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THE

House of Assembly

Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT).
SESSION 1946—1948

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 20th May, 1947.

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem-
bly met at 12 o’clock noon to-day. .

Present :
His Honour Mr. G. B. EverLy~ (Speaker), His

s, Honour Mr. J. E. T. Brancgur (Deputy Speaker),

Mr. J. T. C. Ramsay (Chairman of Commitiees), Dr.
H. G. Commins, Messrs. L. BE. Smits, M. E. Cox,
D. A. Foster, H. W. SpriNGER, M.A,, H. D. Brack-
MAN, W. A, CrawrorD, J. A. Havnes, B.A,
V. C. GaLe. and E. L. Warp.

After prayers, MEssrs. MAPP, S. A. WaALcoTT,
WILKINSON, and GARNER enter the House and take
their seats.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on
the 13th May, 1947, having been cireulated are taken
as read and econfirmed.

PAPERS LAID

Lad
Mr. SPRINGER : Mr. Speaker-—On behalf of
the honourable genior member for St. Josepk I have
the hounour to lay on the table of the Houge the fol-
lowing Papers :—
Statement showing gross Customs and Excise
receipts for eleven months ended 28th February, 1947.
Statement showing the amounts advanced by the
Government of Barbados, and the amounts received
from Hig Majesty’s Government in the United King-
dom, under the Colonial Development and Welfare
Act for the period ended 31st March, 1947, in respect
of the several schemes sanctioned by the Legislature.

Mr. Cox enters the House and takeg his seat.
NOTICES.

* Government Notices are given as follows :—

Mr. BLACKMAN: Resolution to grant the
sum of £31. 1s. 1d. from the Public Treasury to the
Commissioners of Health, St. Michael, as a refund
of the Customs’ import duty paid on 5 cases of tip-
‘'ping gear and one crate of wheels and axles imported
in couneetion with the seavenging of the City of
Bridgetown and itg suburbs.

|

_ Resolution to place the sum of £78 2s. 64.
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive COmﬁrgitzti:eﬂ;g
make an ex gratia grant to the Cashier in the G.P.O.
n respect of a loss of cash as a result of a robbery
from the Cashier’s cage.

MR. CRAWFORD : Resolution to graxt the
sum of £112,600 from the Publie Treasury (to be
subsequently refunded from loan funds) to meet the
cost of the purchase, housing and installation of
roachinery, mains and apparatus in connection with

the re-organisation of the publie water supply of the
Island. o

MR BLACKMAN : Bill to provide for a sys-
tem of voluntary vaceination in this fsland. ’

MR ADAMS‘: Of my intention to move the
Eouse mtq Committee of Supply at ‘ts next meet-
Ing to consider the money Resolutions of which notice
has just been given,

Other Notices are ~iven as follows :—

Mr. BRANCKER: Of the following Address :—

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency the Governor

The House begs to draw to the attention of
His Excellency the Governor the fact that Babb’s
Plantation in the parish of St. Lucy in this Island
is on the market for sale. _

2. The House requests that His Excellency
take appropriate steps in order that Government shall
secure this Plantation for the purpose of :—

(a) Land settlement or/and

(b) Establishment of a collective farm, or/and

(e) Erection of & model Housing Scheme, or/and

(d) Any other community development scheme?

QUESTIONS

Mr. BRANCKER : To enquive of the Senior
Member of the Executive Comrittee present . in
the House at the next meeting :—

‘Whether the Department of Education hag in
contemplation a scheme or schemes for the teaching
of Negro and West Indian History in the Goverms--
ment-aided Secondary and the Public Elementary
Schoo's of this istand? '

Mr. BRANCKER :
Member of the Executive
the next meeting of this House :—

To enquire of the Senior
Comraittes preserit at
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What steps, if any, has Government taken to
implement Superintendent Calver’s Recommenda-
tions for the Barbados Police Force re the fol-
lowing :—

(1) Preparation and Publicaticn of an up-to-date
Book of Rules and Regulations, referred to in para-
graphs 28, 33, of the Report on the Police Force?

(2) Creation of the rank of Sub-Inspector,
referred to in paragraph 50 of the Report?

(8) Discontinuance of Practice at Central
Police Station and Wharf Post of acting as ‘‘key
holders to others than the Government Departments,’’
referred to in paragraph 70 to 74 of the Report?

(4) Provision of a new and suitable Fire Station,
referred to in paragraph 17 of the Report on the
Fire Brigade?

Mr. Tauma and Mr. MorTuEY enter the House
and take their seats.

Mr. BRANCKER: Of my intention to move
later in the day for the passing of the Address just
given notice of by me.

BILL READ a FIRST TIME

On the motion of Mr. BracKMAn, seconded by
Mr. Apams, a Bill to provide for a system of volun-
tary vaccination in this island is read a first time.

DEPARTMENT OF MEDICAL SERVICES BILL

Mr., SPEAKER : The first Order of the day
stands in the name of the honourable junior member
for St. John,—Second reading of a Bill to establish
a Department of Medical Services for this Island.

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr, Speaker,— Thig Bill is
intended to put the medical services of this island on
a proper footing. It is one of the most important pieceg
of legislation that has been introduced in this Chambex
for some time and one which, I.think, will have a
beneficial effect on the population of this island if iy
is passed. I will deal with the Objects and Reasons just
ag they are. The first is that this Bill seeks to create a
Department of Medical Services which will have at
its head a Director of Medical Secrvices responsible
to the Governor generally for all matters affecting
the public health and medical services of this island.
As it says, the Head of the Medical Department will
be the Director who is, at present, the Chief Medical
Officer. He will be the Director of Medical Services
in the Island and will be responsible to the Governor
for everything relating to the public health and
medical services of the island. The second object
and reason ig that in addition to the Director of
Medical Services there shall be a staff for the Depart-
Department including a Senior Medical Officer of
Health and their job will be to work under the diree-
tion and control of the Director. Of course, other mem-
bers of the staff will be appointed as the Director
sees fit. The third object and reason is that the
Director of Medical Services shall ba given general
powers of superintendence and direction over and
responsibility for the public med:cal services. and
such government institutions and establishments as
. the Governor may direct. The government insti-
tutions over which the Director shall have control
are the General Hospital, the Mental Hospital, the
Lazaretto and the Bacieriological anl Pathological
Department, The fourth objeet and reason is that
the duties of visiting and inspectine such infirm-
aries. homes, almshouses and hospitals as receive
publie or parochial aid and of supervising generally
the work of a medical practitioner receiving pay from
the Pu’b‘lic Treasurv, which are at nregent immnaad
on the Chief Medienl Offner wmdow tha nenEciane
of the Chief Medical and Sanitary Officer Act, 1928,

shall be imposed on the Director of Medical Services.
Tne Lnrecwor wil uave toe riguc Lo VS and .ospect
all publi¢ institutions, almshouses and places of that
sorc. At the present moment, he does visit and
inspect such ingtitutiong but he hag no power what-
ever over them, He does write certain Minutes in
the books kept for that purpose but the parochial
authorities may or may not take mnotice of those
Minutes and in many cases they undertake, although
they are laymen, not to be guided by what the Chief
Medical Officer has written. Further duties of the
Director of Medical Services are provided for in
Clause 4 of the Bill,
Mr. SPEAKER : I am sorry to interrupt the
honourable member but what are you reading from?
Mr., BLACKMAN: I am reading the Objects
and Reasons of the Bill. According to Clause 4 of
the Bill, the Director of Medical Services shall in-
vestigate all complainty against any officer of the
government medical services of this Island or re-
flecting upon the order, discipline and management
of any institution or establishment to the general
superintendence and direction of which he shall have
been appointed under the provisiong of paragraph (b)
of this section or of any other law of this island,
and enquire into and investigate all complaints
of ill-treatment received from any inmate or inmates
within any such institution or establishment. The
same clause provides that the Director shall per-
form such other duties as may be required of him
by the Governor or by any provision of law. What
I am about to say is not in this Bill but I am hoping
that the duties of the Director of Medical Services
will include the fixing of the scale of salaries for all
medical ag well as sanitary employees. The reason
why I say that is this: There are sanitary inspectors
who are performing duties now in the several parishes
and who receive different rates of pay and I feel
that if men are performing the same duties they
should receive the same pay, just ag Police Magis-
trates, no matter in what distriet they may be, are
in receipt of the same salary. That is one of the
things which, T hope, the Director of Medical Ser-
vices will have the power to do. Another thing
which, I hope, he will have the power to do is to have
control over the appointment, promotion and dis-
missal of sanitary inspectors. In my opinion, no
appointment, promotion, or dismissal of sanitary
inspectors should be done without reference to the
Director of Medical Services, I am convinced that
gme of the people who are in authority over the Sani-
ry Inspectors in the several parishes deliberately
set about to worry and annoy those employees if they
do not do the things that please them or if their
duties make them do anything that is displeasing to
them and in that way victimize those men. T feel
that the Director of Medical Services should have
the power to remedy that condition of affairs; no man
should be victimized because he does ‘hiy work
properly. I also feel that the Director should have
the power to compute the pension of any medical or
health employee who has served in more than ome
parish. What I mean by that is this. Tt is possible for
2 man to serve at a eertain salary in a certain parish
and then be promoted to another parish at a bigger
salary. He may not serve the latter parish for
three years and the greater part of his pension will
be computed on the smaller salary he used to receive,
the result being that the man would not get a pension
equal to two-thirds of the emoluments attached to
hiz office during the time he hag been workine.
I feel that those are matters to be dealt with and T
am confident that they will be dealt with bv s Director
of Medical Services. The next object and reason it
to repeal the Chief Medical Officer and Sanitation
Officer Act, 1928, so that in effect the offices of Chisf
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Medical Officer and Sanitation Cfficer will become
those of Director of Medical Services and Senior Medi.
cal Officer of Health respectively; that requires no
explanation whatever. The seventh reason and object
is that the creation of a Department of Medical Ser-
vices is a part of the scheme for the re-organization
of the public health services, which was set out in
the ‘“‘Memorandum on the Medical Services of Bar-
bados and Proposals for Re-organization’’ by the
Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Weatherhead. This is the
work of Dr. Weatherhead, our present Chief Medical
Officer, and I think this country should be grateful
to him for his steadfastness, purposefulness and
tenacity to get it as far as it is to-day. Other Chiet
Medical Officers have made efforts but things remain
as they are. I feel that Dr. Weatherhead deserves the
praise and the gratitude of the community for this
effort which he has made on their behalf. This may
be called a parent Bill and the children of this parent
Bill will be the General Hospital, the Mental Hospital.
the Leper Asylum, the Public Health Act, the Bacteric
logical and Pathological Act, and the Quarantine Act,
those are the six Departments and Aects which will
coane under the aegis of this Bill. But peculiarly
enough all the laws affecting them are on the Statute
Book; in other words, the children are working and
the parent is not yet born. That is the position in
Barbados to-day. I feel that a Bill of this deseription
15 absolutely necessary. It will enable a Director of
Medical Services to assist in putting the health of this
community on a sound footing. It is well known that
the Royal Commission stated that malnutrition is ram-
pant in the West Indies and I feel that this Bill is a
genuine effort on the part of the Government to assist
in putting an end to that condition of affairs in this
istand. It is the first shot which we are firing in the
war against malnutrition and I feel that Dr. Weather-
head is the man who is eapable of carrying it through
to a successfu] issue. With those few remarks I beg
to move that this Bill he now read a second time,

Mr. ADAMS: T beg to second that.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker,—I do not
believe that anyone in this House to-day—when I say
‘““to-day’’ I mean in this year 1947—will disagres
to a2 Bill of this nature which, among other th.ngs,
has as¢ its priymary object the improvement of the
health of this community. T feel that the health of
a community is of greater importance thar. any other
aspect of that community’s life. This is to re-organize
some of the medical services in the island and I may
say that we have some very obsolete systems here; it
is only by (God’s mercies that many of us are alive
to-day becavse we enjoy an abundance of fresh air
all the year round and we are not inflicted with eDi-
demies. I would like to draw to the attention of the
honourable introducer of the Bill—and more part:cu-
larly to the attention of the Government—that it ’s
high time that greater attention should be paid to the
dreadful malady, tuberculosis. This disease, Mr.
Speaker, is public enemy No. 1 in this community.
Tt is one of the social diseases which people dislike
to d'selose: it is one of those diseases that can be
easily contracted by other people and I would like,
in any of these Acts for the re-organization of the
medical services, to find that greater attention is paid
to this most serious disease. I remember reading that
there were 122 cases reported last year; those ars
cases which have been notified but there are numerous
other cases which have not been notified because, as
1 have mentioned before, this is one of those (:iisease-s
which people dislike to disclose to the plg.bhc. -No
one in this House, no one in this community would
like to be afflicted with it: it is not a disease from
which you can really feel there is hope of recovery.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not want to interrupt th»
honourable member but this is a Bill dealing with the
re-oreanization of the medical services. If every mem-

407

ber of this House has in mind some disease to which
he would like to refer, we .nay have, as a result, a
very protracted discussion on the second reading of
this Bill. I do not mind the honourable member
mentioning the disease, tuberculosis, but you should
not dilate on it.

. Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The reason why I men-
tioned it, Mr. Speaker, is because in none of these
Bills, not even in the Hospital Bill, is any mention
made of it, although mention is made of it in the Chief
Medical Officer’s memorandum. I take it that these
Bills are the outcome of that memorandum and I am
drawing the attention of the Government to soume.
thing that was stated in it in the hope that something
will be done to implement it in the Aects of thig island.
There is no law nor is there any institution in this
island to deal with tuberculosis.

Mr. SPEAKER: I take it that the Director of
Medical Services will take all that into consideration.

Mr. F. L, WALCOTT: I think it ig important,
Sir, that we should mention strongly anything that
is not mentioned specifically in the Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: That may be so but we do not
want an unnecessarily long debate on the second read-
ing of the Bill.

Mr. P, L. WALCOTT : It is something of great
importance. I feel that there is too much hush-hush
so far as this disease is concerned and if we have
people running about with this dreadful disease and -
touching here and there, I consider that it i¢ time that
a halt shonld be made to that, in the interest of the
community.

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time is put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Mr. BLACKMAN, seconded bv
Mr. Apams, Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the
House goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr, RamMsay
being in the Chair.

Clauses 1 and 2 are read and agreed to.

Clause 3. (1) There shall be a Department of
Medical Services in this Island.

(2) ''he Governor may appoint as head of the
Department a Director of Medical Services who shall
be a duly qualified registered med.cal practidioner and
shall receive galary at the rate of one thousand pounds
per annum,

(8) In addition to the Director the Gov-
ernor may appoint to the Department a Senior
Medical Officer of Health, who shall be a duly quali-
fied registered medical practitioner and shall receive
salary at the rate of seven hundred and fifty pounds
per annum, and such other officers and servants as
may from time to time be necessary at such salaries
as shall be provided by the Legislature.

(4) The salarieg of all officers appointed
under thig Act shall be paid from the Public Treasury
on the warrant of the Governor-in-Executive Com-
mittee by equal monthly instalments.

(5) Notwithstanding any of the provisions
in respeet of salaries hereinbefore contained in this
section, if the Governor shall appeint to any office
created by this Aet any person, who immediately
prior to the coming into operation of thigs Act was
an officer in the servicé of the Crown, such person
shall receive salary at a rate not less than the rate of
salary which he was receiving prior to such appoint.
ment;

Provided that no person shall receive salary
at s higher rate than tlie maximum salary of the
office to which he is appointed. '

(6) Everv person appointéd as an officer
under the provisions of this Akt shall devote the
whole of hig time to the duties of his office and shall
not engage in private nractice, -
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Mr. BLACKMAN
Clause 3 of the Bill.

Mr, ADAMS : I beg to second that.

Dr. CUMMINS : Before the question s put
1 want to make a few remarks on sub-ciauses 2 and 3
of this Clause. I beg to move that after the word
‘‘shall”’ at the end of line 3 of sub-clause 2, the
following wordg be inserted ‘‘hold a Degree or

I beg to move that that be

Diploma in Public Health Administration.” The
sub-clause will go on to read :— ‘He shall receive
BRlATY «vorerrnirenes * angd also in sub-clause 3, that after

the word ‘‘shall’’ in line 4, there be inserted
the following words ‘‘hold a Degree or Diploma in
Public Health Adminigtration.”” Thst sub-clause
will go on to read :—‘He shall receive salary........ ”
My reason for proposing these amendments is that
Public Health Administration is a specialized branch
of medicine to-day. A registered medical practitioner
does get practice in Sanitation but it is not
what ig expected from anyone who is to earry out
efficiently the duties of Public. Health Administrator
and to pass this Clause as it stands would, in my
opinion, be a retrograde step. The same remarks
apply to the proposed office of Senior Medical Officay
of Health; he also should be duly qualified in public
health administration.

Mr. MAPP : 1 need hardly add much to what
my colleague has said, in seconding his amendments.
I think the emphasxs, in any re-organization of our
medical services to-day, should be laid on public
health matters more so than on any other branch
of Medicine. As far as our health services are con-
cerned, we have only begun to touch the fringe of the
problem. The senior member for St. Thomas ig sup-
posed to be an expert in this line and I do not think
I can add to what he has said.

Mr. WILKINSON: Mr. Chairman, —It geems
to me that thig Clause 3 is quite a new departure.
It seems as though we are going to give a bloc vote
in future to this Department. As it ig now in: the Es-
timates, the name of every medical officer is not men-
tioned but his office and respective salary are
mentioned and if I read this clause correctly :t
would appear that we are to have a block estimate.
in future. (Voices: No). If that is not correct 1
would like to have it explained,

Mr. ADAMS: It is 1ot proposed fto do that.
Bach of these officers will be appointed—and the
Legislature will be notified—at a salary and it will
be quite possible for the House to pass its opinion on
the amount of the salary. After the salaries are ap-
proved and are put in the Estimates in the column
“‘Fixed by law”’ we caunuvt touch them but in the
case of every appomtment the House will haye the
chance to say ‘‘we think you have given him too much
or too little”” and if the appointment is made with the
approval of the Legislature then the salaries are put
in the column of the Esfiumnates ‘‘Fixed by law” and
we cannot touch them, I may add that the Executive
Committee fixed the salary of the Director of Medi-
cal Services at £1,000 per anmum because that is the
present salary and until all the salaries are revised
and consolidated, that salary will remain, though it
is felt that a D!n'ector of Medical Servmeb should get
more than £1,000 a vear; similarly with the Senior
Medical Officer of Healt™,

Mr. 8. A. WALCOTT . I do not guite follow the
argument of the senior member for St. Joseph. At
present all these officerg are appointed under the Act:
their names are not mentioned but their offices and
salaries are mentioned. This certainly appears to me
as if there is going to be a block vote for the Medieal
Department. T cannot see that it 1ooks like anything
else. You will have to nass only a Resolution and =
Resolution can be passed in this IHouse without even

having been thoroughly discussed in Select Commit-
tee. But when an Act is to be amended, a Bill has to be
brought to this House for the purpose and the House
has the opportunity to diseuss ali the proposed chang-
es in Comm1ttee before they can take place. This pro-
posed method is purely the way’ in which Crown
Colony business is done; this fis just how the Crown
Colonies deal with this matter I do not think it is
clear enough.

Mr. SPRINGER: I would like to add a word
in further explanation of the point which is guite
]DtPlllglble to everybody except probably the
senior member for St. James. .Thig is not without
precedent; we have several Aets of its type on the
Statute Book, one of which is the Act to establish o
Department of Highways and Transport in which
there is a similar clause providing for the appoint-
ment of officers. This procedure is no attempt to
take away power from thiz House. Any appoint-
ment made by the Governor cannot be paid for
unless the Legislature—and paticularly  this
House—sanctions the creation of the office and the
salary which is attached to it. An abstract Reso-
lution is sent to this House for the purpose
and it has to be approved both as regards the prin-
Glp'e and the amount of the salary; hence our power
is secured. But thig has a great advantage. If you
open your Statute Book at any particular Aet it does
not give you the true picture. In the case of the
Education Act which. we further amended last week
I had to quote several different Acts over a period
of ten years to show what the Staff of the Education
Department actually was that day; it is a most unsat-
isfactory method. But if on the other hand you put
only the prinecipal officers in the Act you only have to
open your Hstimates to find the other officers on the
particular staff or ge* the list from the Department
concerned, and when you have to appoint an addi-
tional member to that staff you will not have to set
about changing a number of Acts. There are two ways
of doing this: one is by means of an abstract Resolu-
tion because the principle is involved and the other
is by putting the officers and their respective salaries
in the column ‘‘Fixed bty Law’’ in the Estimates
after those salaries have been approved by the Legis-
lature, I do not think the House realizes how this
procedure will expedite matters because at the pres-
ent moment there is a lot of trouble and time ex-
pended in amending Aects relating to the appointment
of officers. We will not be losing any power by this;
e will be merely adopting a better procedure.

Mr. TALMA : The only thing that occurs to my
mind is this. In view of the faet that the duties of
the Director of Medical Services are being increased
considerably I have not, at least up to now, been con-
vineed that the salaries which are to be paid to this
particular officer and his assistants will be commen-
surate, as far as living conditions are concerned.
We shall be increasing the duties of the Chief Medi.
eal Officer who will be the Director of Medieal Ser-
viceg in the not too distant future and, Sir, we en-
visage even better medical services for the entire
island,—by that I mean every village, every large
district in this island. You will excuse me if, in this
connection, I refer to an Address which T have on the
Order Paper relating to medical centres for all the
larger distriets in the entire island; so you can read-
ily understand that the Director and his assistants
will be supervising not only whati are set out in the
Objects and Reasons, not only the various institutions,
not only the infirmaries and almshouses but also these
medical centres which I am hoping will be instituted
in the not too distant future. If we are inereasing
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the duties of the Director of Medical Services—and
the Executive Committee has admitted that the cos: ot
living hag inereased because it has seen fit to grant =
cost of living bonus—I ecannot see how anyone could
suggest that the same salary should be fixed for that
officer, especially in view of the fuct that he is an out-
standing officer; he has been one of the most out-
standing ones in the last 20 or 30 years. It is no
point in biting this Bill in this piecemeal way. More
work will be placed on the Director of Medical
cal Services and he should not be placed in the
position of thinking that a Labour Government is
unfair to him by giving him more work and the same
ay.
ey The CHAIRMAN: I would draw the honour-
able member’s attention to Clause 10 of the Bill.
Mr, TALMA: But what does Clause 10 mean?

The CHAIRMAN: It means that the Director
of Medical Services will be paid for the services he
has to render after the coming into operation of
this Act.

Mr. TALMA: If that is so, why introduce this
Bill now? If this Bill was not urgent, the Govern-
ment would not be introducing it to-day. In spite
of that, Mr. Chairman, I have a perfect right to say
that when the Government is thinking of re-organiz-
ing the medical services of the island it should see
to it that it fixes proper salaries at the same time,
otherwise it stands to lose the services of very
valuable officers.

Mr. GALE: If we thange the salaries of these
officers, we will have to change all the salaries of all
the other officers in the Civil Service. At present,
officers are being paid a ccst of living bonus and when
the payment of that cost of living bonus ceases, I sup-
pose the Government will put forward suggestions as
to salary scales and all the salaries will have to be
ddjusted at the same time; I ithink it is unforunate
that any particular officer’s name should have been
mentioned in this debate. We want to get away from
the old Barbadian habit of making the office to fit
the man,

Mr. TALMA : On a point of explanation. Salary
is mentioned in this Bifl and it is for that reason I
mentioned anything about selary at all.

Mr. GALE: I quite understand that but we have

had an unfortunate way in the past of trying to fix
the salary of the post to sumit the man. We want,

when we are considering Bills of thig kind and mak-

ing changes iin the Service, to forget people and think
of the offices. As far as the medical services of the
island are concerned, the Chief Medical Officer does
not have any power under the existing Aet; that is
the reason why we are seeking to-day to give him
some power to enable hiin to carry out a more wide-
spread supervision of the medical services in the
whole island.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to accept the amend-
ments proposed by the senior member for St. Thomas
and I also beg to move that Clause 3, as amended,
stand part of the Bill.

Mr. 8. A, WALCOTT: I think that the seniox
member for 8t, George explained very nicely indeed
what I wanted to say and I am surprised that.the
Chairman did not make his speech, ag usual, on this
Bill before he went into the Chair, because he makes
a speech on anything which interferes with the rights
of this House before he “akes the Chair. The whole
argument of the senior member for St. George is that
it will be easier to pass an abstract Resolution than
to. amend the Aect. Well, Sir, that is my whole argu-
ment too. To amend an Act, the Executive. Com-
mittee will have to eome here and give us time to
consider it but a Resolution affecting a man’s salary
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can be put before us and it would not even have to
go before a Select Committee. I think he has
argued my point very forcibly. '

Mr, ADAMS: 'L'he junior member for St. James
obviously did not understand the senior member for
St. George or follow him carefully. It is more scientific
to have a Resolution which specifically deals with a
change than to go and alterate an Act every time
a comparatively minor change is necessary; that 1s
all 1 understand the senior for St. George to say:
that is all he could have said. When the senior
member for St. James is making suggestion about
Crown Colony methods I presume that he has read the
Bill before him and I presume that simple, ordinary
English words mean something to the senior member
fpr St. James ag they mean to the rest of us. I be-
fieve that my failing in politieal life is to give
credit for more intelligence than really exists; that
is why I did not speak at greater length at an earlier
stage of thig debate. Every salary that is to be
voted would be subjected to the votes of the House.
I presumed that every member understood that the
Government can appoint nobody and fix no salary,
unless we agree that the person should be appointed
and the salary fixed at what we wish it to be. What do
these words mean? “‘In addition to the Direetor the
Governor may appoint to the Department a senior
Medical Officer of Health who shall be a duly quali-
fied registered medical praectitioner and shall receive
a salary at the rate of seven hundred and fifty pounds
per annum, and guch other officers and servants as
may from time to time be necessary at such salarics
as shall be provided by the Legislature.” There is
no Crown Colony procedure in that. The Governor-
in-Executive Committee will send a Resolution
stating that he proposes to appoint these officers at
such and such salaries and it will be for the Legisla-
ture to say whether they approve. I am amazed to
hear the genior member for St, James ssy that if
a Resolution comeg before this House, it canrot be
sent 7o a Select Committee as is done in the case of
a Bill. We can thresh out thoroughly and spend as long
a time on a Resolution ag we can on g Bill. As re-
gards our powers, the senior member for St. George
has pointed out that we can say ‘‘No” whether a
measure is in the form of a Resolution or in the
form of a Bill. But surely this is a more expeditious
and scientific way of dealing with matters of this sort
than altering a Bill every time it is necessary to create
a post, may be or alter some practice in some minor
respect. You give people power to make by-laws and
regulations which ghall have the force of law instead
of making 1t necessary to come baek and ask the House
to amend a Bill to say that a conductor’s uniform
should be blue instead of khaki when it can be done
by meang of a regulation. That is what the senior
member for St. George means. Therefore, I appeal
to the senior member for St. James to realize that
the words ‘‘as provided by the Legislature’® mean
what they say. This House will say whether it
agrees that such and sueh an office should be insti-
tuted and this House will say whether x or x+}vy or
x——y pounds shall be attached to the office.

The question that Clause 3, as amended, stand
part of the Bill is put and resolved in the affirmative,
the division being as follows:—

Ayes: Messrs SmitH, F. L. Wavncorr, Cox,
Fosrer, Mapp, Dr. CumMINs, Messrs. SPRINGER,
ApamS, BLACKMAN, GARNER, TaLma, MorTley,

Hay~NES, GALE, WARD, and Mr. SPEAKER. —16
Noes: Messrs. 8. A. Warcorr, and WILKIN-
SON.—2, ; .
Clause 4. The Director shall
(a) without prejudice- and in addition to
any other duties required of him by this Act or any
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other Act of this Island, be responsible to the Gov-
ernor generally for all matters affecting the publie
health and the medical services of this island;

(b) have general superintendence and direc-
tion of, and be responsible for, the public medical
services of this Island and of such Government insti-
tutions and establishmentg as the Governor may from
time to time direct;

(e) visit and inspect as often as he may
consider necessary and whenever required to do so
by order of the Governor-in-Executive Committes
all infirmaries, homes, almshouses and hospitals at
present in this Island, or which may hereafter be
brought into existence, which shall in any way
receive public or parochial aid, pecuniary or other-
wise;

(d) exercise general supervision over the
work performed for the government by any medical
practitioner receiving pay from the Public Treasury
for such work; ]

(e) investigate all complaints agalnst any
officer of the Government medical services of this
Island or reflecting upon the order, discipline or
management of any institution or establishment to
the general superintendence and direction of which
he shall have been appointed under the provisions
of paragraph (b) of this section or of any other law
of thig Island, and enquire into and investigate all
complaints of ill-treatment received from any inmate
or inmates within any such institution or establish-
ment;

(f) perform such other duties as may be
required of him by the Governor or by any provision
of law,

Mr. BLACKMAN :
be Clause 4 of the Bill,

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to second that.

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: Before you put the
question, Mr. Chairman, if I understood the junior
member for St. John correctly in moving the second
reading of this Bill I think he said that the Director
of Medical Services would visit and inspect the
institutions in the several parishes, would investigate
any complaints and if salaries were insufficient and
employees were dismissed would put them right. If
that is ecorreet, Sir, that undoubtedly would be
taxation without representation. If a Director of
Medical Services could go into a parish and interfere
with the poor law machinery—

THE CHAIRMAN : I hate to interrupt the
honourable member but I would like the honourable
member to point out in Clause 4 where any suchy
thing exists. '

Mr. 8. A, WALCOTT: I am only repeating
what the junior member for St. John said.

THE CHAIRMAN : We are dealing with
Clause 4. I would like the honourable member to
finish Clause 4 and at some subsequent time he can
bring up the point which he is Taising.

Mr. 8. A. WALCOTT : You didn’t hear what
he gaid?

THE CHAIRMAN : I may have heard but
Clause 4 is the matter under discussion at present.

Mr. 8, A. WAALCOTT : I will have an oppor-
tunity then to speak on that point when we have
come to the end of the Billt

THE CHAIRMAN : T think so.

Mr. 8. A. WALCOTT : All right, Sir.
speak on that later.

Mr, TALMA : In view of the present-day con-
djtipns and of the new social schemes which are
envisaged from now on—many of which have al-
ready been instituted—. I beg to move that after
the word ‘‘hospitals™ in line 4 of sub-clause (c) of

I beg to move that that

I will

Clause 4, the following words be inserted :—“first-aid

and other medical centres and welfare bureaus
island wide.”’ :

Mr. ADAMS : If ihe honourable member does
not mind my interrupting him I would like to point.
out that there is provigion in the Public Health Act
which will eover his point.

Mr. TALMA : Despite the fact that the honour-
able member ig the Leader of the House he does not
seem to appreciate the effort I am making to have
first-aid centres established in every district in the
island ag a whole. When one tries to do things in
the appropriate way, all sorts of attempts are made
to side-track one. Even if I stand alone I am mov-
Ing my amendment. Whether it is in another Bill
or not I want to get it in this Bill. We have centres
where poor children are fed and I am referring par-
ticularly to the Goodwill League centre which ig do-
ing very good work. Why should the Director of
Medical Services not visit and inspeet this and
other Centres like the one under the supervision of
Madame Ifil? Why should these not be given assist-
ance by way of medical inspection and instruection to
nurses? I cannot see any harm being done by the
inclusion of the amendment which I have proposed.

Mr. GARNER : I beg to second the honourable
member’s amendment. I feel that no harm ean be
done by inserting those words in thig Bill. Every-
body knows that the Health Services in thig island
are not up-to-date; they are deplorable and if we are
creating a medical Department now to bring Bar-
bados into line with some of the civilized places in
the world I see no reason why it should not be given
this broader scope; so I hope that the honburable
introducer of this Bill will accept what the senior
member for Christ Church is addmg by way of an
amendment in order that everything that has to do
with the medical services should be included in the
Bill. I do not think that there is anyone with any
responsibility in this island, whether parochial or
otherwise, who will not say that this is a good Bill,
a first-class Bill. Everything in this island, so far
as health is concerned, should be under the jurisdie-
tion of a Director of Medical Services and, as such,
everything over which he should have jurisdiction,
should be in this Bill; so I can do nothing else than
second the amendment of the senior member for
Christ Church.

Mr. WARD: Although T am in gympathy with the
honourable member who moved the amendment, yet
I feel that it is not necessary to have those words
inserted in the Bill because the Bill provides for the
appointment of the Director of Medical Services by
the Governor and sub-clause (f) of Clause 4 pro-
vides that he shall perform such other duties as may
be required of him by the Governor or by any
provision of law. Therefore, I feel that if there is
anything being done for the benefit of the community,
the Governor could say to the Director ‘‘you will
have to inspect thig or that centre’’ as the case may
be. With regard to certain remarks of the honour-
able introducer of the Bill, you ruled not long ago,
Mr. Chairman, that the senior member for St. James
will have the opportunity to speak on those remarks
after the Bill is passed. )

Mr. CHATRMAN : T do not think I ruled such
g thing. T felt that it would come with better grace
if the senior member for St. James had stuck to the
Clause which is under discussion and not discusg the
Bill in a general way. .

Mr. WARD: In connection with Clause 4 the
junior member for St. John made the statement
that the Director of Medical Services would have
the prerogative to fix the salaries and discharge the
employeeg of the parochial institutions of the island
but T do not see anything like that in Clause 4
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and I do mot think that it is possible to have that
in the Bill, Sub-clause (¢) of Clause 4 states :—
**investigate all complaints against any officer of the
Government Medical Services of thig Island or re-
flecting upon the order, discipline or management of
any institution or establishment to the general super-
intendence and discretion of which he shall have been
appointed under the provision of paragraph (b) of
this section or of any other law of this Island, and en-
quire into and investigate all complaints of ill-treat-
ment received from any inmate or inmates within any
such institution or establishment.’’ Suppose for argu-
ment sake, a ganitary inspector who is employed under
the parochial system had a grievance, would this clause
mean that he would have the right to approach the
Director of Medical Services to air his grievance ¢
I would like to have that explained.

The CHAIRMAN : 1 think the junior member
for St. John referred to sub-clause (b) of this Clause

Mr. WARD : The honourable introducer of this
Bill particularly mentioned parochial institutions.

The CHAIRMAN: It is unfortunate. I think
honourable members are not doing justice to the intro-
ducer of the Bill. Probably when he said ‘‘parochial ™’
he may have meant ‘‘governmental’’. (Laughter.)

Mr. S. A, WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman—I am
going to speak now and I do not think you can stop
me this time. I have read sub-clause (e) carefully;
it refers to discipline and management and I consider
that when the honourable introducer of thig Bill was
speaking he was referring to that particular part of
the matter. (Mr. Apams: Government institutions.)
Sub-clause (c) says he shall visit and inspect the alms-
houses and hospitals. (Mr. Apams: And do what ¢)
Mr. Chairman, I would like you to ask the intro-
ducer of the Bill to clear up this point because he
said the Director of Medical Services would be able
to dismiss or re-appoint sanitary inspectors.’

The CHAIRMAN: I am going to ask the hon.
ourable introducer of the Bill to clear up the point.
It will do no harm because in making laws we have
to be as broad as we possibly can. I do pot see any
reference in this Clause to the point in dispute bu’
the junior member for St. John may explain or
expatiate.

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Chairman,—It is im-
possible for me to say that the Bill meant anything
but what is stated in it. (Laughter.) But I will say
that I, personally, hope to see a scale of salaries for
all medical and sanitary employees set out and that
the Director of Medical Services will do that; also
that the appointment, promotion and dismissal of

sanitary inspectors will be subjected to confirma- |

tion by the Director.

Mr. TALMA: The senior member for St. Luey
said that what I am attempting to insert is already
provided for in the Bill but if the honourable member
will read sub-clause (¢) carefully he will also realize
that it is unnecessary to mention words like ‘‘homes”’
and ‘‘almshouses’’.

The question that the words propesed by the
senior member for Christ Church be inserted in sub
clause (¢) of Clause 4 is put and resolved in the
negative, the division being as follows:—

Ayes: Messrs, BRANCRER, GARNER, TaLma, and
MorTLEY—A4.
Noes: Messrs. SmiTH, F. L. Warcorr, Cox, Fos-

TER, MaPP, Dr. Cummins, Messrs. SPRINGER, ADAMS,
BLACEMAN, CRAWFORD, HAYNES, GALE, S. A WarcoTT.
WILKINSON, WARD, and Mr. SPEAXER—16.
" The question that Clause 4 stand part of the Bill
is put and resolved in the affirmative without division.
Clauses 5 to 10 inclusive are read and agreed to.
On. the motion of Mr. BLAckMAN, seconded by
Mr. Apaums, the CHATRMAN reports the passing of the
Bill in Committee with amendments.
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The House resumes and on the motions of Mr.
BracrmMaN, seconded by Mr. ApaMs in each case, the
Bill is read a third time and is passed.

THE BARBADOS GENERAL HOSPITAL BILL.

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands in the
name of the honourable junior member for St. John,
—Second reading of a Bill to make provision in rela-
tion to the Barbados General Hospital.

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Speaker,—The object ot
this Bill is to make the Barbados General Hospital
a Government institution. There is only cne Clause,
Sir, to which I need refer and that is Clause 11 which
says, in part:—‘There shall be established a Com-
mittee to be styled the Barbados General Hospital
Advisory Committee (hereinafter referred to as the
Advisory Committee) which shall consist, of a Chair
man and four other members, all of whom shall be
appointed by the Governor-in-Executive Committes
. .. ."7 That Advisory Committee will be appointed
by the Executive Committee. The Executive Com
mittee consists of four members of this House and the
members of the Executive Council who are the Gov
zrnor’s advisers. The policy of the Executive Com-
mittee is the policy given to the Governor by the
members of this House and, therefore, if it is stated
in this Bill that the five members of this Advisory
Committee are to be appointed by the Governor-in-
xecutive Committee, it means that the people’s rep-
resentatives in this Chamber will be appointing the
Advisory Committee of the General Hospital. I think
that is the only thing that needs any special reference
The other objects are quite clear; they are just to
make the Barbados General Hospital a government
institution instead of being run by what kas always
been called an emancipated Board. There is a great
deal of difficulty right now in getting, at any rate
sirgeons at the hospital because of the fact that the
institution is ran by a Board of laymen and pro-
fessional men are not satisfied to be controlled by
laymen. Many advertisements have been put in jour-
nals, magazines and papers in England for House
Surgeons and we have been told that the difficulty
is to get men to come here, owing to the hospital
being run by laymen. Therefore, it is felt that the
hospital should become a government institution under
the Director of Medical Services with a Superintendent
under him. I do not think I need say anything more
and I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second
time.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second the motion for
the second reading of this Bill. I know, Sir, that
the Board of the General Hospital has ccme in for
abuse from time to time and those people who always
more or less felt that the hospital should be run by
the Government instead of being run by a Board will
unhesitatingly welecome this Bill. It is claimed that
it will make for greater efficiency in the running of
the hospital than formerly. I am not prepared te
argue that but, Sir, from the public’s point of view 1
feel that they will be more satisfied with the
hospital being run by the Government than by a
Board.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Speaker—I am thoroughly
in agreement with the general terms and stipula-
lations of thig Bill. I feel, Sir, that if the hospital
was a government institutiom, not only would the
public benefit but also the several medical practi-
tioners who are employed there, would feel more -
satisfied with having as their Head a Medical
Superintendent. But, Sir, if that Bill which pre-
ceded this a few minutes ago does actually become
law, it would appear that the Chief Medical Officer

would not be the party to direct the Hospital be-
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cause the Chief Medical Officer would automatically
become the Director of Medical Services under
that Bill and that will need to be amended in this
Bill, I am merely drawing that to the attention
of honourable members. There is just one knotty
point which will arise and of which mention has
been made by the honourable introducer of this
Bill. 1t is a point which was taken up last session
when the Education Bill and the Housing Bill were
being dealt with and it relates to the appointment
of the members of this Advisory Committee. Now,
Sir, the honourable introducer. of this Bill hap-
pened to be a member of the House at the time and
to be a colleague of mine. We all fought tooth and
nail to prevent the Governor from appointing the
members of the Housing Board; we were accused
»f having delayed the passing of that Bill and things
of that sort but we thought we were doing what
was right for the public as a whole. To-day to my
great disappointment, Sir, it would seem that be-
cause the members of ithe Executive Committee
changed somewhat since the last session and be-
cause we are disposed to have a Coalition Govern-
ment, it would be quite right and proper for the
Governor of the Governor-in-Iixzecutive Committee
to appoint the memberg of this Advisory Committee
The hanourable member alleges that thd miem-
bers of this Advisory Committee will be appofinted
by the people’s representatives. Well, we have
to be fair and reasonable to all sides. In years past,
the conservative members of the House formed the
Executive Committee and eonservative members are
still elected representatives of the people. The prin-
ciple for which we fought, in dealing with the pro-
posal to appoint the Housing Board, was that all 24
members of the House should have a voice in ap-
pointing members of Advisory Boards, not only 4
members because these 4 members represent only
their constituencies and no other. That being the
case, I eannot see why it should be thought that this
so-called Coalition Government or the Executive
Committee should be the fit and proper body of per-
sons to appoint this Advisory Committee. At this
stage I shall not comment further on that point but
will do so later on, However, there is a great flaw in
thig Bill; a great error has been made jn this Bill and
T can see that there will be a great deal of opposition
to it later on unless the honourable introducer sees
fit to move an amendment at an early stage. I
am merely trying to assist him by throwing out
an early warning. These are some of the things wq
fought in the last session and it is appalling to
think that in the course of a few months. the entire
view has been changed so radically and wrong.

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : I am sorry to see &
Bill of this sort come before this House. It is
plain proof thai the Board which has been running
the Hospital has been composed of men incapable
of doing their work; it is a hit at the members of
the Board. But I do not think that if we change
the system and run the hospial as a government
institution we are going to get much better results.
The Hospital Board has been criticized from time
to time but I still think that the results obtained
at the Barbados General Hospital are better than
those obtained at the Mental Hospital. I am sur-
prised at the members of the Hospital Board giving
up their rights as they are doing and coming here
and agreeing to the Government taking over the
hospital. Referring to what the senior member for
‘Christ Church has said in respeet of Clause 11 I
certainly shall oppose that Clause as strongly as
I can. I cannot see how four members of this
House could be the representatives of all the
people in this island.

pan

Mr. GARNER : Mr. Speaker,—I do not share
the same view as the honourable member who has

Just spoken. I feel that we do mnot know exactly
Sometimes the Gov- |

wio owns the Hospital now,
ernment owns it; at other times it is run by a
Board; that is how it seems to ine at present. If this
change over will result in greater efficiency in
the working of the hospital I am willing to vote for this
Bill, with the exception of who should appoint the
members of the Advisory Committee. You will remem-
ber that last session, the question arose and I happened
to be a member of the Party who opposed this method
of appointment. I still hold the same view. I do not
care who constitute the Executive Committee. I
have all respect for them as men but knowing how
varied their views are I cannot say that thig is an
altruistic move and, therefore, T have to work oa
my own. Although one member of the Executive
Committee happens to be a friend of mine or we
have things in common, yet there comes a time
when we differ. I do mot agree with Clause 11 be-
cause I still believe that this Advisory Committee
should be appointed from the House of Assembly.

Mr. SPEAKER : Every honourable member
who has spoken so far seems to be debating Clause 11.
It seems to me that if that is the only objection
to the Bill we may just as well wait until we come
to the Committee stage and disecuss it, You can
mention that you are going to raise the point in
Committee but do not argue it now.

Mr. GARNER : Well, Sir, that being so, I am
hoping that the services at the hospital will be
improved and that people will not find it hard to get
things done as has been the case in the past. There
is a lot of rumour that when the Government takes
over any partieular institution it is mnot properly
run. I do not always share that view, Sir. [
know they are very competent officers and servants
in the Government’s employ and I, for one, feel that
this bit of legislation ought to give the inhabitants
of this island a very good deal, with the exeeption,
as I have said, of that particular clause. If the hos-
pital is properly run and if we get proper practi-
tioners and pay them well I see no reason why the
people of this colony should not benefit by the change
over. I hope that we will not have to regret in years to
come 'because there is a lot of suspicion in certain
quarters; but I feel that some of this suspicion is
unfounded and if we were to see that what we do
to-day carries out the spirit and the letter, as regards

| what people are anticipating by way of this change

over, I think we will be doing the population a good
turn.

~ Mr. SPEAKER : Is the honourable member
going to speak much longer?
Mr. GARNER : Yes, Sir.
Mr. SPEAKER: Well, we will adjourn. It

being after 2 o’clock, this House stands adjourned
to a quarter to three o’clock in accordance with
Rule 40 (a).

" REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE
PRESENTED.

On re-assembling,

Mr. SPRINGER: Mr. Speaker,—1I ask leave to
present the Report of the Select Committee appoint-
ed to prepare a draft reply to His Excellency’s Mes-
sage No. 19/47 relating to an error in Resolution No
45 of 1947 in connection with the Cotton Spinning
Plant.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber was granted leave to present the Report.

R
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SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (A).

My, ADAMS: L ask leave L0 wuove for the sus-
pension or iule bl (&) 1 order 10 resume Govern-
uleny Business, namely tue Sili with walch we were
dealing before the 'dajournment,

Mr, GARNKI: 1 object.

Mr, SPEAKKEK: An objeciion having bheen taken,
1 shail have 1o put the question. 'Che question is tnat
leave be granted ihe honourable member to move 1or
the suspension of Rule 61 (a) in order to resume
Government Business. Honourable members in fav-
our of that will please say ‘‘Aye’’, those against will
please say ‘‘No’’. I ihink the ‘‘Ayes’’ have it.

A davision was taken as follows:—

Ayes: Dr. CuMMINS, Messrs RAMSAY, BRANCK-
ER, F. L. WaLcort, Cox, FOSTER, SPRINGER, ADAMS,
BLACEMAN, GALE and WArD—11.

Noes : Messrs GARNER, CRAWFORD, HAYNES, 8. A.
WaALcOoTT and WILKINSON—D.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been decid-
ed i n the affirmative, eleven honourable members vot-
ing ‘‘Aye’ and ﬁve honourable members voting
‘““No’’, The honourable member may therefore make
the motion.

Mr. ADAMS: When I asked leave to move for
the suspension of the Rule and mentioned the Bill
with which we were dealing before the adjournment,
I might have added as I hoped we would have time
to deal with it, that there is also the Vaccination Bill
of which notice was given to-day and with which I
intended to deal. If honourable members are in fav-
our of that, I suggest that they should vote for the

suspension of the Rule so as to deal with the Vaccina- |

tion Bill alone.
now suspended.

Mr. RAMSAY : I beg to second that. I want to
ask honourable members to be a little indulgent.
There is a Bill before us dealing with the General
Hospital ; there might be a case of illness or some-
thing might happen and then we will be blamed for
it.  Honourable members know what the Hospital is
like and therefore let us deal with the Hospital Bill.
Honourable members should ‘‘give us a break’’, if I
am allowed to use that phrase.

Mr. GARNER: I have no objection to proceed-
ing with the consideration of the Vaccination Bill
but after all, the Order Paper is full and T think we
should proceed with the consideration of Private
Members’ Business at some time or other.

Mr. WILKINSON: I am quite willing to pro-
ceed with that Bill as T realise that it is a matt®
of some urgency.

Mr. ADAMS: If honourable members want to
et through with important measures, surely thev
ean allow the period devoted to Question Time to be
given to the consideration of these measures. If we
get through with the Vaccination Bill what harm is
there in going on with the Hosnital Bill until we
come to the end of Question Time?

The question that Rule 61 (a) be now suspended
was put and. resolved in the affirmative without divi-
|101.

Mr. SPEAKER: When the adjournment for
luneh took place, the House was considering the
second reading of a Bill to make provision in relation
to the Barbados General Hospital, and the honour-
able junior member for St. Philip was speaking.

. ORDER POSTPONED.

I beg to move that Rule 61 (a) be

Mr. ADAMS: In place of the Order which Your
Honour has just called, I ask that the Bill to provide
for a system of voluntary vaccination in this 1sland
be taken as the next Order of the Day.

Mr., SPEAKER: I ithink that the honourable
member will have to move that the further considera-
tion of the Hospital Bill be postponed.

Mr, ADAMS: Very well, Mr. Speaker. I beg
to move that the further consideration of the Hospi-
tal Bill be postponed.

Mr. COX seconded the motion which was agreed

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 AND 89,

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rules 88 and
89 be suspended in order to deal with the Vacecina-
tion Bill in all its stages to-day.

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

VOLUNTARY VACCINATION BILL.

to.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the Bill to pro-
vide for a system of voluntary vaccination in this
island be taken as the next Order of the Day.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

The question that the Bill to provide for a sys-
tem of voluntary wvacecination in this island be taken
as the next Order of the Day was put and resolved
in the affirmative without division.

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the honourable junior member
for St. John:—S8econd reading of a Bill to provide
for a system of voluntary vaccination in this island.

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Speaker,—This Bill has
not been circulated among honourable members and
therefore I shall read the ‘‘Objects and Reasons’’ as
they are set out here. They are as follows:—

‘‘This Bill seeks to establish a system of volun-
tary vacecination in this island.

Its provisions appear to be the more important
and urgent in view of the reported oceurrence in
New York and other places of cases of small pox.

‘While it cannot yet be said that the Island is
actually threatened by an epidemic. of that disease
common prudence would appear to require that swift
and adequate action on a large scale should be taken
to protect the Island against such an eventuality.

The Bill proposes that a number of public vac-
cinators should be appointed who would vaceinate
free of any charge any person who desired to be vae-
cinated and who would issue certificaies of vaecina-
tion.

The cost of vaceine lymph and any other ex-
penses involved (including fees for the public vac-
cinators) would be paid from the Public Treasury.””

The important thing about this Bill is that we
are trying to make ourselves ready to resist an at-
tack of the disease of small pox. It is a very serious
disease; I happened to have suffered from it myself
and therefore 1 know something about it. Persons
who are suffering from this disease have to be isolated
and no one is able to see them. That iy a siate of
affairs which I would not like and I.am certain that
nobody else would like it. Therefore I feel all the
more strongly in thig matter. I think that it would
be a very good thing indeed for us to be able to av-
point these officers that are mentioned in the Bill

{ and *o provide the vaccine lymph so that everybody

can have the opportunity of being vaceinated and so

: protect the island from being put under anarantine.

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second
time.

Mr. ADAMS: T beg to second that.

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved m the aﬁirm'atlve with-~
out division.

The second reading was passed.
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On the motion of Mr. BrAcEMAN, seconded by
Mr. Apams, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. RaAMsAY
being in the Chair.

The thirteen Clauses of the Bill were read ana
passed.

On the motion of Mr. Brackmax, seconded by
Dr. CoMmMiINs, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing
of the Bill in Committee,

The House resumed,

On motions of Mr. BLACKMAN, seconded by M..
ApAMs in each case, the Bill was read a third time
and passed. ‘

BARBADOS GENERAL HOSPITAL BILL

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the Hospital
Bill be taken as the next Order of the Day.

Mr. SPRINGER seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

Mr. SPEAKER: When this Bill was being
considered, the House was debating the motion for
the second reading of the Bill und the honourable
junior member for St, Philip was speaking.

Mr, GARNER: Mr, Speaker,—Ag I was saying
before the House went into recess, the public is divid-
ed in their opinion as to whether this change will
bring them any better service than what they formex-
ly received, or whether the Hospital will be run like
the Waterworks Department or some other De-
partment which has not stood up to the test.
Personally, I feel that if the Institution is
run along the vight lines, the masses of the publie
ought to derive greater benefits than before, I said
that I am willing to vote for this Bill with the excep-
tion of one of its Clauses to which I will refer when
the Bill reaches the Committee stage. I feel, Mr.
Speaker that everybody is in favour of the Govern-
ment taking over this Institution. It has been stated
not go long ago that some people there, the Radiologist
and some other officers for instance, were dissatisfied
either with their salaries or conditions of work and
there was a continuous exit of surgeons from the
place. If things are stabilised by the Government
and the Government acts wisely in making proper
rules and having the right sort of people on the Ac-
visory Board, I do not see any reason why the peo-
ple of this colony should not benefit by this change
over,

Mr, WILKINSON: This is one of the few oe-
casions when I do not agree with my colleague, the
honourable senior member for St. James. He is not in
favour of the Hospital Board being done away witn
T feel that it ig largely due to the Board which ad-
ministers the affairs of the Hospital that it has b»-
come necessary for the Government to take
steps to make the Hospital a Government De-
partment. T take the view that things could not be
worse than they are at the Hospital. I quite agree
with the last speaker and I am hoping that when we
get the new Department being run on proper and
efficient lines we wil' be able to get proper medical
men, a qualified radiologist and all the efficient staff
which is necessary for the running of a modern
hospital on such lines. We have heard a lot of
er'ticism of the Hospital lately and the reason why
T am voting for the second reading of this Bill is,
as 1 have said before, that I cannot imagine that
things eould be worse there than they are to-day.
T have every hope that under the new administra-
tion we shall have a vast improvement, and there is
room undoubtedly for a lot of improvement. I do
hope, Sir, that when it comes to the question of ap-

pointed an Advisory Board, the right people will
be appointed to assist in the running of the Insti-
tution by the Medical Superintendent. I repeat that
this is one of the few occasions when I do not agree

with the honourable senior member for St. James;

I intend to vote for the second reading of this Bill.
I think that the present members of the Board are
responsible for allowing things to reach the stage at
which they are today. When people go there they
have to wait for hours and hours before they can be
attended and the place is terribly overerowded. The
honourable senior member for St. George will prob-
ably tell me that the extension of the Hospital is
being carried out. Some weeks ago we voted money
for the purpose but I do not see anything much
being done. The anxiety of the present Board can
not be so great in this regard because they are not
pressing forward with their work. There is ample
room for improvement at the Hospital and it s
with the hope that we will get this improvement that
1 intend to vote for the second reading of this Bill.

Mr., RAMSAY: It is common knowledge that
the building up of this place hag been as a result of
persons who have come forward in the past and
offered their services and did work free, gratis and
for nothing. Naturally, Mr. Speaker, as human beings
they have made mistakes and the mistakes of thesc
various and varied gentlemen have been magnified
and thrown to the skies, I want to hint very quietly
that they must have done some good. I take it that
they did not go to the various Boards, and especialls
the Hospital Board, with any ulterior motives or
any idea of self-aggrandizement, altheugh they were
ignorant they offered their services free. I want to
thank those gentlemen who have gerved on the Hos-
pital Board. I am probably doing a very peculiar
thing, but that is how I feel about the matter. I must
not speak about myself, but I ain thanking all those
gentlemen for having given of their time so as to do
things in the interest of the community. I beg to
thank them for their services and I exonerate them
from any wrong which they may have done. T beg to
thank them immensely for what thye have done.
(Cheers).

Mr. CRAWFORD : Before the question is put, I
should like to say that I echo the hope that with the
passing of this Bill we shall see ushered into being
a far more satisfactory state of affairs with regard to
tde administration of the Hospital than formerly.
Of course, we can console ourselves with the fact that
things could hardly be worse at the Institution than
they are now, and perhaps on that ground alone
there might be justification for giving a trial to the
proposal which is more or less suggested in the terms
of this Bill. I know that various people in this col-
ony view the proposed new department with mixed
feelings; I know also that many people outside the
colony feel that we are making a backward step.
Some people in the neighbouring colonies have al-
ways viewed with longing eyes the administratina
of our Hospital and wished that their hospitals were
conducted like ours. T have heard medieal men who
have served both in our Hospital and in hospitals
in the neighbouring colonies which are Government
Departments, entreating or rather beseeching us that
we should be very careful as to how we embark voon
any alteration to the system under which we conduet
our Hospital which wil'! bring it in line with the
policy operatirg in the administration of the
hospitals in sdme of the neighbouring colonies, Be
that as it may, we have agreed to embark upon thie
experiment. and I repeat that I join the ranks of
those who hope and pray that the future will record
some justification for our optimism in this matter.

2
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Honourable members who have spoken have already
drawn attention to ‘a secilon of this Bul wneh is
going t0 cause some CONLroversy; tha 1s Secuon Ll
whicn deals with the appointment of e AUVISOry
Conymittee. I want to make it pertectly clear—as
& matter of fact [ have already made it clear—thav 1
am not sypporting the proposal com.ammed 1n that
Section. I cannot agree that the power for ibe ap-
pointment of this Advisory Committee should ve
vested in the hands of the Governor-in-Exeecutive
Committee. As I have said before, I feel that unul
we in this country have some sort of responsible
(overnment, we must endeavour to keep in the hands
of the elected representatives of the people some say
in the administration of the vamious Boards and
Committees of this sort. When we have gone furth-
er on the road to responsible Government then we can
begin to talk about separating the Legislature from
the administration of the Boards. Last year when
we had the Housing Bill before us, I opposed the
controversial Section for the same reason; 1 felt
that there would not be any justification for allow-
ing the Governor to appoint the members of the A.d-
visory Committee. Now some sort of a compromise
has been suggested and in the present Bill it is sug-
gested that the Governor-in-Executive Committee
shall be responsible for the appointment of the mem-
bers of this Advisory Committee. I see no reason
for changing my opinion to-day; it remains the
same as it was in 1946 when we discussed a matter
of a similar nature. With regard to the comprom-
ise which has been suggested—a compromise which,
perhaps, is the result of the new constitutional ex-
periment—I think that there iy even more reason for
supporting the position which I assumed last year.
1 shall dilate upon this question when we go into
Committee on the Bill and when we are dealing with
the 'relative Section. I want to make it perfectly
clear in the meantime that I am not supporting See
tion 11 as it now stands.

The question that this Bill be now read o
secony timie was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

The second reading wag passed.

On the motion of Mr BrackmaN, seconded by
Mr Apams, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. RAMSAY being
in the Chair. . .

Olauses 1 to 5 inclusive were read and passed.

Clause 6 was read as follows:—

6. (1) The Governor may appoint to the_H-os-
pital a Medical Superintendent who shal' receive a
calary at the rate of eight hundred pounds per ag-
num, and such other officers servants and agents as
may from time to time be necessary at such salaries

shall be provided by the Legislature. .
s (2~)pA11 salaries payable mnder this Act
shall be paid from the Public Treasury on the war-
rant of the Governor-in-Executive Committee in equal
monthly instalments,

Mr. BLACK}?I%I}II 1

art of the Bill.
6 Sta1\1/1[(3'.1)ADAMS: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: This Clause speaks about the
payment of salaries, but what about the quarters?
I do not see anything mentioned about quarters in
this E’tl ' :lfi:]l point, it now being 3.30 p.m. Mr:
SPEARER took the Chair and stated that it was 10W
time for the consideraiion of Private Members’ Bus-

7% SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (B)

, , , line

Mr. ADAMS: I do not know what the feelin«
of the House is. but in view of the importance ﬁf
this Bill, I ask honourable members to vote for the

1 beg to move that Clause

motion which I shall now ask leave to make, that
is, for the suspension of Kule 61 (b). L sugges.
that when we get to Section 11 of the Bill wu.cu
is going to be controversial we can report progress
at that point. At any rate, let us get the non-cun-
troversial Sections of the Bill out of the way. I ask
leave to move for the suspension of Rule 61 (b). _

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is
asking leave 10 move for the suspension of Rule
61 (b).

Mr. GARNER : I object,

Mr. SPEAKER: An objection having been
taken, I shall have to put the question. The ques-
tion is that leave be granted the honorable member
to move for the suspension of Rule 61 (b). Hon.
ourable members in favour of that will please say
‘‘Ayes,” those against will please say ‘‘No.”’ I think
the ‘“Adyes’’ have it.

A division was taken as follows:—

Ayes: Dr. CuMmiINs, Messrs. SMiTH, F. L, WAL-
corr, Cox, FOSTER, MAPP, SPRINGER, ADAMS, BLACK-
MAN, RAMSAY and GALE.—11.

Noes: Messrs. BRANCKER, GARNER, TALMA, MoT-
TLEY, HAYNES, S. A. WarLcort, WILKINSON and
‘WaARD—S8,

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been decid-
ed in the affirmative, eleven hononrable membe:s
voting ““ Aye,”” and eight honourable members voting
““No.’” The honourable member may therefore make
the motion.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (b) be
now suspended. .

Mr. SPRINGER : I beg to second that.

The qguestion that Rule 61 (b) be now suspendai]
was put and resolved in the affirmative.

The following division was taken :—

Ayes: Dr. CummINs, Messrs SMiTH, F. T, WAL-
corr, CoxX, FOSTER, MAPP, SPRINGER, ApanMS, BLACK-
MAN, RAMsAY and GALE.—1],

Noes: Messrs, BRANCKER, GARNER, TaLma, Mor-
TLEY, HAvnEs, 8. A, Warcorr, WILKINSON and
WARD—S8, .

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been decid d
in the affirmative, eleven honourable members votine
‘“Aye’’ and eight honourable members voting *“No’’.
The Rule cannot be. suspended, however, because
twelve members must vote for the suspension of a
Rule. The House will now proceed with the consid-
eration of Private Members’ Business.

ADDRESS RE RENT RESTRICTIONS

Mr. SPEAKER: When Private Members’ Busi.
ness was being considered on the last occasion, the
House was debating a motion for the passing of an
Address to His Excellency the Governor relating to
rent restrictions and the honourable senior member
for St. Peter was speaking,

Mr. WALCOTT did not continue to speak.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable senior member
for St. Thomas who seconded the motion for the post-
ponement of the deébate on the last occasion has th~
right to speak now. ' S

Dr. CUMMINS: 1 think that this matter has
been well ventilated and it is known throughout the
length and breadth of this island that there are cases,
I may say very many cases, where landlords take the
opportunity to extort money from their tenants. There
are abundant cases which T ecould mantion and T wan!
to support the figures which have been quoted by the
honourable senior member for St. Michael as regards
the tenantry in Hindsbury Road, becanse it was said
that those figures are incorrect. I myself have come
in eontact with people who live on that tenantry, and
the figures as have been quoted by the honourable
member and given to me independently are absolutelv
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correct. It is an urgent matter for the Government to
try to improve the standard of living of the peop e of
this colony, and while it is true that we are doing it in
one way by increasing salaries and wages, on the other
hand there are landlords who are taking away the
benefits from the people. I say that for this reason:
I have been told by two Civil Servants that imme-
diately they got their increases their rent was increased
when there was no justification for doing that. No
nmoney was spent on the houses and they could only
conclude that the rent was increased because it was
known that increases in salaries had been given them.
One person told me that he must have a house for
himself and his family to live in; his children are go-
ing to school and as he could not ask the Governing
Body of the school to reduce the school fees for him.
there was only one way in which he could balance
his budget and that was by reducing the food. Well
Sir, that is the serious part of it; the man told me that
as a result of the increase in the rent he had to reduce
the quantity of the milk supplied to his family by
a pint and a half per day. I repeat that that is the
serious part of it; we know of the conditions which
have been brought about by the War: we also know
that children must have an extra supply of food for
the nourishment of their bodies and also for their
growth and when they are going to school especially
they need extra food so that their mervous system
might be maintained. When we reflect on all that
that is where I think that this business of inereased
rent demands an urgent enquiry by the Government.
As T see the position, the people will be further
starved unless this enquiry is conducted, because as
the gentleman. told me, he must have some place in
which to live and the item on which the burden will
fall will be the food. I will not say anything more
on this matter because it is known tha: there are many,
many cases of these increased rents. T will say this:
until a few months ago I was a member of the St.
Michael’s Vestry and I know that within the last two
vears the assessors of the parish had a very difficult
time to keep up with the landlords. A couple of years
ago I happened to be Churchwarden of the parish
and on more than one occasion the assessors came to
me and mentioned cases where the increased rent was,
in their opinion, unjustifiable. Therefore this matter
is a serious one, and we are asking the Government to
give it early consideration.

Mr. GARNER: 1 am placed in a very peculiar
position inasmuch as I happen to be a businessman
and yet I am in sympathy with those people who have
to rent houses. I must preface my remarks by saying
that there is not every landlord who is bad, but therc
are some very vicious landlords who will make it vers
neessary for the Government to do something so as
to regiment the activities of all. I think I should say
in fairness to the people who own and rent houses
that the time when this action should have been taken
was in 1939 and not in 1947; at least in 1941 when
everything was being controlled they should have con-
trolled rent and regimented more or less everything. I
fear that this Address cannot serve much nseful pur-
pose although I will vote for it. With the advancea
price of lumber, materials, labour and everything,
there is a sad state of affairs. We have to view
the matter as statesmen and not be sentimental, If
a man owns & house and has to pay carpenterg $3
or $4 a day and buy expensive material to repair it
and he increases the rent, you have to sympathise
with the renter and you also have to get the facts
as to what the landlord had to pay so as to keep the
house in order. While I am in sympathy with the
tenant, you have to bear in mind that there are cer-
tain contributory facts. Your cannot cet awav from
that. As T have said, there are landlords who will

fileh at any time and there are those who will add to
their rent only when they have spent money to im-
prove the comforts of the house. I feel that it is
not so much a question of the houses; it is a question
of the land and that is where I feel very strongly.
There is one question that worrieg me most of the time
and it is this: How did land come to fetch such a
high price in Barbados? How did the price of land
ever get to this height? Somebody has said that
it 1s a question of supply and demand but the demand
has never been met. None of the Governments in
the past or even this present Government has made
-any attempt to bring the land within the scope of
the masses of the people; therefore it will always
remain that the supply cannot justify the demand.
Hence, I think that the first thing which should
be tackled is the proper redistribution of the land
and not so much to go after the people who conduct
their business by renting out houses, people whom
we have missed since 1941, Since then things have
sky-rocketed in price. I am speaking as a statesman,
of the house, I think, therefore that you should start
main}y today is the price of land and I ask again: How
did it manage to soar so high? Small bits of land
have been sold for £100 and £200; if you pay so
much money for land and you are building on it a
house for the purpose of renting it out, the price of
the land has to be taken into account in the building
of the house. I think, therefore, that you should start
from the land. We need a proper system, we need legis-
lation in relation to the land, Nothing i wrong with
the landlords so much; they take advantage of the
position in respect of the land. I think that we bave
missed the bus. This Rent Restriction Bill will be
a very clumsy one to be drafted; when people have
come to See how much it takes to keep a house in
repair, they will be in sympathy with ihe land ords
Another point is this: I feel we will render a dis-
service to some of the people who rent houses. If
a man spends money on his house and cannot increase
the rent, the tenant will have to leave, because there
is nothing to prevent a man from leaving hig house
in disrepair if he cannot get increased rent for it.
The primary question is a new departure from what
we thought was right in allowing a few people to
own so many plantations. That is the burning ques-
tion ; too few people have all the land under their con-
trol and I see no reason why, instead of bringing
forward an Address like this, a Bill could not have
been introduced in respect of the re-distribution
of the land. In St. George, Sir Laurie Pile has
about 19 or 20 estates; each year he is making more
money, piling up money when some people cannot get
sy housespots to rent. The Government ought to
have sent down to the House legislation as regards
the re-distribution of the land and do not let us deal
so much with the landlordg because all landlords are
not vagabonds. I feel that a re-distribution of the
land is really necessary; let us give the people a
little land and let them feel independent. When
you have the plantations owning all this land and the
people cannot, feel a sense of independence, you will
always have this vexed cquesiion. I counsel this
Labour set-up to try and do something with regard
to the land quickly because the people are looking
forward for something being done along ‘the lines
which I have suggested. The people want to know
that Sir Launrie Pile will sel* some of his plantations

so that they can have land on which to build their

houses; they want to know that Mr. Chandler will
give up some of the land in St, John. An honourable
member who is not far from me should be brought
into this matter. {(Laughter). Honourable members
are laughing, but this is a fundamental question.
In the last analysis the State owns the land and T
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see no reason why some people should hold on to it
it and others he left out. 1 repeat that unless this
Labour set-up intends to do semething along the lines
which I have suggested, they are not doing anything;
it is work along those.lines that I anticipated from a
(Government like this. Here you get private members
of this House asking that something be done to check
the activities of landlords where rent is concerned
1t is not so much a guestion about the landlords; they
have to buy land and materials at a high price and
they are trying to make as much money as they can
There is another type of person who invests money in
a few houses and expects that money will be coming in
from those houses; when he gets old he expects to ge:
hig living out of those houses. Some of the people are
very unscrupulous and they are the ones who made
the honourable member bring forward this Address.
I am quite in sympathy with those who are fleeced,
but on the whole the landlords are not all bad, becaus:
there are some of them who have not raised their rent
sinde 1935. Some of them have decided to raise
their rent. Of course, you will get speculators who
will break the law; there are some lawyers who will
plead a case for you according to your means, and
there are others who will not plead a case for you
unless you have the money to the last farthing. I
want to impress upon this House that what we are
doing mnow should have been done since 1941.
"he cost of material is too high to-day and so the
people will have to pay more rent; another point is
this; if you have to do any repairs, now s the time
to do them. When the legislation asked for in thig
Address is being drafted people will have to show
that their expenses have ‘increased so that they have
toc charge more rent; the Boards will have to see to
the interest of their friends and we shall have to be
very careful as to what we do. As I have said, this
Labour Government hag to work towards giving the
people the chance to own some land wherever it can be
acquired—whether in St. Joseph, St. John, St. George
or anywhere else; there are those who have been
holding this land for too long. Whether we do what
has been done in the Scandinavian places or not, w-
shall have to give land to the people so that they can
keep stock, sheep, fowls, ete., perhaps with some Gov-
ernment aid, and let them develop themselves and
feel independent.,If we do that, we will be doing ser
vice to the people for having returned thig Labour
Government. I take it hat the people of this colony
are looking to the Labourites of this Honse and are
expecting a panacea for their ills; I do not say that
these things can be done overnight, but before any
awakening which will condemn us comes, I feel that

T should warn this Government that they have a P

moral obligation to the people of this eolony, and to
no small extent, to see that the land is more equitably
divided among the masses. We have to see that the
wealthy people do not get wealthier each year and
that the wealth of this colony is more evenly distribu-
ed. If the land is the source of wealth

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the hon. member
has made the point that the increase in the rent
has been due to the incerease in the price of land. I do
not want the honourable member to debate the point
any further than that. I think the point is a good
one and that you have a perfect right to make it, but
I do not think that you should debate any question
which is not really before the House.

Mr. GARNER: I think that the point 'is a very
contributory one. I do not think that the passing
of legislation to the effect that rent cannot be in-
creased any further than is necessary will serve a very
bad purpose. I repeat that the time has passed when
this Address can really serve the purpose which the
honourable mover really intends that it should serve
Quite recently the price of lumber has soared so higk

that if anybody wants to repair his house he must
tave money. The onus is on this Labour Government
to gee that they bring forward a scheme very shortly
The Government will have to do these things so that
we will really have to live up to our calling. If we are
Socialists, we will have to make the wkole islanc
socialist. In other words, if the Goverument is going
to embark upon a housing scheme, they will have t¢
borrow money and they will have to tax very heavily
the wealth of the rich so that everybody will be able
to come a little nearer to each other and have a lot in
common. When we have one person so far away from
the other, that is where the wrong lies and superiority
comes into the picture. I hope that the Government
will bring down this housing scheme shortly so that
the people will not have to depend upon rerting hous-
es but they will have their own houses. I feel that
this question of increased rent is a very complicated
one to-day and it shows where the weakness of the Gov-
ernment lies. They ought to embark upon a big pro-
gramme for housing, redistribution of land and so
forth and then I think that everything will work for
the benefit of the masses and for the good and welfare
of the people of this island. (Cheers).

Mr. TALMA : I rise to support the principle of
this Address. There is only one deplorable feature
of the whole matter and it is the fact that this Address
rﬂating to rent restriction has only now seen day
light in 1947, many months after the War has ceased
and many years after such restriction has been intro-
duced in almost all of the leading West Indian col.
onies. As far as I know, a Rent Restrietion Bill was
introduced in Trinidad, British Guiara and in Ja
maica in 1942, and it is not until 1947 that we hear
about a Bill being introduced in Barbados! Although
I have great admiration for the mover of this Address,
vet if one’s memory serves him right, one will re
member that an Address such as this was introduced
during the last session of this House by the honour-
able junior member for the City, and with the Coali-
tion of that day constituted as it was and of which
the honourable mover wag an active supporter, that
Address met with opposition. In spite of
that, we now have what I ecall a Rent Restrie-
tion Address which should have seen daylight at least
about 1943 or 1944. I cannot see that this Address
will serve any useful purpose now. I fully realise
that the cost of all essential commodities, especially
lumber, is still sky-high, and with Europe destroyed
and devastated in the manner in which it has been
destroyed and devastated, it is reasonable to expeect
that the price of lumber will remain high for some
years to come. = Although the honourable genior mem
er for St. Michael is doing a service even at this stage,
the price of lumber might remain high for another
three or four years and I say that it is very deplor-
able that a Rent Restriction Bill is only now seeing
the light of day. An Excess Profits Tax has not yet
seen the light of day and the abolitior of the Oceupan-
ey Tax would have served g useful purpose. I say that
in passing. The honourable member who has moved
the passing of this Address quite recently was an im-
portant figure in seeing that an Address of this nature
was not granted the treatment which it deserved.
Such an Address was more necessary then than now
and it would have helped the people to a greater ex
tent than it will help them to-day. As far as the land-
lords are concerned, I admit that there are some very
unreasonable ones who are very oppressive and ex.
cessive in their rents. If the price of houses is high
to-day

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 must ask hon, members to
stop talking. I find it very difficult to hear the hon.
member on acecount of the conversation which is going
on.
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Mr. TALMA: I wag saying, Mr, Speaker, that
although many iandlords are unreasonable and they
demand excesswe rents and are very oppressive, ye.
there are many others who are fair-minded and are
out merely to receive a fair dividend in return for
their investment. When one takeg into account the
fact that the prices of properties are very high to-
day—when you take into account purchases which
have been made during.ihe War period and even
up to to-day, you will have to realise that if a land-
‘lord pays £2,000 for a property, if the rental value
of that property before the War was $40 or $45 per
month, to-day he will charge $70 per month for it
because he has to get a proper return for his money.
I am not saying that a certain amount of control
is not necessary; I am in thorough agreement with
the proposal, but it is rather late to introduce an Ad-
dress like this more especially in view of the fact that
a similar Address was defeated at the last session of
this House. The cost of living hag increased and if a
landlord is dependent upon hig reng for his livelihood,
it is reasonable to suggest that if the cost of every-
thing has gone up 100%, the rents will be increased
proportionately. What I fear and dread most of all
is the constitution of that Body which, I hope, will
soon be fixing the rents which should be paid for pro-
perties; because unless we select the proper type of
individuals to fix the prices to be charged for the
rent of houses, probably little or no advantage will
be derived from the passing of thig Address. There
are quite a few other points which I think ecapital
could be made of, but I am in sympathy and entire
agreement with the principle of this Address and for
that reason I shall not say anything more. T shall
willingly support the Address when the time comes
because I do not want to see any hon. member who
happened to be in opposition to this measure two
vears ago, making capital out of it and fooling the -
people outside that he wishes to help them today.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think that the hon.
member should dilate :ipon what happened two years
ago.

Mr. SPRINGER:: There wag no such Address.

Mr. SPEAKER: EHEven if there was such an
Address that is not the point of ths debate to-day.

Mr. WARD: 1 do not think that any conscien-
tious individual would oppose the principle of rent
restriction, but I feel that unless we can get a proper
Bill drafted so as to cover all the points which will
arise, we will find that the people who rent houses

,will be in a more difficult position than they are at
present. It is common knowledge that individuals
invest money in houses so as to make a reasonable
profit and with conditions as they are to-day—tl;eq
cost of labour going up and the cost of materials
increasing every two or three months—the people
who own houseg must increase their rent so as to be
compensated for the repairg of the houses at a futura
date. A person cannot wait until it is time to repar
hig house to collect the money to repair it because
at that time nobody will be living in the house and
that person will have to go to his private income so
as to replace the bill caused by the depreciation of
the house. In my opinion, what happeng in the case
of some people who rent houses is that they begin
to rent houses which are too expensive for them, and
then theyv realise that they cannot balance their bud-
get. It is common knowledge too that if a house
worth £2,000—and you can get very little property
for that amount of money to-day—the owner of that
house cannot ask less than $60 per month ag rent
for it or he would be losing money. If a person in-
vests his money, say £2,000 at 4%, he is able to get
$60 per month and T ean tell vou, that I can put
money in some of the banks and get more than 4%
interest on it. If vou take into consideration that a

person hag to pay the increased cost for labour ana
wmacerial, ic 18 unpossible for him to charge lesg than
x/0 10T tne depreciation of his building. ‘that brings
WLe Igure, in my opinion, to approximately 8% of
the value of the house, and 8% of £2,000 18 £160 a
year and any individual will be able t0 see what the
owner would bave to charge for his house and then
taxes, ete., have to be taken into consideration. Now
when we come 40 land, everybody knows that land 1s
sold on demand and restricuion on the price of land
will not prevent it from being sold at £1,000 per acre
if an individual wants it. A person who is willng
to buy the land will go behind anybody’s back, be 1t
Government or otherwise, and pay the owner of the
land what he feelg like paying for it. People who
have not got any money to buy the land will borrow
money so as to buy it. All the steps which are taken
will not prevent land from being sold in the black
market. The black market business runs all through
the world ; it goes on in spite of restrictions. When
we are drafting a Rent Restriction Bill we have to
be very careful; because I think that if thig matter
is not earefully handled the poor individual or mid-
dle-clasg man will be in a much worse plight than he
was in before. As far ag I know; in the country dis-
tricts land is rented very cheaply. I do not know
what the position is as regards land about the City,
but I feel that if the Government wants to get land
sold, they will have to amend the Public Health Aet
and remove the restriction about supplying water
in the distriets; they will then be surprised to see
how much land will be sold overnight. You must
shut your eyes; you must wink at certain things, relax
certain restrictions and I am sure that over one-third
of the island will be sold.

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a question of the sale
of land having regard to the vent which is collected
¢fterwards.

Mr, WARD : As far ag I know, the rent paid for
land in the country districts is pretty low and no
estate in the country refuses to rent out land. It
ig only in the case of people who want to get into the
City, that difficulty is experienced. It is a recognized
fact that this Government ig trying its best to avoid
using the best agricultural land for building sites.
If that land is used for this purpose you will be kill-
ing the income of ‘the 1sland. There will be a decrease
in production and a consequent decrease in income.

Mr., SPEAKER: Again the hon. member. is
straying from the point.

Mr. WARD: I am coming baek to it. If
the price of land goes up to-morrow the rent of land
will also go up. I know that people bought land at
10/- per square foot in this City and now that land
has been sold at £2 per square foot. When one per-
son leaves, ten or fifteen persons come, and some of
them work behind other people’s back. They are buy-
ing the land for sport; they realise what can be done
and therefore it is necessary in the first instance to
control the price of land.

Mr. COX: T would like first of all to reply to
the remarks made by the honourable senior member
for Christ Church. The honourable member said that
during the last session of this House an Address was
introduced bv the:

SPEAKER: T do not think that 'there is
any need to deal with that. I have already pointed
out to the honourable senior member for Christ
Chureh that it is not now a qustion of what happened
then. The whole point of the debate to-day is whethe1
this Address should be passed or not. Whether a simi-
lar Address was introduced in the House before or
not does not make any difference to-day.

Mr. COX: 1 apprecmte Your Honour’s explan-
ation, hut the statement is a very damagine one and
T hope that vou will grant me some latitude to correct
it.
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Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that it is damag-
ing to the Address,

Mr, COX: It may not be damaging to the Ad-
dresg but it may be damaging to me.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 swpped the honourable
senior member for Christ Church and I think that we
had better leave it at that.

Mr. COX: The honourable member hag charged
me as one of the members of the Barbados Labour
Party with coalescing with the Couservative group
of thig colony. The honouralile member has said that
during the last session of this House an Address was
introduced by the then honourable senior member for
the City and 1 joined with the Conservative group
in opposing that Address. I have never known of
any Address introduced by the then honourable senior
member for the City relative to rent restriction. It
was 8 question————

Mr. SPEAKER: Having said that we will get
on with thig debate. I do not think that you should
carry the matter any further. The hon, member made
a statement, 1 stopped him and you have replied.

Mr. COX: I regret that very much, Mr. Speaker,
but I must bow to your ruling. Since this matter was
debated, I have read correspondence :n the press in
conneetion with it and I have heard from the lips of
some people that I was making false statements
against them. I have taken the trouble to go around
to the various tenantries and find out ‘hings for my-
seif and I hope, Mr. Speaker, that you will give me the
privilege of just quoting a few cases, Before doing so,
I should like to refer to Mr. H. O. Emtage of whom 1
made mention when I moved the passiug of this Ad-
dress. I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Emtage and
we went around and he showed me five houses. 1
would like to say here and now—

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the honourable member
making an explanation now?
Mr, COX: Yes sir, five of the six houses

which Mr, Emtage showed me were rented out at
a reasonable price, In the case of the one in re-
spect of which I made the accusation against him
the increase in the rent could not be justified, He
could not show any justification for the increas:
and agreed to reduce the rent from $20 a month to
$15 a month. (Cheers). I would like to say here and
now that if I have caused Mr. Emtage any inconve-
nience, I am sorry for it but it was a sincere attempt
to do my duty to my constituents and I hope that
other landlords will fall in line, even if they do no
more than what was done in this case. I understand
that Mr. Jones was very much annoyed—

Mr. SPEAKER: I gee that you have made =z
correction in the Press and I think that you should
also make a correction here so as to straighten the
record,

Mr. COX: T said that the rent of the backspots
of land at Hindsbury Road had been increased
from 2/6 per week to 7/6 per weck and that that
of the front spots had been increased from 5/- per
week to 10/- per week. In each case the word ‘“month’’
should have been used instead of the word ‘‘week’’. 1
hold in my hand a notice addressed to Rhoda Paync
Tt reads: ““This serves to notify you that from and
after the first day of May, 1947, your rent will be
10/- per month’’ and there is a receipt from the
same Rhoda Payne for 10/- as land rent. Before you
increage the rent, you call for the spot; vou know

that the renter eannot do other than ask you to7

allow the house.to remain on the spot and you say:
“If you want it to remiain there, you must pay 10/-
per month.” This poor woman used to pay 4/- per
month as land| rent and now she must pay 10/- per
month. There is another case that of G. Sargean,
““Thig serves to notify you that from and after
the 1st day of May, 1947, and onward. your rent
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will be 12/- per month. Thig woman has paid 5/- pes
month up to March 3, 1947, Mr. Speaker, I do not
think that it is necessary for me to go through ali
of them, but there are many cases in which land
rents have been increased. and what ig more, in the
majority of cases the spots are within an area of 800
square feet. One spot is being made into three
8potg so to speak! I have been informed that this land
was bought at 12 cts. a square foot, and the law re-
quires that a spot should measure 2,400 square feet
80 that a spot of land would cost $288. If you are
are allowed 6% interest on your money—the raic
which the law allows unless you want to be charged
with usury—you would receive a profit of $17.28¢.
When you charge about $3 per month for one of
these spots I cannot see any justification for it. If
anybody went to see these spots for himse'f he would
be shocked at their disgraceful condition and at the
increase ‘in rent made by the landlords, I also went
to Deane’s Village and T find that people who used
to pay 9/- and 10/- a quarter are now asked to pay
1:5, - a quarter. Sinee we were discusding this ques-
tion. landlord Mr. Jones went back and indreased
his rent. The people who live on thege spots are
people of very slender means; they live in 8x12
houses and that does not interest Mr. Joneg in the
least He says ‘‘If you do not want to pay me
you can leave.”” I would like to say that an
individua! cannot do as he likes with what is hig
own. The State is in control and it iy in the interest
of the State to see that each individual is protected
where these matters are concerned. If you assume
that you must carry on untouchd by law, that is
the law of the jungle; if what is yours must not
be touched by law, then you sheuld not have any
representation by law, because it would be a question
of the survival of the fittest. In spite of all that is said,
this is a very serious question. Now when we come
to Carrington’s Village, the individual, who has
started this epidemic knows what it is to be renting.
He calls, upon people to join him in a society,
they pay 12¢ per week and when a lot of money has
been collected he takes that same money and tries t2
force the peop'e to live in the sea.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can make
his point without specifying any preson.

Mr, COX: I know what I am saying, Mr.
Speaker.
®» My SPEAKER: At the same time I think that
you can discuss the matter without pointing at any
particular individual.

Mr. COX: Quite recently a poor woman living
in Carrington’s Village had her rent inereased. One
would have seen it stated in a letter to the Press
that the rents have not been raised, but unfortu-
nately, the person who wrote the letter has lost touen
with local geography., Carrington’s Viillage ‘is
Carrington’s Village and the majority of the people
of this island know it. T have here a receipt given 1o
Leotta McIntosh which reads as follows: ‘‘Received
from Leotta McIntosh the sum of $4 as land rent
for the month ending the 31st of August.” This woman
used to pay 8/- or 10/- a month, T have numerous
examples which would take me too long to mention.
At Kensington, a woman used to pay $1.70c. and now
she ig paying $3.60 and thig land is & part of that
which was sold recently, Wherever this corruption
is going on, T say that it is time that something be
done in the interest of these poor people, This
question of increased rents will spread all over the
island because it is an epidemie; individuals ara
planning to get money however they can. They will
buy areas so that they can get the land rented under

any eondition and that bas been going on for about
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three years now. I know that.land which was rentest
at 1Uy- per quarter in Carrington’s Village is now
rented av 10/- per month. Mention has been mad-
about the Labour Government, but I would like to
say that it 1s immaterial to me whether there is «
Labour, Conservative, Liberal or any other Govern-
ment, 1 feel that an individual shouid only be allow-
ed to carry on private enterprise when it does not
clash with the interest of the people. It ig all right
to have free enterprise, but as scon as you are pre-
pared 0 blackmail and menace people and extort
money from them, it is time that a stop be put
to that, It is the duty of the Government to sec
that steps are taken to that end. The cor-
respondent in the Press who signed ‘‘Sufferer’”
says that an individual can put furniture in
a house and that does not come within the
scope of rent restriction. I would like to say herc
and now that in England all that comes under rens
restriction, and 20% is allowed for the value of the
furniture whereby the individual can charge 10'7%
or 20% .on the rental of the house. In England and
other parts of the world a Rent Restriction Bill has
been introduced, and if this Government realise tha
landlords are able to get around the Act by putting
furniture in thier houses, it would be gquite an easy
matter to make certain adjustments in the act
to meet that, As a matter of fact, I understand
that in other places there is no restriction ag regards
land rent, but I am saying that in this colony we
must have restriction as regards both land and house
rent. I should like to point out that the laws are not
made for the just. The honourable senior member for

Christ Church and the honourable junior member for-

St. Philip have said that some landlords are honest,
decent, sympathetic and dignified and are not pre-
pared to blackmail anybody; well, T repeat that the
laws are not made for the just, they are made for the
wicked, the rogue and the vagabond. Therefore any
individual who realises that he is working within
reasonable bounds has not got anything to fear about
rent restriction or anything at sll. He has a sense
of humanity and realises that each and every indi-
vidual is part and parcel of the whole: he looks upon
every individual as his brother and is not prepared
to go out of his way to put him to any inconvenience.
As T said before, something must be done in this mat-
ter of increased rents: the matter cannot be viewed
in any light manner. The Government cannot allow
these people to be forced off these housespots. We

have been told that the price of lumber has gone up L

and it is a well-known fact that as soon as a house is
taken down, the owner has to go to the lumber-yard
and get lumber so as to effect repairs to the house,
and very much more so if the house was on the spot
for about 50 years. On account of the bad economic
set-up, people were never in a position to repairv
their houses: those houses got into a very dilapidated
rondition but while they remained on the spots th:
holes could still be stopped. T would like to say to any
body who may attack what T am saying that as long
as nobody ean question your honesty or sincerity—
—that is what you have to be careful about. I will tell
each and evervone that one of the things which are
well worth living and dving for is that you are in a
position to help somebody and make other people
feel happy. I feel that the most miserable people in
this world are those who did theéir werst for the people,
and the most happy are those who did their best for
them, If anvbody cared to search the scriptures he
would see that we have been told to open our mouths
widelv, judge righteously and plead the cause of the
poor and needy.- That is our dutv here to-dav and T
am prevared to do that as Jong as' T have breath in my
body whether it is appreeciated or not. Finally, I would
like to say that I have never been associated with anv

organisation other than that which is in the interest |

of the people so that I ean always be able to help them.
Probably I could have ended my remarks in a shorter
time, but I am deeply incensed over this matter and
since the conditions are so annoying and perplexing,
since landlords are so unserupulous, inhuman and
wicked towards these unfortunate people, strong re-
presentations must be made in the interest of these
people and I want the public to take up the matter.
They must point out these landlords and show that
disgraceful attitude or mentality which is being ex-
hibited by their actions.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I apologize for entering the
debate at this stage; at first, I did not intend enter-
mg it at all. I felt that everybody in this colony
know so well that my Party and myself are in com-
ple.e agreement with this question of rent restriction,
that it was almost unnecessary for me to add anything
to the debate. v

Mr. SPEAKER: If the honourable member
thinks so, he should not be speaking for very long.
(Laughter).

Mr. CRAWFORD: A remark made by the pre-
vious speaker has compelled me to take the floor. In
the course of his remarks, the honourable senior
member for St. Michael said that thiy matter of ex-
ploitation by landlords has been going on for three
years and it is high time that a stop be put to it. 1
would like to remind the House that as far back as
1944 the honourable junior member for the City on
the floor of this House tabled a question beseeching
the then Government to take steps to introduce rent
restriction, I hear an honourable member say that
the question was not discussed. What is important
is not the discussion but the Government’s reply to
the question. The honourable junior member for the
City asked the Government to do something for the
people so as to protect them from heartless landlords:
He asked: ‘““Does not the Government consider it
necessary to take steps so as to fix, restriet and con-
trol the rental of dwelling-houses and business prem
ises?”’ What was the reply to the question? .. The
Government replied: ‘‘The Government has consid-
eved the desirability of introducing rent restriction
legislation, but does not propose to do so at present.’”
At that time the honourable senior member for St.
Michael was a member of the Party which compris~d
the Government. : i

Mr. SPRINGER: On a question of fact., The
honourable member has no right to say that; he knows
that it is not true.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already ruled that what
happened in 1944 has nothing to do with the present
debate. There is no object in debating that particular

oint.
P Mr. CRAWFORD: T should like to enquire on
a question of fact if it is mot true to say that when
this question was replied to, there were on the Execu-
tive two members who were leaders of the Party to
which the honourable senior member for St. Michael
belongs.

Mr. SPEAKER: The constitution of the Gov-
ernment in 1944—— - .

Mr. CRAWFORD: I should like to know if the
Government would send down an answer with which
they did not agree. . o L

Mr. SPRINGER : The answer to that question is
“‘ves” it did not happen frequently. : .

Mr. SPEAKER: The point is that a question
was asked dealing with rent restriction vyhet}_ler it
was debated or not, but I do not see any objeet in de-

bating. what happened in 1944. . . -~
i FORD a question of re- ’ a4

Mr. CRAWFORD: This is now
ferring to history; it is ) . o ‘

Mr. SPEAKER: T am not allowing any discus-
sion on any, historieal matter in the House. -
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Mr. CRAWFORD: Except that it is necessary
to allow people to understand—

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not see any object in that.
The point is whether we should pass this Address re-
lating to rent restriction or not,

Mr. CRAWFORD : We should have had legisla-
tion dealing with rent restriction six years ago, be-
cause the point is that on account of the conditions
imposed by the War which began in 1939, you have
these existing conditions to which homnourable mem-
bers have drawn attention. We have been unable to
build houses; people were unable to repair their
houses and when the materials were obtainable the
price of them had increased by about 200% or 300%.
Add these factors to our general housing congestion
and you will see how it is and why it is that the poor
people of this colony who have no land of their own
have besn exploited and are being exploited.

- Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is
quite in oxder to say that.

Mtr. CRAWFORD: T am glad that Your Honour
thinks 0. T we had done in 1944 what we are doing
new, the situation could not have gone so far. In other
‘words, e are locking the stable after the horse is out
#hd s6 Far away that we cannot see him to him back

in the stable.

Mr. SPEAXER: It the honourable member sug-
pesting that we should not pass this Address.

Mr. CRAWEFORD: 1 cannot imagine anything
in my remarks which would suggest that. [ am say-
ing thiat the passing of this Address is so belated that
the purpose to be served iz almost completely dis-
sipated. Supplies of material are coming in now, and
people will necessarily be éffecting repairs to their
pose, we shelved it and Bow that comditions are al-
most approaching hormaley, we are making a rumpus
about it! Howewer, it is better late than never, and
we are justified even in 1947 in taking steps to put
an end to the viciowms exploitation by landlords of the
people of this colony. Oue other phase of the remarks
of the honourable s¢nior member for St. Michael in-
terests me. I am not defending anybody and I feel

- mbore strongly than the honourable member and for a

longer period than he, with regard to this question
of rent restriction, When the honourable junior
member for the City tabled his question in 1944 I
was in complete agreement with him that the question
should have been tabled then, and I felt just as strong-
ly as he did when the reply was received from the
Government. I ‘vas amazed to hear the honourable
genior member for St. Michael mention the fact thafy
he allowed himself to be fooled so easily and cleverly
by M H. 0. Emtage and he apologised to Mr. Em-
tage and backed down. T repeat, T am not defending
anybody. If the honourable member allows the pleas-
ure of meeting and going around with Mr. Emtage
who has acquired ome plantation after anothetr and
has suddenly deeided with his cehristian-like spirit to
form a limited . liability company .and transfer all
these holdines to this company
M= QPEARKER: I« that anything to do with
the debate? :
Mr. CRAWFORD: OQuite a lot. Let us find out
how many nlaces are owned by Mr. Emitage's Company
and hew mbriy are owhed by Me Emtage. If Mr.
Bmtape says that he owns five houses, find out how
many the Compeany owhs. T thev owh onlv five
houses. then T nwn the whete of Brideetown. Tt ir
really mmazine how easily some Deovle can be fuoled
when they allow themselves to be fooled and when
they are instructed to allow themselves to he fooled.
Tf meonle in 1947 ara reallvy serioms about this ques-
tion of rent restriction. let mns bhear in mind that
there were others in 1944 who could sce further thawu
they and were more directly coneerned with the

plight of the pecple than they were. If the peo-
ple who are moving in this mattér now were so
minded as to have sapported us in 1944 when we did
not have the same numerical strength as we have
now, we ecould have compelled the Government
three years ago to introduce legislaiion to put an
end to this evil,

Mr. MOTTLEY : I am sorry if it shouid appear
unparliamentary that I should speak after the mover
of the passing of this Address and I apologise for;
doing go. I was absent on the last occasion when the
Addresg was being considered and I did not wish ‘o
keep to the newspaper report as an accurate account
of what was actually said. I should like vo make a
few observations in connection with thig wateer. 1
am voting for this Address not because I, as an
individual believe .that it will do any good, but be-
eause I have discovered that it is the wish of the
majority of my constituents. I have pledged myselt
that wherever my own persohal affairs elash witw
those of my constituents, I will give in to them or I
shall resign my seat. For those reasoms I am voting
for this Address. (A MEMBER: That ig good).
There are a fow things whieh I should like to make
plain. The passing of this Address has been moved
by the honourable semior member for St, Michael
and speeches as go forth from this House are report-
ed. T think that it should be generally known that
while 1 agree with the honourable senior member for
St. Michael that there are a couple of unscrupulous
landlords, (Mr. COX: A couple?) not only in this
parish but in the island, ag I understand the set-up
of a Rent Restriction Board, the right is also given
to those persons whose rents are very low to make
application for an increase. That is what I should
like people to know. I will make statements of fact
and even youw, Mr. Speaker, from the Chair can
substantiate some of those statements. I will deal
particularly with tenantries as I know them in St.
Michael; I have gone outside my business activities
in order to make a few facts known. Mr. Speaker,
there are tenantrieg in this parish and you will for-
give me if T mention jusf a few of them—Manning’s
Village, Kensington, Carrington’s Village, Green-
field, Deane’s Village, Skeete’s Land and Hindsbury.
The honourable senior member for St Michae] is
quite right in saying that quite recently purchases
have been made and rents have been increased; how-
ever, I make bold to say as a statement of fact that,
with the exception of two recent purchases, the
existing rents in the majority of tenantries in this
parish have not been increased within the last 25
vears, and the homourable nmember can prove that by
just going to the people who collect rents. With
respect to Kensington, it is true to say that the
sale of the land—

Mr. SPEAKER: This debate is petting down
to a question of persomality, one side saying that
rents have been increased and the other side saying
that they have not been inereased. At the beginning
the honourable member said that he intends to vote
for this Address and T 8o not think that it is a question
now as to whether landlerd “*A” has increased his
rent and landlord ¢“B’’ has not increased his.

M. MOTTLEY : 1 am trying to show honourable
members that— v . .

Mr. SPEAKER: T am asking the honourable
member to be as brisf ag he can. :

Mr. MOTTLEY : What I want to make clear
is this: while it is true to say that there are a few
unscrupulous landlords, the majority of landlords
have not increased their rent by one cent for the
last 25 years. As the honourable mover of the passing
of the Address has mentioned certain names, I hope




422

20 3 e——

‘HOUSE

-

that I will be given the latitude to mention a few
tenantries in which, I am sure, the reats have not
been increased by one cent. I crave Your Henour's
indulgence to point out that within recent months
one or two peeple have been buying land with the
object of getting the people off this land so that they
can get it for their own use. I hope never to make
any statement in this House which can be challenged
by anyome. I say with. authority that the origimal
owners of the land have not inereased their rents, bui
the people who have bought the land have inereasel
them. The honourable senior member  for Si.
Michael referred just now te what is an illegal action
by landlords. In due course he will be told that they
are dealng very illegally. Beecause somebody puts a
notice in your hands telling you that your rent will
be increased~—

Mr. COX: T have more than 50 receipts here
and I ean show them to the honourable membevy
if they want to see them.

Mr. MOTTLREY : I say that this is ap illegal
action. I enly want to say that while I am support
ing the passing of this Address because it 15 the
wish of the majority of my constituents, [ definitely
feel that it is bound to create some sort of hardship
on the great majority of people whom the honour-
able genior member for St. Michael feels he will
be helping. 1 agree that rent restriction legislation
should have been in operation before. The position
is that money became cheap in Trinidad and peopis
who came to Barbadog.as a place of resort, offered very
exhorbitant prices for houses; there was also an influx
of businessmen ecoming here and offering five and six
times the price for business premises. If it is the wish
of the people that there should be rent restriction leg-
islation, nene of their cleeted representatives could
really have the temerity to oppose such a thing; but
you must make it clear to people what they must ex-
peet. ¥ suggest that there s p enty of money knoek-
ing about in the wo.ld. If the hon. senior member
for St. Miehael takes the same interest in his econ-

_ omieg ag in his polities, (Cheers), he will observe that
ag long as there is money knoeking about, there is the
tendeney for the Barbadian to become independent.
He will want to own something. That in itseM mus:
show that you must have something better than a mere
Rent Restriction Bill. I suggest to honourable mem-
bers of the Government that before any Rent Restr.:-
tion Bill is introdueed, there should be intreduced an
amendment to the Landlerd and Tenant Ae¢t. Any-
body who is acquainted with this Aet will appreciate
the fact that it is 95 % if not 100% in favour of the
landloyd, and that makeg it verv difficult for the
tenants to have an even ‘‘break’. I would like
honourable members {o look at the matter in this way ;
» property in 1940 eost ‘‘X’’, but to-day the value of
that property hag increased. The cost of transporta-
tion hag also increased ; nobody would think that he
ecould get a car te take him from Bridgetown to
Bathsheba for $6 as was the case before the War.
To-day the cost of transportation to Bathsheba in
the same car the prewar east of which was only $600.
must be $12 because the chauffeur must be paid
more and the wear and tear is more. T am hound

g support an Address of this natpre; whenever
d is set up—I am saying thig for the more

us-minded who will appreciate what T am say-
ing—investigationg are hound to he made and it
will be discovered that not only will you have to
restrict house rent but many other things as well.

I am supporting thig Address with the fullest dense
of responsibility because I have made the position
clear to my constituents; they know exactly what
‘the position is going to be. While the minority
of rents have been increased the majority have
not been touched. With respect to Carring-
ton’s Village, I am in the proud position to say that
in-dealing with sellers of land by virtue of my
calling and going into the value of this tenantry, the
present owners of Carringtem’s Village as Carring-
ton’s Village have not increaseg the rent by one cent.

The qtiestion that this Afdress do now pass was

" The Address was passed,
Mr. SPEAKER: I will ask the honourable genior
member for St. Michael to present this Address.
Mr. COX: As your Honour pleases.

Mr. SPEAKER: T hope the House will take what
I am saying now in the sense in which I am saying it.
There does seem to be a certain amount of jealousy
among honourable members if a proposition whieh
has been put up some time ago does mot, see the light
of day and one which subsequently comes from
another direction is passed. The fact that an hon-
ourable member did not succeed in getting his pror

some reason for debate; but I think that it is rather
for the good of the community to see that the pro-
position goes through without any difficulty.

THE ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper having been fixed,

Mr, ADAMS : I beg to move that this Howse
do nwow adjourn to this day week, the 27th day,of
May. 1947, at twelve o’clock mnoon,

Mr. SPRINGER : I beg to secondt that,

Mr. WILKINSON :

bez to move that the word ‘‘week’’ be deleted in
order to substitute the word ‘‘fortnight’ and that
the figures and wordg ‘‘27th day of May,1947" he de-
leted in order to substitute the words and figuves
‘“3rd day of June, 1947.7*

Mr. WARD: 1 beg to second that,

- The guestion that the words and figures proposed
to be deleted stand part of the motion was put and
resolved in the negative.

A division was taken as follows :—

S Ayes: Messts, RaMsay, F. L Wancor?, Braxck-
ER, SMiTH, Cox, MAPP, SPRINGER, and ApAaMs—~8.

NoeS: Messrs. BLACKMAN, CrRAWRORD, (#ARNER,
Tauma, Morriey, HAYNES, GALk, 5. A, Warcorr,
WiKINsON and Warp—16. '

Mr SPEAKER: The guestion has been resolved
in the negative, eight honourable members voting
““Aye”, and ten honourable members voting ‘‘No’'
The question now is that the words and figures ‘‘3rd
dav of June, 1947,” be inserted in the b'ank
created. Honourable members in favour of that will
please say ‘‘ Aye”, those against will please say *‘Ne*’
T think the ‘‘Ayes’ have it.

The question that this House do now adjourn
to this day fortnight the 3rd day of June, 1947, was
put and resolved in the affirmative without divisien.

The House wWas accordingly adjourned to meet
on Tuesday, the 3rd day of June, 1947 at twelve
o’clock moon.

| put and resolved in the affirmative without division. .

position through on a pwevious oecaston is taken ag -

I think that honourable .
members would like a week's recess, 1 therefore






