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House of Assembly Debates 

- - -  

SESSION 1946- 1948 
-- - -- 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
i 

NOTICES 

Tuesday, 11th 
Pursuant to adjournment, the 

bly met a t  12 o'clock noon to-day. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. G. B. EVFLYN (Speaker), His 
Honour Mr. J. E.  T. BRANCKER (Deputy Speakw), 
Mr. J. T. C. R~MSAY, ( C h a i r n m  of Comlnittses), 
Dr. J. A. Le V. WILSON, Messrs. A. E .  S. LEWIS, L. E. 
SMITE, D'. A. FOSTER, M. E. COX, R. G. MAPP, G. H. 
ADAMS, B.A., H. D. BLACKMAN, J. A. HAYNES, B.A., 
R .  A. DOWDING, V. C. GALE, S. A WALCOTT, and J .  H. 
WLLKINSON, O.R.E. 

PR.AYERS AND MIIVUTES. 

+ e-# Prayers are read and the Minutes of the meeting 
' ,  which was held on the 4th March, 1347, having been * circulated are taken as read and confirmed. 

t DOCUMENTS 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received the Repo* of the 
Tnspectors of Trees of the parishes of 
and Christ Church; also the Colonial 
Financial Report for the month ended 

PAPERS LAID b 
Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour 

to lay on the table of the House the following 
Papers :- 

Statement showing the Gross Customs and Ex. 
rise Reoeipts for eight months ended 31st Decembe~ 
1946. 

Statement showing the Grws Custonls and Excise 
Receipts for nine mcnths ended 31st December. 1946 

Report of the Director of Highways ancl T,ran~, 
port for the year 1945-46. 

Statement showing the sums sdvanced by thf 
Colonial Postmaster for the payment of Money Or 
ders to the 31st January, 1947. 

Messrs. TALMA and MO'ITLEY enter the House and 
take their seats. 

Government Notices are given as follows :- 
Mr. ADAMS: R,solution to place the sum of 

£2,861 at  the disposal cf the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to provide for the payment of the salaries 
and other expenses of the Architect and Planning 
Offioer and the staff of his officc until the 31st day 
of March, 1948. 

Mr. ADAMS : Resolution that  with effect from 
the first day of April, 1946, and until the 31st day of 
JIarch 1948, a cost of jiving allowance be paid to 

(a )  oficers in the full time wrvice of the 
Savings Bank who receive their salaries 
from the funds of the Bank; 

( b )  officers who retired from the full time 
service of the Bank a t  any time between 
the 1st day of Spri l ,  1946, and the date 
of the passing of this resolution in  cir- 
cunistances rendering them eligible ~ O I .  

the p a n t  of a pepsion or gratuity; 
a t  the rates, and subject to the terms, conditions 
2nd exceptions set out in the Schedule to this ESO~U- 

tion. 
Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the 

House into Committee of Supply at its next meeting 
to consider the money Resolutions of which I have 
just given notice. 

Messr~. SPRINGER and CRAWFORD enter the House 
and take their seats. 

Dr.  WILSO'N piyes notice af the following 
Address :- 

The Hozcse of Assembly 
To 

His ExceEEency The Governor 

1. The House views with deep anxiety the state- 
ment made on the floor of the Asembly at its meet- 
ing on March 4th by the honourable senior member 
for St .  Joseph, Mr. G .  R. Adams, to the effect that  
"the outlook for emigmtion a t  present is not rosy." 

2. The House is of opinion that  every possible 
action should be taken to procure a quota for our 
workers to enter the United States this year and 
with this end in view requests that  a delegation com- 
prising Your Excellency, the senior member for  St. 
Philip, Mr. W. A. Crawford, and the Labour Com- 
missioner, Mr. Guy Perrin, should depart for Wash- 



lngton a t  the very earliest possible date in order 
to conduct negotiations with the appropriate authori- 
ties. 

QUESTIONS. 

Mr BRANCKER : To enquire of the Senior Xem- 
ber of the Executive Comm ttee present at th: ncst 
meeting of this House :- 

( l )  I s  Government aware that the Governing 
Body of the Combermere School has advertiszd for a 
Master in the "T*rini~lad Guardian" Sewspaper of 
29.1.47. 

(2) Will Goi-crnmmt state whether a similar 
advertisemenc app-arecl in any section of the Barbados 
P,ress ? 

(3) If the answer to question (1) abow is "yes", 
and to question (2) is "No", a n  Government explain 
why? 

Mr. BRANCKEE : To enquire of the Senior Nem- 
ber of the Executive Committee present a t  the next 
meeting of this House :- 

( a )  Whether Government will cause to be pub- 
lished a table shewing prices paid by each sugar 
flactory this season for canes sold by (a)  peasants ( b )  
plantation owners to such factories? 

Mk. BRANCKER : To enquire olf the Senior Mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee present a t  the next 
meeting of this House :- 

l. How many Barbadian workers have been 
billed for Income Tax since their return to this Colony 
from U.S.A. ? 

2. What is the total amount of such Taxes ( R )  

billed for? (b) received by the local Government S 
3. Is it a fact that these workers have alreailj 

had substantial deduct'ons made in U.S.A. from wagec. 
earned in that country in respect of various American 
taxes ? 

4. Is Government prepared to take action with 
a view to conceding a measure of relief to these work- 
ers in resepct of local income tax on their inc~mes 
earned in U.S.A.? 

SELECT COMMZTTEES DISCHAILGED 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I proceed to call the 
Orders of the Day I discharge the Select Com- 
mittees appointed (1) to draft a Reply to H% 
Excellency's -age No. 30/1946 relating to the 
supply of Rice from British Guiana. (2) to draft a 
Reply to His Excellency's 1f:ssaqe So. 2/1947, relat- 
ing to a n  agreement with the Grltlsh Union Oil Co., 
Ltd., for the supply of natural gas to the Belle Pump- 
ing Station, and (3) to prepare a ciraft Reply to his 
Excellency's Message No. 'i/1947 rclating to the 
appointment of an Architect and Planning Officer. 

C O M M I T E E  OF SUFPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order is to resume 
Committee of Supply to consider the grant of vnms 
of money for the service of the Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the Horn% goes 
into Committee of Suppiy, &G. RAMSAY being in the 
Chair. 

SQPPIAWIENTARY VOTE FOR T H E  DEPARTMENT 
OF WTENCE AND ACRICTJLTURE 

Mr. SPRINGER: Mr. Chairman,--mere is an 
nrgent Resolution-No. 2 in Committee of Supply- 
standing in my name for the sum of S910 to suppk- 
ment the prvolision in the Estimates of Expenditure 
for the year 1946-47 under Head XXI, Department 
of Science and Agriculture, (ii) Experiment Stations 

nd Botanic Stations, Item 41, Cultivation and 
abour in connection with experimental crops, by 
250; and Item 45, Labour for reaping eanes, by 
3460. This Resolution was introduced on the 25th 
Pebruary and in the addenclum it is stated that the 
idditional amounts asked for are the result of general 
ncmses  in the wages of agricultural labourers since 
,he framing of the Estimates in 1945. A8 honourable 
nembers h o w ,  the Estimates a£ the Department of 
?clience and Agric~ilture are framed towards the end 
bf the calendar yea:. and subsequent to that time-- 

Mr. WILKINSON: On a point of order. Tlle 
irst Resolution in Committee 01 Supply is the East'- 
nates for 1947-48; surely the senior member fo2 
S t .  George should ask for leave to deal with the 
3esolution with wh'ich he is now dealing. 

The CHAIRMAN : The House is in Committee 
)f Supply and the senior member for St. George is 
n order. 

Nr. MT1LKIX3O?i : yes, Sir ; but the first IZeso- 
Lution deals with the Estimates. 

7'he CHAIR3IA1N: 'The senior member for St. 
seorge is in ordel. and I suggest to him to prc.c%eed 
,&h his senlarlis 011 t h g  Resolution and let the re- 
narks of the jrmior nleinber for St. James stay just 
ghere they are. (Tkughter). 

Mr. SPRINGElZ. I was saying, Sir. that since 
che framing of the Estimates of the Department in 
1945. the wages for general agricultural labour were 
increased by 2.5:); in May and by a fhrther 25% in 
September, 1946, and the increases for the reaping of 
canes were 507; last year and an additional 8c, a ton 
this year. That beicg so. i t  1s necessary that  this 
Department shouid have these additional funds in 
,)sder to proceed with its busiliness for the 
of the current financial year.. I have been infornlecl 
by the Department that the matter is urgent and I 
hope that honourable lnembcrs will we their way to 
pass this Re~olution tspeditiouslg. T beg to rnove 
that the Resolution do now pass. 

Xr .  ,DAMS : I beg to second that. 
The qnestion that this Resc.lution do now pass is 

put and resolved in  the affirmative ~vithont dirisioll. 

THE CHAIRMAN: When the House was in 
Committee of Supply a t  the last meeting we mem 
considel-ing 

H E A D  I--THE GOVERNOR. 

WALCOTT : I asked a question in 
7, Furniture, and the senior mem- 

oseph has very kindly given me an item- 
t in which, I see, there is the item, hig- 
hich has uot arrived. Well, I have made 

enquiry and I am creditabiy informed that that £165 
is still there to pay for the frigidaire when it comes 
a i d  that the money does not lapse. I, therefore, can- 
not see how the amount for furniture can be £365, the 
same as last year, except nr are going to buy another 
frigidaire. I beg to m o y ~  :hat this amount be reduced 
by $165. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I beg to  eecond my col- 
league's motion. The senior member for St. Jose~h,  
if 1 remen-~ber correctly, said on the iast occasion that 
he thought the £165 would lapse because the frigidaire 
has not arrived. I taoo, Sir,  have since enquired into 
the matter and I have been reliably informed that the 
money for any item which is ordered during he finan- 
oial year does not lapse; therefore, there is no neces- 
sity to include the 3365 in this vote unless, as my  col- 
league said, two more frigiddires are wanted at  GOT- 



e r w e n t  House instead of one. There are two there 
already and this will be the third. 

hlr. B D U S  : The honourable member who h@ 
just spoken was on the E'xecutive Copunittee when 
we agreed to send and ssk the House to vote the 
money to purchase this frigidaire, the members of 
the Executive Committee having been perfectly sat- 
isfied that it is absolutely necessary. I would just 
remind the two honourable members that the ex- 
planation about the matter wae given this time last 
year. The junior member for St. James is perfect- 
ly correct when he states that the S165 doLs not lapst 
if the frigidaire was ordered in the financial year. 
1 must have given the impression, judging from t l ~  
honourable members' remarks, that the C155 was 
put back in  the Estimates to pay for the frigidaire 
when it comes but  that is not 60. The reason why 
this amount of £365 is the same w last year's is- 
I am quoting now from the remarks of Mr. Allan 
Collymore, now Sir Allan, when he was in this House 
as Attorney Gkneral-that it has been the custom 
in this island whenever a new Governor is coming 
to put  in  the Estimates an amount of £400 or $500 
for furniture and give the Governor the chance to 
see what furniture, he thinks, needs replacing; not 
that the Estimates Committee does not scan the pro- 
posed expenditure or, as some honourable members 
know in the case of the last Governor, go and exam- 
ine room by room themselves. The furniture four 
years ago was scl disgraceful that even the strongest 
critic of the Gavernment was convinced that i t  was 
neoessary to replace some of it. m a t  I omitted 
to mention on the last occasion was that I hope hon- 
ourable members will pass this amount because the 
state of the carpets a t  Government House is dis- 
graceful and although I run authorized to say that 
the present Governor proposes to get them dyed. 
yet I do not agree to that. The carpet in the draw- 
ing room has been brought downstairs and laid in iht 
dining room and the stair carpet is very discoloured 
111 my opinion, Government House should look like 
a Gorernment House. I am not going to call names 
but there is in these parts a Government House which 
even ail ordinary member of the Civil Service said he 
would be ashamed to own as his own hcwe ; we do not 
want the Gorernment House in Barbados to b- 
thought of in the same \\-a:-. The positioil of the 
present Governor is thi;. FIr has only just c80111c hele 
and he cannot yet say what he might or might l10i fecl 
should be added to Govcrnnzrnt House, as fa r  as the 
Enrniture is concerned; i t  is, as I said, customary to 
put a substantial amount in the Estimates for this pur- 
pose and the need for new carpets is obvious. m 
not out  of order to say that this question a - a r -  yv 
ing the last war and I do not think that m com- 
mitting any breach of confidence when I ,  rate that 
the reason why the House has never beellbasked for 
a substantial amount 60 purchase new carpets was 
that the Government did not want to go in for any 
creat expenditure during wartime on carpets. But 
if honouable members agree with me that some, at 
least. of the carlnets at  Government House should 
br replaced, then I sugzest that £365 is ulot too much. 

Mr. RATNES: The senior inenlber for St. 
Joseph, I think, expressed exactly nl3- sentinlents es 
regards these replacements at Governinent Honse 
and not having somebody there to look aftcl- thenl. 
Here it is, by not having a h'ousekeeper at Gowrn- 
ment House, we have to wait until three or four 
months after one Governor has left to replaee the 
furniture for his successor in office. I n  the hon- 
ourable member's own words, these carvets have nom- 
been discovered to be in a bad condition. If there 
&ad been somebody in charge of the property a t  

Government House to look into these patters, a n  ear- 
lier report would be made of them h g s .  i am 
always t a h g  a b u t  this matter. We wouldn't 
save money but whenever the Head of the Govern- 
ment is changed we would always have the place 
in order. At present, as the honourable member 
has just told us, 5400 or 5500 should be provlded to 
replace the furniture. I think it is a disgraceful 
way of doing this business. Last session when the 
genior member for St. George was presenting the 
Estimates in this House, he promsed that he would 
have comidered this matter. (A VOICE: It has been 
considered). If it has been considered, then I am 
very sorry to hear that (Laughter). I am not in 
favour of this $165 being granted under the condi- 
tions that it is being asked for. The note explaining 
tlris item states: "includes cutlery, linen, etc." and 
the linen, as I explainfd on the last occasion, ha? 
gone where i t  should not have gone. I am, there- 
fore, totally opposed to that E165 being left in the 
Estimates. 

Mr. WILEINSON: I thank the senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph for the information he has 
supplied us. I certainly was one of those who 
misunderstood him on Thursciay that the 5165 
had to be put back in the Estimates beeawe 
the frigidaire had not come. As regards the 
carpets I am perfectly sure that i t  will cost 
more than 5165 to replace a particular carpet at 
Government House. I am not saying that  carpets 
are not needed but if the particular one I am think- 
ing about is to be replaced, £165 will not, i n  my opin- 
ior,, be sufficient; therefore, do not t ry to obtain this 
vote under that pretext. £200 i.; quite sufficient for  
tlic ordinary upkeep of the furniture at Government 
Home and I am still supporting the motion by  the 
senior member for St. James that the B65 be reduc- 
ed by £165. If  they can get a carpet and they come 
here and tell us what it costs I think I will be in 
favour of voting the money but they cannot get the 
carpet at  Government House, of which I am think- 
inc, f o r  $165. 

Mr. ADAMS: I am not saying that any part 
oi that £365 was spe(,ificaliy included for  the gur- 
chase ,of a carpet and if I understand the junior 
member for St .  James coxectly, he thinks that  S365 
is not enough. All I am saying is that aome of this 
money could be used to purchase stair carpets in- 
stead of getting the present (ones dyed but  it is not 
intended that a carpet snould be bought for the draw- 
ing room because obviously $165 could not buy that. 
We should pet rid of this particular habit of knock- 
ing off thinga because they come under the Read, 
Governor. If we are satisfied that Government House 
needs replacements, surely we ought t o  remember 
that Government Rouse is not the property of this 
or that Governor and more especiallv, we should not 
carry on our love for one Governor until we shall 
have swn his succesr;or. I ask honourable members 
tr, m t c  this amount. 

'The question that the amount £365 be reduced 
by £165 is put and resolved in the iqegative, the 
ciivkion being as follows :- 

Ayes: Messrs. HAYNES, DOWDIXG, S. A. WAL- 
COTT, alld \ \ T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - - 4 .  

Noes : Nessrs. LEWIS, CRAWFORD, BRANCKER, 
SMITH, COX, FOSTER, MAPP, SPRINGER, XDANS, BLACK- 
MAN, TALMA, XOTTLE~, G A ~ ,  Dr. WILSON, and Mr. 
SPEAKER-15. 

Mr. S. A WALCOTT: 1 also ask d a question 
on the last cccaizion in connectlion with item 5, Allow- 
ance to  Governor's orderly £11. 



Nr. ADAMS: I can only tell the honourable 
member that I have had the records looked up as Iai 
back as 25 years ago and this allowance is paid t; 
the Governor's Orderly presumably for the work 
he does at  Government House but i t  not for thc 
policeman who drives the Governor's car. 

Xr.  WALCOTT: Does this orderly do the 
chauffeur 'S work ? 

Mr. ADAMS : No. %he chauffeur is not paid. 
Mr. WALCOTT: The Governor must be a 

wonderful man if the chauffeur who drives him i s  
not paid. 

Mr. SPRJNGER : While one does see police- 
men driving certain officials7 cars on certain oc- 
oasions, as long as I can remember the Governor has 
paid his chauffuer out of his own pocket. The Gov- 
ernor has the right to be driven on official v i d k  by 
a policeman. 

Dr. CUMMINS ent<ers the House and takes his 
seat. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I take i t  that these Estimates 
are prepared under Heads so ai; to enable any per- 
son looking a t  them-from the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies downwards-ta see what is being spent 
cn each item and if the explanation given by the 
senior member for St.  George is co~rect,  I consider 

HEAD II-COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 

The items and the respective amounts t o  be 
voted are read. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum of 
51,198 he voted under this Head. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. WILKINSON: With respect to item 9, 

Ekcreta~iat Allowance, 5200, I would very much 
like to know how that money is divided. I would 
like to know whether the lump sum is given a t  the 
whim of the Governor. I see that 5100 is fixed by 
law for item 8, Ailowance for despatch work, and 
I would like to know whether these two sums are 
lumped toget.her or how this money is distributed. 

Mr. ADAMS: The S100 appears in the Esti- 
mates every year because the Act has not been 
repealed. The Act says that this sum should be 
paid for despatch work; i t  used to be paid, when 
despatch work was copied, to the clerks who did the 
extra work and there used to be four clerks deal- 
in? with these despatches. Now despatch ~ o r k  is 
regarded as part of the ordinary routine of the 
office and only this £200 is paid out for overtime 
work to tbe clerks who may at  any time have done 
any overtime v;ork. Up to 1944-45 the £100 was 
nsed but from that kime onwards i t  was decided 
that it should not be used. Presumably, the Attornex 
Gcneral must haw given an opinion to that effect and, 
therefore, the amount is not used at all hilt the 

HEAD 111-COLONIAL TRESBURER'S DEPARTMENT 

or should know that a policeman has k e n  used it 
iecent years as the Governor's chauffeur but whg 
should he be paid out of thiis, vote? We all knol~ 
that i t  has been recommended that that practict 
should be discontinued. As the senior member foi 
St. Ceorge said, Governors haye had in the ,last, il- 
addition to policemen, their own chauffeurs whom they 
paid out of the S2,OOO or B,000 which they received as 
salary. 

Mr. WALCOTT : My contention that this is 
not a true statement of the expenses under Head, 
Governor. All expenses in connection with t h i ~  
Head should be put in the Estlimates. 

Mr. ADAMS : I cannot understancl that il!r3n- 
tality. Does the honourable mrnther want to see ia 
the Estimates what the Govcrnor pays his governess 
o r  other servants? 

Mr. WALCOTT : I cannot understand the men- 
tality of the senior member for St. Joseph a t  all. 
He does not seem to be able to follow what I am 
saying. He says that he canliot understand m r  
nlentality and I cannot understand his. 

Mr. ADAMS : Then tit mill remain like that. 
Mr. WALCOTT : I t  should not remain like that. 

If the Government is paying a chauffeur for the 
Governor, the expense should be sl~own in these 
Estimates. 

Mr. ADAMS : The Governnzent is doing nothing 
of the sort. 

The auestion that  the sum of S1.553 be voted 

that that policeman should be put under this, Head 
as a chanfTeur a116 should not be doing a police- 
man's work. The Message which we received a short 
while ago stated that the of State for 
Colonies w w s t e d  fhat we should be paying the 
Governor's servants but he cannot look at  the Esti- 

under t h 6  Head is put  and resolved i'n the affirma- 
tive, the division being as follows:- 

Ayes:  Messrs.  LE^, CRAWFORD, BRANCKER, 
SMITH, COX, FOSTER, MAPP, SPRINGER, ADAMS, BLACK- 
MAN, TALMA, MOTTLEY, DOWDINGI, GALE, Dr. WILSOX, 
Dr. CUMMINS, and Mr. SPEL~KEE-17. 

- Noes : Messrs. S .  A. Wktcon and WILKIF-ZJON 
-2. 

---. 
j??()(j is to the clerlrs who do overtime work. 

llle question that the of be voted 
mider this Head is put and resolved in the affirma- 

items and respective amounts to be voted 
are read. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by 311- 
Cox, the sum of £423 is voted under this Head. 

mates and find ont that we are paying the Governor7.: tive without diT7ision. 
chauffeur because it is not included. 

Mr. ADAMS : The honourable member knows ! 

HEAD ITT-AUDITOR GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT. 

The items and the respective amounts to be voted 
are read. 

011 the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Air. 
COX. the sum of E313 is voted under this Head. 

H U D  V-HARBOUR AND SHIPPING MASTER. 

The items and the respective amounts to be voted 
are read. 

%fr. ADlAMS: I beg to move that the sum of 
undm this Head. 

MINS: I beg to secolld that. 
: Mr. Chairman,-With regard to item 

charge of Water Craft, SNO, every 
is amount for this office and I wan: 

to sound an early note of warning to the Government 
because I feel that the time has come  hen we should 
do away with this plurality of offices. The person 
m-ho is supposed to be the engineer in charge O$ the 
water craft is also a part  time employee of the High- 
ways and panspor t  Department; he ie a. part time 
kmployee of that Department as well as a part time 
w~ployee of this Department and I feel that in view - 
of -our unemployment problem, the time has cume 
when the Government should give this gentleman a 
proper salary and relieve him of one of these offices, 
thereby porviding employment for somebody else. 
He cannot be in the two places a t  the sdme time and 
I hope that the Government will see its may fo adjust 
the matter in the near future. 

Mr. BRANCKER : I n  expressinq my c o t ~ c ~ v -  
relice with the point of view which the honourable 
member has put forward 1 will point out that a: the 



present time, there is in Barbados no bhortage or 
competent mechanics. I t  will be perfectly simple to 
fill the post with a man capable of doing the work. 
This old Barbadian tradition of giving as many jobs 
as possible to one's pet child should be done away 
with. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I want to support the remarks 
of the last two speakers. Last year when the Estim- 
ates were being considered, the House told the Gov- 
ernment that it will tolerate this state of affairs no 
longer and I am surprised that i t  has come back to 
this House with the position now ag it was then. I ,  
too, am sounding the warning that  if the Govern- 
ment brings this lmme position before us next year 
I am prepared to vote against it. 

Mr. WLMA : Dkspite the fact that I am not 
willing to adhere to the plillciple of plnrality of 
offices yet 2 we are convinced by the Director of 
Highways and Transport that this particular officer 
perfwms his duties satisfactor'ly and if we bear in 
mind the history of the entire case better known to 
members of the High~vayc and Transport Board than 
to myself and also in view of the fact that the two 
ofices are separate and distinct, i t  stands to reason 
that 8 greater expense will be n v o l v ~ ~ l  if tlie sug- 
geetion of the senior member for St. Xichael is adopt- 
ed. If we are satisfied 'uy the Director that this 
officer discharges his duties satisfactorily, i. stands 
to reason that we cannot possibly think of reducing 
his salary. If you were to take away one of these 
jobs from him, you will have to give him as much or 
almost as much as he is getting now because if you 
approve of the principle of a cost of living bonus you 
cannot say that and reduce the gentleman's salary in 
the same breath. I can very well see that this officer 
is performing his duties carefully and if you go into 
the matter you will see that he has d o l ~  a lot of work 
for the Government free, gratis and for nothing; S,: 

I think that if we depart from the principle of plural- 
ity of offices in  this case, i t  will mean that instead of 
spending $800 per aniium as we do at  present, we 
will spend £200 or £300 more. 

Mr. COX: I do not intend to prolong the debatc 
any further than is necessary but I think the honour- 
able member is a member of the Select Committee 
which sat with the Director and investigated Head 32, 
Department oif Highways and Transport. 

Mr. TALMA: On a point of explanation. I 
hope the honourable member knows that I disagree 
with everything he has said in that direction 

Mr. COX: The honourable member does not 
even know what I am going to say; he is pretty sensi- 
tive and inimical. He  will remember that the Di A tor was asked whether these duties clash and 1 
us frankly "Yes" and that he would be glad ; this 
officer could be made a whole time officer in the $ epart- 
ment of Highways and Transport; so he was quite 
willing to have this, officer devote all his time to his 
duties in that Department. The honourable member 
criticizes the principle of Idurality, of offiers with 
one side of his mouth and n-ith the other side he ex- 
presses appreciation of the principle. I do feel that 
even if we have to spend more money as the result of 
this change we will be providing employment for 
somebody else who would be glad to undrrtake it. 

Mr. TALMA : I regard that as a personal attack 
by the hoonurable member who has just sat down. 

The CHAIRMAN : The honourable membe: 
must not refer to the remarks of another honourable 
member as a personal attack. 

Mr. =MS : I n  view of the Pact that the senior 
member for St. Thomas and other honourable mem- 
bers, including the senior member for St. Michael, 
made reference to this matter last year I think it is 

only fair to the Government to say that the positiou 
1s a diilicult lone. The Government ib  not unaware 
of the undesirability of giving one person several 
jobs and the Government has this matter under con- 
sideration but, as I say, the position is dficul t .  1 
h o w  as a fact that during the war this officer could 
hzve left Barbados for a job with a salary much more 
than the S600 he is getting but he preferred to re- 
main here. AS soon as Government makes the 
change w@ch has been suggested, it has, in duty 
bound, to pay hiin £600 a year. ( A  Voice: Don't 
mind that).  It is all very well to say "don't mind 
that," but if honourable members will refer to Head 
32, Department of Highways and Transport', a t  page 
55 of the Estimates, thep will see that the Execn- 
t h e  E'ngineer is to get a 5 0  per annum and the 
Engineer's Assistant who is the immediate superior 
in office to the Officer now under discussion is to get 
£130 per annum. That alone must make honourable 
members realize that this is a matter which the Gov- 
ernment cannot off-hand decide. I would like to 
ask honourable members to believe me when I say 
that thc Government is giving due consideration to 
it but it is a difficult matter to decide in half an 
hour or so. The Government will take into consid- 
eration all that honourable members have said and 
will endeavour to do what it can to carry out the 
biddinz of the House. 

T ~ P  question that the sum of £10.341 be wted 
1171r7cr +his Head is put and resolved in the affirma- 
t i r o  &bout division. 

READ VI-CUSTOMS. 

The items and the respective amounts to be 
voted are read. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum of 
212,578 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. UUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BRBNCKSR: With regard to item 7, 

Three Watchmen, 5228, I wonder if the senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph can tell u s  wh;ether the working 
hoyrs of these watchmen have been put  on a more 
reasonable basis than what i t  was sometime ago. TTp 
to last session these watchmen were required to 
work for long, excessive hours and the honourable 
member who was conducting Government's Business 
in this House told us at  the time that he would have 
looked into the matier. I wonder if the conditions 
of work for these employees have been made easier. 
I will say a t  once that I did ilot remember to give 
notice of this question to the honourable member; 
it really slipped me. 

Mr. ADAMS: I n  a small place like Barbados 
many little birds are flitting about and we b a r  what 
is happening. This file which I have before me spec;- 
fieally deals with watchmen, the investigatioll 
having arisen out of a question which was asked on 
the matter last year, and i t  i . on ly  fair  to the junior 
member for the City to say that from this file i t  
appears that he has been especially conspicuous in 
getting behind the Government from March, last 
year on this question. The matter was gone into 
by  the Heads of Departments where watchmen are 
employed and the Labour Commissioner and in cases 
where the proposals have been thought to be imprac- 
ticable, fresh propohls have been put  forward. Even- 
tually it was decided that, in the case of the Water- 
works, the Harbour and Shipping, the Agricultural 
Department and some othkrs, an  additional watch- 
man should be employed as a substitute, so that 
these men ~ l d  have time off. A notice was sent 
cjn the 26th August last year notifying certain Head. 
of Departments that the Government had agreed to  
the proposal that subst.itutes should be employed one 



night a week td take the places of the watchmen, 
the substitutes to be paid at  the same rate as t b  
permanent watchmen .are paid ; that came into opera- 
tion on the 1at September last year. 

The question that the sum of $12,578 be voted 
under this Head is put and resolved in the affirma- 
tive without division. 

HEAD VII-POWDER NAQAZINE. 

The items and the respective amounts to be voted 
are read. 

On the motion of 3ir. ADAMB, scconded by Dr. 
CUMMINS, the sum of $39 is voted under this Head. 

HEAD VIII-POST OFFICE. 
The items and the respective amabnts to be voted 

adre read. 
Mr. AI3AM.S: I beg to move that  the sum of 

£39,379 be voted under this R e d .  
Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. DOWDING : With regard to item 7, Eleven 

Parish, Postmasters, £1,155, I feel that these are 
some of the forgotten employees cnf the Government. 
The work of these postmasters has increased consid- 
erably in past years but no increase in pay commen- 
surate with the work they are doing has been made. 
Not only has their work increased but their respon- 
sibility has also been increased and to ask these men 
to accept this responsibility to-day at  a salary of 
about $53 a month is, in  my opinion, asking boo 
niuch; i t  is asking for  the Department not to be run 
smoothly and efficiently. I believe that these post- 
maders get less than m e  of the postmen and I do 
not think that is a satisfactory state of affairs. I 
feel that something should be done as soon as pos'i- 
ble to remedy it. 

Mr. TALMA: I heartily endorsz the renl:trliq 
of the last speaker; i t  1s a cq-ing shame to see post- 
masters and postmistresses receiving less than post- 
men or even messengers in the Government Service. 
The Goverwent  is trying to cover up dne of these 
cases in this way: I f  honourable members will refer 
to Head 22. Public Library, they will see there item 
8. Librarian (Speightstown Branch Library), G53 
and the explanatory note on the opposite page states 
"Also receives £110 per annum as Postmistress, St. 
Peter, and £30 as Old Age Pension paying officer. St. 
Peter." I n  order to attampt to s h , h  that a reason- 
able salary is being paid to these officers, the Gar- 
ernment resorts to this sort of thing. I mential 
that to show that even the Government itself is con- 
vinced that £110 per annuni ~ h i c h  iq th: masimnn 
postmasters and postmistresses receire is totally in 
adequate and unfair. Our contention is that no 
postmaster nor postmi~trev who has to deal ~ t t h  
Money Orders, Registered Letters and the payment 
of Old Age Pensions-any amount of re.;ponsibil;ty- 
should be paid less then a messenger or a postman 
vhom he or she has tor send out. It is ridiculous to 
think that that has not caught the eye of the Execn- 
tive and his advisers. We have no power to increase 
these amounts but I hope that next pear the Eslti- 
mates will contain scknething better for these em? 
ployees. As a matter of fact, the Executive Com- 
mittee should send down a Resolution. probably at 
the next meeting, whereby this gross injnsticc mill 
be remedied in all respects. 

3ostmistresses at  this present time are receiving - 
mly £110 pe:. annum. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I woud just like to refer to item 
27, Travelling Allowance for Postmen, £380; qou by 
wav of critic& but  to say that now that the Go~ern-  " - 

ment has embarked upok the method of having  he 
bicycles of the Police Department repaired outsiae I 
hope i t  will get some ldca from that as to whether the 
6,'- per month which is paid to the postmen for the up- 
keep of their bicycles by way of a travelling allow- * 
ante is sufficient. I do not think that the 
Government can say that a bicycle rrhich a police- t 

man uses is used more than a bicycle vhich a post- 
man uses with a heavy Bag slung over his shoulder. 
If the Government gains the experience that 6,'- a 
month is not sufficient fdr the upkeep of a postman's b 

bicycle I hope that will convince it, since the voices 
of honourable members hare failed to convince its 
nlembew, that somctlling more is due to the post- 
men for the upkeep of their bicycles. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: Thc matter relerred to by 
the Junior membel. for the City is 'before the Execu- 
tive Conlmitte. As regards the salaries of the Post- 
.nasters and Postmistresses. i t  is a fact that they 
are small but the Government has given them a cost 
of living allowance and by the time the next Esti- 
mates are p~epared,  the Civil Service Association 
will h a ~ p  gone into the matter and recommended in- 
creased salaries. 

The question that the sum of $39,379 be voted 
ul~cler this Head is put and resolved In the aBirma- 
tire without division. 

The items and the respective amounts to be voted 
arc read. 

i\Ir. ADAMS: I beg to move that  the s m  of 

£3.435 be voted under this Head. 
Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
IVLr. COX: I would like to draw to the notice 

of the Government again the hardship which is caused 
to butchers in the Market on account of the high 
increased cost of the rental of the stalls. This is the 
third occasion on which I have brought the matter 
to the notice of the Governmnt and the situation 
is wome now than it ever was because i t  is commonly 
known that there is a great shontage of meat ill the 
island and that makes it ]nore difficult for these 

*- 
butchers to pay their rent. I Lhink the Governnlent 
can get all the figures it wants t o  prove that  thew 

rs do not kill as many animals as .they used 
the years 1940, 1041, and 1942 and, as n 

eir incomes are considerably lower. These 
nderstand, used to be rented at  l/- a square 

now the rent is 5/- per squarJ 
foot. I suggest to the Government that this is hard 
on these individuals and 1 am hoping that it will 1:) 
sonzething to relieve the situation. 

Nr.  GALE : With respect to item 7, Repairer b- 
of Scales. £100, I have, had several complaints from 
shopkeepers that they have taken their scales to 
the Market to be tested and repailed and when they 

L 

l 

got there they found nobody to look d t e r  the scales I j 
Ther fnrthev stated that it would be verv hard 

SMITH: too illtend to I the" if in such circumstances they were reported by 
say something in respect of these postmasters and 
postmistresses. Only this morning I made ellquir)- 
and was told that the matter is under 
But what 1 would like to draw to the attentioll of 
thp Government *hen i t  is considering the salaries 
of these unfortunate people is that some postmen are 
pettincr as m ~ c h  as £145 rnhile the postmasters and 

:he Police and fined by the Magistrates. One shop- 
k ~ e p e r  complained that he went to the Market on two 
occasions and 011 neither of the occasions could he 
get his scales tested or repaired. T W O U ~ ~  just like 
to draw that to the attention of the Government. 

Mr. TALMA: t would like to say that I ha..- 
been interviewed by butchers in the Market relativx 



to the s a w  conlplaint which the senior member for 
St. Nichael has mentioned. TheJ. complain that 
while they are called upon to pay a higher rental- 
I do not know exactly how much it is but I think i t  is 
twice much as i t  was-they really are given less 
facilities. The space is much smaller, the accommoda- 
tion is less efficient and they are enduring more hard- 
ship than formerly, although i t  was intended that their 
position should be improved; .so that if mything can 
be done to illzprove these conditioiw the butchers 
will be able to acconlmodaie the public in a 'better 
way than they are able to do at  present. I heartily 
endorse the remarks of the senior member for St. 
Michael who would know more abocc this particular 
issue than I probably do. 

Mr. SMITH : With respect to item 7. when on ,  
considers that the repairng of scaJes is an important 
and responsible job. the salar;v attached io the post 
of Pepairer of scales should be more than £100 per 
annum. I hope that next real when the Estimate\ 
are being prepared, this amount will be considerably 
increased. 

Mr. ADASIS: As far  as the repairer of scales is 
concerned-I have not tile note before me-I know 
as a fact that he is at  the Cenral Station and has 
been there for soqe  months. This item is persistently 
put  under this Head but after we took over 
the Market in circumstances which houourable mem- 
bers know, he was transferred to the Central Statiol 
and every day I see people go there to him. I pre- 
sume that they are some people who hare not been so 
informed aud they continue to go to the Market wit11 
their scales. I t  may be that the repairer of scalzs 
needs assistance. I cannot think of a single day that 
I happened to be at the Central Station and have not 
seen him at  work and people waiting on him to have 
their scales tested. I will bear in mind the crit- 
icisms of honourable members; i t  may be that hot 
only should he be paid mo: e money but tha: he should 
be given assistance. As regards the rental of the stalls 
I have no information that there has been any com- 
plaints officially. I know that xhe Government wen? 
very thoroughly into the matter whe~l the rental was 
raised last year, or the year before or whenever i t  
was done, as the result of a petition which it received 
and we estimate that we will receive increased 
revenue next year from the Market because t h 3  
number of renterg of stalls has been increased; so 
that the rental could not be so prohibitive as to keep 
people from renting the stalls. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : The troubie with the re 4 
the stalls is not so much the rental but the faJ , that 
they are called upon to pay occupancy tax (Cpers! ; 
they now come within the scope of the Vestries Act 
and have no alternative but to occupy these premEses 
although the rent is doubled. Before the rent was 
increased. they were exempted from the payment of 
occupancy tax and they are experiencing great diffi- 
culty because they have no alternative but  to occupy 
these premises. Under the JIarlret R,egulations--I 
would like the senior member foq St. Joseph to note 
what I am now saying carefully-the butchers enter 
the Market at six o'clock in  the mordnp abd must 
hp out of i t  by six o'clock in the eveninq; the?. there- 
fore, do not enjoy the same privileges as the ordinary 
taxpayer who pays occupancy tax under the law and 
that is the great hardship. Although they have been 
~ i v e n  greater facilities to do their business, the Qov- 
ernment in the circumstances so  carefnlly in'o 
the matter and see whether a reduction of the rent 
c ~ n n o t  be made. 

Mr. ADAMS : If I were a member of the Vestry 
of St. Michaei I would feel i t  my duty to  relieve 
the butchers of their cccupancy tax. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I hope the honourable mem- 
ber will appreciate the fact that  the Vestry of St. 
Michael has relieved the butchers of their occupancy 
tax. This tax when taken into consideration was 
more, in ccmparison, than their trade tax ;  some 7f 
them slaughteml as few as five or six anlimals for 
the entire gear and the Vestry has relieved the21 
of the occupancy tax. I do not think, however, that 
thep should be in that position. The Government 
should amend the Regulations or reduce the price 
of the rental. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I wonder if my comparative 
silence has led some honourable members to believe 
that I am not present and admit the iniquity of 
the occupancy tax. As a member of this House 1 
would like to relieye the butcherr; of the occupancy 
tax altogether. I understand that  the butchers of 
the Xarket have been relieved of the occupancy tax 
for the same reason as the renters of houses ill 
Bathsheba have been relieved of it, that is, to en- 
courage business in that part of the island. That 
is what I have been told by some people, thoug~l 
thep will not admit that the occupancy tax is in- 
iquitous. If  n-e abolish the occupancy tax it will 
give these people relief and if the rent of the stalk 
is nominal the Vestry and the Government would 
get more revenue because the competition would 
be keener and the profits greater. If the Govern- 
ment fixes the rent at a h:gh figure, i t  simply throws 
the butchers into the hands of the Vestry to djs 
pense charity to them. I sincerely hope that relief 
will be given where relief is necessary and that the 
interests of butchers as a whole will be taken into 
consideration 

311.. SMITH: Before the question is put, Mi 
Chail-man. T as  a member of the V w t v  of St. Jos 
eph-- 

The CHAIRMAN : The lionourable member 
must bear in mind that St. Joseph's Vestry is not be 
fore this Committee. 

Mr. SIAIITH: Relative to the occupancy tax 
on the butchers in the Market or elsewhere I am sure 
that no occupancy tax has been remitted in the par- 
ish of St. Joseph. (Cries of Shame.) I believe that 
they have all been assessed and the tax has been 
collected. 

The question that the sum of £3,435 be voted 
ullder this Head is put  and resolved tin the aBrma- 
tire without division. 

HEAD X-FIRE BRIGADE. 

The items and the respective amounts to be 
voted are read. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by  Dr. 
CUMMINS, the sum of £2,283 is voted under this 
Head. 

HEAD XI---LIGHTHOUSES 

The items and the respective amounts to be 
voted are read. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded ;by Dr. 
CUMXINS, the sum of S968 i s  voted under this Head. 

HEAD XII-REC.ISTR&TION OFFICE 

The items and the respective amounts to be voted 
are read. 

91r. -\DAMS: I beg to move that the sum of 
£2,141 be voteg under this Head. 



Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
Ms. S. A. WALCOTT : I should like to make 

remark or two on item 9, Registration of Death;, 
$100. I think it is very unfortunate that som? 
par3qhioners should have to walk long distances to 
have deaths registered. For instance, if someone 
dies lin the parish of St. James, the person abont 
to have the death registered has to go to the Station 
in St. Thomas to do so. I would buggest to thr? 
Government that if they could make i t  possible fo:. 
deaths to be registered at  the sub-stations it would 
be a great relief to parishioners. 

The question that the sum of £2,141 be votsd 
under t h g  Head is put  and resolved i11 the affirma- 
tive without division. 

The items and the respective amounts to be voted 
are read. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum of 
£850 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. B U N C K E R :  I n  connection writh item 13, 

Reporting and printing debates of Legislature, £209, 
I would like to register a protest. We have to vot* 
this money every year in connection with the repor t  
ing and printing of the debates and undoubtedly 
there something wrong somewhere because the 
debates are printed very long after they actually 
take place in the Legislature. You, Mr. Chairman, 
might not think i t  appropriate here for u s  to dilate 
a t  any length on the need for a Government Printery 
but I do feel that the printers who are doing this 
work for the Govern~l~ent of Barbados should try 
and perform their duties more expeditiously. Whzn 
last do you remember seeing an up-to-date volume 
c.f the debates? I am not merely talking of the 
Official Gazette. I am speaking about the b o w 3  
volumes which are issued, after each sewion. When 
last have you seen one of those volumes issued for 
reference by honourable members. I think that n 
word should go out to those responsible for the print 
ing of the debates that we are dirssatisfied with their 
dilatoriness in the execution of this work. If the 
printers have too much work to do, let them say so and 
that would hasten the day when we will have a Gov- 
ernment PrinterS doiiq the work of the Go~eriiinc~at 
of this country. 

Mr. COX: I n  respect of item 7, Assistant Mes- 
senger, £90, I would like to find out how long was t h i ~  
messenger employed in the Government Service. 

Ms. A M M S  : If the h0 
the information before the vot 
to postpone the further consideration of this Head 
and go on to the other Heads. I understand that 
t h k  messenger has been in  the Government Service 
about 12 years ; he has been a porter a t  one time and 
a warder, I believe, before he ma,s a messeilger of the 
House. 

Mr. COX: I would only like to say now that 
I feel that a salary of 590 a year is definitely too 
small for an  employee with those years of service. I 
feel that this messenger having put in those years of 
service, the Government should put him on his max- 
imum salary immediately. 

Ms. TALMA : I would like to know itf the Head 
Messenger and Librarian and the Aqsistant Messenge~ 
are in receipt of the cost of living allowance. 

Mr. LEWIS : Just  in case anything said by the 
.junior member for St.  Lucy might reflect on the 
Reporters of this House I would like to state that 
perhaps he did not intend to do so but his remarks 
may b a r  that interpretation. I would likt. to say that 

;here are extenuating circumstances known to mtm- 
oers of this House about the lateness, bor instance, 
of the debates appearing in the Official Gazette. I 
l o  not know whether the printers are to be blamcd 
Eor contributing to this lateness but from some en- 
quiries I have made I do not think so. As far  as  the 
~ o u n d  v o l u m ~  of the debates a re  concerned I do 
join with the honou~able member in saying a word to 
those who are responsible for the issuing of them 
because they are very valuable documents of this 
House. 

Mr. BEASCIZER: I am sure, Mr. Chairman, 
that you and other honourable members appreciate 
that I was not a t  all criticizing the reporting part of 
this affair but the dilatoriness of the printers and the 
&latoriness of them alone. 

The question that the sum of £850 be voted under 
this Head is put  and resolved in the affirmative with- 
c-ut division. 

HEAD XIV.-LEGAL DEPARTMENTS. 

l'be items and the respective amounts to be voted 
are read. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum of 
26,906 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. CU1WmINS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. T A W  : I would like to draw the a t t e n t ~ m  

c P  the Executive Committee to item 56, (sub-head 
Fublic Trustee), Travelling allowances to Deputy 
Jfamhals. 011 n previous occasjon I drew to their 
attention the fact that the Work performed by the 
Deputy Xarshals, of whom there are three, is very 
onerous and exac,ing and that the travelling 
allcwances of £55 are totally inadequate for the 
travelling which theg- have to do. These three 
Deputy Mmshals travel all over the island 
c1ur;ng the entire y e a  and when one takes 
ihat into coilsideratioil one can readily realize 
that this amount is totally inadequate. I think the 
remedy for this is to put these officers in  the schedule 
?f the Travelling Allowance Act, so that they will re- 
ceive so much for every mile or part of a mile of 
travelling the)+ do. I hope that my suggestion will 
meet with the approval of those who form the Coali- 
tion Government. 

Mr. BRANCKER: There (are just one or two 
items under this Head on which I want to  make one 
or two brief remarks. The first is item 31, Jurcr.: 
and Marshals a t  @and Sessions, etc. $750. Monour- 
able members are well aware of my feeling tomhrds 
what I regard as the inadequacy of the remuneration 
which jurors and marshals receive. As is pointed out 

ncte explaining this item, jurors are paid at  
of 6/5 for each day of attendance a t  the 

f Grand Sessidns, the Courts of Superior Jn- 
n and the Court of Escheat and yozl, Mr. 

Chairman, know how long they have been paid at 
that rate-years and years ago, a t  least 40 years 
ago when the world was different from what i t  is 
tohday. This rate of pay hardly enables them to 
cover their travelling expenses to and from the Court, 
much less compensates them for the service which 
they render. I hope that next year the Govern- 
ment's spokesman will not come to us for  remunera- 
tion a t  this rate for this very essential section of 
thc community, these cogs in  the machinery of jns- 
tice. 

The second is item 36, Fees to Counsel author- 
ized to appear by Crown, £550. Sometime ago when 
m7e were d'ealing with a supplementary Resolution 
for this purpose I pointed out that it would be worth 
while to consider the revision of the scale of fees. 
So far as I lam concerned I will never accept any of 
these briefs, m I am not grinding a personal axe; 



but the scale should be more in proportion to the 
scale ~vk~ich obtains in the High Co&s to-day. Cam- 
tinually on my left I hear remarks across the table 
but  obviously yon do llot hear remarks about the 
fees to medical witnesses. One would have thought 
that in these days with an enlightened social con- 
sciousness the inedical men would becom mere and 
more humanitarian and woalcl suggest that the Gov- 
ernment k giving them excessive remuneration, hav- 
ing regard to their zeal t o  serve s d e r i n g  humanity. 
(Laughter). 

The uexi is item -17. Incidentals, £490. I feel 
that a greater arn~llii ' qhould be provided. in 
view of the m'anner in vhich the Courts are 
cleaned. If ?on e v ~ r  bare the experience of wear- 
ing a nelv suit into i h a  Coui%s or of sltting a t  the 
Bar Table, you would w a d e r  whether the Courts 
were ever cleaned or if the remuneration which is 
paid to the persons who are supposed to clean them 
is adequate. I am not blaming anybody; perhaps 
the cleaners are not properly paid but c e r t a k l ~  the 
job can be done better than it is done to-day. 

Then thtre is item 52, Reporter, £30. I throw 
out the suggestion that the Government might well 
consicler having a shc,rthand Reporter always cm 
duty in the High Courts. As a matter of fact 1 
underatand that in oertain othel West Isadian Cohuj;es 
even the Magisterial Court6 have their own Reporters. 
Sometimes a Jfagistrate has an &tack of writer's 
cramp and has to stop taking notes for a while ; if he 
has a shorthand reporter. he ~ o u l d  be able to carry 
on with the evidence and do a full day's work We 
definitely neecl a shorthand reporter in the Courts 
io the interest of justic,? in this colony. 9 am askill? 
the government to increase. in future, the 81110ulltS 

Mr. ADAMS: All these mattcrs will be taken 
into consideration by the Government. I was under 
the impression that the Civil Service Association was 
going iato the tsavelling allowances of the Deputy 
Marshals. I agree $bat *.he allowacnas are small 
and I hove every reason to believe that the Govern- 
ment will be guided bv any r--ommendation which 
the Assockitioii may make in the :,,:l:ter. As regards 
the jurymen, jury servioe should he aecepted as part 
of a citizen's duty without a quid pro quo. There 
are dangers i~innmerable in giving what you may call 
adequate compensation for jury service. We all 
know-to mention one of the mildest of the dangers- 
how voters come and SIC us to t ry  and get them on 
the jury list. We pay jurors 6/5 a day but in 
criminal cases in London they get l/- and outside 
London 1/6. I t  would be better for us to realize 
that there are ce~ ta in  things we have to do which 
are inevitable, snch as, putting collection in  the plate 
on S m l d a p  or doing jury service. That is, ho-wever, 
only my view but the whole matter is being gone into 
by Mr. Justice Ward. 

The question that the sum of 26,906 be voted 
under this Head is put  and resolved in the aSrma- 
tive without division. 

HEAD XV-POLICE DEPARTMENT 

The items and the respective amounk to be voted 
are read. 

Nr.  ADAJIS: I beg to move thak the sum of 
&22,681 be voted under ?hi$ Head. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg 20 second that. 
At  this stage, 2 p.m. Mr. S P ~ B Z R  resumes the 

Ch&r .and adjourns the House u&il 2.4'5 pm.  in  

he said that h e  Courts are very inadequately 
cleaned. Well, I would likc to say that  when I was 
a clerk in the Police Xapistrates' office, the Police 
Nagistrates used to complain very often that t'wir 
Chambers were not properly cleaned and i t  seeruxl 
tc me that the cleaner did not know exadly whet 
were her duties or by whom she should be paid; so I 
mould like the Government to look into the matt1 r 
and if @he is not properly paid, to see that slit: is 
With regard to item 46, Travelling allowa~ces lo 

keeping with the cost of l i v i q  to-%&-. 
Mr. 34APP : I want to support the junior olem- 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. LBTVIS: Before the further Business of 

the Day is began, I ask have to be excused from ser. 
ving on the Select ,Com&tee whkb was a p p i n k d  to 
enquire into and investigate &lead XX$IIT, Depart- 
ment of Highyays and Trgnsport, of the Estipmtes 
for the year 1947-48. 

There being no objectien, the hon. member was 
granted leare. 

EXCITSE FROM Sl3&iY('ICE ON SEWCT 
ber for St. Lncy in his remarks on item 47. I think , COJfiIIITTEE . 

idea of fees to ~ounsel-appearing or, bellas 
of the Crown. There should be a Crown Proseoutor. 

Police ~ a g i s t r a t e s l  Clerks, sis a t  $5 each and one 
a t  $66, £396. I thought that this in  fact kr~rieit  
house allowance instead of tmvdling all 
beepuse some c lerk  obviorwly travel m ~ r e  th 
CV the six which are paid £ 5 5 .  som do more 
tbap athers and &re should certainly be 
ence in the amopnts. 

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61(A.) 

ORDBR POSTPONED 

Mr. GALE : 1 ask leave to proceed witb. Order 
No. 74 standing in my w e  wder ?rival% -m' 
Business. I t  is an Add- c r e w  with w e n *  
of a Cost of hiving. Allowance to all Government 
Pensioners. 

As soon as you give high fees you are going to en- Mr. A D M S :  I ask leave to move for  the su+ courage lawyers to prcss for convictions in order t o  of ~~j~ + ~ l ( ~ )  to nanme brerrnrerrn be able to get these briefs and I think i t  is an entire- ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ .  ~h~ h, lpember p r d ' & h  
ly wrong ~ract ice.  I take it that the mse only needs his Addrezs after 3.30 p.m. and then we can resume 
to be put on behalf of the Crown and that the prose- C;overnment Business again. 
cuting Counsel should not press for  a conviction. It There being no objection, the hon. member was 
is a bad practice and I hope that the Government l p a ~ ~ e  to make the motion. 
will fir these fee, a- low az pwib le  in order to dis- 
courage Counw! fro111 t i l l i i ~ ~ ~  these briefs. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that  Qule 61(a) be 
now suspended in order to resume Government Busi- 

Mr. BRANCKER: I bake it tbat the Cobnsel 
are not paid b;r- results or by the number of convic- AZr. COX seconded the motioa urhieh was agr& 
tions t b t  take pbce. 

Mr. LE\WIB: I would just like to let the Gov- I Mr. SPEAKER : I thialr tbat the hop. member 
ernment Inlow that at  least there is one member of have do w h ~  the time comes for the 'On- 

this Assembly who disagrees profoundly with the dderation of Private Me*rs' 



224 HOUSE 
. 

-3 - - -. - 

RESVMPTION O F  COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER : When Government Business 
was being considered before the adjournment, the 
House was in  Committee of Supply. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House 
resumed Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY being 
in the Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : When the House was ad- 
journed, we were considering Head XV of the Estim- 
ates. 

Mr. BRANCKER : There are one or two Items 
to which I would like to refer under this Haad. With 
regard to item 17, "Rospital Attendant7', I see that 
the sum of S 9 0  is to be voted, and the note says that 
this provides for increased payment on the basis ap- 
proved for the subordinate staff. The Hospital At- 
tendant is a qualified person, and this amount seems 
to be inadequate. (A MEMBER: He has not got 
any training). If he has not got any training then 
he shonld be trained, or the services of someonc else 
should be engaged. As far as the Xessenger is cou- 
ccrned, I would like to know what arrangements are 
being made jn connection with increments for him. 
T see that last year S 2 0  was voted and this year S 4 0  
is to be voted. The sum of 52'7 was voted by Eesolu- 
tion last year. I am wondering if the hon. senior 
uember for St. Joseph will tell us something about 
thi? amount which is to be voted. As regards item 
37, "Forage", that seems to remain static. The smu 
of S2,000 was voted for this item last year, and the 
amount to be voted is the same again this year. I 
mould like to know whether there has been any in- 
crease in the number of the staff, any reduction in 
the number of horses or whether the diet is being 
rationed. I am fond of nlusjc and, of course, I would 
ljke to give the maximum assistance to the new Band- 
mtaster so as to stimulate his enthusiasm ; yet Z iwlst 

say that I was staggered when I saw that under ii0.n 
47 "New instruments for Band", th? .;urn of &J..5nIl 
has been asked for. We know that the price of every- 
thing has gone up, but the sum of $7,200 for replac- 
irig unserviceable instruments is a formidable sum 
to be spent for that purpose. I do not know if the 
hon. senior member for St. Joseph can tell us how 
many unserviceable instruments have to be replaced. 
T am not saying that I am in  favour of a reduction 
of the amount, but I would like a little light to be 
shed on the matter. I don't know if the hon. member 
ha5 any experience in buying musical instruments. 
With respect to item 30. "Arms and ammunition". one 
11aq to keep a very close watch there. Hen. members 
will remember the discussion which we had in re- 
spect of this item last year. If we do not keep n watch- 
ful eye on the Folice Authorities, they  ill renew their 
attempt to make our policemen soldiers. Last year 
the amount votcd was 2300, and this year they pro- 
pose to increase i t  by S 5 0  for the purchase of spare 
parts for rifles. I mould like the Government to ap- 
preciate that m- are still adamant in our opposition to 
the turning of our policemen into soldiem. We are no1 
going to encourage that by giving them ona penny 
more for "Arms and ammunition" than is absolutely 
necessary to enable them efficiently to perform pure 
ivlc'kted police du t i~s .  I would h glad to hear the 
rcpl:. of the Government member to the points vhich I 
have aiade. AS a gesture of nlv feeling in  the matter. l 
am going to move that this amount in respect of 
"Arms and ammunition" be reduced by g5O. Ac- 
cord in^ to my recollection, the Government J ~ a d  a* 
ed u~ t~ vote the sin11 of £850 last Fear.. rrllrl ihp wisc~ 
House of that dav ( L a n ~ h t e r )  veclnced it by €550. 
(Mr. CHATRM-~X : The the11 wi.iqc HO~IIP), ( X , ~ ~ l g h i c ~ ~ ) .  

We \vould not like that to llr~ppen again. I beg to 
move that this vote be reduced by 230. 

Mr. COX : I beg to second that. 
Mr. ADAMS : I h a ~ e  sent for the infor~iiation 

on the matter. Tf, as hon. members see, the Govern- 
uent tells the House that S300  is enwgh for "Arms 
sud amm~ni t io t l '~ ,  but WC are asking for 2250 ,for 
the purchase of spare parts, is it not nonsense to 
make that motion? Because the hon. member in- 
dines to be facetious, are hon. members going to agree 
to the reduction of this amount? I suggest that they 
30 not vote for any reduction of the amount. As 
regards the amount asked for in connect_ion ~ r i t h  the 
Band, I must confesr, that I have been stumped for 
the first time; that was the one item in respect of 
which I did not think that hon. members mould raise 
ally objection. Captain Raison went very carefully 
into the matter. (Parenthetically, I may 1ay that 
he has had some alteration? done to the big 
drum, and from what I have bcen :oI$l b? 1,:*-ni- 
bers of the Band, things are being done which have 
never been done in the island before. I do not sup- 
pose that I am l ~ t t i n g  out any secret when I say that 
z firm which had been written to in connection r i t h  
musical instruments, spoke so very highly of Captain 
Raison as to say that he is the bcst handma\tei. that 
the British Army has ever had. I do not think that 
s man with that reputation would be asking for any 
instrument unless i t  was necessary to make the Band 
ss up-to-date as i t  should be. I am sure that the pub- 
lic is so enthusiastic over the improvement of the 
Rand i~nde r  his direction that if it were asked on a 
referendum to vote the sum of 325,000, (A  &xecn : 
.l sum of S10,000 1 it would not refuse to do so. I 
am not saying that hon. members should not criticize 
any item in respect of mhich the vote seems to be 
high; I think that i t  is their right to do so. I sug- 
gest, however, that with such an expert as Captain 
Raison, and bearing in mind that the matter was 
gone into, before the figures -were put on the Estimat S, 
with the place from which the best instruments call 
be obtained, and so on, this is not a ~oupi l  guess. 
Communications having already been macle w i t h  the 
makers of the instruments. there should not be any 
objection to the passing of this amount. As f a r  as the 
Mjessenger is concerned, hI,s duties are TW?- light and 
that is why the vote in connection with him is so small. 
The Hospital A t t ~ n d a n t  is a Pensioner. a d  his duties 
are not such that he would quarrel with the amount 
which is being given to him. I have no reply as tg 
the question about the forage, but, if the hon. me& 
ber wants to press it, I will have to~ge t  the informa- 

hon. member will see that although the 
2,000 has been voted for two years, only 
as spent. I presume that the figure has 
there because of the uncertainty of prices. 

guess in  the circumstances to repeat what 
sked for in the previous year. The hon. 

tcember will see what the actual expenditure is i n  
the last cohlmn bnt cne of the Estimates. 

Mr. WRINGER: Hon. members inay not ~ I I O W ,  

but a large part of t h ~  money which is now being 
expended for new instrunlents for the Band iq really 
a n  acc~tmnlation of fees earned by the Rand. so to 
speak, over a long period of years and paid into the 
Treasury. If not all of thic money, a large part of 
i t  does not represent the taxpayers' money at a l l .  

Dr. CTJMMINS : Refore the qnestion is pnt, T 
~rould like to get some inforwation P ?  regrrrclq item 3,  
"Six S~~pwi~ltencl-nt; 01 ~o l i ce . "  Tn Snlxrintendcnr 
Calver's Xq\orf it -firas recommended that the islan4 
be divided into fonr new acln~inistui~tire areas 
eacll to h , ~  I charge of a Superintenden-. 
'I woul(1 Iilw to Irno~: i f  nnythinc liac hcrn tlonp in 
tl-at: directior~. T know th:lt there has hren writ. 



alscontent on the part  01 tile senior men over th 
delay ill this matter of the re-organization of th 
districts. 

Mr.. LDAXS : 1 made careful enquiries abou 
that up to this morning. As fa r  as the other portion 
o i  S~pe~intenclent  Calver's recommendations are con 
ccrned, the Government is wry actively working oi 
their implementation. Now that that has bee] 
brought to my notice, I mill pass on this information 
doubtless a special investigation will be made on tha 
perticular point. The Government is very active ii 
trying to get the other portions of the Superintencl 
ent's Report before tlle IIonse at  an early date. 

Mr. NOTTLEP:  As regards this Head No. 15 
I wonlcl like to k n m  if the Government has any planr 
for increasing the rent allowance to Privates of thc 
Police Force. 

JIr. TALNA: I would like to know if any fec 
or. extra remuneration is paid to Police Sergeants i~ 
the country districts in respect of the registration oj 
births, deaths, and so on. 

;\h. ADAMS : All of us sometimes forget thing5 
which we ought not to forget. We have passed thf 
1946 Act just a few months ago and all these point: 
have already been covered. We dealt with the Policc 
thoronchly-more so than with anybody else I r  
keeping with the : ecommendations of Superintendenl 
Calver, we abolishecl all t l i~ s r  things. Honourable 
membcrs can refresh their mein~ries of what has bezn 
done. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I see that under Item 21, 
"Rent allowance", the amount has been fixed by law 
and I am in order- 

Mr. ADAMS : The hon. member is out of order. 
Mr. BfOTTLEY: I mentioned Head 15 and 

spoke generall5-. I did not take out any particular 
item and therefore I am i11 order. I am only asking 
about an increase in the rent allowance for P~*ivates. 

Mr. BSAPP: I h o p  that the Government mill 
take steps to control the matter of rent in respect of 
its reduction and not inr.ren+ the allowance. 

MT. LEWIS : With rcg!.nl.d to item 53 "Purchare 
of Camera," I see that the sum of £200 is provided. 
I would like to know if the same careful scrntinv ha.; 

BIr. ADA3IS: The not; to this item is not as 
accurate as  i t  should be. This money is really to 
replace the camera which, according to the Sergean,# 
who has been manipulating i t  for some time. I 

need of such extensive repairs that even if / ,yere 
repaired, its service will not be reliable. Thi s m r r a  
was bought in April, 1939; it has done a lot%f work 
and its condition is due to actual wear. It is sug- 
gested that Mr. Fitzpatrick who is a very enthusiastic 
amateur photographer and who is on his way to New 
York should go to the special makers and recommend 

.d the particuIar type of camera which the Police have 
heard about. This is a special camera; i t  is difficult 
to replace the camera which has been in  use a t  the 
Criminal Investigation Dlepartment for the past eight 
yea& and is no longer serqiceable. 

Mr. WILKINSON: Under item 52, "Motor 
transport" the amount asked for is £4,400-the same 

V amol.int as n-a<, votecl last p a r .  I see from the note 
:hat it is proposed to pnrrhase three more vans PE(] 

f i  eix motor cyclcs 1s it proposed to reduce the num- 
i ber of Mounted Policemen so that it will be necessary 

1. to purchase these vans and motor cycles8 There are 
nine vans and only about five of them are working. 
This p~oposal means that there will be an  increase 
of 25% in t b  number of vans and 100% in  the num- 

ber of motor cycles. What I would like to know 1s 
whether i t  is proposed to reduce the number of 
AIomted Policemen. 

31r. ADAXS : The Commissioner of Polict: 
reports, to use his own words, that "the st&e of the 
Policc transport cocld hardly L,. ~ ~ o r s e . "  H e  states 
that " new vehicles are urgently ~cquired. The estab- 
lishment of the transport is sixteen vehicles including 
three niotor cycles and of this total four vans and 
one motor cycle are now permanently off the road as 
their mechanical life is a t  an  end. Others are still 
on the road, but without exception they are on the 
verge of breakdown, and in  many instances I doubt 
if they can even be repaired. These vehicles are nine 
years old and, with the exception of the lorry, they 
have all completed 100,000 miles." (A MEHBER: 
That is a short life). (Mr. ADAMS: Not for the 
Police). "From the following table i t  would seen1 
:hat the cost of repairs and maintenance is prohibl- 
h e  and as can be seen each vehicle is costing S100 
% year for  maintenance and repairs. The following 
s a table of expenditure for  the last five years. 
1942-43, £663; for 1 9 4 3 - 4 ,  5650; for 1944-45,  
SF04 and for 1945-46,  £758 and from April to 
3ecember, 1946, £509. I n  addition, the running cost 
)f each van is also high owing to the increase in oil 
~ n d  petrol consumed, and this in some cases is double 
vhat it should be. I do not consider that  any of 
hese vans will last for  more than six months and the 
ccruisition of new vehicles for  the Polim Transport 
5 an n ~ p c n t  neeessity." 

Mr. WILKINSON: I thank the hon. member 
or that information; it seems that these are replace- 
ments. 

Mr. LEWIS : Perhaps some of the remark, whir:! 
sere made in respect of the Head "Harbour and 
lhipping Master" may be recalled at this moment, 
nmel5-, that the Government should have a Depart- 
lent of their own for the repair and maintenance of 
heir rehicles. If such a Department were attached 
3 the Public Works Department with a competent 
ersorl to look after it, the cost of repairs would be 
educecl. Perhaps they would get better service. At 
?ast they could criticize the De~ar tmen t  nore  sn 
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nlaintenance of these vehicles. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: A motion has been made 

that the sum of £22,681 be voted under this Head. 
An amendment has been moved that item 30 be re- 
duced by £50. I will put  the amendment first. The 
question is that this item be reduced by G O .  Hon. 
members in favour of that will please say "Aye", 
those against will please say "No". f think the 
'Noes" have it. 

The question that the sum of a2,681 be voted 
under this Head was put  and resolved in the af8rma- 
live withont division. 

been exemised in respect of this item. I know' that 
everybody likes to get his Department up-to-date and 
ultm-modern. I would just like know that special 

k tare  ill be exercised in the purchase of this item. 

A total vote of $55,621 was agreed to under this 
Bead. 

1' 
than a t  any other time and insist a dew32 of 
efficient- such that we could reduce the high cost of 
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HEAD XVII---GIOVEF&NMENT INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS. i ' 
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The items and the amounts to be voted were read. 
Nr .  ADAMS : I ask leave to change the amount 

tc be I-oted lmder item 11, "Assistant to Chief Matron 
111d Scho~lrniqt~ess" from £100 to $150. Let m e  
mticipate some criticism by saying that the Com- 
n i t te~ .  of which I was Chairman, appointed last year 
o go into the question of the re-organization of the 
Jovernment Industrial Schools has not yet reported. 
Phe Report was prepared and typed as f a r  back as 



October, but on further consideration we found that 
i t  would be very long. It has therefore been re- 
drafted and is now being re-typed. The Committee 
met no fewer than forty-seven times; we ment very 
thoroughly iqto the matter and will recommend ;L 

complete change in the running of the Government 
Industrial Schools. I feel sure that when hon. members 
read the Rkport they will see that the matter has been 
most exhauskively gone into. A week or so ago the 
Chief Matron resigned and for this post there is an 
applicant who has had experience in schools in 
Nigeria. She has been teaching handicrafts 
there and in the West Indies and she has had ex- 
perience in  Gloucester. It is considered that she is 
a most admirable person for  this post. It is true that 
the Government proposes that this should be an acting 
appointment and considers that she should be paid 
£150 a year during the period of her acting. It ir; 
possible that under the new set-up she may be con- 
firmed in  the post, or  given another post. I n  com- 
parison with other applicants for the vacant position, 
this person stands head and ears above them as far  
as requirements are concerned. As resards the 
Report, that will be in  the hands of the GoTernment 
in about ten days. 

There being no objection, the hon. member was 
granted leave to change the figures. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum of 
b7,877 be voted under this Head. 

Dr. CUMMBJS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

HEAD XVIIF-COMMISSIONEiRS OF CURRENCY. 

Under this Head, a total vote of £5,175 was 
agreed to. 

XJX-ECCLEISIASTICAL. 

The items and the amounts to be voted were read. 
Mr. ADANS: I beg to move that the sum of 

£625 be voted under this Head. 
Dr. CZTMMINS: I beg to second that, 
Mr. TALNA: Before tht question is put, I 

would like to <ay  that the Churches in this Island, 
both large and small. are doing work which is neces- 
sary from a h~manitar ian point of view, but it seems 
to me that a special privilege or  right is being granted 

me sum to the Anglican Church, judging from the hu, 
of money which is allocated to it year by year. I view 
the work which is being done by the Wesleyan Church 
and other denominations like the Salvation Army, the 
Evangelistic Army, the Christian Nission and other 
Missions scattered all over the island as being more 
beneficial to the community as a whole than that which 
is done by the Anglican Church. Therefore, when i t  
comes to the question of doling out money to religious 
denominations, I feel that a Coalition Labour Govern- 
ment shvuld~ see to i t  that evwy little denomination 
which is working towards the cure of souls, and which, 
in many cases. is more devout. religious and more 
humanitarian in o u t l ~ k ,  policy sad practice from 
day to day-I feel that these denominations-should 
receive some qort of consideration, some better *eat- 
ment by the Government. On this point. I am speak- 
ine mainly of the Wesleyan Church. Is  i t  fair and 
reasc-iable to grant the Wesleyan Church L350 con- 
sideri.7: the mtire  amount allocated to the Anglican 
Church aud thc  work which ia being done by the Wes- 
levan Church? The Wesleyan Churches are filled 
.whenever they are opened and the Weskyan Minis- 
ters and Lady Iieaders are doing quite a lot of WO& 

as compared with the Anglican Churches which are 
almost emntv on every Sanday night am3 whose %c- 
tors and Vizam are rimer sean in the houses M the 

poor people, in spke of the iact that, the poor people 
are the ones who go to the Churches. The disparrty 
~ h i c h  exists between the amount granted to the Wes- 
leyan Church and that allocated to the Anglican 
Church is startling. The work of the Wesleyan Church 
is so oubstanding that i t  is unnecessary for me to say 
anything more about it. The Wesleyan Church does 
more beneficial work than the Anglican Church, and 
they show practical religion, practical christianty. 
We are also awaxe of the work which the Sal~at ion 
Army is doing; on the last occasion they mere granted 
£200 and, despite the crying needs of the people, they 
have only been increased by £50. I do not think that 
a grant of less than £1,000 for these denominations 
would appear to be fair and reasonable. The Evangel- 
ism Army should also be assisted in the i4*0rk which 
they are doing. I have had the privilege of attending 
certain of their meetings and of seeing the g ood work 
which they are doing. They are doing good work D!? 

they should be assisted. What I have said of this de- 
nomination holds good for similar ctenominations. 
They do work of a devout nature, more so than thc 
Anglican Church, they preach ~ h r i s t i a n i t ~  day ih and 
day out and they should receive some assistance from 
the Government. I hope that the Government will see 
their way to send down a separate Resolution for the 
purpose of assisting these denominations which are 
doing really good work-not like those persons who 
just go to the Treasury at  the end of the month and 
draw money without domr the work which ther should 
do. The time has definitely come when these denom- 
inations, small in the eyes of certail, people but big 
in the eyes of God, should be given sane greater con- 
sideration. 

Nr.  LEWIS: I think that this is a rery oppor- 
tune time for me to say something after the remarks 
of the hon. member ~ h o  has just sat down. I think 
that with matters affecting the Church at present, we 
should not find any difficn1;y in speaking about this 
Government subsiclisatioll of christianity and let the 
Government know where we stand. I would like to 
say that, from the remarks of the hon. senior member 
for Christ Church. it is my duty to state the case for 
those who do not receive any Government assistance 
and who find themselves without anything by way of 
monetary reward in the serrlce to humanity. I think 
that a good case has been made out for doing somr- 
thing now. The hon, member has made a comparison 
of the work whi-eh is being done by those who get a 

muneration with that which is being don? 
o do not receive any Government assist- 

a r  that there is very little christian work 
for the remuneration which is being paid, 
that thev should 'b'e left alone and not be 

paid for work which they are not doing 
At this point, i t  being now 3.30 p.m. of the clock, 

nir. SPEAKER took the Chair and stated that it was 
nov time fbr the consideration of Private Xemhers' 
Business. 

ADDRESS RE COST O F  LIVING ALLOTTi*iNCE 
TO GOVERNMEXT PZNSIONERS. 

JIr. GALE : Mr. Speaker,-I beg to mol-e that 
Order KO. 74 standing in my name mtder Private 
Members' Business be taken as the First Order of thc 
Day. 

Xr.  S. A. WUCOTT seconded the motion which. 
was agreed to. 

Air. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day 
under Private Members' Business stands in the name 
of the hon. junior member for St. Michael :-To move 
the passing of an Address to His Excellency the Cov- 



--Prq ernor relating to a Cost of Living Allowance to all 
g GlovernmentPemioners. 

Mr. GALE : Mr. Speaker,-The Address read< 
as follows :- 

The House of A s s e m b l y  

Y 
His Excelle.rtcy the Go v e r n o r  

The House of Assembly res~ectfully request Your 
Excellency to take the necessary steps 20 provide that 
all Governmen! Pensioners be paid ti Cost of Living 
Allowance as from the 1st day of April, 1946 a t  the 

a rates set out in the following Schedale. 

SCHEDULE 
RATES 

On the first S100 of salary or part thereof 405( 
., ,, second ,, 7 1  > , ) YOyL 
,, ,, third ,, >l  , , ,, 25% 

P ,l ,l fourth ,, > ?  ) ?  >l  20.% 
., ,, fifth l ,  71 7. 1,  15 '/o 
., ,, sixth ,, 71  ? ,  ,, 10% 
I take it that the members of this House will agree 

that just as the Government has seen fit to pay a Cost 
of Living Allowance to the people who are now work- 
ing for them, they will also see fit to do the same thing 
for those who have worked for  them and who are now, 
in some cases, receiving r e v  small pensions and whom 
the present cost of living will no doubt hit very hard. 
I feel sure that the House will suppcrt this Address; 
I do not think that i t  needs any greater elaboration 
on my part. I beg to move that this Address do now .- pass. 

Mr. S. B.WALCOTT: I beg to second that. I 
do not think that i t  is necessary for me to say anythine 
on. the matter. These persens were receiving very 
small salaries when they were emplcyecs of the Gor- 
ernment, and I think that their Cost of Living Allow- 
ance should be higher than those who are now receiv- 
ing good salaries. I have much pleasure irr secondisle 
the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS: I speak purely in order to say 
that I appreciate the interest which the ~ O T L -  

ourable junior member for St. Miohael is show- 
& ing and has always shown in matters of this 

sort. I wish to assure him that the mar,ter is now 
under consideration, SO that he can rest assured that 
the Government' will give very favourable considera- 
tion to this Address. (Hear, hear). I quite 
the honobrable senior member for 
may turn out that 40% =ay not be 
bad cases. There are one or  two hopeless c a b  of 
persons who have retired, persons like messengers 
whose pension is $8 per month. 

Ms. RAMSAY: I am very grateful for such a 
motion as this which is before the Hotlse. 1 can assure 

.r/ I o n ,  members tha t  I have been repeatedly approached . . in connection with the pensions of r e t h d  Servants 
of the public. However. there is one thing oper'ating 
in my mind, and I hope that  the Government will look 
into it. Speaking for myself, I do not think that i t  is 
rewonable to Day this Cost of Living Bonus as from 
1946; I think that it should be paid as from 1944. That 

ment ought to come before this House and say thaO 
they are paying this Cost of Living Allowance as from 
1944, and if they went back from 1942 they would get 
the prayers of the departed. I, personally, would be 
grateful if they could give a maximum of 120% in- 
stead of 40% as from 1946. If you make the maxi- 
mum 40% as from 1946 I put my hands on my breass2 
raise my head and say "You are not doing anything, 
and I can hardly thank you for it." 

Mr. SPRINGER: I am not prepared to vote for 
this Address as i t  stan* for this reason; the honour- 
able senior member for  St. Joseph has pointed out that 
there are some extremely hard cases of persons m410 
have retired after long service a t  a time when salaries 
were very low. These people have to go on living in 
1947, and if you merely apply this percentage baqis 
as e t  out in the Schedule, you will not be giving them 
what you consider fair and adequate, haring regard' 
to the people who are doing the same sort of work at  a 
subsequent time. If this Schedule is sent up as part 
of the Address, it must be taken to mean that the 
House is limiting the amount which it is prepared to 
vote (Hear, hear). If the House says "We would 
Eke you to send down a Res~lution to pay salaries or 
pensions a t  the following rates, how $dare the gxecn- 
tive to alter it8 (Hear, hear). I suggest therefore. 
that the words after "1st day of April, i946," and 
the Schedule be deleted, and the follomihg words jn- 
serted: "On a scale no less favourable than that ap- 
plied to present employees of the Government.'' That 
is the whole questian, but I do n ~ t  agree that we should 
go up to £600. Persons who are in receipt of 
such penrions have no right asking fa_- a Cost of 
Living Allowance. 

Mr. G A b E :  I accept that amendment. 
Mr. LEWIS:  I take i t  that the Schedule to this 

Address will be taken out. 
Mr. SPRINGER: Everything after the words 

"1st day of April, 1946", will be deleted. 
Xr. LET.'lp:ISl: I would like to draw to the at- 

tention of the honourable junior member for St. 
Michael and the members of the Executive Committee 
present that the Government has done somethhg by 
way of a Cost of Living Allowmce for Pensioners. I 
do not remember if i t  was done in the form of a Bill 
or Resolution, but I take it that the Government had a 
proviso in thbir proposals reading like this : "Providctl 
that the total income of t h ~  particular persons do not 
,exceed £200 per annum." (A MEMBER: That is in 
all Pension Acts; me cannot help that).  I was hoping 
that the Government would see their way to do justice 
to those pensioners wno have retired when the cost of 
living is so high, and I am glad to see that the matter 
is receiving attention. I deprecate the action of the 
Government in  limiting any Cost of Living Allowance 
to the total earnings or income of the particular per- 
son. If the Government is paying B penstoner $8 a 
month. £150 a year or whatever the amouht is, the 
fact remains that the money which the Government 
is p y i n g  is worth less, and they should take steps, if 
i t  is not beyond their resources, to bring the amount 
up  to what it should be. If they agree to pay a pen- 
sionel. £1.50 or £250 a yesr and :hat is not worth more 
thall C100 a pear, they should consider that. I am 

suggestinji to the hon. junior member for St. Michael may sound horrifying to hon. members, but when pen- 
sioners tell you the amount which they have got from 

p the Treas~~ry ,  you are tempted to put your hand into 
your pocket and give them what is not pours. The 

a Government wr-nnlrl not he breaking a n r  new grounJ 
if thev did what I have suggested. This Government 
cannot justify their claims as bein% a Labour Gov- 
.ernment; they talk about coalition. but this Govern- 

that he should follow LP this Address with the sug- 
gesbion which I have made. 

J h .  SPRINGER:. I ask permission to make a 
statement. The honourable member has made two mis. .c  
statements of fact. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you making an eqdana- 
tion? 



Air. SPHIKGER: I just want to say that i t  
a question of law which prevents, a pei~sioner from 
earning with his more than what his substan- 
tive'salary was after he has left office; i t  is not a 
question of War Bonus. The limit of the Government 
was not in respect of War Bonus, but in respect of the 
amount which a person might receive in addition to 
the salary yhich he was receiviug. That is 
a question of law. 

Nr. MAP1 : I cannot agree with the remarks 
bf the 11011. junior mcmber for the City. T o  st~elcli  
h.5 argument to its logical conclusion, it would mean 
that ihe man who was receiving a pension of £500 it 

year, that money is not worth so much now and the 
Government should give him a Cost of L ivhg  Bonus. 1 
think that there should be some limit. The hon. mem- 
ber must remember that that man was earning an 
adequate salary and could have put  by a suitable 
amount a s  savings and also a suitable margin 
For extravagance; but the man below him could nbt 
afford to do that. I cannot follow the argument- of 
the honourable member at  all. There ought to be a 
limit, a point where the payment of a Cost of Living 
Bonus should cease. A man who is drawiay S600 a 
year should not receive any Bonus. 

The question that this Address as amended do 
s o w  pass was put and resolved in the affirmative mith- 
out division. 

The Address v a s  pr~ssed. 
Mr. SPEAKER: I will asir the hon. junior mem- 

ber for Qt. Michael to present this Address. 
Mr. BALE : & Your Hononr pleases. 

Mr. ADAMS : I ask leave to move for the sus- 
pension of Rule 61 (b) in order to resume Government 
Ensiness. 

Dr. WILSON : I object. 
Mr. SPEAKER: An objection having becu 

taken, I shall have to put the The questioll 
is that leave be granted the honourable member to 
lnove for the suspension of Rn!e 61 (b) in order to 
~ s u m e  Government Business. Honourable members 
in favour of that will please say "Aye", those against 
vill  please say "No". I think the "Ayes" hare it. 

A di~.ision was taken as follows :- 
Ayes: Dr. CUMMINS, Messrs. RAMSAY, SMITH, 

COX, FOSTER, MAPP, SPRLNGER, ADAMS, BLACKXAN; 
GALE, and W m m s o ~ - 1 1 .  

h-oes: Dr. WILSON, Messrs. LEWIS, CRAWFORD, 
PUMA, MOWY, HAYNES, DOWDTNG and S. A. 
Kf i~m-8.  

Mr. SPEAKER : T(he qucstion has been decided 
in the aftirmative, eleven honourable members voting 
"Aye", and eight honourable membew voting "No." 

Nr. ADAMS:. I beg to move that Rule 61 (b)  
be now suspended for the purpose of resuming Gov. 
crnment Business. . . 

Mr. SPRINGICE: I beg to second that. 
Mr. CRATVFORD: I should like to say that 

I voted against leave being granted the hononrab1e 
member to move for the suspemion of the Rule because 
the matter with n-hich the honourable senior member 
for St. ,Tohi? ~ ~ a n t c d  to proceed 5s cne of extreme m- 
penay. a ~ d  it would not have taken the House mo1.r 
than fil-e minntes to  deal mith it. I am snrprised 
that t h ~  question has been resolved in the affirzativt?. 
If it iq the opinion of the House that this matter i ;  
not onr of such rvtreme urgency as to be dealt with 
to-day. it is entire1.v a matter for the nouse. bgain 
€l& afternoon 'I am going to endea~our  to obtaiu the 

Leave of the House to deal +th the Address tabled by 
hc hoilourable senior member for St. John. 

Mr. ADAMS : This matter is of such extreme 
wgency that i t  is being dealt with by the Governmen: 
3 s  an A- l  priority as the honourable senior member 
€or St. Philip well knows. T,he honourable member 
?as already made a suggestion as to who will go to 
:he United States and when they will go. He knows 
'hat the ~ a t t e r  is under consideration by the Govern- 
ment. I should like to say that the consideration 
of the Estimates is a matter -v;hich brooks no 
delay. Nobody could say that the Administration is 
rot dealing with the matter of emigration ; the matter 
IS being dealt with as seriously and as effectively as 
the late Governor dealt with it. 

The question that Rule 61 (b) be now suspended 
COY the purpose of resuming Government Business 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
3ivision. 

ILi3STTMPTlION O F  COMJIIT!I'EE OF SUPPLY 

Nr.  SPEAKER : When Government Business 
was last being considered, the House was in Con:- 
nlittee of Supply. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House re- 
sumed Committee of Supply, Blr. RAMSAY being in the 
Chair. 

THE EST:IMATES 1947-48 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House was m 
Committee of Supply, we were considering Head X I S  
of the Estimates. 

m e  question that the sum of £825 be voted under 
this Head was put and resolved in the affirmativa 
without division. 

IIEAI) Y S  - EDUCATION 

The items and the amount to be voted totalling 
£197,363 were read. 

Mr. ADAMS : I ask leave to make the following 
alterations: that under ii. Second Grade Educatio?, 
item 20, Grant-in-aid, (3) Coleridge School, the sun1 
of El73 be added making a total of S423 to be voted ; 
in (4) Parry School, the sum of $173 be added mak- 
ing a total of £1,069 to be voted and under iii. First 
Grade Education, item 22, Grant-'in-aid, (2) Lodge 
School the sum of £602 be added, making the total 

oted $7,232. The total amount to be voteJ 
his Head will then be 3398, 311. m e  hon- 

senior member for St. George, who is a 
of the Education Board, will deal with this 

matter when we come to it. There has been an urgent 
request for Assistant Masters a t  these Scho~ls. It 
was unfortunate that the Estimates were prepare11 
before this request was made. If honourable mem- 
bers need any special information, I will endeavour 
to get the honourable senior member for St. George 
back in the Committee. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber wa& granted leave to make the addi%iom. 

lfr. ADANS: I beg to move that the sum of 
£198,311 be voted under this Head. 

I - - )I-. CUMMTNS : I beg to second that, 
AI.. RRIASCRER : l' aid not quite catch what 

the honourable senior member for St. Joseph said in 
respect of the propcsed increases for the Coleridge 
and School\. Are these increases to supply 
t3.r t*m+ lrl?itional Masters for which they had p+ 
ceutly asked? 
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Mr. S. A. WALC0"I'T : I n  connection with item 
14, "Erection, maintenance, repairs and alterations 
t o  latrines of Elementary Schools". I would like to 
know if the Government is prepared to instal thc 
x-ater-borne system. Two nelv latrines are now being 
erected a t  St. Silas' Boys' and Girls' Schoob. 1 
think that there is a waste of public funds and it its 
very insanitary to erect latrines in the way in which 
these have been erected. No proper pits have been 
prepared and there is no water-borne system. I ask 
the Government to see in future when latrines are 
being erected at  the schools, that the water-borne 
system is installed, . 

Mr. BRANCKER: I n  connection with the 
Lodge School, I am wondering if the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph can shed any light as 
to the number of boys a t  this school at  present. 
Before the suggested increase, we were being asked 
t o  vote £6,630 in respect of this School as against 
£6,301 in the case of Harrison College. I would like 
to know what is the reason for increasing the amount 
for the Lodge School by £602. All the assistance 
which the note gives is that there has been an increase 
of £2,725 on Imt gear's amount but this additionvl 
increase of £602 is not referred to 'in the note. I aru 
wondering, if the Lodge School only has 209 boys, 
why is there the need for this substantial increase in 
the anlount which we have been asked to vote? I s  
it proposed to increase the staff? How many masters 
and how many boys are there a t  present? Before T 
rote this additional amount, I would like to know if 
1i.e are justified in increasing the staff, h a ~ i n g  regard 
to the number of boys on the roll. 

Nr .  CHAIRMAN: I think that the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph has intimated that tbe 
honourable senior member for  St. George will &upply 
the information. 

Mr. ADAMS : I ask leave to postpone the furtlx- 
e r  consideration of thiq Head. If honourable meln 
bcrs want any information on this Head, they shoulcl 
ask for it before it is postponed. 

T_IEWIS rwe to speak. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable senior mem- 

%er for St. Josepb has asked leave to postpone the 
further consideration of this Head. 

Mr. LEWIS : The honourable member has asked 
that we deal with any item about which me want any 
information before the consideration of this Head 
is postponed. . In  the meantime I want to ask the 
honourable member if he can give us any informatioa 
in relation to the Education Bill. I would 
know if the Government will introduce that 
a n  early date or at some future date. L 

Xr. ADAMS : I suggest to the honourable mem- 
ber that he should give notice $f he intends to raise 
the matter- later on. I cannot possibly give him an  
a~iswer on the matter now that we are considering 
the at imates.  

Mr. LEWIS : There are numerous anomalies, 30 

far  as the Headmasters of the small secondary schools 
are concerned. in relation to their salaries as com- 
pared with the salaries of their Assistants and with 
the salaries of Assistants in the First and Second 
Grade and Elementary Schools. They bear an unfair 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: If the .Chairman makes on9 
mistake, i t  must not be perpetuated. I rule that 
consideration of that Head is postponed and the 
honourable member must write the items upon whic3 
he wants informatior. 

Mr. 'TALMA: As f a r  as I understand the hon- 
ourable member, he has asked leave to postpone con- 
sideration of this IIead. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That has already been 
done. The honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
has the Government Busingss in  his hands and when 
he postpones a matter, the honourable member aan- 
not carry i t  on. 

Mr. TALMA : 1 am merely doing what the hon. 
member has asked me to do; that is to submit ques- 
tions relative to items under this Head of Expendi- 
ture. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Consideration of this Head 
is postponed. TTTe mill consider Head XXI. 
BEAD XXI-DEPARTMENT O P  SCIENCE AND AGRICULTVRE 

The items and the amounts to be voted were rea 
Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that the sum o 

$321,885 be voted under this Head. 
9 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to second that. *. COX: I understand that as l a r  ag the 
serving of animals at  the Station is concerned, the 
Government does not allow a return. To my mind, 
that is a very unhappy state of affairs, because in the 
case of private individuals animals are allowcd to 
.eturn. I take i t  that the Government is trying to 
irrrprove the breeding of stock in this island. I 
think i t  is unfair to ask a person to pay another fee 
of five shillings in case of a return. I throw m ~ t  
the suggestion a s  i t  has been given to me in the hop. 
that the Government will take note of i t  and make 
the necessary adjustments. As regards the Watch- 
man, I would like to know what the Government calls 
ij period. HOW long is that? 

Mr. ADAMS . A period was the term used last 
>par to indicate that night and day were the same. 
Whether a person served a t  night or during the day, 
he received $1. I t  is true that some cases were hard. 
These mere the watchmen of whom I was speakin? 
~vhen I mentioned that arrangements were being 
made a t  the Agricultural Department, the Baggage 
Warehouse and one other place tcj have a subsequent 
watchman so as to shorten the hours of the regular 
\;atchinan. A period is from 6 a.m. to 6 p m .  or--- 
\- hatever the hours are-from day to day. 

Mr. CHAIRMSN : 1 would like to explain for, 
the benefit of the hon. senior member for St. Michael. 
that the Government is not breaking any had growcl 
if they do not allow any re-service. Animals of that' 
ccuality are not generally re-served. 

The question that the sum of 821,855 be voted 
under this Read was put  and resolved in the affirm- 
ztive without division. 

HEAD XXII-PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

The items and the amounts to be ~ o t e d  were 
read. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that the sum of 
$32,066 be voted under this Head. 

Mr. MAPP . T beg to second that. 
Mr. BRANCKER : With regard to item 14, 

"Upkeep Reading and Lecture Room". I wonder if 
the members of the Government can tell un whethey 

, comparison and I hope that the honourable member 
d l  consider that. 

P Mr. CHAIRMAN : What is the honourab!e 
member speaking on? I think he is, out of Order; 1 

a *do not think that this is the correct procedure. 
Mr. TALMA: I hope that I W% be granted a 

similar privilege 

it is proposed that this Reading Room wil l  be open- 
ed a t  night. There is a great public demand for the 
cpening of the Public Library a t  night so that people 
cap.go in and read. I t  is very desirable to have the 
Library opened a t  night, as in other countries, ant1 
I an1 wondering if the honourablr member call ten 
nr If it iq  proposcd to  r e n d s  this rerp cwcnti:tl 



service to the public by 'having the Library opened 
up to about ten o'clcck. 

Mr. IIAPNES: Under item 13, "Cpkeep 
Speightstown Library". I think that ho11. members mill 
agree with me that the sum of £85 is not sufficient for 
this purpose. I hope &at the Trustees of the Li- 
brary will consider something more extensive. There 
is a Reading Room in which you can hardly read 
a book. We have what is called a Mobile Library, and 
it is important that something cultural should be 
etablished. I am hoping Chat my remarks will catch 
the eyes of the Trustees ,of the Library and Ulst some 
greater derelopments will take place. My remark  
are most important. 

Mr. SPWINGEB : On the question of the 
'&eightsto;n.n Library i t  is only fair to sap tlratt a 
scheme for the extension of the Librarv is being 
considered. 

Mr. ADAMS : This ma,tter of opening the Pub- 
lic Library at, night waa b r o n ~ h t  $0 the attentim of 
the Trustees previously, but the rationing of electric- 
ity interfered with it. Like the hon. member for St. 
Lucy, I w o ~ ~ l d  like to see the Reading Rooni re-opened 
at  night. I will draw the rermarlis of the hononrable 
member to the attention of the Trwstees. 

Mr. SPRINGER : The Trustees are agreed on 
the matter of re-opening the Reading Room at  gight, 
but they are considering the extension of the service 
of the Library outside before dealing with the service 
i~ the City. When the service outside is completed 
they mill return to the intensification of the service 
in Bridgetown. 

The questicn that the sum of $2,066 Fe ~ o t e d  
under this Head vas  put and resol~ed in the 
affirmative without divis:on. 

FIEAD XXIII-- VEDIC'AL DEPARTMENTS 

The items and the amounts to be voted under 
Sub-head (1)-Office of Chief Medical Officer-were 
read. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that the sum of 
51.025 be voted under this Snb-head. 

Mr. MAPP seconded the motion which was agreed 
h. 

QENERAL SOSPITAL 

The items and the amounts to be voted under 
Sub-head (2)  -General Hospital-were read. 

Mr. ADAMS : T beg to move tha$ the sum of 
%78,280 be voted under' tbk 8ub-head. Hon. mem- 
Gcrs will notice that the addition in the Appendix is 
right but i t  is wrosg in the Fstimates. 

Mr. M k P P  : I beg $0 second that. 
Mr. WILKINSON : I notice &at wr expendi- 

ture is continually going -up and we are not getting 
any satisfaction with the patients at  the Hospital. 
Perhaps tQe hon. senior member for Bt. hseph will 
tell us whether there is any likelihcd that the Scheme 
which was put forw@rd w w  time @go gas soon be put 
into effect. I t  seems to me that the present adminis- 
tr.&kp of the Hospital is not W efficient as i t  should 
be. One hears that the Hospital Board find i t  d ig -  
cpit .to keep any of theii- 8taff. -4 new m a t ~ o n  or a 
new doctor ~ ~ j l 1  arrive there and in a few months ;r 
appears that ?heg bsth wi& to retire AS far QS 1 
kno.., the Staff has never been a full one. The 
state of affairs is not a very happy one there, and I 
hope that ste s have been takep to see that a full and 
efficient Sta A is obtained. I hope that some hon. 
member will reply to that matter. 

Mr. GALE : I quite agree with what the hon. 
junior member for St. James has said. I do n$ 
t h h k  that the General Hospital can really cope with 
the number of patients which are being received. 

The wards are overcrowded, especially the general 
wards. The same thing applies to Pay Ward "A"; 
&ere is a general overcrowding a t  the Eospital. The 
present facilities cannot cope with the number of 
patients who are attending the Rospital in these 
days, and it is an urgent necessity -for the Govern- 
ment to consider the erection of a new Hospital as 
priority No. 1 in any scheme which they are putting 
forward. 

Mr. ADAMS : The idea is to have the adminis- 
tration changed first and after that, the Government 
wi.1~1 give the necessary consideration to the removal 
of the Hospital. I may say, although I know that 
hon. members do not like to hear ab&k the ten-pear 
P k n .  that  'under .this Plan we mill set about 
t.o build a new Hospital. As far  a s  I am aware, 
the designers and the people who have been approach- 
ed a c i a l l y  and unoeicially have intimated that it 

talce some four pears to build a new Hospital. 
A ~ J T ~ O T T ,  we have 20 start early so as  not 
to run ~e whole ten-year period if we geeide to move 
it. I believe that the general feeling is that the 
General Hospital should be removed, but the preselzt 
Government has not reached any decision in  the 
matter. 

Mr. LEMTIS : I think that the hon. junior mem- 
ber for St. James appealed to the members of the 
lIospit,~,l Board to give %i.m some information as to 
the reason why the Staff of the Hospital does not 
seem to be permanent, because there are always resig- ' 
nations and acting appointme~ts taking place a t  the 
Hospital. I know that one reason for that is that 
they are trying to do as much as they can to accommo- 
dste the patients. The hon. member will understand 
that he might have got the impression which he has 
gat ,bec,awe during khe War period it wwas very diffi- 
wlt to get medical personnel. I know that one of the 
reasons why the bon. member might hme  hea_rd about 
the resignations is due to the fault xtf .the people 
themselves, so that cqnnot be altogether at- 
tributed to the Hospital Board. I would like the 
lion. member to know that it is possible for local men 
to get very attractive offers outside and so i t  is very 
diKcult to keep them at  the Hospital. I think that 
the hon. member will accept it from me that the Bar- 
bados General Hospital is certainly not the only 
institution of its kind which has suffered in this way 
in the West Indies. The hon. member will then get 
some idea of the difficuity which is being experienced 
a t  the Hospital. I think that the best has been done 
a$ the Hospital in the circumstances. 

Mr. WILKINS@?rT. I thank the hon. medber 
the information which he has given. There is 

r matter to which I would like to refer. I n  
ndis  to the Estimates on pagz 64 under 
"G. Establishment", we have the items 1 ,  

and repairs to buildings apd plant", 
62,200, and 2, "Workmen's Compensation ", £400. 
It appears that the Hospital is not in a w r y  happy 
position where the repairs to buildings are concerned. 
Recently we passed a vote for the repairs, or I think 
I can say, the reconstruction of a certain building to 
be undertaken by the Pnblic Works Department. 
(4 MEBIBER : The completion of +he Buildirzg). 
Here we are asked to vote the sum of £4,200 in re- 
spect of repairs to buildings. I would-like to know 
under who* supervision these repairs are going to 
be done. We aertainly do not x a n t  a repetition of 
what took place in the last few weeks, 

Mr. SPRINGER: This is not in the SBme cate- 
gory; this is a matter of maintenanoe. W e  haw to 
P@~D& *he buildings and so forth. Last gear the 
amount vohd was S,WO, rtnd owing to lhe imrease 
in thtt p r i m  of bui1cFng material, labour aud sc forth, 
me have had to a& for zn increase of q a o o  this 



year. I that the price of paint has dropped 
We have masons and carpenters to do this work * as in the case of the public employees. This is not 
any question of large-scale planning. 

The question that the sum of aE78,280 be voted 
under this Sub-head was put and resolved in the 
affirmative without division. 

ADDRESS BE SENDING OF WORKERS TO 
U.S.A. POSTPOrJED. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : At this stage I am suggest- 
ing, &. Chairman, that you do now report progrtss 
with leave for the Committee to sit again. We have 
covered a lot of ground to-dsty and we may conclude 
the consideration of the E s t i m a t ~  on Thursday. I 
am suggesting that the House should be asked to deal 
with the Addrees tabled to-day by the honourable 
senior member for St. John. In  support of this 
Address I say that it might be all well and good for 
people who are reasonably placed, and who enjoy 
three square meals a day to view the s.tuation in thls 
colony fairly complacently. Those who keep their 
e m  to the ground know that i t  is not a matter to be 
viewed with any degree of complacency. Unemploy- 
ment is rampant in this colony ; every other man you 
meet is unemployed and within the next six or eight 
weeks the positi~n will be far  worse. There will be a 
short reaping season. Although some of us will be 
inclined to !force the Government into action, we 
must satisfy the public that we are mindful of their 
interests, and that we are placing the control 
and protection of their interests in the most 
competent hands. People who ought to know better, 
and who know better are walking around with 
their cohorts saying that there will be no emigration 
this year. I am very concerned about this matter. 
Within the last few weeks I have spent $15 of my 
own private money in sending cables in connection 
with this question of emigration. I feel that we are 
more than justified in dealing with the Address 
tabled by the honourable senior member for St. John. 
It has been suggested to me by a local Committee 
that members of the community would be willing 
to defray my expenses to leave the colony next week 
1 do not think that it is fair that the people of this 
colony f h o  hardly have any money should be asketl 
to do that. I think that the line of action to be take11 
rtow is to support the Address of which notice was 
given to-day by the honourable senior member for 
St. John. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I think the hononra?$t 
menlhir &odd put his motion into shape. P'' 

Mr. CRAWFORT) : I beg to move L a t  tht 
Chairman do now report progress with lea* for thc 
Committee to sit again. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that. Tb{ 
remarks of the honourable member speak Ifor them 
selves and ther do not need any comment from me. 

Mr. SPRINGER: Judging from the remark 
of the honourable senior member for St. Philip, t h ~  
mound unon which he is now placing the urgenc: 

,e in the hands of yso,plc in whom they haw some 
tonfidence. 

Mr. SPRINGER : I think it is now quite clear 
to to what ',hp I!ono~trabl~ mdmber meana. I bnre 
mly to say this: I haw permissic11 to  say that the 
2overnment has not only decided for some weeks 
low that a delegation would go to ththe United States 
,f America in relation to the question of tfiipation, 
but in fact, several weeks ago the Honourable Colonial 
3ecretary and the Labour Commissioner were 
ippointed to go to the United States of America a t  
he end of last lnonth. It happened that we received 
~dvice from Washington just before the deparlure 
af the Honourable Colonial Secretary to the effect 
that, as the Appropriations have not been dealt with 
by the Senate or by Congress of the United States, 
there was no useful purpose to be served by smiing 
s delegation at that time. A wdek snd a ht~lf ago 
when that reply was conside~d by tlic Government. 
it was further agreed by t l ~  Gover~ln~ent, or rather 
zonfirmed by the Governmeut on the rewmm.endation 
of the honourable senior awubsr  for St. Ph:lip-I 
have permission to say this-that His Exc!:lleucy the 
Governor and the Labour Commi~ioner should go to 
the United States as soon as we receive word from 
Washington that i t  would serve some useful purpose 
to send a delegation. The question, so far as I lmow. 
hm not changed since week before last. If any new 
advices have come, I have not heard them. In any 
event. the decision has been taken that whenever 
advices come, the Governor was authorised by us as 
a Government-we have to seek money fm the Legis- 
lature if necessary-to go along wlth the Labour 
Commissioner to Wmhington a t  the appropriate time. 
Tthe suggestion of the honourable senior member for 
St. Philip was really a confirmation bp the Govern- 
ment because His Excellency hag offered his services 
as a delegate whenever we think i t  necemary for b;m 
to go. On the last occasion when the mattar was 
being considered, the honourable senior member for 
St. Philip himsel~f suggested, when it ;vas n~entioned 
that the Honourable Colonial Swwtary would have to 
go on leave, that no less a person than FIis Excellenry 
the Governor should go to Washinzto~i. A11 of us 
without exception as members of the Government 
accepted that suggestion. When therefore the hon- 
ourable member says that i t  is a matter of extreme 
nrgency that the House should pass this Address 
asking His Excellency to send a delegation to the 
TJnited States of America- 

Mr. CRAWF0R.D : I suggest that the honour- 
able member should read the text of the Address 
before he attetnptc; to quote it. 

Mr. SPRINGER : The Address reads as follows : 

His Excellency the Governor 

1. The House views with deep anxiety the state- 
ment made on the floor of the Assembly a t  its meeting 
on March 4th by the honourable senior member for 
St. Jose~h.  Mr. C.. H. Adams. to the effect that "the 
outlook "for emigration a t  present is not rosy." 

? 
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gf this addreas appears to be, not so much the impor- 
tance of .action being taken by the House in order I 
to pidduw results, but in order that the public might I action should be taken to procure a quota for our 

2. The H O U S ~  is of opinion that e v e 6  possible 

know m d  be assured that something is being done 
on their behalt. 

Mr. C~~~CAWFORD: On a point of order. I 
apologise for the interruption, but I want to make if 
@te clear that my remarks rested on that poillt in the 
first instance, and secondly, and more important, that, 
we' should satisfq- the public that the control and 

workers tc enter the United States this year and 
with this end in view requests that a delegation mm- 
prising Your Excellency, the senior member for St. 
Philip, Mr. MT. A. Crawford, and the Labour Com- 
wissioner Mr. Guy should depart for Wash- 
ington a t  the very earliest possible date in order to 
conduct negotiations with the appropriate authori- 

direction 6f the action which we mould take w d d  ties. 



The name of the honourable senior member for 
St.  Philip is the only addltlon. I do uot know if the 
honourable member is now retferring to the first 
paragraph of the Address a .  the operatibe pr;, IJUL 

  hat does not alter what I have said. How can 
anybody suggest that the Government is nob taliing 
any action in the matter when the Go~ernment has 
already decided not only that a delegation should be 
sent a t  the earhest possible opportunity, but  haa 
mentioned the names of the who are to go; 
and has been told not to send anybody yet? The 
Honourable Colonial Secretary was prepared to go 
to England and it was suggested that he should go 
to the United States of America and let his wife gc 
on to England. I t  was only when we received \.cold 
from Washington that he left by the "Srra,egiat.' 
How can the honourable member say that the Ilouse 
should ;ell the Governor, we are being asked t; 
do to-day, that a delegation shoilla b ,  SCEL IV!~~:I 

everything except the booking of th*? pussages ha. 
already been done f When the Appropmtion: haw 
been paissed and word has been receirctl here. t will 
:;lake no difference to the plalls except the House feels 
that i t  is essential that the honourable senior inem 
ber for St. Philip should go. We have not yet dwid- 
ed that. If it is a matter of urgency that the honour- 
abe member should go, I agree that i t  is very urgent 
As f a r  as sending a delegation compris ng His Excel- 
lency the G~vernor and the Labour Commissioner ir 
concerned, all that has already been decided with 
the full consent and approval of the honourable senio: 
member for St. Philip. I have asked permission tc 
say this because 1 am getting weary of be.ng put in  
such a position when honourable members move t h ~  
passing of Addresses to the Governor from th? flool 
of the House. Matters in Executive Committee arc 
supposed to be confidenti,al and members of that 
t'ommittee are often placed in a position of not doin, 
something which wc: have already agreed to do. I quit 
q r e e  that the public should be kept informed of thes 
matters and if that is the purpose of this Address 
my only comment is that there are otlier ways ir 
which the pnblic could be informcd more appropri 
alely and more forcibly of what is being propwcd 
Just  as I have got permission to-day to mention thes~ 
facts, the honourable member could have got p e r  
mission to publish in the uewspaper or send bj- 
message what has been proposetl and planned to b 
done. I quite agree that publicity .hould be give] 
to the matter; the public Iias the right to know wha 
is happening. If the honourable m-mbw says tha 
people are being told that there i ,  not going to b 
any emigration this year, I cannot imagine who roull 
be carrying about such news, because we ourselve 
lrnow that the prospects of emigration depencl upo 
what the American Senate passes +here the Appr: 
priations are concerned. m e  only purpore of t h ~  
Address is to add the name of the hono~~rablc wnio 
member for St. Philip to the delegatiol\. T V ~ I I D C  

discuss the merits now; but if it is a matter of urper 
cy, it is only that me should discnss whether th 
honourable member sllonld go to Washington or no 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I need only say that pei 
haps the honourable member did not consider---- 

Mr. CRAIFCMAN: I think that llonourabl 
members should debate this matter ~15th as muc 
decorum as possible. We kno15- how easy i t  is to Ic 
misunderstood. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: All I intend to say :S thz 
the honourable member who has just spoken ha 
T am sure not by accident, omitted the most impoi 
t a t  part of my remarks. T l ~ a t  part deals \\i-th tl- 
broad statement that I have b ~ e n  apnroached 113- 
local Committe? vhich has becn set ul, for Inc. piw11w 

~f coUecting fun& in order to defray my expenses to 
vashingb',n. T have told t-leLcl Lhat I did not see 
~ k k ,  out 0: ii.eir meagre savings, if they feel I shculd 
;O to Washington, that they should pay for my 
:=pensas if I am to represent them. That is why 
,his action is being taken to-day. 

Mr. AD@lS; I never thought that i woulcc 
iave uveu ~o near a uember 01 TAUS Assembly get up 
uu scop urgent public business in order that he 
ugh t  get the taxpayers' money voted ior  h l u  to gec 
o America or any W L C , ~  else, I appeal zo the uieu- 
)ers of the Opposition, whatever tileir feeling lnlghl 
)c -cowards the Government, to be men ana  llot ieL 
~ilything like that go forth from this Assembly. We 
~rcu LL p a h  an Executive Coml t t ee  Act for 
nc: p~irpose of stopping these things. We had 
,o pass an Act whereby only members of the Execu- 
m e  Committee can give notice of such measures. 
Here you get the hon. senior member for St. Philip 
,eying that this is an urgent matter; he does not 
hink that the poor people outside should send him 
,o America and he is asking the House to vote money 
:'or him to spend! I appeal to the hon. junior mem- 
3er for St. James whose influence both inside and out- 
,ide the House is tremendous, and whose sense of what 
s proper in  the Assembly will, I am sure, prevent 
him from encouraging, even by his silence, the hon. 
senior member for St. Philip in perpetuating this 
thing. I mould like to congratulate the hon. senioi. 
member for St. George on having put  the position SO 

adnlirably and generously and with that dignity 
which is associated with his every remark. The 11c:i. 
member could have told this Committee that a Cable 
was received from the British Ambassador in Wa-h- 
inpton who sent to say this when Xr. Rankine wonld 
haye altered his visit and fly up. "Cannot recom- 
mend visit by Rankine at  present. Uncertainty as 
to fntnre progranme. Impossible to discuss fnturt 
recruiting possibility." The hon. senior member for 
St. Philip knows all that and insinuates that we who 
know this, bnt only had our lips sealed, are trying to  
stop emigration, when we and he 1~110~  that i t  is impos- 
sible to recruit any worlcers at the present momen;. 
W e  h a ~ e  altvays had to bear these slings and arrows 
that we are qtoppinz emigration when all we are sayin;g 
is that the American Government is not reconlmend- 
ing you to send anybody at  the present moment. What 
has brought me to my feet is to make a direct appeal 
to the members of the Opposition iu this House to Eee 
that the dignity of the House is maintained. No mat- 

age we have reached, when we have 
getting up in this House and asking 

a t  money be voted to be spent 
saying that i t  is a matter of' 

m that money to spend on himself. 
I think i t  is time for some plain .speaking to be done 
whatever the consequences may be. I will not sit 
hem and see matters of that sort being indulped in 
withont any criticism. Rveu if I lose my seat in this 
Assemblv, T lose it with the sense that I have done my 
dutv to the people over a number of years. I am not 
eoing to sit here and enconrase peoale to have 'niph 
hopes of emigration jn a short timr. How can we tell 
wople that there will be emigration in a, short time? 
I anpeal to hon. members who are putting the dignity 
and decency of the House of Assembly of Barbados 
before any other consideration. not to enconrage the 
hon. senior member for  St. Philip in his sug~estion 
to proceed with this Address this afternoon. 'In a n r  
event.-the hon. senior member fot- St. Ceor* has 
pointed o i ~ t  that there is nothing? which the Governor 
can do at the mesent moment. The selection of the 
Gowrnor ac a deleerate to Washineton was made a t  
t h ~  instiration of the hon. senior memher for St. 
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Philip and yet the hon. member is suggesting that this 
Address be passed! I do not think that 1 need say 
anything more to hon. members. The Estimates are 
before the Committee and I suggest that we con- 
tinue with them inasmuch as the Other Place will 
have a grievance if we do not send them up  earlier 
t4an usual. 

Mr. TALMA: I cannot agree with all the 
remarks of the last speaker 

Mr. ADIAMS: I should have mentioned that as 
soon as the situation is clarified we will take the 
necessary steps towards emigration and the hon. 
senior member for St. Philip knows that. 

Mr. TBLMA: I cannot agree wlth all the 
remarks of the hon. member who has just sat down. 
I t  must be borne in  mind that on past occasions 
emigration started about the month of April or there- 
about, and if some attempt is being made actually to 
bring this emigration scheme to fruition, i t  stands to 
reason that we cannot sit here and adopted a Laisscz 
faire policy; we must not leave any stone unturned. 
What we have to remember is that the hon. senior 
member for St. Philip has been, to a great extent, 
mainly responsible for emigration schemes in this 
colony as f a r  as the United States of America is con- 
cerned, and the rank and file in the street feel that 
the hon. senior membec for St. Philip, as a delegat? 
to the United States of America in their interests, 
vi l l  be the type of individual who will leave no stone 
~unturned in trying to secure a quota or in inducing 
His E'xcellency and other Officials who happen to be 
there, to do their utmost for them. The rank and 
file in the street feel that the hon. senior member for 
St.  Philip has been rsponsible for bringing about 
recent emigration schemes and with his presence on 
the delegation they will be satisfied even although 
110 quota may be prailteil This Acldress is a means of 
satisfying the people not only that we are trying to 
bring about the emigration scheme but to see that it 
is done as efficiently as it can be expected to be done. 
The idea of this Address is not that the hon. senior 
member for St.  Philip is spending the taxpayers' 
money; the hon. member is not spending the tax- 
payers' money for his own use. This is a question 
of ~ a y i n g  for travelling expenses, upkeep and so on. 
It is ridiculous to suggest that the hon. member is 
wwiidincr the taxpavem' mcney on himself; that IC 

beside the point. This is not a question of locking 
ur, a prisoner; this is a T~egislative Chamber and facts 
should be faced. The hon. senior member for St.  
Philip does not want to sauander the taxpayers' 
money; he is trying to get this Chamber 
sufficiently large sum of money so that His E x  
the Governor, the Labour Commissioner and 
call proceed to Washington. The hon. me 
an intimate connection in matters relatinc to emipra- 
tion and his heart and soul have alwavs been in this 
111 atter of b r i n ~ i n  p about emigration schemes. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Hon. members must not t a l k  
mhen the debate is going on even if they disagree 
with the hon. member. 

# *  . ~ r y  TALMX: I am accustomed to this be. 
haviour. I am savinp that the hon. senior membez " 

for St. Philip has his heart and soul in this matter 
of emigration. I had the privilege of reading this 

kmorning a letter from Brazil in  connection with 
el%gration. I repeat that this is not a question of 
squa' dering money. (A MEMBER: Nobody has said 
that) This is a question of having a stronger delepa- 
tion going to the United States of dmeriea-one in  

- = which people will have confidence that their interest 
will be represented at every turn. 

Mr. S. A. WAIJCOTT: I am glad that this dis- 
cussion has taken place this afternoon. I have been 

wroaehed by several persons who have asked me 
mout the prospects of emigration and I had 
0 tell them that I did not know what was 
Ping on. I am glad, therefore, that the Gov- 
:rnlilent is doing what it is d o k .  (Cheers). 
What I think that this Address is &g for y an 
5xtra man with those who will be going and that mau. 
9 to be a Labourite. I do not see that any harm will 
m done if this House sent three persons as a delega- 
;ion instead of two. 

Mr. DOWDIWG : I cannot say that I am pleased 
ibout this situation as regards emigration; it is a most 
urgent situation in this island a t  the present moment. 
A few months ago when we were all electioneering, 
211 we heard about was emigration, emigration! but 
what has been done in the meantime Z Nothing a t  all. 
Of what use are cables? We want to keep in personal 
touch with any part  of the world where our people 
s m  go. To say that we are pleased with the present 
jituatlon is to absolutely let the people down. It is 
lime that we stop taking advice from so-called experts 
m d  get something done in the interest of the people 
m-here enligraticn is concerned. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I agree that this discussion 
this afternoon has done a great deal of good. Mem- 
bers of the House who are not members of the Execu- 
tive Committee have learnt much more this afternoon 
than we knew a fortnight ago. We have learnt that 
the Government is trying to keep i n  touch with the 
people in the IJliited States of America, and had 
gone so far  m to arrange for the Colonial Secretary 
to go up  there. I do not think that this discussion 
has done any harm at all. The members of the 
Government know that it is our feeling that  the hon. 
senior member for St. Philip should also proceed t o  
Rlashington. I would not go so f a r  a s  to say that it 
is necessary now to pass this Address this afternoon. 
We have had the matter fully ventilated. I do not 
think that a t  this hour we should have any discussion 
nn t hk  12rldress. I support the motion that the 
Chairman do now report progress and ask for leave 
for the Committee to sit again with the idea of 
ooing home W? have already to comc 
back here on Thursday and the majority of ns in- 
tend to keep that promise. It is i~ow after five o'clock 
and T think that we are all tired and want to go 
home. 1 think that we should adiourn at this stage. 

Mr. IclOTTLEY: Out of evil cometh g o d .  
remarks of the honourable senior member for St. 
George are v e n  illuminating. Most of us will agree 
that W? vere groping in the dark until the honourable 
member spoke. 'The honourable member has given us 
sll the l~eeessary information relative to this question 
c,f emigration and i t  seems to me that if it is the 
desire of the people of this country that a member 
cf a labour organization, whether i t  be the Leadel* of 
c,ne party or  that of the other, should accompany the' 
persons ~ h o  have been selected to look after their 
interests, I cannot see anything wrong with thar. 
whether that member be the honourable senior m m -  
her for St. Philip, the honourable senior member for 
St. Georgs or the honourable senior member f o r  St. 
Joseph, I would like to see something done for the 
people immediately just as anybody else in this House. 
If the information which has been given us this after- -- - 
noon is correct, and lit take i t  that i t  is correct, i t  
strikes me that something should be done more quick- 
!y. If. as has been explained this afternoon, the 
Ilead of the Administration and the Labonr Com- 
missioner have been d e c t e d  to go to Washington, I 
cannot see anybody inside or outside the House dis- 
~g ree ing  with that. If  the statement by the honour- 
able senior member for St. Philip is correct, that 



it  deputation waited upon him and suggested that he 
should go to Washington and the honourable member 
is merely suggesting that, rather than go alone, he 
~hou ld  accompany His Excellency and the Labour 
Comm'issioner, tliere is nothing wrong with that. I 
am very glad to know, from the information which 
we hare got, that some steps are being taken in re- 
gard to this matter of emigration. I am not casting 
any aspersions on any section of this House by saying 
that any one section is more interested in getting peo- 
ple of this colony to the United States of America 
than another. (Hear, hear), Everyone is 'interested 
in seeing that people get there. I think that we should 
Pgree to the motion that the Chairman do now report 
progress with leave for the Committee to sit again. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Tbe question is that I do 
now report progress with leave for the Committee to 
sit again, I-Ionourable members in favour of thdt 
will please say "Aye", those against will please say 
"No." I think the "Ayes" have it. 

The CHAIRMAN reported the passling of one Reso- 
lution, the consideration of several Heads of the 
Estimates and that the Committee had asked for leave 
to sit again. 

The House resumed. 

-*T ., 
T H E  AWOURNMENT 

Mr. ADAUS : In  view of the hour and in view 
of the fact that honourable members have .promlised 
to come back here on Thursday, we may adjourn a t  
this stage. The Order Paper will remain the same. , . , 

I beg to more that this House do now adjourn until 9 ,  . 
Thursday nest, the 13th day of March, 1947, at 
twelve o 'clock noon, 

Dr. (,UMMINS: I beg to second that. 

Dr. WILSOK: I ask leave that my Addraes be 
made the first Order of the Day under Private Mem- 
bers' Business a t  the next meeting of the s o m e .  

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

'The question that this House do now adjourn 
until Thursday next, the 13th day of March, 1947, 
at twelve o'clock noon was put  and resolved in  the 
affirmative without division. 

\The House was accordingly adjourned to meet 
on Thursday next, the 13th day of March, 1947, at 
twelve o'dock noon. 




