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THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL

REPORT).

SESSION 194748

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 14ih October, 1947,

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem-
bly met at 12 o’clock noon today.

Present:

His Honour Mr. G. B. EveLyn (Speaker), His
Honour Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER, (Deputy Speaker),
Mr. J. T. C. Ramsay (Chairmaen of Commatiees),
Dr. J. A. Le V. Wmson, Dr. Commins, Messrs.
A. E. 8. Lewrs, F. L. Warcort, M. E. Cox, D. A.
Foster, R. G. Marp, C, E. TaLma, G. H. Apawms,
B.A., H. D. BrAckuMan, H. A. Dowping, V. C. GaLE,
S. A. Warncorr, J. H. WiLrinsoN, O.B.E,, and E. 1.
WARD,

After ‘prayers, Messrs. CRAWFORD, (ARNER,
MorTLEY, HAYNES, and SMITH enter the House and
take their seats.

MINUTES.

The Minutes of the meeting which was hela
on the 7th October, 1947, having been ecirculateqd
are taken ag read and confirmed.

ILLNESS OF THE CLERK.

Mr SPEAKER: 1 regret to inform the House
that the Clerk of the House is il and
that I have made arrangements for the Deputy
Clerk to act ag Clerk and Mr. L. E. R. Gill to act
as Deputy Clerk. T should like some honourable
member to make motions approving of what I have
done.

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr.
RaMsay, the Clerk of the House is granted leave of

-gbsence from hig duties for the day.

ACTING APPOINTMENTS.

On the motion of Mr. ApaMs, seconded by Mr.
Tarma, the Deputy Clerk is appointed to aet as
Clerk for the day’s sitting,

On the motion of Mr. Apawms, seconded by Mr.
BrLAckMAN, Mr. L. E. R. Gill is appointed to act as
Deputy Clerk for the day’s sitting.

DOCUMENT,

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that I have received from the Colonial

Treasurer hig Financial Report for the month ended
30th September, 1947.

PAPERS LAID.

Mz ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-—I have the honoar
to present the following Papers:—

Message No. 33/1947 from Hig Excellency the
Governor informing the House that he has appoint-
ed Mr. G. H Adams, Mr, H. D. Blackman, Dr.
H. G. Cumming and Mr, C. E. Talma to be members
of the Executive Committee during the eurrent
legislative session, '

Report of the Committee appointed by His Ex-
cellency the Governor to make recommendations for
the re-organization of the Government Industrial
Schools.

Statement of Post Office Advances for the pay-
ment of Money Orders to the 31st August, 1947.

PETITION

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Speaker,—I have the hon-
our to present a petition from the Highway Com-
mjissioners of the parish of St, Philip praying the
House to pasg a Bill to grant them permission to
raise a loan of £2,202 to enable them to purchase a
road roller for the use of the parish. The petition
is respectfully worded and I ask that it be takea
as read. -

The petition is taken as read.

NOTICES.

Government Noticeg are given as follows:—

Mr. C. E. TALMA: Special resolution under
the provisiong of section 4 of the Department of}
Science and Agriculture ‘Aect, 1925 (1925-5) as
amended by section 2 of the Department of Science
and Agriculture (Amendment) Aect, 1947 (1947-31).

Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution for £200 to sup-
plement resolution No. 41 of the 30th of April, 1947,
to provide the necessary staff and stationery for,
and to meet incidental expenses in connection with
the carrying on of an organization for banking the
compulsory savings of Barbadian workers employed
in the U.S.A., for the payment to their nominees of

the allotments authorised to be paid under the terms '* ;

of the workers’ contracts, for the payment of any
Court order in respect of the maintenance of any”




14 .. HOUSE:

parson dependent on the workers, for the reim-
bursement of any monies paid by the Governmeut
of Barbadog in respeet of dutieg in the U.8.A., and
in respect of advances made to the workers by way
of cash or in order to effect insurance.

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the
House into Committee of Supply at its next meet-
ing to consider the money Resolution of which
notice has just been given.

Other Notices are given as follows:—

Mr. GARNER: A Bill to authorize the Com-
missioners of Highways of the parish of St. Philip
to raise a loan of £2,202 to enable them to purchase
a roaq roller to be used in repairing the roads in
the said parish.

Dr. WILSON: Of the following Address:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Euxcellency the Governor

The House of Assembly points out to His Ex-
cellency the urgent need in the panish of Saint John
for a Clinic, wherein children of working class
parents may be provided for and looked after during
such periods as their mothers are at work.

2. The House asks that the Government shall
forthwith take the necessary steps to institute a
Clinic ag aforementioned,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Of the following Address:—

The House of Assembly
) To
His Euxcellency the Governor

. The House of Assembly are of the opinion that

in view of the complex nature of Government busi-
ness and the desirability of keeping the Public fully
informed of the Policy and Decisiong of the Admin-
istration, and the progress of affairs concerning the
welfare of the people of thig Island, Your Excellency
- should take the necessary steps to establish the post
of Public Relations Officer.

The House would welcome such an appoint-
ment following the lines adopted in many of the
other West Indian Colonies and that preference be
given to a person with practical experience in the
collection of information and its presentation. -

Mr. MOTTLEY: A Bill to amend the Paro-
chial Employees Act, 1944.

Mr. CRAWFORD: A Bill to amend the Repre-
sentation of the People Aect, 1901, as amended by
the Representation of the People (Amendment) Aect,
1943.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Of the :following Ad-.
dress :—

The HauseTof Assembly
0

His Ezcellency the Governor

The House of Assembly has received with con-
siderable interest the report that Hon. L. B. Caraseco,
M.L.C., Leader of the St. Lucia delegation which
visited Dutch Guiana to enquire into and report
upon general conditions of living and work in that
country, also visited the Dutech colonies of Aruba
and Curacao where he obtained a quota for an ap-
preciable number of St, Lucian Artisang and un-
skilled workers for employment in these 2 colonies.

2. The House is of opinion that steps be taken
immediately to investigate the possibility of securing
an outlet for our unemployed in these 2 colonies
and urge that action with this end in view be under-
taken immediately,

Mr. CRAWFORD: Of the following Ad-
dress:—
The House of Assembly
To
His Ezxcellency the Governor

The House views with considerable apprehen-
gion the gravity of the economic position in which
it is anticipated the colony will find itself in con-
sequence of what is popularly referred to ag ‘‘the
dollar cpisis.”

2. The House is of opinion that the consider-
able reduction in our imports which ig envisaged
and the resultant loss in revenue, must cause an in-
crease in the present widespread unemployment and
soqial misery, and respectfully urges that a repre-
sentative Committee be set up at once to consider
and report upon all aspects of the situation,

QUESTIONS.

Dr. WILSON: To enquire of the senior mem-
ber of the Executive Committee present at the mnext
meeting of this House:—

1. Is it a fact that in the year mineteen hun-
dred and forty, workerg as Engineers, Firemen, and
Cleaners of the several Pumping Stations were
promised to be provided with suits (overalls) and
boots by Government?

2. Ig it also a fact that this promise was to
be implemented after the cessation of hostilities?

3. If the answer to the above questiong 1 and
2 respectively be in the affirmative, will Government
state when they propose fulfilling thelr promfse to
the said workers?

Mr. SMITH: To enquire of the senior member
of the Executive Committee present at the next
meeting of the House:

(1) Will the Government consider the advisa-
bility of appointing a small Committee including at
least 2 shopkeepers to consider the margin of profits
nvade by the Retailers particularly thoge in the
Country distriets who have additional overhead .x-
penses due to the distance from the sources of sup-
ply?

Mr. FOSTER: To enquirg of the senior mem-

er of the Executive Committee present at the next
meeting of this House:—

Will the Government state what is the reason
for the delay in commencing work on:

(1) The East Coast Road.

(2) The Tenantry roads in the parish of St.
Andrew for which provision was included in the
resolution for £75,000 passed by the House of As-
sembly on July 22nd last for the purpose of helping
to relieve unemployment?

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of this House:—

What steps is Government proposing to take in
connection with scale beams at sugar factories
throughout this Island for the protection of the in-
terests of peasants, who sell their canes to such
factories, in view of the proven error in the weigh-
ing of a load of canes this year at Spring Hall Fac-
tory, St. Lucy,—an error which was in favour of the
purchaser of the canes?

Mr. MOTTLEY: To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committee present in the
House at itg next meeting :—

1. Is it g fact that the Government hag recently
refused to grant Licences for the importation of
Canadian White Potatoes whereag during the same

-9
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Teriod Licences have been granted for the importa-
tion of Chewing Gums?

Mr. CRAWFORD': To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committe present in the
House at itg next meeting:—

1. Will the Government cause to be published
for the information of the honourable House, a state-
ment showing the recommendations contained in the
Calver Report on the Barbados Police Force which
have been implemented to date?

2. Will the Government also cause to be publish-
ed a statement explaining why un-implemented
recommendations remain not implemented?

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of this House:—

How many Barbadian ex-servicemen from

World War II, approxtimately, are now again resi-'

dent in thig Island?

2. Of the above, how many are presently un-
employed ?

3. In connection with the above unemployed,
will Government explain what steps are being taken
to provide adequate eployment for those Barbadians
who offered their lives for King and Country?

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committeg present at the
next meeting of this House:—

1. Whether Government will consider installing
radio sets at every rural Police Station in thig Is-
land, for the benefit of policemen stationed at such
places?

2. If the answer to question (1) above, is
“yeg”, will Government also have these sets equip-
ped with loud speakers, so that residents in such
distriets may listen in to programmes?

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of this House:—

1. Hag the attention of Government been
drawn to a circular issued in August 1947, by His
Excellency the Governor of Trinidad to all Heads
of Government Departments in that Colony direet-
ing that “whenever g vacancy for first appointment

-or promotion oceurs they should hesitate long and

search their consciences hard before they recom-
mend that it is essential to import a United Kin8-
dom Officer™?

2. Will Government strongly urge on the Colo-
nial Office that preference be given to Wiest Indiaa,
and particularly Barbadian, applicants for such
appointments in the local Civil Service as are now,
or may become, vacant?

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of this House:—

1. Whether an Overseer in the Department
of Highways and Transport has been promoted
over the heads of other Overseers, senior to himself
in that Department, to act as Chief Overseer?

9. If the answer to the above question is
“‘yes’’, is it a fact that this Overseer had previous-
ly resigned on very short notice from this Depart-
ment, and was reinstated only a few years ago?

3. If the answer to question 2, above is,
“‘yes’’, will (lovernment state whether the service
of the Overseer in question is reckoned from the
date when he was reappointed on the staff?

4. Whether dissatisfaction exists amongst
other employees in this Department in connection
with the acting appointment of thig Overseer with
itg implications?

5. Whether it is a fact that certain Overseers
of this Department are taking ‘Home-Study’
courses for the improvement of their knowledge in
connection with their work, as Road Overseers?

6. If the answer to question 5 above Is
“yes”, how many such Overseers are there, and is
one of such Overseers the gentleman referred to in
paragraphs 1 and 2 (above)?

7. Whether Government has recommended to
this Department increased wageg for labourers in
the said Department?

SELECT COMMITTEE’S DRAFT REPLY TO HIS
EXCELLENCY’S SPEECH.

Mr. BRANCKER : Mr. S%eaker,—l beg to
present the Report of the Select Committee appoint-
ed to draft a Reply to the speech .which His
Excellency the Governor delivered at the opening
of this legislative session and I beg to move that the
draft Reply be now read.

Mr. GOX: 1 beg to second that.

The question that the draft Reply be now read
is put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

The draft Reply is read as follows:—

The House Of Assembly
0
Ilis Excellency The Governor
1. The House of Assembly thank Your Exeel-

lency for the Speech you were pleased to deliver
at the opening ef the Legislative Session 1947-48

.and for your comprehensive review of the events

of the past session,

2. The House note with satisfaction the sound
financial position of the island, ‘

3. The House fully appreciate the many mat-
ters of importance referred to in Your Excellency’s
Speech, and assure Your Excellency that any mea-
sures for the good of the Island will, when Ilaid
before the House, receive their careful and sympa-
thetie consideration.

4. Fn conclusion Your Excellency may be
assured that the House will do all in itg power to
further the best interests of all sections of the
community.

On the motion of Mr, Apawms, seconded by Dr.
Cumming, the House agrees to the draft Reply
being printed and ° circulated among honourable
members.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME.

On the motion of Mr, (GARNER, seconded by Mr.
CrawrForRD, a Bill to authorize the Commissioners
of Highways of the parish of St. Philip to raise a
loan of £2,202 to enable them to purchase a road
roller to be used in repairing the roads in the said
parish ig read a first time,

On the motion of Mr. MoTTLEY, seconded by Mr.
GARNER, a Bill to amend the Parochial Employees
Act, 1944, is read a first time.

On the motion of Mr. Crawrorp, seconded by
Mr. GArNER, a Bill to amend the Representation of
the People Act, 1901, i read a first time,

On the motion of Mr. Apawms, seconded by Mr.
TaLma, a Bill to grant additional sums of money
out of the Public Treasury and to appropriate the
same for the years ended 31lst March, 1941, 1942,
1943, 1944, 1945, and 1946 is read a firs{ time.
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APPOINTMENT OF STANDING COMMITEES

Mr. ADAMS: Before the Orderg of the Day
are entered upon I wish to draw :o the attention of
honourable members the fact that last week when ihe
House met for the first time this session it forgot that
it should have dealt with the appoinument of the
several Standing Committees. I am suggesting to the
House that it agree to-day to re-appoint the Standing
Committees that existed during the last session,
with the exception of substituting for the name of
the senior member for St. George the name of the
Junior member for St. Lugy on the Printing Com-
mittee, the Debates Committee, and the Hospital
Board and the name of the senior member for Christ
Church for the n#me of the senior member for St.
George on the Board of the Peasants’ Loan Bank.
I make the latter suggestion because the senior
niember for Christ Church is now the member of
the Executive Committee dealing with Agriculture.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the House approve of your
suggestion you can move the appointment of the
Committees seriatim, otherwise the House will have
to do what has been done in the past, that is, ap-
point the senior member for each constituency a
Select Committee to consider and recommend to the
House the members of the several Committees. The
question is that the honourable senior member for
St. Joseph be allowed to move the appointment
of the several Standing Committeeg instead of what
hag been done in the past. If there is no objection,
the honourable member will be granted leave to
proceed. There being no objection, the honourable
member may proceed.

On the motions of Mr. Apams, seconded by

Mr. TAruma, the following Committees are ap-
pointed :—

The Printing Committee. Messrs, BRANCKER,
WiLkInsoN, Apams, and CRAWFORD,

The Debates Committee. His Honour the

SPEAKER, Messrs. BRANCKER, WILKINSON, ADAMS,
and CRAWFORD.

General HoSpttal Board. Messrs BRANCKER,
TaLma, F. L. Warcorr, Cox, LEwrs, BrackMan and
Dr. CuMmINs,

Sugar Industry Agricultural Bank. Messrs.
Havynes, CraAwrorp, Braxcker, and MoTTLEY.

Board of Agriculture. Messrs Havnes, S. A.
‘WarLcoTt, WArp, and Dowpivg,

Board of Management of the
Credit Society. Mr. FOSTER. ‘

On the motion of Mr, Apiwms, seonded by Mr.
BrackMAN, the following Committee is appointed :—-

Board of the Peasants’ Loanw Bank.  Messrs.
Tarma and CRAWFORD,

On the motions of Mr, Apawms, seconded by Mr.
TarLMa, the following Committees are appointed:—

Fancy Mplasses Control and Marketing Board.
Messrs. HAyNEs, S. A. Warcorr, Nige. Rerce and
D. H. RoacH,

Bridgetown Housing Board. Messrs.
and Ramsavy.

Sugar Production and Exzport Control Bpard.
His Honour the SPEAKER, Messrs. WARD, (GARNER,
and H. 0. EMTAGE.

The following are appointed Memberg of the
Victoria Emigration Society by Mr. SPEAKER:---
Messrs, Crawrorp, MapP, and Dr. WILsox,

Agricultural

Apam3,

GOVERNOR ASKED TO ISSUE WRIT FOR
BYE-ELECTION.

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order is to consider
a letter from the senior member for St. George re-
sioning his seat ags a member of the House of

Assembly. According to Rule 54 I shall direct the
letter to be recorded on the minutes and, that hav-
ing been done, declare the geat vacant, unless a
motion ig made that such letter of resignation b2
not entered on the minutes and is carried by a
majority of two-thirds of the members present. No
motion having been made to that effect, I direct that
the letter be entered on the minutes and I declare
the seat vacant. A member of the House should
now move the passing of an Address to His Exeei-
lency the Governor asking him to issue a writ for
the election of someone to fill the vacant seat and a
motion of that nature is usually moved by the other
member representing the constituency in question.

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker,—I shall move
the passing of an Address to Hig Excellency the
Governor-in-Executive Committee asking him to
issue a writ for the election of someone to represent
the parish of St. George in this House but before
doing so I should like to say a few words on behalf
of my late colleague. He has been for a long time
a member of this House and a representative of St.
George’s parish and I do not think there is anyone
present who will not agree with me when 1 say
that hig regisnation will be g great loss to this House
and to the island as a whole (Cheers). He hag al-
ways taken a keen interest in the affairg of this
House and he has been a very straightforward repre-
sentative of St. George. But in particular, Sir, I
would like to draw members’ attention to his great
powers of debate. His tenacity of purpose in stick-
ing to the point at issue. was admirable and I think
that the members of this House would do well to
emulate the honourable gentleman’s powers of debate
and his tenacity of purpose in sticking to the point
at issue. I beg to move that the following Address
do now pass:—

To His Excellency Sir Hilary Rudolph
Robert Blood, Knight Commander of the
Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael
and Saint George, Governor and Comman-
der-in-Chief of the Island of Barbados.

May it please Your Excellency,

A vacancy having occurred in the General
Assembly owing to Hugh Worrell Springer, Esquire,
a Member for the parish of St. George, having
®Pacated hig seat,

We, the representatives of the people in the
General Assembly, pray that Your Excellency-in-
Executive Committee will be pleased to issue a
new Writ for the election of a member to serve in
the General Assembly for the parish of St. George
in the place of the said Hugh Worrell Springer,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker,—I have much
pleasure in seconding the motion for the passing of
this Address. There is very little that I can add to
what has been said about the late member for St.
George. Hig sterling qualities are well known not
only to the members of this House but also the people
of this island and I go so far as to say that hig go-
ing out of polities is a losg to the West Indies. As
I said, I have much pleasure in seconding the motion
for the passing of thig Address and in conclusion I
will say that the standard set by the senior member
for St. George is one which any member of this
House would do well to emulate (Hear, hear, and
Cheers),

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 sincerely hope that the
genior member for the City is not entirely serious
in his remarks when he said that he hoped we would
all follow the standard—

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 did not gay that. I said
that the standard set by the senior member for St.

-~
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George in debate is worthy of emulation by any man
coming into polities in this colony,

The question that this Address do now pasg 1s
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Mr, SPEAKER: I will ask the honourabie
member for St. George to present the Address to
His Excellency the Governor.

Mr. DOWDING: As Your Honour pleases,

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY,

Mr, SPEAKER: The next Order is to move
the House into Commitiee of Supply to consider the
grant of sumg of money for the gervice of the colony.

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr.
TaLma, Mr. SPEARER leaves the Chair and the Houss
goes into Committee of Supply, Mr. RaMsay bein
in the Chair, L

REHABILITATION AND EXTENSION OF THE FISHING
INDUSTRY.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Chairman,—The first Reso-
lution ig for the sum of £3,000 to be placed at the
disposal of the Governor-in-Ex-cutive Committee for
the rehabilitation and extension of the fishing in-
dustry of the island. The addendum sets out the
matter very clearly and speaks for itself. I hardly
believe that this can be considered a controversial
matter and that being so, I appeal to honourable
members to agree to the passing of this Resolution
and let us get through the business of the House. [
beg to move that the Resolution do now pass.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to second that.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
is put and resolved in the affirmative without a
division. N

GRATUITY OF JOSEPH N, STRAUGHAN,

Mr. BLACKMAN: The next Resolution is for
the sum of £391. 13. 3. to be granted to Mr. Joseph
Nathaniel Straughan as a gratuity in respect of his
twenty nine years’ combined service with the Com-
missioners of Highways, St. Michael, the Central
Road Board, and the Department of Highways and
Transport. The addendum sets out the particulars
and I beg to move that the Resolution do now pass.

Mr. ADAMS: T beg to second that. o

Mr. HAYNES: I would like a little more in-
formation about this matter. I would like to know
whether Mr. Straughan elected to take a gratuity m
lieu of a pension, whether this was dome with or
without his consent, )

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman,—While that
information is being awaited I would just like to take
‘this opportunity of saying,—as I happened to be on
the Central Road Board for several years while Mr.
Straughan, the gentleman in question, was an em-
ployee of that Board—how fine an example he set in
the performance of sueh duties as were assigned 1o
him and how much we all admired his ability and
appreciated the painstaking service which he ren-
dered to that Board. I think that an occasion like
this should not be allowed to pass without publie
reference being made to the very conscientious and
wery able service which he unstintedly rendered,
certainly from the time he wag an employee of the
Central Road Board and, I have no dm;bt, when he
continued to be an employee of the Highways and
Transport Department.

Mr. LEWIS: 1 congratulate the Governmeat
on giving this deserving servant this gratuity and
1 certainly do not wish to hold up the pasm'ng_of
this Resolution. But in my opinion the junior
member for St. John should have obtained th=

leave of the House to take charge of this Resolution
which stands in the name of the senior member for
St. Philip. )

Mr. BLACKMAN: 1In reply to the senior mem-
ber for St, Andrew I will state that in g letter daicd
30th July, Joseph Nathaniel Straughan made appli-
cation for the gratuity which the Government has
granted.
~ The question that the Resolution do now pass
1s put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Mr. ADAMS: The nex. Resolution s for the
sum of £11,613 to be placed at the disposal of the
Governor-in-Executive Committee for the service of
the colony. The amounts asked for appear under six
Heads of the Estimates and the notes explaining the
reasons for these amounts are as full as they can be.
I do not think there is anything more I can tell hon-
(_)urable members. I have taken the trouble this morn-
ing to go through the notes and as far as I can see
there is nothing more in the fileg than what appears
in the notes. Taking the Heads seriatim I peg to
move that Head VIII, Post Office, item 14, Overseas
Distriet Mails (Air—1946-47) £1,365, item 18, Pos-
tage Stamps — 1947-48, £1,300 stand part of the
schedule of this Resolution.

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Before the question is put I
should like to tell the honourable member in charge
of this particular Department — and I am saying
it in thig way so that the public can have the satis-
facton of knowing that their grievances are brought
to the attention of the CGovernment — that the
Post Office must make an attempt to be a
Post Office and to give satisfaction to the publie,
It is not fulfilling that function now. There is no
Department of the Government that is giving the
public the annoyance that the present Post Office
administration — whether it ig due to lack of staff,
congestion or whatever it is — is giving. The
public feel that improvements can be made imme-
diately whether the Pest Office ig removed or not
and they are not satisfied with the present gstate
of affairs, There ig nothing that is done at the Post
Office that gives satisfaction. I am very sorry -o
say it but I think that it is time that somebody
speaks out and persists in getting something done.

Mr. BLACKMAN: The criticism of the junior
member for the City will be gone into and aetion
taken which will satisfy the public.

The queston that Head VIII, Post Office,
£2,665 stand part of the schedule is put and resolved
in the affirmative without division.

PRISONS,

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr.
Tarma, Head XVI, Prisons, item 17, Supernumerary
Officers and Matrons—1947-48, £50 stands part of
the schedule.

EDUCATION.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Head XX,
Education (ii) Second Grade Lducation, item 20,
Grant-in-aid (1) Combermere School — 1947-48
£456 stand part of the schedule. This amount is
made up of £343 for paying two additional Masters
of Combermere School with effect from the beginning
of the next school year and £113 to pay a Secretary-
Treasurer for the school from the 1st July, 1947, to
the 31st March next year.

Mr, TALMA: I beg to second the motion.

Mr. HAYNES: I would like some informa-
tion asbout thig item. I see from the notes that it
is proposed to appoint a Seeretary-Treasurer — a
whole time officer 1 take it — at a salary of £200 a
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year. 1 want to know what authority the Govern-
ing Body of Combermere School has for paying this
amount of money. Not that I consider it ig too
much or too little but I would like to know what
authority it has for thig purpose because in the
near future a similar situation will arise in con-
nection with another School.

Mr. ADAMS: 1 suppose that the honourable
member is asking that question in order that other
persons who have no knowledge of the subject may
get the information, There have been, as far as I
know, from time immemorial Secretaries and Trea-
surers of these Schools, except that the Secretary or
Treasurer may have been in the Department of Edu-
cation. When T was a boy at school at Harrison
College Mr. M. T. G. Mahon used to be the Secre-
tary of these Schools. At one time Mr. Frank
Layne was the Secretary; so that there ig nothing
novel about this item. The only thing novel about
it is that the person who used to be the Sceretary-
Treasurer of Comberemere School has resigned from
the Government Service — ag far as I know, Mr.
Tucker used to do the work -—— and it is proposed
to appoint someone outside as Secretary-Treasurer.
Harrison College, Queen’s College, St. Michael’s
Girls’ School have Secretaries. There is mno rea-
son why the Parry School or the Foundation Schools,
if they find that they need Secretaries, should not
have them. I cannot tell the honourable member what
authority there is but there is authority because
this has been going on for years. I dare say that
there ig some regulation giving the Education Board
the right to appoint such officers as they may deem
necessary, If the honourable wember fears that
other schools may apply, then I say that it is the
duty of other schools to apply, if they find that they
need Secretaries and I have no doubt that the House
will be willing to grant the amounts that are neces-
sary to pay the salaries.

The question that Head XX, Education, £456
stand part of the schedule is put and resolved in
the affirmative without division.

PENSIONS.

On the motion of Mr. Apawms, seconded by Mr.
Tarma, Head XXVI, Pensions, stands part of the
schedule and consists of the following:— item 3,
Police and Fire Brigade Pensions and Gratuities —
194647 £3,566, item 4, Teachers’ Pensions and
Gratuities — 1946—47 £428, item 6, Public Pensions
and Gratuities — 1946—47 £3,678, and item 21,
‘War Bonus on Pensions — 1946—47 £34.

SUBSIDIES AND GRANTS

Mr. ADAMS. I beg to move that Head XXVIII,
Qubgidies and Grants, item 4, Commissioners of
Health, St. Michael—1946-47 £70 and 1947-48 £70
stand part of the schedule. As honourable members
will see from the notes the Comimissioners of IHealth
of St. Michael are given a grant of £200 a year to
enable them to carry out the provisions of section 4 of
the Public Health (Amendment) Act, 1945, that is, to
pay a building inspector. Inasmuch as the Vestry of
St. Michael has granted a cost of living allowance to
its employees on the same basis as was granted to pub-
Jic officers, the Commissioners of Health have asked
that the grant of £200 a year be increased by £70
for each of the two years to enable them to pay a
cost of living allowance on the samie basis to their
building inspector,

Mr. TALMA: T beg to second the motion.

The question that Head XXVIII, Subsidies and
Grants £140, stand part of the schedule is put and
resolved in the affirmative without division,

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,—The last Head in
the Schedule is XXIX, Miscellaneous Services, item
5, Government Binding an Printing — 1947-48 £500
item 13, Telephone rental, transfers and installations
—1947-48 £13, item 45, acting allowances, payment
of substitutes — 1946-47 £23 and item 42, Uniform
and Messengers—1947-48 £60. The first amount, as
honourable memberg will see from the notes, is to
cover the cost of printing the report of the Archi-
teet and Planning Officer. It iy proposed that the
report shall be printed in the United Kingdom and
shall incude the various colour plans of proposed
improvements ete. It is not set out here and I am
speaking from memory, but my recoliection is that
it is felt that a considerable number of copies of
this report will be bought locally and in other West
Indian colonies.  That money, ag customary, will
have to be given to public places in Great Britain
and, 1 believe, other parts of the Empire, so that I
am not in a position to say that the whole £500 will
be recovered from the sale of coples of the report.
But it ig a thing on which we cannot economise. Evan
the most up-to-date local printery cannot reproduce
all these colour plans. I have seen—and other hon-
ourable members may have seen too-—some of these
colour plans as regards town planning schemes in
Birmingham and other places in Great Britain,
Even a layman who sees for the first time these
colour plans showing the density of population, the
amount of traffic and so on, is amazed at the clearness
in which these thingg are set out in these books; he
can follow easily and have a clear conception of th2
difficulties of town planning. I feel sure that mo
honourable member will object to this vote and that
they will be very anxious to see the report in print.
I think this may be the appropriate stage to say that
all of ug must have felt that if there was one—shall
T use the expression “imported official”?—if there
wag one imported official who has done a good job
of work, it is Mr. De Syllas, as members of the
Legislature who saw his plans of the City of Bridge-
town and its suburbs will agree. The notes in re-
spect of other items state very clearly the reasons
for the respective amounts and I heg to move that
Bthi‘q Head stand part of the schedule.

Mr. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr, Chairman,—This sum of
£500 for printing this lay-out. of the City of Bridge-
town and its suburbs, to my mind, seems a waste of
money. We all saw these plans the other day; they
were on view at Goddard’s Restaurant and anybody
‘who wanted to see them could have done so. I see no
reason why this enormous expenditure should be met
for this purpose. After all, Sir, if it is ‘necessary
to duplicate these plans, the present holder of the
office has a staff who can do the work. Presently,
we shall be in need of money for useful purposes;
this sum of money can be more usefully spent other-
wise and T beg to move that the amount under this
Head be reduced by £500.

Mr. . L. WALCOTT: I would like to draw
attention to item 13 under this Head. This item
deals with the Highways and Transport Department
and I would like the member in charge of this De-
partment to give me some information. Here we
find that they are effecting some improvements for
the Superintendent Mechanie of the Department of
Highways and Transport. Sometime ago we passed
a Resolution increasing the salary to be paid to a
Foreman Mechanic and now we are dealing with this
item under this Head I want to know what has
become of that post which was advertised and agpli-
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cations called for. It has been drawn to my attencion
that the Director of Highways and Transport no
longer thinks that post is necessary and I would fike a
statement made in this House as to why it ig that
we should have been asked to pass that Resolution
so hurriedly and now to be told that the Directer
no longer sees the necessity for such a post. I think
that if we allow things to go on like this, it will be-
come a serioug state of affairg in this island becaus:.
in one breath, the Director will ask this House to
do something for him and after the House hag done
it, then in the same breath he will say that he no longer
considers it necessary. I do not know for what
reason this post no longer findg favour with him--
whether it is that he does not like the appearance
of the persons who applied for it or for personal
reasons. It would seem, Mr. Chairman, that there
is some individual whom they want to appoint and
they want to change the name of the post so that
it will be easier for this particular individual in the
community to fill it. But I say quite strongly that
if T cannot get a clear statemient about that, I shouid
prefer to reduce thig vote now in order that we may
bave a statement on that point because it is not fair
to honourable members. W are asked to improve
a Department such as the Highways and Transport
Department by creating posts for it and after these
posts have been created, no mention is made at all
about them, but we can hear from private sources
that the Director of Highways and Transport feels
that this post should not be worried with. I am
sorry that I have to make these remarks but if we
have a Department that is acting in this manner,
then it is a serious state of affairs. Ag we all know,
a foreman mechanic is an important person to be
employed in that Department and that post has not
been filled since the last holder of it died. I believe
he died about a year ago and the post has not been
filled despite the fact that there are many mechanics
in this island. To my mind, it is an insult to the men
of mechaniecal skill in Barbados to say that, you can-
not find a man to replace the one who is dead. 'What
iz happening to all the garages? We see motor cars
and motor trucks being driven all over the island
day after day and I cannot believe that it is an im-
possible task to find someone in Barbados to fill this
post. It may be that individualy who applied do
not find favour with the Head of the Department®
and it ig atrocious to have such acts being committed
and no one says anything about it. I say, Mr. Chair-
man, that in order to make examples of Heads
of Departments we should reduce their votes so
as to get clear statements about their actiong and
I beg to move that this amount of £596 be further
reduced by £13.

Mr. WILKINSON: Mr. Chairman—I beg to
second the motion of the senior member for St.
Andrew that the vote under this Head be reducad
by the sum of £500. As the honourable member
gaid, it is very much a luxury at this time for us
to send to England all the plans we have seen and
the public have seen—they were nicely displayed
in the building known as Goddard’s Restaurant—to
be printed. If these colour plans were printed and
offered for sale I venture to say that not many
people will buy them. Let us all remember that
we have warned that we are in for a financial crisis
and we, as trustees of the people’s purse, should keep
this amount of money and use it in feeding the
people. We should not send it Home at the present
time to have these pretty booklets printed. Further,
Mr. Chairman, you and I know that all these plans
cannot be carried out; there will be generations and

generations before Barbados ig planned on the ideas

of the Architect and Planning Officer. I repea*
that we have been warned—and I think every mem-
ber knows it—that we are in for a hard time and
I do not think that at this time we should spend
this money in printing what I call pretty booklets
that will be of little use, at any rate to the members
of this Chamber,

Mr. WARD: I substantially agree with what
has been said by the honourable member who has
Jjust sat down. We must bear in mind that the
Architect and Planning Officer himself admitted,
when we went to see these plans, that he could not
say when they will be carried out because this work
will take generations of people to do it. Therefore,
I think it is absolutely unwise for us at this present
moment to spend £500 in printing these plans.

Mr. COX: I would just like to make a few
remarks in connection with item 13 which relates to
the installation of a telephone in the private home
of the Superintendent Mechanic of the Department
of Highways and Transport. Now, Sir, until I am
convinced as to the necessity of having thig tele-
phone installed in this gentleman’s home I am afraid
that I cannot support this vote. In the first place,
we have not been given any idea as to the necessity
for this telephone. The people who are employed by
this Department knock off between 4 and 5 o’clock
in the afternoon; the lorries are in by 5 o’cloek,
everybody ig clocked by 5 o’clock and the only body
who is outside after 5 o’clock ig the watechman. It
is far different from the Waterworks Department 1c
conpection with which there are burst pipes at night
and the Manager and Superintendent have to be
called out to supervise the repairs. The Superin-
tendent Mechanic looks after the units of the Deo-
partment of Highways and Transport and those
units are housed by 5 o’clock every afternoon. He
is not the Director of Highways and Transport; be
is not the Executive Engineer; he is the Superintend-
ent Mechanic in charge of these units and, as I said,
these units are in their stations by 5 o’clock every after-
noon. Now, we are being asked to give him a tele-
phone. I am not going to sit here and put a telc-
phone in this gentleman’s house for his private use.
We are creating a precedent of which every individ-
ual who occupleg a similar position in a Department
will take advantage. They will come to this House
and say ‘‘You gave that gentleman a telephone and
he has no night work to do; we have night work to
do and we want telephones.” As the senior member
for St. Peter has said, not so long ago this House
passed a Resolution to inerease the salary to be paid
to a Foreman Mechanic. Every honourable member
krnows the history of that post. I think that it was
in 1946 that that post was created; the person who
held it has since died and no one has yet been ap-
pointed to fill it. We appointed a Select Committee
to go into the matter. The Director appeared be-
fore that Committee, and at his request the Committee
reported that the salary was small and was not likely
to attract a qualified man and recommended that it
be increased. The Select Committee also made other
recommendations in connection with that Depart-
ment which are not yet implemented but thg, Gov-
ernor-in-Bxecutive Committee sent a Resolution to
this House for the increase in salary for vyhich the
Director of Highways and Transport asked in respeect
of the Foreman Mechanic and this House unhesita-
tingly voted the amount. Mr. Chairman, you “will
be surprised to know that two of our best qualified
mechanics, mechanics who can practically construgt
a motor car. mechanies who can take a motor car’s
engine to pieces and reconstruet it in the dead of
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the night, applied for the post and the Director
of Highways and Transport cannot yet find a man
to fill it. He isx claiming now that the post is no
longer necessary; he has put us to all thig trouble
of voting and re-voting money and now we hear that
it is no longer necessary to have a Foreman Mechanic.
I cannot help saying that the Head of that Depari-
ment is a very inefficient man. He does not know
what he wants; he wants this ‘and he wants that and
when you give it to him he says that there is no neces-
sity for it. I am suggesting that we must know
something about this telephone before we vote this
amount and I am going to vote against it unless the
member in charge of the Department can convinee
me that this telephone is absolutely necessary.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—Perhapg I am
the most unfortunate person in the House to make
the appeal I am now going to make. Ag far as I
understand, the Superintendent Mechanic is also ia
charge of the Government Water Bogts, the Harbour
eraft. This item appears under Miscellaneous Ser-
vices,—telephone remtal, transfers and installations;
it is only the notes which direct you as to who
the person is and they ynfortunately do not mention
the entire servieces which the particular officer has
to perform. I am appealing to the memberg who
have criticized this vote, to remember that there ars
such occasions as the hurricane seasons; that the
water boats are very expensive things and that in
the event of a hurricane taking place the provision
of a telephone to call this Superintendent Mechanic
may result in the saving of a considerable sum of
money. 1 also understand that thig officer assisis
with the Fire Engine because the (Government has
no repair shops in many of its Depertments. Hon-
ourable members know that when the Police Vans
are to be repaired, they cost a considerable sum of
‘money. I do not wish to give the impression that
thig officer repairs them but I understand that he
helps in an admirable way in keeping the fire engine
in repair. I would not delete this amount for this
telephone but I agree that we should ask the member
in charge of the Department of Highways and Trans-
port to see that some satisfaction ig given in that
Department because undoubtedly there is dissatis-
faction as is mentioned by the senior member for St.
Peter. I feel that it is unfortunate we have to rectify
it in the manner suggested.

Mr. GARNEE: I am not going to support this
£500 for the printing of these colour plans. On
numerous oceasions I have come to this House and
asked thiy Gvernment to subsidize the people’s food,
such as rice and other items, and itg members have
told me that they cannot inerease the cost of the
subsidization scheme. As His Excellency the Governor
rightly said in his speech at the opening of this session,
our revenue will be less and we have to make redue-
tions in certain ways; therefore, I cannot fritter away
£500 in printing something that will be of no use.
The spending of £500 in other ways will do a lot
more good than spending it on paper which the
people will not buy and as some honourable member
has said, these plans will not be carried into effect
during this generation. Any sensible man who saw
the Architect’s plans will know that 100 years will
pass before they are carried into effect. On that
ground T am not going to vote for this £500 and I
counsel other honoursble members not to vote for
it, bearing in mind that we have to look for money
to maintain a lot of unemployed people in this island.
The people are starving and naked and nobody thinks

of that but £500 is to be sent to England to pay for
paper which we will have nothing to do with.

At thig stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SPEAKER resumes the
Chair and adjourns the House until 245 p.mi in
accordance with Rule 40 (a),

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (A).

On re-assembling.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—In view of the
fact that there is one matter on the Order Paper
which I am told i a matter of urgency—QOrder No. 7
dealing with Fancy Molasses I am asking the House
te agree to the suspension of Rules 61 (a) angd 61 (b)
in order to finish the consideration of the Resolution
with which we were dealing before the adjournment
for lunch and also to deal with the other Resolution
and then proceed with Order No. 7. If hcnourable
members want to revert to Private Members’ Business
after that I am entirely in their hands. I ask leave
to move for the suspension of Rule 61 (a).

There being no objection, the honourable member
wag granted leave to make the motion. '

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61(a) be
now suspended.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
to.

Mr. SPEAKER: When the adjournment for
lunch took place, the House was in Committee of
Supply.

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. Speakper left the Chair and the House re-
sumed Committee of Supply, Mr. RaMsay being in
the Chair. '

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTES FOR THE SERVICE
OF THE COLONY.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House wag 1a
Committee of Supply before the adjournment we
were considering a Resolution to place the sum
of £11,613 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee for the service of the Colony as set
out in *he Schedule to the Resolution. Item 6 of the
LSchedule wag under discussion.

Mr. ADAMS: Before anybody flogs what seems
to be a dying horse, I should like to point out that
when the members of the Government agreed that
this vote of £500 should be sent down—when we
agreed to that before the prorogation of the Legisla-
ture—we were all persuaded by the argument that
it was a useful thing to do. 1 myself was more than
persuaded because I had seen similar reports of
English town planning and being a layman I gained
considerable knowledge from the colour plans at-
tached to these reports showing density of popula-
tion, the dangers of overcrowding. and so on. 1
certainly did improve my knowledge of the possibili-
ties of proper, up-to-date planning. But cireum-
stances have changed; that was before the ‘dollar
crisis. I agree with honourable members that now
we have the dollar erisis that is s reasonable argu-
ment against the expenditure of this money. What
surprises me, however, is the warmth of the seéming
indignation of those honourable members who are
opposed to the expenditure of the money. Thig is not
a matter of great policy, it is not a matter of the
Government falling; we were all persuaded by Mr.
de Syllas that this was a good thing to do, and in
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.telephone at the residence of the Superintendent

"the Advisory Board as shown in an extraet from the

o

spite "of what honourable members have said, the
books are being sold. Even non-experts are buying
these books and other publications concerning town
planning. I have seen one in connection with
town planning in Roseau, Dominica; I have seen
other sehemes of town planning as well. It is not
Jjust a waste of money; it is not @ question thac tie
reports will be published and will not be sold. I
Tepeat that this is not a matter of great policy and
xow that there ig this question of the dollar erisis I
am perfectly willing to withdraw this item from
the consideration of the Committee. I ask leave to do
so. As regards the item in connection with ihe in-
stallation of the telephone at the residence of th-
Superintendent Mechanic of the Depanm\nt of
Highways and Transport, I am going to do some
plain speaking even although some of my friends
may get hurt. I do not mean this to be offensive in
any way, but the so-called Minister in charge of High-
ways and Transport for the past ten monthg would
know more of this than I would know. It is true
that the Director of Highways and Transport may be
pversona mon grate with honourable members; he
may be the most inefficient man in Chrlstendom he
may be a most unlikeable man; but if somethlng is
needed in hig Department should we refuse to provide
it? Suppose Colonel Duke wag a most unlikeable
man and he recommended that it is impossible to
run the Fire Brigade without new hose; because he
may have demoted a sergeant and fired a non-com-
missioned officer are we going to say that we are not
voting the money for the purchase of the hose? I
am surprised that any grown individual should use
an argument like that. I am not sheltermg behind
anything ; but 1 heard to-day for the first time in my
life that Mr. Skinner ig supposed to have changed
hig mind as regards some post. What in the name »f
Heaven has that got to do with whether the Superin-
tendent Mechanic should have a telephone installed
at hig residence or not? If it is suggested that it is
quite fitting for the head of the water boats to have
a telephone what is the difference between that argu-
ment and the argument put forward by the
Government that there may be a case of emergency
at the Department of Highways and Transport
and therefore we put a telephone in the house
of the Superintendent Mechaniec and pay for it?
Many business places, political bodies, trade union:-e
and the like do the same thing because it is obviously
necessary to do it. A person normally may not b2
able to pay for a telephone for his private business
but nevertheless in order to get hold of him it is far
better to pay for telephone than for something to
go wrong and then to lose hundreds of
pounds for the sake of saving a mere £13. There s
an old minute here which says that the provision for a

Mechanic is necessary and has been recommended by

Minutes of a meeting of the Board. The extract
states: “The Chairman stated that it had been
brought to his notice while jnvestigating an outbreak
of fire on a road roller that the Superintendent |
Mechanic was not provided with an official telephone
and that he considered it essential thati the Govern-
ment should install and maintain a telephone at the
residence of the Superintendent Mechanic as his line
of work was liable to more calls than any other
officer of the Department. He strongly recom-
mended that a telephone be provided for the Su-
perintendent Mechanic and after consideration this
was agreed to.”” We did not agree to put this matter
for consideration in the Estimates but it became

necessary to put it in this Resolution.

I appeal to
honcurable members to pass this Resolution with
the deletion of the £500 for the printing in the
United Kingdom of the report on the general layout
of the City of Bridgetown and suburbs. If that is
not absclutely essential and we ean save this £500
then we will save it.  The amount asked for under
this item will therefore be

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member is
asking leave to withdraw the amount of £500 under
this item from the comsideration of the Committee.
If there is mo objection, leave will be granted the
honourable member. There being no objection,
the honourable member is granted leave to withdraw
the amount.

The question that Item 6 as amended stand part
of the Schedule was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive withput division,

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this Resolu-
tion for the sum of £11,113 do now pass.

Mr. TALMA seconded the motion whlch was
agreed to.

The Resolution was passed

SUPPLEMENTARY RESOLUTION Re CUSTOMS

Mr. BLACKMAN: The next Resolution, Mr.
Chaurma.n, is one for £552 to supplement the pro-
vision in the Estimates of Expenditure for the year
1947—48 under Head VI, Customs, Item 7, Three
Watchmen, by £152; a.nd item 23, Rent of Ware-
houses, by £400.

The reason for this Resolution is that the rum
trade has considerably increased and the storage is
not equal to the trade which we have got. The
charges made for the storage of rum in the ware-
houses would be equivalent to the expenditure. 1
beg to move that this Resolution do mow pass.

Mr, ADAMS: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: I see 1t gtated in th¢ sddendum
to this Resolution that it is being left to the Qov-
ernment to rent suitably located warehouses, I -
think that thig is a matter -which the Committee
should know something about and I am asking the
honourable member in charge of the Resoiution if
he can tell us the warehouse which they have in
mind. I would like the honourable member to say,
if he knows it personally or has any information on

‘the point, whether the storage of rum at the ware-

house is likely to create a fire hazard in a residential
area, as has already been done.

Mr. BLACKMAN: This warehouse ig situated
at Bush Hall. The Superintendent of the Fire
Brigade has stated that it ig situated in open ground
more or less and will be suitable for use as a spirt
bond.

Mr. COX: As regards the watchmen I would
like to again draw to the notice of the Government
the fact that the system of paying watchmen by the
period is a bad one. On the last oceasion when the
Estimates were before this House I drew to the
notice of the Government that watchmen employed
at the Department of Highways and Transport as
well as those employed at these warehouseg had to
work for a period of 105 hours a week and they
earned $7 a week or $1 a period. Yf a man worked
from four o’clock in the afternoon until seven o’clock
next morning he was paid $1 for that. Quite recently I
saw a man watching some tools belonging to the De-
partment between two fields of canes; that poor man
had no where to shelter out of the rain and he was
in the middle of the road walking up and down for
a dollar for hig period. I sgy that the system is a
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wrong one. KEven although that man might have
had to remain there for the night, I feel that some
provision should have been made so that he eould
rest himself. After all, he is not a mongotse; he is
a man. Apart from that, it is necessary for the
Government to make some adjustment as regards
the wages paid to these watehmen. Whether em-
ployees are supposed to work for 44 or 48 hours &
week, 1 feel that the same thing should apply to the
watechmen and if they are called upon to work for
extra hours they should be appreciably remunerated
for those extra hours’ work. I again draw to the
attention of the Government that the hourg of werk
so that these watchmen can earn $1 are too long; I
hope that on the next occasion when the wagex of
these watchmen come before this House we will see
that the conditiong of their work are improved.

The question that this Resolution do mow pass
was put and resolved in the affiriative without
division,

The Resolution wag passed.

On the motion of Mr. ApaMs; seconded by Dr.
CrMuins, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing in
Committes of four Resolutions, one with an amend-
ment, and that the Committee had asked for leave
to sit again,

The House resumed and Mr. SPEAKER reported
aceordingly.

On motions of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr.
Tavrwma in each case, the Resolutions passed in Con:-
mittee were read g first and second time and agreed
to.

SUSPENSION OF RULE §0. !

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph hag intimated his intention to pro-
ceed with Order No. 7 and I should like to draw
the honourable member’s attention to Rule 60. 1
think that he will have to move the suspension of
that Rule. Of course it can be done in another way
and that is to have the Orders called and not pro-
ceed with them,

Mr. ADAMS: I do not know that it makes any
difference because in fixing the Order Paper the
Orders can always be brought back up. If it will
save time——

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you should ask leave J
to move for the suspension of the Rule. ‘

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to move for the sus-
pension of Rule 60 in order that Order No. 7 may
be taken as the next Order of the Day.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber was granted leave,

M. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 60 be
now suspended.

Mr. TarLma seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

RESOLUTION RE FANCY MOLASSES
STABILISATION FUND.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Order No. 7
‘be taken as the next Order of the Day.

Mr. TALMA seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

Mr, SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
therefore standg in the name of the hononrable
senior member for St. Philip:—

To move the passing of the following Resolu-
tion: Resolution to approve the allocation of the
balance of the Stabilisation Fund fixed by the
Governor-in-Executive Committee on the 2nd of
October, 1947, on the advice of the Fancy Molasses

Control and Marketing Board under the provisions

of section 10 of the Barbados Faney Molasseg Pro-
duetion and Expoirt Aet, 1937,

I would suggest you ask leave that all the Orderg
standing in the name of the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Philip be placed in the name of the
Government member taking charge of them,

Mr. ADAMS: 1 ask leave that this Order be
taken charge of by the honourable genior member
for Christ Church,

There being no objection, leave was granted

‘the honourable member.

Mr. TALMA: This is one of the usual Resolu-
tiong to approve the following allocation of the
balance of the stabilisation fund fixed on the 2nd
of October, 1947, by the Governor-in-Executive Com-
mittee on the adviece of the Fancy Molasses Control
and Marketing Board under the provisions of section
10 of the Barbados Faney Molasses Production and
Export Act, 1937 :—

The balance of the stabilisation fund shall be
allocated among producers of fancy molasses and
among producers of sugar other than muscovado
sugar as follows:

(a) among producerg of faney molasses at the
rate of .5768 cent a gallon on every wine
gallon produeed; and

(b) among producers of sugar other than mus-
covado sugar at the rate of 124.172 cents
per ton of sugar made.

The addendum setg out all the points involved.
This is a regular routine matter which I hardly
think calls for any further explanation, It really
explains itself and the Resolution ig based on Reso-
lutions of a similar nature which have come before
the House in the past. I beg to move that this
Resolution do now pass,

Mr. HAYNES: T beg to second that,

The question that thig Resolution do now pas:
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

The Resolution was passed.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE APPOINTMENTS
IN THE SECRETARIAT

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the henourable senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph:— To move the passing of th-
following Resolution: Special Resolution under the
provisions of section 2 of the Colonial Secretary’s
Office Act, 1903 (1903-5) ag amended by section 2
of the Colonial Secretary’s Office (Amendment)
Act, 1947.

Mr. ADAMS: This Resolution, as honourable
members will gee, is a Resolution to.approve the ap-
pointment of officers in the Seeretariat. I think that
all honourable members have been told what has
happened. In my anxiety to get through the Bill
for the appointment of a Financial Secretary and
the subsequent Resolution I completely forgot, and
the House forgot with me, that this Resolution eould
not be passed until the Bill had been passed making
provision whereby these appointments ecould be
made. The Bill was passed by the House but not
by the Other Place and so it was not assented to
by the Governor. Therefore when we passed this
Resolution on the last Tuesday but one before the
prorogation we were premature and it is necessary
to bring it back before the House now that the Bill
has been passed by the Other Place and assented to
by the Governor, I beg to move that this Resolution
do now pass.

Mr. TALMA: T beg to second that,
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Mr. LEWIS: I am going to make some com-
ments which I hope will be taken by the Leader of
the House in the spirit in which they are meant.
The new method of leaving the officers and their
emoluments out of the Bills may be very well and
good for the expeditions handling of matters of this
kind especially where amendments are concerned;
but, Sir, I feel that when these special Resolutions
come before us we should establish it as a principle
that we automatically go into Committee on them
even if it be merely formal and the Chairman takes
the Chair and then leaves it. When the officers and
their salaries were included in the Bill the House
automatically went into Committee on the Bill. It
may happen that an honourable member may make a
point as to the salary to be paid to an officer and if
we do not go into Committee he will not be able
to speak again, This is a question of spending
money from the Treasury and an honourable meu.-
ber who has already spoken may have an argument
to destroy something which hag been said and he
will have to remain in his seat. I repeat that we should
establish it as a principle to-day to go into Committee
on Resolutions of this sort even if the Chair-
man merely takeg the Chair and then vacates it.
That should be done just as we go into Committes
on Bills because it will serve a useful purpose in
the future, Honourable memberg should mnot
attempt to muzzle themselveg in the discussion of
matters of thig sort. I know that this is not the first
Resolution of this sort which we have passed but
I think that while we are trying to facilitate the
Covernment in these matters, we have no right to
lose our own rights and privileges to deal with these
matters as exhaustively as possible. As far as the
salary of the Financial Secretary is concerned, I can
only say that I congratulate whoever ig to be ap-
pointed to thig office; because in comparison with
his chief he iy getting an excellent salary ang he
is given the privilege of coming here and saying
what he will do for this salary. In spite of the fact
that we have Financial Secretaries appointed n
the other colonies we are unable to know what th's
Officer will do when he comes here. It ig not on
record from this Government as to what they will
ask this Finanecial Secretary to do; we have left it
to him to say what he will do for this money. I think
that he is the most privileged person that will ev®r
come here to take up a job. His salary is only £50 a
year less than that of his chief and I take it that an
effort ig going to be made to secure the serviceg of
someone who can really fill the bill. I am not criti-
cising the method of putting him in the Colonial
Seeretary’s office; inasmiuch ag the Bill hag already
been passed I can only deal with the Resolution. T
say that my opinion is that they will find it vevy
difficult to find work for thig Officer to do for th's
salary. This is an extremely top-heavy office; as
soon as the Financial Secretary comes here and re-
models the method of presenting the Estimategs any
clerk in the office will be able to do that afterwards.
I sincerely hope that the Financial Secretary -will
come here and assist Professor Beasley in getting
on with the job of making a fiseal survey of this
colony, That is a most essential thing and I make
thig statement now that we will never get that re-
port from Professor Beasley. The advice which the
Financial Secretary is going to .give this House has
got to be based on some fiscal survey——

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member will
have a perfect right to say whether he will vote the
money or not

Mr. LEWIS: T say that this is a big salary
which we are going to pay out and it is hard to pay

it out for nothing. That is very regrettable but,
however, I am agreeing to this Resolution in the
hope that we will get the right person for thig post.
I ask the Leader of the House to give an expression
of opinion as to whether or not he agrees with me
that we should establish the principle of automati-
cally going into Committee on these special Resolu-
tions and give honourable members the opportunity
of the fullest possible debate on them.

Mr, WILKINSON: This matter hag already
been discussed but on the last occasion one of the
many things of which we wanted to be assured was
that this Financial Secretary would be a Financial
Secretary and would not bé seconded for duties as
Colonial Secretary, Labour Commissioner or any
other Officer. I saw Hig Excellency the Governor in
connection with the mattter shortly after it had
been discussed and he authorised me to inform hon-
ourable memberg that it ig not the infention of the
Government to use the Financial Secretary for the
performance of duties other than those of fis office
except in the case of great emergency. I think it
is only right that I ghould inform honourable mem-
bers with regard to this question which I raised on
the last occasion.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without di-
Vvision.

The Resolution was passed.

MIDWIVES AND NURSES REGISTRATION
RULES

Mr. ADAMS: 1 ask leave that the next Order
of the Day be taken charge of by the honourable
senior member for St. Thomas who ig now in eharye
of matters relating to medical, health and seci
services,

There being no objection, the honourable miem-
ber was granted leave,

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Dav
therefore stands in the name of the honourabla
senior member for St. Thomas:—To move the pass-
ing of the following Resolution: Resolution to ap-
prove the following Rules made by the General
Nursing Qouncil under section 9 of the Midwives
and Nurses Registration Act, 1932 (1932-1),

Dr. CUMMINS: From time to time gince 1944
these Rules for the proper training of midwives
and nurses in this colony have come before this
House and amendmenig have been made to them
both in this House and in the Other Place, In the
1944 session the House died before we had time to
consider the amendments. Again this session during
the early part this year these Rules were reintro-
duced, dealt with and passed by this House bnt,
unfortunately, the amendments were not accepted
by the General Nursing Council. We madé the tech-
nical error of passing the Rules on that occasion ve-
fore the amendments were agreed to by the Gen-
eral Nursing Council, That error was drawn to
to our attention, hence these Rules are before us
again today in order that that error may be cor-
rected, These Rules are quite familiar fo this House
and I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: T beg to move that the House
go into Committee on thesc Rules. There are 46
Ruleg t¢ be considered and I hope that my motion
will meet with the approval of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Thig Resolution to approve
these Rules has already been passed by the House
but there were amendments to the Ruleg which the
General Nursing Council never agreed to. Thig s
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just a question of formality that these Rules have {0
come before the House again.

Mr. ADAMS: I am hoping that the honourable
member will not press this motion; we have already
gone into Committee on these Ruleg and discussed
every one of which honourable members had any
doubt. If we have discussed them already shall we
discuss them again this afternoon? It is just a few
minutes before half past three and I hope that the

honourable member will withdraw his motion. (Mr.
Lewis: It has not been seconded).

Rules 1 to 3 were read.

At this point, it now being 3.30 p.m., Mr.

SPEARER stated that it was now time for the con-
sideration of Private Members’ Business,

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (B)

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to move for the sus-
pension of Rule 61 (b) in order to finish the con-
sideration. of these Rules,

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
was granted leave to make the motion.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61
(b) be now suspended.

Mr. BrAckMaN seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

ber

MIDWIVES AND NURSES REGISTRATION
RULES

Mr. SPEAKER: When the time for the con-
sideration of Private Members’ Business arrived the
House was considering a Resolution to approve
of Rules made by the General Nursing Council under
sectien nine of the Midwives and Nurses Registra-
tion Act, 1932 (1932-1).

The remaining Rules and the Schedule were
read,

Mr. 8. A. WALCOTT: Rule 8 is as follows:—

8. A pupil must, except during such holidays as
may be permitted by the Council, devote the whole
«f both periods of her training to preparation for
examinations aind must not be engaged on any other
work of whatsoever nature,

I do not think that if this Rule were deleted
it would interfere with this Resolution in any way.
The persons who are sitting these examinations are
not persons who are well off. I think that they
should certainly be allowed in their spare time to

o
Jor

do needlework or crochet or anything like that so
that they can obtain a little income to assist them
in getting through with their examinations. I beg
to move that Rule 8 be deleted.

Dr, CUMMINS: I hope the honourable mirm:-
ber will consider this matter carefully. The whole
ob’ect of this Resolution ig to place midwifery on
as high a scale as possible, o attain the sams
standard as that which obtains ‘in Great Britain.
The idea of this training is that it should be the
same as that given at the General Hospital where
the classeg have to live in, take their legtures and do
their clerical work. If we delete this Rule we will
be defeating the whole object of the Resolution.
When pupils were allowed to do part-time work at
the Almshouse it wag considered that the training
was not good enough and it was agreed that this
training should be placed on a standard such as this.

The question that these Rules be now approved
was put and resolved in the affirmative without di-
vision,

THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. ADAMS: I propose to fix the Order Paper
at this stage; it seems that we will be able to get
through all the Government Businesg at our next
meeting,

The Order Paper having been fixed,

RESOLUTION AGREED TO

M:, SPEAKER: In connection with the Reso-
lution to approve the Rules made by the General
Nursing Council I put the question that these Rules
be now approved. I think the question which should
be put is that this Resolution be now agreed to. Hon-
ourable members in favour of that will please say
“Aye”, those against will please say “No’’. 1 think
the “Ayes” have it, '

| THE ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that this House do
now adjourn to this day week, the 21st of October,
1947, at twelve o’clock noon,

Mr. SmrrH seconded the motion which wag agreed
to.

e Mr. SPEAKER aceordingly adjourned the House
to Tuesday next, the 21st of October, 1947, at twelve
o’clock noon,
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