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1946—1948

HQUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 25¢h March, 1947.

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 12 o’clock noon to-day.

Present:™

His Honour Mr. G. B. EveLyn (Speaker), His
Honour Mr. J. E.'T. BRaANCKER, (Deputy Speaker),
Mr. J. T. C. Ramsay (Chatrman of Committees),
Dr. J. A. LeV, WiLson, Messrs. A. B, 8. Lewis, M. E.
Cox, D. A. FosTER, R. G, Mapp, H. W, SPRINGER, M.A.,
G. H. Apams, B.A., H. D. Brackman, W, A,
CrRAWFORD, J. A. HAYNES, B.A,, and V. C. GALE.

PRAYERS AND MINUTES.

Prayers are read and the Minutes of the meeting
which was held on the 18th March, 1947, having been
circulated are taken as read and confirmed.

Messers. S. A. WarLcorT and E. D. MoTTLEY enter
the House and take their seats.

DOCUMENT.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform,
the House that I have received the Report of thv
Inspector of Trees for the parishes of St. James an .
St. Joseph respeetively. -

PAPERS LAID.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—I have the honour
to lay on the table of the House the following
Papers:—

Message No. 10/1947 from His Excellency the
(Jovernor informing-the Honourable House of Assem-

‘bly, with reference to the Address from the Honour-

sble House, that Dr. C. Y. Shephard has been appoint-
ed to undertake an enquiry with the following terms
of reference :—‘To recommend the method by which
the price of canes should be caleulated.”

Message No. 11/1947 from His Excellency the
Governor informing the Honourable the House of
Asgembly, with reference to the Address from the
Honourable House dated the 18th March, that as
the result of advice which has just-been received in
s telegram from Washmgton he is proceedihg to
Washington today by a1r accompamed by the Labour
Commissioner. ,

|

Report of the British Union il Gompany Limii-
ed on Geological Investigations of the Ground-water
Resources of Barbados, B.W.I.

Statement showing Customs and Excise receipts
for the ten months ended 31st January, 1947.

Statement of advances to Colonial Postmaster
for the payment of Money Orders to 28th Feruary,
1947,

Ten Year Development Plan for Barbados, 1945-
56,

NOTICES.

Mr. CRAWFORD gave a notice on behalf of
the Government as follows:—

A Bill to authorize the payment of an additional
pension to Juliap Hyde Gittens,

Other Notices are given as follows:—

Mr. BRANCKER: Of the following Address:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency the Governor

The House of Assembly begs to draw to the

| attention of His Excellency the inadequacy of the

-cmuneration fixed for certain offices and positions
in the Department of Highways and Transport, viz:—

8 (1) the Executive Engineer;

(2) the Stone Clerk;

(3) watchman; and

(4) the unestablished staff and casual labourers.

2. The House begs to point to the fact that the
office of ‘‘Executive Engineer” yet remains vacant
due, as appears very probable, to the unattractiveness
of the salary to a properly qualified Engineer. Such
vacancy adversely affects the output of road work
undertaken by this Department.
. 8. The House further draws to the attention of
Government the fact that the person presently em-
ployed as ‘‘ Superintendent Mechanie” is only a part
time employee of the Department, he being also an
employee in the Harbour and Shipping Miaster’s
Department, a state of affairs this Houge depreeat°s

.and invites the Government to take appropriate action

to remedy before the introduction of the next Colonial
Estimates,

4, The House further is of opinion that the
allowance for labourers of the Department who work

‘with tar and oil is too low and meritg substantla]

increages.

5. The House bringg the’ foregomg matters
specifically to the notice of the Governor in order that
His Excellency shall take urgent steps to cause to be
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introduced this Session in the Legislature of the
Colony Resolutions or/and Bills to make provision
for appropriate increases in respect of the salarieg and
wages appertaining to the offices and positions men-
tioned in the foregoing paragraph.

Mr, Dowping enters the House and takeg his seat,

Mr. BRANCKER: Of the following Address:—
The House of Assembly
To

His Excellency The Governor

This House views with deep concern the im-
pending threat of reduction or remowal of Imperial
Preference, as it is the opinion of thig House that
such action will adversely affect the prosperity of thig
Island and the standard of living of persons of every
section in this Colony.

BILL READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Mr. CRAWFORD, seconded by
Mr. Apams, A Bill to authorize the payment of an
additiomal pension to Julian Hyde Gittens is read a
first time.

Mr. WARD enters the House and takeg his scat,

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

‘Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day is
to resume Committce of Supply to consider the grant
of sums of money for the service of the Government,

Mr., Speaker lcaves the Chair and the House
goes into Committee of Supply, Mr. RaMsay being
in the Chair,

SUBSIDIZATION OF SUGAR,

Mr., ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,—The first Reso-
lution is for the sum of £17,000 to be placed at the
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to
mect the cost of subsidizing sugar manufactured for
Jocal consumption during the year 1947.

At the outset let me say that when this decision
was taken in Exccutive Commiittee certain thinygs
had pnot yet happened that have subsequently hap-
pened; this makes it necessary for us to ask for
an amendment of the £17,000 to £21,000, and honour-
able members will see, after I have made my explana-
tion, that £6,000 of the amount will be recoverabld
Put briefly, the decision of the Government in this
Until the whole question of subsidization is examined
anew, the general policy of the Government is to
make every attempt to lower the cost of living with
which the question of subsidization is bound up and
this Resolution has for its object the keeping down
of living expenses, although at first sight the increase
might appear to be small. When it is considered
that the consumer has to pay the new price which
the producer will be getting it will mean that as
far as sugar manufactured for local consumption is
concerned the price would be advanced by half cent
‘per Ih. I repeat that thig increase seems small but
the Government has taken this decision in view of

its general policy and in order to prevent a rige '
in the cost of living and it has now been calculated -

that the sum of £21,000 will be needed for the pur-
pose. Dr. Saint and the Attorney General have gone
very carcfully into the matter which, as honourable
members will realize, involves, in the actual work-~
ing-out, much complication and a careful definition,
among other things of what is sugar intended for
local consumption. Dr. Saint has prepared a memn-
randum which forms the basis of such legislation

as will be necessary and I will tell honourable mem-
bers, as fully as I can from his memorandum, how
it is proposed to carry out this scheme. All sugars
manufactured for direct consumption during the
coming year should be subsidized at the rate of £2
per ton. It is estimated that the quantity of this
sugar which will be manufactured will be in the
neighbourhood of 10,000 tons, so that the sum of
£20,000 will be required; it is estimated that there
are about 2,000 tons of 1946 direct consumption
sugars in stock, making a tctal of 12,000 tons, f
which about 3,000 tons will be exported to neighbour-
ing West Indian colonies. A tex of £4. 15 will be
paid into the Treasury to cover the £2. 15. for special
purposes and £2 for subsidy for each ton of direct
consumption sugars exported. In that way, we shaii
get back about £6,000 from the quantity of direct
consumption sugars exported to neighburing colonies.
It is suggested, in, view of the difficulty of drawing
any definite dividing line between direct consump-
tion sugars and other sugars—the junior member for
St. James will be able to help the House even; more
than I can on this point—that direct eonsumption
sugars shall be defined as sugars as may be so de-
termined by the Director of Agriculture. ‘‘Direct
consumption’’ obviouly means local consumption but

| sugars speeifically manufactured for local consump-

tion may also be exported and in effect will be ex-
ported, as honourable members know that there are
certain colonies which have been buying some of our
direct consumption sungars for a number of years

and are waiting to buy next year. It is proposed

that direct consumption suga s will be permiticd
export on the presentaticn of c¢xport licences to the
Comptroller of Customs which may be granted by
the Chairman of the Sugar Produection and Export
Control Board on production of a receipt from the
Treasury showing that the sum of £4. 15. per ton
has been paid on the quantity of sugar for which
the export licence is required. I hope that ig clear
to honourable members., The subsidy for direct con-
sumption sugars will be paid to the purchaser on
production of a certificate signed by the Chemist
and the Manager of the factory and countersigned by
the purchaser stating that the quantity of sugar has
been manufactured for direet consumption and bought
for this purpose by the purchaser. The owner - f
every factory will ba required to make a return to
the Sugar Production and Export Contrcl Board
ach month of the quantities off direet consumption,
ark crystal and molasses sugars that have been
anufactured, and the total amount of direet con-
sumption sugars so returned as manufactured will
be balanced with the amounts subsidized. Monthly
returns, it is also propcsed, should be made to the
Controller of Supplies by Commisgion Merchants
showing the amounts of direet consumption sugars
delivered to each dealer with the names of the deal-
ers and the amounts delivered. The dealers will make
returns showing the amounts of direct consumption
sugar received by them from Commission Merchants
with the names of the Commission Merchants and
the amounty of sugar; also the amountg of direct
consumption sugars delivered to shopkeepers with
the names and addresses of the shopkeepers and the
amounts delivered and the shopkeepers equally must
make monthly returns showing the amounts of diree:
consumption sugars purchased by them and the names
of the dealers with the amounts purchased from each.
By thig means, a check will kept on the Commission
Merchants, the dealers and the ghopkeepers. T think,
perhaps, I should give the reason for the extra £4,000
because it is a fact which should be made known' to

>
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this Committee. No special or official communication
‘wag made to any particular manufacturer but as hon-
ourable members know much of this sugar is manu-
factured. by Searles Factory and it ig pointed out
by that Company that inasmuch as it takes 106 tous
of raw sugar to manufacture 100 tons of their
‘‘special” which is direct consumption sugar, they

will be losing; that they will not be making the same
profits which they made this year, Dr. Saint has
taken that into comsideration and hag revised our
estimate, putting up to us the necessity for asking
for thig extra £4,000 which brings the sum to £21,000
but at the same time pointing out that about £6,000
will come back to us from neighbouring West Indiaa
Colonies. I do not know that at this stage I can
tell honourable memberg any more, except to say this,
I am really repeating what I said in my opening
remarks. The Government ig very much concerned
over the amount of money that we are spending on
subsidization; the Government is very much coun-
cerned over discovering ways and means of cheapen-
ing the cost of living without necessarily having sub-
sidization on a large scale and equally it is very much
concerned with the question of what are and what
are not legitimate profits and legitimate mark-ups.
In the meantime and until the whole question has
been investigated it is proposed—the proposal will
come before the House shortly—that subsidization
should be continued an the same basis as has been
observed during the past 4 or 5 years. I may tell hon-
ourable members that the proposal which will socn
come before the House in respeet of subsidization
will not be for a sum for six months but for three
months. I mention that to show that the Govern-
ment is very much eoncerned, however much it may
like to help the workingclass, as to what is an appro-
priate allceation for this or that public servies,
one of which is subsidization. I now beg to move
that this Resolution do now pass and, again, I assurc
honourable members that it is merely carrying out the
general policy of subsidization which has been ac-
cepted by previous Houses and previous Govern-
ments and which will be revised speedily.

Dr. CuMumiNs enters the House and takes his
seat.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second the motion.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—There are many
memberg in this House who no doubt have some ex-
pert advice to offer in connection with this Resolution, ,
so I am going to speak early in order that they may’
help me when they do speak. This proposal, Sir, Z
caused me no end of trouble in trying to understa
it. I have been told that the staple product of this
island is sugar and that we derive our prosperity,
revenue and everything else from sugar; therefore,
I feel that when we come to the point of subsidizing
sugar, we are subsidizing sugar with sugar. It is
somewhat parodoxical. I would like to say at the
outset that I would be the last person to do anything
to raise the cost of living, even by a half cent, io
the working classes of this colony but it seems to
me that the subsidizing of sugar may be a very
dangerous thing. You might get off half cent in this
instance but to provide the tax for this £17,000 or
£21,000 you might pay more than half cent on some-
thmg else of which the people use a greater quantlty
We have to be careful. I would like the senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph to tell me whether there is only
one grade of sugar sold locally. I think he has al-
ready explained the sugar that is shipped to other
islands and T would like to know whether it would
not be cheaper to export all our sugar and import
some from one of the islands (Laughter) It sounds

like something for honourable members to laugh at
but if you are going to get £2. 15 more for the sugar
you scnd out of the island, you may negotiate with
one of the islands for the purchase of sugar to b2
sold prebably at half cent per 1b. less than what 1t
is sild at now. I am just throwing that out as a
hint. A year or two ago I asked in this House
whether we were not then subsidizing sugar out of
the equalization fund as I hea:d that we were doing
s0. Anyhow, let us say that we are going to sub-
sidize sugar. Can the honourable member help me
with this? Is the principle that of subsidizing an
article at the price you can get for it? I think you
should subsidize an article on the basis of itg cost
of produection, not at the price that somebody will
pay you for it. If somebody offerg you £3 per ton
more than what the article costs are you going to sub-
sidize it at that ficure? This whole question of sub-
sidizing sugar will be bound up with the cost of man-
ufacturing sugar and if you make allowance for a
reasonable manufacturing cost and a reasonable profit,
that is all that is needed, not to come to the House and
ask it to subsidize sugar because somebody will pay
you £2. 15 per ton more for it. I am going to make a
suggestion to the senior member for St. Joseph,
provided this debate continues and honourable mem.
bers are not satis fied in mind ag to the rights of the
principle on which this Resclution is based. My sug-
gestion is that we report progress and ask leave to sit
again and that a Select Committee be appointed to go
into the matter with the Director of Agriculture and
others who have worked out this scheme and are more
acquainted with the details of it; so that if honourable
memberg vote for or against it they will know the
grounds on which they do so. I must say that I am
very hazy and perturbed over the matter.

Mr. 8. A. WALCOTT: 1 too. Sir, have to say
that this Resolution has confused me. I cannot quiie
understand what it is all about. I would like the
people’s food subsidized so that they can obtain it
cheaper but the right articles should be subsidized,
not an article which we produce. How does it look
to the outside world if we say that the price
of sugar ig too dear? because if we subsidize
sugar, we will be saying that sugar is costing ug too
much. How does it look to the Imperial Government
who is helping us if we say that the price of sugar
is too dear? I should prefer to see such articles as
[ Aice and stockfeed subsidized, not an article which
We QTOW; imported articles should be subsidized.
That is the first point I would like to make, The
next point is that £2. 15. per ton will be lost to the
sugar industry and it is proposed that of that £2. 15.
per ton, £1. 15 per ton should be placed to a Price
Stabilization Fund, £1 per ton to a Capital Rehabiki-
tation Reserve Fund and 10/- per ton to a Labour
Welfare Fund. Well now, Sir, for any Government,
particularly a Labour Government to say that the
_industry that supports Barbadog is to be robbed of
£2. 15. per ton, ig in my opinion, somewhat hard. T
cannot see how that could possibly be right. T repeat
that it is nothing but robbery. If honourable mem-
berg would refer to the addendum to the Resolution
they will see that it is stated that it ig not proposed
to colleet the amount of £2. 15, per ton om sugar:
from this island........ 7 Well, if they are not going
to collect that amount on sugar that is manufactured
for local consumption, then the sugar that is exported
to St. Vineent, for instance, will get the bencfit of
that £2. 15. per ton. If the Imperial (Fovernm nt
which has given ug this price made the stipulation
that this amount be allocated to these speeial funds

for the benefit of the sugar industry, how then can

manufactured for local consumption and nct exported -
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this Government take that amount away from the
industry? £1.5 per ton is for a Price dtabillza.ion
Reserve Fund, which meang that every sugar grower,
Jarge and small, will be able to pay a better wage to
the worker. The £1 per ton for the Capita] Rehab-
ilitation Reserve Fund will mean better machinery
and that will result in a better price for caneg because
the better the machinery, the less caneg it will take
to produce a ton of sugar. And now comes the most
unkindest cut of all,—the proposed deprivation of
the Labour Welfare Fund of 10/- per ton! Well,
Sir, I cannot see how 4 Labour Government could do
a thing like that. I do not think that any Govern-
ment—Conservative or otherwise—should suggest
that the sugar industry of this island should be
robbed of thig £2.15 which forms part of the increaszed
price which has been offered to us for our sugar. I
have said enough for the present and, if necessary,
I shal] speak again.

Mr. WARD: Mr. Chairman,—I tco am not con-
vinced that it ig necessary for us to subsidize sugar.
As the junior member for the City has said, the
réason why we subsidize commodities ig becauss we
feel that they are too expensive for the community
to buy. If we subsidize sugar it is tantamount to
saying that the price of sugar is too high and, there-
fore, we should give the people some assistance to en-
able them to tide over the difficulty. To my mind,
this proposal is a great slap to the taxpayers in
Great Britain. They have given us this preference,
this increase in the price of our sugar, to enable us to
raise our people’s standard of living and this Govern-
ment is saying ‘‘Oh, no! that will not do. We will
use thig money to subsidize the same sugar which the
British Government has already subsidized.”” Now,
Sir, the British Government who is buying our sugar
ig paying us £4.15 per ton extra for it in order to help
our people and this Government is saying *‘Give £2.15
of this money to the people who produce our sugar
by way of subsidy.” I feel that it is the most ridicu-
ious proposition T have heard for quite a while. Thig
same Government, a few months ago, absolutley re-
fused to subsidize rice, an imported commodity which
the people use in greater quantities and now it is pro-
posing that sugar which the people themselves pro-
duce, the main product of the island, should be sub-
sidized. It is-absolutely impossible, Sir, to speak as
one feels on aproposdl of thig sort; it is enly a politi-
eal manosuvre. This Government disenvered that it
made a desperate mistake by not subsidizing rice and

people of this country and make thern beliéve that it
is trying to do something for them when it is actually
squeezing them because as the junior member for the
City has said, it may pay us better to sell the sugar and
then import it. As the senicr member for St. James
has said, the Government proposes to take away ffom
a Price Stabilization Reserve Fund £1.5. per ton, £1
per ton from a Capital Rehabilitation Reserve Fund
and 10/- per ton from a Labour Welfare Fund,—some-
thing which the British Government has stated should
be done; that is what this Government proposes to do.
If that were done and I were a British taxpayer 1
would say ‘““We are helping the sugar industry in
the West Indies to too great an extent because we
are giving them mors money to help their people and
they are taking that mohey to subsidize the same
commodity whi¢h they are manufacturing.”’ There
1s much more I would liké t6 say but I know there
are other honourabl members who would like to speak
on the subject. so T will stop for the present.

Mr. WILKINSON: T am delighted to- know,
Mr. Chairman. that the Qoveérninent ig concerned
ever the subsidization of the people’s food: it ix de-
l.lghtﬁ}l that in lcse than three months the Govern-

] > ' , L @Mof sugar manufactured for lodal consumption.
it. comes now with this proposal to camouflage the §
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ment has made a change in that direction. T}xe
| Government did not hestitate to Increase the price
of rice by 50 per cent. but as far as sugar which is
consumed at the rate of 46.8 eents per annum
per person is concerned, it proposes to sub-
sidize it. If we take the Government’s own fig-
. ures, the local consumption of sugar in'the island is
1.8 pound per person per week and that ineludes such
luxuries as pastries, confectionery and so on. Well,
“as I say, Sir, sugar is consumed locally at the rate of
.9 centg per person per week or 46.8 per person per
annum and to inerease the price by half eent per lb.
will not result in such a substantial sum to the pro-
ducer when you eonsider that the British Govern-
ment hag inereased the price of sugar in order to help
us and we have increased the cost of labour by about
30 per cent. To give a subsldy on 46.3 cents per
annum, in addition, would be a most generous act
on the part of this Government. The point of view
that I take is that this proposal is really immoral.
Two previoug speakers have emphasized that point bat.
I do not think that it can be overemphasized. Here
we have the British taxpayer putting up £4. 15 per
ton extra for our sugar to enable us to pay more for
labour, to pay additiorial cost of supplies and to put
aside a certain amount of money for stabilization
in case the sugar market collapses in the future,
a certain amount for improved machinery and a
certain amount for social welfare purposes. What
is proposed by this Labour Government? It is pro-
posed that we should not colleet it all; it is proposed
vnat the producer of the sugar that is consumed loeally
should not get the benefit of £4. 15 per ton but only
£2 per ton. Well that is the most ridieulous thing
I have ever heard and I think it is absolutely immoral,
We are to subsidize an item which ig grown in this
island! We have put forward cur claims year after
vear showing our inereased costs and the British Gov-
ernment hag generously met our demands, and here,
as the junior member for the City has said, we are
going to subsidize the very thing on which we depend.
We grow sugar and we are going to subsidize it! I
have never heard such a proposal in my life. It is
immmoral for us to subsidize our sugar now that we
have successfully begged and dre continuing to beg
the British Government to give ug more money to
endble us to put the industry on a better footing.
There is another point and that ig what the senior
member for St. Joseph has said about the exporting
Th':
\Accoustics in thig Chamber seem to be very difficult
owadays but if I understand him correctly I gather
tiMt the £4. 15 will be taken off the amount of the
subsidy.  That. to my mind, is also immoral; the
whole thing is immoral. What we should do is to
postpone the further consideration of this Resolution
until the Bills referred to in the Governor’s Message
No. 9/1947—the Bills for the establishment of the
Price Stabilization Reserve Fund, the Capital Rehab-
ilitation Reserve Fund and the Labour Welfare Fund
—come down from the Government. We do not know
on what lines those Bills will be drawn and I suggest
to the senior member for St. Joseph to postpone the
further consideration of this Resolutien until they
are laid before this House. I really cannot‘under-
stand how the members of the Bxecutive Committee
could again allow themselves to be persuaded by the
ships that pass in the night. There is an expression
on the wharf—and a lot of humour can come from
the wharf—that we have had five years of bush tea
and we ave now going to get a series of blood trans-
fusions. (Tanehter). ,

; Mr. ADAMS: Before any other honourable
member speaks I would like to say this to those
members who have made the criticisms that the Gov-

.-
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ernment is politically maneeuvring or camouflaging
or is immoral. The Government would feel sirange
if expressions like that were not hurled at it. The
Government is trying its best to keep the cost of
living as low ag possible and it considered that this
is one of the ways to do so. I hope there ig 1o
political camouflaging by honcurable members of th
Conservative Group whose hearts are bleeding to-
day for the British taxpayer but that when the In-
come Tax Bill comes down they will talk and not be
silent so as to help the British taxpayer. I am sug-
gesting to honourable members that the duty of the
Opposition is at least to be helpful in their critie-
ismis but not to assign motives of the sort which
they have imputed, especially to a Government like
this that is asbolutely determined to examine every
matter that is for the good of the community, in the
light of the ability of the community to pay, that
ability necessarily having some reference to the in-
comes of people in the lowest income groups. This
Resolution has been before the House for some time
and hcnourable members must have had conferences
with others connected with the sugar industry and,
maybe, even connected with the Government and they
should know that nothing in this proposal is in any
way going to interfere with the scheme for stabiliza-
tion, rehabilitation or labour welfare ; merely to throw
that at us is to accuse ug not of being immoral but
of having sawdust stuck into our heads instead of
grey matter, .

The CHAIRMAN: The Chair did not under-
stand the honourable junior member for St. James
to suggest that the Government ig¢ immoral; he is
saying that the proposal is immoral,

Mr. ADAMS: It is very difficult for a person
to put forward an immoral proposal without being
immoral himself. I am perfeetly willing if honourable
members have those ideas now—ideas which obvieusly
were formied before they heard the Government’s
point of view and to which they are holding strongly
—to secept the suggestion of the junior member for
the City that a Select Committee be appointed to
interview Dr. Saint and any other persons who may
be helpful in giving information on the subject. It
is no gocd telling the Government about -subsidizing
rice and stockfeed; we may come around to the sub-
sidization of khaki pants which the scnicr member
for St. Andrew has been alwayg advocating. The
Government has told this Committee that this Resolu-
tion has been brought merely in keeping with thf
prineiple established by previous Governments a¥..
accepted by previous Houseg during the War and
the Government would not be so stupid as to drcam
even of attempting to ram anything down the throats
of honourable members who, as I say, have evidently
made up their minds before they heard the Govern-
ment’s point of view. I think that the suggestion
of the junier member for the City is an excellent
one and when the Housc resumes I shall make a
motion for the appointment of a Select Committee
1o consider and report on this matter. I would just
like to point out that the merchents are anxious tn

get the matter settled, so that the members who are

appointed on that Committee should meet promptly
and submit their report as guiskly as possible. T
intend to postpone the further consideratioq of this
Resolution and proceed with the next Resolution.

RESOLUTION TO PAY SALARIES OF ARCHITECT AND
PLANNING OPFICER AND HIg STAPF.

Mr. ADAMS: The next Resolution is for the |

sum of £3,861 to be placed at the disposal of the

Governor-in-Executive Committee to provide for the
" payment of the swiaries any other expenses of the
- Avchiteet and Planning Officer and the staff of hig
office nwtil the 8Lst Marsh, 1948,

Mr. MOTTLE (. 1| would like to kanow, Mr.
Chairman, what is happening.

The CHAIRMAN: The hononrable senior member
for St. Joseph is in charge of Government Business:
He has postponed the further consideration of the
first Resolution relating to the subsidization of supar
and is proceeding to the next Resolufion and I rule
that he is in order to do so.

Mr. MOTTLEY: All right, Sir,

Mr. ADAMS: As the addendum to this Resolu-
tion states this House has already in its reply to a
Message from the Acting Governor approved of the
proposals for the appointment of an Architeet and
Planning Officer to suceeed Mr. L. DeSyllas and for
the provision of the necessary staff and equipment
and thig Resolution.

Mr. WARD: On a point of Order.

The CHAIRMAN: Before any henourable
wmember speaks I should like to say that it has been
drawn to my attention that the senior member for
St. Joseph should have asked for and obtained the
leave of the House to postpone the further consider-
ation of the Resolution relating to the subsidization
of sugar.

VOICES: That sounds better,

The CHAIRMAN: The only person who has
never made a mistake is the person who has never had
anything to do. (Launghter).

Mr. ADAMS: I have been in this.House long
enough to have seen divers rulings on this point.
With great respect, Mr. Chairman, I ask leave to
postpone the further consideration of the Resolution
relating to the subsidisation of sugar,

There being no objection the honourable member
is granted the leave asked for and the Resolution
is postponed.

Mr. ADAMS: I was saying that the Resolution
for the sum of £2,861 i to provide the neeessary
funds to meet the cost of the salaries and other
expenses of the Architect and Planning Officer and
the staff of his office until the 31st March, 1948. I
would just like to remind honourable members that
it is hoped that he will come speedily beecause we
Aesire that he should be here before Mr. DeSyllas
leaves. T beg to move that the Resolution do now
pas

S,
Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to second that.

Mr, LEWIS: I would just like to enquire from
the senior member for St. Joseph whether it is pro-
posed to keep the same staff and the same equipment
which Mr. DeSyllas has or whether we are going to
increase the persomnel and the equipment. T would
have liked to have had more details in the addendum.
If T am voting for the retention of the staff and the
same equipment I will not mind, but if the staff ig to
be increased and the equipment enlarged I would
have liked to have been given more details in the
addendum.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,—I have not the
file here but the details were all get out in the Acting
Governcr’s Message and the House approved of them
aftor a Select Committee considered the Message and
submitted its report. Thig is purely formal. The
‘Houge having stated that it approved of the pro-
‘posals, this Resolutior has becn sent down to carry
ﬁthem intp effect.

‘ The question that this Resolution do now pass is
put and resolved in th: affrmative without division.
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EX GRATIA GRANT TO EDGAR EDWARDS.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The next Resolution, Sir,
is for the sum of £57. 5. 10 for the purpose of grant-
ing an ex gratig payment representing one month’s
salary for each completed year of service, within
the pensionable age limit, as a casual employee in the
Public Works Department, to Edgar Edwards. The
addendum explaing the matter. Edwards was em-
ployed until the 25th October, 1946, when he ceased
to work on medical grounds and it is proposed to
pay him a grant based on one month’s salary for each
completed year of service within the pensionable age
limit. He was not a permanent employee of the
Public Works Department but he was a member of
one of the gangs that obtained employment fairly
regularly. Now that he hag retired on the grounds of
ill health and has no means of sulsistenez the Gov-
ernment proposes to give him this grant. I.may say
that there is procedent for it. We have in the past
given grants of this sort to employees of the Public
Works Department who resigned on grounds of il
health after working for a number of yearg in the
Government Service. I beg to move that this Resolu-
tion do mow pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN: T beg to second that.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
is put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

On the motion of Mr. Apawms, seconded by Mr.
SPRINGER, the Chairman reports the passing of two
Resolutiong and the postponement of one in Commit-
tee of Supply and asks leave to sit again,

The House resumed and on the motiong of Mr.
Apams, seconded by Dr. Cummixs, the two Resolu-
tiong which are passed in Committee of Supply are
read a first and a second time and are agreed to.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 88

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—I ask leave to
take Order No. 11 as the next Order.

Mr. SPEAKER: I refer the honourable member
to Rule 88 which says infer alig that no Resolution
shall be removed from itg position on the Order
Paper, so as to have precedence of other business, ex-
cept the mover thereof shall have given notice at
the previous meeting of the House of his intention to
ask for leave to do so.

Mr. ADAMS: TIn that case, Mr. Speaker, I a3l
leave to move the suspension of Rule 88 in order to
proceed with Order No. 11,

There being no objection ; the honourable member
is granted leave to proceed.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 88 be
;?spilided in order to be able to proceed with Order

0. 11,

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to seecond that.

The question that Rule 88 be suspended is put
and wesolved in the affirmative without division.

COST OF LIVING ALLOWANCE TO
EMPLOYEES OF THE GOVERNMENT
SAVINGS BANK

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order standg in the
name of the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph,— To move the passing of the following
Resolution :(—

Resolved that with effect from the 1st day of
April, 1946, and until the 31st of March, 1948, a
cost of living allowance be paid to

(a) officers in the full time service of the Savings

Bank who receive their salaries from the
funds of the Bank

(b) officers who retired from the full time ser-

viee of the Bank at any time between the

1st day of April, 1946, and the date of the
passing of this Resolution in circumstances
rendering them eligible for the grant of a
pension or gratuity
at the rates, and subject to the terms, conditions and
exceptions set out in the schedule to this Resolutioa.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker,—The Savings Bank
is worked under a speeial Act and the Resolution
which we have passed giving a cost of living aliow-
ance to public officers doeg not include the employees
of the Bank; therefore, it is neccssary to bring for-
ward this Resoluticn, The rates, terms, conditions and
exceptions are the same ag those in respect of other
branches of the Service. I beg to move that this
Resclution be now approved of.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

Mr. GALE: I am not opposing this Resolution
because I think it is fitting that the allowanee be
granted to the employees of the Bank but anybody
who visits the Savings Bank must come to one of
two conclusions,—either that it is understaffed or the
premises in which its business is being done are t00
small.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that this is the
oecasion to go into that phase of the matter.

Mr. GALE: I was only endeavouring to bring
it to the notice of the Government.

Mr. BRANCKER: I just want to say that I
welcome this or* any other Resclution to provide for
the payment of a cost of living allowance. I am
glad to see that the Government comes with this Reso-
lation but I would like it to know that I have not
given up hope and am still looking forward to the
time when it will have a change of heart in respect
of the cost of living allowance to the unestablished
staff of the Highways and Transpoert Department.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member
knows that those remarkg are out of order.

The question that this Resolution be now ap-
proved of is put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

FACTORIES BILL POSTPONED

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands in the
name of the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph,—Second reading of a Bill to make provision
or the registration and supervision of factories and
r the safety and well being of workers employed
erelin.

Mr. ADAMS: 1T ask leave, Mr, Speaker, to
postpone the consideration of thig Bill, as the Select
Committee appointed to consider and report on it
has not yet completed its labours.

There being no objection, the consideration of
this Bill is postponed.

DAIRIES REGULATIONS FURTHER
POSTPONED.

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order ig to resume
Committee on the Resolution to approve Regulaiions
made by the General Board of Health under Section
3 of the Dairies Act, 1941, and approved and sane-
tioned by the Governor-in-Executive Committee.

Mr. SPRINGER: The position, Mr. Speaker, ag
honourable members will remember, with this Resolu-

- tion ig that there were certain questions raised during

the last debate which I duly noted and referred to the
thef Medical Officer, Those pointa are still under con-
sideration; therefore, I ask leave to postpone this
Order and the next Order standing in my name,
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There being no objection, Orders Nos. 3 and 4
are postponed.

HOTELS AID BILL POSTPONED

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands in the
name of the honourable senior member for St. Philip,
—Second reading of a Bill to encourage the Hotel
Industry in thig Island,

Mr. CRAWFORD: With your permission, Sir,
I should like to ask leave to postpone the considera-
tion of this Bill to-day.

Mr. SPEAKER: It seems that there is a general
postponement of Orders to-day.

There being no objection, the consideration of
this Bill is postponed.

COLONIAL TREASURER’S AMENDMENT BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands in the
name of the honourable senior member for St. Jos-ph
—Second reading of a Bill to amend the Colonizl
Treasurer’s Aect, 1941 (1941—9).

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—I am afraid that
on the last occasion, owing to my not making as full
an explanation ag possible, certain criticisms were
made by some honourable members who felt that the
House would be giving up some of its power. Pro-
vision for the House to appoint the Colonial Treas-
urer still exists; it is not touched by this amend-
ment. But on the last occasion when the Colonial
Treasurer was unfortunately ill, in order to get a
cheque signed to be able to draw Government money
it was necessary to drive to Mr. Gittens’s house and
get him to sign the cheque on his bed. We are
trying to prevent that from happening again, if the
Colcnial Treasurer is ill. If honourable members will
look at the ‘““Objects and Reasons” for this Bill, they
will see there stated that as the law stands at pres-
ent, no person ean be appointed to act as Colonial
Treasurer unless he has been nominated by the House
of Assembly and approved by the Governor-in-
Executive Committec. Recent experience has shown
that such a position may lead to considerable incon-
venience in case the Colonial Treasurer should fall
ill and this Bill accordingly seeks to amend the law
S0 as to authorize the Governor to appoint g person
to act as Colonial Treasurer in the event of the
Colonial Treasurer becoming temporarily incapable
of performing his duties through illness,—mnothing/
else. The House will still continue to appoint th/
Colonia] Treasurer and to make acting appointmery
too but if the House happens not to be in session
when the Colonial Treasurer is too il to come out to
work it will mean, as the law stands at present, going
10 his house, as I said just now, to get cheques signed.
This Bill seeks purely to meet that possibility and
has no intention whatever of taking away any power
from the House. I beg to move that the Bill be now
read a second time,

Mr. SPRINGER: T beg to second ths motion
and I would like to add this. The present situation
also causes a hardship upon the senior clerk in the
Department who, in such cases as described by the
senior member for St. Joseph, cannot receive any
ray for acting; in faect, until an appointment is con-
firmed by the Governor-in-Executive Committee no
one can act and receive half of the pay of the Colonial
Treasurer which a person ought to be receiving for
shouldering a responsibility of that sort. Honourable
members will realize that in the event of the Colonial
Treasurer falling i1l. the next senior pevson in the
Department has got to fill his place; whether he is in

the official position or not, he miust undertake the
responsibility and it is only fair that if the man has
to shoulder the responsibility, in fact if not in law,
ke ought to be allowed to draw what rcmuneration is
available for him. If honourable members in spite
of that explanation ar: s:ill opposed to the slight
change in the method of the appointment of the
Acting Colonial Treasurer, I suggest that we pass
the :eccnd reading of the Bill in order that we may
go into Committee and there we may be able to
make suitable amendments.

Mr. RAMSAY: In view of what the senior
member for St. Joseph and the senior member for
St. George have said I am satisfied, especially when
the senior member for St. Joseph stated that no
acting appointment can be made except with the
consent of the House. I was apprehensive that in
cate the Colonial Treasurer was incapacitated for a
long period, someone might be appointed by the
Governor and during that period we may have been
left in the cold. I am perfeectly in agreement with
what the two honourable members have said and I am
going to vote for the Bill

Mr. LEWIS: I do not know whether I should
agree to or disagree with the principle of this Bill
as it stands but I know that it will be wrong on the
part of the House to leave the Government in such a
position that it cannot carry on if the Colonial Treas-
urer falls ill. However, I would like to point oui
that this Bill makes provision for illness only. I under-
stand that there are cccasiong on which the Colonial
Treasurer may have to be out of the Island. There is
such a body set up in these parts as a Currency Board ;
if there is anybody in this island to serve om that
Board it may be the Colonial Treasurer, in whick
case he may have to go to Trinidad where the Board
ig being set up and I do not see any reason why
this Bill should not provide for such a contingency.
The next thing I may say is that the point raised by
the junior member for St. Peter is worthy of con-
sideration by this House. If the incapacity of the
Colonial Treasurer continues for longer than three
months I think this House should have a say in who
should continue to act as Colonial Treasurer. Not
that alone. I think that this Bill should aiso contain
some provision that if anybody is appointed, even
for a day, the matter should be referred to the House
so that it could be placed on record that such a
Mhing did take place. I am of the opinion that
provision should be made in the Act for these con-
tingencies. I do not say that if the Colonial
Treasurer is out of the island somebody should nct
act and be given some compensation for acting. I
am prepared to let the Government make the adjus:-
ment for a short period but I am going to inmsist
in Committee that some amendment be made, making
it obligatory on the Government to report the matter
to this House at its very next meeting after that
adjustment has been made. It has come to my
knowledge that the person who has acted as Colonial
‘Treasurer for some considerable time—mnot perhaps
within the last 18 months—has received absolutely
no compensation whereas if he had been acting for
someone else in the Government Service he would
have bcen compensated and I do not think that this
House should cling to a privilege unless it makes an
adjustment whereby people who are affected by it are
compensated. My, Spesker, I am perfectly willing
to approve of the prineciple of allowing the Govern-
ment to make an adjustment so that if the Colonial
Treasurer is ill for a short period, the Governor can
appoint someone to act and report the matter to the
House at its very next meeting after but I am not pre-
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pared to let that acting continue for an indefinite
period without the consent of the House,

The questicn that this Bill be now 1ead a second
time is put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Mr. ApAwms, seconded by Dr.
CummiNs, Mr. SPEARER leaves the Chair and the
House goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. Ramsay
being in the Chair.

Clause 1 is read and agreed to,

Clause 2. The Colomnial Treasurer’s (Amend-
ment) Aect 1941, is hereby amended,

(a) by deleting the words figures and sym-
bols*‘ (i) The person holding the office of Colonial
Treasurer’s Act 1891 (hereinafter referred to as
the Principal Act) and may be cited as the
-Colonial Treasurer’s (Amendment) Act, 1941’
ceeurring immediately before section two of the
said Act and substituting as section oné the
words, figures and symbols following, that is to
say—

““l. Thig Act shall be read together
with the Colonial Treasurer’s Act, 1891
(hereinafter referred to as the Principal
Act) .and may be cited asithe Colonial Treas
urer’s (Amendment) Act, 1941.” :
(b) by renumberding seetion four thereof as

section 4 (1) and by adding -thereto as so re-
numbered the following new subsection to he
numbered (2) :—

*(2) Notwithstanding anything to the
contrary contained in subsection (1) of this
section, if the -Colonial Treasurer through
illness shall became temporarily incapdble of
performing the duties of his office, the Gov-
ernor may if he shall consider it expedient
80 to do appoint some fit and proper person
to act in his place and stead during the
period of his ineapacity.”’ o

Mr. ADAMS: T beg to move that that be Clause
2 of the Bill.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

Mr. WARD: Before the question is put I would
like to have an explanation of sub-clause 2 of this
Clause. It says: ‘‘If the Colonial Treasurer through
illness shall become temporarily ineapable of per-
forming the duties of his office.’”’ How far doss
‘““temporarily’’ go. I feel that there should be.som
limit. Suppose the House was prorogued or deady

and it became necessary for the Governor to appoint

someone to act as Colonia] Treasurer, the new House
should be notified within a reasonable time after,
so as to -give it the opportunity of saying whether
it approveg of the aeting appointment or not. I feel
that there should be some amendment to make it
clear that .the House will have the last say in the
appointment of that Acting :Colonial Treasurer.
Therc is another point. Ags the junior member for
the City has said, this Bill, .ag far ag I see, eovers
only illness. The Colonial Treasurer may have to go
on leave and that should also be taken .into considera-
tion. I beg to move that we report progress and
ask leave to sit again. ’

Mr. ADAMS: T should like to point out that
the nermal sick leave to-the Colonial Treasurer would
be only three weeks; after that, he would ‘have to
apply for further leave and the House would have
the right under section 4 of the Act to appoint some-
one to act as Colonial Treasurer. The Act does not,
how~ver, make any provision for the possibility of
the House not being in session orthe Colonial Treas-
urer dying or being on'leave, Tf an honourable mem-

ber would make an amendment to cover that possibil-
ity T would be perfectly willing to gccept it.

Mr. LEWIS: 1 suggest the deletion of the
words ‘‘“through illness’’ occurring in lineg 3 and
4 of sub-clause 2 of this Clause and the substitution
of the words ‘‘for any cause whatever” therefor and
the insertion of a new gub-clause ag follows:— *“‘Pro-
vided that all such acting appointments are reported
to the House of Assembly at its next meeting for
confirmation and provided also that such acting ap-
pointment shall not continue for longer than three
months.”’

Mr. WARD: Mr. Chairman,—I would not like
the House to do anything wrong, so I feel that it is
better to postpone this matter and let a proper
amendment be prepared in the meantime,

Mr. ADAMS: I do nof know what honourable
members want. If they will tell me what they want
I will draft an amendment in keeping with their
desire.

Mr. WARD: Section 4 of the Act says:— “‘I
the Colonial Treasurer shall be granted leave or shal
become temporarily incapable of performing or is
from any cause temporarily prevented from acting in
the dutieg of his office, the House of Assembly shall
nominate some fit and proper person to be approved
of by the Governor-in-Executive -Committee to act in
‘his place and stead.” Acecording to this amendment
we would not have the power to nominate at all. The
Governor can appoint someone to act as Colonial
Treasurer for a year and we would not have any say
because there is no provision here that the matter
should be reported to this House for comfirmation.
Suppose for argument sake the Colonial Treasurer sud-
denly died, for how long would the Governor be au-
thorized to appoint an Acting Colonial Treasurert
It might be for a period of ten years.

Mr. SPRINGER: I do not like the proposal of
the junior member for the City, who is not in his
seat, because if you allow us merely to confirm we
will be reversing our present position. Our right
under the present law is to nominate and it should
not be a matter merely of confirmation by this House.
The first sub-clause of this Clause states that in case
‘'of leave other than through illness, the House nomin-
ates, just as in the case of the original appointment,
and the Governor-in-Executive Committee approves.
[ see no reason why the position should be reversed
in the ease of illness. I should like to point out that
he eventuality of death is not provided for under
Abe Act and death is ag much an unforeseen emergen-
% as temporary illness. I am suggesting that the
words ‘‘or shall die” be inserted after the word
“office”; that the words ‘‘during the period of in-
capacity’’ be deleted and the following substituted
therefor: ‘‘Until an appointment shall have been
made by the House of Assembly,”” in faect, I beg to
move that sub-Clauge 1 of Clauge 2 be deleted and the
following substituted therefor:—

¢(2) notwithstanding anything to the contrary
contained in subsection (1) of this section,
if the Colonial Treasurer through illness
shall become temporarily incapable of per-
forming the duties of his office or shall die
the Governor may if he shall consider it
expedient so to do appoint some fit and
proper person to'act in his place and stead
until an appointment shall have been made
by the House of Assembly. The ‘Governor
ghall inform the House of Assembly at its
next meeting of such appointment and the
House of Assembly shall thereupon nominate

.
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some fit and proper person to be approved
by the Governor-in-Executive Committee
to act in place of the Colonial Treasurer.”’
Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: There is only one point, that i3,
the contingency of the Colonial Treasurer going out
of the island to attend a Conference, for instance.

Mr. SPRINGER: That is covered by sub-clause
1. If it is known that the Colonial Tireasurer is going
to leave the island, the House will be informed in
advance and on the day he is going someone will be
nominated to act but where there is some unfore-
seen cricumstance such as illness or death, some
meang of temporarily filling the post should be
provided. . .

Mr., ADAMS: I am more inclined, in the cir-
cumstances, to accept the motion of the senior mem-
ber for St. Lucy because the principal Aet makes it
ncumbent on us to make an annual appointment
and the wording of the amendment of the senior
member for St. George does not quite fit in with
the section of the Principal Act which speaks cf
the annual appointment. I will confess that this
is an oversight by the Government. Even the
Principal Act will have to be altered some day
unless honourable members want to continue
to appoint the Colonial Treasurer every year,
although the session is for a period Qf two years. [
beg to second the motion of the senior member for
St. Lauey. ' :

Mr. GALE: I do not quite understand the argu-
ment of the senior member for St. Joseph. I t_hl.nk
the Act was amended sometime ago and the provision
with respect to the annual appointment of the Colon-
ial Treasurer was deleted. 'When the House appoints
a Colonial Treasurer now he occupies his office as long
as his behaviour is good. i

The question that the Chairman report progress
and ask leave to sit again is put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

The CHARMAN reports and the House resumes.

At this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SPEAKER adjourns the
House until 2.45 p.m., in accordance with Rule 40 (a).

NOTICE OF RESOLUTION

On re-assembling,

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—I do not propose
to ask honourable members to resume the eons1de'ra- /
tion, of Government Business; I am merely asking
leave to give notice of a Resolution that the sum o
One Thousand Five Hundred Pounds be granted from
the Public Treasury to supplement Resolution No. 57
of the 27th September, 1946, to provide the pecessary
staff and stationery for, and to meet incidental ex-
penses in connection with, the carrying on of an
organisation for banking the compulsory savings of
Barbadian workers employed in the United States of
Ameriea, for the payment to their nominees of the
allotments authorised to be paid under the terms of
the workers’ contracts, for the payment of any Court
order in respect of the maintenance of any persons
dependent on the workers, for the reimbursement of
any monies paid by the Government of Barbados in
respect of duties incurred by the workers in the
United States of America, and in respect of advances
made to workers by way of cash or in order to effect
insurance.

There being no objection, the honourable member
was) granted leave to give notice of the Resolution.

Mr.. ADAMS: I beg to give notice of my in-
tention to move the House into Committee of Supply
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at its next meeting to deal with the Resolution of

which I have just given notice,
REPLIES LAID

Mr, CRAWFORD: I beg to lay on the Table of
the House the Replies to Question No. 18 standing in
the name of the lhonourable senior member for
St. Michael. :

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to lay the Replies to.
Questions Nos. 25 and 26, both standing in the name
of the honourable junior member for St. Luecy.

Mr. BLACKMAN: 1 beg to lay the Replies to
Question No, 22 standing in the name of the honour-
able junior member for St. Luey:

SCARCITY OF STANDPIPES IN ST. JOHN

Mr. SPEAKER: On the last occasion at
Question Time, the House was considering the motion
for adjournment made by the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. John in order to discusg the Replies given
to his Question No. 12, relating to the scarcity of
standpipes in St. John, and the honourable senior
member for St, Michael was speaking.

Mr. COX: Mr. Speaker,—I wag assured last
week by the honourable senior member for St. Joseph
that a very comprehensive scheme for the water sups
ply is on foot, and I am satisfied that some steps have
been taken to improve the conditions. I ouly hope that
the Government will put the scheme into effect as
soon as possible, .

Dr. WILSON: With regard to this matter of
the scarcity of standpipes in the parish of St. John,
as I said when the matter wag being discussed, I am
very glad to know that the Government is paying
scme attention not only to the improvement of the
water supply but also to the extension of the water
system. T am hoping that the Electric and Hydraulic
Engineer will re-double hig efforts because of the
urgency of this matter, so that he will be able to make
his Report and present it to the Government as soon
az possible. I now ask leave to withdraw my motion.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber was granted leave to withdraw his motion.

FORMATION| OF A POLICE ASSOCIATION

Mr, BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker,—I beg to move
the adjournment of the House for five minutes <)
that I might discuss the Replies given to my Ques-
ticns No. 4. For the benefit of those honourable
members who might not readily recall, those Ques-
tions dealt with the formation of a Police Association.
T enquired :—

1. Whether permission or approval has been
sought from Government on behalf of the Police
relative to the formation of a Police Association?

2. 1If the answer to the above is ‘‘Yes’’, was
such approval, or permission, given?

3. If such approval or permission was given,
will Government ascertain, and inform thig House,
whether such an Association has yet been formed?

4. If the answer to Question two is ‘“ Yes’’, and
to query three is, that ‘‘such an Association has not
been formied,’’ can Government enlighten this House
as to the reason why it hag not been formed?

The answer to the first Question is ‘‘No,’’ and
the other three Questions have been answered in the
automatie, characteristic and traditional fashicn, ‘‘Do
not arise’’ I cannot understand how the Govern-
ment can tell this House that permission or approval
has not been sought from them on behalf of the
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Police relative to the formation of this Association.
The facts, as T have been able to ascertain them, are
exactly the opposite to the information which the Gov-
ernment has supplied. There was a petltlon dated
the 9th of October, 1944, from the senior Non-com
missioned Officerg of the Barbados Police Foree which
stated, among other things, that ‘“We, the under-
signed Non-commissioned Officers of the Barbados
Police Force, respectfully beg to forward this petition
to Your Excellency praying that favourable considera-
tion be given to this petition for an increase of sal-
eries and amelioration of living conditions for the
improvement of the Force. Matters which are
of paramount importance and call for wurgent
attention atre classed under the following Heads:”’
Heads 1 to 6 are mentioned, and Head 7 states:
““Formation of a Police Association.”” At pre-
sent the only means of bringing before the mnotice
of the Commissicner of Police any dissatisfaction
amongst the members of the Forcr is through the
Non-commissioned Officer under whese charge the
“aggrieved party ig placed, and the aggricved person
often refraing from expressing his grievance through
this channel for fear of victimisaticn, and that his
case will be treated as a complaint. Such a feeling
is inimical to the well-being of the Force, and also
a stumbling-block to a satisfactory service.”’

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the honourable mem-
ber reading from?

Mr. BRANCKER: These are notes which I
have made; I have no objection to their becoming the
property of the House. The petition went on to
state:

““The formation of a Police Association as form-
ed by the Metropolitan Police Force would alleviats,
if not overcome, thig element of suspicion and infer
alia, would be a safe means of bringing any grievance
to the notice of the Commissioner of Police for re-
dress at the earliest opportunity. This, in our opinion,
is bound to result not only in a better mutual under-
standing between all ranks, which is essential in any
organized body, but also in the dispelling of that
fear and suspieion which exists.”’

This petition from the senior Non-commissioned
Officers of the Barbados Police Force dated the 9th
of October, 1944, hag been forwarded to the Governor,
and the reply, lest we think that the petition was
misplaced in the post or did not reach the Addressee,
which was received signed P. F. Campbell, Actilyg
Colonial Secretary, dated 15th of November, 194 %
Reference No. 1815, Volume 11/68, says this:

‘“Hig Excellcney has no objeetion to the forma-§

tion of a Police Association, and would be prepared
to render such assistance as might b~ necessary for
the formation of such an Association on recognized
lines. His Execellency is uneertain, however, what
sort of Assoeciation the petitioners have in mind.”’

Well, Mr. Speaker, I doubt whether there is any
honourable member of this Hous» who would disagree
with me that nothing is more desirable and essential
in the intcrest or well-being of this very considerabie
and important body of public employees in this
island than that they should have a direct chanmel
whereby they might ventilate their grievances in
the proper qaarters. This petition was'sent nyp in Octo-
ber 1944 more than two years ago, a reply was received
in November of that year, but the Association has
not been formed! The rank and file are wondering
why it has not been formed. Many of the members
of the Forc~ ‘believe that there is opposition to the
formation of the Association in high quarters, and
some of them have told me that they have bern in-
formed that the Officers of th~ Force claim that they
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have written to England for particulars of the

Polic: Federation of Londcn as mentioned by
Superintendent Calver in paragraphs 263, 264
and 265 of his Report. In paragraph 265 of his
Report. Superintendent Calver says that ¢‘The

Peolice Federation was established by the Police Act,
1919, for the purpose of enabling the members of the
police foreces of England and Wales to consider and
bring to the notice of police authorities and the
Seeretary of State all the matters affecting their wel-
fare and efficiency, other than questions of discipline
and promotion affecting individuals.’’ In paragraph
266 of the Report Superintendent Calver says this:
“The Police Federation and every branch thereof
shall be entirely independent of and unassociated
with any body or person outside the Police Service.”’
Honourable members will recall that the investigating
Officer referred to the fact that advice had beensought
of him by individual members and in a paper present-
ed to him on behalf of other ranks of the Barbados
Police Force, upon the means authorised in the
Metropolitan Police to enable pelicemen to censider
and bring to notice matters which they wish to raise
affecting the Force as a whole, or ranks within the
Force, and he advised them that in TLondon the
machinery for dealing with thiy subject is called the
Metropolitan Police Branch Boards which are part
of the Police Federation. When members of the Force
sought information from their superior officers as to
the Association, they were told, they informed me,
by the senior Officers ‘Wi have written to England
to get particulars as to how the Metropolitan Police
Branch Boards are being run, and we have even
written to Jamaica, but no reply has been recsived.”’
Superintendent Calver submitted his Report :cince
December, 1945: nearly a year and half has elapsed
and nothing has been done about this Police Federa-
tion! I think that it should be clearly stated in this
House that not only has the-Government no-objection
tc the formation of ‘this Asgociation, but it sheuld be
positive and display enthusissm about it and say ‘that
it would welecome the formation of such an Associa-
tion and will do all in its power to make it a success.
The Government ghould say that and mean it. There
has been a communication between these public em-
ployeeg and the Government from the former ag to the
formation of this Association; the Government rephcs
in an official document, and when ﬂley are queried in
the House as to Whether ‘permission or approval has
peen sought from them on behalf of the Police relative
te ihe formation of a Police Association, the Reply is
A\ ‘No.” I can only take that to mean that the Govern-
- ment is asking thig House to believe that no permission
or goproval has been -sought from the -Government en
behalf of the Police relative to the formation of swsh
an Association. I have not heard of any loss or:de-
struction by fire or anything -else of Governmental
files, and I would be led to think that the Government
is trying to deceive or refusing to supply information

1to the House. I take it that this Reply would not

have been given if eertain honourable members of
this House were not aware of what is goimg on. 1t
is very unsatisfactory to be told in a earefully con-
sidered Reply that permission has never been sought
relative to the formation of a Police Associgtion,
when it is on record in certain Governmental files
that this permission has been sought and the Govern-
ment has replied that it has no objection to the form-
ation of snch an Association. The point T want t»
make is that this Reply is completely umsatisfactory;
it is untru~ and inadequate.
Police want te feel that the Government is reallv
]enthusiastic about this matter and is not mercly

Apart from that the /

‘.
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saying that it has no objection to the formation of

/) this Association, because, if the Government has no

objection to it, the Police will econtinue to feel, until
the Association is formed, that replies will never
come from the Metropolitan or the Jamaica Police
Force or the various avenues from which advice is
being sought. What should have been given is an
unqualified, unconditional statement from the Gov-
ernment that a Police Association is welcome and is
being enthusiastically looked forward to by them.
Because of the very unsatisfactory nature of these
Replies, and the inaccuracies therein contained, be-
cause this is a burning question and one which I feul
the House would be glad to let the Government know
how it feels about the formation of such a necessary
Lody as a Police Association, I beg to move that this
House do now adjou:n for five minutes in order that
we may consider, analyse and discuss these Replics.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member's
motion has not been seconded.

Mr. CRAWFORD: What I want to suggesi is
that the further consideration of the Replies {o those
Questions be postponed.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that you cannot
do that because the motion hag not been seconded.

Mr, COX: I beg to second the motion of the
honourable junior member for St. Lucy.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the honourable member
wanted to second that motion he should have done so
at once. I have already said that the motion has net
been seconded.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I should like to say in view
of the remarks made by the honourable junior member
for St. Luey—

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that I can let
the honourable member speak now because I have al-
ready said that there has not been any Seconder of
the honourable member’s motion, and therefore that
is the end of the matter.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (A).

Mr. RAMSAY:
be now suspended in order to proceed with Private
Member’s Business,

Mr. HAYNES seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

ADDRESS Re NATIONALISATION OF THE
BARBADOS ELECTRIC SUPPLY
CORPORATION LIMITED.

I beg to move that Rule 61 (a} |

. ) /
Mr. SPEAKER: When Private Members’ Busi-

nesg was last being considered, the House was debat-
ing the motion for the passing of an Address to His
Excellency the Governor relating to the nationalisa-
ticn of the Barbados Electric Supply Corporation
Limited. The passing of this Address wag moved by
the honenrable genior member for St. Andrew, a mo-
tion for the postponement of the further consideration
of the Address was made by the honourable junior
member for St. Philip and that wag seconded by tne
honourable junior member for St. Michael. The hon-
ourable junior member for St. Philip has the right
to econtinne hig speech if he wishes to do so, and after
him, the honourable junior member for St. Michael.
Mr. GARNER: On the last occasion I had just
begun to speak on this matter and 1 said that elee-
tricity is a Juxury. I am still of that opinion to-day
and T want to give some reasons for saying that. Fur
many years the Rlectric Company has been enjoying
certain privileges in this island, and no doubt they
mayv have amassed a lot of money; but what do we
find to-day? They are very reluctant to spend any

I3
/

of their resources to extend the service; at this
ilme when the world is being modernised, you get
this Company being very inditferent and recalcitrant
in extending their service to the inhabitants of this
island! I think that they should not only be cen-
sured, but the people of this island should consider
that this company has broken its Contraet, and the
Government should take over and contro] and nation-
alise it. This Company has not lived up to expecta
tion ; everything is moving forward and onward and
they are very many respectable people who would
weleome this serviee in their homes; but this Company
is sitting on jts rights and it does not intend to increase
its service to the people of this colony. That isx a
erying shame, When you get a company which has
a large reserve and it does not want to take thar
money and further extend its serviee, that Company
is no good. When a Company wants to create large
reserves, that ig not doing anybody any good. This
Company is living to itself. We in Barbados want
electricity because it is the modern way for cooking
{md lig}.lting, and if this Company refuses to extend
its services something should be done about it.. You
will find the Company operating in certain place:
like Bathsheba where certain people live, and in
other places where people want the same service,
you go to the Company and they will tell you that
you. have to pay some of the expenseg for installing
the serviee. It is their Company and you have to
pay for that! If you have to pay for erecting the
posts and running the wires and what not, I do not
see any reason why you should not be a partmer in
the business. The moment you do that, you are a
partner in the firm. T say that something is wrong
with this Company and it should be taken over by
the Government. 1 see no reason why it should not
be nationalised. I have been reading the Act in
connection with this Company, and it is a peculiar
proposition; I have no doubt that they make a lo*
of money. I have not seen the bopks, but I think
that they should operate and capitalise their business
to a large extent and give the people of this island
electricity. Kerogene oil lamps are almost out of
dat: but we have to keep them ag ‘‘stand-bys’’. On
the greatest railways they carry along oil lamps for use
in case of emergencies; but we are not now talking
abowt emergencies, and there is no doubt that this
Cpmpany should be strongly censured because if they

7 anted to extend their services they could have done
" 0. It is true that they had a three-mile limit, but in

1936 or 1937 they got an extension and they could have
made capital out of that. If they wanted to live up to
their Contraet, they would have supplied the inhabit-.
ants of this island with cheap electricity because they
get a lot of their fittings free of duty. I do not see why
the Government should not own this Company, set up
a proper department and run it. The Waterworks
Department was not always run as it is being run
to-day. Mr. Speaker, electricity is very essential to.
the people of this island and this Company onght to
be told that the time has come when the standard of
living in Barbados is such that electricity is an
absolute necessity. There are very few villages where.
electrical services would not be weleome. It is wery
difficult nowadays to get a servant who will do almost
anything, and if the lady of the home hag her elec-
tricity, she can do her ironing, boil her tea and many
other things without working her domestic servani
too hard. Tt is true that we are English to the core
in that we like a lot of servants, but in America neonle.
do a lot of their house work themselves, and eleetricity
is of much assistance in doing this work. When there.
is anv pressing to be done, instead of going back to
the vld-time method of lighting a coal-pot, you use a
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plug and do all your pressing by electricity. If this
Company does not want to modernise the island,
although they have it in their power to do so, some-
thing should be done about it. They must either
modernise the island or get out of business. This
Company is not a Company in itself, because it enjoys
certain special privileges and in that way, it has
something in common with the people of this colony.
It is typical of these Companies which are registered
in London not to spend too much money and this
Company is just a good example. They have it in
their power to make a lot of money in a legitimate
way; if they only had enough foresight they would
see that, by the extension of their services to the
neighbouring parishes where there are certain homes
and businesses, they would reap a big harvest, but
their minds are made up on keeping their reserve
funds and not allowing their capital to be expended
from those funds, This Company would create bigger
zeserveg if they would create a bigger capitalisation
fund, and meanwhile they would give the people of
this colony service for their money, having regard to
the privileges which the Company enjoys. It is nota
matter of overhead expenses; if you have a bigger
trade, your profits must be greater. So long as you
are making a profit, the volume of trade counts. It
is not a question of spending more money and giving
less service; if you are extending the service into
more homes you are ccllecting more money. If they
are making more money per unit, they will make more
money on the whole volume: if they are not making
any money, let them come out of business. If they
are enjoying privileges and are not giving the people
of this colony the serviece which they should give
them, then something should be done about that. [
do not think that we are alone in this matter: other
people want this service nationalised, and I do not
think that there would be any difficulty in setting up
a bureau or Committee to run this Department. There
are other services which need to be naticnalised, and
the telephone service is one of them. I cannot pay
$12 per month for telephone service. Going back to
the Electric Company, I say that they will not spend
any money in extending their services, and I am told
that they have large reserve funds. I repeat, the
Government will have to take over this service and
run it. (A MEMBER: Not like the Waterworks).
‘An hon. member says ‘‘not like the Waterworks,”’
but I suppose that the Waterworks will be brough
up to standard. (Cheers). If we are taking ove§s
this service, I have no fear about our ecreating a'
proper department to run it, otherwise we will be
censured too. We have come to the stage where, :f
the capitalists hint at anything, the Labourites will
bhave to do it. (Hear, hear). The capitalists may
nct want to extend their services for fear that they
will have to spend more money. We are not
primarily interested in the profits made by the
Electric Company, but as tc¢ how much service the
people of this colony are getting from the Company.
We are aiming at service; we owe it to the inhabitants
of this island to cee to it that they get cheap elec-
tricity. In certain country shops you cannot tell
what you are buying; you cannot see because the
geople'have the old-time method of lighting. Condi-
tions are much worse when you come to the Almshouse
especially when children are about to be born. They
had to borrow a gas lamp in the parish of St. Philip
at one time. These things should be brought to the
notice of the Electric Company and perhaps they will
give proper service. If they have no money for this
purpose, they can float a loan; if they have a few
services and they make money, they sheuld extend

‘ing for inefficiency or anything like that.

the service over the whole island. If a man sell a
dozen items and make a dollar on each item, he can
increase the numbers of items and even charge one-
half the value and still ecme out all right. Some
people differ from me, but I maintain that.
‘Those who differ from me are mnot business
people and they cannot see that but I excuge theru.
¥ ao not think that I can gpeak tco strongly
on this matier. I myself am feeling the pinch.
I should very much like to have electricity
in my distriect. Some time ago, I interviewed the
Company in connection with the matter, and they
were very non-committal. They promised that a few
Government places like the Government Industrial
Schools up there would be supplied. 1 regard that
as foolishness; the Electric Company wants people
with business acumen. Something is wrong with this
Company because they enjoy certain privileges and
they do not want to launch out. They should go out
and look for customers; the people want them to
extend their service. If thig Address is passed, I
would counse] those who are members of the Govern-
ment to see to it that they get proper men to run this
concern and do not let it be a fiasco. I am not stand-
If we agree
that the people should get service through these public
utilities, then we must create departments and equip
them with men who know their job and who are
eager to see to it that business are run mot at a loss.
but that they pay their way. I hope that the Govern-
ment will work on this programme, because as 1
vizyalise the position, many utilities need to be taken
ever, and it is necessary for those who are in the Gov-
ernment to get together and do things for the interest
of the people. Things which are going on in this
colony now have been going on for the last 300 years,
and if this Labour Government is carrying on in the
same way, they are mnot doing anything. If the
standard of living has been raised, the people should
have electricity, _

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think that the hon, member
is going a little too fast. He should only make these
points after the Address has been passed.

Mr. GARNER: I thank you for the latitude

which you have given me. Mr, Speaker. I know
that I have digressed a little. I see no reason why

this Company should not be taken over, because they

h?.ve broken faith with the people. They have not
given the people the service to which they are entitled,

Aand even at this late hour, in the apology which they

ave made in a letter to the Press, they do not say

tahat they have made up their minds to improve the

service! I repeat that if the standard of living of
the people has been raised, they should have cheap
electricity, and if they are to get cheap electricity,
the Government must take over the concern. You
cannot expect to get cheap electricity from a Company
which hag to pay premiums on its shares. We can asic
them to extend their services, but if the people want
to get electricity more cheaply than they are getting
it to-day, the Government will have to take over the
concern or control it. It is an undeniable fact that
the people of this colony would welcome an extension
of this service; it is also true that the standard of
living in Barbados has gone up but this Company
has not been moving on with the trend of things.
They look for certain places in which to carry their
service, but they must be more realistic and extend
thﬁ service into every nook and corner where people
will have the use of it. Do you think that this Com-
pany will extend their service into the remote corners
of this island when there is nobody to force them to
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do it? No, and therefore the only thing to do is to
let the Government take over the concern and nation-
alise it. These people are hard-headed business
people who are accustomed to investments on their
money and not to spend the money in the way in which
we are proposing it would be spent. They are
out to get as much money as they can out of
the people ¢f Barbados: hence, I repeat, the only
thing to do is to nationalise the concern. Whatever
it costs us let us do that even if we have
tc borrow the money. That has to be doae
because the world is moving on, and electricity is be-
coming a commonplace service; but we find that this
Company intends to draw lines of demarcation, they
want to serve just the well-to-do peopie, but we can-
not have that. We have come to the age of all being
for one, and one being for all. The people of Dar-
badog want to know that the Electric Company can
extend their lines so that they can get away from e
primitive methods of lighting. There are wmany
children who have to wear glasses because of the
primitive method by which they have to read at night.
Sometime ago a friend advised me to put a shade over
my lamp because, he says, the glare of the light
will hurt my eyes. This Electric Company will
not do anything : I had to go to the expense of patiung
up a windcharger so as to get light in my premises.
In this connection, if you buy a radio, you have to buy
a battery set. Very often you suffer unle:s you have
batteries, and you must have a windcharger. One
hon, member says that you must keep a proper wind-
charger. That is so uncertain and out of date, that
I hate to think that the suggestion came from a
Labour member of this House. I forgive him, how-
ever, because he made the suggestion in a joeular
way. Many children dquffer from bad eyes because
of the primitive methods of lighting, and when these
matters are brought to the notice of the Government,
1 think that a proper case has been made out as to why
the Government should take over this eoncern and
run it. We want service, and if this Company and
other Companies cannot cater to the demands of the
people in an efficient way, then they should be taken
over by the Government. I feel that that is the con-
census of opinion among my Labourite colleagues in
this House: we want to give the inhabitants great
and small of this island a fair chance of enjoying the
amenities of life. As I have said, electricity is an
absolute necessity and not a luxury and the time has
come when we want not only to promote businesg but
to render service. Service i the keynote, and 1 loo/
forward to the day when there will be more peg :
and tranquillity and full service. That is what Wz,
as a Labour group, will have to initiate to-day. When
we say that we want to nationalise this Company, we
are on the way not only to reform Barbados, but we
are beginuning what is going to be the very best service.
The amount of good that each individual ecan get out
of an industry is the thing that counts.
new departure where this and other Companies are
concerned, because they have started in a primitive
way making profits for a few financiers. If we, as
Labourites, are going to do anything, if we have any
faith in our ideologies or political convictions, we will
make sure that these Companies which enjoy special
privileges in this island, are not run to the detriment
of the inhabitants of thig colony. I again repeat that
electricity is a very essential service, and we must
have it for the people of this colony. Whether you

We want a
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nationalise or control the service, it iy well that this’

Government take steps at once to see that something
is 'done to bring thig island in line electrically with
the outside world. (Cheers).
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Mr. GALE: TUnlike the hon. member who has
just sat down, I am not in favour of this Address.
(MEMBERS: Shame!) If we go into the history of
the Electric Company, we will find that this Company
was started as far back as 1911 and has been running
up to the present time. The hon, member who has
just spoken hag talked about large profits which, he
says, this Company has been making. Well, the hon.
member has evidently not taken the trouble to look
at the balance sheets of this Company which are filed
every year according to the law. If the hon. member
had taken the trouble to look at these balance sheets,
he would have disecovered that from 1911 to 1927 this
Company had not paid one cent in dividends to the
shareholders. They worked for sixteen years and
they did not pay a single dividend to the shareholders!
From 1928 to 1932 they paid a 5% dividend for one
year, and then they paid a 7% dividend and that is
the highest which has ever been paid by the Company
since they started. If a mean is taken it will be
found that for the 36 years during which the Com-
pany has been working, they have paid a dividend of
3.79% to the shareholders. Therefore, I do not see
how anyone can argue that this Company hag been
paying large dividends to the shareholders. As far
as the extension of eleetricity is concerned, when the
Company started, the franchise was only for the City
of Bridgetown and not beyond a five-mile limit. That
continued up to 1936. In August, 1936, the Company
was given the privilege of extending their lines all
over the island, and extensions took place immediately.
The service went to Bulkeley, Brighton, to other parts
of St. George, St. John and St. Joseph, and to the
Leeward parishes down to Speightstown. That was
a period of only three years during which the Com-
pany extended its programme and so they covered a
radius of 55 miiles from 1936 to 1939. Those who
have criticised the Company for not further extending
their service seem to have forgotten that from 1939
to 1945 a War was on, and the Company was not
allowed by the Government to make any extensions.
The Government clamped down on the importation
of all machinery and the importation of electrical
supplies. As far back ao 1941, this Company applied
to the local Government for permission to import
certain machinery so ag to extend their plant, and the
Government appointed the Colonial Engineer to in-

sect the plant, but the Company’s request was

Jrefused and they were not allowed to get any

machinery of any kind whatsoever. After continual
applications were made to the Colonial Secretary, the
Government gave instructions for the issue of an
mmport licence in 1942. The indent for the plant was
made in 1943 and the machinery was due to arrive in
1945. However, it did not arrive until 1946 and it
has been installed and is working. The Company
has not yet been able to complete their extengions.
Far from the Company not wanting to extend their
serviees, they are ready and willing to spend large
jums pﬁ money to increase their services and to make
electricity a general use so that the price can come
down. The hon, junior member for St. Philip says
that he would like to see electricity put into every
small village all over Barbados. I quite agree with
him ; but if hon. members would turn to the history
of the Waterworks Department which the Govern-
ment took over since 1895, they would see that
although the most essential thing in the world is
water—much more essential than electricity—the
Government has not been able to make the water
supply reach every nook and cranny in Barbados.
The hon. junior member for St. Philip has said that
the Government should own this concern: well, they
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have owned the Waterworlts for the last 50 years, ana
at every meeting of this House I still hear questions
being asked a¥ to why water is not in such and such
a village. Hon, members of each parish have thewr
grouse about water, and they are continnally calling
on the Government to inerease the watér supply m
the parishes. If the Government has been running
the Watérworks Department for 50 years, and they
hdve not yet been able fo get water into every smali
village in Barbados, I say without fear of contradic-
tion that the Electric Company has done a much better
job in their period of existerice than the Government
has done with respéct to the water supply since they
took over £rom a private compatny dand have been run-
ning the eoncern for the last 50 years. If hon. mem-
bers will refer to what is going on in the West Indies,
they will see that at presént the Jamaica Government
owns the telephone system, and that the Labour Gov-
ernment is niow asking an English Company to come
and relieve them of the burden of running the system.
It has been an absolute failure and they are losingz
thousands of pounds a year. The Government ruus
the Telephone Company of Trinidad and Tobago and
negotiations are now being made by the Government
to have a private Teléphone Company to take over
the system as it is in a terrible condition. As far ag the
Government running the Electric Company is con-
cerned, I cannot vote for that. I find that they are
good at running certain Departments like the Civil
wervice and other Departments like that; but I have
known that the people of Barbadog have found to
their sorrow that, in the case of certain undertakings
run by the (Government, there has been absolure
failure. Mr. Speaker, I will not detain the House
any longer, but this is a very important subject.
(Cheers).

Mr. MOTTLEY: It is noticeable that people who
wounld otherwise be uncompromising, would appear
to be the most urdent Secialists when it comes to secing
their areas or constituencies or whatever the case
may be. in a very good condition and enjoying all
the social amenities that can be offered. That must
be expected from publiec-spirited citizens. The hon-
ourable senior member for St. Andrew must be
complimented on his attempt and his manner in
expressing his public-spiritedmess in this matter,
more especially when he clearly points out that tH
extension of electricity affects the parish of St.
Andrew. Far be it from me to suggest that there
is any selfish motive on the honourable member’s
part. T am convineed that thiy is due to the public-
spirited attitude of the honourable member in this mat-
ter. Mr. Speaker, it is known that a little after I came
into puble life in this colony, I pledged myself to fight
the Barbados Electric Company as soon as the War
was over, and the honourable senior member for St.
Andrew reminded me about that since he tabled his
Address. T possess the same feeling now about the
Eleetric Company and its administration, and I
am not géing back on that pledge. I am, how-
ever, worried about 2 few thinps. I am can-
tioning the present Government; I am reminded
of a recent speech made by the Teader of the House
as Yo how easy it is to make a speech for the unthink-
ing. Asg far as the Eleetric Company is concerned,
T am not dealing with any figures. I would caution
this House that the passing of an Address of this
nature immediately aPter a Tmbour Government has
assumed oMee and iy attempling to improve the
social conditions in this evlony, is ih my opinion. and
T have congidered the matter very carePully. something
which should be watched $rom evere possible anole.
We find that thers i¥ 2 pressing mneed for severa)
social reforms in this colony foremost amonest them

pthat vou must nationalize electrieity.

veing the question of housing; then there 1is the
quesiion of roads and water. I must agree that, wich
conaiuons as they are in Barbados to-day, and we
are wunaiml thay the worla has become sociaiist, 1t
18 necessary to do fivst things first. As I understand
1t, the Electric Company has a capital of £26U,U00,
and if we pass an Address asking that it be nation-
alized, we will have to look around for half a million
pounds in order 1o buy out this Company. Should
we pass such an Address in respect of a Company
which has not had any opportunity of getting any
replacements and keeping its maechinery up-to-date,
a Company with ten or twenty-year-old machinery?
It has been admitted on all sides that this Company
has no up-to-date machinery, and should we pass
an Address asking for the nationalization of such a
Company with the taxpayers’ money? 1 say that
nationalization must eome, whether we like it or not,
but first things must come first. Any of ns who has
had a glimpse of the ten-year Development Play will
appreciate the fact that housing is the most pressing
problem in this colony, and roads and water are of
paramount importance. Mr. Speaker, it can be
correctly argued from the floor of this House that
electricity is a necessity in this island, but to have
a decent house in which to live is also a necessity.
The honourable junior member for St. Philip has
said that there are many respectable people who
would like to have electricity installed in their homes.
I am not in agreement with that; I say that I repres-
ent the island. not any seetion of respectable people

(Cheers). The honourable senior member for St.
Andrew feels that there are lots of people in St.

Andrew who would install electricity if the service
were extended. Of course they would do that. TIf
we nationalize thix Company, it would also be neces-
ary to subsidize electricity at the expense of people
who have not got proper houses in which to live, never
mind to put eleetricity in them. I quite agree that
this Company must do something and they must do
it immediately. Coming back to the administration
of the Company, [ say that I am the first person to
associate myself with the view that this Company
should be controlled. 1t is ridiculous in a community
such as this, to think that this Company can expect
to charge a few people who can afferd to pay it,
twenty-five cents per unit for electricity. I say-
here and now that that does not necessarily mean
Let me put
thiz way: not only the Electric Company, but all
er public utility Companieg in this colony must
A controlled, and if the necessary legislation is
enfcted to eontrol them, I do not see the wisdom in
the immediate nationalization of eny Company. If
we enact this legislation, we will have to set up a
Board to regulate and eontrol the prices charged and
the profits made by, and the efficiency of, public
utility services in this colony. If such legislation
were enacted, there would not be any point in taking
up a half a million pounds and buying out this
Company when the money ecould be spent immediatelv
upon better housing because, I view this question of
housing as & very important one. The housing con-
ditions are very bad and nothing should be done to
prevent a Housing Bill from being passed as soon as
it is presented in this House. What would be ?he
point of poing in for the expenditure of half a million
pounds to natiomslize this Compeny before dealine
with the housing problem? 1 stress the guestion of
housing bacause much stress has been laid on the
anestion of water. I have somre experience of honsine
in this colonv. ¥ woeld like to remind the honourahle
senior member for St. Andrew and the homonrable
junior member for St. Philip that electricity has
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not yet been installed in certain areas in Bridgetown,
there are temamtries in which the roads are in a
deplorable eomditien, where people have to swim in
order to get into and out of their homes, and elec-
tricity has not been extended to these areay so that
they could be illuminated. I quite agree that this
Company sheould be controlled, but I cannot subseribe
to the view that the proper thing to do is to nation-
alize it immediately. 1 say that the Government
should be aware of thc general responsibility for
running this coneern; this might be an opportunity
for showing lack of efficiency and I view the matter
quite seriously. I am proposing an amendment to
this Address because 1 feel that people should under-
stand the trme state of affairs rather then feel that
we have bound ourselves under any oconditions;
because if thig Address is passed as it is, it will mean
that we are bound to accept whatever condition in
which this Company might be, when the time comes
‘or nationalization. I say that not only should elec-
tricity be available to people of a certain type, but
it should be put at the disposal of all the inhabitants
of this colony. Nationalization of eleciricity ounly
means that those who can afford to pay for eleciricity
will get it. It is quite a different matter with regard
o water and housing. How many people in the
parish of St. Andrew, for instance, how many em-
ployvees at Parks will be able to install electricity
in their homes? The economie condition of the
people will not afford them to install electricity in
their homes. The first paragraph of the Address as
introduced by the honourable senior mewber for
St. Andrew readg as follows :—

““The House of Assembly note with grave conecern
the fact that only one third of the Island of Barbados
is at present serviced by the Barbados Eleetric
Supply Coporation in spite of the fact that this
Corporation has been functioning for over 37 years
and has enjoyed Government preference on all im-
ported equipment throughout its existence.’’

I guite agree with that. The second paragraph

says:
““‘The House therefore respectfully ask that His
Excellency the Governor will take immediate steps
to nationalize this corporation and thus heln to
remedy this serious state of affairs.”’

I am convinced that that will not remedy the
Honourable members are
sware of what has happened in Trinidad, and also
of the time which will be required to bring aboud
what has been suggested. T beg to move that pars
oraph 2 of the Address be deleted and the followi” |
he inserted in nlace thereof :— !

2. ‘““The House of Assembly respectfully request
Your Excellency to send down the necessarv lesisia
tion to provide for the establishment of a Board to
be known as the Public Utility Board with nowers
to regulate and control the prices charged hy and the
efficiency of Public Utility Services in this island ’’

No doubt, honourable members will realise that
this is a proposal to control the Electric and Tele
phone Companies, Radio Distribution and all these
Public Utility Services in this colony. There is also
an opportunity for controlling the Transport Service
of this island, and I am of the opinion that if this
amendment is accepted, the people of this colony
will benefit from the results immediately; and by
that T mean within the next six months. T understand
that there exists in this colony the authority to object
to the price charged for electricity, if it is felt that
the price is exorbitant; but a Board of the nature as
T have suggested would have more power to reculate
and control the nrice of electricitv, and people would
immediately benefit therefrom. T appeal to honour-
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able members to see the wisdom of thig amendmens:.
I know that quite a lot has been said at the election
period about this guestion of nstiomalisation, and
there is at present on the Order Paper an address
relative to the nationalization of the swger imdustry.
I repeat that nationalization must come and nobedy
can stop it; but the real question now is whether or
not with our present finances we can take sieps
immediately to nationalize or confrel this Company
or these Companies. I think that if my amendment
is accepted, the represemtativps of the people will
have an insight into the working of these Companies,
and within six months, or a year or twe years’ time
we will be able to see the ways and means of
nationalization,

Mr. ADAMS: At this stage, in wiew of the
fact that a Bill has been returncd from theé Qther
Place, T am going to move that the further cousider:-
fion of this Address be postponed in order to deal
wtih thiy matter under Government Business. I
take it that T will have to obtain the leave of the
House in order to do that. I am therefore asking
leave to move that the fu:ther consideration of this
Address be postponed.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber wag granted leave.

Mr. ADAMS: I bog to move that the further
consideration of Private Members’ DBusiness be
postponed.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
fo.

MESSAGE FROM THE OTHER PLACE
RETURNING EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE
BILI. WITH AMENDMENT

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform
the House that I have received a Message from the
Other Place returning the Bill to continue various
Expiring Lawg with an amendment. Tt ig a matter
for the House to decide as to whether or not they will
deal with the amendment under Rule 262 of the
Rules of the House. If the House wish to deal with
the amendment this afternoon, I think that a motion
should be made that this amendment be considered
forthwith.

Mr. ADAMS: 1T beg to mov- that this amend-
L{;ent be dealt with forthwith, under Rule 262.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which wag agreed
fo.

Mr. ADAMS: Thisg amendment is the insertion
into the Bill to continue various Expiring Laws of
another Clause which originally appeared in the Bill
permitting persons to ride on bicycle bars. The Bill
which was passed by thig House did not have that
Clause in it and thercfore it would have been again
an offence for persons to ride on bicycle bars. The
Other place has insertrd the Clause which reads as
follows :—

‘3. The provisions of Sub-section (4) of Sec-
tion fifty-one of the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffie
Act, 1937, shall b> read and construed ag if the ref-
erence therein to the thirty-first day of March, one
thousand nine hundred and forty-four, were a refer-
ence to the thirty-first day of Mareh, one thousand
nine hundred and forty-eight.”

Honourable members may therefore enjoy their
riding on bieycle bars until the thirty-first day of
Mavch, 1948. (Laughter). I beg to move that this
amendment be now read a first time,

Mr. Lrwis seconded the motion which wag agreed
to.
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On motions of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr.
LEwIs in each case, the amendment was read a see-
ond time and agreed to.

Mr. SPEAKER: T think that the House should
now continue with the consideration of Private Mem-
ber’s Business.

THE ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WILKINSON : I beg to move that this House
do now adjourn to this day week, the first day of
April, 1947, at twelve o’clock noon.

Mr. GALE: I beg to second that.

Mr. COX: 1 uunderstocd that we would be re-

suming the consideration of Private Members’
Business.

Mr. ADAMS: While I am anxious to see this
matter completed, I think the majority are in favour
that we should adjourn at this stage.

Mr. SPEAKER: A motion has been made that
this House do now adjourn—

Mr. ADAMS: Before the question is put, the
Order Paper will have to be fixed. I think it will
remain the same except that I am withdrawing the
Resolution in Committee of Supply on to-day’s Order
Paper, the Resolution with which we were dealing
to-day.

The question that this House do now adjourn
to this day week, the 1st day of April, 1947, at
twelve o’clock noon was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

The House wag accordingly adjourned to meet on
Tuesday next, the 1st day of April, 1947, at twelve
o’clock noon,






