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House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL BEPORT) 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
p-. 

l't~esuay, 4th November, 1947. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Awembly 

met at 12 o'clock noon to-day. 

His Honour Mr. G. B. EVELYN (flpeakar), Hif 
Honour Mr. J. E.  T. BRANCKER (Deputy Llpeakir), 
Mr. J. T. C. RANSAY (Chairmm of Committees), 
Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, Nelssrs. A. E .  S. LEWISI, L. E. 
SMITH, M. E.  Cox, R. G. MOP, F. L. WUCOTT, D. A. 
F O S ~ R ,  C. E. TALMA, H. D. BLACKMAK, J. X. HATNES, 
B.A., V. C. GALE, and E. L. WARD. 

Prayers are read and Mr. MOTTLEY and Dr. 
W ~ O N  enter the House and take their seats. 

MINUTES. 
e 

The Minutes of the meeting whjkh was hdld on 
the 28th October, 1947, having befn circulated are 
taken as read and confirmed. 

DOCUMENT. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I have the honour to illform 
the Home that I have received a Statement of Rev- 
enue and Expndi ture  for the haIf year ended 30th 
September, 1947, f the Commisdoners of High- 
ways of the $a&sh 

mr .  AD&S : Mr. Speaker,--I have the honour 
to lay on the table of the House the following 
Papers :r 

R e ~ o r t  of the Department of Science and hgri- 
culture-for the year 1945--46. 

Report of the Harbour and Shipping Master's 
Department for the year 1946. 

r$ pf the Comptroller of Customs for the 
year 1946. *.$ . 

Stateme& of expenditure of the HouRng Board 
to the 30th of;~une;-1947. 

. . 
' PETITIONS. 

Mr. GALE: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to present a 
petition from the Bishop of Barbados and the Rector 

parish $f daint Wchael in the sal'd ir,!a::' 
g the House to pass a Bill authorising th:m t c  

sell Henry Norman Leacock and Arthur Spencer 
Bryden as %ruuete& of K e n h g t o n  Cricket Grounds 

4,888 sq. ft., of land adjoining the said Cricket 
Grounds and to apply the moneys arising from the 
&aid sale in effecting repairs to the house of the Curate 
of Saint Mary's Chapel. 

The petition is respectfully worded and I ask 
that i t  be taken as read. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to 
present a petitlion from the Committre of Manage- 
ment of The Barbadm Youth Movement praying th: 
House of Assembly to pass a Bill incorporating the 
Movement under the name of "The Barbados Youth 
Movement" and granting the movement the powers 
and authorities necessary to enable the movement to 
carry out the purposes for which (it has b e n  created 
and established. 

The lanqnage of this petition is respectful, tem- 
perate, and clecorous and I ask that it be taken as 
read. 

Both petitions are taken as read. 

NOTICES. 

Government Notices are given ag follows:-- 
Dr. CUIGXINS: Resolution to  place the sum 

of $5,159 a t  the dkposal of the Governor-in-Execu- 
tive Committee to  meet the cost: 

(a) of completing the construction and eqn;p- 
ping of the Materdity Hospital, estimated 
at S1,257 ; 

(b) of building quarters for the matron, esti- 
mated a t  &2,000 ; and 

(c) of recurring expenses until the 31st gf 
March, 1948, estimated a t  £1,902; 

Mr. ADAMS : Resolution to place the sum of 
5400 a t  the dispersal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to purchase three acres of land adjoining 
the Selah Boys' School m a play ground for the 
school a t  S125 an acre, and to meet thee legal and other 
expenses of the sale. 

Mr. ADAMS: Of my inbention to move the 
House into Committee of Supply a t  its next mee6'ing 
to consider the mon8ey Resolutiollls of ~vhich notice 
has jmt  been given. 

Other Notices are m follows :- 
Nr.  NOTTLEY: Of my intention to move the 

adjournment of the House later ill the day to d; "scuss 
the question of Fisheries. 

Mr. GALE : A Bill entitled thc Saint Vary's 
Ghape! (Curate Residence) Act, 1947. 

Mr. BRANCKER.: A Bill entitled "The Ear- 
bados Youth Movement Act, 1947." 



G2 HOUSE -- 
QUESTIONS. 

Mr. BHAXCKER.: To enquire of the Senior 
Xember of the Executive Committee present at  the 
next meeting of this House :- 

Whether Government has written to Commis- 
$ionens of Health of five parishes refuding to assist 
their respective parishes with a grant to cnable them 
to make realsonable inoreases in the remuneration of 
the Sanitary Inspectors of the Country Panishesl 

2. Whether Government is amar? of the exist- 
ing high rates of taxation in certain rural parishec of 
this Island, and the expr~ssed inability of parishion- 
ers thereof to pay an even higher rate? 

3. Will Government reconsider its decision not 
to provide additional grants as asked for above; bear- 
iing in mind particularly the recommendation in the 
memorandum of the C.M.O., that Government be 
responsible dor payment of the Chief, and the Senior 
Assistant Sanitary Inspectors of each parish ? 

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Smior 
Member of the Executive Committee present a t  the 
next meeting of thi2 House :- 

1. Whether attention of Government has been 
drawn to reports of meeting of the Barbados Bus 
Owners' Association recently published in the local 
press and the complaint made against the Depart- 
ment of Highways and Transport7 

2. Is  the Government making enqdry  into the 
justification or otherwise of such complaint? 

Mr. DOWDINQ enters the House and takes his 
seat. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME. 

On the motion of Mr. GALE, seconded by Mr. 
MOTTLEY, a Bill entitled the Saint Mary's Chapel 
(Curate Residence) Act, 1947 is read a first time. 

On :he motion of Mr. BRANCKER, seconded by 31r. 
BLACKMAN, a Bill entitled the Barbados Youth Move- 
ment Act, 1947, is read a first time. 

Mr. WILKINSON enters the House and takes hi. 
seat. 

GOVERNOR WILL ATTEND TO BECEIVE 
REPLY TO HIS  SPEECH. 

Mr. SPEAEER:  Before the Orders of the daq 
are called I should like to inform the House that 
His Excellency the Governor has intimated that he 
will remive the Reply of the House to his Speech a t  
2 o'clock to-day in the Council Chamber. 

TRIBUTE TO T H E  U T E  CANON FARRAR. 

Mr. WILKINSON : Mr. Speaker,-Before we 
proceed to the Orders of the day I crave your indulg- 
ence to make a few remarks in  respect of the late 
,Canon Farrar  who was for  many years Chaplain of 
thL House. You were a member of the House, Sir, 
during part  of that time and you know Canon Famar 
as well as I do and I do think-that every member of 
tbh  Home would like i t  recorded in the Minutes that 
we sympathize sincerely with his widow in th* irre 
parable loss which sh_s has sustained. Canon Farrar. 
during the time he was here, always !inspired one 
with the spirit of God. I remember attending a 
funeral in St. Lucy some years ago which was con- 
ducted by the late Canon Farrar  gnd a t  the conc11~- 
don of the performance of the funeral ritw I remark- 
ed to the then Bkhop-Hishop Bentley-that I haw 
never attended a funeral before which was conducted 
so sincerelv as was done hv the late Canon Famar on 
that occasion. I niove, air, that  this Home pasq a 
Resolution, a copy of which should be sent to his 

widow, expressing our aincere sympathy with her  
in  the l- she has sustained by the death of such 
an  ideal husband and charming father. 

&G. AD-: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to second 
the motion for the passing of the Resolution and 
although 1 did not know Canon Famar  for as long 
a time as the j d o r  member for St. James knew him 
I wish to say that my knowledge of him as Chaplain 
of the House and a Clergyman of the Anglicaq Church 
always made me respect him-I think it is not too 
much to use the word "revere"--as a. man of sterling 
worth and a true christiall gentleman. 

A t  the request of Mr.  SPEAK^, honourable mem- 
bers stand while they pass the Resolution. 

TRIBUTE TO T H E  LATE MR. G. C. NAHON. 

Dr. CUM'MINS : Mr. Speaker,-I rise to bring 
to the attention of this House the fact that Death has 
alao removed from this community Mr. Gcrald Clarke 
Mahon who was a t  one time a member of this House 
reprcsentjhg the constituency which I now have the 
honour to represent. The late Mr. Mahon I first 
knew about 1924 when we a t  the same time and for 
the first t'ime contested seats i11 the election in the 
parish of St. Thoma. His actions and behaviour, 
not only a t  that election but throughout the period 
in which I have had to deal d i th  him in politic-,, made 
me respect him a great deal. He was a man of few 
words but of sterling charaater,-a man who would 
not stoop, I am a r e ,  to do anything that he thought 
would bemnirch his honour and his character. Witll- 
out much more ado I beg to move that this House 
place on record its rsentiments in respect of the loss 
which this island has sustained through the deakh of 
Mr. Mahon and that a letter be written to his widow 
expressing our condolence with her in her sad 
bereavement. 

Mr. HAYNES : Mr. Speaker,-I rise to second 
the motion of the honourable member. I did not 
have the pleasure of sitting in the House of Amem- 
bly in the days when the late Mr. Gerdd Mahon 
represented the parish of St.  Thomas but as a n  
outsider T always used to admire his liberal out- 
bok and also the serious way in which he used ta 
undertake the scanning of the Government's expen- 
diture. The senior member for St. Thomas has put  
everything pretty fully and has left ve* little for  
me to say. Barbados, I feel, is the pooren for the 
passing of Mr. Gerald Mahon from among us. 

At the request of Mr. SPEAKER, honourable 
members stand while they pass the Resolution. 

COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER : The first'ardrer stands in the 
name of the honourable senior member for  St. 
Joseph,-To move the House into Committee of 
Supply to consider the grant of sums of money for  
the service of the colony. C 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. 
CUMMINS, Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the 
House goes into Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAT 
being in the Chair. 

e 

cow OF LIVING AULOWANCE TO HOSPI&L BOARD'S 

PENSIONERS 

Dr. CUnlMIlrjS : Mr. Chairman,-The first 
Resolution is for the sum of S400 to be granted to  / the Hospital Board to pay a cost of living allowancc 
to persons in receipt of pensions from the Board 
with effect from the 18th April, 1946, to and until 
the 31st March, 1948, as was d m e  in the of 
persons in receipt of pensions from the rn- 
ment. The rates, terms and conditions of the 
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allowance are based on those set out in Eesolution 
No. €42/1947 which authormed the payment. of a 

cost af living allowance to government pensioners. 
E beg to move that this Itesolution do now pass. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. WILKINSON: Of course, we all agree 

with this Resolution but I am wonderjng if there 
are any more of this nature to come. We do not 
view with favour-on this side of the table anyhow 

-these Resolutions coming h w n  in driblets. We 
have agreed to the principle of a cost of living al- 
lowance but I hope that the Government will assure 
us that this is the last of these Resolutions to come 
down. 

The question that the Resolution do now pass 
is put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

LEGAL EXPENSES RE PURCHASE OF S E W  STEAXERS'  
WAREHOUSE 

Mr. TALMA: The nest Resolution, Sir, is for 
the sum of S3360 to  pay the legal expenses amount- 
ing to S259, in respect of the purchase of the New 
Steamers'. Warehouse and to meet the rent of the 
Commsrcial Hall building at  the rate of &l00 per 

annum for one year from the 1st August, 1947. We 
are all conversant with the New Steamers' Ware- 
house which has been sold to the Government and 
honowlable members are also familiar with the 
legal process involved owing to the fact that under 

the Public Health Act i t  was not possible to con- 
vey this property in the usual manner. Specific 
performance prloceedings had to be taken in the 
Law Court and those, in themselves, caused the 
legal fees to be as substantial as they are-93259. 
That course was unavoidable owing to the provi- 
sions of the Public Health Act, so I beg to move 
that this Resolution do now pass. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
Mfl. HAYNES : Mr. Chairman,-I notice that 

according to the addendum most of this money is 
for legal expenses. I t  seems to me that this was 
,c. very expensive conveyance and I would like the 
honourable member to give us some more information. 
It looks to me an extraordinary thing that the 
Government without paying stamp duty had to pdny 

all this money to have that building transferred to 
it. 

Mr. WILKINSOX: Before the honourable 
member replies, perhaps he would be able to 
answer a t  the same time a query which I ;.hall put 
to him. I would like to h o w  if the Governmeut 
has come to any decision as to what is to be done 
with the ground floor of this building. I understand 
that when the original Resolution was passed to 
purchase this building, there was some talk of 
putting the Post Office on the ground floor but 
many members did not approve of that idea and 
we were informed that when the time came we 
would be notified as to the use to  which the ground 
floor would be put. I would like to know whether 
Government has yet come to any decision in the 
matter. 

Mr. TALX4:  Mr. Chairman,-Relative to t.he 
first nuestion by the senior membea for  St.  Andrew 
I attekpted to-explain in my opening remarks how 
this substantial amount of legal fees was anrived 
at .  I attempted to explain that owing to the provi- 
sions of the Public Health Act i t  was impossible 
for Masrs. Da Costa & Co., T~td., to hare earried 
through the sale out of Court. An action of 
specific performanoe was brought in the Court and 
that entsiled heavy expense by may of fenl, for 
Counsel and Solicitor. Had it not been foe the 
provisions of the Public Health Act which has 
many defects up  to now, it stands to reason that 

the Government might have effected a saving in  
~ e s p t c t  of the trancjfer of this building to I-. 
Relative to the question of the junior member for  
St. James I thought the honourable m:mber would 
be conversant by now with the fact that i t  is not 
the intention of the Government to put the Post 
Office on the ground floor of this building. Nego- 
tiations are on foot to find a suitable place for the 
Post Ofice but as far  as the downstains of this 
building is concerned, i t  will be leased to the same 
Nessrs. Da Costa & Co., Ltd. and thty will provide 
a section of i t  whereby a staircase will be erected 
on the southern end and it will be possible to 
utilize the upstairs as government offices. 

Nr.  CRAWFORD enters the House and takes his 
seat. 

Mr. NOTTLEY: In  other words, Nr. Chair- 
man, the reply which the senior membep for Christ 
Church has given really tells u s  that we are paying 
rhese legal fees as the result of the enactment of 
legislation which neither the lawyells nor anybody 
else can understand and which, I understand, the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies has instructed 
the Government to have amended. The hasty en- 
actment of the Public Health Act- 

The CHAIRMAN: I n7ant to tell the honour- 
able member that if he is going to discuss the l 

public Health Act in an adverse manner he has to 
move the repeal of it. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 have no intention to 
criticize the Act advmsely but the honourable 
member for Christ Church having stated the reasons 
for this expenditure it seems to me that I should 
be given the latitude to say, a t  least, that it would 
appear as though we are paykg  as :h: result of an 
- le t  which was hastily passed. 

The CHAIRMAN: You cannot criticize an  
Act which has been passed by the House-hastily or 
otherwise-unless you move for the repeal of that 
Act. 

Mr. NOTTLEY: Yes, Mr. Chairman, but the 
fact remains that we have to pay this expense as 
a result of the Government having had to go into 
Courit to obtain a, ruling in respect of legislation 
which was recently passed in the form of an 
amendment to the Public Health Act and if I un- 
derstand i t  correctly, even the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies has d ra~vn  to the attention of the 
Government that either the draughtsmanship or, the 
enactment of that legislation seems to be out of 
crder. 

Mr. UTILI<INSON: I do not think that the 
senior membeli for Christ Church quite understood 
me. His reply was in relation to the use to which 
the top floor of the building will be put. I quite 
understand that the top floor is to be used for 
government offices and that a staircase will be 
erected to enable people to get to those offices but 
what I want to know (is whether any decision has 
yet been arrived at  by the Government as to the 
use to which the ground floor will be put. 

The CHAIRMAN : The honourable member 
said that i t  will be leased to Messns. Da Costa L 
Co., Ltd. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I would like to know if the 
senior member for Christ Church can supply the 
House now or at  some future time with any infor- 
mation about the terms of the lease. I should like 
to tell him that there is good reason for  making 
that enquiry. 

Mr. TALMA: A11 the ground floor of the 
p r e m i ~ s  situate on the Whar'f and Parry Street in 
the City of Bridgetown, known as the New Steamers' 
i\7arehoase. exceDt the portion thereof in the south- 
eastern corner thereof arranged for by the partiw, 
will be retained by Da Costa & Co., Ltd., and the 



rciit will be a yearly rent a t  £500 on equal monthl? 
instalments of $541. 13. 4. payable on the last & 
of each month, beginning with the 3 1 s ~  ~ u g u i ; ~  
1947, the Company to pay also all rates, taxes and 
assessments imposed on the Company in  respect oi 
the said premises by way of occupancy and not t c  
make any strpctural alterations to the demisf 
~ r rmises  or any part thereof or to do any act, deed 
or thing whereby the said premises or any par1 
thereof may be injured. Those are the main term$ 
of the lease. I t  is the regulan type of lease that k 

.drawn up  in connection with business premises and 
if the junior member for  the City wants any fur. 
thefi information I would be quite willing to give 
him the various other terms which are really no1 
as material as the ones I have already outlined. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
is put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 
REIMBURSING MEMBERS OF THE BARBADOS EPI'GINEERIS( 

TRADE UNIT FOR LOSS OF C'WTHIYG 

Mr. ADAMS : The next Resolution, ;Mr. 
Chairman, is for the sum of g280 to meet the cost 
of reimbursing fourteen members of the Barbados 
Engineering Twde Unit for the loss of clothing as 
ii result of enemy action while proceeding to the 
United Kingdom to join His Majesty's Force>. A. 
will be seen from the addendum, the House has 
already passed a Resolution to pay seventeen mem- 
bers of this Unit for the kit that has been lost and 
recently the Governor-ln-Ex-e~~ii- e Coxmittee re- 
ceived an application from another member. Thir- 

' teen, however, have not made their claims and the 
rate of remuneration for this eighteenth member 
has been fixed a t  the rate-g20-already fixed by 
the House. I t  is a simple matter and I beg to 
aluvi. that the Resol-11:on do non- pass. 

Mr. BRANCKER: What strikes me about thia 
Resolution, Mr. Chairman, is that as long ago as 1942 
the amount of $520 each was regarded as adequate 
and the sum of S340 was voted by the House for 17 
members of this Unit. Well, if S 2 0  was an adequate 
sum to pay these people for the loss which they sus- 
tained in 1942, will that amount be sufficient to reim- 
burse them in 1947 for what they have lost? That 
is how the matter appears to me. I am not saying 
that we should give these people the actual amounts 
which they claimed but they should be put in a posi- 
tion to cover their loss at  the prices prevailing to-day 
because I am sure that there is hardly any article 
which is not costing more in 1947 than it cost in 1942. 
S am wondering whether the Government will not 
consider a proportionate increase in this amount. 

Mr. ADAMS: There is something in what the 
honourable member has said but the honourable mem- 
ber must remember that everybody's loss was not the 
S' me, the Governmrn-, con~:dwed what -,m$ an ade- 
quate amount to reimburse each member of the 
Unit who has suffered a loss of Bit and jt arnived at  
the conclusion that that amount should be $320. The 
honourable member's argument would really be des- 
tructive because, as I say, everybody's loss has not 
been the same. I think that point was raised in 1942 
when the first Resolution came down, and i t  was 
pointed out that the Government was giving no less 
than what a member of the unit claimed to be his 
loss. 

Mr. WARD: Although the senior member for 
St. Joseph has given a reasonable explanation I still 
agree with my colleague that this amount of S 2 0  
each which l n m  have been adequate in 1942 is not 
adequate in 1947. 

Mr. ADAMS: There was nothing to pmvent 
c-wrv member of the Unit who suffered loss from 
sending in his claim in 1942. The Govern- 

ment does not even know where some of these 
people are but i t  is asking that the money should be 
there in case the other thirteen send in  their claims. 
Two of these people died and the money has been 

3 
paid to their legal representatives. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass is 
put and resolved in  the affirmative without division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
TALMA, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of three 
Resolutions in Committee of Supply. 1 - 

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr. 
ADAMS, seconded by Mr. TALMA in  each case, the three 
Resolutions are read a first and a second time and 
are agreed to. 

THE QUARANTINE BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands in the 
name of the honourable senior member for St. 
Thornas,--Second reading of a Bill relating to quar- 
antine and similar matters. 

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker,-This Bill seeks 
to carry into effect certain recommendations made 
in the Report of the British West Indian Conference 
which W& held in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, in No- 
vember, 1943. The Bill is drafted along the lines of * the Draft Ordinance contained in the Report, except 
that clauses 12 to 17 inclusive, reproduce correspona- 
ing provisions of the Quarantine Act, 1909, with 
slight modification and that the Bill contains amend- 
ments which were necessitated by the concluding of 
the International Sanlitary Convention. 1944. and thr. 
International Sanitary convention for ~ e r i a l  Nav'- 
gation, 1944. The Bill is very long and i t  is hoped 
that the House is in such a mood as will permit us ts 
get through with i t  to-day. It is regrettable that all 
these clauses have to be read but we are hoping that 
in the not too far  distant future, provision will be 
made in the Rules which will enable us to get through 
a Eill of this nature as quickly as possible. I beg to 
move that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Bill be now read a second. 

time is put and resolved in the affirmative without 
livision. 

On the motion of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by Mr. 
TALMA, Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the House 
roes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. RAMSAY being in 
bhe Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN: I want to draw to the no- 
tice of the Committee that owing to the voluminoui; 
nature of this Bill, the Chairman proposes to have the 
entire Bill read and if any honourable member wishes 
to debate any particular clause he may do so when we 
?ome to that clause, if it is the desire of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no rule to permit all 
he clauses of the Bill to be read uninterruptedly in 
2ommittee and they will have to be read and passed 
:lause after clause. All we have is history and we 
11m1: to go by history LI*I?II  the. LZples are amrnded 
rhere is a Select Committee considering, a t  present, 
~mendments to the Rules and I have a suggestion 
o make to that Committee which will obviate the 
xcessity of having to yead every clause of a Bill of 
~ L S  nature. 

Clauses 1 and 2 are read and are a p e d  to. 
Clause 3. (1) For the purposes of this Act 

here shall be a Quarantine Authority. 
(2) The person for the time being holding 

he office of the Director of Medical Services shall be 
he Quarantine Authority. 

(3) The Governor may appoint 
(a)  such medical officers in the service 

of the Crown in this Island, as may 
from time to time be necessary, to 
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of this Act; 
(b) such other Health Officers, and 

such Visiting Officers as may from 
time to time be necessary for the 
purposes of this Act, who &all 
receive from the Public Treasury 
for the duties performed by them 
fees or allowances in accordance 
with a scale to be fixed by the (30~- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee and 
approved by resolution of the Leg- 
islature. 

(c) such quarantine guards and other 
employees and servants as may 
from time to time be necessary for 
the purposes of this Act who shall 
be remunerated from moneys to be 
provided from time to time by the 
Legislature for the purpose. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that that be 
Clause 3 of the Bill. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. WILKINSON: I do not quite understand 

the meaning of the word "guards" in line 1 of sub- 
paragraph (c) of paragraph 3 of this clause. There 
is no definition of "guards" and I would like to know 
if the wording of the sub-paragraph is all right. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I take it that the "quarantine 
guards" will be constables, for instance, who are 
posted to watch a ship. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I quite understand that. I t  
obviously means people who are sent alongside a ship 
to prevent others from going on board or landing. 
I am only wondering if the wording is all right. 
Anyhow, if the proper Authority is satisfied with it, 
I am too. 

The auestion that Clause 3 stand part of the 
Bill is and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

Clauses 4 and 5 are read and are agreed to. 
Dr. CUMMINS asks for and is granted leave to 

postpone the consideration of Clause 6 .  
Clauses 7 to 20 inclusive and Regulations 1 to 

54 inclusive are read and are passed. 
At this stage % p.m., Mr. SPEAKER resumes 8- 

Chair. 

PRESENTATION OF REPLY TO THE 
GOVERNOR'S SPEECH 

Mr. SPEAKER informs the House that he has 
received a Message from His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor that His Excellency is in the Council Chamber 
and awaits the House with their Address in reply to 
his speech. 

Mr. SPEAKER, and honourable members, ?re- 
ceded by the Marshal bearing the Mace, proceeded 
to  the Coundl Chamber and Mr. SPEAKER reads and 
delivers the Address of the House in reply to the 
speech which His Excellency delivered at the open- 
ing of the present legislative session. 

Mr. SPEAKER and honourable members return 
to their Chamber and Mr. SPEAKER qays :- 

I have the honour to inform the House that when 
the House attended His Excellency the Governor in 
the Council Chamber to present their Reply to the 
speech which His Excellency was pleased to deliver 
at the opening of the present legislative session, His 
Excellency was pleased to make a Rejoinder which I 
shall read :- 

Mr.  Xpeaker and Members of the House of  Assembly: 

I thank you for your Address in reply to the 
speech which I delivered at the opening of the Legis- 
lature on the 7th of October. 

2. I am grateful for your assurance that the 
many matters of importance which will be laid before 
you during this Session will receive your careful and 
sympathetic consideration. 

3. I note the expression of concern by the Hon- 
ourable House regarding a reduction in imports. My 
officers are fully alive to the need for selective restric- 
tion, and your representations will be borne in mind. 

HILARY BLOOD, 
Governor. 

It being after 2 p.m. Mr. SPEAKER adjourns th,e 
House until 2.45 p.m. in accordance with Rule 40 (a). 

SUSPENSION OF RULES 61 (A) AND 61 (B). 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,--I am suggesting 

that we agree to the suspension of ltules 61 (a)  and 
61 (b) so as to finish these very long bills. 
In  that case the Government will not a& for the 
suspension of these Rulw again next week. I ask 
leave to move the suspension of these Rulw. 
Let us get these very long bills out of the way. 

Mr. CRAWORD : I wanted to ask leave to 
deal with a Resolution urging a joint session of the 
two Houses af the Legislature for the purpose of 
considering the present dollar crisis and taking steps 
to deal with it. I understand also that another hon. 
member gave notice to-day of a motion with which 
he hoped to deal this afternoon-a motion which 
is of more importance than the Quarantine Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is whether leave 
should be granted the honourable member to move 
the suspension of the Rules or not. Objection having 
been taken, I shall have to put the question. The 
question is that leave be granted the honourable 
member to move the suspension of Rules 61 (a) and 
61 (b) for the purpqe of contrinuing Government 
Business. Honourable members in favour of that 
will please say "Aye", those against will please say 
"No." I think the "Ayes" have it. 

Mr. ADkVS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (a) 
be now suspended. 

Mr. COX seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (b) 
be now suspended. I should like to say that the 
motion for the suspension of Rule 61  (a) is merely 
formal because there are no replies to questioas ready. 
The whole object in moving the suspension of Rule 
61 (b) is to try and get these long Bills out of the 
way. I say again that the Government does not 
propose, if we get these Bills out of the way, to ask 
for the suspension of these Rules again next Tuesday. 
Such replies as are ready may be debated and 
Private Members' Busin= can be proceeded with. 

Mr. CRAWFOFtD: While I appreciate all that 
htas been said, the honourable senior memhr for 
the City gave notice of a motion in connection 
with fisheries-a vital article of food for the people 
of this co1ony-I-and from what I understand the 
matter is of considerable importance and the honour- 
able member was hoping to deal with i t  at 3.30 
o'clock this afternoon. Agah  I do not think that 
anybody would urge that the passing of the Quaran- 
tine Bill this afternoon is of more importance than 
taking practical steps to deal with the present dollar 
crisis. I think that most of us know that a meeting 
of the Barbados Chamber of Commerce is being h d d  
on Thursday to discuss what steps they will recom- 
mend should be taken, and it 16s but fitting that the 
bgislature should give a lead. Bearing .in mind the 
motion passed by the Other Place lmt Tuesday, lt is 



high time that both Houses of the Legislature get 
down to this question and do something about it. 
I apl therefore oppwing the motion for the suspen- 
sion of Rule 61 (b) . 

Mr. F. L. WBLCOTT: I be to second the 
motion for  the  usp pension of the i d e .  

The question that Rule 61 (b) be now suspended 
was put  and resolved in the ailkmative. 

A division was taken as follows :- 
Ayes: Dr. WILSON, Messrs. ~ S A Y ,  L E ~ ,  

BRANCELER, MAPP, SMITE, COX, F W T ~ ,  F. L. W&- 
COW, BDAXS, BUCKMAN, DOWDING, GALE, WARD and 
Dr. CUMMINS-15. 

N o s :  Messrs. CRAWFORD, MOTTLEY and 
HAYNES.-3. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been resolv- 
ed in  the affirmative, ilfteen honourable members 
voting "Aye," ailcl three honourable members voting 
"No." 

THE QUARANTINE BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: When the adjournment for 
lunch took place, the House was in Committee on t h ~  
Bill relating to quarantine and similar matters. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House 
resumed Committee on the Bill, Mr. RAMSAY being 
i n  the Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRMBN: When the House was in 
Committee on this Bill before the adjournment we 
had passed the Regulations of the first Schedule. 

The remaining Schedules and Regulations were 
read and passed. 

Dr. CUWNJNS : Mr. Chairman,-Earlier in the 
day I got permission to postpone Clause 6 and 1 
now beg to move that this Clause be reconsidered. 

Mr. BLACKMAN s w n d e d  the motion which 
was agreed to. 

Dr. CUMMINS: Sub-c lam 3 of this Clause 
reads as follows :- 

(3) The power to make rules under this section 
shall be without prejudice to any power to make regu- 
lakions under that sub-section may, for the purposes 
therein set that rules &all not have any force or 
effect if and to the extent that they are at any time 
inconsistent with any regulations in force by virtue 
of section five of this Act. 

I beg to move that all the words in line 3 of 
this Sub-clause except the first mcrd "under" be de- 
leted in order to insert the words "Section 5 of this 
Act vice ve*a ; provided. ' ' 

Mr. BLACKMAN seconded the motion which 
which agreed to. 

Clause 6 as amended was passed. 
On the motion of DT. CUMMINS, seconded by 

Mr. BLACKMAN, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing 
of the Bill in Committee with an amendment. 

The House resumed and Mr. SPEAKER reported 
accordingly. 

On motions of Dr. CU.MMINS, seconded by Mr. 
BLACKMAN in each case, the Bill was read a third 
time and passed. 

, REFRIGERATION O F  FISH DISCUSSED ON MOTION FOR 
ADJOURNMENT. . 

Mr. MOTTLEP: Mr. Speaker,- Befor* the 
consideration of further business is begun, I beg to 
move the adjournment of the House for five minutes 
i n  order to speak on a matter in  connection with 
-fisheries. 1 should like to say that a result of thz 
fishing Regulatrions passed by this House, as a r ~ s u l t  
s f  the austerity campaign now being launched :n 
Barbados, I met a representative gathering of fisher- 
men and p r s e n t  with them was the Fishery Officer. 
After several matters had been discussed, some T7er;- 
startling information which was confirmed by th? 

Government Fishery Officer was brought t o  my notice, 
and I think it is right for  me to bring it to the 
notice of the Government and the House.. When I 
shall have given the facts, I cannot see any member 
of this House not being surprises and not willing to 
do all that is necessary to assist in the matter. It has 
been revealed that in these days of hardsh~~p priva- 
tion and want - in these days when food can hardly 
be obtained a t  any price a t  ail - within recent 
months 13,000 &h have been caught and thrown back 
into the sea. ( A  MEMBER: Why?) The facts ham 
been confirmed by the Fishery Officer; in two 
nights 7,000 fish have been thrown back into the sea. 
Someone on that side of the Table wants to know why 
that has bleen done. Of course, i t  must be fairly 
obvious to the most ignorant that I would have had 
to obtain the reasons for such a thing having been 
done so as  to apprise the Rouse of them. It must be 
borne in mind that the Government has, not made 
any arrangements for the refrigeration of fish and 
our means of fishing are still primitive. Our fishing 
boats go out to sea and the9 are dependent purely 
upon the \rind for returning. Sometimes fishermen 

between 11 o'clock at  night and 1 o'clock next 
m ~ r n i n g  and after making a very handsome catch, 
after very hard work to catch several thousand fish, 
they find that people are asleep; then the existing 
Regu1atq;ons state that fish cannot be carried about 
and sold after a certain time, sfter they have bekn 
ashore for s certain time and the fishermen find it 
very difficult to dispose of their fish. Consequently 
the fish become spoiled and they either have to 
be made into manure for which no means are being 
osered in this colony, or be thrown back into the Tea. 
I do not want to raise any unnecessary alarm about 
this matter as I have already said in this House, but  
surely the gentleman responsible for the administra- 
tion of the Government should welcome this informa- 
tion and do all in their power to remedy this state 
of affairs. Someone might ask: how can this state 
of affairs be remedied? Before: I get to  that point, I 
think i t  is non-controversial to say that when fish 
are brought ashore and there is nobody to buy them, 
they spoil very quickly unless facilities for refrig- 
eraion are provided for them. A fact which has 
also been brought to my notice is that i t  is difficult 
for any appreciable number of fishermen to get ac- 
commodation for fish a t  any of the local ice factories. 
As honourable members Imow, there is a refrigerat- 
ing plant at the Public Market which is closed down 
verv early in the afternoon and I am told by  the 
Fishery Officer that that plant cannot supply saffi- 
cient refrigerati'on in order to preserve fish for huma-1 
consumption. This is not a question of playing poli- 
tics: this is a question which should concern every 
single member of this House, and it only remains 
for a suggestion to be made - a suggestion which 
one feels is in the interest of dl concerned. We 
know that quite recently the South Caribbean Forces 
were withdrawn from this colony and i t  has been 
brought to my notice that they used the cold 
storage department of the Barbados Ice Faetory 
which could freeze down to 20 degrees. I feel in 
view of the fact that only last week we passed under 
the subsidisation scheme a large sum of money to su'3- 
Bdise Canadian fishermen, i t  would not be asking too 
much of this Government to rent that department of 
the Ice Factory and make the necessary arrangements 
wherebp fishermen from all over the island can have 
their fish stored free of charge. I say free of charge 
because I know that there are certain capitalists in  
the fishing business who have actually made applica- 
tion to the Control Authorities to be allowed to get 
d o m  refrigerating plants for this pwpose. I am 



told with some authority that .this application has 
been turned down because the plants must come from 
the Unlted States of America or Canada. It seems 
ro me that when people who have money a t  their 
disposal to get down refrigerating plad~ts make ar- 
rangemnets with the local ice factories to have their 
fish placed in cold storage m against a number of 
fishing boat owners and &hermen in this island who 
would never have such favours granted to them, I 
think it would be well for the Government to  takie im- 
mediate stcps to put into effect the suggestion mhieh 
1 have made. I am not criticising any indiviciual 
or any Government; but I say that i t  is practically 
criminal to stand here and allow &h to the number 
of 13,000 to be thrown back into the sea after the 
fishermen have worked in the weather to bring them 
ashore. More esp~cially is thin so xhen you reali e 
&at in St. Michael with a popv.lutioi1 cf nearly 3'3,C31j, 
~;t is a most pathetic sight to s ~ e  people trying to get 
fi\h and willing to pay any price for them. I feel that 
I have not exaggerated the matter in any way. I say 
that the gentlemen who are respo&ble to the Gov- 
ernment in this House should in no uncertain terms 
express the Government's view of the matter either in 
one way or in the other. I say that within twenty- 
four hours with the type of Government which we 
have, arrangements should be made to offer some 
means of preserving this important food for the 
people of this colony. After ajl, there is a t  least one 
commodity that we are able to get locally and that 
is fish. I hope that what I have said will tie taken in 
good faith and acted upon. I h<ope i t  will not be 
taken as any political splashing; this is one of those 
things which those of us who really keep in touch 
with the people and know something of the people 
-not those who pretend to keep in touch with the 
neople-are willing to have done. Before I sit down, 
let me issue a warning: all i& not well with the 
fishing industry. I t  would be well for the Oovern- 
merit to make some investigation and see what is 
n-rong. I hope that the remarks vhich T have made 
r i l l  not fall On deaf ears. 

Mr. GALE: I beg tb second the motion of the 
hohourable senior member for the City with regard 
to this matter of the fishjng industry. It keno 
doubt rather astounding to hear that there is a scarc- 
ity of food and fish have to be thrown &way. E v w -  
thing should certainly be done in order to obviate 
this state of affairs. T h ~ e  can be no doubt that our 
fishing industry is still being carried out in a some- 
yhat primitive way ; we have liot got any cold storage 
facilities for fishermen who bring in their fish late in 
the evening so that the Bsh can be made marketable. 
T h ~ e  is no place where they can be kept until the 
next day, and I quite azree with the Bondura'ble 
senior member for the City that something should be 
done to prevent this waste of very valuable food in 
t h t s ~  days. As the honourable member hbs suggested, 
there is a certain space at the ice factory which was 
used by the military people s s  cold storage for 
their supplies and that space could be used to as- 
sist in this matter. I have no doubt that now that 
this matter has been 'brought forcibly to the atten- 
tion of the Government. they will take steps to 
remedv the situation. I mould like to noint out 
tha t  the matter is not one which can be edsilv handled 
because if fish which are not properly cleaned are 
put in cold storage and then taken out and hawked 
about the streets, they are likely to bn spoiled. Tf 
come arrangements can be made for t h * ~  fish to be 
sold direct from the roll ~ tomge 'b'lt wo.drX be 
very much better for the ~ubl ic .  I will not detain 
the Rouse any longer; the honourable senior member 
for the City has brought this question verv forcibly 

tefore the House and I only rose to support him as 
. also had an internew with the Fishery Office re&- 
erciay and he cobfirmed what the honourable member 
ms told the House to-Udy. 

ivlr. hLcA1MLdBY: I ,arit nos speahug on this mo- 
ron from a poliziCb1 mndpojnt; I am throwing out 

r warning. 1 am calling upon the membery, of this 
3ouse to draw on their mtelligence. the surface 
m ordinary question has bleen put forward asking 
hat something be done to preserve fish instedd of 
laving them thrown away; but I should lik? to point 
:ut that if we are not very careful with this refrige- 
ration business if and when it is scarted, I£' people 
rre allowed to hawk fish along the street after the 
&h have ljeen taken from the cold storage! we may 
lave one-tenth of the popnl&i6% of this island wiped 
)ut overnight as a result of ptomaine poison. I h 
&sking the Government to get some scientific b o w -  
ledge in this matter before thty attempt to put fish, 
-lying fsh  in particular, in cold storage. I have not 
Eorgotten what the late honourable junior member 
for the City, Mr. Peirce, told us from his seat in 
,his House, namely, that he had .made enquiries, in 
Canada and America and i t  was found very diffivult 
to handle flying &-h #here cold storage was concern 
:d. I say : do not let us &art this business until 
we get some scientific knowledge about it, otherwise 
many people will be killed from ptomaine poison. 

Mr. TALMB: I must say that I feel very grate- 
ful in having a matter such as this brought to the 
sttention of the Government. 9 can assure honour- 
a'ble members that the matter will receive the im- 
mediate attention of the Government. I need hardly 
remind honourable members that I happen to be 
one of those persons who are interested in the wel- 
fare of the fishermen. (Hear, hear). I have fought 
for the fishermen.not only in this House but outside 
the House and I have actually got reiults. If  I 
took an interest in the 6shermen when I first entered 
this Chamber, it stands to reason that now I have an  
opportunity to do something constructive for them, 
I &all not leave any stone unturned in that direction. 
Ifonourable members will remember that I had an 
Address passed asking for the erection of a fish market 
at Oistin about two or three years ago; not only did 
O i ~ t i n ' ~  Town secure a fish market and reflSgeration 
will be supplied, but Speightstown will also receive 
aimilar treatment. That has been agreed upon and 
within a short time actual work will be started. The 
suggestion which has been made by the honourahle 
senior member for the Citv is an ideal one and 
apparently a most practical one i n m u c h  as it 
has proved to be anccesaful. If the OoveypmBnt 
implement that suggestion there will not be any 
loss either to the fishermen or to the community 
as a whole. I also assclre the honourable membar 
that I will do my untmust in that respect. I also 
assure the honourable junior member for St. Peter 
that we will bear in mind his sound advice; we will 
make investigations and ascertain whether his state- 
ment relative to the refnigeration of flying fish is 
really the ease or not. (A  MEMEER: It is correct). 
None of us happem ta be an expert in a mattm of 
this nature but we can get expert advice relative to 
it. I give the honourable member the assurance that 
a thorough investigation will be made to see that no 
harm or danger will be cwated to the community in 
this matter. 

Mr. L'EWIS : There are one or two aspects of this 
matter which call for some comment. We have had a 
Fishery Officer here for some time and fish have been 
thrown away; suggestions have been made and aF; 

far as  we know the Gov~rnment is hearing about thiq 
matter ior the first time. That is one aspect of 
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the matter. The next aspect is that  we claim to be 
keeping in  touch with the people from day to day 
and it is only because some W n g  Regulations have 
been passed, and honourable members have been 
pointing out that they have been passed, that they 
get to know anything about fish being thrown away, 
cold storage or anything else. This is a very serious 
matter because if the Regulations had not been 
passed we would not have known anything about the 
throwing away of fish. The honourable junior 
member for St. Wchael only had his interview yes- 
terday and fish have been thrown away ever since. 
While I commend those honourable members for 
having brought thts matter to the attention of the 
Government, I mould like the Government to under- 
stand that if the fishing Regulations had not be.n 
passed they would not have heard anything about 
the matter at all. The Regulations have been in 
force since the 1st of July, 1947, and they take effect 
until they are approved by this House. A serious 
state of affairs ha3 been revealed here to-day. I 
think it was the duty of the Fishery Officer to bring 
this matter to the attention of the Government ~ i s h  

Is a question of inkrest or otherwise we have come 
across this matter purely bp accident, and we rhould 
be honest enough to admit that. 

Mr. HAYNES: I was a t  t b  point of raising 
the matter as i t  has been raised by the honourable 
junior member for  the City, specially the point in 
connection with the Fishery Officer not revealing these 
facts. Most of us have seen the advertisement in 
the daily "Advoaate" that refrigerators were 
to be sold by the Army command at the Garrison 
when they were closing down. Such refrigerators 
could have bean purchased by the Government and 
placed at  ~ a r i o u s  vantage points, perhaps like 
Speightstown and Holetown. I understand that 
these refrigerators are gmolene operated. Instead 
of this being done, this Ofleer and his Board 
sat down and allowed these refrigerators to be sold to a 
certain hotel for scrap-iron prices and the fishing 
industry has not been benfited from that. This is 
only one instance of a Government Department where 
they sit down and let things fall to the ground and 
take no actrion whatsoever. I am really tired of mak- 
ing such comments in this House. We are continually 
voting money for various matters and nothing is done 
in  this matter simply because the Head<\ of these 
Departments, well i t  is the Fishery Officer in this case, 
are either not interested or they do not take the trou- 
ble to keep their businem in front of them. If  they 
were private individ~lals running these concerns I am 
sure that they would take particular pains and bring 
them things to the notice of their Board but they 
cannot bring them to the notice of the Go~ernment. 
1 think it is unfortunate for the Governnltnt if they 
allow these th'ings to pass unheeded. 

in not bninging the matter to the notice of the 
Government. It should not be left to a member! 
of this House to bring this matter t o  the notice of 
the Government when we have a n  individual paid 
by  the people of this idand to look after the fishing 
industry of the island. We have recently passed 
Regulations controlling the fishing industry and it  
is very hard on these M e r m e n  for  us to compel 
them to do certain things when the Government k 
doing nothing at all to assist them after they have 
performed a very strenuous day's work in catching 
&h. I know that things are not well with the fishing 
industry because I have been approached by fisher- 
men in my distriot and they are not a t  all satisfied 
with ceqtain Regulatiopis; they have asked that 
my colleague and I meet the Fishery Officer and 
have certain things explained. I feel that we have 
simply created a post to no benefit to the people a t  
all: and if these conditions continue we will be gokg  
backward instead of going forward. Unless we can 
d o  something to assist the fishermen of this colony, 
anless we t ry  and enable them to market their fish 
we will be doing them harm. With regard to the 

the whole question should be gone into very carefully 
lest we arrive a t  any rash deciqion and let us see 
if we can really do something for the good of the 
fishermen and save food from b4ng wasted in thew 
hard times which stare the island in the face. 

Mr. COX: I do not feel that the solution for 
this problem is to put  the fish in any cold storage. I 
havs always said, and I repeat i t  again, that what 
we suffer from is the lack of the pmper distribn- 
tion of the fish. When fish are caught the Govern- 
meet should make i t  their duty to transport such 
fish to various centres where people will meet 
to purchase them. That is what is needed. If you 
put fish in  cold storage in, the City during the nicth! 
you will find that next morning you will be distri- 
buting them in the parish of St. Michael and may be 
some parts of Christ Church, but not in  the parishes 
of St. George and St. Thomas etc. I cannot see how 
that can solve the problem. I know that people would 
be glad to get fish a t  the time when they are being 
thrown away. I repeat that the best method of 
dealing with this matter is to have centres to which 
the fish can be transported and people can make 
purchases of them. 

,Vr'. F. L. WALCOTT : I agree with this laud- 
sble venture but there is something which stinks- 
not the fish on this occasion. We ha\-e here a kind of 
ministerial set-up ; we have just passed Regulations 
dealing with the fishing industry and what I am sur- 
prised about is that t h ~  Fishery Officer, a Govern- 
ment Officer, can go on a stage with the honourable 
senior member for the City and say something abow 
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Nr.  MOTTLEY: On a point of order. I n  
fairness to' the Government Officer I should like to 
say that he did not come to me: I went to him 
in order to confirm my facts. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : The senior, member for 
the City went to the Fishery Officer and the Fishery 
Officer went with him to meet the fishermen. The 
Fishery Officer is giving him this information no. 
for the use of politics but  to inform the public that 
there is this serious situation existing. The situation 
is a very serious one and neither the honourable senior 
member for St.  Joseph who is the Leader of this 
I-Iouse, nor the honomable senior member for  Christ 
Church who is in  charge of matter8 relating to 
fisheries in this IIouse, knows anything at all about 
! Any normal person can see that there is some 
thing sinister about this situation because, obviously, 
any Government Officer should make it his duty 
from a departmental point of view to let the member 
of this House who is in charge of matters relating to 
his particular department know about any situation 
relating to that department. It has been said that thi. 
serious situation was existing not last week but for 
some time. m y  is i t  then that  the Fishery Offiozr 
did not draw that to the attention of the Government? 
You can obviously see what the position is: imagine 
that you had a business with which somchhing went 
wrong and the manager of that business does not tell 
you that something has gone wrong bu t  you hear that 
from outside! This is a serious matter, Of course 
I do not blame the honourable senior member for the 
City for making as much use as he can of any officer 
of a department : I will do the same thing myself ; but 
I repeat, this Government Officer should have in- 
formed the Goverpment of this serious situation. WC 
have Dr. Saint who is a membeq of the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee and the Head of the Agricul- 
tural Department and the Fishery Department and 
there is no evidence to prove that he knows anything 
about this situation: the people who have agreed on 
a policy do not know anything about it and how can 
3ou have a Government Department w o r k i q  like 
this? It would seem as if there is some sabotage and 
I say that i t  is aserious state of affairs on the' part 
of any Government Officer who can tell a politician 
that something is wrong in  a particular department 
but does not tell it to the member of the Government 
who is in charge of matters relating to that depart- 
ment. With regard to this question of gctting a re 
frrigerating plant, some people when i t  suits them 
like to bring in everybody an41 talk about the people : 
but I like to be consistent. By that  I mean that 
while I would like to have this plant so as to pre- 
serve the fish for the people, I would really like t c  
see the people gettnng the fish, not the fish bein; 
taken out of cold storage and sent to the hotels. Eveu 
now there is a shortage of fish but only in respecl 
of certain people and we do not want this plant f o ~  
the benefit of people who are not getting as much fisk 
as they u e d  to get while other people are not gettins 
any at all. There are approximately 75,000 ~eopl t  
in the parish of St. Michael and in this matter oj 
refrigeration you cannot destroy the argument tha 
provision will have to be made with respect to certai~ 
areas so that the people in those areas will be able t t  
get fish. I do not care anything about this mattel 
having been made a matter of political p&ority b: 
the honourable senior for the City, but  I say tha  
i t  is a sad state of dairs and f a r  from being right-- 
1 am not now defending the honourable senior mem 
be@ for Christ Church because I feel that he is quit1 
capable of defending himself-for an honourabl 
member to accuse the Clovernment of not doing an 
thing from information which he has received fron 
a Government Officer when that Government Office 

as not given that  information to the propeq quarter. 
'hat seems to be a bit of sabotage. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am very grateful that 
pparently the time has come _ when the people of 
his colony have made u p  t h a r  minds to return to 
his Chamber members who are capable of apppeciat- 
ng a point at issue, and who when they rise from 
heir seats will be capable of making some valuable 
ontribution to the point under debate. Apart from 
he diarrhoea of irrelevancies to which we have just 
lstened by the honourable member who has just sat 
.own the honourable member knows nothing a t  all 
bout the matter under discussion but who, in  his 
mxiety to say something, not only betrayed his 
gnorance of the matter but- 

Mr' SPEAKER' : I think that the honourable 
nember can discuss the matter without casting any 
eflection on or making remarksi about other honour- 
11e members. 

. Mr. CRAWFORD : The honourable member 
;ot only betrayed his ignorance of the matter but he 
mjustifiably censured the Fishery Officer. The 
Gshery Offker did repoat the matter to the Control 
3oard and where is the justification for claiming that 
heue is any sabotage ? The honourable senior mm- 
)er for St.  Joseph is a member of the Control: Board 
md i t  should be within his knowledge by now as to 
rhether this matter has been reported to the Control 
3oand or not. The Fishery Officer has said that he 
,eported the matter to the proper authorities. The 
2olonial Office, the people of this colony and I will 
be glad to know that Barbados has ministerial re- 
ponsibility ; we have never had it befde .  The honour 
lble senior member for St. Peter has said i n  effect 
hat if a Government Officer has any complaint to 
nake he must carry that complaint to a member of 
his House and not to the Head of his particular) 
Department. The honourable membkr means that 
he Government Officer in  this case should have 
larried this complaint toi the honourable senior mem- 
b e r  for Christ Church who has some connection 
vith the Government. I presume that the honourable 
;enior member for Christ Church- 
W.  TALMA: I would like to get an explanation 
"om the honourable member- 

Mr. SPEAKER:  Are you making an  explana- 
:ion ? 

Mr. TALMA : The honourable member has in- 
timated that I am a member of the Government and 
that I; am in some way connected with fisheries. 

&fr. CRAWFORD: I did not say that. I said 
that the honourable member has some connection 
~ i t h  the G o v e m e n t .  I presume that  the honourable 
member, speaking as a result of that connection with 
the Government, expressed gratification to the 
honourable senior member for  the City for having 
brought this matter to the attention of .the Govern- 
ment. I feel that this matter which has been exposed 
here today is of considerable importance to the people 
of this colony, that is why a t  an earlier stage I 
attempted to get honourlable members to agree to 
have the matter discussed; and if the honoumble 
senior member for the City had not shown his 
practical knowledge of the pro~e~dure  in  this House 
and taken advantage of a motion for adjournment to 
discuss the matter, it would not Ipve been ventilated 
a t  all. I was amazed to hear the honourable junior 
m m b e r  fon the City say that  he  hopes the %hermen 
will not be fooled by our claiming that we keep in 
touch with them because if t& Regulations had not 
been passed we would not have heard anything about 
this matter at all. Nobody in  his right senses, and I 
am sum the fishermen will not xcept that merely be- 
cause an individual is a member of this House he has 
to maintain constant contact with them or  any group 



of people in this country; but if the Legislature pass 
Regulations which deal with a pa-hicuiar type of 
individuals what is more reasonable than to expect 
that a member of this House who is interested in 
these individuals will get among them and discuss the 
Regulations with them and find out whether or not 
the operation of those Regulations will work any 
hardship on them 1 I n  other words, there was nothing 
to prevent the honourable junior member for the 
City, if he wants to imply that he is also interested 
in the fishermen, from doing what his colleague has 
done: that is to say if fishing Regulations have been 
passed and there was something affecting the fisher- 
men, he could go to the fishermen and ask them- 

Mr. LEWIS: On a point of explanation. This 
is not a Department which was neglected; we 
have a Fishery Officer there. These Regulations 
were in force from the 1st day of July this year) and 
the honourable member should know that. When 
these Regulations were actually passed by this House, 
they wene in operation for some months and nobody 
seemed to know anything about the situation existing 
with the fishermen until the E2gulations were sanc- 
tioned by this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We are getting away from 
the point; we are only now having a passage of 
words. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : If demarks have been used 
we should be able to reply to them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I, agree but you can make that 
reply very short. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : The honourable senior mem- 
ber for the City is not a member of the Government 
and the first time he saw the Regulations was when 
they were to be discussed in this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hop@ the honourable member 
will keep to the point. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I appreciate Your Honour's 
ruling and I shall be as brief as possible. I just want 
to obserlve finally that the information given by the 
honourable senior member for the City is of such 
vital importance to the people of this colony especial- 
ly at the present time, that no time should be lost by 
the responsible authorities in putting into effect the 
~uggestion of the honourable member. It is unfair 
and unwarmnted to see sabotage or anything sinister 
in the remarks of an honourable member who at. 
tempts to bring any matter to the notice of the Gov. 
ernment unless he belongs to a particular camp or 
group. Honourable members should not from their 
seats in this Chamber attempt to go out of the way 
to accuse Government officials of unfair practices 
or consort with other honourable members in aziy 
sinister plot when they' h o w  nothing about the facts. 
1 repeat that the Fishery Officer, so far as I have been 
informed, has attempted to discharge his duties be- 
cause he h'as reported this matter to the Control 
Board. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I should like a member of tlie 
Government to say something on behalf of the Fish- - 
erg Officer. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I will attempt to bring back 
this debate to the point from which it started. The 
honourable senior member for the City has told us 
that he has been informed that a certain number 
of flying fish and other fish had to be thrown back 
into the sea, and that is something which you, Mr. 
Speaker, and all of us will agree is very &grettable 
in these times when there is a scarcity of food. I can- 
not blame the Fishery Officer as I believe that he 
has made some recommendation. I should like to 
know what would be the use of a refrigerator say, at 
Oistin's Town when you have Rsh coming in, at mid- 
night? The solution of this problem is not an easy 
one. If fish are put in refrigerators and are taken 
out and hawked about the country they will become 
r,ery dangerous as Your Honour knows. It seems tn 

me that this is a matter in which the Goverpment 
c a n  help and free enterprise should come in. What 
we wally want is cold storage for fish a t  several 
points about the country; we want the means to tram- 
port fish which come in betwe.en midniglit and l 
o'clock in the morning to those points and we also 
want the means of transporting the fish to shops 
about the country where t h e ~ e  will be small 
lefrigerators; otherwise I see a great danger iq 
keeping fish in cold storage in Bridgetown. That 
],light be all right for people who live near the town, 
but if private enterprise is allowed to run this busi- 
ness, they would have to get the fish from one cold 
storage to the other. If you talk about selling the 
the fish wholesale to the hawkers after they have 
been taken out of cold storage I think it would be 
preferable to dump the fish into the sea. I cannot 
see that the Fishery Officer is to be blamed in this 
matter at all. I do think that ha must have reported 
that fish have been dumped into the sea and that has 
been going on for years as we know. 

Mr. NOTTLEP: At least the persons who are 
constitutionally responsible in this matter shouli! 
make some remarks,' but before that is done I should 
just like to reply briefly to a few r'emarks which have 
been made by some honourable members. It must 
be obvious by now to the inhabitants of this colony 
that during my brief stay in this House I have really 
tried to bridge a gap. But Sir, the mentality- 

Mri. SPEAKER : I do not think that the honour- 
able member should bring that into the debate. 

Mr. MOTTLEP: After hearing the honourable 
benior member for St. Peter speak about sabotage I 
crave Your Honour's indulgence to allow me to clear 
not only myself but also the Fishery Officer. That 
is my position, Sir, and my colleague who cannot 
help at any time showing his malice and ill feeling- 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member ha3 
no right to impute those motives to other honourable 
members and I ask him to withdqaw those remarks. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : I beg to withdraw the remarks 
Sir, I have never accused any member of this Gov- 
ernment or of any fol'mer Government of anything; 
but in good faith I brought this matter to the notice 
&the House and to the notice of the Prime Minister 
mtside this House. What would have been easier 
than for me to play politics and call a meeting in 
Queen's Park and say: "You have a Labour Gov- 
xhment and they allow people to throw away fish." 
It is not my intention to play politics with the peo- 
ple's food. I told the Leader of the House that in 
liscussing the Regulations with the fishermen they 
;aid that a hardship had been inflicted upon them 
and I tried to point out t h a t  

311% SPE-4KEK: The honourable member is 
lefending a position which he has taken up  and I do 
lot think that anybody is questioning his motives. 
The honourable senior member for St. Peter ques- 
tioned why the Fishery Officer did not bring the mat- 
er to the notice of the Government. 

Mr. &!tOTTLEP: The honourable member dis- 
-inctly said that something stinks and if, was not the 
ish. I am a membe~ of this Eouse not at the will of 
,he honourable senior member for St. Peter or a t  the 
pill of his Party, and it is my duty to ask any ques- 
ion I like to ask. I a m  ashamed to see that the 
ninds of some honourable members have not $sen 
with their bodies to this Chamlier. As far as man- 
iers are concerned, a lot can be learnt from this side 
,f the Table. It is regrettable that honourable 
nembers should lose their temper. What is the 
losition? You pass a Fishing Industry Control 
Pct giving the Governor-in-Executive Committee the 
lower to m&e Regulations and for the benefit of the 
honourable junior member for the Oity who thinks 
hat he is the educationalist in this House and know 
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everything, I should like to say that the Leadel 
of the House distinctly made it clear that those Reg- 
ulations cannot be amended without the approval of 
the Attorney General. If the honourable junior 
member for the City is adopting a Jekyll and Hydc 
attitude- 

Mr. LEWIS: I would just like to offer\ an ex- 
planation.1 never said anything about amending t h ~  
%gulations; I pointed out that they were in force 
before they came belore this House. Even if they 
were rejected by the House that would be without 
prejudice to anything done un4er them. 

Mr. SPEAKER I do not see that thera is any 
necessity of bandying words across the Table. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I have brought a matter to the 
notice of the Government and I have done so in good 
faith. It is unfortunate that honourable members 
have seen fit to make accusations and say stupid 
things. If honourable members had not talked. 
about sabotage and  bout people not being interested 
in the fishermen until the Regulations were passed 
by this House, I would have made my motion, sat 
down and would have taken it fo1.r granted that the 
Leader of the House would put into operation what 
he told me privately. There is nobody who can 
deny that my interest is so bound up with that of 
the fishermen that I cannot] get away from it even if 
I would like to do so. Unlike my colleague, my in- 
terest i bound up with that of the fishermen. I am 
uot a member of the Parties which form the Cloverto- 
ment, hence I cannot get any inside information. i 
represent the City of Bridgetown and as one who is 
interested in the fishermen, they get in touch with 
me quite easily. There is no necessity foq red tape 
to get in touch with me and I was asked to discuss 
the Regulations with the fishermen. I n  discussing 
the Regulations-if this will help honourable mem- 
bers-I noticed that there is a misunderstanding 
among fishing-boat owners and they are approaching 
the Goverment in the matter. I like to be above 
board ; I told them that the Regulations were in their 
interest but eertain amendments werd necessary. 
It is no fault of mine that they did not approach the 
honcurable junior member for the City: the position 
is that in discussing the Regulations certain facts 
were revealed to me and I think it is my duty 
bring them before thid House. As to the suggestion 
which I made, I know that the honourable senior 
member for St. Michael will always oppose 
anything from this side of the Table. So much 
for his limitations. I know that there is a 
bye-law which says that you cannot put &h in cold 
storage and then let people go amund and sell them. 
That bye-law is in force today; but it is a fact that 
fish come in between midnight and 1 o'clock in the 
morning and, there is absolutely no means of dis- 
posing of those fish among the inhabitants in the 
varicus villages, rmhen you ask the Superinten- 
dent of every Institution what he is doing in the mat- 
.;er of food and he tells you what the position is, I 
cannot see that' anybody can be against the suggest- 
ion I have put forward. The bye-law says this "NO 
person shall place or attempt to place fresh fish in 
cold storage unless the entrails and offal shall pre- 
viously have been remowd and the fish thoroughly 
cleansed". All I am saying is that several thousand 
fish have been thrown away; the temperatare of the 
cold storage at the Publio Market is not good enougb 
for preseming them but the Army used a department 
at the Barbados Ice Factory which I am told is good 
enough for this purpose. I agree therefore, that 
arrangements shauld be made even at Government's 
expense for the storage of fish when they come in late 
rather than have them thrown back into the sea. It ha 7 
been suggested that the Waterworks Department truck 
should be used to collect the fish at whatever expense 
to feed the starving people of this colony; I should 
Iike to say that I am in agreement with whatever is 

for the good of the people. I am not indulging in 
personalities because if we do not sink them we are 
looking for trouble. .I agree with the honourable 
junior member for St. Peter that every possible at- 
tempt should be made to see that no harm IS caused 
to people as a result of the use of fish which have 
been put in cold storage. The honourable member 
knows that &h are caught, cleaned and put in the 
refrigerator. There is no salmon or corned beef to 
be obtained now and if we can collect fish and put 
them in cold storage we may be able to provide 
P, suffic~ent quantity of food to help us in our difficul- 
ties. I hope that I have not generated too mwii 
heat in this matter; I had no intention of generating 
any heat in the matter at all more especially because 
of the fact that I had put the matter to the Leader 
cf the House who saw the wisdom of my suggestion, 
expressed his apprkciation of it and actually said 
that he would bring the matter tol the notice of the 
Head of the Administration. (A MEMBER: And 
&ill you bring it up in the House?) My duty is 
clear cut; just as people come here and raise tweedle- 
dum and tweedle-dee it, is my duty to raise matters 
that are of paramount importance. Sir, too much 
time is wasted in asking questions in this Ilouse, 
instead of asking whether the Cowrnment is aware 
of what happened, I went to the Fishery Officer and 
got the facts so as to expedite the matter, became it 
would have taken six months before it could be dis- 
cussed in the House in the ordinary way. 

Mr. RAMSAY: On a point of explanation. The 
honourable senior member for the City has said that 
I know that fish are caught, cleaned and put in the 
refrigerator. I know no such thing. 

Mr. ADAMS: Before the question is put, I 
would like to say that I would not in the normd 
course of events have spoken after the honourable 
member who has replied. I pointed out to him that 
l was awaiting some information and thereupon he 
got up and made his reply, I am glad that it has 
happened like this, however. because I have been giv- 
en the opportunity for apologising to the House for 
having caused this debate. The honourable senior 
member for St. Philip has said that if the honourable 
senior memb'er f o ~  the City had not shown his 
knowledge of the procedup in this-house and taken 
advantage of a motion for adjournment to raise the 
matter- '- 

%r. SPEAKER: I would not like the honour- 
able member to start discussibg that point. 

Mr. ADAMS : So many wrong things have been 
said t h a t  .. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have: stopped honourable 
members when they went from the point and I hope 
the honourable member will not- 

Mr. ADAMS : I will not say mything m m  
than I feel should be said. 

Mr. SPEAKER.: I shall stop the honourable 
member if I ihink he is going too far. 

Mr. ADAMS : The honourable senior member 
for St. Philip has said that the matter would not 
have been ventilated if the honourable senior mem- 
ber for the City did not know the procedure. 1-thank 
the honourable senior member for the City for 
his attitude towards the Government and for 
saying that he does not blame this Government or 
m y  other Government. I must also thank him for 
his mildness in speaking of the Government and of 
me in particular. He says that too much time is 
wasted in the House asking questions instead of go- 
ing to the.Read of the particular Department and 
passing on information which you have obtain?d. I 
wish that honourable members would always ablde by 
that rule. I am as much to be blamed for c?usinq 
this debate as any other member. At twenty mlnntes 
to four when the Quarantine Eill was being dealt 
with, the hononrable member spoke with me in ths 



lobby of the House over this matter. I regret that 
cannot find him not gulltkof making a public displa, 
when he need not have done so. I am equally guilt: 
of telling him to raise the mattec on the motion fo 
the adjournment. It is not playing the game when w 
are trying to get some Government Business dons t 
interrupt and raise a matter on a motion foi 
adjournment: the honourable member would stil 
have had his chance of ventilating his subject afte 
Goverwent  Business had been f i s h e d .  I muj 
mention that I told him that I would go to Govern 
ment House to-morrow morning at  nine o'clock, b r i q  
up the matter there and ask the Governor to put ir 
on the agenda forj the meeting of the Executivt 
Committee and we would hammer out something tc 
p u t  before the House by next Tuesday. I couli' 
not do anything more than that. If the honourable 
member had come to me last week or last night 1 
would have done the same thing. When matters 
a re  brought to my notice I have frequently asked 
the Head of the Department or the Colonial 
Secretary whether he knows anything about them 
I say this; too many people in  responsible positions 
i n  this colony do not mind what reckless misstate- 
ments they make or what deliberate lies they tell. 
Those misstatements will have some political effect anc 
so long as they are confined to the heat and passio~ 
of election platforms i t  may be that not very much 
harm is done; but when from the floor of this House 
people make statements, which if1 examined, are with- 
out foundation, i t  is time that the public take a 
serious view of every utterance of members in  this 
House. Last Tuesday the honourable senior membe;. 
for the City said that food was thrown away in the 
harbour. That might be true. I asked Dr. Saint 
if he, knew anything about that and he replied "No", 
and that when he read it he asked Mr. Bishop about 
i t  and Mr. Bishop said that nothing had been reportcu 
to him about that. Therefore, neither Dr. Saint 
nor Mr. Bishop knew anything about it. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am bound to make that point 
clear; neither Dr. Saint nor Mr. Bishop has anything 
to do with the Sanitary Department which is re- 
sponsible for the dumping of food. I never make any 
statement unleBs i t  is a staternenlt of fact. The 
Sanitary Authorities who are responsible for examin- 
ing food in the shops would know about this matter. 
I feel that! this food should have been used for pigs' 
i'ood rather than be dumped. 

Mr. ADAMS : The only thing of which I am 
accusing the honourable member is his woltrying to 
bring up  the matter i n  the House when I had given 
him the assurance that I would mention it before 
the Executive Committee. I am equally guilty be- 
cause I told him to raise i t  and he would get the 
credit for making the motion and the publie would 
know that he had v~entilated the matter. On this 
last point when I way interrupted unnecessarily by 
the honourable senior member for  the City, if you 
ask what is the Food Control Board doing about 
this matter or what is the Government doling abont 
it or why cannot people get fish or rice, if you ask 
such questions in time you will get a sufficient num- 
ber of ~ e o ~ l e  to believe that the Food Control Board 
is not &oiGg anything.- When reckless misstatements 
are made from thd floor of this House that is a very 
serious matter. I got the honourable junior member 
for St. Peter to go to the telephone and make en 
quiries and he Glls me th& Mr. Bishop and 
Dr. Saint have said that nothing has been reported 
to them by the Fishery Officer. If the honourable 
senior member for St.  Philip has any infoldnation 
?hat the matter was reported to the Food Control 
Board he should tell the House and the public. 
People who make misstatements- 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I cannot have ar&bodv 
say that I make misstatements. The honourhble 
denior member for the City who discussed the matter 

with the Fishery Officer, was thq source of my in- 
formation that the E'ishery Officed had reported the 
matter to the Food Control Board. (Laughter). 

Mr. SPEAKEIi: When a member, of this 
House makes a statement or supplies information 
It  is to be taken that the information which he has 
supplied is correct. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of explanation. 
I t  is true that I gave the honourable senior member 
for St. Philip that information. It is also true that 
the Fishery Officer and Mr. Withnall, who made 
application for  permission to buy the refrigera- 
ting plant, made that statement to me. Mr. With- 
uall gave as his reason for wanting to buy the plant 
the amount of fish which were being thrown away. 

Mr. ADAMS: That only, shows how careful 
houourabLe members should be to test the uource o.t 
their information and I invite the honourable senior 
member for the City to pass on his advice to other 
people. We are reaching the stage when there is 
much to be done and we have been reminded; by 
the honourable senior member for  the City that 
there is an austerity campaign staring us in the 
face. It is incumbent upon us to try and g& as 
much work dune as quickly a s  possible; let u s  put  
aside me* 6clat and  popularity and having people 
say: "You should have heard Mr. So and So on the 
people's food to-day." In his reply, the honour- 
able senior member for the City said a lot that he 
had{ not said before. Twenty minutes to four 
,'clock to-day is the first time that this matter was 
wonght to the notice of any member of the Govern- 
nent ! 1 gave the honourable member a n  assurance 
-hat I would take steps in the matter as speedily as 
possible having agreed with his points; but  the mat- 
ter could not rest there. I wish to say this; that 
2s both honourable members who are now leaving 
-he House reminded me, this is not a matter which 
:an be easily handled for the particular reason give11 
9y the honourable jumor member for St .  Peter, 
lamely that there am many dangers attached to 
the sale of fresh fish which have been put in cold 
storage. The honourable senior member for the 
City was rather temperate a t  firfit and I regret that 
nany motions are not made in that  same mild way 
11 which he began. The honourable member is 
like a barrister who rfads from a Law Report; 21e 
loes not read the part below what he has read be- 
*ause i t  does not always help him. The bye-law 
'allowing that which the hononrable member has 
.cad should be an indication that this matter of b 

vetailing iced fish is iiot an easy one. It was not 
mtil I had to defend a fish hawker who was push 
ng  a carti with iced fish up  Roebuck Street-I con- 
Eess my ignorance-that I knew that  there was a r 

)ye-law which says that you cannot hawk iced fish 
Jong the street. The bye-law says this: ''Fresh 
ish which has been in  cold storage shall not be hawk- 
bd about the streets or from hcuse to house, nor T 

;hall there be in any case a long period than half an 
,our between its removal from cold storage and its 
teplacement therein if intended for sale." It is 
m offence to keep iced fish out of the refrigerator -?h 
'or longer than half an hour and unless people have 
tefrigerators in the City ared near the Ice Company 
hey are running the risk of ptomaine poisoning 
f they selI these iced fish. Do honourable m m -  
ters not see the danger of the indiscriminate sale 
~f iced fish? I made the sumestion to the honour- l 0  

able senior member for the C& that we would need 
a mobile distributing unit. Unless you sell fish to 
people within half an hour after they have been 
taben out of the refrigerator and the fish are going 
to be cooked within that time you are probably 
dhtributing death and disease. I repeat that 1 
shall bring the matter to the notice of the Govern- 
ment to-morrow: I shall endeavour to have it put  on 
the agenda of the meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee on Thursday and we shall get the best adfvice 
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we can as to the possibilities of refrigerating fish. 
F I will give credit to the honourable senior mcmber 

for the City for having brought up the matter; the 
usual hitting at the Government is behind some oi 
this agitation but I see tin the Press that the honour- 
able member had the courage and the straightfor- 
wardness to tell the fishermen that the Government 
is really trying to do its best for them and that the 
fishing Regulations are not against their interest. 
People may get hot and bothered and repeat in 
parrot Like fashion ihings that are useful, if some- 
times unworthy, at election time but they should 
be careful as to what they say in the House. The 
lionourable senior member for St. Lucy, who is not 
in his place, is one of the most level-headed mem- 
bers of this House when he addressed it ;  he does not 
say preposterous things merely for effect, but even 
he uttered what on a little reflection will be found to 
be utterly unjustifiable. He remarked that the 
Government is c- upon the fishermen to carry 
out certain Regulations and is not doing anything 
for them. The honourable member could not really 
have meant that. When the fishermen have had the 
benefit of loans, when the Regulations have arisen 
out of what the Government has done, when there is 
the very existence of a Fishery Officer to put the 
fishing rindustry on its fieet, when the Colonial De- 
velopment and Welfare Organisation has produced 
what I go so far as to say is their best pamphlet on the: 
work that has been done in fisheries, when the vari- 
ous channels are being widened, how can anyone 
give the fishermen the impression that tb Govern- 
ment is not doing [its best for them? I do not knov 
if the honourable member on my right has drawn 
attention t.a the fact that the Government is about 
to send down legislation to put fish markcts on a 
pmzer footing and this legislation will come beEore 
the House within a week at the latest. To quote the 
honourable senior mem'bkr for the City, we cannot 
play politics with the people's food; we are laced with 
a diminution in imporb and it is essential that we 
should do our best for the fishing industry. On this 
question of refrigeration and distribution of fish we 
are going to hear that the Government has no right 
to trade against people who have spent thousand8 of 
dollars to b r h a  machinery into the island. The hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Jamea, who is often 
at cross purposes with us in respect of certain prob- 
lems, has often reminded us about that. When any 
question of this sort is brought up it is only that 
those-who bring it up want ,to show that the Govern- 
ment is neglectful of their duty. I rq,r-," that thc 
honourable senior membe~ for the City h+ made t h i a  
lapse because instead of the unnecessary airing of this 
matter, he could have notified Dr. Saint or myself 
aboilt i t ;  and what G blame on the Fishery Officer 
should be more so on the honourable menther who ha. 
as much right as anybody else to go to Government 
House aljout it. If he does that only one person 
hears i t ;  but if he raises the matter here the news. 
paper reproduces it more or lea  accurately. I apolopise 
to honourable members for having spoken until the 
shadows of night have begun to fall but I feel that ii 
any honourable member hears anything really worth 
while he should tell it to the Government: he ~lioul(1 
not say that his brother or his nousin told him s i s i c ~  
it often happens that when you begin to press it 7-011 

cannot find the origin of the thing. There is nothing 
more to be said on this matter and the  Honsc wr 

p await the action of the Government in relntiov t o  
.S Mr. BRANCKER: Inasmuch as the honourablf 

and learned member who has just sat down haq re 
minded us that what has been discussed this after 

loon may well see the light of day in the daily jouc- 
naI of this island, and he has referred to something 
i~hich my colleague has said, namely, that if the Gov- 
rrment calls upon the fishermen to do certain 
ihings the Government should also do something for 
them, I think that I should make a few remarks. 
What my colleague was endeavouring to point out 
ras that the Fishery Officer or the Government 
through the Fishery Officer, or the member of the 
Executive Committee who is in charge of the Fishery 
C%cer, has not so far, given information to the fisher- 
men as to the effect on them of the Regulations which 
have been in force from July of this yeaq. Unless you 
$xplain them- 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the honourable m 
making m explanation for another honourable 
ber t 

Mr. BRANCKER: I am doing that and I am also 
speaking for myself. I was saying that the Govern- 
ment Officer has not gone around as much as he 
might have done and oleared up the various misun- 
derstandings which arose among the lishermen when 
the Regulations were published in the newspaper. 
My colleague and I have had that linteresting duty 
to perform and we feel that if the Government Officer 
had done that, it would not have been necessary for 
us to have to do it. Apparently some objectloll 
has been taken to the honourable senior member for 
the City having availed himself of the services of 
the Government Officer; but that strikes one as being 
an extraordinary attitude to adopt because we ap- 
point these Officers to be at our beck and call. As 
to the point about provision being made for re- 
frigerating plants, in connection with which we have 
teen promised that a Resolution will come Wore 
this House, I suggest that one or two particular dis- 
tricts should not be selected for the erection of these 
plants and leave other districts without any. There 
must not be any attempt made to discriminate or 
make people feel that certain districts are p lwant  in 
the sight of Government and those districts must get 
priority. The Resolution must be comprehensive and 
make provision for the erection 04 these refrjgerating 
plants in every district or parish in this island where 
the fishing industry is carried on. In  short, only the 
parishes of St. Thomas and St. George should be ex- 
cluded. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I ask leave to withdraw th? 
motion. 

There being no objection, the honourable mm-  
ber was granted leave to withdraw the motion. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

The Order Paper having been fixed, 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this House 

do now adjourn to this day week, the 11th November 
1947, at t*lve o'clock noon. Now that I see the 
Deputy Clerk producing artificial light I take this 
opportunity of saying that I propose next Tuesday 
to ask your Honour for leave to move for the ap- 
pointment of a Select Committee--the =me Select 
Committeee which was appointed before the proroga- 
tion to make recommendations as to the improvement 
of the acoustic properties and othm improvemats 
of this House--to see after the installation of elm- 
tric lights in the Chanibr so as to provide for pas- 
sibly a few occasions such as this. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have spokm with the Man- 
ager of the Barbados Electric Supply Corporation 
c m  this matter and the difficulty is that in a Cham- 
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ber of this size aud general layout the lighting will 
be poor. We can get the lights but they will not be 
powerful. However, if the honourable member in- 
sists in getting them, I will get tbem. I will appoint 
the Committee next Tuesday. 

Mr. RAMSAY: I beg to second the motion 
for the adjournment. 

The question that this House do now adjourn 
to this day week, the 11th November, 1947, a t  twelve 
o'clock noon was put and r e s o l d  in, the affirmative 
without division. 

Mr. SPEAKEB accordingly adjourned the House 
to Tuesday next, the 11th November, 1947, a t  twelve 
o'clock noon. 




