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SESSION 1946-1948 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 24th June, 1947. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly 

met at 12 o'clock noon to-day. 

Present. 

His Honour Mr. G. B. EVELYN, (Speaker), His 
Honour Mr. J. E .  T. WANCKER, (Dqmty Spea,ker), 
Mr. J .  T. C. RAMSAY, (ChaGntaa of Committees), 
Messrs. A. E .  S. LEWIS, M. E. COX, D. A. F O S ~ R ,  
H.  W. SPRINQER, M.A., G. H. ADAMS, B.A., H .  D. 
BLACKMAN, V. C. GALE, S. A. WAT~COTT, and Dr. H .  G. 
CUMMINS. 

After prayers, Mr. HAYNES and Dr. W~LSON enter 
the House and take their seats. 

MINUTES. 

The Minutes of the me:ting which was held on 
the 17th June. 1947, having been circulated are 
taken as read and confirmed. 

MESSAGE FROM T H E  LEGLSLATlVE COUNCIL 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received from the Honmrable 
the Legislative Council a Massage returning a Bill 
intituled an Act to impose it levy on sugar and fancy 
molasses manufactured in this Island, to-create funds 
for the benefit of the sugar industry of this Island, 
and to provide for the administration of such funds, 
with certain amendments. 

Messrs. M ~ E Y  and F. L, W87~co-r~ enter the 
House and take their seats. 

PAPERS LAID 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour 
to lay on the table of the House the following 
Papers :- 

Message No. 21/1947 from His Excellency the 
Governor informing the House, with reference to the 
Acting Governor's Message No. 3/1947, on the sub- 
ject of emigration to countries ill Central and South 
America, that he has been advised by the Secretary 
of State that enquiries made indicate that there is 
no possibility of emigration from the West Indies to 
Argentine and Brazil. 

Interim Report on the Fiscal Survey of Barba- 
I 10s by Professor C. G. Beasley. . .. 

Statemmt of Accounts of the West Indies 
Schooner Pool Autholity to 23rd February, 1946; , 
and Statement of Accounts of the B.W.I. Schooner 

:% 

Owners Association (Inc.) from 24th February to . 
31st December, 1946. 

Report of the Registrar af Friendly Societies . 
for the half-year ended 30th June, 1945, and for the 
half-year ended 31st December, 1945. 

NOTICES. 

Government Xotices are given as follows:- 
>G. ADAMS : Resolution to place the sum of ' 

66,034 at  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee for the following purposes :- 

( a )  to supplement resolution No. 48 of the 30th 
April, 1947, by C815 to meet the cost of sub- 4 
sidising the commodities mentioned in the + 

Schedule to that r~solut ion;  and 
(b) to provide for the subsidisation of flour, 

salt fish, and salt pork from the 1st July 
to the 30th September, 1947, at  a cost of , 
£55,219, in order that the prices of tliese 
Commodities may be stabilised a t  such prices 
as may be fixed by the Competent Authority. , 

AIr. ADAMS : (On bc~half of Mr. Crawford) : 
Resolution for £37. 10,'- to supp'iement the p r o v k i ~ n  
in the Estimates of Expndi tdre  for the year 1947-48 
under Head XXXII ,  Department of Highways and * 
Transport, Item 8, Foreman Mechanic. 

Mr. CRAWFORD enters the House and takes his " 
seat. 

Mr. CEAWFORD : Resolution to grant the sum " 

of S78 to the Estate of the late Walter Hall, a former 
employee of the Waterworks Dept., in  consideratim 
of his 9 years' selvice in that Department. 

Mr. W ~ K I N S O N  enters the House and takes his 
seat. 

Mr. BLACE(MAN: Resolution to ratify the 
Agreement made between the British Guiana kb? 
Marketing Board of British Guiana and the Exeau- , 
tive Committee for the supply of rice to Barbados. ' 

Mr. ADAMS: Bill to authorise the payment of 
Gratuities and Pension& to John Richard Jordan ivnd 
George Rudolph McComie. 
iE. SPRINGER: Bill to make provision as to 

the immunities, privileges and capacities of inter- 
national organizations of which R h  M.~esty7s GOV- 



ernment in the United Kingdom and foreign govern- 
ments are members, etc. 

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the 
House into Committee of Supply a t  its next meeting 
to consider the Money Resolutions of which notices 
has just been given. 

Mr. CRAWFORD gives notice of a Bill to au- 
thorize the Sugar I n d u s t 9  Agri~uli~ural  Bank to 
grant to the legal representative of the late Mr. 
Norman Lisle Roach a gratuity of an  amount not 
exceeding one pear 'S salary. 

PETITION. 

Mr. CRAWFORD asks for and is granted leave 
t o  present a petition from the Sugar Industry Agri- 
cultural Bank praying the House to pass a Rill to 
authorize them to pay ia gratuity to the legal repre- 
sentative of the late Mr. Norman Lisle Roach. He 
says that the petition i4 respectfully worded and he 
asks that it be taken as read. 

The petition is taken as read. 

BILLS EEAD A FIReT  TIME. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr, 
BUCKMAN, a Bill to authorize the payment of Gratu- 
ities and Pensions to John Richard Jordan and 
George Rudolph MC Comie is read a first time. 

On the motion of Mr. SPRINGER, seconded by 
Mr. AD~MS, a Bill to make provisions as to the im- 
munities, privileges and capacities of internatioual 
organizations of which His Majesty's Governiylent 
in the U.K. and foreign GoverwentF1 are members 
etc., is read a first t h e .  

On the motion of Mr. CRAWFORD, seconded by 
Mr. BLACKMAN, a Bill to authorize the Sugar Tndus- 
t ry  Agricultural Bank to pay a gratuity to the legal 
representative of the late Mr. Norman Lisle Roach 
is read a first time. 

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS TO SUGAR INDUS- 
TRY (REHABILITATION PRICE STABILIZ- 

ATION AND LABOUR WELFACE) BILL. 

Mr. D A M S  : Mr. Speaker,-Before the Orders 
of the day are called, I ask leave to deal with the 
amendments otE the Other Place to the Bill to impose 
a levy on sugar and fancy molmes manufactured 
in this Island, to create funds for the benefit of the 
sugar industry of this Island, and to provide for the 
adminstration of such funb. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
is granted leave to proceed. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that these amend- 
ments be considered forthwith They are merely the 
subs6itution of the words " Governor4in-Eqecutive 
Co'mrnittee" for the words " E x ~ c u t i ~ e  Committee" 
where these occur in Clause 4 and 19 respectively of 
the Bill. 

Mr. GALE : I beg to second that. 
The question that these amendmmta be -id- 

med forthwith is put  and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that these amend- 
ments be read a first time. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to second that. 
The quwtion that these amendments be read a 

Arst time is put and resolved in the affirmative with- 
out division 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that these amend. 
m t s  be read a second time. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to second that. 

Mr. LEWIS : Before the question is put I 
should like to say that I think the hoaourable senior 
member for St. J w p h  might, for the enlightenment 
of other honourable members, ptate exactly what is 
the signiticance of these amendments.. 

N r  ADAMS: AB fa r  as I can understand, it 
is a technxal, cler~cal correction. Strictly sp'eakrng, 
the Executive Committee is the Governor-in-Execu- 
tive Committee. The Executive Committee does not 
exist apart from the Governor,in-Executive Com- 
mittee. The Executive Committee consists of the 
Executive Council, four members of this House, and 
one member of the Other Place. If you say "Execu- 
tive Committee' you mean Goverrior-in-Executive 
Cor  it?^, a d  it is better to ::~ve it its ;,rap *c title 
The Executive Committee cannot sit without the Gov- 
ernor or  somebody acting in his place. It is reany 
a slip on our part  by using "Executive Committee" 
instead of Governm-in-Executive Cornmittet. 

The question that these amendments be read a 
second time is put  and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

Mr ADAMS: I beg to move that these amend- 
menk 'be now agreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to second that. 
The question that these amendments be now 

agieed to is put and resolved in the affirmative with- 
out division. 

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS TO WORKMEN'S 
COMPENSATION REGULATIONS, 1946. 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave, Mr. Speaker, to take 
Ord~er No. 16 as the first Order of the Day. 

There being no objection leave is granted the 
honourable member to proceed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order stands in the 
name of the honourable senior member for St. Joseph, 
-To move the consideration of the amendments of 
the Honourable Legklative Council to  the Resolution 
approving the Workmen's Compensation Regulations, 
1946. 

Mr. ADAMS: Br. Speaker,-me first of these 
amendmenb is merely a correctivn 01 the year 1945 
in the first of these Regulations. This Regulation 
reads as follows:- "These Regulations shall be 
read together with the Workmen's Compensation Reg- 
ulations, 1945 ............,I It should be "1946" instead. 
The other amendment is-a  changing of the words 
"twenty-one" in  line one of Regulation 3 to the 
worcR "twenty-two"; so that this Regulation now 
reads:- "Whenever in accordance with the pro- 
vkions of section twenty-two of the Workmen's Com- 

9s pensation Act ............ I beg to move that the am~end- 
ments be read a first time. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
The question that these amendments be read a 

first time is put  and resolved in the affirmative with- 
out division. 

On motions by Mr. ADAMS, wconded by Mr. 
BLACKMAN in each case, these amendments are read 
a second time and are agreed to. 

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS TO WOREMEN'S 
COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT) 

RECTJLBTIONS, 1947. 

Mr ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I ask leave to 
take Oraer No. 17 as the next Order of the day. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
is pan ted  leave to proceed. 

Mr SPEAKER: The next Order stands in the 
name of the honourable senior member for  St. Joseph, 
-To move the consideration of the amendments of 



the Honourable Legislative Council to the Elesolution 
approving the Workmen's Compensation (Amend- 
ment) Regulations, 1947. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I would a& Your 
Ij[wour's direct?on as to the proper procedure in 
respect of the proposal I am a b u t  to make in  connec- 
tion with these amenamenta It seems feasibIe to 
refer the amendments to a Select Committee but  it 
does not appear in the actual words of the Rule relat- 
ing to amendments which come from the Other Place 
to this Assembly whether a Select Committee can be 
appointed for the purpose. There is nothlng in the 
Rule against it because i t  speaks aaly of agreeing o r  
disagreeing to or pwtponing amendments which come 
from the Other Place. 

Mr. S P E U E R :  It does seem to me that before 
agreeing or  disagreeing to amendments from the 
Other Place, there is ndthing to prevent the House 
from referring them to a Select Committee. 

m. WLMA enters the House and takes,his seat. 
Mr. ADAMS: I n  that case, I beg to move that 

a Select Committee be appointed to consider these 
amendments of the Other Place. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to second that. 
The question that a Select (;ommlttee be appoint- 

ed to consider these amendments of the Other Place is 
put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Subject to the approval of 
the House I appoint, as member:: of the Select Com- 
mittee for the purpose, the following :- The junior 
member for St. Lucy (Mr. Brdnclcer 1 ,  the junior 
member for St. Michael (Mr. Gale), the senior mem- 
ber for S t  George (Mr. Springer), the junior member 
for  the City (Mr. Lewis), and the senior member for 
St. Peter (Mr. F. L. Walcott). 

T H E  BARBADOS GENERAL HOSPITAL BILL. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order is to resume 
Committee on a Bill to make provision in relation to 
the Barbados General Eospital. 

Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the House 
resumes Cmmittee on the Bill, Mr. RAMSAY being in 
the Chair. 

The C J 3 A I R U N  : The qucstion is that Clause 
6- 

Mr. SPRINGER: Before the question is put, 
Mr. Chairman, honourable members will have noted 
that there was some discussion in cther quarters about 
the method of appointment of these servants and I ~ n :  
making a motion now for an  amendment to C Q s e  6 
to this effect: by deleting the vords "as may from 
time time be necessary a t  such salaries as  shall be 
provided by the Legislature" occurring in  lines 4, 5, 
and 6 of sub-clause 1 and substituting therefor the 
words "at such salaries as shall be approved from 
time to time by special Resolution of the Legislature." 
The effect of the amendment will be ne7-ely to ensure 
that offices which are created for the first time are 
created by special Resolution and not by means of 
inclusion in the Estimates Obviously after they 
are created they will be put  in t!le Estimates like all 
other offices. 

Dr. CUIvlMINS: I beg to second that. 

Mr. A D B M S :  M?. Chairman,-I do not accept 
lfrom general hearsay what may be in  the minds of 
the members of the Other Place sa as to cause the 
honourable member on my immediate right to move 
an  amendment to this particular Bill along those lines 
but I wish to say this. Anyone who has made even 
a casual atudy of parliamentary history in  Great 
Britain knows that as far  as the supplies of money 
t~ the Crown for the administration of Government 
are concerned, i t  is the Lower House, the ~eople ' s  

epresentatives, who alone havd the right to sax 
ihat supplies are to be voted and for what objects. 
.f the intention of the Other !'lace is to say thai 
ve are to exclude from the posibility of including 
n the Estimates the appointmeut of any servants or 
~ffices to a Government department, then I give public 
iotice in  no unmistakable terms that I, as a member 
f the Governmat, shall fight to maintain, a t  all times, 
he right of this Assembly to vote supplies and to say 
tow those supplies are to be allotted. I n  short, it 
nay be advisable to-day, for the purposes of this Bili, 
;o agree to this amendment but that is not to sap, 
ipeaking for myself, that I shall ever be a party to 
;he Government so agreeing to any amendment of thc 
Ither Place as to prevent it, if needs be, from ia- 
duding in  the Estimates or by way of special 
Resolution any money to be voted for any appoint- 
nents. It is a most fundamental principle of Gov- 
mment .  It is a matter on which the Efofuse of Com- 
mons has fought the House of Lords over and over 
igain for three or four centuries-certainly three 
zenturies-and I wish to say that agreeing to any 
tmendment of this sort is not to be taken as agreeing 
,hat the Other Place has the right that it 
daims. li can, if it likes, throw out Esti- 
nates; i t  lpay perhaps, if i t  likes, throw out 
noney Resolutions but  I have noticed, as a 
nember of this House the claim made by the Other 
Place that it has the right to be consulted and thar. 
t has the equal right with this House to say how 
money h to be spent. It has no such right and as 
ong as we follow English parliamentary precedure 

C repeat, Mr. Chairman, that t3is declaration, this 
zhallenge, as I take it, by the Other Place that i t  
has the right to do more than agree or disagree in 
general principle, that it has the right to say hortv 
money that is supplied is to be spent, I am perfectly 
prepaned to accept and fight in the open if the 
occasion in  the future should arise. I think we are 
too apt in  this muntry to forget that  any c&cession 
we make, however trivial i t  may appear, will be a 
precedent which it is almost impossible to overcome 
In the future and that as long as we are  the repre- 
sentatives of the people, as long a s  we have the right 
to say how supplies are to be voted, so long we should 
be careful to see that not even by a mere suggestion 
is that right being infringed in any way. We have 
been careful in this House to make i t  a matter af 
legislation. We have been careful in this colony to 
do more than even the House of Commons has done 
and because of that, I wish to state that it is our 
bounden duty to examine carefully anything that  
comes down from the Other Place to see whether ~t 
is not, perhaps unwittingly, perhaps wilfully, a n  in- 
fringe~nent of our peculiar rights and power to say 
what aupplies are to be granted and how those sup- 
plies are to be allocated 

Mr. SPRINGER: Before the question is put, 
I should like to say that the senior member for  St. 
Joseph, who in this instance I have to liken to Don 
Quixote, has delivered to us a lecture which, however 
enlightened it may be on the subject he has chosen, 
has little reference to the point before the Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN: I think the honourable 
senior member for  St.  Joseph is quite in order in  
giving us the lecture he has yiven. The Committee is 
to decide whether i t  is irrelevant or  not. 

Mr. SPRINBBR: And I am quite in order to 
speak on it 

The CHAIRMAN: The Chair is at  liberty to 
say whether crr not the Committee should give a 
decision on the matter. 

Mr. SPRINGER: May I lrooeed? 
The CHATRMAN: Yes. 



Mr. SPRIiiGER: It becomes extremely &ffi- 
cult if members of the Executive Committee are going 
to get up and say that they do not know akout an 
amendment introduced by a member of the Executive 
Committee. The position, as lfar as this is concerned, 
is this. It is never necefsary and can never-be 
necessary for  any new post to be created in the 
Estimates. I challenge anyone to deny that. We 
had a simple example of it during March when an 
attempt was made, and I think rightly as  far  as 
procedure is concerned, to incl~lde iiems of capital 
expenditure in the Annual Estimates. The decision 
of the House by a majority was that that should not 
be so but no one can get u p  and say that that is the 
only way in which items of expenditure can be 
intrqduced in this House. The Committee of Supply 
wiU consider those very items in the near future, I 
hope, as special Resolutions and it will have no less 
right, in relation to the Other Place, on that occasion 
than i t  had during the consideraAron of the Estimates 
which is in the form of a Resolutioli in C~mmittee 
of Supply. But there is this difference. The Other 
Place has, up to now, the right to say whether they 
agree with the creation of an d c e  or not and they 
feel, I understand, that i t  would be wrong to put  
them in the unfortunate position, if they disagreed 
with the creation of an office, to have to reject the 
Estimates as a whole. Without doing ourselves any 
injury I think we _can make this reasonable conces- 
sion as long as we continue to recognize the existence 
of a second Chamber and give i t  the opportunity to 
pass judgment upon the creation of an office; that is 
the basis upon which this amendment proceeds. I 
may say that i t  is no 4ault of mtne if the honourable 
member is not aware of the amcndment because the 
prdposal has been discussed in the proper quarters 
where it should be discussed. 

Mr. ADAMS: The last t h h g  I would do is to 
have any dispute with a member of the Government, 
let alone a member of my Party but if there is one 
fundamental thing this House has to safeguard, it 
is the right to give supplies and to say how those 
supplies are to 'be allotted. It is not niy fault 'f 
honourable members are too busy i11 any particular 
sphere as not to make a study of this particular 
issue. Anyone who has read parliamentary history 
will remember how that great liberal statesman and 
constitutionalist, Gladstone, in order to assert the 
powers of the House of Commons, tacked on to the 
Appropriation Bill; a Bill affecting Paper Duties 
which he knew the House of Lords disliked and 
wculd by itself throw out. I t  is not my fault 
if the- honourable member has never read or has for- 
gotten it if he read it. I t  is a well-known tactic of 
the House of Commons to assert its authority to  
maintain forever its right to say what supplies 
should be allotted. Ass I have said, we have gone 
further and made i t  not only a Rule of this H0us.t 
nut a law. I do not ask the honourable member t9 

take my word for it. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I have not disputed any 
statement that: ha;u been made by the honourable 
member. I merely said that his remarks are irrele- 
vant to this im. 

The CHAIRMAN: Any irreleva~ey will have 
to be considered by the Committee. 

Mr. SPRINGER: The honourable member has 
lsisquoted me and I will not have it. EIe cannot sar 
that I have attacked anything he said. 

The CHBLRMAN: I do no$ $hit& QW tbk dis- 
cussion is going to take us any further. I do not 

say that it is irrelevant but I feel that i t  is going to 
do us no good. 

Mr. ADAMS: All I have said is that amend- 
ments to Bills may easily pass this House or the 
Other Place or both Houses of the Legislature with- 
out a certain knowledge of their implications; that 
is all I am saying. I say that when I pass this 
amendment I am not going to have it quoted against 
me in futhre that I passed something which is, in 
effect, an admission that the Other Place has some 
right to qualify a vote of supplies to the Crown. 
The combination of Section 6 of the Executive Com- 
mittee Act and Rule 272 of the Rules of the 
House make it crystal clear that the Other 
Place has no right to say anything which 
will modify our right to vote supplies. Rule 
272 says:-"All aids and supplies and aids to 
the Governor are the sole gift of the General 
Assembly; and all Bills for the granting of any such 
aids and supplies are to b e g b  with the General 
Assembly; and i t  is the undoubted and sole right 
of the Assembly to direct, limit and appoint in such 
Bil's the ends, purposes, considerations, conditions, 
limitations, and qudifications of such grants, which 
may not be changed or altered by the Council." 
The House of Commons over a period of 300 years, 
I repeat, was careful to safeguard this right. I t  is 
not for the Other Place to say whether we sliould 
have two Visiting Surgeons at the Hospit.al or one. 
They can agree to the principle of Visiting 
Surgeons but df we implicitly agree to any 
claim on their account that they have the 
right to say, in the voting of supplies, what qualifica- 
tions should be attached, we are abandoning the 
$undamental difference between this I-louse and the 
Other Place; that is all I am saying. Therefore, if 
we sit here today and say nothing about this partic- 
ular matter and let i t  be said later on that we agreed 
that the Other Pl'ace has a right to say what is to be 
dbne when we vote money for the creation of an office 
or o&es, if we do that, we may as well cease to 
exist as the people's representaiives. I am not op- 
posing this as a matter of tactics. Let it pass but 
I sound the warning that I am not agreeing to limit 
the right of the House to say what supplies Chould be 
granted and what qualifications should be attached to 
those supplies. £10.000 is voted, let us say, for the 
Leper Asylum or the Hospital. It is for tlie House 
to saf whether that flO,000 is to be paid to 5 or 10 
people. That is the principle to which we should 
stick and stick to for ever. I have said what I have 
said, Mr. Chairman, because from time to time i t  is 
necessary for this 'branch of the Legislature to give 
this reminder. We have very often to swallow things 
we do not want to swallow and if we swallow this 5n 
the feeling that half a loaf is better than no loaf at  
all, let us a t  the same time protest against the neces- 
sity of being compelled to swallow ceyt.ain things. 

The CHAIRMAN: Before any other honourable 
member speaks I should like to say that while this 
ecademic discussion may be illuminating, the Chair 
can see no useful purpose to be served by carrying it 
on. I ,  therefore, ask honourable members to spe&k on 
the amendment and agree or disagree to it. I shell 
not permit any continuance of the aesdmic discus- 
sion between the senior member for 8%. Joseph and 
the senior member for Bt. George. 

MT. LEWIS: I myself will say that I thought 
i t  a rather bmocent amendment Bat s h e  I have 
heard the senior member for Bt. Joseph I am a li&le 
doubtful as to whether I will accept it to-day myself. 
I am a little sceptical about it for tliis r e a s 6  The 
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departure from having the titles of offices and the 
emoluments set out in our laws started, I think, Sir, 
with the Department of Highways and Transport 
Bill and I well remember the Leader of the House 
a t  the time saying that they would name the Director 
of Highways and Transport aad that when i t  de- 
cided on the formation of the Department, the Gov- 
e:nment was coming back here and place the offices 
and emoluments in the Bill by amendment. It would 
seem as if the Other Place did not care very much 
about the employees of the HigLways and Transport 
nepartment 'b'ut now that we have the Education 
(Amendpent) Bill and this Bill to change thc 
Hospital into a, Government institution, the members 
of the Other Place are very careful to preserve their 
rights; there are no unesbblished staff and canton- 
eers and people of that sort to be considered in this 
Bi l. I n  the circumstances, Sir, I would be very 
unwilling to accept this amendment. I should l i k  
to ask the senior m m b e r  for S t  Joseph if this pro- 
posd is any different from the passing of an Act in 
which the offices and emoluments are mentioned and 
whether it conflicts with what has been done in the 
past because it would seem as if what we are doing 
to-day, if we accept this amendment, is really what 
was done before. There is an  Act dealing with the 
Civil Establishment and previously we added'or took 
away from the Establishment by means of amend- 
ment to the Act but we have recently followed the 
practice of doing so by ICedution,- a ~ rac t i ce  
which: I do not think is approved by the Other Place. 
There is a Resolution before this House now to add 
to the Clerical Service otherwise than amending the 
Act to say that there should not be so many Cadets 
or that there should be so many more. I would just 
like the senior member for St. Joseph to address him- 
self to that point beeause what! he tells me has simply 
frightened me away from freely accepting this 
amendment. If this is going to ~ t r i k e  a 'blow at  our 
fundgmental rights I am not going to agree to it. 

Mr. TALMA: I rise on a different point al- 
together. I consider i t  a most essential point, as 
f a r  as  this Clause is concerned. under the present 
law, the Hospital Board appoints the Medical $uper- 
intendent. I n  this Clause it is stated that the GOV- 
ernor may appoint to the Hospital a Medical Supey- 
intendent. Well, Sir, I hardly feel that this is a 
s.ep in the right direction. I hardly feel that we 
are making a progressive step. I regard it as a r e -  
trograde step whereby the Governor may make this 
appointment, the Governor being one individual 
*S compared with a number of individuals 
on the Board. It is all well and g o d  to quibble on 
constitutional issues but the most important point- 
the methad by which the Medical Superintendent 
is to be appointed-has not been touched u p  to now. 
I am speaking about the appointment of the Medical 
Superintendent himself. I am cot suggesting that 
he should appoint anyone. I see no reason why 
the power to make this appointment should be placed 
in the hands of the Governor alone. They have goae 
two steps in the wrong direetion. They propase to 
take the appoinhent  out of the hands of the Board 
which ine l~des  representatives of the people and to 
put  it in  the hands of the Governor alone, not even 
in the hands of the Executive Cmmittee. I certain- 
ly do not agree with that. If the Board is merely 
to be advisory, well let the power to appoint be 
given to the  Governor-in-Executive Committee and not 
to the Governor alone. It is a question of creating 
dictatorial powers-to put the power of appointment 
i n  one individual's hands whereas i t  is in the hands 

of 12 to 15 persolls now. I hare nothing whatever 
against the present Head of the Administration but 
I am thinking of future Heads of the Administration 
who may not be as magnanimous as the present one. 
With that in view I beg to move that the words 
" Governor-in-Executive Committee' ' be 
for the word "Governor" occurring in line l ~f 
sub-clause 1 of Clause 6. 

Mr. ADAMS: I am aflaid that I shall have to 
detain the Committee a little until I get certain in- 
formation which I have sent for. As regards the 
amendment of the honourable member who has just 
sat down, let me remind him that the word "Gov- 
ernor " is purely technical. Obviously the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies will make this appoint- 
ment. The word "Governor" is used because he 
may appoint people'at a salaiy of S200 or under a 
year but obviously the Governor does not appoint the 
Medica Superintendent; he is appointed by the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. As regards the 
question of the junior member for the City, it is 
better for the honourable member in charge of the 
Bill to deal with that. 

Mr. WILKINSBN: I agree very largely with 
the junior member for the City. I fail to understand 
why we should not enumerate the offleers in this Bill 
as is done in the Act of 1910-2. At present thi. 
Board appoints these officers but it is proposed in 
this Rill that the Government shall appoint them and 
I really do not understand why we are departing 
from the present method of appointment. I n  my 
opinion the right way is to put  the officers and their 
salaries in this Bill. If that is done, an  officer who 
is appointed will have security of office and if we 
wish at any time to increase or  decrease the salary 
we can amend the Act as  we have done for many 
pears in the past. I will move the postponement of 
this Clause of the Bill, purely for the purpose of 
having inserted in this Bill the officers as is the case 
in the Act of 1910. Of course, the salaries will be 
different from what they are in the present Act. I 
beg to move that C'ause 6 be postponed. 

Mr. GALE: I beg to second that. 
The question that Clause 6 be p w t ~ n e d  is put  

and resolved in the negative, the division being as 
follows :- 

Ayes: Mr. MOT'PLEY, Dr. W I ~ N ,  Messrs. 
BRANCKER, F .  L. WALCO~,  MAPP, GGE, S. A. WAL- 
COTT, W~KINSON,  and WARD-9. 

iVoes: Messrs. LFWTS, Cox, FOSTER, DR. CUM- 
MINS, Messrs. SPRINGEB., ADAMS, IELACKMAN, CRAW- 
FORD, TALMA, IJAYNW, and Mr. SPWER-11. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: For the information of the 
Committee, I would like to read just a part of a 
Minute by the Chief Medical Officer. Hce writes 
intor aIia :- "I consider that in due c a m  i t  ' 
would be advisable and to the advantage of the 
people of this Island to make a new appointment, 
namely, that of Surgeon Specialist, but this would 
be superimposed on the present organkation and 
w @ ~ l d  not affect the VisiZing Staff. The post of 
Surgeon Specialist would be held by a highly quali- 
tied and exper'ienced Surgeon who would be capable 
of performing operations beyond the scope of the 
prewnt surgical stag. I may mention that in formal 
discussions with the %siting Staff concerning this 
matter they exprewd approval of such an appoint- - - 

meat." 
Mr. LEWIS: Sinee we have that  informatkm 

I would just like to call t~ the attention of honow- 
able members that  there is not really going to  be 
any fundamental change a t  the Hospital. It would 
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seem that what is really going to happen is that the 
Board will be changed. Instead of an administra- 
tive Board, as i t  is a t  present, there will be an 
Advisory Committee to be appointed by the Govern- 
or-in-Executive Committee or as the Legislature may 
decide. For the benefit of honourable members I 
would like to state that flom my experience on the 
Board, whatevtr is wroug with the Hospital fro& 
the point of view of medical services to patients, the 
doctors, whether they be Visiting or R,esident Sur- 
geons, are solely to be blamed for it. I know of 
no instance when a change has been suggested to t h b  
Board by the medical staff. in d i c h  the Boart-. 
has not accepted the suggestion. I know of 
none and if there was any I would have 
heard of it. All appointments are referred to 
the Staff Committee, so that if honourable members 
axpect any great change because they are merely 
getting rid of the Board, i t  is a matter entirely for 
them. I merely mention that to let them know +ha' 
i t  is incorrect, from expeiience, ta  say, outside or 
inside, that i t  is the Board that runs the medical 
side of the Hospital. Whatever is wrong, so far  as 
ihe medical side is concerned, can be laid absolutely 
a t  the door of the Visiting and the Resident Staffs, the 
Medical Superintendent notwithstanding; they get 
whatever they ask for. 

The question that the words proposed to be 
deleted from Clause 6 stand part of the Clause is put 
and resolved in the negative, the Chailman de- 
claring the "Noes" have it. 

The question that the words proposed by the 
senior member for St. George be inserted in the 
blank is put and-resolved in the afirmative, the di- 
vision being as follows :- 

Ay@ : Messrs. F. L. WALCOTT. COX, FOSTER, MAPP, 
Dr. CTJMMINS, llessrs. SPRINGER, BLACKMAN, MOTTLEY, 
HAYNEIJ, GALE, S. A. ~T'ALCOTT, WILKINSON and Mr. 
Speaker-] 3. 

Noes : Mr. LEWIS, Dr. WWSON, Messrs. BRANCXER, 
ADAMS, C R A ~ O R D ,  TALMA and WARD-7. 

The question that Clause 6, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill is put  and resolved in  the af6rmative 
without division. 

Clause '7. (1) If the Governor shall appoint to 
any office in  the service of the Crown in this Island 
any person who immediately prior to the coming into 
operation of this Act was an  officer or servant of the 
Hospital Board such person 

(a)  shall receive salary a t  a rate not less 
than the rate of salary which he w a ~  
receiving prior to such appointment ; 

(b)  shall be deemed to have been in the ser- 
vice of the Crown in this Island as from 
the date of his appointment as an officer 
or servant of the said Hospital Board 
and shall be eligible for pension, reduced 

pension and gratuity, or a gratuity, as the 
case may be, in accordance r i t h  the pro- 
visions of the Pension Act, 1925 and any 
Acts amending th'e same. 

Provided that no person shall receive salary at  rc. 
higher rate than the maximum salary of the office 
to which he is appointed. 

(2) Where any person who, by virtue af the 
provisi'ons of subsection (1) of this section is deemed 
to be in the service sf the Crovm, >as e x e r c l 4  t11e 
option relating to the payment of reduced pension 
apd gratuity under the provisions of the Barbadas 
General Hospital Act, 1910, the exercise of such option 
shall have force and effect as if such option had been 
exercised for tlie purposes of the Pension Act, 1925 
and any Acts amending the same. 

Mr. B L A C U  : I beg to move that that b e  
Clause 7 of the Bill. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
L\&. 'I'ALMA: Before you put  the question, 

Mr. Chairman, I would just like to raise a point which 
I consider relevant at  this stage. It has been the 
ver3- bad practice in the past, and stl!l is at present 
at the Hospital, that only a select few mcllic.ul prac- 
titioners-very often the ones who are less medically 
qualified-are granted the right and privilege to 
utilize government funds to their personal advan- rL- 
tage. I consider this an opportune time- 

The CHAIRMAN: I would likg to laow from 
the honourable member on what part of the Clause . 
he is speaking. 

Mr TALMA: I am speaking on snb-clause 1 01 
Clause 7. 

The CHAIRMAS: TlTell, I wish the honourable 
member would speak on it. 

Mr. TALMA: I was saying that I consider this 
an opportune time to refer to the practice whereby 
only a few medical practitioners are allowed to use 

funds to-their personal advantage a t  the  
Hospital. br- 

 he CHAIRMAS: There is no such ~~rovision 
in sub-ciause 1 of this Clause. 

Mr. TALMA: I consider this is the time tu 
speak on it. 

The CHAIRMAN: This iy not the time The 
honourable member would have to insert some Clause 
in the proper place to carry out his intention 

Mr. TALMA: Sub-Clause 1 says:--"If the 
Governok shall appoint to any office in the service of 
the Crown in  this Island any person who 
immediately p r i o ~  to the coming into operation of 
this Act was an officer or servant of the Hospital 
Board ............ ". I am saying that this is the time to' W -  

adjust the Act properly. 
The CHAIRMAN: The Act has been adjusted 

but not in the manner which the honmrable member 
is suggesting. The honourable member might insert 
a Clause to carry out his intention but this is not the 
proper place to do so. 

The question that Clause 7 stand part of the 
Bill is ,pu t  and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

Clauses 8 and 9 are read and agreed to. 
Clause 10. The Medical Superintendent and all 

other officers servants and agents employed at  the 
Hospital, in the perfcrmance of the duties required 
of mem by or under this Act, shall act under the 
general superintendence and direction of the Chief 
Medical Officer. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to mcve that that be 
Clause 10 of the Bill. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. GALE: we passed a Bill a short while agu 

pmviding for a Director of Medical Services and we 
are saying in this Cilause that the Medical Superin- 
tendent and all other ~fficers and servants employed 
at  the Hospital shall perform their duties under the 
general superintendence and direction of th? Chief 
Medical Officer. I think that the words "Chief Med- 
ical Officer" should be altered to the words "Dirsctor 
of Medical Services." 

Mr LEWIS: I really intended to raise that 
point myself but  it was painted out to me that the 
Act providing for the appointment of a Director of 
Medical Services has not yet become law; so that thy 
Chief Medical Officer still exjsts. What I would 
like to know is whether we canndt insert "Director 
of Medical Services" in this Bill i n  anticipati~n of  
the pas ing  of that Act. (MEMBERS: We cannot 
do that).  It will only mean that there will be con- 



sequential amendments to this Act after the other 
Act becomes law. 

The CHAIRMAN : Certain hoiourable mem- 
bers seem to want to insert somethmg &.I this Uiause 
that is impossible a t  the moment. There is no such 
officer a t  present as the Director of Xedical Services. 

The question that Clause 10 stand part of the 
Bill is put and resolved in the a f f i r ~ a t l v ~  without 
divisim. 

Clause 11. (1) There shall be established a 
Committee to be styled the Barbados Generril Hospital 
Advisory Committee (hereinafter referred to ;IS thc, 
Advisory Committee) which shall conslet of a Chair- 
man and four other members, all @f whom ha!l be 
appointed by the Governor-in-Executive Committee. 
Each of such members ~shaU hold office for a period 
of two years from the date of appointment. 

(2) All members of the Advisory Committee 
shall be eligible for re-appointment, and any-casual 
vacancy occurring in the office of p y  member by 
death, resignation ar otherwise shall be filled by the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee but the membel 
so appointed shall hold office only so lcng as the mem- 
ber whose ofice is vacant would have held office.. 

(3)  Should any member of the Advisory 
Committee decline to act or unless absent on leave 
from the Island absent himself without s a c i e n t  
excuse from three consecutive meetlags of the Ad- 
visory Committee, a vacancy shall bs deemed to have 
occurred and the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
shall thereupon appoint mme person to fill the 
vacancy thereby created. 

(4) Three members of the Advisory Com- 
mittee shall form a quorum. 

(5) The Chairman shall have a casting as 
well as an original vote. 

(6)  The Advisory Committee shall keep a 
minute book in which their shall be 
recorded. 

Mr BLACKMAN: I beg to move that that be 
Clause 11 of the Bill. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. TATJMA: MT. Chairman,-I thipk this is 

the place where the amendment which I was endeav- 
ouring to make a few moments ago should be inserted. 
I beg to move, in place of Clause 11 which has just 
been read, the following :- " Every registered med- 
ical practitioner of this island who is practising his 
profession in this island shall have the right to utilize 
all of the facilities of the General Hospital in so far  

any patient of his is concerned at  the said%os- 
pital." Well, Sir, from time immemorial only a 
special few medical practitioners have been granted 
the right td attend the hospital and have patients 
i n  there. Lots of deaths have taken place that way 
because a doctor has not been able to follow his 
patientg in  many cases and very ofteii through negli- 
gence or through the fact that the Hospital has a 
number of laymen handling scientific affiairs, other 
hardships occur on the part of many patients in there. 
One would expect that now the Hospital is about to 
undergo a change, this Labour House would do 
something tangible in this respect. One would expect 
that doctors throughout the island who are medically 
qualified and duly registered would be granted the 
right to go in there and use the taxpaye~s' money in 
the same very way as three or fbur special ones now 
do. When I sag "taxpayers7 moneyy' I mean the 
facilities granted by the taxpayers' money. But 
what do we find? There is no question of bringing 
things up-to-date. This Rill woixld practicallr make 
things worse than the? are. It may be good t o  have 
a Director of Medical Services, to haye everything 
centralized and organized properly but I P(8el that 

all the d o c t m  of this island who are duly registered 
and qualified should be granted the rlght to go In 
there and attend to their patlents and should be 
given the opportunity to use all the instrumenuj and 
all the modern facilities, so that everybody whether 
they be from St. Philip or Christ f i u r c h  or St. Peter 
would be granted the privilege of being attended tcr 
in there and not to confine it to just a special four 
practitioners with another four juniors who will 
take their places in time. AI1 doctors should be 
granted that right. Lf we are here to improve Gon- 
ditions at  the hospital, let each and every doctm 
who practices his profession in this ~sland and who 
pays all types of taxes have the right to go in there 
and follow his patienh and not coniine i t  to a favoured 
few as has been the practice in the past. 

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,--We hear all 
sorts of allegations and accusations concerning the 
Hospital to-day. I want to say something about the 
question of extending the facilities at the Hospital so 
that those facilities may be enjoyed by more people 
than is the case to-day. 

The CHAIFCMAN: I s  the honourable member 
seconding the motion of the honourable senior member 
for Christ Church? 

Dr. CUMMINS : Yes, Sir, for the sake of discus- 
sion. I mentioned what I am about to say a t  the 
Hospital Board and I mentioned it a180 to the Chief 
Medical Officer. I envisage the day when the Hos- 
pital will be divided into departments and not being 
run as it is run at  present. Every practitioner there, 
at present, is supposed to be a specialist on all disew- 
es; that is wrong. Hospitals to-day exist to give the 
best medical services to the communities in which 
they are situated and medicine has advanced so rap- 
idly that no longer is the general practitioner con- 
sidered to be a specialist on every malady under the 
sun. I envisage the time whes we will have, for' 
example, a cardiac department, a pediatrics depart- 
ment, and a gynaecology department at the Hospital. 
This Government must be prepared tol assist the 
younger medical practitioners in this community to 
qualify so that they will be able to take charge of 
these several departments, so that it will no longer 
be said that every registered medical practitioner can 
go to the Hospital and be a specialist on every disease 
under the sun. 

Mr. LEWIS: I fear that we are getting inio a 
difficulty We have two Clauses numbered 11 before 
us and I want to be clear on what I am doing. Am 
I going to be given the opportunity to agree to or 
disagree W the Clause proposed by the senior member 
for Christ Church as Clause 11 and then proceed to 
Olause 11 as is Ginted in the Bill? 

The CHAIRMAN: I shall put the Clause pro- 
posed by the senior member for Christ Chumh first. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I am apprehensive about our 
getting ourselves tied in a knot. I beg to move that 
Clause 11 as  printed be naw postponed. The motion 
by the senior member for Christ Church may be more 
appropriately put before Clause 11 as printed is con- 
sidered. 

Mr. TALMtl: I accept that proposal. 
The question that the words proposed by the 

senior member for Christ Church be Clause 11 of the 
Bill is put and resolved in the negative, the division 
being as follows :- 

Aves: Dr. W I ~ N ,  Messrs. BRANCKER, CRAW- 
FORD, TALMA, and MOTTLEY-5. 

Noes : Messrs. SPRINGER, LEWIS, F. L. WALCOTT, 
Cox, FOSTER, MAPP, Dr. CUMMIXS, Messrs. ADAMS, 
RUCKMAN, HAYNEB, GALE, S. A. WALCOTT, WILKIN- 
SON, WARD, and Mr. SPUKEF+--~~. 



Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to move that Clause 11 
as printed be now considered. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
Nr. CRAWFORD : Sir,-With regard to Clause 

11, I think that the suggestion contained herein is, 
perhaps, the most controversial point in the Bill. 
It goes back to the old question as to who s h o ~ l d  
have the right to appoint the members of these Ad- 
visory Boards. Most of the honourable members who 
were here during the last session will recall the con- 
siderable amount of discussion which took place in 
this Chamber last year on the suggestion that the 
Governor should be allowed to appoint the members 
of an Advisory Board. Well now, I do not propose 
to-day to go into the old argument of the necessity 
or the advisability of separating the Legislature from 
the Administration and I note, in this Clause, that 
there has been some attempt a t  a compromise, in 
that it is not suggested that the Governor should ap- 
point the members of this Advisory Committee but 
that the Governor-in-Executive Committee should ap- 
point them. My attitude on this matter is well- 
known and needs no labouring now. Until such time 
as we get Responsible Government in this country, 
the Legislature, in my opinion, should retain in its 
hands the power and the right to appoint the mem- 
bers of these Advisory Boards and for several reasons. 

-3C 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee will not make 
the blunder of not appointing him on this Advisory 
Committee, so that he will be in this House in a 
twofold capacity to answer questions from members 
of the House. I do not agree with the all-year life 
of this Committee, as is stated in this Clause. C 
should like their period of office to run with the 
legislative session and I understand that an a m d -  
ment will be proposed to that effect. The next thing, 
Sir, is that I find it strange that the Education Act 

-gCz of 1943-3 is quoted to this House as an instance in 
~ ~ h i c h  this IIouse agreed on the principle of the ap- 
pointment of these Advisory Boards by the Governor 
and still a very necessary provision applying to that 
principle is left out in this Bill. It would seem that 
this Advisory Committee is to have prescrifbed 
functions and that matters which come within their 
functions as an Advisory Committee may be done 
without re2erence to them, whereas in the Education 
Act, i t  is provided that in the absence of such refer- 
ence the Advisory or Consultative Body may dram 
to the attention of the Governor any aspects of educa- 
tional policy or administration which, in its opinion, 'r- 
requljies attention; that has been left out in this 
Bb11. I understand also that an attempt will be 
made during this debate, by one who is more capable 
than I am in drafting amendments, to put that right. 

vantage. There are other reasons which have beer 
enunciated very clearly and at  great length from 
time to time in this Chamber. I hope that there will 
be a majority of lionour~ble members to agree that 
we should not make the mistake of giving the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee the right to appoint 
the members of these Boards. Sometime ago. Sir, 
the Chief Medical Officer in his Report actually sug- 
gested something else in reference to the appoint- 
ment of this Board. I la~om that there is at  least 
one honourable member who has some remarks to 
make on this matter and before I move any amend- 
ment to this Clause I shall wait and see what course 
will be pursued as a result of the discussion on it. 

The question that Clause l1 as printed be now 
considwed is put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman,-The first thing 
I would like to say for the edificatiolz of honourable 
members and the Press and the ~ u b l i c  is that the 
Bill, as introduced, does not, in this particular and 
fundamental instance, follow the recommendation of 
the Cheif Medical Officer. I merely say that because 
the Chief Medical Officer recommended that of the 
members to be appointed by the Governor, one shodd 
be chosen from the Legislative Council and two from 
the House of Assembly; that is the recommendation 
of the Chief Medical Officer but this Bill set$ out 
otherwise. Having taken part  in the dkebssion on 
the principle of appointment of Boards by the Legis- 
lature last time, I am going to say that I am willing 
on this occasion to-modify my views and to accept 
this proposal in  the spirit in which I think the 
colony as a whole, at  least the majority of the in- 
habitants, has accepted the experiment in Responsible 
Government. Taking i t  altogether I am willing to 
accept this, although the experiment, I must say, i s  
not actually law. If we have a Minister in this House 
responsible for the Hedical Department I take i t  that 

bers are to be like of&e boys to the ~ i d i c a l  super- 
intendent, just to tell him whether to buy provisions 
from a particular merchant or not. I do not think 
the inembers of the Advisory Committee should be 
put in that position. Any matter pertaining to the 
Hospital should be referred to it and if i t  becomes 
apprised of any matter that affects the Hospital i t  
should have the right to tell the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee that such and such a thing has 
been doll? a t  the Hospital; that it has not been asked 
about i t ;  that it thinks the actipn is detrimental to 
the institution and let the decision come from on 
high. There are one or two other provisions in the 
Education Act that are not in this Bill, such as the 
time for summoning meetings, for instance. If the 
Jl@ical Superintendent decide not to call meetings, 
no meetings will be held. If the Director of Educa- 
tion would not call a meeting, two members of the 
Education Board can compel him to hold a meeting. 
The Education Board is in that position and 1 think 
the Hospital Committee should be in that position 
also. I understand that we are going to get the 
assistance cf the senior member for St. George and 
his concurrence, as f a r  as these amendments are con- 
cerned, and I am very glad for that. I am not pre- 
pared to impede the progress of the experiment to 
which I have already referred. I am willing to give .. 
i t  a fair trial and if the powers-that-be let me down 
and I have the power and privilege to deal with them. . 
then they can take all they get. 

Mr. ADAMS: I illtervene at  this stage of the 
debate because what I am about to say may possibly 
shorten the debate. I agree with the junior member 
for the City who has just spoken, whatever may be 
the outcome-and I personally think and have no 
doubt that the outcome will be successful. When 
Cabinet Government began in England there were 
more attacks m it by members of the House of Com- 
mons than we have to-day in this place on this ex- 
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perimental form of government, yet Cabinet 
Government in England is a shining example to the 
W rld. So I have no fear about what is called the 
"bushe Experiment"; i t  is bound to succeed. If we 
are to attain Responsible Government, surely this 
elementary step towards that Responsible Govern- 
ment is absolutely essential. We have, so far, ac- 
quiesced in a member of this House nominating 
members to the Executive Committee, the Cabinet of 
this Island. Are we going to swallow that camel and 
strain at the gnat of leaving to the Gavernor-in-Ex- 
ecutive Committee-not one person but four who ex 
hypothesi are members of this House-the appoint- 
ment of Advisory Boards? I have been authorized 
to say that as far as the Governor is concerned, he has 
no intention of appointing a single person to any 
single body unless advised by a majority of the Exe- 
cutive Committee which in practice will be the mem- 
bers of the House of Assembly who are members of his 
Executive Committee. That, to my mind, is the gr9atest 
step towarcis Responsible Government that has ever 
taken place in any group of colonies in the British 
Empire at any time. This is only an Advisory Com- 
mittee-it is true- and we have not reached the 
stage which we shall, of course, reach. Members of 
the Executive Committee will have ministerial status 
and the senior member for St. Philip, for instance, 
will be referred to as the Minister for Highways anci 
Transport while the senior member for St. George nil1 
be referred to as the Minister for Education. I n  that 
way, the British Empire has been built up and there 
is no reason why Barbadians cannot do what the 
Canadians and the Australians have done. I repeat 
that I have been authorized to say that in the ap- 
pointment of Boards, the Governor will be advised 
by the four members of this House who are members 
of the Executive Committee and we cannot do any- 
thing more than that. I am asking honourable mem- 
bers to see that they are not giving up any power; 
they are merely saying that the four members who 
have their confidence shall say who are to be mem- 
bers of this Advisory Committee. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I intended saving just ncw, 
in rwly  to the junior member for the City, that eith- 
e r  he was playing with the word "responsible" and 
the words "new experiment in government" or he 
failed to properly understand either what is the 
full nature of the experiment or the full meaning of 
the word " responsibity " as applied to government. 
To begin with, Sir, when you talk about "~espdhsible 
Government" you mean a people who are in contrnl 
of that Government and are absolutely responsible 
for the formulation of the policy of the Government; 
the uItimate responsibility is theirs. If you are going 
to claim that the fundam'ental experiment is in the 
nature of Responsible Government, as the junior 
member for the City has claimcd, how, Sir, can you 
reconcile that with the h t e m e n t  by the Head of the 
Administration himself that his is the ultimate 
responsibility for the Government of the country? 
I say that, only to emphazise that if the junior mem- 
ber for the City is assuming that in this experiment 
we have Responsible Government then both himself 
and the Coverncir are a t  logger-heads and in this 
case I prefer to err with the Governor than be right 
with the junior member for the City. The junior mem- 
her for the City .says that he accepts this experiment 
as a step towards Responsible Qovernment and even 
goes farther. He gave the impression, definitely from 
his remarks, that this experiment was a sort of Re- 
spmsible Covernplent . That is the impression that 
l+ remarks conveyed. If I misquote him I should l ike 
bfm to correct me at this stage. 

Mr. LEWIS: I would like to say that I said 
that I am perfectly willing not to  impede the progress 
of the experiment. I accept it in the spirit in whicn 
the majority of the people of the colony accepts it. 
I do not look upon it as Responsible Government so 
far as the law is concerned but as an opportunity 
for the training of tke membjers of the House for it. 
(Cheers). 

At this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. Speaker resumes the 
Chair and adjourns the House until 2.45 p.m. in ac- 
cordance with Rule 40 (a). 

REPLIES LAID. 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. CRAWFOItD : Mr. Speaker,-I beg to lay 

on the Table of the House the replies to questions 
No. 23 standing in the name of the honourable junior 
member for St. Lucy. 

SUSPEXSION OF RULE 61 (A) 

Mr. SPRINGER : I ask leave to move for the 
suspension of Rule 61 (a) in order to ~ssume Gbvern 
ment Business. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave to make the motion. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to mGve that Rule 61 
(a) be now suspended in order to resume Government 
Business. 

Mr. COX semnded the motion which wag agreed 
to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When &he adjournment for 
lunch took place, the House was in Committee on the 
Hospital Bill. 

THE HOSPITAL BILL 

Mr. SPEBKER left the Chair and the House r?- 
sumed Committee on the Bill, Mr. RAMSAY being in 
the Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House was in 
Committee on this Bill before the adjournment, 
Clause 11 was under consideration. 

Mr. SPRINGER : This morning the honourable 
junior member for the City indicated that he desired, 
if i t  found favour with the Committee, that Sub- 
clause 1 of this Clause should be amended in order 
to make the tenure of office of the members of the 
Advisory Committee CO-extensive with the session 
of the Legislature. The honoura'ble member intimated 
to me before then that that was his desire and I have 
framed an amendment, which should have that effect, 
to put before the Committee. I beg to more there- 
fore that after the word " Committee" in line 6 of 
Sub-clause 1, the following words be added: "Im- 
mediately after the coming into operation of this Act 
and thereafter within one month after the opening of 
each legislative session. They shall hold office until 
the expiration of one month aftor the commencement 
of the ensuing le,&lative session;" and that the words 
from "Each of such members" t p  the end of the Sub- 
clause be deleted. I may say, Nr. Chsrman, that 
that conforms with the procedure adopted for many 
years now in respect of the Sugar Industry Agricul- 
tural Bank. I think that it conforms well with ths 
principle on which the Clause is based, and there is 
no objection on the part of the Government to the 
honourable member's point being carried out. 

Mr. LEWIS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. CRAWFORD: I should like to propose 

another amendment to Sdb'-clause 1 of this Clause 



to the effect that after the word "Committee" in the 
penl~ltimate line of the Su'b-clause, the following 
words be added : "Two of whom shall be members 
of the House of Assembly and one a member of the 
Legislative Council." Before the House adjourned 
I was making a few observations in reply to the hon- 
ourable junior member for the City. I pointed out 
that while we endorse the "Bushe experiment" and 
wish i t  God speed, we must not read into it mo. e thaq 
what was intended. To pass from that, let us  accept 
the principle that the present Head of the Adminis- 
tration has decided that although be claims, and 
rightly so, that the ultimate responsibility for the 
administration of the colony is his, yet he is willing ti7 
allow the members of any Advisory Board which :S 

to be appointed in this colony, to be appointed by the 
four members of the Executive Committee nomin- 
ated from this Chamber. That is what we were to d 
that the Head of the Adniinistratioll has expressed 
himself in favour of doing. I want to say this; 
normally I doubt whether them is a single pe:son 
either within or without this Chamb~r  who is more 
in sympathy with the consiitutional experiment 
promulgated by Sir Grattan Bushe than myself. I 

- was surprised to read in a section of the Press a few 

of the experiment will actually have to interfele with 
the type of legislation that is going to be placed on 
the Statute Book this year. Can anybody expect me 
or the members who think like me to sit here to-day 
and agree that the Executive Committee should ap- 
point the members of this Advisory Board or any 
other Board when we ourselves claim that the present 
members of the Executive Committee were not nom- 
inated on a proper basis? I go even further; i t  is 
T V C ~ ~  known t h a t  the present Government or t!ie 
prssent Executive Committee is comprised of members 
c:l.iiwll f'r PM cliff( l ~ n t  groups in this Eouse anii .t is 
&so well knowi) t k t t  in the nomination of the 1v16w1- 

hers of the Executive Committee, the wishes o! one 
grouw were not carried out. Therefore, nobody who k 
in his right senses would suggest, for instance, if 
there we:e three Labour groups in this Assembly or 
three Parties possessing a simiiar policy, that some 
of the present members of the present Executive 
Committee would remain there. When people talk 
about wreckin@ the experiment or not supporting it, 
i t  must be borne in mind that the Parry with whicll 
I am associated has, I think, done more towards 

ment. I do not know whence the writer of the letter 
got his information and I did not bother to correct it 
because I did not think that it was so material at  this 
particular stage. Sir, while some of us may be accused 
of endeavouring to amend legislation of this sort or 
of wrecking the experiment, there are many otha:. 
ways of wrecking it. Naturally, since I am a inember 
of the Executive Committee myself and i t  is to be aa- 
sumed that I should be more or less in agreement with 
the policy of the Executive Committee, I can have nu 
objection to putting into the hands of the Executive 
Committee the power of nominating the members of a 
Board of this sort; but, unfortunately Sir, f am not 
even satisfied with the appointment of the members of 
:he Executive Committee itself, so therefore I am n:)t 
going to be a party to putting into the hands of the 
present Executive Committee the power to appoint 
the members of any Board. I sincerely hope t h ~ t  
~ t h e r  members of this Committee or the majority cf 
the Committee feel that way. There are other menl- 
bers who, I know, agree with me, members who are not 
here to-day. I am sorry that they are not here. The 
fact remains that if we are going to end up right, we 
have to start off right; and if we are experimenting 
with responsible Government and have gone so far  as 
to allow a member of this Chamber to nominate the 
members of the Executive Committee, in consequence, 

weeks ago that the President of the Electors' Associa- 
tion- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I hate to interrupt the hon- 
ourable member- 

Mr. CBAWFORD: Thk is just in  passing, Mr. 
Chairman. A letter which I read in the Press was to 

we &odd  be willing to 'b'ack down to the posibion last 
vear that the House should appoint the members of 

rnaking the experiment a success than any other Party 
in the island: because at  the beginning of the sessiou 
in order to make the experiment a success, in order to 
ensure that i t  got off to a good start despite all the 
provocation and all the obstacles which existed ta 
prevent co-operation between the two Labour groups, 
we forget all that. If the experiment falls down 
a t  any stage of its operation, i; can be fairly 

the Advisory Boards. Now that the House is select- 
ing the Executive Committee, so to speak, we feel that 
we are quite jus tsed  in  allowing the Executive Com- 
mittee or the House to appoint the members of this 
Advisory Board; but  in  the carrying out of the ex- 
periment a certain wreckage has taken place even be- 
fore we have got a chance to Gut it into operation, 
and that must interfere with the experiment so long 
as the present session lasts. It is very unfortunate 
that this false step which has been made at t.be start 

the effect that the President of the Electors' Associa- I easily seen who are iesponsible for sabotaging it, 
tion claims that my Party is opposed to the experi- so to speak. 1 repeat that if under the new experime~~t 

you cannot even have on the Executive Committee 
the members pf the consl;tuent carts of thp Gov- 
wnment whom you want there how much more dan- 
gerous i t  would be to put into the hands of the 
pre5ent Executive Committee the right to appoint 
Boards o~ any other Bodies whether they be advis- 
ory, executive or otherwise? You have to begin rig$: 
if you want to end right, and when i t  comes to the 
question of claiming that this Chamber or that the 
present Executive Committee enjoys the confidence of 
this Chamber, that, Sir is taking .a lot for granted. 
That may be assumed because the position remains 
unchanged, but I am absolutely sure that in actual 
fact, i t  is not so, most decidedly i t  is not so, and T 
hope that honourable members will agree to the 
am@dnient which was originally suggested by the 
Chief Medical Officer himself. With our type of Gov- 
ernment, experiment or no experiment, the members 4 
this Advisory Board should be appointed as I have 
suggested-two from the House of Assembly and 
one from the Other Place. I could go on for  a long 
time t o  quote from remarks ma& in this Chamber by 
those who are in i t  to-day, pointing out the advisabil- 
ity for having members of this Chamber on Boards 
of this sort under our present system of Governmenr;. 
I submit that nothing fundamen_tt?l has occurred since 
those remarks have been made which would lead 
members to any material change in their previousl:~ 
expressed opinion. 

Mr. WIbKINSON : We have had considerable 
discussion over this principle and I do not see that 
anything is to be gained by repeating the previou~ 
arguments. I, Sir, am going to move an amendment ttj 
Sub-Clause 1 of this clause as folicrws: that after the 
words "and four other members" in  the fourth line, 
a11 the words in the fifth line and the words in "he 
sixth line to the word "Committee" be deleted in  or- 
der to substitute the words "two of whom shall be 
appointed by the Governor, .one by  the Legislative 
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Uouncil and two by the House Assembly." l thinl: 
mat  that is a comprom~se to the motion made by t w  
honouLable sehior member for St. Philip and i t  d e s  
not tie us down to appointing members of the l i o ~ : .  
There are Boards of 1Vlanagement which are appoint- 
ed by the House and by the Legislative Councd bu5 
it does not necessarily mean that the members oE 
those Boards are bound to be members of the Hou: 
of Assembly or of the 1Legisletive Council. This 
gives you a wider scope; this House has exercised 
that right in the past and, in my opinion, very wise- 
ly so. I think that the Boards have been, on the 
whole, very successful Boards, and I think that we 
should follow the egample set by those Boards. Thai 
is not giving up our rights entirely. 

Mr. WARD: I beg to second the iuotlon of the 
honourable junior member for  S t .  James. I feel that 
this House should not rellnquisli at! thew powers 
and give them to the Executive Committee. I t  has al- 
ways been the poliey of former Houses to t ly  an4  
keep as much power as possible in the hands of the 
representatives of the people. From the argnmenir, 
adduced not verj- long ago it wou d seem that if wc: 
give all this power to the Executive Committee, as it 
is at  p r e s a t  constituted, the representatives of t b  
people in this colony will lose some of their right. ? 
feel that if we agree to this amendment we wlll st'll 
be leaving i t  to the representatives of the people to 
appoint some of the members of this Advisory Con1 
mittee. 

Mr. GALE : We have heard several amendments 
proposed to this Clause. We are considering a Bill 
to put the Hospital in  charge of ths Government. 
Well, the Government is the Governor-in-Executive 
Cdmmitte and therefore as soon as we change the 
administration of the Hospital ?ram what i: is at 
present and put i t  in the hands of the Government. 
we have put  the Governor-in-Executive Committee in 
charge of the Hospital whether we intended to do 
so or not. This Advisory Board will rlot be adminis- 
tering the Hospital : this Board is there to give advice 
and i t  seems to me that if you can give the power to run. 
the whole Hospital to the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee i t  would certain'p follow that you can give them 
the power to appoint the Advisory Board. I n  this Bill 
me are giving the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
the power to :un the Hospital; we are asking the Gov- 
ernment to run it. Who is the Government?-The 
Government is the Governor-in-Executiue Committee. 
I do not see that all these reservations which certain 
members are trying to put in have ally merit bekause 
you have taken the administration of the Hospital 
out of the hands of the present Board and put it in 
the hands of the Governor-in-Executit-e Committee. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: 'We have heard quite a lot in 
connection wi& this Bill. At the outset let me say 
that I am seconding the motion of the honourable 
senior member for  St. Philip. I am doing so because 
I feel that it is a necessary compiwmise. I have 
heard a loft about allowing the "Bushe experiment" 
to work, but, in my opinion, no experiment mill ever 
work unless we are willing to accept a compromise. 
I say that, without the spirit of compromise, we will 
never get anything dcne. I havn studied this qnf's- 
tion very very carefulJy; I recall during the last 
session that the appointment of Boards was the real 
contention and so very important Bills reached thc 
stage of a deadlock. This Bill, to my mind, is an 
equally icportant  Bill; the changes which it seeks 
t c  make in respect of the Hospital seem to be very 
necessary, but nevertheless this particular Clause. 
even with the present change, seems t? .make a bip 
difference. As I understand the pmtion,  a t  one 
time the idea was to allow the Governor to make this 

ippointment. I can quite see that a, comprolnue has 
)eel1 suggested in having the G-overnor-m-hxecutlve 
d(illmii~~ee to make the appcninttt~ent, and that makes 
ome diEerence. l cannot see that there is anything 
wrong if it is agreed that the (;overnor-in-E;xecuti\e 
Jomrult~ee muat make the appolntmen,. We have gone 
L step durther and have suggested t u t t  these appoint- 
nenh by the Executive U~mnlittee shall be made 
rom this House and from the Other Place, and if 
qou read the Clause careiully, you will see that i t '  
,tdl gives the right to the hxecutive Commi~~ee  ro 
nake other selecpons: from elsemnere. Now, bir, I 

,uppcse, as has been stated in  one section of. the 
t'ress, that it would be a very good thing to keep 
iway irom these Boards people who are politically 
mnded; but I find that i n  order to be able to appcins 
tnyone who is not politically-minded to a Board, you 
ivoulcl have to appoint somebody from the Mental 
Hospital or  from the Clemetery. I t  would be im- 
~osaible in Barbados to appoint to any Board anybcdY 
who is not politically-minded. I am making chls 
lypeal whether i t  falls on deaf ears or not. The 
i-~cnourable senior member for St. Joseph has assured 
IU that the Head of the Adml~lristration mill not 
make any appointment unless he consults the mem- 
bers of the Executjve Committee in  this House and 
takes their opinidn, and I cannot see that t_here is 
anything wrong if a compromise is made i n  agreeing 
that the Governor-in-Executive Committee shall make 
this appointment and that two of the members of 
this Advisory Cdmmittee shall be members of this 
House. I t  must follow that the expermtent continues; 
if the Head of the Administration has never bee11 
told that he can only make appointnients as recom- 
wended by the members selected from this House by 
whoever is the Leader of the House, then I see that 
there is absolutely nothing wrong. Those members 
will have a voice in  saying exactly who should be 
appointed from this Chamber and from the Other 
Place. &h. Chairman, I feel tllat in supporting this 
amendment I am doing the correct thing. Like the 
honourable junior member for the City, at one time 
1 felt that there would be some infringement or  giving 
away of the rights of the members of this House in 
passing any statute which would not allow them t o  
appoint members of various Board$, but I am con- 
vinced that with the present experiment no harm 
can be done in allowing the Gdyernor-in-Executive 
Committee to make the appointment, for the time 
being a t  least, until you are satisfied that we are 
no more a t  the experimental stage. It has been 
admitted on all sides that this is an  experiment, and 
until you are satisfied that you have ceased t o  experi- 
ment, then you should not make such a radical change 
that might give cause for regret. I conclude by 
saying that while the Ekecutive Committee will have 
the right to make the appointment and not the House, 
the Executive Committee should make their selection 
from this House and the Other Place. I have much 
pleasure in supporting t l e  amendment of the hon- 
mrable senior member for St.  Philip. 

Nr. CRAWFORD: Before you put  the question, 
MT. Chairman. I think that an explanation is due 
from me a t  this stage The honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. James has moved an amendment to the 
effect that the Rouse should appoint two of the mem- 
hers of this Board, and i t  mav be regarded as peculia~ 
that since last pear my cdleagues and I were em- 
phasizing that point, and we are milling to1 accept a 
compromise this time. I want to make it perfectlv 
plain that. as far as I am concerned, nothing would 
please me better than to see the amendment of t h ~  
honourable junior member foir St. James go throurh 
and dlow the House to have a member on that Board. 
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Mr. CHAIRMAN: I s  the honourable member 

withdrawing his motion 8 
Mr. CRAWORDI: I am not withdrawing my 

motion ; my only reason for not proposing that amend- 
ment myself is because I felt that the one which 1 
have proposed had more chance of succeeding to-day 
with some honourable members being absent. I t  :S 
not that I am not in sympathy with the amendment 
of the honourable junior member folr St. James. 

Mr. TALMA : I should like to say this ; I appre- 
ciate the explanation which has been given by the 
honourable Leader of the House relative to the status 
or  future status of members ' ~ f  the Executive Com- 
mittee as having ministerial posts, but they have not 
got full power as yet. Unless and until those mem- 
bers have full power, unless and until these minis- 
terial posts are in operation, I feel convinced that 
the members of the House df Assembly are the proper 
persons to appoint at least two members of this 
Advisory Board. I appreciate the point which has 
been made by the honourable j u n k  member for St. 
James ; I feel that the 8uvernor should also have the 
right of appointing two members and the Other Place 
should appoint m e  of the members of this Board. I 
think that a comect compfiomise has been suggested. 

Mr. LEWIS: I really feel that I should offer 
an explanation and something by way of a defence. 
I would like ta let the honohrable senior member for 
St. Philip know that he has not proposed anything 
that goes counter to whet I said to-day. I am willing 
to support him in it. (A MEMBER: That is good). 
There is, however, one thing that I will say and i t  is 
this: I m* bearing in mind all the time thak I took 
up the stand that the House must appoint members 
of these Baards, especially Advisory Boards. I did 
not know then of any experiment; I heard about 
i t  afterwards. I am one of those who pointed out to 
the public of Barbados that the experiment, with our 
300 years of British tutelage in Parliamentary pro- 
cedure, should have warranted some greater confidence 
in us, that i t  should be made law and if we abuse it, 
then take it away from us. I said that. Since then, 
W. Chairman, I have been a party to trying out this 
experiment and I feel thatt I should be loyal to i t  
(Hear, hear). That is the position I occupy to-day 
and I da not see khat the motion of the honourable 
senior member for St. Philip cuts across that at all. 
I was the person who g& to this island a wpy of the 
St. Lucia Bill as regards housing and pointed out' 
that even in a Crown Colony like that the Governor 
has the right to appoint members: but the Bill also 
says in certain cams who and frobn where the mem 
bers should be appointed. Whatever I am doing, I 
feel that it is a genuine attempt on my $art to assist 
in the legislation of this colony, and if I am told that 
it is an  evdutionary aot for me to give up that right 
and maintain only the right to legislate and lay down 
policies and leave administration and details to others 
-when I find myself in a minority like that, I feel 
that I should criticise and thak I should be heard, but 
there is a point on which I feel that I should back 
down. There is one thing that I should like to put 
w o r e  the honourable junior member for S t  James- 

At this point, it now being 3.30 p.m., Mr. SPEAK- 
FR resumed the Chair and stated that it was now time 
for the consideration of Private Members business. 

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (B) 

I T . .  ADAMS: I ask leave to move for the sus- 
pens:.-- of Rule 61 (b) in order to continue Govern- 
ment Business. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave to make the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that Rule 61 (b) 
be now suspended in order to continue Government 
Business. 

Mr. SPRINGER,: I beg to second that. 
The question that Rule 6 1  ('b) bi! now sus- 

pended was put and resolved in the affirmative. 
A division was taken as follows:- 
Ayes : Messrs. RAMSAY, LEWIS, F. L. WALCOTT, 

Cox, FOSTER, 1424PP SPRINGER, ADAMS, BLACKMAN, 
GALE and Dr. CUMZINS.--l1 

Noes : Dr. WPLSON, Messrs. CRAWFORD, BRBNGX- 
ER, TALMA, MOTTLEY, HAYNES, S. A. ?VALCOTT, W&- 
KLNSON m d   WARD--^. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been decided 
in the affirmative, eleven honourable members voting 
"Aye ", ,and nine honourable members voting "No ". 
The Rule cannot be suspended, however because 
twelve members must vote for the suspension of .r 
Rule. It is now time for the consideration of Private 
Members' Business. 

ADDRESS R E  PURCIIASE O F  BABBS 
PLANTATION 

The first Order of the Day under Private Mem- 
bers' Business was called:-To move the passing of 
an Address to His Excellency the Governor relating 
to the purchase of Babbs Plantation, St. Lucy. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker,-In this Ad- 
dress I propose to make a slight change so far an 
paragraph 2 is concerned. At present the Addreq 
reads as follows:- 

The Home of Awembly 

His Excellency the Governor 

The House begs to draw to the attention of 
His Excellency the Governor the fact that Bdbb's 
Plantation in the parish of St. Lucy in this Islan3 
is on the market for sale. 

2. The House requests that His Exellency taka 
appropriate steps in order that Government shd3 
secure this Plantation for the purpose of :- 

(a) Land settlement or/and 
(b ) Establishment of a collective farm, 

or/and 
(c) Erection of a model Housing Scheme, 

or/and 
(d) Any other community development 

scheme ? 
AS regards the first two lines of paragraph 2, I 

desire to su'bstitute this amendment for what appears 
in paragraph 2 of the Address as printed; 

"The House requests that His Excellency taka 
appropriate steps to explore the desirability of pur- 
chasing this Plantation or any other Plantation in 
in this area for the purpose of:" and then the 
paragraph continues as in the printed Address. This 
plantation, Sir, had been advertised as being for 
sale some weeks ago. I did not hear of 
any move being made by the Government to 
consider the question of purchasing or not 
purchasing it and I decided that i t  was ap- 
propriate for me to move the passing of an Address 
like this one. I take it, Sir, that honourable members 
of this House are all agreed on the necessity for the 
Government to own as much land as possible, not 
only in the City of Bridgetown or in the parish of 
St. Michael, but throughout the length and breadth 
of this island. This particular plantation contain.;, 



I understand, 82 acres of which 70 acres 2 roods 36 
perches are arable, and even if it may appear that 
at the present time the land is not in the very best 
possible condition on account of the prolonged 
drought, this state of affairs will easily be remedied 
w ~ t h  the advent of more favourable weather condl- 
tions. There are many arable acres in this island; there 
are nearly 60,000 arable acres of which 40,000 are 
owned by plantations and the remainder is owned by 
18,000 peasants on an average of less than an acre per 
peasant. When the Government experts visit this 
plantation if the House decides that the Government 
should explore the desirability of purchasing it, they 
may decide that, in their opinion, it is suitable for 
land settlement, the establishment of a collective 
farm, the erection of a model Housing Scheme or 
any other community development scheme. That 
is a matter for the Government to decide and there 
are experts to advise them. I t  is for us as members 
of this House to decide whether we are in favour or 
not of the acquirement by the Government of this 
land in the parish of St. Lucy. I have no doubt, 
Mr. Speaker, that honourable membem will be 3s 
S-ympathetic towards the purchase of land outside the 
parish of St. Michael as they are in respect of the 
purchase of land in this parish. (Hear, hear.) It 
is perfectly true that the parish of St. Michael is 
really worse off for open spaces than any other 
parish, but that does not mean that we should, for 
one minute. regard the position in the rural areas 
with anything like equanimity. There is the ques- 
tion of providing playing fields in the country dis- 
tricts; it is only in the parish of St. Philip that 
there is any really recognized and fullydeveloped 
area for the people to recreate during their spare 
time, and if in this parish and in other parishes we 
had some land like that, it could not but redound 
to the health and happiness not only of the people 
who live in the particular parishes, but of the people 
of the island as a whole. I t  has been recommended 
by every Rdyal Commission which has ever visited 
these shores during the past many years, from the 
time of the Royal Commission in 1897, the Joseph 
Chamberlain Commission until the Royal Cornmissio~n 
of 1939, that the state of affairs obtaining in this 
country is deplorable; that there are very few pieces 
of land available for the land-hungry people of this 
community, and that the Government should take 
steps to make as much land as possible availdble t w h e  
people. I understand that there are in this area 
other plantations which are, or may be, for sale and 
I commend to the attention of the Government not 
merely an exploration into the desirability of pur- 
chasing this particular plantation but others in the 
district. I have heard a rumour to the effect that a 
place called Barrows is, or may be, on the market. I 
do not know if that rumour is true, but I suggest that 
the Government make certain enquiries in that 
connection. On the border of St. Peter and St. Lucy 
there is a place called Hopeland of which I have 
learnt the proprietors may not be averse to discussing 
the sale. When therefore the matter of this Address 
is being investigated, if this Address cornmends itself 
to the H o u s e 1  am sure that honourable members are 
interested not only in the welfare of the people of the 
metropolitan parish in this matter of finding spaces 
for vaiious schemes, but also ,in the welfare of the 
people throughout the island-the Government might 
also make enquiries in respect of the sale of these 
other places so that these schemes may be brought to 
fruition. I do not think i t  is necessary for me to go 
into this q~estion any more fully. As regards the 

planration which is specifically named in this Address, 
I gather that the highest offer is under consideration 
and the plantation has not been sold. It is a matter 
for the Government, if this Address is passed, to go 
inuto the potentialities and *ee if it is desirable for a 
reasonablc prise to purchase this plantation or any 
others in the surrounding area for the benefit of the 
people in the district. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the honourable mem- 
ber takes his seat, I think that he will have to get 
the permission of The House to alter the terms of t h e  
original Address. 

Mr. BRANCIIER: I ask leave to amend the 
Address in the manner I have indicated. My reaso.1 
for proposing that amendment is that I gather that 
every honou~able member may not have made up his 
mind that it is desirable to purchase this plantation; 
every honourable member may not have seen it, for 
instance, but I suggest that nobody would be averse 
to having the Government investigate the matter and 
have the findings of their experts as to whether they 
would advise us to purchase this plantation or not. 

Mr. RAMSAY: I think that the proper pro- 
cedure ought to be that the honourable member should 
have this amendment printed and circulated and on 
that ground I am objectins to leave being granted 
the honourable member. This is not a question of 
life and death as in the case of the Hospital Bill, for 
instance. I do not think that the island mill run 
out of yarns and potatoes and other things. I think 
that this amendment should be printed and circulated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: An honourable member having 
~bjected, I will put the question. The question is 
that leave be granted the honourable member to sub- 
stitute the words proposed in place of those appearing 
in paragraph 2 of the original Address. Honourable 
members in favour of that will please say "Aye", 
those against will please say "No". I think the 
'Ayes" have it. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I beg to move that this 
Address do now pass. 

AXr.  TALMA: I rise to second the motion made 
by the honourable junior member for St. Lucy as 
regards the purchase of this planiation. I take it that 
the sentiments expressed by the honourable member 
%re in line with the sentiments of this House as a 
whole. I can hardly believe that anyone will see fit 
to oppose an Address of this nature which really goes 
to the crux of the matter, the means whereby land 
,an be made available to the unfortunate people who 
have never %een able to o m  a rood of land or any 
tt all. The position is this: we are merely making 
mre that the policy which has been laid down by 
;he Government when they bought the Pine Planta- 
tion is being maiptained, and we take it that not o d y  
;he people in the metropolitan area should be served 
3ut also those in the rural districts. The people i;l 
;he rural districts probably need land more urgently 
;han those who are in town. There is no g a i n s a e g  
;he fact that this Address is based on sound and good 
:round and it should not be controversial in any way. 
We should not only support this Address but we 
should try and see that in each parish a plantation 

made available for the use and benefit of the 
oeople. It does not stand to reason that because this 
and is in another honourable member's constituency 
we skould oppose this Address for the sake of o p  
oosing it. That reminds me of an Address of which 
C gave notice on the 14th of January this year with 
the same abject, a d  for the benefit of honourable 
members wbo may have forgotten it I should like ti, 
read it. 
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Mr. S P E A K E R  The honourable member can- 
not refer to anything which is before the House this 
session. 

Mr. TALMA. I am merely saying that this 
Address is nothing new. It is a question of this 
Labour Government buying estates ~vhen they are 
suitable and for reasonable prices so as to give the 
poor people especially in  the country districts, some 
land where they can grow their own crops and so 
assist them in keeping life and limb together. 

Mr. CX%AWFORaD : I t  is almost unnecessary for 
me to add my quota of support in a matter like this. 
I think that I can say with some appreciation that 
for yea~s-and the entire public knows-I have con- 
sistently endeavoured to impress upon the Govern- 
ment the necessity for making more of the land i a  
this idand available to the masses of the people. I 
make bold to say that that policy of mine is so well 
known that if I were to refrain from saying any- 
thing in this connection to-day, the general public 
would know that an Address of this nature woull 
have my entire blessing and support. 

Mr. COX: I myself am in wholehearted agree- 
ment with this Address. I say now, as I have sald 
before, that whenever any land is to be sold, the 
Government ought first to see whether i t  would hc 
advantageous to the people or not, and if it is advan 
tageous to the people they should purchase it. I 
shouId Like to repeat what I have said on other 
occasions that the suffering of inany people in-this  
country is as a result of the land being owned by 
a handful of people. I am therefore in wholehearted 
agreement with this Address and I hope that i t  
will find favour in other quarters. I should just like 
to say in passing that I remember well when the 
Address was before the House asking the Govern- 
ment to purchase the Bay Estate, the honourable 
senior member for St. Philip said that instead of 
the IIouse being asked to pass the Address, the in- 
troducer should have gone privately to His Excellency 
the Governor and apprised him of t h e  fact that the 
estate was for sale, because as soon as people knew 
that the Government was considering ~urchaqing it, 
they would have to pay a high price for it. Ap- 
parently, thp honouralMe senior member for St. Philip 
is more sympathetic towards me, a stranger, than 
towards his friend; but I would like to say that 1 
was fully conscious of the fact that an Address passed 
by this House would be of fa r  more importance so 
far  3s the consideration of the administration is con- 
cerned than any little private member going and tell- 
ing the Governor that some place is to be sold and 
you had better t ry and purchase it. Even if that 
were so, the Governor cannot buy anything in  private; 
the House have to be in  favour of it and they have 
to pass the money with which the land is to be pur- 
chased, I have just said that to let the honourable 
member know that he is contradicting what he said 
on the last occasion. 

&fr. L E m I S  : I think that every honourable 
member of this House Imows that I am 'in favour 
of giving people who live in an  agricultural corn- 
munity some land in the hope that they will make 
the best possible use of it, so that they will improve 
their standard of living and their living conditions 
generally. However, Mr. Speaker, I cannot agree to 
the passing of an Address like this which has been 
amended and the words "or any other plantation in 
this area'' inserted. I am not prepared to give His 
Excellency the Governor carte blunche to look around 
for  a plantation, enter negot.iations to buy i t  and 
then come back and tell me that I told him to do 

so. I t  is regrettable that this matter has to be diu- 
cussed in public at all because the price of this 
plantation will go up. I think that the honourable 
member is entirely wrong in proposing this amend- 
ment, and I have to vote against this Address unless 
he agrees to the deletion of the v~ords "or any other 
plantation m this area." I think that i t  is sufficient 
for  us to deal with a specific case. If it was a ques- 
tion of passing an  Address with respect to a Land 
Settlement Scheme throughout the island and we ask 
the Government to look around and buy land all over 
the island, that would be all right; but I think that 
this House would 'be extremely wrong to agree to 
buy  one plantation in St. Iiucy and then look around 
for another one and buy that also. I am not wil1,ing 
to yote for that to-day. The next point is this: can 
the honourable member assure this House that this 
plantation is for sale? He should have said so btcausc 
souiictime ago one honoulable member asked the 
Government to buy a plantation that was not for  
sale. I think that when we are dealing with such 
fundamental questions as land settlement, we shou'd 
know what we are doing. From the last o c c a s h  ,vhen 
the Government was asked to buy a plantation rnd the 
price went up. I say that if this plantation is defin- 
itely on the market for sale, the honourable member 
should know about the price of this land. He should 
be in a position to tell this House that this land cau 
be bonght for so much per acre ; he should have made 
some enquiries about this plantation so that we could 
say that we are not paying too high a price for i:.. 
T e  should put a limit on the price which we are 
paying for this plantation and leave i t  a t  that. The 
honourable member is not only an old reprmentative 
in this House, 'but be is a lawyer and ha should have 
got that information and given i t  to this House 
to-day. I do not think that we should pass this Ad- 
dress as ,it is;  I am not giving the Governor cmte  
blanche to buy any other plantation in that area, and 
if the honourable member does not tell me that he 
knows something about the price per acre of this 
plantation, I shall have to vote against this Address. 

Mr. MAPP : I also represent a rural constituency 
and I am very much in favour of this Address. The 
remarks of the honourable junior member for the 
City have certainly thrown some light on the matter 
and they cannot be ignored. I can well foresee about 
40 plantations being set u p  for sale i n  various 
pari@hes, and do you mean to tell me that 40 different 
Addresses will have to be passed in  this House asking 
the Governlrent to buy those plantations? I feel that 
this matte:. should be dealt with in a different way. 
I feel that there should be a definite decision on the- 
G~vernmen t '~  part to buy as much land as possible 
for the benefit of the people-not in any piecemeal 
way. I think it is time that we go a b ~ u t  this matter 
differently. Do not let us buy land that may be set 
up for sale to-day, tomorrow or next year by passing 
an Address every now and then. I feel that that  
is a very shortsighte2 way of dealing with this mat- 
ter. As someone in another island has said. ''Laim 
is as essential to the people as air", and I heartily 
endorse that statement. To quote another speaker." 
"A landless proletaniat surely breeds irresponsibility 
among the people." That is the worse thing that 
can happen to any ~ o u n t r y  but the mattel' should not 
be attended to in this way. I think that it should b8 
dealt with as in the case of other West Indian islands; 
a Sub-development Committee, if we should call 
i t  by that name of our Agricultural 'Dkpartment 
should deal with this matter of acquiring land, ex- 
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amining every area which is set up for sale and we 
would not have a private member of this House going 
into an area and assuring us that it is good for this 
or  for that purpose. The Committee would do all 
that  and then recommend to us that the land be pur- 
chased and we would then have a Resolution sent 
down to us for this purpose. I t  is a most r idic~lous 
thing for every member of this House to set about 
getting land for the use of the people: you could not 
view that with equanimity. I think that the Govern- 
ment should set np a Sub-development Committee for 
the purpose of obtaining as much land as possible 
for furtheling Development Schemes on a CO-oper.1- 
tive basis among the landless people of tMs colony. 
I am in entire agreement with that and I hope that 
the Government mill set about dealing with the matter 
from that angle rather than having i t  dealt with as 
a t  present. 

The qnfstion that this Address do now pass was 
put and resolved in  the affirmative. 

A division was taken as follows :- 
A y e s :  Dr. WTLSON, Messrs. F .  L. WALCOTT, 

COX, MAPP, BLACKMAN, CRAWFORD, BRANCKER, TALMA, 
MOTTLEY, IIAYNES, S. A. WALCOTT aztd WARD--'L~. 

Noes : $1 essrs. LEWIS and WILKINSON-2. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been re- 

solved i n  the affirmative, twelve honourable members 
voting "Aye " and two honourable members voting 
"No". I will ask the honourable junior member for 
St .  Lucy to present this Address. 

Mr. BIZANCKER: As Your Honour pleases. 

ST MICHAEL'S PARJSH LOAN BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order of the Da>- 
stands in the name of the honourable senior member 
for the City :-Second reading of a Bill to authorise 
the Vestry of the parish of St. Michael in this island 
to raise a loan to enable them to purchase a property 
which adjoins the Parochial Buildings, Chwpside, 
Bridgetown, for parochial purposes. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker,-This Bill seeks 
to authorise the Vestry of the parish of St. Michael 
to obtain a loan of £4,000 with a view to providing 
a Food Centre for the parish and also to provide 
fnrther accommodation for the staff of the Sanitary 
Department. I t  is hardly necessary for me to point 
out to hon. members the great need for having the 
necessary accommodation to provide for f e e q g  a 
number of people of this parish, people who are n ~ t  
qualified to receive Old Agr Pensions or other pen- 
sions. For some time now this Food Centre has been 
carried on at  Queen's Park ; the number of people who 
are being fed has increased until now we have to 
provide for the accommodation of nearly 200 people 
I t  has been found that at  Queen's Park the accom- 
modation is not very good for the number of old 
people who assemble there for a little ration. I do 
not think that i t  is necessary for me to say very much 
more in connection with this matter; I think that 
every honourable member of this Rouse is acquainted 
with the facts as they exist today. l therefore have 
much pleasure in moving that this Bill be now read a 
second time. 

Mr. HAYNES : I beg to second that. 
Mr. COX:  Before the question is put, I regret 

to say that I cannot support this Bill. Of late we 
have been hearhg  quite a lot about the administra- 
tion of the Vestry, and any individual who takes an 
interest in the working of that Department will realise 
that conditions existing there are fa r  from what is 
 atis is factory. I t  appears as if there is a lot of squander- 
ing of the taxpayers' money by this Department. 

Everybody will have read in the Press quite recently 
that something like $54,000 of the money of the tax- - 
payers of this parish has been squandered and over- 
spent, and God knows what items the Vestry can 
show for it. I can say that i t  hay been brought-to my 
notice that a schute and  half a dozen swings in $ u e e ~ ' ~  
Palk  cost. the parish $1,000. A little office at  the Cemc- 
tery cost the taxpayers $3,000 although they were not 
buying the land, and many other items which &U 
prove in uncertain way that there is something 
definitely wrong with the administration of this De- 
partment. I am speaking about this matter becauss, 
up to now, I am a representative of the people of this 
parish and I am a taxpayer myself. You will be 
surprised to know that in some respects this year 
taxes have been increased over 100% so as to make 
up for the deficit and for the squandering of the 
money by the last Vestry. I hav been told that 
over $10,000 which was budgeted for in the last 
Estimates to pay the Electric and Gas Companies has 
remained unpaid; I have also been told, I do not 
know if it is true, that very oftec  hen the end of 
the month comes, somebody has to beg some individ- 
uals to pay their taxes in order that the Vestry can 
pay their servants. The whole thing is in  a bankrupt 
state at  present and I cannot subscribe to this; I 
am not giving the Vestry any power to borrow any 
more money. What I want to see done is that  this 
Government set up a Commission of Enquiry to find 
out where all these funds of the taxpayers have dis- 
appeared. That is what should have been done. I 
can remember that some months ago when we passed 
a Bill to allow them to purchase a n  old house with 
wood ants from a man in Black Rock, an  honourabIe 
member of this House suggested that it would be a 
wise thing for the Vestry to appeal to the Central 
Government for the land and build a new place 
Ather  than buy this d d  house. Up to now the 
house is still there, Everything seems to be wrong 
there and I am not prepared to subscribe to this, sort 
of thing. As I said before, I want the Government 
to go into this state of affairs before allowing the 
Vestry to go on increasing the taxes year by year and 
oppressing the taxpayers. Fo r  instance, people who 
have hired cars paid something like $7.32 last year as 
trade tax and this year the tax is $15. It is not ta 
say that the bills have been paid; they still remain . 
unpaid and every now and then the Vestry ask you t.~ 
give them power to borrow money to buy something 
and the result is that the poor people of this parish 
are, I can almost say, blackmailed. Before I sit 
down, I am going to move that this Bill be rejected. 
I say that this is a disgrace and the schute of whict 
I made mention is useless. When you take these facis 
into consideration, T am sure that if those members 
who happen to be responsible for the squander iq  
of those funds were employed by ~ r i v a t e  individuals, 
they would be in jail by now. That could not hap- 
pen vi th any private firm: but it will happen in this 
case because here are a bunch of poor, foolish people 
who are given a shilling with one hand and twenty 
shillings are taken from them with the other. Anybody 
who has any idea of the administration of the Vestry 
will know that what I am saying is true. I am not 
saying anything more a t  this moment bnt  I am hoping 
that the day will come when we will get honest, dig- 
nified and respectable men a t  the head of affairs. 

Mr. ADAMS: As this debate is likely to be long 
and acrimonious, I am going to move the adjourn- 
ment of the House. There are %hose of us who want 
to leave before five o'clock, those of US who would be 
glad to be here this afternoon, and 1 am in the Same 



category. I t  is now twenty minutes past four and I 
appeal to honourable members to let this debate be 
continued on Tuesday next. (Voices: Oh no). I beg 
to move the adjournment of this debate wtih a view 
to fixing the Order Paper (Mte r  a pause). I pre- 
qume that I am in arder to speak on the original 
motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot speak on the orig- 
inal motion. Rule 141 says this: 

"A member who has already spoken to a question 
or has moved or seconded an amendment thereto, or a 
motion for the adjournment of the debate, may not 
rise again to move an  amendment or the adjournment 
of the House, or of the debate, or any similar ques- 
tion, though he may speak to these new questiom 
when proposed by other members." 

Mr. ADAMS: I think that I .can speak on the 
original motion, as there is no one who is willing to 
sacond my motion. The words that have fallen from 
the lips of the honobrable senior member for St. 
Michael are of such grave importance and against 
the premier Parochial Body of this colony, that 
speaking for myself, I should take such steps as the 
honourable member has suggested if such facts arc 
put before the Government as to warrant a Com- 
mission of Enquiry. I myself have a certain amount 
of information which makes me feel that there is a 
great deal in what the honourable member who has 
just sat down has said. It is easy when people are 
in public life to throw bricks at  them; but  there are 
occasions when those bricks are deserved. Whoever- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that I shall have 
to interrupt the honourable member again. Rule 143 
says this: 

"A member who moves or seconds a motion for 
the adjournment of a debate which is negatived is 
not entitled to speak to the main question." 

Mr. ADAMS : My motion has not %een seconded 
and 1 did not sit down. The main question is now 
to be put to the vote. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion, jt seems to me, 
has been negatived if there is no seconder. 

-' Mr. ADAMS : When I found that nobody was 
willing to second my motion I did not want to stop 
speaking. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable membsr did 
not sit down and therefore he can go on speaking. 

Mr. ADAMS : The honourable member who h'as 
moved the second reading of this Bill is in  the Ziest 
pwition to defend the Vestry. I am also speaking as 
a taxpayer now and I say that I did not feel too 
happy whelz 1 saw my recent tax bill, to put it on n 
very personal basis, and I suppose that many people 
in low income groups would feel worse. I think that 
some explanation is due primarily to the ratepayers 
of St. Michael and beyond them, the public of Bar- 
bados as ta  this amazing over-expenditbre. I re- 
member remarking somewhat semi-jocularly in this 
House som: years ago and pointing out that i t  W= 
a serious matter when Vestries overspend money. 
'At that time there was a debate on a Bill to allow 
the Vestry to raise a loan to cover some over-expendi- 
t u r ~  bv Mr John Beckles, the then Churchwarden, and - - -  d - 

to my great surprise, th$ House took it very seriously 1 1  

496 
t-- -- 

when fstood u p  and said semi-jocularly and not with 
any intention of voting on it but pointing out that 
people with the best of motives, must be careful not 
to over-spend public money. I was careful to say 
that it was an admirable project by  Mr. Beckleq 
but  he should be careful aliout spending money. 
There m~ust be some explanation of this over-expendi- 
ture of over $50,000; the newspapers do not give as 
full reports of pu'blic meetings as  they might give be- 
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cause of the shortage of newsprint and no explan%- 
tion has been forthcoming sufficient to justify t h ~ s  
~ver-expenditure. I entirely agree with the honour- 
able senior member for St. Michael that before thjs 
House can allow the Vestry af St. Michael to raix? 
this loan to spend in acquiring property with these 
two glaring instances pointing to what seems to be 
mismanagement or recklessness as r e g a r b  expendi- 
ture-I think that this House ought to protect the 
ratepayers of St. hfichael. I do not know if this 
house is being eaten by wood ants as the honourable 
senior member for St. Michael has mentioned, but 
I do know that every single cent that was spent by 
the Vestry in  purchasing the Children's Home could 
have been saved by application for a spot of land 
at the Pine. Any Body which is prepared to call upoil 
the ratepayers to spend thousands of pounds when 
they can get a free gift is a Body that needs watching. 
There may 'be the best of reasons for this over-ex- 
penditure ; there may be expenses, miscalculations, the 
cost of labour and materials may have gone up, them 
may be perfectly innocent explanations for this over- 
expenditure; but if there are such explanations, let 
them see the light of day. If the Hospital Board 
allows lumber to slip over the side of the wall, that 
Board sho'uld be criticized and if any criminal act 
can be discovered, that person who is responsible 
should be jailed. The same iy true of any Vestry. 
If there is nothing to hide in this instance, they should 
welcome a Commission of Enquiry to show that their 
character has been clear; that there is no secrct 
commission paid or things of that sort. I f  there is 
nothing to hide, they can easily clear themselves and 
show how this $54,000 has been overspent. As long 
as I have a seat in this Assembly, no amount of fear 
of what people may think of any words of mine will 
stop me in  instances of this sort from saying that 
the public duty must be performed with even greater 
rectitude and care than if a person is pursuing his 
own private interest. A man may waste money, but 
he is only hurting himself and possibly his family; 
but as soon as it is established that  things of this 
sort can happen and people only smile and say "these 
things happen," which is often one of the reactions 
to this over-expenditure, there is no decent moralitv 
and we are as this in  Mexico or some South 
American Republic. I ask the St. Michael's Vestry 
for the sake of their reputation for honesty to defend 
t h e  charge which as I have said, is worthy of thu 
fullest investigation. I hope that honourable men:- 
bers who have an  explanation to make will make it 
to the House. one that will satisfy us all. I am not 
prepared to vote for thG Bill for the reasons which 
I have given. I have never ssid one word to the 
honourable senior member for St. Michael in  con- 
nection with this matter ; I did not know that it wodd 
have come u p  to-day. What I have said came to me 
when I was hearing something of what has been 
made and there is no collaboration if the 
honourable member's speech and mille happen to 
be th.e same. I have independently come to the con- 
clusion which I have reached because 9f what I heard 
outside as to this over-expenditure. If there is 
nothing to hide, let us have- 

Mr. S p E I m E R :  Am you secon&ng the motion 
for the rejection of the Bill? 

Mr. ADAMS: I am going to move that the Bill 
be read a second time this day six months .This is a 
matter on which I think the ratepayers of the par- 
ish of St. Michael should have a chance of expressing 
their opinion. I am told, Mr. Speaker-and this is 
something on which I want an explanation-that the 



Vestry have laid rates with a view to cover this over- 
expenditure. Nothing could be more illegal than that. 
No taxpayer has moved any injunction to stop it and 
i t  is too late to do that now. If -&at I have been told 
is true, the ratepayers are being asked to do something 
which the Vestry has no right to ask them to do. 
(A  XEMBER: It is true). These are matters that 
are too important to be passed over lightly. I beg to 
move that this Bill be read a second time this day six 
months. 

.Mr. LEjWIS: I must say that from all I have 
heard, I am seconding the motion that this Bill be 
read a second time this day six months. I may have 
preferred a shorter period so that the members of  the 
V h t r y  should have an opportunitJ of lettmg us 
laow what the true position is, or that the Govern- 
ment should insestigate the matter and clear the 
characters of the people c o n c ~ ~ n e d .  I would like to 
say that quite recently a number of ratepayers of 
this parish have come to me and told me that their I 

taxes have gone u p ;  some of them told me that their 
taxes have gone up by 100%. I nolice that in one 
year the rate has gone from 103 cents in the dollar to 
42 cents in the dollar-an increase of nearly 2 cents 
in the dollar in one yea].. I asked this Vestry at  one 
time to accept a proposition that would have 
meant a jc. in the c10lla.-that 17as to abolish 
the Occupancy Tax and they turned i t  down. 
( A  XE-WBIIR: The House turned it down too). Of 
course, some people will be given off their taxes in 
the hope that they will vote for certain people to g,) 
back in the Vestry again. That is the method. I 
feel that this is an occasion on which the Government 
should step in as i t  stepped in in connection with 
a mere £350 which the Hospital Board themselves 
told them was gone. The honourable introducer of 
this Bill is one of those who encouraged the setting 
up of a Commission of Enquiry and said that there 
was scandalous over-expenditure. The Vestry have 
over-spent more than that. As a taxpayer, I should 
like to know something about this over-expenditur;. 
I think that the honourable member should have 
brought in a definite statement as to the position of 
the Vestry and the commitments outstanding so that 
we could have an opportunity of reviewing the situa- 
tion in respect of the loans which have been raised. 
There is, perhaps, a third loan and you are asking 
people to pay back this money at  a time when the 
cost of living is increasing to them. There are people 
who pay taxes and who do not have an opportyplty 
to objecting to them; those are the people who ave 
-to pay back this money. I feel that the parochial 
buildings in this metropolitan parish should 'be of 
the very best, and I am agreeing to the postpone- 
ment of this Bill. I think that the Government o r  
His Excell_ency the Governor ~hou ld  'be more than will- 
ing and anxious to accept the suggestion that a Com- 
rn;ssion of Enquiry should be set up to go into the 
affairs of the St. Michae17s Vestry at  this particular 
stage. They accepted the suggestion to have a 
Commission of Enquiry in respect of the Hospital 
Board merely because that Board found that 
the money had been over-spent and was honest 
enough to tell this House. This B o a ~ d  :S 

composed of such members as the President of 
the Legislative Council, the Speaker of the 
House of Assembly, His Lordship the Bishop, 
the Attorney General and a personal representative 
of lIis Excellency the Qovernor; people who will 
have to indict anybody who is found with lumber 
that has been stolen are ;being enquired into! Wh:, 
has been chosen to carry out this Commission of 
Enquiry?-a man who may have to sit as Chi4 

Justice to t ry them. I n  my opinion this is a whole 
conglomeration of nonesense being carried on merely 
because you want to find out where $354) has gonc. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  We are not debating that. 
&h. LEWIS : I am merely saying that if in th:s 

instance you should have a Commission of Enquiry, 
how much more so is it warranted with respect tq 
the position as disclosed by the Vestry? As a repre- 
sentative of the taxpayers all over the island, I can- 
not agree that the taxpayers of St. Michael should 
hare to pay increased taxes even for this laudable 
purpose without some facts and figures being put  be- 
fore me as to the present position of the commitments 
of the Vestry and whether anything illegal has gone 
on. I understand that some bills which are owing 
to the Electric Company and other people have been 
inclwled in the present rates. I think that that is 
illecal; if somebody else overspends money I do not 
think that it can be dealt with in this way. Whe,~ 
you give the Vestry the power to raise taxes and 
borrow money, whcn you lose by a certain date the 
oppoitunity to object to the rates, I think that mem- 
bers have to be careful. l hope that the honourable 
senior member for St. Philip who showed keenness 
to have an inquiry in connection with the 13ospital 
Board for a mere £300 or £400. will l tnd his weight 
not only in the House but also in Executive Com- 
mittee to show h o ~  keen he is in having the spending 
of public funds enquired into on all occasions. I 
think that it is wrong to have the members of the 
Vestry niicier any cloud or suspicion that they have 
done wrong; I think that this matter should be gone 
into before I can give them any permission to add 
to the conimitnients of the parish, Even to have a 
statute for the purpose of hobsing themselves in more 
commodiow buildings. I say that it is in the mind 
of the public that something is wrong and taxpayers 
have come and told me that they are unable to pay the 
taxes for which they have received bills. I can let the 
Vestry know in advance that I am unable to pay mine. 
(Laughter). For that reason, I cannot burden the 
taxpayers of this colony and even for the reason that 
I cannot burden myself with any more. I must get 
an enquiry into this matter; I m3st protect the tax- 
payers and I rntlst protect myself as well. I have 
much pleasure in seconding the motion of the honour- 
able senior infmber for St.  Joseph in the hope that 
we will have it closer picture of what har taken place; 
and we will be able to come &re and pass this Bill 
Feeling sure and secure that all is me11 and that we 
are doing right. 

Nr .  F. L. WALCOTT: Before this debate endq, 
I must add my quota of objection to this indiscriminate 
over-expenditure of public funds. I would like t o  
say, speaking on the second reading of thfs Bill, that 
public morality above anything else must be l espected 
and 'maintained if democracy must mean anything. 
If people are going to be immoral in any respect. 
when i t  comes to a public institution such as tba 
Vestry-I say that $50,000 is a lot of money to over- 
spend anywhere in the world furthermore in a colony 
like Barbados. No statement can convince me thdt 
there can be any justification for over-spending io 
the Pane of $50,000 in one year; and then you come 
back and make the taxes go up  2c. in the dollar as 
compared with the previous year? This is not 3 

question of there being some other source from which 
you can draw just as you can put a pump into the 
sea and the water comes out ;  this is a question ;f 
sweat and people are crying for more wages. I say 
that it is time that the Government should make some 
proper investigation into this matter and let the 



people know something about it. There may be an  
old tradltlon that this matter has come before this 
liiouse today. 1 must agree with all that the honouL- 
able ~ u n i o r  member for the City has said with respect 
t Q  the manner in whch things are allowed to bappgn 
in the case of some of these Parochial Bodies, Because, 
&fr. Speaker, if someone through his friendLines and 
h way 01 llvlng with other persons - he may have 
admirable yualitles but above all there must be a 
quality where you d~ not 4 d p  a man because- 

, , Mr. SPEAKER: There may be a perfect de- 
fence to spending more than you anticipated spend- 
ing. I do not think that there should be any 
suggestion that any member of the Vestry has helped 
himself to any of that money. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am not saying that, \ r  Mr. Speaker, but I say that sometimes people are 
helped i11 a manner so far  as charging too much 
for work is concerned. I do not think, if the re- 
marks of the honourable senior member for St. 

Xichael are oorrect- 
Mr. SPEAKER: Your suggestion is that the 

superintendence is not good. (Laughter). 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Yes Sir, and the public 

has to pay for that superintendence. I t  is grievous to 
think that people who have to pay taxes are called 
npon to pay 2 cents more in the dollar this year. 

f It is hard that you cannot call people thieves when 
I my know that they are thieves. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has 
ased an expression which he has no right to use. 

&fr. F. L. WALCOTT: The Head of this ad- 
ministration from whom this Bill is seeking authority 
to make a loan, would have to investigate every as- 
pect of the Vestry of St. Michael before I can agree 
to give them the authority to raise this loan. I t  is not 
fair to the  people to ask them to pay increased tax- 
ation thi3 year. Fortunately and unfortunately 
1 happen to be one of those taxpayers who have to 
pay for the houses which they rent. I am called 
npon to pay more taxes this year. This is a mat- 
ter - T am being somewhat personal now - in 
which T have the or~partuhxnity to raise an objption 
both on behalf o f  the public and on behalf of my- 
wlf. The honourable junior member for the City 
has said that he cannot pay his ta;xes but we know 
that either bv accident or by good fortune we are 
disqualified from getting tax relief. Therefore 
WO mnnot  l i l~p l ~ n .  T should like to say that the 
affairn of any public Rody must be so run -- T: 
sh0111d like to put the best construction.unon it - 
that thev can see how they are spending their money. 
It is to be ~resnmed that a Government Department 
or a Bodr like the St. Michael's Vestrv shnuld nm 
their affairs in such an  up-to-date manner that they 
can plan ahead as to what they are going to spend; 
qnd in times such as thme we cannot lose $5, $50 
or 1500 much more $50,000. There are those who 
mnnld suffer R h ~ w t  ~ t t ~ c k  in the case of 50 cents. 
This is a very serious matter; i t  is not a matter that 
should he pushed aside. Irrespective of who Che 
persons are-if my  fathe,. mere a Vestryman he would 

have to give me an account far the over-expenditure 
of money. There has bten this amount of money 
being over-spent and i t  does not seem to be any'body'a 
business. It seems to me that the Vestry want t;, 
hush down this matter quickly so that you cannot 
feel that i t  is as bad as i t  is. However, the cat is 
already out of the bag, and ss  the honourable junior 
member for the City has said, it is a matter to be 
enquired into. I have heard that a building has bee11 
erected in the Cemf te~y  and a lot of money has been 
spent there. 

MY. SPEAKER:  The whole point is whether 
ther? is such evidence of reckless spending of money 
that the House should not give the Vestry the power 
to borrow this money. I do not think that we caq 
go into the details which the honourable member is 
going into. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I think that sufficient 
has been said to show that this money has been 
overspent and that this Honse is of the opinion 
that it snould not pass this Bill to give the 
Vestry an opportunity to borrow more money until 
they have given a bettel. account of what has been 
overspent. I beg to move that this House do now 
adjourn until this day weck a t  twelve o'c'ock noon. 

Mr. BRANCKER : I beg to second that. 
Mr. ADAMS: If the Order Paper remains as  i t  

is, we shall have to deal firstly with the Resolution in 
connection with the subsidisation of commodities and 
I hope that hon. members will bear that in mind and 
come prepared to deal with the Resolution. 

Mr. CRAwFORD: I know that the hour is late 
and the day is far  spent: but I doubt whether it would 
be strictly correct to give the prosecution a chance to 
establish a case of this sort without hearing one word 
in defence if a defenoe can be made out. There is a 
lot of difference in allowing one side of the story to 
appear in print for an entire week before the othez' 
s ide is allowed to appear. I am neither condermvng 
nor defending now; I want to hear both sides of the 
story. 

Mr. MQETljEY: I am opposing the motion for 
the adjournment of the Rouse. I should like to take 
this opportunity to reply to honourable members, and 
I would like Your Honour to guide me i n  this matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You will have40 vote against 
the motion for the adjournment of the House. 

The cpestion that this House do now kdjourn to 
$his day week a t  twelve o'clock noon wa6 put  and 
r e d v e d  in the affirmative. 

A division was taken as follows :- 
Ayes: Dr. WILSON, M e s s ~ ~  LEWIS, BWNGKW, 

F. L. WALCOTT, COX, ADAMS, MPPP and BLACKMAN-8. 
Noes : Messrs CRAWFORD, TALYA, M@~'~'IJEY, 

HAYNES. S. A. WALCOTT and WAFCD-6. 
&fr. SPEAKER : The question has been decide$ 

in the affirmative, eight honourable members votWZ 
"Ayew and six honourable members voting "No". 
This H o w  now stands bd journed. L 




