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THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICXAL REPORT), 

Present : 

SESSION 1947-48 
- -. 

His Honour Mr. Q. B. EVELYN, (Speaker), His 
H o n q r  Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER, (Deputy Speaker), 
Messrs. J. T. C. RAMSAY, (Chairman of Committees), 
F. L. WALCOTT, M. E. COX, D. A. FOSTER, R. G.  
MAPP, A. E. S. LEWIS, C. E. TALMA, H. D. BLACK- 
&$AN, H. A. DOWDINQ, and V. C. GALE. 

Prayers are read. 
Messrs. w n ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  CRAWFOKD, GARNER, Dr. 

CUMMINS, and Dr. W ~ O N  enter the House and 
take their seats. 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
f 

a 

2 Tucsday, 11th Novelnber, 1947. 
2 Pursuant to adjournment, the House of k m -  

bly met a t  12 o'clock noon to-day. 

MINUTES 

I 

The Minutes of the meeting which was held 
sn  the 4th November, 1947, having been circulated 
are taken as read and confirmed. 

Messrs. ADAMS, HAYNES, and MOTTLEY enter 
the House and take their seats. 

NEW MEMBER FOB ST. GEORGE TAKES 
HIS SEAT 

Mr,. SPEAKER informs the House that he has 
received a letter from the Acting Colonial Secre- 
tary informing him that Mr. F. D. Mac D0nal.d 
Symmonds had attended a, meeting of the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee and taken the necessary 
oaths to smve as a member for the parish of St. 
George in the House of Assembly. 

Mr. SYMMONDS is ushered into the House and 
takes his seat amid cheers. 

MR. SPEAKER GIVES REMINDER TO 
VISITORS 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the House proceed:! 
further with its business I want to remind visitcnt 
to this House that they cannot take any part, bg 
way of applaue or otherwise, in the proceedings oi 
the House. 

DOCUMENT 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inforn 
the house t,hal: I have rekeived Statements of Rev 

cnue, and Expenditure for the half year ended 30th 
September, 1947, from the Commissioners of High- 
ways of the parishes of St. John and St. Joseph. 

MESSAGE FfZOM THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have rleceived also a Message from 
the Honourable the Legislative Council returning 
with an amendment a Bill relating to the Chriat 
Church Foundation Schools. 

PAPERS LAID 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker.-I have the honour 
to lay on thq table of tlue House the following 
Papers :- 

Statement of sums of money paid, over to the 
Colonial Treasurer by the Commissioner of Police 
during the quarter ended on the 30th September, 
1947. 

NOTICES 

Government Notices are as follows: 
Mr. TAbNA: Itesolution to @ant th sum o t  

238. 10. 59 as an ex gratia grant to Edith Barrow, 
t'ormerly employed a t  the Codrington Experimental 
Station of the Department of Science and Agricul- 
ture in consideration of her 21 years' servim in that 
Department. 

Mr. TALMA: Resolution to place the eurn of 
£24,460 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu- 
tive Committee ta meet the capital cost of the main- 
tenance, expansion and development of fisheries 
production, marketing and distribution, and to pro- 
vide for the recurrent expenditure to the 31st 
March, 1948. 

Mr. ADAM,3: Resolution to place the sum of 
@,000 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to supplement wolution No. 37 of the 
26th March, 1947, to meet expenses in connection 
with the present emergency. 

Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution to place the sum of 
E2,740 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committae to meet the cost of engaging on contract 
for a period of two years a Fire Brigade Officer. 

Dr. CTJlKMINS: Resolution to approve Regu- 
lations made by the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee under setion 37 of the Workmen's Compensa- 
tion Act, 1943. 



Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution to approve Regu- 
lations made by the Goveruor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee under section 37 of the Workmen's Compen- 

sation Act, 1943. 
Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the 

House into Committee of Sypply at its next meet- 
ing to consider the money Resolutions of dGch 
notice has just been given*. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  Before I call for  Privatb 
Members' Notices I just want to say thatl I have not 
perused the Notices which are about to be given by 

' private members in order to see if they deal with 
subjects that are already on the Order Paper . I 
will accept these Notices but i t  may be that some of 
them will be disallowed by me. 

Private Menbcm' Notices are then given as 
follows :- 

Dr. WILSON: Of the following Address :- 

The Jlozcse Of Assembly 

His Excellency The  Governor 

The House of Assembly has the honour to in- 
form the Governor of the lack of Communal 
Latrines in the Parish of Saint John. 

2. I n  view of the indispensability of such, the 
House asks His ExcellenelT- urcentlT- t o  tn!;, Y:W--T 

for the purpme of erecting such Latrines. 
Mr. SYMMOKDS : Of the following Address :- 

Tize H o m e  Of Assev?bly 

R i s  Bxcrlleizcy T h e  Gorbernor 

1, The Zouse of Assembly respectfuily beg 
to draw to the attention of His Excellency The 
Governor the urgent need for immediate applica- 
tion to be made to The Colonial Development Cor 
poration for Capital and technical assistance in the 
~stablishnirnt locally of a. yarn spinning industry 
of sufficient rnagnitrlde as to reduce substantially 
the number 02 unemployed persons in this Island 
and to contribute toxvards a supply of yarn for the 
Lancashire Textile Industxy along the lines sug- 
gested by Professor Simey. 

2. The House respectfully request Your Excel- 
lency to take the necessary steps for immediately 
implementing this proposal. 

31s. C U W F O R D  : Of the followiiig Mrs:a,ic 
and Resolution as well as of my intention to move 
later in  the day for the passing of the same:- 

T h e  House Of Assembly 

To 

T h e  Honourable The Legisll . h e  Cozmcd 

The House of Assembly h v e  the honour to for- 
ward herewith a copy of a Resolution which they 
have passed a t  their ting to-day, and ask that 
if the Council are i reerrlent svith this Resolu- 
tion a joint meleting of the two Houses of the Legis- 
lature be convened a t  as early a data as possible, 
t o  be fixed by the President of the Legislative Coun- 
cil and the Speaker. 

R ~ s o l v e d  that in the opinion of this House it ir 
expected that there be convened a joint meetinq 

\ - cf the two Houses of the Legislature for the pur- 
pose of considering the situation arising out of the 
present Dollar Crisis. 

Mr SYMMONDS : Of the following Address :- 

The House of Assembl2/ 7 
Hip Excellency the Gouwqor 

1. The H o d  of Assembly respectfully beg to 
Iraw to the attention of His Excellency the Governor 
'he urgent need for immediately setting u p  the nece-;- 
jam machinery for the floating of a public loan of 
not less than 55,000,000 for the purpose of makiug 
practicable the carrying out of such schemes as may 
3e deemed expedient for ensuring the progress ,)r" 
!his colony and the well-being of the inhabitan~s 
-hereof. 

2.  The House respectfully request Your Exwl- 
lency to take the necessary steps for  immediately 
mplementing this proposal. 

Mr. SY=lIMOiL'DS : Of the following Address :- 

T h e  House Of Assembly 

His  Ezccllency The Governor 

1. Tile 3oase of Assen~bly are of the opinion .t* 
that a system of conlpulsory education should im- 
aediately be put into operation with Government, 
Assistance hiling given to destitute chilclrerl in the 
provision of a daily hot meal and clothii~g. 

2. The Rouse respectfully beg that Your Excel- 
lency tvill take immediate steps to implement this 
sroposal. 

Mr. SYJTitIONDS : Of the following Address :- 

The  Home of Assernbly 

1:;s Excellency /he  Governor 

The Z o :  3. of Assembly respectfully request 
Your E x ~ d c n e y  to consider the advisability 01 

(a)  granting Ilidustrial Scholarships to the 
Unitecl Kingdom or any other country 
11-here local students mey be trained in the 
art of mannfacturing cloth etc., and/or 

( b )  engaging the services of capable instructors 
Urom overseas to teach local students the 
ar t  of manufacturing cloth etc. 

2 .  The House respectfully :.:quest Your Excel- 
lency to take immediate steps to implement this 
proposal. 

Mr. SYMMONDS: Of the following Ad- 
dress :- 

The House of Ass,embly 

V i s  Ezcellerzcy the Goverltor 

1. The House of Assembly are of the opinion 
khat ?he erecting of a factory for the manufacture 
31 ceiling boards from local megass is desirable. 

2. The I-Ionse respectfully request Pour Excel- 
!envy to consider the desirability of setting up s 
~Yornmittee to investigate the aossibilities of erect- 
ing such a factory with or witliout the help of Gov- 
~rnment. 

3. The House respectfully request Your Excel- 
lency to take the necessary steps to implement this 
2roposal. 



&. BYMbfOAND@ : Of the following Ad 
dress :- 

%'Le d i m s  af A~semzbly 

X0 

H& fEsc$l12entqf the C k o v m s r  

1. The  house of Assembly axe of the opinion 
that A ~ g r o u p i n g  sin alementary Schools a n d  
Super-annuation in First and Seennd Grade Schooh 
tw at present practised, &odd be abolished in the 
interest of the education of the poor children whosf: 
perm& +have been unable to send them to school 
regularlya or rlt'an earlier age. 

2. 'The Home respectfully request Your Ex. 
celleslcy to take immediate steps to implement thi~ 
propod. 

Mr. SYWONDS:  Of the following Ad. 
dress :- 

The H m e  of 1 4 s s e d l y  

His Excelleltcy the Governor 

1. The House of Assembly respectfully ask 
Tour Excellency to consider t%e desirrrbility of erect. 
i@g a Secondary School for Boys and a Secondary 
Bchool for Girls in the Parish of St. George themby 
serving~the neighbouring parishes of St. J o q h  and 
St. Thomas. 

2. The House respectfully rrequest Your Excel- 
lency to send down the necessary legislation for the 
erection and niahtenance of the aforesaid schools. 

Xr. GTMMONDS: Of the following A l -  
dregs :- 

The House o f  iiss&ly 

His Excellency the Governor 

1. The *House of A ~ e h b l y  are of the opinion 
that immediate steps ,shoald be taken to set up ma- 
chinery for subsidizing the growing locally of a 
large mop df Indian Corn. 

*he HOW respectfully reqnest Your Exckllemy 
to send down the necessary legislation for the imple- 
menting of this proposal. 

EXCUSE FOR ABSENT MEMBER 

Mr. WILKINSON offers an excuse for the absence 
of the senior member for St. Jam- (Mr. S. A. WAL- 
COTT) who is indisposed. 

RE- APPOINTMENT O F  SELECT COMMITTEE 

Mr. SPEAKER: Subjeet to the approval 3f 
the 'Hwse 1 propose to re-appoint the Committee 
which . w a  appoiated during the last session to con- 
sider the amenities of the Home as follows:-The 
Senior member for Xt.  Joseph (Mr. Adams), the 
mnior member for St. Philip (Mr. CRAWFORD), the 
jwior nlelmber for St. Peter (Mr. RAMSAY), the 
,inn& membw $or St. James (M?. W~~,KINSON), the 
jninior member for the City (Mr.  LE^) , the junior 
member for Bt. Lucy (Mr. BRAXOKER), the junior 
mmber for St. Philip (Mr. GARNER), and the1 senior 
mmbef for the City (Mr. MOTTLEY). I will associate 
myself with the Committee. 

REVISION O F  THE RULES OF THE HOUSE 

Mr. SPEAKER: I also want to inform the 
House that I propose to invite certain members of 
the House to join me as a Committee to consider the 

Mr. SPEAXER : I discharge the %1wt Com- 
mittee which was 4appoiated to consider and prepare 
a draft Reply to the speech delivered by His S -  
wllency a t  the opening of +the present Legislative 
Session. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEBKER: The! fjrst Order stands in the 
name of the honourable senior member $or St* 
Joseph,-To move the House into Committee of Sup- 
ply to consider the % r a t  s of sums of (money for the 
service of the Government. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
TUNA, .Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the douse 
goes into Committee of Supply, Mr. USAY being 
in the Chair. 

C_O?\IPLETION OF THE CONSTRUCTION O F  

TRE MATERNITY HOSPITAL 

Dr. CUMMINS: The 6rst bo lu t ion ,  Mr. 
Chairman, is for the sum of 55,159 to me& the a t  
(a) of completing th,e construction and equipping 
of the Maternity Hospital, estimated a t  $51,267 (b) , 
of building quarters for the matron, atimated at 
£2,000, and (a) df mmrring expends until the 31st 
March, 1948, estimated a t  ;E1;902. Tbe addendum 
sets out vesy dearly why this sum of money i h  

mked for. As regards the question of oapital ex- 
penditure, the increase in  the wt of f d t u r e ,  
equipment, linen, crookery, etc. is due eircum- 
stances over which we have no control. Them,&i- 
mates were prepared in 1943 wd Ace  then, as 
honourable members h o w ,  there has ben a consid- 
efable increase in the cost of mate*, abroad 
well as locally, a ~ d  in the cost of labour. The 
building of quarters for the matron a new item in 
:onnection with this scheme. It was origirzaUy 
intended that the matron 8hould Pe homed ip the 
hospital hut on further eoasidsrratkn it been 
zmsidered ,advi~ble to b,uild qu&ters for ,her for 
the following very g& reasons. I f  the hospital was 
>perated with the matron residing in it, as was for- 
rnerlg intended,. there ,would lie no room for cedain 
mes, such as pregnant qomen who have develop- 
sd kidney trou'ble a d  toxmb before or eiqn after 
/hey give birth. to the baby and @o mes of, pner- 
x r a l  infection,--cases, whish should, h iqoIrite$ from 
:he general ward. No provision was made for that 
md inasmuch a s ,  there ,should be provision of this 
sort in a properly run maternity hospital, it has been 
lecided that quarters should be built for the matron. 
Vow, the amount of $1,902 is in excess of the original 
!stimate for recurring expenses. In t3.w first glace, 

 should like to say l that tlm grant from Ooloaibtl 
Development and Welfare included r-ecurring ex- 
lenses for five years. Sinmthen, we have had 
nake certain additions- and -adjstments. We.  have 
lad to include an anaesthetiet for whom provision 
vas not made in the original scheme. An anaesthetist 
would have to be called in in certain cases and he 
vould have to be paid. It ,was also originally in- 
ended that there should. be two raident midwives 
mt the proposal now is that thcre shsuld !A thms .. 
md the num%er of trainees is also to be incream3 
From ten to twenty. Honourable members can see, 
therefore, thp reasons for the increase in the 
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estimate for recurring expenses. Now, the hospital 
is expected to be opened in a very short time. I 
Buppose it will be asked: why not go back to Colonial 
Development and Welfare and ask for  this increased 
amount? To do that  will take a eonsidemble 
amount of time. His Excellency would have to send 
down a Message for the approval of this House ; then 
the matter would have to b0 submitted to  the Comp- 
troller for Devlopment and Welfare i n  the West 
Indies and the Secretary of State for the Colonies; 
then a Resolution would have to come before this 
House before the money would be available for this 
purpo,se. Again, as honourable members know, the 
sum of ;E800,000 has been allocated to this colony by 
Colonial Development and Welfare in connection 
with the 10-year plan and it is felt that it would b3 
better if the Legislature would vote this amount for 
recurring expenses and leave the money from 
Colonial Development and Welfare to be spent on 
much larger schemes. I have heard i t  mooted on my 
left that the Government is asking for this nloney ancl 
that nothing has happened as yet a t  the Maternity 
Hospital. That is quite tme but honourable mem- 
bers will remember that when the building was takrx 
over i t  was an ordinary dwelling house and i t  takes 
time to convert it into a hospital suitable) for what 
is intended. Again, xve have to depend on (*ertail1 
equipment from the United Kingdom which took 
time and is still taking time to arrive; consequently 
the work has been held up  hut  we are hoping to open 

,the doors in the very near future to pregnant women 
for anti-natal treatment as was intended. I beg to 
move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that and I 
would like to say that I consider the sum of $5,159 a 
comparatively small amount to be spent upon en- 
suring that the future generations of this island ar\> 
brought into the world under the best possible con- 
ditions (Cheers.) 

Mr. HAYNES : Mr. Chairman,-I have list- 
ened very intently to the information given us by 
the senior member for St. Thomais but I think he 
has withheld a lot that he should be able to tell us. 
Pirst of all, he tells us that i t  will take 51,257 to finish 
the hospital but he has not told us how much has 
%een spent so fa r  in altering and improving the res- 
idence in Bank Hall which was bought for this pur- 
pose. The next t h h g  is this. Paragraph 2 of the 
Addendum states-and I remember when i t  happened 
-that £3,000 a year for 5 years was voted for re- 
curring expenses. Now, Sir, apart from the matron 
who has just been here some months now and the 
doctor who is supposed to be taking charge of the 
hospital and who, I understand, demanded his fez 
after he came back from taking the Course although 
%e did not pass the examination and, perhaps, the 
watchman nothing has been done in that place, 
as fa r  as the public knows. All this money has 
been voted and we are told that they still want 
£1,902 more to pay for  recurring expenses. 
To my mind, we want a little more inform- 
ation about this matter. Naturally, I would like 
to see this hospital operating but I would like to 
see i t  being operated properly. I agree with the 
idea of spending £2, .0O to build quarters for the 
matron. Ten trainees for a hospital like this are too 
small a number; twenty are necessary and to accom- 
modate ttrinty trainees i t  will be necessary to build 
quarters for the matron. The other item$ heed 
furth-r e-rplanation and I am hoping that the senior 
member for St. Thomas who has everything up his 

, sleeve will be able to give us a clear conception of 
what is happening. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I, like the senior member 
for St. Andrew, would like some more partioulars 
about (a) and (c) of this Resolution. Every mem- 
ber of this House is overjoyed a t  the idea of having 
this institution established and we *agreed to that 
unanimously three yeam ago. But  when the G o v m -  
ment comes here and tells us that for the next threa 
or four months it requires for recurring expenses an  
additional £1,902 I do think that that needs a littls 
more explanation than what the senior member for St. 
Thomas has given us. I, like the honourable member 
who has just spoken, think i t  is wise to build a 
separate residence for the matron, thereby achieving 
two objects-one making her comfortable and a lit- 
tle farther isolated from the patients and the other 
allowing more room for the trainees; that, I think, 
is a wise move. We all know that in  these days 
things are expensive. The cost of materials is high 
and I am not surprised to see that to build quarters 
for the matron is going to cost £2,000. A few years 
::go i t  would have cost less than half of that amount. 
It does not sesm very much money we are asked to 
~ o t e  to-clay but  honourable members must bear in 
mind that we have a very bad year or  two ahead of 
us. Few of the honourable members present cazl 
remember such a terrible drought as we have passed 
through this year and are all know that that means 
the circulation of less money; therefore, it 'behoves 
us, members of the House, to watch the small 
amounts which. added together, make a big wlm. 
We must sep how the taxpaye~s '  money is being 
spent and that is the sole reason for the objection 
which comes from this side of the table. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I do not know that I can 
give any more information than what I stated in 
my opening remarks. The purchase price of the 
building was £4,500; the structural alterations cost 
22,100 and I Eelieve that originally £1,500 was voted 
for structural alterations. Furniture and gyneco- 
logical equipment cost £2,480 and those are some af 
the figures in respect of (a).  As f a r  a s  (c) is don- 
cerned, there was no provision for a cost of living 
allowance in the original estimate and a cost of liv- 
ing allowance has been provided for the matron, a 
re6dent midwife and the anaesthetist; that helps to 
brmg the additional amount for recurring expenses 
to £1,902. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
is put and resolved in the affirmative without divis- 
ion. 

Nr. ADAMS: The next Resolution, Sir, is for 
the sum of W0 to purchase three cases of land ad- 
joining the Selah Boys' School as a playground for  
the school a t  £125 per acre and to meet the legal and 
other expenses of the sale. As honourable members 
will see, the price charged the Governqent is $125 
per acre and while the Government feels that this is 
an exorbitant price, i t  has chosen to pay it, rather 
than not have the playground for  the school. If 
honourable mem%ers feel like attacking the Govern- 
ment for paying all this money for this piece of land, 
the Government agrees with them but prefers to 
have the land as a playground for the school than to 
let i t  go because at  the present moment we are 
renting 4 acre as a playground for the school and 
that, together with 23 acres, we propose to buy. It 
would be a pity not to buy the land because the 
school, as I think the junior member for  St. Lucy 
will agree, is sadly in need of this extra piece of 
land as a playg~ound. I beg to move that this Resolu- 
tion do now pass. 
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Mr. TALMA : I beg to second that. 
Mr. GALE : Mr. Chairman,-I quite agree with 

the honourable introducer of this Resolution that it 
is necessary to have this playfield. As a matter 
of fact i t  is necessary to have playflelds for 
al l  the elementary schools but I think that we are  
being called upon to pay a very high price for these 
three acres of land in the parish of St. Lucy. I do 
not know if i t  is arable land hut it seems to me to 
be a very stiff price to pay for  it. I would not like 
to see this Resolution rejected, inasmuch as i t  is 
for  the purchase of a playfield, but  I do think that 
the price of the land is very much on the high side. 

Mr. BHANCKER: Nr.  Chairman,--So far  as 
i can hear from this side of the table, the honourabie 
junlor member for St. Michael is suggtsting that .the 
price of the land is steep. I take ~t that he is n ~ t  
suggesting that we should not vote this money. Of 
course, there is always that difference of opinio~i 
between sellers and buyers of !and in  every dlstriot 
as to what is an equitable price to pay. The honour- 
able member who introduces this Resolution has con- 
ceded that this school is sadly in need of the play- 
ground. I suggest to the Government not to stop 
there. There are other schools which are sadly in 
need of playgrounds. S t  Clement's Girls school, for 
instance, is just as sadly in need of a playground and 
I need not mention Holy Innocents Boys' and Girls' 
Schools. Let the Government deal with this question 
boldly and provide playgrounds for d l  the schools, 
particularly now i t  has seen how the House welcomes 
this Resolution. 

Mr. HAYNES : I too am glad to see the effort 
which has been made by the Government to purchase 
a t  least one playfield but  I hope that the Govern- 
ment is not making the mistake which i t  made in 
connection with the purchase of the New Steamers' 
Warehouse, that is to say, it is not acting ultra &re$ 
+y not first obtaining permission from the Board of 
Health to purchase this land. I should lilii. sonlcl 
information on that point because I believe that 
there *is a tenantry attached to Harri?on Plantation 
and, consequently, permission vould have to be oh. 
tained to purchase this land. 

Mr. P. L. WALCOTT: I would like to say 
Mr. Chairman, that I am veyy glad to see thal 
the government has broken nem gromd. Usually 
the Government does not get compliments for doin*] 
.things and I should like to compliment it on t h i ~  
act. I would go further and say that now that the 
government has decided to provide more recreatlona' 
facilities for the children I woulj like to see more ed 
-ucational and cultural f a c i l i t i ~ ~  provided also and 
.not have the schools, like monastic walls, closed 
after school hours. I would like to see more light i:. 
the schools a t  night, so that people .can get together 
exchange their views and have a better understanding 
of democracy. It is catastrophic to see so man) 
schools closed after school hours and so many peoplt 
sitting around the hedgerows a t  uight. Not only tl1l 
boodies should ;be looked aftm but  amenities shoulc 
also be provided for the ~ e o p l c  to enable them t( 
develop their mental faculties. 

Mr. ADAMS: Already there has been a sug 
gestion that this land may be used as a communitj 
centre and I mention that, because i t  may be cheapel 
in the end for community centres to be attached tc 
the schools. As regards the remarks of the junio? 
member fo r  St. Lucy I thorou~hly agre- with wha 
he has said and I an1 goinq to apneal to him an( 
others to Joi- this Governm~nt in mhat J  ers son all: 
a t  any rate have serion4y in cnntemplation that 
to p s ?  a special Act in thiq Hous? providine: ths  
we should pay not more than £50 an acre for land fo 

dayfields, if wealthy landowners would not give 
arts of t heb  lands tor playfields. For the Govern- 
aent to be forced at  the point of a pistol to pay S126 
)er acre for  land for this purpose is atrocious, af- 
hough according to the law a jury might have as- 
essed this land a t  &l50 an  acre. If wealthy land- 
wners would sell their land a t  a reasonable or 
ven give some of i t  for playgrounds, as one or two 
4 them have done, in every parish the Government, 
vould not have to come here and ask for this fancy 
;rice for land. The Government has been contem- 
dating for some time the purchase of a playfield for 
very school but i t  is up against these exorbitant 
;rices which, it is hoped, will in process of time be 
ess. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass is 
,ut and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

On the txotion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
!!AL;\I$. the ~ H A I R ~ T A K  reports the passing of two 
tesolutions in Committee of Supply. 

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr. 
 DAMS, seconded by Mr. TALMA in each case, the 
,WO Resolutions are read a first and a second time 
md are agreed to. 

'ROVOST NARSHAL'S (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands in the 
lame of the honourable senior member for Christ 
,'hurch,-Second reading of a Bill to amend the 
'rovost Marshal's Act, 1904 (1904-6). 

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Speaker,-Section 3 of the 
'rovost Marshal's Act provides for the appointment 
)f a Chief Deputy Marshal and two Deputy Mar- 
;hals to the Provost Marshal's Office. Within recent 
,imes i t  has been found that the number of deputy 
narshals is not sufficient to cope with the volume of 
work in that office and this Bill proposes to increase 
;he number from two to four, so that the work can 
le more efficiently done and less strain put  on the 
;boulders of the present deputy marshals. The Bill 
31~0 provides for an increase in the daily rate of 
pay for attendance and performances of the requisite 
duties at  the sitting of any of the superior Courts, 
In the case of a deputy marshal from 2/- to 3/- and 
in the case of a deputy marshal appointed 
mder section 70 (1) of the Act from 2/- to 5/-, as 
\he present rate is considered inadequate. The Bill 
.ontains a suspending Clause whereby i t  will be 
brought into force in the usual way by proclamation 
in the Official Gazette. I would like to draw 
sttention of honourable members to the fact that 
present deputy marshals are called upon to issue 
summonses and do things of that nature all over the 
island. They are not given travelling allowance and 
the work has increased to such an extent that it is 
considered necessary that the number should be in- 
creased so as to avoid any hardships being imposed 
m them. It is patent to the persons who attend the 
Provost Marshal's office, and it should be more patem 
to the members of this Chamber, that three men 
could not be expected to carry through levies all over 
the island without any proper remuneration for 
travelling and also to attend the Court of Grand Ses- 
sions and other superior Courts day in and day out. 
I beg to move that this Bill be now read a s e r l ~ n d  t i r e  

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Bill be now read a second 

time is put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. TALMA, seconded by Dr. 
CUMMIKS, Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the 
House goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. RAMSAY 
being in the Chair. 

Clauses 1 and 2 are read and are agreed to. 



80 HOUSE . 

. Clause 3. Subsection (2) of sectioa seventy of 
the Principal Act is hereby amended by deleting the 
words "a sum of two shillings" occurring a t  the 
qnd thereof and substituting therefor the vords 
"sums of three and five shillings" respectively. 

Mr. TALMB: I beg to move that that be Clause 
3 of the Bill. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. COX : I would like to draw to the notice of 

the Government that there is much dissatisfaction 
existing among these deputy marshals relative to 
bravelling allowance. I understand that these mar- 
shals receive a very paltry sum by way of travelling 
allowance and I feel that the Government should 
pay them travelling allowance on the same basis on 
which travelling allowance is paid to officers of other 
Departments. These men have to travel in buses as 
fa r  as St. Lucy's parish and they have to put up  with 
much inconvenience in the performance of their 
duties. I would suggest to the Government to place 
these Marshals, as fa r  as t~avelling allowance is con- 
cerned, in the samc position as that in which officers 
who draw travelling allowance are placed. 

Mr. TALMA : I would like to inform the hon- 
ourable member that the Government has had that 
phase of the question under consideration for some 
time and if he had listened to my remarks carefully 
1-:c would have heard me make reference to it. 

The question that Clause 3 stand part of the 
Bill is put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

Clauses 4 and 5 are read and are agreed to. 
On the motion of Mr. TUA, seconded by  Mr. 

BLACKMAN, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of 
the Bill in Committee. 

The House resumes and on the motion of Mr. 
TALMA, sem~lded -by Mr. BLAG~MAN in eaeh case, the 
Bill is read a third time and is passed. 

SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION 
(1941-1946) BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER : The next Order stands in the 
name of the honourable senior member for St. Joseph, 
-Second reading of a Bill to grant additional sums 
of money oat of the Public Treasury and to appro- 
priate the same for the years ended 31st March, 1941, 
1942, 1943, 1944, 1945, and 1946 respectively. 

Mr. A D U S  : Nr. Spc-~ker,-Honourable mein- 
bers will be spared tliL ilecsasitv G £  tallr;n:: f 2 r  the 
m x t  two or three howrs. I regret that through au 
ot.ersi$ht or presmre of workr these appropriaB:ons 
which should hhve been passed during the past five 
yeaps have not "been pmed .  This Bill is a compre-r 
hensive Bill and I beg to move that i t  be now read 
a second t h e .  

Mr. T U N A :  I beg to second that. 
&lk. WIXJKINSON: I am just asking for a 

little iniformation. Probably I am very dense but  
I do not imderstand the necessity far the passing of 
this Bill. Every year, as f a r  as I remember, as soon 
as we pass the Estimates we pass the Appropriation 
Bill. 

Mr. ADAMS: These are supplementary Reso- 
lutions which have been passed and, they are always 
required to be passed in a S u p p l e ~ r n t a r y  ;\p;~to- 
priation Bill. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I should like to observe that I 
sincerely hope that the gmticulars m this Bill have 
been carefully checked with the supplementary Res- 
olations that have come to the House from time to 
time during these years. 

Mr. T A L U :  Mr. Speaker- 
Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has 

already spoken. 

The question that this Bill be now read a second 
time is put and resolved in the affirmative udithout 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. b n s ,  seconded by Mr. 
TALMA, Mr. SPEAKEK. leaves the Chair allcl the IIo~ise 
goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. RAMSAY being in 
the C b i r .  

The preamble, clauses 1 to 5 inclusive, schedules 
.l to 6 inclusive are read and are agreed t;. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
TALMA, the Chairman reports the passing of the Bill 
in Committee. 

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr. 
ADAMS, seconded by Mr. TALMA in each case, the Bill 
is read a third time and is passed. 

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENT TO CHRIST CHURCH 
FOUNDATION SCBOOLS BILL. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move 
that, in accordance with Rule 262, the amendment of 
the Honourable the Legislative Council to the Bill 
relating to the Christ Church Foundation Schools be 
:onsidered forthwith. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
The question that the amendment of the Council 

io the Bill relating to the Christ Church Foundation 
3chools be considered forthwith is put  and resolved i n  
:he affirmative with division. - 

Mr. ADAMS : The amendment, Sir, is a ve~y 
simple one. The word "or" dropped out of the print 
tnd has been inserted by the Other Place. Section 5 
(2)  as sent up to the Other Place, reads " All debts 
tnd liabilities which are due and owing to are to be 
iischarged by the trustees. . . . " The word "or" has 
3een inserted after the word ' L t ~ ' 7 .  I beg to move 
,hat this amendment be now read a first time. 

Mr. TAQMA: I beg to second that. 
The question that this amendment be now mad a 

irst time is put and resolved in the affirmative with- 
mt division. 

On the l~lotions of MP. ADAMS, secoude.1 by Mr. 
~ A L M A  in  each case, the amendment is read a seconif 
ime and is agreed to. 

At  this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SPEAKEE adjowm the 
Ouse until 2.45 p.m. in accordance with Rule ii (al .  . , 

REPLIES LAID. 

On re-assembling, 
Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,--I beg to h y  on 

.he Table of the House the replies to questima No. 6 
tanding in the name of the honourable junior mem- 
)er for  St. Phflip. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to lay the replies to ques- 
ions No. 16 standing in  the name of the honourable 
~unior member for St. Lucy. 

OMISSION O F  BRbZaD FaOM DIETARY O F  
INMATES AT GOVERNMENT INDUSTBIAL 

SCHOOLS. 

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move 
he adjournment of the House for  five minutes in 
rder to comment upon the replies given to my ques- 
ions I asked: t 

(1) "Is the Government aware that bread is 
excluded from the dietary of inmates a t  the Govern- 
ment Industrial Schools ? 

(2) If the answer to the above be in the afiirma- 
tive, will the Government 

(a) please state the reason why, 
(b) take the necessary steps to ensure that 

some of the excellent bread made at CUendairy's or  
bread from other sources is made available to the 
inmates of these Institutions ? " 



' I have just received the replies which are as fol- 
lows :- 

f4 l .  Yes. 
2 .  The diet was revised as a result of recom- 

mendations made by the Chief Medical Officer in 1944 
and is now adequate and well balanced. It includes 
biscuits which are better for the teeth of young people 
than white bread and are less constipating and have 

.+ the same nutritional value. I t  is not proposed to 
make any change in the diet a t  present. 

Sir, i t  is true that I am not a dietician; I know 
very little about what is a well balanced diet and 
what is not; but I say with all due respect to the 
Chief il1eclical OEcer and those who have to do witn 
.$he dietary scale a t  these Institutions that if bread 
is good for them at  their tables a t  home sunely it is 
good for these unfortunate inmates a t  these Institu- 
tions. I feel that i t  is not so much a matter as  to 
whether there is any nutritional value in bread or 
biscuits, but i t  is a matter of a variety of food. I do 
not contemplate giving these inmates only salt bread 

-6 but sweet bread and cakes at  times. I regard these 
boys and girls as the unfortunate victims of circum- 

these children are- only victims of circumstances and 
we should be endeavouring to reform them ratheP 
than punish them. It is not that when you punisk 
delinquent children that you can get the best on* -of 
Lhem; i t  is by methods of reformation that you can 
bring back these childnen to the realm of honest SW 

ciety. If we really .mean to carry out what the 
founders of the Home intended originally, we would 
chmulge a u ~  minds towards these unfortunate children 
ancl tr,eat them as human beings. When I visited 
the Institutions on the last occasion and learnt that  
biscuits are served to these childr-en and they get no 
bread I said that I would ask this question in the 
House. I t  seems that the person who recommends the 
diet has had something to do with these replies. I 
do not feel that i t  is right for people to answer our 
questions and dictate to us: I feel that these inmates 
should not only be given these biscnits which -are 
constipating but they should also be given bread 
in its variouc forms. Not long ago I visited the Men- 
l n l  IIospit.?l mcl saTv 011 the racks some lovely loaves 
of bread; when I made enquiries about them T was 
inforlned that they were baked at  Glendairy's and 
s m t  to the 3Iental Hospital. 'If we treat the men- 

P 'be treated '3s suc!z. The lc1c.a n a ~  t;lat these boys should 
be reformed ancl if that spirit pervades us to-day I do 
not see why they should not be treated as boys who 
are to be reformed. If you stigmatise them as crim- 
inals the feast you can do for them the better you 
feel that you are punishing them. That is why I 
want to point out that these boys are not so much 
to be blamed when in truth and in fact the circum- 

4 stances surrounding them make them criminals. I 
have visited these Institutions and I must confess 
that a slight change has been made but i t  is not all 
that  we would like i t  to be. I take i t  that bread in  

sl its various forms should be given to these inmates. 
'As you know biscuits to-day are not what they used 
to be in years gone by. I would argue with any dieti- 
cian that  the biscuits of to-day are constipating be- 
cause there are no ingredients in them. I f  these in- 
mates eat a lot of biscuits they must constipate them. 
As a mstter of fact, I had to dircontinue using the 
shortening that was a b u t  here because i t  was rancid. 
1 de t ~ o t  know if they begin to use i t  again but the 
biscuits are poor and not up  to standard. If we in 
our private lives and in our homes want bread for 

gl F.4 onr children 1 do not see any reason whv WO qhoulrl. 
not rriw bread to thew arlfortmate children. Rread 
i'- (1;:~ fr, ! I l cv ;  T-O rir:lire;l 1~1~rnail bpin-.~ 
~ i - e  it to them. T mlist arain emphasise tba: 

stances; in  many cases they are not to be blamed for 

v L 

hard day's n-ork. I t  is not the sVort of treatment t h i t  
civilisecl people should mete out to their less fortun- 
ate brethrcn. After all, if we are civilised and any 
xcmber of our society makes a mistake certahly hc 
should be punished; bat  that punishment should be 
of a reforpatory nature. If you are punishing a 
person and you do not have any idea of rcclaimin 
him for honest society then your job is in vain. 
me sit here from time to time and allow these dis- 
graceful acts to be perpetrated against these boys iq 
these days of grace I do not think that we are worth 
our salt. These boys fare badly not only where the 
.food is concerned but otherwise. People must have 
a properly balanced diet and i t  is especially so wit$ 
these youths who have to do work which calls foy 
more strength than is normal with boys of thcir age. 
h these replies it is stated that biscuits are better for 
.the teeth of young people than white bread; but I 
feel that just as my children should have a variety 
of bread the inmates of these Institutions should have 
a variety of bread as well. I will not labour the 
point anv more but T hope that something will be 
done to help these unfortunate boys in the wav of 
giving them proper food because, I repeat, they have 
to do very hard manual work. Thev do not have 
m e r ~ l v  to attend to the Bit~hen ~ a r d ~ n ~  and thin48 
of that nature; they have to do laborious work. The 

their plight. Their parents are at  fault plus the faet 
that  our economic set-up has made them what tlley 

e are and has placed them where they are. I~ many 
cases they contribute nothing to the State because 
there is a vicious circle which really elltJvilles them 
and they cannot break away fronl it on accounr; 
our ecollomic set-up. Most of the ill the 11,- 
stitntion call be Trery useful citizens to the 
if they were given a chance; the very fact that they 
were mischievous sho~vs that they had something 
worth while in them. I do not say that with any 
scnse of pride but because i t  is a fact. If some of 
these boys had had the opportunity and advantage 

tally defecti~~e as human beings in could also supply 
the inmates at the Government Industrial Schook 
with bread if we really want to reform them. Re- 
formation of these inmates is needed and we should 
treat them kindly by giving them fairly decent food 
because, after all, they do a very hard day's work in 
t h ~ ~  Tn~titilt ion~. T have some hard things to say 
when the replies to my qlxestions in connection with 
2 system ~i-hich obtains at the I a4 i t~ l t ; on  for  boys 
comes down. The boys are treated b-\- the Super- 
intendent------ 

Nr. SPEAKER:  You had better leave that out. 
Mr. GARNER: I t  burns to the core but I will 

of a good education they ~ o u l d  have fillecl respollsible bow to Your ruling, Nr .  speaker. when  I begin to 
positions: some of them m~onld have beell ~ ~ ~ h ~ d ~ ~  I talk about Institutions knowing what I have seen in 
scholars. l similar Institutions in  America, the system which 

JIr. SPEAICER: T1,: qncstioll ~ i ~ d - r  disell,- 
-,ion is the question of :Ft% dirt y~ippl.iefi at t:le lnsti 
tntions. 

Mr. GARNER. I feel that something should be 
said of the circumstances which brought these boys 
there. As everyone knows, these boys are treated a b  
i f  the:,. lTcre c:.'minalr; h t  I do not think that the 

obtains here is a disgrace to the island. , I think i t  
is well that this Government see about the dietary 
enough to say that the diet is balanced; I have passed 
thronyh the Institution on severtal occasions and saw 
g r a ~ y  on potatoes; there were a lot of fish scales and 
apparently a f ex  pounds of fish had been used in 
making ;i lot of gravy. That is the sort of trjeatment 

fomlde~s  o l  thr In-iii-ntion iutt.rldec1 that they should, which these bvvs get when they have to do a verv 
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Government is lnaking some sort of money out 
of these boys because they d~ not have to pay 
outsiders to do the work, and the least the Govern- 
ment could do is to take some of the earnings of 
these boys and give them proper food. As I said 
before, these boys must be punished in some way 
but they are delinquents; some of them have no 
homes and when a boy who has no home commits an 
offence you must punish him in the same way as you 
would punish a boy who has broken faith with his 
home. I think the time has come when we should 
regard these boys in a more civilised and humane 
manner; what we would like for ourselyes in our! 
homes we should mete out these unfortunate in- 
niates of these Institutions. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to second the motion and 
I shall be very brief. I must confess that I am hon- 
estly shocked at  the replies to these questions. First 
of all, if I may use a very unparliamentary expres- 
sion, apparently the Government have, so to speak, 
passed the buck to the Chief Medical O%cer. The 
reply to the first question is "yes"; as to the second 
question the reply does not say that the Chief Medi- 
cal Officer says that the inmates should not be given 
any bread. Everyone in this Colony knows that th? 
Chief Medical Officer would be more humane than 
that. I t  is a question of variety. Which 
of us in this House would sap that because 
sonlebody tells him that biscuits are better 
for the teeth than bread, that would be a 
reason for cutting out bread entirely from being used 
in  the household? I think that this is a rather 
evasive reply; the question asked is really this: Why 
has bread been cut out of the dietary of the inmates 
at  these Institutions? I am surprised that the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Philip has not attacked 
the matter from that angle. Sir, i t  must go out that 
in Barbados the Chief Medical Officer says that of 
all Institutions in this island the Government Indus- 
trial Schools must not be supplied with bread. That 
is what i t  amounts to. I fully appreciate that the 
inmates of these Institutions have been drawn from 
the homes of people like myself, and as the honour- 
able junior member for St. Philip has said, that was 
due to circumstances over which they had no control, 
and particularly due to the economic set-up of the 
colony. If any of us had been told that the reason 
for which liread should be cut oat of the diet is that 
sugar-cane is better for the teeth would he not say 
that sugar-cane is better for the teeth? I remember 
that when people were being selected at  Queen's 
Park for employment in the United States of America 
a number of them were turned back and I was told 
on enquiring that there seemed to be a deficiency in 
the food obtained. If people are able to care the 
bodies of their children when they are growing up 
the children will have good teeth. I t  is absolute non- 
sense to say that biscuits are better for the teeth 
than bread. I challenge anybody to say that because 
a dietician says that biscuits are better for children 
than bread he would stick to giving them biscuits 
and no bread. I suggest strongly that replies of this 
nature should never have been sent down to this 
House; they might have been sent down ten years 
ago when people were not fully acquainted with the 
conditions of existence. I repeat that replies like 
these aae! shocking; this is just passing the buck t c  
the Chief Medicaf Officer who has not pet said: "l 
have told the Government to stop supplvinp bread 
a t  these lnstjtutioas." He might have said that tht 
diet should be balanced. As regards biscuits, the;). 
are very eood but the Chief Medical Officer does not 
say that bread is bad. I feel that unless a leopard 
can shed skin the I I I P ~ ~ P I - S  of this H O U S ~ I  nlllsi 
feel that it is on1.c. a qnrstion of circnlnstances thai 

lave causecl many of these children to be 
11 these Institutions - circumstances over which 
hey had no coutrol. ( A MEMBER: Age has 
,onlething to do with it.) And possibly age ! 
IS an honourable member has suggested. These 
eplies are not fair to an  intelligent body of 
)eople because the Government have said nothing 
nore than that they know that these inmates do not 
;et any bread and I suppose what is behind i t  is that 
read  is too expensive. The Go~ernment say that 
he diet was changed; possibly it was changed from 
,omething that was carrying these inmates to their 
:raves. Surely even the hon. member who is in, 
?barge of matters relating to this DepaAment with 
lis medical knowledge and his knowledge of local 
:onditions will be bound to admit that some of 
hese recommendations should be .a little mord 
lumane. Who either inside or outside this Chamber 
vith any control over a family would cut out bread 
lntirely from the diet and supply biscuits because 
hey are better for the teeth of young people? The 
;overnmeut should have said that sugar-cane is 
~ e t t e r  for the teeth than bread. One of these 
lays they will tell you that almonds are bletter for  
the teeth than bwad. I think that the Gov- 
!rnment should be very cautious about sending down 
Seplies of his nature to this House, because to-day 
ton. members can really see that the buck is being 
Yassed. 

Mr. ADAMS : If the honourable member who 
has just sat down had not spoken I would not have 
laid anything. The honourable member has advised 
as that we must not play politics with the people's 
"od; but if there ever was a case of playing politics 
with the people's food the honourable member has 
furnished i t  this afternoon. I will not trespass on 
he reply which will be made by the honourable senior 

member for St. Thomas, but I must protest against 
the remarks which the honourable senior member for  
the City has used in connection with the Government. 
I must protest against the accusations that we are a 
giving answers which cannot bear examination and 
of passing the buck to the Chief Medioal Officer. I 
should imagine that a child of four would know that  
when questions are put to the Government-they are 
put formerly to me while, the memberr of the Execu- 
tive Committee who is in charge of the particular 
Department is going to deal with them. But  if a 
question is asked about fisheries to whom must we 
turn for a reply but the Director of Agriculture and 
Fisheries? With regard to this question to whom 
must the Government turn for a reply but  tha Head of 
the Institution and in the mattzfl of diet to the Chief 
Medical Officer? Doubtless the honourable senior 
member for St. Thomas will deal with other points 
which have been raised. I only wish to make my 
protest against these accusations which have been 
made against the Government. The honourable junior 
member for St. Philip gave us a lot of bad points 
and he has completely missed a lot of good ones. R e  
was in a local preacher's frame of mind over these 
Institutions: he has in  his possession the Report of 
the Committee- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the honourabIe member 
to avoid using expressions which are not necessary. 

Mr. ADAMS : Local preachers preach the gos- 
pel throughout the island. 

Mr. GARNER : I must object to that; as l eade r  
of this House the honourable member should have 
more dignity in  debate i n  this House. When the 
Leader of the House makes remarks like those which 
lie has made after a member has brought something 
before the House. wh?t kind of Leader can he be? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have taken note of that. 



IVLr. A D U S :  Your having taken notice of 
that, Mr. Speaker, will cause me to withdraw the 

e r e m a r k s .  The honourable member is so thin-skinned; 
if he will only read a few of the speeches which takr 
place night after night in the House of Commons hs 
will not adopt that attitude. The honourable mem- 
ber has in  his possession a copy of the Report of the 
Committee whGh was appointed to make recommen- 
dations for the re-organisation of the Government 
Industrial Schools, and we have said fa r  worse things 
about these Institutions than the honourable member 
has said. He would make it appear as if the Gov- 
ernment has done nothing when the Committee has 
reported condemning Dodds more strongly than he 
has done. Things were so bad there that while the 
Committee was sitting we made a report that the 
kitchen was in a disgraceful condition and we provid- 
ed practically a, new kitchen. What is the use of play- 
ing politics when the honourable member knows that 
the Government is making recommendations with 
regard to these Institutions? If he had his copy 
of the Committee's Report before him he would see 
that stronger criticisms about food have been made 
than he has made. I merely rose to my feet because 
of the accusation that the Government is doing some- 
thing dishonest. With regard to the question of 
bread and biscuits I should like to say that ten years 
ago Sir John Hutson in the course of conversation 
on food values informed me that you might just as 
well eat cotton waste as to eat white bread in Bar- 
bados. From that time I have hardly eaten a pound 
of any white bread, strange as that might seem, 
I know some children who will not touch white bread; 
they must have biscuits. I repeat that the honour- 
able senior member for the City is definitely playing 
politics with food. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I am dealing particularly with 
bread and biscuits. There is absolutely no difference 
in food value between bread and biscuits. There are 
both made of the same wheat flour. Personally, I 
use 75% biscuits in my home; I must have warm 
biscuits with my dinner every night. The hon- 
ourable senior member for the City has said that 
bread has been cut out of the dietary at  these Insti- 
tutions; but there has not been any such happening. 
The hon. member is labouring under a false impres- 
sion. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I have never said that. What 
I said was that the answer to the first question is 
"yes" and that the Government have said so. The 
Government have said that bread is excluded from 
the dietary unless the hon. member has a different 
meaning from that. 

Dr. CUMMINS: The hon. member said that 
bread had been cut out of the dietary which gave 
the impression that bread was formerly used and 
now biscuits are being used instead. That is the im- 
pression which I got. I will read a minute by onc 
who has been at  the Institution for 21 years: It says 
that bread is not included in the routine dietary; as 
recently as March, 1946, the diet was reviewed and 
approved by the Chief Medical Officer. Bread has 
never been included in  the dietary. It is part of the 
Chief Medical Officer's duty to give advice as to the 
diet to be issued a t  these Institutions. Parapaph 
166 of the Report of the Committee appointed by 
the Governor to make recommendations for the re. 
organisation of these Institutions says this: 

"In 1946 the Chief Medical Officer reviewed the 
diet scale and reported that it represents an adequatc 
and reasonably balaaced diet. The fact that each 

rehihi received one pint of whole milk per day in 
-9.- addition to meat, fish, eggs, frui t  and green vege. 

tables was satisfactory. I n  order to increase the 

supply of eggs, fruit, tomatoes and greens, he rec- 
ommended that School authorities be instructed to 
develop this side of their work fully." 

I myself took the opportunity to visit the Gov- 
ernment Industrial Schools; I saw the diet scale and 
from my knowledge of dietetics and food values I 
am convinced that the diet is well balanced. This 
question of bread and biscuits is one of personal 
taste; there are those who prefer bread to biscuits 
and there are those who   refer biscuits to bread. Per- 
sonally, I prefer biscuits a t  dinner time. As regards 
the remarks of the honourable senior member for  the 
City I should like to point out that biscuits demand 
a certain amount of mastication which is really better 
for keeping the gums hard than in the case of bread. 
I t  is the scientific opinion to-day that the amount 
of pyorrhoea caused not only in Barbados but 
throughout the world is due .to the fact that we are 
getting away from the primitive days when people 
ate hard food which helps to harden the gums. W e  
have advanced in  our civilisation; but hard food 
which demands a certain amount of mastication is 
certainly better for the gums. The honourable senior 
member for the City feels that these replies would 
not be countenanced by the Chief Medical Officer but 
the Chief Medical Officer says that there is no differ- 
ence from the nutritional poinf of view between bread 
and biscuits; there are young people with good teeth 
at the Government Industrial Schools and as biscuits 
are less constipating than white bread there is no  
point in substituting bread for biscuits. I think that 
I have dealt with the scientific and the nutritional 
points of view in respect of biscuits and bread; as 
far  as the question of the conduct of the Schools is 
concerned that will be dealt with later on. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Before the question is put,  
I merely want to say that I am surprised that the 
honourable senior member for St. Thomas should 
have stopped his quotation as to the feeding services 
a t  the Institutions so short. A t  the paragraph where 
the honourable member stopped he would certainly 
convey the impression that all is well with the dietary 
scale at  the Institutions. 

At  this point, it now being 3.30 p.m., Mr. 
SPEAKER stated that i t  was now time for  the consider- 
ation of Private Members' Business. 

LEAVE O F  ABSENCE TO MR. LEWIS. 

Mr. LEWIS : Speaker,-Before the House 
proceed with the consideration of Private Members' 
Business, I should like to do something which I omit- 
ted to do earlier to-day. I ask for two weeks' leave 
of absence from my duties as a mem'b'er of this House 
as from the 18th instant. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave. 

RATE O F  INTEREST PAID BY PEASANTS 
DISCUSSED ON MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. MAPP: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move the 
adjournment of the House for five minutes in order 
to make a few observatiom on a matter of jmportance. 
The matter which 1 would like to discuss concerns 
peasant proprietors---- 

Mr. GRAWF'ORD : On a point OF order. Bow 
is the honourable member entitled to make that motion 
@ithout obtaining the leave of the House ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Any honourable member can 
move the adjournment d t h o u t  leave after two o'clock. 

Mr. MAPP : As I have said, Mr. Speaker, the 
matter which I would like to discuss concerns peasant 
proprietors in  this island. I represent a constituenry 



where peasant proprietors form the backbone and 
indeed the pemant proprietors throughout thLs island 
are amuming more and more importance in our S-t-up. 
It is true that this Gove~mnent 6as been paying mort 
and more attention recently to peasant proprietors 
throughout the island but the time has certa~nly come 
when i t  must increase the tempo of ih assistance to 
these peasant proprietors, and take all steps neces- 
sary to make them a greatcr and more ~outented body 
in  t h k  community. We are faced with restric5ons 
in  oizr imports and day by day we know that we 
have to look forward to improving the food supply of 
the people of this colony. One of the most import- 
an t  ways by which the Government can help the 
peasant proprietom is by  removing the provision 
whereby they have to pay interest on sums of money 
which they borrow from the Peasanb* Loan Bank. 
The Government has been supplying a great need in 
this community by &ving capital assistance to the 
pemanh but a burden has been created on ttiese 
peasank on account of their having to pay a high 
rate  of interwt on money borrowed from the Bank. 
That burden is illustrated by the fact that many 
peasants do not use the opportunity offered them by 
the Government to  liorrow money from the Bank. 
I say that this Government, if it deserves to he called 
a Labour Government, must seek at once to re,lloue 
that  burden from the peasank and allow ~ h w  :G :e 
l o w  a t  a lower rate of (interest, say 1 %, if not free 
of interest. The rate of Interest which the peasants 
pay on their loans a t  present must be appreciably 
reduced if the peasants are to become s more solid 
backbone of this community. The percentage of 
holdings owned by peasants i11 this colony as com- 
pared with the big land-owners i,s small, and 
the only yay  in which the peasants can 
overcome them burdens is by having some capital 
reserve a t  their disposal. The peasants are faced 
with having to pay greater prices for labour and 
haulage to the factory; lin fact, the overhead charges 
have gone up  and tKe burdens of the peasanb are 
tremendous. They have a very small proportion of 
land at their disposal and their prof i t  are very 
small and complaints are being received day by  day 
thtat they might be forced to plant food crops merely. 
T h d r  experuses f a r  exceed their receipts. I know thafc 
this Government will cowider this matter immed- 
iately; in fact they are already considering it. It is 
a matter which deserves prompt attention. Every 
year we hear the division of land being preach- 
ed and i t  is a matter whish requires serious 
thought a t  the present moment when our greatest 
consideration must be to incnease the value of our 
exports in relation to that of our impor'ts. One of 
our most pressing necessities is to enable these small 
holders to intensify their efforts a t  greater produc- 
tlivity, and one of the best means of doing that is to 
allow them to borrow money from the Bank either 
free of interest or a t  a very low rate of interest. I 
do not think that I have much more to say in connec- 
tion with this matter. It has already been discussed 
by  the Government and I hope that something will 
promptly be done now that the matter has been 
brought forcibly to the attention of the Government. 
T feel sure that all of us would like to see the peasanta 
of this island a s t ronge~ body than they are a t  present. 
We are bound to admit that the situation as negardf 
our food supplv is most serious today and we must 
intensify our efforts to bring about a system of catch 
rrops whecebp we can increase our food supply and 
a t  the sane time ruaintain our present sugar crop. 
If  we do not take such measures as I have recom- 
mended we will find that the peasants will lose badly. 
I do not think that I should say anything more as I 
know that the Government is considering the m a t t e ~  

already and I only hope that they d.11 pay early 
attention to it. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I want to second the motio 
For the adjournment merely for the sake of makm 
s few observations. Never have I seen a more vilful 
waste of the time of t h i  House than the time which 
ias just been taken up by the honourable member who 
has just spoken. Last Tuesday the honourable senior 
member for St. Josegh begged to be allowed to move 
the suspendon of Rules 61  (a) and 61 (b) so as to 
deal with Government Business, and promised that 
we would be able to proceed with Private Memberr' 
Business to-day. Earlier to-day I gave notice of a 
Resolution calling for a jdint meeting of the two 
Houses of the Legislature to discusr~ what in my con- 
iidered opinion is the most important question facing 
this colony today. The question has been discusW 
at length by the Other Place and by the Chainbcr o:' 
Commerce, and we as the elected repEseiltalives of 
th: people should pay some attention to it on the 
ground that our very existence is threatened as n 
result of the Dollar1 Crisis. Now the honourable 
junior member for  St. Thomas gets up and OTI a 
motion for adjournment takes up a long time in sug- 
gesting that the rate of inter&  aid by peasants on 
loans from the Peasants' Loan Balik should be lowered 
D? abolished completely. ,Last Tucsday the honour- 
able senior member for  the City brought up a very 
important question in this H o u s e t h e  question of the 
dumping of 13,000 fish into the sea after they had 
been c a u g h t a s l d  the honourable senior member for 
3t. Peter csstieated him for  not going to the Min- 
ister of Fisheries, God knows who he i- 

Mr. T&LMA: I should like to inform the hon- 
mrable member who is speaking i n  that manner which 
s characteristic of him that the fish were dumped 
whenBe was a member of the Executive Committer. 

Mr. CEUWFOm: The first time that the 
3overnnient were told about i t  was last week. The 
lionourable senior member for St. Joseph declared 
that the honourable senior member for  the City should 
Iave reported the matter to this Minister of Fisheri 
ies and that he was only wasting the time of the 
House to make any suggestion about cold storage. 
The honourable junior member for St. Thomas belongs 
to the same Party to which the honourable senior 
member for St. P e t e ~  belongs, the Party to which 
the honourable senior member for  Christ Chnrch 
believes he belongs. ( & ~ ~ B E R S :  Shame!) NOW in 
this matter of reducing the rate of interest paid by 
peasants on loans, could not the honourable junior 
member for St. Thomas go to the Minister of Agri- 
culture about it? Of a o u w ,  I doubt whether the 
finister of Agriculture knows a cape hole from a 
straight bank, All the honourable junior member for 
St .  Thomas had to do was to go to the minister of 
Agriculture and ask him to get such and such a thing 
done. The honourable member, instead of doing that, 
gets up and makes a long ~peech and when he is fin- 
ished only two people know what he has said-God 
AlmighG and himself. After all, is i t  really fair 
for this sort of3 thing to go on? I can tell you that 
they have no settled programme for reltevinp the 
colony in the critical time through which i t  is passing; 
there are people who grapple four seats on the EX- 
ecutive Committee and call themselves tke Go- ern- 
ment. I will not sit here and allow anythhg to in- 

wamme terfere with people who really have a pro, 
from getting something done. The honourable junior 
member for St. Thomas savs that  he b o w s  that the 
~ o v e r n m e i t  have the matt& under consideration an 
that they are giving it early attention ; yet he waste 
the 8ime of the House so that  it can appear in She 
Press that he has said something about the pewzn% 
proprietors. (A MEMBER : You do the same thing ) . 



P -  NOVEMBER 11, 1947 - -  
-- -- p 

85 
L 

-- 

That is hhe sort of thing which we are not going to 
have very much longer; we shall be movlllg the ad- 

p j o u r n r n e n t  of the House from twelve o'c~ocli and 
nobody will get anything done. We know what the 
consequences-will be. If t h e  honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Thomas had only enquired from his Party. 
he c ~ u l d  have been told that Tor the last slu years 
people in this Chamber have b x n  endeavoul.i!~g to 
get the rate of interest paid on loans from the Peas- 
antsr Loan Bank reduced only to be told by the Gov- 
ernment when some members of his Party were mem- 
bers of the Government that that was not practical, 
that with the small amount being loaned by the Bank 
at the time there was a small amount of revenue corn 
ing in and it did not permit of any reduction in the 
rate of interest. I repeat finally that this morning the 
House were told that we hoped to deal this afternoon 
with a motion in relation to the Dollar Crisis and if 
honourable members feel like prolonging this discuss- 
ion with respect to a reduction in the rate of interest 
to peasants, i t  can be prolonged. I want to make i t  
perfectly clear however, that as long as I have tablau 
in  this House anythiing which I believe is of import- 
ance to the colony as a whole, for the future 
whether there is Government Business to be consid- 
ered or not, I am going to utilise every method at  my 
disposal to have my motion discussed. I shall take 
every opportunity that presents itself to have i t  dis- 
cussed whether any motions sent down by the SO- 
called Government get discussed or not. 

Mr. F. L. WBLCOTT: 1 have no desire to chal- 
lenge the self-styled Sir  Oracle of this House in any 
of his statements, hut I should like to ask this ques- 
tion; in  a matter which affects vitally the economy of 
this colony-this happens to be an agricultural com- 
munity and the peasants who are a small part numei- 
ically happen to play an important part in i t h o w  
can any honourable member stand on the floor of the 
House and accuse another honourable member of 
wasting the time of the House by presentkg some- 
thing which is in the interest of the people who sent 
us here? Earlier today owing to our set-up--- 

Mr. CRAWFURD. I should like to ask the hon- 
ourable member where, during the course of my 
remarks, did I accuse the honourable judior member 
for St. Thomas of not representing the interest of 
any section of the community? I drew a comparison 
between the matter which he was discussing and that 
which the House were hoping to discuss this after 
noon. That question is of more importance than the 
one which he was discussing. 

Mr. P. L. WALCOTT: I am accustomed to 
these exhibitions of disturbance by the honourable 
senior member for St. Philip. He tries to make 
himself clear because he thinks that he will be misun- 
derstood; before he began to m,ake the comparison 
he challenged the honourable judior member for St. 
Thomas with wasting the time of the House. As an 
after-thought he, with his bright idea-he is the only 
man in this community who has the interest of the 
people a t  heart---- 

Mr. CRAWFORD: After all, we expect that 
people who are elected to this House are capable of 
understanding what is said on the floor of the 
House. I drew a comparison as to the relative im- 
portance of the matter which the honourable junior 
member for St. Thomas was discussing and the matter 
of the Dollar Crisis. The motion suggesting that the 
interest paid by peasants on loans ihould be lowered 
is of less importance. 
' Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: As a niember of this 

~ H O U S ~  I say that I am accustomed to all these inter- 
s ruptions which we get from the honourable senioi 

member for St. Philip. We are discussing a ques 
tion relative to the peasants and, as I was saying 
the honourable senior membm for St. Philip is tht 

mly man who has the $interest of the people a t  hLart. 
The other twenty-three of us are the enemies OS the 
people; but we know that the honourable membe~ in 
his vain-glorious attempts will be found out sooner 
3r later. (A MEMBER: Not by you). Some peopie a3.2 
vexed over their birth; I happen not to be vexed oveief 
my birth, I am gratelful to those who brought iile here. 
Charity begins a t  home; I am not one of those who 
fed  that they have not arisen from the agricultural 
class. I do not happen to live i n  manor. Today we 
have before us this problem as regards the peasants 
who have never had the opportunity of g e l m g  su3-  
cient loans and I make this s t a t e m e n t  

Mr. SPEAKER : Honourable members must 
not interrupt when another honourable membm 1s 
speaking. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I n  a community such 
as this especially now tha t  we are faced with a le- 
striction hn our imports, we ham to see that the 
peasants are getting su%cient assistance from the 
Government. the honourable junior member for 
St. Thomas has said, it is clear that the peasants 
cannot do their best for  the community owiug to 
econodic strangulation; they cannot borrow as much 
money as can reasonably be pu t  in their hands. There 
is no proper system of irrigation so that  the poor 
people can get the best return from their laid. 
Many peasants are forced in  the circumstances to 
plant c a n s  and to plant them a t  a loss. They can- 
not risk to plant vegetables because they cannot get 
the necessary protection; if they plant vegetables 
they are not sure that they d i l l  reap them. They 
will plant and some other people will reap ; therefore 
they have to plant Jhe crop which they are most sure 
of reaping and that is the cane crop. I n  oLher parts of 
the British Empire like East and West a f r ica  people 
are given grants so that  they can carry out xheir 
agdicvltural projects. We have been told that wz 
have to restrict our  imports and I cannot see that 
the time is not well spent in focussing the Govern- 
ment's attention on a section of the community which 
can be of vital assistance (in this food and economic. 

rrisis through which we are passing. We have to  de- 
pend upon thc products of this island for  food and 
while i t  is good to talk about the Dollar Crisip we 
should like the Imperial Government to release more 
dollars to us. We know that  many of the sterling 
areas are still closed 6 us and we also know that this 
Dollar Crisis does not affect us alone. I welcome any 
joint Conference of the Houses of the Legislature, 
as a matter of fact I would like a joint Conrference 
of  the West Indies to be G i d  because I feel that 
the only way in which we can face this erisis is by 
taking united action. In any case, mTe have to turn 
our eyes and see about our own situation a t  home. 
No one who has been representing a rural constitu- 
ehcy and knows the persistence with which the peas- 
ants have been forcing themselves on him to do 
something for them could be accused of wastiing the 
time of the House in this matter. The Government 
should be made to know how much the peasants are 
suffering. The Peasants' Loan Bank was started, in 
the days when the peasant proprietor was a t  a low 
stage, as an  experiment and now you have to allow the 
Bank a lot of money so that  the desires of the people 
can be carried out. The estates are planted in food 
crops and sugar cane; we know the protection whlich 
the big estates get and we know that  the small peas- 
ant holder does not get the same protection. All over 
the world the small man suffers more than the big 
man and in this crisis we have to turn  our eyes and 
see what we can do to help our internal economy. 
Any of us who have studied thiis subject OP moved 
around the people on account of our interest in  them 
will always realise that  no discussion, especially when 
it afEects the economic situation or condition of th-3 



peasants, can be termed a waste of time. Like the 
honourable senior member for St. Philip, if I wanted 
to waste the time of the House, I could send an hon- 
ourable member outside for a piece of paper and talk 
until he bnings it. I could go back over all the 
years and recall what has happened in rc%ponsible 
quarters to show what we did. But I will not do 
that; I will only deal with this proble~n to show the 
the turu of certain honourable member*' ulilnds. 
When an honourable member brings up something 
of public importance certain honourable members are 
seeing red. It is wrong to accuse the honourable 
junior member for St. Thomas of wasting the time 
of the House beqause he brought up this matter 
before the House. If i t  had been brought up by the 
honourable senior member for St. Philip ancl the 
honourable junior member for St. Thomas had said 
that the time of the House was being wasted, we 
would know on Saturday in red type who wasted the 
tlime of the House. 

If honourable membeis want to ieax e the Chain- 
ber there is no law to prevent them drom doing that. 
Those of us who respect the Rules of the House and 
you, Mr. Speaker, will respect your rulings. We will 
not challenge your authority or that of the Chairman 
by saying that we will walk out of the Chamber; wr 
will remain here to carry on the business uh;ch is 
before us. XTe have rtached the stage whe~i we have 
to do some plain speaking about people. As regards 

USCUSS- the question which is before us we can go on d' 
ing it because, to my mind, it is a question of primary 
importance. With all the assistance &ich we give to 
the peasants we have come to the stage where they 
will be called upon to grow more food crops and 
bear a greater burden than they were braring before. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I ask the honourable ineinb~rc 
foF St. Philip not to 'interrupt; I tan  hardly heal. 
what the honourable senior member for St. Fcter 1s 
sayi~g.  

Nr. F. L. WALCOTT : The more they get on 
like that, the lo&r they will make me stan"d on my 
feet. They may as well possess their souls in patience, 
because nothing they do will prevent me from speak- 
ing. 

Mr. S P E X a R :  You can leave that to me. 
I will carry out the Rules of the House. 

Mr. B. L. WBLICOTT : I should like to remind 
honourable members and the Government that some 
months ago it was mooted in this colony that a basis 
should be laid down for calculating the price to be 
paid for peasantsr canes. A Committee was ap- 
pointed to consider Professor Shephard's Report in 
connection with this matter-I cannot disclose the 
findings oif the Committee because I happened to be 
a member of! it ; but one thing I can say is that when 
the findings of the Committee are published the pub- 
lia will realise how importarlt this discussion is. The 
public will be able to see how important .thk dis- 
cussion is in the light of what the Committee will 
have to report. We paid a lot of money in order to 
get Professor Shephard here to recommend the method 
by which the price to be palid for peasants' canes 
should be calculated and I am sure that those who sat 
as members of the Committeethe honourable junior 
member for St. Lacy was a member of it and he will 
tell you in Hie light of his experience that wa need 
to go into this question whkh affects the peasants. 
I am sure that there are those of us who realise that 
as a result of this matter having been brought up 
this afternoon the Government's attention has been 
focussed on it. It 68 a matter with regard to which 
ureent remedial measures should be taken so as to 
relieve a very important part of this community. 

Mr. R'AMSAY: I beg to move that the question 
be now put. 

motlon ? 
MS. MOTTLEY: I am speaking on the motion 

for the adjournment d the House whieh has b e d  
made by the honourable junior member for St. 
Thomas. I am dding so being fully conscious of th, 
importance of the question. I rise to support the 
honourable member because I feel that this question 
is one of importance, not that there is not a more 
important question that should be discussed this 
afternoon unless honourable members, more especially 
those who are respodible to the Government, are 
really looking for trouble. I do not mind from 
which side of the House a question comes; unlike 
some of the more impetuous youthful members I an1 
prepared to support i t  if it is f'or the good of the 
dommunity. THis question which deals with the 
peasants of this colony is a very, very important one ; 
i t  has been raised this afternoon by the honourable 
junior member for St. Thomas and it hinges more. 
especially today upon what I hope this honourable 
House will take the opportunity to discuss later this 
sfternoon, that is, the Dollap Crisis. All the remarks 
which we have heard made in support of this motion 
point to the fast that it is necessary to  give the 
peasantry of this (island more effective and immediate 
amistance. As a member of this House, as a member 
of the Sugar Industry Agricultural Bank I have 
discovered, and everybody must know, that the inter- 
est on loans from that Bank has been reduced to 345% 
while the peasant proprietors are still asked to pay 
5% on their loans from the Peasants' Loan Bank. 
If you want to help the peasant proprietors you 
should give them the opportunity of paying less 
interest on their loans. (Cheers). I have not seen 
anybody who can control the rain. Everybody must 
know that if you want to have catch crops you must 
have some form of irrigation and while I am not 
prepared to say that money is being frittered away. 
I feel that a lot of money lis being spent that could 
otherwise be spent f o r  the immediate relief of the 
peasantry. Later this afternoon I hope that mem- 
bers who are taking this Party question too seriously 
will see that this crnestion relative to the Dollar Crisis 
is bound to be discussed because nobody knows how 
long this crisis will last. You will get areas outside 
the BriMish C o m m o n v e a l t L  

Mr.' SPEAKER. : The honourable member ha6 
better reserve that until later on. 

Mjr. MOTTLEY: My point is that you cannot 
give immediate relief to the peasantry unless you can 
have some form of irrigation but it must be well 
linown to honourable members that windmills for 
thiis purpose will have to be imported from the dol- 
lar areas. Coming back to this question of the peas- 
antry, I sincerely hope that this House in its entirety 
mill be behind the bd ings  of the Conference which 
has been advertised to be held by one of the Par8ies 
in this House-the Congress Party-to a d s t  the 
peasantry of this colony. (Hear, hear). The hon 
ou~able junior member for St. Thomas from the floor 
of this House has anticipated that Conference and 
has made a perfectly straightforward attempt to 
show that this House will be behind the findings of 
that Conference. All of us. I take iit, will agree that 

Mr. M o m m  rose to speak. 
Mr. SPEAKER: Are you speaking on that 

the peasantry of any colony is the backbone of the 
colony. I have much plemure in supporting the hon- 
ourable junior member for et. Thomas in the motion, 
which he has made. 1 should like to say that anyone 
who heard the honourable sen6or member for St. 
Peter on the quGtion of playing politics last Tnes- 
day and heard h h  to-day would not believe that he is 
the sa.me pemon. I take these things with a smile. 
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* Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the question befor, 
us. I n  doling what is being done the nonourahlb: 

p member is just wasting a certain amount ~f time. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: The truth is that the remark5 

which have been made on this motion for the ad- 
journment of the House must c10 some good, m d  
the eEect of them should be that w h ~ n  one l'arty is 
dealing in Conference with the peasalltry of thls 
colony, it will be assured elf' the support of ad1 sec- ,- 
tions of this House in kts findings for the briiiging 
~Sorward of all measures that might benefit ihe peas- 
antry of the colony. I hope that I am not accusiw 
anybody of wasting time 'because I will talk when I 
want to do so. Everybody must a p e e  that this is a 
very important question and let me say finally that 
however omportant it is an immediate and cfl'ective 
rtlief can only be obtained for  ths, pl:asa!itry of this 
colony if this House seriously discuss the question 
of the Dollar Crisis this afternoon. 

Mr. COX: I should like to associate niyself with 
what has been said concerning this question about 
asslisting t h ~  peasants and I should iike to go a little 
further. The peasants have been made to bear the 
brunt and burden of the day for all these years. We 
are well aware of the fact that on account of the in- 
creased cost of materials, on account of the increased 
cost of labour, transportation and things of that sort, 
on account of the static prices which have been paid 
by the plantation owners to peasants for their canes, 
the peasants have been labouring at a loss. That is 
why, I highly compliment the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Thomas on having raised this question this 
afternoon. As the honourable senior member for the 
City has said, the Bank which lends money to the 
planters has reduced its rate of interest from 5% 
to 34%, yet the peasants who suffer more than the 
planters are called upon to pay interest at the rate 
of 5% on their loans. We know as a fact that the 
peasants have to go cap in hand at times to borrow 
money from the factory or plantation owners and 
the result is that the peasants have to send their canes 
to the particular factories from which they borrow 
money whether those factories are paying higher 
prices for canes than other factories or not. I say 
that the peasants should be relieved from that situa- 
tion; there could not be a better happening #an 
for the Government to undertake to lend them money 
free of interest. Quite recently I spoke with Dr. 
Saint on behalf of peasants who got only a small 
amount of the manure which came into the colony 
and others who did not get any a t  all. That means 
that the ,productivity of the peasants' land would 
be reduced. I feel that it is high time that the Gov- 
ernment should seek to grant the peasants loans free 
of interest and when fertilisers come into this colony 
ensure that these people get a fair share of the fertilis- 
ers rather than allow the plantation owners to get all 
of them. I n  going through a Commission of Enquiry 
T have found out that the peasants feel that the mem- 
bers of this House do not represent them at all. If 
we are prepared to do something to relieve the situa- 
tion where the peasants are concerned we should bring 
thtis matter to the notice of the Government and ask 
i t  to do all that lies in its power to make these people 
free to sell their canes in the open market rather than 
6ave them under the obligation to sell them to the 
sartieular plantation owner from whom they bor- 
rowed money. Let the peasants borrow from the 
Government and let them have the money free of 
interest. 

Mr. TALMA: I would like to inform hon- 
nurable members that the Government is aware of 
the fact that a healthy peasantry is the backbone of 
any country. Probably in the past the Government 

might have been unaware of that. The honourable 
member who has spoken in the manner in which he 
has spoken should have known better; I refer to the 
honourable senior member for St. Philip. He says 
something about the Minister of Agriculture not 
knowing a cane hole from a straight bank. If the 
honourable member had had the privilege of studying 
science at Harrison College- 

Mr. CR-AWFORD: I studied botaay for $ve 
years at Combermere School. 

Mr. TALMB: It might be that because the 
honourable member has not secured the portfolio for 
Agriculture or become the Minister of Agriculture 
he is attempting to break up the Coalition Govern- 
ment on those grounh. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: The grounds are that I 
know something about agriculture. 

Mr. TALMB: A Peasants' Association was 
formed and founded by the Progressive League in 
December, 1940. It so happened that I was the Sec- 
retary of that Association and I have been reading 
matters in this connection. The honourable member 
who is trying to be sarcastic and is acting in a mannor 
which is not at all becoming----- 

Mr. SPEAKER: This debate is becoming a 
r~nwlioi~ of ~)-i~:,r:i:alities. If the honourable m6111- 
ber will stick to the point without being personal 
\ye will get some work done. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Previous to the formation 
of that defunct Association 1 wrote articles for the 
"Observer" which led to the formation of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. TALMA : I should like to remind the hon- 
ourable member that during the last session I gave 
notice of an Address dealing with subsidisation- 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has nothing to do with 
this particular matter; you are now speaking on a 
motion for adjournment made by the honourable 
junior mernbw for St. Thomas in order to discuss 
somsthing relating to peasants. There is no need to 
go into ancient history as to what was done or not done 
because i t  has nothing to do with what is now before 
the House. 

Mr. TALMA : Reference has been made to Pro 
fessor Shepherd's Report; I should like to remind 
honourable members that I am aware of the various 
reports which have been adopted in the p a s L  

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not what we are deal- 
ing with. 

Mr. TALMA : The Government is aware of the 
plight of the peasants-their transportation difficul- 
ties, lack of finance and high charges for transporta- 
tion and labour. The vehicles which are used for 
tramportatiion are owned by the capitalists or by 
others who have some money and who are not peas- 
ants in reality. The labour charges have been in- 
creased about 200% or more due to the high cost 
of Living. As to the question of irrigation I should 
like to sap that 16 experiment$ pumps have been 
erected in various places and they are being observed 
to see whether the irrigation of the land will be bene- 
ficial to the peasants or not. The honourable senior 
member for the City has mentioned that interest at 
the rate of 34% is now paid on money borrowed from 
the Sugar Industry Agricultural Bank; we know the 
history of that Bapk, we know. that money was sent 
down by the Imperial Government so as to assist 
agriculture in Barbados. I n  those days the position 
was different; the money was put to tfie service of 
the plantation owners and little or nothing was done 
to assist the peasants. I appeal for the co-operation 
of Labour members in matters of this sort ; nobodv 
should discredit an honourable member who rises and 
makes a point in the interest of the island as a whole. 
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It is not a question as to who does it, the point ia that 
it i s  in the interest of the island as a whole. Much 
to the disappointment of some honourable members 
I am taking charge of the portfolio for Agriculture, 
which, apparently in their estimation, I know nothing 
about. As a member of the Board of the Peasants' 
Loan Bank I will see that I do not sit back and do 
nothing as a member has done for six or eight years. 
(A MEMBER: Whom does he mean?) I ref'er to 

the honourable senior member for St. Philip. 
Mr. CRAWFORD: I utterly refuse to sit here 

and listen to that. The only occasion on which the 
honourable senior member for Christ Church sat as 
a member of the Board of the Peasants' Loan Bank 
he was unable to contribute a single word on that 
occasion. If he refers to the Minutes of meetings 
of the Board he will be able to see what I have done 
as a member of the Board Tor six years. 

Mr. TALMB : The honourable member was not 
present on that occasion and still he can tell you 
what took place. He is sure of his facts when he is 
not present just as the "Observer" is sure of its 
facts every Saturday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am getting tired of telling 
honourable members that they must keep to the 
point. It  is just a waste of time mentioning who has 
done something and who has done nothing. Let us 
get oq with the debate. 

Mr. TALMA: I shall endeavour to get the 
suggestion made by the honourable junior member for 
St. Thomas implemented so that peasant proprietors 
can be allowed to pay a rate of interest no higher 
than that paid by plantation owners. I think that 
that is only fair to  the peasants. We want to have a 
healthy peasantry divorced from the plantation 
owners. 

Mr. GARNER : I did not want to add anything 
to this debate; it has descended to such a low level 
that I am wondering where is the dignity of this 
House as led by the Leader and his satellites. It is 
no respect to you, Mr. Speaker. It is time that the 
people see that they send responsible persons to this 
House, persons who do not go into the gutter but 
who know about the economic life of the community. 
Telling an honourable member about his birth is not 
the business of this House. If the honourable junior 
member for St. Thomas says that he wants to discuss 
this matter concerning peasant proprietors, we a n  
discuss that and discuss i t  like statesmen : but, descend- 
ing into the gutter cannot do anybody any good. I 
caution honourable members on this 11th day of No- 
vember that if they continue with this hostile, low- 
down behaviour they will see other members encir- 
cling the whole Table pretty soon. I am forced to 
say what the honourable junior member for St. James 
has said that when they were gentlemen in this House 
they did not descend to tell their brethren where they 
were born and the circumstances in which they were 
born; they were gentlemen, but now you get people 
from the gutter telling people that they were born 
in the gutter. I do not know how you feel about this 
Sir, but it is a, disgrace and when a man of coloar 
gets into that Chair they will not have any respect 
for him. The dignity of the House should be up- 
held. Here we have this behaviour by members of 
a Partv and the Leader of the Party does not say 
anything about it! We have the blind following 
the blind but in the kingdom of the blind the one- 
eyed man is king. It is a sham- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the honourable member 
to be a little more calm and let us get on with the 
debate. 

Mr. GARNER : I bow, Sir. This question could 
have been dealt with quite easily. We have had i t  
from the Leader of the House when the Leader of 

the Congress Party was a member of the Executive 
Committee and a question was raised by a member 
of this Party, that the question could have been put 
to the Leader of the Party and he could mention it 
before the Executive Committee. The same thing 
could have been done in this case. If the honoura3le 
senior member for Christ Church says that he is in 
charge of Agriculture and a member of his adopted 
Party had a question to bring up, certainly he could 
have gone to the Minister of Agricultude and say: 
"I think the time has come when the peasants should 
i>oy 34% interest on their loans; as a member of the 
Executive Committee will you please see what you can 
do about this matter?" During the past week an 
advertisement appeared in the Press stating among 
other things that the Congress Party would hold a 
Conference with the peasants or small cane producers 
of this island and this move has been made this after- 
noon just to forestall that. 

Nr. SPEAKER : If the honourable member 
says that one Party is outdoing the other- 

Mr. GARNEH: L11 fairness to the public I 
think that that should be said. This is only because 
of jealousy and I appeal to honourable members 
not to allow their jealousy to run so far. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is 
just wasting time; let us get on with the ~ o r k  of 
the House. 

Mr. GARKER: With regard to the findings 
of the Committee which sat to consider Professor 
Shephard's Reporit, everybody knows that they will 
be published in due time. In this connection  the^ 
honourable senior member for St. Peter has made\ 
some remarks which I will not deny or confirm: 
but I am sure that a mere asking for a reduction in 
the rate of interest paid on money borrowed from 
the Peasants' Loan Bank cannot really help to any 
appreciable extent the plight of the peasant pro- 
prietors because the& are very few peasants who 
use the Bank; they do not like their names adver- 
tised. Some of the peasants have not got clear 
title deeds and people do not like to be embarrassed 
by having their names appearing in the Press. They 
prefer to borrow money privately. Be that as it 
may, if taking off 19% interest is going to help a 
certain few I say "yes" to that; but that is not 
suchoa burning question as to take up all this time 
in the House. That can be dealt with in Executive 
Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I gather that the honourabl~ 
member is in favour of a reduction in the 
rate of intekst. That being so, he admitd that thiq 
and other suggestions would be of some nssistalce 
t.o the peasants and what is the good thenefore of de- 
bating who has done something first or in the second 
place? Everybody is in agreement that something 
should be done. 

Mr. GARNER: J want honourable members 
to know that I am in sympathy with the peasants. 
t happen to be a peasant myself. I think that we 
owe a lot to the peasants of this island. I think 
that while a lot of heat has been generated, all that 
mas necessary was to do the right thing at the right 
time and not waste the time of t b  Rouse throwing 
stones and mud. Meanwhile a most important issue 
is left untouched. I feel that honourable members 
should change their attitude in this Rouse because 
after all, spectators and people from the middle 
and upper classes who come in here will 
be disgraced. Even some of the people from the 
gutter who are in the gallery bemoan this debate 
this afternoon becaus~ i t  has not done anybody any 
good. It does not help honourable members to be 
throwing stones. I have been born in the gutter 
and I will remain in the gutter to help those who 
ere in the gutter. 
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Mr. ADAMS: After hearing the honourable 
junior member for St. Philip I apologise to local 
preachers. I cannot imagine any local preacher 
behaving as the honourable member behaved a few 
minutes ago. The speech of the honourable senior 
member for rhe C1.y was full of some reasonable 
things; but the honourable junior member for St. 
Philip seems to have forgotten that this is a poli- 
tical Assembly, that there a re  political parties, and 
that every now and then some member of a party 
tries to steal a march on the others. All that  has 
l~appened is that the honourable junior member for 
St. Thomas managed by a fraction of a second to 
rise before the honourable wnior member for St. 
Philip-hence all this noise. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I never attempted to rise 
when the hon junior member for St. Thomas rose 
from his seat. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would prefer if honourable 
members would keep to the particular matter before 
the House. 

Mr. CRAWFOR%D: I even went to the honour- 
able junior member for St. Lucy and suggested to 
him that be should proceed with his Address which 
was first on the Order Paper and I would proceed 
mith my Resolution after that. 

Mr. ADAMS : We have had some political 
education in this country and until the country says 
that it wants to bring back in  this House people like 
the hon. junior member for St. James, we will have 
to have these little unfortunate clashes. 

Mr. GARNER: I have been accused of bd- 
having in such a manner that the pepole of this 
colony may bring back in this House ~ e o p l e  like 
these on this side of the table. 

Mr. ADAMS: And he along with his party 
is already trying to do tha t ;  but  as long as we of 
the Labour Party of Barbados have the coddence 
of the people, in  spite of the abysmal ignorance of 
p e ~ p l e  who talk about a vote of "no coddence" in 
the Government and dbout the Government being 
defeated, we are going to be kept here. I ask hon. 
members to read Parliamentary procednre. This 
Government is working in the interest of the 
p,eople and nobbdy can make it depart from the 
task which i t  has set itself. (A  MEMBER: The wople 
of St. George are behind you). The election in St. 
George was won as a result of money- 

Mr. SYMMONDS rose to speak. 
Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member to 

withdraw those remarks. 
Mr. ADAMS: 1 withdraw the remarks; I do 

nnt mean to cast any reflection on the hon. junior 
member for St. George who, I have no doubt, will 
stick to his election promises, and work for the good 
of the community. Here we have a situation where 
we find that one Labour Party is allying with the 
rich and trying to destroy the other. The position 
was the same with the German indnstriaiist; and 
Hitler. and in Jamaica the capitalists have joined 
with Bustamante to destroy Manley. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  That has nothing to do wit11 
the good of the peasants. 

Mr. D A M S :  I am just repIying to the hon. 
junior member for St. Philip. With the type of per- 
hon he is, a debate of this sort will take place all day 
long. 

Mr. GARTVER: There is a vast difference be- 
tween debate and behaviour. When you get people 
giving away Official Gazettes and trying to run 
m@ o11t- ' "mpl-y --- 

Mr. ADAMS: I am not interested in t h i  
honourable member being run out.; his friends will 
run him out. As long as this Oowrnment has 

b e ~ n  entrusted with the government' of this country, 
il will do its utmost to fuEl ib election promises 
and to carry out its policy on behalf of the worlcing 
classes of this island, No alliance betwLen thosta 
who have got much of their wealth out of the t d  
and sweat of the masses and the honourable senior 
member for St. Philip and his friends can possibly 
turn this Government from its duty. (A  MEMBER: 
The voters will do that).  We are qoi  like those who 
promke things which they do not intend to carry 
out. I am not afraid of any threats or delib'rate 
playing to the gallery Tuesday after Tuesday. The 
honourable senior member for St. Philip has assume(: 
this afternoon that nobody will be found in this 
place to oppose the holding of a Conference between 
the two Houses of the Legislature and he became 
annoyed because the honourable junior member for 
St. Thomas made thls motion. It is clear that erery- 
thing that this Government can possibly do to make 
this island self-sufficient during this difficult ptriod 
must be done and obviously in an agricultural com- 
munity you can only do that  by helping the peas- 
antry. I f  the honourable junior member for St. 
Thomar lin his own way has made a beginning why 
should i t  be said that he is wasting time? Night 
after night in the House of Commons members air 
the1:r views and questions are asked a t  the rate of 
one hundred a night: there is nothing wrong with 
that. But  honourable members will not read or 
learn or hear. I t  is a pity that the honourable 
junior member for  St. George did not suggest that 
compulsory education for members of this House 
should be introduced. No member of this House 
is against the passing of a Resolution for the Gov- 
ernment to make its best effort, for all Parties to 
put their heads together and face this Dollar Crisis; 
nobody is against that for one half second; but  just 
because this debate started before the honourable 
senior member for St. Philip started off with his 
motion we are to have this exhibition of behavionr 
which is an  indication that the people of this colony 
are going to bring back in  this House the class of 
persons to which the honourable senior member for 
St. Philip i q  allied. I say that the people of this 
colony will find that they are welcoming an adder 
into their bosom; they will cut their throats before 
thes do that.  If people think that any alliance 
mith the rich people of this colony will help the 
poor, some of the unfortunate people who think that 
they are being helped will suffer in  the process. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  Having said that let us g& 
on with what is before us. 

Mr. ADAMS: Every back-bencher has the 
right to make his contribution to any matter; even 
a little newspaper reading will tell people thar 
Som, honourable members seem to think tha t  be- 
cause other honourable members are supporters of 
the Governn~int they must not express their own views 
froill the floor of this House. Some of my opponents 
are really amusing. At, one time you hear that some 
honourable members are 'rye~men7';  they cannot 
open their mouths for themselves and when they open 
their mouths for themselves you hear that they are 
wasting time. The trouble with that  Party over there is 
that they are too slow. I hope that  when the honour- 
able senior member for  St. Philip moves the passing 
of his Message w k h g  for a joint meeting of the two 
Houses of the Legislature, none of us will waste any 
time with tit because we all know that  we should put 
our heads together and do our best and see what can 
be done in connection with this Dollar Crisis. I hope 
that we mill not waste any time in ranting against the 
Brit'ish impe~ialists. We have to remember that we 
ire not yet a reppblic; we are still a dependent 
:olony- 



Mr. SPEAKER:  We are not debating that. 
Mr. ADAMS: The only thlmg we can do in this 

crisis is to put  our heads together and make sug- 
gestions as to what can be done about it. I would 
like to see honourable members including m e ~ n b ~ r s  
of the Congress Party make some sugg%>bLons tc ik.- 
Governmentout  of the mouths of babes and suck- 
lings you get wisdom occasionally (Laugllter ) ---in 
relation to this problem. I am sorry :f 1 seemed to 
have tired the Home but for an honourable membel 
to lose his temper because his oppouent is quicker 
than he, is childish. The arguments oC the honour- 
able junior member for  St. Philip will be infini;ciy 
more effective if he shouts a little less and attempts 
to speak i n  a cool manner. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I do not i n e n d  to speak at  
any length on this matter or  to attempt to give lion- 
ourable members any advice as to how they should 
speak. I hope that I will be forgiven if I discuss the 
plight of the peasants. The grievances froin which 
the peasants of this colony are suEering have been 
raised in this House time and time again and it is 
the duty of the Government to rzlieve them of 
these grievances. As far  as the question of the 
weighing of peasants' canes is concerned, the Govern- 
ment should see that Inspectors arp present ai the 
factories whenever theqe canw are being weighed su 
as to ensure that there will not be any repetition of 
what has been happening for all these years; a ~ l d  of 
that terrible incident which took place at Spring Hail 
Factory not very long ago when the weight of a 
101 ry  load of canes was tested and found to br: 
over 500 pounds in excess of what had been register- 
ed. To ensure that the peasants' canes are properly 
Neighed and the correct weights recorded is the firsr; 
duty of the Govewment, particularly in the case or' 
sugar factories where the tickets are not given to 
the peasants but are kept and hidden and the peas- 
ants are told that the weights mere so much and so 
much. Whatever price is 'being paid a ton of canes 
is not going to be a ton. Another point is that the 
Government should ensure that there is a fixed 
price paid for canes, and that matter' has been 
closely investrlgated by  the Committee appointed A n  
consider Professor Shephard's R.eport as to the method 
of fixing the price to  be paid for canes. As regard& 
the interest paid on loms from the Sugar Industr7- 
Agricultural Bank we have reduced the rate, and 3 
suggest that i n  respect of the Peasants' Loan Bank 
-the honourable junior member for St. Thomas has 
said that he knows that  the1 Government is g i v i n ~  
consideration to the matter-the amount of considera- 
tion by the Government will not be so small as re- 
ducing the rate of interest from -5% to 4$% or 3% 
but that the loans will be absolutely free of interest 
to the peasants. Of course it costs money to run a 
bank; i t  costs money to run  the various deparir~ciitq 
which are necessary for  the p u b h ;  but becense iP 
will cost a little more money to rnll this Department 
if you do not charge 5% interest that is no reason 
why the money should not be raicel. With somP 
peasants i t  is made obligatory on thcm to qive their 
votes to the factory owners a t  election time, and I 
feel that we should allow the peasant., to get their 
loans from the Peasants' Loan Bank absolutely 
free of interest. There is no justification in 
charging them one quarter of 1%. To use an  
unparliamentarp e x p ~ s s i o n  it is the inescapable 
duty of the Government "to go the whole hog." 
I feel that when we amend the law as soon as possi- 
ble md the peasants are given their loans free of 
interest, we will have done something for th. 
good of the peasants, something which is worth 
while, when you recall that they are a long-suffering 
section of the community. These 19,OUO people have 

for years been s d e r l n g  as a result of the Govern- 
ment having taken no in~erest  m them; they naw 
been the vlctlms of exploi~atlon by the factory 
3wners and they have long been cultivating their 
land a t  a loss. I feel that the.least the Government 
:an do is to take the necessary steps to have the 
grievances of the peasants one hundred per cent 
removed and let them have their loans free 01 m- 
terest from the Peasants' Loan Bank. 

Mr. SPMA1ONL)S: Nr. Speaker,-I want mosL 
heartily to support the honourable mover of the 
adjournment of the House so as to discuss thli 
question this afternoon. I feel that remarks h a w  
been made which have contributed towards shedding 
some light which the peasants will be glad to re~eive. 
The h0110urabi~ semoY member for the City has 
drawn to the attention of this House that the peasants 
of this colony are required to pay a higher rate of 
interest on their loans from the Peasants' Loan Bank 
than the owners of estates have to pay on loans from 
the Sugar Industry Agricultural Bank; and that is 
a state of aEairs which any Government which has 
been elected by the vote of peasant proprietors and 
woldx people should not c o u n t ~ n ~ i n c ~  for one second 
longer. (Cheers). The peasant proprietors are the 
people of this island who should be grateful to the 
honourable junior member for St. Thomas who has 
made this motion for adjournment this afternoon. I 
want strongly to support the l.emarks of those honour- 
able members who suggest that the peasants should be 
qranted loans free cf interest; I go further and 
anggcst that all peasants who ;L., this period of crisis 
in our history, with a tremendous food shortag2 
facing tlie island, endeavour to plant food crops so 
as to assist in remedying this situation, should 
xci ive eiieouragement by way of subsidisation from 
the Government. (Cheers).  

Mr. RAMSAY : I want io assure this House 
that I must deal with things in a, practical wag7. 
If anyone says that the peafints are not the back- 
bone of this community that is due to the lack of read- 
ing and of commonsense. I want this H o k e  to be 
practical; you cannot get something out of nothing 
and manna is not going to come down from Heaven. 
I mill ask that the peasants Fe nllowed to pay 
a r& of interest as low as possible; what is allowed 
the plantation owne1.s should also lie allowed the 
peasants. (A MEMBER : Lower than that) .  That 
is my idea and I want to be practical. I know you 
s,hould not borrow money unless you can pay some- 
thing for it. 1 am not subscribing to any free loan. 
I say: let the peasants pay interest a t  the lowest 
possible rate and let the plantation owners pay the 
same rate. They are all inhabitants of the country 
and I say that we should not discriminate. As 
regar& the scale beams at the factories we wouid 
like the weights to be shown from both sides; I 
cannot say a t  present that anythi~lg is wrong about 
the weights because 1 cannot prove it. I know that 
n y  peoplc are very suspicious and I would like the 
Government to see that these scales should be marked 
on both sides so that the wayfaring man can see the 
ceights. I moved that the question be put  just nov 
so that all this bickering and quarelling should 
cease. I t  does the Chamber no good to talk about 
how many of us have come from the gut;terr; i t  is 
disgraceful to see what we have gone on m t h  to-day. 
Yet if we are children, i t  takes all of this to make 
the world. This island is in a cerious plight and we 
should do everything possible to see that  the peasants 
eet a square deal. The honourable junior member for 
St. Lucy has referred to the incident at  Sprlng Hall 
Factory I do not know any thing about it but  it will 
take a lot to satisfy the peasants. I f  you are going to 



put people in the scale-beem permanently you will 
have to rotate them otherwise the paesmts will not be 
satisfied. I know that the Government will do every- 
thing possible in this ma.tter but they must not come 
back to this House with any scheme in which therc 
is no commonsense. I t  is lunacy to say that people 
should borrow money withouc having to pay any 
interest on it. If the planters want money and thd 
peasants also want money they are all Barbadians- 
they are all good, sound Barbadians-let thern pay 
the same rate of intemt. I do not appreciate a q -  
body getting something for nothing. Up to the 
prtsent time I have not heard that plantation owners 
do not pay any interest on their loans. I should l&e 
10 say this : if I lend anybody money and he is selling 
shingles i t  is gratitude a t  least for him to sell them 
to me. How can you exepect to borrow money from 
Uulkeley's and sell your canes to ,Mwer Estate t That 
is not fair. Let the peasants have their loans a t  the 
same rate of interest which the plantation owners 
;lay. We want social legislation we want 
many things done and where is the money coming 
from? If we are to get all them things 1e;t us have 
commonsense. Four by four is sixteen; you cannot 
make i t  forty-four. I wknt hohcrt&a'ble members to 
use their kornmonsense; do- not let us asEt the Go+ 
er11rnen.t to send down legislation to lend people 
money free of interest. That is not practical. Pro- 
fessor Beaalsy will be against i t ;  C$meron Yudbr will 
will be against it; I will be against i t ;  it is nbt 
clommonrlenere. 

Mr. MiAPP: When I moved the adjournment 
of the Hoase in order to discuss this tnatter I did not 
imagine thtbt the debate wutdd have gorie to  mich 
lengths. T thought that a matter of this &t )rmld 
have received sueh wholehearted support from mem- 
bers of this House that wwb codd have diseuwd 6 h ~  
dollan crisis and all other crises this afternobn. I 
do not rise to speak very often in this House and I 
do not think that anyone could charge me with 
speaking on a purely personal bmis. I hope never 
to do that. My reason for ra ihg  the m t t e r  in 
this way is this: obviously it would take it lobg time 
before you could discuss an Address in ccmndion 
with the matter becaase the Address would have 
been pushed at the bottom of t$e Order Pa er. M- 
mittedlp, this qtrestiod has been tdsed be f ore but 
the point is that nothing has been done. There 
!vas therefore nothing left for me to do but to raise 
the qaestion agtcin at the earliest passible oppor- 
tunity. Too lahg have we in this colony b@n deal- 
ing with purely personal motives and not with f i n -  
ciples, As long at f akn & &ember of this House 1 
hope to deal with principles, whether they are in 
connecthn with apitd ar labour, and m6 with per- 
sonalities. I do not waste any time in replying to 
puerile suggestioxis; I should just like to say tha: 
when an hsnourrtble mmber charges me with saying 
that I h o w  that the Gloveramerit has the matter 
under conaiderstion and is giving it early a%f&im 
that io wt oorrwt. What I aid was that I know 
the Uovernment, has the m&kr under consideratkm 
and f hape that they will pay early attentioo 
to it. The fact that the big land-owners can borrow 
monw at €he r&e d 34% intemst while the peasants 
have "to pay s higher Ate must cause some alarm +n 
those whe have the interest of the small man at heart. 

is a matt& twlriJ1, to my mind, shovvd 
hp raised at the earliest ~ossible: opportunity and that - - 
&why I raised it this &ternam. I hbpinn that 
the matter would have been discussed within half an  
hour- and we could discus something else aftermar+. 

j*: This idea of interest started with the Jews ; they dar t -  
ed this system of usury. I f  you lent a man movnv 
for investment and he made a profit he had to  vq.r- 
you something in addition to what you lent him. In 

this case we are saying that the situation of the peas- 
ants is so serious, the hhi'dships which they have t4 
endure are so gHat, that the dovernment should 
creak a subsidy on their behalf. When 1 spoke in 
the first instance I suggested that the rate of interest 
paid by the easants should be lowered or abolished 
but I atn de 8 nitely in favour of its being abol.shed. 
We want to assist the colony in being more sdlf- 
supporting. ?he small lanadwhers must be ass sted 
in intensifying their e & r t  8% greater production and 
they are in a sei40us pli& at pfeseht. I now ask 
leave to w i t h h w  B y  niotion. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber wa+y granted leave to withdraw his motion. 

RESOLtJTION RE DOLLAR CRISIB. 

I&. CRBWFIORD: Mr. Speaker,-Ln pursuanee 
of the notice which I gave earlier to-day I now bog 
to move the passing of the following Ibewlution: 
Resolved that in the opinion of this House it js e r -  
pedient that &ere be convened a joint meeting of 
the two Houses of the Legislature fsf the purpose af 
considering the 6situah arising oul; of Bhe present 
Dollar Crisis. 

Later 1 W& ts BBBV~ the p d n g  of a Message to 
the Other Place embodying the t a w  of this BRBDlu- 
tion. f t  is a late hem BOW and I presume that a t  
the joint aeeting of the bgialltttnre which ,a prb- 
posed, honourable member$ wikl b4 able W discuss 
at length the various aspeets of bh6 situation and 
even go further and m&e propos&ls; which in their 
considered opinion will be of d ~ a n b g e  in fiaeeiilrg 
the situation. I do not tthialc it is fieceernary for me 
to make any long speech a t  this et@@ in support of 
thd motion which I have dust made; I mmly  wrtnt 
to emphasi~e the importmce of this proposed Con- 
ference by observing th& even in &he m&w athieh 
we have just ctiscueaed th qusatisn of stepping tip 
the food prduotion of the oddhy &lad In&ing the 
colony more self-suffioient nakhidg cali be done anti1 
such time as we have solved the difiiedltiee arisihg 
out of the Dollar Crisis. Honmrable melnbas have 
talked glibly about irrigatibn units m d  thus6 who 
face the situation as it really is will realise that in 
this matter of increasin$ our food p;rodn$tio,h we can 
do nothing ej3 brig aa the resent dktfught lasts. 
Irrigation is the only thing t 1 J Woald be af aslsi+t- 
ance to us but with tbe present restrictions whit& 
have been lmposed ip this colony as a result of the 
dolbr crisis we will not be able to get units'im irri- 
gation purpases. A s  I 4n this Chamber befope, 
one restriction is that agglicstions fw mrttorials fcw 
@pit& development will mt b permitted n n l w  t& 
equipment is of saoh a natnm that it will be ebb to  
repay the investment wit- twe pars. Otiviwsty 
units for irrigation will be ineluded in that m t e g w  
in the sense that no fan mill or pamp cart ~eptry its 
capital costs in twenty-four mm*. It is =ry 
to solve this question *in some way or other and in 
spite of the admonition t h t  e e  &mld not W k  plain- 
ly to  the British Goverllment i t  is absdutdy rreessary 
for us to impress with every means at our d%#msd 
upon the British Governmen& the faet that in our 

- 

opinion it is impossible for us to exist or mainbin a 
reamnable stand.ard of civilised mktence and it is 
impossible for us to put i n b  operrttisn what is pro- 
posed in these restrictions and let the rnatte~ fest 
there. Although I am at a great dissdvantage in 
that I do not want tro detain the Rouse, I #a&f to 
make a few of the points which have oocnmed to me. 
T fed that we shall have to do one of three thi-, 
namely, we shall have to take steps to ascertain in 
some way or other the extent of the loss in revenue 

1 which this colony will suffer from these proposed re- 



~trict ions and then perhaps ask the British C:l l ,  L in 
ment for an additional grant over and abii,,; tll, 

;E800,000 which we have allocated to US Lu,n t h ~  
Colonial Development and Welfare Departmmt to 
cover the loss in our revenue ; we ~ h ' i l ~  have to nisist 
that the best possible p rke  is paid us for our main 
export crops in order to bring the price for our 
export commodities into some millions considering 
the price we have to pay for our imports. Incidentally 
I should like to say in passing that if, for instance, 
last year we had been paid the price for our sugar 
which the British Government paid other people that 
would have resulted in the circulation of another two 
and one-half million dollars in  the colony. The other 
alternative is that we shall have to push as rapidly as 
possible plans for our own industrial developmem: 
here. The honourable junior member for St. Philip 
has given notice of an Address calling for a capital 
of half a millioll dollars to be spent on a programmr 
of indmtria.lisation and we would be well advised to 
establish a Colonial Development Corporation with 
the capital suggested and get financial assistance for 
industrial development from the proposed Colonial 
Development Corporation. It is important that hon- 
'burable melmbers appreciate how necessary i t  is for 
some immediate steps to be taken in  this matter; it k 
also very important to point out to the British Gov- 
ernment that putting these restrict.ions in force i11 

the way suggested must result i n  unbelievable priva- 
tion and misery and perhaps a n  increase in  crime. In  
a n  important matter like this honourable members are 
a t  a great disadvantage because through lack of time 
and light they will not be able to make the contribu- 
tions which they should make. It is almost four 
weeks now that I have been endeavouring to get the 
House to disauss this matter, and although i t  is very 
urgent rather than push through this Resolution this 
afternoon without honourable members having the 
opportunity to express what is operating in their 
minds and give a pointer both to the local Governmeni 
and the Colonial Office as to the serious attitude we 
are adopting, it might be better, if honourable mem- 
bers do not object to postpone the p m i n g  of the Reso- 
lution until next Tuesday. I feel that i t  is highly 
important that honourable members of this Chamber 
should be able to make some contribution to this de- 
bate. I am therefore quite willing owing to the late- 
ness of the hour to agree t6 the postponement of the 
debate until next Tuesday if honourable members so 
desire. 

Mr. AD'ANS: I beg to second the motion for 
the passifig of the Resolution this afternoon. If we 
express our views now we shall have to repeat 
them in the Other Place. The Government is more 
than willing to give credit to any member of this 
community for any suggestion which he makes. I 
suggest that members of the community make necom- 
mendations and send them to tbe Government with 
their names and addresses. I f  we are going to have 
E joint meeting of the Houses of the Legislature must 
me express our views now merely for them lto G 
read in the Press next day? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the honourable member 
seconding the motion l 

Mr. ADAMS: I am second in^ i t  with ~ 1 e a . s ~ ~ .  
HonouraFle membeis do not miis the dkiculties 
that v- a r m  up against in  not being an indepmdent 
territory. The Colonial Office told us clearlv what thc 
position would be and if any .member of the com- 
munity thinks that he has views to exnrcss as to ~ h n t  
should b.e done in thiq erisis the Government will 
be  plensw? to rcceive them. The honourable senior 
member for St. Philip has suggested industrial d.- 

velopment: other suggestions have been made one 
of them being that the Department of Science and 
Agriculture should give cabbage and yam plants and 
so forth to the peasants practizally free. I suggest 
that this Dollar Crisis is much too serious for us to 
make Party capital out of it. Let us pass this 
Resolution and ask the Other Place to meet us. There 
is no meeting of the Executive Committee this 
week and therefore no proposal will come down 
unless we meet. The Order Paper as f a r  as Govern- 
ment Business is concerned has been cleared to-clay 
for the first time in half a century or more, and if 
there is no meeting of the Executive Commit- 
tee them will be no work to be sent down. The 
House will have to be adjourned for a fortnight. 

Mr. WITJKINSON This is a matter on which 
every member is going to speak, and as the honour- 
able senior member for St. Philip has suggested, we 
c m  deal with i t  a t  ournext  meeting . I n  any cas- I do 
not think that anybody will bs  against the passing 
of this Resolution and I ask honourable members t o  
follow my example and vote fo r  it. 

Mr. MOTTLET: I t  may safely be said that this 
colony is still a glorified Crown Colony 'and we am 
a t  a loss to understand how the Colonial Office is 
telling us that they are hoping to give us a greater 
opportunity to manage our own affairs and then we 
hear something else over the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. Whatever may be said, it must be 
borne in mind that such regulations as might apply 
to other colonies which are more self-supporting than 
we are, might not apply here. Anyway I will re- 
serve my suggestions for the joint meeting of the 
Legislature. 

Xr.  F. L. WALCOTT : I cannot see honourable 
qembers. I am appealing for light. 

Mr. MeAPP rose to speak. 
Mr. SPEAKER. I think the honourable. mem- 

ber has already spoken. 
MEMBERS : Question ! - 

The question that this Resolution do now pass was 
put and resolved in the affirmative without dkision. 

The Resolution was passed. 

MESSAGE RE JOINT MEETING O F  THE 
LEGISLATURE 

Mr. CRAWIFORD: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to 
move that the following Message do now pass:- 

The Hozcsa of Assembly 
To 

The Honourable the Legislative C m &  

The House of Assembly have the honour to for- 
ward herewith a copy of a %solution which khey 
have passed a t  their meeting to-day, and ask that if 
the Council are in agreement with this Resolution a 
joint meeting of the two Houses of the Legislature be 
convened at  as ,early a date as goss?ble, to be fixed 
by  the President of the Legislative Council and the 
Speaker. 

Resolved that in the opinion of this House it is 
exnedifnt that there be convened a joint meeting of 
the two House., of the Legislature fo> the purpos< of 
.onsidering the situation arising out of the present 
Dollar Crisis. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Message do now pass was 

put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 
The Message was passed. 
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THE ADJOURNMENT. 

The Order Paper having been fixed, 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to tnove that this House do 

now adjourn to this day fortnight, the 25th day of 
Novembea, 1947, at  twelve o'closk noon. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. C R A W O R D :  I beg to move as an  amend- 

ment that the words "this day fortnight, the 25th 
day of Novembler, 1947." be deleted in order to in- 
sert the words "this day weth. the 18th day of 
Rovember, 1947." 

Mr. GARNER: I beg to second that. 
fi. ADAMS: I should like to repeat that there 

will be no meeting of the Executive (;"ommittee on 
Thursday and thedefore no work can be sent down. 
I f  we meet next Tuesday we may easily get through 
Government Business by two o'clock and in the fol- 
lowing week there will be no Government Business 
to be done. I am asking honourable members to 
kill two birds with one stone; the Other Place has to 
meet and consider our Message and then arrange- 
nients have to be made for us to meet them. 

Mr. SYMMONDS: There is much Private 
Mem5ers' Business on the Order Paper to be done 
and I rise to support the amendment. 

Nr. SPEAKER,: A motio3 has been m* 
that this House do now adjourn to this day fort- 
night, the 25th day of November, 1947, a t  twelve 
o'c.lock noon. An amendment h% been moved that 
the words "this day fortnight, the 25th day of 
November, 1947", be deleted in order to insert the 
words "this day week, the 18th day of November, 
1947." The question therefore is that the words 
proposed to be deleted stand part  of the motion. 
Honourable members in favour of that will please 
say "Aye", those against will please say "No." I 
think the "Ayes" have it. 

A division was taken as follows:- 
Ayes:-Messrs. F. L. WALCOTT, COX, MOP, 

TALMA, ADAMS, BLACKMAN, WILKINSON, RAMSAY, 
and Dr. CUMMINS-Q. 

Foes : Dr. WILSON, Messrs. SYMMONDS, BRANOK- 
FR, CRAWORD, GARNER, MoTFLEY and HAPNES--7. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The question has been decided 
in the affirmative, nine honourable members voting 
' A " ,  and seven honourable members voting 
"No". The question now is that  this House do 
now adjourn to this day fortnight, the 25th day of 
November, 1947, a t  twelve o'clock noon. Honour- 
a%le members in favour of that will please say 
"Aye", those against will please say "No". I think 
the "Ayes" have it. This House now stands adjonmed 




