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SESSION 1947—48

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 25th November, 1947.
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem-
bly met at 12 o’clock noon to-day.

Present :
His Honour Mr. G. B. EvELy~ (Spegker), His
; Honour Mr. J. E. T. BRANOKER, (Deputy®8peaker),

Mr. J. T. C. Ramsay, (Chairman of Committees),
Messrs. L, E. Smita, M. E. Cox, D. A. Foster, R. 8.
Marp, F. L. Warcorr, C. E. Tauma, G. H. Apawms,
ERie B.A, H.-D. BuacrMAN, J. A. Havnes, B.A., H- A.
. Dowping, V. €. GALE, and Dr. H. G. CuMMINS.
' Prayers are read.
Mesmers. S. A. WaLncort, and
the House and take their seats.

SYMMONDS enter

MINUTES. .

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on

the 11th November, 1947, having been circulated #re
" taken as read and confirmed.

DOCUMENT

s,
&

~ Mr, SPRARER: I have the honour to inform
the Hégse that I have received the Colonial Treasur-
er’s Financial Report for the month of October, 1947.
© Mr. WiLRinNsoN enters the House and takeg his
seat.

PAPERS LAID

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker.—I have the hon-
our to lay on the table of the House the following
Papers :— -

Report on the Bxcige Branch of the Customs
Department for the year 1946.

Memorandum on employment of labour from
outgide the United Kingdom.

Statement showing gross Customs and Exeise
receipty to the 31st July, 1947. )

Mr. Morriey enters the House and takes his
sest,

NOTICES
Government Notices are given as follows:.—

Mr. BLACKMAN: Resolution for €27 11. 11.
ac ™ refund to Messrs. Robert Thom, Ttd., of the

E-d
@

Customs Import duty and package tax paid on one ’ﬁ

case containing an Opperman 4-wagel drive assem-
bly which was subsequently shipped «w Trinidad.

Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution to place the sum
of £210 4. 2. at the disposal of the Governor-in-Exe-
cutive Committee (to be subsequently refunded as a
free grant under the provisions of the Colonial De-
velopment and Welfare Act on the terms and con-
ditions stated in the Message from the House of
Assembly to His Excellency the Governor, dated the
14th December, 1943) for the purpose of paying an
additional grant to Barbados Welfare Limited.

Mr. TALMA: Resolution to grant the sum of
£332 to the Peasants’ Loan Bank to pay a cost of
living allowance to the staff of the Bank with effect
from the 1st April, 1946, to the 31st March, 1948, .

Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution to place the sum
of £431 at the disposal of the Hospital Board to en-
able the Board to engage the services of a whole-
time Resident Surgical Specialist at the rate of
£1,000 a year, to pay him a cost of living allowance
at the current rates, and to provide him with a house
allowance at the rate of £150 a year.

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum of
£2,230 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee for the service of the Colonmy as set out
in the Schedule hereto.

Mr. TALMA: Bill to provide for the payment
of a gratuity and reduced® pension from the Public
Treasury to Lisle Aubrey Chase, formerly Superin-
tendent of the Government Industrial Schools in
this TIsland.

MR. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the
House into Committee of Supply at its next meeting
to consider the money Resolutions of which notice
has just been given.

Other Notices are as follows:—

Mr. MOTTLEY: Of the following Address:

The House of Assembly
To .
His Excellency the Governor

1. The House of Assembly are of the opinion
that, in view of the difficultv being experienced by
Memberg of the Civil Establishment and other govern-
ment employees in thig Island in the matter of acquir-
ing homes for themselves and their families, the gov-
ernment should establish a Fund from which to make
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loans to such members of the Civil Establishment and
other government employees as may need such assist-
ance to enable them to acquire homes as is at present
being done by the government of the neighbouring
colony of Trinidad and Tobago.

2. The House respectfully request Your Excel-
lency to send down the necessary legislation to give
effect to this proposal.

Mr. GARNER enters the House and takeg his seat.

Mr. SYMMONDS: Of the following Address:

The House of Assembly
To
His Exzcellency the Governor

1. The House of Assembly are of the opinion
that the setting up of Canneries locally for the pro-
cessing and preservation of Tomatoes, Ocliras, Hte. is
desirable.

2. The House respectfully request Your Excel-
Jency to consider the advisability of setting up a
. Committee to investigate the possibilities of erecting

" and operating such Canneries with or without Gov-
ernment assistance.

3. The House respectfully request Your Excel-
lency to take the necessary steps to implement this
proposal.

Mr. MAPP: A Bill to amend the Corrupt Prac-
ticeg Prevention Act, 1885—2.

Mr. SYMMONDS: Of the following Addresses:

The House of Assembly
To

Hts Excellency the Governor

1. The House of Assembly are of the opinioa
that greater efforts should be made and increased
financial Assistance given by Government in onder
to ensure a substantial expansion of the Tourist Trade
in this Colony, thereby providing this Island with a
qupply of Dollars and creating employment for taxi-
drivers, hotel-workers, market-gandeners, and those
persons engaged in the making of various handicrafts
and the home-industries sponsered by Barbados
Welfare Limited.

2. The House respectfully request Your Excel-
lency to take the necessary steps to implement this
proposal.

The House of Assembly

To
HiAs Ezxcellency the Governor

1. The House of Assembly are of the opinion
that in order to assist in promoting the Industrial
Development of the Colony and providing employ-
‘ment, the erection of cement and/er glass factories 1s
desuable

2. The House respectfully request Your BExcel-
leney to consider the advisability of setting up a Com-
‘mittee to investigate the possibilities of erecting such
Tactories with or without the help of the Government.

3. The House respectfully request Your Excel-
lency to take the mnecessary steps to implement this
proposal.

The House of Assembly

To
His Bxcellency the Governor

1. The House of Assembly are of the opinion
that with the development of deep Oil Wells, the

e et e e——e——ve————

economic resources of this colony will be inereased
and opportunities for work thereby created,

2. The House are also of the opinion that the
CapaCIty of the Island’s natural gag supply in rela-
tion to

(a) Domestic consumption

(b) Providing power for productive indus-
trial undertakings as suggested by Sir
Frank Stockdale should be ascertained
as soon as possible.

3. The House respectfully request Your Excel-
lency to take the necessary steps to implement these
nroposals.

The House of Assembly

" To
His Excellency the Governor

1. The House of Assembly are of the opinion
| that immediate steps should be taken to extend the
[ “Pig-rearing Industry” in this Colony.

2. The House are further convinced that a
plentlful supply of breadfruit would be of great as-
sistance ip the development of this Industdy and,
with this end in view, respectfully request that steps
be taken to make breadfruit treeg available to every
householder in this Island who may desire them.

3. The House respectfully request Your Excel-
lency to take the necessary steps to implement this
proposal.

The House of Assembly
To
His Ezxcelleny the Governor

“ 1. The House of Assembly are of the opinion
that immediate steps should be taken to set up a
branch of the Public Library in the parish of Saint
George.

2. The House respectfully request Your Ex-
cellency to send down the necessary legislation for
implementing this proposal,

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: A Bill to fix a minimam
price for Peasant Canes for the year 1948.

QUESTIONS

° Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committee present at
the next meeting of this House:—

Is it 5 faet that a kerb-wall extending from the

North Eastern part of Bank Hall main Road along
Bank Hall cross Road, parish of St. M;lchael was
recently constructed bv the Department of nghway\
and Transport?

(2) If the answer to query 1 (above) is ‘‘yes,”’
will Government inform this House of the following :—
(a) Whether wall in question was done
under supervision of an Overseer of the Depart-
ment; and if so, by whom?
(b) Total cost of thiz kerb-wall?:
(c¢) How long did it take to construct same?
(d) Present condition of the said walls
Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committee present at
the next meeting of this House ¥
Is it a fact that lorry drivers and lorry labour-
ers, employed by the Department of Hizhways and
Transport are not paid for time expended by them in
the service of this Department after regular worling
hours?

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion: of Mr. Tarma, seconded by Mr.
Apaums, a Bill ta pnmrlde for the payment of a gratu-
ity and reduced pension from the Public Treasury to
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Liste Aubrey Chase, formerly Superintendent of the
Government Industrial Schools in this Island, is read
a firet time,

On the motion of Mr. Mapp, seconded by Mr.
Cox, a Bill to amend the Corrupt Practices Act
1885-2 is read a first time.

Mr. WARD enters the House and takes hig seat.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
Mr. SPEAKER: The first ‘Order stands in the

name of the homourable senior member for St.
Joseph,—To move the House inte Committee of Sup-’
ply to consider the gramt of sums of money for the

-gervice of the colony.

On the motion ©f Mr. Apams, ssgonded by Mr.
BrackMAN, Mr, SPEaRER Jeaves the Chair and the
House goes into Committee of Sapply, Mr. RaAmsay
being in the Chair.

EX GRANIA GRANT TO EDITH BARROW

Mr., TALMA : The first Resolution, Mr. Chair-
man, is for the sum of £58. 10. 5}. as an ex gratia
grant to Edith Barrow, formerly -employed at the
Cedringtom Experimental Station of the Department
of Reciemee and Agricultwure m oconsideration of her
21 years’ service in that Department. Edith Barrow
was employed from 1925 ag a labeurer at the Codring-
ton Bxperimentd] Station. She is at present suffer-
ing from cardiac failure and is mnable to work any
lomger. The object of thig Reselution is to provide
the means whereby some gort of sustenance will
be given to this unfortunate woman who has served
for 21 years and is now physically unfit. We all
know ‘the hardships which labourers endure during
the period in which fthey are able to work. Edith
Barrow is not eligible for a pension but the govern-
ment proposes to give her this gratuity which is
computed on the basis of one month’s pay for each
completed year of service. T beg to move that this
Resolution do now pass.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to seecond that.

Mr. MOTTLEY : I suppose it is necessary to
campliment those responsible for sending down this
Resolution but what I am worried about is the basis
on which matters of this sort are worked. It is my
experience—having been as a Poor Law Guardiaa
of the parish of St. Michael and I am sure
ft is the experience of the senior meinber . for

‘St. Thomag teo — that several of these labour-

ers who have worked for the Government for
15, 16 and i some cases 20 years have had
to fall back on the parish of St. Michael and other
parishes for some sustenance, and T am hoping that
thig poliecy will 'be pursued by the Government when
labourers have put in not only 21 years’ service but
a reasonable period of time and are no longer able
to work. T have had to call the Government’s atten-
tion to instances in which people who worked for it
for 18 years are given nothing after they have

been no longer able to work and I am hoping that "
some interest will be taken in this type of worker
when they reach the stage at which they are no !

longer able to work.
Mr. GARNER: Mr. Chairman—T do not share
the views of the honourable miember who has just

spoken. I am not going to compliment the Govern- |

ment becanse if the Government can see fit to
nrake those employees: in the higher brackets

_eligible for pensions, it should also see to it that

theose in the lower hrackets are also eligible for

-pensions and not have to depend on the good graces

of those in power to give them gratuities when thex

o

are no longer able to work. There must be some
set pelicy. Yeu give the ones in the higher brackets
pensions, give the oneg in ‘the Jlower brackets
pensiong also -and let them know that ‘they will be
eligible for pensions. An employee who receives
£600 a year knows that he is going to get a pension
when he is no longer ableto work but a poor laboarer
does not know what is going to happen to kim when

| he is no longer able to work. The fellow at the

top is assured of his pension but the fellow at the
bottom hagto go hat in hand begging when he retires.
That system is ridiculeus; it is a system by which
you make fish of the one and fowl of the other.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Tt is ungracious for any

] honourable member to cltaim that this Government is

doing something for the rich and not for the poor.
The remarks of the honourable member who has
Jjust sat down would lead anyone to believe that this
1s an act of the Government and not the law of
the land. This is a case in which this woman, so far
as the law relating to pensions is concerned, could be
ignored but the ‘Government has not done so; it has
‘taken her years of service into consideration and is
giving her a gratuity as a result of those years of
service. How <them can! anyonei blamp the
Government? If the honourable member wants to
do anything let him ask that an amendment to the
Pension Act be semt down to meet cases of this
nature but he cannot take this instance as .a spring-
board for accusing the Government of not doing
something that ig might. )

Mr. GARNER: On .a point of order. I never
accused the Government of anything.

Mr. P. L. WALCOTT The honourable member
said that those who work for £600 5 year are as-
sured of something but the poor labourers are not
assured of anything. That is not se. If that
were so, this Resolution would not be before us
to-day. Mr. Chairman, we who have given this mat-
ter some thought cannot appreciate the remarks of
the junior member for St. Philip becanse it ig xun-
gracious in the extreme for anmy hemourable mem-
ber, merely to make a statement for effect, to say that
thig Govermmient is doing something wrong in =mend-
ing down a Reselution of thig sort. On many an
occasion prior to this, people like this woman have
passed out of the Service without having received
anything but the present Government which in-
cludes persong with socialist points of view realizes
that pgople are human beings and should be treated
as such.

Mr. TALMA: I do not intend to delay this
matter any further but matters of this sort ceme be-
fore this House at almost every meeting and I should
have thought that the junior member for St. Philip
would be fully acquainted with #hem. This is an
ex gratia grant and thek means that thig woman is
not entitled to a pension but to g gratuity in re-
spect of her service to the Government. The honour-
able member hag been a member of this House long
enough to know that this is computed on the basis ol
one month’s pay for each eompleted year of service.
That has been’ the principle which has been observed
in the past. Tt is the principle which was adopted by
the Conservative Government and it is the principle
which has been adopted by the Labour Government
up to now.

Mr. WARD: This is nothing new ag far as I
know. T have been in this House a good meon= vears
and every now and then Resolutions of this kind
come down .to give gratuities io individn~t whe
have put in a certain number of vears” Tegular
service. Tt would be impracticable to brine all ecas-
ual labourers under the Pension Aect because some

-
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people may be employed for only a few weeks in
the course of a year. What I fee]l about this mat-
ter is that it would be more judicious on the pait
of the Government to allow this woman a certain
amount per week, so that she would not be able to
draw this money and some of her friends squander
it but would be in a position to carry on ag long as
she lives.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Before you put the ques-
tion, Sir, I should like to repeat what I said in
my earlien remarks, that is, that I hope that this
will be a get policy op the part of the Government.
I have not said that former Govermments have
not done a similar thing and I hope that honour-
able members have not misunderstood me. But I have
known instances in which people have put in 15,
16, 17 and even 21 years’ service and I have been told
on investigation that they do not come within the
seope of persons who should be given ex gratia
grants. These latter persons were not up to the
_retiring age but in the opinion of medical men they
could no longer work owing to the gtate of their
health, They were told that in the circumstances
they could not be given anything and I am express-
ing the hope that that state of affairk will no longer
exist. T feel that when people who have given 15 or
16 years’ service in a Government Department
are no longer able to carry on, their yearg of ser-
vice should be taken into censideration and they
should be given something. I can appreciate the
remark that all casual labourers cannot be brought
hnnder the Pension Aet but if the authorities are
humane they can take into consideration the ser-
vice of people who can no longer work, although
they have not reached the retiring age.

Mr. CRAwEORD enters the House and takes his
seat.
Mr. COX: Mr. Chairman—It is difficult to
understand some honourable members at times, more
especially the junior member for St. Philip. So far
as this grant is concerned, the honourable member
gaid that the Government should be complimented

Mr. GARNER: T did not say that the Gov
ernment should be complimented.
would not compliment them on the giving of this
grant or grants of a similar nature.

Mr. COX: When I first ecame to this House
these people received grants which were computer
on the basis of a year’s pay but owing to the con
stant agitation of the junior member for the City
and other members like myself the Government
adopted the principle of computing these grants on
the basis of one month’s pay for each completed
year of service. The trouble is this. Long years
before Liabourites came into this House, these people
never got any gratuities at all. I remember as fai
back as 1927 reédding a case in which a policemax
died in harness, so to speak, and when a Resolution
came before this House to grant that poor police
man’s widow his salary in order to help her bury
him, this House, constituted at the time of Conser-
vatives, bitterly opposed it and threw it out. Bu
to-day the position is changed. To-day, whether
an employee is rich or poor, high or low, so long
as he has worked for the Government and can no
ionger work, he is given consideration. I am sure
that the Government, ag is at present constituted.,
does and will continue to do its best to relieve the
wuffering of people who have given it years of service.

~ THE CHAIRMAN: The Chairman sincerely
hopes that the Government will see its way to change
this method of giving grants to people who have
served it. T feel that 61 years is much too long a
period for which an agricultural labour should carry

1 said that 1T

on; he should be allowed to retire at a much earlier
age.

The question that this Resolution do now pass is
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

MAINTENNANCE, EXPANSION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE
FISHING INDUSTRY

Mr, TALMA: The next Resolution, Sir, is for
the sum of £24,460 to meet the capital cost of the
maintenance, expansion and development of fisheries
production, marketing and distribution and to pro-
vide for the recurrent expenditure to the 31st March,
1948. Well, Sir, for many years now the Government
of this country has been attempting to improve the
fishing industry, not only by way of improving the
boats actually engaged in the industry but the
Government has a scheme, which is well known to
members here present, for the construction of big-
ger and better fishing boats, the erection of beach
shelters and the provigion of beach rightg to enable
fishermen and the purchasers of their fish to have
access to and from the sea. This scheme has been
prepared by the Fisheries Advisory Committee
under the directorship of the Director of Agricul-
ture who has done a lot of hard work for many
years now towards the development of the industry.
'To implement the scheme it is necessary that £24,460
should be voted from the Treasury and anyone who
claims to be a Labour member or to be liberal and
broadminded will appreciate the fact that £24,000
spent along the line of developing the fishing indus-
try by way of providing fish markets at Oistins
and Speightstown, beach shelters at several centres—-
Paynes Bay, Holetown, Reid’s Bay, Half Moon
Fort, Marting Bay, Conset’s Bay, Skeete’s Bay, Foul
Bay and Silver Sands—will be money well spent.
There will be only two other fish markets but there
will be about 10 fish sheds. The buildings for these
sheds have been bought by Government from Sea-
well and Charles Fort and will be converted not
only into fish sheds but also bathing sheds which
will offer facilities to the public who at present find
it difficult to get access to the sea to bathe. The
Government will purchase land whereby beach
rights will be provided. The Government is actual
ly moving along those lines, — lines which any
I®bour member or liberal-minded individual would
agree to—and, therefore, this Resolution should be
passed without any great controversial argument. I
should be eager and willing to give any information
which any honourable member may require but the
memorandum by Dr. Saint which accompanies this
Resolution more or less explains everything and
should normally satisfy every member of this Cham-
ber. I do not care to repeat myself more than is
necessary but this is a means whereby the fishing
industry will be assisted. We all know that the
fishermen are assisted by loans and if they are
assisted by loans they should be assisted in market-
ing their fish. I beg to move that this Resolution

do now pass.
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to second that.
Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman,—TI have been

trying the whole morning—inasmuch as this is a
very important matter—to see if I could get some
information from the senior member for Christ
Church, apart from the information in the tiny
addendum to this Resolution but although we have
heard a lot of flowery remarks we have not been
able to get any concrete information. This, to my
mind, is a matter that should be more clearly illus
trated to the members of the House of Assembly.
When this matter is passed like this and we do not
know the details as to how this money is to be
spent, we shall not only feel ashamed if we are

—~
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asked about it by our constituents and are not able
to give them the information which they may seek
but we ghall feel that we are to blame ourselves

for not possessing the necessary information in a

matter of this importance. I have heard you, Sir,
eomplain years ago that the Government will not
give sufficient information in the addenda to Reso-
lutions that are sent to this House and that we

.are treated like children in this respect. Now, there

is a memorandum which has been issued in conmnec-
tion with this Resolution and in that memorandum
there is a number of dubious statements, for exam-
ple, ““purchase of land at six points’’, ‘‘erection of
shelters’’

Mr. TALMA: T have already explained where
those points will be,

Mr. HAYNES: I am very sorry, Sir; but if the
honourable member did explain, he left out a very
important one—Tent Bay, Bathsheba~—and I should

‘certainly like to know if he did so inadvertently or

if it has been done with the knowledge of the Gov-
ernment. I think, Sir, that we ought to be given
more information on that point. Now, in paragraph
§ of the memorandum it is stated among other
things ‘‘estimated cost of experimental boat £2,500"

"but we are not told the purpose for which this

experimental boat will be obtained. I thought
that we would have been told whether this
experimental boat will be wused in catching fish
in the deeper waters where, I am told, most of the
fish are to be seen daily, but nothing like that has
been told us and I am hoping that the senior mem-
ber for Christ Church will give us a little more
information on these various items which are sel

‘out in paragraph 8 of the memorandum. Personal.

ly, I am very much in agreement with this Resalu-
tion but I do not see one cent provided for refrigerat-
ing plants and I would like to know why that is
not done. I am not an expert in fishing but I can
imagine that if a few of these plants were in opera-
tion we should be able to save a lot of the midnight
catches which are thrown away, and in that way
provide food for the publie.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman—1I listened
carefully to the senior member for Christ Church
when he referred to the various places at which
beach shelters will be erected and I must confess
that I heard him refer to one in the parish which T
represent, namely, Half Moon Fort, but I heard
him make no mention at all of the beaches at Stroud’s
Bay, Cove Bay, and Pie Corner, which are ag im-
portant as any other of the places to which he made
specific reference. If these places have escaped his
attention up to the present time I counsel him
to include them at the earliest opportunity, eithe
by a supplementary Resolution or otherwise, in the
list,

Mr. WILKINSON: Mr. Chairman,—I have
listened with great interest to the remarks of the
previous speakers and it is obvious from the re
marks of those who have spoken that everybody is
in sympathy with the idea of developing the fishing
industry. But, as the senior member for St. Andrew
has pointed out, we have not had an opportunity
to go into this question thoroughly. The memo-
randum which is issued in connection with this
Resolution really did not accompany it. As far as
I am concerned, I received my copy of it only yes
terday and probably other honourable members are
in the same position; therefore, it is unreasonable
to expeet that we could at this meeting thoroughly
understand the proposition which is put forward ir
this Resolution. As you know, Sir, when we have
important matters like this—and this is a most im
portant matter—to deal with. we usually refer them
to a Select Committee and T am suggesting to th

introducer of this Resolution that that method be
adopted. In thig case, it is not a question of oppo-
sition but a question of doing the right thing by the
right people. We are all in favour, as far as I know,
of carrying out some scheme for the development of

 the fishing industry but we all know that there is a

difference of opinion between the experts—Dr. Brown,
the expert who drew up the Fisheries Report in the
ten-year plan, and also Dr. Saint-—and, therefore, I
think that it is only reasonable that a very impor-
tant matter like this should be referred to a Select
Committee, so that we may understand it better. I
could not hear very well on this side of the table
but I understood the honourable member who intro-
*duces this Resolution to say that this scheme is
mentioned in the ten-yéar plan. That is quite cor-
rect. It is included in the ten-year plan but there
are some amendments to that. The amount of
money which is proposed to be spent has not been
reduced but I want to impress upon the honourable
member that although this scheme is included in
the ten-year plan, the plan has not been accepted
or adopted by this House and unfortunately our
finaneial position has changed very considerably
for the worse. We are all well aware of that, and,
therefore, we have to be cautious before we pro-
ceed further. Personally I think that this is one
of the schemeg in the ten-year plan that should
be proceeded with but I am not yet convinced that
the suggestions which are put forward in the memo-
randum co-ordinate with what is required. 1 think
that the correct way of dealing with this matter is
to move that the further consideration of this Reso
lution be postponed, with the object of having it
referred to a Select Committee when the House re-
sumes. I beg to move that the further consideration
of this Resolution be postponed for the reasong I
have stated. )

Mr. WARD : I beg to second that motion. I
myself feel that although we have had the ten-year
plan before us for quite a while, this memorandum
has only been in our handg for a day and then you
take into consideration the different changes in the
scheme I think we should have a little more time to
consider the matter. I would not like to sit here
and in trying to do something good for the fisher-
men, do something which will militate .against
them. If you are going to have boats built at a
cost of £450 each, unless the Government gives
these fishermen the money to build these boats, you
will be throwing the fishermen out and a different
type of person will be engaged in the fishing indus-
try. We all know that the present fishermen are
men of small means and if you put forward. re-
commendations which they would not be able to
carry out owing to their financial position, it will
mean that the fishermen will have to go out and
become the servants of other persons who are finan-
cially able to build boats of that particular type.
The memorandum states that there is an experi-
mental boat to be built at an estimated cost of
£2 500. Well, Sir, we should know what that means.
‘We should know whether that boat will have re-
frigeration and what type of boat it will be. We
do not want to spend £2,500 for this purpose with-
out being able to tell the fishermen what we are
doing. Tt would make us appear as if we are not
interested. If this Resolution was allowed to go
to a Select Committee where more particulars would
be given T feel that when it comes back the House,
as a whole, would give its assent to it. The main
thing we want is more information and if we get
that information I feel confident that so long as the
proposal is for the benefit of the people of this
country, every member of this House will give it
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his support ‘because this is an industry which should
be protected and given financial assistance.

Mr. MOTTLEY : Before you put the ques-
tion, Sir, I should tike to make a few observations
on this matter. On the last occasion when I -speke
about fishing in this Heuse, some honoursble mem-
bers dubbed it a fishy debate. Tos«day this is, I
consider, & fishy Resolution, although it is a Resolu-
tion which ig worth the wvery serious consideration
and support of -every thinking member of this
House. The several changes which are mentioned
in the memorandum wiltl take some studying and
I do not think that the senior member for Christ
Church who is in charge of this Resolution would
seriously object or could seriously cbject to a short
postponement just for us to get a little more infor-
mation. In the first place, this Resolution is for
24,000 odd pounds to render the necessary assistance
1o fishermen and, as such, the <inhabitants of this
country must benefit because the fishing industry
will eventually be enhanced. Dealing with the
memorandum I would like to inform the honourable
member—

The CHAIRMAN: I would like to inform the
honourable member for the City that he should
mnot deal with the memorandum except by way of
showing why we should have the postponement.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am doing that. In the
memorandum there are, for instance, recommenda-
tions by the Fisheries Advisory Committee and I
am at a loss to understand how up to now no one
with -any practicsl experience has been yet ap-
pointed to this Fisheries Advisory Committee. Now,
there is a feeling, and rightly so teo, Sir,—

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable member
talks about experiemce. In what? Housebuilding?

‘Mr. MOTTLEY: In fishing, Sir. I thought
you “skould have appreciated that T meant experi-
ence in fishing. There is a feeling that persons
who overnight, merely from the financial end of
the matter, came into fishing are selected and
pitehforked on 'this ‘Committee and not one of these
people who for generations have braved the seas
have been asked to sit on the ‘Committee. Now,
‘Bir, some honourable members, I know, can accept
with grace cengratulations to the Government for
doing anything but they hate to hear you criticize
the Government for not doing the right thing. As
far as this Pisheries Committee is -eoncerned I
want to be given the opportunity—and I think
that the honourable mnembers who ask for the post-
ponement of this Resolution are of the same feeling
—of finding out the reason why persomns with prac-
tical experience-—fishermen or small fishing-boat
owners—and not merely a man who has 25 or 30
fishing boats as an investment in the business are
not appointed on this Committee. 1 feel that it is
my duty to agree to the postponement on that
score and have my point of view as well as the
point of view of the fishermen and the small fishing
boat owners put before a Seleet Committee. Tt is
only vesterday, so to speak, that you could refer
to people in this island -other than small fishing-
boat owners for advice in matters relating to fishing
and T am at a loss to understand how onlv a large
fishing-boat owner can be pitchforked to this Com-
mittee. T am not saying that the Government is
responsible but T know that T am mot respensible
for it. Those of us who move about the fishermen
and the fishine folk ean hear expressions of opinion
nf that sort. Now. this Resolution is for 24.000 odd
vounds to help the fishing industry and it has
been suscested that in this scheme or ~whatevaer
scheme is nut forward. the fishine ear shounld he
imported duty free but that no one man because

of his finamcial pesition—and I am strong on this—
should be able to go to the lumber yards and get
all the gear for his boats while the small man gets
none, although he is told that the Government is pro-
tecting him. This is the sort of argument you can hear
from fishermen and small fishing'boat owners who
gather in the tens and twenmties about the streets:
“We cannot get this or that; it is not that the
stores do not have it but they are keeping it for
persons who have already paid for it.”” There is
a lot of truth in that argument; it is absolutely
true. T would like to say ‘this in passing.
Every member of this House has the greatest con-
fidence and respect for the Chairman of this Fich-
eries Advisory Committee—The Diractor of Agri-
eulture. His energy and integrity and eagerness
to assist in whatever he attempts to do in this
colony for the benefit of its inhabitants are too well
known but because, Mr. Chairman, you may have
that type of person as Chairman -of, or associated
with, this Cemmittee that should not prevent anv

of us from being made aware of conditions and

from expressing our views in a matter of this sort.
Everyone appreciates that the Chairman of this
Advisory Committee is one who would do everything
possible to farther this scheme and see it earried
through in a proper businesslike manner. As re-
gards the sites, that is not worrying me. The
gsenior member for Christ Church has, I agree,
omitted to mention several important sites and I
think that that is another reason why this Resolu-
tion should be postponéd to enable us to acquaint
ourselves with more of the facts. I repeat that the
postponement could not be honestly and seriously
objected to by any member of the Government
whether he be in charge of this Resolution or not.
The postponement for a week can do no harm and
I strongly suegest that it be done wunless people
are going to butt their heads against walls. As far
as T am concerned it does appear to me that the
postponement is in the interest of all coneerned.

Mr. ADAMS: Perhaps when I am finighed
speaking, other honourable members will not bother
to speak. If other honourable members say, as the
junior member for. St. James has said, ‘“We re-
eegved our copies of the memorandum only yester-
day and have not had time to go through it,
therefore, postpone the matter for a week,”” what
member of the Government would object to a plea
like that? Many of us come in here without hav-
ing done as much research in connection with
matters that are brought before the House as we
gshould do and if T were not a member of the Gov-
ernment T would say exactly what the junior
member for St. James has said, that is, ‘‘I have
not done what T would like to do. I have not gone
back over Dr. Brown’s report which is now four
years old, or the report of the West Indian Con-
ference which was held in this Island in March,
1944—more than three and a half years ago—and
re-read the appendix to the ten-year plan to which
Dr. Saint refers in his memorandum. That is
what I should like to do.” It is a .quite reasonable
plea to ask that inasmuch as we received Dr.
Saint’s memorandum only yesterday, let us have
a postponement of this Resolution to refresh our
memories as regards the recommendations which
have been made. But do not let us waste time by
sending this Resolution to a Select Committee. All
honourable members should do is to read Dr.
Brown’s report, the revort of the West Tndian
Confere.nce that was held in March, 1944, and the
appendix to the ten-vear plan and if thev mneed
anv farther information, it is the easiest thine mn
the world to get, between now and next Tuesday,

/
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any extra factual information from the Fisheries
Advisory Committee. If honourable members
read the memorandum, they will see that there is
nothing in it that they would not be aware of if they
had time to study it as it should be studied and I
do. sincerely ask hemourable members not to waste
time by sending the Resolution to a Select Com-
mittee. As vegards the sites, honourable members
must know that nothing has been done in respect
of them, without consuliing the fishermen on every
beach around the island.

Mr. CRAWFORD: This Resolution is for the
maintenance, expansion and development of fish-
eries prodmetion at a cest of £24,220. Well now,
Sir, this ig an appreciable sum eof money; it is
over $100,000 and apart from the large sum of
money involved, the industry with which the Reso-
lution deals is in my opinion one of the most im-
portant in the coleny. It is important from the
industrial point of view because if we can expand
our fisheries production we may be able eventually
not only to satisfy our loeal needs but to export
same. fish. In addition to that, fish is of infinite
importance with regard to the ordinary diet and
nutrition. of the population. Neow, in an impor-
tant matter like this, involving the expenditure of
over $100,000, honeurable members of this House
and the public ocutside are entitled, I submit, to the
most comprehensive explanation at the hands of
‘the honourable member whe introduced this Resolu-
tion. I had expeected, Sir, to hear the honourable
member who introduced this Resolution explain in
detail the manner in which it is proposed to spend
this 24,000' 0odd pounds: and to give the Committee
some of the infermation which I am absolutely
sure he has.

Mr. TALMA: On a point of explanation. If
the honeurable member had been in his seat at the
time I gave the information he would have heard it.

The CHAIRMAN: It is much better for the
introducer of the Resolution to wait until an hon-
ourable member is finished speaking and then reply;
he will: be more effective.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I do not know if the
honourable member’s eyesight is defective butel
never left my seat while he wag speaking.

The CHAIRMAN: I would very much prefer
that no remarks be passed which would appear to
be personal. :

Mr. CRAWFORD: The honourable member
in his. interruption said that T was not in my seat.

. The CHAIRMAN: Which I think is quite
right.

Mr. CRAWFORD: T never left my chair
while the honourable member was speaking and
what he did ssy does not correspond with the
memorandum we have before us. At page one of
the memorandum, paragraph 6, sub-paragraph (b)
states that the Resolution enwvisages the purchase
of land at six points. The honourable senior mem-
ber for Christ Church in his: remarks spoke of ten.

Mr. TALMA: T spoke of beach shelters.

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable senior
member for Christ Chureh is quite correet.

Mr. CRAWFORD: He has spoken of beach
whelters and we- have a paragraph of tligs memo-
randum: which deals with beach shelters. Am T to
understand that the Chair is attempting to inter-
pret for me what I am: reading in this memoran-
dum?

The CHAIRMAN:
Chair cannot.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Paragraph 6 sub-nara-
gravh. (b) of the memorandum states:—*“Tt ia
further considered that £1750° of the original

It is: unfortunate that the

- What is going to happen?’”’
. to-day with the intention of discovering why these
. two. sheds were omitted: from the Government’s
' plan: because I remember very well that the tem-

£4,300 estimated to be required for the erection of
‘Beach Shelters’ be allocated towards the cost of
the Station. This sum will dssist to finance the
erection of curing sheds, oil extracting room, net
drying racks, enclosing the area, ete. It is now
considered that a capital sum of £2,550 will be
sufficient to establish the Beach Shelterg which will
be less elaborate than originally envisaged. The
estimate is as follows:—(1) Purchase of land at
six points £700, (2) Erection of Shelters £1,750,
{3) Cupboards and scales £100, total £2550.” Wel
now, if the senior member for Christ Church or
the Chair is going to tell me—

The CHAIRMAN: I want to call to the
attention of the honourable senior member for St.
Philip that be must not make any reference to the

Chair that even appears. to be disrespectful. The
' Chair is only trying to. perform it duty.

Mr. CRAWFORD: But the Chairman said
that the senior member for Christ Church was quite
right—

The CHAIRMAN: I am not a superman. 1
allow members a ecertain amount of latitude—too
much latitude sometimes, I admit—while they are
speaking. The motion hefore the Committee is
that the further consideration of this Resolution be
postponed but the Chair feels that it is its duty
to allow honcurable members to give their reasons

_why they think that the Resolution should or
should not be postponed.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 intend to give my rea-
sons. I was saying that even where the senior
member for Christ Church has attempted te explain
what the Resolution really seeks to attain, he was

' absolutely' wrong. As a matter of fact I go further

and say that this question of beach sheds is in my

- opinion. very important beeause I sat on the Com-

mittee which submitted the 10-year development
plan and we originally decided at that Committee
to erect eight beach: sheds. Then when I received

'a copy of the memorandum I saw the Government
- had ‘decided. to ereet omly six.

L To-day 1 hear the
senior member for Christ; Church say that he wants
to erect ten. So I asked myself, ‘“Where are we?
I came -to- this House

year Development Committee redueced to an almost
irreducible minimum the number of points through-

- out the island at which these sheds showld be ereeted
- and they decided on only eight. Ag far ag I

recollect the sheds were originally to be erected at
Reid’s Bay, St. James; Cove: Bay, St. Luey, Con-

-set’s Bay, St. John, Skeete’s Bay, St. Philip, Foul
. Bay, St. Philip, Silver Sands, Christ Church;, Tent
- Bay, Bathsheba, and Half Moon Fort, St. Luecy.
- When, therefore, I heard the Lweader of the House
'say sotto voce that a supplementary Reselution

might come down for Tent Bay T ask, ‘“Where are

“the six points to bet Why have two been omitted?
i What is the peason: for omitting two?!
{ position ig- this.

Now, the
In the addendum to the Resolu-
tion it is stated that partienlars: of the entire'scheme

"which cover the expenditure in' this. Resolution are
‘given in the' memorandum which forms Appendix

2 to the ten-year development plan. I received
this Resolution early last week. Yesterday I read

the appendix to which i% refers- and between the
‘hours of last night and this morning T spent some
‘time on the memorandum in- reference and T as-

samed that any information I wanted would have
been given: me to-day by the honourable member
in charge of the Resolution. As a matter of fact.
last week when I received the Resolution T rang
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the particular government official for the informa-
tion and he told me that he had discussed the mat-
ter with the senior member for Christ Church who
would be in a position to give all the information
I wanted. In other words, if that had been done
—and it should be done to the satisfaction of hon-
ourable members— there would be no question
to-day of the postponement of the Resolution be-
cause the information would be available—I ses
the honourable member with a big file before him
—and all that would be necessary is an intelligent
and competent perusal of the file. As a matter of
fact I think the exhibition to-day is a very serious
blow to all their ambitions for ministerial power

and what not. Now, to get back to the question. I
do not know if it is any use my asking the senior
member for Christ Church but I certainly want to
get some information about these points at which
beach sheds are to be erected. I want to know the
reason for the emasculation of the scheme which
was originally put forward by the 10-year develop-
ment Committee.

The CHAIRMAN: The junior member for

St. James has asked for the postponement of the
Resolution in order that it might be sent to a Select
Committee for that purpose.

. Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 submit that all a Select
Committee can do ig to discuss the Resolution and
the memorandum. What T want to do is to explain
for the benefit of the honourable members who are
responsible for the introduction of this Resolution
that I do not agree with this emasculation on the
part of the Government of the fundamental recom-
mendations of the 10-year De¢velopment Committee,
Apart from reducing the number of fishing sheds,
the 10-year Development Committee sat for over a
vear and paid a lot of attention to these recommen-
dations before they finally appeared in print. Now
the appendix in the Committee’s Report which
deals with maintenance, expansion and development
of fisheries production, states, under sub-head ‘‘B”’
—The Multiplication of Operating Units, this:—
““Multiplication of operating units should when
necessary be assisted by (overnment credit faecili-
ties particularly in financing boat building. During
the past three years the Government has mads
loans to fishermen to assist in the repair and build-
ing of boats. Tt is considered, however, that these
schemes do not go far enough and, if the multipli-
cation of operating wunits of an improved type is
to be encouraged still further, free grants of say
£95 or not more than 20% of the actual cost of
the boat should be provided.”” In other words, the
Committee recommended, with a full sense of their
responsibility, that the fishermen should be assisted
with free grants for building boats of an improved
tvpe. Now, the Government has completely emascu-
lated that from the appendix to the Committee’s
Report. Not one cent to assist the fishermen in
providing improved tvpes of hoats is suggested in
this memorandum! Not one cent! On what grounds?
We know, Sir, the hazards which the fishermen in
this country—those who go down to the sea in
shins—take in making their very important con-
tribution to the welfare of the countrv. We know
that even during the War, in spite of the danger-
ous hanpeninegg in our waters, thev went out dav
after dav. nieht after nicht in order to nrovide the
people of this country with a sunnly of fish. Now,
the Government has no appreciation at all for the
contribution made by these mpeople. repndiates a
sueeestion made in a report on which the ink is
hardlv drv, and refnses to implement this recom-
mendation. On what ereunds. Sir. has this omis-
sio been made? Ts it becanss it iz nroposed to

establish a Fishery Experimental Station for the
island and to carry out practical demonstrations at
this station? DBecause we are going to put down
this station, are we no longer to bother with the
free grants to fishermen? If we turn to Agricul-
ture, Sir, another industry in this island, we
realize that in our plans for expanding our agri-
cultural production and assisting peasant proprie-
tors we have also established experimental stations
but the fact that we have established these experi-
mental stations has not prevented us from giving
free grants to peasant proprjetors to assist them
with irrigation units for their plots. This same
10-year development Committee, following on the
lines suggested by the Moyne Commission, recom-
mended a scheme for assisting peasant proprietors
by way of establishing experimental stations at
scveral sites throughout the island and also giving
free grants up to £100 of the cost of an irrigation
unit to a number of peasants. Well now, in a eom-
parable industry, the fishing industry, the Com-
mittee went ahead and also recommended a free
grant up to £25 each—that is all—to a member of
fishermen for the purpose of making an improved
type of fishing boat, not the ordinary type. So I
want the senior member for Christ Church—rather
I should not put it that way because we have been
told here that in the Government’s opinion we
should not go on with that part of the scheme—
but T want to say that I am not in agreement that
we should refuse to give free grants to fishermen.
It was recommended in the original scheme. It
will mean a lot to these men, many of whom have
followed this calling from childhood until now they
are almost in their old age and are still poor men;
they have not become rich out of fishing. The day
they do not go to sea, they do not have a shilling
and if the 10-vear Development Committee recom-
mended that they should be given assistance in

this manner T see no reason why a Government,

with the political pretensions to which the preseut
one lays claim, should be so unmindful of the
interests of this deserving section of the population.
Now, what I have not got—and I was expecting to
hgar something about it from the senior member
for Christ Church—is information as to the method
which is going to be employed at this proposed
Fishery Experimental Station for curing and pre-
serving fish, oil extraction and diversifying the type
of fishing gear. This station is going to cost us
£6,850- and we are entitled, I think, to some detailed
information as to the manner in which it is pro-
posed to carry out the experiments at this station
or, at least, a comprehensive summary of the
methods which they propose to employ, that is ¢~
say, whether the fish is going to be cured in brine
or oil—some information as to what they propose
to do. They cannot just say they want £6,850 and
do not tell us a single word about the methods that
are going to be employed for euring fish. And,
finally, Sir, we are asked to vote £300 for improv-
ing facilities at certain beaches throughout the
island. Tn the appendix to the 10-vear Development
Committee’s report, the Committee also suggested
£300 for improving paths to the principal beaches
where fish is landed. I remember that there was
some difficulty with regard to the aequisition of
land for three of these paths. T think they were
Foul Bay, The Crane, and Conset’s Bay. Since
then T understood there was some diffieulty /ith
regard to the acquisition by the Government of
Tand at the Crane and the Government itself states
in this memorandum that it is imvossible to acaunire
the land at Conset’s Bay and that it proposes to
rent it. Well, T want the senior member for Christ
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Chureh to explain exactly what is meant by the
Government finding it impossible to acquire land |
The memorandum states:—‘‘Cne
site at Conset’s Bay which belongs to the Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel cannot be pur-
chased but the authorities concerned are prepared

to rent a suitable site on thig beach for the sum of-

£6 per annum.”” Well, T do not know if the Gov-

ernment is justified in renting land for this purpose -

and I want my ignorance to be enlightened as to

why the Government eannot acquire land for any :

purpose. Under the Compulsory  Powers Land Act
I have always understood that the Government,

‘even Vestries, Highways and Sanitary Boards, are

entitled to acquire land for their uses.
At this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SPEAKER resumes the
Chair and adjourns the House until 2.45 p.m. in

‘aceordance with Rule 40 (a).

REPLIES LAID

On re-assembling,

Dr, CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker---1 beg (o lay on

‘the Table of the House the replies to questions Nos.

13, 21 and 22, all standing in the name of the honour-
able junior member for St. Luey.

Mr. BLACKMAN: T beg to lay the replies to

" questions No. 8 standing in the name of the honour-

_able junior member for St. Joseph,
SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (A)

Mr, ADAMS: T ask leave to move the suspen-

sion of Rule 61 (a) in order to resume Government.

Business,

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber was granted leave to make the motion.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (a)
‘be now suspended.

Mr. TaArnma seconded the motion Whl(,h was’

agreed to.
Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment for lunch
the House was in Committee of Supply,
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY »

Mr. Srearrr left the Chair and the House
resumed Committee of Supply, Mr. RaMsay being

“in the Chair.

MAINTENANCE, EXPANSION AND DEVEIOPMENT OF
FISHERIES PRODUCTION.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House was in
Committée of Supply before the adjournment we
were considering a Resolution to place the sum of
£24 460 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee to meet the capital cost of the maintenance,
expansion and development of fisheries production
marketing and distribution and to provide for the re-
current expenditure to the 31st March, 1948.

The honourable senior member for St. Philip
was speaking.

Mr. CRAWFORD: When the House adjourned
for lunch we were discussing the availability of land
to be purchased by the Government

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I want to remind the hon-
ourable member that the motion before the Committee
iz for the postponement of the Resolution and the
honourable member will not be allowed to carry on
much longer-

Mr. CRAWFORD: On a motion like this hon-
ourable member will speak—

| Mr. CHAIRMAN: According o the Reucs of
i the House the motion for the postponement w-.ll be
put. ‘The Chair has given quite a lot of latitude
already and the honourable member will not be
allowed {o carry on much longer.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The practice is for honour-
able members to bring forward any points on which
they want information otherwise the postponement
will be useless ; and when we come back the honourable
member will not have the information required.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Definitely.

. Mr. CRAWFORD: In paragraph 6 sub- para
graph (c) of this memorandum this is what is stated:
““It is proposed to purchase land at some twenty-
-four beaches and the cost is now estimated at £5,350.
One site at Conset’s Bay which belongs to the Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel cannot be purchased
but the authoritieg concerned are prepared to rent
a su fable site on this beach for the sum of £6 per
annum.”” I am amazed at the expression that this
site cannot be purchased therefore I want the hon-
ourable senior member for Christ Church to explain
why the Government has made use of thig expression,
After all, if the owners or lessee or whoever may be
responsible for receiving this £6 pcr annum—there
is no talk about any lease and we do not know where
we will be within two, three or five years. Thercfore
somes information on this particular po'nt will be
very Acceptable. Finally, we have been fixing the
paths to these beaches. In the original ten-year
proposal we were supposed to allocate £300 for im-
proving the paths at three beaches of the island which
fishermen wuse fairly extensively. Foul Bay is
almost inaccessible; the fishermen get there with
difficulty and it was proposed fo improve the paths
at the Crane and Conset’s Bay; I understand that
there was some difficulty in getting the land at the
Crane and Conset’s Bay; as far ag I know the diffi-
culty has not been overcome and yet the original
£300 asked for in respect of these beaches still
remains in the old proposals. I take it that
the difficulty has been removed and it is possible
to get the necessary land at these three sites.
I should like that statement verified by the hon-
ourable senior member for Christ Church so that
I shall be in a position to explain the matter to
people who are interested. As a matter of fact one
or two of the Highway Authorities concerned are
also interested and we have been trying to get the
Vestiry to take some steps in the matter. If it can
be done in this way it will probably be done more
expeditiously. (Mr. Havynms: We hope so). I think
that those  are the main items on which I want some
information and the 6ther points which T intend to
make will arise out of the replies which T got.

Mr. TALMA: Before you put the question, Mr.
Chairman. I should like in fairness to the honourable
member who hag just sat down and other honourable
members who try to elicit information, to try to assist
or at least try to satisfy them with any information
which T have at my disposal. As far as the honour-
able member who has just sat down is concerned,
it is time that he realise that I always try to disclose
as much information as there iz at my disposal. If
he wants everything verbatim I am in a position to
give him. {(Mr. CrRAwrorp: I do not want it verba-
tim). Aectually nine beach shelters have been erect-
ed: there is one which I have been endeavouring to
secure, therefore T mention ten instead of nine. The
nine beach shelters are at Pavnes Bay, Holetown and
Reid’s Bay (St James) ; Half Moon Forte (St.
Tacey) ; Martin’s Bay and Conset’s Bay (St. John) ;
Skeete’s Bay and Foul Bay (St. Philip) and Silver
Sands (Christ Church). As I have already sald,
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nine beach shelters have been erected and I am hop.ny

to secure one for Tent’s, Bay (St. Joseph). When 1
sald that there were ten beach sheiters I saiu sc
knowingly and fully aware of what I was saying. As
far as rights of way to the beaches are concerned
these are 1n respect of Paynes Bay, Half Moon Forte,
Cove Bay, Martin’s Bay, Conset’s Bay Foul Bay,
Skeete’s Bay and Silver Sands. As far as refriger-
ation is concerned, I know that the honourable senior
member for the City has tried his best to bring that
about. We have been given competent and <xpért
advice that unless and until proper refrigeration can
be supplied such a scheme cannot be properly im-
plemented. It is not that the Government his nut
got any scheme in mind but we are nor out tw
endanger the community as a whole. If people
are allowed to take fish out of cold storage and hawk
them about the streets that will only result in destruc-
tion to the community. That is the view which you,
Mr. Chairman, have expressed in this House on a
former occasion. With regard io the Fishery Experi-
mental Station, that was not in the original scheme
but the establishment of this Station has since been re-
commended and in this connection it is proposed to
spend £6,850. I shall read out to honourable mem-
bers how this money is envisaged to be spent. | dic
not happen to be a member of the Government at
that time and it sounds very badly to hear that a
former member of the Government ig so ignorant of
what happened when he wag g member of the Gov-
ernment. This money is to be spent under the fol-
lowing Heads: Structural Improvements in Flying-
Fish Boats £450; the Multiplication of Operating
Unitg £2.500; Improvement in Fishing Methods for
large Pelagic Fish and in the design, Construction
and Operation of Fish-Pots £1.400; Shark Fishing
£250; Improvements at Beaches:—Emergency haul-
ing-up, gear £150: Beach Shelters £1.750; and Beach
Rights £350. So far as the experimental Station is
concerned, as I have already said that recommenda-
tion was implemented subsequentlyv. That will be the
means whereby bigger and better boats will come to
" light in the not too distant future. In connection with
this Station it has been suggested that certain Gov-
ernment lands at the Reef be utilised. At present
these lands are occupied by Messrs. Cable and Wire-
less Ltd. They are attempting to remain there for
another year or so probably in order to train their
pupils, but the Government ig doing its utmost to
have them give up these lands so that this Station will
come into being more quickly than at present en-
visaged. I presume that honourable members have
read the Ten Year Development Plan and it is well
known to them. If they refer to section 24 on page
48 they will see this: ‘It is proposed to purchase
land at some twenty-five beaches and the cost ig es-
timated at £5,700 One site at Conset’s Bay which
belongs to the Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel cannot be purchased but the authorities con-
cerned are prepared to rent a suitable site on this
beach for the sum of £6 per annum.” This Report of
the Committee appointed by the then Governor to
prepare this Ten Year Plan is dated 10th June, 1947,
and I hope that if bonourable members who have
spoken on this Resolution have forgotten what was
stated in the Report thev will re-read it. The hon-
ourable senior member for St. Philip who was very
adamant a few minutes ago was a member of this
Committee and he is ignorant as to what took vplace.
With regard to markets, the Speightstown Market is
to have a capital expenditures of £2,060; Oistin’s
Market, £3,110, makine a total of £5,170. 'All this
hag been the work of the Fisherv Advisory Commit-
tee constituted as it ig and well known to many hon-

ovrable members. I admit that the honourable
senior member for the City made a point when he
stated that the Fishery Committee did not comprise
any fishermen. I found it in thig way; I had nothing
to do with the ecomposition of this Committee. For my
part I am of the opinion that about three fishermen
from different parts of the island should be there.
(Hear hear). I shall do my best to see that this
Committee is properly constituted. As long as [
happen to be here I shall always try to assist the
fishermen whom I have tried to help in the past and
in whom I have as great an interest ag anybody elze. T
think that T have already mentioned that the beach
paths have been built up by people who happen fo
own money and who are engaged in building
schemes. I think that the time has definitely come
when the Government should take some definite
steps to procure rights to the beaches whereby the
average member of the public can have access to the
sea—one of the onlv privileges enjoved by Barba-
dians or visitors to the island. I can hardly recollect
any point which I have not made particular mention
of and although it has been suggested that a post-
poncment of the Resolution is necessary, vet in truth
and in faet anyvone who is desirous of helping the
fishermen should see that the Resolution is passed to-
day. This is something which we have been sitting
on for about three or four vears. I am not eager
or willing to press for anvthing; I ghall. never
adopt a certain line of action. Although this memo-
randum was sent out vesterday and wag not just
nassed around the Table vet T shall he willine to
agree to the postponement of the Resolution.

The question that this Resolution be now post-
poned wagq put and resolved in the affirmative with-
out division.

The Resolution was postponed.

SUPPLEMEXTARY VOTE #¢ EMERGENCY EXPENSER.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,—The next Res-
olution is to place the sum of £6,000 at the disposal of
the Governor-in-Executive Committee to supplement
resolution No. 37 of the 26th Marck, 1947, to meet
expenses ip connection with the present emergeney.
Honourable members will have copies of the State-
$ent showing the amounts expended in conneetion
with the Emergency Expenditure. This is the usual
Emergency vote; there is only one additional item
with respect to which a note is provided. This item is
in conmection with the visit to Washington of the
former Governor, Sir Grattan Bushe and the Labour
Commissioner, Mr. Guy Perrin, to obtain a quota of
labourers for Barbados. When these officials visited
Washington in May, 1944, no funds were provided
for the purpose. The other items are perfectly nor-
mal and T beg to move that this Resolution do now
pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN: T beg to second that.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

The Resolution wag passed.

COST OF ENGAGING THE SERVICES OF A FIRE BRIGADE
OFFICER

Dr. CUMMINS: The next Resolution, Mr. Chair-
man, is to place the sum of £2,740 at the digposal of
the Governor-in-Executive Committee to meet the
cost of engaging on contract for a period of two
wvears the services of a Fire Brigade Officer. The
Government feels that it would be advisable to get
an expert on fire-fichting apparatus and equipment
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to come to Barbados to improve or at least to advise
in the improvement of the apparatus and equipment
which we now have at our disposal. Those of us who
have read Superintendent Calver’s Report will have
seen his criticlsm as regards the equipment and per-
sonnel which we now have in Bridgetown. 1 feel
sure that the members of this Committee will agree
with me when I say that with a City of the size of
Bridgetown thickly populated as it i1s and with the
types of houses which we have—some of stone, the
majority of timber, others of timber and stone—we do
need to have the best protection, the best possible
equipment to protect us from devastating fires. With-
in the last few years we have had one or two fires
which, with the situation of the buildings—I have in
mind the fire at Plantations Ltd. which was very
threatening to the surrounding buildings and those
in the vicinity of Suttle Street. I have been inform-
ed that, but for the heroic intervention of the Volun-
teer Brigade, we might have had very disastrous re-
sults having regard to the vicinity in which there is a
Church. The fire proved to be a very big one and
the firemen were exhausted. The Volunteer Brigade
turned out and rendered very valuable assistance.
It is up to us to see that our fire-fighting equipment
is improved and with that in view the Government
has sent down this Resolution. 1 know that it will
be argued that we have plang for a new Fire Station
in Probyn Street and it is not necessary for an expert
of this kind to come to Barbados. But towards the
end of his Report on the Fire Br:gade Superintendent
Calver says this: ‘‘“These views are presented, not
from any claims of being a fire-service specialist but
from a member of associated service.”’ If he thinks
that the projected new building is unsuitable and if
he lays no claim to be any specialist, I do not think
that we have any specialist in the ranks of our Fire
Brigade and we should get the opinion and advice of
a specialist. I am not authorised to disclose the
name of the person who is recommended to us to
come down from England; but he is a man of cou-
siderable experience and one who has risen high 1o
the ranks of fire-fighters in London. He has pow
retired and from his experience we will be able to
get some advice as to the kind of Fire Station wg
should build, the kind of equipment we should have
and the most modern methods of training our firemen.
I want to draw to the attention of the Committee
that this person has to come down for g limited period
of two years and he will be asked to select one or two
men whom we will be prepared to send abroad for
further training in modern methods of extinguishing
fires; so that his services immediately after he has
gone will be reflected in the men who will be chosen
on his advice after due observation and who will be
sent abroad for this training. The ficures set out in
the addendum are to cover a period of two years and
are as follows :—

(a) salary at £800 per annum;

(b) a ccnsolidated allowance of £150 per annum ;

(e) free passages for himself and family (not
exceeding five) to and from: the United
Kingdom ;

(d) travelling allowance at approved Govern-
ment rates.

I think that a man of this type is highly desir-

able so that Bridgetown will no longer be allowed tco
remain in the position in which it now is—potential !
Janger of big fires. T hee to mov- that this Resolu- |
tien do now pass. |

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to second that.

Mr. GALE : I have listened very carefully to the [
honourable senior member for St. Thomas and T
am afraid that he has not convinced me that we
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shiould spend this large sum of noney so as
bring out this expert to review the Xire Brigade
services of this island. In the first place, it is all
Tight for us to have an expert to come out hers and
tell us how our firemen should de sheir duties ana
what uew equipment is necessary so that we should
have an up-to-date Fire Station. But, Mr. Chairman,
at the present time I think we are suifeving from a
great shortage of water, and you migh: have the most
efticient fire-fighting apparatus that is known; how-
ever, if we have fireg taking place in cerfain districs
where there are no hydrants the Fire Brigade wild
be just as useless as they are to-day. [ think that we
are beginning from the wrong end; I think that the
water supply of this dsland should first be madc
available in districts where it is not available at
present. In certain residential districts in this island
there is the absence of fire hydrants and even if we
have the most ultra-modern Fire Brigade, they will be
useless without the water with which to quench the
fires.  Secondly, sometime ago when this new Fire
Station was about to be built, Supérintendent Calver
made a Report to the Government in 1945, I think,
and he criticised adversely the plans which had been
made for this Fire Station. As far as I know, the
plans have been revised and I think 1 am corréct in
saying that the amount of money to build this new
Fire Station was put in the Estimates for the current
year and on the motion I think of the honourable
junior member for the City who objected to certain
expenditure of a capital nature being put in t'hes
BEstimates, the item was removed. I think therefore
that the Government must have had some new plans
for this new Fire Station. In these times when we
are faced with a very serious situation—we have had
a very long drought in thig colony, one of the worst
in the last fifty years—I think it would be unwise
for this Government to go in for this expenditure.
This question of a fire hazard is a very serious one
as the honourable senior member for St. Thomas has
said, but I think that with our present appliances
and our personne] the Fire Brigade have always en-
deavoured to do their work very satisfactorily indeed.
We have had one or two big fires but, fortunately
for us, most of our buildings are separated from each
other ; we have not got huge blocks of buildings as in
big cities and, consequently, the fire hazard is very
much less than it is in big cities. We have in the neigh-
bouring colony of Trinidad a very highly efficient
Fire Brigade which has just been brought up:to-date
and I suggest that one of our present Superintendents
of Police be sent to Trinidad or further abroad for
a certain time so that he will be able to get the same
information which this gentleman who has retired
is able to give. I believe that inat would be a very
much cheaper way of getting the same thing done.
Mr. DOWDING: T am not at all in agreement
with this Resolution. What the honoursble mover
of the passing of the Resolution suggested at the
end of his remarks should be the actual thing before
us now. This island 1s suffering from the experts who
are building clouds over us and will not let the snu-
light get to us. T fail to see how, in our Police Force
to-day, there is not a man who is capable enough of
going to England now and finding out all about this
equipment and coming back here to stay with us and
carry out his duties. (Cheers). Sir, T am against
these retired experts (Cheers). These highly costly
gentlemen are being constantly brought to Barbados
and it seems to me that Barbadog is considered in-
.capable of finding people to do anything that these
xperts can do. I would like to see this whole matter
re-considered; T would like to see a Barbadian sent
out to learn what thig gentleman has learnt and then
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return here and give us the benefit of his knowledga.
I feel that there are people in Barbados who are quite
capable of going to England—

At this point, it now being 3.30 p.m., Me.
SPEAKER resumed the Chair and stated that it was
now time for the consideration of Private Members’
Business. ,
SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (B)

Mr. ADAMS: If there is uo objection, I ask
leave to move the suspension of Rule 61 (b) so as to
continue Government Business. I have not enquired
of honourable members as to whether they want to
go on with this Resolutiop or not.

Mr. GARNER: I object.

ADDRESS Re INSURANCE OF PEASANTS’
CANES

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day
uander Private Members” Business stands in the name
of the honourable junior member for St. Lucy:—To
move the passing of an Address to His Excellency
the Governor relating to the Insurance of Peasants’
Canes.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker,—In moving
the passing of this Address T will remind honourable
members of the wording of it in case there is auy
hohourable member who has not got a copy of it
before him at the present moment. The Address
reads as follows:—

The House of Assembly
To
" His Ezxcellency The Governor

1. The House of Assembly begs to point out
to His Excellency the Governor the fact that Fire In-
surance Policies are not issued in respect of peas-
ants’ growing canes.

9. The House respectfully requests that His
Excellency shall initiate the necessary steps whereby
it-shall become possible for peasant proprietors (like
plantation owners) to insure their sugar cane crops
against loss or damage by fire.

Mr. Speaker many of us are aware, especially
those of us who are in the legal profession, of the
number of occasions on which fire destroys the whole
of a peasant’s cane crop. Unlike the plantation
owner he does not have the advantage offered to him
of insuring his erops against loss by fire. As you know
Sir, the plantation owner can get his canes insured;
if he does not insure them that js his fault; but in
so far as the peasant’s quarter of an acre, half an
acre or acre lot is concerned, I have made an in-
vestigation and have discovered that no insurance
Company operating in Barbados effects insurance on
such small lots. Canes are acceptable for insurance
at the value of £25 per annum and the premium i3
11% ; so that the premium on a quarter of an acre
lot would be 45 cents. Insurance Companies like
the Barbadog Fire Insurance Company claim that if
it were not for the fact that the  plantations and
factorieg had other things to offer for insurance it is
doubtful whether any eane insurance would be avail-
able for them. The local Fire Insurance Companies
allege that even in the case of plantation canes they
would not insure them if the plantation owner who
is connected with the factory, did not have other
insurance business to transact with these Companies;
and they claim that this is not the most profitable
line of insurance business. It happens every now
and then that a peasant’s -cane crop is destroyed.
Sometimes it is the result of an accident, at other

times it has been proved to be the result of the work
of an enemy of the owner of the crop; but in neither
case is the peasant able to recoup the loss. If it ‘s
the deliberate act of a fire bug and he is discovered,
charged, tried and convicted, he goes away for :.
long number of years, and for an equally long time
the peasant has to mourn and suffer the loss of that
erop without any means of being reimbursed for the

loss of his crop unless he carrieg around a ‘‘brief”.

That happens with those who can least afford to bear
the loss and have to suffer it; but the plantation own-
er who undoubtedly has shares in the factory and
who can bear the loss of his crop is protected by in-
surance, The peasant has no means of protecting
himself and every now and thep in the life of the
peasantry we hear that some poor peasant hag to go.
around with a ‘‘brief’’ asking people to assist him
because his whole crop hag been lost. It seems that
the lot of the peasant of this community is a very
unhappy one; sometimes he suffers by fire, at other
times by the price he receives for his canes and also
by the weights recorded at the scale beams. One
wonders at the hardihood of this section of the com-
munity. In spite of the many handicaps under which
they have to labour they still put their plotg vear
after year under a certain amount of sugar-cane.
As you know, Mr. Speaker, sugar-cane is the vital
economy of this island and the average Barbadian
would be very reluctant to plant anything else in his
little plot. Consequently, year after year he plants
hig sugar-canes taking not only the normal, but ap-
parently incidental and inescapable risk of their
being destroyed by fire. The peasant will have man-
ured his crop, paid for labour at an increased rate
more than what the plantation owner has paid and
then his whole year’s expenditure on hig quarter of
an aecre, or half an acre plot as the case may be goes
up into smoke, I know the reluctance of the Gdvern-
ment to go into any field of insurance. I recall that
a session or two ago an Address was passed in this
House and afterwards the matter was discussed on o
motion for adjournment as to why there was so
much dilatoriness on the part of the Governmen* in
instituting a scheme of insyrance undep the Work-
wen’s Compensation Act. After the discussion had
taken place in this House a private insurance com-
pany believing that the Government might give con-
sideration to schemes of insurance, got ready with
their schemes for Workmen’s Compensation Insur-
ance under the Act and the result ig that tons and
tons of money are now being exported from the is-
land. T understand that about £60,000 is going out
annually to private capitalistic coneerns overseas for
this type of insurance. This Address asks the Gov-
ernment to take the necessary steps whereby it shall
bécome possible for peasant proprietors to be put
on the same basis as plantation ownery and be able
to insure their sugar-cane crops against losg or dam-
age by fire. If the Government feel that they cannot
devise any means of providing insurance for the
reasantg then I suggest that they consider an alterna-
tive scheme whereby the peasants can be assured
that if they suffer any loss by fire they will not have
to bear the burden imposed upon them; that they
will be given some form of Governmental assistancs
so that they will not have to go around cap in hand
asking people to subseribe to a brief. I am not
suggesting that every day or night the peasants’ canes
are burnt but I eannot reeall a year in which there
have not been some fires which have de-
stroyed peasants’ canes. T suggest that in eases
where a complete and thorough investigation has
been made and the Government find that the peas-
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ants were absolutely not at fault but that the fires
were the work of some foul play and the peasanus
have no meang of recouping their loss, a resolution
oy way of an ex gratic payment should be brought
before the House so that the peasants will not “have
to suffer the loss. (Mr. Apams: Who would worry <.
reap canes then?) There are many honourable mem-
bers. arvound this Table who wmight have different
views ag to the best method of protecting the
peasant who has suffered the loss of his cane crop
through no fault of his own and which erop he had

no meang of insuring. There may be varioug sug-.

gestions and ideas from brains which are perhaps
more fertile than mine, but I am sure that every
honourable member will agree with me that this
section of the commurnity comprising as it does 1 (he
vieinity of 20,000 of the most hard-working, long-
suffering, patient and forbearing members of this
community should have some assurance that in the
event of a fire caused through wno fault ot
their own they will not have to suffer the loss or
continue to be in the same position in which they
now are. I am very happy to assure any honourabie
member who has any suggestion which he feels 's
better than mine to deal with this matter, that I

*will support that suggestion so long as T am satisfied

that it will achieve the end which I have in view,
namely, that this protection will be given the peas-
ant who cannot now get such protection in respect
of loss or damage to his crop by fire. I beg to move
that thig Address do now pass.

Mr. F. I.. WALCOTT: I beg to second the mo-
tion. Not very long ago in this Chamber we were
discussing matters affecting the peasants and I would
like to say that gradually an economic system must
be evolved which can give peasants a greater amount
of security so far ag the crops which they have to
grow are concerned. In this matter of insurance 1 b.-
lieve that Barbadians are not as lnsurance conselous
as they would like to be. In many cases there are eco-
nomic factors prevailing but I believe that any section
of the community which is willing to pay the cost of
giving themselves a necessary economic protection
like insurance, and insurance of an industry in which
the peasants play an important part I feel thas all
means and measures should be adopted to assist them.
On the whole, the peasantry of Barbados has beer
given an economic blow: there are a number of small
people who are struggling against this and T am glad
to see that the Government has made a start so far
as the training of a Co-operative Officer is concerned
so as to give the peasants a better opportunity of
working on a co-operative basis. As regards this speci-
fic Address, T feel that there will be very few hon.
members who will speak against it even although it
may differ from some of their views; but in so far as
the policy for agriculture is concerned I feel that there
will be no harm in allowing these people to have some
safeguard relative to their crops. We have had some
fires in 1945 and T do not know for myself how much
the peasants were affected by those fires; but T will
say that if the peasants were affected bv those fires
similar to the way in which the large estates were af-
fected then they must have had a very hard time be-
cause the amount of monev lost was nearly one mil-
lion dollars. You can see that if the peasants had to
share in anv of that loss without anv hove of » re-
turn, manv briefs and more than briefs would have
had to be brought forward in order to give these peo-
ple some measure of relief. That is whv 1 feel that
responsible peonle who take their duties conscien-
tiouslv and with a deep sense of dutv will realise
that any measure which can give securitv to any sec-

tion of the community is worthy of consideration.
With regard to this matter of insurance it is not ready
made and I do not think that any honourable member
or any sane person would make the peasants believe
chat even if we pass this Addresg this afterncon they
can see an insurance plan ushered in at the beginning
of January. These matters have to be investigated
and planned so that you can do ths best for the
people for whom you desire to do something. In
the same way that we have a system of insurance
in respect of houses and plantation erops undertaken
by private companies we can bhave a system of
insurance for peasants’ crops. We can only pass
measures such as this and ask the Government to
institute such a system of insurance. I am not chal-
lenging the rights or wrongs of private people to
insure peasants’ canes; of course it is within their
provinee to undertake this insurance or refuse to do
so. T say that it iz within the provinee of the Gov-
ernment to analyse and examine all the possibilities
in relation to this question of the insurance of -
peasants’ canes. I think that sympathetic consider-
ation should be given to these peasants taking into
consideration the amount of sugar-canes which they
grow, and we should put this section of the communi-
ty on an economic basis similar to that of their richer
contemporaries. I feel that this is a move so far as
progressive legislation is eoncerned and I hope that
the honourable member who has introduced this
Address will see the need in the very near future
for something more ambitious and ecovomic in the
interest of these people. T am willing to support
any honourable member who can see that the peasan-
try of this island should be given the opportunityv
to keep their heads above water. They have never
had this opportunity; from the time I knew myself
1t was a matter of Hobson’s choice. T feel that om
the whole the insurance of peasants’ canes will lead
to bringing the peasants into one block so that they
can be of greater use to the island’s economy.

Mr. SYMMONDS: Mr. Speaker,—I would sng-
gest an amendment to this Address namely, that in
paragraph 2 the word ‘‘initiate’’ oceurring in line
2 be deleted in order to insert the words “consider
initiating.”” T feel that this matter is of such impor-
tance that there is hardly any honourable member of
this Chamber who will refuse to lend his support in
granting this relief to a section of people of this
colony who have no protection whatever from
insurance companies in relation to the loss which
they very often suffer from fire. This is a very knotty
problem but it is one which is worthy of our putting
our heads together and trying to do something to
alleviate what is a very hard case among an unpro-
rected section of this colony. I beg to move that
amendment which T understand the hovourable
junior member for St. Lucy is prepared to aceept.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the honourable member
aceepting that amendment?

Mr. BRANCKER: Yes, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. WILKINSON: Thig is a very vexed ques-
tion. The right thing to do is to stop all fires and
there would be no need for any such thing as
insurance.  Unfortunately, during the last few
vears the number of fires have increased enormously,
the result being that Companies which had undertaken
insurance had lost. Only to-day the Company with
which T am insured informed me that the rates will
be increased by 50%. Personally, I think that the
peasants do suffer when they get their small homes
burnt when they are not insured, and I feel that
we should get some schemes to effect insurance on
these people’s homes. I do not say that insur-
ance should not be affected on their canes
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but I think that insurance on  their houies
is more important to them. Even when these small
people’s canes are burnt they are reaped almost
immediately afterwards and there is very little loss.
Although I am not against the passing of this Address
at all I think honourable members are giving the
Government a pretty hard job. Anyhow, I have
not the slightest doubt that they are capable of deal-
ing with it. - (Hear, hear).

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that this Ad-
dress do now pass. Honourable members in favour
of that will please say ‘‘Aye’’, those against will
please say ‘‘No.”’ T think the ¢ Ayes’’ have 1t I wiil
ask the honourable junior member for St. Luey to
present this Address.

Mr. BRANCKER: As Your Honour pleases.

INVITATIONS TO GOVERNMENT HOUSE “AT
HOME” DISCUSSED ON MOTION
FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. RAMSAY: Mr. Speaker,—I beg to move
the adjournment of the House for five minutes in
order to speak on a matter which, to my mind, ig of
vital importance. It strikes at the very core of this
our country. It is a matter in which we should be
unanimous in this House because it strikes at the
undoubted wmights and privileges of members of this
Legislature. Hig Most Gracious Sovereign Lord the
King’s daughter, Princess Elizabeth—I do not re-
member the correct title—has just been mar-
ried to an illustrious personage, the Duke of Edin-
burgh and all over the British-speaking world there
have been tokens of respect, tokens of loyalty and
iokens ag to the popularity of the partnership. I
read in a certain newspaper that that partnership
has been the most popular partnership in the world;
yet in a country like ours it has pleased the Chief
Executive, the representative of His Majesty the King
at a function which was considered to be a public
function—I knew nothing about it except from a
reference in the newspaper that members of the
Legislature were invited to an “‘At Home’’ at Gov-
ernment House. I am a representative of the people
—TI may be poor and humble but nevertheless I am
as loyal as anybody else to the British Throne. T,
as representative of the people, have not heen
invited to a function which purports to have been
brought about on account of that marriage of those
whose names I have ealled !. T am saying Mr. Speak-
er, that as far as going to Government House is
concerned, your humble servant does not desire it;
but as a representative of the people I feel that it
is the duty of the Chief Executive Officer to extend to
me ag much courtesy as he would extend to the
honourable junior member for St. James. (A MEM-
BER): I was not invited either). I wunderstand
that it a custom to invite people to Government
House if they signed the Visitors’ Book. I am not
breaking any regulations; I know that several
members of this Chamber have been invited there
and they have not signed the Book. All over Bridge-
town I have been asked why Mr. So and So was
invited to Government House and you were not
invited ? Well, your humble servant did not sign
the Book and therefore he was not invited. I am
not a tea-drinker, T do not want to push myself
where I am not invited; but I maintain that when
His Majesty the King’s daughter has been married.
I as a humble British subject have the right to be
invited to Government House. T mix with all types
of people in thig country; I mix with the pecple in
the gutter, T mix with the middle classes and I mix
with the rich people. As a representative of the

people 1 say that the people who are here to advise
the Chief Executive Officer in this place should
advise him that this is a dangerous practice.

Mr. SPEAKER: I will ask tlie honourable mem-
ber to be very careful.

Mr. RAMSAY: I just want to bring it foreibly
to the Chief Executive Officer of this colony that
he has committed g grave indiscretion. I will with-
draw anything which will break the Rules of this
House. I have one safety value. I am a loyal Britizh
subject and I personally feel hurt that as juuior
representative of the people of St. Peter I was not
invited to Government House on that occasion. I am
hurt about it to my core. I think that whoever is re-
sponsible for sending out these invitations should
know that any member of thig House whether he signs
the Visitors’ Book or not has the right to be invited
to Government House. The Book is there for persons
who are not known; but how in the name of truta
can anybody say that he does not know your humble
servant? 1 say that this is a condition of things
which must be remedied before it begins. I do hope
that the Chief Executive Officer hag only made a slip
without knowing the peculiar repercussions which
may occur and I say that it should never happen
again.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to second the motion. It
would definitely appear to be peculiar if honourakle
members sat here and did not appreciate what was
sald by the honourable junior member for St. Peter.
As I understand it, the honourable member is not
at all attempting to voice any personal grievance
although he makeg it clear that he hag been hurt to
the core. I think the point which he is making and
honourable meinbers should appreciate, is that al-
though it has been the custom and tradition for
people to sign the Visitors’ Book, it has been
brought to his notice and if it is a fact that from
time to time people have been invited to Government
House without having gsigned the Book, then there is
the feeling that something ig wrong. On the other
hand, let me say that I have no grievance whether T
am invited to Government House or not. I have
reaghed the stage where it makes no difference to
me; but, as a member of this Chamber T am: bound
to agree with the sentiments which have been ex-
pressed by the honourable junior member for St.
Peter. On such an occasion when the marriage of
His Majesty the King’s daughter ig being honoured,
Heads of the various Departmentg have been invited
to Government House and one would have thought
that any Head of the Administration or whoever is
responsible for issuing the invitations would bave in-
vited the elected members of this Chamber whether
they had gigned the Visitors’ Book or not. The
elected representatives of the people have a right to be
invited to attend a function of this sort irrespective
of the tradition of signing the Book.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has
reached the point where he is criticising the Head
of the Administration.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I will make it quite clear;
no honourable member of thig House would venture
to suggest that the Head of the Administration would
be directly responsible for issuing the invitations--

Mr. SPEAKER: By putting it in that way
you are making such a eriticism.

Mr, MOTTLEY: It is to the contrary. I am
referring to those who are responsible for issuing the
invitations. I am beginning to feel, as the honour-
able junior member for St. Peter has said, that a slin
has been made and it is a slip which, if honourable
members of this House give expression to their feel-
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ings in the matter, will not be made again. On a
former occasion, not uynder the Administration of
the present Head, there has been some ill-feeling 11
thig colony about invitations being issued to Govern-
ment House and it was felt very strongly and very
rightly so that where amongst several dozeas of
people at Government House only four men of coi-
our were seen to mix with the congregation, thal
was not all to be desired.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable mtmber is
again criticising,

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am just making a refer-
ence. I am only saying that in a mixed community
it is well for people who are here to aduw:inister

‘the affairg of the colony to know that a thing of this

sort cannot be countenanced. I hope that honourable
members will appreciate that, like the honourable
junior member for St. Peter, I have absolutely no
personal grievance; but it is a question as to whether
there ig still that dignity attached to being an elected
member of this Chamber. It must appear peculiar
that only if you have the opportunity to sign the
Visitors’ Book you will -be invited to Government
House. In the daily Press after the persong who
were invited to Government House were mention-
ed, it was made clear that they had signed the Vis-
itors’ Book. I am sure that honourable mcrkers
saw that.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that I did not
follow it as closely ag that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: It comes down to this that
at g celebration of this sort where there are
memberg of the Legislature who are as loyal to
the British Throne as anybody else but who have
not had the opportunity of going to Government
House or whose business had not brought them to
to Government House, only the four memberg of the
Executive Committee who had signed the Visitors’
Book would have the opportunity to pay their
respect.  Like the honourable junior member for
St. Peter T feel that it is not a matter affecting me,
but as things have taken the turn which they have
taken. i+ is a matter affecting thig honourable House.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I hope that I will be able
to discuss this matter without infringing any of the
Rules of the House. I say that it is unfortunate ghat
an incident like thig should have occurred. All of us
know my colleague well enough; we know that he is
not the kind of individual to whom a social gather-
ing would mean anything. We knpw his nature; he
is one of those peculiar persons whom it is difficult
at times even to analyse; and when it comes to s.ocl'al
gatherings we can say that he does not fall within
that category where things of that nature would
mean anything to him. I feel that the honourable
member has been hurt from a different point of view.
The relationship between the Head of the Adminis-
tration and this House is a very close one; the affairs
of thig island are administered by the Head of the
Administration, the Executive Council and the Leg-
islature and the right relationship should always
exist among these bodies. This is the highest legisla-
tive Chamber in the land and honourable members
have the right to be invited to attend public fune-
tions. We usually have the courtesy of being invitd
to functions held by private people and I will say that
if private people invite us I feel that as members of
this House the relationship beween the Head of the
Administration and the Tembers of this
House should be closer. I should like to say that
the Head of the -Administration is as much a mixer
as the honourable junior member for St. Peter.

Mr. SPEAKER: T think you had better keep
the Head of the Administration out of it because as

soon as an honourable member says one thing, an-
other honourable member will say something else,

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I want to steer clearly
so that no one might gather that we are trying to
accuse the Head of the Administraion of anything.
1t is unfortunate that ¢his incident has occurred.
When you read in the Press that the Legislature was
invited to an ‘‘At Home’’ at Government louge,
that was a mistake because it would not be
true to say that the Legislature was invited when an
honourable member has not received any invitation.
I feel that we are now only attracting attention in
responsible quarters so that a similar occurrence will
not take place again. We can well appreciate
that the honourable junior member for St. Peter
is here by the will of the people and there is
a certain amount of respeet which should be attached
to honourable members’ position in this House. As
I said at the beginning, it is unfortunate in the
extreme that we should have to discuss a matter such
as this this afternoon. I believe that this will be a
historie occasion; I doubt very much whether the
adjournment of the House has ever been moved so as
to discuss a matter like this. I feel that what the
honourable junior member for St. Peter has said is
sufficient to cause a change in our procedure.

Mr. TALMA: 1 feel that this is one of the
few occasions on which no form of censure should ‘se
placed on the Head of the Administration.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 should like to remind the
honourable member that I have ruled that any eriti-
CIS(;H of the Head of the Administration ig out of
order.

Mr. TALMA: As far as T have heard from this
debate points have been raised which fall under
the heading of procedure in so far as attending Gov-
ernment House is concerned. In the first place, one
has to register one’s name in the Visitors’ Book at
Government House. Everything ecally for a certain
amount of procedure and if it has not been complied
with by the honourable junior member for St. Peter
the blame lies at his door and not at anybody else’s
If the procedure is that the Visitors’ Book has to be
signed, unlesg and until the honourable member eom-
plies with that it stands to reason that if he has
not been invited to Government Fouse he has to blame
himself and nobody elgse. All the members on this
side of the Table, with the exception of the honour-
able junior member for St. Peter who has made this

motion, were definitely invited to Government Houss
and they were present.

Mr. SPEAKER:
go into that.

Mr. TALMA: T was just trying to explain the
position. T ean assure honourable members that it
was not a question of inviting people of a particular
colour, clasg or creed, or of anybody having been left
out intentionally or otherwise. Although I have
been debarred from referring to the present
Head of the Administration, when compared with
others who were here, T must say that he is the most
hospitable one we have had for manyv a vear. (Cheers).

Mr, GARNER: Thic is somethine whieh is
much to be regretted and T must support
honourable  junior member for St. Peter
because whoever 1s responsible for sending
out these invitations chould see that the
elected members of this Chamber are invited to
Government House on such occasions. Sopeakine
for myself, T do not care whether they send me an
invitation or not because T dn not intend to 2o there.
T will 2o in the interest of the peovle hut on soerial
oceasions T know the Head of the Administration
does not want me and T do not put my mind there.

I do not think that you need
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Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member can
'say what he likes about himself but he must be very
careful in referring to the Head of the Adminis-
tmation.

Mr. GARNER: During the late Governor’s
regime I was invited to Government House but o
tell me that it is incumbent on the members of this
House to sign the Visitors’ Book, I do not under-
stand that. Your very election.to membership of
House should qualify you to visit Governmen:
House; and it comes ag an insult to honourable
members to tell them that they must sign this Book
before they canp go there. I hope that those who
are in charge will see that it is unnecessary for us
to sign this Book in order to visit Government
"House but that we are entitled to go there by virture
of our being the people’s wepresentatives in this
Chamber. My aim and sole desire is to represent not
only my constituents but the people of this island
on the floor of this House without any social dis-
tinction; and I say that in fairness to the members
of this House, the Head of the Executive or whn-
ever is in charge of sending out invitations should
not look to see who hag signed this Beok. We are
éntitled to go to Government Touse socially or
otherwise so long as we are members of this House.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I do not claim to be an
Emily Post. Under the recognized social convenuions
I believe that His Excellency the Govermor or his
consort is entitled to assume that so long as one
refuses to sign the Visitors’ Book at Government
House, one does not want to be invited there.
Therefore in issuing invitations to Government
House it was felt justifiable to exclude persons who
have not paid the customary courtesy call. But i
know, Mr. Speaker, that in the past it has been the
practice to invite members of the Legislature to
functions at Government House whether they have
signed the Visitors” Book or not. If the present In-
" cumbent feels like sticking more closely to the genera
practice T presume that he is entitled to do it. Bearinz
" in mind the fact that the practice has been to invite
members of the Legislature whether they have signed
the Visitor’s Book or not and also bearing in mind
the fact that members of this Chamber are enti}:led
to the customary recognition on the part of officials,
T believe that the Head of the Administration would
te well advised to pay attention to the remarks
-which have been made here thig afternoon, and for
the future extend invitations to members of the
Legislature to Government House whether they have
paid the courtesy call or not.

Mr. ADAMS: I speak partly as a meganr ‘of
the Legislature and partly as an oydinary individ-
ual. 1 agree entirely with everything that the last
honourable member has said except the last sentence.
There is no Government House in any part of the
British Empire in which this custom is not observed.
There has been a certain amount of relaxzation in
Barbados from time to time, but if it has‘beeome
necessary for one reason or another to ‘restrict your
invitations, what is the normal practice that any
individual would adoptt I hope I will not say any-
thing which might give the impression that I am in
favour of keeping any ancient, traditional {md per-
haps snobbish conventionality 1f, for instance,
a lady refused to speak to you because you did not
take off your hat to her will you blame hert In an-
other case perhaps it might be thought strange if
vou took off your hat to her. T have at some time or
other been to Government House entirely against
mv will; one does not always like to put on a
dress-shirt to attend a dinner but you have
t0o put up with it. In the first place, there

has been all this talk about a public function,
but this was a private function and the Head
of the Administration could have-invited whom
he liked. It is a common, everyday practice for
this sort of thing to happen. We all agree that go-
ing to Government House to attend any social fune-
tion would not appeal to the honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Pefer, but when the House have heard
that every honourable member sitting on this side of
the Table was there except the honourable junior
member for St. Peter, how can it be suggested that
the Head of the Administration ig unmindful of us?
If you are supposed to wear a black tie at_funerals
why should you wear a red one? If it is customary
for persons to sign the Visitors’ Book at Government
House how can you complain if you have not been
invited there? I remember that when the Moymne
Commission came out here I was not invited to Gov-
ernment House; I did not care to put my name
dmin.a. As the honourable senior member for St.
Philip has reminded the House, it was the practice
pot.to put down your name if you did not want any
mvitation. I used the same argument that has
been used this afternoon. I spoke with Mr. Morgan
J_ones.wnh respect to racial diserimination—at that
time it was customary to invite officials and their
wives ‘rg Government House on social oceagions. T was
not invited to Government House at the reception of
the Commission and in conversation with Mr. Morgan
Jones the fisst question he asked me was whether T had
signed the Visitors’ Book. How can you complain
about not having been invited to Government House
Whep vou did not have the ordinary, simple courtesy
to sign the Visitors’ Book? Let us protect our rights.
let us hate social distinetion but do not let us be stub-
born and want the rules to be broken for us. The rela-
tions between the Executive and the Head of the
Administration are much different now from what
they were in the past. T have been to Gov-
ernment House before and felt g4 if we were in the
m;rhteenth centurv: but now that this snobbish
attitude is being killed in this islang I say that it
18 tragic for a debate of this sort to take place in
respect of persons who merely ask you to pay them
’_[hp. courtesy of telling them whether you want an
mvitation or not. Tt is a clear intimation that you
do not care to accept an invitation when you do
not put your name in the Visitors’ Book- T am
sorry that T had to speak at all but it would have
heen wrone if T did not say what T had to say. The
Hrad of the Executive cannot answer for himself
and T felt that both as a member of this House. along
with the honourable junior member for St. Petosr.
as well as being the Leader of tha House I should
make these observations. T cannot, for the 1ife of
me, see why this debate wag necessary at all. Tt
may be that the honourable junior member for St
Petey has arguned from what appeared in the society
2ossip columns of - the “Advoeate”™. I say nothing
more except that T hope the honourable .member
will cea that thi- s not one of those instances wherd
o reoard was naid to a particular individual be-
cause he belongs to a wnartienlar race. T hope the
honourable member will withdraw hic motion.
Mr._RAMSAY: I want to thank the honour-
able senior member for St. Joseph for his gratuitous
advice which is absolutely of no wuse t me,
(Laugh_tey). Barbados has a culture of ity own.
When it is seen in the Press that the junior repre-
sentative of the people of St. Peter wag not invited
to Government House it was. because he was dis-
courteous enough as not to sign the Visitors’ Book!
There is always cause and effect; the cause for sign-
ing the Book has the effect of showing a perso;’s
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existence. I say with a full sense of responsibility
that there were persons invited who have not signed
the Visitors’ Book. I have brought this matter to
the notice of“the public and in future I hope thap
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph will
let the Head of the Administration know that the
representatives of the people are entitled to be invited
to Government House whether they have signed the
Visitors’ Book or not. I now ask leave to withdraw my
motion.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber was granted leave to withdraw the motion.

NOTICE OF AN ADDRESS

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to give notice of the
following Address:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency the Governor

1. The House of Assembly have the honour to
thank Your Excellency for a copy of the Report of
the Commission, appointed by Your Excellency to
investigate the prospect of recruiting Barbadian lab-
our for employment in agricultural work in Surinam,
which has been laid on the table of the House.

2. The House respectfully suggest that steps
should be taken by this Government to implement as
soou as possible the recommendations of the Com-
mission in order that some relief in the loeal employ-
ment situation may be gained by emigration to
Sufinam, ‘

It is necessary for the Barbadog Government and
Surinam Government to get fogether as soon as
possible in this matter of recruiting labour for em-
ployment in Surinam. o

There being no objection, leave was granted the
honourable member. ~

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave that the considera-
tion of this Address be made the First Order of the
Day under Government Business at the next meeting
of the House.

There being no objection, the honourable nfem-
ter was granted leave. .

11

m———

THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. ADAMS: In fixing the Order Paper, Com-
mittee of Supply and the Chase Pension Bill will
be Orders Nos. 2 and 3.

Mr. WILKINSON: I ask leave that Order No. |
21 on to-day’s Order Paper under Private Mem-
bers’ Business be made Order No. 8 for the next
meeting,

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I object. We have just
passed the first Address and I do not think that it
is fair after we have been into the ballot box to try
to push up these Orders.

Mr. SYMMONDS: I ask lzave that Order No.
55 be made Order No. 2.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Again I have to object.

Mr. SYMMONDS: I beg to move that Order
No. 55 on to-day’s Order Paper be made Order No, 2
for the next meeting.

Mr. ADAMS: T had to do this same thing in
the case of the honourable senior member for St.
Michael so that -nobody could accuse me of taking
sides. If we have the ballot system what ig the
use of trying to bring Order No. 55 up to Order No.
2? 1 suggest that these ilems be not taken out of
their Order.

Mr. SPEAKER: Any honourable member has
the right to make a motion so as to have ap Order
taken out of its position; but ordinarily speaking,
he has to make a motion for the suspension of Rule
No. 60. Anyvhow the honourable member’s motion
has not been seconded.

Mr. CRAWFORD: T think that thig is a ques-
tion which the House have to decide by vote. The
occasion will arise when a matter is of such tre-
mendous importance that it should be dealt with out
of its position.

THE ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this House
do now adjourn to this day week, the 2nd day of
December, 1947, at twelve o’clock noon.

Mr. Rawmsay seconded the motion which was
agreed to. :

Mr. SpeaRER aceordingly adjourned the House
to this dayv week, the 2nd day of December, 1947, at
twelve o’clock noon. .






