement that we were going 
to discover what the Department was going to look 
like when they voted the money for it. You 
remem%er appointing a Select Committee to con- 
sider the Head in the Estimates -elating to that 
Department and that showed that you had some 
sense of your responsibility. I n  this matter you are 
d,ispiaying ~solixtely none and I counsel you'to re- 
consider your decision, let a joint Select Committeb 
of this and the other Place confer on this Bill and 
let them ask Sir John Macpherson to give them t h  
benefit, at some stage of their deliberations, of the 
experiences of the medical officers who will be arrir- 
ing in this colony shortly from other West Indian: 
Colonies. Some honourable member is m'umblin~ 
qomething. 

At this stage, 2 p.m., M3. SPEAKER resumes tbc 
Chair and adjourns the House until 2.45 p.m. in ac- 
aorhcze with Rule 40 (a). 



REPORT PRESEBTED. 

On re-assembling, 
iMr. SPRJNGER: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to pre- 

sent the Report of the Joint Szlect Committee ap- 
pointed to consider and report on the Bill to impose 
a levy on Sugar and Fancy -Molasses. 

REPLIES LAID. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I hso beg to .by on the Table 
of tha House the replies to question No. 38. 

DELAY OF REPORT Re PEICE O F  SUQAR 
CANES. 

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move the 
adjournment of the Hduse for five minutes in order 
to deal with a matter of grave importance, a matter 
relative to the price of sugar canes. This matter 
d e c t s  the sugar industry and it affects mainly the 
peasants of this island, but all cane growers will be 
affected. I am now referring to Professor Shephard'b: 
report which has been long overdue. You will re- 
member, Sir, that Professor Shephard rendered yeo- 
man service relative to the sugar industry. He 
arrived here in March this year and enquired into 
the price to be paid for sugar canes but up to this 
moment the report has not been submitted. The 
position is that the average peasant does not knov 
exactly how he stands or whether it will be 
pcissible for hirq, to consider growing canes on an 
unprofitable basis. At  all the factories of this 
island the price of canes varies according to the effi 
iciency of the factory and things of that nature. We 
have attempted in the past to pass a Bill to fix a mini 
mum price for canes but that Bill has never seen the 
light of day; the most material Clauses were not ac- 
cepted by the Other Place. The plight of the peasant 
today is undoubtedly very grave; it must be borne in 
mind that the peasant has to pay an equally higfi 
price as the plantation owner in order to get his 
crop reaped, and then we have to consider the cost 
of transportation. There are very few peasants in 
this island who can afford to own lorries and so 
supply their own form of trans~ortation of canes to 
the factories. Then there is the high cost of living 
which affects the island. The peasants therefore 
have to face the high rate of wages, transportatio, 
difficulties and the high cost of living-they have to 
encounter three difficulties--and what is worrying 
them is the fact that the price of sugar has been 
increased, and they want to know what proportion 
will come to them so as to alleviate their distresses 
and burdens in these trohblous times in which very 
few of them can find the means of keeping life and 
limb together. I da not care to elaborate on this issue 
but the peasants want to know in the not too distant 
future what price they will receive for their canes. 
At  one factory there is one price paid, at  another 
factory there is another price paid, and all over the 
island the prices fluctuate according to the recovery 
and efficiency of the factory. I think that there 
should be some minimum price tvhereby the peasants 
can feel that they can continue to plant canes. It is 
not now beneficial to them to do so. Despite the fact 
that the price of sugar has been increased, the price 
of canes is still a t  a very low ebb The peasants in' 
+his island are not organised and the price of their 
-anes is very low. If they could lump their canes 
'ogether and sell them in bulk, then they wo'uld m- 
ceive the price wliich the plantation owners receive 
for their canes. I want to bring to the attention of 
this .House the fact that a different price is paid for 

lantat ion canes from that which 1s paid for peasants' 
5anes. If the peasants could see fit to group them- 
 elves together and sell their canes in  bulk, they 
wuld receive the same price which $he plantation 
~wner  receives for his canes. Uuless and until that 
day arrives, the peasants will not receive a proper 
price for their canes; unless and until such an ex- 
pert as Professor Shephard, who has already helped 
the cane-cutters, does something constructive to assiat 
the peasants, unless and untiI this report is pre- 
sented, the peasants will not rec3ive a fair and equit- 
able price for their canes. We are here to assist that 
group of workers; we are hoping that Professor 
Shephard will not sit on that report any longer but 
will submit the report whereby the peasants will re- 
ceive an equitable price for their crop from now on- 
wards. 

Mr. GARNER: I beg to second the motion. It 
is true that the peasants are bewildered at  this time 
of the year to find out what has gone wrong with 
this report. I n  the first instance, we had hoped that 
Professor Shephard would have done this work which 
he is now doing a t  an earlier stage; but it seems as 
if he did not find it quite convenient1 say con- 
venient with a note of interrogation behind i t t o  
do it, because it affects a certain class of people. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that the hon- 
ourable member should make such s suggestion. You 
can make your criticisms, but I do not think that 
you should suggest such motives in  connection with 
the work which Professor Shephard has been asked 
to do. 

Mr. GARNER: I feel that anything which can 
be done to relieve this situation should be done quick- 
ly. Professor Shephard came here with certain 
terms of reference. I heard the Attorney General 
say that it was not necessary to stipulate certain 
things beca'use with the terms of reference it was 
r~ecessary for Professor Shephard to quote the price 
to be paid for peasants' canes. Having heard that, 
it does make one think that something other than 
what is right goes on. That is my opinion because 
I happen to be an interested person. I feel that 
the time has come _when this report should be handed 
in. I t  is long overdue. It is not only with respect 
to this session; we were waiting for it during the 
last session. At the beginning of this session or soon 
afterwards, Professor Shephard was asked 'to make 
this report and the canes have been made into sugar, 
the sugar is being shipped, the money has been paid 
for the canes and up to now nothing has been heard 
from Professor Shephard. The people are asking 
what is happening and I am unable to say. I cannot 
say what has become of the report because I have 
not heard anything official about it. I think that :t 
is about time that the Government find out what is 
happening with respect to this report. This report 
must affwt the peasants first of all because everyone 
knows that the agricultural labourer has been given 
an increase in his wages, and rightly so; but you 
cannot pay the agricultural worker more money and 
leave out the peasant when he does not share in the big 
loop. If the peasants knew where they would get more 
money from, i t  would be all well and good for them to 
work their land; but most of them have abandoned 
their land because they cannot get an adeq'uate price 
for their canes. It is true that we have received 
£4. 15s. per ton for sugar for the 1947 crop ; but the 
prices this year as compared with last year's crop 
are very little different. Some of this money 
has been allocated to certain funds and of what j ,  - 
has been allocated to the price of canes and labour 

l 
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the peasant have not seen any part of it and the 
are asking for it. I hope that this Government wi 
urge upon Professor Shephard to send in his repor 1 and what is more, that they will make whatever h 

. h d i n g s  are retrospective as from this sear's cro 
because the money has been allocated byVthe Britis 
Government. Whatever Professor Shephard's h d  
ings are, they should be made retrospective as fro1 
the last crop. I hope that from this meetin 
Professor Shephard will be notified that there ar  
thousands of people who are awaiting his repor 
because the sugar industry employs quite , 

number of people, and apart from th.: employees th 
peasants depend on the indwtry for their livelihood. 

Mr. SPRLNGER: It is perfectly true, as t h  
honourable junior member for St. Philip has remark 
ed, that the peasants and the nane growers all ove 
the &land have been considerably worried over th 
delay of the report from Professor Shephard. As WI 

all know, that report was expected a t  the end of l* 
month. All sorts of wild rumours ha\% been current 
certainly in my parish, as to the reasons why thi 
report has not been puwished, and I have had : 
great deal of difliculty in explaming to the peopll 
concerned why the report has not come to hand 
Naturally, on receiving these enquiries, I alway8 as1 
at  the principal Government Office as to whethe 
anything has been heard from Professor Shephard 
and I went so far as to request that a letter be writ te~ 
to the College to which he is attached asking for soml 
definite word as to the whereabouts and cause of thl 
delay of this report. Honourable members will recal 
that Professor Shephard was to go on leave a t  thc 
end of May; he left his report at  the end of thc 
month to be typed and forwarded to us, and I an 
happy to say that on making one further enquirj 
this morning. I elicited the fact that the report arrive: 
yesterday. None of qs has had the opportunity oj 
reading the report; I believe it is before His Excel 
lency the Governor and it will soon be sent to thc 
printers and by this time next week a copy should 
be laid on the Table of the House so that the anxietS 
of honourable members will be xlieved. It is, shall 
I say, a happy coincidence that this question has been 
raised this afternoon. I am very delighted to bc 
able to give this information this aft~rnoon. If the 
question had been raised last Tuesday I would have 
had to say that I was asking from Trinidad as t o  
what was happening about the reporl; but to-day I 
am glad to be able to say that the report has arrived. 
It is not possible to lay it on the Table of the House 
to-day; the report is being perused by His Excel- 
lency the Governor, it will go to the Executive Com- 
mittee and then be laid on the Table of this House. 
I t  is merely for us to cdnsider the  ont tent^ of the 
report and then take whatever action is appropriate. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I had no intention of en- 
tering the discussion, but cousidering that thc 
honourable member who raised the question is my 
close associate, I should like to make it clear that 
I had no knowledge whatsoever that the report came 
to hand yesterday. As the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. George has pointd out, the report is now 
before Eis  Excellency the Governor and has not 
yet been sent to members of the Executive Commit- 
tee. It is particularly fortuitous that the honourable 
senior member for St. Beorge has been apprised of 
the fact that the report is in the idand to-day. I 
endorse the statement that this report is long overdue ; 
as a matter of fact, I should like to correct the hon 
ourable senior member for St. Gewge, we were 
promised that we would have t h 4  report a t  the end 
of April and not a t  the end of Xay; so tlliat, strictly 
speaking, i t  is almost two months overdue. What 
has aggravated the dtuation is the fact t.hat the crop 

has come to an end and the peasants, quite justifiably, 
are apprehensive that unless w r y  prompt action i s  
taken, they may not receive the benefit of the report 
in  respect of the crop which has just passed. I t  was 
with the specific intention of ensuring an equitable 
price for peasants' canes for the past crop that this 
House asked His Excellency the Governor to engage 
the services af Professor Shephard in order to con- 
duct the enquiry which is undar reference. It is a 
matter for satisfaction that the enquiry has been 
completed and the report is available. I sincerely 
hope that those of us who look forward to the publi- 
cation of this report will have -use for more than 
satisfaction with the recommendations it contains. 

M;r. TALMA: I ask leavc to withdraw my 
motion. 

Nr. RAMSAY: Befqre the ~ o t i o n  is with- 
drawn, I want to express a sincere hope. I say 
this with a full sense of responsibility I hope that 
the Qvernment will do everything in  its power .to 
make i t  possible for the benefits that may accrue to 
the cane growers to be given to them not only ih the 
way of the money but in respect of other things 
which are not quite nice to be explained here. 

There being no objection, thr honourable member 
was granted leave to m-ithdmw the motion. 

SUSPENSION O F  RUTA 61 (A) 

Mr. SPRINGER: I ask leave to move for the 
suspension of Rule 61 (a) in order to resume Govern. 
ment Business. I do not propobe to go on with the 
Hospital Bill unless honourable members desire to do 
so because that seems to be comrowr~ial. There are 
other measures m the Order Paper which are non-, 
controversial such as Order No. 4 dealing with in- 
creasing the emolurments of copyists attached to the 
Registration Office, and I am asking leave to move 
EOT the suspension of the IEule so as to resume Govern- 
ment Business. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave to make tne motion. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to move t h t  R d e  61 (a) 
be now mspended in order to resume Gavernment 
Bnsiness. 

Mr. BLACKMAN seconded the motion which was 
igreed to. 

REGISTRATION OPFICE (AMEBDM~T) BILL 

On the motion of Mr. SPRINGER, seconded by Mr, 
~IAPP, Order No. 4 was taken as the next Order of 
lay. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
tands in the name of the honourable senior member 
'or St. &orge:-Second reading of a Bill to amend 
he Registration Office Act 1903 (1903-6). 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to move that this Bill 
)e now read a second time. The purrose of the Bill 
s to amend the rates payable to the copyists in the* 
Legistration Office for the copying of documents. As 
s stated in  the "Objects and Reasons" of the Bill, 
he work of this nature is performed by copyists who 
.re paid from the Public Tressury a t  the rate of 
hree pence per folio of ninety words. This rate is 
ixed by subsection (4) of section 2 of the Registration 
)ffice Act, 1903. The Registrar recommends that in 
iew of the increased cost of living and of the fact 
hat t h e e  copyists do not receive a cost of living 
llowance, the rate of three pence per folio should 
le increased to five pence per folio of ninety words. 
will anticipate a point or an objection that may be 

%ken in connection with these copyists. The questi~lt 
f having clerks in  the Civil Service employed for 
his purpose and paid salaries has been raised more 
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than once within recent years. The Government has 
had tile matter investigated and they have had reports 
from Lhree Registrars who have stated that it would 
be impracticable to depart from the practice of pay- 
ment by results. .While there are two copyists w h ~  
are more or less regularly employed, the amount of 
work fluctuates. When persons order documents they 
have to pay for them and a t  times there is a greater 
rush than at other times. At  election time when the 
coyping of the Voters' Lists has to be done, you 
have to employ a great amount of assistance for this 
purpose. I t  would be impossible to maintain per- 
manently a staff which would be adequate to deal 
with the burden of work which arises from time t.) 
time, such as the preparation for the elections. It 
therefore seems but reasonable that a t  some time or 
other you have to provide for the employment of the 
extra part-time assistance. At any rate, the Govern- 
ment has gone into the question thoroughly, not only 
this Government but the last Government, and has 
satisfied itself that the system ought to be allowed to 
go on. It is purely a question of doing justice to these 
people I think it obvious to honourable members 
that If the rate of three pence per folio of ninety 
words was reasonable in 1903, then the rate of five 
pence per folio is reasonable in 1947. I hope that this 
Bill will find favour with the House. 

Mr. BLACKMAN : I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: There is just one little bit of in- 

form-ation which I would like fx,  get in connectioa 
with this Bill. The recommendation for this increase 
for these copyists is based upon two things-the in- 
creased cost of living and the fact that no cost of 
living allowance has been granted them. It would 
seem to me that the Registrar is not clear in his mind 
as to whether it is right to increase the basic salary 
rather than grant a cost of living allowance. As 
that afEects the principle of the Bill, I would just 
like the honourable mover of the second reading to 
assure me that five pence per folio is a reasonable 
amount to pay for this work. I do not know anything 
about it. It is only in reading paragraph 2 of the 
"Objects and Reasons" that it strikes me that the 
Registrar has not come definitely to the conclhsio.1 
that five pence per folio is the rate which should be 
laid down for all time. I would like to be clear on 
the point. If the honourable member can asure me 
that five pence per folio is the correct rate to be paid 
undkr the law, I am quite willing to vote for that. 
If there is any doubt in his mind, if the rate is put 
a t  four pence per folio and one penny as a cost of 
living allowance,. perhaps we can do it in that way. 
We are being asked to increase the basic salary be- 
cause yov havb not given a cost of living allowance. 

Mr. SPRINGER : The answer to that question is 
that this is a dethite recommendation of the Regis- 
trar. He has discussed the matter with the copyists, 
made up his mind and has recommended this figure 
to the Government. 

Mr. TALMA: This is a matter of which I have 
some intimate knowledge and I firmly believe that t h ~  
t ide  has definitely come when these copyist should 
be incorporated in the Government Service. Despite 
what may have been said earlier the work has increase3 
immensely; almost everyone who does any legal work 
realises the necessity for having documents proved 
and &corded. If that is so, and I h o r n  that it is so, 
it stands to reason that the Department will be more 
efeciently carried on if thes'e copyists were incorpor- 
ated in the Service. I am not trying to level any 
criticism a t  the present coypists, but I honestly feel 
that if they were Government employees the work 
would be done more efficiently and quickly. To ask 

that the old system should be continued is to ask too 
much. How is i t  that in other Government Depart- 
ments like the Courts you have the regular clerks 
copying all the proceedings but the Registrar has to 
employ people from outside as copyists? I s  it that 
these people are specially qualified for this work ? 
Insofar as the proposed increase is concerned, the 
cost of living has increased greatly and an 80% 
increase or thereabouts has been proposed here. How- 
ever, I feel that the day has definitely come when 
these copyists should be incorporated in the Service 
and ,nade Government servants in  every respect, 
being granted pension rights and things of that sort, 
and that this old method which is just a sort of pat- 
ronage should not be continued. This is just a 
question of assisting one or two people in a certain 
way and there is little or no efficiency. I feel that 
these copyists should be incorporated as Third Grade 
clerks or whatever the Government feels fit and let 
the work be laid out rather than havink people em- 
ployed from outside, people who just come in and 
copy documents and the work is not controlled by the 
Government a t  all. Thisis due to the half-way method 
of doing things in certain offices. I shall make ;I 

motion for the reduction of the amount at a later stage 
because this will create a certain amount of hardship 
upon the poor people, those who try to avoid unneces- 
3ary legal work through not having their documents 
proved and recorded 

Mr. RAMSAY: The honourable senior member 
for Christ Church has struck a note which, if you 
will remember, Mr. SPEAKER, I have consistently struck 
in this Eouse. I remember the time when a certain 
amount was to be voted in a certain year, and I 
calculated how many people the amount would have 
employed. At that time they used to give this copy- 
ing of documents to various people who were already 
employed in the Civil Service at  high salaries. I 
do not know how much of this work will be done 
in the course of a year. .I should like to tell the hon- 
ourable senior member for Christ Church that the 
cost of living is naturally going up for everybody, 
and I am wondering whether he i s  seriously con- 
templating not paying this increase. I do not think 
that people from outside should be employed to do 
this work; I myself would like to see these people 
drafted into the Civil Service provided t,hat the 
amount to be expended per annum would go into 
pertain figures. The honourable senior member for 
Christ Church has argued that you must have certain 
people of trust and I agree with that. It is not because 
an individual is capable of writing that he is a copyist. 
It is a very dangerous thing to bring in irresponsible 
peopIe and put them to copy documents in an office 
of this sort, because the Government's business must 
not go to the people in the street. We must not allow 
the business of the Government to become the business 
of the public. Things of vital importance are done in 
the Registration Office; it is not merely the copying 
of the Voters' Lists. I am asking the honourable 
senior member for Christ Church not to press for anv 
reduction of the rate because we cannot tread on holy 
ground. I would like to say this to the Government. 
I hope that the practice b d a y  is not what it was be- 
fore when it was the family of the family of the 
family who did all this work and got the money. . 
(Laughter). I know what I am talking about, at 
one time the family of the family of the family did 
this work. I want to ask honourable members to ab 
low this measure to be passed. I say this with a full 
sense of responsibility; when the Registrar recom- 
mends something for us to do, we ought to do it 
without a blush. I am sure that things will go right 
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and we can count on the Registrar to have them going 
right. I say to honourable members : please do not 
ask for a reduction of the rate. We have just been 
asking for m increase for the cane growers and, 
lest honourable members perambulate, I am asking 
that this rate be not reduced. 

The question that this Bill be now read a second 
time was put and resolved in th_e aErmative without 
division. 

The second reading was passed. 
On the motion of Mr. S P R I N ~ ~ ,  seconded by Mr. 

Cox, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went 
iuto Committee on the Bill, Mr. RAMSAY being in 
f i e  Chair. 

The three Clauses of the Bill were read and 
passed. 

On the motion of Mr. SPRINGER, seconded by Mr. 
Cox, the Chairman reported the passing of the Bill 
in  Committee. 

The House resumed. 
On motions of Mr. SPRINGER, seconded by Mr. 

Cox in each case, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed. 

ADDRESS RE COKTBIBUTION TO CARIBBEAN 
TOURIST ASSOCIATION 

Mr. SPRINGEW: I n  the time remainis? T 
think that we might deal with Order No. 16. I beg 
to move that this Order be taken as the next Order 
of the Day. 

Mr. RAMSAY seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I ask leave to take charge of 
this Order. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

The next Order of the day was called :-To move 
the consideration of the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee appointed to consider and prepare a draft 
Reply to His Excellency's Mesmge No. 1/1947 relat- 
ing to Barbados contribiuting to the Caribbean Tourist 
Association. 

Mr. SPRINGER: The Select Committee con- 
sidered His Excellency's Message and embodied the 
following Address in their Report :- 

The House of Assembly 
To 

His Escellewy the Governor 

The House of Assembly have the honour to 
ac'howledge the receipt of Your Excellency's Mes 
sage No. 1/1947 dated 3rd January on the subject 
of the establishment of a Caribbl~an Tourist Bureau. 

The House agree that Barbados should join the 
propwed Association but that the annual contribu- 
tion should not exceed the sum of $8,000.00 United 
States currency. 

The House are of the opinion that the activities 
of the Barbados Publicity Committee should be con- 
tinued as heretofore. 

This is a question of the annual contribution 
which should be made to the Caribbean Tourist 
Association. It is suggested that our contribution 
should not exceed the sum of $8,000 United States 
currency. Honourable members have discussed thc 
. matter, decided on their policy and I feel sure that 

they will pass this Address without any further 
comments. I beg to move that this Address do now 
PM. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Address do now pass was 

put  and resolved in the asrmative without division 

The Address was passed. 
Mr. SPE,AKER: I will ask the honourzble 

senior member for St. George to gresent this Address. 
Mr. SPRINGER: As Your Honour pleases. 

LEAVE FOR AUDITOR OF SUGAR INDUSTRY AGRICULTURAL 
BANK 

Mr. SPEAKER : I have the honour to inform 
the House that I ha\-e received a letter from the 
Auditor of the Sugar Industry Agriculhural Bank. 
Be has to go to England on leave on medical grounds 
md he is asking that Mr. Noel W. Clarke, a qualified 
Accountaut in his employ, be appointed to act as 
Auditor during his absence. The Act requires that. 
when an Officer goes on leave, tie has to appoint to 
act for h!m someone who has been approved by the 
House. The Auditor is asking for six months' leave. 

39r. CRAWFORD: I beg to move that the 
Auditor be granted the leave a s k d  for and that Mr. 
Noel Clarke be appointed to act for him. 

Mr. WILKINSON seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It now being half past three, 
the time has come for the consderation of Private 
Members ' Business. 

ADDRESS R E  LARGE-SCALE PROJECTS TO RELIEVE UNEM- 
PLOYMENT. 

The first Order of the Day under. Private Mem- 
bers' Business was cadled:-To move the passing 
of an Address to His Excellency the Governor relat- 
ing to large-scale p r~ jec t s  to relieve unemployment. 

Mr. GARNER : Mr. Speaker,-The Address 
reads as follows:- 

The House of Assembly 
To 

His Excellsney the Govermr 

The House views with considerable apprehension 
the increase in  the number of unemployed and 
the regrettable absence of greater opportunities 
abroad for work for our workers. 

2 The House is of opinion that it is essential 
that large-scale projects to relieve unemploymcnl 
be started at  once and urge that Government undw- 
take with all possible expeditiousness, the follom- 
ing :- 

(a) Canalization of the Constitution Rivcr. 
(b) Earthing, grading and levelling the side 

strips to the Runway a t  Seawell Airport, 
extension of the Runway to the Government 
boundary and the construction of a road 
around the end of the extension. 

(c) Reconstruction of tenantry roads throughout 
the island: The Department of Righwap 
and Transport to  commence work a t  the 
earliest possible date on priority roads ia 
St. M,ichael, St. Andrew and St. Lucy. I n  
the other parishes, the Highways Commis- 
sioners to aend in  their lists of roads at 
once, in order that operations can be 
started. 

(d) A complete survey of the area, with a view 
to the construction of the projected East 
Coast road-Bathsheba to Belleplaine road. 

(e) Construction of the Pine Estate Roads. 
3. The House is convinced that W C W ~  on the 

above, if undertaken, as far  as po&ble, simultao- 
eously, would provide employment, for so& time, 
for upwards of 3,500 workers from every parish in 



the island, would place upwards oi a million dollars 
i n  circulation throughout the island, and, in addition 
to the economic advantages whicli would accruc 
would also provide improvements which are needed 
vitally in the island. 

Sir, it is beyond the shadow of any doubt that 
the number of unemployed in this island is growing 
daily: perhaps if I said hourly that m u l d  be in 
order. As one walks through the City of Bridgetown 
and its suburbs, one can see groups of people talking 
or  engaging themselves somehow and when you ask 
a question you are told that there is no employment. 
I f  you were to go to the coun tv  districts perhaps in 
the afternoon, you will see another set of p e o p l e a l l  
able-bodied men-standing by the side of the road 
sometimes very near to places of business or places 
where there is nothing being done. You will find 
them talking-just frivolity perhaps-and when you 
ask the same question you are told that there is no 
work to be done. As representatives of the people, 
i t  is incumbent upon us to find work for each aild 
every person. who lives in  this island We cannot 
afford to sit idly by and say that i t  is enough for us 
to ask the American or Venezuelan or some other Gov- 
ernment to take our people in their cam for a short 
time while we stay at  home and do nothing. During 
the War years this Government amassed a little 
wealth, and i t  cannot be called a poverty-stricken 
Government. We have accumglated a little money 
in  the Treasury and while i t  is not to be squandered, 
i t  is to be utilized for the employment and for the 
good and well-being of our citizens. If that is not 
done we fail to be civilised creatures It is a fact 
that Barbados sihould have beein beautified and 
brought up  to standard a very long time ago. If we 
accepted the excuse before that YJe are too poor to 
start on a large-scale programme, that excuse is no 
good to-day because we have a little cash in our hands 
to-day If I take these items one by one, yob will 
see that this programme is fool-prooi'. We have a 
very ugly structure here-the Constitution River; it 
smells from earth to heaven. How the people who 
live in that vicinity make out, I do not know. When 
I pass there I have to get away as soon as I can I do 
not see that any Government which has any self-re- 
spect could allow that spectacle to remain and not 
seek to remedy the fault. The canalization of this 
River is a great item in this scheme; not only would 
i t  bea,utify GUY City, bht  i t  would reclaim land which 
could be used for some other purpose. Perhaps 
Queen's College could be extended when the land 
is reclaimed. The stench from this Biver would bs 
removed, a more healthy condition obtained and work 
would be provided for the people in Bridgetom. 
Now we come to the Seawell aerodrome. Flying 
is the last word when i t  comes to the question of 
transportation; now that we have the funds a t  our 
disposal we can start about 330 or 400 people '0 

work a t  once in preparing the grdund for our com- 
munication lines a t  Seam11 Tf we were to start 
on such a project, people from the parish which T 
have the honour to represent would find some work 
as well as people from the parishes of St. George and 
St. John. I think that that would relieve quite a 
number of unemployed people. I t  is nothing extrava- 
gant to employ three or four hundred people to carry 
on this work; i t  would relieve congestion and woulci 
allow more money to be put  in  circulation from week to 
week. As regards the reconstruction of tenantry roads 
throughout the island, Sir, everyone knows the 
state of these roads. It is true that this Govern- 
ment has done a. littie more than-the previous Cov- 
ernment in that they have given the Commissioners 

of Highways a little more money ;o as  to put the main 
roads in a proper condition, but they are still 
awaiting the repcrts from the Commissioners as to 
which roads are most urgently wanted. Sir, I happea 
to be a vestryman myself and I do not want to say 
any unpleasant things about vestrymen; but every- 
body here knows that if you were to wait uptil vestry- 
men send in their reports, it would be another two 
years before some of them report on what roads they 
want clone. Some of these vestrymen are recalcitrant 
and irresponsible and some of them are too mhch 
of the old school; they do not know anything about 
progress. If  some of them really had to face election 
they would not b_e i n  office to-day. We are asking that 
the Department of Highways and Transport go on 
with more work in the parishes. It may be said in 
certain quarters that they have not got the rolling- 
stock to go on with this work, but I would like to 
suggest that, we may be able to rent, lease or borrow 
some rollers from Trinidad or some of the nelzh- 
bouring colonies so that this work can be done. This 
work is very urgent. As regards the East Coaqt 
road, everybody knows that i t  is clearly a necessity t~ 
have this road built. Somebody told me not long 
ngo that some people are saying that the Government 
should not spend any money there becaxse that would 
raise the value of people's property in that cicmity. 
What could be more mean than that? Must we deprive 
hhe ~ e o p l e  of the road because i t  will increase the 
value of people's property? That is selfishness to the 
:ore The Parochial Authorities will take care of 
h a t ;  if the value of the property increases, that will 
t r ing in more taxation. I repeat that this talk of 
people's property being increased in value if this 
road is constructed is only due to a selfish outlook. 
Whatever you do to 'beautify the island wii! be an 
asset to its inhabitants. We do not look to see how 
rrluch land anybody has in that area; we look s t  
the good which people will derive from the prnjwt. 
I t  does not mean that other people of the is7rtl:d 
cannot cross the road. With regard to the 
Pine Estate,, everybody thought :hat that was a white 
elephant. I ,  too, thought so: but I now sec that it 
can bf! utilized. Since I am convinced that this is so, 
I am saying that work on the construction of the 
roads there should be carried on so as to provide 
employment for some of our unemployed people a t  
his time. Now as to the number of people which 
hese schemes would employ, I have given a very mild t 

estimate of 3,000 or 4.000 persons. However, that 
will only be touching the bo rde~  of the unemployed 
people in this colony One thing that helps to swell 
the unemployment list is the introduction of machin- 
ery into the sugar industry, and while I am not 
questioning that point to-day because I want to be 
quite fair and reasonable, I am saying that if t h e  
sugar industry finds that i t  cannot keep up with the 
price of susar and i t  introduces machinery, it is a 
matter for our legislators to find out how far the 
machinery is affecting the wo:Bers of this island. 
After all, they had 300 years in which to make money 
and if they made that money and are now taking 
the reserve to bring in machinery to put  the unfor- 
t'unate people out of work without any sympathy, 
then it is a matter for the legislators of this island. 
I give that as a hint to show legislators that  people 
are put out of work and the sugar industry is still 
making the same profit as before. The only thing is 
the outlay m the machinery and when one piece of 
machinery can plough-- 

Mr. SPEAKER : I think the honourable member 
s going outside the scope of his Address. 
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Mr. GARNER: I am only giving some of the 
causes why we heave such a large amount of hnem- 
ployment. However, I will not enlarge on it but 
when you take these things into account, it is more 
incumbent upon this Government, since it will not 
curtail the activities of the sugar industry, to find 
ways and means of giving proper employment to 
~hese people who have been thrown out of work by 
this machinery. If we devise no ways and means to 
give these people some sort of emgloyment, we are not 
worth our salt. After all, these people have pinned 
their hopes in us and they expect us  to do something 
to relieve them economically, if not otherwise. I feel 
that this question of unemployment is a vexed ques- 
tion and this Government should find work for the 
people. I think that i t  was in 1929 that the Amer- 
ican Government had to embark upon a scheme for 
the relief of their unemployed and the W.P.A. found 
work for their people and then prosperity came. 
When you get a lot of money collected by the Gov- 
ernment and it is spent in this way, the Government 
gets back some of the money in the long run. If we 
do nothing to benefit these people or give them em- 
ployment, ro t  only do we acquiesce in crime but we 
are  perpetrators of crime. When you find people sitting 
down carelessly and not planning for the welfare of 
these people, they are not a fit Government. If we 
ask the people of this island to send 'us to the House 
so that we can remedy past vrongs and see them 
through to a certain extent and we just pass Resol- 
ution after Resolution, Government measure after 
Government measure and we do not try -to-initiate 
things for their welfare, I think it is time that the 
people censure us. I am not enlarging on that be- 
cause I feel that this scheme is a good one. I t  comes 
at a time when thousands of able-bodied men are out 
.of work through no fault of their own and L am sure 
that if this Government is really serious or means to 
help the workers of this colony, it will a t  once embark 
upon this scheme so that thosg of our unemployed 
people who really want to work will find an honest 
day's work. I hope that this Address will find 
sympathy in the quarters where it will be sent and 1 
hope that the House will pass it without delay be- 
cause it is very urgent and people are willing t n  
work so that they can feed their families. I am sure 
that there is nothing fantastic about this scheme. 
It is just a commonsense project to give a few unfoy* 
tunate people a little work so that they can earn theu 
daily bread. I beg to move that this Address do now 
pass. (Cheers). 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I have mhch pleasure in 
seconding the motion for the passing of this Address. 
(Cheers). This is really an emergencv Address. The 
Government is aware of the unemployment in this 
island; emigration is practically dead and I consider 
that this Government should find some employment 
for the number of people who dre un.imployed here. 
I will not deal with the proposals as thoroughly as 
the honourable member has done, but let us take the 
tenantry roads. A few months ago the Government 
sent to the various Highway Con~missioners and asked 
for the number of roads to be ~ p a i r e d .  Severalgar- 
ishes, including my parish. sent in the nudber of roads 
to be repaired and we have not heard anything more 
about the matter. I would like to impress upon the 
Government today that this matter is not one which 
should be put off; it should be dealt 11,ith at once. Let 
the parishes deal with the tenantry roads. With regard 
to the Eastcoast road, the Government may say that 
they have not got the materials or the staff to do it. 
If they cannot do it with the present staff the correct 
thing for them to do is to approach Trinidad and see 

if they cannot get an engineer to comt. over and sup- 
ervise this work. They could go ta the Public TVopks 
Dkpartment and get surveyors; they should view 
this matter as an emergency and deal with it a t  once. 
The Government have no right to put off this question 
at all. If this Address is passed, as I believe it will be 
passed, and the Government do not show any results 
within two weeks from now we should ask why they 
are delaying the matter for so lcng. i repeat, I have 
much pleasure in seconding the motion for the pass- 
ing of this Address. (Cheers). 

Nr. SPEAHER: Before any other honourable 
member speaks, I should like to ask honourable mem- 
bers who are not speaking to leave it to the honour 
able member who is speaking to address me without 
interruption. I am finding it very difficult to hear 
honwrable m'embm. 

1%. F'. b. WBLCOTT: An Address of such im- 
portance is out on which every honourable member 
of this House can speak with a certain amount of ser- 
iousness. I am glad to hear a person like the honour- 
able senior member for St. James support an Address 
such as this. IIistorioally speaking, this island has 
Peen in a perpetual state of unemployment and more 
or less, it was the people the category of the 
honourable senior member for St. James who never 
made any serious attempt to relieve the unemployment 
situation. Unemployment is an evil not merely some- 
thing to look a t  in passing, but it is one of those ev& 
that can create very serious repercussions in  process 
of time. I feel that the more honourable members 
view this question in its true yerspeztive, the more 
they will see the necessity not only of tackling it tem- 
porarily but at all times. No matter a t  what stage 
of ~ a r t i a l  prosperity we reach, I feel that employment 
should always be made possible and that unemploy- 
ment will always be an evil. It is for that reason that 
I will call attention to certain aspects of this Address. 
This Address in the main calls for public undertakings. 
So fa? as the reconstruction of roads is concerned. 
I can envisage certain supposed d36culties and I am 
making certain suggestions. I feel that as a member of 
this House, it !is my duty not only to point out 
and let you know what is wrong but also to make 
suggestions. I feel that this is a national issue and i t  
is the duty of the Government to take in all th? 
experts available from outside. I know myself t h j  
magnitude of this pro'blem; i t  will not merely be a 
question for the Government Department because 
they will tell you that the Road B'oard has more 
work than they can do. I think that yon 
should take in private people who have the 
~hi l i?y  and who know something of the various prc. 
jects to be dealt, with. That has been done in the case 
of the W.P.A. and the T.V.A; there has been re- 
habilitation in other par& of the world but they had 
to look after it other than by the Government De- 
w 

partments. This had to be done in order to rehab- 
ilitate thousands of people because you cannot 
rehabilitate them in Govrenment Departments which 
are not up to date. We havd reached a stage where tt 
is impossible to say that you should look to one 
industry to sprain their brains so as to make it 
glorious for the people to get a li~ring out of it. There 
are other means in this community to which you 
have to look for employment. I am moving aa  
amendment to this Address and I hope that the hon- 
ourable junior member for St Philip will no 
upon i t  as a discredit to him. It does not appear t o  
me that this Address is complete without the addition 
of the building of schools. I say that for this reason ; 
this whole project entails manual labour but you 



should bring in all types of people for employment. 
I fee! that in such a project there is the necessity 
for the erection of more schools. The honourable 
jmior member for St. Lucy and I can speak with 
assurance on this question since both of us happen 
to be members of the Governing Bodies of two sehools. 
It ;is deplorable how children have to be educated in 
these two schools. There has been the suggestion of 
the amalgamation of these schools. I feel that now 
we are undertaking a project such as this, we have to 
think of every possible means of helping the com- 
munity generally. I say that because sometimes you 
get the narrow viewpoint that if something is added 
to something else, i t  is your intention to discredit 
somebody; but this question of employment must 
affect everybody in the community. I hear some- 
body say that the building of schools is in the ten- 
year Plan, but it is ludicrous to say that you should 
postpone something for the ten-year Plan if you can 
do it now. Lots of things are in the ten-year Plan but 
yo'u want to do something that will provide work 
now. Why should you put something in the ten-year 
Plan if you can do it now? There is nothing insur- 
bohmtable here so that you have to waiit for the 
ten-year Plan, but you have to use your brains. 
Because you have a ten-year Plan it does not mean 
that you have to wait fqr that; there is the old famil- 
iar saying that while the grass is grotaing the horse 
is starving. The ten-year Plan does not bind this 
Hduse; because you put the building of schools in 
the ten-year Plan that does not mean that you m- 
not build schools.. You put the construction of roads 
in the ten-year Plan but does that mean that you 
cannot build roads? I beg to move that paragraph 2 
of the Address be amended by the addition of the 
following Item after Item (e) : " ( f ) .  The building 
of schools." I feel that I have already given gy 
reasons for this amendment. There is one other thing 
that has been drawn to my attention: some time ago 
the bu5lding of a new Fire Brigade Station had been 
suggested and I feel that any amount of building 
that can be done now will be necessary to be done, 
because we cannot stop short of daing anything that 
will provide employment. I v5ew the whole sitbation 
seriously because there is a unmber of people coming 
back from the various Forces and i t  is necessary that 
we start work on these schemes now. Before I sit down, 
I must recapitulate and say that 1 feel that the Cov-, 
ernment must go outside and get experts so as to 
undertake a task as gigantic as this is. Even if this 
Address is passed, if the Government is to get through 
with the large scale work involved, I think that. they 
will have to take a broad view as other places have 
done so that they will get through more quickly. 

Mr. TALMA: It is only to-day that we see 
something tangible or apparently taqgible being 
produced from the floor of this House whereby un- 
employment will be relieved to some extent, some- 
thing whereby the-island as a whole will benefit to 
some extent. What has been passing through my 
mind is this fact; is it because the Leader of the 
House is not here or because somebody else is hand- 
ling Government Business that only to-day this Coal- 
ition -Labour Government has brought about any- 
thing tangible to assist the people, something which 
has been long overdue and of which there is ample evi- 
dance? As far as I understand, the prospects of 
?migration to the United States of America have 
failed, but I hope that a4 the Leader of the House 
is in America at the present time, the emigration 
qbestion will be solved and that 3,000 instead of 300 
people d l l  be emigrated despite who will get the 
credit for lit. Although this Coalition Labour Govern- 

ment has been in existence for six months nothing 
rangible has been brought on the floor of this House 
to provide employment for the people, and now al- 
though the Leader of the House is absent, you find that 
a private member of the same Coalition has brought 
forward a measure which will relieve unemployment 
and benefit the island as a whole ! h y  keen observer 
will realise that conditions are moving on wrong 
lines if I should say so. Conditions have become 
intolerable among the working-classes owing to the 
disappointment of the emigration scheme; the m m  
in the street feels that the emigration scheme will 
go on for ever, but that is only a temporary relief. 
Now that there is no more emigration on a big scale, 
i t  is incumbent on the Government to k d  ways 
and means of providing employment for the people. 
The various points in this Add~esr are undoubtedly 
fool-proof; I doubt that there is one honourable 
member of this Chamber who will have the 
cmrage to oppose any point in this, Address., 
I think that not only is it fool-proof but 
courage to oppose any point in this Address. 
es have been passed by this House within recent 
months, and one would have thought that some of 
the things asked for would have been included in 
this Address. Here i t  Ss that long ago this House 
passed an Address asking that a Fish Market be 
provided for Oistins. Where is that Market today? 
(Laughter). Long ago the policy of the Government, 
was to build new Foundation Schools and that is 
also a means whereby carpenters and masorls will get 
employment for some time. It is my intention to 
move an amendment to this Address to include s 
Clause whereby work of such an  essential nature will 
be undertaken and it dill affect the parish which the 
honourable mover has the honour to represent. I 
beg to move that the Address be amended by the 
addition of the following Item after Item (e) : " ( f )  
And any other projects that might immediately re- 
lieve unemployment." I was saying that the time 
has come when America does not appear to need as 
many of our employees as before, and it is incumbent 
on this Government to provide employment for then 
and not fritter away the money which has been saved. 
Now that we have reached the stage where rchabilta- 
tion is taking place, where everything is sc. uncertain 
in world affairs, we must necessarily d o  something to 
assist our own people otherwise unrest or something 
of that kind will take place. We should avert any 
such possible danger by devising ways and means 
to assist those who are hungry and in great need. 
This is the only way in which the tenantry roads will 
be repaired. We have to thank the honourable junior 
member for St. George who tabled an  Address deal- 
hg  with the repair of these tenantry roads and whose 
Address is being implemented in this way. I was 
thinking rherefore, that the Address which war: 
passed through my effort might also be implemented 
in this way. I should like to say that the passing of 
Addresses is one thing but getting results is another ; 
nothing has yet been done as regards the erection of 
the F5sh Market a t  Oistins or the building of the 
Foundation Schools. I hope that the Government 
will bear in mind the points which I have made so 
that some benefit will be derived for the people. 
There are some twenty bad roads of which Christ 
Chvrch can boast, roads which have been untouched 
for the past twenty years. The Highway Commis- 
sioners cannot repair them, even the principle of 
rotation cannot work so that this is the only way in 
which those tenantry roads will be repaired I must 
commend the honourable junior member for St. 
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Philip in that the type of work suggested here is not 
particularly skilled work; anybody who does not want 
to be a hanger-on can earn m1 honest living in being 
employed on any one of these schemes. 

Mr. MAPP : An Address of this sort coming 
before this House gives honourable n~embers an op- 
portunity to consider a matter of very great Im- 
portance. No responsible member of this community 
can view the p.resent situation with complacency. 
There is a vast number of people who are unemploy- 
ed and any schemes upon which we can embark should 
be of a longrrange rather than of a short-range nature. 
It is 01 no use nibbling a t  this problem; it is a big 
problem and there is no use denying that. Those 
who are aware of the situation must view it serious- 
ly and in a big way. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  If members of the public 
want to leave I think they should leave at once. 

Mr. MAPP: I think that the amendment pro- 
posed by the honourable senior member for St .  Peter 
should read : "The building of secondary schools." 
Prom the long-range point of view, we have to change 
our system of education in this island. I think that 
e u r  system of administration only adds to our problem 
~f unemployment. We have people who can be 
technically trained for technical posts and there i e  
a great need for  technicians and skilled workers in 
other parts of the world. There is no use depending 
upon people to ask us to send them labourers; wc 
iave to train people here so that they can find an 
outlet in those places where there is the need for 
them. I n  the near future the United States oJ 
America may send to Abyssinia for trained peoplc 
Nigeria may do the same thing. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that that has 
anything to do with the telms of this Address. 

Mr. MAPP: I should just like to repeat thal 
we want to deal with the problem from a long-rang€ 
point of view. There is the need for more schools and 
We should embark upon projects which will bring 
much-needed relief to our unemployment problem 
I beg to second the motion of the honourable senior 
member for St. Peter. 

Mr. GALE : I should like to know if there ir 
any opposition to the passing of this Address 
Every honourable member seems :o be making points 
and pressing them and i t  appears as if some of 118 
think that this A d d c m  will not be passed. I  cl^ not 
know whence the opposition is coming. (.A MEMBER 
Froni honourable members on the right). I feel thai 
this is a matter in which every member of this HOUSC. 
sf every shade of opinion is interested, and every hon- 
ourable member would like to see something done 

t o  relieve anemployment. I am asking honourable 
members to pass this Address as soon as possible so 
-that something can be done. (Cheers). 

Mr. MOTTLET: Despite what the honourable 
junior member for S t .  Michael has said about opposi- 
tion, he should appreciate the fact that members of 
this House are not all dummies and that it is neeew- 
ary  to express your point of view upon matters of thif 
sort, more especially when you ;it and listen careful- 
ly  and wonder st times if this is merely a political sop 
a t  this time or if honourable members are really seri- 
ous. To my mind, this Address is a very important one. 
1 should like to remind honourable members that, ae 
f a r  as the canalization of the Constitution %-er ir 
concerned, the public of Barbados will be mindful 
of the fact that that is nothing new. I f  we merely 
pass an Address here and no action i- taken put 
i t  into ($peration immediately, that would just bp 
hording out a sop to the people. I recall that the sub' 
gestion of canalizing the Constitution River was made 

some three years ago and I understood that the scheme 
would have been embarked upon in  the very near f i -  
ture. Most of us will recall that near1~- a11 the sugges- 
tions made in this Address a* embodied in the tern 
year Plan in some way or other. That is not good 
enough: they will be started I suppose in 1955. ( A  
MEMBER: I n  1980.) The situation is tense; those 
of us who really come i n  contact with the people day 
in and day out must appreciate the fact that where- 
ever you turn you hear that there is unemployment 
and the people aye willing to work. The crop season 
is a t  an end and i t  is very difficult for people to get 
employment; in some cases it cannot be obtained. 
There are many able-bodied men who are 'unemployed 
and who are therefore unable to give their families 
the necessities of life. I hope that when this Address 
is passed the Government wlil appreciate the fact 
that it has been passed not as a sop to the 
people but because this House would like them 
to take immediate action. I beg to second the 
amencimfnt moved by the honourdble senior member 
for Christ Church. Like that honourable senior 
member for St. Peter, I feel that you should 
get the assistance of departments, whether within 
or without this island, other than Government 
Departments. I say that for this reason; I happened 
to be a member of the Select Committee which was 
appointed to consider the Head of the Estimates i~ 
connection with the Department of Highways and 
Transport, and I was surprised to hear the Director 
admit to me that he had not seen the condition of 
the roads which have been already taken over. I 
refer to the roads which have been repaired and 
which were allowed to go into a state of disrepair. I 
feel that unless the Government views this situation 
as i t  has been viewed by the hono'urable senior mem- 
ber for St. Peter and get the necessary assistance 
from outside the Government Department, as it has 
been set up, so as to carry' out these projects, nothing 
will be done. One half of this year is almost gone 
and the unemployed people of this colony will not 
be contented to wait until this time next year for 
these projects to be started. Something must be 
started immediately; the canalization of the Consti- 
tution River should be started within the next thrse 
weeks. People are not going to accept anything 
about any iancy, high-falutin expert is to be brought 
down and so forth. This is a question of relieving 
unemployment and a t  the same time it is something 
that will be of lasting benefit to this community. 
Whatever might be said about the building of schools, 
I take it that the amendment sug ested by the hon- 
ourable senior member for Chris f! Church will cover 
that. I should not like to support any specific men- 
tion of the schools because I know, and honourable 
members will know, that if you talk about building 
echools immediately you will be told that there is no 
matarial, bu t  you can canalize the Constitution River 
next meek. As regards the question of roads, this 
comprehensive road scheme cobld l ie  started within 
a month or two if you could get the necessary qualified 
engineer, not necessarily the eguipment. We have 
the labour and we have the stone. I t  seems very 
strange to me that Barbados of all places cannot get 
some qualified engineer to give the necessary assist- 
ance to the Head of the Department of Highway8 
and Transport. I say this quite seriously; I am not 
voting for this Address merely as  a political sop; 
this Address is more serious than honourable mem- 
bers who vote for it may think. It is not a question 
of just voting for the Address and saying that some- 
thing is being done; this is the most serious Address 



whish will have 'been passed by this House for this 
session, (Cheers). Day after day men and women are 
asking you to give them work and i t  is the duty of the 
Government to provide the necessary work for these 
people. Before I sit down, I repeat that i t  is not 
a question of merely passing this Address and &ing 
on all sorts of committees; th,: people expect the 
Government to start work immediately because you 
ean start to canalize the Constitution River. No- 
body can fool anybody else that you cannot start this 
work immediately. That is to be dry-packed. Whea 
the Resolutioii came before this I-Iouse asking for 
money to be granted to the Rehabilitation Committee, 
I sounded this note but honourable members did not 
seem to appreciate that this work could be done im- 
mediately. I have much pleasure in  supporting 
this Address with the amendment as proposed by  the 
honourable senior member for Christ Church, that 
will cover the building of schools, churches, laying of 
water mains or anything that can be started upon 
immediately to provide employment for the people 
of this island. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Is the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St.  Philip accepting this amendment 1, 

Mr. GARNER: I accept t t e  amendment of the 
honourable senior member for Christ Church. 

Mr. S P E A h q R :  Is the honourable member 
accepting the amendment of the honourable senior 
member for St. Peter? 

Mr. GARNER : No Sir. 
Mr. BLACKMAN: I t  has been said during the 

course of this debate that the work of canalizing the 
Constitution River should be done immediately. I 
happen to be one of those who do not think that this 
we& ~h6u ld  be started a t  once for these reasons. I 
think that a letter has 'been received stating that a 
W b c u r  engineer can be obtained in a very shod 
space of time and the Constitution Giver is one of the 
places-in fact, there is in  the island now an  engineer 
who prefers the Constitution R,iver to any of the 
other places  chose^ for the harbour scheme. I am 
feeling that if this is one of the three places chosea 
for the harbour scheme and a qualified engineer is of 
that opinion, we should not start to canalize this 
River a t  once. I think that we should wait until we 
have a definite opinion as to whether we should put 
the Harbour here or  not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that would be a matter 
for the Government to deal with when they are con- 
sidering the Address. 

Mr. RAMSAY: I was just reading this Address 
m laid on the Table of the House and i t  seems to me 
that an overwhelming amount of stress is put on 
ea&ual labour. However, quite a lot of good can be 
done-artisans, carpenters, masons, and others would 
find work in the building of schools. I was wonder- 
ing if the amendment of the honourable seri<. * cir mem- 
ber for Christ Church could not be amplified. It is 
somewhat vague. We are laying stress on casual 
labourers and I see no harm in  including masons and 
carpenters of whom I am a part. (Laughter). Car- 
penters, masons and blacksmiths also have a right to 
live. I admonish the honourable junior member for 
St. Philip t o  accept the amendment of the honourable 
senior member for St. Peter and not to leave the 
matter vague. There is no one so Slind as he who 
would not see. One can see where the wind is blow- 
ing. What harm is there in including carpenters and 
masons ib this scheme? I am asking the honourable 
n~ember to accept the amendment of the honourable 
senior member for St. Peter. 

Mr. GARNER: I happen to be a man of action 
and not sentiment. When this Address was brought 
on the floor of this House, no rain had fallen and 
people m r e  in dire need of work as they are to-day. 
I am not going in for  any long-term policy which 1s 
the policy of the Education Department. As regards 
the building of schools, the Education Department 
would have to tell the Gmrnmen t  how many schools 
they want and by the time that plans are sent down, 
the people would have died for starvation. This is 
a matter of action; there is no honourable member 
who can play politics better than I can; but this is 
not a question of playing politics because the people 
are hungry and they want work. I accept the amend- 
ment of the honourable senior member for Christ 
Church because he has suggested the addition of 
l L. any other projects that might immediately relieve un- 
employment" and does not mention a ~ y t h i n g  specifi- 
cally; bnt when you talk about building schools, i t  
takes time to prepare plans and that hinges on the 
policy of the Education Department. I meant business 
when I brought i n  this Address because there are 
those who are depending on me to see them through 
and this Address is to carry out my promise to these 
people. 

At  this point the visitors to the House cheered 
and Mr. SPEAKER asked them to leave the EIouse. 

After a pause, 
Xr. LEWIS: I rise to make a n  appeal to you, 

Mr. Speaker, and I am sure that thiJ appeal will not 
fall on deaf ears. You might not have been aware of 
this, but there are many visitors to this gallery, 
people who were more o r  less led to believe that a 
matter of importance to them w d d  be discumed 
to-day. It is therefore only human to expect that 
they would be present and that they would show 
some emotion. Visitors to this House must under- 
stand that they are here on sufferance and they must 
not show their feelings. I am therefore appealing 
to you, Mr. Speaker, to  rescind the decision whieh 
vou have taken earlier an& instruct the Marshal or 
mch other 6 c e r s  who are present to preserve order, 
t o  let the visitors in  the gallery know that if they 
remain silent they are more than welcome to the 
debates. I am appealing to you, Sir, on behalf of 
 he people and on behalf of this Hob=' to rescind 
you decision and I am sure from what I know of 
you that this appeal wiU not faU on deaf ears. 

Mr. CRAWBORD: I am glad to k in  a posi- 
tion to say that your Honour has been kind enough 
b accede to the request almost in anticipation of &, 
being made by the honourbale junior member for  
the City. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I should like to let hortoi1r:tble 
members know that the Rules of the House are what 
they are and I will have to carry them out. The 
business of this House has been in te~raptcd  a i l  
through the afternoon but  at the request of hon- 
ourable members I will not carry the matter any 
further. However, in future I must fi3d ~t possible 
tn carry on the business of the House wiiitont the 
interruption which has been takili,a place. 

Mr. COX: I am in complete agreement with the 
Address sponsored by the honourable junior member 
for St. Philip. I would like to say authoritatively 
that, much to the disappiontn~ent of our visitors, 
there is not a single mem'ber of this House with any 
interest whatsoever in the working classes of this 
island, who would oppose anything which is in the 
interest of those people. The visitors were misled 
into thinking that this Address would have met with 
opposition. When the honourable senior member 



for  St. Philip asked a t  the last meeting of this House 
that tnis Auuress be made .the hrst Vrcler or tne clay, 
that was unrtnimously agreed to. That showed tne 
willingness or nonourable members to have the Ad- 
dress passed. 1 w d  not go all over tnis ~ a d r e s h  
because I am in agreement with ~t wholeheartedly ever 
since, not only now. 1 want to deal speciticauy wlth 
the question of roads. l notice that m spite of tne 
fact that so much has been said about the ten-year 
Plan. im provision whatsoever has been made in  this 
Plall for the repair of the tenantry roads. No alloca- 
tion, so f a r  as funds are concerned, has been made m 
connection with the repair of ,these roads. Why l 
speak so strongly on this question of roads is on 
account of the fact that, as honourable members will 
remember, since 1944 I have been trying to get the 
Government to realise that the people who live in 
areas where the roads are privately-owned are a part 
of the community and they contribute to the taxation 
of the colony. The Government ahould not say : 
"This is your private property and if I repair these 
roads I will increase the value of your property." 
I say that these people pay taxes and i t  is disgraceful 
to see that the local bodies which collect these taxes 
have allowed these roads to remain in such a dilapi- 
dated condition. The Central. Government therefore 
has to be forced to repair these roads. I can assure 
you that now it has been raining there are many 
people who. have to go through mud and water in 
order to get to and from their homes. That state of 
affairs should not exist. OS many occasions I have 
spoken with the late Governor in  connection with 
these roads and he has told me that he was more than 
sympathetic with ,the people but be could not find 
people to carry on,the work. , However, in speaking 
with the Colonial Secretary and- the Assistant Colonial 
Secretary I found out that the Government feels that 
i t  is in the interest of these people to repair their own 
roads and they claim that they do not collect any 
ad valorem taxes from these people. That is not right 

, because even if they do not collect direct taxation 
from these people, i t  cannot be said that they do not 
collect any taxation because $he majority of the peo- 
ple pay ad valorem taxes. 

31r. SPEAKER: The hwourable member is not 
opposing the Address. 

&fr. COX: Not a t  all. I am dealing with what has 
been said in Mlp ten-year Plan. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We are not dealing with the 
ten-year Plan. 

Mr. C O S :  I am dealing w;th the question of 
roads and forcing the Government to do somehing im- 
mediately because no ~rovision has been made with 
regard to these roads in the ten-year Plan. As f a r  as 
the canalization of the Constitution River is concern- 
ed, I remember bringing that to the notice of the Gov- 
ernment since 1944. Anyone who knows anything a- 
bout this River will realize that the avenue is too 
small to accommadate the flow of water which passes 
through i t  and when it rains the people are washed 
away, so to speak. I feel that the GoVernment must 
take immediate steps so as  to relieve the situation. I t  
has been said, and it is true, that  unemployment is 
sampant and since we have been disappointed with 
regard to the quota of workers for employment in 
the United States of America, we_ know how serious 
the positiom is. The crop has been a short one and that  
makes the labour question more difficult. I feel that 
the Head of the administration i b  willing to do any- 
thing that lies in his power to assist in improving the 
conditions existing among the people of this colony. 
I feel that when this Address is passed with all this 
unanimity this afternoon, the Government will do all 
that lies in their power to relieve the situation because 
TT a11 know how critical i t  is. I would like in conclu- 

sion, to express the hope that members of this House 
will t ry  to lead the people rlght rather than leaa .mew. 
wrong. 

~ r L r .  CBAWFORD : I should just like to make a 
few observations. Apparently the honourable junior 
member for St. Phihp has, a t  long last, hit upon a 
method - I am not saying what lt 1s - or getting 
measures which he introduces passed by thls douse. 
1 can only say that i t  is regrettable that he did 
not hit upon this method before, because onelor two 
other measures might also have been passed. There 
has been so much remarkable unanimity on the passing 
of this Address to-day that I shall not be surprised 
to hear in  the near future that everyone who supports 
the Address had actually brought i t  on the floor of 
the House. This Address should have been passed in 
half an hour; there is nothing of a controversial 
nature in it. As a matter of fact, many, if not all 
of the schemes proposed here have been proposed or 
accepted in  principle by the Government and it is 
only a question of when they would be put  into opera- 
tion. When I was a boy a t  school going over the 
railway bridge a t  River Road they were talking about 
canalizing the Constitution River, and successive Gov- 
ernments have been talking about i t  and agreeing 
that i t  should be done. , Even th St.  Miphyel's Ves- 
t ry  have agreed that it should be 1 one, but lf we had 
not thought of this method of getting it ,done imme- 
diately, probably my children will be going to school 
and we would still hear promises being made to have 
it done. .There are a number of things projected in  
this Address. The suggestion bas been put  forward 
that the building of schools should he adfled to the 
list of projects contaiqed bere and on the face-of it. 
there should not be any objection to that ;  but, as 
the honourable junior member for St. Philip has 
pointed out, all these scherpes could be,  put  into 
operation immediately. 'Clirben i t  comes to the erec- 
tion of schools, however, that i s  bound vp with the 
educational policy of the island as to where we will 
put more schools and the t m e  of schools to be erected. 
I n  our view, the ereetion gf schools cam$ be made 
a matter of any Ad$re~s and I thiqk that  we+would be 
well advised to support the amendment made by the 
honourable senior member for Christ Church. . 

Mr. SPEAKER :- That amendment has been 
accepted. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : There is no reason why we 
should attempt to  insert is this Address anything 
which might tend to hold u p  the putting into opera- 
tion of the schemes proposed here, and I think that 
the amendment moved by the honourable senior mem 
ber for Christ Church is general enough to cover 
any suggestions which might be advanced by any 
other member of this Chamber. 

Mr. SPEAKER : An amendment has been 
moved that the following be added after Item (e)- 

Mr. LEWIS  : Before the question is put, I should 
just like to say that this problem of unemployment 
is a very pressing one and I know that  it is agitating 
the mind of every thoughtful member of this commu- 
nity. The honourable junior member for  St. Philip 
has got together some items which he assures us can 
be entered upon immediately and my only concern 
is whether, strictly apeaging, that  is so. I sincerely 
hope that it is so; but the honourable senior member 
for St. Michael has said that  sometime i n  1944 he 
suggested the canalization of the Constiution River 
and in his Xddress a t  the opening of the Legislature on 
the 30th of November, 1944, no less a person than the 
Head of the administration made mention of it. I 
find i t  strange that nothing has been done about it 
and I sincerely hope that the work can be commenced 
immediately. Mention has also been made about the 
repair of the Wharf walls; well, money has been 
voted for a long time to repair these walls and no thin^ 



has been done about it. (Mr. CRAWFORD : The 
Government has said that it cannot be done before 
November). The honourable senior member for St. 
Philip seems to think that this is opposition to this 
Address but I am merely pointing out that these 
things have been talked about and nothing has been 
done about them. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : All I was saying is that 
the Government has sent a notice to the Press explain- 

v ing that the work cannot be started before November. 
Mr. Ll4WlS : The Government has sent clown 

plans for putting down a particular ,kind of Wharf 
walls and since then the Director of Public Works 
has gone to England and he must have done something 
about it. As ta r  back as the 22nd May, 1944, there 
was an  Address dealing with the construction of the 
East Coast road and they have plans, sketches and 
everything they want in  connection with that. I 
hope that this work can be started because the 22nd 
May, 1944, is a long time ago and the honourable 

_senior member for St. Andrew has been asking that 
something be done about this matter but nothing has 
been done about it. I hope that the honourable senior 
member for St. Philip knows what he is saying when 
he says that these projects can be started immediately. 
I t  is a fact that the Department of Highways and 
Transport cannot undertake this road-making and if 
i t  is felt that road-making is essential for the relief of 
~memployment, the giving of this work to people who 
can do i t  on contract must be considered; because if 
the honourable junior member for St. Philip takes 
this Address to Government House and lets the Head 
of the Administration know that you are depending 
npon the Government Department to do this work, 
i t  mill never be done. I am supporting wholeheart- 
edly such a project as the erection of a fish market at  
Oistin. Nothing has been done about that and I 
would not like to be a party to-day to lead the unem- 
ployed into feeling that these things can be done or 
that if this Address is passed something will be done 
immediately. If the plans are not going to be pigeon- 
holed and this work is qoinq to be nut into operation. 
I pass this Address wholeheartedly and give i t  my 
blessing; but these things have been talked about for 
too long. I feel that when the honourable junior 
member for  St.  Philir, takes this Address ur, to Gov- 
ernment Roilse, he has to auqment i t  with all the 
enthusiasm he nossesses: he has to point out that 
while some of these things are not new they are very 

urgent and we are not going to tolerate the delay 
under which we have had to sit do- before. The 
srection of district markets a Bridgetown was an- 
other matter which was mentioned in the same Ad- 
dress to the Legislature on the 30th of November, 1944. 
I hope that I am doing today something which is 
going to bring relief immediately to the unemployed, 
but, unfortunately, I am not fully convinced that this 
Address is going to do that. I feel that we will 
have to back up this Address with something else. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I will put the question that 
the words "The building of  school^'^ be added at the 
beginning of paragraph (f ) . Honourable members 
in favour of that will please say "Aye", those against 
will please say "No." I think the "Ayes" have it. 

A division was taken as follows :- 
Ayes : DR. WILSON, Messrs LEWIS, BRANCKER, 

Cox, FOSTER, MAPP, SPRINGER, F. L. WALCOTT, 
BLACKMAN, TALMA, and DR. CUMMINS -11. 

Noes : Messrs. CFLAWFORD, GARNER, MOTTLET, 
H ~ X N E ~  and S. A. WALCOTT - 5. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The question has been decided 
in  the affirmative, eleven honourable members voting 
"Aye ", and f i ~ e  honourable members voting "No ' '. 
The question now is that this Address as amended 
do now pass. Honourable members in  favour of that 
mill please say "Aye", those against wilI please say 
"No7'. I think the "Ayes" have it. 

The Address as amended was passed. 
Mr. SPEAKER : I mill ask the honourable 

junior member for St. Philir,, the honourable senior 
member for St. James and the honourable senior 
member for St .  Peter to present this Address. 

Mr. CARhTER : As Your Honour pleases. 
Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : As Your Honour pleases. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : As Your Honour pleases. 

T H E  ADJOURNMENT 
1 

The Order Paper having been fixed, 
Mr. SPRINGER : I beg to move that this House 

do now adjourn to this day week, the 24th day of 
June, 1947, a t  twelve o'clock noon. 

Mr. COX seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. SPEAKER accordingly adjourned the House 
until Tuesday next, the 24th day of June, 1947, at 
twelve o'clock noon. 




