
House of iy Debates 

(OFFICllAit REPORT). 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, P&!h Xarch, 1947. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly 

met at 12 o'clock noon to-day. 

'P Present : 

His Honour Mr. G. B. EVELYN (Speaker), His 
Honour Xr. J. E. T. BRANCKER, (Deputy Speaker), 
Nr. J. T. C. RAMSAY (CLairnznn of Convmittees), 
Dr. J. A, LeV. WILSON, Mcssrs. A. E. S. IJETVIS, M. E. 

k 
Cox, D. A. FOSTER, R. G. MAPP, H. W. SPRINGER, M.A., 
G. H. ADAMS, B.A., H. D. BLACKMAN, W. A. 
CRAWFORD, J. A. HAYNES, B.A., and V. C. GALE. 

PRAYERS AND MINUTES. 

Prayers are read and the Minutes of the meeting 
which was held on the 18th March, 1947, hazng been 
circulated are taken as read and confirmed. 

Mcessers. S. A. WALCOTT and E. D. MOTTLEY enter 
the House and take their seats. 

DOCUMENT. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I have the honour to inform 

Report of the British Union Oil Bompany Lirnih- 
:d on Geolcgical Investigations of the Ground-water 
Resources of Barbados, B.W.I. 

Statement showing Customs and Excise receipts 
for the ten months ended 31st January, 1947. 

Statement of advances to Oolonial Postmaster 
fo r  the payment of Money Orders to 28th Feruary, 
1947. 

Ten Year Development Plan for Brbados, 1945- 
56. 

NOTICES. 

Mr. CRAWFORD gave a notice on behalf of 
the Government as follows :- 

A Bill to authorize the payment of an additioml 
pension to Julian Hyde Gittens. 

Other wotices are given as follows:- 
Mr. BRANCKER : Of the following Address :- 

The Hmse of Assemblg 
To 

Bis Excellency the Governor 

The Iiouse of Assembly begs to draw to the 
attention of His Excellency the inadequacy of the 
iniuneration fised for certain offices and positions 

in the Department of Highways and Transport, viz:- 
n (1) the Executive Engineer ; 

(2) the Stone Clerk; 
,k 

the House that I have received the Report of t h ~  
Inspector of Trees for the parishes of St. James aq j (3) watchman ; and 

St. Josepb respectively. 2" 

PAPERS LAID. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour 
to lay on the table of the House the following 
Papers - 

Message No. 10/1947 from His the 
Governor informing the Honourable H a s e  of A ~ e m -  
bly, with *ference the Address from the Honour- 
&le House, that Dr. C. P. Shephard has been appoint- 
ed to undertake an enquiry with the following terms 
of reference :--"To recommend the method by 
the psice of canes should be calculatd." 

iltessage No. 11/1947 from His Excellency the 
governor informing the Honourable the HOW of 
Assembly, with reference to the Address from the 
R o n o u ~ b l e  House dated the 18th March, that as 
the result of advice which has just been recei;ved :n 

telegram from Washington he is proceedi~g M 
Washington today by air accompanied the Labour 
Commissioner. 

(4) the unestablished staff and casual labourers. 
2. The House begs to point to the fact that, the 

office of "Executive Engineer" yet remains vacant 
clue, as appears very probable, to the unattractiveness 
of the salary to a properly qualified Engineer. Such 
vacancy adversely affects the output of road work 
undertaken 4v this Department. 

3. The House further draws to the attention of 
Government the faet that the person presently em- 
ployed as " Superintendent JJechsnicM is only a part 
time employee of the Department, he being afso an 
employee in the Harbour and shipping wstersP 
Department, a state cf &airs this Hopse deprecates 
and invites the Government to take appropriate 
to remedy ibefore the introduction of the next CoIonial 
xstimstes. 

4. The House furthm is of opinion that the 
.allowance fo r  labourers of the Department who work 
with tar and oil is too low alld merits r;_ubstantirtl 
increases. 

5. The Rouse brings the foregoing matters 
specifically to the notice of the Governor in order that 
His Excellency shall take urgent steps to cause to be 
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introduced this Session in the Legislature .of the 
Colony R:soIutions or/and Bills to inalre provision 
for appropriate increases in  respect of the salaries and 
wages appertaining to the offices and positions men- 

, tioned in the foregoing paragraph. 
Mr. D ~ ~ I N U  enters the House and takes his seat. 
Mr. BRANCKER : Of the following Address:- 

The House of Assembly 
To 

His Excelblzcy The Governor 

This House views with deep concern the im- 
pending threat of reduction or remo-ral of Imperial 
Preference, as i t  is the opinion of this House that 
such action will adversely aBect the prosperity of this 
Island and the standard of living of persons of every 
section in this Colony. 

BILL R.EAD A FIRST TIME 

On the motion of Mr. CRAWFORD, seconded by 
Mr. ADAMS, A Bill to authorize the payment of an 
additioml pension to Julian Hyde Gittens is read a 
first time. 

Mr. WARD enters the House and takes his S-at.  

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER : The first Order of the Day Is 
to resume Cornmittre of Supply to consider the grant 
of sums of money for the service of the Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER lcaves the Chair and the House 
goes into Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY being 
in the Chair. 

SUBSIDIZATIOK OF SUGAR. 

Mr. ADAJIS : Mr. Chairman,-The first Reso- 
lution is for the sum of 217,000 to be placed at  th? 
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to 
mect the ccst of subsidizing, sugar manufactured for 
loccl consumption during the year 1947. 

At the outset let me say that when this decision 
was taken in Executive Committee certain t h i n ~ s  
had not yet happened that have subsequently 11ap 
pened; this makes it necessary for us to ask for 
an amendment of the £17,000 to 521,000, and honour- 
able members will scr, efter I have made my explana- 
tion, that £6,000 of the amount will be recoverabl 
Put  briefly, the decision of the Government in this. 
Until the whole question of subsidization is examined 
mew, the general policy of t h ~  Government is t.3 
make every attempt to lower the cost of living with 
which the questiod of subsidization is bound up ancl 
t.his Resolution has for  its object the keeping down 
of living expenses, although a t  first sight the increase 
might appear to be small. When it is considered 
that the consumer has to pay the new price which 
the producer will be getting i t  will mean that as 
f a r  as sugar manufactured for local consumption js 
concerned the price would be advanced by half ceilt 
'per lb. I repeat that this increase seems small but 
the Government has taken this decision in viev of 

a s  will be necessary and I will tell honourable mem- 
bers, as fully as  I can from his memorandum, how 
i t  is proposed to carry out this scheme. All sugars 
manufactured for  direct consumption during. the 
coming year should be subsidized a t  the rate of £2 
per ton. It is estimated that the quantity of this 
sugar which will be manufactured will be ill t h ~  
neighbourhood of 10,000 tons, so that the sum of 
£20,000 will be required; i t  is estimated that there 
are about 2,000 tons of 1946 direct consumption 
sugars in stock, making a tctal of 12,000 tons, ,f 
which about 3,000 ions -dl bc exported to neighbour- 
ing West Indian colonies. A tax c£ S4. l 5  will bs  
paid into the Treasury to cover the £2. 15. for special 
~ U ~ ~ O W S  aind £2 fo-- subsidy for each ton of direct 
consumption sugars exported. I n  that way, we shali 
get back about S6,000 from the quantity of direct 
consumption sugars exported to neighburing colonies. 
It is suggested, in, view of the difficulty of drawing 
any definite dividing line between direct eonsump- 
tion sugars and other sugars-the junior member for 
St.  James will be able to help the House even: more 
than I can on t h b  point-that direct consumption 
sugars shall be defined aa sugars as may be so de- 
termined by the Director of Agriculture. "Direct 
eonsumption" obviouly means local consumption but 
sugars specifically manufactured for local consum1,- 
tion may also be exported and in effect will be ex- 
ported, as honourable members knotv that there a re  
certain colonies which have been buying some of our 
direct consumption sugars for a number of years 
and are waiting to buy nest  year. It is proposed 
that direct consu~pt:311 nuga s will be permitted 
export on the yresentaticn of txport licences to the 
Comptroller of Custom which may be granted by 
the Chairman of the Sugar Productiton and Export 
Control Board on production of a receipt from the 
Treasury showing that t bc  sum of £4. 15. per ton 
has been paid on the quantity of sugar for which 
the export licence is required. 1 hope that is clear 
to hcnourable members. The subsidy for direct con- 
sumption sugars mill be paid ?o thc purchaser ou 
production of a certificat: signed by the Chemist 
end the Manager of the factory and countersigned b ; ~  
the purehaser stating that the quantity of sugar has 
been mamdfactured for direct consumption and bought 
for this purpose by the purchaser. The owner f 
every factory will b? required to make a return to 
the Sugar Production and Esport. Control Board 
each month of the quantities oB direct consumptiou, 

Ir crystal and molasses sugars that have bem 
aufactured, and the total amount of direct con- 

sumptiorl sugars so returned as manufactured will 
be balanced with the amounts subsidized. Monthlv 
returns, i t  is also propcsed, should be made to t h ~  
Controller of Supplies by Comrnisqion Merchants 
showing the amounts of direct consumption sugars 
delivered to each dealer with the names of the deal- 
ers and the amounts delivered. The dealers will make 
returns showing the amounts of direct consuqption 
mgar received by them from Commission Merchants 
with the names of the Gommission Merchants and 
the amounb of sugar; also the amounts of direct 
consumption sugars delivered to shopkeepers with 
the names and addresses of the shopkeepers and the 

l its general policy and in order to prevent a rise , 
in the cost of living and it has now been calculated 
that the sum of £21,000 will be needed for the pur- 1 amounts delivered and the shopkeepers equally must 
pose. Dr. Saint and the Attorney General have gone make monthly returns showing the amounts of direct 
very carefully into the matter which, as honourable ' ~ n s u m p t i o n  sugars purchased by  them and the namr-S 

members will lealize, involves, in  the actual work- of thp dealers with the amounts purchased from each. 
ing-out. much complication and a careful definition, BY this m e w ,  a check will kept on the ~ m m i s s i m  
among other things, of what is sugar intended for Merchants, the dealers and the shopkeepers. I think, 
local consumption. Dr. Saint has prepared a memo- perhaps, 1 should give the remon for the extra 
randum which f o r m  the basis of such legislation b e c a w  it 2s a fact which should be made known to  



tLis Committee. No special or oficial ecinmunicaticn 
was made to any particular manufacturer but as  11or:- 
ourable members know much of this sugar is manu- 
factured by Searles Factory and it is pointed oili 
by that CIompany that inasmuch as i t  takes 106 tous 
of raw sugar to manufacture 100 tons of their 
"special" which is direct consumption sugar, they 
will be losing; that they will not be making the same 
piwfits which they made this year. Dr. Saint has 
taken that into consideration and has revised our 
estimate, putting up to us the necessity for asking 
for this extra sE4,000 which brings the sum to S2tl,000 
but  a t  the same time pointinS out that about £6,000 
will come back t a  us from neighbouring West India2 
Colonies. I do not know that at this stage I can 
tell honourable members any more, except t o  say thi.;. 
I am really repeating what I said in  my opening 
remarks. The Government is very much concerned 
over the amount of money that we are spending on 
subsidization; the Government is very much cou- 
cerned over discovering ways and means of cheapen- 
ing the cost of living without necessarily having sub- 
sidim$ion on a large scale and equally i t  is very much 
concerned with the question of what are and what 
are not legitimate profits and legitimate mark-up% 
I n  the meantime and until the whole question has 
been investigatcd i t  is proposed-the proposal will 
come before the House shortly-that subsidizatioli 
should be continued qn the same basis as has beer1 
observed during the past 4 or 5 years. I may tell hon- 
ourable members that the proposal which will sow1 
come befiore the House in respect of snbsidizatic~n 
will not be for a sum for six months but  for three 
months. I mention that to show that the Govern- 
ment is very much concerned, however much i t  may 
like to help the workingclass, as to what is an  appro- 
priate allocation for this or that public servic;, 
one of which is snbsidization. I now beg to move 
that this Resolution do now pass and, again, I assurc 
honourable members that it is merely carrying out the 
general policy of subsidization which has been ac- 
cepted by p ~ e v i o u ~  Houses and previous Goveril- 
ments and which will be revised speedily. 

Dr. CUMMINS enters the House and takes his 
seat. 

Mr. BLACKMAN : I beg to second the motion. 
Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman,--There are many 

members iq this House who no doubt have some es- 
Dert advice to offer in connection with this Resolution, 

like sanething Scr honourable members to laugh a t  
but ~f you are going to get 52. 15 more for the sugar 
you S nd out of the kland, YOU may negotiate with 
one of the islands for the purchase of sugar to ba 
sold pmbably a t  half cent per lb. less than what tt 
is s.ld at  now. 1 am just throwing that out as a 
hint. A year or two aga I asked in this H q e  
whether we were not then subsidizing sugar out ,of 
the equalization fund as I heald that we were doing 
so. Anyhow, let us say that we are going to sub- 
sidize sugar. Can the honourable member help m2 
with this? Is the principle that of subsidizing an 
article at  the price you can gct for i t ?  I think yozl 
should subsidize an article on the basis of its cost 
of production, not a t  the price that somebody will 
pay you for it. If somebody offers you $3 per toa 
more than what the article cost:, are you going to sub- 
sidize it a t  that figure? This whole question of sub- 
sidizicg sugar will be bound up with the cost of mau- 
nfac+;uring sugar and if you make allowance for a 
rtmmable manufacturing cost and a reasonable profit, 
that is all that is needed, not to come to the House and 
ask it to subsidize sugar because somebody will pay 
you £2 15 per ton more for it. I am going to make a 
snggestion to the senior member for St. Joseph, 
provided this debate continues and honourable mem. 
bers are not satis fied in mind as to thc r ighk of the 
principle on which this Resolution is based. My sug- 
gestion is that we report progre% and ask leave to sis 
t:gzin ailcl that a Select Committee be appointed to go 
into the matter with the Director of Agriculture and 
others who have worked out this scheme and are more 
acquainted with the details of i t ;  so that if honourable 
members vote for or against it they will know the 
grounds on which they do so. I must say that I am 
very hazy and perturbed over the matter. 

Mr. S. d. WALCOTT: I too. Sir, have to say 
that this Besolutipn has confused me. I cannot quiie 
understand what it is all about. I would like the 
people's food subsidized so that they can obtain i t  
cheaper but the right articles should be subsidized, 
not an article which we produce. HOW does i t  look 
to :lie outside world if we say that the price 
of sugar i? too dear? because if we subsidize 
sugap, Tve will be saying that sugar is costing us too 
much. How does i t  look to the Imperial Governmenl 
who is helping us if we say that the price of sugar 
is too dear? I should prefer to see such articles as 

b i t e  and stockfeed sukidked,  not a n  article which so I am going to speak early in order that they ma3+ we grow; imported articles should be subsh~ired. 
help me when they do speak. This proposal, Sir, h 1 That is the first point. I would like to make. The 

[ caused me no end of trouble in trying to understa u 
it. I have been told that the staple product of this 
island is sugar and that we derive Our prosperity, 
revenue and everything else from sugar; therefor:', 
I feel that when we oome to the point of subsidizinir 
sugar, we are subsidizing sugar with sugar. It is 
somewhat paradoxical. I would like to say a t  the 
outset that  I would be the last person t o  do anythind. 
to raise the cost of living, even by a half cent, 
the working classes lof this Colony but  i t  seems 
me that the subsidizing of sugar may be a very 
dangerous thing. You might get off half Cent in this 
instance but  to provide the tax for this g17,000 or 
&31,000 you might pay more than half cent on somf- 
thing else of which the people use a greater quantity. 
We have to be careful. I would like the senior m e w  
ber for St. Joseph to tell me whether there is only 
cone grade of sugar sold locally. I think he has al- 
ready explained the sugar that is shipped to other 
islands and I would like to know whether it wouM 
not be cheaper to export all onr sugar and import 
some from one of the islands (Laughter) It soundc; 

next point is that $22. 15. per ton will be lost to the 
sugar industry and it is proposed that of that i P .  15. 
per :on, £1. 1'5 per ton should be placed to a Price 
Stabilization Fund, 51 per ton to a Capital &llabiii- 
tation E~~~~~~ Fund and 10,- per ton to a Labollr 
welfare Fund. well now, sir,  for any ~ v e r m e n t ,  
particularly a Labour Government to say t:.&t the 
industry that supporb Barbados is to be rotbetl of 
$2. 15. per ton, is in my opinion, somewhat hard. I 
cannot see how that could possibly be right. I repeat 
that it is nothing but robbery. If honourable mom- 
hers would refer to the addendurn to the Eevolution 
they will sep, that i t  is stated that i t  is not proposed 
to collect the amount of $2. 1'5. per ton on sugar. 
manufactured for local consumption and mt exported 
'from this island ........" Well, if the;y arc not going 
to collect that amount on sugar that is mxnufactured 
for local consumption, then the sugar that is exported 
to St. Vincent, for instance, will get the benefit oF 
that £2. 15. per ton. If the Imperial Go tc rnv - i~ t  
which has given us this price made the stipulation 
that this amount be allocated to these sl~ecial funds 
for the benefit of the sugar j ndur t r~ ,  how then can 



this Government take that amount away from the 
industry t 51.5 per ton is for a Price btablhza,lo~! 
Reserve Fund, which means that every sugar grower, 
large and small, will be able to pay a better wage to 
the worker. The £1 per ton for the Capital Rehab- 
ilitation Rzserve Fund will mean better machinery 
m d  that will result in a better price for canes because 
the better the machinery, the less canes it will take 
to produce a ton of sugar. And now comes the most 
unkindest cut of all,--the proposed deprivation of 
the Labour Welfare Fund of 10/- per ton! Well, 
Sir, I cannot see how a" Labour Government could do 
a thing like that, I do not think that any Govan- 
ment-Conservative or o the rwis~shou ld  suggest 
that the sugar industry oP this island should be 
robbed of this £2.15 which forms part ol" the increased 
price which has been offered to us for our sugar. I 
have said enough for the present and, if necessary, 
I shall speak again. 

M:. WAGD: Mr. Chairman,-I too am not coa- 
vinced that  i t  is necessary for us to subsidize sugar. 
As the junior member for the City has said, the 
reason why we subsidize commodities is because we 
feel that they are too expensive for the community 
to buy. If \ye subsidize sugar it i? tantamount to 
saying that the price of sugar is too high and, there- 
fore, we sQould give the people some assistance to en- 
able them to tide over the difficulty. To my mind, 
this proposal is a great slap to the taxpayers in  
Great Britain. They have given us this preference, 
this increase in the price of our sugar, to enalde us to 
raise our people's standard of living and this Govern- 
ment is saying "Oh, no! that will not do. we will 
m e  this money t o  subsidize the same sugar which thc 
British Government has already subsidized. " Kov, 
Sir, the British Government who is buying our sugar 
is paying us &LT5 per ton extra for i t  in orde- to help 
our people and this Government, is saying "Give ff2.15 
of this money to the people who produce our sugar 
by way of subsidy." I feel that it is the most ridicu- 
ious proposition I have heard for quite a while. This 
same Government, a few months ago, aholutley re- 
fused to subsidize rice, an imported commodity which 
the people use in greater quantities and now it is prd- 
posing that sugar xyhich the people themselves pm- 
duce, the main product of the island, sl~ould be sub- 
sidized. It is absolutely impossible, Sw, to speak as 
one feels on aproposal of this sort;  i t  is rmly a politi- 
cal manoeuvre. This Government discwered that it 
made a desperate mistake by not subsidizing rice and 
i t  comes now with this proposal to camoniiage the 
people of this country and make them believe that it 
is trying to do something for them when i t  is actually 
squeezing them because as the junior msmber for the 
City has said, it may pay us better to sell the sugar and 
then import it. As the senior member for St. ?Tames 
has said, the Government proposes to take awav from 
a Psice Stabilization Reserve Fund £1.5. per ton, 21 
per ton from a Capital Rehabilitation &serve Fund 
a d  10/- per ton from a Labour Welfare Fund,-solne- 
thing which the British Government has stated should 
be 8one ; that ir what this Government proposes to do 
If that were done and I were a British taxpayer l 
would say "We are Eelping the sugar industry ir 
the West Indies to too great an extent because wt 
are giving tliem more money to Belp their people and 
*ey are taking that money to subsidize the fiame 
commodity ~ ~ h i d h  thev are manufacturing." Ther( 
is much more I would like t6 say but I know there 
are other honourabln members who vould like to s p a $  
on the subject, so I will stop for the present. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I am delighted to b o w  
3fr. Chairman. that the Oovernmmt is concerned 
over the subsirhation of the people's food: jt is do- 
lkhtf11l that in I r s ~  than three months the Govern 

,ent has made a change i n  that  direction. The 
overnment did not hestitate to increase the price 
f rice by 50 per cent. but as fa r  as  sugar whkh-is 
lnsumed a t  the rate of 46.8 cents per a n n m  
er person is concerned, i t  proposes to sub- 
dize it. If we take the Government's own fig- 
res, the local consumption of sugar in the island is 
.8 pound per person per week and that includes such 
rxuries pastries, confectionery and so on. Well, 
S I say, Sir, sugar is consumed locally a t  the rate of 
3 cents per person per week or 46.8 per person per 
nnum and to increase the price by half cent per lb. 
rill not result in such a substantial sum to the pro- 
iucer when you aonsider that the British Gavern- 
aent h= increased the price of sugar in order to help 
s and we !mve increasecl the cost of labour by abom 
0 per cent. To give s~~bsiccy on 46.3 ccnts pel. 
nnum, in addition, would be a most generous act 
n the part of this Government. The ~ o i n t  of vie%- 
hat I take is that this proposal is  real:^ imnloral. 
'WO previous speakers have emphasized that ~ o i n t  bdt 
do not think that i t  can 'be oueremphasized. Here 

:e have the British taxpayer putting up &4. 15 per 
on extra for our sugar to enable us to pay more fo r  
abour, to pay additional cost of supplies and to p u t  
@ide a certain amount of money for stabilization 
n case the sugar market collapses in the future, 
L certain amount for improved machinery and a 
ertain amount for social welfare purposes. What 

proposed by  this Labour Government Y I t  i8 pro- 
)osed that we should not collect it all; it is proposed 
tmt the producer of the sugar that is consumed locally 
hould not get the benefit of 54. 15 per ton but only 
M per ton. Well that is the most ridiculous thing 
[ have ever heard and I think it is absolutely immoral. 
We are to subsidize an item which is grown in this 
sland! We have put  forward our claims year after 
.ear showing our increased costs and the British Gov- 
mment  has generously met our demands, and here, 
is  the junior member for the City has said, we are 
going to subsidize the very thing on which we depend. 
We grow sugar and we are going to subsidize i t !  I 
nave never heard such a proposal iu my life. I t  is 
~mmoral for us to subsidize our sugar now that we 
have successfully begged and are continuing to beg 
,he British Government to give us more money to 
mdblc us to put  the industry on a better footing. 
I'here is another point and that is what the senior 
zlember for St. Joseph has said about the exporting 
)f sugar manufactured for lodal consumption. Th6- 

this Chamber seem to be very difficult 
t if I understand him correctly I gather 
15 will be taken off the amount of the 

L That. to my mind, is also immoral; the 
A-hole thing is immcral. What we should do is to 
postpone the further comideration of this Resolution 
until the Bills raferred to i n  the Governor's Message 
No. 9,0947-the Bills for the establishment of the 
?rice Stabilization Reserve Fund, the Capital Behab- 
ilitation Reserve Fund and the Labour Welfare Fund 
--come down from the Government. We do not know 
on what lines those Bills will be drawn and I suggest 
to the senior member for St. Joseph to postpone the 
further consideration of this Resoluiion until they 
are laid before this House. I really oannot'under- 
stand how the members of the Executive Committee 
could again allow themselves to be persuaded by the 
ships that pass in  the night. There is an  expression 
on the wharf-and a lot of humour can come from 
the wharf-that we have had five years of bush tea 
and We are now going to get a series of blood tran:+ 
fnsi0n.s. (Tianqhter). 

Mr. ADAMS: Before any other honourable 
member spcaks I would Iike to say this to those 
me,mbers who have made the criticislhs that the Go;.- 



ernment is politically manoeuvring or  c$mouBaging p or is immoral. The Government would feel strange 
if expressions like that we5e not hurled a t  it. Thc 
G.overnment is trying its best to keep the cost of 
living as low & possible and i t  considered' that th;s 

t is one of thc ways to do so. I hope there is no 
political camouflaging by honsurable members of th,. 
Conservative Group whose hearts are bleeding to- 

r day for the British taxpayer b ~ l t  that when the In- - 
come Tau Bill comes down they will talk and ncb bL* 
silent so as to help the Blitish taxpayer. I am sug- 
gesting to honourable mcmbers that the duty of the 
Opposition is a t  least to be helpful in their critic- 
is- but not to assign motives of the sort which 
they have imputed, especially to a Grvemm:nt like 
this that is asbolutely determined to examine every 
mattcr that is for the good of the community, in the 
light (of the ability of the community to pay, that 
ability necessarily haviny some reference to the in- 
comes of people in the lowest income groups. This 
Xesolution has been before the House for some time 

I and hcnourable members must have had conferences 
ilrith others connected with the sugar industry and, 
maybe, even connected with the Government and they 
should know that nothing in this proposal is in any 
way going to interfere with the scheme for stabilizs- 
ticn, rehabilitation or labour welfare; merely to throw 
that at  us is to accuse not of being immoral but  
of having sawdust stuck into our heads instead of 
grey matter. 

The CHAIRMAN: The Chair did not under- 
stand the honourable junior member for St. James 

Governor-in-Executive Committee to provide for  the 
payment vf the swaries ant: nther expenses of the 
Architect and P1a:cning mc:t?r and the staff G£ his 
ci%ce nutil the 31ht 51a;.:h, 194t. 

M i .  MOTTLB: J . L wonld like to know, Nr.  
C:!airman, what is happer~ing. 

The CRAIRMAN : The honnncable senior member 
for St. Joseph is in charge of Gover'nruent Business: 
He has postponed the further consideration of the 
first Besolution relating to the subsidization of au:m 
and is proceeding to the next Resolution and I rule 
that he is in  order to do so. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: A11 right, Sir. 
Mr. A D ~ M s :  As the addendum to this Resolu- 

t i o ~  states t h b  Eouse has already in its reply to a 
M e s q e  from the Acting Governor approved of the 
proposals for the appointaent of an ArcLiteet and 
Planning Officer to succeed %. L. DeSyIlas and for 
the provision of the necessary staff and equipment 
and this ResoIutjon- 

Mr. WARD: On a point of Order. 
The CHAIRMAN: Before an,y hsnourabk 

m e m k  speakp, I srhoatld l i b  t o  say that it has been 
drawn to my attention that the senior member for 
St. Joseph should have asked for and obtaised the 
leave of the House to postgone the further cowider- 
ation of the Resolution relating to the subsidization 
of sugar. 

VOICES: That sounds better. 

The C H A I ~ ~ :  The only person who has 
uever made a mistake is the person who has never had 
anything to do. (Lancrhter) . 

to suggest that  the Government is immoral; he is I ADAMS :' I have been in this .House long 
saying that the proposal is immoral. enough to have seen divers rnlings on this point. 

Mr. ADAMS: It is very difficult for a person Chaiman, I ask leave to 
to put forward an immoral proposal without being the further consideration of the Resolution 
immoral himself. I am perfectly willing if honourable the subsidisation of' sugar. 
members have those ideas now-ideas which obviously There being no objection the honourable member 
were formed before they heard the Government's for and the  Resolution 
p i n t  of view and to which they are holding strongly 
-to accept the suggestion af the junior member for Mr. ADWNS: I was saying that  the IZe~oliltiol~ 
the City that a Select Committee be appointed to of £2,861 is to provide the ne.ce,sary 
interview Dr. Saint and any other persons who may the cost of the salaries and other 
be helpful in giving information on the subject. I t  Architect and Planning Officer and 
is no good telling the Government about subsidizing office until the 31st &%arch, 1948. 1. 
rice and stockfeed; we may come aronnd to the sub- to remind honourable members that 

--a@ sidization of khaki pants which the scnicr member he will come speedily because we 
for St. Andrew has been always advocating. The be here before Mr. DceSyllas 
Goveynment has told this Committee that this ~esolu- /  leaves. I beg to move that the Resolution do now 
",on has been brought merely in keeping with th  
principle established by previous Governments .F! 
accepted by previous Efouses during thc War and 
the Government would not bo so stupid as t o  dream 
even of attempting to ram anythinz down the throats 
of honourable members who, as I say, have evidently 
made up their minds before they heard the Govern- 
mentPs p o i ~ t  of view. I think that the suggestion 
of the junior member for the City is an excellent 

* ane and when the Hpnso lesumes I shall make d 
motion for the appointment of a Select Committee 
to consider and report on this matter. f wodd  just 
like to point out that the merchants are anxious t a  
get the matter settled, so that th:! members who are . appointed on that Committee should meet promptly 
and submit th& report ae, quiokly as powible. I 

paSs* 
MT.. fJ'PRINaER: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LE WIS : I would just like to enquire from 

the senior member for  St. Joseph whether it is pro- 
posed to keep the same ~ t a f f  and the same equipment 
which Mr. DeSJTUas has o r  whether we are *ing to  
increase the personnel and the equipment. I 
have liked to have had more detail8 in  the addendum. 
If I am ~ o t i n g  for the retention of the staff and the 
same equipment I will not mind, but if the staff is to 
bt. increased and the equipment e n l a ~ g a  I 
have liked to have been given more details in the 
addendum. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman,-I have not the 
file here but thrt details were all set out in the Acting 
Goverllcr7s Message and the House approved of them 

intend to postpone the further oonsf&rsrtion of this aft-r a Select Committee considered the Message and 
Resolution and proceed with the next Resolution. submitted its i.epwt. This is purely formal. The 

House having stated that i t  approved of the pm- - ~ L U T I O N  TO PAY S..W&&ES ARCHI- A D  posals, this Resolutiw has be-a sent d o m  to o a ~ r y  
-L 

PLANNING OFFICQB &m HI% @?A%%'. thank i ~ t g  eat?&. 
The qnmtioh tha% this RmohFUBion do no-W pass is m. b&4W3: m e  fiw m l t l t i o n  for resolved in th, division 

s u q  of &,%i to be plW?d at the dispmt d t b  



EX GRATIA GRANT TO E W A R  EDWARDS. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: The next Resolution, Sir, 
is for the sum of £57. 5 .  10 for the purpose, of grant- 
ing an ex gratia payment representing one month's 
salary for each completed year of service, within 
the pensionable age limit, as a casual employee in thc 
Public Works Department, to Edgar Edwards. The 
addendum explains the matter. Edwards was em- 
ployed until the 25th October, 1946, when ha ceased 
to work on nledi~al  ground^ and it is proposed to 
pay him a grant based on one month's salary for each 
completed year of service within the pensionable age 
limit. ISe mas nct a permanent employee of the 
Public Works Department but he was a member of 
one of the gangs that obtained employment fairly 
regularly. NOW that he h% retired on the grounds of 
ill health and has no means of su!:s;st;tent?? the GOV- 
ernment proposes to give him this grant. I m q  say 
that there is prLcedent for it. We have iu the pasi 
given grants of this sort to employees of the Publie 
Works Department who resigned on grounds o i  iil 
health after working for a number of years in x!ic 
Government Service. I beg to move that this Resolu- 
tion do now pass. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Resolution do now pat.:. 

is put  and resolved in the affirmative without division. 
On the motion of Mr. AD AM^, seconded by Mr. 

SPRLNGER, the Chairman reports the passing of two 
Resolutions and the postponement of one in Commit- 
tee of Supply and asks leave to sit again. 

The House resumed and on the motions of Mr. 
ADAMS, seconded by Dr. CUMMINS, the two Resolu- 
tions which are passed in Committee of Supply are 
read a first and a second time and are agreed to. 

SUSPENWON O F  RULE 88 

Mr. - M S :  Mi'. Speaker,-I ask leave to 
take Order No. 11 as the next Order. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I refer the honourable member 
to Rule 88 which: says inter alia that no Resolution 
shall be removed from its position on the Order 
Paper, so as to have precedence of other butiness, ex- 
cept the mover thereof shall have given notice a t  
the previous meeting of the House of his intention to 
ask for leave to do so. 

Mr. ADAMS : Fn that case, Mr. Speaker, I asll 
leave to move the surspension of Rule 88 in order to 
proceed with Order No. 11. 

There being no objection; the honourable member 
js granted leave to proceed. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that Rule 88 be 
suspended in order to be able to proceed with O r d ~ r  
No. 11. 

Mr. SPRJNGER: I beg to second that. 
The question that Rule 88 be suspended is put 

and xesolved in the affirmative without division 

COST OF' LIVING ALLOWANCE TO 
EMPLOYEES O F  THE GOVERNBEEXT 

SAVINGS BANK 

;Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands in thr 
name of the honourable senior ineinbcr for S t  
Joseph,- To move the passing of the following 
Resolution :- 

Resolved that with effect from the 1st day ol 
April, !.3,46, and until the 31st of March, 1948, r 
cost of living allowance be paid to 

(a) officers in the full time service of the Saving 
Bank who receive their salaries from thc 
funds of the Bank 

(b) officers who retired from the full time ser- 
vice of the Bank at any time between the 
1st day of April, 1946, and the date of the 
passing of this Resolution in ci~cumstances 
rendering them eligible for the grant of a 
pension or gratuity 

a t  the rates, and subject to the terms, conditions and 
exceptions set out in the scheduk to this R e s o l ~ t i o ~ ~ .  

Mr. AD'hMS : Mr. Speaker,-The Savings Bank 
is worked under a special Act and the Resolution 
which we have passed giving a cost of living aliow- 
ance to public officers d o g  not include the employees 
of the Bank; .therefore, it is necessary to bring for- 
ward this Resoluticn. The rates, terms, conditions and 
exceptions are the same as those in respect of other 
branches of the Service. I beg to move that this 
Resclution be now approved of. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. GALE: I am not opposing this Resolution 

becaus? I think i t  is fitting that the allowance be 
granted to the employees of the Bank but anybody 
who visits the Savings Bank must come to one of 
two conclusions,-either that i t  is understaffed or th,. 
premises in which its business is being done are too 
small. 

Yr. SPEAKER : I do not think that this is t ! ~  
occasion to go into that phase of tile matter. 

Xr. GALE: I was only endeavouring to bring 
it to the notice of the Gove~nment. 

Mr. ESRANCKER : I just want to say that 1 
welcomp this or' any other Redut ion  to provide for 
the payment of a cost of living allowance. I an1 
:lad to see that the Government comes with this Reso- 
lution but I would like it to know that I have not 
$\ren up  hope and am still looking forward to the 
time when i t  will have a change of heart in respec4t 
)f the cost of living allowance to the unestablished 
staff of the Highways and Transport Department. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable member 
knows that those remarks are out of order. 

The question that this Resolution be now ap- 
proved of is put and resolved in  the affirmative 
withofit divimn. 

FACTORXES BILL POSTPOXED 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stallds in rhe 
name of the honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph,--Second reading of a Bill to  make provision 

the registration and supervision of factories and 
the safety and well being of workers employed 

rein. 
Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave, ;Mr. Speaker; to 

postpone the consideration of this Bill, as the Select 
,Committee appointed to con*sider and report on it 
has not yet completed its labours. 

There being no objection, the consideration of 
this Bill is postponed. 

DAIRIEB REGTJLATIONS FURTHER 
POSIPPONED. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order is to resume 
Committee on the Resolution to approve Regula~ions 
made by the General Board of Health under Sectiol, 
3 of the Dairies Act, 1941, and approved and sanc- 
tioned by the Governor-in-Executive Committee. 

Mr. SPRINGER : The position, Mr. Speaker, as 
honourable members will remember, with this Resolu- 
tion is that there were certain questions raised durjnp 
the last debate which I duly noted and referred to the 
Chief Medical Officer. Those point4 are still under con- 
sideration; therefore, I ask leave to postpone this 
Order and the next Order standing in  my name. 



Ther.e being no objection, Orders Nos. 3 and 4 
are  postponed. 

HOTELS AID BILL POSTPONED 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stand3 in J i c  
name of the honourable senior member for St. Philip, 
-Second reading af a Bill to encourage the Hotel 
Industry in this Island. 

Mr. CRAmFORD: With your permission, Sir, 
I should like to ask leave to postpone the considera- 
tion of this Bill to-day. 

Mr: SPEAKER: It seems that there is a ginera? 
postponement of Orders to-day. 

There being no objection, the consideration of 
this Bill is postponed. 

COLONIAL TREASURER'S AMENDMEYT BlLL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands in the 
name of the honourable senior member for St. Jos.:pll 
--,Second reading of a Bill to amend the Colonial 
Treasurer's Act, 1941 (1941-9). 

Mr. ADAXS: Mr. Speaker,-I am afraid that 
on the last occasion, owing to my not making as full 
an explanation as possible, certain criticisms were 
made by some honourable members who felt that the 
House would be giving up some of its power. Pro- 
vision for the House to appoint the Colonial Treas- 
urer still exists; it is not touched b)- this amend- 
ment. But on the last occasion when the Colonial 
Treasurer was unfortunately ill, in order to get a 
cheque signed to bc able to dram Gcvernment money 
it was necessary to drive to Mr. Gittens's house and 
get him to sign the chequc on his bed. We arc 
t r y i ~ g  to prevent that f o m  happening again, if the 
Colcnial Treasurer is ill. If honourable membvs will 
look at  the "Objects and Reasons" for this Bill, they 
will see there stated that as the law stands at  pres- 
ent, no person can be appointed to act as Colonial 
Treasurer unless he has been nominated by the House 
of Assembly and approved by the Governor-in- 
Executive Committec. Recent experience has shown 
that such a position may lead to considerablc incon- 
venience in case the Colonial Treasurer should fall 
ill and this Bill accordingly seeks to amend the law 
so as to authorize the Governor to appoint a person 
to act  as Colonial Treasurer in  the event of the 
Colonial Treasurer becoming temporarily incapable 

the official position or not, he must undertake the 
responsibility and i t  is only fair that if the man has 
to shonlder the responsibility, in  fact if not in law, 
he ought to be allowed to draw what 1-cmuneration is 
available for him. If honourable members in  spite 
O K  !hat explanation m: s.ill opposed to the slight 
change in the method of the appointment of the 
Acting Colonial Treasurer, I suggcst that we pass 
the ~eccnd reading of the Bill in order that we may 
go into Committee and there we may be able to 
make suitable amendments. 

Mr. EAXSAY: I n  view of what the senior 
:11~n<irr for S t  Joseph and the senio? member for 
St. Beorge have said I am satisfied, especially when 
the senior member for St. Joseph stated that no 
acting appointment can be made except with the 
ccnsent ~f !he House. I was apprehensive that in 
ca?e the Colonial Treasurer was incapacitated for a 
long period, someone might be appointed by the 
Governor and during that period we may have been 
left in the cold. I am perfectly in  agreement with 
what the two honourable members have said and I am 
going to vote for the Bill. , 

Mr. LEWIS: I do not know whether I jhould 
agree to or disagree with the principle of this Bill 
as i t  stands but I know that it will be wrong on the 
part of the House to leave the Government in such a 
position that i t  cannot carry on if the Colonial Treas- 
urer falls ill. However, I would like to point our, 
thar this Bill makes provision for illness only. I under- 
stand that there are occasions on which the Colonial 
Treasurer may have to be out of the Island. There is 
such a body set up  in these parts as a Currency Board : 
if there is anybody in this island to serve on that 
Board it may be the Colonial Treasurer, in  
case he may have to go to Trinidad where the Board 
is being set up and I do not Bee any reason why 
this Bill should not provide for such a contingency. 
The next thing I may say is that  the point raised by 
the junior member for St. Peter is worthy of con- 
sideration by this House. I f  the incapacity of thc 
Colonial Treasurer continues for longer than three 
months I think this House should have a say in who 
~lhould continue to act as Colonial Treasurer. Not 
that alone. I think that this Bill should also contair? 
some provision that if anybody is appointed, eve11 
for a day, the matter should be referred to the House 
so that it could be placed on record that such a 
thing did take place. I am of the o ~ i n i o n  that P 

of his duties through illness,-nothin nl0ovision shculd b e  made in  the Act fo i  these con- 
else. The House will still continue to appoint thy 
Colonial Treasurer and to make acting appointme@ 
too but if the Houso happens not to be in sessiol; 
when the Colonial Treasurer is too ill to come out to  
work i t  will mean, as  the law stands a t  pressnt, g o i q  
10 his house, as I said just now, to get cheques signed. 
This Bill seeks purely to meet that possibility and 
has no intention whatever of taking away any power 
from the House. I beg to move that the Bill be now 
read a second time. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I beg to second th? motion 
and I would like to add this. The present situation 
also causes a hardship upon the senior clerk in the 
Department who, in such cases as described by the 
senior member for St. Joseph, cannot receive any 
gap for acting; in fact, until an appointment is con- 
firmed by the Governor-in-Executive Committee no 
one can act and receive half of the pay of the Colonial 
Treasurer which a person ought to be receiving for 
shouldering a re.s~onsibility of that sort. Hononrabb 
members will realize t h ~ t  in the event or" thc Colonin1 
Treasurer fallinn ill. the next senior pe-son in tit- 
Department has got t o  fill his place ; whether he is in 

iin%encies. I do not say that  if the Colonial 
Treasurer is out of the island somebody should net 
a t  and be given some compensation for  acting. I 
am prepared to let the Government make the adjust- 
ment for a short period but  I am going to insi,t 
in Committee that some amendment be made, making 
it obligatory on the Government to report the matter 
:o this House a t  i ts  very next meeting after that 
adjustment has been made. It has come to my 
knowledge that the person who has acted as Colonial 
Treasurer for some considerable time-not perha*.. 
within the last 18 months-has received absolutely 
no compensation whereas 3 he had been acting for 
someone else in the (kvernment Service he would 
have bcen compensated and I do not think that t h i ~  

! House should cling to a privilege unless it makes an 
adjustment whereby people who are affected by i t  arc 
compensated. Mk. Speaker, I am perfectly willing 
to approve of the principle of allowing the Govern- 
ment to make an adjustment so that if the Colonial 
Treawrer is ill for a short period, the Governor can 
appoint someone to act and report the matter to the 
EIouse a t  it5 very next meeting after but  I am not pre- 



pared to let that acting continue for an indefinite 
period without the consent of the Plouse. 

The questicn that this Bill be now lead a second 
time is put and resolvcd in the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. 
CUMMINS, Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the 
House goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. RAMSAP 
being in the Chair. 

Clause 1 is read and agreed to. 
Clause 2. The C o l o ~ a l  Treasurer's (Amend- 

ment) Act 1941, is hereby amended, 
(a) by deleting the words figures and sym- 

rbols " (i) The person holding the office of Colonial 
Treasurer's Act 1891 (hereinafter referred to as 
the Principal Act) and may be cited as the 
Colonial Treasurer 'S (Amendment) Act, 1941 " 
cccurring immediately before section two of the 
said he t  and substituting as section one the 
words, figures and symbols following, that is to 
say :- 

" l .  This Act shall be read together 
with the Colonial Treasurer's Act, 1891 
(hereinafter referred to as the Principal 
Act) and may be cited as .the Colonial Treas- 
urer's (Amendment) Act, 1941. " 
(b) by renumbering section four thereof as 

section 4 (1) and by adding thereto as so re- 
numbered the fdlowing new subsection to be 
numbered (2) :- 

" (2) Notwithstanding anything to the 
contrary contained in subsection (1) of this 
section, if the Colonial Treasurer through 
illness shall became temporarily incapable of 
performing the duties of his office, the Gov- 
ernor may if he shall consider i t  expedient 
so to do appoint some fit and proper person 
to act in his place and stead during the 
period of his incapacity. " 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that that be ̂ Claum 
2 of the Bill. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. WARD : Before the question is put I would 

like to have an explanation of sub-clause 2 of this 
Clause. It says : ' ' If the Colonial Treasurer through 
illness shall become temporarily incapable of per- 
forming the duties of his office." How far does 
"temporarily" go. I feel that there should be so 
limit. Swpose the House was prorogued or dea 
and i t  became necessary for the Governor to appoint 
someone to act as Colonial Treasurer, the new Home 
should be notified within a reasonable time after, 
so as to give it the opportunity of saying whether 
i t  approves of the aeting appointment or not. I feel 
that these should be some amendment to make it 
clear that the Eouse will have the last say in the 
appointment of that Actiqg .Colonial Treasurer. 
There is another point. As the junior member for 
th,e City has said, this Bill, as far I see, eovers 
only illness. The Colonial Treasurer may haye to go 
m leave and that should also be taken into considepa- 
tion. I beg to move that we report progress m d  
mk leave to sit again. 

31r. &DAMS: I should like to point out that 
the normal sick leave to the Colonial Treasurer would 
be only three weeks; after that, he would have to  
ap?ly for further leave and the House mould have 
the right under section 4 of the Act to appoint some- 
one to act as Colonial Treasurer. The Act does not, 
E o w ~ e r ,  make any provisioll for the possibility cf 
the House not being in session or the Colonial Treas- 
urer dying or being on leave. If an honourable mem- 

ber would make an amendment to cover that possibil- 
ity I ~vould be perfectly &fling to decept it. 

Mr. LEWIS: I suggest the deletion of the 
m r d s  "through illnew" occurring in lines 3 and 
4 of sub-clause 2 of this Clausp and the substitution 
of the words "for any cause wh~htever" therefor ancl 
the insertion of a new sub-clause follows :- "Pro- 
vided that all such acting appointments are reported 
to the House of Assembly a t  i4.s next meeting £or 
confirmation and provided also that such acting ap- 
pointment shall not continue for longer than three 
months. ' ' 

Mr. WARD: Mr. Chairman,-I would sot like 
the House t_o do anything wrong, so I feel that i t  is 
better to postpone this matter and let a proper 
amendment be prcpared in the meantime. 

Mr. ADAMS: I do not know what honourable 
members want. If they will tell me what they want 
I will draft an amendment in keeping with the.Ir 
desire. 

Mr. WARD: Section P of the A& -p:-- "&f 
the Colonial Treasurer shall be granted leave or shah1 
become temporarily incapable of performing or is 
from any cause temporarily prevented from acting in 
the duties of his office, the House of Assembly shall 
nominate some fit and proper person to be approved 
of by the Governor-in-Executive Committee to act in 
his place and stead." According to this amendment 
we would not have the power to nominate a t  all. The 
Governor can appoint someone to act as Colonial 
peasurer for a year and we would not have any say 
because there is no pmvision here that the matter 
ihould be reported to this House for comfirmation. 
3uppose for argument sake the Colonial Treasurer sud- 
lenly died, for how long would the Governor be as-  
;horized to appoint an Acting Colonial Treasurer t 
It might be for a period of ten years. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I do not like the proposal of 
the junior member for the City, who is not in hie 
seat, because if you allow us merely to confirm we 
will be reversing our present positi-on. Our right 
~lnder the present law is to nominate and i t  should 
not be a matter merely of confirmation by this House. 
The first sub-clause of this Clause states that in case 
of leave other than through illness, the ;Bouse nomin- 
ates, just as in the case of the original appointment, 
and the Governor-in-Executive Committee approves. 
I see no reason why the position should be reversed 
in the case of illness. I should like to point out that 

eventuality of death is not provided for under 
Act and death is as much an unforeseen emergen- 
as temporary illness. I am suggesting that the 

words "or shall die" be inserted after the word 
"office"; that the words "during the period of in- 
cagaoity" be deleted and the following substituted 
therefor: "Until an appointment shall have been 
made by the House of Assembly," in fact, I beg to 
llzove that sub-Clause 1 of Clause 2 be deleted and the 
following substituted therefor :- 

"(2) notwithstanding anything to the contrary 
contained in subsection (1) of this section, 
if the Colonial Treasurer through illness 
shall become temporarily incapable of per- 
forming the duties of his office or shall dip 
the Uovernor may if he shall consider ~t 
expedient so to do appoint some fit and 
proper person to act in his place and stead 
until an appointment shall have been made 
by the House of Assembly. The 'G-overnor 
shall inform the House of Assembly at its 
next meeting of such appointment and the 
House of A k m b l y  shall thereupon nominate 
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some fit and proper person 'to be approved 
by the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
to act in place of the Colonial 9reasurer." 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: There is only one point, that 1.7, 

the contingency of the Colonial Treasurer going out 
of the island to attend a Conference, for instance. 

Mr. SPRINGER: TBat is covered b y  sub-clause 
1. If it is known that the Colonial 'Tkeasurer is going 
to leave the island, the House will be  informed iu 
advance and on the day he is going someone will be 
nominated to act but  where there is some unfore- 
seen cricumstance such as illness or death, some 
means of temporarily filling the post should be 
provided. 

Mr. D A M S :  I am more inclin&, i n  the cir- 
cumstances, to accept the motion of the senior mem- 
her for St. Lucy because the principal Act make;; it 
xncumbent on us to make an annual appointment 
and the wording of the amendment of the senior 
member for St. George does not quite fit in with 
the section of the Principal Act which speaks cf 
the annual appointment. I will confess that this 
is an oversight by the Government. Even the 
Principal Act will have to  be altered s m e  day 
unless honourable members want to continue 
to appoint the Colonial "lh'easurer every year, 
although the session is  for a per:wl of two years. 
beg to second the motion of the senior member for 

at its next meeting to deal with the Resolution of 
which I: have just given notice. 

REPLIES LAID 

Mr. CRAWP0R.D : I beg to lay on the Table of 
the House the Replies to Question No. 18 standing m 
the name of thc hononrabl-e senior member for 
St. Michael. 

Mr. SPIZINGER: I beg to lay the Replies ta, 
Questions Nos. 25 and 26, both standing in the name 
of the honourable junior member for St. Lucy. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to lay the Replies to 
Question No. 22 standing i n  the name of the honour- 
able junior member for St. Lucy : 

SCARCITY O F  STANDPlPES I N  ST. JOHN 

Mr. SPEAKER:  On the last occasion at 
Question Time, the House was considering the motion 
for adjournment made by the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. John in order to discuss the Replies given 
to his Question No. 12, relating to the scarc~ty of 
standpipes in St. John, and the honourable senior 
member for St. Michael was speaking. 

&fr. COX: 3Ir. Speaker,-I was assured last 
week by the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
that a very comprehensive scheme for the water sup. 
ply is on foot, and I am satisfied that some steps ham 
been taken to improve the conditions. I only hope that 
the Government will put the scheme into effect a9 
soon as possible. 

Dr. WILSON: With regard to this matter of 

organitation for banking the compulsory savings of 
Barbadian workers employed in the United States of 
America, for the payment to their nominees of the 
allotments authorised to be paid under the terms of 
the workers(' contracts, for the payment of any Court 
order in  respect of the maintenance of any persons 
dependent on the workers, for the reimbursement of 
any monies paid by the Government of Barbados in 
respect of duties incurred by the workers in  the 
United States of America, and in respect of advances 
made to workers by way of cash or in order to eRect 
insurance. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
was granted leave to give notice of the Resolution. 

Mr.. ADAMS : I beg to give notice of my in- 
tention to move the House into Committee of Supply 

that I might discuss the Replies given to my Ques  
ticns No. 4. For the benefit of those honourable 
members who might not readily recall, those Ques- 
tions dealt with the formation of a Police Association. 
T enquired :- 

l. Whether permission or approval has been 
sought from Government on behalf of the Police 
relative to the formation of a Police Association? 

2. If the answer to the above is "Yes", mes 
such apprcval, or permission, given? 

3. If such approval or permission was given, 
will Government ascertain, and inform this House, 
whether such an Association has yet been formed? 

4. If the answer to Question two is "Yes", and 
to query three is, that "such an  Association has not 
been formed," can Government enlighten this House 
as to the reason why i t  ha4 not been formed? 

The answer to the first Question is "No," and 
the other three Questions have been answer?d in the 
;intomatic, characteristic and traditional fashicn, "Do 
not aris2." I cannot understand how the Goveru- 
merit can tell this House that permission or app rml l  
has not been sought from them on behalf of the 



Police relative to the formation o-f this Association. 
The facts, as I have been able to ascertain them, are 
exactly the opposite to the information which the Qov- 
emment has supplied. There was a petition dated 
the 9th of October, 1944, from the senior Non-corn 
missioned Officers of the Barbados Police Force which 
stated, among other things, that "We, the under- 
signed Non-commissioned Officers of the Barbados 
Police Force. respectfully beg to forward this petition 
to Your Excellency praying that favourable considera- 
tion be given to this petition for an  increase of sal- 
eries and amelioration of living conditions for the 
improvement of the Force. Matters which are 
of paramount importance and call for urgent 
attention are classed 'under the following Heads:" 
Heads 1 to 6 are mentioned, and Head 7 states: 
"Formation of a Police Association." At pre- 
sent the only means of bringing before the notice 
of the Commissicner of Police any dissatisfaction 
amongst the members of the Borc- is through the 
Non-commissioned Officer under whcse charge th:. 
aggrieved party is placed, and the apgricved persou 
often refrains from expressing his grievance through 
this channel for fear of victimisaticn, and that ht.; 
case will be treated as a complaint. Such a feeling 
is inimical to the well-being of the Force, and also 
a stumbling-block to a satisfactory service." 

Mr. SPEAKER : What is the honourable mem- 
ber reading from ? 

Mr. BRANCKER: These are notes which I 
have made ; I have no objection ta their becoming the 
property of thn House. The petition went on to 
state : 

"The formation of a Police Association as form- 
ed by the Metropolitan Police Force would alleviats, 
if not overcome, this element of suspicion and inter 
alia, would be a safe means df bringing any grievance 
to the notice of the Coknmissioner of Police for re- 
dress at  the earliest opportunity. This, in our opinio~l, 
is bound to result not only in a better mutual unde.- 
standing b~tween all ranks, which is essential in any 
organized body, but also in the dispelling of that 
fear and suspioion which mists." 

This petition from the senior Non-commissioned 
Officers of the Barbados Police Force dated the 9th 
of October, 1944, has been forwarded to the Gopernor, 
and the reply, lest we think that the petition was 
misplaced in the post or did not reach the Addres 
which was received signed P .  F. Campbell, Act 
Colonial Secretary, dated 15th of November. 19 
Reference No. 1315, 'Voltime 11/68, says this: 

"His Excellency has no objection to the forma-, 
tion of a Police Association. and would be prepared 
to render such assistance as might b. necessary f m  
tbe formation of such an Association on recognized 
l i n e  His Excellency is uncertain, however, what 
sort of Association the petitionem have in  mind." 

Well, Mr. Speaker, I doubt whether there is any 
honourable member of this Hous,. ~ h o  would disaeree 
with me that nothing is more desirable and emential 
in  the intcrest or well-being of this very considerable 
and important body of public employees in this 
island than that they should have a direct channel 
whe&bs they might ventilate their grievances in 
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have w~i t t en  to England for particulars of the 
P o h .  Federation of Loncicn as mentioned by 6 
Superinntendent Calrer in paragraphs 263, 264 3 
and 265 of his Report. In paragraph 265 of his 
Renor t Xnnerintendeiit Calver s aw that ' The 
~ e i i c e  &d&a%ion was established byVthe Police Act, 
1919, fa r  the purpose of enabling the members of the 
police %rces cd England and Wales to conaider and 
bring to the notice of police authorities and the 
Secretary of State all the matters affectiw their wel- 
fm and &ciency, other t h n  nesfions of Ilisapline 
and promotion dec t ing  indivi 8 uals." In paragEwh 
266 of the %port Superintendent Calver says this: 
"The Police Federation and every branch thereof 
shall be entirely independent of and unassociated 
with any body or person outside the Police Service. ' '  
Honourable members; will recall that  the investigating 
Officer referred to  the fact that advioe had been saulght 
of him by individual members and in a paper p r w n t -  
ed to him on behalf of other ranks of the Pmbados 
Pdice Force, upon the means authorised in  the 
Metropolitan Police to enable policemen to consider 
and bring to notice matters which they wish to raise 
affecting the Forae as a whole, nr ranks within the 
Force, and he advised them that in London t h e  
machinery for dealing with thiq subject is called the 
Netropolitan Police Branch Boards which are part 
of the Police Federation. When members of the Force 
sought information from their superior officers as to 
the Association, they were told, they informed me. 
by the senior Officers "We have written to England 
to get particulars as to how the Metropolitan Police 
Branch Boards are being run, a d  we have even 
written to Jamaica, but no reply &been received." 
Superintendent Calver submitted his %pm$ cthce 
December, 1945 : nearly a year and half has elapsed 
and nothing has been done about this Police Federa- 
tion! I think that i t  should he cleady ahkd in this 
House that not only &W theN3overnment no abjection 
tct the formation of this h c i a t i o n ,  but it $buld ,be 
positive and display e n t h d m  a h t  it ruzdq%at 
it would welcome the farmation of such an  Associa- 
tion and will do all i n  its power to make it a success. 
The Gavernment should say that  and mtutn it. There 
has been a communication between these public em- 
ployees and *he Qowrnment from the former as to the 
formation of this Association; the Government replies 
in an official docnment, and ~vlten fiq ape queried in 
the House as to whether permission or apppsval has 
men sought from them on behalf of the f d a t i v e  
tc i he formation of a Police Asso.oci&ion, the %ply i s  
,'XQ." I can o11ly take that to mean that &he a v e r n -  
ment is asking thiq H o u ~  to b e h ~ e ~ t h a t  ~ , p e r m b i ~ n  
or msro-~al has been -sought from the43o-nt m 
behalf of the PoIwe dat ive ta 3msa&im & mgih 
sn Association. I haw not heard of any loss or de- 
~truct ion by  fir0 or anything else af Gm-ntal 
files, and I would be led to think that the Goverrznrelat 
is trging to deceive or refusing to 6upply infom&ieil 
to the House. I take it that this Rep$ mn,td rrot 
have been given if mrtain homnmbte m e d m s  of 
this House were not amre of w h t  is on. I t  
is very unsatisfactory to be told i n  a carefully con- 
sidered W l y  that ~ermkion has never been w w h t  

why i t  has not been formed. Many of the members 
of the Fore. believe that there is opposition to the 
formation of the Association in  high quarters, and 

pution of slwh an Association The p o h t  1 w a ~ t  t . 3  

make is tbat this R q l v  is eomple&ely um&i&ctory; 
it is untruq and inadequate. Apart fram that the 

some of them have told me that they have be-n in. Police want tt! feel that the Go-vemment is really 
formed that the Officers of th- Force claim that they 1 enthusiastic about this matter and is not mm-ly 

> 

i 



saying that i t  has no objection to the formation of f i  this Association, because, if the Government has no 
objection to it, thc Police will continue to feel, until 
the Association is formed, that repllea will never 
come from the Xietropolitan or the Jamaica Poliso 
F ~ r c e  or the various avenues from which advice is 
being sought. What should have been given is aQ 
unqualified, unconditional statement from the Gov- 
ernment that a Police Association is welcome and is -' being enthusiastically looked forward to by them. 
Because of the very unsatisfactory nature of the5e 
Replies, and the inaccuracies therein contaiaed, be- 
cause this is a burning question and one which I f e d  
the House woulc? be glad to let the Government laow 
how i t  feels about the formation of such a necessary 
body as a Police Association, I beg to move that this 
Mouse do now adjouln for five minutes in order that 
-vre Inay consider, analyse and discuss these Replies. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member e 
motion has not been seconded. 

Mr. CRAWPORD : What I want to s u g g ~ b ~  i s  
. / that further consideration of the lzeplies to tltcce 

Questions be postponed. 
Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid that you c u n o t  

do that because the motion has not been seconded. 
Mr. COX: I beg to second the motion oi the 

honourable junior member for St. Lucy. 
Hr. SPEAKER:  If the honourabl? member 

v-ant.ed to second that motion he should have done SP 

a t  once. I have a l r ~ a d y  said that the motion has no? 
been seconded. 

Mr. CBAWFORD: I should like to say in viev 
of the remarks made by the honourable junior member 
for St. Lucy- 

- *  Mr. SPEAKER:  I do not think that I can let 
the honourable member speak now because I have al. 
ready said that there has not been any Seconder of 
the honourable member's motion, and therefore thal 
is the end of the matter. 

SUSPENSION O F  RUEE 61 ( A ) .  

Mr. RAMSAY : I beg to move that Rule 61 (a: 
he now suspended in order to proceed with Privatt 
Xember 'S Business. 

Mr. HAYNES seconded the motion which w a  
agreed to. 

--% 
ADDRESS Re iXATIONALISATIOl6 OF THE 

BAl3BADOX ELECTILIC SUPPLY 
CORPORATION LIMITED. 

Mr. SPEAKER : When Private Members' Busi 
lie% was last being considered, the House TVW debat 
ing the motion for the passing of an Address to Hi; 
Excellency the Cbvernor relating to the aationalisa 
licn of the Barbados Electric Supply Corporatio~ 
Limited. The passing of this Address was moved b: 
the honomable senjor member for  St. Andrew, a mo 

P tion for the postgonement of the further consideratioi 
of the Address was made %y the honourable junio~ 
member for St. Philip and that was seconded by t n  
honourable jnnior member for St, M-l. The hon 
ourable junior memBer for St. Philip has the righ 

L 
to c o n h e  his speech if he wishes to  do so, and afte 
him, the bononrable junior member for  St. Michael. 

3%. QAKNEB: On the last occasion 1 bad jua 
begun to speak on this matter and I said that elec 

@ tricity is a luxury. I am still of that opinion to-da: 
and I want to give some reasons for saying that. F** 

a+ f4 many years the Electric Company has been mjopin: 
certain privileges in this island, and no doubt the! 
map have amassed a lot of money; but That do TT- 

find to-day? They are very reluctant to spend an: 

f their resources to extend the service; a t  this 
ime when the world is b&g modernised, you get 
,his Company being very indigerent and recalcitraiiz 
n exttndlng their service to the Inhabitants of this 
sland! I think that they should not only be cen- 
mred, but the people of this island should consider 
hat this company has broken its Contract, and the 
iovernment should take over and control and nation- 
ilise it. This Company has not lived up  to expecta 
,ion; everything is moving forward and onward ~ n r l  
,ney are very many respectable people who would 
welcome this service in their homes ; but this Company 
s sitting on its rights and it does not intend to increase 
~ts service to the people of this colony. That is a 
:rying shame. When you get a company which hab 
i large reserve and it does not want to take tha: 
money and further extend its service, that Company 
1s no good. When a Cbmpany wants to create large . 
reserves, that is not doing anybody any good. This . 
Company is living to itself. We in Barbados want 
electricity because i t  is the modern way for cooking 
2nd lighting, and if this Company refuses to extend 
its services something should be done about it. You 
will And the Company operating in certain place, 
like Bathsheba where certain people live, and in 
other places where people want the same service, 
lTou go to the Company and they will tell you that 
mu. have to pay some of the expenses for installing 
he service. I t  is their Company and you have to 
lay for that! If you have to pay for erecting the 
30sts and running the wires and what not, I do not 
see any reason why you shouId not be a partner in 
he b ~ ~ s i i l ~ s s .  The molnent you do that, you are a 
~ a r t n e r  in the firm. I say that something is wrong 
with this Conlpany and i t  should be taken over by 
the Gorernment T see no reason why it should not 
be nationalised. I hare been rcading the Act in 
xmnection with this Company, and i t  is a peculiar 
propmition; 1 have no doubt that they make a 10' 
of money. I have not seen thq bosh, but I think 
that they shculcl operate and capitalise their business 
to a large extent and give tk people of this idand 
electricity. Kerosene oil lamps We almost out of 
dat:. but we have to keep them as "stand-bys". 0;1 
the greatest railway8 they carry along oil lamps for use 
in case of emergencies; but we are not now talking 
abort emergencies, and there is no doubt that this 
C mpany should be strongly censured because if they / , anted to extend their servims they could have done 
,o. It is true that they had a three-mile limit, bu t  in 
1936 or  1937 they got a n  extenqion and they could have 
made capital out of that. If they wanted to live u p  to 
their Contract, they would have supplied the inhabit- 
ants of this island with cheap electricity because they 
get a lot of their fittings free of du&. I do not W why 
the Government should not own this Company, set up 
a proper department and run it. The Waterworks 
Department was not always run as i t  is being run 
to-day. Mr. Speaker, electricity is very essential to 
the people of this island and this Coslpang m g h t  to 
be told that the time has come when the standard 0:' 

living in Barbados is such that electricity is an 
absolute necessity. There me very f48 villages where 
electrical services would not be weleome. It Is very 
difficult nowadays to get a servant who will do almo5t 
anything, m d  if the lady of the b m e  hss bw: e h -  
tricity, ske can do her ironing, boil her tea ancl mini- 
other thir~gs without m r k i n g  her dmestic semmi 
too hard. It is true that we are Englkh to the core 
in that we like a lot of servants, but in Amr ica  m o n k  
do a lot of their house work themselves, and dectxkity 
is of much assistance i n  doing this work When there 
is anv pressing to be done, instead of going back to 
the dd-time method of lighting a coal-pot, you w e  a 



plug and do all your pressing by electricity. If this 
Company does not want to modernise the island, 
although they have it in  their power to do 80, mm- 
thing should be done about it. They must either 
modernise the island or get out of business. This 
Company is not a Company in itself, because it enjoys 
certain special privileges and in that way, i t  has 
something in  common with the people of thls colony. 
It is typical of these Companiea which are registered 
in  London not to spend too much money and this 
Company is just a good example. They have it in  
their power to make a lot of money in  a legitimate 
way; if they only had enough foresight they would 
see that, by the extension of their services to the 
neighbouring parishes where there are certain homes 
and businesses, they would reap a big harvest, but  
their minds are made up  on keeping their reserve 
funds and not allowing their capital to  be expended 
from those funds. This Company would create b W e r  
reserves if they would create a bigger capitalisation 
fund, and meanwhile they would give the people 01 
this colony service for  their money, having regard to 
the privileges which the Company enjoys. I t  is llot a 
matter of overhead expenses; if you have a blgger 
trade, your profits must be greater. So long as you 
are making a profit, the volume of trade counts. I t  
is not a question of spending more money and giving 
less service; if you are extending the service ii?to 
more homes you are collecting more money. If the>- 
are making more money per unit, they will make more 
money on the whole volume: if they are not making 
any money, let them come out of business. If they 
are enjoying privileges and are not giving the pecplc 
of this colon;\- the service which they shoalcl girc 
them, then something should be done about that. I 
do not think that we are alone in this matter: other 
people want this service nationalised, and I do not 
think that there would be any difficulty in se t tkg  up 
a bureau or Committee to run this Department. There 
are other services which need to be nationalised, and 
the telephone  vice is one of them. I cancot pay 

$12 per month for telephone service. Going back to 
the Electric 'Company, I say that they will not spend 
any money in extending their services, and I am told 
that they have large reserve funds. I repeat, the 
Government will have to take over this service and 
rnn it (A MEMBER: Not like the Waterworks). 
An hon. member says "not like the ~a te rwor&,"  
but  I suppose that the Waterworks will be broug 
up to standard. (Cheers). If we are taking ov 
this service, I have no fear about our creating 
proper department t o  run it, otherwise we will be 
censured too. We have come to the stage where, 'E 
the capitalists hint a t  anything, the Labourites will 
have to do it. (Hear, hear). The capitalists may 
not want to extend their servizes for fear that they 
will have to spend more money. We are not 
primarily interested in the profits made by the 
Electric Company, but as tc how much service d1e 
people of this colony are getting from the Company. 
We are aiming a t  service ; we owe i t  to the inhabitants 
of this island to see to i t  that they get cheap elec- 
tricity. I n  certain country shops you cannot tell 
what you are buying; you cannot see because the 
people have the old-time method of lightincr. Condi- 
tions are much worse when you come to the ~lrnshom;. 
especially when children are about to be born. They 
had to borrow a gas lamp in the parish of St. Philip 
a t  one time. These things should be brought to the 
notice of the Electric Company and perhaps! they will 
give proper service. If they have no money for thiq 
purposa, they can float a loan; if they have n fm: 
services and they make money, they shculd extend 

the service over the whole island. If a man sell a 
dozen items and make a dollar on each item, he can 
increase the numbers of items and even charge onr- 
half the value and still ccme out all right. Some 
people differ from me, but I maintain that. 
'Those who differ from me are not business 
people land they cannot see that but  I excuse thew. 
I. uo not think that I can speak tco strongiy 
on this niatier. I myself am feeling the pin& 
I should very much like to have electricity 
in my district. Some time ago, I interviewed the 
Company in connection with the matter, and they 
were very non-committal. They promised that a few 
Government places like the Government Industrial 
Schools up  there would be supplied. I regard that 
a s  foolishness; the Electric Company wants people 
with business acumen. Something is wrong with this 
Company because they enjoy certain privileges and 
they do not want to launch out. They should go out 
and look for customers; the people want them to 
extend their service. If this Address is passed, I 
would counsel those who are members of the Govern- 
ment to see to it that  they get proper men to run this 
concern and do not let it be a fiasco. I am not stand- 
ing for inefficiency or anything like that. If we agree 
that the people should get service through these public 
utilities, then we must create departments' and equip 
them with men who know their job and who are 
eager to see to it that bnsiiiess are run  'not a t  a lass. 
but that they pay their way. I hope that the Govern- 
ment will work on this programme, because as 1 
~istialise the position, many utilities need to $0 take11 
orer, and it is necessary for those who are in  the Gov- 
ernment to get together and do things for  the interest 
of the people. Things which are going on in  this 
colony now have been going on for the last 300 years, 
and if this Labour Government is carrying on in  the 
same way, they are not doing anything. If the 
standard of living has been raised, the people should 
have electricity. 

Nr. SPEAKER: I think that the hon. member 
is going a little too fast. He should only make these 
points after the Address has been passed. 

Mr. GARNER: I thank you for the latitude 
which you have given me. Mr. Speaker. I know 
that I have digressed a little. I see no reason why 
this Company should not be taken over, because they 
have broken faith with the people. They have not 
given the people the service to which they are entitled, 
and even a t  this late hour, in  the apology which they 

e made in a letter to the Press, they do not say- 
t they have made up their minds to improve the 

service! I repeat that if the standard of living of 
the people has been raised, they should have cheap 
electricity, and if they are to get cheap electricity, 
the Government must take over the concern. You 
cannot expect to get cheap electricity from a Company 
which has to pap pren~iums on its shareas. We call as': 
them to extend their services, but if the people want 
to get electricity more cheaply than they are getting 
i t  to-day, the Government will have to take over the 
concern or control it. It is an undeniable fact that 
the people of this colony would welcome an extension 
of this sert-ice; it is also true that the standard o i  
living in Barbados has gnne up but this Cmpany  
has not been moving on with the trend of things. 
They look for certain places in  which to carry their 
service, but they must be more realistic and exteild 
the service into every nook and corner where people 
will have the use of it. Do you think that this Com- 
pany will extend their service into the remote corners 
of this island when there is nobody to force them to 
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do it? Xo, and therefore the only thing to do is tr 
let the Government take over the concern and nation- 
alise it. These people are hard-headed business 
people who are accustomed to investments on their 
money and not to spend the money in the way in which 
we ale proposing it would be spent. They arc 
out to get as much nioney as they can out of 
the peopls cf Baruados: hence, I repeat, the only 
thing to do is to nationalise the concern. Whatever 
it costs us let us do that even if we haw 
to borrow the money. That 'has to be doae 
because the world is moving on, and electricity is be- 
coming a commonplace service ; but we find that thls 
Company intends to draw lines of demarcation, they 
want to serve just the well-to-do people, but we car- 
not have that. MTe have come to the age of all bemg 
for one, and one being for all. The people of Bar- 
bados want to know that the Electric Company can 
extend their lines m that they can get away from .i:e 
primitive methods of lighting. There are many 
children who have to wear glasc,es because or tlic 
primitive method by which they have to read at night. 
Sometime ago a friend advised me to put a shade ove13 
my lamp because, he says, the glare of the light 
mill hurt my eyes. This Electric Company will 
not do anything : I had to go to the expeiw of pattln:: 
up a windcharger so as to get light in my premises. 
In this connection, if you buy a radio, you have to ~ U J -  
a battery set. Very often you suffer un1e:s you have 
batteries, and you must have a windcharger. One 
hon. member says that you must keep a proper wind- 
dharger. That is so uncertain and out of date, that 
I hate to think that the suggestion came from a 
Labour member of this House. I forgive him, how- 
ever, because he made the suggestion in a jocular 
way. Many children W e r  from bad eyes because 
of the primitive methods of lighting, and when these 
matters are brought to the notice of the Government, 
I think that a proper case has been made out as to why 
the Government should take over this concern and 
run it. We want service, and if this Company and 
other Companies cannot cater to the dematids o i  the 
people in an efficient way, then they should be taken 
over by the Government. I feel that that is the con- 
census of opinion among my Labourite colleagues m 
this House: we want to give the inhabitants great 
and small of this island a fair chance of enjoying the 
amenities of life. As I have said, electricity is an 
absolute necessity and not a luxury and the tlme has 
come when we want not only to promote bu&ness but 
to render service. Service is the keynote, and 1 locd 
forward to the day when there will be more pey 
and tranquillity and full service. That is what fir5 
as a Labour group, will have to initiate to-day. When 
we say that we want to nationalise this Company, we 
are on the way not only to reform Barbados, but \W 

are beginning what is going to be the very best service. 
The amount of good that each individual can get out 
of an industry is the thing that counts. We want a 
new departure where this and other Companies are 
concerned, because they have started in a primitive 
way making profits for a few financiers. If we, as 
Labourites, are going to do anything, if we have any 
faith in our ideologies or political convictions, we will 
make sure that t h ~ s e  Companies which enjoy special 
privileges in this island, are not run to the detriment 
of the inhabitants of t h i ~  colony. I again repeat that 
electricity is a very ebsential service, and we must 
have it for the people of this colony. Whether you 
~lationalise or control the service, it is well that this 
Government take steps at once to see that somethincr 
is done to bring t h ~  island in line electrically with 
the outside world. (Cheers). 

Bfr. GALE: Unlike the hon. member who has 
just sat down, I am not in favour of this Address. 
(MEMBERS : Shame !) If we go into the history 01' 
the Electric Company, we will find that this Company 
was started as far  back as 1911 and has been running 
up to the present time. The hon. member who has 
just spoken has talked about large profits which, he 
says, this Company has been making. Well, the hen. 
member has evidently not taken the trouble to look 
at the balance sheets of this Company which are filed 
every year according to the law. If the hon. member 
had taken the trouble to look at these balance sheets, 
he would have discovered that from 1911 to 1927 this 
Company had not paid one cent in dividends to the 
shareholders. They worked for sixteen years and 
they did not pay a single dividend to the shareholders! 
From 1928 to 1932'they paid a 5% dividend for one 
year, and then they paid a 7% dividend and that is 
the highest which has ever been paid by the Company 
since they started. If a mean is taken, i t  will be 
found that for the 36 years during which the Com- 
pany has been working, they have paid a dividend of 
3.79% to the shareholders. Therefore, I do not see 
how anyone can argue that this Company h% been 
paying large dividends to the &areholdem. As far 
as the extension of electricity is concerned, when the 
Company started, the franchise was only for the City 
of Bridgetown and not beyond a five-mile limit. That 
continued up to 193'6. In  August, 1936, the Company 
was given the privilege of extending their lines all 
over the island, and extensions took place immediately. 
The service went to Bulkeley, Brighton, to other parts 
of St. George, St. John and St. Joseph, and to the 
Leeward parishes down to Speightstown. That was 
a period of only three years during which the Com- 
pany extended its programme and so they covered a 
radius of 55 miles from 1936 to 1939. Those who 
have criticised the Company f@r not further extending 
their service seem to have forgotten that from 1939 
to 1945 a War was on, and the Company was not 
allowed by the Government to  make any extensions. 
The Government clamped down on the importation 
of all machinery and the importation of electrical 
supplies. As far back 1941, this Company applied 
to the local Government for permission to import 
certain machinery so as to extend their plant, and the 
Government appointed the Colonial Engineer to in- 

ct the plant, but the Company's request was 
refused and they were not allowed to get any 
machinery of any kind whatsoever. After continual 
applications were made to the Colonial Secretary, the 
Government gave instructions for the iwue of an 
import licence in 1942. The indent for the plant was 
made in 1943 and the machinery was due to arrive in 
1945. However, it did not arrive until 19146 and lt 
has been installed and is working. The Company 
has not yet been able to complete their extensions. 
par from the Company not wanting to extend their 
services, they are ready and willing to spend large 
$ums of money to increase their services and to make 
electricity a general use so that the price can came 
down. The hon. junior member for St. Philip says 
that he would like to see electricity put into every 
mall  village a11 over Barbados. I quite agree with 
him; but if hon. members would turn to the histov 
3f the Waterworks Department which the Govern- 
ment took over since 1895, they would see that 
although the most essential thing in the world is 
water-much more esential than electricity-the 
Government has not been able to make the water 
wpply reach every nook and cranny in Barbados. 
The hon. junior member for St. Philip has said that 
the Government should own this concern : well. they 





not yet been inqtalled in certain areas in Bnclgetown. 
'r'here are tenantries in which the roads are m a 
deplorable e o d t i v n ,  whele people have to swim .II 
order to get into ant¶ out of their homes, and elec- 
tricity hajs net Bsen extended to these area9 so that 
they could be illuminated. I quite agree that this 
Goanpany showld be controlled, but I cannot subscribe 
to the view that the proper thing to do is to iiation- 
aline it irnmedia%ely. I say that the Government 
should be aware at' thc general responsibility for 
running ehis coneern; t h k  might be an opportunity 
for showing lack of efficiency and I view the matter 
qaite serimsly. I am proposing an amendment to 
this Addsew because I feel that people should under- 
stand & tape etate af afeairs raCher than feel that  
we have bound ourselves under any aonditium; 
because if this Address ire p& as i t  is, i t  will mean 
that we are bound to accept whatever aondition in 
lshich this Company might be, when the time aomes 
01. nationalization. I say that not only should elec- 

tricity be available to people of a certain type, but 
it should be put at  the disposal of all the inhabitants 
of this colony. Nationalization of electricity d d y  
means that those who can afford to pay for eleckicity 
vill get it. I t  is quite a different matter with regard 
to water and housing. How many people i11 the 
?arish of St. Andrew, for instance, how mai;- em- 
ployees at  Parks will be able to install electricity 
m their homes? The economic condition of the 
neoplr a-ill not afford them to install electriciiy in 
their homes. The first paragraph of the Address as 
introduced by the honourable senior mm?ber for 
St. Andrew reads as follows:- 

"The House of Assembly note with grave conceri~ 
the fact that only one third of the Island of Balbaciou 
is at present serviced by the Barbados Electric 
Supply Coporation in  spite of the fact that this 
Corporation has been functioning for over 37 years 
and has enjoyed Government preference on all im- 
ported equipment throughout its existence. " 

I quite agree with that. The second paragraph 
say6 : 

"l'lie House therefore respectfully ask that His 
Excellency the Governor will take immedirlte steps 
to nationalize this corporation and thus t?e!p to 
remedy this serious state of affairs." 

I am convinced that that will not remedy tho 
wrious state of affairs. Honourable membe~.~  n T q  

m a r e  of what has happened in Trinidad, and also 
of the time which will be required to bring abon: 
rha t  has ljeen suggested. I beg to move that parr 
graph 2 of the Address be deleted and the followi' 
')c imerted in nlare thereof :- 

2. "The House of Assembly respectfully request 
your Excellency to send down the necessary  SIR 
tion to provide for the establishment of a Board to 
be known as the Public Utility Board a i t h  vowers 
to regulate and control the prices charged by and thp 
efficiency of Public Utility Services in this is!md " 

No doubt, honourable members will realise that 
this is a proposal to control the Electric and Tele 
phone Companizs, Radio Distribution and all these 
Public Utility Services in this colony. There is also 
an opportunity for controlling the Transport Service 
of this island, and I am of the opinion that if this 
amendment is accepted, the people of this colony 
will benefit from the results immediately; and by 
that I mean within the next six months. I understand 
that there exists in this colony the authoritv to object 
to the price charged for electricity, if i t  is felt that 
the price is exorbitant: but a Board of the natnre aa 
I have suggested would have more power to r e d a t e  
nnil control the nl-ice of electricitv, and neop l~  mould 
immdiately benefit therefrom. I appeal to honour 

i b i e  weiubers to see the widorn of tbjs amend nu^ 
I know that quite a lot has 'been d d  at the electivx 
period about this qu&ion of nibti-~on, and 
there is a t  present on the Brde* &pm as, address 
relative to the nat,knabation c4f sl~g&r &dusty.  
I repeat that nationalkation mu@ a w e  w d  n~bods 
can stop i t ;  but the real question now b wbtbes o r  
not with our present finances we ean take steps 
immediately to n a t i w h  W c~ntrM1 this Compai1~- 
11- these Companies. I think that  if my amendment 
is accepted, the reprece~tatip4a .Q1I &e p a @ e  will 
have an insight ipto the w o w  of th-m C o m ~ e s ,  
1!7d within six months, or a year or two year%' t i ~ e  
we mill be able to see the ways and means of 
nationalization, 

Mr. BDABfS: At thirr titage, in .view of the 
'act that a Bill 'has been rettun d f r m  the Other 
Place, I am going to move that the further c~widert . -  
tion of this Address br postponed in order to deal 
ntih this matter under Government Business. I 
ake it that I will hare to obtain thfi leave of the 
[4017~ in order to rln illat. I am therefore askinn 
ear1  to move that the fn  ther consideration of this 
Atldrcqs be postponed. 

'There being no objection, the honourable men:- 
oer was granted leavc. 

3h. ADAMS: I b - g  to move that the further 
consideration of Private Members' Business be 
nostponed 

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed 
[P. 

3iESSBGE FROM THE OTHER PLACE 
RE'I'T;RNING EXPIRJIUG LAWS COXTINUAKCE 

BIIAL WITH AMENDMENT 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received a Message from the 
Other Place returning the Bill to continue various 
Expiring Laws ~ i t h  an amendment. I t  a matter 
for the House to decide as to whether or not they will 
deal with the amendment under Rule 262 of the 
Rules of the House If the House wish to deal with 
the amendment this afternoon, I think that a motion 
should be made that this a ~ e n d m e n t  be considered 
f0rthwit.h. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to mol-7 that this amend- 
c e n t  be dealt with forthwith, under Rule 262. 

Mr. Cox seconded the motioll which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. ADAXS : This amendment is the insertion 
into the Bill to continue various Expiring Laws of 
another Clause which originally appeared in the Bill 
permitting persons to ride on bicycle bars. The Bill 
mhicl~ was passed by this House did not have that 
Clause in i t  and therefore i t  would have been again 
an offence for persons to ride on bicycle bars. The 
Other place has insert,d the Clause which reads as 
follows :- 

"3. The provisions of Sub-section (4) of Sec- 
tion fifty-one of the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic 
Act, 1937, shall b. read and construed as if the ref- 
erence thelein to the thirty-first day of March, one 
thousand nine hundred and forty-four, were a refer- 
ence to the thirty-first day of March, one thousand 
nine hundred and forty-eighk." 

Honourable members may therefore enjoy their 
i.iding 011 bicycle bars nntil the thirty-first day of 
Ma:ch, 1948. (Laughter). I beg to move that this 
amendment be now read a first time. 

Mr. T4ms seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 



On motions of Mr. ~ A M S ,  seconded by Mr. 
L ~ m s  in each case, the amendment was read a sec- 
ond time and agreed to. 

M)?. SPEAKER: I think that the H o w  should 
now continue with the consideration of Private Mem- 
ber 'S Business. 

THE ADJOURhJMENT 

Mr. WIIKLNSON : I beg to move that this House 
do now adjourn to this day week, the first day of 
April, 1947, at twelve o'clock noon. 

Mr. GALE : I beg to second that. 

Mr. COX: I understocd thzt, we would be re- 
suming the consideration of Private Members' 
Business. 

Mr. ADAMS: While I am anxioas to see this 
matter completed, I think the majority are in favour 
that we should adjourn at this stage. 

Mr. SPEAKER: A motion has been made that 
this House do now adjourn- 

Nr. ADAMS: Before the question is put, the 
Order Paper will have to be fixed. I think it will 
remain the same except that I am withdrawing the 
Resolution in Committe? of Supply on to-day'a Order 
Paper, the Resolution with which we were dealing 
to-day. 

The question that this House do now ad jo~l r i~  
to this day week, the 1st day of April, 1947, at 
twelve o'clock noon was put and resolved in t'ie 
affirmative without division. 

The Rouse was accordingly adjourned to meet on 
Tuesday next, the 1st day of April, 1947, at twelve 
o'clock noon. 




