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House of ssembly Debates 

(OFFIOUL REPORT). 

SESSION 1 9 4 7 4 8  
p---- 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 21st Octobo-, 1947. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of As- 

sembly met at  12 o'clock, noon, to-day. 

His Honour Mr. G. B. EVELYN (Spsaker) Mr. 
J. T. C. Ramsay (Clmirman of C ~ o m i t t e e s ) ,  Messrs. 
)A. E .  S. I J E ~ ,  L. E .  SMITH, D. A. FOSTER, R. G. 
WPP, M. E. COX, G. H. ADAMS, B.A., H. D. BLACK- 
XAN, C. E. TALMA, J. A. HAYNES, B.A., H.  A. 
DOWDING, V. C'. GALE, S. A. W A L C O ~ ,  and Dr. H. G. 
CUMMINS. 

Prayers are read. 

VISITORS REQUESTED TO REMAIN OUTSIDE 
DURING PRAYERS 

Mr. SPEAKER:  Before we start the business 
of the House I want to impress upon t h ~ ~ ~ ' ~ e r s o n s  
who come in as visitors that while prayers are be- 
ing read they must remain outside the Chamber. , 

MINUTES 

The LWnutes of the meeting which was held on 
the 14th October, 1947, having been circulated are 
taken read and confirmed. 

Messrs. BRANCKER, ~IOTTLEY and CRAWFORD en- 
ter the House and take their seats. 

DOCUMENTS 

JIr.  F. L. WALCOTT enters the House and takea 
his seat. 

PETITIONS 

Mr. BALE : I beg to present a petition from 
the Members of the Board of Management of the 
Garbados Cricket Asscciation praying the House to 
pass a Bill to amend the Act of this Iiland which 
incorporated the said Association to ena'ble them 
to borrow any sum of money necessary for the carry- 
ing into effect the objects of the ?aid Associaticlrp. 

Mr. FOSTER: I beg to present a petition 
from the Vestry of St. Andrew praying the House 
to pass a Bill authorising them to borrow a sum 
not exceeding &2,000 t o *  purchase suita'ble sites in 
the Belleplaine, Hillaby and Shorey Village districts 
in the said parish and to erect thereon Public 
Baths and Latrines. 

Mr. DOWDING: I beg to present a petition 
from the Vestry of St. Gecrge praying the House 
to pass a Bill to authorize them to raise a loan no$ 
exceeding £6,000 to enable the said Vestry to repair 
St. George's Church, St.  Jude's Chapel and St. 
George's Rectory. 

Dr. W ~ t s o s ,  Messrs. GARXER and WARD enter 
the House and take their seats. 

Mr. FOSTER : I beg to present a petition 
from the Vestry of the parish of St. Andrew praying 
the House to Bass a Bill authorisinrr them to raige 

PAPERS LAID 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received Statements of Reve- 

' nue and Expenditure for the half year ended 30th 
September, 1947, from the Commissioners of High- 
ways for the parishes of St. Philip and St. James. 

Nr .  ADAMS: Nr. Speaker,-I have the hon- 
our to lay on the tab12 of the House the folloming 

a loan not exceeding £1,000 for the-purpose of rz- 
pairing or replacing the roof of the Parish Church 

Dr. WILSON: I beg to present a petition 
from the Commissioners of Highways for St. John 
praying the House to pass a Bill authorising 
them to raise a loan of £600 to enable them to com- 
plete the purchase of a Diesel Motor Roller for the 
use of the said parish. 

NOTICES 

*: . . 
Papers :- 

Quarterly transactions i a  rum to 30th Septem- 
ber, 1947. 

Statements shomcing grcss Customs and Excise 
receipts for the inollths of May and June, 1947. 

n Report of the Public Librarian for the year 
8 znded on "the 31qt cf March, 1947. 
L" 

Government Notices are given as follows:- 
Dr. CUMMINS : Resolution to place the sum of 

$S32,000 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to po;ide additional acconimcdation a t  
the Lunatic Asylum. 

Mr. BLACKNLZN: Resolution t o  place the 
sum of £500 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in- 
Executive Ccmnlitt~e to mak- a grant to the Com- 
missioners of Highways of thr parish of St. John 
to oil and grit the N e t ~ e a s t l ~  Hill R-oad. 



Resolution to place the sum of 5132,000 a t  the 
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to 
supplement resolution No. 91 of the 6th September, 
1947, and to provide fcr  the subsidisatibn of flour, 
salt fish, salt pork and balanced animal feed to the 
31st of March, 1948, in order that the prices of 
these commodities may be stabilised at  such prices 
as may be fixed by the Competent Authority. 

Mr. ADAJIS : Resolution to place the sum of 
£6,600 a t  the disposal cf the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to meet the cost of completing the eon- 
struction cf the Training College at  Brdiston. 

Mr. TALMA: Bill to amend the Provost Mar- 
shal's Act, 1904 (1904-6) 

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the 
Rouse intc Committee of Snpply at  its next, meeting 
to consider the money Resolutions of which notice 
has just been given. 

Other Notices are a3 follows :- 
Mr. GALE: A Bill to amend the Barbados 

Cricket Association Act, 1933. 
Mr. DOWDING: A Bill to  authorise the Ves- 

t ry  of Saint George to raise a loan not exceed- 
ing S6,0010 to enable them to repair St. George's 
Church, Saint Jude's Chapel and Saint George's 
Rectory. 

Dr. WILSOX: A Bill to authorize the Com- 
missioners of the parish of Saint John to raise a loan 
not exceeding £600 to complete the purchase of a 
Road Roller. 

Mr. FOSTER: A Bill to authorise the Vestry 
of Saint Andrew to rai,ce a loan not exceeding 62,000 
to purchase sites and erect Baths and Latrines in the 
parish of Saint Andrew 

Mr. FOSTER. A Eill to authorise the Vestry 
of Saint Andrew to raise a loan not exceeding S1,000 
to repair the Parish Chuwh. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Of the following Address: 

T h e  House of Assembly 
To 

His  Excellemcy the Govemr  

The House is of the opinion that steps should be 
taken to provide a proper and comprehensive scheme 
of Social Security for  the people of Barbados, with 
special reference to the Unemployment and Sickness 
Pay, Family Allowances and Retirement Pensions 
and respectfully request that the British Government 
be asked to send out to the island an expert or experts 
from the British Ministry of National Insurance who, 
along with a representative local committee, should 
make the necessary investigation and draw up pro- 
posals along the line of the British National Insur- 
ance plan. 

2. I n  the meantime, the House respectfully 
urges that  

(a) I n  view of the inadequacy of the Old 
Age Pension, and the dire need of those 
in receipt of it, a cost of living allow- 
ance of $2.00 per month should be 
provided immediately by  means of a 
Rasolution for all persons who am en- 
titled to receive the Old Age Pension. 

(b) I n  view of the grave economic situation 
- - whjcli faces the colony, and the difficul- 

ty, even under normal morld conditions, 
of providing employment for all the 
people in this conn tq  until such time 

- as greater industrial development and 
other economid reforms have taken 
place, a n  Unemployment Insurance 
Scheme should be put  into operation, 

employers and employees to contribute 
specific sums per insured person each 
week, the Government to add to 
the fund one third (1/3) of the joint 
contributions of employers and workers. 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the senior 
u~ember of the Executive Committee presrlnt a t  the 
next meeting of this House :- 

Will Government consider an increase of :- 
(a) The number of Bursary Scholarships 

for  boys of 14 years and over? 
(b) The age limits for Elementary School 

children ? 
&h. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior 

Member of the Executive Comznittee present a t  the 
next meeting of this House :- 

Will Government say whether a decision has 
been made in regard to the building of a centrally 
situated Post Office in the parish of St. Lucy? 

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior 
Member of the Executive Committee present at the 
next meeting of this House :- 

l. Whether the Book of Rules and Regulations 
as recommended by Superintendent Calver for the 
Rarbadcs Police Force, has been completed? 

2. Will the Government sap whether a decision 
has been made i n  regard to the creation of the rank 
of Sub-Inspector referred to i n  paragraph 50 of the 
Calver Report ? 

3. Will the Government say whether a denision 
has arrived in regard to Superintendent Calver's 
Recommendations recommending that the practice bt 
discontinued whereby the Police Department acts as 
"key holders to other than Government Depart- 
me@ts?" 

Mr. BRANCKER:' To enquire of the Senior 
Member of the Executive Committee present a t  the 
next meeting of this House:- 

1. Whether Government is aware of widespread 
dissatisfaction amongst persons in this Island el~gible 
as Jurors a t  the Assizes at  the scale of reuuneration 
provided for them by law? 

2. Will Government take the necwsary steps 
for the provision of adequate daily remuneration and 
travelling expenses for such public spirited persons 
as are required to do J u r y  Service a t  the Court of 
Grand Sessions ? 

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior 
Member of the Executive Committee present a t  the 
next meeting of this House :- 

Will Government inform this House of the out- 
come of the enquiries which, on 1st April, 1947, Cov- 
ernment assured this House, i t  was making in  regard 
to the possibility of Emigration to Canada of work- 
ers from this Colony? 

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior 
Member of the Executive Committee present a t  the 
next meeting of this House :- 

Will Government inform this House of the re- 
sult of the enquiries which Government on 1st of 
'April, 1947, assured this House were being made as to 
the p~ssib;ility of finding employment in the United 
Kingdom for female workers from Barbadm? 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

On the motion of Mr. TALMA, seconded by Mr. 
 DAMS, a Bill to amend the Provost Marshal's Act, 
19%6 is read a first time. 



0.n the motion of Mr. DOWDING, seconded by Mr. 
WARD, a Bill to authorise the Vestry of Saint George 
to  raise a loan nqt exceeding £6,000 to enable them 
to repair Saint George's Church, Saint Jude'a 
Chapel and Saint George's Rectbry is read a first time. 

On the motion of Dr. WILSON, seconded by Mr. 
ERANCKER, a Bill to authorise the Commissioners of 
Highways of the parish of Saint John to rake a loan 
not exceeding £600 to enable them to complete the 
purchase of a Diesel Motor Roller is read a first time. 

On the motion of Mr. GALE, seconded by  Nr. 
S. A. WALCOTT, a Bill to amend the Barbados Cricket 
Association Act, 1933, <S read a first time. 

Mr. WILKINSON enters the House and takes his 
seat. 

On the motion of Mr. FOSTER, seconded by Mr. 
COX, a Bill to authorise the Vestry of Saint Andrew 
to raim a loan not exceeding £2,000 to enable them 
to purchase sites in the Belleplaine, I-Iillaby, anJ 
Shorey Village districts in the said parish and to  
erect Public Baths and Latrines thereon is read x 
first time. 

On the motion of Mr. FOSTER, ~econded by Mr. 
COX, a Bill to authorise the Vestry of Saint Andrew 
to rake a loan not exceeding £1,000 to enable them to 
repair the Parish Church is read a fimt time. 

REPLY TO THE G0VEICNOR"S SPEECII 

Mr. SPEAKER:  Thn first Order s:ands in the 
?lame of the honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph,-To move the consideration of the Report 
of the Select Committee appointed to prepare a draft 
Reply to His Excellency's speech delivered on the 
7th October, 1947. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,- The Select Com- 
mittee appointed to prepare a draft Reply has with 
commendable brevity submitted a Report which I 
beg to move in f o r ~ n  of an Address as follows :- 

The House of Assen~bly 
170 

H& Excellency the  Governor 

1. The House of Assembly thank Your Excel- 
lency for the Speech you were pleased to deliver it the onening of the Legislative Session 1947-48 a d 
for your comprehensive review of the events of the 
past ses.40~. 

2. The House note with satisfaction the sound 
financial position of the island. 

3. The House fully appreciate the many mst- 
ters of importance referred to in Your Excellency's 
Speech, and assure Your Excellency that any rnea-5- 
ures for the good of the idand will, when laid before 
the House, receive their careful and sympathetic 
cansideratipn. 

4. I n  conclusion Your Excellency may be as- 
sured that the House will do all in their power to fur-  
ther the best interests of all sections of the com- 
munity. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr .Speaker,-The senior mem- 

ber for St. Joseph commented upon the brevity of the 
Report. It is rather va,gue. One mould hat-e thought 
that two very important matters which are mention- 
ed in Hlis Excellency's speech would have been re- 
ferred to in this Report. 1 am referring first of all 
to the paragraph of the speech which states that "the 
membership of the Council might well be appreaiably 
increased so that wider re~resentatio? may be given 
to various shades of opinion in the community, and 

the work of the Chamber facilitated by  the presence 
of experts in such matters as agriculture, finance, 
and the like." I said that the %port is vague be- 
cause this is a very important matter and one would 
have thought that some comment would have been 
made in respect of it. As that paragraph reads, it 
would appear as  though t.he idea of putting officials 
on the C'ounQ1 seems fairly evident and I think that 
the Address in reply should state the feeling of this 
House in  the matter. The other very important 
matter, in my considered opinion, which makes the 
Report appear to be more vague than ever is where 
His Excellency deals with what he considers as the 
dollar crislis. The paragraph in reference'saD:- 
"I should warn you, howwer, that there will certain- 
ly be a heavy reduction in imports from all sources." 
It can well be argued that although the Report is 
vague i t  is comprehensive enough i n  its last para- 
graph to cover every pha3e of the speech but I do 
think that in view of the food situation in this 
colony, some specific mention should have been made 
in this Report as to the feeling of honourable mem- 
bers about His Excellency's expression in  the para- 
graph to which I have just referred. It is true, 
Sir, that it may have been difficult to have incorpor- 
ated in the Report anything that would make us  
appear t,o be disloyal but  I feel sure that with the 
necessary time and patience honourable members can 
find the appropyiate phraseology which will convey 
our feeling without allowing it to appear that we are 
in any may disloyal. I view, Sir, this food bituation 
very seriously and I do not think that this Report 
,hould be allowed to stand as it is when these words 
appear in His Excrllency's speech :- "I should 
warn you, however, that there will certainly be a 
heavy reduction in  imports from all sources." There 
must be imports of a certain nature and the members 
of this House as the representatives of the people 
should express their feeling in this Address in re- 
spect of the food situation in  this colony,-a situation 
of which they should certainly be aware. 

Mr. CRAWPORD : Before you p a t  the question, 
Sir, I also would like to say that the brevity of this 
Address does not commend i t  a t  all to me. The 
Address merely thanks His Excellency for the speech; 
i t  expresses satisfaction with the financial position of 
the island but makes no comment on the fact that we 
have been warned by the Head of the Adminis- 
tration that this financial position cannot remain 
sound much longer; it then go& on to state 
that it appreciates th- matters of inlportancu 
referred to in His Excellency's speech and assures 
the Governor of something of which he is already 
aware, that is, that this House will give its careful 
and sympathetic consideration to any measures laid 
before it and calculated to promote the public good. 
Well now, I hope the members of the Select Commit- 
tee - d l  forgive me if I say that this Addresn, as  i t  
stands, bears little, if any, relation to the remarks 
made by the Governor in his opening Address to the 
Legislature. I would expect-and most of the public 
would expect too--this House to couch this reply 
in flxndamentally different terms from those sug- 
gested in the A'ddress before us. So many important 
matters were raised in  the speech by the Governor 
that it more or  less should be expected that the Honse 
had ziven due attention to the points raised and would 
go C,lrther and express its r)l;;liio~ e?Ffr pro or con 
with regard to the s w t i m ~ t ~  ~ x p r e s s ~ d  hy the G9v- 
ernor on those particular issues. T take. for h- 
stance. one very important point to which we, a~ 
professed guardians of the public purse, should 
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more than passing attention. On page 3 of the offi- 
cial copy of the opening speech made by the Governor 
we read this: "Secondly, as regards what 4s popu- 
larly known as the 'dollar crisis'. The seriousness 
of the foreign exchange position is well known to 
you. It has been the subject of a lengthy personal 
message from the Secretary of State to all Colonial 
peoples and it has made necessary a drastic revision 
of import control policy . . . . . I do not propose to 
speak on this subject a t  greater length here. I should 
warn you, however, that there will certainly be a 
heavy reduction in imports from all sources. Such 
a reduction will inevitably be reflected in the Colony 'S 

revenue figures.'' So far, so good. Then lower down 
on the same page His Excellency says this: "I be- 
lieve the time has come when a number of activities, 
generally acuepted or of proven value to Barbados, 
hitherto financed under the Colonial Development 
and Welfare Act, shculd for various cogent reaspas 
be taken on our Estimates. I have in mind such p:o- 
jecb as the Erdiston Training College, the F,isheries 
Development Scheme and the Mhternity Training 
Hospital. There is ago the normal expansion m 
expendit~re of departments to be provided for, to 
say nothing of the innumerable directions in which 
Government assistance is sought to create better con- 
d'itions of life and work in Barbados." Personally 
speaking I must say that I have been perturbed by 
those two statements, If in view of the dollar crisis 
our imports are going to be considerably reduced and, 
in consequencre, we shall have a decrease in our 
revenue figures and if we are expected to f u l a  our 
other commitmepts--such commitments as the in- 
crease in old age pensions which we have in mind, 
increased salaries for policemen and other govern- 
ment servants, and other commitments which will 
Gnvolve heavy expenditure-if we are faced with a 
decrease in revenue, how is it going to be possible 
for us to add to our shrunken budget the expenditure 
of t*hose schemes which up to now is being defrayed 
by funds from Colonial Development and Welfarz 'l 
It does appear to me as if we are being told t o  go 
ahead and run the colony bankrupt,- go ahead a d  
see that within the shortest possible time we haw 
our balance in the red. After all, it is a question 
of elementary mathematics. We should not commit 
~urselves at this stag+ in view of the position with 
which we are faced, to adding anything more to the 
expenditure of this colo~y than we have to, even 
though we agree that such schemes as the Erdiston 
Training College, the Fisheries Development Schemc, 
and the Maternity Hospital are of vital importance 
to the island. If Colonial Development and Welfare 
cannot possibly carry out these projects, well thc 
correct thing, in my opinion, for us to do is to let 
them remain where they are until such tilde m our 
prospects for maintaining our revenue at a more nor- 
mal level are more rosy. It is almost the negaticn of 
statesmanship to tell a people that with a decrease jn 
revenue they must at the same time commit them- 
selvey t o  incleasecl expenditure when they do not 
horn- wher~  this increased money is to come from. 
It is impossible, Sir, in discussing this question, not 
to refer to the other official pronouncement on this 
matter, made by the Colonial Secretary on the verv 
day after His Excellency the Governor made this 
speech in public. t 

Mr. SPEAKER: are you going to move an 
amendment to the Address? 

Mr. CRAWFORII: I think we shall have to go 
into Committee on the 'Address. 

Mr. SPEAKER; If that is so, the sooner you do 
so, the better. 

Mi.. CRBWFORD: 1.intend to move that we go 
into CommitUee but before I do so I think that in 
fairness to honouGble members I should give the 
reasons which are operating in my mind and which 
would justify my asking the House to go into Com- 
mittee. After all, this is one of the most important. 
mamers we shall have to deal with during this 
session. It is the blue print for legislation dluring 
the session and it4is also the blue print for the 
financial situation' of the country for another y e s .  
If we accept it as it is, without any specific reference 
to the points to khich we object, then i t  means that 
we are accepting, in principle, all the suggestions 
made by the Head of the Administration and I want 
to make i t  perfectly clear that I am in complete dis- 
agreement with more than one of tke more important 
observations made in His Excellency's speech. I go 
on to say that it is impossible not to refer, in cm- 
junction with tbe Governor's speech, to a speech 
made the following day by the Colonial Secretary. 
I am only quoting it for the purpose of supporting 
my remarks on this Address. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may be initiating a debate 
on a speech apart from t l a t  of the Governor's 
speech. 

Mr. CR,AWFORD: The speech of the Colonial 
Secretary was actually promised by the Governor 
himself. 

hlr. SPEAKER,: I think you should conhe  your 
remarks to the Governor's speech. 

Mr. C U W F O R D :  As Your Honour rules but 
we cannoti forget that we were told on the day after 
these pronoukwements- 

Mr. SPEAKER: Aren't you going contrary to 
my ruling P 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am merely making my 
speech and in doing so it is impossible not to refsr 
to any other official pronouncement on these matters. 
I say, Sir, that on the cne hand we have been toi.1 
about this decrease in revenue which we must ex- 
pect in consequence of the dollar crisis. From an 
equally official source we have been also told that in 
consequence of the same dollar crisis to which the 
CCovernor refers, we shall be expected tot lower our 
standard of living. Wk11, although those specific 
words are not used here, the general import of the 
speech is the same because if we are going to add 
to our expenses, faced with a decrease in revenue, 
it does mean that at least we shall have to retrench 
and cut down the salaries of Governmental ern- 
ployees if we want to try to approximate our ex- 
penditure with our revenue. Though it is possible 
that in certain brackets in government employ x 
decrease in salaries is practiceable, yet still the major- 
ity of people in the Government Service can hardly 
live on what they are getting now. Therefore, we 
ghould make it perfectly plain in our reply to the 
Governor's speech, if ncthing else is mpde clear, that 
we as holders of the purse strings do not intend 
to willingly put the colony into a state of bankruptcy. 
1 am amazed that some of the members who are on 
the Select Committee did not think it necessary t$ 
pay even passing reference to the situation that is 
2nvisaged in the speech before us. It is fraught with 
the most serious, consequences for the future of this 
~ o l o n ~  and at a critical time like this when every 
other West Indian island by means of special com- 
mittees or otherwise is expressing in no uncertain 
terms the opinion of the public on this particular 
matter i t  certainly comes, to say the least of it, 
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with bad grace 'from us, if in the only official pm- 
nouncement we have had so far we ignore it com- 
pletely and do even worse by our silence on the mat- 
ter, giving grounds for the inference that we are 
milling to adopt in principle any suggestions, how- 
ever practicable or impracticable or against the inter- 
ests of the colony, that are put before us. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, are you going to make 
a motion now? 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am going to move that 
the House do now go into C~rnmit~tee on this Address. 

Mr. GARNER: I beg to second that. 
The question that Nr. SPEAKER leave the Chair 

and the House go into Committee on this Addrms 
is put and resolved in the negative, the divisio~ 
being as follows :- 

Ayes: Dr. WESON, Messrs. BRANCKER, CRAW- 
FORD, GARNER, MOTTLEY, DOWDING, and S. A. WAL- 
WTT-7. 

Noes: Messrs. RAMSAY, LEWIS, SMITH, F. L. 
WALCOTT, COX, MAPP, TALMA, ADAMS, BLACKMAN, 
HAYNES, GALE, WILKINSON, WARD, and Dr. CUMMINS 
-14. 

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Speaker,-Before you put 
the question I would like to move an amendmmt 
to this Address. I n  his speech His Excellency says 
"Much time was also occupied in the lower House by 
private members' business which included discus- 
sions leading to the presentation of Addresses, or to 
the passage of legislation relating to such widely di- 
wme matters as the divorce law, the curtailment of 
the powers of the Legislative Council, the disestab- 
lishment and disendowment of the Church of Eng- 
land in Barbados, nationalisation of public util- 
ities, relief works against unemployment, and emi- 
gration." Now, Sir, it would appmr a s  though His 
Escellency considers that an Address has seen paw- 
ed by this House in connection with this matter and 
I think that this is an opportune time to make 
reference to it. As you know, Sir, this matter was 
well debated during the last session.- 

Mr. SPEAKER: What matter are you, talk- 
ing about? 

Mr. HAYNES: The matter of the disestablish- 
ment and disendowment of the Church of England in 
Barbados. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We cannot debate that no- 
Mr. HAYNES: I want to make reference t o  

it in this reply. I am suggesting that1 in place of 
paragraph 4 of this Address as printed, the following 
be inserted :- 

"The House agrees with Your Excellency 
that during the past session much of the 
time of the House was occupied in discus- 
sions on matters introduced by private menl- 
bers, including the question of the dises- 
tablishment and disendowment of the 
Church of England in Barbados ; unfor- 
tunately, however, the session ended before 
a decision was taken in this important mat- 
ter. The House, therefore, respectfully 
requests Your Excellency to send down with- 
out delay for the consideration of the k g -  
islature, the necessary legislation for ths 
disestablishment ana gradual disendowment 
of the Anglican Church in this Island." I 
beg to move that that be paragraph 4 of 
the Reply to His Excellency's speech. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that the hon- 
ourable member is in order. The honourable mem- 
ber is attempting to get in by a side wind i u  
this Reply to His Excellency's speech an Addre.js 
dealing with the question of the disestablishmeut 
and the disendowment of the Church of England in 
Barbados. That part of the honourable member's 

mendment asking His Excellency to send down 
legislation dealing with the disestablishment and 
lisendcwment of the Church of England in Barbs- 
10s is not in order, so far as including it in the re- 
oly to His Excellency's speech is concerned. Of 
:ouree, the House can decide whether my rulillg 
should be upheld or not. 

Mr. FOSTER: I beg to second the amendmeat 
~f the senior member for St. Andrew. 

Mr. RAMSAY: Speaking on the amendment 
[ should like to say- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have ruled the amendment 
to be out of order and I am not going to allow it 

debate on it. 
Mr. LEWIS: I understand your Honour to 

gay that the amendment is not in order. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The matter was under discua- 

gion during the last session and the House reached nqJ 
decision on it. The honourable senior member 
€or St. Andrew is endea~ouring by his amcnd- 
oient, to include in the Reply to His Excellency's 
jpeech a statement which will practically coluud 
the House to saying that it agrees that legislatiort 
should be sent down for the disestaMishm~nt and 
disendowment of the Church of England in Bar- 
bados and I rule it out of order on the ground that 
the honourable member is trying to get In by a side 
wind in this Reply to His Excellency's speech a 
matter which the House discussed d u r i ~ g  the last 
session but on which no decision was reached. 

Mr. LEWIS : I respectfully submit to T o w  
Honour that the senior member for 5t. Andrew 
cannot insert that in this Reply; it would have to 
be inserted on the decision of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I rule it is out of order. 
Nr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker,-I heard an  hon- 

ourable member refer to this Address as  the blue 
print of legislation which will come down to this 
House during this session and I did not hear Your 
Honour object to that statement. His Excellency 
the Governor, a t  page 4 of his speech, says that he 
is sending down Bills such as the Quarantine Bill, 
the Bill to amend the Prjsons Act, the Bill to amen3 
the Apprenticeship Rurmries Act, the Land Acquisi- 
tion and Town and Country Planning Bills, and 
a Public Health Bill and I think that this House 
should tell himt some of the cther things we want 
sent down. If the House agree to the sentiments 
expressed in the amendment of the senior member for 
St. Andrem, I submit that it will be in order to in- 
clude them in this Reply to His Excellency's speech. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I rule it out of order. You 
can make a motion that the question be referred to 
the House and let the House give its decision on it. 

Mr. LEWIS: I would be very reluctant to 
do that. Mr. Speaker, I would like you to direct 
me because my feeling in the matter is that this ia 
the time to mention items such as the one referred 
to by the senior member for St. Andrew. This is ti 
Reply to His Excellency's speech and it should fore- 
shadow legislation which the House would desire 
should be passed. I see no reason why the Houae 
should waste three or four afternoons discussing mat- 
ters with the view of   as sing Addresses and having 
them presented to His Excellency, if we can inclade 
those matters in this Reply. 

Mr  SPEAKER: I rule the amendment out of 
order. 

Mr. LEWIS: m. Speaker,- I am very pleased 
to-day to hear the comment by the senior rmmber for 
St. Philip on the brevity of the reply to His Ex- 
cellency's speech because last year when I tried to 
impress upon the Home that their Reply should 
foreshadow legislation I received no assistance at all. 
The brevity of @te last Reply was satisfactory to 



honourable members and I am very pleased to set. 
a change i n  attitude to-day. 

Mr. CRBWFORD : While I appreciate what the 
honourable member has said I want to assure hils 
that my remarks are not to be construed to mean that 
I am in agreement that the Reply to the Governor's 
speech should foreshadow legislation. Nothing of 
the kind. &s f a r  as legislation is concernq, that is 
the duty of the Government. The tail cannot wag 
the dog; ar lrast it should not. All I am s a y l ~ g  iz 
that  we should reply to any important issues which 
are mentioned in the speech. 

Mr. LEWIS : I still am grateful for the comment, 
this time, that the Reply is brief. I would like to 
say that I too a q e e  to the suggestion that it would be 
well for the House to express some concern about the 
Bnancial condition in khich we are likely to find 
ourselves. But, Sir, judging from the numerous 
Xddresses of which notice has been given since the 
opening of this session I have no doubt that these 
matters will definitely find their way under discussion 
here and the opinon of the Bouse transmitted to His 
Excellency the Governor. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ts the honourable membcr 
yoing to make a nlot'crn ' 

Mr. LEWIS:  So.  Sir, I am co~ninentirig gen- 
erally on the speech and the proposed reply. I 
notice that in paragraph 4 on page 2 of his speech 
His Excellency the Goveln,r has made a mistake and 
it should not go down in history that that is so and 
as far  as I understand the amendment of the senior 
member for St. Andrew, i t  would have corrected 
this mistake. His Excellency says: "much time 
was also occupied in the lower House 'by private 
members' business which included discussions leac?- 
ing t o  the presentation of Addresses or to the pasa- 
age of legislation relating to such widly diverse 
matters as the divorce law, the curtailment of the 
powers of the hgislative Council, the disestablish- 
ment and disendowment of the Church of England 
in Barbados . . . . ." Now, Sir, the discussion, as 
you rightly said, on the disestablishment and dis- 
endowment of the Church of England in Barbados 
led neifher to the presentation of an  Address nor the 
sending down of legislation. No Address on the 
subject of the disestablishment and disendowment 
of the Church of England in Barbados was ever 
presented to the person to whom Addresses are pr.', 
sented. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The expression which Hie 
Excellency used is "leading to the presentation of 
Addresses." 

. Mr. LEWIS:  All right, Sir, if you interprei 
'it that way. I n  my o p i n h  it did not lead so far  
There is one comment I would like t o  make in 
respect of the food crisis. If I understand the 
official pronouneement correctly, it is envisaged thal 
there will not be a heavy reduction in the imports ol 
food; further, there was a further discussion or 
the same subject somewhere else and it was stated 
also officially, that Barbados could not afford !: 
cut down her imports of food. That is what I re 
meniber reading. So f a r  as the tacking on our Es 
timates of Colonial Development and Welfare schemen 
is concerned I take i t  that that cannot be foiste- 
on us. We will have to agree to accept thov 
schemes because of their usefulness to the communitj 
and where they can definitely be undertaken by us 
they mill be shown in the financial position of the c010 
11y. I have no fear on that score becaus~ it -rill be thc 
duty of the House of Assembly to decide these m,:t 
tem and if we get into bankruptcy we certainh- can- 
not blame the Government for it. I t  will be oui 
concern if we do wrong. Now, a t  the top cf page 
of His Excellency's speech, there appears a nurabei 

sf Bills which will be re-introduced. These are Bills 
 hat apparently a t  one time were before the L q -  
islature, if not duning the last session, but in  a 
string of Addresses that have been actually prc- 
sented there was one dealing u7ith rent restriction, 
Sir, and we have got no expression of opinion 03 
that. There is an old Bill that was before this Leg- 
islature dealing with the vital matter of the educz- 
tional policy of this country-the Education Cou- 
solidation Bill-and this is the second occasion on 
which a speech mas made at  the opening of a legis- 
lative session without any comment whatever about 
that Bill. I think it is incumbent upon the Govern- 
ment to let us know what i t  intends t o  do about that 
matter. I n  the second paragraph appearing Qn 
page 4 of his speech, His Excellency uses the word 
"compromise" in connection with the proposal t:, 
remunerate members of the Executive Committce 
and the House of Assembly and I suggest that it 
would have been better if the word "sol~tion" 
(Laughter)had been used instead. I think, Sir, 
that it was not entirely in place for the Head of the 
hdministration to suggest that a "comprcmise" wcs 
necessary; a "solution" is all that he should be in. 
terested in. I n  the last paragraph on page 2,  His 
Excellency says, in counecticn with nominations to 
the Other Place: "But whatever may be the decisiou 
on this specific point I believe that the t i w  is corn- 
ing, if it has not already come, when quite apart 
from the powers of the Legislative Council and with 
no specific political point in view, the membership 
of the Council might well be appreciably increased 
so that wider representation maJ- be given to vari- 
ons ,ihades of opinion in  the community and the 
work of the Chamber facilitated by  the presence 01 
experts on such matters as agriculture, finance and 
the like . . . . ."-&VelI, Sir, we cannot attempt, nor 
would I be a party to attempting, to tell the Head 
of the Administration whom to appoint to the ether  
Place but T feel that i t  would be my duty to say that 
I personally would not welcome the appointment 
of more Civil Servants to that Body. I may be 
wrong but  I read into this statement that perhaps 
the Director of Agriculture and the expected Finau- 
cial Adviser may be put there. It may be a good 
thing for the colony but as fa r  as I can see it now, 
the advice that sucb Civil Servants can give should 
ke freely given to the Government and not necess- 
arily expressed in the Legislature by them. I consiti- 
e r  that i t  may not be out of place for the Housp, 
whether i t  puts i t  in the Reply to His Excellency's 
speech or not, to say that it mould welcome the 
taking of such steps that mill prevent the Other 
Place fmrn destroying legislatim that  h* ljeen 
passed by the people's representatives in this Cham- 
ber. 

Xr .  SPEAKER: I asked the honourable mem- 
ber at  an early stage of his speech if he is going 
to make a motion. 

Mr. LEWIS: No, Sir, I am merely ex- 
pressing what I feel should be expressed on the 
speech that we were pleased to receive from His 
Excellency and the proposals that are to be made 
to this House. I am not proposing any amendment 
but I merely express my own sentiments so that 
even if they are not incorporated in the Reply, re- 
sponsile memfbers of t.his House may, for what they 
are worth, transmit them elsewhere for consideration. 

Nr. WARD: We have heard very much criti- 
cism of the Governor's speech bnt  I feel, Sir, that 
what we should criticise is the Select Committee's 
Report because this House js not in  a position to 
tell the Governor what he should say. The Gov- 
ernor says what he feels and we should reply in our 
way. Although the report is very short I consider 



that it refers to a number of the subject matters 
which have been already dealt with. The Report 
states that the House notes with satisfaction the 
sound financial position of the island; everybody 
shculd realise that after reading His Excellency's 
speech. The Gcvernor himself knows it, so i t  is no 
good telling him the same time over again. What 
His Excellency said about the reduction of imports 
into the island will, if carried into effect, mean a 
reduction in the colony's revenue.As far as the ex- 
penditure is concerned, that is in our hands. If we 
feel that the island cannot afford to spend certain 
monies on certain schemes, it is our duty to say 
that we cannot spend those sums a t  the present 
time and ask the Government to shelve the schemes 
which are not necessary at the present moment.1 beg 
to move an amendment to this Address bp inserting 
the following paragraph to be numbered (4) instead 
of parapgraph (4) as printed in the Address:- 

"4 The House view with grave concern the 
possibility of heavy reduction in imports 
from all sources and trust that all essen- 
tal commodities will be obtained for the 
people of the Island." 

Mr. Speaker, the reason why I feel these words 
should be in the Address is because the Governor 
said that there will be a heavy reduction in imports 
from all sources. We really do not know what 
sources the Governor has a mind and I feel that this 
House knowing conditions as they are t o - d v  in re- 
spect of the food situation, should mk the Governor 
to see that foodstuffs, things that are absolutely 
necessary for the livelihood of this community, 
should not be reduced and that more reductions 
should be made in luxuries which can be done with- 
out for the time being. I n  view of the very hard 
crop year which has just passed in this island and of 
the shortage of food, it should be the great desire of 
everyone to try to encourage the importation of com- 
modities which are absolutely necessary for the peo- 
ple to live on and I consider that this paragraph 
should be inserted in this Addrcss so as to let the 
Governor know how this House feels on this matter. 

Mr. GARNER: I beg to second the amendment. 
It is true that those of us who have read and studied 
the Governor's speech think seriously over his 
warning that there will certainly be a heavy reduc- 
tion in imports from all sources. That statement car- 
rim a lot of weight in this colony because every- 
body knows that Barbados produces very little food- 
stu% and as a result we are passing through a 
period of starvation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Under Rule 141, you cannot 
second the amendment, though you can speak on i t  
if it is seconded by some other honourable member. 

Mr. S. A. WBLCOTT: I 'beg to second the 
amendment. 

Mr. G A m R :  I was interrupted but I will 
still go on. I repeat that in view of the gravity of 
that statement by His Excellency and in view of the 
 reva ailing conditiom-ib is true that Barbados is 
in  for a very terrible time if this drought 5s not 
broken; soma of the crop which wl: have already 
~ l a n t c j  is .drying up-dnyone who knows about the 
con&?ion of our pe.;p;e uill ri& tako that statem~nt 
Zightly and if no mertion 1; ms4c by the Select Com- 
r:li:tccl in their Report atout the sl?riocbness of th? 
food situation 1 attribute it to the fact that the Ee- 
port was prepared in too much of a hurry and the 
honourable members who took part in the ~ r e ~ a r a t i o n  
of i t  can readily be excused for viewing this matter 
so lightly. I do not know if they think that this is 
part of the austerity plan. Up to now, things are 
very serious in this island. People are becoming 

nore and more hungry day after day; some of them 
when they go to their tables to eat are very hungry 
lgain before they finish eating and when they are 
,old that there will be a heavy reduction in imports 
'rom all sources-it does not say from some sources- 
[ think that somebody should issue a warning to those 
n power. Barbados has always been a country with- 
n the austerity plan. While some people revel in 
uxury, the poor inhabitants of this island have al- 
vays had to draw their belts and go to sleep hungry. 
[ say that we cannot afford to 'permit that state of 
iffairs any longer and _I hope that some steps will 
,e taken in the right quarters to see that this state- 
nent is not carried into effect. We cannot afford to 
rtop the people's food from coming in. If the Treas- 
lry went broke we will have to give the people h o d  
o eat. Anyone who has any real idea of what is 
really going on in this country will subscribe to the 
philosophy or agree with me that this is the time to 
~mport our food and see that we get it quickly. Our 
yam crop has failed; sweet potatoes are almost non- 
sxistant.. When a plantation opens a field of pota- 
toes in less than six hours-time the whole field is 
?;one. I do not know what the food situation is going 
to be and I caution anybody who has anything to do 
with this Government to ask His Excellency to re- 
3cind that statement and see to it that as much food 
as possible is imported, so that the inhabitants will 
get something to eat. I pass on to certain expenszs 
which His Excellency has warned us we, in time, 
will have to shoulder. I know that Great Britain is 
going under a financial strain at this moment. Due to 
the fact that the food situation is so serious I have 
great   lea sure in supporting the amendment and I 
hope that when it! is carried to the right quarters, if 
the matter was overlooked in the first instance, i t  will 
not be taken lightly now because each day we are 
getting sunshine and no rain and we are becoming 
worse off. Each day the rain keeps away, we are a 
more hungry people. Our crops are decreasing and 
i t  is true up to a point that our revenue for the 
coming year must be considerably less because our 
staple industry is sugar and when you take a glance 
at the canes at present in the fields you must agree 
that unless by means of some magic wand, there will 
be some great loss in our revenue and I will say that 
taking that into consideration it will be hard on us 
if the British Government threw the burden of 
financing certain schemes back 9.n us. 

Mlr. SPEAKER: The honourable member wa# 
speaking about the propaed reduction in  imports and 
about steps 'being taken to ensure that supplies of 
foodstuffs are obtained for the people in this island 
but the honourable member is going on to something 
else. 

Mr. GBRNER: Well, Sir, I think thab sugar is 
an essential commodity also. Sugar is one of our 
main diets. Anyhow, if Your Honour rules me out of 
order to speak on that point I will bow to your 
ruling. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am only suggesting that we 
should complete the debate on the amendment and 
get it out of the way. 

Mr. GAFLNER: I think I have said all I want 
to say on the amendment. I shall bow to Your 
Honour's ruling but I do say that the Government 
will be well advised-I do not know what is Your 
Honour's attitude towards what has been said here 
to-day-to see to it a t  once that food comes into this 
island for the people, irrespective of the country 
from which i t  is Because there is an 
austerity plan in Great ~ r i t a i n ;  we cannot help her 
in this instance. Quring the War we may have sent 
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our sons but that  was a case of the survival of the 
fittest. Our people cannot afford to make this 
sacrifice. I am told that even now in Great Britain 
the Government gives the children cod-liver oil and 
orange juice to keep away malnutrition and we have 
no such scheme here. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I really think the honourable 
member is going out of order. The whole point 
is that steps should be taken to see that as  much 
food as possible is brought into the island. You are 
now dealing with the question of diet. 

Mr. GARKER: I take i t  that that is a counter- 
part to the scheme. Had it not been for the crisis in 
Great Britain, that statement would not have been 
made by the Gorcrnor. I take i t  as a counterpart 
and that is why I make reference to that. 

Mr. S P E S K E R :  The amendment deals gener- 
ally with all those things. 

Mr. GARNER : As Your Honour rulss. 
Mr. CRAWFORD: I want to suggest to the 

mover of this amendment that he insert a few 
words :- 

Mr. SPEAKER: Have you not spoken al- 
ready ? 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I moved that the House g )  
into Committee on the Address and my motion was 
lost. 

Mr. ADAMS: On a point of order. The hon- 
ourable member spoke on the general motion and 
then he moved an  awmdment @at the House go 
into Committee. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am speaking on this 
amendment that is before the Eouse now. 

Mr. ADAMS: May I sugest to Your Honour 
again on a point of order that if Your Honour ia 
correct in your ruling honourable members can 
speak half a dozen times if there are half a dozen 
ameilclments. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I was suggesting, Sir, that 
the senior member for St. Lucy insert a few words 
in his amendment. I suggest that after the word 
"commdities" the words "or materials needed for 
the production of essential commodities7' he inserted. 
It hm been drawn to my attention that I cannot mov? 
the amendment myself and I am merely suggesting 
to the senior member for St. Lncy to insert thosa 
words in his amendment. Whether he will accept 
my suuggestion or not I do not know. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are dealing with th's 
amendment ? 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Yes, Sir. And I am gi7- 
illg my reason for the suggestion I have made. The 
reason is that one of the restrictions is that materials 
for  capital works will not be allowed to eomc into 
the island unless there is going to be a saving in 
dollars. 
a. SPEAKER: The honourable member has 

already dealt with that matter. 
Mr. CRAWFORD: I merely suggest to the 

honourable member that either he or anybody who 
agrees with his amendment should insert those wordi. 

Mr. TALMA : I rise simply to say that so fa r  
as the amendment moved by the senior member for 
St. Aildrew is concerned- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hare ruled that oilt of order; 
t he re f~ re  you cannot s~ea l r  on it. 

the prerogative to insert anything we want to inse-t 
in this Reply to the Governor's speech. I n  so f a r  as  
the remarks of the senior m i m h r  for St. Philip are 
concerned, there are many points which he raised and 
which one would have thought might have 'been 
stated in other terms. He referred to cerfa:n 
schemes whereby unemployment may be solved- 

Xr. CRtlWFOqD: I am sorry to interrupt the 
honourable member. If he is referring to my re- 
marks I would ask him to tell me where I referred 
to schemes for solving unemployment. 

Mr. TALMA: The honourable member refer- 
red to parts of the Governor's speech which he has 
in mind- 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I cannot allow these mis- 
apprehensions to go abroad in the public Press. 
If the honourable member was sleeping, I should 
like to tell him that the problem of construct:ng 
Erdistcn Training College was solvcd months ago. 
ThaL is not now a project to solve unemployment. IIe 
must know that, if he lives in Garbados. 

Mr. TATJMA: I can listen, and learn and un- 
derstand but the honourable member's memory 
seems to be w r y  short. There are certain schemes 
nxutioned in the Governor's speech; the honourable. 
inember condemas, so to speak, cmtain things that 
have been recommended and I am sugges€?ng tfiat 
more schemes should be included and implemented io 
relieve nnenl ploymen t.  

Mr. SPEAKER: Honourable members are mak- 
ing specches which lead to nothing being done. 

Mr. GALE: I beg to move the insertion of 
"or goods needed for capital development or mats- 
rials needed for the production of essential commo- 
dities" after the words " commo.111 ]eh7 in th* ametlci- 
ment of the senior member for St. Lucy. 

Mr. WARDl: I accept the amendment of the 
junior member for  St. Wchael. 

X r .  RAMSAY: Xr. Speaker,-It is indzed 
very difficult for honourable members to follow the 
amendments to this Address as intelligently as they 
might and although I am somewhat in sympathy with 
the amendment of the senior member for St. Lucy, 
yet I think it is superfluous. I will tell you why I 
think so, Mr. Speaker. If  we read paragraph 3 of 
the Address and if we are not quibbling-and I know 
we are not-we will accept the Address as it is. 
Paragraph 3 says:- "The House fully appreciate 
the many matters of importance referred to in Your 
Excellency 'S speech and assure Your Excellency that 
any measures for  the good of the island"--that is 
the sum total of the whok thing-"will, whm laid 
before the House, receive their careful and sympa- 
thetic consideration." What the senior member for  
St. Lucy has added amounts to the same thing. If 
we were to go into His Excellency's speech and reply 
to i t  in detail i t  would require reams of paper. I 
am going to make a suggestion and i t  is this. When 
His Excellency the Governor is pleased to make a 
speech in  future, let the House of Assembly write i t  
for him. (Laughter j . 

The question that the amendment proposed by 
the senior member for St. Lucy be paragraph 4 of 
thir Address is put  and resolved in  the aflirn~ative 
without division. 

Mr. TALMA: I &intend .to speak an both 
amendments. 1 feel, Sir, that in view of the fact t h ~ t  
a Co~;.:nittee has been appointed by this House 23 

prepare the R,eply to the Governor's speech 
everycne of us should have the right to express our 
sentiments in a matter of this sort and any inser- 
tions that are to be ,made can only be made a t  this 
stage. I certainly feel that we should be granted 

Mr. ADAMS: If your Honour will permit me 
to speak during the extra ten minutes I will say that 
i t  jS merely because of my position in the  11011se that 
I feel I should reply to one or two points. I do not 
want to say anything that affects matters which seem 
to be controversial but if we are to follo-,v rwognized 
practice-I say this with great respect tg Your 
Honour and &&out even w suggestion that I am 
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questioning your ruling-it seems to me that this 
House may very well draw attention to the  fact. that 
it does not approve of any legislation sent down by 
the Governor or suggest to him that i t  would like 
certain legislation sent down. That is the normal 
English practice. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I do not think that we can 
debate that now. 

Mr. ADAMS : I should like to remind honourable 
members that the late Mr. Walter Reece, while he 
was a member of this House, had stated on more than 
one occasion that i t  is not necessary to do more than 
thank the Governor for his speech and say that the 
Howe will give favourable consideration to what he 
sends down. I think the junior member for St. 
James must have, from his long and valuable ex- 
perience in  this House, realized that and influenced 
the other members of the Select Committee to be 
brief in their Report. It is only in recent years, 
since some long-winded people like myself got into 
the House and were in  opposition to the Government, 
that all sorts of long statements were made in the 
Reply to the speech which the Governor delivered 
a t  the opening of a legislative session. The Reply 
is intended to be a reply to a comment on current 

.events and i t  is surprising that the senior member 
for St.  Philip differs from what this Address implies 
when remember that the junior member for St. 
Lucy is the Chairman of the Select Committee that 
submitted the Report. The amendment which has 
just been passed is an excellent thing but I do wish 
honourable members would remember that even 
though i t  is considered that some of us are nit-wits 
all of us are 11ot. Does anybody seriously consider 
that if the Government could import goods cheaply 
and in large quantities it mill refuse to do so ? We are 
not yet a Republic. We can draw to the Govern- 
ment's attention that such and such a measure is 
going to hit us hard, as we did on the occasion when 
i t  was proposed that the importation of manure should 
be restricted but  to give the impression that this 
Government could import foodstuffs and will not do 
so, is to talk as if we were a republic. As regards 
the allegations about tacking on to the Estimates 
expenditure in connection with schemes like Erdiston 
Training College, the only reason for doing that ih 
to save time; this expenditure will eventually be met 
from Colonial Development and Welfare fulids. There 

v revenue is no additional expenditure which a fallin, 
would have to meet. As far  as the nomination of 
members to the Other Place is concerned, of course 
i t  mould be wrong, in my opinion, for us to say any- 
thing except that we are determined that they shall 
not upset the will of the members of this House. 
Speaking for myself, if experts are to be appointed 
to the Other Place, provided they cannot upset any 
policy of this Chamber, i t  should be an excellm: 
thing. There should not be two Legislative Assem- 
blies. There should be one Legislative Assembly 
consisting of members elected by the people and the 
Other Place can be an assembly of experts in business 
and agriculture or anything else' to advise us. I 
hope the time mould soon come when we shall abolish 
the Other Place or transform i t  into a purely ad- 
visory body. 

The question that this Address, as amended, do 
now pass is put  and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

Mr. AMAMS: Mr. Speaker,- I n  accordance 
with Rule 30, I suggest that Your Honour commun- 
icate with the Governor and a rnnqe  for the prcsenta- 
tion of this Address. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I shall do so and shall com- 
municate to this House the date and the time which 
have been arrabged. , 

At  this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SPEAKER adjourns the 
House until 2.45 p.m. in accordance with Rule 40 (a) .  

SUSPEKSION O F  RULE 61 ( A )  

On reassembling, 
Mr. Ar)AibLS : Mr. Speaker,-There are no r e p k s  

to questions ready and I am asking leave to move for  
the suspension of Rule 61 (a)  i n  order to proceed 
with Cloveriuintnt Business. 

There being no objection. the hon. member wna 
granted leave to make the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that  Rule 61 (a) 
;be now suspended. 

Dr. C U m I N S  seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
under Goverimlent Business stands in the name of 
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph-to 
move the House into Committee of Supply to consicl- 
er the grant of sums of money for the service of the 
Colony. 

Mr. ADAMB : I beg to move that Your Honou: . 
do now leave the Chair and the House go into Com- 
mittee of Supply. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

His Honcur left the Chair, and the House went 
into Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY being in the 
Chair. 

SUPPLEMENTARY RESOLUTION RE ORGAN- 
ISATION FOR DEALING WITH REMI!I"I'ANCES 

O F  WORKERS I N  U.S.A. 

Dr. CUMMINS : This Resolution, Mr. Chair- 
man, is for £200 to supplement resolution No. 41 oi 
the 30th of April, 1947, to provide the necessary 
staff and stationery for, and to meet incidental en- 
penses in connection with the carrying on of aid 
organisation for banking the compulsory savings of 
Barbadian worker6 employed in  the U.S.A., for  the 
payment to their nominees of the allotments author- 
ised tg  be paid under the t e r m  of the workers' con- 
tracts, for the payment of any Court order in 
respect of the maintenance of any persons depend- 
cnt on the workers. for the reimbursement of any 
monies paid by the Government of Barbados in 
respect of duties in the U.S.A., and in respect of 
advances made to the workers by way of cash or in  
order to effect insurance. 

This Resolution is of a simiIar type to those 
which come before us from time to time. As honour- 
able members are aware, it has to do with the voting 
of money to carry on the estabhhment which is a t  
present working to carry out the terms of an agres- 

0 em- ment in connection v i th  money remitted by th- 
igrants in the U.S.A. I understand, Sir, that it is 
felt in some quarters that the time has come when this 
organisation should be done away with. I take 
this opportunity to say that in  my opinion and ia 
the opinion of the Government this organisation 
cannot be abandoned .because there are still about 
400 or 500 emigrants in the U.S.A. Consequently 
we have to carry on the organisation until that num- 
ber of emigrants has been substantially reduced b ~ -  
fore we can think of doing away with it. I beg t o  
move that this Resolution do now pass. 



HOUSE -- 
Air. BLACKMAN: 1 beg to second that. 
Mr. D'OWDING: The honourable mover of thc 

passing of this Resolutioli has suggested sorne,hmg 
about doing away with this organisation ;.I hope that 
'before it is done away with the money which these 
workers have paid by way of income tax since 1944 
will be forthcoming to them. These people have no1 
yet got this money which is due to them ancl I would 
like some information from the honourable member 
a s  to why this is so. It is very hard for people who 
have worked for money in U.S.A. to be suffering in 
this island and unable to  get that money. I have 
spoken with several people who have been to me in 
connection with this matter; I have examined one 
of these people's papers and I am quite certain that 
there is an amond of more than $20 dut to him sinct 
1945. This is now almost 1948 and I would like some 
information as to this matter. 

Xr.  NOTTLEY: Cefore this money i\ votLd, 1 
would like to know one or two things. I would like to 
know firstly if this Department has been given an effi- 
cient staff to deal with the auditing of accounts. I un- 
derstand that several requests have been made to the 
Government quite recently in this connection and 
nothing has been done. I would also like to know 
if a Department which is responsible for several mii- 
lion dollars should be carried on without some special 
means of auditing accounts. I mould further like to 
know if the Government has given effect to the re- 
quests made quite recently for the appointment of 
sumebody connected with Government auditing to 
look after the auditing of these accounts. 

Mr. WILKINSON: Before the honourabl? 
member replies, I would like to support the reinarks 
of the honourable senior member for St. George. I 
have also been interviewed by some of the 
men who went to U.S.A. in 1945. Thep have 
worlied for good money, it is true, illcome tax 
has been deducted and they were told that if they 
returned to Barbados within a certain time their 
income tax would be refunded. I understand thzt 
the payment of these funds has 'been deferred since 
1944. I hope that the Government will clo t h ~ ; r  best 
to speed up the payment of this money if it is due. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I do not know what money hon- 
ourable members are referring to but I proniise that 
I will make wme enquinies about it. As regards the 
remarks of the honourable senior member for the 
City,lthis is the first time that I have heard anything 
about any request having bee= made for the auditing 
of accounts at  this Department. For obvious reasons, 
that i q  unknown to me and I will make enquiries 
about that matter as well. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I am tone of those persons who 
feel that this organisation might have been conducted 
to help persons who have been to the U.S.A. for the 
first two years but after that it would seem to bp 
ou t  of place. The money advanoed to these people 
by the Government must have been repaid or arnange- 
ments should have been made for i t  to be repaid 
within the first period of their engagement. The pay- 
ment of Court orders i n  respect of the maintenance 
af persons dependent on the workem would seem to 
be an  infringement of the right of these workers to 
do as they like with their wages. There are people 
working in places like Curacao and Aruba and these 
focilities have not been set up  for them. I take it that 
this organisation had to be set u p  because the Govern- 
ment had to insure the people who were leaving 
here and make advances to them when they landed 
in the U.S.A. TJndoubtedly the Government set 
u p  this organisation t o  collect the money that 
was loaned to these people and to faailitate the pay- 
ment of Court orders and things of that sort. I 

think that that stage has been passed; these workers 
are now engaged for  a longer period than was a t  
first intended and I think that they should be allowed 
to remit money to their families as they think fit; 
Otherwise the Government should give every Barba- 
dian worker these rame facilities: l think it is right 
that these workers should have their money remitted 
direct to their relatives and dependants and they 
should be able to do as they like with the money for 
which they work. That, I say, is the pre.:criptive 
right of every wage-earner. I feel that with emigra- 
tion a t  thp stage, unless we are going to have emi- 
gration to the U.S.A. in future. this organisation has 
served iLs usefulness and must be stopped. 1 repeat 
that these people must have repaid the Government 
and they must be allowed to remit money in the way 
they want to remit it. I think the organization was 
an attempt for the Government easily to get hold 
of the American money and give people the 
West Indian equivalent. I am wondering whether 
i t  is not an infringement of the right of the 
i ld iv id~~al  to tale  his money and pay i t  out. 
I think that the Government should keep out of thi,. 
busliness altogether and let the people remit their 
money as they bave been doing for decades 

Mr. FOSTER: I think that this organisation ,,S 

one of the best orgaruisations that could have beeli 
set up. The emigrants can realise some money. I 
bave received a letter from a fPiend of mine in 
Panama to the effect that hundreds of people arc 
awaiting repatniation to this country. A few of them 
have already been repatriated. As Churchwarden of 
St. Andrew I say that there are a few of them in 
the A1rnshou.c~ ; they (are naked, pemiless and everg- 
thing else. If we allow this organisation to fall 
through, I presume that the majority of ~hese  work- 
ers will come back here in the same condition. There- 
fore I think that this organbtion is one of the best 
organisations that the Government could ever have 
thought of. 

Mr. TALMA: If this Resolution is properly read 
it will be seen that it is a supplementary Resolution 
to provide the necessary staff, stationery, and so 
forth, to carry on what has been carried on for  many 
years. The question which has been raised by the 
~oiiourable senior member for St.  George relative TO 

the payment of income tax is one which has engaged 
my attention for some time and I happen to know 
something about. The position is that income tar: 
has been deducted from the earnings of workers in 
the U.S.A. and i t  seems as i f  certain people who 
have been there are being taxed again. That is not 
a very satisfactory state of affairs. The wor& 
"duties incurred" have been used in the Resolution 
and the questlion really is what the word "duties" 
means if i t  means anything a t  %all. If we can define 
"duties" then we can understand the whole sitnabion. 
I am not yet clear as to  what this word meam. The 
whole crux of the matter hangs on the meaning of 
thi3 word. I know from personal ex~errience that 
many workers have suffered the greatest hardship in 
being taxed twice. That is what I suppose the honour 
able seniar member for St. George has referred to. 

Mr. DOWDING: I am not quite clear as to what 
the last speaker was talking about. 

Mr. TALMA: I merely attempted to explain 
what the honourable member was trying t~ say. 

Mr. DOWDING: I thank the honourable senior 
member for St. Thomais for his reply and I regret 
that he cannot give me any more inforlnati~n. 1 
feel that this is a very serious state of affairs which 
should be gone into very forcibly. These people 
went to the U.S.A. and worked for  their money a 
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part  of which was deducted according to the law 
i n  the U.S.A. for the payment of income tax. If 
they worked for under $500 the amount deducted 
for income tax was to be refunded to them; if they 
worked for over that m o u n t  a certain percentage of 
the money that was collected, according to the amount 
they worked for_ was to be returned to them here. 1 
have been to the Labour Office and enquired {into this 
case of payment due since 1945 in particular. I 
know from the time I was (in the U.S.A. that income 
tax is regulated from year to year. I cannot under- 
stand why this money has not been paid to these 
people. I understand that even in respect of 1944 
people have not received what is due to them. I 
hope that this organisation will not be abbandoned 
until these people are told exactly whai the cause 
for the delay of the payment of this money is, and 
when they will receive the money which is due a d  
owing to them. 

The queaion that this Resolution do non- pats 
was put  and resolved in the affirmtatire without 
division. 

The Resolution was passed. 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, aeconded by Mr. 

TALMA. the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of one 
Resolution in Comm(ittee a d  that the Committee had 
asked for leave to sit again. 

The House resumed and Mr. SPEAKER reported 
accordingly. 

On mobions of Nr .  ADAMS seconded in each case 
by Mr. TALM*, the R&olution passed in Committee 
was read a first and second time and agreed to. 

FISHISti IND~TSTRY CONTROL REGmATIONS 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order of the n a p  
stands in the name of the honourable sen<or membel. 
for Christ Church:--To move the passing of the 
following Resolution : Resolutlion to approve Regula- 
lions made by the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
under section 5 of the Fishing 1nclustr~- Control 
Act, 1947 (1947-4). 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to move that this Resolution 
do now pass. These Regulations speak for them- 
selves; they are really made for the purpose of safe- 
guardling the lives-of the fishermen; enabling t h e 3  
to obtain bigger and better fishing boah and ensur- 
ing that the fishing ~ i n d u s t r ~  is carried on on a 
lwtter basis than was the case in the past. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. GARNER: I would appreciate if the Houce 

would go {into C~mmittee on these Regulations; I 
beg to move that Your Honour do now leave th? 
Chair and the House go into Committee on these 
Regulations. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT seconded the motion wh'ich 
was agreed to. 

His Honour left the Chair, and the House weqt 
into Committee on the Regulabions, Xr. RAMSAY 
being in the Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Before we proceed I should 
like to slay that i t  is the decision of the Chair that 
rhese Regulations be dealt with one by  one because I 
feel that the House want them to be dealt with in 
that way. 

Regulation 1 was read and passed. 
Regulatlions 2 was read as follows :- 
2. I n  these Regul,ations 

"the Act" means the Fishing Industry Con- 
trol Act, 1947 ; 

"fishing boat" means any boat which is used 
for the purpose of capturing fish for gain; 

" inspector ' ' means an  inspector appointed 
m d e r  the provisions of the Act; 

"owner" in relattion to a fishing boat in- 
cludes the person having for  the time being  he 
prindipal charge and care of such fishing boat; 

"year" means the period of twelve months 
beginning on the first day of October (and end- 
ing on the thirtieth day of September nzxt 
following. 
Mr. TBLMA: I beg to move that Regulation 2 

stand part of these Regulations. 
Mr. BLACKMAN : I k g  to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: I should like to ask whether this 

definition d a fishing boat is sufficient to cover a new 
boat. I have a n  opinion as to the deihition of a new 
boat and i t  is that a new boat would be a boat which 
is to be used for  capturing &h. According to this 
definition here it would mean that the boat has baen 
prevtiously used for  capturing fish. 

Mr. T A M A :  I should like to draw to the atten- 
tion of the honourable member that these are Regula- 
tions whereby all fishing boats whether they be new 
or old will be reglistered. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : That does not answer the 
point raised by the honoumble junior member for the 
City. The honourable member's paint is that a new 
boat could not be registered because it has not been 
used for capturing fish. 

Dr. CUMMINS: Regulation 3 (1)  di l l  answer 
that question. It says: "No fishing boat shall gut  to 
iea 1ulles4 it has beell inspected and registered in 
accordance with the provi$ions of these Regdatiom.'' 

The question that Regulation 2 stand part of 
these Regulations was put and resolved lin the affirm- 
ative without dividion. 

Regulation 2 was passed. 
Regulabion 3 was read as follows :- 
3. (l) No fishing boat shall put  to sea unless 

it has been inspected and registered in accordance 
with the a£ these Regulations. 

(2)  In  the event of failure to comply with 
the provisions of this Bgulat ion in respect of any 
fishing boat, the -er of such fishing boat shall be 
liable for  such failure. 

(3) No proceediings shall be taken in re- 
spect of (any failure to comply with the provisions of 
this Regulation until the expiration oif three months 
after the coming into operation of these Regulation?. 

Mr. TBLMA: I beg to move that Regulation 3 
stand part of these Regulations. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  I would like to take this oppor- 

tunity to say that I have heard of a Fishery Officer 
who has an  office somewhere in  Queen's Park con- 
nected with the Department of Science and Agricul- 
ture. We are now regulating the fishing indmtry 
and hitherto this Officer has not had to register 
these boats. I am wondering if this Officer will 
require a staff to do this work or  whether the QOV- 
ernment considers that he already has this staff to 
do this work as I see i t  in these R~gulations. 

Mr. SMITH: I would like to know who this 
inspector is going to be, whether he mill be a person 
appointed locally, whether he will be imporfed and 
whether he will be one who knows about fishing boats. 

Mr. TALMA: I feel that information such as 
bcen asked for should be within the grasp of those 
]iolloll~-ablc members who hare asked for it. The h011 
jul~ior member for the City should know the answer 
to his ,question in view of the fact. that he is a senior 
member of this Assembly. In order to answer that 
question specifically I should like to state there is a 
fi'ishe? y Officer, there is an Assistant known as in- 



spector and there is a small staff which happens to 
!,e l-imctioning fairly well up to now. As necessity 
x ' r  es, as soon as the fWing i ~ i d u s t ~ y  is enlarged 
as boo11 as bigger and betLer boats are ill 
the various centres a bigger staff will be provided 
to do the work involved. 

Mr. SMITH : My reason for trying to find out 
~ h o  this inspector is going to be is this; there is a 
lot of dissatisfaction among the fishermen at  Tent 
Bay because i t  is said that the Fishery Officer hau 
valued their boats a t  little or nothing. It is said 
that a i+oat which costs $400, particularly a new boat 
has been valued a t  $200. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I wonder if the honourabie 
member is speaking from the point of view of in- 
surance. 

Mr. SMITH : I want to know about the valuation 
of these boats because, as I say, there is much dia- 
satisfaction among boat owners and fishermen at  
Tent Bay as to the valuation of the boats. 

Mr. TALMA: The point is to know how much 
money can be loaned on an economic basis. The ob- 
ject of the valuation of the boats is to know how 
much money ean be loaned as in the case of a mort. 
gage. 

Nr. SMlTH: If this Officer has undervalued the 
boats people will not be able to get much money 
loaned on their boats. I n  my opinion, that makes the 
case worse because if they are valuing these boat3 
with the expectation of making loans by way of 
security and they are undervaluing the boats, the 
fishermen will get very little money on their boats. I 
hope that this inspector will be someone who knows 
about building boats. The Fishery Officer may not 
know how much money is required to build a boat. 
I repeat that I b p e  this inspector will know some- 
thing &bout building boats and how much money is 
required to build a boat to-day . 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I n  borrowing money oa 
anything you do not get the full value of i t ;  you get 
a reasonable amount. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I support the honourable 
junior member for St. Joseph in the question which 
he has asked. I do not want to know the name of 
the person who will be the inspector but I should 
like to know what method is going to be employed 
in inspecting these boats. These are new Regulations 
ma,de and they must affect a number of poor people 
who work for their living by the flshing industry 
and people who invest their savings in fishing boats. 
Certainly this Committee is entitled to know some- 
thing as to the method which is going to be adopted 
in inspecting these boats before we pass something 
which will affect a number of people. I am wonder- 
ing if the honourable senior member for Christ 
Church can tell us what method will be adopted in 
the inspection of these boats. 

Mr. TALMA : The object of this Resolution 
is to provide the means whereby proper assistace 
will be granted the fishermen. If the opposition 
feels that these Xegulations should not be passed, 
they are delaying the hands of progress. These 
Regulations are the means whereby the fishermen 
will be given assistanre and the oppositim is adopt- 
Ing a Zaissez faire policy. We are making an effort 
to give assistance where the fishing industry is 
concerned and we are meeting opposition 
from people who should render assistance in matters 
of this nature. We have a F1ishery Officer and an 
Inspector; we are petting a bigger staff and here i t  
is that we are getting opposition even from among 
our own ranks. 

Mr. 1PZOTTLEY: I have no intention of delay- 
ing any legislation in this Rouse; when I feel like 
talking I will talk. T agree with the honaurable juni- 

)r member for St. Joseph, these are new Regulatious 
m d  nobody, least of all myself, would attempt to de- 
.ay the passing of Regulations which will have the 
~Eect  of assisting the fishing industry. I am not inter- 
:sted in the inspector or anything like that. Regula- 
tion 3 (1) says: "No fishing boat shall put to sea un- 
less i t  has been inspected and registered in  accordance 
with the provisions of these Regulations. ) ' What I 
am asking is this: what type of inspection is going to 
be carried out? They may appoint somebody who 
knows about racing or anything else to do this job 
but he may not know anything about fishing boats. 

Mr. F'. L. WALCOTT : I have no desire to delay 
the passing of these Regulations. In a Regulation 
you cannot state specifically the method of doing 
anfling. The question asked by the honourable 
senior member for the City is childbsh in  the extreme 
because, I repeat, you cannot tin a Regulation state 
the method by which you are going to do anything. 
If you do that you are putting in someth,ing which 
you cannot foresee. You want to inspect the boa:'s 
for  their seaworthiness; lit is not so much a question 
as to the method you are going to adopt. Can you 
say that you are getting something by which you will 
measure the beams of the boats or the banks on 
which the boats are going? What method can you 
envisage to say that that lis the method which you are 
going to use to inspect these boats? Are you going 
to s y  "Let us bring in some fishillg fleets from Nova 
Scotia and let us use this or that method of inspec- 
tion?" I should like to say that any honourable 
member who, a t  this stage, would t r y  for  any r e s o n  
to make the passing of these Regulations a difficulty 
is being more or  less ungrateful. During the War 
years when we suffered terribly from the want of 
fish and the fishermen could not get the means of 
putting their boats out to sea, the Government came 
to their rescue. Normally the fishermen would not 
have been able to help themselves and I am pleased to 
see that the Government is now seeling to it that these 
fishermen have proper boats. It is all very well for 
people to talk abqut helping the poor bu t  there are 
those who only help the poor when they are dead and 
gone. Som~etimes fishermen have to work boats for 
people and we should be interested lin seeing that 
these fishmermen go to work in  boats i n  which their 
%ves can be protected. The fishermen have the right 
to go to sea in boats which are seaworthy and it is 
the duty of the Government to see that  they aye thus 
protected apart from any sentiment as to  whose pock- 
ets are touched. To my m h d  the method of in- 
specting the boats is a matter of detail and this is 
only drawing a red herring across the trail. 

Mr. CHAIFUUN: I want to dnaw this matter 
to the attention of the Committee. If a n  honourable 
member rises to speak and another honourable mem- 
ber catches the eyes of the Chair, !it is the duty qf 
the honourable member wh'o rose to speak to take 
his seat. 

Mr. SMITH: I do not want to oppose this 
Resolution; I simply want to know if this inspector 
o r  officer knows anything about the cost: of building 
a fishing boet, because the honourable member in  
charge of the Resolution tells me that the officer is 
valuing these boats as security for the purpose of 
loans being made by the Government. Any person 
can be an inspector of a boat because if the body of 
the boat does not take in water he will believe that i t  
is seaworthy; but the inspector ma,y not be in  a pos- 
ition to value the boat correctly. He may not know 
how many pounds of nails are required for building 
I boat or anything like that. I want to s a feqa rd  
he fishermen; I do not want to oppose the Resolution 
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i n  any way. I do not want any hardship to be cre- 
ated on the fishermen and i t  is for that reason that 
1 asked the question. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : I have said on several occa- 
sions that whenever the Leader of the House or any 
member of the Government rises to speak I am going 
to hear him. 

Mr. ADAMS: While I am embarrassed by 
what you, Mr. Chairman, have said, there is a preced- 
ent for it in the House of Commons although I do 'not 
want by any means to avail myself of it. With great 
respect to honourable members I think that the hon- 
ourable member in  charge of this Resolution is taking 
some of these things too seriously. Does my col- 
league seriously suggest that' if, for instance, he has 
to present his motor-car for inspection and some car 
owner who may not know the real value of the car 
~ a l u e s  it, the Government is not going to find out 
what is the real value of the car? You get somebody 
valuing a property at ~€2,800 and somebody else 
will value i t  a t  S5,000. These things happen all 
the, time. I t  is the dqty of the Government to have 
motor vehicles, fishing boats, and so on inspected. 
All we are asking here is for an inspector td inspect 
and value these boats so as to see whether they are 
seaworthy or not. If the inspector does not know 
his job a report can be made to the Colonial Secre- 
tary and he mill appoint someone who knows his 
job. The honourable junior member for St. JOS- 
eph seems to have forgotten that we voted money t? 
send out the Fishery Officer to take a course and ~t 
is to be presumed that he knows something about his 
job. 

At this point, it now being 3.30 p.m., Mr. 
SPEAKER took the Chair and stated that i t  was now 
time for the consideration of Private Members' Busi- 
ness. 

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (B) .  

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to move for the sus- 
pension of Rule 61 (b) in order to continue Govern- 
ment Business. These Regulations are of s d c i e n t  

importance that we should pass them this afternoon. 
There being no objection the honourable member 

was granted leave to make the motion. 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (b) 

be now suspended. 
Mr. TALMA seconded the motion which was agreed 

to. mJ 
FISHING IKDUSTRY CONTROL REGULATIONS. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When the time for Private 
Members' arrived the House was in  Committee on 
a Resolution to approve Regulations made by the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee under Section 5 
of the Fishing Industry Control Act, 1947 ( 1 9 4 7 4 ) .  

Mr. ADBMS : Before the consideration of this 
Resolution is resumed, it may be in order to point 
out that as far  as these Regulations are concerned- 
I thank your Honour for reminding me-there is 
a ruling by the Attorney General rts to the power 
of the House to amend these Regulations as distinct 
from rejecting them if honourable members disap- 
prove of them. I do not know if it is the intention of 
honourabl_e members to amend the Regulations; if i t  
is their intention to do so, I sugpest that we postpone 
consideration of this Resolution until we know wheth- 
er the Acting Attorney General is also of the opinioll 
expressed by the Attorney General. If honourable 
members feel that we can pass them; but if they have 
any intention to amend any of them I suggest that 
we postpone consideration of the Resohtion. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House re- 
sumed Committee on the Regulations, Mr. RAMSAY 
being in the Chair. . 

C13AW&'ORD : 
Besolution of 

I t  
'this 

is customary in intro- 
sort for the introducer 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House was in  
Committee on these Regulations we were discussing 
Regulation 3. 

Mr. LEWIS:  There is a lot to be said for every 
point of view that has been expressed in connection 
with this Regulation. I n  order that we may get 
ahead with the oonsideration of these Regulations I 
am making a suggestion and i t  is this; I feel that all 
that is necessary to be done is for the honourable 
member in charge of this Resolution to assure hon- 
ourable members that the Government will appoint 
persons who are capable of making this inspection 
w d  when that is done we can only rely on them. We 
are dealing with the inspection and registration of 
fishing boats; we are dealing with people who have 
followed the rule-of-thumb method-a very' primitive 
method which they have enjoyed-and we have to be 
very careful about interfering with these people. I 
am in  sympathy therefore with honourable members 
who have expressed some anxiety about this matter. 
I repeat that, in my opinion, all that is necessary 
to be done now is for the Government member in 
charge of this Resolution to give honourable members 
the assuranc'e that none but the best person mill be 
appointed to do this work. We have heard that i t  is 
not lawful for us to amend these Regulations and if 
anything is even wrong with them we cannot alter 
i t ;  we will h=ve to reject all the Regulations. We have 
to bear that in mind in dealing with a Resolution of 
this sort and therefore honourable members' questions 
must be answered as well as possible. It is not the 
law of the land for us to amend these Regulations. 

'o make a few remarks outlining the policy which 
:he Regulations more or less seek to put  into practice. 
Now these are Regulations to an Act of which, ap- 
3arently) the minds of honourable members need a 
d t l e  refreshing. That is all there is to the matter. 
Cf in introducing the Resolution some attempt, no  
matter how brief i t  was, had been made to remind 
honourable members of the policy of the particular 
Act and of the general principle underlying these 
Regulations, we should not now have all these ques- 
tions being asked and all this protracted debate 
laking place. 

Ms. GARNER.: I do not khink that all is well 
with ihese Regulations. I am not------ 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I want the honourable mem- 
oer to deal with Regulation 3. 

Mr. GARNER: That is as fa r  as we have got, 
Mr. Chairman. I do not think that all is well with 
these Regulations down to Regulation 3. We have 
just passed an Act and we have passed a Resolution 
€or S3,000 in  connection with the fishing industry. 
Everybody in the community knows that meat is 
acarce and we have' to depend upon the fishermen to 
:atch fish so that we can get it w t h  our meals. Fish 
is an essential article of diet and I do not see why 
we should make all these Regulations and place them 
around the necks of the people who are putting food 
into other people's mouths. 1 feel that these Regu- 
lations are laudable but this is not the time for 
making them. We have just been considering the 
Governor's Speech as to the position facing the 
colony and I do not see why we should be putting 
a ring around the fishermen's necks. This is foolish- 
ness; i t  is-- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable member 
mmt  llot refer to matters in  this House as  foolishness. 

Mr. GARNER: It does not make sense. We 
tave already voted ~33,000 in connection with the 
fishing industry and these people may not be able to 
comply with these Regulations. The honourable 
junior member for St. Joseph is quite correct i n  



asking that question. I n  other words, he wants to 
be assured that the boats will be valued by someone 
who knows about them. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable senior 
member for St. Joseph has said that the Government 
will not appoint anybody to do this job unless the 
person is capable of doing it. 

Mr. GARNER: It would be well if this Com- 
raittee were to reconsider their opinion as to these 
Regulations. We have just had Regulations------ 

Mr. CHAIRMAX: There is a Rule of this 
House, I think i t  ia No. 185 which says that honour- 
able members must not interrupt when a debate is 
taking place. If the interruption continues I shail 
have to call the names of honourable inembers. That 
will be very uncomfortable but i t  will have to be done. 

Mr. GARNER: l was saying that l would 
counsel this Committee to go cautiously with these 
Regulations because we know the effect of the Dairy 
Regulations on that industry. People have to keep 
their premises under certain conditions before they 
can sell milk and the plantations have refused to 
keep cows and sell milk; and when you open a tin 
of condensed milk i t  goes in two minutes. On 
account of the Regulations the poor people cannot 
get any fresh milk. If you take this particular in- 
dustry unless you are going to assist it------ 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: There are several Regula- 
tions before us and 1 would like the honourable mem- 
ber to confine his remarks to the particular 
Regulation. 

Mr. GARNER : 1 think that I am dealing with - 

Regulaticil 3. Regulat~ou 3. (1) says this: "No 
fishing boat shall put to sea unless i t  has been in- 
spected and registered in accordance with the pro- 
visions of these Itegulations." I t  will mean that if 
these Regulations are enforced the fishermen w1Kl not 
be able to put their boats to sea and we will not be 
able to get any fish. I have just clrawn a11 analog:- 
as  to the Dairy Regulations which prevent people 
from getting milk; and I say that it would be wis: 
for this Committee to allow these Ii,egulation,s to 
remain over until the food situation is a little easier. 
Do not let us put  auy rings around these people's 
necks; they are unable to carry out thew I:egulaiion\. 
I t  is all very well and good for us to talk about pass 
ing these l3egulations but when the fishermen cannot 
put  their boats to sea they will almast damn the pass- 
ling olf these Regulations to-day; they will be sorry 
that you ever lent them money for the purpose of 
repaiying their boats. I say that all of them mill not 
get this money and are we going to send a carpenter 
to do a shoemaker's job? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The hononrable senior mem- 
ber for  St. Joseph made the position clear long ago. 

Mr. GARNER: They always do that and 1; e are 
not sune that they are absolutely divorced from that 
procedure. It is a s  well, therefore, that we ask 
questions about it. I think it would be well for us 
to put aside these Regu1at;ions until the food situation 
eases a bit. 

Mr. GALE : The strain of honourable members' 
remarks would make i t  appear as if the Government 
i s  trying to h b d e r  the fishing hdus;rv,  not to en- 
aouragie it. We have already passed a Bill for the 
encouragement of the fishing industq- in these parts, 
and I take &t that these Regulations were made b;- the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee to encourage the 
industry, not to harpper i t  I fail to see the reason 
for all this controversy. If a schooner is goin? ont 
to sea a certificate has to be obtained from the Har- 
bour and Shipping &Taster to the effect that it iq 
seaworthy; and the Government (is od>- asking here 
that if a fishing boat is going out to sea a cefiificate 
be obtained from the inspector to the effect that the 

boa" LS seaworthy. The valuation of the boat has a 
nothing to do with that; what the reason is for all 
this fuss over the passing of these Regulations, I do 
not: know. 

Mr. TAl2f.A: The abject of making the loans is 
to cause the boats to be seaworthy and the object 3 of appointing the inspector is to have the boats 
valued in order to see how Government funds are 
being dealt with. The object of this debate is 
incomprehensible. 

The question that Regulation 3 stand part of 
these Kegulatiolls was put and resolved in the 
affirmative without division. 

ILegulation 3 was passed. 
Regutatida 4 was read as follows :- 

7 
4 

4. (1) Every application for the registration 
of a fishing boat shall be made to an Inspector, who, 
on receipt of such application shall inspect such 
fishing boat, and if satisfied that the same is sea- 
mortby, assign to such fishing boat a number (herr- 
inafter referred to as  the registration number) and 
shall issue to the owner of such fishing boat a 
certificate of registratioh thereof. 

(2) Every certificate of registration shall *P 

be in such form as shall be approved by the Director 
of Agriculture and shall contain the following par- 
ticulars 5n respect of the fishing boat for which it 
is issued :- 

(i) the registration number 
(ili) the name 

(iii) the usual plase af anchorage 
(iv) the name and address of the owner 
(v) the dimensions namely, the length 

(from bow to transom), the beam, 
and the approximate draught 

(vi) the number of the crew usually 
employed, distinguishing between T 
persons ~ b o ~ e  the age of sixteen 
pears and other persons. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to move that Regulation 4 
stand part of these I$e,aulations. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mk. S. A. WALCOTT: I would like an explana- 

tion of the word "seaworthy". (Laughter). I, pzr- 
sonally, do not consider any fishing boat seaworthy 
h a u s e  I would not go out to sea in any of them. 
If the inspector has the same opinion as I have, 
none of the boats would be seaworthy. The opinion 
ha;r been expressed that fishing boats should be half- %? - 
decked or quarter-decked so as to make thbem sea- 
worthy. There are fishlermen who will tell you tha. 
they cannot catch fish with the boats whlich we have 
a t  present. If the word "seaworthy" only means 
that a boat is strong an8  i t  is not taking water-in 
fact: the word "seaworthy" should have been explain- 
ed just as other words are explalined in Regulation 2 
of these Regulations. Iif the inspector s aw that the 
(boats should be quarter-decked Ghat will b e  do? If 
he s a p  that they are not seaworthy there is no right 
of appeal to anybody and the fishermen will h a w  
to keep their boak ashore. I would like to have ail 
espla!uation as to that. 

-%! 
Mr. TALNA: "Seaworthy" is an  ordinary. 

English word which any normal honourable meniber 3 
can understand; it means the fitness of a boat to g0 
to sea at all. I am surprised that the honourable 
member cannot appreciate the meaning of a word 
which is nsed in ordinary. ererydap language. The 
honourable member probabl>- knows how landworthr 
an agricultural labonrer might be. The word 
'seaworthy" speaks for itself: i t  means the f i t n w  
)f a boat to go to sea. The honollrable member should 3" 
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h o w  that and I believe that he has several dir:tlon- 
arim a t  his home. 

Mr. S. A, WBLCOTT : This is a question of a 
different seaworthiness. I know that i t  is held tha, 
our boab are not seaworthy. If you bring an in- 
spector from England I do no: think that he would 
pass any of these boats. I know the nieaning of thc 
word "seaworthy" just as any honourable member. 
knows it. 

Mi. BRBNCKER: What is worrying me in thib 
Bgulat ion is that there is no time-limit placed 01) 

the inspector for linspecting a boat, after the appli 
cation for registration has been made. I t  say:, tha 
every application for  the registration of a boat shal 1 
be made to an Inspector but it does not say anything 
about the inspection of the boat with respect to tht, 
d a b  of the applietion for registration. You might 
have a lethargic inspector claiming to be very busy 
and taking his time over making an  inspection. I 
would like to see some reasonable time-limit put m 
this m l a t i o n  for the inspection of a boat after an 
application has been made for 'its registration. l 
think that a reasonable time-limit of, say. seven days 
should be put  in the Regulation for this inspection 
to be done following the application for registration 
because some boat owners may be kept back for days 
or even weeks while an inspector (is claiming that h* 
i s  busy. 'I would recommend the insertion of the 
w o r h  "within seven days after such application" 
after the word "shall" occurring a t  the end of line 
2 of Olauw 1 of this Regulation so as to ensure that 
the inspection of the boat will be carried out and 
the owner will not be kept waiting unduly. 

Mr. TALMA: The honourable member h a p p ~ u  
to be a lawyer a ~ l d  he should know that no stlpula- 
tion such m that is placed rin Regulations such as 
these; but a reasonable time is inferred. 

Mr. BRANCKER: A reasonable time for an  in- 
spector might be three or four weeks but that ~vould 
not be a reasonable time for a boat owner who miyht 
want to put  his boat to sea. That G why I recom- 
mend that this time-limit be seven days or even 
fourteen days so that the inspector,will be tie(! clown 
to a ce r t ah  time-limit. 

Mr. COX: I am hoping that the honourabQ 
junior member for St. Lucy will withdraw the point 
which he made after hearing me. These Regulations 
are  similar to those made in  respect of motor vehicles 
and  no time is stipulated for the inspection of these 
vehicles. I do not see the neoessity for what the 
honourable member has suggpted. With the present 
Government constituted as it is, the honourable mem- 
ber can rest assured that i t  is a raasonable Govern- 
ment and it is prepared to do nothing that  will harm 
the poor people. Bs f a r  as  the remarks of the hon- 
ourabb senior member for St. James is concerned, 
he appreciates the fish more than the lives of the 
fishermen. 

Mr. CHAIFQUN: I think that that statement 
is u ~ h i r ,  unneciewpy and uncalled for, the hononr- 
able senior member for  St. James has never insinuated 
anything like that. 

3fr. COX: The honourable member wants to 
find out what the fishermen w'ill do if the Inspector 

that the boats a re  not seaworthy What does 
the honourable member mean by tha t?  He means that 
if the inspector recfuses to pass these boats the fisher- 
men will b'e out of work and the\- must be allowed 
to carry their boats to sea, anyhow. I am say- 
ing that the time has come when these fisher- 
men should be protected. Every now and then we 
hear of a boat having drifted away or sunk when 

engaged i11 catching fish, and 1 think that the Gov- 
ernment is acting wisely and well when i t  sees that 
these boats are seaworthy. 

Mr. CHAI.RNAN: It is regrettable that the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Michael m& use of 
the words which he used. The honourable senior 
member for St. James intimated that i t  has been 
held that the boats ixhould be quarter-decked. It does 
not get us anywhere to carry on with remarks that 
are uncalled for. 

The question that Regulation 4 stand part of 
these Regulations was put  and resolved in the affirm- 
ative without division 

Regulation 4 was paased. 
Regulations 5 to 9 inclusipe were read and pass- 

ed. 
Regulation 10 was read as folloms :- 
10. (1) The owner of a m i n g  boat shall, if 

required so to do by an Inspector, submit such fishing 
boat for inspection at the time and plaoe named by 
such Inspector. 

(2) If on any such inspection the Inspector 
shall be satisfied that the fishing boat is unfit fsr 
purposes of fishing, he may cancel the certificate of 
registration of such fishing boat and such fishkg boat 
shall thereupon be deemed to he not registered. 

(3) m e  owner of any fishing boat the cer- 
t s ca t e  of whioh has been qancelled ubder the pro- 
visions of paragraph (2) of this RRgulation may 
within seven clear days after such cancel1at;on ap- 
peal in writing to the Director of Agriculture against 
such cancellation, and the deciiqion of the Director of 
Agriculture shall be final. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to move that Regutation 10 
stand part of these Regulations. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : I n  case the Inspector 

says that the boat is u d t  to go to sea you have to 
appeal to the Director of Agriculture. At  preseub 
the Director of Agyiculture is head of the Illspector 
so that this is a question of appealing from Caesar 
to Caesar. I think that this a p p a l  should be made 
to the Harbour and Shipping Master. Does the 
Director of Agriculture know whether a boat is sea- 
worthy or not? I cannot see how he can come 5nto 
the question a t  all. I beg to move that  the words 
' 'Director of Agriculture " occurring in lines four 
and five of Clause 3 of this Regulation be deleted in 
order to h e r t  the words "Harbour and Shipping 
Master. ' ' 

Mr. C H A I R W :  The honourable member must 
bear in mind that we cannot make any amendment to 
these Regulations because they will all go overboard. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I beg to move that  the 
consideration of this Regulation be postponed. 

Mr. GARNER: I beg t o  second that. 
Mr. TALMA: I should like to point out to the 

honourable sen'ior member for St .  J a m e ~  that this 
is not a question of appealing from Caesar to Caesar 
but appealing to the head of the spring. 

Mr. COX: My opinion is that  we should agree to 
these Itegulations in principle and let the Govern- 
ment to work out the details. We are assuming now 
that we are experts and the Government is a nit-wit. 
Let us pass the Regulations; the Government has its 
experts to go 'into the details. This is just a matter 
of wasting time and preventing the work from going 
on. 

Mr. ADAMS: When you have a Minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries in England he might not 
have seen the sea in his life; but as the Iiead of the 
Department he is the final Court of Appeal. I t  do@ 



and I am sure that that is what beats England now. 
There are too many experts and the actual work is 
not being done. That is the whole trouble. We are 
getting high-falutin people to put rings around-the 
necks of these fishermen and time is going to tell. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: My position is this: I have not 
the slightest idea of voting for the postponement of 
the Fkgulation because I am satisfied that the Dirw- 
tor of Agriculture will be :he arbitrator? so to speak, 
and he will appoint ~ e o p ? e  who kr,ow about boats in 
case of an appeal. But  what T ar.: worried about js 
this; even the G o v e r m ~ ~ n t  cannoi deny it- 

Mr. CHAIRNAN: The honol::able member can 
only speak on the question of f i e  postponemellt of 
the Regulation. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am speaking on that, Mr. 
Chairman. When a certificate has been cancelled- 

Mr. CHAIRMAK: The honourable member can 
only speak on the postponement of the Regulation. 

Mr. M O T m E Y :  I cannot just say postpone- 
ment; I am only trying- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable member must 
not bandy words with the Chairman. 

Mr MOTTLEY: Am I not entitled to give reas- 
ons as to why the Regulation should not be postponed? 
I am saying that this Regulation should not be post- 
poned because I believe the Director of Agriculture 
will have a staff who will know about these matters. 
This Regulation only gives the r i g h t  

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member will 
speak on the postponement of this Regulation. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am giving the reasons why 
this Rfegulation should not be postponed and I would 
like to get some more information, before you put 
the question, as to why nothing is said about the 
granting of certificates while mention is made of the 
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not mean that he will go and see after a matter; JIP 
will call in an expert. Whenever the Chief Justit:.+! 
sits in  connection with a case of arbitration it does 
not mean that he knows about shipping; he collsults 
an expert. 

Mr. GARNER: I do not think that any hon- 
ourable member is willing to stop any 1egislat;on in 
this H o p e ;  but 'if things do not appear to be rig1:llt 
you have the right or privilege of enquiring about 
them. I feet that these Re~ulations will hamper the 

postponement of the Regulation. +. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is that the con- 

sideration of this Rkgulation be now pastponed. Hon- 
ourable members in favour of that will please say 
"Aye", those against d i l l  please say "No". I think 
the "Noes'qave it. The question now k that Regula- 
tion 10 stand part of these Regulations. Honourable 
members in favour of that will please say "Ayew, 
those against will please say "NO". I think the 
"Ayes" have it. 

A division was taken as follows:- 
Ayes: Dr. W m o ~ ,  Dr. CUMMINS, Messrs. LEWIS, 

SMITH, F. L. WALCOTT, COX, MAPP, FOSTER, TALMA, 
ADAMS, BLACKMAN, GARNER, MOTTLEY, HAYNES, -F --' 
D o m m a ,  GALE, BRANCKER and Mr. SPEAKER-18. 

Sees : Nessrs. S. A. WALCOTT and WILKINSON-2. 
Regulation 10 was passed. 
Regulation 11 was read and pwsed. 
On &e motioh of Mr. TALMA, seconded by Mr. 

ADAMS, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the 
Regulations in  Committee. 

The House resumed and Mr. SPEAKER reported 
accordingly. 

On the motion of Mr. T A T ~ A ,  seconded by Mr. 
ADAMS, the Resolution was passed. 

t- 
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cancjellation of them. If a certificate is refused there 
is no right o f  appeal; but  if i t  is cancelled you have 
the right of appeal. 

Mr. ADLAMB: I entirely agree with the honour- 
able member. I suggest that it  is our duty to make 9 - 
rsupplementary Regulations but we cannot put  in 
anything here. I ask honourable members to pass 
these Regulations and the members of the Executive 
Comaittee will bring the matter to the notice of the 
Government and the Governor-in-Executive Commit- %-- 

aatching of fish. 
Ivfr. CHAIRMAN: The question before the Com- 

mittee is that the further consideration of this R q u  
lation 'be postponed. The honourable member R.?! 
have to confine h& remarks to that. 

Mr. GARNER: I have seconded the motion for 
the postponement of this Regulation for many reas- 
ons and I think that! the Committee would do well 
to postpone it. There are just a few final 
which I would like to make before I sit down. The 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph h~ made 
mention about emer& looking after these m a t t m  

T H E  ADJOURNMENT 

tee will make supplementary Regulations. 
m. MOTTLEY: I thank the honourable mem- 

ber very much. That, seems to be the spirit to be 
adopted in these not to t ry  to bully-rag 
people. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The word " bully-rag ' ' is one 
which is well known to members of this House. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I think thak i t  would be 
advisable to use the words "Harbour and Shipping t n  

* 
Master,' instead of the words "Director of ADicul- , 

ture" in this Reda t ion .  I am in favour of the 

The Order Paper having been fixed, 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this House do 

now adjourn to this day week, the 28th of October. 
1947, at  twelve o'clock noon. 

Dr. CLTMBTINS seconded the motion which was 
s p e e d  to. 

X .  SPEAKER accordingly adjourned the 
House to Tuesday next, the 28th of October, 1947, 
a t  twelve o'clock noon. 




