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THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL

REPCRT).

SESSION 1947—48

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 21st October, 1947.
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of As-
sembly met at 12 o’clock, noon, to-day.

Present :

His Honour Mr. G. B. EveLyN (Speaker) Mr.
J. T. C. Ramsay (Chairman ¢f Commitiees), Messrs.
A, E. S. LEwis, L, E. Smite, D. A. FostER, R. G.
Marp, M. E. Cox, G. H. Apams, B.A,, H. D. Brack-
Man, C. E. Tauma, J. A, Havnes, B.A, H. A
Dowping, V. C. GALE, S. A. Warcoryr, and Dr. H. G.
CUMMINS.

Prayers are read.

VISITORS REQUESTED TO REMAIN OUTSIDE
DURING PRAYERS

Mr. SPEAKER: Before we start the business
of the House I want to impress upon those persons
who come in as visitors that while prayers are be-
ing read they must remain outside the Chamber. ,

MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting which was held on
the 14th October, 1947, having been circulated are
taken ag read and confirmed.
Messrs. BRANCKER, MoTTLEY and CRAWFORD en-
ter the House and take their seats.

DOCUMENTS

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform

" the House that I have received Statements of Reve-

nue and Expenditure for the half year ended 30th
September, 1947, from the Commissioners of High-
ways for the parishes of St. Philip and St. James.

PAPERS LAID

Mr. ADAMS: Mr, Speaker,—I have the hon-
our to lay on the table of the House the following
Papers:—

Quarterly transactions in rum to 30th Septem-
ber, 1947, o

Statements showing gross Customs and Exeise
receipts for the months of May and June, 1947.

+  Report of the Public Librarian for the year
ended on "the 31st of March, 1947.

Mr. F. L. WarLcorr enters the House and takes
his seat.

PETITIONS

Mr. GALE: 1 beg to present a petition from
the Members of the Board of Management of the
Barbados Cricket Assceiation praying the House to
pass a Bill to amend the Act of this ISland which
incorporated the said Association to enable them
to borrow any sum of money necessary for the carry-
ing into effect the objects of the said Associatiom.

Mr. FOSTER: I beg +to present a petition
from the Vestry of St. Andrew praying the House
to pass a Bill authorising them to borrow a sum
not exceeding £2000 to purchase suitable sites in
the Belleplaine, Hillaby and Shorey Village distriets
in the said parish and to ereet therecon Publie
Baths and Latrines.

Mr., DOWDING: 1 beg to present g petition
from the Vestry of St. Gecrge praying the House
to pass a Bill to authorize them to raise a loan not
exceeding £6,000 to enable the said Vestry to repair
St. George’s Church, St. Jude’s Chapel and St.
George’s Rectory.

Dr. WiLsoxN, Messrs. GARNER and WARD enter
the House and take their seats.

Mr. POSTER: I beg to present a peétition
from the Vestry of the parish of St. Andrew praying
the House to pass a Bill authorising them to raise
a loan not exceeding £1,000 for the purpose of re-
pairing or replacing the roof of. the Parish Church

Dr. WILSON: I beg to present g petition
from the Commissioners of Highways for St. John
praying the House to pass a Bill authorising
them to raise a loan of £600 to enable them to com-
plete the purchase of a Diesel Motor Roller for the
use of the said parish.

NOTICES

Government Notices are given as follows:—

Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution to place the sum of
£32,000 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee to provide additional accommocdation at
the Lunatic Asylum.

Mr. BLACKMAN: Resolution to place the
sum of £500 at the disposal of the Governor-in-
Executive Committee to make a grant to the Com-
missioners of Highways of the parish of St. John
to oil and grit the Newcastle Hill Road.




26 HOUSE

Resolution to place the sum of £132,000 at the
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to
supplement resolution No. 91 of the 6th September,
1947, and to provide for the subsidisation of flour,
salt fish, salt pork and balanced animal feed to the
31st of March, 1948, in order that the prices of
these commodities may be stabilised at such prices
as may be fixed by the Competent Authority.

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum of
£6,600 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee to meet the cost of completing the con-
struction ¢f the Training College at Erdiston.

Mr., TALMA: Bill to amend the Provost Mar-
shal’s Act, 1904 (1904-6)

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the
House intc Committee of Supply at its next meeting
to consider the money Resolutiong of which mnotice
has just been given.

Other Notices are ag follows:—

Mr. GALE: A Bill to amend the Barbados
Cricket Association Aect, 1933.

Mr. DOWDING: A Bill to authorise the Ves-
try of Saint George to raise a loan not exceed-
ing £6,000 to enable them to repair St. George’s
Church, Saint Jude’s Chapel and Saint George’s
Rectory.,

Dr. WILSON: A Bill to authorize the Com-
missioners of the parish of Saint John to raise a loan
not exceeding £600 to complete the purchase of a
Road Rolier.

Mr. FOSTER: A Bill to authorise the Vestry
of Saint Andrew to raise a loan not exceeding £2,000
to purchase sites and erect Baths and Latrineg in the
parish of Saint Andrew.

Mr. FOSTER: A Bill to authorise the Vestry
of Saint Andrew to raise a loan not exceeding £1,000
to repair the Parish Churei,

Mr. CRAWFORD : Of the following Address:

The House of Assembly
To
His Ezxcellency the Governor

The House is of the opinion that steps should be
taken to provide a proper and comprehensive scheme
of Social Security for the people of Barbados, with
special reference to the Unemployment and Sickness
Pay, Pamily Allowances and Retirement Pensions
and respectfully request that the British Government
be asked to send out to the island an expert or experts
from the British Ministry of National Insurance who,
along with a representative local committee, should
make the necessary investigation and draw up pro-
posals along the line of the British National Insur-
ance plan.

2. In the meantime, the House respectfully
urges that
: (a) In view of the inadequacy of the Old

Age Pension, and the dire need of those

in receipt of it, a cost of living allow-

ance of $2.00 per month should be

provided immediately by means of a

Resolution for all persons who are en-

titled to receive the Old Age Pension.
(b) In view of the grave economiec situation

which faces the colony, and the difficul-
ty, even under normal world conditions,
of providing employment for all the
people in this country until such time
as greater industrial development and
other economic reforms have taken
place, an TUnemployment Insurance

b Scheme should be put into operation,
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employers and employees to contribute
specific sums per insured person each
week, the Government to add to
the fund one third (1/3) of the jomnt
contributions of employers and workers.

QUESTIONS

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the senior
member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of this House:—

Will Government consider an increase of :—

(a) The number of Bursary Scholarships
for boys of 14 years and over?

(b) The age limits for Elementary School
children ?

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of this House :—

Will Government say whether a decision has
been made in regard to the building of a centrally
situated Post Office in the parish of St. Lucy?

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of this House:.—

1. Whether the Book of Rules and Regulations
as recommended by Superintendent Calver for the
Barbadcs Police Force, has been completed?

2. Will the Government say whether a decision
has been made in regard to the creation of the rank
of Sub-Inspector referred to in paragraph 50 of the
Calver Report?

3. 'Will the Government say whether a decision
has arrived in regard to Superintendent Calver’s
Recommendations recommending that the practice ba
discontinued whereby the Police Department acts as
“key holders to other than Government Depart-
ments?’’

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senijor
Member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of this House:—

1. Whether Government ig aware of widespread
dissatisfaction amongst persons in this Island eligible
as Jurors at the Assizes at the scale of remmneration
provided for them by law?
® 2 Will Government take the necessary steps
for the provision of adequate daily remuneration and
travelling expenses for such public spirited persons
as are required to do Jury Service at the Court of
Grand Sessions?

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of this House:—

Will Government inform this House of the out-
come of the enquiries which, on 1st April, 1947, Gov-
ernment assured this House, it was making in regard
to the possibility of Emigration to Canada of work-
ers from this Colony?

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of this House:—

Will Government inform this House of the re-
sult of the enquiries which Government on 1st of
"April, 1947, assured this House were being made as to
the possibility of finding employméent in the United
Kingdom for female workers from Barbados?

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Mr. TaLma, seconded by Mr.
ADAMS, a Bill to amend the Provost Marshal’s Act,
1904—6 ig read a first time.
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On the motion of Mr, Dowbping, seconded by Mr.
‘WARD, a Bill to authorise the Vestry of Saint George
to raise a loan nqt exceeding £6,000 to enable them
to repair Saint George’s Church, Saint Jude’s
Chapel and Saint George’s Rectory is read a first time.

On the motion of Dr. WriLson, seconded, by Mr.
BrANCEER, a Bill to authorise the Commissioners of
Highways of the parish of Saint John to raise a loan
not exceeding £600 to enable them to complete the
purchase of a Diesel Motor Roller is read a first time.

On the motion of Mr. GaLs, seconded by Mr.
S. A. Wavrcorr, a Bill to amend the Barbados Cricket
Association Act, 1933, is read a first time.

Mr. WmkINsoN enters the House and takes his
seat,

On the motion of Mr. FosTER, seconded by Mr.
Cox, g Bill to authorise the Vestry of Saint Andrew
to raise a loan not exceeding £2,000 to enable them
+0 purchase sites in the Belleplaine, Hillaby, and
Shorey Village districts in the said parish and to
erect Public Baths and Latrines thereon is read a
first time.

On the motion of Mr., FosTer, seconded by Mr.
Cox, a Bill to authorise the Vestry of Saint Andrew
to raise a loan not exceeding £1,000 to enable them to
repair the Parish Church is read a first time.

REPLY TO THE GOVERNOR’S SPEECH

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order stands in the
name of the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph,—To move the consideration of the Report
of the Select Committee appointed to prepare a draft
Reply to His Excellency’s speech delivered on the
7th Qectober, 1947.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,— The Select Com-
mittee appointed to prepare a draft Reply has with
commendable brevity submitted a Report which I
beg to move in form of an Address as follows:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency the Governor

1. The House of Assembly thank Your Excel-
lency for the Speech you were pleased to deliver §,t
the opening of the Legislative Session 1947-48 and
for your comprehensive review of the events of the
past session.

2. The House note with satisfaction the sound
financial position of the island.

3. The House fully appreciate the many mat-
ters of importance referred to in Your Excellency’s
Speech, and assure Your Excellency that any meas-
ures for the good of the island will, when laid before
‘the House, receive their careful and sympathetic
consideration.

4. In conclusion Your Excellency may be as-
sured that the House will do all in their power to fur-
ther the best interests of all sections of the com-
munity. \

Mr. TALMA : I beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY : Mr .Speaker,—The senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph commented upon the brevity of the
Report. It is rather vague. One would have thought
that two very important matters which are mention-
ed in His Excellency’s speech would have been re-
ferred to in this Report. I am referring first of all
to the paragraph of the speech which states that ‘“the
membership of the Council might well be appreciably
increased so that wider representation may be given
to various shades of opinion in the comwunity, and
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the work of the Chamber facilitated by the presence
of experts in such matters as agriculture, finance,
and the like.”” 1T said that the Report is vague be-
cause this js a very important matter and one wounld
have thought that some comment would have been
made in respect of it. Ag that paragraph reads, it
would appear as though the idea of putting officials
on. the Council seems fairly evident and I think that
the Address in reply should state the feeling of this
House in the matter. The other very important
matter, in my considered opinion, which makes the
Report appear to be more vague than ever is where
His Excellency deals with what he considers as the
dollar crisis. The paragraph in reference 'says:—
‘I should warn you, however, that there will certain-
Iy be a heavy reduction in imports from all sources.”’
It can well be argued that although the Report is
vague it is comprehensive enough in its last para-
graph to cover every phase of the speech but I do
think that in view of the food situation in this
colony, some specific mention should have been made
in thig Report as to the feeling of honourable mem-
bers about His Excellency’s expression in the para-
graph to which I have just referred. It is true,
Sir, that it may have been difficult to have ineorpor-
ated in the Report anything that would make us
appear to be disloyal but I feel sure that with the
necessary time and patience honourable members can
find the appropriate phraseology which will convey
our feeling without allowing it to appear that we are
in any way disloyal. T view, Sir, this food situation
very seriously and I do not think that this Report
should be allowed to stand as it is when these words
appear in His Excelleney’s speech:— ‘T should
warn you, however, that there will certainly be a
heavy reduction in imports from all sources.”” There
must be imports of a certain nature and the members
of this House as the representatives of the people
shonld express their feeling in this Address in re-
spect of the food situation in this colony,—a situation
of which they should certainly be aware.

Mr. CRAWTFORD : Before you put the question,
Sir, T also would like to say that the brevity of this
Address does not commend it at all to me. The
Address merely thanks His Excellency for the speech;
it expresses satisfaction with the financial position of
the island but makes no comment on the fact that we
have been warned by the Head of the Adminis-
tration that thig finanecial position cannot remain
sound much longer; it then goes on to state
that it appreciates the matters of importance
referred to in His Excellency’s speech and assures
the Governor of something of which he is already
aware, that is, that this House will give its careful
and sympathetic consideration to any measures laid
before it and caleulated to promote the public good.
Well now, I hope the members of the Select Commit-
tee ‘will forgive me if I say that this Address, as it
stands, bears little, if any, relation to the remarks
made by the Governor in his opening Address to the
Legislature. I would expect—and most of the publie
would expect too—this House to couch this reply
in fundamentally different terms from those sug-
gested in the Address before us. So many important
matters were raised in the speech by the Governor
that it more or less should be expected that the House
had eiven due attention to the points raised and would
go Tirther and express its opinion e'ker pro or con
with regard to the sentiments expressed by the Gov-
ernor on those particular issues. T take. for in-
stance, one very important point to which we, as
professed guardians of the publie purse, should par
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more than passing attention. On page 3 of the offi-
cial copy of the opening speech made by the Governor
we read this: ‘‘Secondly, as regards what is popu-
larly known as the “‘dollar crisis’. The seriousness
of the foreign exchange position is well known to
you. It has been the subject of a lengthy personal
message from the Secretary of State to all Colonial
peoples and it has made necessary a drastic revision
of import eontrol policy . . I do not propose to
speak on this subject at greater length here. I should
warn you, however, that there will certainly be a
heavy reduction in imports from all sources. Such
a reduction will inevitably be reflected in the Colony’s
revenue figures.”’ So far, so good. Then lower down
on the same page His Excellency says this: ““I be-
lieve the time has come when g number of activities,
generally accepted or of proven value to Barbados,
hitherto financed under the Colonial Development
and Welfare Act, sheuld for various cogent reasous
be taken on our Estimates. I have in mind such pro-
jects as the Erdiston Training College, the Flisheries
Development Scheme and the Maternity Training
Hospital. There is also the normal expansion in
expenditure of departments to be provided for, to
say nothing of the innumerable directions in which
Government, assistance is sought to create better con-
ditions of life and work in Barbados.’’ Personally
speaking I must say that I have been perturbed by
those two statements. If in view of the dollar crisis
our imports are going to be considerably reduced and,
in consequence, we shall have a decrease in our
revenue figures and if we are expected to fulfil our
other commitments—such commitments as the in-
crease in old age peusions which we have in mind,
increased salaries for policemen and other govern-
ment servants, and other commitments which will
involve heavy expenditure—if we are faced with a
decrease in revenue, how is it going to be possible
for us to add to our shrunken budget the expenditure
of those schemes which up to now is being defrayed
by funds from Colonial Development and Welfare?
1t does appear to me as if we are being told to go
ahead and run the colony bankrupt,— go ahead an.i
gsee that within the shortest possible time we have
our balance in the red. After all, it is a question
of elementary mathematics. We should not commit
curselves at this stage, in view of the position with
which we are faced, to adding anything more to the
expenditure of this colony than we have to, even
though we agree that such schemes as the Erdlston
Training College, the Fisheries Development Scheme,
and the Maternity Hospital are of vital impor'tance
to the island. If Colonial Development and Welfare
cannot possibly carry out these projects, well the
correet thing, in my opinion, for us to do is to let
them remain where they are until such time as our
prospeets for maintaining our revenue at a more nor-
mal level are more rosy. It is almost the negaticn of
statesmanship to tell a people that with a decrease in
revenue thev must at the same time commit them-
selves to increased expenditure when they do not
know where this increased money is to come from.
Tt is impossible, Sir, in discussing this question, not
to refer to the other official pronouncement on this
matter, made by the Colonial Secretary on the very
day after His Excellency the Governor made this
peech in. public.

Mr. SPEAKER:. Are you going to move an
amendment to the Address?

Mr. CRAWFORD: I think we shall have to go
into Committee on the '‘Address.

Mr, SPEAKER: If that is so, the sooner you do
50, the better.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I.intend to move that we go
into Committee but before I do so I think that in
fairness to honourable members I should give the
reasons which are operating in my mind and which
would justify my asklng the House to go into Com-
mittee. After all, this is one of the most important
matters we shall have to deal with during this
session. It is the blue print-for legislation during
the session and it is also the blue print for the
financial situation of the country for another year.
If we accept it as it is, without any specific reference
to the points to Which we object, then it means that
we are accepting, in principle, all the suggestions
made by the Head of the Administration and I want
to make it perfectly clear that I am in complete dis-
agreement with more than one of the more important
observations made in His Excellency’s speech. 1 go
on to say that it is impossible not to refer, in con-
junction with the Governor’s speech, to a speech
made the following day by the Colonial Secretary.
I am only quoting it for the purpose of supporting
my remarks on this Address.

Mr. SPEAKER: You may be initiating a debate
on a speech apart from that of the Governor’s
speech.

Mr. CRAWFORD : The speech of the Colonial
Secretary was actually promised by the Governor
himgelf,

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you should confine your
remarks to the Governor’s speech.

Mr. CRAWFORD : As Your Honour rules but
we cannoti forget that we were told on the day after
these pronouncements

Mr. SPEAKER: Aren’t you going contrary to
my ruling?

Mr. CRAWFGORD: I am merely making my
speech and in doing go it is impossible not to refer
to any other official pronouncement on these matters.
1 say, Sir, that on the cne hand we have been toid
about this decrease in revenue which we must ex-
pect in consequence of the dollar erisis. From an
equally official source we have been also told that in
consequence of the same dollar erisis to which the
@overnor refers; we shall be expected to lower our
standard of living, Well, although those specifie
words are not used here, the general import of the
speech js the same because if we are going to add
to our expenses, faced with a decrease in revenue,
it does mean that at least we shall have to retrench
and cut down the salaries of Governmental em-
ployees if we want to try to approximate our ex-
penditure with our revenue. Though it is possible
that in certain brackets in government employ a
decrease in salarieg is practiceable, yet still the major-
ity of people in the Government Service can hardly
live on what they are getting now. Therefore, we
should make it perfectly plain in our reply to the
Governor’s speech, if ncthing else is made clear, that
we as holders of the purse strings do not intend
to willingly put the colony into a state of bankruptcy.
I am amazed that some of the members who are on
the Select Committee did mot think it necessary t
pay even ‘passmrr reference to the situation that is
envisaged in the speech before us. It is fraught with
the most serious consequences for the future of this
colony and at a critical time like this when every
other West Indian island by means of special com-
mittees or otherwise is expressmg in no uncertain
terms the opinion of the publie on this particular
matter it certainly comes, to say the least of it,

—mp
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with bad grace from us, if in the only official pro-
nouncement we have had so far we ignore it com-

pletely and do even worse by our silence on the mat-

ter, giving grounds for the inference that we are
willing to adopt in principle any suggestions, how-
ever practicable or impracticable or against the inter-
ests of the colony, that are put before us.

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, are you going to make
a motion now?

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am going to move that
the House do now go inte Commiftee on this Address.

Mr. GARNER: I beg to second that.

The question that Mr. SprakER leave the Chair
and the House go into Committee on this Address
is put and resolved in the negative, the division
being as follows:— ~

Ayes: Dr. WisoN, Messrs. BraNncKER, CRAW-
FORD, GARNER, MOTTLEY, DowpiNG, and S. A, WAL-
COTT—T.

Noes: Messrs. Ramsay, Lewis, Summrm, F. L.
Warcorr, Cox, Mapp, Tatma, Apams, BrAckmax,
Havxes, GALE, WILKINSON, WARD, and Dr. CUMMINS
—14.

Mr, HAYNES: Mr. Speaker,—Before you put
the question I would like to move an amendment
to this Address. In his speech Hig Excellency says
“Much time was also occupied in the lower House by
private members’ business which included discus-
sions leading to the presentation of Addresses, or to
the passage of legislation relating to such widely di-
verse matterg as the divorce law, the curtailment of

the powers of the Legislative Council, the disestab-

lishment and disendowment of the Church of Engz-
land in Barbados, nationalisation of public util-
ities, relief works against unemployment, and emi-
gration.” Now, Sir, it would appear ag though His
Excellency considers that an Address has been pass-
ed by this House in connection with this matter and
I think that this is an opportune time to make
reference to it. Ag you know, Sir, this matter was
well debated during the last session.—

Mr. SPEAKER: What matter are you talk-
ing about?
Mr. HAYNES: The matter of the disestablish-

ment and disendowment of the Church of England in.
Barbados.

Mr. SPEAKER: We cannot debate that nowe

Mr. HAYNES: I want to make reference to
it in thig reply. I am suggesting that in place of
paragraph 4 of this Address as printed, the following
be inserted :—

““The House agrees with Your Excellency
that during the past session much of the
time of the House was occupied in discus-
sions ol matters introduced by private mem-
bers, including the question of the dises-
tablishment and disendowment of the
Church of England in Barbados; unfor-
tunately, however, the session ended before
a decision was taken in thig important mat-
ter. The House, therefore, respectfully
requests Your Excellency to send down with-
out delay for the consideration of the Leg-
islature, the necessary legislation for the
disestablishment and gradual disendowment
of the Anglican Church in this Istand.’’ I
beg to move that that be paragraph 4 of
the Reply to His Excellency’s speech.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think that the hon-
ourable member is in order. The honourable mem-
ber is attempting to get in by a side wind in
this Reply to His Excellency’s speech an Address
dealing with the question of the disestablishment
and the disendowment of the Church of England in
Barbados. That part of the honourable member’s

amendment asking His Excellency to send down
legislation dealing with the disestablishment and
disendowment of the Church of England in Barba-
dos is not in order, so far as including it in the re-
ply to His Excellency’s speech is concerned. Of
course, the House can decide whether my ruling
should be upheld or not.

Mr, FOSTER: 1 beg to second the amendmeat
of the senior member for St. Andrew.,

Mr. RAMSAY: Speaking on the amendment
I should like to say—

Mr, SPEAKER: I have ruled the amendment
to be ocut of order and I am not going to allow a
debate on it.

Mr. LEWIS: I understand your Honour to
say that the amendment is not in order.

Mr, SPEAKER: The matter wag under diseuns-
sion during the last session and the House reached no
decision on it. The honourable senior member
for St. Andrew is endeavouring by his amcnd-
ment, to include in the Reply to His Excellency’s
speech a statement which will practically comuuit
the House to saying that it agrees that legislation
should be sent down for the disestablishment and
disendowment of the Church of England in Bar-
bados and I rule it out of order on the ground that
the honourable member is trying to get in by a side
wind in this Reply to Hig Excellency’s speech a
matter which the House discussed during the last
session but on which no decision was reached.

Mr. LEWIS: I respectfully submit to Your
Honour that the senior member for St. Andrew
cannot insert that in this Reply; it would have to
be inserted on the decision of the House,

Mr. SPEAKER: I rule it ig out of order,

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker,—I heard an hon-
ourable member refer to this Address as the blue
print of legislation which will come down to this
House during this session and I did not hear Your
Honour object to that statement. His Excellency
the Governor, at page 4 of his speech, says that he
is sending down Bills such as the Quarantine Bill,
the Bill to amend the Prisons Act, the Bill to amend
the Apprenticeship Bursarieg Act, the Land Aequisi-
tion and Town and Country Planning Bills, and
a Public Health Bill and I think that thig House
should tell him' some of the cther things we want
sent down. If the House agree to the sentiments
expressed in the amendment of the genior member for
‘St. Andrew, I submit that it will be in order to in-
clude them in this Reply to Hig Excellency’s speech.

Mr. SPEAKER: I rule it out of order. You
can make a motion that the question be referred to
the House and let the House give its decision on it.

Mr. LEWIS: I would be very reluctant to
do that. Mr. Speaker, I would like you to direct
me because my feeling in the matter is that this is
the time to mention items such as the one referred
to by the senior member for St. Andrew. Thig is a
Reply to His Excellency’s speech and it should fore-
shadow legislation which the House would desire
should be passed. I see no reason why the House
should waste three or four afternoons discussing mat-
ters with the view of passing Addresses and having
them presented to His Excellency, if we ean include
those matters in this Reply.

Mr SPEAKER: I rule the amendment out of
order. S

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker,— I am very please
to-day to hear the comment by the senior member for
St. Philip on the brevity of the reply to His Ex-
cellency’s speech because last year when I tried to
impress upon the House that their Reply should
foreshadow legislation T received no assistance at ail.
The brevity of the last Reply was satisfactory fo
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fionourable members and I am very pleased to see
a change in attitude to-day. )

Mr. CRAWFORD: While I appreciate what the
honourable memher has said I want to assure him
that my remarks are not to be construed: to mean that
I am in agreement that the Reply to the Governor’s
speech should foreshadow legislation. Nothing of
the kind. As far as legislation is concerned, that is
the duty of the Government. The tail cannot wag
the dog; at least it should not. Al T am saying iz
that we should reply to any important issues which
are mentioned in the speech.

Mr. LEWIS : I still am grateful for the comment,
this time, that the Reply is brief. I would like to
say that I too agree to the suggestion that it would be
well for the House to express some concern about the
tinancial condition in ‘which we are likely to find
ourselves. But, Sir, judging from the numerous
{Addresses of which notice has been given since the
opening of this session I have no doubt that these
matters will definitely find their way under discussion
here and the opinon of the House transmitted to His
Excellency the Governor.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the honourable member
going to make a motion?

Mr. LEWIS: No. Sir, I am commenting gen-
erally on the speech and the proposed reply. 1
notice that in paragraph 4 on page 2 of his speech
His Excellency the Governcr has made a mistake and
it should not go down in history that that is so and
as far as I understand the amendment of the senior
member for St. Andrew, it would have corrected
this mistake. His Excellency says: ‘“much time
wag also oceupied in the lower House by private
members’ business which included discussions lead-

-ing to the presentation of Addresses or to the pass-
age of legislation relating to such widly diverse
matters ag the divorce law, the curtailment of the
powers of the Legislative Council, the disestablish-
ment and disendowment of the Church of England
in Barbados . . ... ” Now, Sir, the discussion, as
you rightly said, on the disestablishment and dis-
endowment of the Church of England in Barbados
led neifher to the presentation of an Address nor the
sending down of legislation. No Address on the
subject of the disestablishment and disendowment
of the Church of England in Barbados was ever
presented to the person to whom Addresses are pra-
sented,

Mr. SPEAKER: The expression which His
Excellency used is “leading to the presentation of
Addresses.” )

) Mr. LEWIS: All right, Sir, if you interpret
.it that way. In my opinion it dld not lead so far.
There is one ecomment I would like to make in
respect of the food ecrisis. If I understand the
official pronouncemient correctly, it is envisaged that
there will not be a heavy reduction in the imports of
food; further, there was a further discussion on
- the same subject somewhere else and it was stated,
also officially, that Barbados could not afford (o
cut down her imports of food. That is what I re-
member reading. So far as the tacking on our Es-
timates of Colonial Development and Welfare schemes
is concerned I take it that that cannot be foisted
on us. We will have to agree to accept thoss
schemes because of their usefulnesg to the community
and where they can definitely be undertaken by us,
“they will be shown in the financial position of the colo-
ny. I have no fear on that score because it will be the
duty of the House of Assembly to decide these mat-
ters and if we get into bankruptey we certainly ean-
not blame the Government for it. It will be our
concern if we do wrong. Now, at the top cf page 4
.of His Excellency’s speech, there appears g number

of Bills which will be re-introduced. These are Bills
that apparently at one time were before the Leg-
islature, if not during the last session, but in a
string of Addresses that have been actually pre-
sented there wag one dealing with rent restriction,
Sir, and we have got no expression of opinion on
that. There is an old Bill that was before this Leg-
islature dealing with the vital matter of the educa-
tional policy of this eountry-—the Education Cou-
solidation Bill—and thig is the second occasion on
which a speech was made at the opening of a legis-
lative session without any comment whatever about
that Bill, I think it is incumbent upon the Govern-
ment to let us know what it intends to do about that
matter. In the seecond paragraph appearing on
page 4 of his speech, His Txcelleney uses the word
“compromise” in connection with the proposal to
remunerate memberg of the Executive Committee
and the House of Assembly and T suggest that it
would have been better if the word “‘solution”
{Laughter)had been used instead. T think, Sir,
that it was not entirely in place for the Head of the
Administration to suggest that a ‘‘comprcmise” wss
necessary; a ‘‘solution’’ is all that he should be ia-
terested in. In the last paragraph on page 2, His
Excellency says, in connection with nominations to
the Other Place: ‘‘But whatever may be the decision
on this specific point I believe that the time is com-
ing, if it has not already come, when quite apart
from the powers of the Legislative Counecil and with
no speeific political point in view, the membership
of the Council might well be appreciably increased
so that wider representation may be given to wvari-
ous shades of opinion in the community and the
work of the Chamber facilitated by the presence of
experts on such matters as agriculture, finance and
the like . . . . .””iWell, Sir, we cannot attempt, nor
would I be a party to attempting, to tell the Head
of the Administration whom to appoint to the Other
Place but T feel that it would be my duty to say that
I personally would not welcome the appointment
of more Civil Servants to that Body. I may be
wrong but I read into this statement that perhaps
the Director of Agriculture and the expected Finan-
cial Adviser may be put there. It may be a good
thing for the colony but ag far as I can see it now,
the advice that suecb Civil Servants can give should
e freely given to the Government and not necess-
arily expressed in the Legislature by them. I consid-
er that it may not be out of place for the House,
whether it puts it in the Reply to His Excellency’s
speech or not, to gay that it would welcome the
taking of such steps that will prevent the Other
Place from destroying legislation that has been
passed by the people’s representatives in this Cham-
ber.

Mr. SPEAKER: T asked the honourable mem-
ber at an early stage of his speech if he is going
to make a motion.

Mr. LEWIS: No, Sir, T am merely ex-
pressing what T feel should be expressed on the
speech that we were pleased to receive from His
Excelleney and the proposals that are to be made
to this House. I am not proposing any amendment
but I merely express my own sentiments so that
even if they are not incorporated in the Reply, re-
sponsile members of this House may, for what they
are worth, transmit them elsewhere for consideration.

Mr. WARD: We have heard very much eriti-
eism of the Governor’s speech but I feel, Sir, that
what we should eriticise is the Select COmmlttees
Report because this House ig not in a position to
tell the Governor what he should say. The Gov-
erncr says what he feels and we should reply in our

way. Althongh the report is very short I consider




should be in the Address is because the Governor

_ amendment.
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that it refers to a number of the subject matters
which have been already dealt with. The Report
states that the House notes with satisfaction the
gound financial position of the island; everybody
should realise that after reading His Excellency’s
speech., The Governor himself knows it, so it is no
good telling him the same time over again. What
His Excellency said about the reduetion of imports
into the island will, if carried into effect, mean «
reduction in the colony’s revenue.As far as the ex-
penditure is concerned, that is in our hands. If we
fecl that the island cannot afford to spend certain
monies on certain schemes, it is our duty to say
that we cannot spend those sums at the present
time and ask the Government to shelve the schemes
which are not necessary at the present moment.I beg
to move an amendment to thig Address by inserting
the following paragraph to be numbered (4) instead
of parapgraph (4) as printed in the Address:—
“4 The House view with grave concern the
possibility of heavy reduction in imports
from all sources and trust that all essen-
tal commodities will be obtained for the
people of the Island.”
Mr, Speaker, the reason why I feel these words

gaid that there will be a heavy reduction in imports
from all sources. We really do not know what
sources the Governor hag a mind and I feel that this
House knowing conditions as they are to-day in re-
speet of the food situation, should ask the Governor
to see that foodstuffs, things that are absolutely
necessary for the livelihood of this community,
should not be reduced and that more reductions
should be made in luxuries which can be done with-
out for the time being. In view of the very hard
crop year which has just passed in this island and of
the shortage of food, it should be the great desire of
everyone to try to encourage the importation of com-
modities which are absolutely necessary for the peo-
ple to live on and I consider that this paragraph
should be inserted in this Address so as to let the
Governor know how this House feels on this matter.

Mr. GARNER: I beg to second the amendment.
It is true that those of us who have read and studied
the Governor’s speech think seriously over his
warning that there will certainly be a heavy reduc-o
tion in imports from all sources, That statement car-
ries a lot of weight in this colony because every-
body knows that Barbados produces very little food-
stuffs and as a result we are passing through a
period of starvation.

Mr. SPEAKER: Under Rule 141, you cannot
second the amendment, though you can speak on it
if it is seconded by some other honourable member.

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I beg to second the

Mr. GARNER: I was interrupted but I will
still go on. I repeat that in view of the gravity of
that statement by His Excellency and in view of the
prevailing conditions—it is true that Barbados is
in for a very terrible time if this drought is not
broken; soms of the crop which we have already
vlanted is drying up—anyone who knows about the
condiion of our pespie will not take that statement
Yightly and if no mention 13 made by the Select Com-
mittee in their Report akout the sericosness of the
food situation I attribute it to the fact that the Re-
port was prepared in too much of a hurry and thse
honourable members who took part in the preparation
of it can readily be excused for viewing this matter
so lightly. I do not know if they think that this is
part of the austerity plan. Up to now, things are

very serious in this island. People are becoming

more and more hungry day after day; some of them
when they go fo their tables to eat are very hungry
again before they finish eating and when they are
told that there will be a heavy reduction in imports
from all sources—it does not say from some sources—
I think that somebody should issue a warning to those
in power. Barbados has always been a country with-
in the austerity plan. While some people revel in
luxury, the poor inhabitants of this island have al-
ways had to draw their belts and go to sleep hungry.
I say that we cannot afford to permit that state of
affairs any longer and I hope that some steps will
be taken in the right quarters to see that this state-
ment is not carried into effect. We cannot afford to
stop the people’s food from coming in. If the Treas-
ury went broke we will have to give the people food
to eat. Anyone who has any real idea of what is
really going on in this country will subseribe to the
philosophy or agree with me that this is the time to
import our food and see that we get it quickly. Our
vam crop has failed; sweet potatoes are almost non-
existant. When a plantation opens a field of pota-
toes in less than six hours’ time the whole field is
gone. I do not know what the food situation is going
to be and I caution anybody who has anything to do
with this Government to ask His Excellency to re-
scind that statement and see to it that as much food
as possible is imported, so that the inhabitants will
get something to eat. I pass on to certain expenses
which His Excellency has warned us we, in time,
will have to shoulder. I know that Great Britain is
going under a financial strain at this moment. Due to
the fact that the food situation is so serious I have
great pleasure in supporting the amendment and I
hope that when it is carried to the right quarters, if
the matter was overlooked in the first instance, it will
not be taken lightly now because each day we are
getting sunshine and no rain and we are becoming
worse off. Each day the rain keeps away, we are a
more hungry people. Our crops are decreasing and
it is true up to a point that our revenue for the
coming year must be considerably less because our
staple industry is sugar and when you take a glance
at the canes at present in the fields you must agree
that unless by means of some magic wand, there will
be some great loss in our revenue and I will say that
taking that into consideration it will be hard on us
if the British Government threw the burden of
finaneing certain schemeg back on us,

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member was
speaking about the proposed reduction in jmports and
gbout steps being taken to emsure that supplies of
foodstuffs are obtained for the people in this island
but the honourable member is going on to something
else.

Mr. GARNER: Well, Sir, T think that sugar is
an essential commodity also. Sugar is one of our
main diets. Anyhow, if Your Honour rules me out of
order to speak on that point I will bow to your
ruling,

Mr. SPEAKER: I am only suggesting that we
should complete the debate on the amendment and
get it out of the way.

Mr. GARNER: I think I have said all T want
to say on the amendment. I shall bow to Your
Honour’s ruling but I do say that the Government
will be well advised—I do not know what is Your
Honour’s attitude towards what has been said here
to-day—to see to it at once that food comes into this
island for the people, irrespective of the country
from which it is purchased. Because there is an
austerity plan in Great Britain, we cannot help her
in this instance. Diuring the War we may have sent
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our sons but that was a case of the survival of the
fittest. OQur people cannot afford to make this
sacrifice. I am told that even now in Great Britain
the Government gives the children cod-liver oil and
orange juice to keep away malnutrition and we have
no such scheme here.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 really think the honourable
member ig going out of order. The whole point
is that steps should be taken to see that as much
food as possible ig brought into the island. You are
now dealing with the question of diet.

Mr. GARNER: I take it that that is a counter-
part to the scheme. Had it not beep for the crisis in
Great Britain, that statement would not have been
made by the Governor. I take it ag a counterpart
and that is why I make reference to that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The amendment deals gener-
ally with all those things,

Mr. GARNER: As Your Honour rules,

Mr. CRAWFORD: I want to suggest to the

mover of this amendment that he insert g few
words :—

Mr. SPEAKER: Have you mnot spoken al-
ready?

Mr. CRAWFORD: T moved that the House go
into Committee on the Address and my motion was
lost. :

Mr. ADAMS: On a point of order. The hon-
ourable member spoke on the general motion and
then he moved an amendment that the House go
into Committee.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am speaking on this
amendment that ig before the House now.

Mr. ADAMS: May I sugest to Your Honour
again on a point of order that if Your Honour is
correct in your ruling honourable members can
speak half a dozen times if there are half a dozen
amendments.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I was suggesting, Sir, that
the senior member for St. Lucy insert a few words
in hig amendment. I suggest that after the word
“‘commodities” the words “or materials needed for
the production of essential commodities’ he inserted.
It has been drawn to my attention that I cannot move
the amendment myself and I am merely suggesting
to the senior member for St. Lucy to insert those
words in his amendment.
my suuggestion or not I do not know. A

Mr. SPEAKER: You are dealing with th's
amendment?

Mr. CRAWFORD: Yes, Sir. And I am giv-
ing my reason for the suggestion I have made. The
reason is that one of the restrietions is that materials
for capital works will not be allowed to come into
the island unless there is going to be a saving In
dollars.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has
already dealt with that matter.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I merely suggest to the
honourable member that either he or anybody who
agrees with his amendment ghould insert those words.

Mr. TALMA: T rise simply to say that so far
as the amendment moved by the senlor member for
St. Andrew is concerned—

Mr. SPEAKER: I have ruled that out of order;
therefore you cannot gpeak on it.

Mr. TALMA: I intend +vo speak on both
amendments. T feel, Sir, that in view of the fact that
a Committee has been appointed by this House &>
prepare the Reply to the Governor’s speech
everycne of ug should have the right to express our
sentiments in a matter of this sort and any inser-
tions that are to be made can only ke made at this
stage. I certainly feel that we should be granted

Whether he will accept |g

the prerogative to insert anything we want to inse»t
in this Reply to the Governor’s speech. In so far as
the remarks of the senior mémber for St. Philip are
concerned, there are many points which he raised and
which one would have thought might have been
stated in other terms. He referred to cerfan
schemes -whereby unemployment may be solved—

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am sorry to interrupt the.
honourable member. If he is referring to my re-
marks I would ask him to tell me where I referred
to schemes for solving unemployment. '

Mr. TALMA: The honourable member refer-
red to parts of the Governor’s speech which he has
in mind—

Mr. CRAWFORD: I cannot allow these mis-
apprehensions to go abroad in the public Press.
If the honourable member was sleeping, 1 should
like to tell him that the problem of constructing
Erdisten Training -College was solved months ago.
That is not now a project to solve unemployment. Ile
must know that, if he lives in Barbados.

Mr, TALMA: I can listen, and learn and un-
derstand but the honourable member’s memory
seems to be very short. There are certain schemes
mentioned in the Governor’s speech; the honourables
member condemns, so to speak, certain things that
have been recommended and I am suggesfing that
more schemes should be included and implemented to
relieve unemplceyment. .

Mr. SPEAKER: Honourable members are mak-
ing speeches which lead to nothing being done.

Mr. GALE: I beg to move the insertion of
‘‘or goods mneeded for capital development or mate-
rials needed for the production of essentia! commo-
dities’” after the words ¢‘commodities’ in the amend-
ment of the senior member for St. Lucy. ;

Mr. WARD: 1 accept the amendment of the
junior member for St. Michael.

Mr. RAMSAY: Mr. Speaker—It is indeed
very diffieult for honourable members to follow the
amendments to this Address as intelligently as they
might and although I am somewhat in sympathy with
the amendment of the senior member for St. Lucy,
yet I think it is superfluous. I will tell you why I
think so, Mr. Speaker. If we read paragraph 3 of
the Address and if we are not quibbling—and I know
we are not—we will accept the Address as it is.
Paragraph 3 says:— ‘‘The House fully appreciate
the many matters of importance referred to in Your
Excellency s speech and assure Your Excellency that
any measures for the good of the island’’—that is
the sum total of the whole thing—*‘will, when laid
before the House, receive their careful and sympa-
thetic consideration.” What the senior member for
St. Lucy has added amounts to the same thing. If
we were to go into His Excellency’s speech and reply
to it in detail it would require reams of paper. 1
am going to make a suggestion and it is this. When
His Excellency the Governor is pleased to make a
speech in future, let the House of Assembly write it
for him, (Laughter).

The question that the amendment proposed by
the senior member for St. Lucy be paragraph 4 of
this Address is put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Mr. ADAMS: If your Honour will permit me
to speak during the extra ten minutes I will say that
it is merely because of my position in the House that
I feel T should reply to one or two points. I do not
want o say anything that affects matters which seem
to be controversial but if we are to follow recognized
practice—I say this with great respect to Your
Honour and without even a suggestion that I am
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" just been passed is an excellent thing but I do wish
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questioning your ruling—it seems to me that this
House may very well draw attention to the fact that
it does not approve of any legislation sent down by
the Governor or suggest to him that it would like
certain legislation sent down. That is the normal
English practice, '

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that we can
debate that now.

Mr. ADAMS: I should like to remind honourable
members that the late Mr. Walter Reece, while he
was a member of this House, had stated on more than
one occasion that it is not necessary to do more than
thank the Governor for his speech and say that the
House will give favourable consideration to what he
sends down. I think the junior member for St.
James must have, from his long and valuable ex-
perience in this House, realized that and influenced
the other members of the Select Committee to be
brief in their Report. It is only in recent years,
since some long-winded people like myself got into
the House and were in opposition to the Government,
that all sorts of long statements were made in the
Reply to the speech which the Governor delivered
at the opening of a legislative session. The Reply
is intended to be a reply to a comment on current

for St. Philip differs from what this Address implies
when we remember that the junior member for St.
Lucy is the Chairman of the Select Committee that
submitted the Report. The amendmnent which has

honourable members would remember that even
though it is considered that some of us are nit-wits
all of us are not. Does anybody seriously consider
that if the Government could import goods cheaply
and in large quantities it will refuse to do s0? We are
not yet a Republic. We can draw to the Govern-
ment’s attention that such and such a measure is
going to hit us hard, as we did on the occasion when
it was proposed that the importation of manure should
be restricted but to give the impression that this
Government could import foodstuffs and will not do
s0, is to talk as if we were a republic. As regards
the allegations about tacking on to the Estimates
expenditure in connection with schemes like Erdiston
Training College, the only reason for doing that im
to save time; this expenditure will eventually be met
from Colonial Development and Welfare funds. There
is no additional expenditure which a falling revenue
would have to meet. As far as the nomination of
members to the Other Place is concerned, of course
it would be wrong, in my opinion, for us to say any-
thing except that we are determined that they shall
not upset the will of the members of this House.
Speaking for myself, if experts are to be appainted
to the Other Place, provided they cannot upset any
policy of this Chamber, it should be an excellen:
thing. There should not be two Legislative Assem-
blies. There should be one Legislative Assembly
consisting of members elected by the people and the
Other Place can be an assembly of experts in business
and agriculture or anything else to advise us. I
hope the time would soon come when we shall abolish
the Other Place or transform it into a purely ad-

visory body. ,

The question that this Address, as amended, dol
now pass is put and resolved in the affirmative |
without division. . l

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,— In accordance
with Rule 30, T suggest that Your Honour commun-
icate with the Governor and arrange for the presenta-
tion of this Address. ‘ ‘

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 shall do so and shall com-
municate to this House the date and the time which
have been arranged.

At this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SpEARER adjourns the
House until 2.45 p.m. in accordance with Rule 40 (a).

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (A)

On reassembling,

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,—There are no replies
to questions ready and I am asking leave to move for
the suspension of Rule 61 (a) in order to proeceed
with CGovernment Business.

There being no objection, the hon. member waa
granted leave to make the motion. ,

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (a)
be now suspended.

Dr. CUMMINS

seconded the motion which
was agreed to. '

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
under Government Business stands in the name of
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph—to
move the House into Committee of Supply to consid-
er the grant of sums of money for the service of the
Colony.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Your Honou: -
do now leave the Chair and the House go into Com-
mittee of Supply.

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which
was agreed fo.

His Honcur left the Chair, and the House went
into Committee of Supply, Mr. RaMsay being in the
Chair.

SUPPLEMENTARY RESOLUTION RE ORGAN-
ISATION FOR DEALING WITH REMITTANCES
OF WORKERS IN U.S.A.

Dr. CUMMINS: This Resolution, Mr. Chair-
man, ig for £200 to supplement resolution No. 41 of
the 30th of April, 1947, to provide the necessary
staff and stationery for, and to meet incidental ex-
penses in connecticn with the carrying on of an
organisation for banking the compulsory savings of
Barbadian workers employed in the U.S.A., for the
payment to their nominees of the allotments authoz-
ised tq be paid under the terms of the workers’ con-
tracts, for the payment of any Court order in
respect of the maintenance of any persons depend-

_ent on the workers, for the reimbursement of any

monies paid by the Government of Barbadog in
respect of duties in the U.S.A., and in respect of
advances made to the workers by way of cash or in
order to effect insurance.

This Resolution is of a similar type to those
which come before us from time to time. As honour-
able members are aware, it hag to do with the voting
of money to carry on the establishment which is at
present working to carry out the terms of an agree-
ment in connection with money remitted by the em-
igrants in the U.S.A. I understand, Sir, that it is
felt in some quarters that the time has come when this
organisation should be done away with., I take
this opportunity to say that in my opinion and in
the opinion of the Government this organisation
cannot be abandoned because there are still about
400 or 500 emigrants in the U.S.A. (Consequently
we have to carry on the organisation until that num-
ber of emigrants has been substantially reduced he-
fore we can think of doing away with it. I beg t>
move that this Resolution do now pass.
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Mr. BLACKMAN: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. DOWDING: The honourable mover of the
passing of this Resolution has suggested some hing
about doing away with this organisation; I hope that
before it is done away with the money which these
workers have paid by way of income tax since 1944
will be forthcoming to them. These pecple have not
yet got this money which is due to them and I would
like some information from the honourable member
as to why thig is so. It is very hard for people who
have worked for money in U.S.A, to be suffering in
‘this island and unable to get that money. I have
spoken with geveral people who have been to me in
connection with thig matter; I have examined one
of these people’s papers and I am quite certain that
there is an amount of more than $20 due to him since
1945. This is now almost 1948 and I would like some
information as to thig matter.

Mr. MOTTLEY : Before this money is voted, I
would like to know one or two things. I would like to
know firstly if this Department has been given an effi-
cient staff to deal with the auditing of accounts. I un-
derstand that several requests have been made to the
Government quite recently in this connection and
nothing has been done. I would also like to know
if a Department which is responsible for several mil-
lion dollars should be carried on without some special
means of auditing accounts. I would further like to
know if the Government has given effeet to the re-
‘quests made quite recently for the appointment of
somebody connected with Government auditing to
look after the auditing of these aceounts.

Mr. WILKINSON: Before the honourabis
member replies, I would like to support the remarks
of the honourable senior member for St. George. I
have also been Interviewed by some of the
men who went to U.S.A. in 1945,  They have
worked for good money, it is true, income tax
has been deducted and they were told that if they
returned to Barbados within a certain time their

income tax would be refunded. I understand that

the payment of these funds has been deferred since
1944. I hope that the Government will do their best
to speed up the payment of this money if it is due.

Dr, CUMMINS : I do not know what money hou-
ourable members are referring to but I promise that
I will make some enquinies about it. Ag regards the
remarks of the honourable senior member for the
City,!this is the first time that I have heard anything
about any request having been made for the auditing
of aceounts at this Department. For obvious reasons,
that is unknown to me and I will make enquiries
about that matter as well.

Mr. LEWIS: 1 am one of those persons who
feel that'this organisation might have been conducted
to help persons who have been to the U.S.A. for the
first two years but after that it would seem to be
out of place. The money advanced to these people
by the Government must have been repaid or arrange-
ments should have been made for it to be repaid
within the first period of their engagement. The pay-
ment of Court orders in respect of the maintenance
of persons dependent on the workers would seem to
be an infringement of the right of these workers to
do as they like with their wages. There are people
working in places like Curacao and Aruba and these
facilities have not been set up for them. I take it that
this organisation had to be set up because the Govern-
ment had to insure the people who were leaving
here and make advances to them when they landed
in the U.S.A. TUndoubtedly the Government set
up this organisation to collect the money that
was loaned to these people and to facilitate the pay-
ment of Court orders and things of that sort. T

think that that stage has been passed; these workers
are now engaged for a longer period than was at
first intended and I think that they should be allowed
to remit money to their families as they think fit;
Otherwise the Government should give every Barba-
dian worker these same facilities: I think it is right
that these workers should have their money remitted
direct to their relatives and dependants and they
should be able to do as they like with the money for
which they work. That, I say, is the prescriptive
right of every wage-earner. T feel that with emigra-
tion at this stage, unless we are going to have emi-
gration to the U.S.A. in future. this organisation has
served its usefulness and must be stopped. 1 repeat
that these people must have repaid the Government
and they must be allowed to remit money in the way
they want to remit it. T think the organization was
an attempt for the Government easily to get hold
of the American mouney and give people the
West Indian equivalent. 1 am wondering whether
it is not an infringement of the right of the
mdividual  to take his money and pay it out.
I think that the Government should keep out of this
business altogether and let the people remit their
money as they have been doing for decades.

Mr. FOSTER: I think that this organisation s
one of the best organisations that could have beeu
set up. The emigrants can realise some money. I
have received a letter from a friend of mine in
Panama to the effect that hundreds of people are
awaiting repatniation to this country. A few of them
have already been repatriated. As Churchwarden of
St. Andrew I say that there are g few of them in
the Almshouse; they are naked, penniless and every-
thing else. If we allow this organisation to fall
through, I presume that the majority of these work-
ers will come back here in the same condition. There-
fore I think that this organisation is one of the best
organisations that the Government could ever have
thought of.

Mr. TALMA : If this Resolution is properly read
it will be seen that it is a supplementary Resolution
to provide the necessary staff, stationery, and so
forth, to carry on what has been carried on for many
years. The question which has been raised by the

’fl'onoura.ble senior member for St. George relative to
he payment of income tax is one which has engaged
my attention for some time and I happen to know
something about. The position is that income tax
has been deducted from the earnings of workers in
the U.S.A. and it seems as if certain people who
have been there are being taxed again. That is not
a very satisfactory state of affairs. The words
“‘duties incurred’’ have been used in the Resolution
and the question really is what the word ‘‘duties’”
means if it means anything at all. If we can define
““duties’’ then we can understand the whole situation,
T am not yet clear as to what this word means. The
whole erux of the matter hangs on the meaning of
this word. T know from personal expenience that
many workers have suffered the greatest hardship in
being taxed twice. That is what T suppose the honour-
able senior member for St. George has referred to.

Mr. DOWDING : I am not quite clear as to what
the last speaker was talking about.

Mr. TALMA: I merely attempted to explain
what the honourable member was trying to say.

Mr. DOWDING : I thank the honourable senior
member for St. Thomas for his reply and T regret
that he cannot give me any more information. I
feel that this is a very serious state of affairs which
should be gone into very foreibly. These people
went to the U.S.A. and worked for their money a
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part of which was deducted according to the law
in the U.S.A. for the payment of income tax. If
they worked for under $500 the amount deducted
for inecome tax was to be refunded to them; if they
worked for over that amount a certain percentage of
the money that was collected according to the amount
they worked for was to be returned to them here. 1
have been to the Labour Office and enquired iinto this
case of payment due since 1945 in particular. I
know from the time I was (in the U.S.A. that income
tax is regulated from year to year. I cannot under-
stand why this money has not been paid to these
people. I understand that even in respect of 1944
people have not received what is due to them. I
hope that this organisation will not be abandoned
until these people are told exactly what the cause
for the delay of the payment of this money is, and
when they will receive the money which is due and
owing to them,

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

The Resolution was passed.

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr.
Tarma. the CmAlRMAN reported the passing of one
Resolution in Committee and that the Committee had
asked for leave to sit again.

The House resumed and Mr. SpeakEr reported
accordingly.

On motions of Mr. ApAMs seconded in each case
by Mr. Taum4, the Resolution passed in Committee
was read a first and second time and agreed to.

FISHING INDUSTRY CONTROL REGULATIONS

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the honourable senior member
for Christ Church:—To move the passing of the
following Resolution: Resolution to approve Regula-
tions made by the Governor-in-Executive Committee
under section 5 of the Fishing Industry Control
Act, 1947 (1947-4).

Mr. TALMA : I beg to move that this Resolution
do now pass. These Regulations speak for them-
selves; they are really made for the purpose of safe-
guarding the lives of the fishermen; enabling them
to obtain bigger and better fishing boats and ensur-
ing that the fishing Gndustry is carried on on a
better basis than was the ease in the past.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to second that.

Mr. GARNER: I would appreciate if the House
would go (into Committee on these Regulations; T
beg to move that Your Honour do now leave the
Ohair and the House go into Commiittee on these
Regulations,

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT seconded the motion which
was agreed to.

His Honour left the Chair, and the House went
into Commiittee on the Regulations, Mr. Ramsay
being in the Chair.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Before we proceed I should
like to say that it is the decision of the Chair that
these Regulations be dealt with one by one because I
feel that the House want them to be dealt with in
that way. .

Regulation 1 was read and passed.

Regulations 2 was read as follows:—

2. In these Regulations

‘“the Aect’’ means the Fishing Industry Con-

trol Aect, 1947;

““fishing boat’’ means any boat which is used
for the purpose of capturing fish for gain;

“‘inspector’” means an inspector appointed
under the provisions of the Act;

‘“‘owner’’ in relation to a fishing boat in-
cludes the person having for the time being the
prineipal charge and care of such fishing boat;

‘““‘year’’ means the period of twelve months
beginning on the first day of October and end-
ing on the thirtieth day of September next
following.

Mr. TALMA.: I beg to move that Regulation 2
stand part of these Regulations,

Mr. BLACKMAN : I beg to second that.

Mr, LEWIS: I should like to ask whether this
definition of a fishing boat is sufficient to cover a new
boat. I have an opinion as to the definition of a new
boat and it is that a new boat would be a boat which
is to be used for capturing fish. According to this
definition here it would mean that the boat has been
previously used for capturing fish,

Mr. TALMA : I should like to draw to the atten-

-tion of the honourable member that these are Regula-

tions whereby all fishing boats whether they be new
or old will be regfistered.

Mr. 8. A. WALCOTT : That does not answer the
point raised by the honourable junior member for the
City. The honourable member’s pdint is that a new
boat could not be registered because it has not been
used for capturing fish.

Dr. CUMMINS: Regulation 3 (1) will answer
that question. It says: ‘‘No fishing boat shall put to
sea unlesy it has been inspected and registered in
accordance with the provisions of thege Regulations.’*

The question that Regulation 2 stand part of
these Regulations was put and resolved lin the affirm-
ative without division.

Regulation 2 was passed.

Regulation 3 was read as follows:—

3. (1) No fishing boat shall put to sea unless
1t has been inspected and registered in aecordance
with the provisions of these Regulations.

(2) In the event of failure to comply with
the provisions of this Regulation in respect of any
fishing boat, the owner of such fishing boat shall be
liable for such failure.

(8) No proceedings shall be taken in re-
spect of any failure to comply with the provisions of
this Regulation until the expiration of three months
after the coming into operation of these Regulations.

Mr, TALMA: T beg to move that Regulation 3
stand part of these Regulations. '

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to say that I have heard of a Fishery Officer
who has an office somewhere in Queen’s Park con-
nected with the Department of Seience and Agrieul-
ture. We are now regulating the fishing industry
and hitherto this Officer hag not had to register
these boats. I am wondering if this Officer will
require g staff to do this work or whether the Gov-
ernment considers that he already has this staff to
do this work ag I see it in these Regulations.

Mr. SMITH: I would like to know who this
inspector is going to be, whether he will be a person
appointed locally, whether he will be imporfed and
whether he will be one who knows about fishing boats.

Mr. TATMA: T feel that information such as
been asked for should be within the grasp of those
Lonourable members who have asked for it. The hon.
junior member for the City should know the answer
to his question in view of the fact that he is a senior
member of this Assembly. In order to amswer that
question specifically T should like to state there is a
fishery Officer, there is an Assistant known as In-
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spector and there is a small staff which happeng io
he funectioning fairly well up to now. As necessity
arises, as soon as the fishing industry is enlarged
as soon as bigger and betier boats are provided ip
the various centres a bigger staff will be provided
10 do the work involved.

Mr. SMITH: My reason for trying to find out
who this inspector is going to be is this; there is a
lot of dissatisfaction among the fishermen at Tent
Bay because it is said that the Fishery Officer has
valued their boats at little or nothing. It ig said

that a hoat which costs $400, particularly a new boat’

has been valued at $200.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I wonder if the honourabie
member ig speaking from the point of view of in-
surance,

Mr. SMITH : I want to know about the valuation
of these boats because, as I say, there is much dis-
satisfaction among boat owners and fishermen at
Tent Bay as to the valuation of the boats.

Mr, TALMA: The point is to know how much
money can be loaned on an economic basis. The ob-
ject of the valuation of the boats is to know how
much money can be loaned as in the case of a mort-
gage.

Mr. SMITH : If this Officer has undervalued the
boats people will not be able to get much money
loaned on their boats. In my opinion, that makes the
case worse because if they are valuing these boats
with the expectation of making loans by way of
security and they are undervaluing the boats, the
fishermen will get very little money on their boats. I
hope that this inspector will be someone who knows
about building boats. The Fishery Officer may not
know how much money is required to build a boat.
I repeat that I hope thig inspector will know some-
thing about building boats and how much money is
required to build a boat to-day .

Mr. CHAIRMAN: In borrowing money on
anything you do not get the full value of it; you get
a reasonable amount.

Mr, MOTTLEY: I support the honourable
junior member for St. Joseph in the question which
he has asked. I do not want to know the name of
the person who will be the inspector but I should
like to know what method is going to be employed
in inspecting these boats. These are new Regulations
made and they must affect a number of poor people
who work for their living by the fishing industry
and people who invest their savings in fishing boats.
Certainly this Committee is entitled to know some-
thing as to the method which is going to be adopted
in inspecting these boats before we pass something
which will affect a number of people. I am wonder-
ing if the honourable senior member for Christ
Church can tell us what method will be adopted in
the inspection of these boats.

Mr. TALMA: The object of this Resolution
is to provide the means whereby proper assistance
will be granted the fishermen. If the opposition
feels that these Regulations should not be passed,
they are delaying the hands of progress. These
Regulations are the means whereby the fishermen
will be given assistance and the opposition is adopt-
ing a laissez faire policy. We are making an effort
to give assistance where the fishing industry is
concerned and we are meeting opposition
from people who should render assistance in matters
of this nature. We have a Fishery Officer and an
Inspector; we are getting a bigger staff and here it
is that we are getting opposition even from among
our own ranks.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I have no intention of delay-
ing any legislation in this House; when I feel like
talking T will talk. T agree with the honourable juni-

or member for St. Joseph, these are new Regulations
and nobody, least of all myself, would attempt to de-
lay the passing of Regulations which will have the
effect of assisting the fishing industry. I am not inter-
ested in the inspector or anything like that. Regula-
tion 8 (1) says: ‘‘No fishing boat shall put to sea un-
less it has been inspected and registered in accordance
with the provisions of these Regulations.”” What 1
am asking is this: what type of inspection is going to
be carried out? They may appoint somebody who
knows about racing or anything else to do this job
but he may not know anything about fishing boats.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I have no desire to delay
the passing of these Regulations. In a Regulation
you cannot state specifically the method of doing
‘anything. The question asked by the honourable
senior member for the City is childiish in the extreme
because, I repeat, you cannot in a Regulation state
the method by which you are going to do anything.
If you do that you are putting in something which
you cannot foresee. You want to inspect the boals
for their seaworthiness; it is not so much a question
as to the method you are going to adopt. Can you
say that you are getting something by which you will
measure the beams of the boats or the banks on
which the boats are going? What method can you
envisage to say that that is the method which you are
going to use to inspect these boats? Are you going
to say ‘‘Let us bring in some fishing fleets from Nova
Scotia and let us use this or that method of inspec-
tion?”’ T should like to say that any honourable
member who, at this stage, would try for any reason
to make the passing of these Regulations a difficulty
is being more or less ungrateful. During the War
years when we suffered terribly from the want of
fish and the fishermen could not get the means of
putting their boats out to sea, the Government came
to their rescue. Normally the fishermen would not
have been able to help themselves and T am pleased to
see that the Government is now seeing to it that these
fishermen have proper boats. Tt is all very well for
people to talk abgut helping the poor but there are
those who only help the poor when they are dead and
gone. Sometimes fishermen have to work boats for
people and we should be interested fin seeing that
these fishermen go to work in boats in which their

®ives can be protected. The fishermen have the right

to go to sea in boats which are seaworthy and it is
the duty of the Government to see that they are thus
protected apart from any sentiment as to whose pock-
ets are touched. To my mind the method of in-
specting the boats is a matter of detail and this is
only drawing a red herring acrosg the trail.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I want to draw this matter
to the attention of the Committee. If an honourable
member rises to speak and another honourable mem-
ber catches the eyes of the Chair, lit is the duty of
the honourable member who rose to speak to take
his seat.

Mr. SMITH: I do not want to oppose this
Resolution ; I simply want to know if this inspector
or officer knows anything about-the cost of building
a fishing boat, because the honourable member in
charge of the Resolution tells me that the officer is
valuing these boats as security for the purpose of
loans being made by the Government. Any person
can be an inspector of a boat because if the body of
the boat does not take in water he will believe that it
is seaworthy ; but the inspector may not be in a pos-
ition to value the boat correctly. He may not know
how many pounds of nails are required for building
a boat or anything like that. I want to safeguard
the fishermen; I do not want to oppose the Resolution
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in any way. I do not want any hardship to be ere-
ated on the fishermen and it is for that reason that
T asked the question.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I have said on several occa-
sions that whenever the Leader of the House or any
member of the (Government rises to speak I am going
to hear him.

Mr. ADAMS: While I am embarrassed by
what you, Mr. Chairman, have said, there is a preced-
ent for it in the House of Commons although I do ©iot
want by any means to avail myself of it. With great
respect to honourable members I think that the hon-
curable member in charge of this Resolution is taking
some of these things too seriously. Does my col-
league seriously suggest that if, for instance, he has
to present his motor-car for inspection and some car
owner who may mnot know the real value of the car
values it, the Government is not going to find out
* what is the real value of the car? You get somebody
valuing a property at £2800 and somebody else
will value it at £5,000. These things happen all
the time. It is the duty of the Government to have
motor vehicles, fishing boats, and so on inspected.
All we are asking here is for an inspector to inspect
and value these boats so as to see whether they are
seaworthy or not. If the inspector does not know
his job a report can be made to the Colonial Secre-
tary and he will appoint someone who knows his
job. The honourable junior member for. St. Jos-
eph seems to have forgotten that we voted money to
send out the Fishery Officer to take a course and it
is to be presumed that he knows something about his
job.
! At this point, it now being 3.30 p.m., Mr.
SpEAKER took the Chair and siated that it was now
time for the consideration of Private Members’ Busi-
ness.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (B).

Mr. ADAMS: T ask leave to move for the sus-
pension of Rule 61 (b) in order to continue Govern-
ment Business. These Regulations are of sufficient
importance that we should pass them this afternoon.

There being no objection the honourable member
was granted leave to make the motion.

Mr. ADAMS: T beg to move that Rule 61 (b)
be now suspended.

Mr. TaLya seconded the motion which was agreed
to. . P
FISHING INDUSTRY CONTROL REGULATIONS.

Mr. SPEAKER: When the time for Private
Members’ arrived the House was in Committee on
a Resolution to approve Regulations made by the
Governor-in-Executive Committee under Section 5
of the Fishing Industry Control Act, 1947 (1947—4).

Mr. ADAMS: Before the consideration of this
Resolution is resumed, it may be in order to point
out that as far as these Regulations are concerned—
1 thank your Honour for reminding me—there is
a ruling by the Attorney Gencral as to the power
of the House to amend these Regulations as distinct
from rejecting them if honourable members disap-
prove of them. I do not know if it is the intention of
honourable memberg to amend the Regulations; if it
is their intention to do so, I suggest that we postpone
consideration of this Resolution until we know wheth-
er the Acting Attorney General is also of the opinion
expressed by the Attorney General, If honourable
members feel that we can pass them; but if they have
any intention to amend any of them T suggest that
we postpone consideration of the Resolution.

Mr. SpEARER left the Chair and the House re-
sumed Committee on the Regulations, Mr. Ramsay
being in the Chair.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House was in
Committee on these Regulations we were discussing
Regulation 3.

~ Mr. LEWIS: There is a lot to be said for every
point of view that has been expressed in connection
with this Regulation. In order that we may get
ahead with the consideration of these Regulations I
am making a suggestion and it is this; I feel that all
that is necessary to be done is for the honourable
member in charge of this Resolution to assure hon-
ourable members that the Government will appoint
persons who are capable of making this inspection
and when that is done we can only rely on them. We
are dealing with the inspection and registration of
fishing boats; we are dealing with people who have
followed the rule-of-thumb method—a very primitive
method which they have enjoyed—and we have to be
very careful about interfering with these people. I
am in sympathy therefore with honourable members
who have expressed some anxiety about this matter.
1 repeat that, in my opinion, all that is necessary
to be done now is for the Government member in
charge of this Resolution to give honourable members
the assurancde that none but the best person: will be
appointed to do this work. We have heard that it is
not lawful for us to amend these Regulations and if
anything is even wrong with them we cannot alter
it; we will have to reject all the Regulations. We have
to bear that in mind in dealing with a Resolution of
this sort and therefore honourable members’ questions
must be answered as well as possible. It is not the
law of the land for us to amend these Regulations.

| Mr. CRAWFORD: It is customary in intro-
'ducing a Resolution of this sort for the introducer
zto make a few remarks outlining the policy which
{ the Regulations more or less seek to put into practice.
{Now these are Regulations to an Act of which, ap-
parently, the minds of honourable members need a
little refreshing. That is all there is to the matter.
If in introducing the Resolution some attempt, no
matter how brief it was, had been made to remind
honourable members of the policy of the particular
Act and of the general principle underlying these
Begulations, we should not now have all these ques-
tions being asked and all this protracted debate
taking place.

Mr. GARNER: I do unot think that all is well
with these Regulations. I am not

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1T want the honourable mem-
ber to deal with Regulation 3.

Mr. GARNER: That is as far as we have got,
Mr. Chairman. I do not think that all is well with
these Regulations down to Regulation 3. We have
just passed an Act and we have passed a Resolution
for £3,000 in connection with the fishing industry.
Everybody in the community knows that meat is
scarce and we havel to depend upon the fishermen to
catch fish so that we can get it with our meals. Fish
is an essential article of diet and I do not see why
we should make all these Regulations and place them
around the necks of the people who are putting food
into other people’s mouths.. I feel that these Regu-
iations are laudable but this is not the time for
making them. We have just been considering the
(Jovernor’s Speech as to the position facing the
colony and I do not see why we should be putting
a ring around the fishermen’s necks. This is foolish-
ness; it is——

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member
must not refer to matters in this House as foolishness.

Mr. GARNER: It does not make sense. We
Lave already voted £38,000 in connection with the
fishing industry and these people may not be able to
comply with these Regulations. The honourable

junior member for St. Joseph is quite correct in
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asking that question. In other words, he wants to
be assured that the boats will be valued by someone
who knows about them.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable senior
member for St. Joseph has said that the Glovernment
will not appoint anybody to do this job unless the
person is capable of doing it.

Mr. GARNER: It would be well if this Com-
mittee were to reconsider their opinion as to these
Regulations. We have just had Regulations

Mr. CHAIRMAN:  There is a Rule of this
House, I think it is No. 135 which says that honour-
able members must not interrupt when a debate is
taking place. If the interruption continues I shail
have to call the names of honourable members. That
will be very uncomfortable but it will have to be done.

Mr. GARNER: | was saying that I would
counsel this Committee to go cautiously with these
Regulations because we know the effect of the Dairy
Regulations on that industry. People have to keep
their premises under certain conditions before they
can sell milk and the plantations have refused to
keep cows and sell milk; and when you open a tin
of condensed milk it goes in two minutes. On
account of the Regulations the poor people cannot
get any fresh milk. If you take this particular in-
dustry unless you are going to assist it

Mr. CHAIRMAN: There are several Regula-
tions before us and I would like the honourable mem-

ber to confine his remarks to the particular
Regulation. )
Mr. GARNER: 1 think that I am dealing with

Regulaticn 3. Regulation 3. (1) says this: ‘““Neo
fishing boat shall put to sea unless it has been in-
spected and registered in accordance with the pro-
visions of these Regulations.”” Tt will mean that if
these Regulations are enforced the fishermen will not
be able to put their boats to sea and we will not be
able to get any fish. I have just drawn an analogy
as to the Dairy Regulations which prevent people
from getting milk; and T say that it would be wise
for this Committee to allow these Regulations to
remain over until the food situation is a little easier.
Do not let us put any rings around these people’s
necks; they are unable to carry out these Regulations.
It is all very well and good for us to talk about pass
ing these Regulations but when the fishermen cannot
put their boats to sea they will almost damn the pass-
ing of these Regulations to-day; they will be sorry
that you ever lent them money for the purpose of
repairing their boats. I say that all of them will not
get this money and are we going to send a carpenter
to do a shoemaker’s job?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph made the position clear long ago.

Mr. GARNER: They always do that and we are
not sure that they are absolutely divoreced from that
procedure.
questions about it. I think it would be well for us
‘to put aside these Regulations until the food situation
eases a bit.

Mr. GALE : The strain of honourable members’
remarks would make it appear as if the Government
is trying to hinder the fishing Indusiry, not to en-
courage it. We have already passed a Bill for the
encouragement of the fishing industry in these parts,
and T take it that these Regulations were made by the
Governor-in-Executive Commiittee to encourage the
industry, not to hamper it. T fail to see the reason
for all this controversy. If a schooner is goine out
to sea a certificate has to be obtained from the Har-
bour and Shipping Master to the effect that it is
seaworthy; and the Government dis only asking here
that if a fishing boat is going out to sea a certificate
be obtained from the inspector to the effect that the
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It is as well, therefore, that we ask

boas is seaworthy. The valuation of the boat has

nothing to do with that; what the reason is for all-

this fuss over the passing of these Regulations, I do
not know.

Mr. TALMA : The object of making the loans is
to cause the boats to be seaworthy and the object
of appointing the inspector is to have the boats
valued in order to see how Government funds are
being dealt with. The object of this debate is
incomprehensible.

The question that Regulation 3 stand part of
these Regulations was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

Regulation 3 was passed.

Regulation 4 was read as follows:.—

4. (1) Every application for the registraiion
of a fishing boat shall be made to an Inspector, who,
on receipt of such application shall inspeet such
fishing boat, and if satisfied that the same is sea-
worthy, assign to such fishing boat a number (here-
inafter referred to as the registration number) and
shall issue to the owner of such fishing boat a
certificate of registration thereof.

(2) Every certificate of registration shall
be in such form as shall be approved by the Director
of Agriculture and shall contain the following par-
ticulars in respect of the fishing hoat for which it
is issued :—

(1)

(i)
(iii)
(iv)

(v)

the registration number
the namie
the usual place of anchorage
the name and address of the owner
the dimensions namely, the length
(from bow to transom), the beam,
and the approximate draught
the number of the erew usually
employed, distinguishing between
persons above the age of sixteen
vears and other persons.

Mr. TALMA : I beg to move that Regulation 4
stand part of these BRegulations,

Mr. BLACKMAN': I beg to second that.

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I would like an explana-
tion of the word ‘‘seaworthy”. (Laughter). I, per-
sonally, do not consider any fishing boat seaworthy

ebecause I would not go out to sea in any of them.
If the inspector has the same opinion as I have,
none of the boats would be seaworthy. The opinion
has been expressed that fishing boats should be half-
decked or quarter-decked so as to make them sea-
worthy. There are fishermen who will tell you that
they cannot cateh fish with the boats which we have
at present. If the word ‘‘seaworthy’’ only means
that a boat is strong and it is not taking water—in
fact the word ‘‘seaworthy’’ should have been explain-
ed just as other words are explained in Regulation 2
of these Regulations. If the inspector says that the
boats should be quarter-decked what will we do? If
he says that they are not seaworthy there is no right
of appeal to anybody and the fishermen will have
to keep their boats ashore. T would like to have an
explanation as to that.

Mr. TALMA: ‘‘Seaworthy’ is an ordinarx.
English word which any normal honourable member
can understand; it means the fitness of a boat to go
to sea at all. T am surprised that the honourable
member cannot appreciate the meaning of a word
which is used in ordinary. evervday language. The
honourable member probably knows how landworthy
an agrienltural labourer micht be. The word
“seaworthy’’ speaks for itself: it means the fitnese

(vi)

of a boat to go to sea. The honourable member shonld




OCTOBER 21, 1947 39

know that and I believe that he has several digtion-
aries at his home.

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: This is s question of a
different seaworthiness. I know that it is held tha.
our boats are not seaworthy. If you bring an in-
spector from England I do not think that he would
pass any of these boats. I know the meaning of the
word ‘‘seaworthy’’ just as any honourable member.
knows it.

Mr. BRANCKER:: What is worrying me in this
Regulation is that there is no time-limit placed on
the inspector for inspecting a boat, after the appli
cation for registration has been made. It says tha
every application for the registration of a boat shal
be made to an Inspector but it does not say anything
about the inspection of the boat with respect to the
date of the application for registration. You might
have a lethargic inspector claiming to be very busy
and taking his time over making an inspection. I
would like to see some reasonable time-limit put in
this Regulation for the inspection of a boat after an
application has been made for its registration. 1
think that a reasonable time-limit of, say, seven days
should be put in the Regulation for this inspection
to be done following the application for registration
because some boat owners may he kept back for days
or even weeks while an inspector is claiming that he
ig busy. I would recommend the insertion of the
words ‘‘within seven days after such application”
after the word ‘‘shall’’ occurring at the end of line
2 of Clause 1 of this Regulation so as to ensure that
the inspection of the boat will be carried out and
the owner will not be kept waiting unduly.

Mr. TALMA : The honourable member happeus
to be a lawyer and he should know that no stipula-
tion such as that is placed in Regulations such as
these; but a reasonable time is inferred.

Mr. BRANCKER: A reasonable time for an in-
spector might be three or four weeks but that would
not be a reasonable time for a boat owner who migh*
want to put his boat to sea. That is why I recom-
mend that thig time-limit be seven days or even
fourteen days so that the inspector will be tied down
to a certain time-limit. !

Mr. COX: I am hoping that the honourably
junior member for St. Luey will withdraw the point
which he made after hearing me. These Regulations

are similar to those made in respect of motor vehicles

and no time is stipulated for the inspection of these
vehicles. I do not see the necessity for what the
honourable member has suggested. With the present
Government constituted as it is, the honourable mem-
ber can rest assured that it is a reasonable Govern-
ment and it is prepared to do nothing that will harm
the poor people. As far as the remarks of the hon-
ourable senior member for St. James is concerned,
he appreciates the fish more than the lives of the
fishermen. ]

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I think that that statement
is unfair, unnecessary and uncalled for, the honour-
able senior member for St. James has never insinnated
anything like that,

Mr. COX: The honourable member wants to
find out what the fishermen will do if the Inspector
cays that the boats are not seaworthy What does
the honourable member mean by that? He means that
if the inspector refuses to pass these boats the fisher-

men will be out of work and thev must be allowed
to carry their boats to sea anyhow.

I am say-
ing that the time has come when these fisher-
men should be protected. Every now and then we
hear of a boat having drifted away or sunk when

engaged in catching fish, and I think that the Gov-
ernment is acting wisely and well when it sees that
these boats are seaworthy.

Mr. CHAIRMAN:: It is regrettable that the hon-
ourable senior member for St. Michael made use of
the words which he used. The honourable senior
member for St. James intimated that it has been
held that the boats should be quarter-decked. It does
not get us anywhere to carry on with remarks that
are uncalled for,

The question that Regulation 4 stand part of
these Regulations was put and resolved in the affirm-
ative without division.

Regulation 4 was passed,
. Regulations 5 10 9 inclusiye were read and pass-
ed.

Regulation 10 was read as follows:—

_10. (1) The owner of a fishing boat shall, if
required 8o to do by an Inspector, submit such fishing
boat for inspection at the time and place named by
such Inspector.

- (2) If on any such inspection the Inspector
shall be satisfied that the fishing boat is unfit for
purposes of fishing, he may cancel the certificate of
registration of such fishing boat and such fishing boat
shall thereupon be deemed to be not registered.

= (8) The owner of any fishing boat the cer-

tificate of which has been cancelled under the pro-
visions of paragraph (2) of this Regulation may:
within seven clear days after such cancellation ap-
peal in writing to the Director of Agriculture against
such cancellation, and the decision of the Director of
Agriculture shall be final. '

Mr. TALMA : T beg to move that Reguiation 10
stand part of these Regulations.

Mr. BLACKMAN: T beg to second that.

Mr. 8. A. WALCOTT: In ecase the Inspector
says that the boat is unfit to go to sea you have to
appeal to the Director of Agriculture. At presenc
the Directpr of Agriculture is head of the Inspector
8o that this is a question of appealing from Caesar
to Caesar. I think that this appeal should be made
to the Harbour and Shipping Master. Does the
Director of Agriculture know whether a boat is sea-
worthy or not? I cannot see how he can come into
the question at all. I beg to move that the words
““Director of Agriculture’’ occurring in lines four
and five of Clause 3 of this Regulation be deleted in
order to insert the words ‘‘Harbour and Shipping
Master.’*

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable member must
bear in mind that we cannot make any amendment to
these Regulations because they will all go overboard.

Mr. 8. A, WALCOTT: I beg to move that the
consideration of this Regulation be postponed.

Mr. GARNER: I beg to second that.

Mr. TALMA : T should like to point out to the
honourable senior member for St. James that this
is not a question of appealing from Caesar to Caesar
but appealing to the head of the spring.

Mr. COX: My opinion is that we should agree to
these Regulations in principle and let the Govern-
ment to work out the details. We are assuming now
that we are experts and the Government is a nit-wit.
Let us pass the Regulations; the Government hag its
experts to go into the details. This is just a matter
of wasting time and preventing the work from going
on.

Mr. ADAMS: When you have a Minister of
Agriculture and Fisheries in England he might not
have seen the sea in hig life; but as the Head of the
Department he is the final Court of Appeal. Tt does




40

HOUSE

s ——

e ———

not mean that he will go and see after a matter; fie
will call in an expert. Whenever the Chief Justi:e
sits in connection with a case of arbitration it does
not mean that he knows about shipping; he consults
an expert.

Mr. GARNER: I do not think that any hon-
ourable member is willing to stop  any legislation in
this House; but if things do not appear to be right
you have the right or privilege of enquiring about
them. T feet that these Regulations will hamper the
catching of fish.

Mr, CHAIRMAN : The question before the Com-
mittee is that the further consideration of this Regu-
lation be postponed. The honourable member will
have to confine his remarks to that.

Mr. GARNER: T have seconded the motion for
the postponement of this Regulation for many reas-
ons and I think that the Committee would do well
to postpone it. There are just a few final remarks
which I would like to make before I sit down. The
honourable senior member for St. Joseph has made
mention about experts looking after these matbers
and I am sure that that is what beats England now.
There are too many experts and the actual work is
not being done. That is the whole trouble. We are
getting high-falutin people to put rings around.the
necks of these fishermen and time is going to tell.

Mr. MOTTLEY : My position is this: I have not
the slightest idea of voting for the postponement of
the Regulation because 1 am satisfied that the Direc-
tor of Agriculture will be the arbitrator, so to speak,
and he will appoint people who kiow about hoats in
case of an appeal. But what T ar: worried about is
this; even the Government cannoi deny it—

Mr. CHAIRMAN': The honourable member can
only speak on the question of tte postponement of
the Regulatien,

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am speaking on that, Mr.
Chairman. When a certificate has been cancelled—

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable member can
only speak on the postponement of the Regulation.

Mr, MOTTLEY: I cannot just say postpone-
ment; I am only trying—

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable member must
not bandy words with the Chairman,

My MOTTLEY : Am I not entitled to give reas-
ons as to why the Regulation should not be postponed?
I am saying that this Regulation should not be post-
poned because I believe the Director of Agriculture
will have a staff who will know about these matters.
This Regulation only gives the right—

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member will
speak on the postponement of this Regulation.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am giving the reasons why
this Regulation should not be postponed and I would
like to get some more information, before you put
the question, as to why nothing is said about the
granting of certificates while mention is made of the

cangellation of them. If a certificate is refused there
is no right of appeal; but if it is cancelled you have
the right of appeal. ,

Mr. ADAMS: I entirely agree with the honour-
able member. I suggest that it is our duty to make
supplementary Regulations but we cannot put in
anything here. I ask honourable members to pass
these Regulations and the members of the Executive
Committee will bring the matter to the notice of the
Government and the Governor-in-Executive Commit-
tee will make supplementary Regulations,

My. MOTTLEY : I thank the honourable mem-
ber very much. That seems to be the spirit to be
adopted in these matters, not to try to bully-rag
people. ,

Mr, CHAIRMAN :. The word ‘‘bully-rag’’ is one
which is well known to members of this House.

Mr. WILKINSON!: I think that it would be
advisable to use the words ‘‘Harbour and Shipping
Master’’ instead of the words ‘‘Director of Agrieul-
ture’’ in this Regulation. I am in favour of the
postponement of the Regulation.

Mr. CHATRMAN : The question is that the con-
sideration of this Regulation be now postponed. Hon-
ourable members in favour of that will please say
““ Aye’’, those against will please say ‘“No’’. I think
the ‘‘Noes’* have it, The question now is that Regula-
tion 10 stand part of these Regulations. Honourable
members in favour of that will please say ‘‘Aye”’,
those against will please say ‘‘No’’. T think the
““Ayes’’ have it.

A division was taken as follows:—

Ayes: Dr. WiLsoN, Dr. CumMyins, Messrs. LEwIs,
Smrra, F. I.. Warcorr, Cox, Mapp, Foster, TaLMA,
Apams, BLACKMAN, (ARNER, MorTLEY, HAYNES,
Dowping, (FALE, BRANCKER and Mr. SPEARER—I18.

Noes: Messrs, 8. A. Warcort and WILRINSON—2.

Regulation 10 was passed.

Regulation 11 was read and passed.

On the motion of Mr. Tarma, seconded by My,
Apams, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the
Regulations in Committee.

The House resumed and Mr. SpEARER reported
jm.ccordingly.

On the motion of Mr. Tarma, seconded by Mr.
Apawms, the Resolution was passed.

THE ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper having been fixed,

Mr. ADAMS: T beg to move that this House do
now adjourn to this day week, the 28th of October,
1947, at twelve o’clock noon.

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

Mr. SPEAKER accordingly adjourned the
House to Tuesday next, the 28th of October, 1947,
at twelve o’clock noon.
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