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THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL EEPOBT) . 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 24th Azcgust, 1948. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Amem- 

bly met at  12 o'clock noon, to-day. 

Present: 

His Honour Mr. G. B. E ~ Y N  (Speaker), His 
Honour Mr. J. E. T. BEANC~EB (Deputy Bpeaker), 
Mr. L. E. SMITH (Chairman of Committees), Dr. H. 
G. CUMMINEI, Messrs. M. E. Cox, D. A. FOSTER, R. G. 
MAPP, A. E. S. LEWIS, G. H. ADAMS, B.A., H. D. 
BLACKMAN, J. A. HAYNES, B.A., V. C. GALE, and J. H. 
WILKINSON, O.B.E. 

Prayers are read. 
Mr. S. A. WALCOTT enters the House and takes 

his seat. 
ILLNESS OF THE DEPUTY CLERK 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received a letter from the 
Deputy Clerk stating that he is unwell and is unable 
to attend to-day's meeting of the House. He asks for 
leave of absence from to-day's sitting and that Mr. 
R. G. F. Mandeville be appointed to perform the du- 
ties of Deputy Clerk to-day. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. 
C U M ~ S ,  the Deputy Clerk is granted leave of ab- 
sence from to-day's meeting. 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING DEPUTY CLERK. I 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. 

CUMMINS, Mr. R. G. F. Mandeville is appointed to act 
S Deputy Clerk at to-day's meeting. 1 Mr. HTJSFJANDS enters the House and takes his 

seat. - - -  .. 

\ MESSAGES FROM THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCI'L. I 

, Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received three Messages from 
the Honourable the Legislative Council returning (1) 
the Bill to authorize the Vestry of the parish of St. 
James to raise a loan to enable the said Vestry to 
erect and equip a Dispensary for the use of the resi- 
dents of the said parish; (2) the Bill to authorize the 
Vestry of the parish of Christ Church to raise a loan 

to enable the said Vestry to make certain erections, 
repairs, reconstructions and renewals to certain paro- 
chial buildings and chapels in the said pariah; (3) the 
Bill to amend the Merchant Shipping Act, 1898 
( 1898-2 ). ' 

~ r .  'WILSON and Mr. Tfiada enter the H o w  and 
take their seats. 

PAPERS LAID 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour 1 to lay on the table of the H o w ,  the f allowing Papem : 
Message No. 16/1948 from His Excellency the 

Governor inviting the Honourable the House d 
Assembly to nominate a delegate to attend the third 
session of the West Indian Conference which is dlle 
to open at Guadelonpe on the 1st December. 

Message No. 17/1948 from His Excellency the 
Governor with wference to the Address of the 20th 
of July from the Honourable the House of Assembly 
regarding the shartage of grain. 

Message No. 18/1948 from IIis Excellency the 
Governor informing the Honourable the House of 
Assembly of the date of the prorogation and dissolu- 
tion of the Legislature and the issue of Wrib for a 
General Election. 

Masage No. 19/1948 from His Exc:llsncy the 
Governor inviting the Honourable the House of 
Assembly to nominate a candidat,. for inclusion in a 
panel from which the unofficial B.W.I. representative 
at the next W.I. Conference will select, the two 
British unofficial members of the Caribbean Com- 
mission. 

Message No. 20/1948 from His Excellency the 
Governor with reference to the Address from the 
Honourable the House of Assembly dated the 10th 
August seeking to advance the picking season for 
sea-eggs. 

Mr. LEWLS: Mr. Speaker,-May I suggest that 
the Clerk be allowed to read the Messages which the 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph have just 
laid on the table of the House ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the honourable member 
want the Messages read to-day 8 

Mr. LEWIS : I think they should be read. As fay 
as I know, it has been the custom to read Messages 
from the Governor at the time they are being laid on 
the table of the House. 

Mr. MOTTLEY enters the House and takes his seat. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE GOVER,NOR. 

The Messages from the Governor which are laid 
on the table of the House to-day are read as follows :- 

MESSAGE No. 16/1948 
( i> 

His Excellency The Governor 
To  

The Honourable the House of Assembly 

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to in- 
form the Honourable the House of Assembly that the 
third session of the West Indian Conference is due 
to open at  Guadeloupe on the 1st of December. A 
copy of the provisional agenda is attached hereto. 

2. The Secretary of State has decided that each 
colony shall be represented by an official delegate 
appointed by the Governor and an  unofficial delegate 
to be nominated, in the case of Barbados by the House 
of Assembly. The delegation will also include such 
advisers as His Excellency may consider desirable. 

3. His Excellency accordingly invites the Hon- 
ourable House to nominate a delegate to attend the 
Conference. 

The Agenda follows :- 
l. Standing Orders on Conference Procedure. 
2. Report by the Secretary General on : 

(a)  The work of the Commission since the previ- 
ous Session of the West Indian Conference, 
and on the action taken by the Metropolitan 
and territorial Governments on the recom- 
mendations of the previous Session. 

(b) Research activities. 
(c) Survey of Population Movement within the 

Caribbean Area. 
3. Industrial Development and Economic Produc- 

tivity. 
(a) Trade Statistics and Information. 
(b)  Report on Industrial Development Survey. 
(c) Report on Transportation and Communica- 

tions. 
(d)  Migration of Labour, Labour Conilitions, 

Organisation and Legislation. 
(e) Vocational and Industrial Training. 
( f )  Health in  Industry. 
(g) Regional Approach to Research. 

4. The Regional Development of Tourism. 
5. Progress report on the work of the United Na- 

tions in  the drafting of a Bill of Human Rights and 
Obligations on those items of the Declaration falling 
within the terms of reference of the Commission. 

6. Recommendations for the Agenda for the West 
Indian Coliference (Fourth Session). 

7. Other Business. 

(ii) 

MESSAQE No. 17/1948. 

His Excellency The Governor 
To 

The Honourable The House of Assembly 

(iii) 
MESSAGE NO. 18/1948. 

His Excellency The Governor 
To  

The Honourable The House of Assembly 

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to 
inform the Honourable the House of Assembly that 
since the present session of the Legislature ends by 
the effluxion of time on the 25th of November he pro- 
poses to prorogue the Legislature on Tuesday the 23rd 
of November a t  2.30 p.m. in the afternoon. 

On the same day he proposes to dissolve the Legis- 
lature by proclamation and to issue writs to the 
Sheriff of each parish for a general election. 

As required by the provisions of the Representa- 
tion of the People Act, 1901, nominations shall be 
made between 8 a.m. and 9 a.m. on the Monday next 
immediately following the second Sunday after the 
date of the writs, that is to say, on Monday the 6th 
of December. If a Poll is required i t  shall be taken 
by the Sheriff on the Monday next following nomina- 
tion day, that is to say, the 13th day of December, 
beginning between 7 a.izi. and 8 a.m. and continuing ' 
until 6 p.m. 

(;v> 

MESSAGE No. 19/1948. 

His Excellency The Governor 
To 

The Honourable The House of Assembly. 

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to 
inform the Honourable the House of Assembly that 
the Secretary of State has decided that the following 
procedure shall be adopted in the selection of the 
two unofficial members of the Caribbean Commission. 

Candidates for election by the unofficial British 
delegates to the West Indian Conference to the two 
unofficial seats on the British Section of the Caribbean 
Commission will be nominated by the Legislatures of 
the British Colonies concerned before each session 
of the Conference. 

I n  colonies where the Legislature consists of two 
chambers the candidate will be nominated by the 
elected body. While no doubt candidates selected by 
this procedure will usually be themselves members of 
the Colonial Legislatures the electing body will be 
free, should i t  wish to nominate other persons. 

From the panel of candidates so formed, two will 
be elected by a majority vote of the unofficial British 
delegates to the Conference a t  a special meeting con- 
vened for the purpose. I n  the event of no candidates, 
or only one candidate, receiving a clear majority 
vote, the Secretary of State proposes that the vacancy 
or vacancies should be filled by candidates selected 
from the panel by himself. 

I n  accordance with the Secretary of State's in- 
structions His Excellency invites the Honourable the 
House of Assembly to nominate the Barbados candi- 
date for inclusion on the panel from which selections ; 
will be made. 

It- 

l (v> i 
His Excellency the Governor has the honour to 

refer to the Address of the 30th of July from the Hon- 
ourable the House of Assembly regarding the shortage 
of grain and to inform the Honourable House that 

20/1948. 

His Excellency The Governor 

the Government has decided to provide for the inclu- , T o  
sion of corn in the list of commodities for which prices i The Honourable The House of Assembly 
ane guaranteed, and to marntain the minimum acreage His Excellency the G~~~~~~~ has the honour M be planted in which already been fired. 1 refer to the Address from the Honourable the House The Government has also instructed the Home Grown / of Assembly dated the loth of august, to Food Committee to give further consideration to an  I advance the season for sea-eggs. order for the planting of peas. 



Mr. BRANCKER : To enquire of the senior 
member of the Executive Committee present in  the 
House a t  its next meeting :- 

l. Whether it is a fact that certain public em- 
ployees due to receive salaries Saturday, 14th August, 
1948, did not receive same until after Sunday,. 15th 
August, 1948 ? 

2. If the answer is "Yes", will Government 
explain why, and also who was responsible for delay 
in regard to such payments ? 

BILL READ A FIRST TIME 
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2. The Governor-in-Executive Committee is 
advised that early picking of sea-eggs results not only 
in  an  immediately decreased harvest but also aiTects 
adversely the yield for the following year and perhaps 
longer. The advancement of the picking season is 
not, in  the opinion of such experts as it has been pos- 
sible to consult, in  the interests either of fishermen or 
of the consuming public, and, in  the circumstances, 
no action will be taken i n  the matter. 

Messrs. F. L. WALCOTT and CRAWFORD enter the 
the House and take their seats. 

NOTICES. 

Government Notices are given as follows :- 
Mr. ADAMS : ~esolu t ion  for &1,000 to supple- 

ment the provision in  the Estimates of Expenditure 
for the year 1948-49 under Head XXIX, Miscellan- 
eous services, Item 2, Cost of Exchange. 

Dr. CUMMINS : Resolution to place the sum of 
$208 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to provide to the 31st March, 1949, for  
expenditure on uniforms and equipment a t  a cost of 
$132; uniform allowance for officers, at a cost of 
£30; and a typewriter a t  a cost of £46; for the Bar- 
bados Volunteer Force. 

Messrs. GUNE and W ~ D  enter the House and 
take their seats. 

Mr. ADAMS : to AccoU@ts. 
Mr. ADAMS : Of my to move the 

IIouse into Committee of Supply at its next meeting 
to consider the money Resolutions of which notice has 
just been given. 

1MR. HAYNES gives notice of his intention to 
move for the appointment of a Select Committee to 
draft a reply to Hlis Excellency 'S Message No. 1 ?,/l948 
relating to measures for the relief of unemployment. 

QUESTIONS 

the word "additions7' appeared in  Clauses 4 and 5 
respectively of this Bill. The Other Place deleted 
the latter word and substituted therefor the former 
word in  each of these two clauses. I beg to move that 
the amendments be now read a first time. 
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Mr. T a L M a  : I beg to second that. 
The question that the amendments of the Other 

Place to the St. James Parish Loan Bill be considered 
forthwith is put  and resolved i n  the affirmative with- 
out division. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-The amendments 
of the Other Place occur i n  Clauses 4 and 5 respec- 
tively of the Bill i n  which the word "additions" waa 
used instead of the word ' ' addresses ". 

I beg to move that the amendments deleting the 
word "additions " and substituting the word "ad- 
dresses" therefor i n  Clauses 4 and 5 of the Bill be 
now read a first time. 

Mr. TaLMA : I beg to second that. 
The question that these amendments be now read 

a first time is put  and resolved i n  the &mative with- 
out division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
TALMA in  each case, the amendments are read a second 
time and are agreed to. 

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS TO CHRIST 
CHURCH PARISH LOAN BILL 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move, in 
accordance with Rule 262, that the amendments of the 
Honourable the Legislative Council to  the Bill t o  
authorise the Vestry of Christ Church to raise a loan 
to enable the said Vestry to make certain erections, 
repairs, reconstructions, and renewals to certain paro- 
chial biuildings and chapels in the said garish be con- 
sidered forthwith. 

Mr. T B L U :  I beg to second that. 
The question that these amendments of the Other 

Place be considered forthwith is put and resolved in 
the affirmative wit.out division. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-These amendments 
are similar to those which are made to the St. James 

I Parish Loan Bill. Instead of the word "addresses". 

Mr. TALMA : I beg to second that. 
The question that these amendments be now read 

a first time is put and resolved in  the affirmative 
without division. 

On the motions of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
TALMA in each case, the amendments are read a second 

i time and are agreed to. 

MEMBERS O F  DEBATES COMMITTEE ASKED 
TO ATTEND MEETING 

On the motion of Mr. ~ A M S ,  seconded by Dr. 
CUMMINS, a Bill relating to Public Accounts is read 
a first time. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Before proceeding to the busi- 
ness of the House I want to ask members of the House 
who are members of the Debates Committee to attend 
a meeting which I intend to convene for  Monday next 
a t  3 o'clock p.m. I summoned a meeting a week ago 
but I alone attended. As I shall be leaving the island 
on or about the 7th September I should like to hold a 
meeting of the Committee before I leave. 

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENT TO T H E  MERCHANT 
SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) BILL 

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS TO ST. JAMES 
PARISH LOAN BILL 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move, in  
accordance with Rule 262, that the amendments of 
the Honourable the Legislative Council to the Bill 
to authorize the Vestry of the parish of St. James to 
raise a loan to enable the said Vestry to erect and 
equip a Dispensary for  the use of the residents of the 
said parish be considered forthwith. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move, in 
accordance with Rule 262, that the amendment of the 
Honourable the Legislative Council to the Bill t o  
amend the Merchant Shipping Act, 1898 (1898-2) be 
considered forthwith. 

Mr. TALMA : I beg to second that. 
The question that this amendment of the Other 

Place be considered forthwith is put  and resolved i n  
the affirmative without division. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-These words : "Be 
i t  enacted by the Governor, Council and Assembly of 
this Island" were left out in  the Bill that went to the 
Other Place and they have been inserted by the Other 
Place. I beg to move that this amendment be now 
read a first time. 

Mr. TALMA : I beg to second that. 
The question that this amendment be now read 

a first time is put  and resolved i n  the affirmative with- 
out division. 

On the motions of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
TALMA in  each case, the amendment is read a second 
time and is agreed to. 
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APPOINTMENT O F  SELECT COMMITTEE on companies and associations other than those men- 
tioned in section 7 of the Income Tax Act, 1921, 

Nr. HAYNES : Mr. Speaker,-Before you pro- (namely, those companies whose income is derived 
ceed to call the Orders of the day I beg to move from shipping carried on in  foreign parts) and life 
that  a Select Committee be appointed to draft a Reply insurance companies and Clause 3 seeks to increase 
t o  His Excellency's Message No. 13 of 1948. the allowance for dependents from £40 to £50. I shall 

Mr. CRAVCTFORD : I beg to second that. ask for permission to amend the 9/- to 8/- for reasons 
Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Speaker,-The senior mem- which I shall give. The feeling of the Government 

ber for St. Andrew must have some good reason for in  arriving at  this decision to increase the rate of 
making that motion but, Sir, he cannot come here income tax from 6/8 to g/- in  the pound is based 
and spring upon the members of the House a motion on the fact that owing to the short crop this year and 
for  the appointment of a Select Committee to draft to what is already making itself extremely manifest, 
a Reply to His Excellency's Message No. 13 of 1948 namely, a drop in  customs receipts, we shall collect 
without telling the House what the Message is about. a considerably less amount of revenue next year from 
Possibly the only member who knows what the Mes- Income Tax than we normally collect. I n  two 
sage suggests is the honourable member himself. At  months alone this year Customs revenue has gone 
least he should state what the Message is about and down as much as 572,000 and honourable members 
let honourable members see whether i t  is necessary can easily imag.ne what the rncome tax 
o r  not to support his motion. from a crop which turned out to be two-thirds 

Mr. HAYNES : Mr. Speaker,-For the benefit of of what was expected is likely to be. I have to ask 
the honourable member I will say that Message No. 13 that the amount-Q/--be changed to 8/-. The Gov- 
of 1948 relates to an  Address which was passed by ernment was actuated in  fixing the figure a t  9/- by 
this House on the subject of Measures for  the relief information which i t  had a t  that time to the effect 
of unemployment,-such Measures as Reclamation of that that was the figure in  Trinidad and British Gui- 
the Constitution Swamp, Construction of the proposed ana. Since then, the Government has been more 
East Coast Road and the Cycle Track from Thickets, reliably informed-and the figure has been checked 
Land Tax Relief, Development of the Airport at by the Income Tax Commissioner-that the rate 
Seawell and the construction of a new runway suitable on compainies in those colonies is 40 per cent. 
for  use by larger aircraft, Repair to Wharf Walls, It is, therefore, 8/- in the pound and inas- 
Construction of proposed Schools, and Laying of puch as the Government, in  fixing the figure was 
water mains and Erection of standpipes. If  the hon- moved, as I said, by the consideration of fixing i t  in 
ourable member refers to his papers he would see the the same amount as that which obtains in  Trinidad 
details of the Address and His Excellency's Message. and British Guiana I shall ask leave, in  Committee, 

The question that a Select Committee be appoinb to m ~ e n d  the figure from 91- to S/-. I know what 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I ask leave to move 
the suspension of Rule 60 in order to take Order No. 2 
as the first Order. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
is granted leave to proceed. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 60 be 
now suspended. 

Mr. TALMA : I beg to second that. 
The question that Rule 60 be now suspended is 

put  and resolved in  the affirmative without division. 

ed  to draft a Reply to His Excellency's Message No. 
1 3  of 1948 is put and resolved in the affirmative with- 
out  division. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Subject to the approval of the 
House 1 appoint the members of that Select Commit- 
tee as follows :-The senior member for St. Andrew 
(Mr. Haynes), the junior member for St. Andrew 
(Mr. Foster), the junior member for St. Lucy (Mr. 

the senior member for the City (Mr. 
Mottley), the junior member for st. G~~~~~ (M~. 
Symmonds), the senior member for St. Philip (Mr. 
Crawford), the junior member for st. philip (Mr. 
Garner). 

INCOME TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL 

the Opposition will say, partly from tradition and 
temperament and partly because one expects them to 
say it. Nobody normally likes to pay taxes. I say 
6 'n~rmally" because there are some extraordinary in- 
stances in some other parts the 
strange to say, the United States of America, in  which 
people have been known to have asked to be ratad 
Pore because there were pressing prob- 
!ems in the respective countries to be dealt with but I 
cannot say that i t  is a Barbadian trait to have more 
taxes put On The arguments that can be 
used on this occasion have been used over and over 
again-I emphasise the word "arguments" a5 discinct 
from the declarations of some Bodies-and this Gov- 

Mr. SPEAKER : The first Order stands in  the 
name of the honourable senior member for Christ 
Church,-Second reading of a Bill to amend the 
law relating to Income Tax. 

Mr. ADdMS : Mr. Speaker,-I gave .notice of 
the Bill but i t  is wrongly printed in  the name of the 
senior member for Christ Church. I, ther~fore, ask 
leave to take charge of it. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber is granated leave to proceed. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-This Bill is to 
amend the law relating to Income Tax. As honour- 
able members will see, Clause 2 of the Bill seeks to 
increase the rate of tax from 6/8 to 9/- in  the pound 

ernment is perfectly prepared to repeat them. I t  is 
regrettable that the Government has not, in  the past 
and up to the present moment, been able to establish 
the practice of introducing the rates of income tax 
a t  the same time as it introduces its Budget. Every- 
body will agree that i t  is reasonable that persons who 
are distributing profits, especially companies, should 
know a t  an early date what to look forward to by 
way of taxation on their profits, and. Mr. Snen!rei*, 
the assurance was given two years ago, at the time 
when the Budget was introduced, that that would be 
the last occasion on which the Budget would be pre- 
sented in that manner because we expected the Fin- 
ancial Secretary to arrive from England but the 
Financial Secretary did not arrive until the end of 
May this year. As honourable members will remem- 
ber I had to say in March this year that the Govern- 
ment was again sorry that i t  had to introduce the 
Budget without being prepared to introduce a t  the 
same time the rates of income tax. It would not be 
correct to say that because a Labour Government 
is in power we are springing a surprise on companies 
when they have already made their calculations, de- 
clared their dividends, and probably paid dividends 
on the assumption that the income tax rate would be 
X shillings in the pound and now it is X + y shillings. 
The Government, I repeat, regretted that state of 
affairs but with the existence of a Financial Secretary 
amongst us, I think we can say with certainty that i t  
will not happen again. However, to allege that this 



-.-- 
------p 

AUGUST 24, 1948 7 ; 3  -- - 
tiuserfinlent is making a raid on the members of the capital wol*ks; bu!, at any rale, expiieity some .nl,m- 
b~itliuber of "omerce  or the merchanus in Bridge- ' bers of the Opposition are of the opinion that the 
xown and 1s doing something unseemly 1s to forget ; expeizdituas on capital worla should be in i from 
that Conservative Governments have done the same , loan funds and limplicit In the notice of the senior 
~ b ~ n ,  from the lime they have 'been bringing in Bud- 8 member for St. Andrew to-day is the transfer of 
g'ts m -,his House ; so that li' it is an evil, it IS an  evil the expenditure on capital works to the accumulated 
the present Government has adopted and not initiated. 
Those ar,e the only arguments1 can think of off-hand 
that have been put forward by the Government of this 
country in connection with the matter of laying rates 
of income tax. regards the allegations that 
an increase in the rate of income tax on corn- 
panics will lead to disaster in busines;, my 
reply to that is that throughout ;he whole history 
of Barbados, the planters and the merchants 
of this colony have been always preaching that 
any innovation, especially anything their 
pockets, will bring disasLer. Numerow instances are 
enumerated in books which deal with the history of 
Barbados as to the calamity foreseen if the House 
passed a bit of progressive legislation. That is a 
Barbadian trait and I shall pay no more a t t e n ~ i o ~  to 
that allegation, in reply, than what I have just said. 
It is human nature for those whose pockets are going 
to be touched to declare that calanliky is just around 
the corner. There was a distinguished mellzber of 
this House, distinguished i n  his professional career, 
less distinguished, perhaps, ill his career in this 
How?, more distinguished, pa-sibly, in his career 
i n  the Other Place, who ex cathedra used to indulge 
in his doleful prophecy about the ballkrnptcy into 

surplus. Mr. Speaker, the parrot-like repetition and 
the pertinacity with which people i n  the twentieth 
century repeat slogans which they think to be words 
of wisdom have reached a stage when, really, some 
halt should be cried to it. There seems to be some 
magic in the suggestions that certain Goverizlnclit 
expenditure should be done in  one way and not in  
another and that if You depart from that way, you 
are breaking some economic principle which7 appal'- 
ently, is as bad as breaking a divine coininrn:L::~~nt; 
that works of a capital natirre should be paid 51. onr of 
loan fullds and that current expenditure should be 
n2Ck out of the accumulated Surplus. Well, 1 do not 
PrOPOSe to give a lecture but I do suggest that i t  is 
pretty d ~ ~ r d  to t ry  to lay down any alleged econom$ 
1~11~7 remembering always that for every half a dozen 
famous economists of certain views you can collect 
another half dozen equally famous £or 8-xaetly opposite 
views on a particular economic problem. Economists 
differ even more than theologians on their own sub- 
jects and it is not because Adam Smith or somebody 
else in the 18th or 19th century laid down some 
trine as to the course which a Governmelzt &hould 
follow in its expenditure or in its system or 
of taxation that, therefore, every Government, no 

I matter what its position may be in its particular area 
which this island was running as a result of the in- or with reference to its own community or wtth refer- 
crease of expenditure year after yea r  Members of 
his ~rofession who have seen &m on the Breach 
can claim that he was undoubtedly one ?f the 
greatest judicial minds that  the West Indies has 
had for years but his prophecy in rem-ct of this 
island has hardly come true. This Govern- 
ment is not a t  all perturbed by the 
prognostications of the Chamber of Corn- 
merce as to the evils that  will take place a 
re~ul t  of our increasing this rate of income 
t a x  from 6/8 t~ 8/- i n  the pound. As some of that 
argument will undoubtedly be used by members of 
the Opposition I desire to anticipate them by pointing 
out that those allegations, as I have termed them, do 
not really spring from anything else but the natural 
desire of a man on whom greater taxation is about to 
be placed to t ry  and get that taxation off himself. 
H o n o ~ ~ r a b l ~  m3mber: wonld have read in the Press 
a Resolution of the Chamber of Commerce which was 
presented to the Governor for his information and 
for the information of his advisers with a request that 
a copy of it be transmitted to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies for his information. After setting 
forth the history of the rise in the rate of income 
tax on companies from 2;6 to 6/8 in  the pound and 
pointing to the surplus balance that exists in the Trea- 
sury of this colony, they declare that the accumula- 
tion of annual surpluses, in accordance with 
the settled policy of the Government, has in  recent 
years resulted in the expenditure of considerable sums 
of money on capital works in  this island, the cost of 
which hitherto has been borne from loan funds but 
i t  has now become the practice of the Legislature to 
pay all such expenditure either from current revenue 
or the accumulated surplus balances. I pause here, 
Mr. Speaker, to say that in  view of the notice which 
the senior member for St. Andrew gave earlier to-day / 

ence to the world ,in general, must f o r e v ~ r  follow that 
doctrine as some sacrosanct dogma or else it would 
plunge its community into destruction. There is no- 
thing i n  that point whatever, Mr. Speaker, and if 
it were not that it would be taking u p  a lot of time 
needlessly in  what is really an  academic discussion I 
would speak a t  greater length on the point. I should 
like to remind the House that as f a r  as any policy 
for the colonies in  post-war development is concerned, 
this Government, in common with other colonial gov- 
ernments, during the war received directions not of a 
binding nature - suggestions, perhaps, I may call 
them-as to the way in which Government post-war 
expenditure be financed-either from accumu- 
lated surplus or from loans or from Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare Funds. TO me, i t  seems immaterial 
whether You take 51,000,000 to build a hospital from 
accumulated surplus or from Colonial Development 
and Welfare funds, or raise a loan for the purpose. 
If with those three sources a t  your disposal you have 
capita1 to be done, i t  seems to me to be abso- 
lutely immaterial if you build Queen's College with 
Colonial Development and Welfare funds and a post 
office with in  the Treasury and a Hospital 
with a loan or twist them about-A, B, and C-in any 
Way YOU like, in any permutations and  combinations 
of those three sources; so I hope that the House will 
be spared any suggestion about this fallacious econ- 
~ ~ y - l o n g  enough happy phrase-in the Government 
spending money on works of a capital nature. The 
Chamber of (hnmerce's resolution goes on to say 
that last Year, a t  the instance of Professor Beasley, 
the post of Financial Secretary and A d r i s ~ r  to the 
Government was created ; that an appointment was 
made and now that the official has entered unoil the 
dutiels of his office he has not yet been able to 
acquaint himself with the capacity of t h ~  finances of 

for the appointment of a Select Committee to draft ! th? colony. That is one of the reasons given to :how 
a reply to His Excellency's Message on the subject of 
Measures for the relief of unemployment, apparently 
he does not agree with the Chamber of Commerce 
because he and his friends seem to be about to casti- 
gate the Government for reaching the decision not to 
spend a certain sum of money on Certain suggested 

~ h y  the Government is wrong ;nlintroduci~~q thi- Rill. 
Theg say that  the Financial Secretary has not been 
here long enough to advice the G o v ~ m m ~ n t  on 
this Bill: that a,lthough he has not beell heve 1011~ 
enough, this BY1 has been sent by the Government 
to the House. 1 shall quote certain pawsages 
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flrom the Resolution. It says: "Whereas 1 interests of the colony. My reply to that is thia : I 
the introduc~ion of the said Bill and its passage 
into law are widely condemned throughout this 
Islailcl ancl deemed detrimental to the best 
interests of the inhabitants of Island, for the reasons 
following, namely :-(a) no necessity is existing or 
can be foreseen which should require the raising of 
additional revenue ; (b) a reasonable portion of the 
net annual profit of every properly conducted Trad- 
ing Company is usually retained by the Company and 
not distributed but such profits are necessarily Pre- 
served as a reserve to meet possible future losses ?n 
Capital, both fixed and Clrculatlg, to meet deprecla- 
tion and obsolescence (part only of which are allow- 

as deductions purposes of income tax), to 
meet donations to charities and the claim of social 
welfare and improvement of the masses, to meet Pen- 
sions to 1 mployees and the debt:., contractnal engage- 
ments and liabilities of the Company, to provide for 
expansion of the business, to equalize dividends and 
generally to build up and maintain resources alrd fin- 
ancial strength and stability of the Company; (c) 
the introduction and establishment of mueh needed 
industries in  this Island and the formation and devel- 
opment of new industrial and/or public utility trad- 
ing companies is discouraged and rendered impractica- 
ble if excessive rates of taxation are imposed without 
the offer of concessions to new businesses as is recog- 
nized and usually the case in other west Indian 
Islands and where established economic oppor- 
tunities are applied; (d)  the inflationary tendencies 
of the measure are self-apparent with the imposition 

I have aready said that the reasoil why rhls wa, nut 
done earl~er  was because the Financial Secretary d ~ d  
not arrive until after t b  Estimates were con- 
cluded. How the Chamber of Commerce 
know that the introduction of this Bill is widely con- 
demned throughout the island and is deemed detri- 
mental to the best interests of the inhabitants of this 
Island is best h o w n  to themseAves. It woulcl be 
an utter waste of time to amw;r a stupid 
statement like that. When Queen's College was about 
to be removed, until a t  least parents were gathered to- 
gether we did not h o w  what the reaction of the public 
would be. Whenever any innovation is to be made 
in this island, you hear the ery that people througli- 
out the island are opposed to it and in this connec- 
tion I am reminded of the ehange ,in ths Letters 
Patent. Throughout the idand the people 

supposed to be opprued to the 
reduction of the franchise until peop'e could use 
the vote properly. We hear that every time. Respons- 
ible people do not hesitate, when they think it would 

express the opinion that a ~ r o ~ o s a l  to 
make this Or that change is 
throughout the island. "No XlWXssity is existing or 
Can be foreseen which require the raising of 
additional revenue." Has there ever been made a more 
fatuous statement than that? These are the same peo- 
ple who are asking us to spend 3% million pounds on 
a harbour. At  least we have to raise 

revenue pay interest and sinking fund- I Mr. SPEAKER : If I may interrupt the hon- and retention of controls whereby strict limits on im- , 
ports and in respect of wholesale and retail transac- I ourable member for a moment I remind him 
tions are deemed necessary in order to ensure to the that he has the right and that it seems hardly 
consumer a reasonable and regulated at this stage, attempting to reply to ar- 
market but which render the importer impotent to guments that have yet been put 
pass on directly to the consumer the extra tax imposed Mr. ADAMS : I do not intend, having finished 

by 
unless permission to advance retail , with this portion of the Resolution, to anticipate any 

prices be guaranteed and if and when refused, must more of that argument. I take it that Some members 
entail a reduction of the pmfits of the 1 of the O ~ ~ o s i t i o n  who are opposed to this Bill will, of 

importer and result, .first, in the reduction of salaries 
and wages, next, of the staff and employees and, fin- 
ally, the closing of the business itself; (e) with the 
prevailing unemployment existing throughout the 
Island, with the lack of ready money, owing to a very 
short crop, which is usually in  circulation after a 
reasonably good crop, with a period of several months 
to be tided over before the next reaping season is due 
to commence and with the already existipg excessive 
rates of taxation, the extraction from tradmg concerns 
of further, unnecessary accumulations of surplus 

use the argument that has been WJed by the 
Chamber of Commerce and I am anticipating 
them. But I want to say that this threat-it 
is a is constantly made to 
the Government, when i t  proposes taxation, just 
merely leaves the Govelrrlm nt  cold and makw 
it feel that the tmk of convinc ng some ~ e o ~ ' e  
of their duty to the community is more immense than 
i t  used to bargain for. I repeat that it leaves the 
members of the Government cold and makes us feel 
that the sense of social justice in  this island is so dead 

revenue must inevitably lead to increased unemploy- I that the appeal for co-operation will fall on deaf ears ; 
merit and the further contraction of the spending 
power of the people upon their usual and customary 
requirements ; 

it resolved that for the reasons stated, it is 
the unanimous opinion of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Barbados that the imposition of addi- 
tional taxation in  this Island is, in  the existing 
circumstances, unnecessary, unjustifiable, ill-ad- 
~ i s e d  and greatly to be deprecated and that the 
proposal of Government to increase the already 
excessive rate of income tax imposed on com- 
~ a ~ i e s  doing business in this island from the 
present excessive rate of 6/8 in  the pound is un- 
warranted and detrimental to the best interests 
of the colony and, further, is calculated to do 
irreparable injury to all classes in  the commun- 
ity." 
The Chamber of Commerce resolved inter alia 

that it is their unanimous opinion that the imposition 
of additional taxation in  this island is, i n  the existing 
circumstances, unnecessary, unjustifiable, ill-advlsed 
and greatly to be deprecated and that the proposal of 
the Government to increase the already excessive rate 
of income tax imposed on companies doing business in  
this Island is unwarranted and detrimental to the best 

they can have i t  whichever way they like. The Cov- 
ernment is anxious to improve conditions--the same 
Government that is attacked Tuesday after Tuesday 
and is accused of not doing enough, the same Govern- 
ment that is reminded week after week of the malnu- 
trition and starvation that are rampant in  this island, 
the same Government that is asked "why don't you 
spend money on this, that or the other?' ' That money 
is going out and it has to be put back and the only 
reason that this Government has advanced this pro- 
posal is because it is very conscious, more especially 
since the Financial Secretary has been here and has 
shown us this, that, and the other thing, of the neces- 
sity for careful planning ahead and the Government- 
I do not hesitate to use word for word the argument 
used by the learned ex-Attorney General i n  this place 
a few years a g e t h e  opponents may say what they 
like to-day but that argument is sound and our experi- 
ence in  the last war confirms it-intends, while the 
going is good, to take all the taxes it can from those 
who have the means of paying the taxation. If we 
have, because of the failure of a crop or otherwise, to 
resort to retrenchment i t  is better to have retrench- 
ment with the knowledge that there is an  accumulated 
surplus than have retrenchment with the knowledge 
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that our Exchequer is empty. Barbados can reason- I 
ably claim-I would hate to tliink that any Barbadian 
used the word "boasto-that even with our haphaz- 
a ~ d  methods in the past we have succeeded in keeping 
our heads above water hancially, as compared with 
some other British colonies, and the argupient  ha, T 
used last Tuesday in respect of the other Income Tax 
Bill I use again. 

As regards the question of the development of 
new industries this Government is accused of doing 
nothing to help new industries. Well, everybody 
knows how much credit is to be given to some of our 
accusers; everybody knows that some of our accusers 
tell deliberate lies wilfully knowing that what they 
say is not true, and it is the fault of the Government 
sometimes, I feel, that it does not publish enough of 
what it does or what it proposes to do. I will only 
say, in reply to the statement that this taxation will 
prevent companies from expanding or establishing 
new industries, that this Government has done no- 
thing less, as regards its willingness to welcome new 
industries into this country, than any other Colonial 
Government (Laughter). I know that some honour- 
able members will laugh at that statement but I will 
tell them this: I t  is all very well to talk about what 
Jamaica and Trinidad has done and if it were not a 
case of running down a cul-de-sac I would reply to 
those statements. When honourable members refer t o  
Jamaica, they seem to forget how the Government of 
Jamaica is run. I t  would be improper for me to 
criticize another colonial Government and that is the 
only reason why I am silent in respect of those state- 
ments. But when one hears that tax concessions are 
being given and then a few weeks or months after one 
hears "I am sorry that I gave those concessions be- 
cause you are not on my side and I am going to remove 

Corporation, have to pay. What I did not say last 
Tuesday and will say now is this : We have constant- 
ly had it told to us that we must endeavour to bring 
the rate of company taxation closer to the maximum 
rate of individual taxation. We have had that told to 
US over and over again by Secretaries of State for the 
Colonies and that is why we had to increase it from 
the ridiculous sum of half-a-crown to 4/- in 1941, 5/- 
in 1942, and 6/8 in 1945. I am not saying that to show 
that everything the Colonial Office tells us we have to 
do but I have always stated that we are not yet a Re- 
public and we must listen to them. Equally, we are 
not a Crown Colony and must necessarily take every- 
thing that comes from them but when the Colonial 
Office remembers that it is being asked for an increas- 
ed price for sugar, for loans and grants, that same Co- 
lonial Office, of whom you are asking these things, 
says : "Yes, I see your needs and we will grant you 
what you ask. But what about your rates of income 
tax?" We must be prepared to show to the Colonial 
Office that we are willing to tax ourselves as much as 
we may and as much as we can. I do not desire now 
to enter into any academic discussion as to the taxable 
capacity of Barbados. I only have to say that the 
contrast between poverty and wealth in this country is 
regrettably greater than in any other part of the 
Caribbean area; nor do I shrink from saying that if 
taxation is a means of equalizing incomes, if taxation 
is a means of reducing inequalities in incomes, this 
Government will not hesitate, for a moment, to make 
use of it for that purpose. What is the good of talk- 
ing about starvation, malnutrition and preventible 
disease if you are not prepared to put your hands into 
your pockets and find the money to put an end to these 
preventible ills? As far as the argument that salaries 

, and wages will be reduced, that employees will be dis- 
them and put the position back to what it was", one missed and that, finally, businesses will be closed if 
does not want to follow a method such as that. As far this additional taxation was imposed on companies is 
as this colony is concerned, in spite of the a:~cusations, 1 concerned, all I can say is that any business which is 
only one company alone has made application to this run by people who have that mentality ought to be 
Government for concessions and everything that com- / 
pany wanted and everything put forward on our side 
were agreed upon. This fantastic statement about 
Canadian or English companies having approached 
this Government in the matter of establishing new in- 
dustries in this island and having been refused is just 
one abominable, unadulterated lie; it has never hap- 
pened. This Government has no intention whatever 
of keeping any industry out, so long as that industry 
does not want to come here and sweat labour and the 
one company that applied to this Government- 

Mr. SPEAKER : I t  is rather difficult, I suppose, 
to avoid importing the question of the establishment of 
industries into this debate but I rather think that it 
hardly has anything to do with the principle of this 
Bill. 

Mr. ADAMS : I shall not pursue it, Mr. Speaker 
unless it is used against the Government and it is ne- 
cessary to reply. But as regards the statement that 
this Government is just taxing people for the love of 
it to accumulate money and is doing nothing to en- 
courage industries to come to this island I say, cate- 
gorically, that there is not a word of truth in it. If we 
have to grant concessions and thereby lose a certain 
amount of taxes, we have, to a great extent at any rate, 
to provide for that loss of taxation. My second reply 
to any argument of that sort is this : We all know that 
the Colonial Development Corporation is there. We 
all know that it is the British taxpayers' money behind 
that Corporation and we all know or ought to know, 
whether we are members of the Government or not, as 

closed. Mr. Speaker, I have heard that argument very 
often. The junior member for St. James will remem- 
ber that he has often heard it when he was a member 
of the Government. We had the same sort of argu- 
ment when it was proposed that an additional sixpence 
should be imposed on bottled rum which is being sold 
for fantastic prices abroad, namely, that it would re- 
sult in the reduction of salaries and wages and the 
dismissal of employees; that it would kill the trade; 
that the goose that laid the golden egg, as the junior 
member for St. James would say, was about to be de- 
capitated. All that sort of argument one hears when 
it is proposed that taxation be increased. Finally, I ask 
the opponents .of this measure whether Trinidad has 
gone bankrupt as the result of this tax of 8/- in the 
pound on companies, whether the businesses on whom 
it fell have had to dismiss their employees. What has 
happened in Trinidad is that the Government-and 
this is the answer to the figures quoted by the junior 
'member for St. James last Tuesday to show that the 
rates of income tax on individuals in that colony fall 
short of the rates in this island-has had to get rid of 
400 odd civil servants. We do not want to follow 
Trinidad in that respect. Finally too, I suggest to this 
House that the onus is on those who say that the im- 
~~osition of a 40 per cent tax on companies will be a 
burden to prove that it is a burden. The onus of proof 
is on them, inasmuch as the tax exists somewhere else. 
If this tax were non-existent, obviously it would be on 
me to show that it will not be a burden and if I were 

, asked : "how are you going to satisfy us that when 
I have said last Tuesday, that ?he last three or four you put on a 40 per cent. tax on companies i t  will not 
Secretaries of State-Conservat.ve as we11 as labour- 1 be a burden?" my reply would be : "It is the rate of 
have pointed out to us over and over again that our taxation in British Guiana; it is the rate of taxation 
rates of income tax are too low as compared with what 
the British taxpayers, who are providing the money 

in Trinidad ;" and I ask mv fri~nds, the enemy. to say 
whether it has caused any collapse in business in those 

for the carrying out of Colonial Development and neighbonrinp coloniez. 1 do not propose to say any- 
Welfare schemes and for the Colonial Development thing more at this stage. I have certain figures relat- l 



ing to income tax generally and if honourable mem- 
bers ask any specific questions and I have the figures 
I shall be very glad to give them. To put it briefly, 
the Government is stating that in the particular cir- 
~umstances this year-the Government is not suggest- 
tng that this will be in existence for two, three, four or 
five years or for ever-bearing in mind the short crop 
pnd the decided drop in revenue from Customs, it 
feels that out of last year's earnings this tax should 
be paid and that the burden of it should be borne by 
those able to bear i t ;  it is nothing extraordinary and 
as far as companies are concerned it should not cause 
any confusion in adjustments between shareholders 
and their respective companies as regards the declara- 
tion of dividends. Of course, we know that in many 
instances, the payment of income tax can be evaded 
and that there aw ways and means whereby some com- 
panies will not suffer in the least by the payment of 
this additional tax but we want to assure income tax- 
payers that this Government is well aware of loopholes 
in the Income Tax law ; that so long as it is has power 
to do so it will carry out its intention to have those 
holes in the Income Tax Law plugged and put a stop 
to the means of gva@ng income tax which now exists. 
I have not said much, Mr. Speaker, on Clause 3 of the 
Bill. Honourable members will realize that the Gov- 
ernment has proposed that the allowance for depend- 
ents should be increased from £40 to £50 and there 
again the Government is taking step by step in doing 
what it feels is reasonable to meet the situation. I t  is 
not as great an increase in the allowance as may be de- 
sired, taking into consideration the cost of educating 
and maintaining children to-day but at no time are 
these allowances based on the complete cost of edu- 
cating and maintaining children; it is only some 
allowance towards the cost of maintenance and educa- 
tion of a child. I have much pleasure, Mr. Speaker, 
in moving that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Mr. TALMa : I rise to second the motion for the 
second reading of this Bill. In doing so I would like 
to say that the ills of this country are such and so 
multifarious that we must necessarily have increased 
sources of revenue and when one takes into consider- 
ation the fact that places like Trinidad, British Gui- 
ana and other places in the Caribbean area have al- 
ready taken such steps as will provide the amenities 
which are needed by the poor and middle class, one 
cannot help but feeling that Barbados is not taking 
this step ahead of time but is late in so doing. We 
never had Excess Profits Tax during the War and the 
Labour Government can never be blamed for that; the 
Labour Government never had the opportunity then. 
We have it now and we are asking the people of this 
country-the ones who oan pay-to do their 
full part whereby the amenities which are es- 
sential to human life may be provided. 
This is the first time that the Labour Gm- 
erlimelit ever had the chance to come here with a 
measure of this sort to provide those amenities for the 
people and I defy any Labour member to-day to dare 
say a word against it. We have sixteen Labour mem- 
bers in this Rouse and this measure must be passed. 
I t  is not a question of trying to be unreasonable. I t  is 
a question of trying to provide amenities and to bring 
about reforms for the people. I t  is not a question of 
increasing this tax on companies from 6/8 to 8/- in 
the pound for the love of so doing. I t  is not a question 
of that at all. I t  is a question of taking time by the 
forelock and making provision to replace revenue that 
will inevitably be lost from income tax next year. I t  
is not a question of trying to hurt the small man or 
middle man; it is a question of trying to help them 
by raising the allowance from £40 to £50. This Labour 
Government is trying to help the middle class and let 
us hope that in the not distant future they will under- 
stand the nature of things. For 300 years a Conserva- 
tive Government ran this country and it is only two 
years since a Labour Government has been in power. 

We are trying to set things wrong right and when the 
newspapers write certain foolish allegations week after 
week, when certain penny journals write foolish accu- 
sations-we know them-when they talk about sanita- 
tion, better housing for all, better education, more 
food for all, when such things are talked about, they 
are what the Bill will help to provide-amenities 
which human beings deserve to have. 

Mr. WILKINSON : Mr. Speaker,-This Bill is 
entitled "An Act to amend the law relating to Income 
Tax" but I do not think that that is a suEicient 
description of it. The proponents ought to amend 
the title by adding the words "and to discourage 
industrialization and to increase unemployment." I 
have listened with interest to the mover and seconder 
of the motion for the second reading of this Bill and 
it seems remarkable to me that at the last moment 
they should have had to take advice from Trinidad 
and British Guiana and reduce the rate from 9/- 
to 8/- in the pound. There is no doubt about it that 
when the Bill was introduced with the proposal that 
the rate should be 91- in the pound, it was meant to 
be 9/- in the pound but apparently they have dia- 
covered that in Trinidad and British Guiana, the rate 
is 40 per cent. which, as far as I learnt a school, is 
B/- in the pound, and so they now proposs to fix it at 
8/- in the pound. But, Sir, when the Bill to increase 
the rate of income tax on companies was introduced 
in Trinidad, it was introduced with an apology. 
There was dire necessity there at the time; the colony 
was very much in need of money and the Attorney 
General, in introducing the Bill, practically apolo- 
gized for increasing the rate. Now, Sir, in Barbados 
I claim that that is not the position. I will come 
back to that point later on. Sir, it is quite a miis- 
conception that the income tax which is imposed on 
companies is a tax on companies as such; it is not. 
It is a tax on the profits which companies make and 
those companies, when they pay dividends, deduct 
from their shareholders the amount of the :ax which 
they pay to the Government. It is, therefore, not a tax 
on companies but on the individual shareholders.If a 
company does not distribute to its shareholders profits 
which it has made, it would have to pay under this 
Bill a tax of 9/- -it is now proposed to change it to 
8/- --on every pound it puts aside ; in 0th" word~s, of 
every pound it puts to reserve i t  would be allowed to 
retain only 12/-. Now, Sir, what would be the result? 
The result would be that companies would not go on 
building up reserves and what would the result of 
that be? You, Mr. Speaker, have more experience 
about matters of this sort than I do. A company 
that has no reserve cannot progress and if a company 
does not progress, it goes backwards and if a com- 
pany goes backwards it employs less people. That 
is what is going to happen in the event of this Bill 
becoming law. The senior member for St. Joseph 
referred to the fact that we in Barbados pay less 
taxation than is paid in England; that is perfectly 
true in some respects, not in all. A person in Bar- 
bados with an income of £200 a year pays only 7 per 
cent. of what a person in England with a similar 
income pays; the honourable member is quite right 
there. But when it comes to the man with an income 
of $1,500 a year, at the present rates in Barbados the 
amount which that man pays is 78 per cent of what 
the man with a similar income in England pays. And 
that is the case in respect of the old rates and not 
the rates to which we agreed on Tuesday last. The 
tax on individual incomes, especially those in the 
higher brackets, is the tax we have been always after 
and every succeeding Government has increased it 
a11 along. Really, income tax is a tax on your in- 
dividual incomes and I warn honourable membem 
that if they interfere with companies and prevent 
them from putting aside reserves they are doing the 
island of Barbados very great harm ; there is no ques- 
tion about that. There is an old saying, Sir,-ym 
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h o w  it-''You can foci1 some of the people some of 
the time but you cannot fool all the people all of 
the time" and I would like to add that there are not 
all fools on this side of she table. It may be,Sir, tha, 
in  the case of large companies an increae- in the rate 
will not aflect individuals .n the long run 
but it does affect them in  small companies. For  what 
purpose are reserves built up by companies? We 
all know that when companies make their income tax 
Returns they are allowed by the Income Tax Com- 
missioner a certain amount for depreciation of ma- 
chinery. That amount for depreciation of machinery 
is calculated on a basis which I can tell honourable 
members from experience, is not liberal. Unfortun- 
ately, I regret to state that the sugar machinery which 
is coming here to-day is not the class of machinery 
that came before the War. I t  does not last as long 
but the Income Tax Commissioner-1 am not saying 
that he is wrong-would not allow any greater Per- 
aentage for depreciation of machinery. That is one 
of the reasons why a company has to set aside a 
resem. In the desire to expand business, it is 
not always possible to raise more capital and, for that 
reason, have very wisely in the past put  
aside a certain sum, on which they paid last year 6/8 
in the pound, for the expansion of their businesses; 
the shareholders get the benefit of that expansion by 
&her the maintaining or the increasing of dividends 
and the Government, through the income tax, also 
gets the benefit of that expansion. 

N ~ ~ ,  the main thing that 1 think the previous 
speakers lost sight of is the fact that the increase in 
the rate on companies does not encourage the estab- 
lishment of new industries. I can hardly imagine a 
company coming here and setting u p  under these con- 
&ions even though the Government's spokesman has 
stated that this Government has done nothing less 
than any other colonial government in  the matter of 
encouraging compan;es to establish industries. Why, 
Sir, i t  is very seldom that a company makes money 
in  the first three years of its existence; as a matter 
of fact a new company is jolly lucky if it squares ends 
in  the first three years of its existence; it is only 
after the mistakes which have been made have been 
corrected that the directors of a company are able 
to have it established on a sound basis and to make a 
little money. No. Sir, I do not think new industries 
would be attracted by these terms and conditions. 
The senior member for St. Joseph referred to the 
fact !hat a Conservative Government imposed in  the 
first instance, half-a-crown on companies, then it 
went to 4/- in 1941, 5/- in 1942, and eventually to 
6/8 in the pound in 1945. It is interesting to note 
that figures which I have obtained from the Income 
Tax Commissioner $how a marked increase in the 
rebates riven in the year after the tax on companies 
was from 5/- 6/8 in the pound. 
You may collect money from companies but you may 
have to give hack a tremendous lot of that money 
which you have collected. 

I will quote some of the fiwres which, I think, 
will be interesting. I n  years when the rate of income 
tau on companies was 51- in the pound, that is, 
1943---44, 19-5, and 1945--46, the of 
refunds were 829, 805, and 839 respectively and the 
amounts bb way of r.lief were £15,313, £10,717 and 
518,110 respectively. Then the tax was increased 
'0 6/8 in the pound and what happened? The num- 
%er of ref1mds jumped to 1,129 and the amount b y ,  
may of relief to G1,288. T think, Sir, that that 
qhows that the average rate of income-tax on share- 
holders is considerably less than 6/8 in tho pound. 

have to Pay in dkcuging the rate to be imposed 0x1 
companies and when the rate was fixed a t  6/8 in the 
pound, tne amount which was arrlved aL by the 
Government was somewhat less but the Income Tax 
Cornmksioner considerd that it would be much easier 
for calculation purposes to make i t  6/8 or 33 1/3% 
and that was why ~t was fixed in that amount. But  
in this instance, i t  does not appear as  if anythlng 
of that sort was done. It would appear that the 
Executive Committee came to the conclusion that  
because they want money they would fix it a t  9/- 
1, the pound and they never even waited to consult 
the Financial Secretary in the matter. They knew 
;,hat the Financial Secretary on his way to 
Barbados and this Bili was introduced three days 
after he arrived. Having discovered that there 
was goillg to be a protest by the chamber of corn- 

they endeavoured to find out the rate which 
is being paid in Trinidad and British Guiana and 
having found Out that it is only 40 per cent. 

come a t  the last moment and say ''we are going 
fix the rate in Barbados at  in the pound." 

Well, Sir, if that ij. not haphazard legislation I do 
not know what is. I must repeat that income tax 
is properly imposed on the individual and that is 
why, I think, we increased certain rates last week 
without any opposition. Wje increased the rates on 
incomes under 5600 a year; there can 'be no question 
about that. But  this tax on companies is a t a x  
On their reserves; i t  does not hit any individual 
P"son but i t  does, I say, inWxfere with the Progress 
of the companies and you are going to have greater 
nnemplo~ment, if i t  becomes law, - a terrible situ- 
ation to anticipate in these times. The senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph also referred to the increased price 
which we are asking for our sugar and pointed to the 
fact that we would have to step up  our rates of income 
tax if we want the English people to continue to 
bear the burden of increased preference. Sir, I do 
not know if the honourable member is aware of the 
fact that Barbados sold Sugar to England through- 
out the war a t  prices considerably lower than the 
world and we were jolly to do it. ~ i d ~ 7 ~  
England benefit from that( I hope so. To-day 
we are buying Englhh goods at considerably higher 

than we get from the U.s.A. and 
Canada and I very much regret to say 
I corn in England - that the quality of English 
goods to-daY is very poor when with the 
quality of thme goods in the Years before the war. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We may as well keep that out 
of this debate It has nothing to do with th 

of the sili. e princi- 
Dlr. WILKINSON: When honourabTe mcm- 
refers to the rate of inwme which is being 

paid by companies in Trinidad and Bdtish Guiana, 
as I said on Tuesday last, i t  is very difficult to make 
comparisons because the ways of living In these 
colonies are different. I n  British Guiana and Trin- 
idad, as f a r  as I know, they do not have what is 
known here as  a Trade Tax. I n  Banbados-I am 
only stating *facts--we have a Tradc Tax which is 
Paid in the eleven parishes of the island and that 
Trade Tax, together with the Ownership 
m ~ o ~ n t ~  to 15 Per cent. of a company's profit-,; SO 

that when you pay the Government 334 per cent. of 
your reserves and 15 Per cPnt. to Your local Vestries, 
YOU are paving over 48 per cent. of your profits to 
Suppod the ~ o p u l a ~ i o n  of the island. If,  Sir, that 

is increas2d now b?' 12 per cent-, 
I n  the past when fortunately or ~mfortunatelv- 
-&ichevpr way you like to put i t  T was a member 

i t  will mean that You will be paying over 60 Per 
cent. of your  tof fits by way of taxation in this island. 

of the Government we to  take into account the ] In  British Guiana and Trinidad there is no Tradc Tax 
averwe rate of income tax Tvhich'ehareholders would ; 2nd7 a; I h s v ~  ~2i3, ;! !? Vel-y hard to make any fair 
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compar~son between them and this co-ony, as xar aa 
taxaclon is concerned. 1 have trled to  u d ~ e  i t  plain 
that this does not affect the companies oat: l o ~ u  
because when they pay dividends ~ n e y  cieilhei the  
tax wllich tne Governnlent demands b u ~  hollouraole 
memoers must remember that the more you tdx rt 

company 'S reerves the less reserves thzre are gomg 
10 ue, incidentally causlng the iniia~ion which the 
British Government has asked us to avoid. 'l'he tax 
on the individual is real lncome tax but do not let us 
fall into the error of taxing the reserves of com- 
panies to such an  extent as to stop business from 
expandag. Believe me, Sia; I am the Managing; 
Director of W,ilkimon, Haynes & Co., Ltd., a weli 
established firm, and we have rserves. If we are 
not able to add to our ressrve I do not believe that 
this would seriously affect my company or any other 
company that 1s already established on a 
sound basis but any new companies which 
are started, if this Bill is passed, will have to 
$am the fact that they will have to pay 8/- in 
the pound on their rserves and that, I think, 1s a very 
dangerous thing. Sir, I have just been reminded 
that practically every firm has overdrawn on the 
Banks and ilf a company has no reserve, a Bank 
would not allow it to overdraw. As regards Clause 
3 of the Bill which seeks to increase the allowance 
for dependents from £40 to £50 I do not think any- 
body would seriously oppose that. It is a small 
concession but, personally, I am not convinced i t  is 
right and I should like to go into that. more careful y 
and compare i t  with the figures in other colonies.- 

St. Joseph  ill entirely agree and I do hope that now 
we have our E'inaizcial Secretary, the rates of income 
tax on individuals as well as on companies will be 
introduced a t  the same time as t h .  Budget is 
introduced. 

A t  this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SPEAKER adjourlls the 
House until 2.45 p.m. in accordance wit11 Rule 
/Y3 (al. 

REPLIES LAID. 

On reasseilibling, 
Nr. BLACKMAN : Mi-. Speaker,-I 'beg to lay 

on the Table of the House the replies to questions 
No. 58, standing in  the name of the honourable 
senior member for St. Michael, relating to the trans- 
portation of tourists entering the colony. 

ILLNESS OF' THE COLONIAL TREASURER.. 

Mr. ADAiKS : I ask leave to lay a Message from 
His Excellency the Governor. It is of some urgency 
concerning the illness of the Colonial Treasurer and 
i t  came in since the first lot of Messages were laid. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave. 

Mr. ADAMS: The Message is as follows:- 

Message No. 2,1/1948. 

His Excellency the Governor 
To 

figures which are rather hard to get. It aeems'to 
me that by this small increase in the allowance for  
dependent% the hom-mble member who introduced 
this Bill is setting a sprat to cateh a whale and my 
feeling somehow is that he is going to lose, his sprat, 
his whale and his line. Anyhow, this small conces- 

not prevent me Or my m'leames from voting 
against this Bill. 1 would just remind the senior 
member for St. Jhseph that if this Bill is not passed, 
it n-ould not affect this year's budget because the tax 
would be laid on the results of 1947 and 1948. I 
think the honourable member is a little pessimistic 
ab'out th receipts from Customs and elsewhere; it is 
too early in the financial year to come to conclusio~ls 
such as those to which he has come and would like 
others to come. I would also like to remind him 
that in the past ten years, the Government has col- 
lected considerably more than was estimated 
for from income tax. T have here the f3gnr.s 
from 1938 to 1948 which have been provided 
for me by the Income Tax Commissioner; they 
show that the amount which was estimated to be 
collected from income tax during those years was 
52,299,000 and th,? amount actually collected was 
1&2,927,545, a very large excess of $628,545,-and, 
as  I have pointed out, the reli-f has been increasing 
year bp year owing to the fact that th- tax on com- 
panies has gone up. The honourable J ~ P I ~ ~ P I '  men- 
tionsd that the income tax rates will. in  futare, bn 
introduced a t  the same time that the Budget is 
introduced. I thoroughly agree to that. It is most 
de~irabl~e that when the Budget is introduced, the 
rates of income tax, both as regards individual~s and 
compahies. should be jntroduced at  the same t' 'me or 
immodiatelv after and Dassed within a few lvoeks. 
TJnfortunately, there is in this country a large num- 
bar Of who have small incomes anfi thev have 
to b u d e t  for their existence verxr carefullv indeed. 
~t iq a blow to thmem jf theTT have to borrow money 
to :ncome tax after th. ,.ates are increased with- 
oat anv vrsvious Tarnincr. T linon, that that is one 
of the things with which the senior member for 

i ThB Honourable the Bouse of Afisembly. 

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to 
inform the Honourable House of Assembly that he 
has granted six days, sick leave the Colonisl 
Treasurer with effect from the 24th of August, and, in 
accordance with the provisions of sub-Fection (2) of 
Section (2) of the Colonial TressurerYs Act, 1891, 
as contained in section of the Treasurer,s 
(Amendment) 1948, has appointed Mr. V. H. 
Chenely, Senior Clerk, Treasury, to act as Colonial 

HILARY BLOOD, 
Governor. 

Government House, 
Bridgetown, 

24th August, '1948. 

Only this morning assent was given to the Bill 
which we passed and the House has been notified as 
~ r o " l ~ t l ~  as possible- 

SUSPENSION OF RULES 61 (A) AND 61 (B).  

Mr. A'DAMS: I ask leave to move the suspen- 
sions Rules 61(a) and 61 (b) SO as to continue GOV- 
ernment Business- 

There 'being no objection, leave was granted the 
member to make the 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rules 61 (a) 
and 61(b) be suspended. 

Mr. COX seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. ADAMS: Subject to the approval of the 
Hou", I ask leave to proceed with Order No. l-to 
resume Committee Supplv-as the next Order 
the Day and to deal with Resolution NO. 5 relative 
'O meeting the of courses in Jamaica for two 
Sanitary Inspectors and two Public Health Nurses 
I am informed that the courses begin on the 6th of 
September so that there is very l i ~ t l e  time left. I 
\ ~ ~ u l d  therefore be glad if the House would agree 
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I to deal with this Resolution now and then revert to At this point Nr. Cox lePt the Chair and Mr. 
the Income Tax Bill. 1 S?lr~i i  to& the Chair as  Chairman of Committees. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- , 

ber was granted leave. 1 
*cTH;?\iQ I_'IldIRXAX OF COA\IMITTEES ' 

Mr. ADAMS I beg to move that the honour- 
able senior member for St. Michael be Chairman of 
Committe S urltil the Chalrman of Committe-s rc- 
turns to the House. 

. , : Seconded the motion v:hic?l 
was agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order of the Day 
th3refore is t o  r:snme Committee of Supply :? cm- 
sider the grant of sums of money for the service of 
the Government. 

RESUMPTION OF COlMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY 

I r .  SPXAKER left the Chair the re- 
sumed ~olLll~~J!~~ee of supply &lr. ln Ihe 
Chair. 

c ~ T  OF cPURSES JAMMCA 
I N s m C T o R s  Two pusMC 

Dr. C U ~ I N S  : Mr. Chairman,-The Resolu- 
tlofl with wbleh we now propose to is One 

place the sum of &17450 at the of the Oov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee to meet the cost. of 
courses in  Jamaica for two Sanitav Inspectors and 
;WO Public Health Nurses. T h b  R ~ s o l u ~ l o l ~  fo113ws 
other similar &solutions and is the means whereby 
these Inspectors and Nurses will be sent Jamaica 
to take thebe special courses. The addendum sets 
out the details very clearly and the Passages, travel- 
ling allowance and so forth are all mentioned. The 
course for the Sanitary I n s p e ~ o r s  will last for eleven 
months while that for  the Public Health Nurses will 

for ten This is a Resolution from which 
the whole island stands to benefit since i t  is proposed 
that as  soon as the Public Health is pamed7 we 
will have people to undertake the duties which the 
Bill envisages. I beg to move that this Resolution 
do now p W .  

~ r .  BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
M ~ .  F. L. wALCOTT: Before this Resolution 

is passed, I want to ask the honourable mover three 
questions as  follows: Who is responsible for the 
selection of these people? Who are the people 
chosen? And has any opportunity been given to 
people from the various parts of the island to apply 
for this training? When the Colonial Development 
and Welfare Organisation provided molley for train- 
ing courses they selected the people; but :he Gov- 
ernment is spending this $1,450 now and they should 
inform the various Health Commissioners who could 
allow every qualified Person in this colony to know 
that these courses are open SO !hat people who Possess 
the qualification can apply for them- I understand 
that somebody has already been chosen in respect 
of these courses but I do not think that that is the 
best method to adopt. I f  we are sending people for 
training in ~ a m a i c a  we should ask people who Possess 
the aaalifications to apply for these courses. I 
not think it is fair to  the people from Over the 
island not to let them know that these courses are 
open. If you want to select the bel~t people for th~s:: 
colarseq v011 should let everybody know about them. 
I t  is not merely a question of a Department nmina t -  
ing people but allowing everybody to apply for these 
couyses so that there will he no question of pitch- 
forkinw anybody over the hea& of others or any- 
thinT like that. I would like answers to the three 
questions which I have asked. 

&h .  MOTTLEY: P entirely agree with the re- 
marks of the honourable senior member for St. 
I'ettr. I have already raked the question in :his 
House and i t  appeared to some honourable meubjers 
that I did it through some ulterior motive. I feel 
tliat vihelzever public funds are being spent you 
should not just make a selection; the proeeilurc 
should be followed whereby the Health Commission- 
ers from the various parishes should be apprised of 
the fact that thes? courses are to be given and let 
those who are qua'ified apply for them. If there are 
people who are not qualified to benefit from the 
training then obviously thcy would not be taker1 in- 
to consideration ; but if you have qua!l:ficd l~-.l?sons 
worlcing alider the various Commissioners of Health 
il: the island it will create bad feelings among peo- 
ple if whoever is responsible for tiiz seleciion lllcrely 
says that he will take "A" fmul St. doseplL by solnc 
zpecial qt1alification. As Churchwarden of this parish 
I used to circularise the parishes and allow people 
wh.1 wanted to take t i l q j  * cnursc-; to apply frtV tllem 
YOU 'will find that people in various parishes are 
qnalified for this trd'nlng and if they are cir- 
cularised the feeliq js that all is lT~t.ll. I iiupo 
that the honourable senior member for St. T h ~ ~ ~ ~ a s  
will be able to tell n s  what procedur.: is going to bc 
adopted in making these selectiom. ~f it is merely a 
question of an ~~~~~~t~~ from public 
Health Department, that i: all riglit: 'nut if jt is a 
yu3stion of selecting an ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . . ~ % t ~ ~  from 
$tags of the various Commimionners of ~ ~ ~ l t h ,  then 
? do not see how any 1ted;eal Ofticer of FIcalth can 
~ l t  down and say : "I sel'ct "8" or " 13 " Cur tjlis 
training. 7 7 The f e e l q  is thereby honnci to exi~st 
that some favouritism b bl.iag shown. If pcopie sre 
qualified, let a notic. Ice p o s t ~ d  ancl let i t  be kno\-;l~ 
thmughout the island that the Government is going 
to send Inspectors abroad for this special training 
and let these people apply for it. 

Mr. MBPP: Then: are one or t ~ v c  thingrs which 
I would like to say. I notice that the Sanitary In- 
spectors are being paid a t  the same rate as t h , ~  Pub& 
Health N'urses. I understand that thi: Governlnent 
feels that  females are wortlz the same as maks but 
I do not think it has been the cnst7m to pay females 
the same thing as males. I think that  a greater 
allowance should be given the mal?~.  Another r,oint 
is that it will require more than 15/- a day as 
an allowance for these people in Jamaica be- 
cause I nnderstand that the coset of living in Jamaica 
is w r y  high. The h'onourable member in  charge of 
th, Resolution can say whether that  is so or lzot anrl 
I mould like him to tell me if the Government will 
favourably consider any application for grants if i t  
is7iscovered that the cost of living in Jamaica is 
above the amounts which are set out here. I hope 
that the Government will favourably consider any 
~ u c h  application. A further point is this, when these 
Nurses have finished this course do they have to come 
back here and undergo a training before they 
can be fully qualified? If  that is so, then these Nurses 
will be kept in training for a very long time. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I happen to be a Health 
Commissioner and I can say that in so Ear as my 
parish is concerned, we have not heard one word 
about these coursPs. I can therefore add my ~ l l o t a  
to the views which have been expressed that these 
courses are for thn benefit of Sanitary Insp~ctors  
and Public Hea'th N n r s ~ s  of the island a; a whole 



and everybody should know about them. Every 
qualified Sanitary Inspector or Public Health Nurse 
should be given the opportunity to send in his or her 

' 
application and then let the selection be made from 
among them. It should not be a qufstion of some 
authority choosing some pet child or of making 
selections from among a limited few. There are 
qualified Sanitary Inspectors throughout the island 
and selections should not merely be made from 
among people who are so many yards or so many 
feet away frmom the office of the Chief Medical Officer 
or whoever makes the selections. 

Dr. CUMMINS : As fa r  as the method employed 
in  selecting these Sanitary Inspectors and Public 
Health Nurses i s  concerned, that is a matter on 
which I cannot give any information. However, what 
I will do is this; I will promise honourable members 
'who have raised the question that I will take u p  the 
matter in the proper quarter and pass on the views 
which have ;been expressed by  honourable members. 
As f a r  as the allowance is concerned, the sum of 15/- 
per day is what has been recommended by  the peo- 
ple in Jamaica. The amount used t o  be 9/- and it 
was recently increased to Is/-. As to whether that is 
adequate or not I do not know. I understand that the 
cost of living in Jamaica is high 'but I am not in  a 
position to say whether this amount is adequate or 
n'olt. The return passages for the Inspectom and 
Nurses are E56 5s. each, as honourable members will 
see, $3 per month each for traveIIing in Jamaica, a 
similar amount \for contingencies and thev are also 
getting full salaries while they are in  Jamaica. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The honourable senior 
member for St. Thomas and this House is responsible 
for policy now. I am nothing to do with admini- 
stration; I am not questioning the selectees but  the 
policy in  making the selecbions. It must ;be told to the 
Acting Chief Medical Officer that he must follow such 
and such a method of selection. If we do not tell Gov- 
ernment servants the policy which they must follow 
they will follow their own settled policy and let us  
know what they have done. This is the last time as 
long as I am here that I will subscnibe to such a 
thing. I know that in the constituency which I have 
the honour to represent, the people would not support 
this method as a correct one. To my mind, it is fool- 
proof that if you are offering any scholamhi~ or 
training abroad it should be done (in the same way 
as when you are offering Primary to First  Grade 
scholarships where a boy can come from Bawdens 
and go to Harrison College. These courses should be 
open tlo everybody who is qualified to receive them. 
We are spending this money and using these people 
for the benefit of the island and therefone all the  in- 
habitants of the island who are in this category 
should be given the opportunity to appXy for this 
training. What is the use of asking a man to get the 
R.S.I. Certificate and then when these coumes are 
open. say that he is not suitable to take them be- 
cause of the way in which he wears his tie or some- 
thing like that? I cannot subscribe to that ;  I repeat 
that whether i t  is the Acting Chief Medical Officer or 

l 
on which we have been told that the istuclents have 
to be in Jamaica. We can_ pass the Resolution at 
another meeting of the House. I n  ihe inberest of 
promoting satisfaction on the par t  of the people who 
may be eligible for this training, I think that we 
should have a defiaiie statement of policy with regard 
to the seleotion of these Sanitary Inspectorx, and 
Public Health Nurses. Somebody has said that these 
students have already been selected and there is a 
lot of heart burning on the the part  of others as t o  
why they have 'been left out. Moreover, Mr. Chair- 
man, I understand that bot the Sanitary Inspectors 
selected are from the parish of St. Michael. 
While I think i t  is correct to say that, generally 
speaking, the Sanitary Inspectors from St. Michael 
are more highly qualified than the average In- 
spectors in the rural parishes-I stand correct- 
ed that they are not and there is therefore so 
much the more reason why the Inspectors from 
the rural parishes should get their chance to have 
this training, especially in view of the fact that the 
last one or two Inspeotors who went for training 
abroad were also from the parish of St. Michael. I 
beg to move that you do now report progress, Mr. 
Chairman, and ask for leave for the Committee to 
sit again. I n  the interim let the Government go into 
,the matter with the Acting Chief Medical Officer or  
whoever is responsible for making the selections, 
and sati4fy itself that in  making these selections 
there is no question of favouritism and that the 
courses of straining are awarded purely on merit. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I n  view of the late hour I am 
asking honourable members not to postpone the con- 
sideration of this Resolution. These curses be- 
gin on the 6th September and i t  is therefore 
important that this Resolution be agreed to 
to-day. One honourable member has said thxt 
the people who will ;be given this &raining have al- 
ready been selected, but  I have no knowledge about 
that. I should l ike to point out to honourable mem- 
b'ers that if we pos$pone this Resolution until next 
Tuesday i t  has to 'be considered by the Other Place 
and there will be only six days left before the 6th 
of September. I have already promiged honourable 
members that I will take u p  the matter with the 
Acting Chief Medical OGcer and the Colonial Secre- 
tary and point out to them the criticims which have 
been made >by this Committee, criticisms which I ap- 
preciate. 

The question that this Resolution do now pms 
was put  and resolved in  the a e m a t i v e  without 
division. 

On the motion of Dr. CUMMIGNS, seconded by  
Mr. BLACKMAN, the CHAIRM-4~ reported the passing 
of one Resolution in  Committee and that the Com- 
mittee had asked for leave to sit again. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

On motions of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by Mr. 
BLACKMAN in each case. the Resoltttion passed in 
Committee waar read a first and second time and 
agreed to. 

anyboay else i t  is our dutf to tell him-to tell Civil 
Servants--"This is the policy which you should follow 
in any selection which you make." If they do not 
like that, they can leave the Civil Service and Come 
into this Pouse and say othwwise ; but  if they want 
to remain in the Civil Service they will have to take 
the criticisms of this Rouse. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I see no reason wh; we 
shouId agree to the passing of this Resolution today 
having regard to the quesEon raised bv previous 
srseakers. Today is the 24th day of ALISPIS~ and very 

INCOME TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of khe Day 
is to resume debate on the motion for the second 
reading of a Bill to amend the law relating to Income 
Tax. Whell the House was adjourned for lunch, the 
honourable junior member for St. James was speak- 
ing. 

Mr. WILKINSON : I have not got very much 
more to add to what I have said. It seems to me that 
this matter should not be jumped into like this. We 

likely we will have two meetings more before the date r have only had the Budget before the House last March 
1 



when it was estimated that at the end of March, 1949, 
fthere would be a revenue balance of 5833,188, and the 
pstimated capital expenditure was clearly set out in 
the Colonial Secretary's Memorandum as 5238,740. 
The hon. senior member for St. Joseph has warned 
that our revenue may not be as much as was estimated 
jn March this year on account of the short crop and 
the small importation of goods from outside. I ven- 
ture to suggest that when the Estimates were made up 
these facts were taken into account. The members of 
the Executive Committee have some ability and they 
must have known in March that we would have a short 
crop otherwise they are not the men I think they are. 
They would have to make provision for the short crop 
and they did make provision for it. The small crop 
does not affect what we are talking about. AS I have 
already said, they have thrown a sprat to catch tz 
whale and increased the allowance for dependants by 
$10 and 1 advise hon. members to reject the whole 
Bill. 1 agree that you must tax the individual who 
can afford to Pay; I have always said that. I was a 
member of the Government which increased taxatloll 
on individuals; only last Tuesday we levied a rate af 
1319 in the pound On incomes Up to £5,000 and Over. 
I think that they are fooling themselves if they think 
that they will get this tax from companies; they will 
get it for one year, but in the long run the income of 
the companies will diminish, not increase. DO not let 
us tax the reserves of companies now because this tax 
only hits at the reserves. I repeat that it is going to 
cause unemployment, it is going to stop expansion of 
business and it is a wicked and savage attack on the 
industry of Barbados. I beg to move that the words 
< 6 be now read a second time" be deleted and the words 
"be rejected" inserted in place thereof. 

Mr. WARD : I think we are in a very 
ate position in that this increased allowance for de- 
pendants and income tax on have been 
joined together in one Bill. I feel that all hon. mem- 
hers sitting around this Table whether of the Opposi- 
tion or not, are quite willing to give an increased 
allowance to an individual for a dependant whether i t  
is a child or otherwise owing to the increase in the cost 
of living or the increase in education in all parts of 
the world to-day. We have heard an excellent speech 
relative to the increase in the tax on companies by the 
hon. junior member for St. James who I feel should be 
in a position to give us firsthand information as far as 
figures and the running of companies is concerned. 
From my point of view I feel, as the hone junior mem- 
ber for St. James feels, that increasing the tax on corn- 
panics is not getting directly at the who 
should be taxed if you feel that he is in a position to 
Pay a greater tax on his than he is paying 
now; and as companies are run to-day we must bear 
in mind that not all companies are on the same foot- 
ing. In  passing a Bill of this nature it means that You 
are going to eliminate a good many of the small corn- 
~an ie s  which will eventually have to get 'Ome of the 
bigger companies to come to their rescue. The hon. 
junior member for St. James mentioned something 
about trade tax and it is a well known fact that there 
is no trade tax levied on companies either in British 
Guiana or Trinidad. In  Barbados we have Authori- 
ties besides the Central Government and the Author- 
ities in the various districts have to collect money so 
as to be in a position to carry on the administration of 
these districts. I n  the district which I represent a 
company has to pay $1.40 in the pound. If you are 
paying a trade tax of $1.40 in the pound and then you 
have pay an income tax of B/- in the poond, it 
means that you will be paying approximately 14/- in 
the pound. In the case of this particular company, 
out of every pound it makes approximately G/- is left 
for the purpose of paying dividends and providing for 
its maintenance and upkeep. Now, Mr. Speaker, it is 
impossible for any company to pay 14/- out of its 
profits and carry on efficiently. The British Govern- 

ment in its wisdom has recently given us a Rehabilita- 
tion Fund and I do not believe that they gave it to us 
merely for love; they have realised that the cost of 
production har~ increased to such an extent that it 
would be impossible in the circumstances for the corn- 
panies or the individuals in the various colonies to 
cope with the expenditure in keeping their machinery 
up-to-date so as to run their business efficiently and 
make a profit. The hon. senior member for St. Joseph 
has told us that owing to the very short crop the Gov- 
ernment has thought fit to impose this increased tax 
so as tb recover the deficiency in the Treasury ; but 
I would like to remind him that although that 
might sound reasonable as far as the Government 
is concerned, and as far as 0tB.r ndivlduals are 
concerned, it must be borne in mind hat this corn- 
muni:y is an absolute agricultural corn- 
munity. Therefore when a company loss 
money through a crop and the Government im- 
poses this increased tax, it is impossible for that 
company to recover itself in the near future. I t  must 
be realised that you will not be refunded money when 
you lose i t ;  the Government only collects money if you 
make an income (A MEMBER : Quite so) and when 
a company loses money in a particular year it means 
that if it does make a profit in the next year and you 
take 14/- in the pomd from it, it is imposible for that 
company to regain its feet in the near future. That is 
one the dangers which I feel we must bear in 
in imposing this extra 1/4 in the on the corn- 
panics tax. We must also bear in mind as the hon. 
junior member for st. jameS has said, that the people 
who will pay this tax are the shareholders and it may 
happen that after the Income Tax Commissioner has 
receive this tax at 8/- in the pound, a lot of 
these individuals will simply walk back to the Income 
T,, office later and claim all the tax they have paid in 
bcause they will not ranging in the taxable area. 
Another point in connection with this Bill is that if 

reserves are killed and you are going to carry on 
any business, you would have to get help from the 
Government because a company must put by a certsin 
amount of so as to be in a position to be 
brought up to an efficient ~f a company is 
not ,, up to an efficient standard it is of no use to 
the and shmeholders of that company 
would have to use what I would call capital which has 

put aside. I do not see any individual to-day who 
would take any capital which he has in reserve and 
put it in a company which is going to lose money or 
from which he does not expect to receive any dividend. 
Therefore 1 feel that it is most disastrous to enforce 
this Bill on the island. If this island was in a desper- 
ate plight we would have to do as Trinidad has done, 
because if the Government fall then other people 
would also falli but we are not in that position. ~h~ 
T~~~~~~~ has a fair amount of money in it and while 
it is true that money can slip through your hands 
,,,,night, the Government has no occasion to over- 
spend that money. I do not think that it be 
wise to-day for this House to impose this extra tsrx on 
companies because we are not in any desperate plight. 
we must bear in mind that under present conditions 
with trade tax soaring in some districts, the G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  
merit may be faced with the faet that companies may 
not be able to make any money at all. ~f a parochial 
administration h d s  that it needs money owing to the 
social set up and paying in sa nry it would 
be impossible to tax trade ; if you tax the land it 
means that you are killing the individual who is 
not making any money, and if you tax trade 
nothing will be left back for the company or the 
individual. Before we ruin industry in this island 
and then say that we did not take the advice 
of the people form this side of the Table 
I think that we should take the advice of people 
who should know about these matters. I feel that we 
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' should be very cautious in  imposing this increased tax 
' which I am sure is bound to affect small companies. A 
company which has been built up and has a certain 
amount in reserve or has a big turnover will be able 
ti, carry on for a time; but in  t,he case of small eom- 
panies which have been established within the last 
four or five years and which have no reserves, thz 
Government is simply asking them to be extinct. I 
will not say iliuch more now as I think I should re- 
serve further remarks until when we reach the Com- 
mittee stage. Before I sit down let me say that I have 
much pleasure in seconding the motion made by the 
hon. junior member for St. James. I feel that it is 
regrettable for us to have this Bill before us a t  this 
present time when we are not in any disastrous plight. 
As the hon. junior member for St. James has said, 
when you impose this increased tax i t  means that the 
resrrves of companies will naturally be reduced and 
that is bound to create more unemployment. Regard- 
less of what anybody says the companies will be un- 
able to carry on for the benefit of the community. If  
a n  individual is running a business and he realises 
that he is making very little profit he will not go on 
taking risks; he will say : "It is better for me t@ 
leave the business to run  itself ; I will make what I can 
while it is going and when it is doing nothing I will 
let the Government take i t  over." If the Government 
had to rebuild that business they would know what the 
individual would have had to face. 

Mr. GALE : Like other hon. members on this 
side of the Table, I am not in favour of this Bill for 
the reason, as the hon. junior member for St. James 
has said, i t  is a tax on the reserves of companies. All 
the dividends that are paid out are paid to individual 
taxpayers. ~f companies ale propcriy I \xi> t i ~ p y  mnct 
have proper reserves to carry them on; they must have 
a certain amount of undistributed profits. Perhaps 
some of t5~.e small companies will distribdte their 
profits and the Government will not get what they 
think they will get. The hon. senior member for S t .  
Joseph in introducing the Budget told us what a large 
reserve the Government has accumulated; even the 
Government accumulates reserves and they are hitting 
at the reserves that other people are accumulating! 
The hon. senior member for St. Joseph said that he 
wanted to get money while the going was good and 
they would build up reserves. That is an  excellent 
thing to do but why should they stop people who are 
running businesses and who have to import machinery 
from accumulating reserves 9 If people are not allow- 

- ed to put  by reserves, then their businesses will be 
ruined. We are still an agricultural country; we have 

- a large population and our only salvation if we are to 
be able to continue to feed our population is indus- 
trialisation. We find that it is very difficult to emigrate 
people and many schemes have been started in  this 
respect. A few people have been emigrated Surinam; 
a few are emigrating to America and they will be re- 
turning after a few months. If we continue as an  
agricultural community, we want to have emigration 
on a large scale. If the standard of living of our 
population is to be raised-the only way i n  which 8 
small place like Barbados can raise the standard of 
living of the population is by industrialisation. How 
are we going to industrialise the country?-Not by 
levying a high income tax on companies. If you put 
a high income tax on companies, these companies will 
no: start any business and you will not attract capital 
.to this place. What we want to do is to encourage 
capital in this colony; we want to start industries so 
that people can get employment. Instead of increas- 
ing the companies rate, we want to tell capitalists that 
they will be allowed to bring in their machinery free 
f r o 9  Customs duties and to give them a period of ex- 
emption from taxation until they get on their feet. 
That is what has been done in  other West Indian 
Colonies which wanted development; that is what was 
done in countries like Canada, New Zealand and south 

Africa when those countries were being developed. 1f 
the Government want to do something to help the 
population of this island and to raise the standard of 
living here, they have got to encourage capitalists to 
come in  and start new industries where people can get 
employment--not to raise the incorn.: tax on c ~ - n y ,  !i,cs. 
The hon. senior member for St. Joseph mentioned that 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies has said that 
the rates of income tax in these colonies especially in  
Barbados are very low; and he referred to the year 
1938. If a comparison is made in  respect of the rates 
between 1938 and 1948 I do not think that the Secre- 
tary of State wpuld have anything to complain about. 
The rates of income tax have gone up  progressively 
since 1938 and I do not think that any Secretary of 
State for the Colonies could complain that the people 
in  Barbados are not paying their fair  share of income 
tax. I have seen a despatch in which the Secretary of 
State called attention to the rising costs of the admin- 
istration of these colonies; he remarked that he did 
not know how these colonies would be able to go on 
with the rie ng  cost of their administration. Be tb:nlrs 
that the cost of the administration in  these colonies is 
too high. However, I do not want to detain the House 
any longer on this point; I feel that excellent speeches 
have been made and I must congratulate the hen. 
junior member for St. James for  the manner in which 
he has dealt with this matter of increasing the rate of 
income tax on companies (Cheers). 

Mr. SYMMONDS : We are to-day considering 
one of the most momentous and far-reaching Bills 
which have ever been introduced in  this Chamber, and 
I think that if we handle this occasion wisely we might 
yet do a lot of good for  the people of this island. 1: 
believe that the Government is honestly and sincerely 
endeavouring to raise revenue so as to put by reserves 
i n  order to meet the situation when depression comes 
along as i t  certainly will come. These days of prosperi- 
t y  for a few people will not always last. The majority 
of the people of this island have lived in  abject pover- 
t y  with limited opportunities for work and with a feel- 
ing of frustration; every attempt made to better their 
lot in  life is thwarted and offset by seasonal employ- 
ment or permanent unemployment. The situation is 
a dreadful one and if the Government intends to t ry  
to raise revenue so as to initiate social or edacational 
services for the purpose of improving the lot of the 
people, I am prepared to give them full credit for a 
very laudable attempt. This is a question which T 
think should be considered and weighed dispassion- 
ately and whatever conclusions we arrive a t  to-day 
should be absolutely unbiassed, and our conclusions 
should be arrived a t  in the interest of the under-privil- 
eged, of the unemployed and of the thousands of pea- 
plc whom we have vainly been trying to emigrate to 
the United States of America. We have been applying 
to Canada and Brazil and in  respect of the United 
Kingdom we have been told that the situation has not 
C h a ~ e d  in spite of the fact that many loyal Barbs- 
dians .gave up their lives in  the various fighting forces 
during the War. From day to day we come up  
against the unemployed walking the streets of Bridge- 
town. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I do not want to interrupt the 
hon. member but 

Mr. SYMMONDS : I cannot express the way I 
feel about this question of income tax unless I refer 
to the question of unemployment. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member can speak 
generally without going into details. 

Mr. SYMMONDS : The details are interwoven 
with the lives of the people. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member should speak 
generally. 

Mr. SYMMONDs : I do not think that this is a 
debate which we can conveniently shorten; unless we 
express our points of view we cannot arrive a t  the 
very best decision in  this matter. The point I want 



to make is that although we have so many of the un- 
employed who have served the Mother Country during 
the War, we have been told that the position there has 
not been changed. If the Government is attempting 
to raise revenue in  order to initiate social services for 
the relief of the lot of these people, then this is a laud- 
able attempt. I should like to see the interests of un- 
employed Barbadians attended to before those of any 
particular class in  the community or before those of 
any other people i n  the world. As 1 see the position, 
many years ago the neighbouring island of Bermuda 
embarked upon a bold policy; in that country income 
tax was lowered and people were invited to come from 
all over the globe and settle i n  a country which offered 
big advantages by way of income tax. To-day we are 
witnessing the spectacle of unbounded prosperity i n  
that island; we are told that there is no unemploy- 
ment there. As a matter of fact, i t  seems that Bermuda 
would be willing to accept a few Barbadians if we 
would only pursue the point f a r  enough. There are i n  
Britain to-day people who are willing to put  a greater 
distance between their factories and the possibility of 
the flying bomb should hostilities occur in  the near 
future and we should think of this question in  the 
light of the needs of Barbados. We have been vainly 
appealing to other countries to admit our labourers, 
our surplus population, those who work one or two 
days a week, who suffer the pangs of hunger, going to 
sleep without a meal. All of us around this Table have 
time and again expressed sympathy for these people. 
I t  seems to me that the present world situation is a 
mos: favourable one and I think that we should take 
the full step of lowering our income tax rate on com- 
panies and say the industrialists in  England or the 
United States : "In Barbadas you will have exemption 
from income tax for a period and then you will not 
have to pay the same rate as is 'being paid in any 
other country. If you come to Barbados you can 
be assured that the income tax rate here will be 
lower than that  in any other country." In- 
du~triali~sts are not coming to Barbados mere- 
ly for the love of Barbados; today in spite 
of the respect which is held in Britain for Bar- 
badian labour, no sympathy is shown for the needs of 
the unemployed. We should use the present world 
situation, the present desire of industrialists to set 
up industrial concerns in a n  area f a r  removed from 
the immediate centre of the last war. We should 
display our facilities so that in this country 
we might have new industrial enterprises set 
u p  as is being done in  places like Jamaica 
and Trinidad so that many thousands of our unem- 
ployed may find work and thereby give to the1:r chil- 
dren the opportunity when they leave school of going 
:nto some factory to work imtead of becoming casual 
labourers. Instead of having to labour directly in  
agriculture, many a child leaving school would be 
absorbed in !some of these new industnies. I f  we had a 
dozen new factories in this island ~ernpolyin~ 500 peo- 
ple each, we would have 6,000 of our unemployed peo- 
ple with a new sense of living put into their breasts. 
When an unemployed Barbadian gets the opportunity 
of qoing to the United States of America for a few 
years or even a few months, the same man returns to 
Barbados with a different outlook, a different culture, 
a different sense of living and that is the condition 
which it seems that Providence and Destiny have in 
store for us if we would but use the occasion now that 
we are discussing the question of income tax to plan 
boldlv and wisely in the interest of the working peo- 
ple of this island. All of us in  here have, from time to 
timp, professed the desire to raise up  thestandard of 
living of the masses, and we can onlv do that if the 
Government Isponsors the setting. up of new iadu~tries. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member seems to be 
a long time in getting to the particular point of the 

debate ; he is talking about people being unemployed 
but he is not getting to the point relative to income 
tax. 

Mr. SYMMONDS : If we take the bold step of 
lov,eliiig oar income tax as Bermuda did some tlme 
ago eap-cially in relation to complaints I am sure 
that within a short time we will have ~n this 
island as there are in  Trin~dad,  J an:n cu and Puerto 
Rico, new industrial enterprises employing a lot of the 
people whom are now trying our best to emigrate. 
With our favoured and central geographical pou-tion 
in these parts, I see no reason why th: ~ o r t  of Br-dge- 
town should not become the premier port. Any sailing 
vessel losing its way from this island- 

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member is getting on 
to something which really has nothing to do with the 
Bill. I have given him a, certain amount of latitude bu t  
the whole point is i n  connection with the proposed in- 
crease i n  the rate of income tax. This island being 
favourably situated has nothing to do with tile bill. 

Mr. SYMMONDS : This island is favourably 
situated and if we lower our rate of income tax we 
will have done very much. What I wanted to point 
out is that with our favoured geographical position we 
might do here what has been done i n  Singapore and 
Hong Kong. I have been informed that there have 
been applications made to the Government for  the set- 
ting u p  of new industries i n  this colony. Only a short 
time ago I spoke with with a foreigner who assured me 
.hat his company wm willing to establish a factory 
in this  island employing 500 people in the manufac- 
ture of plast:es, and the conditions laid down were 
such that he had to abandon the proposal. 

Mr. SPEAKER : What haa that got to do with 
the question of income tax? 

Mr. SYMMONDS : It is everything to do with 
that question. If our income tax rate were so favour- 
able that a foreign company found that it had to re- 
move from its present position to Barbados-I repeat 
that we might do what Bermuda had done for its 
people in  the realm of tourism. I want seriously to  
suggest to hon. members that if they are interested i n  
the unemployed, the underprivileged in  this colony 
whose life has witnessed a series of frustrated efforts, 
if we want to raise the standard of living i n  this 
colony so that the children who are coming out of 
school can look forward to better conditions, then let 
us seize the present occasion as the beginning of a new 
outlook. We may offer such facilities by way of lower- 
ing the rate of income tax in  respect of foreign com- 
panies that employment might be obtained and a new 
hope given to the many thousands of Barbadians 
in  whom most of us i n  this Chamber are deeply inter- 
ested. For that reason I am going to support the 
motion for the second reading of this Bill with a view 
to deleting Clause 2 and allowing Clause 3 to become 
Clause 2 because while I feel that the allowance of £50 
for dependants is very small, I do not want by reject- 
ing the Bill to prevent those who will benefit by the 
increase in  this allowance from .S40 to £50 from doing 
co. I t  is therefore my intention at  :, later stage to 
move the deletion of Clause 2 of the Bill. 

Mr. HAYNES: I do not want to keep back the 
House, but owing to a certain remark by the honour- 
able senior member for  St. Joseph as regards my ask- 
ing that a Select Committee be appointed to consider 
the Message from His Excellency the Governor in 
respect of- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I s  the honourable member de- 
bating this Bill? 

Mr. HAYNES: Yes, Sir. What I am saying is 
that I am taking an  even view of this matter. It has 
always been put  to me that we should not have evil 
motives. What I see is that if this Bill becomes law 
i t  will not affect companies because they will pass out 
all their money; and a t  the same time I see no hope of 
any new company being floated in  Barbados. It must 
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I 
be r?membered that the day when a man wou'd pull 
out &25,000 or 530,000 to float a compauy has passed. 
hTobody has money on that score now and (industrial- 
isation and so forth has been carried on 
from five, ten, fifticen, twenty or twenty- 
five pound shares collected from various 
people. What I would like the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph to realise-I have said 
i t  often in this House-that i t  is time for the Govern- 
ment to realise that Barbados has no public debt. We 
have £400,000 put to reserve. The neighbouring col- 
ony of Trinidad has $26,000,000 in  loans-just under 
5% million pounds-(A MEMBER: Trinidad needs 
solnebodp to run it.)-and here it is in  this island, 
nothing is done on a, loan but on a cash basis. As I 
often say, a colony should be run  as an  individual. A 
few meetings ago we passed a Bill authorising officials 
to borrow money from the Government for the pur- 
pose of buying motor cars because the officials could 
not pay for these cars out of their salaries a t  one 
time. All these propositions put up  by the Govern- 
ment should be carried out from loan funds, not out 
of the yearly intakes. Posterity is going to benefit 
from these things and why should i t  not have to pay 
for  something ?-Not one generation but probably two 
o r  three generations. To my mind, a Bill of this na- 
ture is going to negative the progress of many new 
projects. The next thing is that this extra money is 
simply going to be refunded a year later by the Gov- 
ernment to the various small shareholders who have 
paid it. (A MEMBER: What is the grouse then?) The 
grouse is that the companies will pay out every penny 
they make and nothing will be left to them. That is a 
serious grouse. I consider, as the honourable junior 
member for St. George has said, that our set-up with 
seasonal occupation will continue to cause trouble in  
Barbados. There is employment only for a few weeks 
and during the remainder of the year there is nothing 
for the people t30 do. You cannot get the standard of 
living raised under those conditions. When a man 
receives his money he spends it, he does not receive 
any a t  times and there is no improvement in  the con- 
ditions no matter how high wages are a t  one time or 
the other. We want some sort of encouragement to be 
given to industrialisation; in  Jamaica, for instance, 
factories were started there and they got freedom 
from income tax and freedom from duty on the impor- 
tation of machinery so that they could put  their house 
in  order before they paid any income tax or duty on 
the importation of machinery. I am told that a lot of 
new industries are being started in Jamaica. I think 
that  this proposed increase in  the income tax rate is 
quite unnecessary; I do not see the good of putting 
more reserves there and nothing is being done. It 
simply makes people believe that a lot of money is 
here, and'when you want things done they cannot be 
undertaken. If there was any activity on the part of 
the Government you would be able to look a t  a Bill of 
this nature impa~tially ; but really not under the pres- 
ent conditions. For this reason I am supporting the 
motion for the rejection of the Bill. 

Mr. LEWIS: I hardly think that there is any 
question by which there could be more bamboozlement 
of the layman than a discussion, in  an  Assembly like 
this, about Income Tax. This Bill has been character- 
ised not only as an income tax increase on companies 
but a killing of initiative, (A MEMBER: It is) and a 
bringing about of unemployment in this colony. The 
truth about the matter is that while this Bill might be 
a misnomer, it is only so because i t  is a tax not on 
income but on net profits; because whereas in 
in the cas? of the individual you tax his income irre- 
spective of his expenses, in the case of the company 
you t3x the net profits. That is to say, you have allow- 
ed for many things ; the company has given its share- 
holders a certain amount of satisfaction, from 
which the Government may get individual in- 
come tax, and the company itself is taxed on 

miis, are known as its net profits. Xow, Mr. 
Speaker, the coinpanies in  this island have for 
many years been placed tin a most fortunate posi- 
tion; apparently the Governments of the past have 
been extremely partial to the companies. But  before 
I make that point, I would like to say that after the 
Budget has been introduced you might say that it 
is wrong to increase the rates existing at that time. 
An argument along that line would naturally get the 
sympathy of persons who have not studied the ques- 
ition a t  all. But we have been told by  the very 
Government which came here in  March and in- 
troduced the Budget, that since then they have 
discovered that their main sources of revenue 
are likely not to yield the amounts for which 
they have budgeted. If that is incorrect I 
would have expected an experienced member like the 
honourable junior member for St. James to iell me 
that they are wrong, and with the time at  his disposal 
and knowing the methods of Government espeala'ly of 
this Government, to have gone around and furnished 
me with proof that they are wrong. If the Govern- 
ment is faced with a deficit in its revenue what is the 
best way under the present conditions for  the Govern- 
ment to recoup itself ? Should i t  increase the rates 
of income tax on persons whose revenue is taxed irre- 
spective of expenditure ? Should it increase the Cus- 
toms duties thereby increasing indirect taxation 
touching as i t  does the rich and poor alike and increas- 
ing the cost of living almost immediately to every class 
in the community C Or  should the Government, faced 
with a deficit in  revenue a t  a time when it is plan- 
ping for the unemployed, etc., tax the profits already 
made and put to reserv'e? I say that when the Gov- 
ernment comes with a proposition like this, i t  is only 
side-tracking the issue and begging the question to say 
that this island is going to s e e r  economic ruin be- 
cause you ask the companies to pay a n  increase of 
1/4 on what are their net profits. And a distinction 
must be made. It is not a case of a company making 
say, £10,000 and income tax is put  on that £10,000; 
the tax is put on what the company has decided to 
put  by as its reserve, and to put  it there whether it 
needs it or not. Let me show you where the compan- 
ies in  this colony have been i n  an  extremely fortunate 
position. The companies' rate has been incorporated 
in the Statute Law of the island and remained static 
for years. It is the individual rate about which the 
individual has been kept anxious year after year and 
far  down into th'e year not to know what he will 
have to pay. Mr. Speaker the war came along and 
ensured to those persons who already had business 
that nobody would come in to compete with them. 
With increased prioes and profit on the percentage 
mark-up taxes, increased profits were made. I n  
many countries of the world including other West 
Indian Islands, an excess profits tax was imposed on 
companies. I n  Barbados no such thing was done. 
(Cries of "Shame ") . I n  enlightened countries which 
were not even affected by any bombing in a country 
like Canada where not one bomb fell, what did they do 
with the companies operating there ? They said to 
them : "You must not only pay a n  excess profits 
tax but we are going to control what you put  to your 
reserve." Do you think that anybody knowing any- 
thing about companies in  here to-day would mention 
such a thing ? These are things which the public 
should know. (Cheers). What were the companies in 
this colony allowed to do, companies that were run  
as family a.ft'airs? A11 the money that they made 
in profits they could put to Reserve, paying their 
Directors, who are all relatives, only a salary. 
And what did they pay on it?-Five shillings in the 
pound at  a time when peoplle were going to lose 
their lives to see these same people maintain their 
large stores. (Crie-, of "Shame"). You will find 
that somle of the people who own these companies 
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and their families never even joined the Volunteer 
Brigade. These are the people who tell you that if 
you increase the income tax rate on companies in 
one year you will ruin them. Mr. Speaker, 
the people who have been elected to this House 
to represent the masses in this colony 
know nothing about buwiness or economics. 
They can be fooled and bamboozled. Some time ago 
an income tax expert was imported into this colony- 
a gentleman named Mr. Howie. It is true that he 
came down to look for a job but did not find 
one big enough. He did not tell us all he should 
have told us, but he pointed out that the com- 
panies rate has not kept pace with the personal rate. 
These people have been able to get away, with murder. 
In a place where you do not control the amount which 
they put to reserve, they can put any amount to 
reserve whether they want it or not; and if you insist 
upon them to distribute money to the shareholders 
it will not have the disastrous effect of which we have 
been hearing to-day. Let us look at the rates of 
income tax. On a taxable income of 52,000 you pay 
down to 7/6 in the pound and on a taxable income of 
$5,000, 11/- in the pound. In enlightened countries 
they have discovered that if the companies distribute 
their profits they are likely to get more out of the 
individual to whom the profits are distributed. We 
know nothing about that in Barbados and the people 
advising the Government are people who are selling 
their brains in the market which can pay the most 
for them. At present they are walking or flying 
about the West Indies trying to fool the Royal Com- 
mission which has been sent out here to enquire into 
the sugar industry. (Laughter). All that is happen- 
ing in a country with no system of public audit and 
now an increase has to be made in the income tax rate 
because the revenue is falling. If honourable mem- 
bers do not believe that and they can prove that it 
is not correct, I will not agree to any increase in the 
rate. But no argument has been brought forward 
by people who could have done so, to prove that the 
statements made by the Government to-day as regards 
the fall in revenue are not true. 

As far as Government reserves are concerned, it i~ 
a recognised fact that you should balance your budget 
every year. Barbados has built up reserves; not only 
the Government but the companies themselves have 
built up big reserves, because the Gwernment has neg- 
lected the inhabitants of the colony and the companies 
have neglected the people by the sweat of whose brow 
they have built up the reserves. That is why there are 
reserves both in the case of the Government and in 
that of the companies. Let us take a look at the activi- 
ties of some of these companies in respect of which 
an increase in the rate of income tax is proposed. 
They are preventing foreign capital from coming 
here ; there was a foreign firm carrying on a dry goods 
business in Broad Street, there was a Barbados flrm 
selling groceries nearby and the foreign firm had 
to leave and let the grocery take over. That is the 
history of foreign capital invested in this country. 
We will be told that we are preventing 
ww companies from operating here, but 
'I fail miserably to appreciate what this proposed 
increase in income tax has to do with foreign corn- 
panies coming into this country. (Cheers). I have 
never been able to appreciate that and I say that, 
the evidence put forward in favour of this Bill has 
been uncontradicted. If you want to assist new com: 
panies to come here, put an Act on the Btatute Book 
to help them. I, personally, do not see the neces- 
sity for that, but put an Act there if you think it 
is necessary to do so. My feeling is that if any new 
business makes money here it is not pioneering and 
it should be e e d .  I, personally, do not see what 
assistance you should give them at all. Apropos of 
that, I would like to mention that I read recently 

that Jamaica which has been so generously inviting 
foreign companies to come in, has been waking up to 
the fact that she should be very careful as to how she 
invites them to come in. The elected representatives 
of the people in Jamaica are fearing that people will 
be put out of work instead of getting employment; 
so that all that glitters is not gold. My theory is that 
British investors are willing to come to the West 
Indies because they are trying to avoid the Labour 
Government in England; and if they find in Barbados 
that the Government will look after the people, they 
will run again because they are out for exploitation, 
An Englishman has gone to Jamaica and found that 
that is so. Therefore I am not so anxious about theae 
things unless I can definitely see what they are and 
who they are. I am quite m e  that there are com- 
panies in this colony with mEcient money that they 
can invest it and develop this place and they refuse 
point blank to do so. When the War came down you 
would have been surprised to see how many compan- 
ies failed to invest money in Barbadoa but they in- 
vested it abroad. (Hear, hear). That is very regret- 
table, in my opinion. We have on the Order Paper 
now a Resolution for a refund of duty on machinery 
coming into this country. What is the history of 
that t These new industries that are in doubt always 
call upon the Government to help them. When there 
was a proposal to produce fuel for the people the 
Government incurred an expenditure of 51,500 and 
we have not had any report about it. However, I am 
told the Government experiment had nothing to do 
with the new fuel making machinery. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable member can 
speak generally on that point but it does not come up 
in this debate. 

Mr. LEWIS : There are still one or two points 
which I want to make. These companies made money 
during the War and changed names overnight; no- 
body knows who they belong to now and perhaps 
it ie a great pity that you cannot make this tax retro- 
spective. I t  is said that the companies pay trade tax 
as well as income tax, but who wants to justify that? 
That is wrong on the face of it but who are the peo- 
ple who Jmpwed this tax?-The people who own the 
companies. They were perfectly willing to work that 
at  one time but now that other people are getting 
into the House, it is a wrong system. They have been 
paying trade tax all along and Mr. Howie could not 
discover the differences between trade returns 
and income tax returns; he WCLS not a Barbadian 
long enough, poor fellow. I fail to see any disaster 
overtaking this colony as a result of an increase 
in this tax on companies and I hope that the 
Government will keep :heir eyes open on com- 
panies which will be vindictive and will say 
that they are failing and that they have to 
dismiss their clerks. Let the Government say to these 
companies : "Give the business to me; I will run it 
in the interest of the inhabitants of the colony". I 
bet you that they will not give it up ; they will import 
lawyers from all over the world to prove what it is 
worth. Let the Government get an inside look a t  
what the companies will spend in the next Election 
and see whether the tax will ruin the country or not. 
(Hear, hear). Let the Government open their ears 
and hear to what I will tell them now; there are com- 
panies in the City of Bridgetown which are prac- 
ticing bribery and corruption by say that they owe 
the clerks an increase but they are not giving them 
any increase until after the Elections. That is com- 
mon knowledge in this place; those are the people 
who are going to be ruined to-day because they are 
asked to pay 1/4 more in the income tax rate so 
as to tide the country over a difficulty. They are 
the people who want a deep water harbour and 
who do not want to pay for it now; they are the 
people who are far-seeing, they want to run the corn- 



786 
- - - - HOUSE 

-- -- --- .-p -- -- - - -- 

try into the sea literally and metaphorically. We hear 
that a lot of things are wanted before this Bill comes 
up and when it come up and asks for taxation to 
augment the revenue of the colony, not from salaries 
or wages but from profits which have been already 
put aside, we hear that the country is going to be 
ruined. What is the explanation for a company 
operating here, losing money and buying the building 
next door? One gave the clerks three months' salary 
as bonus in the previous year, two months' salary last 
year and when a clerk asked them to take something 
out of the reserve and make the bonus the same as 
the previous year he is told : "You are an up-start 
and I will dismiss you." I cannot see how this Cov- 
ernment could raise increased revenue in any equit- 
able way other than that which is proposed here. In  
the past the Government has had as one of its ad- 
visers no less a person than the honourable junior 
member for St. James who has been congratulated so 
much on his speech to-day. In 1945 the income tax 
rates were to be increased; Mr. Howie said that the 
companies' rate should be 6/6 and let lit b p  said for 
the companies, they said that the rate should be made 
618 because it was easier to calculate it. The Govern- 
ment deliberately budgeted for a deficit of t163,OOO 
on the advice which it had then. (Voices: Shame!) 
I t  said that the Customs and Excise duties were fall- 

D man In ing, the companies' rate was going up and th, 
the street had to buy his cigarettes dearer; it was 
characterised as vindictiveness at the time. They end- 
ed up with the biggest surplus which this country has 
ever had, and I am told that it was spite work at that 
time. Now this Government has budgeted for a greater 
capital expenditure than any other Government in 
this country has, done; they are committed to in- 
creased salaries, improved harbour facilities, improved 
educational accommodation ,a revolutionizing of the 
Public Health services of the colony improved honsing 
and an extension of the water supply. Of course, they 
might not do any of these things at all. (Laughter). 
The tenantries, out of which people made money and 
you cannot fbd  any of it now to be taxed, and the 
roads over which the produce of the island passea have 
to be repaired and it is discovered as regards importa- 
tion that a system has been imposed upon us by which 
the goods are not coming down. Rice has to be bought 
in a dearer market and subsidized and therefore the 
Government must have the necessary revenue. They 
have come to you and said that so far as they can see, 
the facts show that there is going to be a decrease in 
revenue, for this year at least. They are asking you 
to pay 1/4 more on the reserves which you have put 
there without any system of enquiry whatever, and 
I say that I would be failing in my duty not to sup- 
port the Government in collecting increased taxation 
in this way. The petition from the Chamber of Com- 
merce has been mentioned and in reading the debate 
which took place on the passing of the Resolution, I 
noticed something which struck me very forcibly. I t  
is this: among other things, I do not know if it is 
legitimate to provide for all those .contingencies in 
your reserve fund, but it is there ln print and the 
Financial Secretary and the Income Tax Commis- 
sioner can say wheth-r that is legitimate or not. What 
is the position ? This Bill is before the people's repre- 
sentatives and the members of the Chamber of Com- 
merce have attempted to intimidate the House by ap- 
pealing to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
What they should have done was to present that peti- 
tion to the Legislature pointing out that the Bill was 
wrong and ask them not to go on with it. That would 
have been the correct procedure to adopt. They say 
they must have money to provide for the payment of 
pensions to their employees. I shudder to think what 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies will think of 
the members of the Chamber of Commerce when he 
starts to make ,enquiries about that matter. A man 
with one hand and with some of his fingers shot off the 

other could still count on his fingers the number 
of those who provide pensions for their employ- 
ees. (Laughter) And those who do get a pension 
cannot receive more than a certain salary at all. 
We have heard from the same Chamber of Com- 
merce about the fhancing of capital expenditure 
from loan funds. Mr. Speaker, when the members 
of the Chamber of Commerce formed the majority of 
the members of this House did they finance many 
things from loan funds ?-Only when it suited them 
and some of them wanted to lend money to the Gov- 
ernment. The debates of this House have not been 
printed for many years; we have only just got the 
debates for 1942 printed and what do you find? You 
find that a former member of this House a promin- 
ent debater in the Other Place, the Hon. J. D.- 
I cannot remember the other initials-saying that 
these things should not be financed from loan funds. 
Now that he has been elevated and is in the forefront 
he says that these things should be financed from loan 
funds. The people who thought that they would have 
to pay a lot of Death Duties say : "We will reserve 
this money for keeping down the expenditure on loan 
funds; we are not paying it out for ordinary current 
things." I do not know what was the object of that- 
I am not in favour of comparing what we should 
levy as a companies' rate with any other West Indian 
Island; we should be able to say what is an equitable 
rate to be levied on persons and companies by way 
of income tax and we should levy a rate so as to raise 
our revenue. I do not like this idea of saying that 
since the companies, rate in Jamaica and Trinidad is 
not more than 8/- or is 8/- if you want 7/- you will 
raise i t  to 8/- or if you want g/-, because they say that 
their rate is 8/- you make yours 8/-. I do not agree 
with that at all. If you follow British Guiana in the 
rate you impose to-day and you say that such and 
such a percentage of our revenue must be for thia 
purpose and such and such a percentage must be for 
that purpose, what percentage of our revenue will be 
used for keeping the sea out of Barbados? We have 
problems different from those of other colonies; and 
whereas they have levied an excess profita tax on the 
companies, in Barbados we have not done so. I sin- 
cerely hope that the employees of this colony will not 
be fooled by the argument that they will be dismissed 
or that unemployment will be rampant if the com- 
panies have to pay this additional 1/4 in the income 
tax rate. That would be vindictiveness of the worst 
kind and it may be a boomerang which will recoil on 
the heads of the people who started it. I hope that 
the people of this colony with a sound realisation of 
their responsibility will see that the people who have 
been allowed to carry on trade and make profits out 
of it do pay their fair share of the taxation of 
this colony; and whatever retaIiation they may put on 
the people I hope that it will be met with resolution. 
I have come to what I speak of as a threat-a threat- 
ening disaster to this colony-and for the purpose of 
seeing that people keep on the right side I will say 
something about Trinidad, St. Kitts and Antigua. I 
do not know if it is the case with Jamaica, but I 
know it is not the case with British Guiana. I would 
like the honourable senior member for St. Joseph in 
his reply to state defhitely for the information of 
this House and the people of this colony whether all 
or any of the sugar cess funds are going to be exempt 
from income tax this year. Mr. Speaker, I have been 
told that it is the intention of this Government or of 
the Administration that the sugar cess funds are not 
going to be taxed. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Is that the matter of the debate 
before the House ? 

Mr. LEWIS : Oh yes, Mr. Speaker; we are lay- 
ing a rate on companies and if they are sugar fac- 
tories and any part of their income is being exempted 

1 from this tax, I think that I am entitled to ask about 
it. 
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Mr. SPEAKER : There is nothing in this Bill 
in connection with that. 

Mr. LEWIS : I have made enquiries and I have 
been told that these funds are said to be not taxable. 
The factories affected by this Bill have the sugar cess 
funds put aside. 

Mr. SPEAKER : This Bill does not deal with 
that. I t  deals purely with an increase of the rate 
of income tax on companies. 

Mr. LEWIS : I am speaking about a part of the 
national income in this colony which I think the Gov- 
ernment intends to exempt from taxation very 
wrongly. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I think the honourable member 
is out of order. If that portion of the income is sub- 
ject to income tax it will be taxed if the House agree 
to that, or it may not be taxed at all. The whole 
point is whether the income tax on companies should 
be increased or not. 

Mr. LEWIS: On the occasion when the 1948 cess 
was created the question was raised and in the Other 
Place a prominent member of the Government said 
that he had discussed the question- 

SPEB;E(ER: The honourable member quoted 
the Other Place just now; don't let us go on with 
that. 

Mr. LEwIS : There are two mattea w.th which I 
like to deal now and the first is that of in- 

dustrialisation. I heard the honourable senior 
member for St. Joseph say .that he was approach- 
ed, or the Government was approached and the 
matter was referred to him, by gome persons 
who intended to here and On some in- 
dustry, and he gave them every assurance 

"We You from this 
and make a On and the honour- 
able member said categorically that he heard nothing 
more from the people. What is it that these people 

That is the question. The Ones were 
invited did not come but we hear that potentially 
there are a lot of people who are willing to come. If 
new companies are willing to in, I will say this ; 
I am willing to consider the matter and if necessary, 
put a special Act On the Statute to them 
just as other places have done. There was introduced 
in this House a Bill to assist the Hotel industry; but 
what has become of I bd that these 
companies which are going to be ruined this tax, 

all the and them. some of 
them which pay their clerks the most wages 

bd Out of their reserves to the 
for any of money. There is 

fa l lac~  which I want to menti0n here the purpose 
of drawing it to the attention of those who might have 
been unthinking enough to swallow it. It is this: in 
the petition of the Chamber of Commerce I have 1 
found it mentioned that this increased taxation is 
going to have tendencies. I not 
know what that means. What I should like to say 
is this; if you allow the big companies and the 
big corporations to do as they like with their profits, 
they are the people who will land and bddin@; at 
fabulous prices and that will cause inflation (Cheers). 
When the Government is faced with an emergency 

aent has had to interfere with things with which it 
would have been better for it if it did not have to in- 
terfere with them, I mean they may have had greater 
success if the Government did not interfere. I feel 
therefore that the Government is becoming increas- 
ingly responsible for the people of this country in 
common with the Governments of other countries. 
When you mechanise the sugar industry, when you 
increase machinery in any way, what do you do 1 You 
take the old people whom you had working with you 
and throw them out like the old machinery. Well, the 
Government has to provide almshouses for the people 
who are decrepit and they have to find work for those 
who say that they will work and for those who try to 
get work and cannot get any. If people make out a 
case that they cannot get work, the Government will 
have to find work for them or they will have to insti- 
tute a dole whether it is money or food. How is it that 
companies could, from time immemorial, shirk their 
responsibility? When people get too old to give 8 or 
12 hours a day work all they think of doing is 
substituting other people for them. The people 
do not get the assistance with which they should 
be provided. 1 think that the Government is right- 
IY taxing these people who have been ~ r i v i l e ~ e d  
to carry on their business in their way. The 
(kwernment have reduced some of the personal income 
tax rates and they have restored the allowances which 
previous ~0~(3Xlments have taken off- Considering 

the facts which have been  controverted by 
people whom I thought would have been able to make 
out a better case, I am obliged to support this Bill this 
dternoon in the interests of the inhabitants of this 
colony who are clamouring more and more for Govern- 
ment assistance. I know that there a lot of hon. mem- 
bers who want to speak on this Bill; some of them 
really have nothing to say until somebody else says 
something, so I hope that I have given d c i e n t  for 
them to attempt to justify their election to the Home. 
I defy them to contradict or controvert one argument 
that 1 have brought forward here this aftemoon. The 
only alternative to raising revenue in this colony by 
taxing the profits which have been already made is to 
tax the people food and their wearing apparel or 
something of that kind and increase the cost of living. 
If you hear that the mark-ups have been cut down and 
the profits regulated, there is a snag in that. We hear 
stories of people going into the stores and being so 
foolish that they are offered a piece of cloth at  4/6 a 
yard; they have money from the United States of 
America and they refuse the cloth, and when they are 
offered similar cloth at l()/- a yard, that is what thewv 
want. There are stories about the price of shoes being 
too low and of importers buying the shoes at a higher 
price so as to make more profit. 

M,. sPxAKER : Is that an argument in favour 
of increasing this 

Mr. LEWIS : Increased profits are being made 
and we are levying income tax on increases made by 
that method. (cheers). 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I congratulate the hon. 
jullior member for the city on excellent speech 
which he h= made. 1 shall be very brief I just want 
to say ,.hat the of collected from cnstoms 
for period from april to J-, the bt of 

like say a War they must tax people heavy be- the year, is over $770,000 less than what was collected 

for the Colonies does not need any advice on that 

l 
you leave the in their that last year. The amount of Excise duty collected for 

causes idation. Of course, the Secretan of State the same period is over less than what was 

matter ( ~ ~ ~ ~ h t ~ ~ ) .  At least, 1 hope he does not. collected last year and that makes a total of 
I am supporting this  ill on the ground that the ;E79,000 less collected from Customs and Ekcise for 
Government has budgeted for a great expenditure One quarter. There are four quarters in a year and 
in the colony; as everybody in this Rouse admits, m- four times that amount will make S16,000 which 
employment is rampant, emigration is needed and to we expect h receiw from Customs and ~ x c i s e  less 
whom are the people looking? They are looking to the than what we have been receiving. That is all I want 
Government. With certain people getting into this to say. 
House and you ask employers for more money, they Mr. MOTTLEY : Mr. Speaker,-This debate has 
tell you : ((Go and let Mr. Adams give it to you." been carried on without any personalities and I hope 
That is what people are doing to-day and the Govern- it will continue in that manner. (Cheers). It is a de- 
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bate in which every honourable member who takes 
part expresses the point of view which he holds and 
which he sincerely believes to be true. I believe that 
the Government has the best intentions in its attempt 
to raise revenue in this way but although 1 believe 
those intentions to be good, yet it still remains for me 
or any other member of this Chamber to actually show 
whether or not the Government is justSed at this 
time in asking for this increase in revenue. I am one 
of those who believe that such capital expenditure as 
has been envisaged in fie ten-year-development plan 
or in connection with other large schemes for social 
improvement in this colony should be met from loan 
f-&. I do seriously believe that and I shall never 
change my mind in that respect and there are honour- 
able members who, at one time, also held that view but 
who, to-day, are telling us that they think differently 
about the matter. Of course, human nature is subject 
to change and there is that possibility that as the years 
pass on, many of us might see the necessity for chang- 
ing our views on particular matters. Now, Mr. Speak- 
er, what I have been able to gather in my diligent 
search for my facts is that the several funds which 
the Government has in hand amount to a total of ap- 
~roximate '~ $8,000,000. '0' a small country 1'" Bar- 
bad08 One might say that that so& well and, 
it does sound well. At the same time it might be 

that that amount is rather small when the capi- 
tal expenditure required for the carrying out of the 
social improvements of which the inhabitants of this 
island are so much in need is envisaged but I have 
already suggested that capital expenditure for such 
schemes should be met from loam over a long period, 

of 8/- in the pound brings this island into line with 
lrmaau and l am wondering if this Government 
would also brlng tnis island into line with Trlnidad 
by mcreasmg the allowan- to married and sing16 
men to $300 and rewctively. 

Mr. SPEAKBR: That i s  in relation to the 
rates. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I know that, Sir, but I crave 
your indulgence to make compari*on between the 
BLLowances m Trinidad and the allowances in Bar- 
bados. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think I can give 
the honourable member the latitude for which he is 

because the Income Tax Bill which deals with 
the rates on the incomes of individuals has been 
already passed. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: As I was saying, this Bill 
proposes to increase the allowance for dependents 
to 550 but in Trinidad it 1s as much as B50 whjch 
assisb perso- to give their children an 
up to the University standard, if posible. Imagine 
an I~~~~~ T~~~~~~~ in this island keeping a child 
at today on $50 a year! You might mme 
that some people keep their children at school on 
less t b  fi0 a year; that is but those people 
are not in the categories of persons who pay Income 
Tax. My argument is th t  if You 'are going to make 
comparison in one respect, YOU Should also make i t  
i n  the other respect. You know, Mr. Speaker, 
I will express my view on any matter and even the 
members of this side of the table might not l,ke 

so that posterity might assist in paying for some of what I say now. If this increase in the tax on 
the amenities which it will be enjoying. I agree with I companies is passed$ is going to cause, in my opin- 
my colleague when he said that it is regrettable that ion, a lot of bwinesses to be over-cap;ltalized and that 
at the time when the Central Road Board came into I is putting it mildly. If honourable members undfr- 
being, advantage was not taken then of floating a 
proper loan. If that had been done, 
ments would not have been neglected as they are to- 
day and several other things that have been left un- 
done year after year would have been done. As I said, 
the reserve funds of this colony total about $8,000, 
000; the colony,s debt is slightly over -g600,000 and 
its sinking funds to meet that debt are over $200,000, 
leaving a net debt of over $300,000. Now, the first 
question one has to ask oneself is this: HOW are the 
funds at the disposal of the Government-whether 
this Government or past Government+invested or 
are they invested at all?" If the Government comes 
to this Legislature with a proposal to tax any section 
or all classes of the community, it should be able to 
justify its action by the fact that the funds which it 
has in hand are properly invested. Any honourable 
member who thinks in terms of busi~ess-and one 
must think in terms of butsiness if one 
must think in terms of administration-would say 
the Government: "If you are entrusted with funds 
over and above a certain amount, before You Can con- 
vince us of the necessity for more money to carry on 
the administration you must satisfy us that those 
funds are invested." I defy anybody 
contradict what I am now going to say. The Govern- 
ment has lying idle in the Bads f324,151 and in the 

of the Groan £836,512. those 
funds ben ,invested in 3% tish Savings ~~~d~ 
for +.he period of seven years during the War, the 
Government would have obtained over £100,000. But, 
Sir, that has not been the case. Now, during the course 
of this debate, comparison has been made between the 
rate of tax on companies in Trinidad and in Barbados. 
In  this Bill, provision is made for increasing the al- 
lowance for dependents from £40 to £50 and I am 
very glad to see that the Government has, in this re- 
spect, acted upon the suggesbion contained in an Ad- 
dress which I have on the Order Paper, seeking to 
have the allowances for single and married men 
respectively increased. It has been said that the rate 

stand exactly what 1 mean or even appreciate it, 
they will ask themselves thitS question; how maqv 
companies have we got in this country which, 
truth and in are really eompaniaj and 
how many are private mat I 
fear is that that the object which Bill seeks to 
achieve will not be achieved. I ,feel that direct taxa- 
iton-income tax-is the fairest tax on earth, though 
no one likes to pay taxes. I always agree that the 
Government Should have a reserve, however much 
we might argue that it is illegal. If I ran a busi- 
ness I would like to know that I have a reserve and 
any Government should know that it has a reserve. 
I am not criticizing this Govwnment for having this 
reserve of over $8,000,000 but I am criticizing it for 
not having put its house in order by investing part 
of the reserve. If Mr. Speaker, I believed in the 
policy that all these stupendous capital works shou'rl 
)be met from current expenditure I would unhesitat- 
ingly give my vote in favour of this Bill. We hear 
a lot of talk about a deep water harbour. Who could 
fool me that this colony could a de~pwatel- 
harbour ,scheme without floating a loan? people jn 

this colony have different opinions as to how Capital 
works should be financed and I have heard some 
verv sound buqinessmen in this colony amee with me 
that capital works should be finmc9d from b n s .  1 
cannot support the passing of this Bill hut hope 
that that mould not prevent Governmrnt from 
com;n,rr back with a Bill to increase the allowances 
for married and sinde men who pav income tax. 

Mr. CRAWF'ORD: So far, both the opponents 
and the proponents of this Bill have admitted the 
equity of income tax. The representatives of the 
wealthv on mv lefe (Mr. MOTTLEY: Do YOU mean 
me?) I said the representatives of the wealthy on rnv 
left. They have based their o~position not on senti- 
ment but on certain facts and fimres which they have 
presented. That is what the proponents of the Bill 
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will have to answer. I want to conc:rn myself for a (few 
moments with some of the arguments advanced by the 
Qovernment spokesman, to correct some misapprehen- 
oions under which the Government seems to be labour- 
ing and to tell the full truth of some of the hslf trnths 
which have been told. When I shall have done that, 
then I will return to the merits or the demerits of the 
Bill itself. To begin with, we have been told that the 
reasons which have led to the introduction of this Bill 
aw (l) the of a short crop this year and (2) 
a drop in Customs revenue. The honourable junior 
member for St. John actually rose to say that so far 
this year the receipts from Customs for the three 
months specifled were £70,000 less than they were for 
the corresponding period last year. There are two 
reasons for that. The fist is that last year was an 
abnormal year for receipts from Customs; in faet 
with regard to the £331,000 excess revenue which we 
collected last year over and above the original estim- 
ate, the greater part came from Customs revenue; so 
that the mere fact that the three months' period this 
year has yielded £70,000 less than the corresponding 
period last year is no point in favour of the position 
adopted by the Government spokesman today. More- 
over-and 1 hope to labour this point later on-the 
drop in Customs revenue is due to a position to which 
no attention has been paid at  all today, and which is 
far more important than everything we have consid- 
ered so far today. Some time last year the honourable 
senior member for Joseph and I were among those 
who were His Excellenc~ the Oovernor 
to sit as members of a Committee with a view to giving 
effect to the instructions of ~i~ ~ ~ j ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~  G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  
merit in the united Kingdom that there should be a 
restriction of imports including imports from the ster- 
ling; area to minimum essentialrJ having regard to the 
Message from the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
which was published in August last year. The Mem- 
orandum which accompanied the statement of our 
terms of reference also had appended to it a statement 
from the Secretary of State for the Colonies in which 
he pointed out certain ways in which the Colonies 
could help Great Britain in her present crisis. They 
were enumerated as follows: (1) By not importing 
more than they can pay for with current earnings 
and, whenever possible, by confining imports to a 
level below that of their actual earnings; (2) BY no 
unnecessary expenditure in American dollars; (3) By 
exercising, under current conditions, the greatest pos- 
sible economy in imports from any part of the world, 

the area and (4) BY an 
increase in production. Those were the ways enum- 
erated by the Secretary of State in which he suggested 
that the Colonies could help Great Britain. What has 
happened is that we have agreed to an appreciable 
reduction of imports into this colony in order to assist 
Great Britain in her cirsis. I t  is therefore not strange 
to hear that the colony is yielding an appreciable sum 
less in Customs revenue than was yielded last year. 
~h~ point is that if in this colony where there has 
been a shortage of essential supplies during the 
war years and where people are 
now from a shortage of essential 
commodities which were not available at 
all, and we go further and restrict our imports even 
below our actual earnings for another year, is it not 
plain even to the blindest or the most obstinate that 
we are going to disastrously affect our own economic 
pmition and that when we have finished assisting 
Great Britain we shall find ourselves a pretty kettle 
of fish 8 I have ju~st been reminded that the revenue 
f r m  Cnstolas lmt year was 5180,.000 over the 
original estimate; but I want to insist 
on the fact that we must pay attsntion 

the position in which me finit ourselves 
at the request of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies when paying attention to the eventual 
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repercussions on our financial position. We have 
also been told that the introduction of this Bill 
to-day is due to the fact that we had a fairly short 
crop. We knew since last year that we would have 
ii short crop ; we knew that even before we agreed 
to import lea  items from Great Britain. Has there 
been any pmt8St on part of the Qovernment to 
the e ~ e c t  that Imperial Government should 
review the pasition to-day eapeciauy bearing in mind 
that & cos$ of articles imported from Great 

is, in some cases, 400% more than 
that of similar articles imported from outside 
the We might raise this tax 
to 18/- in the pound, but we Pay due 
atbention to this important phase of the quest.on, 
we shall find.that after we have collected all we can 
from the available businesses in the City, we will 
collect £200,000 instead of S90,000 less in  customs 
revenue over a given perriod than last year or in 
previous yearn. Either the British Government, 
should be asked to pedress the situation with regard 
to import restrictions or- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the honourable 
member has said a lot on that point. He h reall;p- 
go;ng into the question as to where our imp or^ 
should come from and he is not dealing with 
Bill. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I am sure that Your Hon- 
our will appreciate the fact that one of the reasons 
for the introduction of this Bill is that the 
from Customs is less than they were before, and I 
am saying that we should have the situation redressed 
O r  take steps to make it possible for us to 
essential commodities from whatever source we can 
get them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is that any point in connec- 
tion with the debate on this Bill? 

Mr .CRAWFORD : It is a very important point. 
Mr. SPEAKER: It might be an important 

point but not one which you can raise in a debate 
on this particular Bill. 

Mr. CRAWORDl: I t  is merely a question of 
adopting a proper or an improper policy. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member can 
bring up t b  question of policy in another debate but 
not in this debate. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I think that I have said 
enough to show that we are going to find that, our 
yield from C-toms will be appmcidblY low as long 
;2s the present policy continues. The senior member 
for Christ Church has that ae step taken in 
respect of this Bill was taken so as to bring Barbados 
into line with Trinidad and British Guiana; and the 
senior member for St. Joseph moved the 
reduction of the amount originally proposed %ei?ause 
he wants to bring the proposed rate into line with 
Trinidad and British Guiana. Now what is the posi- 
tion in 'l'rinidad? They weye faced with a big 
deficit last year and it was proposed to balance iht? 
Budget placing a cess on oil. The motion was 
defeated in Council and as a final recourse to balance 
the Budget it was proposed to increase the rates 
of income tax to the present f i ~ r e  for One Year- 
Although it & true to say that the rate is now higher 
than ours, I merely want to point out for the sake of 
clarifying the record that Trinidad differs from Bar- 
badm in that the majority of big companies which 
operate there are foreign companies. When, as we did 
here this year, Trinidad adopted the new s;ysbPm of 
collecting income tax, that meant that they would 
get the full rate of the income tax collecwd in the col- 
ony and the large amounts Collected from f o r e i ~  
com~anies would not KO abroad hitherto 
ko that even if thepp is jusbification for ~ n t t i n g  
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Our rate to -da~  a t  the same figure as the 'l'rini- / in those countries, 'but they do not know everything 
dad rate, i t  is important to point out that the con- 
ditions which exist in Trinidad arc dinerent tlom 
those which exist here, and the reasons for making 
the Trlnidad rate what it is today are entirely differ- 
ent from any reasons which have been advanced in 
this Chamber today. Moreover, before the Trinidad 
Government incremed their rate to the present figure, 

passed a Bill in the Legislature in which special 
exemption was given to new industries. The new 
industries were allowed exemptions from income tax 
for a number of Years and they were allowed to 
port machinery and raw materials duty free. Placed 
on the Statute Books of Trinidad Y ~ U  will all the 
conditions under which new industries can be started 
without the obstacles and the obligations which people 
have to face in this colony. I n  addition to that, 
also passed in ~ r i n i d a d  was a Bill known as an Aid 
to Industries Bill. Entirely apart from special in- 
come tax exemption, entirely apart from the duy- 
free allowances machinery and raw materlaLs, 
Trinidad passed an Aid to Industries Bill in which 
even existing business houses> when they are going 
to expand premises Or when new businem premises 
are going to be built7 the pro~rietors are allowed 
certain facilities ~ j y  way of income tax exemptions 
and I commend the action of Trinidad to this 

tiley should know. What is the position in Barbados P 
are in the position of assisting in- 
dustrial development here? Does there exlrjt 
the necessity for granting concaslons to 

to come In and awlst in the development of 
the colony? ~h~ senior member for ~ t .  joSeph said 
that it was a deliberate lie to say that the Govern- 
ment has been approached by foreign companies ask- 
ing to be allowed to come in and do business here. 
saJ,,, the senior member for st. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ h :  "only one 
firm has approached the Government." This is the 
first time that I have sat in this C h a d r  and heard 
a lColonial Secretary in this colony being called 
a deliberate liar for the simple that the state- 
l:lent that foreign firms have asked the Government 
fo, perm,sion to come here and start industries was 

'by the Colonial Secretary in the Other Place 
as a of a debate on industrial development 
initiated by Hon. Frank: Hutson. I n  the course of 
that debate the Colonial Secretary said this: ' 'on 
many occasions the &verment has been advised that 
the introduction and fostering of new industries is 
essential to the welfare of the colony. There have 
also been," said that colonial Secretary, "enquires 
from Great Britain and elsewhere with a view to 
setting up industries in Barbados.,, Now the senior 

Government and ask them to get a "py of the member for St. Joseph gay,, that the Colonial Secre- 
new Aid to Industries Bill which was passed last year tary is a deliberate liar; well, I prefer to think that and which is of further assistance to the industrial the Colonial secretary spoke the truth. We know 
development of the colony. After those things were that within the last twelve months the Government 
done then and then did Trinidad proceed to has been approached by more than one representative 
raise the rate of income tax to the same rate as oh- of foreign firms which are willing to come here and tains in kg;land, and even then it was only for a year- establish industries if the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ f i ~  would And what has been the result? The result has been the same concessions which Trinidad, British auiana 
that though the new rates are high, the Aid to In- and Jamaica are I am sure that the 
dustries Bill has given such a fillip to industrial ex- colonial Secretary would be interested to hear hirn- 
pansion that all the business firms which have to pay self called a liar by a member of the Government who 
an income tax rate of 9/ -  in the pound are knows that it is not true to say that only one person the profits which they are allowed to spend in build- asked the (lovernment to be set up ing new busin- premises. I n  almost every street new industries here. The senior mem'ber for St. 
in Port-of-Spain today construction work is going Jweph went on to wy that the sense of so+ jnstice on so that carpenters and IIlmons and in this comtrg is apparently so dead that the ap- 

are getting work t' do. Now what peal for co-operation would fall on deaf ears: that is 
is the position with regard to British Guiana? of course, with reference to increasing the income 

have already quoted in this that last year rate this year. 1 should like to say that my remarks 
in presenting the lBudget to the Legis1ative at this are nothing to do yet with the Bill itself; 
Council the Governor of British Guiana declared I am merely trying to point out the fallacv of the 

regards new these position adopted by the Government spokesman and 
mining and forestry development and development to make i t  plain to the Government that whether 
of secondary industries-that the Government will thev have a case or a bad one, they should not 
seek their approval of substantial C O ~ C ~ S S ~ O ~ S  with present it badly. Only last week the senior member 
regard to income tax and is also prepared to grant for St. Joseph declared when the Government want- 
relief in respect of Customs duties on imported ed to subsid;se rice at a given emre that thel, would 
material and in order to stimulate the make an apDcal to the wealthy claqlzs to hp th? more prowth of these new industries and give them practical expensive rice.- assistance in the early and risky stages of their 
rstablishment. Tn other ~ r d s .  the Governor of Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that the 

Rritiqh Guiana made it emphatic to the Legislature Oumble member can refer to that' 
that while they needed revenue and thev were aoina Mr. CRAWFORD: What I want to find out 

to it from the hsineqs which is being is this; how is i t  that the sense of social justice in 
on in the country thev would also grant certain the community can be SO dead this week when it 
concessions which would assist in increasing the was so much alive a week ago? If a week a* 
national income and ptovide work for People. you could ask the rich to buy the expensive rice 
The local Government is s a ~ n p  that thev are and thev would do that, how is it that their sense 
taking steps to follow Trinidad and British mans. of social jusbiCe has become so dead within seven 
I repeat; the senior member for Chrirt Church asv-9 9 TO continue .nith what I saying, the 
actuallv said that they were t&nq steps to bring Government spokesmm declared that a long 
this colony into line with Trinidad and British tkne we have. been told that O W  rates of income 
Guiana, and the senior member for St. Joseph actual- tax are too low. *S a, matter of the honuuF 
ly moved a red'uction of the oriPinal fiwrt. because able junior member for the City actually quoted 
he mid that he W% hrinrrine. this colony on a par from Mr. Howie's %port. m. FIowie reported in 
with the Trinidad and British Guiana rate. Of '1944 {that the rates of income tax W e  to0 low 
course they know somethine of what is happening and he went on to suggest that the companies 
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rate should be placed at 6/6 in the pound. That il on the word of the Colonial Secretary that en- 
was his Report. The rate was made 6/8 because quiries have been made from Great Britain and 
we were told that that was a better figure with elsewhere with a view to setting up industries in 
which to deal. We brought out an expert who told 
us what the rate shouldbe, and it was decided ill 
the year 1944 a t  the West Indian Confwence which 
was held in Banbados that West Indian Colonial 
Governments should make their economic policies 
attractive to industrialists from outside who might 
be willing to come in and invest some money in the 
Colonies and develop new industries if they were en- 
couraged to do so. Honourable members will re- 

that since last year I raised the question 
In this House and in February this year 1 initiated 
a debate calling on the Government to declare its 
policy with regard to attracting new industries to 
Barbados. Only in June this year a representative 
of Pmlds, a big textile firm in Europe, came to 
Barbados and actually arranged for putting down 
a textile plant here. He arranged for a site at 
Waterford to put down a factory and he also 
arranged lease +the building in Lower Broad 
Street at present occupied by the Biscuit Factory in 
orde~ to train workers until the plant was finished. 
P ~ o l d s  were willing to buy land if necessary in this 
colony, to grow their own cotton in ender to manu- 
facture shirts, underwear and hosiery at a reasonable 
rate forl the people of this country. What bap- 

this colony. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is 

not dealing with the question of income tax. 
Mr. CRAWFORD : The honourable senior 

member for St. Joseph has said that the Govem- 
ment has done everything that other West Indian 
Colonies have done in order to attract new indus- 
tries. He said that this Government has done 
nothing less than what other countries have done 
SO as to attract new industries; but they have done 
nothing in comparison with what other countries 
have done to attract new industries, 

Mr. SPEAKER: If the House feel that way, 
they can raise the whole matter in an Address, but 
I do not think that it can be done in a, debate on 
this Bill. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: All I am saying is that 
the Government spokesman has said that they are 
following other colonies in fixing the income tax 
rlate and we are saying that these colonies have 

done things to attract industries, 
Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is 

quite in order to bhow that this Government h= 
not kept in line with other Governments but he 
need not go to any great length to show that nothing 

me that- 
Mr. SPEAKER: Is that to show that what is 

not being done here is done in other countrim? 
Mr. cRAWFOR;D: So far I have been to 

make my remarks relevant, and long as I remain on 
my legs I will make them relevant. 

M!!. SPEAKER: The whole point is in con- 
nection with the raising of the income tax. 1s the 
honourbale member showing that what is taking 
place elsewhere iq not taking place here? I think 
he has mentioned that. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Precisely. 1 was saying 
that only yesterday an engineer who works at BDW- 
manston Factory told me that he came to Bridge- 
t.crwn to buy a pair of pyjamas and he was charged 
$13 for them at Fogarty's. Is it fair to the people of 
this colony who are working for small earnings to be 
compelled to buy hosiery, shirts and so on, manufac- 
tured abroad, at these exorbitant prices when with a 
little assistance from the Government these articles 
oould be manufactured in the colony and sold to the 
people ait a much cheaper rate? Moreover, very 
often these srticle~, are in short supply in Bridge- 
!town. When you want a pair of socks all pon can 
get is a pair for 5/- or 6/-; all the cheap ones are 
pone. If we were doing what British Guiana, 
Jamaica and Trinidad are doing, these articles 
could be produced here in Barbados; and we have 

Nr. CRAWFOED: I know the Rule and I am 
quite willing to run the risk. &garaeas of the 
merits on demerits of thc Bill, I want to utiliw this 
0pportuni:y to make it perfectly plain to the people 
of this colony that the present policy of the Gov- 
ernment will lead us into further disasters: than 
those in which we now are. As an essential pre- 
12quisite to this Bill, this Governunent should have 
taken certain steps. If the income tax rate in this 
colony approximates that, say, of Great Britain which 
is already industrialized, and we have taken no 
steps in the first place to attract people to come 
here and start industries, we shall h d  ourselves not 
only without any Customs revenue, but with few com- 
nlercial firms to pay taxation, with no industrial 
c!evelopment, we will be compelled to import goods for 
which we have not got the money to pay m d  the 
colony will be in complete bankruptcy. I beg to move 
that the debate on this Bill be now adjonmed. 

Mr. DOWDING : I beg to second that. 
Mr. COX: I suggest to honourable members 

that they should not agree to the motion for the 
adjournment of this debate. After all, we have 
remained here for the whole day and we have lis- 
tened to very 1ength.v speeches bp honourable mem- 
bdrs whether they know anything about the Bill 
or not. From the attitude of the honourable sen- 
ior member for St. Philip, it is clear that he is 

pr-ned? We spent about two hours with the repre- ' has been done in comparison with what has been 
sentative one afternoon and he told us that he had done by other Governments. 
heard no statement as to whether or not the Govern- l Mr. C W B O R D :  There is no Act on the 
ment would give the same concessions as Trinidad Statute Book which would show that we have taken 
and Jamaica were giving him. He produced samples 
of shirts and underwear which are sold far one 
quarter of the price at which those articles are now 
sold in Barbado?. I waq told about two weeks ago 
that ~asolds would be putting down a plant 
Trinidad, and we b o w  that Jamaica knitting mills 
are producing shirts, hosiery and vests in Jamaica 
with cotton imported from our ~otton-spinning plant 
and that those commodities are shipped back hem to 
be sold to the people of this colony. Yesterday 
aftexnoon an engineer who works at Bowmanston 
Flacta@ in St. John came to my office and told 

the steps which other colonies have taken. 
Mr. SPRAKm: I am only trying to shorten 

the number of instances you are giving. 
Mr. CRAWFOFLD : I can appreciate. that Your 

Honour is tired after a full dayTs debate, and if i t  
is Your HonourTs desireI can assure that I 
have only made one half of the remmb which I 
intended to makewe can adjourn if an honowable 
member wiU make the motion for the adjournment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: YOU can make the m&ion 
yourself, but I would call your attention to ~~l~ 
142. 



attempting to assist the members of the Electors' 
Association- 

?&-. CRAWFORD: I cannot have the honour- 
able member who is incapable of following the de- 
bat+ 

Mr. SPEAKER : The honomable senior mem- 
ber for St. Michael can only speak on the motion 
for the adjournment of the debate. 

Mk. COX: I was merely counselling the hon- 
ourable member to have the decency like the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. James to allow the 
motion for the second reading of the Bill to be 
put  to the vote instead of attempting to filibuster 
the (Bill. 

The question that the debate on this Bill be 
now adjourned was put  and resolved i n  the affirma- 
tive, the division being as follows:- 

Ayes: Dr. WILSON, Messrs. SYMM%DS, 
BRANCKER, C-FORD, GARNER; MOTTLEY, HAYPU'ES, 
DOWDINQ, G m ,  S. A. WALCOTT, WFLKINSON and 
117ARD.12. 

Noes: Messrs. SMITH, HTJSBANDS, F. L. WAG 
COTT, COX, FOSTER, MOP,  IS, TALYA, ADAMS, 
RUCKMAN and DR. CUMMINS.-11. 

and the words "Tuesday next at  12 o'clock noon" be 
inserted in place thereof. 

Mr. HAYNES : I beg to second that. . 
Mr. SPEAKER:  A motion has been made that 

this House do now adjourn to Thursday next at 12.30 
pm. An amendment has been moved that the words 
"Thursday next a t  12.30 p.m." be deleted in order 
to insert the words "Tuesday next a t  12 o'clock 
noon." The question is that the words proposed to 
be deleted stand part of the motion. Honourable 
members in  favour of that will please say "Aye", 
those against will please say "No", I think the r. 

" Noes " have it. 
A division was taken as follows :- 
Ayes : Messrs. SMITH, HUSBANDS, F. L. W~LCOTT, 

COX, FOSTER, MAPP, LEWLS, TALMA, ADAMS, BLACK- 
MAN and Dr. 'CUMMINS-11. 

Noes : DR. WILSON, Messrs. SYMMONDS, BRANCKER 
CQAWFORD, GARNER, MOTTLEY, HAYNES, DOWDING, 
GALE, S. A. WALCOTT, WILKINSCIN and  WARD--^^. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been decided 
jn the negative eleven honourable members voting + 
" Aye " and twelve honourable members voting "NO" 
The auestion now is that the words " Tue~day next 

T H E  ADJOURNMENT. I at-12Lo'clock noon" be inserted in the blank created. 
Ronourable members in favour of that will please 
say "Aye", those against will please say "No", I 

The Order Paper having been fixed, 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this Rouse 

do now adjourn to Thursday next a t  12.30 p.m. 
Mr. COX: I beg to second that. =. WILEINSON: I beg to move that the 

words "Thursday next, a t  12.30 p.m." be deleted 

think the "Ayes" have it. 

The question that this House do now adjourn 
to Tuesday next a t  12 o'clock noon was put and re- 
solved in the affirmative without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly. 




