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THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesd.ay 6th April 1948 
Pursuant to adjournment, the How? of Assembly 

met at 12 o'clock noon to-day. 

Hi3 Honour Mr. Q. B. E ~ Y N ,  (LYpmJcer), His 
Honour Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER (Ddputy S p e a k ) ,  
Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, Messrs. F. L. WALCOTT, M. E. 
Cox, D. A. FOSTER, C. E. T&MA, H. D. BLACKNAN, 
E. D. MO-, a. A. D o m ,  V. C, G m  ancl 
E. L W A ~ .  

Prayers are read. 
Mr. HAYNIB enters the House and takes his seat.. 

MINUTE S. 

The Minutes of the meetings which were held on 
the 23rd and 25th March, retspwtively, having been 
circulated lme taken as read and confirmed. 

DOCUrnNT. 

Mr. SPBAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received the Report of the 
Inspector of Trees for the padlsh of St. Jam% for 
the year 1947. 

PAPERS U I D .  

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour 
to lay on the table of the House the following Papers. 

Reptort of tb Department of Highways and 
Transport $or the year 1946-47. 

Repont on the Baarbados Fire Brigade for the 
year 1947. 

NOTICES. 

Goverment Nbtioes are given foll~m:- 
Mr. D A M S :  Resolution to place the sum of 

'880,000 at the disposal of the Qovemr:&-Executive 
Committe, to pay a cost of living allowancef a s  from 
t he  1st April, 1948, to pemns eligible to receive a 
c& of living allowance in accordance with the pro- 
d.ispns of rwolutions Nos. 14 of 1947, 20 of 1947, 44 

I 

- -  - -. 
of 1947, and 117 oP 1947, as if thwa resolutions had 
continued in force d t e r  the 31st of March, 1948. 

Mr. BDAMS: Resolution to provide from the 
1st April, 1948, a cost of living allowance to officers 
in the full time service of the Savings Bank who re- 
ceive their da r i e s  from the funds of the Bank at the 
rat.es and subject to the terms, conditions and ex- 
ceptions set out in the Schedule to the resolution. 

Mr. BUCKMAN: Besolution to sanction the 
Regulations m& by the Governor-3-Executive Com- 
mittee under section 177 of the Trade Act, 1910 
(1910-4). 

Means. &PP and W I ~ S O N  enter the House 
and t a b  their sea@. 

Mr. TALMA 7 Resolution to approve the rate 
payable to produoer and r a b  of tax payable to the 
Fancy Molasses Control and Marketing Board on 
fancy rnolw% p r o d u d  during the amp year 1947-48 
tked by the Governor-in-Executive Committee on the 
adviae of the Fancy Molasses Control and Ma~keting 
Board in acoordance with the provisions of regulations 
5 and 6 of the Barbados Fancy M;ola.sses Production 
and Export Regulations, 19m38. 

Mr. TALMA: Resolution to authorise His EX- 
mllency the Governor in accordance with the pro- 
vidons of section 3 (2) of the Clerical Service Act, 
1944, as amended by section 2 of the Clerical Service 
(Amendment) Act, 1947, to appoint two additional 
clerks to the Clerical ,Staff of the Clerical Service. 

Mr. BLACKMAN : .Reisolution to place the sum: 
of %5,5.00 at the disposal of the Department of Hkh,  
ways and Tr-ort to complelte the work set out in 
Column I of the Schd% he~eto to the extent of the 
amount set out in Column I1 of the, said Schedule. 

Mr. TALMA : Bill to author'ise the payment of a 
~ r a t u i t ~  and pension to Jacques Kenneth Predyx 
Rudder. 

Mr. BLXCKMAN: Bill to amend the Depart- 
ment of Highways and Transrport Act, 1945 (1945-12). 
a. BDAMS: Of my intention to move the 

House into Committee of Supply at its next 
to consider the money ~ B O l u t i ~ n s  of which notice has 
jwt been given. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT enters the House and takes 
his seat. 

Mr. MOTTLEY gives notice of a Bill to amend 
1 the Vestries Act, 1911-5. 
1 
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QUESTIONS. 

BIr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the senior 
member of the Executive Committee present at the 
next meeting of this H o w  : 

Whether diissatisfaction exists amongst Motor 
Omnibus Concessionaires of this Island in connection 
with the issuing, or failure to issue, of special permits 
by the Department of Highwayli and Transport to 
Concewionaires ? 

BR.ANC1CER : To enquim of the senior 
member of the Exccutive Cornmittlee present a t  next 
meeting of this House: 

Does dissatisfaction exist amongst members of 
Hiis Majlesty's Civil Service [in connection with deduo- 
tions made from their salaries for payment to 
Widows' and Orphans' Fund? 

2. If the answer to the above question is 
"Yes," will Government consider am,ending existing 
legislation so as to remove the soume of grievance 
abovementioned t 

BILLS EEAD A FIRST TIME. 

On the motion of Mr. TALMA, seconded by Mr. 
XDAMS, a Bill to amend the Stamps Act, 1916-3 is 
read a first time. 

On the motion of Mr. T a u ,  seconded by Mr. 
l ADAMS, a Bilj to authorise the payment of a gratuity ' and pension to Jalcques Predyx Kennekh R,udder is 
' read a first time. 

On thje ,motion of Mr. B u c m m ,  seconded by Dr. 
, CUMMINS, a Bill to ammd the Department of High- 

ways and Transport Act 1945-12 is read a first t!imz. 
l 

On the motion of Mr. MOTTLEP, seconded by &Cr. 
D O W D ~ Q ,  a Bill to amend the Vwtries Act 1911-5 
is wad a fimt time. 

CHAIRMAN O F  COMMITTEES. 

, On the motilon of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
TALMA, the junior member for St. Thomas (Mr. 

I MOP) is appointed tChairman of 'Committees for the 
I day's sitting. 

l COMXITTEE O F  SUPPLY. 

1 Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order is to resume 
Committee of Supply to consider the grant of sums ' of money for the sedice of the Colony. 

Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the House 
1-esumes Committee of Supply, Mr. G bei& in the 
Chair. 

6UPPLEMENTARY VOTE FOR O R Q ~ Z A T I O N  BANKINQ 

i WVINQS oP~ WOBgERS IN U.S.A. 
! 

Dr. CUMNINS: I propose, Ivlr. Chairman, to 
take Resolution No. 2 fimt. It is a Rmolutioa for 
Id3560 to supplement Resolution No. 101 a£ the 29th 
October, 1947, for carrying on tb organization for 
banking the compulsory savings of Barbadian workers 
in the TJ.S.A., for payment to their nominees of the 
alllotments authorized to be under the terms of 
%he workers' contracts, for the payment af any Court 
Order for the maintenanc, of any penson dependent 
on the workew. for the reimbursement of any moniea 
paid by th8e Government of Barbadas in respect of 
duties incurred by the workers in the U.S.A., and in 
respect of advances by way tof loan in order to effect 
insurance. It lis th8e usual type of Resolution that 
comes before this House fmm time to time ,for the 
beforementioned purposeis and I beg to move that it 
do now pass. 
, Mr. RUCKMAN: I beg to  second that. 

Dr. ~VILSON joins tb Comm-ittee and takes his 
seat. 

AIr. F. L. WALCOTT : Thene is just one observ- 
ation I would like to make in connection with tht: 
money that is being sent, back from the Un'lted States 
of America to worhers who hzve betn there and 
rteturned. I do not know whether there is nut suffi- 
cient staff in the Department which deals with the 

' matter to cope with the work of paying out this money 
but many persons have bee11 to me complaining that 
they have returned to this island from the U.S.A., 
for the last thnee or (four years and that they have 
received correspondence from the U.S.A. to the 
effect that income tax which they paid in the U.S.A. 
has been refunded and forwarded to them but that 
up to the present they hame heard nothing about it 
froin the local Department. I would like the honour- 
able member in charge of this Dlepartment to draw 
the matbr to the notice of those conoerned, so that 
there can be speedier action in the paymlent !of these 
monies because in many cases thme workers cannot 
afford to be waiting so long for the few cents. If i t  
is necessary to increase the staff to cope w'ith the 
number of Money Orders, this House would, I am 
sure, be willing to give the temporary additional 
staff for the purpose. As I have said, many of these 
workers have made repeated complaints to me and I 
am sure that other honourable members must have 
had some: of them coming to them with similar com- 
plaints; so I would like the honourable mebber in  
charge of this &solution to draw the matter to the 
notice of the appropriate Department and find out 
th, cause of the delay in paying out thsn  inoome 
tax ~ebates which have been given to thserse workew 

Mr. WILKINSON: I was really going to raise! 
the sam4e point that has been raised by the honourable 
member who has just sat down. I know that a cer- 
tain amount is deducted from the wage3 of these 
workers for incom, tax and that, in due course, they 
get it back but there seems to be extraordinarily 1 o n ~  
delay in the payment of that money. We know that 
government deparrtments are always slow, particu- 
larly when you azre trying to get money fvom them 
and I was going to ask the rsenior member for St. 
Thomas if he could state whether any progress has 
been made in this respect. Them is on, point which 
T ~hould like to take this opportunity to raise andlit 
is this. I read in the; newspapers that His Exoel- 
lency the Governor is leaving td-day for medidal 
treatment in the U.S.A., and I hope that he will seize 
the opportunity to see the American Authorities whilp 
he Is there with thn view of obtaining a quota of 
-Barbadian workers for the U.S.A. this year. Perhaps 
the senior member for St. Thomas will give us some 
information about %at. 

Dr. CUMMINS: For the benefit d the two 
honourable membew who have spoken and of the 
Cornpi th  I would like t o  say this: It is true that 
there is rjome delay in the payment of th, money that 
ie due to thew workers but the fault d m  not lie with 
Ihe offiae here. The matter has M gone into ovev 
and over again and the fault lies with the organization 
in the U.S.A. It seems that they have a certadin 
~soutin~e to go through and for that reason the forward- 
ing of the rebates is delayed. I can assupe honourable 
members that the fault. does not, li8e with the office 
here. As regards the other point raised by the junior 
member for St. James. 5 t  is the intention of Hip 
Excellency the Governor to see the p e m n s  connected 
with tha Emigration Schem~ in the U.S.A., and wd 
axe hoping that when he comes back he will be able 
to give uli some encouraQng nlews. 

Mr. MOT!lZEY: I anmeciate that answer but 
I should like to point o i ~ t  that it, iq not, necessary to 
see the American Autho&ties in this matter of emi- 
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Mr. ADAMS : The next Rnesol~ti~on 'is &or the 
sum of ~€129,350 to supplement Resolution No. 107 
of the 4th Novemhr, 1947, to provide for the subsi- 
d\ization of flour, salt &h, sdt pork, and balanced 
animal &led to the 30th Septemhx, 1948. I do not 
see in the Commitke any members who were not 
members of the House when the last subsidizatiou 
I(rwo1ution came 'bezore it and I do not propose, there- 
fore, to waste any time in saying anything more than 
that it is the intention of the Government to continue 
to subsidize these particular items became of their 
being used chiefly by the poorest section of the com- 
munity and, in the case of mimal balanced feed, 
because subsidization helps dairy keepers and owners 
of dairy cattle to produce milk at reasonably low 
cost. I may be asked '"What does the Government 
propose to do with any money that it may save on 
flour?" Well, as far  as flour is conoernd, the quan- 
lity which we are subsidizing now was ordered months 
ago and so we, do not necessarily benefit from the 
fact that flour is becoming cheaper in Canada as far  
as those orders are conderned. But we shall 
benefit as the months go by from the lowered price 
cnf flour and lif honourable members ask "what is 
likely to be done with the money which is saved?" 1: 
would just remind them that this i8 a bloc vote which 
is given to the Controller in  respect of these items. 
Suppose the price of everything went down except 
salt fish, he could take all the money that is saved and 
use in respect of salt fish. It is not a question of so 
much to be allocated to sa,lt fish, so mucl? to mlt pork 
and so on: therefore, honourable membens can rest 
assured that if the price of flour goes down during 
the period in question, the mon1e;y available from the 
normal allocation to flour will be used in ne8pect of 
one of the other items. Tt  is the usual government 
policy W, have 'been observing for yean; and if is on 
the best possible advice and on the Covlernrnent:~ own 
jud,ment that we have kept to th? subsidizatlon of 
these varticu'kar items. I beg to move that this 
Riesolution do nov Datjs. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to semnd that. It is hardly 
necessary for me to add anything to the remarks of 
the honourable mover of this Resolution and I hardly 
belileve that it will meet with any controversial 
remark from any member at all. 

Mk. CRAWFORD joins the Committee and takes his 
seat. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman,-I suppose 
everyone would agree with the question of subsicli- 
zation but what I would like to know is if any atfkmpt 
has been made to get a supply of flour from Australia. 
1 understand that Australian flow is being landed 
in Trinlidald and sold much cheaper than Canadian 
flour. I should like to hear sometkdng about that 
before I vote for this Resolution. 

grating workers to the U.S.A. It is an established 
fact which must be known to honourable members- 

The CHAIRMAN: I must intrerrupt the h011- - 
lourable member. I do not think that part of the 
debate is relevant to the Resolution blefore the Corn- 
mittee. .. ,_,& 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am afraid, Mr. Chairman, you 
afie late in your ruling. It is not merely, Sir, a ques- 
tion of negotiating with the Authorltles in the U.S.A. 
It is a question of negotiating with private employers. 
The workers who went from the Leeward Islands to 
the U.S.A., were sent as the result 10f negotiations 
with private employers in the U.S.A. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass is 
put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

SUBSIDIZATION OF COMMODITIES. 

and neglected way in which the animal feed is m i d  
'on behalf of the Governmellt. It is very detrimental 
to the animals to have this mixed feed varying not 
only from batch to batch but from bag to bag; prac- 
tically every bag #of lfeed mixed on blehalf of the 
Govemnmlent varies. The, Government should see to  
it that the feed is mixed in suab a manner that: one 
quality mixture is produced. 

Mr. WARD: I think there is a lot in what the 
last honourable member has said. I do not consider 
that sufficient care is taken in the mixing of t h k  
bitlanoed animal feed. As a matkeer of fact I would 
not say that i t  is at all balanced; it is greatly un- 
balanced beeause in some bags you get one grade and 
in other bags you get another grad+e of Seed. Pen- 
,sonally I was blaming t h  merchants but I understand 
that the Government is responsible for the mixing of 
this !Seed and I think that the Governmenk should 
establish some system by which Thsv could produce 
a standard grade of this feed. The preslemt f e d  
upsets v e q  much the production of milk and c!ausls 
i t  to vary from wekk to week. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I am very plemed ta  
support this Resolution. I think it is a very news- 
sary thing that these i t e m  should be subsidized and 
I am very pleased to know that lif the prioe of flour 
coma down, the m o r p t  saved in respect of flour 
will not lapse, but will be used in respect of salt M, 
as the senior member for St. Joseph has told m. 
An honourable mambler remarks that I do not want 
to spend money. 1 want to ~ p e n d  money because I 
want to see the poor people, get their salt %h and 
flour cheaper. As I said, I am very pleased to sup- 
port this R&olution. 

Mr. ADAMS: This is the first t h e  that, I have 
, h e a d  any complaint a b u t  the mixiing of the f e d  
and I shall bring it to Dr. Saint's notice before &a 
day is over. I n  vie8w of the fact that honourable 
membens have spoken a b u t  various grades of this f e d  
I shall telephone Dr. Saint and see what ean be done 
about the matter. I do hope that honourable mem- 
bers, when they have infornation of that sort, will 
promptly bring it to the notioe of the Competent 
Authority b~cauw it is etisier to nip a thing in the bud 
if I may use that expression. Many grievancres may ex- 
ist if they are not brought to the notice of the Compe- 
tent Authority and aFe remedied. The senior member 
for the City has asked a b u t  obtaining supplies of 
flour from Australia. I think I mentioned this 
before: Long ago Dr. Saint made enquiries about 
Australian flour but the difl3erence in price per bag 
is so little that it CS hard77 worth while importing 
flour from Australia. A lot of the publicity in the 
Trinidad newspapem about *Australian flour is done 
'by a gentleman who has the agency in Trinidad. 
This Gooernmsent, to my knowledge, about two yeam 
ago approached the Xustralian Government as regards 

Mr. HAYNES: I do not quite like, the, remark 
of the senior member for St. Jo~tlph when he said 
that the Controller could U& this money as be likes. 
It seems to me that we are giving him a blank cheque, 
so to speak. I think w,e shall effect a considlerable 
)saving on flour owing to the General B'grec-ment that 
has beell rnaide with other corntries but it seem 
a great pity that levelly year wq spend this large sum 
of money and really do not S6e a lowering in the cost 
of Living in the island generally. I am very sorry to 
hear the honourable member say that the Controller 
has this power because it l'ooks to me that this 
5129,000 mill be spent if the priw of flour goes below 
the present figure. 

Mr. DOWDING: There is one phase of this 
matter I lshould like, to bring to the attention of tha 
member of the Government and that is the eccentric 



getting flour, butter and cheese from that Coiitu;nent 
and all the things onte reads in the Trinidad Guardian 
about (obtaii~ing supplies of flour from Australia are 
not always aacurat'e. I am not blam'ing the news- 
paper but the agent who pu'b'licizes what be can get. 
We have balanced Canadian prices against Aus- 
tralian pr'ioes and wte $eel that we can g& goods 
reasonably cheaper from Canada than we caai from 
other parts of the world. If I mention the name of 
Dr. Saint it is not that I am pushing ~esponisibility 
off the: Control Board but I do know that Dr. Saint 
has, not once but several times, made attempk to see 
if we could get goods from Australia cheaper than 
w,e can get them from Canada-some are coming in 
,from Australia-but differenoe in prices is 
small and the freight changes on the Australian goods 
transhipped from Trinidad to Barbaldos eat it up. 
We do, however, get some butter and thee+ from 
Australia. 

Mr. GALE :' I would like to say that as far  as 
flour is 'concern'ed, the Australian articl, k not much 
cheaper but I can state that frozen meat from Aus- 
tralia is much chleaper than ]frozen meat from Canada ; 
also butter and cheese is cheaper from Australia. 
'Another thing i3 this: (Australia irs in the sterling 
area and, therefore, I think it is possible for us to get 
goods from AustraLia inskad of having to obtain 
them elsewhere and pay dollars for them. 

Mr. WILKINBON: I went into these figuves 
some week;., ago and as the sedior member for St. 
Joseph has stabed, thle dif3Ference in price is small. 
The Australian goods for this island are put in cold 
storage in Trinidad and then transhippd from Trini- 
dad to B a r h d a .  The obvious thing to do is to get 
suffidient orders to ~enabl~e th'e boat to come directly 
4to Barbadm. I think the matter really needs a 
little more maideration and investigation. I agnete 
with what the senior member for St. Joseph has said. 
'At present we get one d i p  coming once in 7 weeks 
with Australian goods transhipped from Trjdidad 
but that is not good enough and as the junior member 
for St. Michael stated, we should spend in stmling, 
'and not in dollars, wherever We possibly can. As 
regards the animal feed I was informled by thae senim 
member for St. George that i t  varies considerably. 
T made enquirv into the matter some weeks ago an4 
1 was told by Dr. Saint's Departmlent that unfortun- 
att8lv thev could not get mfficient quantities of feed- 
duffs to have a continuous run of the same feed. I 
do hope that they will get the desired auantitiesi to 
keep np a constant supply of proper animal fwd. 

Tho question that this ~ l u ~ i o n  do now p m  
is put and r~solved in the affirmative without division. 

Mr. ADAMS: The next Resolution is for the 
sum of %8,000 to supplement Resolution No. 116 of 
the 23rd Demmber, 1947, to meet e x p e m  in connec- 
tion with the present emergency. Honourable mem- 
bers will have had \in their hands, for a few weeks 
now, the usual statieinent from the books of the Audit 
Department showing the emergency expenditure. I 
beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. TALMA : I beg to second that. 
The quebtiol~ that this Resolution do now pass 

is put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

PAYMENT OF ADDITIONAL SALARIES TO POLICEMEN AND 

FIRE BRIGADEWEN. 

' 
Mr. ADAMS: The next Resolution, Mr. Chair- 

man, is for the sum of 2180. 17. 9 to be placed a t  th, 
diqasal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to 
pay to thas~e members of the Police Force and Fire 

Brigade whose names are set out in Column I the 
amounts set out against their names in Colunin I1 of 
ih, Schedule to the resolution, being the difference 
between old rates of pay and the new rates of pay 
authorised by the Poliw (Amendm'ent) Act 1946-25 
and the Pire Brigade (Amendment) Act 1946-26, 
in respect of the period from the 1st April, 1946, 
and the death 'or retirement (from the reqecrtivt' 
Forces. 

The addendum explains clearly what has hap- 
pened. The members of the Police FOWO and the 
P5re Brigade whose names appear in tbe schedule to 
the R~olu t ion  either retired or died during the 
peniod betwee11 the payment of the old rates and 
th, new rates. I beg. to move that thir Resolution do 
now pass. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Resolution do now pass is 

put and msolved in the affirmafLive without div%oa 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 

TALMA, the Chairman reports th8e passing of four 
Resolutions and the postponement of one in Committee 
of Supply and asks leave to @it again. 

The  HOW^ resumes and on the motions af Mr, 
ADAMS, seconded by Mr. TALMA in ,each c e ,  the four 
Resolutions which were passed in C'ommittee of Sup, 
ply axe read a first and .a1 second tim,? and care, agreed 
to. 

THE MARRIED WOMAN'S (SEPARATION 
AND MAINTEINANCE) BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER.: The next Order stands in the 
name of the honourable senior member for Chi-ist 
Church,-Second reading of a Bill to amend the law 
relating to Sepamation and Maintenanoe. 

Mr. TALMA : Mr. Speaker,-The, object of this 
Bill is to bring the local ltam in conformity with h- 
ilar laws in Great Britain and other B~i t ish  eolonies 
by extending the grounds for making an application 
to include bodily harm, persistent cm~elty, d&ertion. 
wilful neglect or refusal to provide reasonable main- 
tenance, adultery and the communication of venereal 
disease knowingly. This Bill repeals section 3 of 
the Married Woman9& Act, 1896, which does not make 
provision in  such cases and in order to bring the 
present law into line 4 t h  the English practice and 
the practice which obtains in other up-to-date, colonies 
of the Empire, it has been n&ssary to implemm* 
these new provisions, so that re l ie  will be granted 
not only in svch cases but also in respect of the 
custody and maintenance of children. of th,e marriage. 
Provision is alm made in this amemding Bill whereby 
case6 h ~ u g h t  under the 'Act wilR be h-rd in  c a n ~ ~ r t  
and the services of the Probation Officer, a *v 
useful ofleer, will be utiliaed in investigating the 
circumstances of the ~ r t i e s .  Not so long ago the 
'Matrimonial Causes 'Act was amended and this is 
really, a comllary, so to speak, to that mended Act. 
I bleg to move that this Bill be now read a second - 

time. 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to second the motion. The 

honourabl~ member h a  covened the ground com- 
pletely. Thje position of a marpied woman in England 
is said to be that of a very fortunate creature but 
here in Barbados a married woman has got to be 
desert,ed and her husband has to refuse to suppo~t  
her before she can get an Order against him and this 
Bill brings the law into line with the English prac- 
tice. A married woman can 6e left at the Altar and 
her husband need never see her again. There is no 
provisison in the local law for an Order to enaible her 
to live apart from her husband nor is there any pro- 
vision for maintenanw in respect of desertion. Those 
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points are now covered by this Bill and i t  will cer- 
tainly help to bring our Act which is 50 years old 
more in keeping with humane p~inciples than i t  is at 
the present moment. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : I quite appreciate this amend- 
ment but if adultery is proved by a husband and 
his wife has six or seven children as a result of the 
marriage, there is no law to make the father sup- 
port those children but there is an old statute which 
gives a Churchwai-den the right to bring a case 
against that man and obtain support for the children. 
The Poor Law Guardians of St.. Michael have had 
several instances in which children have gone astray 
although their fathers were in a position to support 
them but under the law, nobody else but the Church- 
warden could bring cases against them and in some 
parishes the churchwardens are unwilling to bring 
such cases. I would like to know if any provision 
is made in this Bill to meet such cases. A married 
woman cannot sue her husband for support for. their 
children and when adultery is proved, the children 
go astray. 

Mr. BRANCKEB : There are one or two prin- 
ciples involved in this Bill to which I would like 
make refe'cence. I notice, Sir,-and I appreciate 
i t t h a t  there is a principle which this Bill proposes 
to initiate, that is, the principle of privacy in rej- 
gard to matrimonial cases. This amemding Bill seeks 
to initiate in Clause 15 t b  principle that matrimon- 
ial cases should be tried in private' and I am very 
much in favour of it. But it seems to me that sub- 
paragraph (e) of sub-clause 2 of Clause 15 may 
defeat the whole p q o r t  of that if  the - 
.Court is given the discretionary power to permit any 
other person to be present at the hearing and deter- 
mination of an application. 

Mr. SPEAKER : You are dealing with a par- 
titular point rather than with the general principle 
.of the Bill. 

Mr. BRANCKER : I am expressing the hope 
that that pa&icular sub-paragraph (e) will not de- 
feat ~e carrying out of the principle of hearing 
matrimonial cases in private. . 

Mr. SPEAKER : That is a point you should 
raise if and wh~en the Bill reaches the Committee 
s t ~ e .  - - , 1 

Mr. BRANCKER : l notice tbat Clause 2 of 
the Bill which deals with the powers of the Court 
seem to leave the amount which is fixed 
as the maximum amount h the existing law for ali- 
mony, That amount now does not exceed $2. 

Mr. SPEAKER: again you are dealing with 
a p&cular p i n t  and not with. the principle of the 
Bill. 

Mr. BRANCKER : The senior membek for St. 
JoMph pointed out tha% the local law is more re- 
&ri&d than the English law and that may be the 
explanation for leaving the status ~ U O  in respect 
of the amount for alimony. There is a new ~ r i n -  
ciple in Clause 2 of this Bill. It provides that if 
a husbmd is convicted summarily on an indictment 
of wsunding his wife or of an assault upon her oc- 
fasioning bodily ham and is fined more than g 5  
or sentemced to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 
two months, that can be a ground for the making of 
an order against him. 

Mr. SPEAKER : again that point has nothing 
to do with the principle of the Bill. 

Mr. BRANCKER : I will deal with it when we 
are in Committee on the Bill. It is a new prin- 
ciple and when we are in Committee I shall make 
one or two observations on it. On the wholme, I 
regard the Bill as necessary legislation and I hope 
that when i t  reaches the Committee stage we shall 
make some obvious and necessary improvem~nts to it- 
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The question that this Bill be now read a see- 
ond time is put and resolved in the d.ffirmative with- 
out division. 

On the motion of Mr. TALMA, seconded by Mr. 
ADAMS, Mr. SPEAKER leaves the, Chair and the 
House goes into Committee on the Bill, Blr. MApp 
being in the Chair. 

Clause 1 is read and is agreed to. 
Mrr. SYMMONDS joins the Committee and takes 

his seat. 
Clause 2. Any married woman whose husband 

shall have been convicted summarily or on indict- 
ment of wounding her or of an assault upon her 
occasioning bodily harm and sentenced to pay a fine 
of more than five pounds or to a term of imprison- 
ment exceeding two months, or whose husband shall 
have deserted her, or whose husband shall have 
been guilty of persistent cruelty to her or to her 
children or of wilful neglect to provide reasonable 
maintenance for her or her infant children whom 
he is legally liable to maintain (notwithstanding 
that the cruelty or neglect complaiiled of has not 
caused her to leave and live separately and. 
apart from him) or whose husband while suffering 
from a venereal disease and knowing that he was 
SO suffering insisted on having sexual i~t.eroourse 
with her, or whose husband has compelled her to 
submit herself to prostitution or whose husband has 
committed adultery, may apply to the Police Magis 
trade of the district in which either the wife or the 
husband resides for an order or osders under this Act; 
and the Police Magistrate to whom, any applioation 
under this section is made may make an order or 
orders containing all or any of the provisions follow- 
ing :- 

(a)  a provision that the applicant shall be no 
longer bound to cohabit with her husband (which pro- 
vision while in force shall have the effect in all rez 
spects of a decree of judicial separation) ; 

(b) a provision that the legal custody of any 
children of the mamiage between the applicant and 
her husband, whil'e under the age of sixteen wars, 
be committed to the applicant ; 

(c) a provision that the husband shall pay to 
the Clerk of the Court such weekly sum not excecd- 
ing two pounds as the Court shall, having rkgard to 
the means both of the husband and tb wife, con- 
sider reasonable ; and when the order contains a pro- 
vision committing the legal custody of any children 
of the marriage to the applicant, a provision that 
the husband shall pay to  the Clerk of the Court 
a weekly sum not exceeding ten shillings for the 
maintieaance of each such child until such child at- 
taim the age of sixteen years. 

(d) a provision for payment by the applicant 
or the husband or both of the costs of Qe Court. 

Mr. TALMA : I beg to move that that be 
Clause 2 of the Bill. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to second that. 
Dr. CUMMINS : Before the question is put 

I would like to say that I know tbere is the feeling 
on the, part of certain honourable members that ven- 
ereal disease should not be included in t h b  Bill; 
that to-day venereal disease is easily cured and, 
therefore, no such provision should be made in this 
Bill. It depends on how the wife feels about it. 
There will still be a certain amount of uneasiness of 
mind and I feel that the provision against venereal 
disease should be included. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : That is not giving me 
as much worry as the provision that deals with a 
husband who has been convicted of an assault upon 
his wife occasioning bodily h a m .  I do not know 
what the lawyers would term "bodily harm" but 
I would like to say this plainly: I am  no^ one of 
those people who believa that the State or* any"dody 
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should get into a married couple's busiizes but I 
feel that just as a parent has to chastlse his chil- 
dren, sometiilzes some women do need to be chastised. 
You cannot open the door to let them do as they 
like. A married woman may not have the strength 
to beat her husband, but she call cuff' him, and if 

- a lmarried woman wilfully ilieglects to cook her 
husband's food he may give her a slap which inay 
cause a black eye and there should 110t be separation 
on those grounds. A husband may go home hun- 
gry and does not find his mesh ready because1 
his wifle may have gone to se'e a wedding. That maiz 
may start to talk and she lets him understand that 
he should have come home and cooked himself. I ail1 
not speaking from personal experience becauee I be- 
lieve I am one of the happiest married men i11 the 
world; but other men may not be as fortunate to have 
a happy union. I am not in favour of a mall beating 
his wife. My feeling i s  that if a man should beat 
his wife so as to occasion bodily harm he should be 
punished but you should not make the Act too 
wide. Wounding may be different but bodily harm 
may occur where the temper of a mall rises to 
such an extent that he gives his wife a slap which 
causes a black eye; she puts him in Court and gets 
a separation on that. \Ye should avoid placing the 
temptation of easy means of obtaining a sqarap 
tion order in the way of a married woman who does 
not want to live with her husband. 

Mr. ADAMS : A11 I say is that a man who hits 
a woman ought to be salt  to gaol for the firsk 
offence and a man who incites by his speech anothel3 
mall to hilt a wolnalz ought to be sent to jail too! 
(Laughter). 

Mr. RXANCKER : I am very lukewarm about 
this provision in Clause 2 which talks about sum- 
mary convictioiz or on an indictment of wounding 
or of an awault occasioning bodily harm and the 
imposition of a fine of more than S 5  or a term 
of imprisonment exceeding two months. Now, it 
is a fact that an assault occasioning bodily harm 
nlay be the result from one CUE; that cuff may 
cause a black eye and that would be an assault 
which occasions bodily harm. If the punishment is 
a fine of more than £5 or a term of imprison- 
ment exceeding two months, i t  must be presumed 
that the bodily harm is of a very serious nature 
but I would llke to point so~~t  that there &ay be 
a conviction for bodily h a m  which may not be 
severe; it may be trivial or slight but the fine 
may be more than S5 because of previ~ous con- 
l-,ictions for assaulting other persons. Perhaps it 
may be better to delete the words "or of an w a u l t  
upon her occasioning bodily harm and sentenced 
to pay a fine of more than five poundsw occurring 
in lines 3 and 4 of this Clause. NOW, Sir, as re- 
gards the question of a husband suffering from 
venereal disease and knoTvillg that he is so suffer- 
ing insisted 011 having sexual intercourse with his 
wife 1 would have no sympathy with that man 
at all. One can hardly imagine a worse thing to 
do. The Court must be satisfied that the man knew 
that he had venereal disease and how is the Court 
to be so satisfied? In  the case whiere the Court & 
isfied that the nlall blew that be had venereal dis- 
ease when he insisted on having sexual intercourse 
with his wife I 1*7ould regard that as an instance 
in which he should unhesitatingly be ma,de sup. 
port his wife. I notice that in sub-paragraph (c) 
of this Clause it is proposed to leave the sum exact- 
ly as i t  has been for many years that is, g 2 .  I 
would be interested to learn-before I exppess an 
opinion to allow it to remain at £2, the maxi- 
mum it has been f o ~  many year-hy the Govern- 
ment fixed it at the sam,e £2 havisg regard t o  the 
fact that the cost of living to-day is quite different 

froin what it was before. While a middle class man 
earns about $7 or $8 a week, if i t  so happem that 
an order 1s =lade against one of the richest men in 
the island, a big factory owner fop instance, he would 
pay the same sum not exceedhg £2. That is 
where the disparity comes in. Obviously when a well- 
to-do mall is required 'by law to support h h  wife, a 
weekly sum not exceeding 322 is the maximum that 
the Court would have the power to him pay 
her. 

Nr. ADAMS : I would just say this: Like 
the honourable junior member for St. Lucy I have 
been practising my professioa for qulte a long 
time and my experience is that if a person steals 
a couple of canes from a plantation he stands a 
chance of being fined &5 but a man has to nearly 
kill somebody else before a Police Magistrate would 
fine him S 5 ;  so I see no danger of £5 being too 
high. I cannot think off-hand-it sounds eixaggera- 
tin-of any case in which a man has been fined 
g 5  for beating so4ebody else; the most he is 
fined is S 2  or if the case is really too bad and the 
Magistrate cannot help himself he sends the offender 
to prison for two months. This is not an induce- 
ment to a married woman to put her husband in 
Court because she wishes a conviction to be record- 
ed against him. It will take many a year before 
a woman is going to get her husband fined; £5 OF 

get him committed to prison for two months; he 
must have broken her arm or hcer leg for that to 
happen. I do not think there ;B any d;tngefl in the 
amount of the fine being fixed a t  £5. On the other 
halld if you reduce i t  to g 2 ,  you may find a man, 
who for the first time loses his temper and takes 
the advice of the senior member for St. Peter, hit- 
ting a woman, being sorry for it afterwards, being 
fined g 2  and getting a separation. I think £5 is 
a reasonable sum. 

Mr. BRANCKER : Perhaps I should make my 
point clearer than what it appears to be. If an 
assault occasioning adtual bodily harm was pler se  
sufficient to warrant a fine of &5, then so far as 
our standards go, it would be serious bodily harm. 
The bodily harm occasioned by an assavlt may be 
slight but the fine may be severe because of previ- 
ous offences. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : The remarks of the senior 
member for St. Peter in the first p%rt of his speech 
caused me to smile but, on reflection, it seems to 
me that what he said is practical. If a woman is 
beyond redemption it does not worth while to beat 
her but if she is good then she should not be beaten. 
Speagng as a Barbadian I say that these things 
come about through economics- These people in 
the humbler walk of life, might have a t  times to 
resort to violence and while a t  one time I felt that 
the amount of 325 should be reduced, I appreciate 
the fact that however fortunate some of us may be, 
all of us are1 not and that there is an unguarded mo- 
ment for everYonle of us- As regards sub-~ara- 
graph (c) of this clause I feel that that should 
be amended for this reason. It is said that the 
maximum which a man can be ordered to pay is 
g 2  a week. If You take that as a guide and an 
order was to be made awinst someone in the walk 
of life to which, say the senior member for St. 
Andrew belongs, no Magistrate could think of put- 
ting $2 a week on him. If g 2  a week is to be 
taken as the maximum to be imposed on a man in 
the humbler walk of life, what would you impose 
On the senior member for St. Joseph? I am sug- 
gesting that this sub-paragraph be amended to read 
"sum not exceeding S5", that in itself will give the 
Court the discretionary power to fix sums vary- 
i'lt? from l/- g 5  per week, considering the value 
of money to-day as compared with 50 Years 
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of children, nobody would think to-day of fixing 
it in a sum not exceeding 10/- per week. As I sug- 
gested in my second reading speech, the whole ques- 
tion of the support of children-legitimate or other- 
,wiae4ould  be given greater c o w i d e ~ a t i ~ ~  in this 
country. I have experience-and I know the senior 
member for St. Thomas has experience too-in deal- 
ing with children i11 the parish of St. Michael and 
I feel that here again the Court should be given more 
discnetion because if a sum not exceedirig 101- a wezlr 
is the wximum you can quite understand that the 
artisan who to-day pays 30c. oc 1/6 a meek will cod- 
tinue to pay those sums. Some people, can afford to 
pay S2 a week for the mainten-mce of a child, while 
other people may not be able to pay 5/- a meek. I beg 
to move that the wor4 "'two" in line 3 of suhgara- 
graphs (c) of Clause 2 be deleted in order to insert the 
word "five" and that the words "ten shillings" 
in lines 8 and 9 of the same sub-paragraph be de- 
leted in order to insert the words "one pound". 

Mr. GALE : I beg to second that. 
Mr. TALMA : I accept those amendments. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I beg to second the 

amendment by the junior member for St. Lucy. I n  
doing so I would like to say that when the senior 
member for St. Joseph accuses me of inciting a. man 
to beat his wife, that would be far from me. But 
I am a firm believer in not making it easy for married 
people to live apart. I prefer to err on the other 
sida. I pnefer that married people should temporar- 
ily und\emgo some inconvenience so as to keep 
their union together. I m convinced that wounding 
i s  a provision to which I could agree 'but I cannot, 
for myself, agree to make separation so easy on the 
ground of bodily harm. A person might fall to 
the ground and receive a blow as the result of 
a push by another person m d  the latter could be 
charged with an assault occasioning bodily harm. 
That, to my mind, is not the sort of behaviour for 
which people may be taken to Court and separation 
be obtained. There should be s o w  mrt of provow 
*ion to justify the separation of people's lives. Mis- 
tahes will be made in every walk of life. We, as 
human b h g s ,  will 'm and if thme is a ajspute F- 
tween two married people which results in the in- 
flicting of bodily harm, that. to my mind, is not 
a sufficient ground to my that those two people shall 
not live together again. We have not yet reached 
that stage in our civilization. I bldieve that ~y 
a dispute occurs through wme misundemtanhng 
and we should not give persons the opportunity, 
when they are vexed, to go and &I ththermselv- &p&. 

Mr. TALMA : Mr. Chairman,-It seems as 
though the wrong interpretation has been put on 
these words. Even the very amendment by 'the junior 
member for St. Lucy is not in place because anless 
the words "or to a term of imprisonment exceed- 
ing two months" in lines 4 and 5 are also deleted, 
the Clause does not make sense. What is disturbing 
honourable members' minds is the wrong interpreta- 
tion which is being placed on the real, true purport 
of this ground. This is bodily harm out and out; 
it is not an assault. There are offences such as 
assault and battery, bodily harm, and wounding. 
Bodily harm is more or less tantamount b wound- 
ing; it is not the sort of assault and battery which 
is referred to by the senior member for St. Peter as 
a "brushing up". If the "brushing up" continue8 
lonp enough and ends up in bodily harm I think it 
is time that the parties should not be divorced but 
should have grounds for separation and mainten- 
ance of the injured party and children, if any. As 
far  as the amendment by the junior member tor 
St. Lucy is concerned I believe he would agree wlth 

me that he must necessarily delete those words in 
lines 4 and 5 if the Clause is to make sense. 

311:. ADANS : I want to make an appeal to hon- 
ourable members-who, like me, a t  first took the 
senior member fpr St. Peter facetiously-not to 
let it go forth to the world 'that the Barbados House 
of Assembly is putting a premium on wife beating. 
Does the honourable member seriously suggest that 
in the year of grace 1948, a husband has the right 
to u*e any force whatever against his wife? He 
claims that right for a bullying husband or a hus- 
band who comes hdme all hours in the night for a 
wife to put a knife in him. I hope honourable mem- 
bers will not take his remarks seriously. It would be 
lamentable) for us, in the year 1948 when we are try- 
ing our best to help married women, to let it, go 
follth that we are condoning wife beating. You 
flo qdt automqt,ically separate people because a 

1 busband has beaten his wife any more than you 
automatically separate people because a husband has 
been fined. Theue are many wives who know that 
their husbands have lapsep of virtue but do not run 
into the Divorce Court; they forgive them but you 
should not put it in the Statute Book that the wih 
who cannot forgive should have ground for divorce 
automatically as soon as she carries her husband 
into Court or gets an order. It happens over and 
over again that husband and wife appear in Court 
and the &,e gets into the witness box and states that 
she does not d,esir,e to go on with the case. If there is 
love, there will be forgiveness. If the marriage has not 
been broken down on some other ground, i t  would not 
be broken down on adultery or cruelty. Some 
wives remain with their husbands although they are 
beaten every Saturday night. Women are remark- 
able persons when one considers what they put up 
with. I f  women were not remarkable persons, all 
of us, mlm would be divorcees or dead. I hope hon- 
ourable members will see that this is not automati- 
cally agreeing to a wparation order. You are merely 
allowing women, if they find their husbands guilty 
of adultery, to go into Coult but they just take that 
as a temporary ahrration due largely to one, rea- 
son or another. 

Nr. BRANCKER: For the benefit of the senior 
member for St. Peter I will say that gdievious bodily 
harm is am indictable offenoe. If it is an ordinarv 
cane of bodily harm, i t  does not go before the Chie'f 
Jwtice. Mr. Chairman, I will amend my motion by 
moving that the words "od to a term of imprisonment 
erneeding two months" in lines 4 and 5 of Clause 2 be 
also deleted. 

T$ question that the words proposed to be 
deleted stand wrt af the ,Clause is put and reSolved 
in the affirmative without division. 

The question that C l ~ a w  2, as ammded, stand 
part of the Bill is put and resolved \in th affirmative 
without divkion. 

Clauses 3, 4, and 5 inclusive are read and arc 
a w e d  to. 

Clause 6. (1) If at any time after the making 
of any order under this Act complaint shall l+ made 
to the Police Magistrate that any sum to be paid in 
pursuance of any such order has not b e n  paid, he 
shall summon the husband and enquire into the com- 
plaint, and if he k satisfied 

(a) that the 'amount daiqed is due and has not 
been paid or duly tendlered; 

(b) that the husband making default has had 
since the date of the order or the last pay- 
ment in wspect thlereof the means to pay , 

the sum in respect of which he has made 
default (Provided that ilf h,, not aatisfi*ed 
he may either examine the husband on oath 
as to his means or ditrect an investigation by 
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the Probation Officer under Section 4 of thls 
Act or may both examine the husband on 
loath and direct a n  investigation by the P ro  
bation Officer as aforesaid) 
he shall, subject to the pmvilsions of Sectioli 
14 of this Act, ordmer the, paymemt of tlle 
arrears or any part  thereof to be, enforced 
under either the paragraph numbaered (5) or 
the paragraph numbeyed (6) in  Section lforty 
of the Police Magistrate's Act, 1905, as he 
shall think fit. 
(2) Whlere an  order contdins a provision 

committing to the applicant the legal custody of any 
children of the marriage, a copy of the order may be 
served upon any peRSOn in whose actual custody of 
the children may f~or the time beling be, and thereupon 
the provision may, without prejudice to any other 
mmledy open to the applicant, be enforced in accord- 
ance d t h  the folllowing subsection of this section. 

(3 )  A person making default in complying 
with *an o r d e ~  ,served on him under thte provisions of 
the preceding subsection may without prejudice to 
any othmer ~emedy  open to the applictmt, in the 
cretion of the Court be ordered to pay a sum not 
exceeding one pound for every day during wh'ich be is 
in default or to be imp~isoned until he, has remldied 
his default : 

Provided that a person shall not for non-compli- 
ante with any such order as aforesaid be liable undel' 
this srubsection to imprisonment for 'a) or periods 
amounting i n  the a g p g a t ,  to more than two months, 
or to the payment of any sums exceeding in the agqe -  
gate twenty pounds. 

MT. ADAMS : I beg to move that that be Clause 
6 o~f the Bill. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: I advocated a ghort while ago 

the payment of a sum not exceeding $55 for a mtatrried 
woman who gets a separation order but  I should like 
to heay the senior member for St. Joseph explain sub- 
clawe 3 of this Clause. I do  not th'ink the Govern- 
ment is serious about the wording "or to be impris- 
oned until he hara remtedied his, default." 

Mr. ADAMS: I am afraid that the honouralble 
member has overlooked the fact that sub-c law 3 
refers only to snb.clause 2 of this Clause. If a 
person has the custody olf a child and the, Court 
feds  that he ought not to have it but that the wife 
~ h o u l d  have t,he cust~ody of that child and makes an 
order to that effect and the person refuses to comply 
with the order 'thlen something has to be done w'kh 
that person. Some husbands carry away children 
and put them in  the custody of thmeir grandmother3 
or other relatives and the niothms are invariably 
advised that when they see their children they 
should hold them and take them to their 
respective homes. Some husbands, I have no doubt, 
will go to jail for 'occasional pe~iods and keep the 
childpen. 

The questioi?. that Clause 6 stand part of the Bill 
is put  and resolved in t& affirmative without division. 

Clauses 7 and 8 are! read and are agreed to. 
Clause 9. The Police Magistrate of any district in  

which an order has been mad,e under this Act or 
under the Married Woman's Act 1895 may, on the 
application of the married woman or hfer husband. 
a d  upoil cause b'eing shown upon fresh evidence to 
the satisfaction of the Court a t  any time, alter, vary 
o r  di8chasg.e any sue41 order, and may upon any sucli 
application from time to  time increase or diminish 
the amount of any weekly payment ordered to be 
made, so that the sanae, does not in any case exceed 
the weekly sum of two pounds. 

Mr. I ~ D A ~ X S ,  ~16th 1e1ave, alters the last two words 
L two p ~ ~ n d ~ s "  to "five pounds'' and the f igura 

"1895" to "1896". 
At this stage, 2 pm., Mr. SPEAKER re~sumes the 

Chair and adjourns the House until 2.45 p.m., in 
accordance with Rule 40 (a).  

REPLIES LAID 

On re-assembling, 
Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to lay on 

the Table of the House the replies to questions No. 
27 standing in the name of the honourable j u n b r  
member for St. Lucy. 

SUSPENSION O F  RULE 61 (A)  

Mr. ADAAIS: I ask lelave to move the SUS- 

pension of Rule 61 (a) so as to continue Government 
Business. I hope to finish the Bill with which we 
were dealing before the adjournment for lunch, and 
to makel a beginning with the Publlic Hlealth Bill. I 
believe that most honourable members would like 
this Bill referred to a Select Committee. I t  is mere- 
ly  for the purpose of dealing with these two matters 
that I am asking leave to move the suspension of the 
Rule. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave 6 make the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that Rule 61 (a) be 
now suspended. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
The question that Rule 61 ( a )  be now suspended 

was put  and resolved i n  the affirmative. 
A division was taken as follows:- 
Ayes: Dr. CUMMINS, Messrs. F. L. WALCOTT, 

FOSTER, MAPP, ADAMS, BLACKMAN, DOWDINQ, GALS, 
WILKINSON and WARD-10. 

Noes : Messrs. BRANCKER, CRAWFORD, HAYNES 
and S. A. WALCOTTA. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The que~tion that Rule 61 (a) 
be now suspendled has 'b'eea decided in  the affirmative, 
ten honourable members voting "Aye" and four 
honourable members "No." The Rule cannot be sus- 
pended, however, since tw.elve honourable members 
must vote for  the suspension of a Rule. 

WEIGHING O F  PEASANTS' CANES AT 
SUGAR FACTORIES 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the last occasion of 
Question Time the House were debating the replies 
given to questions No. 10 put  by the honourable 
junior member for St. Lucy, relating to the weigh- 
ing of peasants' canes a t  sugar factories. Those 
honourable members who have already spoken are: 
The honourable j u i ~ i o ~  member fol- St. Lucy, (Mr. 
Brancker), the honourable senior nleinber for St. 
Philip (Mr. Crawford) , the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Andrew (Mr. Haynes), the honourable 
senior member for St. Lucy (Mr. Ward), the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Michael (Mr. Cox), 
the honourable senior member for S't. Jarnesf 
(Mr. S. A. Walcott) and the honourable senior u m -  
ber for St. George (Afr. Dowding). The honourable 
senior membler for St. Peter (Mr. P. L. Walcott) was 
speaking on the last occasion. 

Mr. E'. L. WALCOTT did not rise to speak. 
Mr. BRANCKER : I will exemise my right of re- 

ply and finalke the discusslion on the question. I n  the 
course of his remarks relative to the scale beam at 
Spring Hall Factory on the last occasion, the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Janles referred to the 
fact that this Factory has received a considerable 
amount of canes more this season, incluaing a large 
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quantity from the peasant proprietors, than it has in order that I might discuss the replies given to my 
ever received. In fact, the honourable member said questions No. 15. It will 'be recalled that my ques- 

thereby implied that the peasants were perfectly 

l 
that this was a record year for this factory and 1 tions were:- 

Has the attention of Government been drawn 
satisfied in the past; that this was just a mistake on to a circular issued in August 1947, by His Exoel- 
the part of the caneweigher, although the hon. member lency the Governor of Trinidad to all Heads of 
did not go on to a y  why it is that this cane-weigher Government Departments in that Colony directing 
did not weigh the cmes this season, and the peasants that "whenever a vacancy for first ap~crintmmt or 
have had their coddence so completely restored in promotion occurs they should hesitate long and 
that scale beam and in the factory cane-weigher and search their consciencws hard before they recommend 
manager that they have decided to send their canes that it 1s essential )to import a "United Kingdom 

me that inasmuch as this factory manager ancl this 
I there in large quantities. Many peasants have told Officer' to fill it?" 

Will Government strongly urge on the Colonial 
cane-weigher at this factory were caught during the Office that preferenoe be given to West Indian, and 
last crop season with this big deficit of over a quar- particularly Barbadian, applicants for such ap- 
t~ of a ton in favour of the factory they did not pointments in the local Civjl Service as are 
think that this would take place in two crops rlzii- now, or may become vacant t 
ning and that is why they are trying Spring Hall The reply to the first question is "No" the 
again this year, although other factoriles may feel attention of Government h a  not been drawn to this 
that they can enjoy themselves at the expense of the circular; the only information which they have re- 
poor peaant proprietor. In  other words, the peasant ~a rd ing  the issue of such a circular has been ob- 
~roprietors have such a high opinion of the shrewd- tained from Press reports. The reply to the second 
ness of the person who runs that factory as h think question is that it is already the policy of the Colo- 
that such a mistake would not be made in two CroPP nial Office to develop to the full opportunites for 
running. The peasant proprietors have that feeling West I n d i m  to staff the Public Serv~ces in British 
this year, but that will not be the case next Year. W'est Indian territories. Mr. Speaker, my comments 
Apart from that, there has been a certain amount ~f in connection with these replies are these: it is re- 
canvassing going on by the factory in order to get markable that His Excellency the Governor of 
as many of the ~easants' canes as possible. Special Trinidad should mgard i t  necessary to issue such a 
inducements have been offered people to send their circular as recently as August 1947, to all Beads of 
mnes to Spring Hall, in preserence to Fairfield. There Government Departments giving them certain direc- 
has been a considerable ttmo~nt of vision exercised tions in respect of vacancies if he was aware, as our 
in respect of Spring Hall although, unfortunately, Government claims to be aware, that it is already 
'the itinerant inspectors wene put to work after ' 
the crop had started this year. My final comment in I 
respect of this matter is that the answer which the 
Government gaye to my question is just a ge11era1, 
complacent sort of answer : ''All Sugar factory 
scales are tested prior to the commencement of the 
crop and several times during the crop." That 
answer does not in itself indicate that they fully 
appreciate the extreme importance of this situation- 
There is the need for a satisfied peasantry and we 
m ~ s t  emure that justice is done to people who send 
their canes to the factory. We must ensure that the 
test which is carried out is suf??ciently stringent; we 
must ensure that a scale tested 'by thee: means which 
the police are using is properly tested. In  other 
words, the scale must be tested to capacity: even if 
the Officers do not notify the factory Owners as to 
their visit, they do not test the scales to capacity so 
as to ensure that ,if there is anything wrong, the 
fault would be immediately apparent. The De- 
~artment  which looks after the testing of these 
scales must see to it that it posses=s sufficient aP- 
paratus in order to ensure that the scales are tested 
to capacity, that the cane-weighers are a p p r o ~ d  by 
the Labour Commissione~ and that wh% i~~stmces 
occur such as that which occurred at Spring Hall 
Factory during the last crop, they will be debarred 
from weighing any more canes in the futude. I think I 
have made my points sufficiently Clear in nrdng 
that these factory scales be tested by such adequate 
means as will demonstrate whether they are work- 
ing correctlv or not, and that h i n g  so, I now a& 
leave to withdraw my motion. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave to withdraw his motion. 

APPolm*NT OF INDIANS To 
SERVICES IN INDIAN 

TERRITORIES 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to 
mow the adjournment. of thte House for five minutes 

the policy of the Colonial Offica to develop to ,the 
full, opportunities for West Indians to staff the 
Public Services in these British West Indian terri- 
tories. If that is already the policy of the Colonial 
Office and that policy is being faithfully and con- 
scientiously carried out, one wonders why the Gov- 
ernor of Tdnidad should be guilty of such a super- 
fluous act as to & sending out this circular to all 
Heads of Departments giving thein wrtain instrue- 
tions. We are in a difficult position nowadays, since 
the institution of these self-governing Dominions of 
India, Burma, Ckylon and Pakistan relative to dis- 
placed personnel from the Indian Civil Service. As 
we can readily see, whether we like to face the facts 
or not, the vast numbfer of posessions which were 
held by this big Empire overseas have considerably 
decreased and will continue to decrease. Countries 
like India, Burma and others are completely free to 
make appointments in their own Civil Service and 
one cannot blame the United Kingdom Government 
if they fkd that they must find employment for those 
officials who were formerly employed in these coun- 
tries; they have to try and find employment for these 
officials in the Coloniees. Charity begins at home. I 
nepeat that we1 cannot blame the United Kingdom 
Government for attempting to find employment for 
their own people; but we have to cornider pu~(inp: 
our own home in order. 

. Mr. SPEAKER: I ask honourable members on 
, this side, of the Table not to carry on any convema- 

tion because the Reporter &ds it very difficult to 
report and I find it very difficult to hear the honour- 
able member. 

Mr. BRANCKER : I was saying that we have 
to look after ourselves and register our protest either 
when appointments are made outside when we know 
that we have persons equally competent fill them 
in the West Indian sphere, or when appointments 
ere anticipated before they are made. I t  is all well 
and good to say that there are occasions when offi- 
cials from our islands are appointed in the service 
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of the Crown outside but if you keep a careful check 
on tha position you will find that to one appoint- 
ment of a Barbadian official outside the West .Indies, 
there are three appointments of United Kmgdom 
officials to this island. (m. ADAM8 : That is not 
true). The same thing applies to the west Indies 
as a whole. I take it that we can faithfully say that 
that is w b t  the Governor of Trinidad had in mind 
when he issued that circular to the Heads of De- 
partments there. Recently we had a West Indian, 
a Barbadian Official in the person of the Chief Medi- 
cal officer, transferred to North Borneo; as against 
that we have the Attorney General appointed from 
outside, and nobody could dispute that there are 
competent and able Wbst Indians who could fa that 
post. Ewn if that Post could not have been au 
by a local man, there are oertain distinguislred 
lawyers in other West Indian Colonies who would 
not, by any means, be averse to filling this particular 
appointment. (A iXEMBER: Like Hanna~s and 
OIReilly?) There is the post of Financial Secretary 
which, we understand, has been filled by some non- 
West Indian official. There is vacant at present 
the post of Executive Engineer in our local De- 
partment of Highwap and Transport, a post in 
vr;hich a mechanic h a  been acting. We have got 
to look for our 0- people and I do not say that in 
any narrow sense; I am not from a Bar- 
badian point of view but from a West Indian point 
of If in the mTest Indie  there are suitable 
candidates for any pwt even that of Governor or 
Colonial secretary, then a West Indian should be 
appointed to that post. If West Indians are avail- 
able then one of them should be appointed to the 
pmt of Financial S e c e r y ,  Ewrcutive Engineer or 

the conduct of the &lnihistration of the territory. 
Apparently the Government is not alive to thR situa- 
tion that there are occasions when persons are appoint- 
ed to the Public Services from the United Kingdom, 
p e w s  whose qualifications are no bethr than, or nor. 
8s good as, those of West Indians who have applied 
for such appointn~ents. I feel that I must m k e  that 
comment and urge the Government to re-consider 
its point of view in relation to this matter and not 
rest satisfied in its mind that it is already the 
of the Colonial Office to do a certain thing. The 
Government must not feel satisfied that that policy 
is being carried out 100% perfectly. A ?oliCy is 
a thing that might rnmin on paper, but ~t is the 
practice which matters. Perhaps the Government will 
agree with m that whatever may be the policy of 
the Colonial Offiw, that policy k not being camied 
out a, faithfully as many West Indians would like 
it to be carried out; and we should let the Colonid 
Office know hoy we feel about the matter and how 
there is being put into practice what is claimed to be 
already the policy of the Colonial Office. 

Mr. (=RBWFORD : I beg to second the how 
ourable ~lllember's motion. I think that so far as this 
matter is concerned, we should commend the Gov- 
ernor of Trinidad for his interest in the members of 
the Civil Service of that Colony. With that view per- 
meating the leading Officer of that colony the ap- 
pointment of the Colonial Secretary of Trinidad &J 

llot to be wondered at. We, in this colony, in spite of 
the fact that we have an Assistant to the Colonial 
secretary, and an Assistant to the Assistant to the 
Colonial Secretary, we have not yet been privileged 

1 to have an important office in the Secretariat, an ad- 
any other post in the West Indies. We can pass a ministrative office filled by a local man. The Gov- 
awolution of sympathy in r p e c t  of those UniOad I ernment would be well advised to endeavour to fol- 
Kingdom officials who find themselves disintegrated, low the policy of the Trinidad Government as demon- 
but however great our sympathy is for them, our strated by the statement in the first question &ed 
sympathy for our own people must greater. The by the honourable junior member for St. LUCY. I feel 

replies to these questions were given 
as long ago as the 11th of November, 1947, when t.hey 
said that they had no information on the matter 
beyond what they had obtained from Press reports. 
I am glad to see that the Government is now keep- 
ing in touch with what appeak in the Press; having 
seen that information in the Press it would have 
'been quite easy for the Government to verify it by 
contacting the Oovernment of Trinidad. I have no 
reason to doubt the information; it appears in per- 
baps the most widely circulated of West Indian 

that the local Government ljhould have taken steps to 
commun'ica.ta with The( Trinidad Government in an 
attempt to find out whether this Press neport was 
accurate or not. Having failed to do so, the Gov- 
ernment does leave one with the opinion that it 
did not care whether this report was tme or not, 
and it had no interest in the matter beyond the 
fact that the Colonial Office has already given a 
directive on the matter. We know from, practical 
experience what actually happens to thme directives 
by the Colonial Office. and what we want to see, is 

newspapem and them was no disclaimer. There W ~ S  ' not a directive bolt tha actual implementation of 
a reason for i t ;  perhaps the present Governor . ~ f  ! the policy contained in it. Within recent date we 
Trinidad may be a man who is sympathetic with have had the painful experience as to the manner 
the people of that colony and even although he ' 
might feel that his fellows in the Unite$ Kingdom 
mi@t suffer as a result of his circular, yet he sees 
how great is the need in the Wmt Indies for the pre- 
ferment of West Indians for posts which they am 
capable of filling. I am not suggesting that if there 
is a vacancy in the West Indies that it should he 
filled by a West Indian who is not qualified to fill 
i t ;  but when we have men who are qualified, perhapa 
more qualified than, or equally as qualified as, a 

in which the local Government ignored this_ direc- 
tive which the Colonial Office, in so far as this par- 
Zlcular ~ecommeadahon is concernfed, & t~ 
apply to Barbados. There is no doubt that, with 
the loss to the Empire of India, Burma and other 
places both in the Near and the Far East, a large 
number of Colonial servants of coppara t i~e l~  young 
ages have found themselves unemployed and it is 
an open secret that in spite of the fact that we have 
been told here that the. Colonial Office is pursuing 

United Kingdom official to fill a vacancy in the Weat ( the policy of developing to the full opportunities 
Indies, the preferment should be given to a West for West Indians to staff the Public Services in the 
Indian, because there is no question about it that / British West Indian territories, it has been suggested 
if there is any vacancy in England, a West Indian by the same Colonial Office to the Administrators 
would have a hard jab to fill it even if his qualifi- 1 in these colonies t h t  whenever and w h w e r  pos- 
cations were better than those of a United Kingdom 
man. 1 must say that when the Government o'bserv~s ill 

their reply that it is already the policy of the Cdo- 
nial Office to develm to the full opportuniths for 
West Indians to staff the Public Services in British 
West Indian tefiitories, they do not seem to exer- 
cise that amount of vigilance which one would like 

sible certain posts are to be filled by some of these 
unemployed Administrators from the former east- 
ern colonies of Great Britain. Not only in fill- 
ing vacancies which now exist but also in the crea- 
tion of new posts do we see some attempt made to 
implement this latter recommendation. I hope that 
the raising of this question by the honourable junior 

to associate with the Government with regard to member for St. Lucy will impress upon the mind I 



of the Administration in this colony that responsible 
people are paying attention to this matter and are 
closely watching to see what policy will be followed 
in the immediate future both in regard to filling 
vacancies and also in regard to .filling new posts 
~rhich have been created or are about to be created. 
We have to bear in mind that not only do the im- 
ported officials receive fat salaries from the Treagur~ 
but when they lmve this colony wei are saddled with 
the expense of wnltributing a collsideraldp sum 
to them, and it is more or less obvious to anyone 
who pays any attention to the matter that we can- 
not d o r d  with impunity to continue the practice 
which has been our policy in the past. Moreover 
when members of the local Civil Semice are qualify- 
ing themselves to fill the highest appointments, it 
is but right that opportunities should be given thea 
to fill these appointments. There will not be any 
incentive to young men to qualify themselves for 
filling these posts and then when the posts are 
to be filled these men fkd  themselves ._superseded 
by people perhaps with inferior qualifications, pea- 
ple who are not natives of West Indian territories. 
In view of the continual proclamations by the c40- 
nial Office that the colonial service should be staffed 
even to the highest level by colqnial p.eople, this 
matter is deserving of more than passing attention. 
I t  is to be sincerely hoped that we sha!l not haye 
to suffer the humiliation and the dissatlsfactl~n lp 
the near future of seeing ogcials who were Prevl- 
ously employed in other parts of the Empire pitch- 
forked into positions in thjs colony over the heads 
of our locally qualified men. 

Mr. ADAMS : I should just like to say that 
in one of the very first speeches I made in this 
House I suggeskd that there are in the island only 
two posts which should not be filled by Barbadians, 
namely, the post of Governor and *hat of Colonial 
Secretary. For years now 1 am no longer of that 
opinion . I agree with the honourable member that 
as far as possible YOU should West Indians 
tc  posts in the West Indies but I am no longer of 
the opinion that only Thrbadians should be appoint- 
ed to senior posts in this island although it. is 
reasonable to appoint them in any posts for which 
thy are fitted in the Caribbean or =on-Caribbean 
a&a. I do not want to particularise beoause I may give 
the impression that 1 have personal feelings against 
mme individual; but in an island 21 by 14 there are 
ae&in key positions in which it takes most exep- 
tional men not to be @ided by the influence of 
their families and their friends. I think should 

it ,,lear that we are hoping e e  a w ~ t  
Indian and West Indians being moved around 
in the area and glling The Governor of 
Trinidad might have had as best possible reasons 
for doing what he did. I do not think that we should 
say anflhing derogatory of any other West Indian 
colony or of any West Indian, but what can we 
learn from Trinidad exoept how not to do some 
things? We should look above and not below our- 
selves ; we should not say that because this or that 
thing is said or done in Trinidad we should say or do 
it here. That seems to be looking backward rather 
than looking forward. This matter has not only been 
raised in this island; I have here a letter from the 
Secretary of State for the ColonBs written since 
1945 to our local Government drawing attention to 
the fact that grievance has been frequently expressed 
in the West Indies in relation to the number of im- 
ported officials who are appointed to senior posts 
in the Caribbean areas. It is pointed out thak where 
there are suitable candidates amilable locally, these 
candidates are considered first, then candidates in 
the rest of the Cafibbean area and it is only for some 

* 

good reason that appointments are made ouGde. 
This matter has cropped up from time to time. Apsrt 
from the Agricultural Department in which there is 
Dr. Saint, Mr. Tucker and Mr. Blackburn, mwt of 
the senior officers in this island are Barbadians, and 
it is only recently that Mr. McLeod has been appoint- 
ed here from St. Vinmt.  In  T r i n i M  we have two 
barristers from this colony, namely, Mr. Fergusson 
and Mr. Archer; m d  two othms in the Bahamas, 
namely, Mr. Bancroft and Mr. Field. m. Reece ha 
been trans8mred to Nigeria and there is Mr. Holdee 
in British Guiam so that we have no real pouse in 
Barbados at least not among the lawyersl *eing that 
M many haye b m  exported from this island. 

Bfr. SPEAKER: I am sorry to interrupt thc 
honourable membw, but -it is now tilne for the con- 
aideration of Ptivate Mmbers9 Business. 

SUSPENSION OF RXJLE 61 (B) 

Mr. ADAMS: For the reasons which I gave 
just now, I am asking leave to move the sruspmion 
of Rule 61 (b) so as to continue Government Busi- 
1 1 ~ .  I did not intend to ask leave to move the sus- 
pension of this Rul, if Question Time hetl n ~ t  been 
taken up; but now that QuMion Time has been 
taken up, I repeat for the ;benefit of those honour- 
able members who were not in the Houk in the lirst 
instance that I will not ao anything more than 
finish the BD1 wit.h which we were d d i n g  before the 
luncheon intecrval and then we can make oup corn- 
rrqents on the Public Health Bill which 1 beliwe 
honourable members desire to wfer to a Select 
committee. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
was granted leava to make the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that Rule 61 (b) 
be now suspended. 

I beg to swond ,.hat. 
&. MOTTLEP : I was not here when the 

honourabb member made the motion for the suspen- 
sion of the ~~l~ in the firm instan% bu; 
I want to make my pdt ion  clear. I to do 

I cm do in order to facilitate 
BusinMS being done, but I cannat gime up &e tim 
for the consideration of Private Memqbera' Bnsiness 
Tuesday after Tuesday. It is absolutel~ wrong do 
that. When it is a case of important ( f o v e m m t  
Business which must be done, I am prepared to vok 
for the suwmsion of the Rules SO to allow such 
important Government BusjnW% to be done. I fed 
very strongly in this matter; i t  does not matter 
what CoTenh  'are made in the Press, those of us 
who ara outside the Government must see that Orders 
standing in Our nam* am discussed. It is true 
that under Private Membm' Busin? there are a 
lot of things which might be described as nonsense(, 
and unnqcessary and I am not prepared to sit down 
and Prevent Government Business which must !6enefit 
the entire community from being done. However, 
there are matters under Private Membe*' Business 
with which it is necessarp to proceed and I regret 
that I c&nnot vote for the suspension of this Rule. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I want to add in the fimt 
place that I am in agreement with the m a r k s  of the 
previous speaker, and secondly, I want to say that 
in the fixing of the Order Paper, whoever is mspon- 
sible for; it, one notic& that there is the deliberate 
putting of matters of less importance to be dimmed 
during the m d n g  sfssion, and in the afternoon the 
excuse is made that t he~e  are important matters 
to b*~.  dealt with, matters which are dewMng of 
i m d i a t e  attention. Order No. 2 on the Order 
Paper under Government Bnsimls to-day W- the 
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second rceading of a Bill to m e n d  the law relating 
to Separation and Maintenance. We s p a t  over an 
hour on that Bill when many of us. thought that we 
could have discussed the Public Health Bill or some 
other measure under Government Buisiness. The 
policy is very appa~ent ; matters of rdative unim, 
portanae ane d'bcussed in the first instance under 
Government Busin- and then in the afternoon when 
Private Members' Business should be discussed we are 
told that there am important matters under 
Government Business which must be done! I thinli 
that Private Members of this House aze justified in 
seeing that they ge2, the time which is devoted to 
their busines. 

Mr. ADMVlS : If the honourable mmber who 
has just were capable of thinbing deantly of 
other people I could, answer him to suit. He has 
charged whoever 'is responsible for s n g  the Order 
Paper with doing things which are categorically not 
true. I give him the lie direct to that. Sometimes 
we a y  "Let the Order Paper remain % it &" when 
we are late and sometimes we ask for the suspension of 
Rule 60. I have never done what the honourable mem- 
ber has charged; he h% a mind which I can only de- 
scribe 'by ~ n g  an unparliamentary expression. The 
honourable member cannot differ from anybody with- 
out giving some wrong impnession. What reasonable 
human being could potjsibly have expected this a f t e~-  
nmll that me ~ o u l d  have heard about the  Spring Hall 
affair which ma haw heard about for seven Tuesdays ? 
I thought that honourable members would have given 
up Question Time. I quite agwe that Private 
bers7 Business must be done well Gove-ent 
Businws but I do not think thart we should spend 

objccta to the present alilocation of th ffime in 
relation to the busin- of t& House, let him attempt 
to make some change ; and if the atkmpt is successful 
then we can work on some other ~ystem. I seem to 
remember not so many yeaw ago whezn the honourable 
member used to expend many a long half an hour or 
an hour in discussing replies to questions. 

The qumtion that Rule 61 (b) b*e now suspended 
was put and r@aolved in the negative. 

A division wals taken as follows:- 
Ayes: Messrs. F. L. WALCOTT, COX, FOSTER, MAw, 

TALMA, ADAMS, BLACKMAN and Dr. CUMMINS-8. 
NOCS : Ma~srs. SYMMONDS, BRANCHER, CRAWFORJ), 

HAYNES, DOWDING, X. A. W A ~ C O ~ ,  WILK~NSON, 
MomLm m d  WARD--9. 

FURTHER REPLIES LAID. 

Mer. ADARXS: I ask leave to lay the mply to 
q u a ~ i o n  No. 50 standing in the n w  of the honours- 
able senior member for St. P&er. I am sorry that 
I did not know that it was pud k fore  me to be( laid. 

There being no objwtion, the honourable member 
was granixd leave. 

Mr. TALMA: I ask learve to lay the replies to 
question& No. 49 standing in the name of the honour- 
able senior mkmber for the City. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable mkmber. 

ORDER POSTPONED. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The fimt Order of the Day 
urlder Private Members' Business is to resume debate 

Tacsday after Tuesday in discussing the reply which 
has been given to a question. I quite apele with what 
the honourable wnior member ifor the Clity has said 
in respect of Private Members' Bu~ine~ss. We must 
have some senBe of and I suggest with a 
full sense of any implication of what I am saying 
&;hait anyone who can devote SQ much time to 
discussion of this question has no sew? of duty to his 
constituents. 

Mr. BIGANCKER: The honourable member has 
said that there WPe seven Tuesdays during which 
the reply to a certain question was discussed. I f  the 
24 memkrs of this House took &even Tuesday-I do 
not admit that that figure is accurate-to expneSS 
their various points of view on any question, they 

entitled to express them. If wmebody 
finds that certain questions are embarrassing, that is 
his funeral; but to suggest that honuorable members 
am not entitled to take as long as they think i t  necs- 
sar;v to exprws their poinh of view to the Govern- 
mmt is to make an undue attrempt to stifle discussion 

Until we decide that the Rullefi of the 
House ,&ould be changed and they are changed, the 
procedure remains the same. We h a w  the eime for 
Government Business, we have Question Time and 
we have the time for Private Member8"miness and 
whenever the Government can make out a case for 
~ v e r t i n g  Government Business, they have never 
failed to get the sympathetic approval of members 
of the House. So dam as the Publio Health Bill to 
which the honourable member has refierred con 
ce.med that Bill \is low down on the Order 'Paper and 
it shmld be put as Order No. 1 at the next meeting 
of the Routs when honourable members will come 
pwpared with their comments. Nob~dv could be 
emect.ed to deal hurriedly with this Bill which iq  

Order No. 15 on the Order Par~cer: and we have never 
to set through with 14 items in one day. 

Tf the honourable wenior member for St. Joseph 

0x1 the mobion that this House adjourn for 5 minutes 
in order to ~0111~idR~ that in the opinion the House 
the failure of the Government to formulate and 
declare its policp with regard to the assistan% it 
is Prepared to afford new industries & disadvantageous 
to the best inkrest of the Island. , 

Thili motion was made by the honourable senior 
member for St. Philip and seconded by the honour- 
able senior member for St. John. Then the adjourn- 
"ent of the debate was moved by the honourable 
senior member for St. Philip who will have the 
light to repb.  

Mr. CRAWF'oRD : I think I will have to con 
my first speech. 

Mr. SPEAKER! I think you had concluded 
your 

Mr. CRAWF'ORD: 1 moved the adjournment 
of tb debate and th4 motion W@ ~econdad, by the 
honourable senior member for St. John. 

Mr. SPEAKER,: That is the note I have. 
Mr. CRAWFORD : Your Honour will recall 

that it was getbing dark and hon. rnemkrs expressed 
the desire to have discwsion on the motion postponed. 
I then moved the postponement of the discussion 
and the honourable senion member for St. John 
seconded the motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I w e e  that when m honour- 
able member moves the postpone~m.ent of a debate ' 
and the motion is aigrdedi to, he has the right to  con- 
tinue his s~elech; but in this case the honourable 
membier haq already spoken. 

Mr. CRAWJ?ORD : Hoaver ,  the honourable 
senior memhr for the CYity and one or  two other 
honourable members have some mattem of gome 
urgency ~tanding in their names, matters with 

would like to dleal this afternoon. The honour%- 
ble senior member for St. @erg++ is if the 
ma.iorit?' of honourable membem agre ,  to proceed 
with a Ves tv  matter. 



Mr. S P U E R :  I will call the  order^ as they 
are on the Order Paper and it {is up to any honourable 
member to move the suspeAon o& Rule 60 so as to 
get an Order taken out of ita p l w .  

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60 

Mr. DOWDING: I ask leave to move the 81%- 
pension of Rule 60 in order to prooeed with Order 
No. 4 as tb h t  Order of the Day under Wv&a 
Members" B&m. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

Mr. DOWDING: I beg to move that Rule 60 be 
now smpndd.  

Mr. SYMMONDS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. ' 

THE ST. GEoRI($E 'S P m S H  LOAN B m  

Mr. I beg to move that Order No' 
4 be taken as the first Ordm of the Day under Private 
Members' Business. 

Mr. SYMMONDS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Order of Day 
therbfore stands in the name of the honourable synior 
member for St. @o~:-Second reading of a Bdl to 
authorise the Vestry of the parish of St. GeO%e to 
r a h  a loan for the PurPW of *pairs to 
the roofs of St. ~eorge's a u ~ h ,  St. Jade's o h a ~ e l  
and St. George's Itectory. =. DoWDING: This is not contro*rsid 
matt@ and I do not intend to VeV much on it- 
This Bill eeks to authorise the V m t ~  of the parish 
of St. George to raise a loan not exceeding 86,000 
for the purpose of repairing the rods of St. George's 
Church, St. Judas's Chapel and St. *rf?@'f+  recto^'. 
The roof of the Church is in a very bad conaition 
and it has been so for a number of years. the 
honourable member on my mghb has said, it bakfi~ at 
times like a sieve. It is estimated that 334,000 will 
be required for proV%ing a new roof for the C%urch 
and 331,000 on the wpairts to the roof of St. Juders 
Chapel and a similar sum on the repajrs to the 
roof of St. Georga's Rectorg. I beg to move that 
this Bill, be now  ad a second time. 

Mr. SYMMONDS : I beg to second that. I have 
visited the Church and it % quite plain to @VerYbod~ 
that t h w  repairs are very long overdue. 

The q u ~ t i o n  that this Blill be now read a Second 
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

T& wond  reading was passed. 
On the motion of Nr. DO~DINQ, second(ed by Mr. 

SPMMONDS, Mr. SPEA~ER left the Chair and the 
House went into Colllrnitbe on the Ba, %. MAPP 
being in the Chdir. 

On a similar motion, the Preamble was postpo11.ed. 
Clause, 1, the title iClam, was read and p ~ d .  
Clause 2 was read as foUows?-- 
2. It shall be lawful for the V&ry of the 

parit& & Saint h r g e  and they are hereby authorised 
&om time to time as they m a ~  rq1$1:e the same to 
b o r n  from any person or persons body OF bodiea 
politic or corporate wilIing to lmd the Wne a m or 
sum., of monq not exceed!ing in the aggregate the 
mlm of six thousand pounds to be mnlied. by t h m  
in maSnp repairs to the roofs of Sainb George.b 

Mr. DOWDING: I beg to move that Clause 2 
stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. SYjkQKONDS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. WILUNSON: I suggeslt that the words 

' ' three pounds tes shillings" occurring in line eleven 
ot t b  Glause be deleted m order to irw@rt the words 
"four pounds." That WJ not prevent h monzy 
from be- borrowed at the rate of 34%; 1 am ody 
throwing out the suggestion. 

&. DOWDLNG : I beg to accept that amend- 
mlmh. 

Mr. F. L. W W O T T  : T k  people who drafted 
this Bill mwt have had wry good reasons for putting 
the rate of interast payable on this nconey a t  34%. 
This Bill has been on the Order Paper for a long 
t h e  and now we are agreeing off-hand to the 
amemhnent of the honourable junior member for 
St. James to make %the interest payabh on tbis money 
at 4% 1 I do not that. I take it thait the 
Vwtrymen of ,the parish of St. &owe know their 
businem a d  they must have known that they could ~,,, *ij money at in,terest &fore that 
rate was put in the Bill. If we agree to the intemt 
on this monq b&g paid, at 4% obviowy nobody 
will lend the qoney at 84-76 intme~t. If we am 
going to accept an aendmmt which allows money 

be borrowed in a rnaAet deam than that which 
was put before t&, House, that is a very serious con- 
sideration. The honou~abl~ mnior for St. 
&,,ge has intrdu& this Bill seeking pe-ssion 
to borrow this money at 34% interest ; he is now 
Churchwardem of the parish and and otheri Vestry- 
men sat around the Table as business men in con- 
nection with this mat& and, wh- ~ Bill was drawn 
up they must have h o r n  that they could get this 
money at 34% 0th- it would have been only a 
matter of changing a figure. I think that very good 
masom must be given before this Housel agrees with 
this amendm.enb; i t  must be &own that they can- 
not get this money & 34% interest m d  thedore 
they have to put on +% mode. I know that as busi- 
new men thley would not readily agree to increasim 
the rate of interest when they knew that they could 
get money at the cheap* rate. 

Mr. TBLIIIIA: I think that the honourable 
member is acting dtva v i m  in this matrtm in view 
of the fact that is not the initroducer of this Bill. 
If t& honourable introducer has acoagtd an amend- 
ment how can anyone, no matter what power he 
might have, say that h~ is objecting to tha principle 
of the amendment? As fafl as I know, if the honour- 
able introducer accepts an amendment then 
the matter is settled. I am not saying that 
no comments should be made on the matter 
but there is no motion to be put. A positive 
motion will have to be made in relation to the amend- 
me@ before it can be put but so far nc motion 
has been made. If as wa have just heard, the hon- 
ourable introducer is Churchwarden of t& parish of 
St. W r g e  and the money of the parish is put in his 
hands and in view of the fact that money is chkap 
today, if he acaepb an amenbent to the Bill I think 
that the matter is settled. I myself have three pri- 
vat~e Bills with which I am anxious to get throdgh 
this afternoon. 

Mr. SYMMONaS : I MIieve that I e m  throw 
a little Light on this matter. As many honoura'ble 
members are awaw, money is not so *adily obtain- 
ed to-day either in Barbadw or in any other part of 

Church and Saint Jude's Chapel and to Saint the world as was the case mme time ago. Some time 
Rectorv and the sum or sums so borrowed ago at the St. Michad's Ve~tr+g we advertised for a 

themon at a rate not exceeding thrbe ban and the loan was oved-subscribed by a very 
ten ,&illin@ wr c e n k i  oer 'annum shall large amount m that we had to allocate a m o m  to 

be a charge on the rates of the said parish. i various parties. A few weeks ago we &in adver- 



tised for a loan offering to pay interest a t  a rate not 
exceeding 4% as the honourable junior member 
for St. James has suggested, and we did not even re- 
ceive ofPm amounting to what we wanted. We had 
to raise the balance in a private manner. I want to 
make it clear to honourabk membws that the amend- 
ment is a very wise one in days like these because I 
am sure that i t  will give the Vestry of St. George 
the opportunity to raise money perhaps without 
having to do what we in St. Michwl had to do. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: If one *ads the Bill, one will 
see that a:, diEculty is m repaymg the money. I n  
my experienm I find that when you call for loans 
and you have to repay them in small sums thefie is 
some difliculty. I take it that the honourable, senior 
member for St. Peter is quite in order to ask for an 
explanation in this matter. If you call for a loan 
with interest not lexeeeding 4% you u y  get people 
offering the loan at 31%. As a matter of fact when 
you oEer to repay a loaa with interest not exceeding 
4% you put yonmelf in a much better ~osit ion be- 
cause C g  companies may h willing to lend the 
money at 34% interest. I feel that me should sup- 
port this amendment b ~ a u s f e  the honourable senior 
member for St. G-eorge having acoepted it, will be 
able to explain to his Vlestry that sinoe this Bill was 
on the Order Paper, the Vestry of St. Michael tried 
to obtain a loan of S4,000 and could not rake the 
amount ; and further the Veistry of St. Andrew tried 
to obtain a loan quite recently, so I am told, and they 
baive b e n  able to obt(ain the full amount. There 
seems to be some good reason for the amendment. I n  
the circumstances I  feel that we can awept the 
amendment and I hope that, my explanation sa6sfisa 
the honourable &&or member for St. Peter. We in 
St. Michael offered 'to repay our loan a t  a rate of 
interest not excedeing 4% and we have not receivzd 
the full amount. If  you get people offaing to  lend 
money at 34% interaft, of course vou accept i t ;  but 
paople are not willing to lend money and get hack 
such small quantities every year. Of course i t  has 
to be done in this way because you could no! very 
well lay a rate m as to repay all t h k  money lln one 
year. 

Mr. DOWDING: Fior the information of the 
honourable senior member for St. Peter I should like 
to say that this Bill wm on the Order Paper in the 
previous wsion of this House and it etood !in the 
name uf the late( honourable senior member! for St. 
George, Nli.. Springer. I took over the Bill as it 
is and in order that there may be no chance of not 
get'tiing the money I have acoepted the amendment- 
suggested by the honourable junior membe~ for St. 
James. I can assure the honourable senior member 
for St. Peter that if we can get this loan at 1% 
interest we will get it. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Thk Bill was introduced 
by tbe honourable senior member for St. George and 
if the honourable junior member for St. James realism 
that it is impossible to get this money a t  39% hinte~t, 
what I am saying is tha4 this amendment should have 
come from the honourable s k o r  member for St. 
George. I ljhould like to say th9at it seems strange 
to me that up to last week 'the Vestry did not know 
that it is impossible to get this money a t  34% interest 
'because they could have been told what the position 
is and the amendmenq could have k e n  put before 
them. But it is left to another honourable member 
to offer this amendment !-This House has the authori- 
ty to eanction this Bill and if we cannot say mything 
as to %is matter, then the Vestry can say that they 
are borrowing his money a t  6% interest and we 
h a ~ e  to. agree with lit. As a representative of the 

people I am only saying how the matter appears to 
me. I may be suspicious; I say thalt it &ems strange 
to me that t h  honourable junior member for St. 
J a m a  should make this amendmeatj when the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. George does not realise 
any difficulty in getting this money. The honourable 
senior member for St. Geol~ge has acoepted the 
amendment but the honoura'ble junior member for 
1st. James has had to make it. I am not 
against the Bill, but when them is anything 
tba,t meets my clisapproval I must speak accordingly. 

Mr. SYMMONDS: These may be one or two 
persom in this island who may have money lying 
down, money which may not be put on the Govern- 
ment Savings Bank; even a t  the Barbados Co-opera- 
tive Bank we may be unable to accept more than 
a certain amount. From my 'experience and from 
that of other honourable members, the amendmentl .of 
the honourable junior member for St. James is a whe 
one; the opportunity is afforded people who may 
have an excess of money to loan it and i't, may be 
loaned a t  34%. 

Mr. CIUWFORD : I think that the argument 
against that of the honourable senior member for St. 
Peter has a lot to commend it. I am Gnclined to agree 
that when the Vlestry scrutinised this Bill and sent 
it to the House with the nate of inberest payable on 
the loan at 3476, they felt that the money was avail- 
able at this percentage. People who know about the 
money market, however, claim that it has 
been changed and the mowy is no longer 
obtainable at 3+% interest. We have Vestry- 
men here from St. Geoqge and St. Andrew 
and in thcese parishes they are trying to get 
money at 34% intenest and they cannot get it. If 
that is the case, then we are left ~ 5 t h  no other a1tre~- 
native but to agree to the amenddent; but if hon- 
ourable members feel or know that they can get this 
money a t  39% interwt then let the Claus- remain 
as i t  is. I feel that in this particular owing to the 
money situation in the colony and the way in which 
the market is affected, the honourable member is 
justified in saying that we should stick to the figure 
of 39% unt'il he has been ,given some argument to the 
contrary. 

Mr. FOSTER: I take i t  that the honourable 
senior mjmber foq St. George is the Executive Officer 
of the parish of St. George. He is a delegate to this 
Folise to represent that parish and if hp L satisfied 
that thiq money i~; worth 4% then this Rouse should 
alcnee to that I quite a@ee that the* is BOme diffi- 
cnltv in the of St. Andrew in obtaining a loan 
of £2.000 at 3+%. T feel that this matter rests in 
the hands of the honourable senior member for 
St. Geor~e and if he as the Executive Officer of t h ~  
narish accents th~e amendment, the r~spon~ihilitv ;s 
hi6 wholly and solelv. 

~la i ise  2 R S  amended was nasqed. 
Clause 3 was read as follows:- 
3. For the p u r p w  of repaying any sum or 

sums which may be borrowed as aforesaid (not ex- 
ceeding together the sum of six thousand pounds) the 
said Vestry are hereby authorjM and requi$d to 
lay a $ate in the &aid parish in the year one thous- 
and nine, hundred and forty eight sufficient to pay 
the sum of three hundied pounds in part payment 
and on account of the sum or sums so borrowed with 
the interest becoaiqg due in that p a r  on the prin- 
cipal sum and the expenses incurrfed in obtaining this 
Act and in each of the niqkteen then following years 
a sum wfficient to pay in each and every one of those 
years a like sum of three hundred.pounds on further 
account of the principal sum 80 borrowed with the 



interest becoming due in those years on the unpaid 
balances of the said principal sum for the time 
being and for defraying all expenses incurred by 
them from time to time in carrying out the provia- 
ions of this Act and such rates are to be laid in the 
usual manner and axle to subject to confirmation 
or amendment in the. usual manner. 

Mr. DOWDING: I ask leave to delete the word 

Clause 2 was read as follows:- 
2. The Sugar Industry Bank (hereinafter 

called "the B d " )  any, if it think fit, grant to the 
legal Persona.1 Representatives of Norman Lisle 
Roach, late of Strathclyb in the Parish of St. 
Michael in this Island, a deceased employee of the 
Bank, out of the funds of the Bank, a gratuity of an 
amount not exceeding four hundred and fifty 

"eight" occurring in line 6 in order to -insert the 
word "nine." 

T h w  ljeing no objectjon, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

C l a m  3 as amended was passed. 
The remaining Clauses of the Bill w e r ~  read 

and p a w d  the word "'Septembm-'' being inser,ted 
in the blank in C l a m  4. 

The Schedules and the Preamble were read and 
passed. 

On the motion of Mk. DOWDINQ, seconde,d by Mr. 
SYMMONDS, the CHBIRMAN reportred the passing of 
the Bill in Cornittee with amendments. 

Mr. SPEIARFR resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

On 'motions of Mr. DOWDINQ, l~leconded by Mr. 
SYMWONDS in each m e ,  the Bill was read a 'third 
tim, and pssed. 

SUSPENiSION OF RULE 60 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I ask lleave to move the 
suspmion of Rule 60 in order to proceed wilth Order 
No. 74 on the Order Paper as the next Order of the 
Day. This Order deals with the granting of a gratuity 
to thc legal Personal  representative,^ of the late 
Norman Lisle Roach. I am almost ashamed to say 
!hat Mr. Roach died since 1946 and his legal Pemonal 
Representatives have npt yet recleived this gratuity. 
I hope that honourable members will agree to deal 
with this matter this afternoon. 

There being no objection, thje honourable mem- 
tier panted leave. 

On the motion of Mr. CRAWFORD, seconded by 
Mr. HAPNES, Rule 60 was suspended. 

SUGAR INDUSTRY AGRICULTURAL BANK 
(ROACH GRATUITY) BILL. 

Mr. CRAWFORD': I beg to move that Order 
NO. 74 be taken as the next Order of the day. 

Mr. HAYNES seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the day 
now stands in the name of the honourable en io r  
member for St. Philip +-Second reading of a Bill to 
authorise \the Sugar Indb$tiry Agnicultural Bank to 
grant to the legal Personal RepTesentatives of 
Norman Lisle Roach deceased, a gratuity. 

Mr. CRAWFOR3D : It will be seen that M'. 
Roach had b m  a Clerk in the sehf ie  of the Bank 
for seven years during which time we are told that 
he faithfully performed his duties, and he died on 
the 23rd of Decmbtecr, 1946, while in the service of 
the Bank. This Bill seeks to pay a grant of a year's 
salary to  his legal Personal Representatives. I beg 
to move that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Mr. BAYNES seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

The second reading was passed. 
On the motion of Mr. CRAWFORD. seconded by 

Mr. HA-, Mr. S P ~ ,  left the Chair an& the 
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. MAPP 
being in the Chair. 

On a similar motion the Preamble was post- 
poned. 

Clause 1, the title C lam,  was read and passed. 

pounds. 
Mr. CRAWFORD: I beg to move that Clause 

2 stand part of the Bill. 
Mr. HAYNES: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I should like to know 

if the principle adopted here is the same as that 
which has 'been adopted in matters of this nature. 
Mr. Roach has served for amen years and the 
principle adopted by this House is to give ~ e o p l e  
pensions or gratuities based on a month's salary 
for each completed year's service. I would like to 
know if this pension oa gratuity is based on that 
principle because we want to be consistent in our 
actions here. If we w e e  to a principle in one 
instanoe, we should agree to i t  in all instances. 

Mr. CRAWE'ORL, : You cannot pay a pension 
to a dead man. 

Mr. F. L. W1ALCOTT: That should he amend- 
ed; whenever we pay people in a lumpsum that is 
not a pension. But 1 think that the honourable 
member should answer the question rather than quib- 
ble over the terpainology. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: This amount is assessed on 
the s a w  ~rinciple as that adopted Iby the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. F. L. WiALCOTT: If the honourable mean- 
ber is not quite sure about this matter I thinb: he 
should postpone considenation of t& Bill. We have 
adopted the principle of giving people a month's 
salary for leach completed y w  of service and if the 
honourable member is uncertain as to what is being 
done now, I think that this House would be well ad- 
vised not to pass this Bill this afternoon no matter 
how deseriving the case is. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I think the, honourable 
member must have wad in the introductory para- 
graph of the Bill that Mr. Roach served the Bank for 
seven years and in these circumstances I do not see 
how the honourable member's question arises at all. 
I have already said that we are following the policy 
set by the Govehment in dealing with matters of 
this sort. 

The question that Clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

IChuse 3 was mad and passed. 
Clau% 4 was read as follows:- 
4. Nothing in the Act declared or expressed 

shall affect the rights of His Majesty, his heirs and 
successor,s, or any w o n  except such as are mentioned 
in this Act, and those claiming by, from and under 
them 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I bag to move that Clame 
4 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. HAYNES : I beg to second that. 
Mr. ADAMS : I suggesrt to the honou~able mem- 

%er that he should postpone the further consideration 
of this Bill because I can well see that the %d of 
the Executive will have to ditsallow it if we are de- 
parting from a, nrinciple which we have discussed all 
this time The Bill is so far down on the Orderr Paper 
that it did not occur to me to rake t b  matter in 
Rxecutive Committee. I did not know the facts be- 
fore, and I do not think that it would be right for 
ns, this case cominq immediately after what we did 
in the case of the Porter a t  Q u m h  Collwe, to a d o ~ t  
a fresh principle in paying a gratuity to the relatives 



of a dead person. I suggest that if the'facts as to 
the length of servioe are right and the amount is not 
in accordance with the principle we have been follow- 
ing all this time, we should postpone the further con- 
sideration of the mattm, let the honounable member 
work out the amount with the Auditor General and 
the m a t e  can be made the first Order of the Day 
under Private Membere' Bminess at the nmt meeting 
of t h ~  House. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I suggest the honourable 
member that he agree to the p&tponement of the Bill 
if he is not sure of the fa~ts .  I am a member of the 
Committee of the Sugar Industry Agricultural B& 
and I myself am not q d , e  sure of the position. If 
it is hinted that the Executive might be forced to 

)USE - - 
-& 

with and I think that I should also have an oppor- 1 tunity to deal with matters which am of importance 
to my constituency. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have ruled that Rule 60 
should be suspended whenever honourable m e m k  
want to prowed with an Onda  out 05 i b  place and 
it is a matter for the House to decide whether any 
particular Order should be discwed or not. It 
requires the votes ot£ twelve honourable members so 
as to decide, whether a matter should be proceeded 

1 with out of its turn or not. The question is that 
Rule 60 be now suspended. Honourable members in 
favour of that will please say "Ayeu, those against 
will p l ew  say "No." I think the "Ayes" have it. 

agreed to. 
The C,HAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER 

resumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

turn down the Bill if we are straying from the 
principle, I think the honourable member should 
agree to the postponement of the Bill. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : It is set out in the Act 
where a man be to a penson' He 
would have to put in ten yews' service but this man 
was not entitled to a pension and therefore you have 
to adopt the principle of paying a month's salary 
for each completed year of service as we have done 
in previous cases. That is why I ask the honourable 
rnemkr to explain the position and he just said 
that they were following the principle adopted by 
the Government. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: The Board of the Sugar In- 
dbt ry  wicul tural  Bank is entitbd to pay a pension 
or gratuity to any of its employees and it was on 
their instructions that the Bill was drafted. I am 
not quite sure as to the principle on which the 
amount is assessed and ?,will refer the matter to the 
Board and have a clear explanation for the House. 
I beg to move, Mr. Chairman, that you do now report 
progress with leave for the Committee .to sit again. 

Mr. MOTTLEY seconded the motion which was 

SUSPENSION O F  RULE 60. I 

THE YESTRIES ( c o s P  OF LIVING TO 
EMPLOYEES) (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order standis in the 
name of the honourable wnim member for the ,City 
-Serond -ding of a Bill to amend the VMtrie; 

. 
(Cmt of Living Bonus to Employem) Act, 1947. 

a. MOTTLEY : As the law now stands, the Clerk 
of the Churchwarden of St. Michael and of 

i 
si;; 

Board of Guardians and the Parochial of 
St. Michael aye both paid fixed salaries and this Bti11 
seeks to give the Vestry of St. Michml permission to 
WY them tb cost of living bonus to which they are 
entitled. All the other pamcjhial emplopes receive 
their cost of living bonus but the Act must be amended 
to enable the Vestry to pay i t  to these two officers 
cMng the year 1948-49. I beg to move, that this 
Bill be now read lal second time. 
a. SYMMONDS : I beg to second that. 
W question that this Bill, be now read a second 

time is put and resolv& in the aemative without f 
dihion. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I ask leave to move the 
suspension of Rule 60 in order to deal with Order 
No. 77 as the next Order of the Day. That Order 
is an amendment .to the Bill to amend the Vestries 
(Cost of Living Bonus to Employees) Act and it is 
a non-controversial matter. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member to make the motion. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that Rule 60 be 
now suspended. 

Mr. WARD: I beg to second that. 
Mr. P. L. WBLCOTT: I have some matters 

which have been on the Order Paper for a very 
long time and I have not had the opportunity of 
discussing any of them. (Mr. MOTTLEY: These 
are Vestry matters). I am entitled to express myself 
and even the honourable senior member for the City 
has brought up matters for discussion on motions for 
adjoulpvnent when the~e  were matters on the 
Order Paper to be discussed. I am not against 
dealing with Vestry matters but I do not feel that 
it is fair to other honourable members who have 
matters for discussion on the Other Paper, for 
matters which are low down on the Order Paper to 
be brought up and discussed. Some of these hononr- 
able members have voted against matters being 
brought up on the Order Paper. In  the interest of 
my constituents I feel that I am entitled to the same 
privilege which honourable membem are now enjoy- 
ing. I feel that there should be some consistency 
in this matter; I have agreed to matters being dealt 

On the motion of Mr. MOT-, seconded by Mr. 
SYMMONDS, Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the 
House goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. 
being in the Chair. 

Clams 1 and 2 an8 read and are l a w d  to. 
On the motion of Mr. M O T ~ E Y ,  seconded by Mr. 

SYMMONDS, the Chairman reports the passing of the 
Bill in Committee. 

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr. 
M ~ T L E Y ,  seconded by Mr. SYMXONDS in each case, 
the Bill ja read a third time and is passed. 

STJSPENSION OF RULE 60 

Mk. T A ~ A  8$k9 for and is granted leave to mow 
the mspension of R& 60 to -able him to take Order 
No. 82 under Private Members' Business. 

On the motion of Nr. TALMA, seconded by Mrr. 
MOTTLEY, Rule, 60 is! ~uspended. 

GRATUITY 'h FLORENCE WJLilnIAMS. 

Mr. SPEAEER: The nest Order atands in the 
name of the honourable senior member for Christ 
Church,-Second rea&, of a Bill to authorize the 
Commissioners of Highways for the parish of Christ 
Church to pay a grhtuity to Floreaxe Williams, 
widow of Walter Williams. 

Mr. TALMA: This Bill seeks to  grant permis- 
sion to the Highway Commissioners of Christ Church 
to pay a gratuity to Florence Williams, widow of 
WalCer William who was employed by them as a 
watchman. I t  is one of the usual Bills that come 
berfone this House for purposes of thk nature and I 
beg to move that ib be now read a second time. 

Mr. COX : I beg to second that. 
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The  question that this Bill be now read a d o n d  
time is put  and relsolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

On th,e motion of Mr. TAUU, %conded by Xr. 
%ox, Mr. SPEAKER leaves the 'Chir and the HOW 
w s  i n  Committee on th, Bill, Mr. MJPP ,beiag in 
the Chair. 

Clauses 1 to 4 inclusive lmd the preamble are 
read and are agreed to. 

I 

On thz motion of Mr. TALMA, seconded by Mr. 
Cox, the Chairman reports the passing of the Bill 
in Committee. 

The House aesumes and on tb motions of Mr. 
TALMA, seconded by Mr. Cox in each case, the Bill is 
~ e a d  a third time and is p m &  

I I NOTICE. 

Mr. ADAMS with leave, gives notioe of the 
following Riesolution :- 

Rasolrmtibon that the sum af S600 be p m t e d  £mm 
the Public Treasury and placed at the disposal of & 
Covernoriiin-Executiv, Committee to  meet the cost 
of a Course of Train'ing in the United Kingdom, for 
the Secretary of the Housing Board. 

Mr. ADAMS also gave! notica of hia intention to 
deal with this Resolutior! i n  Committee of Supply a* 
the next meeting of the House. 

1 T H E  ADJOURlW3NT. ' The Order Paper having becm fixed, Mr. SPEAKER, 
/ on the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. T u r n ,  
ad jomm bhe House to m e t  on Tuesday, 13th ApriL 
1948, at 12 o'clock noon. 




