
House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT). 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tu@day, 20th May, 1947. , 

pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem- 
bly met at  12 o'clock noon to-day. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. G. B. EVELYN (Speaker), His 
y,. Honour Mr. J. E. T. BFLANC~ER (Deputv Bpeder), 

Mr. J .  T. C. RAMSAY (Chal iml t  of Committees), Dr. 
H. G.  C U M ~ S ,  Messrs. L. E. SJY~TH, M. E. COX, 
D. A. FOSTEEL, H. W. SPRINGER, M.A., H. D. BLACK- 
MAN, W. A. CRAWFORD, J. A. HAYNES, B.A., 
V. C. GALE. and E.  L. WARD. 

After prayers, MESSRS. MAPP, S. A. WALCOTT, 
WILEINSON, and GARNER enter the House and take 
their seats. 

MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting which was held ou * 
the 13th May, 1947, having b m  circuiated are taken 
as read and confirmed. 

PAPERS LAID 
0 

Mr SPRINGER : Mr. Speaker --On 'behalf of 
+he honourable senior member for St. Josep?: I have 
the honour to lay on the table of the Rous~ the fol- 
lowing Papers :- 

Statement showing gross Customs and Excise 
receipts for eleven months ended 28th February, 1947. 

Statement showing the amounts advanced by the 
Government of Barbados, and the amounts received 
from His Majesty's Government in tkie United King- 
dom, under the Colonial Development and Welfare 
2ct for the period ended 31st March, 1947, ill respect 

of the several schemes sanctioned by the Legislature. 
' Mr. Cox enters the House and takes his seat. 

NOTICES. 

* Government Notices are given as follo-\vs :- 
Mr. BLACKMAN: &solution to grant the 

sum of $31. Is. Id. from the Public Treasury to the 
Commissioners of Health, St. Michael, as a refund 

- .  - of the CusMms7 import duty paid on 5 cases of tip- 
ping gear and one crate of wheels .sn? axles imported 
in connection with the scavenging of the City of 
Bridgertown and its suburbs. 

Resolution to place the s~m of £78 2s 6d. at  thc 
.Iisposal of the Covernor-in-Executive Committee to 
uake an ex gratia grant to the Cashier in the G.P.O. 
in respect of a loss of cash as a result of a robbery 
from the Cashier's cage. 

XR CRAWFQRD : Resoluticp to gm& the 
;urn of £112,600 from the Public Treasury (to be 
subsequently refunded from loan funds) to meet the 
:ost of the purchase, homing and installation of 
machinery, mains and apparatus in connection with 
the re-organisation of the public water supply of the 
rsland. 

MR BhACKRfAN : Bill to j)rovide for a sys- 
tem of voluntary '~accimtion in this Island. 

MR. ADAMS : Of my intention t o  move the 
House into Committee of Supply at  :ts next meet- 
mg to consicier the money Resolutions of which notice 
has just been given. 

Other Notices are ?iven as  follows :- 
Mr. BILANCKER : Of t h ~  following Address :- 

The House of Assembly 
To 

His Excellemz~ the Cocemor 

The House begs to draw to t h ~  attention of 
His Excellency the Governor the faet that Bab'd'~ 
Plantation in the parish of St. Lucy in this Islanit 
is on the market for sale. 

2. The House, requests that His ~xcellen& 
take appropriate steps in order that Government &all 
secure this Plantation for the purpose of :- 

(a)  Land settlement or/and 
(b)  Establishment of a collectiw farm, or/ar.d 
(c) Erection of a model H m m g  Soheme, or/cmd 
(d) Any other mrrmaunity dmelopment schemet 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. BRAiiCKER : To enquine ot tht! Senior 
Member of the Executive Committee present in 
the House a t  the next meeting :- 

W e t h e r  the Department of Erhration h* in 
contemplation a scheme or q & y  for the teaching 
of Negro and West Indian H~story In the Govern 
ment-aided Secondary and the Public Elementary 
Schoo's of this island? 

Mr. BRANCKER : To enquire *f the Senior 
Member of the Executive Committee p r t g q t  a t  
the next meeting of this ROU* :- 



What steps, if any, has Government taken to 
implemqut Superintendemt Calver'a Recommenda- 
tions for the Barbados Police Force r e  the fol- 
lcwing :- 

(l) Preparation and Publicaticn of an up-to-date 
Book of Rules and Regulations, referred to in para- 
graphs 28, 33, of the Report on the Police Force? 

(2) Creation of the rank of Sub-Inspector, 
referred to in paragraph 50 of the R p o r t ?  

(3) Discontinuance of Practice at Central 
Police Station and Wharf Post of acting as "key 
holders to others than the Government Departments," 
referred to in paragraph 70 to 74 of the Report? 

(4) Provision of a new and suitttble Fire Station, 
referred to in paragr-aph 17 of the Report on the 
Fire Brigade ? 

Nr. TALMA and Mr. MOTTLEY enter the House 
and take their seats. 

Mr. BRANCHER: Of my intention to move 
later in the day for the p d n g  of the Address just 
given notice of by me. 

BILL H;EAD a FIRST TIME 

On the motion of Mr. BLACKMAY, seconded by 
Mr.. A ~ ~ a n a ,  a Bill to provide for a system of volun- 
tary vaccination in this island is read a first time. 

DEPARTMENT !OF MEDICAL SEKVICEX BILII 

MP. SPEAKER : The first Orcier of the day 
stands in the name of the honourable junior member 
for St. John,-Second reading of a Hill t_o establish 
a Department of Medicsl Services for this Island. 

Mr. BLACKMAN : Mr. Speaker,- This Bill is 
intended to put the medical services of: this lsland on 
a proper footing. It is one of the m o ~ t  important pieces 
of legislation that has been introduced in this Chambe;. 
for some time and one which, I think, will have n 
beneficial effect on the population of this island if it 
is passed. I will deal with the Objects and Reasons j u t  
as they are. The first is that this Bill seeks to create a 
Department of Medical Services which will have at  
its head a Director of Medical Services responsible 
to the Governor generally for all matters affecting 

island. the public health and medical services of thi, 
As it says, the Head of the Medical Department will 
be the Director who is, st present, the  Chief Xedical 
Officer. He will be the Director of Medical Services 
in the Island and will be responsible to the Governor 
for everything relating to the ~ u h l i c  hezlth and 
medical services of thc island. The second object 
and reason is that in addition to the Director of 
Medical Services there shall be a staB for the Depart- 
Department including s Senior Medical O'ficer of 
Health and their job will be to w o ~ k  under the direc- 
tion and control of the Director. Of course, other mem- 
bers of the staff will be appointed as the Director 
sees fit. The third object and reason is that the 
Director of Medical Services shall b~ given general 
powers of superintendence and direction over and 
responsibility for the public medhal services. and 
such government institutions and establishmen& as 
the Governor may direct. The government insti- 
tutions over which the Director shall have control 
are the General Hospital, the Mental Hospital, tha 
Lazaretto and the Bacteriological an3 Pathological 
Department. The fourth object and reason j s  that 
the duties of visiting and inspectiny such infirm- 
aries. homes, almshouses and hospitals m receive 
mblic or parochial aid and of snpervlsing generally 
the work of a medical practitioner receiving pay from 
the Pu'b'lic Treawm, m h i ~ h  RTP R +  nras~nt  ;m-osnri 

On the Chief Wpdi~n1 OMopr ~ w d o -  t h n  n - n 4 c i n v s  

of the Chief Medical and Sanitary Officer Act, 1928, 

shall be imposed on the Director of Uedical Seryiees. 
'l'ne ulree~or wlil uave tue I ' L ~ L L L  LO VIS,L anu ~nspecL 
all pubhc instltuz~ons, almshouses and placesl of chat 
son.  At the present moment, he does visit and 
~nspect such ine,htutions but he has no power what- 
ever over them, He does write cer tab  Minutes iu 
the books kept for that purpcqe but the parochial 
authorities may or may not take notice of those 
Minute8 and in many cases they undertake, although 
they are laymen, not to be guided by what the Chief 
Medical Oscer has written. Further duties of the 
Director of Medical Services, are provided for in 
Clause 4 of the Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am sorry to interrupt the 
honourable member but what are you reading from? 

Ilr .  BLACKMAN: I am reading the Objectr 
and Reasons of the Bill. According to Clause 4 of 
the Bill, the Director of Medical Services shall in- 
vestigate all complainh against any officer of the 
government medical serviioes of thls Island or re- 
flecting upon the order, dkcipline and management 
of any institution or estabhshment to the generai 
superintendence and direction of yhich he shall have 
been appointed under the provisions of paragraph (b) 
of this section or of any other law of this island, 
and enquire into and investigate aill aolmplahts 
of ill-treatment received from any inmate or inmate6 
within any such institution or establishment. The 
same clause provides that the Director shall per- 
form such other duties as may be required of him 
by the Governor or by any provision of law. What 
I am a'bout to say is not in this Bill but I am hoping 
that the duties of the Director of Medical Services 
will include the h i n g  of the scale of salaries for all 
medical as well as sanitary employees. The reason 
why I say that is t h i :  There are sanitary inspectors 
who are performing duties now in the several parishes 
and who receive different, rates of pay and I feel 
that if men are performing the same duties they 
&odd  receive the same pay, just as Police Magis- 
trates, no matter in what district they may be, are 
in receipt of the =me salary That is one of the 
things which, I hope, the Director of Medical Ser- 
vices will have the power to do. Another thing 
which, I hope, he will have the power to do is to have 
control over the appointment, promotion and die- 
missal of sanitary inspectors. In  my opinion, no 
appointment, promotion, or dismissal of sanitary 
inspectors should be done without reference to the 
Director of Medical Services. I m convinced that 
Bme of the people who are in authority over the Sani- 

ry Inspectors in the several parish% deliberately 
set about to worry and annoy those employees if they 
do not do the things that please them or if their 
duties make them do anything that is displeasing to 
them and in that way victimize those men. I feel 
that the Director of Medical Services should have 
the power to remedy that condition of affairs; no man 
Bhould be victimized because he does hie wwk 
properly. I also feel that the Director should have 
the power to compute the pension of any medical or 
health employee who has served in more than one 
parish. What I mean by that is this. 'It is possible for 
a man to serve at  a certain salary 'in a certain parish 
and then be promoted to another parish a t  a bigger 
sa la~g.  He may not serve the latter parish for 
three years and the greater part of his pension will 
be compnted on the smaller mlary he used to receive, 
tEe re,mlt b e i n ~  that the man would not get a pension 
emal to two-thirdb3 of the emolumenh attached t o  
his dffice during the time he h% been workimp 
I feel that those are matters to  he dedt  with T 
am confident that they wilI be dealt with bv SI Dirprtor 
of Medical Services. T h e  next. object and reason is 
to repeal the Chief Medical Offher and Sanitation 
Officer Act, 1928, so that in effect the offices of Chief 



Medical OBcer and Sanitation Officer will become 
those of Director of Medical Services and Senior Medi. 
cal Officer of Health respectively; that requires no 
explanation whatever. The seventh reason and object 
is that the creation of a Department of Medical Ser- 
vices is a part of the scheme for the re-organization 
of the public health services, which was set out in 
the "?ilemorand~un on the IKedical Services of Bar- 
bados and Proposals for Re-organization" by th* 
Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Weatherhead. This is the 
work of Dr. Weatherhead, our present Chief Medical 
O$cer, and I think this country should be grateful 
to him for his steadfastness, purposefulness and 
tenacity to get it as far as it is to-day. Other Chief 
Medical Officers have made efforts but things remain 
as they are. I feel that Dr. Wealherhead deserves the 
praise and the gratitude of the community for thirr 
effort which he has made on their behalf. This may 
be called a parent Bill and the culdren of this parent 
Bill will be the General Hospital, the Mental Hospital. 
the Leper Asylum, the Public Health Act, the Baeterlc 
logical aznd Pathological Act, and the Quarantine ACL, 
those are the six Departments and Acts which will 
cwllle under the aegis of this Bill. But peculiarly 
enough all the laws affecting them are on the Statute 
Book; in other words, the children are working and 
the parent is not yet born. That is the position in 
Barbados to-day. I feel that a Bill of this description 
LS absolutely necessary. It will enable a Director of 
Medical Services to assist in putting the health of this 
community on a sound footing. It is well known that 
the Royal Commission stated that ma1nutr;tioa is ram- 
pant in the West Indies and I feel that this Bill is a 
genuine effort on the i art of the Government to assist 

to a Bill of this nature which, amoijg other ti; &S, 

has ae its prilmary object the improvement of the 
health of this community. I feel that the health of 
a community is of greater importance thar- any other 
aspect of that community 'S life. This is to re-organize 
some of the medical services in the island and I may 
say that me have some very obsolete systems here; it 
is only by God's mercies that many of us are alive 
to-day bec~use we enjoy an abundance of fresh air 
all the year round and we are not inflicted with e p -  
demics. I would like to draw to the attention of thz 
honourable introducer of the Bill-and more part& 
larly to the attention of the Government-that it 'S 
high time that greater attention sholild be paid to the 
dreadful malady, tuberculosis. This dxease, Mr. 
Speaker, is public enemy No. 1 in this communitv 
It  is one of the social diseases which people dislike 
to  d'sclose; it is one of those diseases that can be 
easily contracted by other people and I would like, 
in any of these Acts for the re-organization of the 
medical services, to find that greater attention is paid 
to this most serious disease. I remember reading that 
there were 122 cases reported last year: those an? 
cases which have been notified but there are numerous 
other cases which have not been notified because, as 
I have mentioned before, this is one of those diseases 
which people dislike to disclose to the public. .NO 
one in this House, no one in this community would 
like to be afflicted with i t :  it 'J not a disease from 
which you can redly feel there is hope of recoveni. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not want to in tempt  the 
honourable member but this is a Bill dealing with the 
re-orranization of the medical services. Tf eveq mem- 

ber of this House has in mind some disease to which 
he would like to refer, we .way have, as a result, a 
very protraoted discussion on the second reading of 
this Bill. I do not mind the honourable member 
mentioning the disease, tuberculosis, but you should 
not dilate on it. 

Mr. F. L. WAIJCOTT: The reason s h y  I men- 
tioned it, Mr. Speaker, is because in none of these 
Bills, not even in the Hospital Bill, is any mention 
made of it, although mention is made of it in the Chief 
Medical Officer's memorandum. I take it that these 
Bills are the outcome of that memorandum and I am 
drawing the attention of the Government to some. 
thing that was stated in it in the hope that somethinq 
will be done to implement it in the Acts of this island. 
There is no law nor is there any institution in this 
island to deal with tuberculosis. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I take it that the Director of 
Medical Services will take all that into consideration. 

Mr. F. b. WALCOTT : I think it is important, 
Sir, that we should mention strongly anything that 
is not mentioned specifically in the Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That Inay be so but we do not 
want an unnecessarily long debate on the second read- 
ing of the Bill. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : It is something of great 
importance. I feel that there is too much hush-hush 
so far as this disease is concerned and if we havz 
people running about with this dreadful disease and 
touchiqg here and there, I consider that it 19 time that 
a halt sho:lld be made to that, in the interest of the 
aommunit~. 

be & duly quahfied reg~sterecl meU.cal practl~loner aUd 
shall receive salary at the rate of one thousand pounds 
per annum. 

(3)  In addition t o  tha Director the Gov- 
ernor may appoint to the Departznent a Senior 
Medical Ofkicer of Health, who di~all be a duly quall- 
fied registered medical practitioner and shall receive 
salary at  the rate of seven hundred and fifty pounds 
per annum, and such other officers and servants as 
may from time to time be necassary at such galaries 
as shall be provided by the Legislature. 

(4) The salaries of all officers appoipted 
under this Act shall be paid from the Public Treasury 
on the warrant of the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee by equal monthly instalments. 

(5) Notwithstanding any of the provisions 
in respect of salaries hereinbefore contained in t"nis 
section, if the Governor shall appoint to any office 
created bp this Act any person, who immediately 
prior to the coming into operation of thiq Act was 
an officer in the service of the 'Crown, such person 
shall receive salary at a rate not less than the rate of 
salary which he wcs receiving prior to such appoint- 
ment : 

Provided that no person shall receive salary 
at a higher rate than the max'imum salary of the 
office to which he is appointed. 

(6) Everv Demon appointed as an officer 
under the ~rovisions of this &t shall devote the 
whole of his time to 'the duties of hie office and shall 
not engape in private vractic~. 

in putting an end toAthat condition of in this 
island. It  is the first shot which we are firing in the 
war against malnutrition and I feel that Dr. Weather- 
head is the man who is capable of carrying it through 
to a successful issue. With those few remarks I beg 
to move that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Mr. ADAMS : 'I beg to second'that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Speaker,-I do not 

believe that anyone in this House to-day-when I say 
"to-day" I mean in this sear 1947-will disagree 

The question that this Bill be now rehd a second 
time is put and resolved in the affirmatme without 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. BLACKMAN, seconded bv 
Mr. ADAM% Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the 
H o u ~  goes into Committee on the Bill, m. ~ M ~ U Y  
being in the Chair- 

Clauses 1 and 2 are read and agreed to. 
(;lause 3. (1) There shall be a Department of 

ililedlca.1 services in this lsland. 
(2)  'Phe Governor may appoint as head of the 

Department a Director of Medical Services who shall 



A*. BLAC&MAN : I beg to move that that be 
Clause 3 02 the Bill. 

Mr. A.DAMS : I beg to second that. 
I)r. C U m I N B  : Before the qxqtion is put 

1 want to make a few remarks on sub-clauses 2 and 5 
of this Clause. I 'beg to move that after the word 
"&hall" a t  the end of line 3 of uub-clause 2, the 
following words, be inserted "hold a Degree or 
Diploma in Public Health Administration. " The 
sub-clause will go on to read :-"He shall reoeive 
salary .... ... ......... " and alrao in sub-clause 3, that after 
the word "U" in line 4, there be i m r t e d  
the following words "hold a Degree or Diploma in 
Public H e d t h  Adminie,tr&ia " TB@ eiib-clause 
will go on to read :-"He shall receive salary ........" 
My reason for proposing thw amendments is that 
Publjc Health Administration is a specialized branch 
of medicine to-day. A registered medical practitioner 
does get practice in Sanitation but i t  ie not 
what iq expected from anyone who is to carry out 
efficiently the duties of Public Health Administrator 
and to paas thie C l a w  as it stands would, in my 
opinion, be a r e t rog rae  step. The same reylarks 
apply to the proposed office of Se:zior Medical Officx 
of Health; he also should be duly qualified in public 
health administration. 

Mr. MAPP : I need hardly add much to what 
my colleague has said, in  seconding his amendments. 
I think the empha&, in any r eo rgaah t ion  of ow: 
medical services to-day, should be laid on public 
health matters more so than on any other branch 
of Medicine. h far  as our health services are eon- 
cerned, we have only begun to touch the fringe of the 
problem. The senior member for St. Thomas is sup- 
posed to be an expert in this line and I do not think 
I can add to what he has said. 

Hr. WILKINSON : Mr. Chairman, -It seems 
to me that this Clause ': ie quite a new departure. 
It seems as though we u e  going to give a bloc vote 
in  future to this Department. A3 it is now ii. the Es-  
timates, the name of every medkal officer is not men- 
tioned but his office and respective salary are 
mentioned and if I read this ~ldus,. currectly :t 
would appear that we arc to have a block edimate 
i n  future. (Voices: No). If that is not correct I 
would like to have it explained. 

Mr. ADAMS: I t  is ]lot proposed to do that 
Each of these officers will be appointed-and the 
Legislature will be notified-at a salary and i t  will 
be quite possible for the House to pass its opinion on 
the amount of the salary. After the salaries are ap- 
proved and are put in the Estimates in the column 
"Fixed by law" we caunbt touch them but in the 
case of every appointment the House will have thr 
chance to  say "we think you have given him too much 
or too little"' and if the appointment is made with the 
approval of the Legislature then the salaries are put 
in  the column of the Est,i.ntltes "Fixed by law" and 
we cannot touch them. I may add that the Executive 
Committee fixed the salary of the Director of Med:- 
cal Services at  ;E1,000 per annum because that is the 
present salary and until all the salaries are revised 
and consolidated, that salary will remain, though it 
is felt that a l2irector of Medical Services should get 
more than £1,000 a vear; similarly with the Seniol 
Medical Officer of He&:!. 

Mr. S. A. WrLZCOTT . I do not quite follow the 
argument of the senior member for  St. Joseph. At 
present all these officers are appointed under the Act 
their names are not mentioned but their d c e s  and 
salaries are mentioned. This certainly appears to m, 
s s  if there is p i n g  to be a block vote for  the Medical 
Department. I cannot see that it looks like anything 
.he. You will have to nass only a Resolution and 
Resolution can be passed in the.; Ilor-iw \~itlioiit ~ T - P I ~  

having been thoroughly dkcussed i n  Select Commit- 
tee. But  when an Act is to be amended, a Bill has to be 
brought to this House for the purpose and the House 
has the opportunity to discuss al; the proposed chang- 
es in Committee before they can take place. This pro- 
posed method is purely the wa3 in which Crowu 
Colony business is done; this 'is just how the Crown 
Colonies deal with this matter. I do not think it is 
clear enough. 

Mr. SPRINGER: I would like to add a word 
in further explanation of the point which is quite 
intelligible to everybody except probably tlw 
senior member for St. James. This is not without 
precedent; we have several Acts of its type on the 
Statute Book, one of which is the Act to establish ,J 

Department of Highways and Transport in whicii 
there is a similar clause provi&ng for the appoint- 
ment of officers. This procedure is no attempt to 
take away power from this House. Any appoint- 
ment made by the Governor cannot be paid for 
unles8 the Legislature-and paticularly this 
iIouse-sanctions the creatiou of the office and the 
salary which is attached to it. An abstract Reso- 
lution is sent to this House for the purpose 
and i t  has to be approved both as regards the prin- 
ciple and the amount of the salary; hence our power 
is secured. But  this has a great advantage. If you 
open your Statute Book at  any particular Act it does 
not give you the t rue picture. I n  the case of the 
Education Act which we further amended last week 
I had to quote several different Acts over a period 
of ten years to show what the S W  of the Education 
Department. actually was that day; i t  is a most unsat- 
i~factory method. But  if on the other hand p u  put 
only the principal officers in  the Act you only have to 
open your Estimates to find the other officers on th:: 
particular staff or ge: the list from the Departqent 
concerned, and when you have to appoint an addi- 
tional mem'bkr t o  that staff you will not have to set 
$bout changing a number of Acts. There are two ways 
of doing this: one is by means of an abstract Resolu- 
tion because the principle is involved and the othar 
is by putting the oflicere and their respective salaries 
m the column "Fixed by Law" in  the Estimates 
after those salaries have been approved by the Legis- 
lature. I do not think the House realizes how this 
procedure will expedite matters because a t  the pres- 
ent moment there is a lot of trouble and time ex- 
pended in amending Acts relating to the appointment 
of officers. We will not be losing any power by this ; 
r(p will be merely adopting a better procedure. 

Mr. TALMA: The only thing that occurs to my 
mind is this. I n  view of the fact that the duties of 
the Director of Medical Services are being increased 
considerably I have not, a t  least up to now, been con- 
vinced that the salaries which are to be paid to thie 
particular officer and his assistants will be commen- 
surate, as fa r  as  living conditions are concerned 
We &all be increasing the duties of the Chief Medi. 
cal Officer ~vho will be the Director of Medical Ser- 
vices in the not too distant future and, Sir, we en- 
visage eve11 better medical services for the entire 
island,-by that I mean every village, every large 
district in this island. You will excuse me if, in this 
connection, I refer t o  an Address which I have on the 
Order Paper r e l a t i n ~  to medical centres for all the 
larger districts i n  the entire \island; so you can read- 
ily understand that the Direetor and his assistants 
mill be supervising not only whatr are set out in the 
Objects and Reasons, not only the various institutions, 
not only the infirmaries and almshouses bu t  also these 
medical centres which I am hoping will be instituted 
in the not too distant future. If we are increasing 
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the duties of the Director of Xed'ical Services-and 
the Executive Committee has admitted that the cosb of. 
living h% increased because it has seen fit to grant : B  

cost of living bonus-I cannot see how anyone could 
suggest that the same salary should be 6xed for that 
officer, especially in view of the fact that he is an out- 
s~axding officer; he has been one of the most out- 
standing ones in the last 20 or  30 years. It is no 
point in biting this Bill in this piecemeal way. More 
work will be placed on the Director of Medical 
cal Services and he should not be placed in the 
position of thinking that _a Labour Government is 
unfair to him by giving him more work and the same 
Pay. 

The CHAIRMAN: I would draw the honour- 
able member's attention to Clause 10 of the Bill. 

MY. TAIJMA : But what does Clause 10 mean? 
The CHAIRMAN: It meam that the Director 

of Medical Services will be paid for the services he 
has to render after the coming into operation of 
this Act. 

Mr. TALMA: If that is SO, why introduce this 
Bill now? If this Bill was not urgent, the Goveni- 
ment would not be introducing i t  to-day. In  spite 
of that, Mr. Chairman, I have a perfect right to saj- 
that when the Governunent is thinking of re-organiz- 
ing the medical services of the island it should see 
to i t  that i t  fixes proper salaries a t  the same time, 
otherwise i t  stands to lose the services of very 
valuable officers. 

Mr. GALE : If we c,hange the ~ l a r ~ i e s  of these 
officers, we will have to chwge ail the salaries of all 
the other officers in the Civil Service. At present, 
officers are being paid a ccst of living bonus and when 
the payment of that cost of living bonus ceases, I sup- 
pose the Government will put forward suggestions aE 
to salary scales and all the salaries will have to be 
adjusted at the same time; I think it is unforunafe 
that any particular officer's name should have been 
mentioned in this debate. We want to get away from 
the old Barbadian habit of making the office to fit 
the man. 

Mr. TALMA: On a point of explanation. Salary 
.is mentioned in this Bill and i t  is for that reason I 
mentioned anything abmt mlary at all. 

Mr. GALE : I quits understand that but we have 
had an unfortunate way i11 the past of trying to fix 
the salary of the post to suit the man. We want, 
when we are considering Bills of this kind and mak- 
ing changes !in the Service, to forget people and think 
~f the offices. As far as the  medical services of the 
island are concerned, the Chief Xedical Officer does 
not have any power under the existing Act; thet is 
the reason why we are seeking to-day to give him 
some power to enable him to carry out a more wide- 
spread supervision of tlw medical services in the 
whole island. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to accept the amend- 
ments proposed by the senior member for St. Thoma~ 
and I also beg to move that Clause 3. as amended. 
stand part of the Bill 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I think that the senior 
member for St. George explained very nicely indeed 
what I wanted to say and I am surprised that the 
Chairman did not make his speech. as usual, on this 
Bill before he went into the chair. because he make* 
a speech on anything which interferes with the rights 
of this House before he takes the Chair. The whole 
argument-of the senior ffiember for St. George is that 
it will be easier to pass a n  abstract Resolution tha:q 
to amend the Act. Well, Sir, that 'is my whole argu- 
ment too. TO amend an Act, the Executive Com- 
mittee will have to come here and give us time to 
consider i t  but a Resolution affectine a man's salary 

call be put before us _and it would not even have to 
go before a Select Uommittee. I think he has 
argued my point very forcibly. 

Mr. ADAMS : 'I'he junior member for St. James 
obviously did not understand the senior member for 
St. George @I--follow him carefully. I t  is more scientific 
to have a Resolution which specifically deals with a 
change than to go and alterate an  Act every time 
a comparatively minor c h ~ g e  necessary; that 1s 
all I understand the senior for St. George to say: 
that is all he could have said. When the semor 
member for St. J a w s  is making suggestion about 
Crown Colony methods I presume that he has read the 
Bill before him and I presume that simple, ordinary 
Engllsh words mean something to the senior member 
for St. James q they mean to the rest of us. I be- 
iieve that my failing in political life is to give 
credit for more intelligence than really exislts; that 
is why I did not speak a t  greater length a t  an earlier 
stage of this debate. Every salary that is to be 
voted would be subjected to the votes of the House. 
I premmed that every member understood that the 
Government can appoint nobody and fix no salary, 
unless we agree that the p e r m  should Ije appointed 
and the salary fixed a t  what we wish it to be. What do 
t h e  words mean? "In addition to the Director the 
Governor may appoint to the Department a senior 
JIcdical Officer of Health who shall be a duly quali- 
fied registered medical practitioner and shall receive 
a salary at  the rate of seven hundred and fifty pounds 
per m u m ,  and such other officers and servants as 
may from time to time be necessary at  such salaries 
as shall be provided by the Legislature." There is 
no Crown Colony procedure in that. The Governor- 
in-Executive Committee will send a Resolution 
stating that he proposes to appoint these officers at 
such and such salaries and it will be for the Legisla- 
ture to say whether they approve. I am anzazed to 
hear the ~ n i o r  member for St. James say that if 
a Resolution comes before this House, it canriot be 
sent io a Select Committee as is  done in the case of 
a Bill. We can thresh out thoroughly and spend as long 
a time on a Resolution as we can on a Bill. As re- 
gards our powers, the senior member for St. George 
has pointed out that we can say "No" whether 4 
measure is in the form of a Resolution or in the 
form of a Bill. But surely this is a more expeditious 
and scientific way of dealing with matters of this sort 
than altering a Bill every time jt is necessary to create 
a post. may be or alter some practice in some minor 
respect. You give people power to make by-laws and 
'regulations which shall have the force of law instead 
of making it necessary to come back and ask the House 
to amend a Bill to say that a coductor's unifornl 
should be blue inatead of khaki when it can be done 
by means of a regulation. That is what the senior 
member for St. aeorge mews. Therefore, I appeal 
to the senior member for St. James to realize that 
the words "as provided by the Legislature" mean 
what they say. This House will say whether it 
agrees that such and such an should be insti- 
tuted and this House will a y  whether X or x+y or 
X-y pounds shall be attached lo the office. 

The question that Clause 3, as amended, stand 
part of %he Bill is put and resolved in  the affirmative, 
the division being as foU07~8:- 

Ayes. Messrs SMITH, F. L. WALCOTT, COX, 
FOSTER, MAPP, DR. C ~ M I N S ,  Messrs. SPRINGER, 
ADAMS, BUCKMAN, GARNER, TALMA, MOTTLEY. 
HATNES, GALE, WARD, and Mr. SPEAKER. -16 

Noes: Messrs. S. A. WALCOTT, and W~ZIKIN- 
SON.-2. 

Clause 4. The Direotor shall 
(a) without prejudice and Bin addition to 

any other duties required of him by this Act or any 



other Act of this Island, be responsible to the Gov- 
einor generally for all matters affecting the public 
health and the medical services of this island; 

(b) have general superintendence and direc- 
tion of, and be responsible for, the public medical 
services of this Island and of such Government insti- 
tutions and establishmentg as the Governor may from 
time to time direct; 

(c) visit and inspect as often as he may 
consider necessary and whenever required to do so 
by order of the Governor-in-Executive Committe~ 
all idrmaries, homes, almshouses agd hospitals at 
present in this Island, or which may hereafter be 
brought into existence, which shall in any way 
receive public or parochial aid, pecuniary or other- 
wise ; 

(d) exercise general supervision over the 
work performed for the government by any medical 
practitioner receiving pay from the Public Treasury 
for such work; 

(e) investigate all complaints against any 
officer of the Government medical services of this 
Island or reflecting upon the order, disciplJne or 
manarement of any institution or establishment to 
the general Guperintendence and direction of which 
he shall have been appointed under the provislions 
of paragraph (b) of this section or of any other law 
of this Island, and enquire into and investigate all 
complaints of ill-treatment received from any inmate 
or inmates within any such institution or establish- 
ment ; 

( f )  perform wch other duties as may be 
required of him by the Governor or by any provision 
of law. 

Mr. BLACKMAN : I beg to 'move that that 
be Clause 4 of the Eill. 

Mr. BDAMS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: B<efore you put the 

question, Mi.  Chairman, if I understood the junior 
member for St. John correctly ia moving the second 
reading of this Bill I think he said that the Director 
of Medical Services mould visit and inspect the 
institutions in the several pari+es, would investigate 
any complaints and if salaries were insufficient and 
employees were dismissed would put them right. If 
t M t  is correct, Sir, that undoubtedly would be 
taxation without representation. If a Director of 
Medical Services could go into a pari& and interfere 
with the poor law machinery- 

THE C;EIAIRXAN : I hate to interrupt the 
honourable member but I would like the honourable 
member to point out in Clause 4 where any such( 
thing exists. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: 'I am only repeating 
what the junior member for St. John said. 

THE CHAIRMAN : We are dealing with 
Clause 4. I would like the honourable member to 
fbish Clause 4 and at some subsequent time he can 
'sring up the point which he is ~aising. 

Mr. S. A. WAJiCOTT : You didn't hear what 
he eaid? 

THE CHAIRMAN : I mav have heard but 
Clause 4% the matter under dGmsion a t  present. 

Mr. S. A. W&LCOTT : I will have an oppor- 
1tunit-y then to speak on that point when we have 
come to the end of the Bill? 

THE CHAIRMAN : I think so. 
Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : All right, Sir. I will 

speak on that later. 
Mr. TALMA : h view of the present-day con- 

ditions and of the new social schemes which are 
envisaged from now on-many of which have al- 
ready been inetituted-. I beg to move that after 
the word "hospitals" in line 4 of sub-clam (c) of 
Clause 4, the following words be inserted :-"first-aid 

and other medical centres and welfare bureaus 
island wide. ' ' 

Mr. ADAMS : If ihe honourable member does 
not mlnd my interruptmg him I would like to point 
out that there is provision in the Public Health Act 
which will cover l@ point. 

Mr. TALMA : Despite the fact that the honour- 
able member is the Leader of the House he does not 
kern to appreciate the effort I am making to have 
first-aid centres established in every district in the 
island W a whole. When one trias to do things in 
the appropriate way, all sorts of attempts are made 
to side-track one. Even if I stand alone I am mov 
ing my amendment. Whether it io in another Bill 
or not I want to get it in this Bill. We have oentres 
where poor children are fed and I am referring par- 
ticularly to the Goodwill League centre which & do- 
ing very good work. Why should the Directo_r of 
Medical Servicee not visit and inspect this and 
other Centres like the one under the supervision of 
Madame Ifil? Why should these not be given assist- 
ance by way of medical inspection and instruction to 
nursw? I cannot see any harm being done by the 
inclusion of the amendment which I have proposed. 

Mr. G W E R  : I beg to second the honourable 
member's amendment. I feel that no harm can be 
done by inserting those words in this Bill. Every- 
body knows that the Health Services in this island 
are not up-to-date; they are deplorable and if w-e are, 
creating a medical Department now to bring Bar- 
bad* into line with =me of the civilized places in 
the world I see no reason why it should not be given 
this broader scope; so I hope that the hohurabk 
introducer of this Bill will accept whgt the senior 
member for Clrrist Church is addmg by way of an 
amendment in order that everything that h@ to do 
with the medical services should be included in the 
Bill. I do not think that there is anyone with any 
responsibility in this islend, whether parochial or 
otherwlse, who will not say that this is a good Bill, 
a first-class Bill. Everything in this Island, so far 
as health is concerned, should be under the jurisdic- 
tion of a Director of Medical Services and, as such, 
averything over which he should have jurisdiction, 
should be in this Bill; so I can do ~iothing else than 
second the amendment of the senior mem'ber for 
Christ Church. 

Mr. WARD : Although I am in synlpathy with t h ~  
honourable member who moved the amendment, yet 
I feel that i t  :S not necessary to have those words 
inserted in the Bill because the Bill provides for the 
appointment of the Director of Medical Segices by 
the Governor and subclause ( f )  of Clause 4 pro- 
vides that he shall p e r f ~ r m  such o thq  duties as g a y  
be required of him by the Governor or by any 
provision of law. Therefore, I feel that if there is 
anything being done for the benefit of the community, 
the Governor could say to the Direetor "you will 
have to inspect this or that centre" as the case may 
be. With regard to certain remarks of the homur- 
able introducer of the Bill, you ruled not long ago, 
Mr. Chairman, that the senior member for St. James 
will have the opportunity to speak on those remarks 
after the Bill is pwed.  

Mr. CHAIRMAN : I do not think I ruled such 
a. thing. I felt that it would come with better grace 
if the senior member for St. James had stuck to the 
Clause whhh is under discussion and not discuss the 
Bill in a general way. 

Mr. WARD: In connection with Clause 4 the 
junior member for St. John .made the sitatement 
that the Director of Medical Services would h p e  
the prerogative to fix the salaries and discharge the 
enaployeea of the pmochiaI institutions of the ialand 
but I do not see anythinq like that in Clause 4 



and I do not think that i t  is possible to have that 
in the Bill, Sub-clause (c) of Clause 4 states :- 
"investigate all complaints against any officer of thc 
Government Medical Services of this Island or re- 
flecting upon the order, discipline or managemest of 
any institution or establishment to the general super- 
intendence and discretion of which he +id1 have been 
appointed under the proviaion of paragraph (b) of 
this s~ction or of any other law of this Island, and en- 
quire into and investigate all complaints of ill-treat- 
ment received from any inmate or inmates within any 
such institution or establishment." Suppose for argu- 
ment sake, a sanitary inspector who is employed under 
the parochial system had a pievance, would this clause 
mean that he would have the right to approach the 
Director of Medical Services to air his grievance 4 
I would like to have that explained. 

The CHAIRMAN : I think the junior membe~ 
for St. John referred to sub-clause (b) of this Clause 

Mr. WARD : The honourable introducer of this 
Bill particularly mentioned parochial institutions. 

The CHAIRMAN: I t  is unfortupate. I thinh 
honourable members are not doing justice to the intro 
ducer of the Bill. Probably when he said "parochial" 
he may have meant "governmental". (Laughter.) 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman,-I am 
going to speak now and I do not think you can stop 
me this time. I have read sub-clause (ej carefully; 
it refers to discipline and management and I consider 
that when the honourable introducer of this Bill was 
speaking he was referring to that particular part of 
the matter. (Mr. ADAMS : Government institutions.) 
Sub-clause (c) says he shall visit and inspect the alms- 
houses and hospitals. (Mr. ADAMS: And do what ?) 
Mr. Chairman, I would like you to ask the intro- 
ducer of the Bill to clear up this point because he 
said the Director of Medical Services would be able 
to dismiss or re-appoint sanitary inspectors. 

The CHAIRMAN: I am going to ask the hon. 
ourable introducer of the Bill to clear up the point. 
I t  will do no harm because in making laws we haw 
to be as broad as we possibly can. I do not see any 
reference in this Clause to the point in dispute bu! 
the junior member for St. John may explain or 
expatiate. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Chairman,-It is im- 
possible for me to say that the Bill meant anything 
but what is stated in it. (Laughter.) But I will say 
that I, personally, hope to see a scale of salaries for 
all medical and sanitary employees set out and that 
the Director of Medical Services will do that; also 
that the appointment, promotion and dismissal of 
sanitary inspectors will be subjected to confirma- 
tion by the Director. 

Mr. TALMA : The senior member for St. Lucy 
said that what I am attempting to insert is already 
provided for in the Bill but if the honourable member 
will read sub-clause (c) carefully he will also realize 
that it is unnecessary to mention words like "homes" 
and " almshouses ". 

The question that the words proposed by the 
senior member for Christ Church be inserted in sub 
clause (c) of Clause 4 is put and resolved in the 
negative, the division being as follows :- 

Ayes : Messrs. BRANCRER, GARNER, TALMA, and 
MOTTLEY--~~ 

Noes: Messrs. SMITH, F. L. WALCOTT, COX, Fos. 
TER, MAPP, Dr. CUMMZNS, Messrs. SPRINGER, ADAMS 
BLACKMAN, CRAWFORD, HAYNES, GALE, S. A WALCOTT 
WILKINSON, WARD, and Mr. SPEAKER-16. 

The question that Clause 4 stand part of the Bil' 
is put and resolved in the affirmative without division 

Clauses 5 to 10 inclusive are read and agreed to  
On the motion of Mr. BLACKMAN, seconded by 

Mr. ADAMS, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of th* 
Bill in Committee with amendments. 

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr. 
BUCKMAN, seconded by Mr. ADAMS 'in each case, the 
Bill is read a third time and is passed. 

THE BARBADOS GENERAL HOSPITAL BILL. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands in the 
name of the honourable jwior member for St. John, 
-Second reading of a Bill to make provision in rela. 
tion to the Barbados General Hospital. 

Mr. BLACKMAN : Mr. Speaker,-The object ot 
this Bill is to make the Barbados General Hospital 
a Government institution. There is only one Clause, 
Sir, to which I need refer and that is Clause 11 which 
says, in part:-"There shall be established a Com 
mittee to be styled the Barbados General Hospital 
Advisory Committee (hereinafter referred to as the 
Advisory Committee) which shall consist, of a Chair 
man and four other members, all of whom shall be 
appointed by the Governor-in-Executive Committe: 
. . . . " That Advisory Committee will be appointed 
by the Executive Committee. The Executive Com 
mittee consists of four members of this House and tht 
members of the Executive Council who are the Gov. 
ixnor's advisers. The policy of the Executive Com- 
mittee is the policy given to the Governor by the 
members of this House and, therefore, if it is stated 
in this Bill that the five members of this Advisory 
Committee are to be appointed by the Governor-in- 
tc:xecutive Committee, it means that the people's rep- 
resentatives in this Chamber will be appointing the 
P-dvisory Committee of the General Hospital. I think 
that is the only thing that needs any special reference 
The nther objects are quite clear; they are just t o  
nake the Barbados General Hospital a government 
nstitution instead of being run by what has always 
)een called an emancipated Board. There is a great 
ieal of dificulty right now in getting, at any rate 
mgeons at the hospital because of the fact that the 
nstitution is run by a Board of laymen and pro- 
Fessional men are not satisfied to be controlled by 
laymen. Many advertisements have been put in jour- 
nals, magazines and papers in England for House 
Surgeons and we have been told that the difficulty 
1s to get men to come here, owing to the hospital 
being run by laymen. Therefore, it is felt that the 
hospital should become a government institution under 
the Director of Medical Services with a Superintendent 
under him. I do not think I need say anything morz 
and I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second 
Fime. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second the motion for 
the second reading of this Bill. I know, Sir, that 
the Board of the General Hospital has ccme in for 
pbuse from time to time and those people who alway~ 
more or less felt that the hospital should be run by 
the Government instead of being run by a Board will 
unhesitatingly welcome this Bill. It is claimed that 
it will make for greater efficiency in the running of 
the hospital than formerly. I am not prepared t a  
argue that but, Sir, from the public's point of view I 
feel that they will be more satisfled with the 
hospital being run by the Government than by s 
Board. 

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Speaker,-I am thoroughly 
in agreement with the general terms and stipula- 
lations of this Bill. I feel, Sir, that if the hospital 
was a government institution, not only would the 
public benefit but ,also the several medlcal practi- 
tioners who are employed there, would fed more 
satisfied with having; as their Head a Medical 
Superintendent. But, Sir, Gf that Bill which pre- 
ceded this a few minutes ago does wtually become 
law, it would appear that the Chief m d k a l  officer 
wo~zld not be the party to direct the ITo~pital be- 



cause the Chief Medical Officer would automaticallj 
become the Director of Medical Services undei 
that Bill and that will need to be amended in thi; 
Bill. I am merely drawing that to the attentioi 
of honourable members. There is just one knottj 
point which will arise and of which mention ha! 
been made by the honourable introducer of thi: 
Bill. It is a point which was taken up last sessior 
when the Education Bill and the Housmg Bill wert 
being dealt with and it relates to the appointmen 
of the members of this Advisory Committee. Now 
Sir, the honourable introducer of this Bill hap 
pened to be a member of the House a t  the time and 
to be a colleague of mine. We all fought tooth an< 
nail to prevent the Governor from appointing thc 
members of the Housing Board; we were accused 
jf having delayed the passing of that Bill and things 
of that sort but we thought we were doing whal 
was right for the public as a whole. TO-day to my 
great disappointment, Sir, it would &eem that b e  
cause the members of lthe Executive Committee 
changed somewhat since the last s e ~ i o n  and be. 
cause we are disposed to have a Coalition Govern. 
ment, i t  would be quite right and proper for the 
Governor of the Governor-ln-Executive Committce 
to appoint the members of this Advisory Committee 
The hmourable m-mber alleges :ha% thd mfm- 
bers of th'is Advisory Committee will be appdcnted 
by the people's repfisentativer Well, we have 
to be fair and reasonable to all sides. I n  years past, 
the consrervative members of the House formed the 
Executive Committee and conservative members are 
still elected represen~atives of the people. The prirr- 
ciple for which we fought, in  dealing with the pro- 
posal to appoint the Housing Board, was that all 24 
members of the House should haw a voice in ap- 
pointing members of Advisory Boards, not only 4 
members 'because these 4 members represent only 
their constituencies and no other. That being the 
case, I cannot see why it should be thought that thin 
so-called Coalition Government or the Executive 
Committee should be the fit and proper body of per- 
sons to appoint this Advisory Committee. A t  this 
stage I shall not comment further on that paint but 
will do so later on. However, there is a great flaw in 
this Bill ; a great error has been made in this Bill and 
I can see that there will Fe a great deal of oppositio~l 
to i t  later on unless the honourable introducer sees 
fit to  move an  amendment a t  an early stage. I 
am merely trying to assist him by throaillp out 
an early warning. These are some of the t h i n p  wq 
fought i n  the last session and it is appalling to 
think that in the course of a few months. the entire 
~ i e w  has been changed so radically and wrong. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : I am sorry to me a 
Bill of this sort c m e  before this House. It is 
plain proof that the Board which has been running 
the Hospital has been composed of men incapable 
of doing their work; it is a hit at the members of 
the Board. But  I do not think that if we change 
the system and run the h ~ p i a l  as a government 
institution we are going to get much better results. 
The Hospital Board has been criticized from timr! 
to time but I still think that the results obtained 
a t  the Barbados General Hospital are better than 
those obtained at  the Mental Hospital. I am sur- 
prised a t  the members of the Hospital Board giving 
up  their rights as thgy are doing and coming here 
and agreeing to the Government taking over the 
hosrpital. Referring to what the senior member for 
Christ Church has said in respect of Clause 11 I 
certainly shall oppose that Clause as strongly as 
I can. I cannot see how four members of this 
House could be the representatives of all the 
people in this island. 

Xr. GAMER : Mr. Speaker,-I do not dare 
the same view as the honourable member who has 
just spoken. I feel that we do not know exactly 
w:lo ow~ls the Hospital now. Sometimes the Gov- 
ernment owns i t ;  a t  other times it is run by a 
Board; that is how it seems to ine a t  &resent. If this 
chmge over will result in greater efficiency in  
the working of the hospital I am milhng to vote for thls 
Bill, with the exception of who should appoint t.&e 
members of the Advisory Committee. You will remem- 
ber that last session, the question arose and I happened 
to be a member of the Party who opposed this method 
of appointment. I still hold the same view. I do not 
care who constitute the Executive Committee. I 
have all respect for them as men but knowing how 
taried their views are I cannot say that tltis is a n  
altruistic move and, therefore, 1 have to work 03 

my own. Although one mem'ber of the Executive 
Committee happens to be a friend of mine or we 
have things in common, yet there comes a time 
when we differ. I do not agree with Clause 11 be- 
cause I still believe that this Advisory Committee 
should be appointed from the Rouse of Assembly. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Every hoaourable member 
who has spoken so far  seems to be debating Clause 11. 
It seems to me that if that is the only objection 
to the Bill we may just as well wait until we come 
io the Committee stage and discuss i t  You can 
mention that you are goina to  raise the point in 
Committee but do not argue i t  now. 

Mr. GARNER : Well, Sir, that being qo, I am 
hoping that the services at the hospital will be 
improved and that people will not find it hard to get 
things done as has been the case in t4e past There 
is a lot of rumour that when the Ggvernment takes 
over any particular institution it is not properly 
run. I do not always Sh8re >that view, Sir. I 
know they are very competent officers and servant's 
in the Government's employ and I, for one, feel that 
this bit of legislation ought to give the inhabitants 
of thie island a very good deal, with the exception, 
as I have said, of that particular clause. If the hos- 
pital is properly run and if we get proper practi- 
tioners and pay them well I see no reason why 'the 
people of this colony shoxld not benefit by the change 
over. I hope that we will not have to regret in  years to 
come ' b e c a u ~  there is a lot of suspicion in certain 
quarters; but I feel that some of this suspicion is 
unfounded and if we were to see that  what we do 
to-day carries out the spirit and the letter, as regards 
,vhat people are anticipating b r  way of this change 
over, I think we will be doing the population a goo;l 
t m n  

Mr. SPEAKER : I s  the honourable member 
going to ape& much longer? 

Mr. GARNER : Yes. Sir. 
Air. SPEAIZES : XTell, we will adjourn. I t  

being after 2 o'clock, this House stands adjourned 
to a quarter to three o'clock in accordance with 
Rule 40 (a) .  - 
.. A- 

REPORT O F  SELiECT COMMITTEE 
PRESENTED. 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. SPRINGER: Mr. Speaker,-I ask leave t:, 

present the Report of the Select Committee appoint- 
ad to prepare a draft reply to E i s  Excellency's Mes- 
sage No. 19/47 relating to an error i n  IUesdution NO 
$5 of 1947 in connection with the Cotton Spinning 
Plant,. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- -6 
]er was granted leave to present the Report. 
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SUSPEXSION O F  k U L X  61 (A). 

hr. U A ~ V ~ :  1 ask laave LO dove tor the sus- 
yemion or hule b i  (a)  in  uraer 10 l e s m e  Govern- 
ulem susmess, namely tue fill1 w m  wnich we wele 
dealing before the dajournment. 

Mr. CiAhL\hfi: 1 objecc. 
NU. S P ~ ~ k L :  An o ~ j e c ~ i o n  havlng beeu lalieu, 

I snall have to put  the quesuon. The questiou is mac 
leave be granted   he honourable member to move Ior 
the suspension of Rule 61 (a)  m order to resume 
Government Business. lhonourable members in fav- 
our of that will please say "Aye", those against will 
please say "No". I ~ h i n k  the "Ayes" have it. 

H &vision was taken as follows:- 
Ayes: Dr. CUMMINS, Uessrs  CAMSA AY, BRANCK- 

ER, F. L. WBLCOTT, COX, FOSTEE, SPRINGER, ADAMS, 
BLACKMAN, GALE and WARD-11. 

Noes: Messrs GARNER, CRAWFORD, HATNES, S. A. 
'M.'ALCOTT a d  WILBINSON-5. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been decid- 
ed in the aErmative, eleven honourable members vot- 
ing "Aye" and  five honourable members voting 
"No". The honourable member may therefore make 
the motion. 

Mr. ADANIS: When I asked leave to move for 
the suspension of the Rule and mentioned the Bill 
with which we were dealing before the adjournment, 
I might have added as I hoped we would have time 
to deal with it, that there is laLo the Vaccination Bill 
of which notice was given to-day and with which I 
intended to deal. If honourable members are in fav- 
our of that, I suggest that they should vote for the 
suspension of the Rule so as to deal with the Vaccim- 
tion Bill alone. I beg to move that Rule '61 (a)  be 
now suspended. 

Mr. RAMSAY: I beg to second that. I want to 
ask honourable members to be a little indulgent. 
There is a Bill before us dealing with the General 
Hospital; there might be a case of illness or some- 
thing might happen and then we will be blamed for 
it. Honourable members know what the Hospital is 
like and therefore let us deal with the Hospibal Bill. 
Honourable members should "give us a break", if I 
am allowed to use that phrase. 

Mr. GARNER: I +ave no objection to proceed- 
ing with the consideration of the Vaccination Bill 
but after all, the Order Paper is full and I think we 
should proceed with the consideration of Private 
Members' Business at  some time or other. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I am quite willing to pro- 
ceed with that Bill as I realise tha: it is a m a t t 8  
of Some urgency. 

Mr. ADAMS : If honourable members want to 
get through with important measures, surely they 
c m  allow the period devoted to Question Time to bc 
given to the consideration of these measures. If we 
get through with the Vaccination Bill what harm is 
thlere in going on with the H o s ~ i t a l  Bill until v e  
come to the end of Question Time? 

The question that Rule 61 (a) be now sus~encted 
was pnt and resolved in the affirmative without divi- 
sion. 

Mr. SPEAKER : When the ad journmmt for 
lunch took place. the House was considering the 
second reading of a Bill to make provision in relation 
to the Barbados General Hospital, and the honour- 
able junior member for St.  Philip was speaking. 

ORDER POSTPONED. 

Mr. ADAMS : I n  place of the Order which Your 
Rononr has ju6t called, f ask that  the Bill to provide 
for a system of voluntary vaccination in this island 
be taken as the next Order of the Day. 

Mr. SPEAKEB: I think that the houourable 
member will have to move that the further considera- 
tion of the Hospittil Bill be postponed. 

Mr. ADAMS: Very well, Mr. Speaker. I beg 
to move that the further consideration of the Hospl- 
tal !Bill be postponed. 

Mr. COX seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

SUSPENSION O F  RULES 88 AND 89. 

Mr. A D M S :  I beg to move that Rules 88 and 
89 be suspended in order to deal with the Vaccina- 
tion Bill in  all its stages to-day. 

Dr. CCJMMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

VOLUNTARY VACCINATION BILL. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the Bill to pro- 
vide for a system of voluntary vaccination in this 
island be taken as the next Order of the Day. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
The question that the Bill to provide for a hys- 

tem of voluntary vaccination in this island be taken 
as  the next Order of the Day was put  and resolved 
in the affirmative without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order of the Daj- 
stands in the name of the honourable junior member 
for St. John:-Second reading of a Bill to provide 
for a system of volnnbary vaccination in this island. 

Mr. BLACKMAN : Mr. Speaker,-This Bill has 
not been circulated among honourable members and 
therefore I shall read the "Objects and Reasons" as 
they are set out here. They are 'as follows:- 

"This Bill seeks to establish a system of volun- 
tary vaccination ia this island. 

I ts  provisions appear to be the more importapt 
and urgent in view of the reported occurrence in 
New York and other places of cases of small pox. 

While i t  cannot yet be said that the Island ir 
actually threatened by an  epidemic of that disease 
common prudence would appear to require that swift 
ancl adequate action on a large scale should be taken 
to protect the Island against such an  eventuality. 

The Bill proposes that a number of public vac- 
cinators should be appointed who would vaccinate 
free of any charge any person who desired to be v2c- 
cinated and who would issue certifica~es of vaccina- 
tion. 

The cost of vaccine lymph and any other ex- 
penses involved (including fees for the public vac- 
cinators) would be paid f:om the Public Treasury." 

The important thing about this Bill is that we 
are trying to make ourselves ready to resist a n  at- 
tack of the disease of small pox. I t  is a very serious 
disease; I happened to ha+ suffered from i t  myself 
and therefore I know something about it. Persons 
who are suffering from this disease have to be isolated 
and no one is able to see them. That is! a state of 
affairs which I would not like and I a m  certain that 
nobody else would like it. Therefore I feel all the 
more strongly in this matter. I think that it would 
be a very good !hing indeed for us t o  be able to a w  
point these officers that are mentioned in the Bil! 
a.nd to provide the vaccine lymph so that everybody 
can have the opportunity of being vaccinated and so 
protect the island from being put under nuxrantine. 
I beg to move that this Bill be now read a sec0116 
time. 

Mr. ADtAMS: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Bill be now read a secon4 

time was put and resolved in the affirmtative with- 
out division. 

The second reading was passed. 



On the motion of Mr. BLACKMAN, seconded by 
Mr. -S, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the 
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. RAMSAI 
being in the Chair. 

The thirteen Clauses of the Bill were read ana 
passed. 

On the motion of Mr. BLACKMAN, seconded by 
Dr. CUMMINS, the CHAIRMAN reported the plassing 
of the Bill in Committee. 

The House resumed. 
On motions of Mr. BLACKMAN, seconded by M2. 

ADAMS in each case, the Bill was read a third 6ime 
and passed. 

BARBADOS GENERAL HOSPITAL BILL 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to melie that the Hospital 
Bill be taken as the next Order of the Day. 

Mr. SPMNQER seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When this Bill was being 
considered, the House was debating the motion for 
the second reading of the Bill and the honourable 
junior member for St. Philip was speaking. 

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Speaker,-As I was saying 
before the House went into recess, the public is divid- 
ed in their opinion as to whether this change will 
bring them any better service than what they former- 
ly received, or whether the Hospital will be run like 
the Waterworks Department or some other De- 
partment which has not stood up to the test. 
Personally, I feel that if the Institution is 
run along the light lines, the masses of the publk 
ought to derive greater benefits than before, I said 
that I am willing to vote for this Bill with the excep- 
tion of one of its Clauses to which I will refer wheq 
the Bill reaches the Committee stage. I feel, Mr. 
Speaker that everybody is in favour of the Govern- 
ment taking over this Institution I t  has been stated 
not so long ago that some people there, the Radiologist 
and some other officers for instance, wJre dissatisfied 
either with their salaries or conditions of work an3 
there was a continuous exit of surgeons from the 
place. If things are stabilised by the Government 
and tlie qovernment acts wisely in making proper 
rules and having the right sort of people on the Ad- 
visory Board, I do not see any reason why the peo- 
ple of this colony should not benefit by this change 
over. 

Mr. WILKINSON: This is one of the few oc- 
casions when I do not agree with my colleague, the 
honourable senior member for St. James. He is not is 
favour of the Hospital Board being done away with 
I feel that it is largely due to the Board which ad- 
ministers the affairs of the Hospital that i t  has b!- 
come necessary for the Government to takz 
~ t e p s  to make the Hospital a Government D+ 
partment. I take the view that thinm could not bc 
worse than they are a t  the Hospital. I quite agree 
m:th the last speaker and I am hoping that when we 
get the new Department being run on proper and 
efficient lines we will be able to get proper medicd 
men, a qualified radiologist and all the efficient stag 
rvlhh is necessary for the running of a modem 
hospital on guch lines. We have heard a lot of 
cr'ticism of the Hospital lately and the reason why 
T am voting for the second reading of this Bill is, 
as I have said before, that I cannot imagine that 
things eould be worse there than they are to-day. 
1 have every hope that under the new administra- 
tion we shall have a vast improvement, and there is 
room undoubbedly for a lot of improvement. I do 
hope, Sir, that when it comes to the question of a p  

pointed an Advisory Board, the right people will 
be appointed to asslst in the running of the Insti- 
:ution by the Medical1 Superintendent. I repeat that 
this is one of the few occasions when I do not agree 
with the honourable senior member for St. James; 
[ intend to vote for the second reading of this Bill. 
[ think that the present members of the Board are 
responsible for allowing things to reach the stage at 
which they are today. When people go there they 
nave to wait for hours and hours before they can be 
ittended and the place is terribly overcrowded. The 
ponourable senior member for St. George will prob- 
ably tell me that the extension of the Hospital is 
3eing carried out. Some weeks ago we voted money 
Eor the purpose but I do not see anything murtl. 
3eing done. The anxiety of the present Board can. 
not be so great in this regard becauw they are not 
pressing forward with their work. There is amplc 
room for improvement at the Hospital and i t  la 
with the hope that we will get this improvement that 
C intend to vote for the second reading of this Bill. 

Mr. RAMSAY: It is common knowledge that 
the building up of this place has been as a result of 
persons who have come forward in the past and 
dered  their services and did work free, gratis and 
for nothing. Naturally, Mr. Speaker, F human beings 
they have made mistakes and the mistakes of thejc 
various and varied gentlemen have been magnified 
md thrown to the skies. I want tg hint very quietly 
that they must have done some good. I take it that 
they did not go to the various Boards, mh especiall-s 
the Hospitd Board, with any ulterior motives 3r 
m y  idea of self-aggrandizement, althcugh they mere 
ignorant they offered their services free. I want to 
thank those gentlemen who have served on the Hos- 
pital Board. I am probably doing a very peculiar 
thing, but that is how 1 feel about the matter. I must 
not speak about myself, but I aln thanking all those 
gentlemen for having given of their time so as to do 
things in the interest of the community. I beg to 
thank them for their services and I exonerate them 
from any wrong which they may have done. I beg to 
thank them immensely for what thye have done. 
(Cheers). 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before the question is put, I 
3hould like to say that I echo the hope that with the 
passing of this Bill we shall see ushered into being 

fa r  more satisfactory state of affairs with regard to 
t& administration of the Hospital than formerly. 
Of course, we can console ourselv~s with the faet  that 
things could hardly be worse at the Institution than 
they are now, and perhaps on that ground alone 
there might be justification for giving a trial to the 
proposal which is more or less suggested in the terms 
of this Bill. I know that various people in this col- 
ony view the proposed new department with mixed 
Feelings; I know also that mlany people outside the 
colony feel that we are making a backward step. 
Some peopIe in the neighbouring coIonies have al- 
ways viewed with longing eyes the administratie.1 
of our Hospital and wished that their hospitals were 
conducted like ours. I have heard medical men who 
have served both in our Hospital and in hospitals 
in the neighbouring colonies which are Government 
Departments, entreating or  rather beseeching us that 
we should be very careful as to how we embark u ~ o n  
any alteration to the eyatern under which we conduct 
our Rospital which will bring it in line with t k  
policy operati~g in tbe administration of the 
hmvitals in sdme of the neiphhur iw colonies. Be 
that as it may, we have agreed to embark upon thh 
experiment and I repeat that. I join fie ranks of 
thfise who hone and pray that the future will rcrord 
some justification for our optimism in this matter. 



lionourable members who have spoken have already 
drawn attention to la secLlon o i  thlsl l3111 wnlch I$ 

going to cause some controversy; t u b  IS S~CLAOU l1 
whicn deals with the appomtmen_t of bne Huvisory 
Coupuittee. I want to make it periectly clear-azi 
a matter ot flact 1 have already made it clear-tha~ l 
am not s u p p o r h g  the proposal concamed ia that 
Section. I cannot agree that the power for the ap- 
pointment of this Advisory Committee should ue 
vested in the hands of the Governor-m-lGxecutlve 
Committee. As I have said before, 1 feel that until 
we in this country have some sort of responsible 
Government, we must endeavour to keep in the hands 
of the elected representatives of the people borne say 
i n  the adminiatration of the Beads and 
Committees of this sort. When we have gone furth. 
er on the road to responsible Government then we can 
begin to  talk about separating the Legislature from 
the adminietration of the Boards. @t year when 
we had the Housing @ill before us, I opposed the 
controqersid Section for  the m e  remon; I felt 
that there would not be any justification for allow- 
ing the Governor to appoint the members of the Ad- 
visory Committee. Now some sort of a compron~ise 
has been suggested and i n  the present Bill ~t is sug  
gested that  the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
shall be responsible for the appointment of the mem- 
bers of this Advisory Committee. I see no reason 
for changing my opinion to-day; i t  remains the 
same as it was in 1946 when we discussed a m a t t e ~  
of a similar nature. With regard to the cornprom 
ise which has been suggested-a compromise which 
perhaps, is the result of the new constitutional ex- 
periment-I think that there is even more reason f o ~  
supporting the position which I assumed last year 
I shall dilate upon this question when r e  go intc 
Committee on the Bill and when we are dealing with 
the !relative Section. I want t o  makc it s e r f e c t l ~  
clear in the meantime that I am not supporting Sec 
tion 11 as i t  now stands. 

The question that this Bill be now read I 

seconc! timc was put ancl resnlred in the affirmativ 
without division. 

The second reading vas  passed. 
On the motion of Jlr BLACKMAN, seconded b; 

Mr ADAMS, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the Hous 
went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. RAMSAY bein 
in the Chair. 

Olauses 1 to 5 ~nclusive were read and passecl 
Clause 6 was read as follows :- 
6. (l) The Governor may appoint to the Hos 

pital a JIedical Superintendent who shall receive : 
salary a t  the rate of eight hundred pounds per ad 
num, and such other officezs servants and a p n t s  a 
may from time to time be necessary at  such salarie 
as shall be provided by the Legislature. 

(21) All salarias payable !under this Ac 
shall be paid from the Public Treasury on the wal 
rant of the Governor-in-Executive Committee in equa 
monthly instalments. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to move that Claust 
6 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: This Clause speaks about thc 

payment of salaries, but  what about the quarters' 
l' dn not we anything mentioned about quarters i 
Ch iL~ i l l  a t  all. - 

At  this point, it now being 3.30 p.m. Mr. 
SPEAKER took the Chair and stated that i t  was now 
time for the consideration of Private Members7 BWJ- 
ness. 

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (B) 
Mr. ADBM.S : I do not know what the feelincr 

of the Rouse is, but in  view of the importance of 
this Bill, I ask honourable members to vote for the 

lotion which 1 &all now aaL leave to make, that 
S, for the buspenalon of kule 61 (b) . l suggcs~ 
uat when we get to Section 11 of the [Bill W ~ L C ~ L  

going to be controve_rsisl we can report p r o p s *  
t that point. A t  any rate, let us get the non-cvu- 
roversial Sections of the Bill out of the way. I ask 
:ave to move for  the suspension of Rule 61 (b). 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is 
sking leave to  move for the suspension of Rule 
l (b). 

Mr. GaRNER : I object. 
Mr.  SPEBKER:  An objection having been 

aken, I shall have to put  the question. The ques- 
ion is that leave be granted the honorable member 
o move for the suspension of Rule 61 (b). Hon. 
lurable members i n  favour of that will please say 
'Ayes," those against will please say "No.'' I think 
he "Ayes" have it. 

A division was taken as follows:- 
Ayes : Dr. CUMMINS, Messrs. SMITH, F. L. WAL- 

'OTT, COX, FOSTER, M.APP, SPRINGER, ADAMS, BLACK- 
[AN, RAMSAY and GALE.-11. 

Noes : Messrs. BRANCKER, GARNER, TUA, MOT- , 
'LEY, HAYNES, S. A. WALCOTT, WILKINSON and 
FAR-B. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The question has been decid- 
hd in ;he affirmative, eleven honourable membels 
roting "Aye," and eight honourable members voting 
'No." The honourable member may therefore make 
he motion. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (b)  be 
IOW suspended. 

Mr. SPRINGEa : I beg to second that. 
The question that Rule 61 (b) be now suspend?(? 

was put  and resolved in the affirmative. 
The following division was taken:- 
Ayes : Dr. CUWMINS, Messrs SMITH, F. L. WAL- 

: o n ,  Cox, FOSTER, MAPP, S m ~ a m ,  ADAMS, BLACK- 
MAN, RAMSAY and GALE.-11. 

Noes : Messrs. BRANCKER, GARNER, TALMA, MOT- 
TLEY, HAYNES, S. A. WALCOTT, WILKINSON a11d 
WARD--8. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been decid d 
in the affirmative, eleven honourable members votin-< 
"Aye" and eight honourable members voting c G ~ o  7. 
rhe Rule cannot be suspended, however, because 
twelve members must rote for the suspension of a 
Rule. The Rouse will now proceed with the consid- 
?ration of Private Members' Businea. 

ADDRESS RE RENT RESTRICTIONS 

Mr. SPEAKER : When Private Members' Busi 
mess was being considered on the last occasion, th2 
Home was debating a motion for  the passing of an 
Address to His Excellency the Governor relating to 
rent restrictions and the honourable senior member 
For St. Peter was speaking. 

Mr. WALCOTT did not continue to speak. 
Mr. SPEAKER :. The honourable senior member 

for St. Thomas who seconded the motion for the post- 
ponement of the debate on the last occasion has thn 
right to speak now. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I think that this matter has  
been well ventilated and i t  i~ known throughout the 
Iength and breadth of this island that therz are cases, 
I may say very many oases, where landlords take the 
opportunity to extort money from their tenants. There 
are abundant cases which 1 could mwtion and I war! 
to support the figures which have been quoted by the 
honourable senior member for St. Michael as regards 
tbe tenantry in Hindsbury Road, because it wm said 
that those figures are incorrect. I myself have come 
in contact with people who live on that tenantry, and 
the figures as have been quoted bv the honourable 
niember and given to me independently are absolute1.c- 



correct. It is an urgent matter for the Government 1 
try to improve the standard of living of the peop e C 

this colony, and while i t  is true that we are doing it j 
one way by increasing salaries and wages, on the othc 
hand there are landlords who are taking away t k  
benefits from the people. I say that for this reasor 
I have been told by two Civil Servants that immc 
diately they got their increases their rent was increase 
when there was no justification for doing that. N 
money was spent on the houses and they could on1 
conclude that the rent was increased because it WE 
known that increases in salaries had been given then 
One person told me that he must have a house fo 
himself and his family to live in ; his children are gc 
ing to school and as he could not ask the Governin 
Body of the school to reduce the school fees for hin: 
there was only one way in which he could balanc 
his budget and that was by reducing the food. We1 
Sir, that is the serious part of it ; the man told me tha 
as a result of the increase in the rent he had to reduc 
the quantity of the milk supplied to his family b; 
a pint and a half per day. I repeat that that is th 
serious part of it; we know of the conditions whicl 
have been brought about by the War: me also knov 
that children must have an extra supply of food fo 
the nourishment of their bodies and also for thei 
growth and when they are going to school especiall; 
they need extra food so that their nervous systen 
might be maintained. When we reflect on all that 
that is where I think that this business of increase( 
rent demands an urgent enquiry by the Government 
As I see the position, the people will be furthei 
starved unless this enquiry is conducted, because a! 
the gentleman told me, he must have soine place il 
which to live and the item on which the burden wil 
fall will be the food. I will not say anything mar( 

on this matter because it is known that there are many 
many cases of these increased rents. I will say this 
until a few months ago I was a member of the St 
9lichael's Vestry and I horn that within the last twc 
>ears the assessors of the parish had a very difficuli 
time to keep up with the landlords. A couple of years 
ago I happened to be Churchwarden of the parish 
and on more than one occasion the assessors came t c  
me and mentioned cases where the increased rent was. 
in their opinion, unjustifiable. Therefore this matter 
is a serious one, and we are asking the Government t o  
give it early consideration. 

Mr. GARNER: I am placed in a very peculia~ 
position inasmuch as I happen to be a businessma~ 
and yet I am in sympathy with those people who have 
to rent houses. I must preface my remarks by saying 
that there is not every landlord who is bad, but therr 
are some very vicious landlords who will mike it verj 
neessary for the Government to  do something so a 
to regiment the activities of all. I think I should say 
iu fairness to the people who own and rent housea 
that the time when this action should have been taken 
was in 1939 and not in 1947; at least in 1941 when 
~verything was being controlled they should have con- 
trolled rent and regimented more or less everything. I 
fear that this Address cannot serve much useful pur- 
pose although I will vote for it. With the advanceu 
price of lumber, materials, labour and everything, 
there is a sad state of affairs. We have to viev 
the matter -as statesmen and not be sentimental. If 
a man owns a house and has to pay carpenters $3 
or $4 a day and buy expensive materid to repair it 
and he increases the rent, you have to sympathise 
with the renter and you also have to get the facts 
as to what the landIord had to pay so as to keep the 
house in order. WhiIe I am in sympathy with the 
tenant, you have to 'bkar in mind that there are cw - 
tain contributorv facts. Your cannot ~ e t  awav from 
that. As I have said, there arc IandIords who wiI1 

416 
- HOUBB - - - - 

filch at any time and there are those who will add to 
their rent only when they have spent money to im- 
prove the comforts of the house. I feel that it i,i 
not so much a question of the houses; i t  is a question 
of the land and that is where I feel very strongly. 
There is one question that worries me most of the tlme 
and i t  is this: How did land come to fetch such a 
high price in Barbados4 How did the price of land 
ever get to this height? Somebody has %id that 
i t  is a question of supply and demand but the demand 
has never been met. None of the Governments iu 
the past or even this present Government has made 
ariy attempt to bring the land within the @cope of 
 he masses of the people; therefore it *ill always 
remain that the supply cannot justify the demand. 
Hence, I think that the first thing which should 
be tackled is the proper redistribution of the land 
and not so much to go after the people who conduct 
their 'businem by renting out houses, people whom 
we have missed since 1941. Since then thinm have 
&-rocketed in price. I am speaking as a statesmau, 
of the house, I think, therefore that you should start 
mainly today is the price of land and I ask again : How 
did it manage to soar so Mgh? Small bits of land 
bave been sold for £100 and £200; if you pay so 
much money for land and you are building on it a 
house for the p u r p w  of renting it out, the price of 
the land has to be taken into account in the buildirlq 
of the house. I think, therefore, that you should start 
from the land. We need a proper ~ystem, we need legis- 
lation in relation to the land, Nothing is wrong mth  
the landlords so much; they take advantage of the 
position ig respect of the land. I think that we have 
missed the bus. This Rent Restriction Bill will be 
a very clumsy one to be drafted; when people have 
come to see how much it takes to keep a house jri 
repair, they will be in sympathy with  he land ords 
Another point is this: I feel we will render a dis- 
service to some of the people who rent houses. If 
a man spends money on his house and cannot iiicrease 
,he rent, the tenant wdl have to leave, because there 
IS nothing to prevent a man from leaving his house 
m disrepair if he cannot get increased rent for it. 
I'he primary question is a new departure from what 
we thought was right in allowing a few people to 
1w11 so many plantations. That is the burning ques- 
ion; too few people have :&l1 the land under their cou- 
trol and I see no reason why, instead of bringing 
Eorward an Address like this, a Bill could not have 
Ieen introduced in respect of the re-distributio~l 
)f the land. I n  St. George, Sir Laurie Pile h&+ 
tbout 19 or 20 estates; each year he is making gorl! 
noney, piling up money when some people cannot get 
r y  housespots to rent. The Government ought to 
lave sent down to the House legislation as regards 
he re-distribution of the land and do not let us deal 
,o much with the landlords because all landlords are 
lot vagabonds. I feel that a re-distribution of the 
and is really necessary; let us give the people a 
ittle land and let them feel independent. When 
.on have the plantations owning all this land and the 
~eople cannot feel a sense of independence, you will 
lways have this vexed crues;ion. I counsel this 
~abour set-up to try and do something with regard 
o the land quickly because the people are looking 
'orward for something being done along the lines 
vhich I have suggested. The people want to know 
hat Sir Lanrie Pile will sell some of his plantations 
o that they can have land on which to build their 
Louses; they want to know that Mr. Chandler will 
pive up some of the land in St. John. An honourable 
?ember who is not far  from me should be brought 
nto this matter. (Laughter). Honourable members 
re laughing, but this is a fundamental question. 
n the last analysis the State o m s  the land and T 
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see no reason why some people should hold on to i b  

i t  and others he left out. I repeat that unless this 
Labour set-up intends to do something along the lines 
which 1 have suggested, they are not doing anything: 
i t  is work along those lines that I anticipated from LI 

Government like this. Here you get private members 
of this House asking that something be done to check 
the activities of landlords where rent is concerned 
I t  is not so much a question about the landlords ; they 
have to buy land and materials a t  a high price and 
they are trying to make as much money as they can 
There is another type of person who invests money in 
a few houses and expects that money will be coming in 
from those houses; when he gets old he expects to gel 
his living out of those houses Some of the people are 
very unscrupulous and they are the ones who made 
the honourable member bring forward this Address. 
I am quite in sympathy with those who are fleeced. 
but on the whole the landlords are not all bad, because 
there are some of them who have not raised their rent 
sinde 1835. Some of tbem have decided to  raise 
their rent. Of course, you will get speculators who 
will break the law; there are some lawyers who will 
plead a case for you according to your means, an(? 
there are others who will not plead a case for you 
unless you have the money to the last farthing. I 
 ant to impress upon this House that wbat we are 
doing now should have been done slnce 1941. 
'!'he cost of material is too high to-day and so the 
people will have to pay more rent ;  another point i; 
this; if you have to do any repit;rs, now is the time 
to do them. When the legislation asked for in this 
Address is being drafted people will have to show 
that their expenses ha\-e 'increased so that they have 
tc charge more rent ;  the Boards mill have to see to 
the interest of their friends and we shall have to b< 
very careful as to what we do. As I have said, this 
Labour Government has to  work %awards giving the 
people the chance to own some land wherever i t  can be 
acquired-whether in St. Joseph, St. John, St. George 
or anywhere else; there are those who have been 
holding this land for too long. Whether we do what 
has been done in the Scandinavian places or not, w 
shall have to give land to the people so that they can 
keep stock, sheep, fowls, etc., perhaps with some Gov. 
ernment aid, and let them develop themselves and 
feel independent.,If we do that, we will be doing ser 
vice to the people fo r  having returned this Laboar 
Government. I take lt hat the people of this colony 
are looking to the Labourites of this Rouse and are 
expecting a panacea for their ills; I do not say that 
these things can be done overnight, but before any 
ewakening which will condemn us comes. 1 feel that 
I should warn this Government that they have 2 
moral obligation to the people of this colony, and t c  
no small extent, to see that the land is more equitably 
divided among the masses. We have to see that tht 
v:ealthy people do not get wealthier each year and 
that the wealth of this colony is inore evenly dlstribn- 
ed. If the land is the source of wealth- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the hon. membe: 
has made the point that the i n c r e w  in  the renl 
has been due to the increase in the price of land. I dr 
not want the honourable member to debate the point 
any further than that. I think the point is a gooi 
one and that you have a perfect right to make it, bui 
I do not think that you should debate any question 
which is not really before the House. 

Mr. GARNER: I think that the point 5s a ver) 
contributory one. I do not think that the passip: 
of legislation to the eRect that rent cannot be in  
creased any further than is necessary will serve a verj 
bad purpose. I repeat that the time has passed wher 
this Address can rsallv serve the purposp which tht 
honourable mover really jntends that it should servt 
Quite recently the price of lumber has soared so higk 

,hat if anybody wants to repair his house he must 
t ave money. The onus is on this Labour Government 
to see that they bring forward a scheme very shortly 
The Government will have to do these things so that 
we will really have to live up  to our calling. If we are 
Socialists, we will have to make the whole islancl 
socialist. I n  other words, jf the Goverument is going 
to embark upon a housing scheme, they will have tc 
borrow money and they will have to tax very heavil~ 
the wealth of the rich so that everybody will be able 
to come a little nearer to each other and have a lot in 
common. When we have one person so far  away from 
the other, that is where the wrong lies and superiority 
:omes into the picture. I hope that the Government 
will bring down this housing scheme shortly so that 
the people will not have to depend upon rexting hous- 
2s but they will have their own houses. I feel that 
this question of increased rent is a very complicated 
one to-day and i t  shows where the weakness of the Gov- 
ernment lies. They ought to embark upou a big pro. 
gramme for housing, r M b u t i o n  of land and so 
forth and then I chink that everything will work for 
the beuefit of the masses and for the good and welfare 
of the people of this island. (Cheers). 

Mr. TALMA: I rise to support the principle of 
this Address. There is only one deplorable feature 
o!. the whole matter and it is the fact that this Address 
rtlating to rent restriction has only now seen day 
light in 1947, many m o n t h  after the .War has ceased 
and many years after such restriction has been intro. 
duced in almost all of the leading West Indian col 
snies. As far  as I know, a Rent Restriction Bill was 
introduced in Trinidad, British Guiada and in J a  
maica in  1942, and it is not until 1947 that we hear 
about a Bill being introdqced in  Barbados ! Although 
I have great admiration for the mover of this Address, 
yet if one's memory serves him right, one will re 
member that an  Address such as this was introduced 
during the last session of this House by the honour- 
able junior member for  the City, and with the Coali- 
tion of that day constituted as it was and of which 
the honourable mover was a n  active supporter, that 
Address met with opposition. In  spite of 
that. we now have what I call a Rent Restric- 
tion Address which should have seen daylight a t  least 
about 1943 or 1944. I cannot we that this Address 
will serve any useful purpose now. I fully realise 
that the cost of all essential commodities, especially 
lumber, is still sky-high, and with Europe destroyed 
and devastated in  the manner in vhich i t  has been 
destroyed and devastated, i t  is reasonable to expect 
that the price of lumber will remain high for some 
years to come. Although the honourable senior mem 
'ber for St. Michael is doing a service even a t  this stage, 
the price of lumber might remain high for another 
three or four years and I say that it is very deplor- 
able that a Rent Restriction Bill is only now seeing 
the light of day. An Excess Profits Tax has not yet 
seen the light of day and the abolitior. of the Occupan- 
cy Tax would have served a useful purpose. I say that 
in passing. The honourable member who has moved 
the passing of th'is Address quite recently was an im- 
portant figure in seeing that an  Addrew of this nature 
was not granted the treatment which it deserved. 
Such an Address was more necessary then than now 
and it would have helped the people to a greater ex 
tent than i t  will help them to-day. As far  as the land- 
lords are concerned, I admit that there are some v e v  
unreasonable ones who are very oppremive and ex. 
cessive in their rents. I f  the price of houses IS high 
to-day- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must ask hon. members to 
stop talking. I find 'it very difficult to hear the boa. 
member on account of the conversation which is going 
on. 



Mr. TALDiL4: 1 was qying ,  Xr.  Speaker, t h a ~  
although many landlords are unreasonable and they 
demand excessive rents and are very oppressive, ye.. 
there are many others who are fair-minded and arc 
out merely to receive a fair dividend in return for 
their investment. When one takes into account th3 
fact that the prices of properties are very hlgh to- 
day-when you take into account p-urchases which 
have been made during the War period and eveu 
up  to to-day, you will have to realiqe that if a land- 
lord pays at;~,aOU for a property, if the rental value 
of  hat property before %he War was $40 or $45 per. 
month, to-day he will charge $70 per month for it 
because he has to get a proper return for  his money. 
I am not saying that s certain amount of control 
is not necessary; I am in thorough agreement with 
the proposal, but i t  is rather late to introduce an Ad- 
dress llke this more especially in view of the fact that 
a similar Address was defeated at  the last sedan of 
thls House. The cost of living h m  increased and if a 
landlord is dependent upon by rear, for his li.velihoocl, 
i t  is reasonable to suggest that if the cost of every- 
thing. has gone u p  loo%, the rents will 'be increased 
proportionately. What I fear and dread most of all 
is the constitution of that Body which, I hope, will 
soon be fixing the rents which should be paid for pro- 
perties; because unless we select 'the proper type of 
individuals to 6x the prices to be charged for the 
rent of houses, probably little or no advantage will 
be derived from the paming of this Address. There 
are quite a few other points which I think capi'tal 
could be made of, but I am in  sympathy and entire 
agreement d t h  the principle of this Address and for 
that reason I shall not my anything more. T shall 
willinqly support the Address when the time comes 
because I do not want to we  any hon. member who 
happened to be in opposition t o  this measure two 
years ago, making capital out of it and fooling the 
people outside that he wishes to help them today. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I do not think that the hon. 
member should dilate .lpon what happened two years 
ago. 

Mr. SPRINGER: There w w  no such Address. 
iMr. SPEAKER: Even if ,there was such an 

Address that is not the point of thz debate to-day. 
Mr. WARD: I do n g  think that  any conscien- 

tious individual would oppose the principle of rent 
restriction, but I feel that unless we can get a proper 
Bill drafted q as to cover all ,the points which will 
arise, we will find that the people who rent housas 
.will be in a more difficult position than they are ~t 
present. It is common knowledge that individuals 
invest money in houses so as  to make a reasonable, 
pro& and with conditions as they are to-day-tlko 
cost of labour going up  and the cost of materials 
increasing every two or three months-the people 
who own housea must increase their rent so as to be 
compensated for the repairs of the houses at a futurz 
date. A person cannot wait until i t  is time to repabr 
his house to collect the money to repair i't because 
a t  that time nobody will be living in the house and 
that person will have to go to his private income so 
as to replace the bill caused by the depreciation of 
the house. I n  my opinion, what happens in the oasr 
of solme people who rent hou~es  is ihat  they begin 
to rent houses which are too expensive for them, ant1 
then they realise that they cannot balance their bud- 
get. It is common knowledge too +hat if a house i.c 
worth EB;aOO--and you can get very little property 
for that amount of monev to-day-the owner of that 
home cannot ask less than $60 per month as rent 
for i t  or he would be losing money. If a person ill- 
vests his money, say f2,WO a t  4%, he is able to get 
$60 per month and I can tell you, that I can put 
money in some of the banks and get more than 4% 
jnterest on it. Tf you take into consideration that a 

person has to pay the increased cost for  labour ana ?F- 
ulacer~al, 1~ is ~ m p w i b l e  for him to charge less, than 

,V ror tne depreciation of his building. That brmgy 
u_e ngure, in. my opinion, to approvmately 8% ot  
[he value of the house, and 8% of %,WO IS 5160 a 
year and any indvidual wlll be able {to see what the 
owner would have to charge for his house and then 
taxes, etc., have to be taken inu, consider@ion. Now 
when we come !to land, everybody know6 that land is 
sold on demand and restric~ion on the price of i-md 
will not prevent it from being  old a t  S 1 , W  per acrc? 
if an  individual wants it. A perspn who is willing 
to buy the land will go behind anybody's back, be it 
Government or otherwise, and pay the owner of d ~ c  
land what he feels like paying for  it. People who 
have not got any money to buy the land will borrow 
money so as to buy it. -All the steps which are ftaken 
will not prevent land from being sold in the black 
market. The black market business runs all through 
the world; it goes on in spite of restridtions. When 
we are drafting a Rent Restriction Bill we have to 
>e very carefu;; because I thjnk that if this matter 
is not carefully handled the poor individual or  mid- 
dle-class man will be in  a much worse plight than he 
was in before. As far  as I know, in the country dis 
tricts land is rented very cheaply. I do ndt know 
what the position is regards land about the >City, 
but I feel that if the Government wants to get land 
sold, they will have to amend the Public Health AS 
and remove the restriction about supplying water 
in the districts; they mill then be surprir~ed to see 
how much land will be sold overnight. You must 
shut your eyes ; you must wink a t  certain things, relax 
certain restrictions and I am sure that over one-third 
of the island will be sold. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a question of the sale 
3f land having regard to the relit which is collected 
F f t erwards. 

Mr. WARD : AB far  aq I know, the rent paid for 
land in the country dbtricts is prdtty low and no  
estate in the country refuses to rent out land. IS 
is only in the case of people who want to get into the 
City, that difficulty is experienced. It a recognized 
fact that this Government & trying its best to avoifi 
using the best agricultural land for buildiug sites. 
If that land is used for this purpose you will be kill- 
ing the income of the ~sland.  There  ill be a decrease 
in production and a consequent decrease in income. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  Again the hon. member is 
straying from the point. 

Mr. TVARD: I am coming back to it. If 
the price of land goes up to-morrow the rent of land 
will also go up. I know that people bought land at 
10/- per square foot in this City and now that land 
has been sold at  E2 per square foot. When one per- 
son leaves, ten or fifteen persons come, and some of 
them work behind other people's back. They are buy- 
in2 the land for sport ; they realise what can be done 
and therefore iy, is necessary in the first instance to 
control the price of land. 

Mr. COX: I wouldlikefi1Prtof all to reply to  
the remarks made by the honourable senior membcr 
for Chrigt Church. The honourable member said that 
during the l a ~ t  session of this House an Address v a s  
introduced bv the- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that there is 
any need to deal irith that I have already pointed 
out to the honourable senior member for Christ 
Chnrch that i t  is not now a qustion of what happened 
then. The whole ~ o i n t  of the debate to-day is whether 
this Address should be passed or not. Whether a s ink 
lar Address was introduced in  thc House before or  
not does not make any difference today. 

Mr. COX: I appreciate Yonr Rononr's explan- 
ation, hnt the statement is a very damapine: one and 
T hope that you m11 grant me some latitude to correct 
it. 



Nr. SPEAKER: I do not think that it is damag- 
ing to the Address. 

Mr. CWX: It may uot be damaging to the Ad- 
drew but it may be damaging to my. 

L ! .  SPEAKER: I swpped the honourable 
senior member for Christ Church and I think that wc: 
had better leave it at that. 

Mr. COX: The honourable member has charged 
me as one of the members of the Barbados La'bour 
Party with coalescing with the Conservative group 
of this colony. The honourable member has said that 
during the last diesion of this House an Address was 
introduced by the then honourable senior member for 
the Citg and I joined with the Conservative group 
in opposing that Address. I have never known of 
any Addrem introduced by the then honourable senior 
member for the City relative to rent restriction. It 
was a question 

Mr. SPEAKER: Having said that we will gec 
on with this debate. I do not think that you should 
carry the matter any further. The hon. member made 
a statement, I $topped him and you have replied. 

Mr. COX : I regret that very much, Mr. Speaker, 
but I must bow to your ruling. Since this matter was 
debated, I have read correspondence In the press in 
connection with i t  and I have heard from the lips of 
some people that I was making false statements 
against them. I have taken the trouble to go around 
to the various tenantries and find out 'hings tor my- 
seif and I hope, Mr. Speaker, that you will give me the 
privilege of just quoting a few cases. fiefore doing so, 
I jho~ld  like to refer to Mr. H. 0. Emtage of whom 1 
made mention when I moved the pasdug of this Ad- 
dress. I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Emtage and 
we went around and he showed me five houses. I 
would like to say here and now- 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1s the honourable member 
mak'ng an explanation now ? 

Mr. COX: Yes sir, five df the six houses 
which Mr. Emtage showed me were rented out at 
a reasonable price. In the case of the one in re- 
spect of which I made the accusation against him 
the increase in the rent could not be justified. He 
could not show any justification for the increass 
and agreed to reduce the rent from $20 a month tc, 
$15 a month. (Cheers). I mould like to say here and 
now that if I have caused Mr. Emtage any inconve- 
nience, I am sorry for it but it was a sincere attempt 
to do my duty to my constituents and I hope that 
other landlords will fall in line, even if they do no 
more than what was done in this case. I understand 
that Mr. Jones was very much annoydd- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I see that you have made :: 
correction in the Press and I think, that you should 
also make a correction here so as to straighten the 
record. 

Mr. COX : I said that the rent of the backspots 
of land a t  Hindsbury Road had been increased 
from 2/6 per week to 7/6 per w e ~ k  and that thal 
of the front spots had been increased from 5 / -  uar 
week to 10/- per week. I n  each case the word "month" 
should have been used instead of the word "week". 1 
hold in my hand a notice addressed to Rhoda Paync 
It reads: "This serves to notify you that from and 
after the .8rst day of May, 1947, your rent will bc 
101- per month7' and there is a receipt from th. 
same Rhoda P a n e  for 10/- as land rent. Before yo;~ 
increw the rent, you call for the spot; you know 
that the renter cannot do other than ask you t . ~  

will be 12/- per month. This woman has paid 5/- pc, 
month up to March 3, 1947, Mr. Speaker, I do not 
think that it !is necessary for me to go through all 
of them, but there are many cases in which land 
rents have been increased.' and what is more, in the 
majority of cases the spots are wlithin an area of 800 
square feet. One spot is being made into three 
spots so to speak! I have been informed that this land 
was bought a t  12 cts. a square foot, and the law re- 
quires that a spot should m e h r e  2,400 square feet 
so that a spot of land would cost $288. If you are 
are allowed 6% interest on your money-the raw 
which the law allows unless you want to be charged 
with usury-you would receive a profit of $17.2&. 
When you charge about $3 per menth for one of 
these s p o t  I cannot see any justification for it. If 
anybody went to see these spots for himself he would 
be shocked a t  their disgraceful conGtion and a t  thc 
Increase 'in rent made by the landlords. I also went 
to Deane's Village and L b d  that people who used 
to pay 9/- and 10/- a quarter are now asked to pay 
l5/- a quarter. Since we were discusdng this ques- 
tion. landlord Mr. Jones went back and increased 
his rent. The people who live on these spots are 
ppople of very slender means; they live in 8x12 
houses and that does not interest Mr. Jones in the 
least He says "If you do not want to pay me 
you can leave " I would like to say that an 
individual, cannot do as he likes with what is his 
own. The State is in control and it is in the interest 
of the State to see that each individual is protected 
where these matters are concerned. If you assume 
that you must carry on unto'uchd by law, that is 
the law of the jungle; if wbat is yours must not 
be touched by law, then you should not have any 
representation by law, because it would be a question . 
of the survival of the fittest. I n  spite of all that is said, 
this is a very serious question. Now when we come 
to Carrington's Village, the individual, who has 
started this epidemic knows what i t  is to be renting. 
He calls, upon people to join him in a society, 
they pay 12c per week and when a lot of money has 
been collected he takes that same money and tries t9 
force the people to live in the sea. 

Jlr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can make 
his 2oint without specifying m y  preson. 

Mr. COX: I know what I am saying, Mr. 
Speaker. 
b Xr. SPEAKER.: At the saine time I think that 
you can discuss the matter without pointing at any 
particular individual. 

Mr. COX : Quite recently a poor woman liviilg 
in Carrington's Village had her rent increased. One 
woluld have seen it stated in a letter to the Press 
that the rents have not been raised, but unfortu- 
nately, the person who wrota the letter has lost toucll 
d t h  local geography., Carrington'q Vfilhage 5% 
Carrington's Village and the majority of the people 
of this island know it. I have here a receipt given to 
Lcotta McIntosh which reads as follows: "Received 
from Leotta McIntosh the sum of $4 as land rent 
for the month ending the 31st of August." This woman 
used to nav 8/- or 10/- a month. 1 have numerous 
examples' Ghich would' take me too long to mention. 
At Kensington, a woman used to pay $1.70~. and now 
she is ~ a v i n a  $3.60 and this land is a vart of thet 



three years, now. I know that land which was rentell 
a t  1U/ -  per quarter in Carrington's Village is now 
rentecl al; 10/- per month. Mention has been macis: 
about the Lcbour Government, but I would like to 
say rhat it is immaterial to me whether there is <I  

Labour, Conservative, Li3eral or g other Goveril- 
ment, I feel that an individual should only be allow- 
eu to carry on private enterprise when it does not 
clash with the interest of the people. It is all right 
to have tree enterprise, out as scon as you are pre- 
pareu LQ blackmall and menace people and extort 
money trom them, i t  is time that a stop be put 
to that. I t  is the duty of the Government to sec 
that steps are taken to that encl. The cor- 
respondent in the Press who signed "Sufferer7' 
says that an individual can put furniture m 
a house and that does not corr.~ withln the 
scope of rent restriction. I would like to say herc 
and now that in England all that comes under renL 
restriction, and 20% i8 allowed for the value of the 
furniture whereby the individual can charge 109- 
or 20% on the rental of the house. I n  England a ~ ~ t i  
other part8 of the world a, Rent Restriction Bill h n ~  
been introduced, and if t ~ ~ s  Ciovernmeur realise tha: 
landlords are able to get around the Act 'by putting 
furniture in thier houses, it would be quite all easy 
matter to make certain adjustments in the act 
to meet that. As a matter of fact, I understand 
that in other places there is no restrktion as regards 
land rent, but I am saying that in this colony we 
must have restriction as regards both land and house 
rent I should like to point out that the laws are not 
made for the just. The honourabje senior member fer 
Christ Church and the honourable junior meniber for 
St. Philip have said that some landlords are honest, 
decent, sympathetic and dignified and are not pre- 
pared to blackmail anybody; well, I repeat that the 
laws are not made for the just, they are made for the 
wicked, the rogue and the vagabond. Therefore any 
individual who realises that he is working within 
reasonable bounds has not got anything to fear about 
rent restriction or \anything a t  ~ l l .  He has a sense 
of humanity and realises that each and every indi- 
vidual is part and parcel of the whole: he looks upori 
every individual as his brother and is not prepared 
to go out of his way to put him to any inconvenience 
As I said before, something must be done in this mat- 
ter of increased rents: the matter cannot be viewed 
in any light manner. The Government cannot allow 
these people to be forced off these housespots. We 
have been told that the price of lumber has gone up, 
and i t  is a well-known fact that as soon as a house is 
taken down, the owner has to go to the lnmber-yard 
and get lumber so as to effect repairs to the house, 
and very much more so if the house was on the spot 
for about 50 years. On account of tke bad economic 
set-up. people were never in a position to repail. 
their houses: those houses got into a very dilagiclatrr~ 
,ondition but while they remained on the spots th, 
hole., could still be stopped. I would like to say to any 
body who may attack ,vhat I am saying that as lonp 
as nobody can cluestion your honesty or sincerity- 
-that is what you have to be careful about. I will tell 
each acd evervone that one of the things which are 
well ~ ~ o r t h  living and dving for is that you are in d 
~osit ion to help somebbdy and make other people 
feel hapnp. 1 feel that the most miserable people in 
this world are those who did their wcrst for the people, 
and the most happy are those who did their best for 
t h ~ m .  If anvho& -cared to s ~ a r c l ~  the- scri~3tnres he 
would see that we have been told to open our mouths 
~Sdelp .  jndge righteously and plead the cause of the 
noor and needy That is our dutv here to-dav and T 
pm prenared td do that as Jonq as T have breath in mv 
body whether it i s  appreciated or not. Finallv, I would 
like to say that I have never been associated with anv 
organisation other than that which is in the interest 

of the people so that I can always be able to help them. 
Probably 1 could have ended my remarks in  a shorter 
time, but I am deeply incensed over this matter and 
since the conditions are so annoying and perplexing, 
since landlords are so unscrupulous, inhuman and 
wicked towards these unfortunate people, strong re- 
presentations must be made in the interest of these 
people and I want the public to take up the matter. 
They must point out _these landlords and show thal 
disgraceful attitude or mentality which is being ex- 
hibited by their actions. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I apologize for entering the 
debate at  this stage; a t  first, I did not intend enter- 
ing i t  a t  all. I felt that eve?,body in this coioiq 
know so well that my Party and myself are in com- 
p1e.e agreement with this question of laent restriction, 
that i t  was almost unnecebsary for me to add anything 
to the debate. 

Nr. SPEAKER: If the hone-urable member 
thinks so, he should not be speaking for very long. 
(Laughter). 

Mr. C U W F O R D :  A remark made by the pre- 
vious speaker has compelled me to take the flqor. In  
the course of his remarks, the honourable senior 
member for St. Michael said that this matter of ex- 
ploitation by landlords b s  been going on for  three 
years and i t  is high time that a stop be put  t o  it. I 
would like to remind the House that as far  back as 
1944 the honourable junior member for  the City on 
the floor of this House tabled a question beseeching 
the then Government to take steps to introduce rent 
restriction. I hear an honourable member say that 
the question was not discussed. What is important 
is not the discussion but the Government's reply to  
the question. The honourable junior member for the 
City asked the Government to do something for the 
people so as to protect them from heartless landlords. 
He asked: "Does not the Government consider i t  
necessary to take steps so as to fix, restrict and con- 
trol the rental of dwelling-houses sand business prem 
ises?" What was the reply to the question? ..The 
Government replied : "The Government has consid- 
ered the desirability of introducing rent restriction 
legislation, but does not propose to do so at  present." 
AI that time the honourable senior member for St. 
Michael was a member of the Party which compris-d 
thp Government. 

Mr. SPRINGER: On a question of fact. The 
honourable member has no right to say that ;  he knows 
that i t  is not true. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I have already ruled that what 
happened in 1944 has nothing to do with the present 
debate. There is no object in debating that pa~t icu lar  
point. 

Mr. CEAWFORD: I should like to enquire on 
a question of fact if i t  is not true to say that when 
this question was replied to, there were on the Execu- 
tive two members who were leaders of the Party to 
~vhich the honourable senior member for St.  MlchaeI 
belongs. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The constitution of the Gor- 
ernment in 1944- 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I should like to know if the 
Government would send down an answer with which 
they did not agree. 

Mr. SPRINGER : The answer to that question is 

* Mr. SPEAKXR; The point is that a question 
was asked dealing with rent restriction whether it 
was debated or not, but  I do not see apy object in de- 
b t i n g  what happened in 1944. , , 

Mr. CIE1A.WFOItD : This is now a question of re- 
ferring to history: it is- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not dlo%ng any discug- 
sion on any historical matter in t%e Rouse. 



JIr. CMLVFOlW : Except that it is necessary 
to allow people to understand- 

Mr. SPEAKgR: I do not see any objtct in that. 
 he point is whether we should pass this Address re- 
lating to rent restriction or not. 

Mr. CBAWFOW: WC should have had legisla- 
t ~ o n  dealing with rent restriction six years ago, be- 
e2use the point is that on acoount of the conditions 
imposed by the w a r  which began in 1939, you have 
these existing conditions to which honourable mem- 
bers have dmwn a t ta t ion ,  We have been mable to 
build homes; people were unable to repair their 
houses and when the materials were obtainable the 
price of thcm had increased by about 2007% or 300%. 
Add these factors to our general housing congestion 
and you will see how it is and why it is that the poor 
people of this colony who have no land of their own 
have been ex loited and are being exploited. 

%r. SPEARER: The honourable member is 
quite in order to say that. 

M?. Ca'dCrpol%D: 1 am glad that Your Honbur 
tbi& $b. If we had done ih 1944 what we are doing 
nem, €he $itu%tion cbhl'a. not have gone so fsr. In oth& 
WMs,  W are ldc$iag the stable after the horse is oat 
&d sb  fa^ away that We cannot see him to him back 
3h the stklble. 

I&. SPEAKER : Is the honodrable member sup- 
ges'ting that we should not pass this AddNw. 

Mr. C&AWk"OW : I c m o t  imagine a n s h a g  
in my rem&lis which would suggest that. I am say- 
ing tbpt the passing of this-Address is so belated that 
the purpose to be fifewed its almost completely dis- 
sipated. Supplies of material are coming m now, and 
people will h ~ e & c i ~ i l y  be efeectkg repairs to their 
pose, we ~h&ved  'it iwzd 13ak that wmiitisns a re  al- 
most appPm&ihg WPhdcy, we are makhg ,a mmpm 
about i t !  Howewer, it is better late than never, and 
we are j m t W  eve91 ih 1947 in t a h g  steps to put 
an end to the vie* exploitatkm by ladi'fords of the 
people of this colohy. h e  other phase of the reaatks 
of the honourable senior wember f ~ r  St. Michael in. 
terests me. I am not defending anybody and I feel 
more btrongly than the honourable member and for a 
l o ~ g e r  period than he, with regard to this question 
of rent restriction. Wheli the hofiourable junior 
member for the 'City tabled his qnestion in 1944 1 

in  co~hplete agreeaem with Lirn that the questior 
should have be& %&leii then, and I felt just as strong 
lg  as he did when the reply was receired from thc 
Government. I was amazed to hear the honourable 
senior member for St. Michael mention the fact thal 
he allowed himself to be fooled so easily and cleverl: 
by  H. 0. Emtage and he apologised to Mr. Em 
tage and backed down. I repeat, I am not defendinr 
anybody. If the honourable member a l l o ~ s  'the  leas 
ilre of meeting and going around with Mr. Emtaer 
who has acquired one plantation after another an( 
h m  suddfenlv dee58ed with his ch~istian-like spirit tc 
f o ~ m  ,a limited liability compmv a n d  transfer a1 
these holdinm to this companv- 

W* QPEAUXR : IQ that ahgthina to d o  wit1 
the aebate? 

Mr. PR AWFORD. 13ui.t~ a lot. Lvt m find ou 
how many ~ l a e e s  a* owned by MT. EmtRge's Gonipan, 
s a d  hbw mmy aka m%&l by W. Ikftag~. .  l? MI 
EmWge ay's &at Ire m&$ five h6nm, &nd out h01 
many tke Gampmp ~ms.  If +hev o m  on@ fiv 
ho'tme.. ithe* 9 n m  k h ~  w h d ~  i ~ f  Rr idce f~ tm.  T t  i 
reqlly amazino how easilv some ~ e o ~ l e  can &e fdoler 
when thev allow themselves to be fooled and mhei 
they am instruc+erl to allow themselvw to b fooler: 
Tf nennle in 1947 n r a  re all^ serions about tliis aue: 
tion of rent restriction. let as hear in mind thal 
there were others in 1944 who c i d d  ~ L C U  furthw thm 
they and WWP more directly wipe1-n~d with thf 

alight of the pecple than they were. I f  the peo- 
ple who are moving h this matter now were so 
minded as to have supgorted us in 1944 when we did 
lot have the same numerical strength W we have 
IOW, we caould have compelled' the Government 
;hree years ago t6 introdwe legrslation to pu t  an 
md to t h k  evil, 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I a91 sorry if it should appear 
mparliaentery @at I should speak d t e r  the mver 
d the pwing of this A d d r m  and I apologise for, 
ioing W. I. wae absent qn the last c3cca~ion whea &he 
ad- warr bekg considered a d  I did n o t  wish to 
reep to  newspaper report as m aeaurate wmunt  
)i what was actmlly said. I should like LQ make zl 

few observations h conneckioa with %his matter. 1 
sm votlng for %his Address not beelsu~e I, an 
mdividual believe thtat it will do any good, but be- 
:awe I have discovered that  it is the wish of .the 
majority of my constituents. I have pledged m y ~ l i  
that wherever my own pewefial atfairs almb wltu 
Wise of my aomthituents, I will give in to them or 1 
shall resign iny mt. FOP t h e  i%%oaa I am voting 
for this Addrm. (A MENBEB: That is good). 
There are a few things which 1 8hoald like 'to make 
plailz. The passing of this Addr-ess ha% been moved 
by the h ~ n o n ~ a b l e  senior member for  St. Miohael 
and speeches as go forth from this Hoiise are report- 
ed. I think that i t  should be generally known that 
while I agree with the hoaomable senior rnentber for  
St. Michael that there are a couple of unscrupulous 
landlords, (Mr. COX: A c0uple8) not only in  t hqs  
parish but in the island, I understand the set-up 
of a Rent Restriction Board, the right is also given 
to those persons whose rents are very low to m a k ~  
application for an increa!e. That is what I should 
like people to know. 'I will makc statements of f u t  
@ad even you, Mr. Speaker, from the Chair can 
substantiate some of those statements. I will deal 
particularly with tenantries as I know them in St. 
Michael; I have gone outside my business activities 
in order to make a few facts known. Mr. Speaker9 
there are tenantries in this parish and you wiZl for- 
give me if I mention just a few of them-Manning's 
Village, Kensingkiton, Carrington's Village, 
field, Dleane's Village, Skeete's Land and Hindsbury. 
The honourable senior member for St. Michaei is 
quite right in saying that quite recently pumhases 
have been made and rents haye been increased; bow- 
ever, I make bold to say 18s a statemen$ of fact that, 
with the exception of .two recent pu~chases, the 
existing rents in the majority of tenantries in this 
parish have not been increased within the last 25 
pears, and the honourable member ean pmve that by 
just going to the people who collect rents. With 
respect to Kensington. it, is true to sa,y that tlrc 
sale of the land- 

Mr. SPEAKER: %%is WWe is gietkiazlg down 
to a que~tion of persanial*ty, one side saying that 
rents have been increased and the other side saying 
that they have not been increased. At the beginning 
the honourable member said that he  intends to vote 
for this Address ahd 1 ab not think &at it is a quedion 
now as to w h e t h r  Ilan?hra IaAn has i a c ~ e ~ d  hi3 
rent and landlord "B" has not increased his. 

MY. NOTTLRY : T tan 'Mfging 26 &W h~h.su~aMe 
members that-  

&. SPEAKER: 1 am m* the Banourable 
member to be as  brief as BB .o= 

Mr. MBTTLXY : What 1 want t o  make clear 
is this: while it is true to sap that there are a few 
unscrupulouq landlords, the majority of landlords 
have not increased their rent by one cent for the 
last 25 year<. A s  the honourable mover of the passing 
of the Address has mentioned certain names, 1 hope 



that, I will be given the latitude to mentioa a few 
tenantries in which, I am sure, the rents have not 
been increwd by one cent. 1 crave Your Honour S 

indulgence to point out that within recent months 
one or two pwple have been buying land with the 
object of getting the people off this land so t.hat they 
can get it for their own use. I hope never to make 
any statement in this House which can be challenged 
by anyone. I say with authority tbat the origimd 
ownem of the land have not ;ncreas& their r&s, bui 
Bhe p ~ p l s  who have baught the land have increase l 
them. The honourable seniar mbe~ far Sh. 
Michad referred jwt now to what is atl, illegal action 
by landlords. In  due course he will be ttdd that they 
are dealng very 3leg@y. Becau~e samebody puts a 
notice in your h a n h  telling you that your rent will 
Ije increased-- 

Mr. COX: I have more than 50 receipts here 
and I can show them to the honourable mernbe1.s 
if they want to see them. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : I that tbis is illegal 
actim. I only want ta say that while I am support 
ing the pawing Q€ thk Address because it Q, the 
msh of the majarity of my constituents, L definitely 
feel that ib  is bound to create some sort of hardshi!: 
on the great majority cf people whom the honour- 
able aenior memkr for St. Mlchael feels he will 
be helping. I agree that rent iestr'iction 1egislatio:l 
should haye in operation before. The position 
is that monej became cheap in Trinidad and pe0pi2 
who came to Barbad0s.w a place of rwort, offered very 
exhorbitant prices for houses ; there was also an intiux 
af businessmen coming here and ofYering five and six 
timm the price for bllsiness premises. If it is the wis!i 
of the people that there should be rent restriction leg- 
islation, none of their efeeted representatives could 
m l l y  have the temerity to oppose such a thing; but 
you mnst make it; clear to people what they must ex- 
peet. I suggest that there is p eutp of maney Bnoek- 
in$ about in the wo-id. If the hon. senior member 
for St. MSdael takes the s u e  interest in his econ- 

as .h his pdities, [Checn;) , he will & e m  ths: 
W long as there is money booking about, there is th:: 
tendeaey for the Barbadian to beoome indcpeiident 
He will want to own something. That in itself inns. 
show that yau must have fsnunet6ing better then a mere 
Rent Re~triction Bill. I ruggest to honourable mew- 
bers of the Government that before any Eent Restr~.:- 
tian Bill is iintrodueed, there should be introduced all 

amendment to the Landled and Tenant Bet. Anv. 
b d p  who is acquainted with this Aet will ngpreoiatc 
the fact that it is 95% if net in favour of thl~ 
I'andlwd, and that makes it verv difficult fog thc 
teaants to have an even "break". I would like 
honourable members to look at the matter in this waj ; 
3 property in 1940 cost "X", but ta-day the value of 
that property has increased. The cost of tranaporta- 
tim h- alm i n o W ;  aabpdy wonldt, think that he 
ctrnld get a ear ta take h ~ m  from Bridgetown to 
Bathsheba for $6 as was the case before the War. 
Ta-day the cost of tramportation to Bathsheha ill 
the same car the prewar cast of which was only $600') 
mwt  be $12 because the c h d f e u r  must be ~ a i t i  
more and the w e a ~  md tear is mare. I am bound 

port an Address of thk  nature; whenever 1 
is set a p - 4  p wgdnq t h b  far the more 

us-fiinded who wdl apprec~ate what I am say- 
iw--inveatigations are hoqnd b be made pnd i t  
will be discovered tht not on &I1 you have to % restrict house rent bat manv rrt er  things as well. 

I am supporting this Addrew with the fullest sense 
of responsibility because I have made the posi~ion 
dear to my constituents; they h o w  exactly wbat 
the position is going to be. W?& the minority 
of rents haye bren increased the majority have 
irot been touched Vith mspect to Carrlng- 
ton's Village, I am in the proud position to say that 
i n s  dealing with sellers d land by virtue of my 
calling and going into the value of &is tenmtry, the 
present owners of Carringtm's Village as Carring- 
ton's Village have not increas the rent by one cent. 

The qdestion that this A$- do now pass w8.s 
put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

' %he Address was passed. 
Mr. SPEAKER: I will ask the honourable senior 

member for St. Xchae; to present this Address. 
Mr. COX: As your Honour pleases. 
Mr. SPEAKER : I hope the House will take what 

I am saying now in the sense in which I &m saying it. 
There does seem to be a certaiu amount of jealousy 
amanp honourable members if a propositi~p whi J 
has been pat up some t h e  ago does not, see the light 
of day and one which subsequently comes f r a  
another direction is passed. The Pact that an h a -  
ourable member did not succeed in gett* hisr pre  
position through on a pxevious oaeasion is taken ae 
some reason for debate; but I think that it is r;a&w 
for the good of tbr: wmmunity to that $be pro- 
position goes through without any djfticul6y. 

TME AWQURNMENT 

The Order Paper having ben  k e d ,  
Mr. A R U S  : I bog moive that W BQW~ 

do aow adjourn to this dax week, '117th d w o f  
May. 1947, at twehe o'clock moon, 

Mr. SPRINGER : I beg h WC()& Ut, 
WILKINSQN : 1 thiqk tht  hanou~;&le 

memtrers would like a me&'s mew, I therefwe 
beg to move that the word "veek?? be deleted in 
order to substitute the word "fortnight" and that 
the figures and wards "27th dayv of Nay,1947" h de- 
letecl in order to substiintc the w ~ d s  m d  -&P, 

"3rd day of dune, 1947.'" 
Mr. WARD: I beg ta seoond that. 
The question &at the mrds awl &prw prapmed 

to be deleted stand part of &e m o t h  was put and 
resolved in the negative. 

A division was taken as faillow% :- 

l 
Ages  : Messm. RAWSAT, F. L WALCQTT, BRAMCII- 

ER, SMITH, COX, MAPP, SPIWQW, fend A ~ ~ l o s ~ - - 8 .  
Noes : Messrs. BUCKMAN, ~ A W ~ O R D ,  @K~NRR, 

TALMA, MQTTLFY, HAYNES, C746rl'. S.;.. A. W-~LCOT*~, 1 WILKINMIN and W A ~ - 1 0 .  
Xr SPEAKER : The question bm been reso1ved 

in the negative, eight hanourable membem vatin$ 
"Aye", and ten honourable membem voting "No". 
The qucstion I lOW is that the words isud fimres "3rd 
dav of June. 1947," be inserted in the blank 

1 created. Honourable members in favour of tbt  will , pleafe say "Aye", those against ivill please sly "Na'? 
I t h h k  the 'EAyes" have it. 

The question tbat this House da now ad;ioam 
to this day Portnight the 9rd af 3-, 1w, W a  
put and resolved in tbe afbmnt i~e  w&f!aut iai+aia@. 

The Ronse accoritingly sd$W'r& ta 
on Tuesday, $.he 3rd day of June, 194'7, at  t f fe l~e  
o'clock noon. 




