
THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) , 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 17th August, 1948. 
Punsuant to adjournment, the House of 

Assembly met a t  12 o'clock noon to-day. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. G. B. E~VELYN, (Sp,mker) ; 
His Honour Mr. J. E. T. BRANCEER, ( D w t y  
rSpsdw) ; Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, Messrs. H. N. R. 
HUSBANDE~, F. L. WAI,COTT, M. E. COX, D. A. FOSTER, 
R. G. MAPP, A. E. S. LEWIS, C. E. TALXA, H. D. 
BUCKMAN, J. A. HAYNES, B.A., V. C. G m ,  G. H. 
ADAMS, B.A., and J. H. WILKINSON, O.B.E. 

Prayers are read. 
Messrs. S. A. Wacom, and SMITH enter the 

House and take their seats. 

MINUTES. 

The M i n u h  of the meeting which was held on 
the 10th August, 1948, having been circulated are 
taken as nead and confirmed. 

DOCUMENT. 

m. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received the Colonial Treas- 
urer's Financial Report for t.he month of July, 1948. 

l NOTICES. 

Government Notice are given a follows:- 
Dr. Cummins: Resolution to authorise the 

Governor to enter into an  Agreement with a person 
to serve in the office of Organiser of the Government 
Housecraft Centre subject to the conditions 
set out in the Scbdule to the resolution. 

Mr. TALM'A: Bill to amend the Witnesses and 
Interpr,etem (Payment) Act, 1891 (1891-14). 

Mr. TALMA : Bill to amend the Petty Debt . 
Act, 1899 (1899.3). 

Dr. CUMMINS: Bill to amend the Customs 
Tariff Act, 19211 (1921-3). 

Mr. BLmACKMAN : Resolution to approve 
of the moving of a Stand Pipe in Deacons %ad, 
St. Michael. 

Mr. WRRD, Mr. CRAWFORD, and Mr. DOWDINQ 
lenter the House and take their wats. 

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention, in accordance 
with Rule 196, t o  move th,e passing of a Messlage 
to the Honourable the Legislative Council with 
respect to the selection of Repwsentatives from this 
Colony on the Standing Clmer 'Association Com- 
mittee. 

MESSAIGE~ TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
RE SELECTION O F  REPRESENTATIVES ON 

l 
THE STANDING CLOSER ASSOCIATION 

COMMITTEE. 

PAPERS LAID. I Mr. AD&MS : Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move the 
following Message to the Ronourable the Legislative 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour 
to lay the following Papem:- 

-e No. 14/1948 from His Excellency the 
Governor, with reference to the Addrtess from the 

- Honourable the House of Assembly dated the 
22nd day of June on the subject of the salaries of 
the C%cial Reporters of the h g i s l a k e .  

Message No. 15/1948 from His Excellency the 
Governor, with reference to the Address from the 
Honourable the House oif Assembly dated the 
13th of July on the subject of the repair of houses 
damaged by recent winds and rain. 

Despatch from the Secretary of State for tbff 
9 Colonies regarding the work of ~ n f o r m t i o n  D~par t -  

ments in the Colonies. ' 
Stabement showing the Gross Customs and Excise 

Receipts for thr,ee months ended 30th June, 1948. 

Council :- 
The House of Assembly 

To 
The Honourable: The Legish%e Council. 

The Rouse of Assembly have the honour to 
inform the Ronourable the Legislative Council that 
they desire to confer with Your Honourable Board 
on His Excellency's Message No. 9/1948 relating 
to the closer association of the British West Indian 
Colonie and the selection of Representatives from 
this ~olony on the Standing Closer Amciation 
Committee. 

The Rouse have the honour to invite Your 
Hononrable Board to appoint a time and place for 
such conference. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to s"ond that. 
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The question that the abovementioned Message 
do now pass is put  and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

Mr. MOTTLEY enters the House and takes his 
seat. - - 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. CRAWFOXD: To enquire of the senior 
mt~mber of the Executive Comrmttee present a t  the 
next meeting of the House:- 

I n  view of the immedute necessity which ,exists 
for providing certain essential facilities for 
the people of the colony and also for furnishing 
work for the considerable number of unemployed, 
wlU the Governrmtnt consider soliciting the good 
offices of His Honour the Speaker of the House of 
Assembly, G. B. Evelyn, Esq., King's Solicltor, and 
authorising him on his forthcoming visit to the 
United Kingdom as a delegate to the Conference of 
the Empire ;Parliamentary Association to interview 
the Colonial Office and the Crown Agents for  the 
colonies for tb,e purpose of impressing upon them 
the ,exigencies of the local situation and endeavour- 
ing to ensure that al! materials needed by the Gov 
ernment for the carrying out of public works 
projects, especially steel pipes, water pumps and 
machinery, service mains etc., are despatched a t  the 
very earliest date possible? 

Mr. MAPP: To enquire of the senior member 
of the Executive Committee present a t  the next 
meeting of the 'House of Assembly :- 

l .  For  which of the works provid cl _for by 
the ~ e s o ~ o n  £oj 5158,190 passed by the House of 
hsembly  on June 15, 1948 does the Government 
intend to award contracts" 

2. If  any, will th,- Government advertise for 
tenders for such contracts? 

3. Will Government stipulate such ternis and 
conditions on which any contracts will be awarded 
as will guarantee that such works will benefit, to 
the greatest possible extent, workers from the parishes 
in which such works are to be carried out as well as 
those from outslide ? 

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the senior 
member of the Executive Committee present a t  the 
next meeting of this House :- 

l. Whether Government has been informed that 
the motor omnibus concessionaire for St. Lucp has 
discontinued the omnibus serv ic~  throuqh .Josey Hill, 
St. Lucy? 

2. I s  Government aware of dissatisfaction in 
St. Lucy a t  discontinuance of this service, without 
even any prior notification to the residents of that 
district when such discontinuance was contemplated? 

3. Will Government intimate to the Department 
of Highways and Transport the immediate need of 
restarting the service through Josey Hill district for 
the convenience of that thicklv populated area? 

Dr. WIISON e n t e ~ s  the Hoaa- and takes. his 
seat. 

Mr. MAPP: To enquire of the senior member 
of the Executive Committee present in the House at  
its next meeting: 

l. I s  Government aware that renresentations 
have b~oen made to tho Director of the Highways and 
Transport D~par tment  regah.d;nq the inadeqnacp 
orf the biin service o n ~ r a t i n r  on Rontm 37 

2. Were any "follow throuch" buws which 
have been ninn1n.r alona this route in order to 
relieve the situation aTlowed on two occasions 
reaontlv to be transferred elsewhere in mder to be 
used on ~xpi i r s ion~?  

3. Tn vipw of the fact that snch t r an~fp r  caiis~d 
serioal-, inconven:enco to persons in  t h ~  nari.i~h of St. 
Thornas nsinr this R - u t ~ .  will thp Govmmcnt take 

l 

I steps to prevent the recurrence of such incidents 
and to reheve the situation on this route? 

&. W P  : To enquire of the senior member 
of the Executive Committee present a t  the next 
meeting of the House of Assembly :- 

l. D o e ~  the Government intend to establish 
class room facilities a t  Ercliston Training College 
for training students in  modern methods of teaching 
children ? 

2. If the answer is "Yes," when does the Gov- 
ernment intend to establish such facilities? 

Mr. MAPP: To enquire of the senior member 
of the Executive Committe,e present a t  the next 
~neetiiig of the House of Assembly :- 

l. When does the Government intend to make 
available to agricultural labourers and sugar factory 
workers loans to build or repair their houses from 
the Labour Welfare Fund as stated by the hon- 
ourable the Colonial Secretary i n  the Other Place 
to have been agreed upon by  the Govermor-in- 
Executive Committee ? 

2. Will Government ensure that such loans will 
become available in  the very near f u t u ~ e  in orcler 
that those workers may guard against the effects 
of the rainy weather now being experienced? 

BILIJS READ A FIRST TIME 

On the iilotioli of 1%. TALMA, seconded by Dr. 
CUMMINS, a Bill to amend the Witnesses and Inter- 
prebers Act, 1899 (1899-3) is read a first time. 

On the motion of Mr. TALMA, seconded by  Dr. 
CUMMINS, a Bill to amend the Petty Debt Act 
1889 (1889-3) !is read a first time. 

On the motioli of Dr. CUMMTNS. seconded by Mr. 
TALMA, a Bill to amend the Customs Tariff Act, 1921, 
is read a first time. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPL,Y. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Uaj 
stands in the naqe  of the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph,-To move the House into Committee 
of Supply to consider the grant of sums of money for 
the service of the Colony. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. 
C U M M ~ S ,  Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the 
House poes into Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH 
being in the Chair. 

EXPmSES IX CONNECTION WITH SENDING BARBADIAN: 

WORKERS TO THE U.S.A. 

Dr. CUMIIINS : Mr. Chairman,-The first 
Resolution to be dealt with is for the sum of 512,000 
to supplement Rbolution No. 51 of the 12th of Sep- 
tember, 1945, to meet expenses in connection with 
the sending of Barbadian worlucrs to the United 
Stabes of America for temporary employment, includ- 
ing the making of advances by way of loam, insnr- 
ance, passages, welfare and other expenses incidental 
to the recruitment and sending of the workers, and 
for the part payment of return passass. 

I think that it Is pretty well known to members 
of this Committee t h a  302 emigrants are being sent 
to the U.S.A. The first 200 have left and the remainder 
are now being medically examined and getting zea,ilg 
to leave. This Fksolution is to pay expenses in con- 
n~c t ion  with the recruitment and incidentals. The 
addendum sets out the details very c l~a r lv  and I hc.o 
to move that this resolution do now pais. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beq to second that. 
Mr. GARNER enters thp House and takes his seat. 
Mr. WIZKINSON: I wonld like the Govern- 

ment to tell me how manF people it is expecting to 



send to the U.S.A. this year. When the Government 
asks for &12,000 to pay these expenses, it must have 
some estimate of the number of people who are 
Jikely to go. We a m  all very interested in  knowing 
what the prospects are, i n  rwpect of our people 
going to the U.S.A. to work. I read in the news- 
papess that 200 have gone but I should like the 
Government to give us some information as to the 

, number of people who are expected to be sent 

this, employers are willing to squeeze everything 
they can get out of employing a few people up t h m  
for the short period of eight weeks. 

The question that this Resolution do now pasa 
is put  and resolved in  the affirmative without 
division. 

suBSXDISATroN OF W E  IMPORTED FROM BR-. 

during this season to assist in the reaping of the 
harvest in the U.S.A. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I thought I said in my open- 
ing remarks that 200 people hav,. gone; then havl 
gone to Florida. There is another batch of 120 who 
were a t  first to go to Indianapolis but  the Stolrely 
Food Corporation cancelled that mangpment and 
they are now going to another Company, called the 
Krier Company. That fact will not &ec this k Resolution because the total n u m h r  is abo t the 
same as was originally intended. The only thing 
is that these people are going for the short period 
of eight weeks, consequently th1:re will be an inerpaw 
in the deduction from their wages to 'reimbursa the 
Government for money it is spending. Originally 
i t  was arranged that there should be  a deduction of 
ten per cent. from wages but on account of the psriod 
having been shortened to eight weeks, i t  has been 
,found necessary to increase the percentage to twfnty 
per cent. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I thank the honourable 
member. 

Mr. LEWIS: be for,^ this Resolution is pasqed 
I think that  some member of this Assembly, while 
offering congratulations to the Government should at 
the same time s t a b  that the members of the Govern- 
ment have, no doubt, found themselves victims of 
circumstances. They could not, after clamouring for 
emigration, refus* a t  any cost to assist these labour- 
ers to get to the U.S.A. but  I repeat, Sir, that they 
have become the victims of circumstances. It would 
snem to me ac if #employers in  the U.S.LZ. want work 
done and they are not willing to pay for the people 
to come to do it. They claim, all the time, that Ih? 
Barbadian workers are the best they can get from 
the West Indies but when they are lookinr around 
for workers from the West Indies, they %v "u~c l~ ,  
it will cost less to get them from some other place ;" 
so that they sanm to contradict themselves. When 
they come to search for workers and they hnow 
that there is a bargaining position to be faced they 
sit up. Aa long as we arie willing to do this, they 
will play one island against another and you map 
find eventually that they will get the workers from 
these islands free of charge, as fa r  as transportation is 
concerned. However, 1 repeat that the members 
of this Government are the victim~s of circumstances 
and they will have to do this or they will be accuscd 
of doing nothing to assist in the em'igration scheme.\ 
Thic is a Resolution for S12,000 to send about 300 
neople to the U.S.A.-MO a person--and when you 
hear that thep are going for only eight moeks. it 
would Day you better to keep them here and eivc 
them $5 a a o e k  each as a dole rather than create 
this precedent. As f a r  as I understand. no worker 
who is emig~atinp should, bv international arrrep- 
ment, Day anv part, of his transportation cost. - 4 1 7 ~ -  

h.ow. it. looks as if adrantaqe is beinr 1*Wn of 
fhppe colonies in these arranqements. esneciallv mhev 
i t  iq considerod that lease-, were aranted to the TT.S.A. 
to ~stablish bases in theso parts a t  a time when thep 
nvd~-d  hrotection for themvlves. Thev kno~7- that 
Barbados i1.s snfferin~ from a s u r p l i ~  ponulation; 
+hn~-  hroadcaqt. whenever thpv can that t h ~  Rarhadian 
lehonr~rs  give thrm sati5faction ancl i t  is stranre 
that when thev are cryin? out for assistance like 

Mr. D A M S  : The next HRsolution U io r  tht: 
sum of &10,U00 to provide for  the s u b ~ l d l z a t l o ~  of 
550 tons of rice imported from Brazil. 

As the addendum to the Resolution states, owing 
to a shortfall i n  the allocation to Barbaclos of rice 
from British Guiana, the International Emergency 
Food Council has allocated 550 tons of rice 
from Brazil for  sh~pment in September, 1948, at a 
cost greatly in  e x c w  oi the British Guiana rice. 
It is proposed to subsidize this riae so that it may 
be sold retail a t  9c. a pint. The figures are stated, and 
from them, honourdble members will SW that the 
amount of the subsidization is roughly S10,000. I 
think most, if not all honourdble members, know 
the unfortunate-I wish to say nothing that will 
offend our friends in BTitish Guiana-~currence of 
the trouble in getting rice from British Guiana for 
years and years. It r?minds me somewhat of the 
reasons which Scotmnen give ,for drinking whiskey- 
i t  is either too dry  or too wet; i t  is either too dry 
or too cold-but for some reason o r  other, you cannot 
get rice just as you cannot get whisky. I do not 
say that the reasons are not sound or  that  the 
Government of British Guiana is trying to hold us 
up  to ransom but i t  is unfortunate that sometimes 
the weather conditions 5n British Guiana are such 
that it cannot ke?p its promises to us to provid' 
us with 80 per cent. of the quantity of rice we 
bargained to buy from it for  a period of 
five pears. As a result, the Executive Com- 
mittee, acting on the advice of the Controller of Food 
Supplies, thp Financial Secretary, and one of its 
own members, D'r. Saint, decided that we should buy 
this 550 ton-, of rice from Brazil. This rice is easiiy 
discernible from British Guiana rice and we 
are subsidizin? i t  a t  9c. per pint and leaving 
the British Guiana rice a t  6c. per pint, in the hope 
that those of us who can more afford to do so, will buy 
the Brazilian rice a t  9 cents and leave the British 
Guiana rice to  be purchased by the poor sections of 
the community. To mix them or subsidize them a t  
the same price will mean-it is not necessary for  
me to finish the because we have heard 
i t  emphasized over and over again. If there 
is any further information honourable members wish 
me to give them I shall be only too glad to give it. 
We received a communication a day or two ago 
siating that the position in British Guiana is likely 
to improve and honourable members may know 
from the daily Presc o r  otherwis- that 1,000 
barns of rice have recently come. As f a r  as 
this Brazilian rice is concerned. although i t  
is promised for d~elivery i n  Sepkmiber, we 
have sent urgent cables asking the 'Sew- 
tary of State for the Colonies to t r y  to ex- 
Deditn the deliverv of i t  this month and not wait 
lintil Sentember. The important period is during 
the next four to six weeks; after that period I am 
assured - tha honourable senior member for St. 
;Tames will correct me or bear me out - thalt the 
food crops of this island are likelv to be verv plenti- 
ful. So that the real important time i%' the next 
four to 4ix weeks. m e  h a w  to effect this tran~~action 
th rond  the Secretar17 of State for the Colonies be- 
cause he has advised us that i t  haq to be done throlwh 
him and that there can be no direct communication 
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1n the particular matter between Brazil and our- 
selves. Up to Saturday a further cable was sent 
asking that this rice be shipped before the end of 
t h ~ ~  month. l b g  to move that this KRsolutlon do 
now pass. 

lr'lr. T U M A :  1 rise to becond the motloll ior 
the passmg of thls Itesolutlon. In do-l so L would 
like to say that th8 Present Government is thorough- 
ly aware of the h a r d p P  and s a e r q  and prlvatlon 
which are bang experienced by the vast majority of 
the geople of tnis country and when a iUeasure such 
as tu comes before thls assembly, one can under- 
stand that the Government bears in mind the fact 
.that privation and starvation are being experienced 
by people in &and- the honourdble senior 
member for St. Joseph has said, in another four to 
six weeks, now that the rain h a  started to fall, the 
question of the shortae of food crops will be circum- 
vented but at present we need rice from any source 
whatever; we need at the present moment rice or 
anything to eat from any source that can provide us 
wizh it. The Government h a  gone all out to provide 
food for the people. Food is coming from Brazil on 
this occasion but food can also be obtained from the 
U.S.A. and I feel that the question of obtaining food 
supplies from the U.S.A. should be W-ttrtained because 
we get dollar& from the U.S.A. and we should buy 
their food. I say that this gesture by this Labour 
Government to find food from any sourcre whatever 
and to subsidbe and bring it within the range of the 
working-class in this CO-mity, go% to show that 
we, the Labour Government, have the interest of the 
people at heart. I do not care to add very much more 
but this Resolution is the answer to the statements 
about starvation-and things of that nature. We 
are trying to find food for the people and that food 
must be found now, not when there is glut in the 
supply of potatoes but now. 

Mr. GALE: The idea of importing rice from 
Brazil is an excellent one and, no doubt, W! have 
to congratulate the powers-that-be on t r ~ l n g  to 
get this rice in view of the short supply from British 
Cuiana. It is well known that there is a shortage 
of locally grown foodstuffs at present in this l s h d  
and it is really necessary to have this rice- But7 
Sir, I cannot agree with the suget ion of the mover 
of the Resolution that rice should be sold to one lot 
of people at 9 cents per pint and to another lot of 
people at 6 cents per pint. That can only be done if 
you ration rice and say that people in a certain 
class should buy the rationed rice at 9 cents Per pint 
and people in another class should buy the rationed 
rice at 6 cenk per pint. At the tame time, I cannot 
see how you can ask a grocer to Merentlate between 
a person who is rich and a person who is poor in the 
selling of rice. A grocer can only sell the rice which 
is in his pmsesion. If he has only the 9 cents Per pint 
rice he can only sell that; similarly, if he has only the 
6 cents per pint rice he can only sell that. I ~ o u l d  
counsel the Government to subsidize this Brazilian 
rice to the full extent, so that all rice c?n be sold 
at  6 cents per pint. I fail to see how i t  1s going to 
work otherwise. The quantity is only 550 tons and 
as a temporary measure it will cost only S 8 , m  more 
to subsidize the whole lot so that it can be sold at  
6 senk per pint and I would counsel the Government 
to do that (Hear, hear and cheers). 

Mr. ADAMS: Before m y  other hononratle 
member repeats what the honourable member who 

sat down said I would like to say this : Nobody 
is q i n g  to say that Dr. Saint did not take immense 
oains a s  regards the system of rationing durinr the 
War. We had different nricec f o r  irnpo~~t~cl c:altrll 
meat and different prices for salted fish and it worked 
admirably. The person who could afford to pap 24 

cent per lb. for salted fish bought it from Goddard7s 
or the Colonnade and the person who could not &ord 
to pay that amount of money bought his sa~ted &h 
from the small rshopkeeper at 16 cents per 
lb. and I repeat that that system worked 
admirably . We made an appeal along that 
line durlng the war and the people, who could 
a%ord to pay for the better quality salted meat and 
salted &h bought them and the people who could 
nat d o r d  to buy the better quality bought the 
lower grades. If people like ourselves would preach 
as much as some of us did during the war, the people 
who can afford to buy the Brazilian riw would buy it 
and leave the British Guiana rice to be purchased 
by the poor sections of the community. In  that case, 
the small shops would have the British Guiana rice 
to sell and not the B s d a n  rice. I repeat that that 
system worked well during the war and will work 
equally as well again. 

&. MOTTLEY: I want to aissociate myself 
wikh the remarks of the junior member for St. 
Xchael. I do not think that the pi.oposal to sell 
rice at two diifferenk prices is practical. It is 
not on all fours wihh the proposal to sell salted 
meat and salted fish at  merent  prices, for the 
simple reMon that for the past 4 or 5 years rich 
and poor alike in this country have got accustomed 
to using the riw from British Guiana. I t  was not a 
question of bieing able to get rice of a better quality 
but a question of getting what you can; therefore 
everybody 'got accustomed to purchasing the British 
Guiana rice at 6 cents per pint. I think that this is 
a commendable act on the part of the Government 
and I agree with the senior member for Christ 
Church that we should not wait until there is a glut 
in the supply of locally grown foodstuffs to 
obtain this rice but should do so now. 
Everybody knows the conditions that exist 
to-day in respect of food and that is why 
I endorse the suggestion of the junior member 
for St. Michael that the Government should su2i- 
sidize this Brazilian rice to the full extent, so that it 
can be sold a t  6 writs per pint. It is only a month's 
supply andif we have rice being sold at 6 cents and 
9 cents per pint respectively I can imagine the well- 
to-do people buying up the 6 cents per pint rice and 
putting it down and leaving the 9 cents per pint rice 
for the poor man to buy. The Government says that 
this Brazilian rice is a sort of white rice but I repeat 
that for the past four years, the middle clttrss, the 
rich, the poor - everybody alike - have been eating 
one grade of rice from British Guiana; they have got 
accustomed to that grade of trice and they are not 
going to turn up their noses at  it, now that %he 
Brazilian rice is obtainable. Therefore, I can 
imagine, I repeat, the well-to-do buying up the 
British Guiana rice at 6 cents per pint, putting it 
down and leaving the Brazilian rice at  9 cenks per 
pint to be bought by the poor people and human 
nature being what it is, no amount of appeal from 
from the Government over 'the radio or otherwise will 
prevent that from being done. This is a question of 
economics and the most wealthy person will try to  
buy the cheaper rice, put it down and leave the more 
expensive rice to be bought by the poor people. A 
few weeks ago, when the people of this community 
were literally faced with starvation the Cpernment 
issued a communique sfating that it had been offered 
rice from Brazil and from the United States of 
America and in a paltry statement without givinr the 
general public any reasons it stated "we refused 
the American rice." Well, there are those of us 
who can think aXd may be able to reason why 'the 
American rice was refused but mrelv the Govern- 
ment, in these days when there is absolutely nothing 
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to buy -- no cornmeal, no rice, nothing a t  all - 
should not make such a pal* statement-"we re- 
fused the American rice" - without stating a word 
as to why it refused the American rice. You leave 
t& thinking members of the public to say that you 
refused the h e r i c a n  rice just because you could 
refnse it. I appeal to the Leader of the House to 
clarify that statement. He might not have been in 
the i s l ad  at the time when that communique was 
issued but I can tell him that it cawed a 1 4  of 
stir. There is no question of rejecting this Resolu- 
tion. Nobody would attempt to reject it buit the 
proposal should be practical. I counsel the Govern- 
ment to postpone the further consideration of this 
Resolution with a view of coming back to the House 
with another Resolution for an amount to snhsidize 
this 550 tons of rice imported firom Brazil so that 
it can be sold at 6 cents per pint, having regard 
to the fmt that it is only about one month's supply. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I agree with the 
honourable member who has just spoken. 
From the figures which the senior member 
for St. J w p h  gave this House on a previous 
occasion this 550 tons of rice is roughly one-tenth 
of the supply of rice to the whole island in the 
course of a year and accord* to his argument this 
one-tenth will serve the rich at 9 cents per pint and 
the poor can buy the Briti& Guiana rice at  6 cents 
per pint. Well, Sir, the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph has also stated on a previous occasion 
that only one-half per cent. of the population of thh 
island is rich and if that one-half per cent. of the 

rice than salted meat or salted fish. I feel that it 
would be well for the Government to close its eyes 
at the additional 538,000 and subsidize this rice to 
the full extent, so that people will be able m buy 
it at 6 cents per pint. We have jwt passed a 
Resolution for &l5000 to meet expenses in connection 
with sending 200 or 300 people to the U.S.A. to 
work and I think we could spend 5218,000 in subsid- 
lzing this rice for the benefit of the remaining 191 
odd thousand people in the island for the next four 
weeks. &though we commend the Government on 
trying to get this rice, yet I shouid like 
to point out that this was done Jn Trinidad 
 before we did it heme. Trinidad was getting 
rice from Brazil Wore us, so there is nothing so 
commendable about this Government importing rice 
from Brazil after all. What would be more commend- 
able is if the Gove=ent would subsidize this riae to 
the fullest extent, so that it could be sold at  6 cents 
per pint. As the senior member for the aty has 
said, ilobody want  to reject this Resolution but we 
feel that it would be a wise act on the part of the 
Government if it postponed this Resolution and came 
back with another Resolution for an amount which 
would enable everybody to buy riae at one price, that, 
is, 6 oents per pint. 

Dr. CUMMINS: m a t  the Government was 
faced with was not the question of spending the ad- 
ditional B,0001 to subsidize this rice, so that it could 
be sold at 6 cents per pint. The position is this. The 
Government has been informed that the supply of 
rice from British Guiana is likely to improve as 

population purchasm one-half per cent. of this 550 times goes on and we have already placed the order I tons of Brazilian rice, it is obvious that the poor 
would have to buy the remainder at  9 cents P@ 
pint. I certainly do not consider that this is the time 
to increase the price af the poor man's food, and rice 
is the poor man's staple diet. I would not go W 
far as the last honodrable member has gone and 
state that. the rich would buy up the British 
Guiana rice at 6 cents per pint; but my argument 
is that the percentage of Sich people in this island is 
so small that they will buy only a small portion of 
this 550 tons of rice and the poor man would have to 
buy the remainder at 9 cents per pint. I think the 
Government should postpone this Resolution and 
come back with another to subsidize this rice so 
that it can 'be sold at the 'regulated price of 6 cents 
per pint. 

Mr. WBRD: I myself feel that it would be 
wise for the Government to postpone this Resolution 
and come to the House at some future date with a 
Resolution to subsidize this 550 tons of rice so that 
it could be sold at  6 cents per pint. If this 550 
tons of rice was going to be spread over a p a r ,  that 
would be a different position altogether but this 
quantity is going to Ije used within a month. I t  js 
common knowledge that the poor classes of this 
eountrp use more rice than the other people and the 
majority of this rice will be ~ l d  to poor people. 
Personally I feel that although YOU may ask an in- 
dividual to buy the more expensive rice he would 
say "I am accustomed to using the British Guiana 
rice all these yea~s and I will go on to use it." That 
is my opinion. I feel that the Government has 
money and can'well afford to subsidize t h ~  rice to 
the fullest extent for the people during the next 
four weeks. I do not feel that it would be a corn- 
mendable thing for the Covernmeht to fix two 
~ r i ces  for rice. When vou talk about different ~r ices  
for salted meat and salted fish, that is quite a differ- 
ent matter. You cannot compare salted meat and 
salted fish with rice for the simple reason that an 
individual who is hungry will always prefer to buy 

for this 550 tons of rice from B r d .  If thi6i ;ice 
from Brazil is subsidized to be sold at  the same 
6 cents per pint as the British Guiana rice andi 
if, as we have been told, the position with regard 
to the supply of rice from British Guiana improves 
as the week go by, we would be having rice of two 
qualities being sold at the same price. That is the 
position. I t  is a small quantity - 550 tons - and 
consequently it was thought that it would be monopo- 
lized by probably a certain section of the c o m i t y  
and the poor people would get none of it, The 
supply of rice from British Guiana, as we have been 
told, has improxed and only last week a further 
shipment arrived. If you have two qualities rice 
being sold at the same price, which are you going to 
take? And the quality of the Brazil~ian rim 1s 
far superior to the quality of the rice from British 
Guiana! So you can very well realize where the 550 
tons of rice from Brazil will go. That is the position 
with which the Government is faced. We feel and 
do know that certain people, if an appeal is made to 
them, would buy the better quality rioe d%pite the 
difference in price, and leave the other grade 
for the poor man and that tits why we made this 
difference in the prices. &g far as the American rice 
is concerned I do not have the figures here but the 
cost of the rice from the U.S.A. was rather prohibi- 
tive, almost twice the price of the rice from Brazil, 
so we left the American rice alone and took the 
Brazilian rice. 

Mr. F. L. WfiC'OTT: I look upon this Resolu- 
tion from two p in ts  of view; one is the serious short- 
age of the food supply and the other is the economic 
position of this island. If I agree to the postpone- 
ment of this Resolation I do so to enable the GTove3.n- 
ment to recornider the question of allocation and 
not on the grounds dtated by the senior member for 
St. James, namely, that only about one-half per cent 
of the people of this island is rich and the large 
majority is poor and, therefore, the greater portion 
of this rice will be purchased by the poor people. I 
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W U ~ I U  iemlnd the honourable memoer hnu t h ~ s  born- 
, mit~ee  LuaL 1~ tnar were so, tnls place woulu U G  

the safest spot on earth to live, as t a r  as food auppllt's 1 are concarueu. h u t  t& one-nali per ceut o~ L*. 

populaLlon monopolizes all tne looas~ulls - even ror / mcrr norsea - war come to L ~ S  is~ana. OO no. 1.r 
anyDouy 1001 you. 'l'he rich people m tnls lslanu 
monoplae, wueuever they get th, oppor~unlry, w a  ! toousrutt~ that come LO this iolancl because they 

1 have the mon~y.  The people with money can buy ul 
the butter when a shipment comes to this island and 

f the poor man who works for  $12 a week cannot buy 
i any of lt. I .oak upon thls proposal in thls way: If you 
1 raise  he prlce oi rlce by 50 per cent, i t  would work 

1 . 
a hardshlp on some people m this communlcy who 
cannot get sufiicient work to do. I t  is on those 
grounds I view the questlon of a subsidy. 1 know 

i that  some rich people, not only the poor peopl?, 

fi would be glad to buy rice a t  6 cents per pint. Tlie 
j poor people in this ~s l and  have been poor for 

"donkey" years and none of the rich people who 
were in authority came to their assistance. I t  is 

i not that th$y really want poor people to gel cheap 
I rice; they cannot fool me to that extent. They 

1 bring in the poor people in  these matters because 

t i t  would sound well if they did so but whenever 

1 mention is made of food supplies, most of them have 
j uppermost in their minds the thought of how much. 
1 they would benefit from those supplies. Purely 

from the economic point of view I believe that the 
Government could better spend the 58,000 in this 

f way than distribute it among the people who are 
already prcsijing i t  for relief. I \\rill make this point : 
If the mover of this Resolution bears in mind what 
I have just said, he would see clearly for himself 
that it would be wiser for the Government to have 
a subsidy placed on rice which would make the 
situation more evenly than what is envisaged at a 

, price of 9 cents per pint. I am sure that as soon 
J as you put rice on the market a t  9 cents per pint 
1 a howl will go up to the heavens that rice has gone 

up from 6 cents to 9 cents per pint! I t  will mean 
: a steep ascent for the poor peoplp to climb and 

there can be no getting away from that fact. 
' The man who has been accustom~d to g ~ t  
S his rice a t  6 cents per pint will b,. affected. 
1 I know that i t  is going to affect me. I do not know 
i how the rich people get the things but they get them 

while f i ~ h t s  go on week after week in Baxters Road 
I and Tudor Street between the poor people in their i 
4 endeavour to get a pint of rice each. There should 

be a better means of distribution and the Food 
Inspectors should be instructed to see to i t  that better 
method of distribution is properly carried out. I 
know that i t  is hard for the Government to subsidize 
this rice and then to realize that some of the people 
monopolize i t  but I feel that some of i t  will still 
trickle through to the poor people by some means or 
other. To talk about getting un an organisation to 
ration 550 tons of rice is a joke! The organization 
would be bigger than the quantity of rice to be 
rationed. I prefer to take the chance of putting the 
burden of subsidizing thi? 550 tons of rice on the Gov- 
ernment rather than putting 3 cents morp on every 
pint of rice which the people have to bhy. I know the 
~osi t ion of the people to-day: they are begging for 
work to do. Every member of this House must have had 
the exp~rience of people coming to them and asking 
them to t ry  and get them to the U.S.A. to work. 
Pdf of the popnlation of the island want to ret to 
thp TT.8.A. to work. $0 vo~x can realize how difficult i t  / i c  for npo~ le  in this island to ,vet something to do. 
-C nrefer to have +hi< rife snhsiJia~ci to the fu ' l~s t  I eytQnf SO a9 to  prevent any banh ion .  

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I argued that this 550 
tons of rice is about one-tenth of the quantity thac 
is consumt.d locally in the course of a year. ( When 
the honourable senior member for St. Peter listens, he 
does not understand what I say and now that I am 
trying to explain to him what I said, he would not 
l~sten) .  I quoted the senior member for St. Joseph 
who said on a previous occasion that the number of 
rich people i n  this island is one-half of one per 
cent. of- the population. If this rice is to be pur- 
chased 'by the rich people it will mean that one-half 
per cent. of i t  will be purchased by them and the 
reniaiilcler mnst inevitably be purchased by the poor 
people a t  9 cents per pint. That is what I have 
argued and the honourable mlember cannot dispute 
the fact that i t  would be very hard on the poor 
people to increase the price of their staple diet - 
rice - from 6 cents to 9 cents per pint. 

Mr. CRAWFOKD : With regard to the market- 
ing of this rice which is imported from Brazll the 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph said that 
the Government is proposing to subsidize i t  a t  9 
cents per pint in the hope that those who can most 
afford it will buy i t  out 9 cents per pint and leave 
the British Guiana rice to be p u r c h ~ e d  by the poor 
peopl~. Sir, that only goes to show the vanity and 
stupidity of those who run the Government. To 
imagine that in this conimunity or in any other 
community in the world an appeal is going to be 
made to one class to 'buy one quality riae a t  9 cents 
per pint arid leave the other quality to be bought a t  
6 cen?s per pint by the other pleople and that the 
former would hearken to that appeal! Then the 
honourable member went on to say that during the 
War, the Authorities asked certain people to bul- 
the more expensivie codfish and salted meat arid leave 
the less expensive codfish and salted meat to be pur- 
chased by the poor class of people, suggesting that 
because the idea worked well in the case of salted fish 
and salted meat i t  will work in the case of rice. Now, 
what is the position? The salted fish and/or salted 
meat of food quality that came here during the War 
was sold at  the luxury groceries in Broad S t r e e t  
G ~ d d a r d ' ~  and Colonnade-and not one half-pound of 
it found its way in the small shops. People who patro- 
nized the groceries in Broad Stre t got the bett3r 
quality salted fish and salted meat and the poor 
classes never had the opportunity nor the desire 
nor the means to buy that first-class-quality salted 
fish or salted meat, so they had to content themselves 
with, and were only too glad to buy, the cheaper lot. 
Wiih regard to rice, i t  is an entirely different matter. 
Nobody has, any control over the two different quali- 
tics of rice that will be arriving in the colony. You 
may have Brazilian rice this week and next week 
you may have British Guiana rice and the point 
made bp the senior mlember for the City was1excep- 
tionally well taken, that is, that people whose 
financial position enables them to hoard will hoard 
by buying the cheaper rice by the half bags and 
storing i t  and the man whofis working for a small 
salarv and could ~$4- buy from day to day what 
he needs will then be forced to pay tkie higher price 
for the Brazilian ricie. That will happen ns surely 
as night follows day and nothing wili stop it. The 
junior member for St. Michael suggests that the 
onlv wa?r to stop i t  is by rationing rice. Apart 
from the expenses involved in thle setting 1 x 1  of 
machinerv for rationing the rice, I find i t  difficultl 
fo nndersfand how you are going to ration a com- 
moditv accordinrr to cla(a, so to sneak. To11 will 
have to nrenaro r ~ t i o n  tickek with the idea that the 
rich ~ e o n l e  mnst buv the 9 centq ner nint rice m 3  
the poor neople ninst hny the Ci cents per pint rice; 



then you have to go ahead and find out who is rich 
and who is poor. It is lmpractlcable to talk about 
rationing rice on a class bass, when only the wealthy 
class WIU be able to buy the more expensive rice and 
the poor cl* the less expensive rice. The senior 
member for Christ Church has said that the Govern- 
ment has arranged to spend the amount asked for in 
this Resolution in order to bring the price of rice 
within the range of the working class. Nobody is 
surprised to hear a government member say that, 
because the Government has shown, on more than one 
occasion in  the past, that it knows absolutely nothing 
about the position of the working-class; it is as far  
removed from the actual position as the moon is 
from the earth. 

Mr. TALiVIIA : I rise to a polnt of explanation. 
The honourable mem'ber nefers to the Government. 1 
happen to be a member of the Government and 1 
cannot allow his statement to go unchallenged. There 
are two qualities of rice and two prices for rice, 
one a t  9 cents per pint and the other a t  6 cents per 
p u t .  

Mr. CRAWFORD : The honourable member 
has tried to explain something and I suppose 
he thinks that he has succeeded in  doing 
W. But  nobody understands his explanation or 
wants to understand it. I am quoting him as saying 
that in his opiiiion - and apparently in the opinion 
of the Governm12nt too - 9 cents per pint will put  
that rice in the range of the working class who work 
for a very limited period of the week. On the other 
hand certain of us are suggesting that the Govern- 
ment may as well go the whole hog and spend £8,000 
more, so that both qualities could be marketed a t  6 
cents per pint. If, Sir, the Government wants to ensure 
that the wealthy class do not buy up  the cheaper rice in 
large quantities or the better quality ria", what the 
Governm,ent might do would be to see to i t  that the 
Brazilian rice is distributed in  proportionate quanti- 
ties to the luxury groceries in  Broad Street and that 
Goddad's and Oolonnade and the bigger food rtores 
(10 not get unproportionate quantitie's of the better 
quality rice because the result would be that people 
who can afford to pay the higher price for rice would 
get more of the better quality rice and little of i t  
would be passed oil to the middle and lower classes. 
Th: impression I got from the previous speakem on 
behalf of the Government is that the Brazilian rice 
is of a better quality than the British Guiana rice. 
One more point befone I sit and i t  is this: If even 
i t  were a fact to state that the position with regard to 
salted fish and salted meat would apply in respect of 
rice and that merely by making an appeal to the 
wealthy class not to buy the less expensive rice bnt 
leave i t  to be purchased by the poor people, they 
would hearken to you, one has to bear in  mind that the 
quantity of salted meat or salted fish which is consum- 
ed by the working-class is in  no way comparable with 
the quantity of rice which they consume; so there 
again you will have another argument for ensuring 
that both qualities of rice are marketed a t  the lowest 
possible price. I n  view of what has been said I am, 
therefore, going to move that the further consider- 
ation of this Resolution be postponed with a view to 
the introduction of another Resolution allowing for 
'the subsidization of this 550 tons of rice a t  a figure 
which would enable it to be sold at  6 cents per pint. 

Mr. HAYNES: I rise to second the motion of 
the honourable senior member for St. Philip. We 
have heard a lot about rice to-day and I think that 
a lot of time has been wasted over the mather because 
is is obvious that the selling of rice a t  two different 
prices will never work. I do not see why the Govern- 
ment should be so hesitant about subsidizing this 

Brazilian rice to  Che fullest extent because I under- 
etand that owing to the reduction in the price of flour 
in  Canada there will be a considerable saving in the 
amount which has been already voted for  subsidiza- 
tion purposes. So I have been told and, therefore, I 
do not see why the Goverrunent could not use some 
of that money which has been saved from the subsidy 
on flour to subsidize this rice to the fullest elqtent. 

1%. GBRNER: I am very glad that I am not a 
member of the Government to-day (Laughter) be- 
cause I would have to dounsel the Leader of the House 
to submit a t  once. Bu t  fortunately or  unfortunately 
l happen to be a backbencher and I am free to speak 
as I choose. I n  this matter, as  on other occasiom, 1 
am for  cheap food for the mass of the people and as 
I have said on some other occasion it does not matter 
what colour a man is or  what is his political outlook, 
so long as he wants cheap food I am with him. That 
needs no Solomon to solve it.. One honourable mem- 
ber said that a n  appeal would be made to a certain 
class of people to buy the more expensive rice. Well, 
Air,  that is as f a r  from being practical as my asking 
hllars to pick me u p  now. I have known, Sir, certain 
lsdies who would go to Broad S,treet and buy a piect 
of cloth at, pe'rhaps, $2 or $3 a yard but would also 
find their way to Baxters b a d  bargaining with a 
grocer for salted fish or potatoes at a cent cheaper; so 
that statement about appealing to certain people to  
buy the more expensive rice does not bear weight at 
all. Nobody is going to listen to that  appeal. 
Economics are economics wherever you go; cost of 
living is cost of living wherever you go and nobodj 
wants to spend 9 cents when he can spend 6 cents. 
And when it comes to the wealthy, you will be 
surprised to know that $hey care more about a cent 
than the man i n  the street does because they know 
the value of it. This Government does not know 
what it is doing. This Government does not k m w  
what the working people want. I censure 'this Gov- 
ernment to-day. $8,000 is only a bagatelle t o  be used 
in  subsidizing rice. I am looking forward to the 
time when this Government wi'l have to d o l ~  
out £8,000 rather than go on sitting and let- 
ting the peop1,e suffer. DWS this Govern- 
ment expect to keep money i? the Treasury 
while the people are doing nothlng bu t  walking 
about suEeringl What do you think you have money 
in the Treasury for?  To pass it on to posterity 'l No ! 
We want food for  the people. We want the people 
to live decent lives. Take the money out of the 
Treasury and spend it on the people. The British 
Government owes us a lot. Zet them send and 
reimburse the Treasury. bet them give u s  some 
money before you federate, federate, federate. 
(Laughter). We want something i n  our stomachs 
before you can talk about federation. W e  want this 
nce subsidized to the fullest extent. The people who 
will be affected by the fixing of the price of rice at 
9 cents per pint are the men i n  the street; they can- 
not even now buy rice at  6 cents per pint because the 
plantations are giving work for only two or three 
daysa week. Potatoes came her-. a ,short while ago and 

I your humble servant had to throw away four barrels 
which cost me $18 a barrel. Why? Because the price 9f 
12c. per lb. for those potatoes was too vrohibitive and 
the people could not buy them. Another shipment of 
potatoes arrived subsequently ; the price of those was 
fixed a t  99 cents a lb. and when I co~ l r l  sell, formerly, 
3 barrels of potatoes on a Saturdav nicht I have not 
been able to get rid of 50 lbs. of this lot. Not that 
tl c l?coplc do not want the potatoes but the price of 
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them is beyond their m e w .  If the potatoes were 
sold at 4wnts or 5 cents per lb. the people would buy 
them but the price is beyond their reach and now 
you are going to place rice in  the same category- 
beyond their reach. I thought that as soon as a n  
honourable member got up  and said "let us  subsidize 
this rice at the same level of the B,ritish Guiana rim", 
the Prime Minister would have got up  and replied 
"Oh, yes, boys. I agree.'"ut it is not so. That 
d o w s  me that this Labour Government is incapable 
of catering to the needs of the class whom they were 
elected to represent. I fear that this Labour Govern- 
ment which does not see what the people want will be 
found wanting. Food is a crying need. The people 
want food. They are not iaterested in politia. You 
can play your politics when you come here but the 
people want to know that there is enough food in the 
island that they can get their share of it. I am very 
sorry but this Resolution will not be allowed to pass; 
i t  will have to be postpohed and let the Leader of the 
House go back to Government House and tell the in- 
cumbent that the boys down here say "Nothing doingn 
(Laughter) or otherwise I will talk on this matkr  for 

days on end. Sometime ago, the Prime Minister and 
I dashed on this question and we will always clash 
on it because I am sure th& I am, not here for senti- 
ment I am not here for emotion. I am here for 
business. I am a businessman. I cannot see this 
thing but fiopn the business point of view. WE have 
to give the people this rice a t  a prim a t  which they 
can buy it. 9 writs per pint is too much; they can- 
not pay that. As I said, the per lb. for English 
potatoes is beyond theil: reach and they have no food 
from the lad. a g h t  now, there is no ordin,ary 
family, whethek middleclass o r  poor, that can go to 
sleep on a q  night with their stomach fairly full;  
they cannot do it beaause there is not enough food 
around and what is around they cannot purchase 
because they do not have the wherewithal. I hope that 
my words -will not fall on deaf ears but that the Prime 
Minister will go back to Government House and 

His Exceuenc~ that the down here say 
"No ; can't do. " (Laughter and Cheers). 

Mr. COX : Judging from the remarks made by 
s o w  honourabh members on the other side of the 
table, I hardly think it is necessary to subsidize this 
rice a t  all, especially &ter the of the 

rnlernkr for the c i ty  who happens to know 
the rich people better than they know themselves. 
H e  told us  that  he can imagine th~e rich people buyillg 

the ~ ~ i t ; i ~ h  h i a n a  rice and putting it 
and leaving this Brazilian rice to be purchased by 
the poor people. But, Sir, when one b a r s  some 
honourable m e m b h  keeping noise inside this' House, 
as if they were in a fish One 

wonders what is going to happen if people like 
these are continudly elected to this House. I haw 
heard One of those members, when rica was being 
sold a t  40. per pint, say "remove the suboidy and 
let the rise ibp sold a t  60. per pint." That happened 
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wed to get rice from B-, a better quality rice 
than the British Quiana rice, and  me peopb bought 
it. Like the senior member f m  St. Joseph I feel 
that  when this mone expensive rice is i n  the island 
the rich peop6e will buy it and give the poor 
people the chance to buy the less expensive 
rice. If, as we heard the senior member for thie 
City say, the rich people will buy up  the 1% expen- 
sive rice and pu t  it down, what will that show? It 
will show that they have absolutely no s e l w  of 
nesponsibility, in the first place, and, in the second 
place, no sympathy because if they buy up the l e s  
expensive rice, hoard i t  and prevent the starving 
@op,ple from getting it, i t  means that they are 
absolutely indifferent to the needs of the poor peo- 
ple of this island. I am not going so far  as to say 
that but I know that in many cases foo&*ufTs that 
come into this island and foodstuffs that shoilld be 
distributed among the poor people, foodstuffs such 
as milk and butter, are hoarded by the well-to-do. 
When i t  comes to butter, many a shopkeper refuses 
to sell a poor persm a n  ounce of b u t t a  a t  the 
schedule p'rice simply because a rich p:rson  ill 
pay a little more for it in  the black market. Every- 
body knows that the rich people can go to Goddard's 
or Colonnad-e and buy their butter by the pound or 
by the tin but many a shopkeeper instead of distrib- 
uting hi13 tin of butter among as many poor people 
as he can, often sells i t  to rich people blecause they 
pay a greater  rice foT it and when certain people 
come to this House and shout about the poor man 
I only wish to God that the poor man would be allowed 
the scales to be removed from his eyes so that he may 
be able to see ! Mr. Chairman, I respect honest people ; 
that is all; for my part the others need not exist. I see 
absolutely nothing to be gainlpd by postponing this 
Resolution. If this rice was not subsidized i t  would 
be sold a t  13c. per pint but  i t  is proposed to subsidize 
i t  so that the people will b~e able t o  pay 4c. per ~ i n t  
less 'for it. If it is subsidized to the full and is 
sold a t  6 cents per pint, the rich people will get all of 
the rice ljecause we have been told that they would b ~ ~ y  
up the rice at 6c. per pint and put i t  up. I thought 
that this Resolution would have had an  easy passage 
through this House- The Government has done its 
best and has made every possible eflort to %ring food 
into this country, so that rich and poor alike would 
be able to get a share and to-day me are having this 
display of cheap politics by certain members who say 
"subsidize this rice to the full extent so that thj@ 
poor people could buy it a t  6 cents per pint." Mr. 
Chairman, we hear a lot to-day aibout the sub~idizing 
of commod~~ies but who was pioneer in thir* 
matter of subsidization? For  years, the senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph fought the very people who are 
now clamouring for subsidization before they would 
come to a decision to subsidize and now ypu 
hear the same people even those who mould have 

the on and incresse tEemfiee 
from cents to 6 cents pint--o*tic,na the 
&vernment for not subsidiinr this, that or the a couple of years ago when wages mere lower than 

what they are to-day and a t  the timl- when the poor 
man was also hunFtrg. There are some businessmen 
who buy peas at 5Yze- per pint and them to the 
poor people a t  14c. ner pint. I have reliable inform- 
ation % to that. men you hear them talking about 
tbn pmr man, thev are only wastina time. ~h~~ 
only want to fool the Door man;  they get him to 
team and march and the next thingr is the gun. 
Now. sir .  what is the pmition reePrdc! +hi.: rice? 
wP know that we m rice from ~ ~ i ~ i ~ ~  ~~i~~~ 

i., sold at GC. ,,h pint but ,.here 
is no British G,~ign~ r i r o  +Q hn had will 
vse this rice from Brazil. I can rom,-mber when we 

other commodity. I repeat that i t  is cheap nolitics to 
make the poor believe that the lieader of this Honse 
who, I know. has sacrificed his all for pears i11 the in- 
terest of the pom. dops not have their interest at heart: 
i t  is wicked and d e p w e d  and it is onlv a move to get 

. the rich ~ e o p l e  back in power and the Poor P ~ O P ~ P  
back to slavery. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I did not intend to speak 
"gain on this matter but you yil' Mr. 
Chairman, that I refrained from interrupting the 
senior member for St. Michael although he m&- 
quoted me more than once. Honourable members 
wlll from experience in this House, that 
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it is hardly necessary to correct him because it is 
difficult for him to understand anything; that is due 
to his mentality. However, I would like to make 
my position clear. I ncver said anything about the 
rich 'buying this rice and putting it up. W k t  I 
aaid was this; "If you have two sets of rice being 
sold in the market a t  the same time - one at  6 cents 
p?r pint and the other at 9 cents per pint - people 
whose financial circumstances can afford it, havlng 
become accustomed to the use of the British Guiana 
rice, will continue to purchase the rice a t  6 o a t s  per 
pint. That is obvious. No appeal would 
make them buy the 9 oenh per pint 
rice when they could get rice at  6 cents per pint; the 
aeader of the House would buv i t  (Mr. ADAMS: 

open their mouths and let other people confirm the 
fact that they ax,p fools. 

A t  this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SPEAKER resumes the 
Chair and adjourns the House until 2.45 p.m. in 
accordance with Rule 40 (a) .  

REPLIES LAID 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I beg to lay on 

the Table of the House the replies to questions No. 55 
ptanding in  the name of the hon. junior member for 
St. Lucy with regard to deductions made from salar- 
ies of members of the Civil Service for payment to 

I ;Widowsy and Orphans' Fund. 
Speak for yourself.) ; anybody would buy it, human 
nature beim what if is. When you hear all this l ' s u s P E N s I o N  O F  RULES 61(a) AND 61(b) 

ment we also suggested that in  view ouf the conditions 
a s  we see them, in  Barbados, the Government should 
not only subsidize this rice to enable it to ble sold at 
9 cents per pint but, in  view of the fact that this 
550 tons of rice is only one month's supply and in  
view of the shortage of the food supply i n  this island, 
should also subsidize i t  to the f u l l s t  extent, so that it 
could be sold at 6 cents per pint. I wonder if any 
of the members of this Hous- think that they fool 
anybody when they represent themselves as being 
poor ! Some of them may be in straitened circumstances 
but which of them on this or that side of this table 
think that thtey fool any man i n  the street that they 
are poor and go to sleep starving? When W- a ~ k  
that this rice be so subsidized that the people will 
be abl: to  buy i t  at 6 oents per pint, what is in that 
to suggest that we are playing politics? Anybody 
who can think for himself and does not have to hold 
on to somebody else's coat-tail would appreciate 
the position. If there ,is one man around this table wlio 
knows the wants of the man in street and the un- 
washed, it is I. When you get members on that 
side of the tabhe saying that th~g alone know about 
the wants of the man in  the street, this is a joke. 
We on this side feel strongly in this matber and we 
have put  f o ~ w a r d  our suggestion in good faith. 
There are hundreds of people in this island who ar,- 
out of work; there are many more who get only two 
or three days' work a week ,and two pints of rice 
will go a long mav in a farni1.r. There is no corn- 
narison betlween salted meat, salted fish and rice 
T h ~ r e  is nothing destructive abont mxT criticism. 
If this Resolution was brought to this Hous- in the 
month of October or November when p e o ~ l e  ara 
pettin? more work to do and thlore i c  a nlpntifi~l 
supply of locally Trown food. nnne of u q  woilld he 
so re~k7ess p~ tn m a l p  thp cii~wction TV- ha... I - ~ ? P .  

Somlotimes ;+ i~ better for somp neon10 to keep 
their mouths shut and be considered fools than to 

:alk from that dangerously ignorant type of pal- 
5roon on the other side of th- table ~vho would lit0 
other people to believe that they observe all this 
strict honesty 1 tell you that there are Fame agencies 
in this island who hold rice in order to sp.eulate with 
it. sir, natllre what it $, show 
me the person who is going to listen to an appeal 

from the Leader of the Hous- or the Hfad of the 
Administration himself not to buy rice a t  6 cent9 
per pint when they can get it ? 

The senior member for St. Michatel recklessly 
&uoted me and any mentality that  it3 warped and 
practically corrupt will reflect itself in those terms. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House 
resumed Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being in 
the Chair. 

Mr. ADAMS : I ask leave to move the suspension 
pf Rules 61(a) and 61(b) so as  to continue Govern- 
Pent  Business. I propose to finish the with 
which we were dealing before the luncheon internal, 
$0 proceed with the Bill dealing with the personal 
pates of income tax and then if there is any time avail- 
Bble, to deal with the rates of income tax  affecting 
pompanies. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave to make the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that Rules 61(a) 
and 61(b) be now suspended. 

Mr. TALMA seconded the motion which was 

SUBSIDIGATliON OF RICE IMPORTED FROM BRAZLL 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : When the House was i n  
Committee of Supply before the adjournment for  
lunch, we were considering a Resolution to place the 
sum of £10,000 a t  the disposal of the Governar-in- 
Executive Committee to provide for  the subsidisgtion 
of 550 tons of rice imported from Brazil. 

Mr. SYMMONDS : Much time has been !pent 
and much heat has been generafed in discuwng a 
matter which affects everybody i n  this island. There 
is a shortage of food, there is a shortage of every item 
of food in  this island, and while I am very pleased 
to see the members of this House who are planters 
advocating and supporting the importation of rice 
from Brazil into this colony, I am sincerely hoping 
that they will support the planting of more Indian 
corn as requested in a n  Address passed by this House 
recently. Only yesterday I spoke with a man i n  this 
community who told me that when his wife died it 
was advertiGd over Radio Di~tr ibution that  she died 
from the lack of something to eat. I commend the 
Government for  acting so quickly i n  this matter of 
getting rice from Brazil, but I want to support those 
honourable members who have advanced the sugges- 
tion that rice sold i n  Barbados should be sold a t  six 
cents per pint. As an  impartial observer I can say 
that the ar t  of mixing is one which a t  times reaches 
a high degree of fineness; if you have one grade of 
rice being sold at  9 cents per pint  and another grade 
a t  6 cents per pint, the a r t  of mixing is going to be 
practised on so large a scale that the poor people of 
this island who are unemployed i n  large numbers 
and who still have to buy rice will be forced to buy 
the bulk of their rice a t  9 cents per pint. You will 
find that a member of a family who enquires for rice 

When members on this 8ide of the Table set out to I agreed to. 
support the suggestion of the junior member for  Mr. SPEAKER : On the adjournment for lunch, St. Michael, what did we first do? We cornmended 
the Government on its action in  atkmpting to get 
this rice and then further attempting to subsidize it. 
Now. Mr. Chairman, in commendintz the Goverr~or 

the House wm in of Supply. 

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 
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will be told : "There is none a t  6 cents per pint, but 
we will spare you a httle at  9 cents per pint." I think 
i t  is well that the Government face this danger; that 
in people with a greater supply of rice, 

inflict a general price of 9 cents Per pint for the 
month at least> On every purchasing Elember of 

this community. I feel that this measure should be 
viewed from the point of view of feeding the people. 
The people cannot get any food and if during this 
period of acute food shortage, it is necessary to sub- 
sidize rice to the extent of £8,000 a month for the next 
U months so as to keep people alive, I am one of 
those who would be willing to agree that. The 
people are definitely frantic because they are starving. 
When you a.sk for ltems of f'wd the answer; repeatedly 
is that there are none. It is a common practice among 
man3 retailers to-day that if you are to get a pint of 
rice you must buy $4.00 in other articles. I therefore 
suggest in  the interest of the masses of this island, 
that the Government in this particular case, see that 
the price of rice kept the uniform price of 6 cents 
per pint icrespective of whether it comes from Brazil 
oc anywhere else. 

Mr. MAPP : 5 have listened to this debate very 
wnfully and I say that 1 have heard a considerable 
number of surprising statements mixed witb whst I, 
can only term P ~ ~ P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  and a great 
deal of propaganda. L have come to that conclusion 
very sincerely and Z. will set out to prove b w  L have 
come to that conclusion. This Resolution concerns, a 
quota of rice from Brazil estimated a t  550 metric 
tons. Our average yearly consumption of rice is 
estimated at about 9,3(W) metric tons. (&fr. 
~h~~~ figures ar,p not correct). These figures are 
not supplied by the honourable junior member for 
St. Philip so that they vould lzot be correct : t h ~ y  
are supplied by the Competent Authority. British 
Guiana can only wpply us 7,480 metric tons 
per annum which avenages about 80% of our t ~ t a l  
requirements. Already we are experiencing a evere 
shortage due to the fact that British Guiana cannot 
supply us with more than 50% of that 80% of our 
requiremlents. That average yearly consumption of 
;bboUt 9,300 rnetTic tons works out at 779 metric tons 
per month and the amount of which we are being 
asl<ed to subsidize to-day m metric tons, a little 
more than a half YOU bear that 
the classes want rice subsidized at  6 cents 
per pint and that people will stor- up half baps of 
rice. The Government i s  n& infallible and I hope 
$,hat it will take a;ny crit.ieism3 in  the best spirit. We 
are being asked to subsidize a little more than a 
half month's supply of rioe to-day, and those same 
members who have ~ a i s e d  this hue and cry to-day 

hoard half bags of rice. Apparently people will 
not hoard the iexpensive .ries but they will1 hoard 
the rice from British Guiana. We are getting all 
this by honourable membens in an 
&ttempt to influence the Government against its 
better judgment. you hear that the price of rice 
hoUld be brought do- to 6 cents per pint and 
then you find that the poor psople for m h ~ m  we are 
RartiQularlv sLlbsidixing i t  will not be able to get any. 
w h o  could q r e  to such silly arglxrn'ents which arp 

for Dropagapda and political ~urnoses? I 
that a w e  h% been made by the other 

&ide to carry out. thteir o n  ends. That brings me 
to a p i n t  which I have take,n up with certain 
rnem&rs. of the Governmeqt and to which I am now 
voing to pefer now. If Trinidad rations her rice 
1 cannot s0e whv we cannot ration, ours: 1 have 
beard somp mention made to  the auest~fin of the 
cost of the GC?: but- people arp di~eatisfi~n 
oxer the diqtribx~tion of rice. they that other PeQ- . 
~l~ can ,p~ t  m d  P half of ri.w and thev cannot 
even get half a pint. I. say that* ~ d e ~  allay 1 

public anxiety asld to disabwe the minds of the 
public of any idea that wrong is briW 
uouC, the G+vernment should set up a rationing 
scheme. Even if rpople are reduced to half a pint 
of under the they will be sati&,e$cd 
beeau% they will be getting the same amount of rice 
as anybody We be trBitors the 
ing clames if we agree to any %heme 
of subsidising rice so that people would be able 
to hoard it. If the Government does not intend to 
ration rlce7 then it is perfectly justified in subsidising 
it to this extent; but I am advising tbz Government 
to ration rice, then i t  is perfectly justifi'ed in isubsi- 
dising it h this extent; but I am advising the 
Government to ration rice. Trinidad spends money 
in rationing rioe and I say; let us allay the fears of 
the public. If you say that thene is a shortwe, of 
rice and people feel that others are getting it they me 
not going to be satisfied. That is the whole basis ofi 
ae trouble. I repeat that it would be a safe and 
sound policy fop this Government ration the rice 
and then 1 would agree to any scheme of bringing 
the price of it down to the samp level; otherwiSL2, 
humm nahre lhing what it is, certain people 
hoard rioe and then ae pooT peaplr for whom the 
scheme was set up will not get any of the rice I 

that we tax and pay 
iqg m e ;  there me ~m people who tvill my 
that we should spend. more money but t h ~ s  same 
people do not want to be taxed, I, repeat that the 
Gover~ment should ration the rise and then I ~ u l d  

the ~ o s t ~ o ~ e m e n t  of: thisResolution. 1 haxe 
1 never heard such a deliberate misleadina of the people 

I h@ve head to-day- I hope that the Governm~ent 
act upon the suggestion which I have made, a 

:sW@stion which I have made ~ 6 t h  tha best faith. 
. Mr. DOWDIN@f: %. Clb@hnaa,-~m~,as,t?r- 

OUS arguments and d e a p  move fmm this side of the 
Tab1%! Delightful! I can see no more pr~eposhzr- 
OUS argument than to SW ]et us tax people on one 

:hand and on the other hand, give them this £10;000 
b e ~ a w  this i@ of 8ubsidising food for the rich. 

'We are being asked to ~k 510,000 for the purpose 
[of subsidisillg this rifia So as to bring it down to 
' 9  cents a pint which the ordinary man cannot pay, 
,and You are s a ~ i ~  that YOU are going to tell the 
lrich peopLe to g@ a ~ d  buy this riae! That is 
l ~ r e ~ o s t e m u s  and absolutely stupid. An- we here to 
:subsidits food for the rich people? If that is the 
I iar€Pment which is going to be used, I say defini&ly 
"No;" we are here to subsidise food for- the working 
man7 the man ih the street, the man who is unable to 
purchase it. All this talk about the rich man is only 
leye-wash; this %10,000 is for the purpozx- of wbsidi13- 
ing rice SO that a parbicular class of people can buy it 
at  9 cents Per pint, but why do t h q  not let the rice 
come in at  the full price and let tble rich peop'e 
buy i t ?  This proposal before us is complet~el~ wrong; 
rice is the food of the man in the street; it is not 
801- the rich man about whom everybody is talking. 
Tht" price of all the rloe should be at  tha same level. 
I thought that honourable members had been con- 
vinced of thk  but i t  seems- to me that t h r e  are 
Nmp. honourable members who are still left uncon- 
vinced. I sincerely hope that after what I have said 
they wilr see the point that instead of subsidising 

'food for the rich they should subsidise i t  for the 
poor. (Cheens). 

Mr. LEWS : .For the second time to-dav 1, see 
that the Government ha? found itself in a difficult. 
position and it has tried what it h < ~ 3  concl;do?.rd by ita 
adviser7 to be the best wav out of the difficulty. In 
Barh-ados we have been s ~ f f e r i n ~  f ~ o m  drouqht while 
there were floods in Demerara. I am sure that 
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the floods have subsided in Demerara they wiil get 
the same quantity of rice but  a t  a diwerent time. 
I n  the meantlrr~e tood had to be found for the people 
m Barbadw and the Government had to seek food 
6omewhere else. 'L'he Government turned down an offer 
of rice a t  an  extremely high price and took the one for 
which i t  is paying now. 'l'he Government wanted to 
subsidise this rice and naturally it called i n  the 
people who know about the scheme. The honourable 
senior mem'ber for St. Joseph has called the name 
of the genius, Dr. Saint and he dsew the analogy 
between  he salt fish and the salt pork; he said that 
some sart of moral appeal would be made to the 
rich people to buy the rice at the higher price and 
leaw the cheaper rice for the poor people. That 
means that this dae  f r ~ m  Brazil would be distributed 
along with the rice from Demerara, and if that is so, 
then this rice from Brazil should not be subsidised 
a t  all. If you have this supply of rice you will be 
surprised to see who are the rieh people; you will 
always have to play on the idiosyncracies of the 
people: Actually, if you set up a rationing scheme 
to ration rice &ne, that will. cost a lot of money; 
you, wiU have to gut  geogle ia false jobs, you will 
hime to keep them there for a long time and then 
there will be a howl when you have to put them out 
of t h ~ s e  job .  Therefam if you can &void this ration- 
ing you should it, if you can avoid subsidi- 
sibtmp YOU should do. so. AS y m  try to inanipulare 
these things you find out how dangerous it is to do 
so. I$ acre was a Etresolution to subsidize this rice 
ah 6 cents @cl: g k t ,  there are those who would say 
that #le rich peogle would get i t  and the poor people 
would not see anx of it at, all. W e  are a t  the stage 
where the General Ebclivns are jpst a ~ . ~ u s M  the 
corner and no matter, how we t ry  to avoid it, 
we must play politim wil& the peo~lr ' s  food. 
That is. a safe aad souad gagle to play. The 
Government ane e n ~ l e d ,  to do something and if they 
have made a mi- let u a  s b w  it to them i n  the 
best way: possible. h my, opinion no appeal which i.. 
made to the rich geople will make them 'by this rice. 
If you have this rice a t  the higher pricie, you will be 
surprised to see horn i t  will be sold because of the 
vanity of the people. There are peculiarities with 
people so that if. JTOU bring the price of this rice too 
near tr, that which is for  the poor people, there will 
be difficulty. I sym~athise with the Government in 
the decision which they have made and I do not think 
that the four members of the Governmen$ would 
claim that they were so mixed up  with the rationing 
scheme as to know much about it. The name of a 
person called to-day, a person whose opinion 
whatever i t  is, would have been accepted by  the 
House; but today it is h question of critic- the 
Government and therefore that person has lost the 
good name which he had during the War  years. The 
Leader of the House has hinted that both grades of 
rice will be here a t  the same time and while I am 
sympathising with the Government if this is their 
way of not allawing pmple to say that  they tax them 
but do not t ry  to help them, 1,say that the Govern* 
ment should t ry  and, avoid, theee- difkulties by 
mking this rice a. rich people's r im a t  13, cents a 
pint. We are giving the impression that there is .a  
lot of' money in the Treasury and I, say that this 
money which i t  in nroposed, to spend i n  subsidising 
riee could he used. t a  provide the poor people with 
what they had- to do without for 300 yeotrs. That 
is, how 1 feel about the matter- This high-pried 
rice is.not even a month's supply,. and wpecially as 
that is- the case; T sav that the be& way ta handleit  is 
to< leave it at. the rieh Peolle's fig-ure m& you will 

~ u ~ r i s e d  to see how i t .  win hei sdd. 1, have 

this q ~ e s b i m  to ask: I would like to h ~ w ,  
ndvlng legard to the ffrelgh, chargea in  re- ! sgect of this rice, whether we have arranged to s d  
our own l ~ o t t o l ~ l ~  using nautical terms, for the rice,. 
I see that freight, insurance and so forth are men- 

, tioned anid, X would like to know whether our schooners 
will be going to Brazil Ear this rice. 

, Mr. FOSTER: I agree with the honourable 
junior member for  St. George that the masses are 
hungry and for that reason 1 am appealing to hon- 

, ourable members not to pmtpone this Resolution. It 
' is obvious that every honourable member of this 

House would like the masses to get rice as cheaply 
as possible. Itf this rice som:s down at 12 cents a, 

' pint it wiU ibe sold; I am sure about that. ALS I say, 
the people are hungry and I appeal to honourable 
members not to keep them hungry any longer. I 

/ appeal to honourable members to allow this rice to 
come in ;  let this Resolution be passed and let the peo- 
p b  get some food to eat, 

Mr. ADAMS: I do not wish to delay this mat- 
ter but one or two questions haw been asked and 

' one or two things haue been said to which I have to 
reply. I suggest that we can say what we want to 
say and we should b y  to be helpful i n  any matter 
occasionally instead of having to shout. I congratu- 
late the honourable junior member for St. Philip 
for having such a, r ; e w &  for the poor people and 
I highly respect tha t ;  but  I want to say that  heat is 
not light. If the heat which has been generated 
were ewivalent to Light theh we would be all blind. 
If the honou~able j d r  member for St. Philip has 
a good case he can present it coldly and dispassion- 

/ ately and let us see that h& judgment is superior to 
i ours. Merely shouting that ~y:ople are hungry and 
l starving makes no appeal to people's judgment be- 
Qause we all b o w  t h a  people are hungry and we 

have to ~ r o v i d e  for  these people. As r e g a r b  the 
honourable senior member for St. George, this is not 

, the first time that we have heasd such an appeal from 
him and I have no doubt that he will serve for Radio 

i Dkt r iu t ion ;  but that sort of thing does not get 
us anywhere. The honourable senior member 
for St. Andrew h= made one or two points. As 
regards the remarks about money having been saved, 
the price of some articles went down but we w e d  the 

; money thereby saved to get more flour because of the 
: cornmeal situation and the situation as regards Eng- 
, lish potatoes, let alone our own pot&o situation. All 
, these argumenhs about the price of rice we have heard 
. ad nau9'ela.m during the debate as to whether we should 
1 subsidise items other than those which are subsidised. 

The honaurable senior member for  St. Andrew and 
, t h e  honourable junior member for St. James, the 
, financial genius of this island have always been 
, pointing out that we come down month after month 
and year after year with Resolutions for  m o n q  for 

: various purposes but none of) us ever sat down and 
d nelated our expenditure on various items, therefore we 1 wanted B Financial Secretary. We have never 
considered whether we can afford to spend 

. 20% of our revenue on the Civil Service, 10% on the 
Police, so mu& on the Church and what not. We 
have a Financial Secretary now and he goes 
into the working aF subsidisation W i t  is a% prwent, 
and I should like to  inform honourable memblers that 

4 we are coming down, with a, Remlntion fo r  another 
5130,000 roughly. I want to point out that3 even the 

, best milch cow will go dry espeeiall~ when those who 
supply the fodder dtiject to supplying it. I;t. will 

+take more than the  oae million ponnds which ig- in  
the Treasairy to c- out thetHousing Scheme and 

: later there is gaing to be ,a  howl as  to the raising of 
:income tax on companies. In any case people are 
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merely following the tradition of attacking the 
Government and therefore I will not use the argu- 
ment whlon 1 was going to use. 'l'he argument tnac 11 
you do not agree with the majority you should oppose 
might have been sound in the Middle Ages but it is 
nardly sound nowadays. The Colonial 0 t h  and the 
M i n l s ~ r ~  of Food have considered Dr. Saint as the 
best Food Controller during the War, and is his 
advice worth nothing now? He has worked out 
schemes where there has been a difference in the 
prices of c~mmodi~ies. Some honourable members, 
wi,h a disregard for logic, have used the word "rich". 
A lot of us will never be rich buR people like our- 
selves who have got more money to spend than the 
working claaes, will, we hope buy the more expensive 
grade of rice. Th'ere are two grades of rice one of 
which the Government is asking certain people to 
buy and to leave the other one for  the Poor people. 
We say to them: "Do not bug the cheaper grade of 
rice, leave i t  to be bought by the poor people." The 
poor people will soon be addressed 'by the honour- 
able senior member for the City; but the honourable 
member who is opposed to making the poor people's 
food expensive, and whose heart bleeds for them, 
when the Government asks people to leave the rice 
which is sold at  6 cents a pint to the people who Can- 
not afford to pay 9 cents a pint for it, has the CQur- 
age to say on the floor of this House: "I will go into 
the shops and buy the Demerara rice." How can the 
Government be guided by arguments of that sort'! 
We have had the advice of the Financial secretary 
who is relating the expenditure on various items. 
We have got a Financial Secretary who advises us, 
we have got the advice of D r  Saint, we have got the 
advice of the Controller of Supplim and now we are 
told that the people are hungry and starving. What 
is the good of that to the Government? If  we did 
not take the advice of people who are best qualified 
to giv,e us advice, we would have keen failing in our 
duty as a Government. We have had th! advice of 
Mr. R. 0. Emtage, not on matters of pollcy, but as 
regards the rice from Brazil as compared with that 
from Demerara, as  to whether it is distkiWishable 
and MI on. We have got advice before coming: to 
any  conclusion. I t  is easy to curse Mr. Emtage but 
let me repeat that he has only been asked whether 
this grade of rice is distinguishable from that grade 
of rice. The only thing which I did not anticipate 
i n  this debate today is the extreme warmth of the 
honourable junior member for St. Philip who is 
vying with Mars; I suggest that i t  would be a good 
idea to keep a little of this warfare for the realm 
of Mars. After the decision was taken in  Executive 
Committee to purchase this rice from Brazil, we re- 
investigated the position and i t  is our considered 
judgment following the adviae of people who are 
best able to advise us, that we should come before 
the Qouse with :his Resolution for the subsidisation 
of this rice. This is a fair amount of money to spend 
on subsidising this rice and I repeat that in a fort- 
night's time we are coming down with a Resolution 
for $',130,000 for the subsidisation of commodities 
for the next six months. We are told by the Other 
Place that we have not got an  inexhaustible Treasury ; 
we who have the facts a t  our disposal have to use 
our best judgment as to how much money we should 
spend and we would be failing in  our duty to the 
community if we did not use our best judgment in 
this matter. I quite agree that we o ~ ~ g h t  to have a 
rense of responsibility and we owe a duty to the 
community: but  we cannot allow passion, or pre- 
judice or fear to becloud our judgment. some of 
u s  have an ear for the ,Press: thev dt'ribute to me 
the use of the word "rich" which I have never used. 
I have never enquired as to what percentage of the 

community is rich or otherwise : I suppose that would 
have to be worked out on some income lwel. 

home honourable members have not paid atten- 
tion to the second part  of the argument which I used. 
The honourable senior member for St. Phillp only 
spoke half of the t ruth when he referred to salt 
fish being consigned to luxury stores. 1% is possible 
for the Control Board to aay: "We cannot allow 
one grain of Demerara rice to go into that score." 
I will say, according to enquiries which I have made 
and according to reports from the Food Con'trol In- 
spectors, that the merchants and the small shopkeep- 
ers have been on the whole very co-operative in  carry- 
ing out the request of the Control Board not to sell 
more than a certain amourit of rice to anybody; and 
the only complaint which we have received is a 
suspicion that some people get more rice than they 
should get. I repeat that we have made enquiries 
and reports have been receiveki to the effect that the 
shopkeepers are very co-operative. His Honour the 
Speaker will remem'ber putting to me a question to 
be put to the Executive Committee as regards ration- 
ing because with His Honour's experience he felt 
that i t  would have been a good thing to do. That 
matter has been seriously investigated and if we have 
got advice from the Food Control Inspectors that 
the voluntary system of rationing has k e n  working 
exceptionally well, why should we introduce ration- 
ing? I repeat that the distribution of rice can be 
worked quite well. I heard some sotto voce remarks 
as to whether some poor people do not shop a t  God- 
dard's too; if we have information that a certain 
number of poor people shop a t  Goddard's, then the 
rice can be distributed according to the information 
we receive. It is quite possible for the honourable 
senior member for the City to get into his car, go to 
a small country shop and buy Demerara rice and it 
is quite possible for others to do the same; but the 
present organisation can be improved and the distri- 
bution of rice to the &opkeepers can be regulated 
with a view to keeping the Brazil rice mainly in 
luxury stores, and the Demarara rice in the shops 
which are patronised only by  the working class 
people. I cannot accept any motion for the post- 
ponement of the Resolution; I say that the Govern- 
ment have considered this matter very carefully, we 
have had a separate day for considering i t  and we have 
come to this decision after considering the financial 
aspect of the matter as  well as the possibility of work- 
ing; on the experience of the past. I suggest that  
a combination of proper distribution and the knowl- 
edge by certain people that if they buy Demerara 
rice they are forcing the poor man to buy Bmzil rice 
will prevent them from going out of their way to buy 
the Demerara rice, in spite of the remarks of the 
honourable senior member for the City about human 
nature ljeing what it is. Figures which are just 
gimen off-hand do not necessarily help honourable 
members but inasmuch as some -res have been 
given I will just give one or two more. Demerara 
has nlever been able to supply us with more than 
80% of our requirements. The figure of 9,200 tons 
has been given as our 100% consumption and we 
should expect 613 tons a month. Those were the 
figures which were given to :he International Emerg- 
ency Food Council when we asked them to supply us 
with rice. As regards general consumption, 473 tons 
would be a little more than a half month's supply. 
Some honourable members must know that the stocks 
are carefully distributed. When 1,000 bags of rice 
arrive from. Demerara, that rice is not sold to the 
shopkeepers straightway, i t  has to be distributed 
carefully. Rice came spasmodically from Demerarn 

1 so that while i t  might not be o'b'tainable in shops a t  
' certain times i t  is there for distribution. Ther?fore 
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the question W to the distribution of rice from 
Uemerara and that from Brazil is an easy ma~ter. 
If Demerara says that she can supply u~ w i ~ h  rlue 
for the remainder of the year, then bOL/o 01 our re- 
quirements will be supplied from there. Before 1 
sit down, I should like to remind solpe honourable 
members and to inform others that the food situa- 
tion is very much better now than i t  was; about 500 
bags of rice have left or were due to leave Demerara 
on Satulday for this coloily and ~prcsumably that rice 
is here now. The lldourable junior member 
for St. rhilip was hr~for~unate to get rode11 
potatoes. One thing more I should like to 
mention and i t  is this: the Government ap- 
proached Trinidad and. asked them to allow 
us to have some of their Brazil rice as their rice had 
arrived before ours. Trinidad is a very rice-hungry 
country and they replied : "We would have prefer- 
red if you did not ask us about this rice but perhaps 
we can spare you 150 Lons.7' I do not think that 
we will get that 150 tons now. I see that the hon- 
oura'ble senior member for St. James is anxious to 
get up and read from the 0ficia.l Gazette what I am 
reported to have said; if it is the report of a speech 
which I had the opportunity of revising, I will say 
"Yes, that is what I said," if not I will say otherwise. 
(A MEMBER: Then the Reporters had better go 
home). 

Mr. S. A. WSLCObTT: This is what thg 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph said when 
h- did not agro- that rice qhould h ?  sold a t  two 
different prices. To-day he has chanced his tune. 
The honourable member said this at that time: 
"It is said that the Government should fix the price 
of the super quality rice which the rich man can 
buy a t  63 cents or 7 cents or 73 cents per pint and 
let the poor man get tb other quality a t  4 cents per 
pint. I ask any honourable member whether he is 
going to have the face to get up in this Committee 
and say that the rich people in this island will con- 
sume anything near 25% of 9,200 tons in a year; 
they do not eat rice as a rule, not in the way in which 
the working cl- people in this island eat it." I 
think therefore that my calculation as to the per- 
centage of the rich is right. 

Mr. ADBMS: The honourable member can 
read but he ca,unot think. What I am saying is that 
we with our sense of responsibility can afford to pay 
more for our rice than the working class man. I 
have always been making that distinc~ion. I do not 
depart from what the honourable member has read. 
Some of us will never be rich; but although we are 
not rich, we are more able to buy this rice than the 
working class man. That is the whole point I am 
making. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: What I am arguing is 
that the poor man cannot afford to pay 9 cents a pint 
for his rice; if we paQ this Resolution as i t  is today, 
the poor man will have to pay 9 cents a pint for his 
rice. I! " ; ' I  

Mr. CRAWORD: The honourable senior 
m~em~er  for St. Joseph has made a veey long speech 
in reply to the arguments which have been advanced 
today; but when that speech has been stripped of all 
its padding what are the chief points which the hon- 
ourable member has made? One is that within the 
next two weeks the Government will be coming down 
with a Resolution for £330,000 to continue the sub- 
sidisation scheme. That point would have some 
weipht if this £230.000 were considerably in excess 
of the amount which we habitually spend on subsi- 
disation. It is not. Not only is the amount not 
abnormal, but the honourable member knows that 
we no longer have to spend thousands of pounds by 
way of Emergency expenditure and we are now only 

spending money on subsidisation to the same 
tune as -eve have bezn spendlng for  he last four or 
nve yedrs.  herefor fore there is no point m trotting 
ou-c that you are comingg dawn with this ~esoiutlon 
for %IYO,uC)O. Anocb~r point made by che honour- 
able member is that this matter was considered care- / Pully in fixecutive Committee and they came to this 
conclusion. What has happened is that they con- 
sldered the matter careiully and came to tne wrong 
conclusion. .l'heg migh~  have spent a week or longer 
~n consld~ring the matter; all we are saying is that 
they came to the wrong decision. While l t  is true 
to say that Dr.  Saint might have good intentions, ' not even the honourable !senior member for St. 
Joseph would be so shameless as to suggest that Dr. 
Saint knows more about the actual needs of the 
people than you, Mr. Chairman, or the honourable 
junior member for St. Philip. Dr. Saint's position 
there is merely official and Civil Servants cannot 
run this country; the Financial Secretary cannot 
formulate the policy of the Government on che ques- 
tion of food. We might have Dr. Saint as Controller 
of Food Supplies and we give him people like you, 
Mr. Chairman, or the honourable jnnior member for 

/ St. Philip, people who, it is presumed, know the actud 
I conditions of the country to advise hjm. .That is 

why we have an Advisory Board to the Control Board 
aomposed of people who, it is presumed, know some- 

, thing about the conditions so as to advise in making 
' them better. Who do you think formulates the 
I policy of the British Government as regards food?- 

'l'he Minister of Food, not anybody in the Ciyil 
Service, and he is a n  elected representative of the 
people of Great Britain. Nobody can come in here 
and tell us that we must place undue emphasis on 
what Dr. Saint says on this matter; what does Dr. 
Saint know about the concrete case presented by 
the honourable junior member for St. Philip, 
namely, that a crate of potatoes rotted in his grocery 
because the price of 12 cents a pound places them 
beyond, the reach of the people in the honourable 
members's district B (A MEMBER: Does he not 
give people creditl) With foodstuffs both local and 
imported in short supply, these potatoes are beyond 
the reach of the working classes because of their 
price. The supply of these potato-s is not particularly 
great but you can go into the grocery and b117 
50 pounds jf you have the money to 
pay for them. If these potatoes were cheaper 
YOU couId not even get 5 pounds because 
they would not be there. Sometime ago you had to 
cajole and heseech people so to get 5 pounds of these 
potatoes; two dealers called me up last, Saturday to 
know if I wanted some potcitoes and I repeat that 
the potatoes would not have been t k r e  
if they were cheaper. Now we hrar a 
lot of argument as to where this consider- 
ably small sum of %8,000 is to come from. (Mr. 
COX : Who asked that T) We hear that the emmit- 
ments which we have before us make it necessary 
for us to be very cautious in spending money even 
thiq B7000-in further reducing the price of rice. 
Only in March this year in introducing the Budget 
the honourable senior member for W. Joseph admit- 
'ted that the revenue from Customs alone was esti- 
mated at B31,OaO in excess of the original estimae 
and we are ask in^ %hat. d8,000 of this excess of 
%331,000 be s p e d  in giving people rice a t  6 cerzts a 
pint in order to tide them over a difficult period of 
their existence. And soine of us are cavilling at 
that! It is the prerogative of anybodjr in this: 
Chamber to be o'ljstinate and stiff-necked and to stick 
to a noint whethcr he is proved to be won@ or not - 
and of course there is sometimes a certain amount of 
merit ia going down with your flag flying in the 



face of tremendous odds. But in this case there is I 
no merit, there is merely the failure to real~se that 
a wrong decision has been arrived a t  in zhe hpst 
lh"Stance, and the f a lu re  to reallse tnat the racts have 
not been carefully considered. Now that the facts 
have been pointed ouit there is merit in acknowl- 
~ d g i n g  thax you are wrong arld others are right. 
There has been a lot of argument as  to who started 
subsidisation and when it started, but we are follow- 
ing Trinidad and getting rice from Brazil and we 
also followed, Trinidad some years ago and 6tavted 
subsidkation. As a matter of fact, both Trinidad and 
British Guiana started subsidisation before 
we star,ed it. 1 am further expressing my 
support of the motion which I have made, 
namely, that this Resolution be postponed-not 
postponed indefinitely or because the Commit~ee 
refuses to subidise the rice from Brazil-but for the 
purpose of substituting for the Resolution another 
Resoluiion for an amount in  excess of the present 
Resolutiolz which would permit this rice to be sold 
at  6 cents per pint. 

Mr. LEWIS: I should like to remind the hon-, 
ourable senior member for St. Joseph that h has 
not ans~vered my enquiry as to the bringing of thi~s 
$rice here. I cnquired as to  whether the schooners 
which normally bring ricre here would g o i w  to 
Brazil for it. I want to say in connection with what 1 
have heard and which is a diffewnt argument from 
the olle b?for? us, that if a country shoplr-eper 
comirs to BrZdget8own and takes up potatoes at  9 
cents a pound, he must have known that the peopll 
could buy them. Tbt! honourable junior member 
for St. Philip ha3 only diiscovered his mistakn afber 
hi. had put the potatoes in  his shop, but h? should 
have known th. people. A country shopkeeper who 
knows the people would not come to town and take 
up  a commodity to be sold a t  a price at  which he 
knows the could not buy it. I expect that a 
shopkeeper would know the pl~oplp and that is why 
1 ask that this rice be not subwidised but left for the 
~ i c h  people. When this rice is 13  oents a pint the 
poor people will know Chat i t  is not for them. 

Mr. GARNER: I did not intend to speak again 
but after hearing the honourable meember expness 
his master's voice I shall have to reply. I am telling 
th s Committee in no uncertain terms that because of 
thC- price of the potatoes, they were 
not sold. The price of potatoes jumped 
horn 8 cents to 12 cents per pound and what 
is true in my case is t rus in  the case of 
other shopkeepers. I antioipated the people. I thought 
that they would buy the potatoes but they did not 
have the money to buy them. The honourable junior 
membe~ for the City buys cotton and that will last if 
.it is not mid, but potatoe.; are perishable. The 
honourable member should not give the i m ~ ~ e s s i o n  
tha t  I have told a n  ant ru th ;  my contentim lis that  
the price of the potatoes soared f a r  above the peo- 
ple's abilifx to buy them. Whatever commodity vou 
have hnd the price of it is raised beyond the pur- / 
chasing power of the people, it becomes bad; e v w  I 
businesman knows that. I 

Mr. LEWTS: T was not m'pl$ars to a n y t h k q ,  
which the honourable mpmber haq said a t  all: I was / 
replying to the inference drawn from what the hon- ' 
ourable mrmber said. I was not referrinn to whdt 1 
pou scaid. i 

l 
S r .  FRANCSRWR : The hono~~tc lb l~  m ~ m h ~ r  ! 

shmxld ailrlrp1;.9 tho Chair and ta l l r  acrocls t he ,  
Table. F,- has b e n  a mernb~r of %hiq House long,  
enouwh tn  knnw'hettm than that l 

Mr. 'c~A'RW'ER T still maintdn *hat thn moment 
certain Bitems go beyond a cedajn price they %re 

taken out of the purchasing power of the masses. 
What is true of luxuries is also true of necessities, 
and you cannot get away from the fact tha t  potatoes 
being sold at 12 cents a pound are absolutely beyond 
the means of the masses. 3lr. Chairman, you cah 
bear me out on that point. I t  is a fact tha-t potatoes 
even at 94 cents a pound with people faced with a 
scarcity of w o ~ k  and money, it is hard far  the peo- 
ple to buy them. If you put  riae at  9 cents tt pint 
i t  will be just as hard for the people to 'bny it ds in 
the case of the potatocs a t  12 cents a potulcl. Aft1.r 
all, it is a question of economics; you must r n e ~ s u ~  
the ability of the people to buy and I make do 
apology for anything which I hav. said today. I 
h a w  a special mission in this House; I represent 
people who look like me and I repeat that I ham 
no apology to make to anybody for what I have said. 
(Mr. ADAMS: YOU should r o t  let peopl- se. ~vlie~z 
:-ou are hurt.) 

Mr. MAPP: There has been a lot of talk about 
the cost of living and so forth, but  I do not think 
that there is anybody here who knows the burdens 
of these thin@ more than I know th~em. I can hardly 
buy a good suit. As regards what' the honourable 
h k r  %&er for St. Philip h a  S&, I thiplk that 
the potatoes must have come down rotten. 

Mr ADAMS: I n  reply to the honourable. junior 
member for the City as to how the rice will be 
brought here, we have semimd a message that they 
are arranging for this shipment of rlcq. We ape 
not sending our schoonem for  the rice, they are 
scnding it. 

The question that the fur the^ consideration of this 
Resolution be now postponed was put and resolved 
in the affirmative on the following division:- 

Ayes: Da. WIT-&ON. Messrs. SYMMONDS, 
B R A N ~ ~ E R ,  CRAWFORD, GARNER, X ~ F L E P ,  H?LYNI':S, 
DOWDING, GALE, S. A. WBLCOTT, W'ILKINSO-T and 
WARD-12. 

Nms: MESS@. 'COX, FOSTER, MAFT, Lmas, 
TALMA, ADAMS, BLACKMAN, DR. CUMMINS and MR. 
SPICAKER-9. 

On the motion of MT. &DAM'S -~econdiPd by Mr. 
TALMA, the CHAIRMAN r-~bed & passing of one 
Resolution in Committee, the postponement of onp, 
f i a t  four were not considered and that  Committee 
had asked for leav? to sit again. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Resumed the Chair ancl reL 

ported accordingly. 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded 'by Mr. 

TALMA, the Resolution passed in Committe:: was 
read a first and second tim- and agreed to. 

RATES O F  INCOME TAX BI'ICJL 

Mr. SPEAEEB:  The nest Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the honourable senior member 
for St. Jos~ph:-Seconding reading of a Rill to 
settle the rates of Income Tax foir the year 1948 anh 
to make provision for certain other mattcrs in con- 
nection with the 1.pvying of the ciaid tax. 

Mr. ADAMS : The rates of )income tax as set 
out in this Bill are the: normal rates except, as hon- 
ourable members will see from th? Schedule, there 
has been a little change. We have taken off 3d. in  the 
lower category and added it on higher up. T h e ~ e  
has been a balance i n  that may, the net result be- 
ing the same. 1 beg to move that this Bill be now 
read a second time. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to ~econd that. 
Mr. WILKINSON: This Bill levies a tax on in- 

diedual  jncompa. I notice from the Schedu'e that tho 
rates on incomes up  to $600 have b'een reduced by 3d.  



I 
and above S600 there is an addition. There is therefore I to the warning, that their commitments for the future 
a sort of ewlkoh owr re;l*vl=g p@ople ra the fomr 

a& k ~ ~ n g  s n  the P l % b ~  brackets. 
Then is ai general h p r e n  in Barbados &at the 
people in the higher m m& payiq as mu& 
as mmme taxpayers in t h e  &,her aan&, bvt 3 ~ ~ 4 d  
Ilke to point out that that & th m e  even .the 
present raks. ~t is difialit to rr,9ke %ir cm- 
parlson because the BUowmees v a ~ y  e m m m l y . ,  
In Triaidad jf a with '-lns Of 
-a boy or girl bekg d~csl ted m * the r 
hrodge Or he @an get an 
allowance up to 332.50. We in Barbados have no 
allowances on that scale. There is only one fair , 
comparison which % can make and that is to take a ! 
married man with no ch~ild~en; he is married and 
t h e m f ~ e  he gets a married fdlowance. In  J3arbados 1 
there is no tax paid by a mmied man on an inaome 

are very heavy and they know that the Other Place 
will throw out any measure which deals with taxing 
cmnpanies. I suggest that we heavily tax incomes 
fro111 over £3,000. The rich people in this colony have 
never been callled upon to pay an excess profits tax, 
they have never had their unearned incomes taxed, a 
surtax has never been 'levied on the big incomes and 
if the Government's commitments are expected to be 
very mueh higher than in the past, I think that the 
time has come when the rates in the higher bracketa 
should be progressiW. bother point is this: I 
would like the Government to do something about tfYe 
IwOme rpaX 

M,. S P E ~ K E E  : we are not now discussing any- 
thing about the Income T~ ofice. 

Mr. MAPP : That has a 9r hrine 011 the matter 
but I shall bow to Your l ionm's  ruling. I think that 
the Government could very well afford to send an 

of £250 and the same thing oMains in Britbh l Oflcer from the Income Tax Department- 
Quiana, and Trinidad. On an incme of S500 the ! 
tax in Barbados is S15 12s. 661; British Guiana, g25 ' 

Mr. SPEAKER : The 'honourable member has ac- 
cepted my rul i r~:  bit 'he is still gokg on to discuss 

and Trinidad S.15. You will find that the- tax in 1 something about the Income Tax Department. 
Barbados on an income of GO0 for a married man : 

its 12/6 more thm in British Ciliana or Trl~ziGa-.. 
On an income of ?E750 a married man pays S 4 3  15s. 
in Barbados. in British Guima, $25 and in Trinidad 
E23 16s. 8d. Similarly on an ncome of 51,000 he pays 

%m W P :  I wahl onlg suggesting that the Gov- 
ernment &ould c~n&rr sending out an Offieor Srom 
that Department .to learn ~e modern methods of 
collecting taxation. The ,paweat method creatcs a 
b a s h  on every kaxlpayer. 

in Barbados 596 17s. 'BB. En British Guiana, 53'5 and , Mr. SPEAKBR: This Bill only deals with fixing 
in Trinidad 584 3s. 4d. Again the tax Sn Barbados is ' khe rakes of imeome tax for this year. 
wry much higher. On an  income of bl,250 'the tax in I Mr. W P :  In  S@ far as these rates are con- 
Barbados is #5160, in British Quiana, E135 and ,in cerned, we know W every year the t-l amumt & 
'Trinidad, 5339 10% t have t L  of the In- 
come Tax Commi.~sio*r bo say t'hat these Egures an: 
correct. You will see the~efore, that far from the in- 
dividual tin Barbados 'being taxed less than in- 
dividuals in other islandl~, he is being taxen mor: 
and we are proposing to increase t'hat taxation here 
today. I am not objeeting to t hes~  rates today but 
I am warning the Government that tb,ere is a limit 
to everything, and we woula not be wwe to kill the,  
goose that lays the golden %g. some people : 

*about rich men and judglng from tbe way in which ' 
they talk you would think that there are numbem 
and numbers of people in Barbados with incoinea of 
321,000. (Mr. ADAMS : Return'ed incomes). If you 
take the Government's figures you win find %ha% 
the number of income taxpayers dwindles as you . 

income tax d l & d  a ~ ~ a y s  exoeeds the total amoun& 
m t i m a d  by ~ n m ~ ~ ~ e  Tax commjssioner, although 
this yew it expected that khere wlll be a huge &op 
@'Wing tlne+dronghk year- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know what the hon- 

~ ~ ~ k ~ ~ ~ o  !;'fag ~h~~~ f ~~~d~~~ 
just 
%* : I am going bsdr C point; 

I jmt ,ying that while it is true that to 
drought h s t  year there might be a drop in the 

 to^ psrouet of in- tar I am hopjM 
.that h fntnre the hVermen,t will .see its way to re- 
h e  m n  m m  peopds in the middle and lower 
bmekeks. We make no difference between earned a d  
lnnearned income ,and there are vast sources of wn- 
w n a d  incmes in  th i s  eountry, incomes which are not 

from the E1.000 bracket tigwar-h. 'rhere arc 1.344 taxed. Naw that we have a Financial Secretary I 
in the category of g100 260 between £401 and think that it is $quite time $or the Government to re- 
s600: 198 b~twe.3~ fi;l,D;Ol and $2.000. 31 between I vise all these figures and see to what extent we 
$2,001 and 8 2  500 and those? over 55.000 are on'v 11. 
Honourable rnenjber3 fincl that the wealth of 
thP iSlmd is evenlT7 distributed now than 
in th,,, oast. hink pe,op~p know that 
th-re are not hundreds of wealthy people in this 
j,sland and we have to face +h. fact that our taxatwn 
haq got to camp from nnoa'~ with tnoderat~ incomes 
in the Ature. I am sunnortinr thii Bill, I 
to warn the momber.: o f  the Rxeciltiv- Committee 
that they cannot qo on increasino the ratas. 

Nr. MAPP : I t  is interesting to listen to the hen- 
ourable mxnber's argument but the 'gures given 
simply relate to incomes as returned to the Income 
Tax commissioner. while we 60 not want to have a 
poor opinion of human nature, Yet I can this 
House that in Amer'ca one year, before a Committee 
set up to investigate certain matters elating to income 
t x  there was a millionaire banker who r e t m e 8  
figures to prove thzt he made no income at all that Pm. 
Therefore figures can prove ev&&g ma they can 
prove anything. While I congratulate the Govern- 
merit on reducing the rates in the lower bmckm, I do 
not think that the rates in resped of 'inuomds between 
E2,000 and over £5,000 are progressive enough. I warn 
the Government, and I hope that they will take heed 

relieve people in the middle and lower income groups. 
In spite of the fact that the total amount of income 
tax collected this year is likeb to be less than in  the 
past. I think that the Government have done a good 
job in relieving the people in the middle and lower 
income 

Mr. LEWIS : The rates of income tax have always 
been the subject of much debate in this House and at 
last the Government has seen fit to offer a little reduc- 
tion in the beginning of the Schedule af this Bill. I n  
recent years the personal allowance has been restored 
to its pre-war amount and I understand that there is 
a Bill on the Order Paper to increase the allowance for 
children and dependants. Well, Sir, that is a .fine ges- 
ture by the present Government, but they have not 
been able to distinguish between earned and unearned 
income. We have had an Income Tax expert and he 
did not mention anything about the matter although 
.he told us me or two good things. From the time I 
have been a member of this Rouse I have been trging 
to imp~ess on honourable members that the rates of 
income tax were too high in the lower brackets, but 

my appeab fell on deaf ears. As far as the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. J m e s  is concerned, he 
was a member of the Government when the rates were 
increased. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member-- that we are willing to increase our ratds 
Mr. LEWIS: I am going to keep strictly within 

the ambit of the Bill and the arguments I use will be 
subject to Your Honour's ruhng. The honourable 
junior member for St. J a m s  was either anticipating 
the other Bill or he was looking forward to the Elec- 
tions; because when the Government was asked to 
lower the rates, the honourable member was a member 
of the Cbernlnent a t  the time and he turned a deaf 
ear to the argument that these rates in  the lower braz- 
kets were too high. When the comparison with the 
0 t h  islands was made, the honourable member, a 
prominent member of the Government then, took no 
notice of i t ;  and now we hear that these personal 
rates, ascompared with British Guiana and Trinidad 
are  wrong. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I did not say that they are 
wrong ; I was only making a comparison. 

Mr. LEWIS: The honourable member meant 
that they are wrong and I thought he would have been 
making a motion i n  Committee to that effect. He  
should make a motion in Committee. 

Mr. WlLKINSON: What I said is that i t  is very 
hard to make a fair comparison between the rates in 
Barbados and those i n  the other islands because the 
allowances vary e n o ~ o u s %  and the only fair Corn- 
parison which 1 could make was in the case of a mar- 
ried man with no children. 

Mr. LEWIS: During the War the Government, 
of which the honourable member was a member, cut 
down the allowance for  a single man a t  a time when 
the cost of living was soaring. Let the honourable 
member deny that. And he was appealed to by hon- 
ourable members. He is in  a false position today. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has nothing to do with the 
Bill which we are discussing a t  the present moment; 
the whole point now is the fixing of the rates of in- 
come tax for this year. 

Mr. LEWIS : I am glad that the Government has 
seen fit not only to restore the allowance but to have 
a proposition before the House to increase it. They 
have given a measure of relief a t  the present rates; 
they have taken off 3d i n  the beginning of the Sche- 
dule of this Bill and I hope that they will regard 
themselves as trustees to the people and use the money 
which they collect for the benefit of the people. It is 
difficult to pay income tax and I say that I have not 
been able to pay my last year's tax' yet. If the Gov- 
ernment cannot do anything more on this occasion 
a n d  they collect a lot of income tax, I hope that they 
will devise ways and means not only to build houses 
for  the working classes but also to assist the middle 
classes. 

Mr. ADAMS : I must condess that I got the 
sitme impression as the honourable member who has 
just sat down that the honourable junior member 
for St. James was making a comparison #between our 
ra.ks of income tax and those in  Brib~sh Guiana and 
Trinidad in order to show that our rates are too high. 
As a matter of fact, the honourable member spoke 
abo~lt killing the goose that lays the golden egg. 
Thf. honourable member has quoted figwres but there 
is a danger in  quoting figures. I have to remind 
honourable members again that we we not yet a 
repub,lic. We are going to ,be told that this Labour 
Bovcrnment :S doing nothing to help indust~ies, but 
that  is not so. We have been told this by Secretary of 
s ta te  after Secretary of State: "You are mking 
~ ~ i ~ i ~ h  taxpayers to help wit. develoPmnt schemes, 
to give an increased pmserenee for sugar and look I 
At income tax rates ! " Colonel Shnley, Mr. 
Hall Mr. Creech Jones-they have all pointed out 

of income tax before we call on the Bmtish t apay i l s .  
; 1 assure the honourable junior member for St. Jarnes 
i -1 have never made say secret of thi-that 

long we being oomtantly reminded thai olu. 
raljta of income tax are low, long as we are asklug 
the British tarpayers to give money and as long 
B, I have anfling to do with the matter, I 
voting for an inereme ,in the higher braokets. 
G~~~~~~~~ is conscious of the un;qualities and 
loopholes both as regards the levying of incorn ta9 
and I do not incur Your Honour,c displeasure by 
mentioning death duties. The levying of death duties 
isrotben in this Place. El-ther by way of the introduc- 
tion of an income tax or death duties amendment Bill 
'we will have to get at the money which is not now be- 
ing paid into the Twasury; and th:s Labour Govern- 
ment will do all i t  can get the Bill passed. It io 
not a question of our not being conscious of the 
fact that ws havs to help the peopl,? who are at  the 
bottom; there are some of us who feel iha t  every- 
bodv should pay incolan tax, but I do not go as far 
a, <hat. while it is emy to say Tvhat a worker on 

wharf is getting now as iompared with what 
he was getting before the war, or what a domestic 
servant is b,c,ing paid now as with what she 
Was paid before the War, yet they have to live. I 
apO1Ogi@ to members for  speaking at 
such length, but I think it is only right that they 
should know the attitude of the Government. We 
do not want to kill the goose which lays the golden 
egF; f a r  from that, we know that the goose can lay 
not only golden eggs bu t  diamonds. 

The question that  this Bill be now read a 
second time wm put  and resolved in the affirmative 
wlthout division. 

Th, second .reading was 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS s~conded by Mr. 

B L A ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  Mr. spmKm left the Chair, and the 
nhUlp wpn+, into committee on the ~ ; l l ,  sMIm 
bRine in the 

The three Clauses of the Bill were read and 
pasea. 

The Schedule was wad and ameed to. 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 

RLACKMAN. the CHAIRMAN reported t h ~  ~ a s r i n ~  of 
the Rill tin Ommittee- 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
accordinglv. 

On motionc: of Mr. ADAMB. s e c ~ n d ~ ~ d  by Mr. 
TAT,MA in rach case, the Bill was read a third time 
and passed. 

ORDER NOT PROCEEDED WITH. 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to take charge of 
Order No. 3 standing in  the name of the honourable 
seaior member for Christ Chmch. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I object. I think that we 
should adjourn at this stage- 

Mr.  SPEAKER: If you want to make s 
motion for the adjournment you are .at perfect lib- 
erty to 

Mr. MOTTLEIY: I k g  to move that  this 
Home do now to this week at 
o'clock noon. I shouRlike b say that I do not think 
it is right for the honourable member to g o  on with 
Order NO. 3 now- That Order deals *th an amend- 
ment td  the law *lath to Income Tax and it 

to that wh,snever anybody about income tax 
t h g ~  llnve cot t o  mumble some excuse. Let us show 
that we are prepared to tax oumelves 
a' a  ason on able figure; let us  show 

is rather controversial. I think that h~nourable 
members are an adjournment at this 
time the evening. 

Mr. D0WDIhT.G : I beg to second that. 



Mr. ADAMS: I told honourable members on 
the occasion that I proposed to ask them to meet 
on Thursday and deal merely wlith non-controve~al 
lmttew. 

Mr. W P , :  I beg to move that the WO* "this 
day week at twelve o'clock noon" be deleted in order 
to insert the words "Thursday, the 19th instant at 

4. 
12.30 p.m." 

L 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. SPEAKER: A motion has k e n  made 

that this House do now adjourn to this day week at 
twelve o'clock noon. A.n amendment has been moved 
that the words "this day week at twelve o'clock noon" 
be deleted in oraer to intsert the words "Thursday, 
the 19th instant. at 12.30 p.m." The qustion is 
that the words proposed to be deleted stand part of 

f the motion. Honourable members in favour of that 

will please say "Aye", thoae against sill please sag: 
"No." I thinkthe "Noes;" havelt. 

The following division was taloen :- 
Ayes : Dr. W ~ N ,  Messrs. HAYNES, SYMYLOND~, 

CRAWFORD, B- BRANCKER, MW-, ~ W D L N ~ ,  
G u y  S. A. WALCOTT~ W ~ S O N  and W-la 

Noes : Mewrs. SMITH, HUSBANDS, F. L. W m ,  
Cox, FOSTER, MAPP, ~EWIS, TALIEA, ADAMS, BLACK- 
MAN and Dr. CUMMINS-11. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been deeid- 
ed in the a%rmative, twelve honourable members 
voting "Aye", and eleven honourable members 
voting "No." The question now is that this Home 
do now adjourn to thk day week at twelve o'clag 
noon. Honourable members in favour of that will 
phase say "Aye", those against will please say "NO" 
I think the "Ayes" have it. This House now standr 
adjourned . 




