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THE

House of Assembly

Debates

(OFFICIAL REPOCRT).

~om—— - e ——

SESSION

1947—48

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 17th February, 1948.
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem:-
bly met at 12 o’clock noon to-day. .

Present :

His Honour Mr. G. B. EveLyN, (Speaker), His
Honour Mr. J- E. T. BRANCKER, (Deputy Speaker),
Mr. J. T. C. Ramsay, (Chatrman of Commattes),
Dr. H. G. CumMmiNs, Messrs. L. B. Smira, F. L.
‘Warcorr, M. E, Cox, R. G. Maprp, C. E. Tarma, H.
D. BuacgMAN, E. D. Morrrey, J. A. Hav~es, B. A,
H. A. Dowping, V. C. GaLg, S. A, WarcorT and E.
L. Warp.

Prayers are read.

Mersrs. LEwis and ApaMms enter the Houvse and
take their seats.

: MINUTES

The Miinutes of the meeting which was held on
the 10th February, 1948, having been eirculated are
taken as read and confirmed.

PAPERS LAID.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—I have the honour
to lay on the table of the House the following
Papers :—

Report of the Acting Port Health Officer for the
year 1946.

Progress Report No. 33 on the Further Improve-
ment of the Water Supply Scheme for period October
to December, 1947,

Statement showing the appropriation of the
Legislative Grant to the Barbados General Agricul-
tural Society for year 1947-48.

Statement showing the amounts advanced by the
Government of Barbados and the amounts received
from His Majesty’s Government in the United King-
dom under the provigions of the Colonial Develop-
ment and Welfare Act for the period ended 31st
December, 1947, in respect of the several schemes
sanctioned by the Legislature.

PETITION,

Mr. S. A, WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker,—I beg to
present a petition from Ung Mill Archer and Leonard
Charles Mill Archer, Trustees of the Will of the late

James Mill Archer, praying the House that the Bill
entitled the Petroleum (Production and, Control)
Act, 1947, be not passed into law and that they may
be heard against the Clauses and Provisions of the
said Bill. The petition is respectfully worded and
I ask that it be taken as read,

The petition is taken as read.

NOTICES.

Government Notices are ' given as follows :—

Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution for £560 to supple-
ment Resolution No. 101 of the 29th October, 1947,
for carrying on the organisation for banking the
compulsory savings of Barbadian workers in the
U.S.A., for payment to their nominees of the allot-
ments authorised to be paid under the terms of the
workers’ contracts, for the paymen: of any Court
order for the maintenance of any person dependent
on the workers, for the reimbursement of any monies
paid by the Government of Barbados in respect of
duties incurred by the workers in the U.S.A., and in
respect of advances by way of loan in order to effect
insuranee.

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum of
£7,428 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive

‘ommittee for the service of the Colony as set out
in the Schedule to the resolution.

Dr. CUMMINS: Bill to consolidate and amend
the Acts of this Island relating to. Public Health.

Dr. CUMMINS: Bill to provide for the division
and sale and the division and letting of land in lots
and for the regulation of tenantries.

- Dr. CUMMINS: Bill to amend the Poor Relief
Act, 1892 (1892-2).

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the
House into Committee of Supply at its next meeting
to consider the money Resoluitons of which notice
has just been given.

Other Notices are ag follows:— :

Mr. MOTTLEY: A Bill intituled an Act to
amend the Vestries (Cost of Living Bonus to Em-
ployees) Act, 1947 (1947-6).

Mr. MOTTLEY: Of the following Address:—

The House of Assembly
To -
His Ezxcellency the Governor:

1. The House are of the opinion that, in view
of the increasing number of cases of Pulmonary
Tuberculosis with itg very contagious effects, the
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Government should take immediate steps to provide
for the erection and maintenance of a proper sani-
torium, separate and apart from any Almshouse,
where persons suffering from this disease can b2
isolated and given curative treatment,

2. The House respectfully request Your Excel-
iency to send down, without delay, the necessary
legislation to give effect to this proposal.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Of the following Address:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Exzcellency the Governor

1. The House are of the opinion that, in keep-
ing with the recommendation of sub-paragraph “(A)
Re-organisation’’ under Head “V. Elementary Edu-
cation®’ as set out on page 16 of ‘‘A Policy for Edu-
cation’’ prepared by the Department of Education
and approved by the Legislature, the government
should send down, without delay, the necessary legis-
lation to provide for the erection and equipping,
within the parish of Saint Michael, of, at least, two
of the new Senior Schools recommended in the said
paragraph so as to relieve the congestion in the exist-
ing elementary schools in the City of Bridgetown as:
well as to provide much needed employment for (a)
the many unemployed artisans in the Island and (b)
many of the young persons leaving the secondary
schools with the necessary qualifications for teaching
but without the prospeet of suitable employment.

2. The House respectfully request Your Execel-
lency to send down, without delay, the necessary
legislation to give effect to this proposal.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Dr. CumMming, scconded by
Mr. BLACKMAN, a Bill to consolidate the Acts of this
I[sland relating to Public Health is read a first time

On the motion of Dr. CumMmins, seconded by
Mr. BLackmaN, a Bill to provide for the division
"and sale and the division and letting of laud in lots
and for the regulation of tenantries is read a first
time,

On the motion of Dr. Cuwmwmins, seconded by
Mr. Br.AcKMAN, a Bill to amend the Poor Relief Act
1892 (1892-2) is read a first time.

On the motion of Mr. MoTTLEY, seconded by
Mr. RaMsAy, a Bill to amend the Vestries (Cost of
Living Bonus to Employees) Act, 1947 (1947-6) is
read a first time.

Dr. WrLsoN enters the House and takes his seat.

THE JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
(EX-OFFICIO) BILIL

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order stands in
the name of the honourable senior member for Christ
Church,—Second reading of a Bill to provide for
the holders of certain offices to be ex officio Justices
2f the Peace.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Speaker,— Thiz Bill, as is
set forth in the Objects and Reasons, seeks to attach
the powers and duties of a Justice of the Peace to
persons holding certain cffices speecified in thr
sc¢hedule to the Bill. The holders of such offices will
be Justices of the Peace so long as they hold such
offices and no longer, and are required to take the
requisite oaths before entering upon th~ duties of 2
Justice of the Peace. The Objects and Reasons furthe:
state that the Governor is given power—power

which he aiways possessed—tio amend the schedule by
acqing to Or removiug theréform the udme of any
office. This Bill 1s stmmewhat of a departure frow tuoe
regular manner in which  Justices of the Peace are
appointed. Legislation has to be sought for this pur-
posn, whereas the power to appomt  Justices of the
Peace are already vested in the Crown’s repre-
sentative—ihe Governor—so he can, if he thinks fit,
if he thinks ic is in the interest of the community and
not merely politicians, ivcrease the nuomber ot
Justices of the Peace. I want to assure homourable
members that this is not a political gesture nor does
it have anything to do with any political moveuncnt—
nothing political whatever; it is merely in the in-
treset of the community as a whole, who to-day
suffer great hardships for the want of the services
of Justices of the Peace. Some of the fornicr
Justiceg of the Peace are dead and those who are nol
dead kLave retired and are unable to function any
fonger. In fairness to the community these latter
should resign their Commissions as Justices of the
Peace. If they cannot funeticn as J. P’s, wiy hold
on to their Commissiong and to the dignity of the
office? I can tell you, Sir,—and I know that you and
other honourable members are aware of the fact
that it is extremely difficult to find Justices of the
Peace who are able and willing to pericrm their
duties, with thg result that the few who are able and
willing are hard pressed and have to do more than
they should normally do. Justices of the Pcace are
not paid officers. If you go back to the history of th-
appointment of Justices of the Peace in England—
Halsbury explains it very thorough'y and I shall re-
fer to it, if necessary, later on—you will discover
that they are appointed to perform certain duties,
such as the issuing of warrants, the initiating of
certain legal and criminal proceedings and assist-
ing the Administration in carrying out its work. In
England, Justices of the Peace sit as Lay Magistrat:s
and have the assistance of trained Solicitors of not
less than five years’ standing who guide them on
points of law; so one can well and easily understand
that the office of Justics of the Peace carries a cer-
tain amount of responsibility and although in the
past only the gentrv were chosen for such an office,
vet in recent years, regardless of class,.creed, politi-
cal outlook or even sex, you find people being appoint-
ed Justices of the Peace by the Crown. I am always
more or less accused of not giving the information.
s0 I shall give every iota of information in this r2-
spect before I sit down. In Barbados, Justices of
the Peace are appointed on lines similar to those
prevailing in England. They are called wupon to
swear persons to vaccination certificates, to swear
persons {0 warrantg in criminal proceedings, to swear
persons to affidavits, to swear persons applying for
passperts and what is foremost in the minds of
honourable members, to swear persons to regis-
tration forms in respeet of election to the General
Assembly and the Vestries. Now, Sir, the last men-
tioned is probably the Ileast function which
a Justice of the Peace should normally have
to perform because, in my oninion, a £20 a yvear
franchise is tantamount to adult suffrage; so that
asking anybodyv to swear another person to the state-
ment that he rarng $8 a month only causes a cer-
tain amount of inconvenience and hardship to both
parties and is an absolute waste of time and energy
beécanse evervbody more or less has that gualification -
a person cither works and has the qualification or he
does not work and does not have the qualification. The
swearing of persons to statements in registration
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forms is, therefore, not the main object of this Bill.
The main object of the Bill is to assist in the very
needy services of the Administration,—assistance
without which the Administration could not be sue-
cessful. In 1943, the number of Justices of the Peace
in St. Michael was 32 and of those 32, only 18 fune-
tioned in reality as such; only 18 were willing to be
approached at any time. I have had the sad
experience -— I am sorry to say — of having
been almost chased away by a Justice of the Peuce
when I went to him to get certain documents swora
to. In the parish of Christ Church, they were ten
Justices of the Peace in 1943, and only seven of them
functioned as such. In each of the other nine parishes
there are between 4 and 7 Justices of the Peace and
they function fairly effectively. In 1944, owing to the
lowering off the franchigse and owing fo the paucity
of Justices of the Peace who are ready and willing
to serve, the Head of the Administralion saw fit to
appoint new Justices of the Peace in order to facili-
fate the registration of voters- In St. Michael eiglht
were appointed; in Christ Church 4—one whose name
1 shall not call refused to serve; in St. Philip 3, in
St. John 3, in St. Joseph 2, in St. Andrew 3, in St.
Peter 4, in St. Lucy 2 and in St- James 3. Whatt 1
want to draw to the attention of honourable mem-
bers is that since 1944, many Justices of the Peace
have died or retired from business and are unabkle to
serve, with the result that the island is put to =2
disadvantage by not having a sufficient number of
Justices of the Peace to assist in essential duties
which are to be performed. I would say that the
schedule to the Bill could probably be more elastic
because I feel — and I think many of my colleagues
feel likewise — that persons holding offices like those
of the President of the Legislative Council, the
Speaker of the House of Assembly, probably the
Deputy Speaker of the House of Assembly, the
Chairman of Committees of the House of Assembly
and maybe the Provost Marshal and ome or two
others should be included but the Governor is the
person to add to or remove any office from the sched-
ule. T, however, will certainly do anything in my
power to see that certain offices such as I have out-
lined are included Pecause I know as a facet that the
Provost Marshal is definitely ex officio the type of
officer who should be a Justice of the Peace and, for
the same reason, the Chief C'erk of the Assistant Court
of Appeal should also be a Justice of the Peace. The
idea is to facilitate the judicial work that is to be
done, so that the community as a whole may benefit.
As T said, no remuneration is attached to the office of
Justice of the Peace, so that we can well understand
the reason why there is a certain amount of reluctance
on the part of certain persons to serve. The average
person who may be appointed may feel that too much
of his time will be wasted for nothing.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question of remuneration
does not arise. I take it that the whole object of
the Bill is to inerease the number of Justices of the
Peacn for the convenience of the public,

Mr. TALMA: I was only pointing out that
certain persons might not have been willing to servs
for that reason. I would be quite willing, Mr.
Speaker, to explain any point that hag not been ex-
plained. T am quite willing to give all the informa-
tion from Halsbury’s in resprct of the history of the
appointment of Justices of the Peace and the duties
which they hav. to perform. With those few in-
troductory remarks, Sir, T beg to move that this Bill
be now read a second time,

Dr. CUMMINS: T hee to grcond that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The questicn is that this Bil!
be now read a second time——

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker!

Mr. SPEAKEK: 'I'ihe honourable member muss
take time by the forelock.

Mr. MUTTLEY: Thne honourable introducer oi
this Bill started off by excusing the Government
on this occasion and by telling us that there
is nothing political about it but those of us on
this side of the table must view it as something
political. Now, Sir, he told us all about the dutles
of Justices of the Peace and how they are appointed,
both in Great Britain and locally, to assist in the
administration of justice, but let me say that up tu
now, the honourable member has not justified this
Bill. How can it be justifiably said, that to appoint
the four memberg of this House who are members of

the Executive Committee as Justices of the Peace

because they happen to be members of the Executive
Committee is only to assist in the administration of
justice? Mr. Speaker, the members of this Hous=
who are members of the Executive Committee, with
the present set-up—and I am going to be frank about
it—with the present Party set-up, with the Bushe
experiment which is at present being tried out, arz
all taken from one particular Party and despite what
the honourable introducer hag said about there being
nothing political in the objects and reasons for this
Bi'l, apart from those persons connected with thar
Party no other member can say that he does not
really feel there is something political about it. T
hate even to east any reflection on the Head of the
Administration, as having associated himself with the
sending down of a Bill of this sort.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member ean
not make any reference to the Head of the Admin-
istration which will influence the debate.

Mr. MOTTLEY: That is why I used the words
““I hate’’, lest any remarks I make may appear as
if T am aceusing him. I do not want to associate him
with anything political in the sending down of g Bili
of this sort. Ag the law standg in this country it is
purely the right of the Head of the Admiuistration
to make these appointments. I am dealing par-
ticu'ary with the members of the Executive Com-
mittee. "While it may be argued that the appoint-
ment of the members of the Bxecutive Committee as
Justices of the Peace under this Bill will be only
temporary, if Hig Excelleney chooses to exercise his
prerogative, they ean be appointed permanently,
although it is not without precedent that persons
have been appointed to hold this Commission and it
bas been subsequently withdrawn. T, therefore, cannot
see any justifiable reason—absolutely none—for the
members of the Executive Committee being Justices
of the Peace merely because they are members
of that Body. Now, Sir, T agree with the honourable
introducer of this Bill that it is necessary that more
people in this island should hold this Commission
and I further agree that it ig also necessary thar
persons drawn, so to speak, from among people who
can be easily approached should also be appointed.
T agree entirely with that. For instance, as is set out in
the schedule, besides members of the Execative
Committee, the Chairmen of Vestries should be ap-
pointed as Justices of the Peace; that follows as
night follows day. They, Sir, would be accessible
and T definitely agree to that. I also agree to Church-
wardens being appointed becanse bv virtue of their
office, they come in contact with most of the peopl~,
especially in the outlving parishes, who desire to
swear that they have a concientious objection to the
vacceination of their babies. T eo further. T wonder
whether it wou'd not be an act of wisdom on the part
of the Government to include the Clerks of the sev-
eral Vestries whose duties again bring them in eon-
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tact with many people in the parishes; the people |

especially in the outlying parishes must know the
Vestry Clerk of their particular parish, whether
they want to know him or not, because they have te
go to him to pay their taxes and I do not think
that anyone would deny that the Commissioner
of Income Tax and Death Duties should be included.
But, Sir, if this is not a political gesture, well one
has mnever been put forward in this island. Why,
Mr. Speaker, should the members of this
House who are members of the Executive Com-
mitiee be singled out £r m this House and sent down n
a Bill asking this Assembly to say that they should,

by virtue of their office, be Justices of the Peace? 1 !

cannot understand it, Sir. How can it be safely
argued that merely because they are members of
the Executive Committee — persons selected from
this House, from the Other Place or otherwise — they
would be In a position to really serve the people, as
is set out in this Bill? No one would attempt, to waste
time by repeating what the duties of a Justice of the
Peace are. The swearing of persons to affidavits, to ap-
plications for scholarships, to vaccination forms and v
registration forms eonstitutes about 98 per cent of the
duties of a Justice of the Peace and of that 98 per
cent, Mr. Speaker, the swearing to applications for
registration as voters — I want this to be noted care-
fully — comprises about 90 per cent of his duties.
I want honourable members to view this Bill in that
light. If, with the present set-up in this country, it is
agreed that the bulk of the work which a Justice of
the Peace has to do is really not the swearing to vac-
cination forms, or to applications for scholarships but
particularly the swearing to registration forms, how
elge can we view this Bill but politiecally? What
would be the position — I am putting it as strongly
as this — of those of us who happen not to be mem-
bers of the Party from which the members of the
House are selected to the HExecutive Committee?
‘What would really be the position ¢ There is absolutely
no Party Government at present, I agree, but you
will find that the four members of this House who
are members of the Exccutive Committee are all
members of a particular Party.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable introducer of
the Bill did use the word ‘‘political.”> I do not
know exactly what it means in respect of
the pripeiple of this Bil' hut when the honourable
senior member for the City raises the point
as to who should be appointed Justices of
the Peace, I should Ilike to point out that
that is dealt with in the schedule to the Bill. T do
not think that the persons who are to be named for
this appointment have anything to do with the prinei-
ple of the Bill. What T am suggesting to the honour-
able member is that the remarks he is making now
could better be made in Committee when the schedule
to the Bill is being discussed.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I do not know, Sir, that the
Bill should be allowed to go to the Committee. Tt is
too dangerous a Bill—

Mr. SPEAKER: I should like the honourable
member to confine himself to the merits of the Bill.

Mr. MOTTLEY: This is the second reading of
the Bill, Sir, and I would not have been raising this
point if the honourable introducer of the Bill had not
intimated that there was nothing political about it.
The moment he makes that statervmt. 1 crave your
indulgence to allow me to show that it is nothing
else but political, without inferring any improper mo-
tive on the part of those who sent it down.

Mr. SPEAKER: How do you arrive at the
conclusion that “politieal’’ is appliecable to this Bill?

Mr. MOTTLEY: That is what I am tryiug to
explain, Sir. The honourable introducer says that it
is not political but with the present set-up as regards
what is known as the Bushe experiment, the IHead
of the Administration can call upon the member of
this House who can control a majority to nominate
the members from this House to be appointed mem-
bers of the Executive Committee and I am trying to
show that if that policy is pursusd, it is ncthing but
political to appoint only those members Justices of the
Peace when that selection can be made from a par-
ticular Party, even though there is nothing to show
that that Party has the entire support of the people
of this island. That surely is the implication and

" honourable members are bound to see it that way.

Let us assume that the present experiment is con-
tinued. Obviously the members of this House who are
to be members of the Executive Committee will be
selected from the Party holding the majority of

' seats and only members of that Party will be Justices

of the Peace; that, in itself, must show that. it has the
tendeney to be political.

Mr. SPEAKER: T take it that the grounds of
your objection is based on the prineciple that mem-
bers of the Government, whoever they may be, should
uot necessarily be Justices of the Peace.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Yes, Mr. Speaker, that is
my ground. I am quoting the words of the honour-
able introducer of the Bill,

Mr. TALMA: On a point of explanation.I want
to let the honourable member know positively that I
said that the main duties of a Justice of the Peace
are not stricetly political.

1 Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not know that you said
that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: The honourable member said
in his preliminary remarks that he wanted to impress
upon honourable members that there is nothing politi-
cal about this Bill. I would hardly like to misquote the
honourable member. But whether he said that or not
I shall attempt to show the seriousness of this Bill
and that it is political. TIf there had been no change
in this community as to the set-up, if it were still
left to the Head of the Administration to seleet the
members of the Executive Committee from this House,
one could clearly view the situation as non-politieal.
I think T have said enough on that point to convince
honourable members why this Bill and the schedule
as it stands should not be passed. Now, Sir, the cus-
tom which, I understand, was observed in appointing
Justices of the Peace in this Island was this. When-
ever representation was made to the Head of the
Government, or whoever is responsible, by the
Police for assistance in the administration of justice
in various parts of the island, it was necessary to
appoint Justices of the Peace. Recommendations
were usually made—and here let me digress
to say! that it iy a good thing that that habit
has been stopped, the habit of making recommend-
ations from among only one class of persons—and
these recommendations were perused by he Attorney
Gencral and then the Commission was given. )

Mr. SPEAKER: That custom ig really still in
]f_??‘ll‘fe and that is not for discussion at al] under this

i

Mr. MOTTLEY: No, Mr. Speaker. The point
I was making is that that eustom is still in foree and T
see no reason why it should be changed. If it
is really felt that the members of the Executive
Cemmitte should be Justices of the Peace, then lot
them be appointed Justices of the Peace but do
not let them come here—I would nearly use the
American expression ‘‘Pass the buck’’—for us to
legalize it in this wav.
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Mr. SPEAKER: What I am pointing out t»
the honourable member is this. The honourable
introducer of the Bill stated what is the existing law
and that it is proposed, for the convenience of the
publie, to confer these powers on these people who
were appointed to these offices in the schedule to
the Bill. That is the whole principle of this Bill.

Mr, MOTTLEY: 1 agree, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: Then do not let us go into
anything that has nothing to do with ths Bill before
us. The whole question is: Are the members of
the House going to agree to the principle that certain
people, during the time they hcld certain offices,
shall ex officio be Justices of the Peace? That is the
whole point.

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 quite gee that. But why
come to this Assembly and ask uc to pass an Aect
which shou'd say so, when the Head of the Adminis-
tration has the right to-day to appoint them?

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think so. The exist-
ing Act does not give him the power to appoint as
Justices of the Peace persons who hold certain offices.
The whole point is whether the Head of the Admin-
istration should be given that power under this Bill

Mr. MOTTLEY: I see that. But while that
may be argued, therg is also this to be argued. Thgre
is nothing wrong in the Head of the Administration
appointing persons temporarily as Justices- of the
Peace if he wanted to do so; he can appoint and
withdraw the Commission afterwards. I opened my
remarks by stating that there is precedent fqr 'it;
he can appoint and he can withdraw the Commission
subsequently. It may be argued that it would not
be in good taste to do so but it can be dome.

Mr. SPEAKER: Apparently they do not seem
to think so.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I recail where that has been
done in these parts. However, Sir, I cannot agree
to “members of the Executive Committee” being
included in the Schedule to this Biil and I urge upon
other honourable members not to agree to 1t In
fact, Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that this Bi'l be
rejected. I make that motion because I am not cor.-
vinced that there is nothing political akout it. T am
convineed that there is everything political about
it. If thig Bill were passed and members of the
Executive Committee were appointed Justices .of
the Peace, can you imagine my going to the scrior
member for St. Joseph and saying to hir: ‘‘Come
and swear some people to registration forms for me?’ ’
—a rank impossibility! How then can it be said
that this Bill is in the interests of the people? Or
imagine the senior member for Christ Chureh and
the senior member for St. Joseph coming to me and
asking me to go with them in Christ Ch'urch. and
register people ag voters! T move that this Bill be
rejeeted.

Mr. GALE: T have listened very ca.refully to
the argument of the senior memb<r for Christ Church
in introducing this Bill and I really cannot see that
this Bill will serve any useful purpose. The H?ad of
the Administration has the power to appoint as
many Justices of the Peace as he wishes to appoint
under the present Act. Under this Bill, the Govex_'n-
ment is attempting to make membecrs of tho Executive
Committee, Chairmen of Vestries, Churchwardens,
and the Commissioner of Tncome Tax and Death
Duties ex officio. Justices of the Peace during the
time they hold their respective offices. Well, if we
20 baek to the history of the appoinment of Justices
of the Peace in England, we will see how and for

what purposes they are appointed. They act as
Lay Magistrates—

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not want to interrupt
th- honourable member but I think we have heard
enough about the history of the appoiniment of Jus-
tic:s of the Peace already.

Mr. GALE: We in Barbadog bave legally
trained Magistrates, so Justices of the Peace in this
island are not called upon to perform the duiies
assigned to Magistrates. I think it would be a
wrong thing in any country for the adwmuinistration
of justice to be mixed up with politics and for that
reason I beg to srcond the motion of the senior
member for the City.

Mr. RAMSAY: Mr. Speaker.—] think we are
havirg a storm in a tea-cip. I view this Bill which
has been sent to this House ag being ultra vires; it is
nene of our busiess. 1i 1 . prerogalive of His
Majesty the IKimg vested in the Guvernor as Head
ol the Administration and wuen the Head of ihe
Administration sends down this Bill he is asking us to
associate ours:lves with something that ean he easily
classified as folly. He hag the power to appoint
whom he likes as Justices of the Peace and if he 18
so desirious, he can include certain members of this
Chamber or all or none. Honourable members have
been at pains to point out that this is nothing politi-
cal but I would like any honest member of this House
to tell me what is done in this island to-day that does
not have somathing to do with politics. The side of
the street on which one drives is regulated by polities.
The Minister who receives money from the Treasury
for preaching does so through politiecs — all 1s
polities. I am asking honourable members not te
pass this Bill because the Head of the Administration
is making pooh-bahs of us. He has the power; let him
exercise it. T think it is time that he appoints a few
more persons as Justices of the Peace. The fran-
chise has been broadened and if the Head of the
Administrafion — I am not speaking disrespectfully
—-was paying attention he would have appointed
three or four more already. All over the country
people make applications for passports, scholarships
and so on and they nred the servieces of Justices of
the Peace. T think the proper thing to do is not
to allow this Bill to pass the second reading. We
should send it back whence it came — straight to
the Head of the Administration and let him exercise
or not exercise his duty. (Cheers).

Mr. ADAMS: This is one of those instances
which make me sometimes shudder for the future of
Representative Government in this country. We
pride ourselves as having risen above mere Party
1ssues in matfers which concern the community as a
whole, forgetting that we are Socialist or Conserva-
tive or Liberal. But when one listened to the remarks
of the senior member for the City who started off by
saying that he is not a Party map at all and whose
whole speech is a complete first-class argument
which can be used against him by anybody who would
oppose his speech, when <one hears remarks
like those uttered by otherwise seemingly ve-
sponsible members of the community, letr a'one
members of this House, one shudders, I repeat, at
the sort of gray matter thaft is going to run this island
and the West Indies if that is a sample. We pride
ouselves as being superior to what is called the “down
along’” countries and yet we display the inability to
rise above pettiness, let alone the guitter. I reminded
the senior member for the City that he was personscl
when he used the argument that I would not go
with him and register people and T am going' to be
equally personal by asking whether either of the two
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honourable members for St. James would go with me
and register people. As soon as he says that he brands
them too as being persons who would put polities
before their duty to the community. To use an argu-
ment like that to convinee the House of Assembly is
the most barefaced thing I have heard during the 14
years that I have been in this House. This is what
he is telling you. ‘‘Look at the present set-up’’. It
is an admission that he and the group for whom he
speaks have no hope of being members of the Execu-
tive Committee. It can only be that because that
is what he is saying. He says “If we had a differeat
set-up.”” What does that mean? It means that if
we had a different political Party in-power, if we
went back to the old days when the rich people ruled
this island and the Governor chose only fthose to be
members of the Exeeutive Committee, then he would
support a Bill of this sort. ‘‘If we had a different
set-up!”” A Conservative Government in power is
still a set-up! Why are he and hig friends who are
so confident of turning this Government out so afrail
of this Bill? When the honourable introducer of tho
Bill gave the impression to the senior member for
the City that this was not a political matter he was
speaking the truth as regards its origin. I know
as a faet that Police Magistrates were trying to get
two senior Barristers made Justices of the Peace to
help in the work of the Police Courts because it was
difficult to get Justices of the Peace to perform duties
which are assigned to them. I know thal a recom- |
mendation was made to the Governor about six years
ago to make Consuls Justiees of the Peace by virtue
of their offices and the very good reason for not
including {them in this schedule is that a Consul like
the American Consul who holds no allegiance to the
Crown could not be a Justice of the Peaz2. His other
argument, if I can dignify it with the word ‘‘argu-
ment’’, is in favour of this Bill. ‘“Why come to
this Assembly’’, he asks, “with this Bill when the
Head of the Administration cap appoint as many
Justices of the Peace as he likes?’’ "Well, that is
just the point. You may easily cause the Hrad of the
Administration to choose four members of the Labour
Party to be Justices of the Peace for life. Instead
of that, is it not non-political to say that anybody who
attaing the dignity of the officc of # member of the
Executive Committee, anybody who has attained the
dignity of the office of a Cabinet member, anybody
who is a Churchwarden and who has the confidence
of the people and is elected by them to a Vedtry can
carry out the duties of a Justice of the Peace? Can
anything be less political? Let the honourable mem-
ber add to the schedule if he likes. Even in his own
soul he could not believe that this Bill is not necessary.
The junior member for St. Michael has stated that it
can serve no useful purpose. This maiter started—-and
if the honourable junior member for St. Michael
wants confirmation of it T will get permission to show
him the file — in Sir Grattan Bushe’s time when
representations were made by different persons that
there was not a sufficient number of Justices of the
Peace. T myself have been to him about appointing
persons as such and it was decided then that there
were enough Justicés of the Peace on the roll if thev
would only perform their duties. Tt was also de-
cided to circularize them and find out if there were
any who would like to resign. Does the senior mem-
ber for thg City seriously suggest that a man who
has been appointed a Justice of the Peace should
be removed from the roll? Could anybody think o
anything being more execrable—to give a man
an honour and then take it away from him? Could
anything be more ludicrous than that? To avoid the

very taint of politics, the Bill has been worded in this
way, that is say, whoever may be fappointed to these
respective offices shall be Justices of the Peace during
the period in which they hold the offices, Does the
honourable senior member for the City seriously sug-
gest that a person who is a Churchwarden — be says
that Vestry Clerks should be included — or a Vestry
Clerk is not worthy of the dignity of being a Justice
of the Peace and will not be expected to perform his
duty to the community irrespective of politics? The
next thing the honourable member will tell ug is thiat
a person who is associated with the Labour Party
should not be appointed a Justice of the Peace. Does
the honourable member seriously suggest that a man
who has attained the dignity of a Vestry Clerk could
by virtue of his offics be a Justice of the Peace and
not a3 man who has attained a seat in the Government
of this country? At this time, the Government hap-
pens to be anathema to the honourable member. If
we are going to be men, this is an occasion when we
should be. If we had too many Justices of the Peace
and if there were not so many complainits I would
agree with the junior member for St. Michael that
this Bill is unnecessary. As . regards the
junior member for St. Peter he is like a
Daniel who has come to judgement! He has stated
that the people all over the country run around seeking
Justices of the Peace to swear them to applications
for passports and things of that sort and he him-
self has suggested tha‘ there should be more Jus-
tices of the Peace. What strange bedfellows! The
Junior member for St. Michael says that the Bill
is not necessary and the junior member for St. Peter
says that we have not enough Justices of the Peace
and that we want a few more.We all know that
politiecs make strange allianees. I appeal to hon-
ourable members to see that far from this Bill
being political it is to avoid it being said that the
Governor is appointing only members of the House
who are members of the Executive Committee as
Justices of the Peace; it is saying ‘‘take the mat-
ter out of the realm of polities. Liet anybody whe
happens to be occupying any of the offices men-
tioned in the Schedule to the Bill be a Justice of the
Peace.”” Does the honourable senior member for the
City sugges that only th: four members from this
House are the memberg of the Executive Commit-
tee? Does he not know what every schoolboy ought
to know, that is, that the members of the Execu-
tive Commitee include the members of the Executive
Council and a member of the Other Place? Does he
suggest tha’ members of the Executive Council are
members of the Labour Party? Can he picture the
Hon. H. A. Cuke being a member of the Labour
Party? The members of the Executive Commit-
tee are: four members of this House, a member
of the Other Place and the Executive Council. Doss
the honourable member suggedt thas an Executive
Councillor has not attained the dignity to be an
ex officio Justice of the Peace but that a Vestry
Clerk has? That is deplorable. The necessity
for appointing more Justices of the Peace has becn
pressing for some time. Nothing was done in the
previous Governor’s regime when it was first
broached, simply because it was considered that
a reasonable time should be given to see whether
the compilaints about those Justices of the Peace
who were not doing their duty would stop and those
complaints have not stopped. I have no desire
whatever to use the same argument that the senior
member for the City used because if one wanted to
talk polities one could easily point to the fact that
in the past, Justices of the Peace were appointed
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in Barbados as in England. In the past, as the
senior member for Chridt Church has pointed out,
Justices of the Peace in England were specifically
drawn from one class of persons; to-day a howl
would be created in England if that were done. 1
1lemember that 25 years ago when Lord Haldane
removed from the roll of Justices of the Peace a
person who on conscienfious grounds did not believe
in swearing, a howl went up because it was thought
that he had done it because the person was a mem-
ber of the Conservative Party while Lord Haldane
was a Liberal, Any suggestion about this Bill
savouring of politics is to be deplored but if I were
to use the honourable member’s argument, 1
would say that still in Barbados — I should not
use the word ‘‘still’’ because in recent itimes condi-
tions have improved — but up to a comparatively
short time ago in Barbados persons were appointed
Justices of the Peace who belong to the gentry
of Barbados or who think that only the gentry
can do things or who were given recommendations
from their friends, the planters, or their
friends, the merchants. I Thope myself 1o
see women appointed Justices of the Peace and I
see no reason why that should not come under this
Bill. T definitely agree that a woman should be on
the Bench and I should like to see Justices of the
Peace put on the Bench and made to do some work
as such, in addition to any Police Magistrates we
may have. .

Mr. SPEAKER: Strictly speaking, that 1s
not in the Bill,

Mr. ADAMS: T was merely suggesting that
while T would like %o see it, women have not been
put in the schedule because they should eome under
the Police Magistrates Act or be appointed Justices
of the Peace for life. If honourable members want
to be paliry, they will be paltry and if they want
to rise to the opporfunity and be men they will be
men. Nothing I say ean possibly induce honourabie
members to vote one way or the other. If they arz
persuaded that this is political or non-political, they
have it in their power to put in “members of the
House of Assembly’” in the schedule but it was for
the reason fthat the Goverment did not want it to
be considered political that it did mnot put
“‘members of the House of Assembly” in the sched-
nle. If the Government had put ‘‘members of the
House of Asgembly” in the schedule it would
have benefited the Labour Party. That would
be politics and that would have been hurled
at me. But the very thing the Government has
tried to avoid, it is being aceused of. Honourablc
members who want certain officers removed from
the schedule and others added to it would nof, in
spite of Your Honour constantly pufting it to them,
go into Committee on the Bill but they make and
support a motion for its rejection. Instead of pro-
viding that Mr. H. A. Vaughan, for instance, shall
be a Justice of the Peace ithe Bill provides that Mr.
H. A. Vaughan, for instanee, shall be a Justice of
the Peace while he holds the office of Police Magis-
trate; that is all this Bill is providing for. If
honourable members rejeet this Bill, they will be
foreing the Head of the Administrafion to do the
very thing no Head of the Administration should
do, thak is, to be appearing to be carrying out his
duties ag Head of the Administration by political
persuasion. The Head of the Administration already,
1 am happy to say, has shown to us, by the measures
which come before f#this House, that he wants to
be taken out of the realm of polities and put whera
be should be, as is the case in Great Britain to-day,

that is, in the position of a constitutional monareh
who must run his country irrespective of what
political party may be in power. Do not let us
make a mistake now that we are progressing along
the lines where the Colonial Office and a Colonial
Governor no longer have the power to influence
governmental considerations as they did in ‘the
past. Do not let uys push Baibados back in the
position of being governed by a class that is not
necessarily associated with the people of the country.
I appeal to honourable members. There was a time
—1 need hardly renrind honourable members—when
members of ‘the House of Assembly were appointed
Justices of the Peace for political reasons. The Gov-
ernor of that day was advised that that
was bringing the question of the Commission
of Justice of the Peace, which should be
out of political consideration, info the realm of
politics and he no longer appointed members of the
House of Assembly Justices of the Peace. In those
days, as now, members who were appointed Justices
of the Peace remained as such for life, whether
they lost ‘their seats or not and to-day, with so
many shiftings and changes of the personnel of
the House of Assembly one could easily see that we
might quite unintentionally be adding unnecessarily
tc the number of Justices of the Peace if we went
back to the old practice of appointing every mem-
ber of the House of Assembly a Justice of the Peace
for life. If honourable members prefer that, I
suggest to them that the proper course is to let the
Bill go to a Select Committee on the clear wunder-
standing that they are voting for the principle of
adding people by virtue of their offices to the list of
Justices of the Peace. It is perfectly open to hon-
ourable members to add to or remove from the
schedule, but do not use the argument that it is not
necessary to have more Justeces of the Peace. It is
more than necessary, as the junior member for St.
Peter has reminded us, that we should have more of
them. I repeat that honourable members ean add to
or remove from the schedule but to say that they are
not voting for the Bill because it is unnecessary is
to play the part.of children and not of men. Before
I sit T will repeat again that this proposal was put
forward in Sir Grattan Bushe’s time—1943 or there-
abouts. It was felt then that it should be brought

up later on, that some more time should
be given to see whether there would be
any further complaints. Some people 3id mnot

know, wuntil they made enquiries, that Mr.
So and So was a Justice of the Peace. I myself
knew only last week of one who is a Justice of the
Peace and he was appointed years and years ago.
Only to-day an honourable .member on my left
knows of another. As T said, it would be ludicrous -
to give a man a Commission as a Justice of the

Peace and then withdraw it from him. One can-
not imagine a more despotic act. You may just as
well say ‘“‘withdraw a man’s O.B.E.”’ Tt is too

preposterous for words! T again appeal to honour-
able members, in spite of any expressions of opinion
they may have given by their cheers or otherwise,
to accept the principle that more Justices of the
Peace are needed; that it is better, instead of having
a whole string of persons appointed as such for life,
to let eertain people who hold ceriain offices be
appointed Justices of the Peace and in that
way honourable members can do what they
like with the schedule to the Bill. T wonder
if honourable meémbers know that the law provides
that a Justice of the Peace can arrest a
person in the street if he commits a breach of the
Locomotives on Highways Aect but I would like to see
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the junior member for St. Michael going up to a
chauffeur to arrest him for committing a breach of
that Act. My last argument expands a bit what the
senior member for Christ Church said. Som. of the
members who are talking about this b.ing a
political matter—I do not want to use a strong
word. T will use the mildest word I can think of
-—criticized members of the Government for bringing
down this Bill. They have said that they believe
in universal suffrage. If they believe in universal
suffrage, what difference would thigz Bill make!?
‘What member of the Exccutive Committee would
be registering people if there wag universal suffrage!
How long would any member of the Executive Com:
mittee be having to do anything politica'ly as a
Justice of the Peace if there was adult sufferagef!
But when adult suffrage comes, persons will still
have to be sworn to vaccination forms and a Justice
of the Peace will still have to perform other duties
which the law compels him to perform. I cannot help
the House any more. I end as I began. I regret that
honourable members by the very nature of the
argument they used-—at least one honourable mem-
ber—cannot see that whatever the composition of the
Government may be, a Bil! of this sort has noching
to do with Party pelities; that the schedule is pre-
pared not with the idea of having too long a list
but of selceting offices that are sufficiently dignified
in themselves as to merit the holders having Com-
missions as Justices of the Peace. That is the siiaple
principle on which this Bill has been drafted hy
the then Aecting Attorney Grmeral and geont down
to this House. I deplore the necessity for any
references to the Head of the Adminisiration, as Your
Honour pointed out at the time they were being
made, more especially as we have already gone far

tion eompletely out of politics and putting him in
the position where he ean act purely as a esnstitution-
al ruler on the advice of kis advisers, aeainst which,
whether he likes it or not, no constitutional ruler
would act execept only in exceptional cases,

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 think, Sir, that it is very
deplorable that with so many matters of pressing
urgeney facing this country (Cheers), so many mat-
terjs of importance with which this House can conecern
itself, so much time has been wasted and will be
wasted to-day—and perhaps on another day—in the
discussion of this matter. Now, I want to begin
by saying that I endorse the principle of having
more Justices of the Peace; they are needed in this
country. We all know that they are needed but it
does not necessarily follow that because one endors-
es the principle of having more Justices of the Peace,
one must endorse the principle of thig Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, what is the principle
of this Bi'l?

Mr. CRAWFORD: The principle of thig Bill
is that we should concur in Commissions as Justices
of the Peace being granted to members of the Execu-
tive Committee, Chairmen of Vestries, Churchwar-
dens, and the Commissioner of Income Tax and
Death Duties.

Mr. SPEAKER: The principle of the Bill is
that the holders of those respective offices shall be
temporarily ez officio Justices of the Peace; that is
the only prineiple.

Mr. CRAWFORD: What I am saying is that
we were asked by previous speakers to endorse the
principle of having more Justices of th. Peace in
the island and T began by saying that T endorse that
principle. The senior member for St. Joseph, Sir, at
the end of his remarks declared that he deplored the

on the stage of keeping the Head of the Administra- : °F the Peace.

references which had been made to the Head of the
Administration in connecetion with this master. If
there is any reference to be deplored, it is the
reference made by himself

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that has any-
thing to do with the principle of the Bill.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Wiell, Sir, I think it is im-
portant.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think so. I ruled
one honourable member out of order in using the
name of the Head of the Administration in connection
with this Bill.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The senior member for St.
Joseph said that if we object to this Bill, we shall
be foreing the Head of the Administration to appear
to be apparently carrying out his duties by political
persuasion.

Mr. SPEAKER: He was only pointing out
that if this Bill was not passed, the Head of the
Administration would be called on to appoint persons
permanently as Justices of the Peace.

Mr. CRAWRORD: And inferentially the hold-
ers of the offices mentioned in the schedule to the
Bill.

~ Mr. SPEAKER:
necessarily. . . )

Mr. CRAWFORD: The position is this. If
wiee object to this Bill we shall be forcing the Head of
the Administration.—-

Mr. SPEAKER: If you object to the schedule.

Mr. CRAWFORD: If we object to the Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: I thought the honourable
member said that he agreed to the principle of the
Bill! :

Mr. CRAWFORD: I did not say so- I said
that T endorse the principle of having more Justices
1 do not endorse the principle of this

I do not think so; mnot

Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: What I cannot get certain
honourable members to appreciate is that the
principle of the Bill is only the inereasing of the
number of Justices of the Peace by the appointmeut
of holders of the offices mentioned in the schedule.
Is the schedule the part to which the honourable
member is objecting?

Mr- CRAWFORD: And that is the schedule.

Mr. SPEAKER: The schedule then is the part
to which the honourable member is objecting.

Mr. CRAWFORD: In the carrying out of the
principle, the only people who would be appointed
Justices of the Peace wou'd be the persons holding
the offices mentioned in the schedule. You ecannct
dissociate one from the other, the moment you be-
gin to put into effect the principle of the Bill. Do
not mind, Sir, the nonsense you hear on my right.
T repeat that the only people who can be appointed
Justices of the Peace under thig Bi'l are the persons
holding the offices mentioned in the schedule to the
Bill. You cannot appoint anybody else. What I
am saying is that I take strenuous objeetion to the
senior member for St. Joseph irying to suggest to
the House that if we object to a Bill that is before
us we shall be foreing the Head of the Administration
into doing something in opposition to the
action of this House. No Head of the Administra-
tion would dare do such a thing. No Head of the
Administration in this country, if he appreciates
his position and is not walkng about looking for
trouble, would dare to sit in Government House
and take steps which are obviously opposed to th=
fundamental wishes of the House; therefore, Sir,
that is a threat which makes absolutely no impres-
sion on me at all and if the members of the House

o
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really want to hear something—let everyone of th
members of the Executive Committee in this House
deny it—the Head of the Administration was op-
posed fto this Bill as it is.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot let you say that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: He was opposed to it as
it is.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do no: think the honour-
able member is in order when he says that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The position is this. If
the semior member for St. Joseph says that if we
objeet to the Bill we shall be forcing the Head of
the Administration to take steps contrary to what
we do hepe today—in other words, implying that
the Head of the Administration supported the Bill
—am I not justified in saying that the Gowvernor
himse'f was not in favour of the Bill?

Mr. SPEAKER: You are trying to draw an
inferenee and I de¢ not think you have any right to
draw the inference you are drawing in respect qf
the Head of the Administration. You cannot do it
under the Rules of the House. According to my
notes what the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph said was that it was in the power of the
Head of the Administration to appoint further per-
sons ag Justices of the Peace.

Mr. CRAWFORD: With all due deference, Mr.
Speaker—

Mr. SPEAKER:
than mine, read them. .

Mr. CRAWFORD: His cxact words were: ‘‘if
we object to the principle of the Bill we shal.l be
forcing the Head of the Executive to appear as if he
is carrying out his duties through political persua-
sion’” and the honourable member on my left also
has the same words in his notes.

Mr. SPEAKER: Anyhow I ecannot allow you to
ase the name of the Head of the Administration
to influence the debate. '

Mr. CRAWFORD: He was opposed to the Bill
and if we rejeet it we shall not be forqing him to
appear as if he is carrying out his du!:les through
political persuasion. Now, to continue. The
senior member for the City said that a case could
be made out for appointing Vestry Clerks, members
of the House and other people occupying important
positions Justices of the Peace and the senior member
for St. Joseph afttempted to draw an anology based
on that particular remark. ‘‘If”’, said he, “‘you are
willing to grant the Commission of Justice of the
Peace to a Vestry Clerk, why not grant it to a mem-

If your notes are more corrzct

ber of the Executive Committee, a man who has at- |

tained the dignity of a member of the Executive Com-
mittee, a man who has the honour to be
a member of the Executive Committee, the
greatest Body in the administration of this is-
land ?’’ Well now, what are the facts? Under the new
dispensation—in faet I should preface my remarks
by saying this: In thig particular matter the Head
of the Administration would be well advised to
adopt the old maxim ‘‘Festina lente”; he would be
well advised to make haste slowly (Hear, hear, and
Cheers). Under the old dispensation the membess
of the Executive Committee were selected by the
Head of the Administration and even although on:
disagreed with their political complexion on. wonld,
at least, have reasonable grounds for assuming that
they were men of responsibility and ability- Unc}er
the new dispensation, the Leader of the majority
Party in the Assembly, whoever he may be, hand-
picks the members from this Chamber to serve on the
Exeeutive Committee and it is coneceivable ‘hat the

Leader of the Majority Party, insane with the lust
for power, may put on the Executive Committe:,
not men of responsibility, not men of ability but any
spineless nit-wit that would do what he wants, any
drunkard, any moron, any map Wwho has
not the guts to stand up and say ‘I am g man’’; any
man whom he can mould like clay to do what he
wants he may get or the Executive Committee and
with this new constitutional set-up, they are asking
responsible members in this Chamber to appoint,
even ex officio as Justices of the Peace, people se-
lected by the Leader of the Majority Paviv m s
Chamber, who may be serving no other purpose but
his own and whose ambition, whose insatiable lust for
power must lead to the wreck of the entire country so
long as he achieves his own ends. After all, a
Justice of the Peace should be a man with some
responsibility in the community and I again assert
that under the new dispensation, the new constitu-
tional dispensation, it is eonceivable that you may
tind on the Executive Committee a member of this
House who is not even able to speak grammatically
a few dozen sentences of the King’s English, far less
to be able to understand the import of some of the
serious documents which come before a Justice of
the Peace. If, Sir, any member of this Chamber is
going to say that it is not playing with politics to
bring this suggestion before the House I do not
know, Sir, what is. It is conceivable that with the
lowering of the franchise in this country, people
may come to this Chamber who, through mere dew-
agogic ability, will be able temporarily to impress
the people in this country that they can really do
something for them, and it is conceivable that, they,
in consequence of irresponsible. leadership, may
find themselves on the Executive Committee. While
they are there, they are there but it does mot ne-
cessarily follow that we should entrust into their
hands the power that is involved in a Commission
of Justice of the Peace. The senior member for St.
Joseph said on two different ocecasions that this
whole thing started in Sir Grattan Bushe’s time.
What whole thing? What does he mean? Does he
mean that in Sir Grattan Bushe’s time the suggestion
was made that members of the Executive Commit-
tee, Chairmen of Vestries, Churchwardens and the
Commissioner of Income Tax and Death Duties
should be Justices of the Peace? Does he mean
that? Or does he mean what I believe to be the
case, that is, that in Sir Grattan Bushe’s time the
question of adding to the number of Justices of th~
Peace was mooted? Sir Grattan Bushe did take
steps to add to the number and while I am not sug-
gesting that the number is sufficient, yet these half-
truths can cover a multitude of evils and may be
able to give the impression that because in Sir Grat-
tan Bushe’s time it was suggested that we should
add to the number of Justices of the Peace, it was
also suggested that the people holding the offices
mentioned in the schedule to this Bill should be ac-
corded Commissions. Ig that correct or is it not:
I should like to hear some spokesman for the Gov-
ernment assert that during the regime of Sir Grat-
tan Bushe it was suggested that members of the
Executive Committee, Chairmen of Vestries, Church-
wardens and the Commissioner of Income Tax and
Death Duties should be given Commissions as
Justices of the Peace. And I want to remingd the
senior member for St. Joseph that it is not as fan-
tastic as he seems to think for a Justice of the Peace
to be deprived of his Commission. T was in Grenada
some years ago when the Hon, T. A. Marryshow who
is the Leader of the Carribean Labour Congress, an
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organization to which the senior member for St.
Joseph belongs, was deprived of his Commission as
a Juslice of the Peace purely because he happened
to have opposed the Governor in power, Sir Seton
James,—a faect not unknown to the present Head
of the Administration in this island bceause, I am
almost sure, he was in Grenada at the time when Mir.
Marryshow was deprived of his Commission and,
therefore, it is not as ludicrous—that is the word
used by the senior member for St. Joseph in reply
to the senior member for the City—as the honou:-
able member thinks. He said that it was deplorabl2
to suggest that a man once awarded a Commission
could be easily deprived of it. There is a further
point, Sir, which occurred to me during the remaris
of the senior member for Si. Joseph and to which
I want to take exception. He said, in reply to the
senior member for the City, that after all, “members
of the Executive Committee’’” means the whole
Executive Commitiee and not only the four men:-
bers from this House. We all know that. He said
that the Executive Committee was comprised of Mr.
Cuke and members of the Executive Counecil and
so on. We all know that. But does he mean fo im-
ply, by that, that this particular suggestion in thws
Bill originated with the entire membership of the
Executive Committee? We have been told and re-
minded by Sir Hilary Blood in his latest broadecast
that the members from this House on the Executive
Committee are the main jnstrument of poliey, in so
far as the formulation of Government policy is con-
cerned ; so, therefore, honourable members are justi-
fied in coming to the conclusion that this particular
proposal did not originate with the entire Executive
Committee or that the other members of the Execu-
tive Committee were necessarily in accord with it.
So long as the members who comprise the main in-
strument, of policy agree to it, it can come to this
House, whether or not the other members of the
Executive Committee wanted it; so long as the four
members of this Chamber on. the Executive Commit-
tee wanted a Bill like this to be sent down to this
House, it would have come down even against the
objection of all the other members of the Executive
Committee. I want honourable members, therefore,
to disabuse their minds of any idea, any possibility
that because this Bill has come down from the Ex-
ecutive Committee, of necessity it follows that every
single member of the Executive Committee en-
dorses the principle of it. Now, Sir, it is all well
and good to talk about England and compare
Cabinet rank with membership of the local Executive
Committee but if there is one thing, Sir

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the honourable member
likely to speak beyond ten minutes past two o’c'ock?

Mr. CRAWFORD: I shall be longer than that,
Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, we had better adjourmn.
It is now after 2 o’clock and this House stands ad-

journed until 245 pm, in accordance with Rule
40 (a).

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (A)

On re-assembling,

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I ask leave to move
for the suspension of Rule 61 (a) in order to resume
Government Business. There are two matters in
Committee of Supply with which we should like to
get through as quickly as possible; there is the Sup-
plementary Resolution to provide additional accom-
modation at the Lunatic Asylum and the Resolution
to make provision for the establishment in eivil life

of discharged personnel. If the House do not wish
to proceed with any further Government Business
after that, I am entirely in their hands.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber was grantcd leave to make the motion.

On the motion of Mr. ApamMs, seconded by Mr.
Brackman, Rule 61 (a) was suspended.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to move that Rule
60 be now suspended in order to deal with Order
No. 3, Committee of Supply, as the next Order of
the Day.

There being no objcetion, leave was granted the
honourable member.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 60 be
now suspended. :

Mr. BrackMAN seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Mr. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that Order No. 3
be taken ag the next Order of the Day.

Mr. BrackMAN seconded the motion which was
agreed to. '

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Dav
therefore is to resume Committee of Supply to con-
sider the grant of sums of money for the service of
the Colony.

Mr. SpEAKER left the Chair and the House re-
sumed Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMsaY being in
the Chair.

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE FOR ADDITIONAL ACCOMMODA-
TION AT THE LUNATIC ASYLUM.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,—I propose to
deal firstly with Resolution No. 2, a Resolution for
£7,600 to supplement Resolution No. 105 of the 4tn
November, 1947 to provide additional accommoda-
tion at the Lunatic Asylum and to erect a boundary
wall.

ITonourable members will remember that as re-
cently as November last year the sum of £32,000 was
voted for the purpoese of doing certain work at the
Mental Hospital. That work was to build a dormi-
tory, dining hall, isolation ward and quarters for
the Medical Officer. The work is proceeding quite
satisfactorily but it has been discovered by the Acting
Medical Superintendent that when this additional
accommodation is provided there will still be a cer-
tain amount of overcrowding. Consequently he has
recommended on the advice of the Colonial Engineer
that s-cond storeys placed on top of the male and
temale dormitories will provide more accommodation
so that there will be less overcrowding. At the same
time this will be economical from the point of view
tha’, it will save us from coming at a later date with
a Resolution for funds to build additional domitories
and boundary walls. There will also be a saving
in connection with roof and floor space. As the
figures show, when this work is completed with ‘the
additions which we are now seeking, there will still
be a small amount of overcrowding, but as I have
said, the ¢rection of these storeys will relieve the situ-
ation. I beg to move that this Resolution do now
pass.
Mr. BLACKMAN: T beg to second that.

Mr. HAYNES: 1T really deplore the Govern-
ment’s action with regard to this Resolution. We
are told in the Addemdum to the Resolution that
there is at present accommodation for 311 femalos
and they are making accomodations for 351. With

)
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respect to males the present accommodation is for
246 and provision is being made for 286. This is a
piecemeal business. The honourable senior member
for St. Thomag has told us that there is still going
to be congestion and I consider that they should
erect three storeys instead of two. We are going 1o
spend a lot of money in pulling down and putting
up again and that is not at all in the interest of the
future. ‘ )

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

The Resolution was passcd.

REHABILITATION OF DISCHARGED SERVICE PERSONNEL.

Dr. CUMMINS: The next Resolution, Mr.
Chairman, is one to place the sum of £2(:00 at the
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Commiittee
for the following purposes:—

(a) to make provision for the establishment in
¢ivil life of discharged service personnel;

(b) to operate or participate in schemes for the
training and for the care and maintenance of dis-
charged service personnel; and

(¢) to provide a rchabilitation fund from which
paymen's may be made.

The Addendum sets out the matter fully. It
will be remembered that between 1945 and 1947 the
sam of £10,000 was provided for the rehabilitation
of discharged service personnel, and that amount
was administered by the Rehabilitation Committee.
The amount was expended, the Committee reported
and has sinee been dissolved. Recently a few apoli-
cations from men who have returned to the island,
as well as from one or two persons who have mot
been out of the island, have been received by 'th:
Government for assistance in setting up certain busi-
ness concerns which will help them to maintain
themselves and their families. The Government
thought that instead of dealing with these applica-
tiong as they eome in, they would come to the Legis-
lature and ask for a further grant of £2,000 to be
placed at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executtive
Committee and that a Committee similar to the Re-
habilitation Committee should ke set up to adminis-
ter this sum of money after the applications of these
men have been investigated. It hag been the policy
of Governments in the past to give favourable and
sympathetic consideration to men who have served
in the War and to do everything possible to help
them to returp to civil life on their retirement. I
beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: I could not make out if the
honourable member in charge of the Resolution dis-
closed the number of ¢x-servicemen who were out of
the colony at the time of the dissolution of the Re-
habilitation Committee and whom it is now proposed
help.

Dr. CUMMINS: As far as I can remember
now, four applications have been received and the
Government felt that instead of dealing with these
applications individually they would come to the
Legislature for a certain sum. The amount is not
to be expended in respect of these four applicants;
one application is for £150 and the Government felt
that instead of coming to the Legislature for sums
of money in a piece-meal way they would ask for
one amount to be administered by a Committee
similar to the Rehabilitation Committee.

Mr. BRANCKER: Far from censuring the
Government for dealing generously with these men,

e —

I would implore them to be more liberal than they
appeared to be in the past. 1 consider that a more
sympathetic Committee than that in the pas. should be
set up to assist these men. I remember that in the
reply which the Government gave to my question
relative to unemployed Barbadian ex-servicemen
they said that it is not known how many are unem-
ployed but only 114 bave so registered at the Employ-
ment Agency of the Labour Department. I would
commend to the Government that th«y appoint to
administer this fund a Committee comprised of per-
sons who are likely to be sympathetic and magnani-
mous in dealing with these men. It is mot good
enough to have a Committee who, when g person who
has been employed comes back and asks for further
assistance, will say to him; ‘““We have hclped you al-
ready and we cannot do anything more.’’ I am not sug-
gesting that they should take .hat person and walk
with him to the end of his days, sc to speak; bur I feel .
that: where the employment given is of a temporary
nature and a person hag not thrown it away, he is
entitled to go back to the Committee and say ‘‘The
employment was only temporary and I would be 2lad
to obtain the services of the Committee in securing
further employment.”’ T notice that the Government
said in reply to my question that 64 persons were
known to have left the island; 423 were known to be
in employment; 23 persons refused employment and
831 letters of introduc.ion were given to potential
employees. I am commending to the attention of the
Government that they should endeavour to appoint
on this Committee people who would be at least
more generous than the majority of the previous
Committee seemed to be. I know of some of the
grants which they have made, I regard them as in-
adequate and many persons have agreed with me. I
think that a wore liberal policy should be followed
in trying to rehabilitate these ex-servicemen. I
think we are far behing other West Indian Colonies
in the generosity of our assistance to these men while
we should be leading the way.

Mr. WILKINSON: This ig a wvery difficult
question. We all want to see these people rehabili-
tated, at least we want to sre them in the same posi-
tion in which they were before they joincd the
Forces. The Rehabilitation Committee has been
criticised but I am assure honourable members that
there is no joy in being a member of that Coramittee.
‘We have had. schemes for the employment of drivers,
carpenters, tailors, mechanies and so forth; but when
they had completed their training there were no jobs
to be offered them. I do not know how we are going
to get over that. We have had a certain number of
men trained and they made good workmen bu: they
could not get any work. T really do not know what
the answer to this question is. We cannot have these
people stranded but, on the other hand, no country
can afford to dole them for life. I see from the
Addendum to the Resolution that another Commit-
tee is going to be appointed to assist in this matter
and I really wish the best for them. The honourable
junior member for St. Michael and the former senior
member for St. George, Mr. Springer, were members
of the Committes a’ong with me and we all came up
against the problem of finding employment for these
men. Today the position is worse. Several of these men
were assisted in repairing or building their houses and
one or two of them got assistane~ in startine shops
but there is much less money in circulation this year
than previously. I sincerely symvpathise with the
Social Welfare Officer or whatever Committee is going
to administer this fund. Every member of this House
agrees that we should try and do something for these
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men, but what are we to do? I should be glad to
hear any constructive ideas.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Let me begin by saying that
I commend the action of the Goverument in this
matter. I am sorry that thig Resolution is not for
2 greater sum of money. When the hounourable
junior member for St. James sat down I started to
wonder what could be done in the cireumstances. We
are so prone to forget and to forget so quickly.
During the War days our sympathies, our generosity,
our everything went out to the men of the Colours.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Did the honourable member
say men of colour?

Mr. MOTTLEY : No, Mr. Chairman; I said men
of the Colours. We offered them everything. Things
are really bad in this country and let me say that no
observation of mine was intended to be any criticism
of any Government. I said at the beginning that I
commend the Government’s action in the matter and
that I was sorry that the amount of the Resolution was
not greater. 1 will deal with the question of colour
when the time comes. -

Mr. CHATRMAN: We are dealing with ex-
servicemen. '

Mr., MOTTLEY: Imagine our asking on the
floor of this House what is to be done in the case of
several hundred ex-servicemen having nothing to do?
It is a fact that they have nothing to do, but you
hear over the B.B.C. that 100,000 people are wanted
in England to do work and it is only the question of
pigment that prevents people from going there!

Mr. CHATRMAN: I ask the honourable mem-
ber to be very careful on that question. There is
nothing in the Resolution about :t. »

Mr. MOTTLEY : However nicely we put it on
the floor of the House, however calmly and dispas-
kionately we may try to argue it, we only need to go
into the slums to hear how people feel about the
utterances of the Lonourable senior member for St.
Joseph that it is not the policy of Great Britain to
have any colour problem.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Before the honourable niem-
ber goes any further, I shouald like to say ihat if any
question of colour is imported into this debate I shall
rule against it. v

Mr. MOTTLEY: Lik, you, Mr. Chairman, I
have tried to drown it but when I am faced with
what has been said in this Jouse- —

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Ay soon as you carry on
with it other honourable members will do the same.

Mr, MOTTLEY: I think that we should I°t
it be seen that we object to our soldiers being debarred
from being employed in Great Britain because of
their pigment. T feel that anything should be held
up as a mark of protest against that. You haye people
walking about the street with nothing to do; they
come into my office and they go into the offices of
other people too, asking for work and for
something to eat, and yet you hear over the radio that
‘they want so many people to work in great Britain!

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member has
also heard that thousands of people are lraving Great
Britain and going somewhere else.

Mr. MOTTLEY : T have my views in this matter
and they are very strong. T regret these things very
much. T have tried to get the number of men who
have been disbanded form the Iocal Foreces, of those
who went overseas of those who have returned. Tt
would be difficult to get accurate figures now, but
T sav to those of us who stood at hom~ (A
MEMBER: And made money) and had our safety
and to those who were too il or toc old to go
overseas along with these men, let us not forget so

quickly. I am in easy access to people and they come
to me. I have been informed that despite the diffi-
culties in obtaining work, certain ex-servicemen were
offered work and they were debarred because they
were not members of the Union. I believe in Unions
but I also undersiand that these men were refused
admittance to the Union on the ground that it is
a closed thing. (Mr. Apavs: Do you know the mean-
ing of the word ‘‘closed’’?) 1 am only saying what
has been represented tc me. I understand that
certain ex-servicemen have been offered work in tais
ity and they were refi,2d or others would not work
with them beeause they were not members of the Union
and rightly so. I understand furcher that they were
refused membership of the particular Union. I hope
that 1 have made myself clear. These men weve
offered work and they were refused becaumse they
were not members of the Union. Mr. Chairman, T
would ask honourable members to have some manners,

Mr. ADAMS: I am yet to know that honourable
members cannot talk when an honourable member is
speaking except there is too much noise. There is
no Assembly in the world where meémbers do not falk
or walk about when another member is speaking. 1f
honourable members ean secure interest otherg will
listen to them.

Mr. CRAWFORD: That is not true.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Honourable members must
address the Chair.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Everybody will appreciaiz
what I am saying. I have just said what I have
understood and I would. like the honourab’'e member
in charge of the Resolution to say whether there is
any information on the point. The point I was mak-
ing is that I am not only offering eriticism against
these men not being given an opportunily to go
abroad, but I am appealing to local employers to give
some consideration to these men. If what I have
just mentioned is a faet, if such a state of affairs
exists, I feel that it is most regrettable ; because those
of us who sat at home when these men went out and
gave of their best, should today give these men of our
best. I feel that whatever Committee the Govern-
nent. might set up there will not be much benefit re-
sulting unless we do not remain with our tongue in
our check but make some really strong representations
on behalf of these ex-servicemen hinging upon the
question which was raised by the honourable junior
member for St. George and discussed in this House
some weeks ago. If there is anything to br done so
as to help rehabilitate these men it would be tc try
and get them to somg industrial country where they
can secure employment. T do not think that, as has
been represented to me, these men shou'd have been
turned back by any union; I think they should have
been given more consideration than that. T
again commend the action of the Governmeni in this
matter but T hope that they will take steps to see that
these men secure employment,

Mr. SYMMONDS: Mr. Chairman—I want te
commend the Government for having sent down this
Resolution and I feel that it is a token of the sympathy
which the Government has for thoss who offered to
risk their lives for the service of the Empire. I want
to stress that these men are tvpical of all Barbadians

who are so truly English that their language is -

English, and so are their habits, customs and even
their worship. Tt is fitting therefors that men who
have boen imbued with such loyalty ard who have
risked their lives in the service of the Empire should
be .ShOWIl some pratical appreciation of their
serviees by this Government. But I want *o
again make an appeal that something farther
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be done for these men who visked their lives
for the Empire. The honourable junior mem-
ber for St. James has informed this Committee
that many of these men have been trained, scuie of
them have become expert electriciang and others have
qualified in other callings. I suggest that any Com-
mittee whose function it is to rehabilitate th2se men
have it in their power to work along with other people
who desire to see opportunities created for these men
in Great Britain where we are told not only that
100,000 men are needed but at least 300,000. No
less distinguished a person than Sir Stafford Cripps
has just told the world in an interview given to special
correspondents that Britain hopes to solve her em-
ployment problems with the assistance of European
volunteers, many of whom a short while ago were her
enemies in an effort to destroy the British Empire
and the democratic set-up throughout the world.
If to-day Britain has been reduced to such straite
that she has been forced to accept her enemies as
volunteers in order to extricate herself from the des-
perate shortage of manpower with which she is faced,
then it ig fitting that every member of this Assembly,
every Barbadian should show his sympathy for these
men who served the Empire in the hour of peril and
for those who mnow stand under the ever-
green tree outside. It is all right if you
expect to get a job mnext month or month
after next or even the next six months because
you have something to which you can look forward;
but it is very desperate, discouraging and demoral-
ising to find yourself in a position where there is no
prospect of getting any employment after you have
risked your life for the safety of the Empire and of
democracy. I can assure honourable members that
this is no laughing matter, this is a seriou$ matter;
and it will be an eternal reflection and reproach upon
this Government or any other Government which
stands by without proper representation, without

proper protest and allows Great Britain to refuse:

work to loyal citizens in this part of the Empire. In
a debate which took place in the House of Commons
in August several speakerg stressed tha faci that
Great Britain’s need was the opportunity of these
‘Colonies, and. it was pointed out tha! it was not
Africa or some other parts of the British Empire but
only Malta and the British West Indies which were
faced with this special problem of over-popu'ation.
Tt was further pointed out that in the West Indies
there wag an abun-2ot supply of marrower repre-
senting trainable personnel which could be used to
the advantage of Qraat Eritain and th. British Em.
pire ; because, owing to the difficulties through which
‘we are pasding, if Britain sinks then all of us will
sink. If therefore Europeang are now being accepted
as volunteers in the servies of Great Britain rather
than loyal Barbadians, it is the duty of the representa-
tives of Barbadiang to see that the voice of the pesple
is heard not on'y at Downing Street but in any indus-
trial part of England where labour ig required. We
find that manufacturing firms in England want to
sell goods in Barbados even although their cost is
high. Even if we do not want to purchase these goods
we find that representatives of these firms are sent to
this jsland to impress upon distributors and salesmen
the quality of the goods so that we should give to
British goods the opportunity of bemg sold in this
market. Therefore it strikes e that if ws are to
do these ex-servicemen and their unemployed loval
relatives in this island anv serviee, it ig our bounden
duty to take a 'eaf out of the book of those who are
experienced in the Mother Conntrv-—and to-dav T sav
the Mother Country most advisedly and most seriously

because for everything we have ever enjoyed we
owe a debt of gratitude to Great Britain. We are
grateful for her colonizing policy and her defence
throughout the years and during the last 100 years
she has been marked by such a democratic spirit that
she has been the champion of human freedom.

At this point, it now being 3.30 p.m., Mr.
SpEARER ook the Chair and stated that it was now
time for the consideration of Private Members’ Busi-
ness.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (B).

Mr. ADAMS: 1 had no intention of asking
leave to move for the suspension of Rule 61 (b) but
I am sure that honourable memberg whose sentiments
are being expressed, feel the necessity of getting this
money into the hands of the Executive Committeo so
that an early start can be made in connection with
this matter. T hope that honourable members will
agree to the suspension of the Rule for the purpose
of completing this Reso'ution alone. I ask leave
therefore to move the suspension of Rule 61 (b).

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Lonourable member to make the motion.

! Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (b}
be now suspended.

Mr. TaLma seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

Mr. SPEAKER: When the time for Private
Members’ Business arrived, the House was in Com-
mittee of Supply.

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Mr. SprAKER left the Chair, and the House re-
sumed Committee of Supply, Mr. Ramsay being in
the Chair-

REHABILITATION OF DISCHARGED SERVICE PERSONNEL.

Mr. CHATRMAN: When the House was in
Committee of Supply just now, we were considering
a Resolution in conneection with the rehabilitation of
discharged service personne!. The honourable junior
member for St. George was speaking.

Mr. SYMMONDS: Mr. Chairman,— Every
Barbadian is deeply conscious of the fact that during
the past 100 years Great Britain has been the
champion of human liberty and when the history of
the world will have been written, the policy of the
British Government throughout the past eentury,
as far as human rights and liberties go, will be one
of the most illustrious. It is because of this that
the vast majority of Barbadians will be found to be as
deeply loyal to England as the British people who
have been born in Great Britain. Even if it is said
that Great Britain needs 100,000 workers, she needs
70,000 for the coal-mining industry and while it has
been advanced that Barbadians are mot strong

enough to undergo the hard work of mining, I want

o remind honourable members that during the 1914-
18 War many Barbadians some of them from the
parish of St. George—the Goodings, Talmas, Rast-
monds and several others—I am just enlightening
honourable members on this matter lest they be mis-
led—several Barbadians were recruited for service
n the mines in Canada; they served in Great Britain
and in Novg Scotia for a year or longer and gave
every satisfaction. It has been said by persons in
very exalted positions in this island that a Barba-
dian who can labour for long hours in the hot sun
digging up the soil would find it very diffieult to
work in a coal mine; and that the cutting of soft
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stone in our quarries is child’s play as compareld
with the work of a miner in England. However,
from the factg which I have gathered and from talk-
ing with Barbadians who have worked in coal mines,
tha: is not the case. The fact that Barbadians have
served satisfactorily im the coal mines should be an
encouragement to us to present a united front in
trying to get employment if not for every unemploy-
¢d Barbadian, at least for the discharged personnel
who risked their liveg in the serviece of the Empire.
We are interested in the building of a West Indian
nation; we are interested in cementing and main-
taining those ties of goodwill which bind us to Eng-
land as the Mother Country and this is a moment
in our history when we hear over the radio that
England needs help. We hear that she wanis
volunieers and that she is taking European volun-
teers; and there are Englishmen in the British House
of Commons who have plainly said, that in the West
Indies there is an abundant supply of trainable per-
sonnel who can be of help in Britain’s industriat
drive. If we in this island are aware that Britain
has never at any time offered a single Barbadian ths
opportunity to work for one cent in England we
should see that the hour has now come when Britain
should demonstrate that feeling of reciprocity, that
fecling resulting from an understanding of our
needs, the understanding which we have been
taught and trained from our youth in all our schools
to expect of England. We have been taught to
worship heroes like Sir Philip Sydney who, in dyinz
gave water to a wounded soldicr saying, “ His need is
greater than mine.”” The needs of Barbados today
are greater than those of Great Britain even in
austerity. It is our duty to make one united, effort
now to help our suffering people. Let us not allow
this opportunity to slip lest thousands of suffering
and loyal people of this island miss the chance for
industrial training and education. Thig is the op-
portunity which Providenece has now placed within
our grasp if we will only take it. (Cheers).

Mr. DOWDING: I regret very much that I
did not get my Order Paper until yesterday after-
noon and when I saw that this important matter was
to be considered, it surprised me that we did not deal
with it in the first place this morning. We have
wasted the greater part of the day and have now
come down to one of the most important matters
on the Order Paper. I speak as one of the Barba-
dians who went abroad willingly to serve King and
country: I have been in contact with privates,
sergeants and officers throughout my Army career
and throughout my civilian career and the sgituation
with them is a serious one. There are lads who
are well-qualified, lads who have risen {o the rank
¢f captain in the Army and to-day they are unable
to secure work in thig island. There are also those
who were privates, eorporals and sergeants and they
are all unable to obtain any employment here. Some-
timeg ten of them come to me in one day; sometimes
iwo, sometimeg fifteen. I know what I am talking
about. These men are finding it very hard to live. At
the beginning of the present crop there were at least
100 ex-so'diers in the yard of one sugar factory! T am
not saying that every individual is a good man but
the majority of these men are good ma‘erial, material
that can be trained and used. But what is happening?
The sum of £10,000 has alrcady been spent in the
rehabilita*ion of discharged service personnel. That
was a certain amount of assistance given but on the
whole it was very little. Here we are asked to provide
the sum of £2,000 in the same connection. We have
been told that four applications for assisfance have
been received, but I bave had so many people coming

to me—I am quiie certain that there are at least
400 of these pecple who are in a very serious position
not being able to ob.ain any work. The situation
with these men who offered voluntarily to serve King
and country is a bad one and i: nceds the greatest

consideration. When War was doelaved ycars ago
we heard g lot about the common cffort, that every
man must do his bit regardless of class, eolcur or
creed. To-day we have a different type of War;
things are worse than they were at the height of the
war especially as regards food which is our great-
es! support. And we hear from the United Kingdom
that they are in meed of workers. Mr. Chairman,
there is just as great a need today for a common
effort to supply these men who are capable of doing
this work and thoge who are not capable of doing it
can be trained and made capable of doing it. As
oreat as 99% of these men can be trained and made
capable. If they were willing to risk their lives for the
Empire then they would be willing to go and get some
work. Thesa men are suffering and there is work in
England to be done if they could only get there to do
it. There is no common effort being made: I speak
very strong’y in thig matter. I have discussed this
problem with others on several oceasions and we couid
ot see exactly what the solution is; but the only solu-
tion I ean think of is that we should provide work not
only for the ex-soldiers but for most of the unem-
ployed in this island, and let it be a real common
effort between ug and the United Kingdom. (Cheers)
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I would like to say

in connection with this Resolution chat I do not
believe in palliatives. The amount asked for in the
Resolution ig £2,000 to give some relief to these men
but, to my mind. that eannot really solve the problem.
Sometimes in order to relieve a problem and you
approach it in this manner, you will find tnat you
have good intentions but you build up for yourself
a danger which is very hard to remove. From the
time of the formation of the Rehabiltation Committee
I had my doubts about it. Even if you lend people
money for desirable purposes and the policy is not
a long-term one or adequate provision ecapnct be
made for it, soonmer or later the mouncy goes and
the people are in the same posilion ag when they
borrowed the money. The sum of £2,000 is a lot
of money for an individual, but it is not much money
for a group of people such as this. I do not know
the number of people but T would rather see the
Government embark upon a projeet, even if it costs
more money, to employ these people profitab'y. As
regards the statement of the honourable senior mem-
ber for the City about people applying to the Union
for work and being refused I do not intend to explain
the matter to the Committee because I believe that a
delicate matter of industrial negotiations must be
discussed in proper quarters. It is mot within the
provinee of this House to discuss a matter like this
because it is a matter which affects employers and
workmen. Where you have indus‘rial machinery
set up, where the employers have their own Union
and the workers have their own Union, it may be
good meat for politicians to make some political
statement out of it, but from an industrial point of
view it cannot do any good for the country. With
the amount of casual work there is in Barbados you
will create a greater problem if you try to make
work more casual; and if you bring in more people
into any branch of work that will make the position
very difficult where wages are concerned. If you
make the work more casual, the few people who got
there will always be a demand for mor: monev. With
regard to ex-servicemen being refused membership of
the Union T should like to point out that you do not
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join a Union so as to get work. The Union would find
itself in a peculiar plight.if people joined i. so as
to get work because it would not have work for them
and therefore there would be a very difficult position
created. I repeat tha: the House is not the place
for any discussion of these matters. To go back to
this Resolution, T am of the c¢pinion that whether vou
find work for these people ouiside the island or you
start a project within the island where not only ex-
servicemen but other pcople ecan be employed, that
would be betler than these half mecasures to provide
relief for these people. I do not mind giving thesc
men relief but T am wondering now if the benefit dc-
rived from the £10,000 that was previously provided--
I know that the members who served on the Rehabili.
tation Committce tried their best—could be appreci-
ated in the sense in which it was intended to be. The
sum of £100,000 might be provided but it is better t¢
devise ways and means of spending that money on
scme projeet where it will be of benefit not on'y to
these people but the communi“y as a whole. I am
voting for the Resolution but T feel that some projeect
should be embarked upon whereby profitable employ-
ment can be provided for the people of the colony.
Mr. BRANCKER: I am wondering if the Gov-
crnment has given any consideration to the purchase
of a small plantation for the benefit of those ex-service-
men who are agriculturally minded. I think the
Government would be well advised to consider the
attitude of these people towards running an estate
for themselves. That would not be a case of spending
a certain amount of money which in a few month’s
time will be all gone, but the idea would be to have
the estate running on the principle of a collective
farm. Many of these people might be agriculturally
minded and they might be willing to try their hands
at farming. As a matter of fact, if the Government
were favourably disposed towards that suggestion
and they wanted to start such an experiment, I think
that there is now in the market a place which would
benefit the people in the Leeward distriet particularly.
The Government might well submit a Resolution for
the purchase of Springers and Butchers containing
about 50 acres in the parish of St. Lucy. The opera-
tion of a collective farm is worth while considering,
and as I have already said, many of these ex-service-
men might care to try their hands at farming. If
the ex-servicemen did not take kindly to eollective
farming, there are many other people who would be
willing to take over any farm and run it successfully.
Mr. WARD: We have had the experience of one
of our sons who have been out to fight for their King
and eountry. It is all very well for us to stand
around this Table and make certain remarks but
from what I have been made to understand I really
do not know if England is in such a desperate plight
for workers. We read that Englishmen are leaving
England and going to the Dominions so as to obtain
work. T have been told by very authoritative sources
that the trouble in England is that the people have
been concentrating on one part of the country and
there is the need for a redistribution of the population.
T understand that people have col'ected in certain
distriets and there are others where work can be ob-
tained but there is nobody to do it. I do not believe
that the situation in England is what we think it is.
If we had to send our people to Bngland the first
diffienlty with which Englishmen would be confronted
would be the finding of homes'for our people; and it
i a well-known fact that England herself has no where
to house her own neople. While T feel that it is a
good voint to make that the British Government
<honld pive some consideration to our people by giving
them employment after they have faced the disasters
of War so as to protect Britain and also this country,
T also feel that if the British Government cannot

find any employment for these people we ourselves
will have to start some industry so as to employ them.
I do not believe that the majority of these people are
labourers so that it would be out of the question to
ask them to work on the land or in. collective farming.
I feel that they would prefer an industrial set-up
and I do not think it is too much for us to try and find
some scheme or create some new industry which will
be of some help to our people who have served us
so faithfully. As the honourable senior member for
St. George has reminded us, it must be borne in mind,
that these people volunteered to go and fight in order
to protect ns and some consideration should be given
to them since they so willingly risked their lives for
our safety. I repeat: it is not too much for this
Government, if they really have these ex-gervicemen
at heart, to experiment in some industry whereby
we will be able to provide employment for a good
many of them and for others too if not for all. The
question is: Can we at this moment think of or
undertake any industry which will be profitable so
as to provide «mployment for our people? Mr.
Chairman, it must be borne in mind that we will
have to start an industry to employ our people con-
tinually even if we do not make any profit. If
these people are hungry and are willing and pre-
pared to do some kind of work then it is the Govern-
ment’s duty to find work for them even if it is work
imn building new roads which will benefit the com-
munity. Bvep if we lose money in a project we are
losing even now because we are doling out money.
Until we ean receive a grant we must try and go on
our own oars. No matter how sympathetic we may be
towards these people in giving them a dole we have
to be careful not to do any injustice to others. It
is not too much for the Government to spend a few
thousand pounds in embarking on something which
will be for the benefit of the island.

Mr. SYMMONDS: T cannot allow the remarks
of the honourable senior member for St. Lucy to
pass unchallenged beeause if I did so, that would be
doing a great disservice to thousands of people in
this island. The honourable member wonders where
they will find housing facilities in England for Bar-
badians; my answer to that is that Barbadizns can
have the same housing facilities which are extended
to Kuropean Volunteers which no less distinguished
snd responsible a person than Sir Stafford Cripps
informs wus they are now recruiting or about
to reeruit from Kurope. Captain Gammans, a Con-
servative, and other members of the British House
of Commons, responsible men in company with
numerous economic experts who are selected to give
ta'ks over the BBC, tell us that there is a definite
shortage of labour in very essential industries in
Great Britain—agriculture, coal mining and textile—
and I am saying that it is not our duty to make
excuses for Bngland; it is our duty to try aud obtain
employment for our people there.

Mr. CRAWFORD: T do not want to emphasize
any points which have already been made but I fz2el
that due attention should be given to the remarks
of the various speakers who have emphasized the
necessity for expending money on some sort of pro-
ductive work. With the passing of this Resolutiou
we will have voted £12,000 for the purpose of re-
habilitating discharged service personnel; and as has
been pointed out by other speakers, while this money
might have alleviated the economic position of the
recipients, yet in the majority of cases it was not of
any permanent benefit to them and very likely the
position of these people is now even worse than it
was before. The suggestion of the honourable junior
member for St. Luey relative to the purchase of =
farm on which to settle the agriculturally-minded
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people who could produce vegetables and short crops
iy not unworthy of consideration and attention
might also be paid to the possibility of establishing a
furniture shop with proper ¢quipment. Those who
have the necessary training could engage in work of
this sort and others might also be trained in it so that
the money invested in this manner would provid:
continuous and profitable employment for those
whom this Resolution seeks to benefit. I think the
British Guiana Government when they voted the
first large sum of money for the rehabilitation of
discharged service personnel, set up an engineering
shop and equipped it with the necessary machinery
so as to employ those who were trained in engineering
in England and elsewhere during the War and ap-
prentice others who desired to be apprenticed. You
can readily appreciate that a provision of this sort
would mean more to the ecommunity and the ‘ex-
servicemen than the mere doling out of a few dollars
or a few pounds as the case may be. Thig money!
might be badly invested, in a small shop perhaps,
and the property which the people might own might
be involved and in a few months’ time both the
money and the property will be faien away by some
wholesale merchant of Roebuck Street. In my
opinion, it is advisable for the new Committee which
is to be set up to approach the matter from this
angle and I am sure that the members of the Legis-
lature in this colony would be willing to increase
this vote to £4,000, £5,000 or £6,000 if they could
‘be assured that the money will be invested in some
productive project which will in consequence pro-
vide some work of a permanent nature, work which
will yield returng and be of permanent benefit to
the community.

Mr. ADAMS: Before the question is put I
should like to say that we who are so far away from
England and hear and read speeches do not know
what the true position is, because, like henourable
members, I have read both things which have beeun
mentioned by honourable members. There are
actually more people who have left England or who
are on the waiting list to leave, than what Sir Staf-
ford Cripps says were necessary for employment in
England. 1 want to congratulate the honourable
senior member for St. Luey for being so courageous
because when it is so easy to arouse cheers and let
it be thought that you are doing all you can for the
unemployed by saying that there is employment in
England, it takes a lot of courage for the honourabiv
wmember or any other honourable- member to remind
the Committee that the position may not be as easy

- as they think. This Government has never ceased
in trying to get an outlet for people in other coun-
tries where employment can be obtained; this Gov-
ernment has never ceased to make enquiries in this
direetion before anything was published in the news-
papers, even before the honourable junior member for
St. Lucy could ask any question. I say that as a com-
pliment to the honourable member because he is al-
ways very anxious to see what he can bring to the
notice of the Government for the beenfit of the com-
munity. That compliment is deserving and it is meant.
Sometimes the honourable member does not know
that we are working on a matter and he shows his
anxiety for something be done about it. I say as
a .s_imple statement of faet that unemployment is
sbviously our most pressing problem; it has been so
for decades and as far as human foresight can tecll
as, it will be so for years and years to come. The
trouble is that this island is over-populated and
therefore any sort of Government would naturally
try at all times to see what can be done by way of
securing employment for its people. When honour-

ible members say ‘“Let us have a common front and
tet us pull together’’ they should remember other
things and they should know the implications of
what they are saying. I am very glad that in a
debate of this sort, coming opn the heels of the speech
ot the honourable senior member for St. George, the
honourable junior member for St. Lucy should sug-
gest to the Government that they should buy land for
the purpose of collective farming. But, unfortunate-
ty, people do not sell their land cheaply and while it is
quite easy to ask why does the Government not buy
land, the Government always have to pay exorbitanc
prices for land. The Government has several plans
in view to be presented to the House within a short
time for the relief of unemployment. The Govern-
ment is doing its utmost, in spite of the obstacles
which are put in its way, to relieve unemployment
in this island. Despite allegations to the contrary,
the Government has constantly kept in touch with
the Authorities in the United States of America with
a view to securing further emigration schemes
there. I make mno reply to those allegations
other than to say that it is a crude typ-
of man who when he telephones a friend asking
for an interview and is told to call the next day,
still gets a taxi and lands at the other man’s door,
step. I know that certain allegations have beeir
made with regard to emigration to the United States
of America. I am glad for this debate during which
we have had the words of the honourable junior
member for Sf. James, who is said to be one of the
best business brains in Bridgetown, that he wishes
well of any Committee which undertakes this matter
because the Rehabilitation Committee fried their
best and found no solution and they had been sub-
jected to eriticism. What are we to do, we who have
no business brains, when those who are the best busi-
ness brains have failed? I should like to remind
honourable members in conneetion with agricultural
work that if you take an agricultural labourer and
give him a different outlook in life he is not going
pack to farming. Many people have refused work
which has been offered them; that is human nature.
Every boy who is employed to work in a garden
looks forward to the time when he will drive a car;
he has the ambition to improve his position in lif..
If a man who has never worn shoes or eclothes
in his life gets several pairs of shoes and
several suits, can you expect him to go back to St. An-
drew, for instanee, and farm the land? Honourable
members have just heard an appeal to pull together
and I hope that when the Land Acquisition Bill and
the Housing and Town Planning Bill come before the
House we will not get any unseemly obstruction, T
hope that the big land-owners will sell the Government
land at £20 per acre instead of £80 per acre. Let wis
be united in our efforts; let us put away all obstacles
which are put in our way by Englishmen or others.
T am no imperialist as the honourable junior
nrember for St. George seems to be; I am
mindful of the fact that we owe such de-
velopment schemes as we have been able to obtain
to the British taxpayer. We are still being given
money by the British taxpayer and we should give
him back his coppers before we curse him. I repeat,
I am no imperialist and some of the words that have
fallen from the lips of the honourable junior mem-
ber for St. George would have fallen from my lips
when I was a schoolboy, but never again. England
has her faults just as any other country, but it
comes with very bad grace from us considering that
we have been given a certain standard of comfort—
and 1 do not exaggerate when I say that we as &
community, were best supplied with commodities
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during the last War, we never knew what it was to
stand in a queue for food when our neighbours had
to do that . When we are asking for help it ill- be-
comes us to curse the people from whom we are asking
help; it ill becomes a beggar to curse the person from
whom he begs. You cannot be a beggar and a curser
at the same time. The best way to borrow money
from any person is to flatter him, Tot tell him how
thin-gkinned he is. The words which have been used
by the honourable senior member for St. George ap-
peal to all of us; let us pull together, let us see what
we can do to help one another. The Government
has in one case been offered land at a reasonable
price—the owner of the land is a lady. Let g few
more people who own hundreds of acres do the same
(Cheers) and then the unemployed will no longer
be unemployed.

Sometimes it is said of thig Government that we
are not willing to increase the wealth of the colony,
that we are not, willing to industrialize ; but people do
not know what we are up against. No normat capi-
talist whom I have come across in this country will
put one half cent in anything unless he sees that he
is getling money out of it. Such attempts as I have
seen made to do anything to create work for a sub-
stantial number of people in this country or to benefit
the country by the sale of products cheaply, have
come from Englishmen in the country and from
Englishmen outside who are w11hng to come in. In
short, they are local capitalists; they do not start
anything unless they feel more than reasonably sure
that profits are coming and that those profits are
just around the corner- Let us have these copy-book
maximums, but let us live up to them. I hope that
when the Liand Aecquisition Bill and the Housing and
Town Planning Bill come before the Legislature,
the honourable junior member for St. Luey will
influence his newly-found political friends to lend
their support in trying to keep the price of land at a
reasonable figure so that the Government can acquire
it for the benefit of the people. I have to make these
points because I wish to assure honourable members
that if any honourable member makes a suggestion
which is clearly useful to the community, the Gov-
ernment doeg not turn it down. Perhaps the hon-
ourable member did not think of the suggestion first;
but any suggestion which is made is considered in
order to see whether it ean be put into effect or not.
We would not be human beings if that were not so.
This Government, in spite of the difficulties which
the previoug Rehabilitation Committee encountered, is
perfectly prepared to ask for this sum of money so
that these men might be relieved whilst schemes are
being worked out. It is a perpetual headache to
anticipate the trend of the labour market. I appeal
in all seriousness to the eapitalists of this country;
they have the money and the business experience and
they have sympathy for the unemployed who went
abroad in order to protect them and their wealth.
Why can’t some of them try to start some project
or put aside some corner of their estate so as to afford
an allotment for the benefit of the people whom they
want to assist? We are now about to ask the House
to nationalise petroleum in order to have money in
the Treasury to assist in carrying out schemes for
the benefit. of the people and there is the ery being
made that we are stealing people’s property and so
on,

- Mr. CHATRMAN: We are not discussing that
now. . .

Mr. ADAMS: There are so many statements

appearing in the Presg and objections made by ill-
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advised persons that the Government is doing this,
that and the other, that I must remind the Committee
that the Government in company with other Colonial
Governments including Trinidad, is attemptlng to
make necessary legislation whereby the mineral re-
sources of the colony are to be kept in the colony
for the benefit of a!l the inhabitants of the colony;
and when you gee thege statements and objections it
makes you wonder how muech attention some people
pay to their writings and speeches before they write
and speak. There are those whose hearts bleed with
sympathy, they have sympathy in their writings and
speeches, but they do not gay: ‘I will give yon a
free living on a quarter of an acre of land where you
can plant vegetables for your help.”’ Instead of doing
that, they will curse the Government. Ag far as the
honourable senior member for the City is concerned,
I am sorry that I have to end on a note where I will
have to accept his challenge and in this connection
1. congratulate the honourable senior member for St-
Peter on being much quieter than I thought he would
Lave been. As the honourable member hag said, in
view of what is happening now, this is not the time for
saying things which might possibly make people lose
cheir tempers or make them fieel that you are not
being fair. But I ask honourablg members a simple
question; do you solve an unémployment problem by
removing a man who is already in work and putting
& demobilized man in his place? I find that solution
a very difficult one. The same people who are aware
of the necessity for he'ping the unemployed have, by
reason of their position in the labour world, to safe-
guard those who are already in work. A merchant
might tell an unemployed person: ‘‘I employ twenty
persons, I cannot remove one of them and bring
another”; or he might say: “I will try and make
work for you although I can do without your service,
but inasmuch as you are unemployed I will find
something for you to.do’’. Surely that merchant
would be blameable if he knocked off one of his em-
ployees and put that unemployed person in  his
place. That is the answer to the suggestion that
the Union is not doing this or that. The honourable
senior member for the City has not got the matter
right and therefore there is no need to reply to an
accusation which has not been made. It is not true
to say that the Union has prevented people from
working because they are not members of the Union
or otherwise. If you have a certain number of men
employed already, how can you, in the middle of e
dispute make use of ex-servicemen? And you can-
not set workman against workmen. Where negotia-
tions are still pending and people are locked out—
and T should like to explain that there was a lock-out
the other day and not a strike — to put demobilized
personnel in place of these men would not be doing
justice either to the original workers or the demob-
ilized men. I must thank honourable members
who have made suggestions and who have not
blamed the Government to-day. They are only
saying that we should collaborate; but I ask them to
consider seriously that what they have said to-day
is the most serious indictment against the capitalist
system ; namely that even the cleverest braing in the
colony cannot solve the unemp oymen- problem: the
capltallst system is rampant in this island and it was
present in a modified form in Great Britain before the
Labour Government came into power. The House wil!
see next Tuesday that we are not a bankrupt colony.
For our size we are as wealthy if not the wealthiest
colony in the Caribbean area, Trinidad and Jamaica
not excluded. Our revenue has exceeded even our
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most sanguine expectations and I know that Mr.
Herbert Scaly and others will reply and say that
the Government taxes people too much. It is not the
actual resources of the colony which cause this vast
amount of unemployment; it is the bad distribution
of money in the colony. Therefore those whose busi-
ness in life fits them to help to spread employment
more thoroughly in this colony ought not mercly to
say in pleasant words that something must be done
for the employed; they will be doing the colony
ang their conscience good if they would join private
enterprise with public enterprise in doing something
to relieve the unemployment situation. I have said
that purposely because the Secretary of State for the
Colonies has reminded us that there is rowym for
both private ard public industry. When private in-
terests ask this Labour Government what it is doing
We say: The Government is doing its best but
we are hoping that you too will do your best.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I hope that I will be per-
mitted to make a few observations. Apropos to the
remarks made by the honourable junior member for
St. George, the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph said that he would make those re-
marks when he was a school-boy but mnot neow
that he has grown up. I think it is really a pity
that some of us ever grow up (Laughter) becaus:
if we remained as school-boys the personal considera-
tions and the ulterior motives which becloud our
perspective and interfere with our better judgment
would never operate. I mever thought that I would
sit in a Chamber of elected representatives in this
colony and hear it said that we find ourselves in
the position of beggars at the hands of Great Britain ;
and therefore if we attempt in any way to speak
out plainly or ecriticize British Imperial policy in
any phase we are being ungrateful. Those of us
who know the facts will readily admit that the
money which is being spent in these Colonies to-day
under the Colonial Development and Welfare Organ-
ization is the result of the pricking of the con-
science of Oreat Britain. The British people
felt that they have exploited these Colonies
for so long and the position in which the
Colonies find themselves to-day is so deplorable
and disgraceful that if they are to hold up their
heads with pride among the nations of the world, the
time has come when the British people should a'-
tempt to make some reparation for the evils of the
past. The honourable senior member for St. Joseph
would have us to believe that this is a wonderful,
generous gesture, that Great Britain out of her
heart is generously giving us money and we must
take it quietly beeause it is sheer charity.  These
Colonies have been producing raw materials for
centuries and sending them to the British market
for nothing, sending them at a price which could
not give a fair return to the producers and allow
a living wage for the people employed in the pro-
duction of the materials; and then they re-ship the
same materials of these Colonies at exorbitant
prices. Now that some attempt at reparation is
being made we are told that we are ungrateful be-
cause we speak plainly! T do not believe that at all.
Some of us after we have left the school-boy and the
adolescent stage, allow our personal considerations
to weigh with us. We have been told that we must
be quiet in trying to get British Imperial loans and
when people who are fully conscious of the situation
and who bave a deep knowledge of the true position
begin to speak, you weigh one statement against
the other. You get one person saying this and
another person saying that,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Bus every honourable mem-
ber is entitled to his opinion.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The opinion should be
based on tfact.. Therefore when those who know
the facts see that a wrong inference is drawn, they
feel obligated at least to let the true position be
known. As regards the question of unemployment
m this colony, when you hear the remarks irade
that unemployment will be our greatest problem for
years to come, let us face the facts. What sense does
it make to say, as the honourable semior member
for St. Joseph hag said, that no capitalist wou @ put
money in any concern unless he sees a profit in it?
That is child’s talk. If you put money in a business
whether you are a ecapitalist or not, you expeet to
get returns.  Did the honourable member not study
his profession because he thought he would inake
money out of it¥ Anybody who invests money in a
business or lives on hig wife’s earnings or however he
gets along, he is doing it because he thinks he can
get a profit on his investment. What the Govern-
ment wants is a programme. It is futile to talk
about land costing the Government so much and
when you try tc buy it, it costs more. We sat down
in this Assembly aund bought the Bay Hslale —-

Mr. CHAIRMAN: There is g general hubbub in
the Visitors’ gallery and T am asking visitors to the
House to remain quiet.

Mr. CRAWFORD: We paid £65,000 for the

Bay Estate because it suited certain people. We

wi'l again, perhaps in the near future, pay exorbitant
sums for properties and you will not hear that they
asked too much money for them then. If -certain
people want them to be bought they will be hought.

Mr. CHATIRMAN: Is the honourabl, membcr.

casting aspersions on the purchasers of the Bay
Estate ?

Mr. CRAWFORD: No, Sir. Th. Committee
has been told that when it is a question of the
acquisition of land the Governmern' has to pay an
exorbitant price. When it was th2 Jesire to pur-
chage properties in the past, they were purchased
whether the price was exorbitant or not beeause it
suited certain peop'e to purchase them. Therefore
there is no excuse for indifference or negligence
or sins of omission because we have had the example
before; and in connection with the acquisition by the
Government of properties which the Governnent
felt would be useful and be of good advantage to
them, the Government as we know, have the power
to acquire these properties at the best pessible
orice. T am amazed to hear the argument that
because the honourable junior member for St.
James claims that his Committee had difficulty in
providing a constructive programme to rehabilitate
these ex-servicemen, and as he is one of the best
business braing in Bridgetown, therefore mo other
Committee will be able to provide such a programmz:.

The honourable junior member for St. James is a

good businessmapn and the honourable senior member
for St. Joseph can only appreeiate his extraordinary
businegs ability in so far as this matter is con-
cerned! TIf the honourable member is a businessman
par excellence in the community why not have him
in the Government? -

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Surely the honourable
member remembers the resignation of the honour-
able junior member for St. James from the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. CRAWFORD : We should have in the Gov-
ernment people with the ability to plan con-
structively for the country, to present schemes to
the Legislature instead of passing the buck and
trying to pick up all sorts of excuses for doing
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vothing. When the people of this colony will have
been satistied that every attempt is being made
permanently to eradicate this ¢vil of uncmployment
by constructive planning, by starting a scheme of
industrialization—when ihat is done tuen we can
afford to sit back and say that we are really doing
something. Less than a monih ago we had the
spectacle of a debale in the Other Place in which
we learnt that the Government refused to assist in
the industrialization of Barbados. Wpe read that
an application was made by a local company for
permission to bring in machinery duty free for
the establishment of a canning industry. We were
told that the Government refused the application
and had refused to declare any settled policy in
the matter; and it was impied in the speech of
an honourable member that the Government pre-
ferred to treat every case on its own merits. Art
we going to be told by the same Government that
they are doing everything to assis; in the indus-
trialization of the colony? Every other colony is
doing everything in order to attract new industries
in the colony. Nobody is suggesting that you are
not going to have capitalists trying {o get tue
best out of their investments, but the Government
can regulate the profits in any industry. In British
Guiana, the Governor said at the opening of
the Iegislature that the Government had al-
ready agreed to the granting of concessiong in
connection with the development of industries.
In Puerto Rico millions of dollars hav. been made
because of the concessiong granted by the Govern-
ment. Throughout the West Indies to-day it is a
recognised princip'e that the only way in which
you can develop the country industrially is by
offering concessions to people to come in and when
business is started you can regulate the profits md
see that people receive a fair share of them. This
is not the time to develop this point; the time will
come wheyp it will be developed as extensively and as
emphatically as the circumstances warrant. I merely
make these observations in passing just to empha-
size that you cannot a'ways pull the wooi over the
eyes of the people in the communmity. It iz not
possible for people to fool all the people all ihe
time. (Cheers) If there are those who are not capable
of thinking for themselves and who are not capabie
of estimating and appreciating the full import of
these matters, one can easily forgive them for the
fol'lowing blindly without question the path set by
the people whom they have to follow; but in the final
analysis it is the people of thig country who will
eventually decide these issues. Fully conscious of
this fact as T am, T can afford to face their verdict
with equanimity. -
Mr. ADAMS: I had no intention of speaking

_again : but T have completely come to the end of sitting

down quietly and listening to strings of untruths
which T sometimes feel that the House will discover
for themselves. and let it go abroad that the Govern-
ment is not doing this, that or the other. The Gov-
ernment has just been accused of paying an exorbi-
tant price for land because it suited certain people. If
there are anv doubting Thomases I will get the necess-
ary permission to produce the Report by the hqnour-
able senior member- for St. Philip which says this: ‘T
consider thiz price a reasonable price. Signed W. A.
Crawford.’’ What is the value of the honourable mem-
her’s ntterances?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Let us be calm; do not call
the honourable member bv name.

Mr. ADAMS: T am quoting a Report: I repeat:
the honourable member makes this rash accusation
against the Government that in order to please cer-
tain people they gave that exorbitant price for the

Bay Estate, and we are setting an example for things
to come. I will get the necessary permission, to put
into the hands of honourable members the Report
vwhich has been signed by the honourable member. He
says: ‘‘I consider it a good scheme and the price a
reasonable price’’, and then accuses the Government
of what he has just accused them. Mr. Chairman,

the honourable member used to publish in his news-

paper extracts from ‘‘Mein Kampf’’ from week to
week and I suggest that he learnt well® that if you
are telling a lie you should tell a thundering one.” I
have given the honourable member the lie to what he
Liag said in black and white.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I ask the honcurable
member not to continue in that strain for the sake
of peace.

Mr. ADAMS: The honourable member has ac-
cused the Government of not doing anything where
industrialisation is concerned. The first project to
come before the House in recent years was the result
of a request by the owners of Spring Hall. The
Government sent down a Resolution for a refund of
the money which the Company paid on machinery for
making fuel from megasse. The Resolution eame be-
fore the House and it was strongly attacked by the
Congress Party. The honourable senior member for
St. Philip prompted his colleague to oppose the Res-
olution. I grant you that his colleague says what he
actually believes.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Again I hear a voice from
the Visitors” gallery and I shall ask Mr. Speaker to
Lave the gallery cleared unless visitors can keep still.

Mr. ADAMS : That was a beginning so as to get
an expression of opinion from the House. I am not
afraid to face the position whether I get fewer votes

. or not. What happened ? I had no intention of voting

for the Resolution, but rather than attack the Gov-
ernment by voting against it T used to walk out when-
ever the Resolution was brought, up for consideration.
The Resolution was returned to the Government and
as a result they did not proceed with it. The prin-
ciple was established that the House will oppose any
such request on the part of a privaic company
for an unqualified concession and an opinion was
expressed that the work:r anl the consumer were
to be protected. There are certain things which
can be taken over by the Government. Let me
remind the Committee at this staze of the Address
to the Government asking that public utilities be
nationalised. The Government has botu a positive
and a negative duty. We have the House telling
the Government to nationalise public utilities and
what is the Government to do when matters of
a similar nature come before it but try each of
them on its merits? I do not shrink from this lan-
guage; to get the words of the honourable senior
member for St. Philip to square with his actions
presents a thorny, knotty, insoluble problem. TLet
us take the Hot:l B! which was som1 Jown to ihe
House. It was put into the hands cf the honourable
member who wag all for it becanse evervbody says
and many people believe that the most important
secondary industry in {his colonv is the tonrist
industry. I am mnot prepared to vote for
a Bill of the type which that was, allowing
hotels of a certain size to get all their
mattresses and so on free. The honourable
senior member for St. Philip who is the only man.
the Leader of the only Party and who was anxious
to help people, walked out Tuesday after Tuesday
when the Order dealing with that Bill was to ve
called! Tf he means what he says he would have
shown the public that he was anxious to help the
unemployed and we were not: but the honourable
member was afraid of the Hotel Bill. He wanted to
help the capitalists and also the workers; but he was




290

‘HOUSE

caught between two stools, the workers whom he dic
not want to offend after he had let them down in the
strike, and the owners, and he who sits between two
stools eventually falls,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I do not thiuk it is neces-
sary for the honourable member to carry on in that
strain.

Mr. ADAMS: I am speaking for the Govern-
ment. The honourable senior member for St.
Philip says that we are the only Government thal
do nothing at all. It is against the Rules to refer
t¢ any matter thas ltakeg place in the Other Plice
but when the Government is accused of incorape-
tence and the facts are not put befors the pabllie,
the public are bound to get a wrong impression.
What this Government is going to insist upon is to
try and get carried into legislation what it believes
is. for the good of the country; and it iy going to see
{hat certain things do not get into the hands of
any private business which is running for profit.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1If the honourable member
refers to that in glowing terms he can carry on.

Mr. ADAMS: When the Government does
not carry out certain things it is because of the
hills of opposition which it has to surmount. This
Qovernment has certain views and the Labour Party
for the last ten years has been preaching the same
views and sticking to them. There are thvee.catem
gories in which you can place Government inter-
ference: there is outright nationalisation, the
control of profits and wages; and participation
either merely by a seat on the directorate or by
loans, “subsidisation or having some of the shares
or most of the shares in a eorporation. I am happy
to be able to say that one or two persons in some
quarters who objected at first have a,rriv.e(_i at the
point of seeing that Government can partlclpaj:e.by
taking shares. Lord Trefgarne is also of that opinion.
We bhave been accused of not doing what every
other country has done. All this has happened
since the honourable senior member for St. Philip
fled from the Hotel Bill Tuesday after Tuesday
1f the honourable member is so anxious ¥o see that
he is doing all he can for the causes of unemploy-
ment and emigration, why did he not put forward
the Bill and call for a division so that he could say:
“I @id my utmost to get employment for the people
but Mr. So and So voted against me?’”

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I understand that material
could not be obtained for the building of the Blue
‘Waters Hotel.

Mr. ADAMS: It was felt that the House would
not pass the Bill; they could get all the material
they wanted. I repeat that the House has expressed
its feeling about the Spring Hall affair and the
honourable senior member for St. Philip was afraid
of the Hotel Bill and did not bring it forward.
The Government has to examine every scheme and
see that it comes within one of three categories
which I have mentioned. What the Government
will never do is to take up money without any sort
of control or Government participation and put it
into any private firm under the name of industriai-
ization or anything else; we are not going to build
up any more profiteers: The only people who I
know have asked for income tax exemption are these
hotel people. I ask why did the honourable senior
member for St. Philip not show his willingness for
this industry to be carried on? No, but he accuses
the Government of doing nothing. I took it upon
myself to negotiate or see how far an applicant
from abroad would go towards meeting us in con-
nection with an industry and there was not one

single thing I put to him that he did not acecept;
he did not .ask for any income tax exemption. He
agreed to lease land from the Government, allow
the Government to take shares in the business, allow
them to fix prices and to see that his products were
not sold beyond the normal price. There are
those who are anxious that local businessmen should
get exemptions but do not want the Government to
come in at all. I have to be very careful not to touch
anything which may be a disclosure of Executive
secrets. For the sake of harmony I have sat, down
sometimes and heard extraordinary fabrications be-
ing trotted out to the public and I have said nothing;
but there comes a time when you must reply, and
when accusations are made by a person whose very
handwriting can prove that his accusations are un-
true, then it would be stupid for one to remain silent. I
repeat that the Government has done nothing
whatever to stop industrialization coming into
this country but the Labour members of the
Executive *Committee have made it plain that
we are not starting or perpetuating any new
industrial revolution in Barbados where the em-
ployers wax rich and the workers wax poor. We
are not prepared to allow anybody to go in for
industrialization in this country unless we control
the profits and prices and unless in certain instances
we participate mm it. The whole blame for the
capitalist system of this country lies in the per-
petual, 300-year-old feeling that a select few should
grab all they can and wax as rich as possible out of
the toil of the cheapest labour they can get. As long
as I have g seat in this House whether on the Execu-
tive Committee or not, T shall not be a party to any
such schemes even if plastered in gold letters where
you proclaim that you are helping the poor or any-
thing like that. That blessed word ‘‘Industrializa-
tion’’ can cover a lot of things. Mr. Chairman,
this debate has drifted and drifted; it has shown
the many accusations which have been levelled
against the Government without foundation. You
will find that these accusations are made simply be-
cause those of us who can reply and should reply at
the appropriate time kept silent for the sake of
peace and appeasement; but as far as I am concerned
that policy is as dead as Munich and as Chamberlain
himself. Whenever the honourable senior member
for St. Philip comes in here with what I know to be
a fabrication I shall nail his lie immediately because
it 1s time that the people of this island are stopped:
from being fooled. T end as the honourable member
ended; you can fool some of the people some of
fl_ne time, you cannot fool all the people all the
ime.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I do not think it necessary
to reply to all the ludicrous remarks made by the
last speaker.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member
must not refer to the remarks as being ludicrous.

Mr. CRAWFORD: T was asked to accept and
I accepted the Chairmanship of the Committee ap-
pointed to investigate the matter of the purchase
of the Bay Rstate because the honourable senior
member for St. Joseph was leaving the island for
St. Kitts and Antigua. Before he left the island
he said that the Bay Estate could be purchased for
£56,000. We kept Minutes of the meeting; we had a
Clerk from the Colonial Secretary’s Office as Sec-
retary. Three days after T was appointed on the
Committee the price of the estate went un to £70,000
after certain people realised that the Government
were willing to buy it. This matter agitated the
minds of my Committee for over a week. The House
passed an Address relative to the purchase of the
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Estate and if I had opposed it people would have
said that the Government could have acquired the
land and I opposed it because I did not want them to
get house and land. Therefore my Committee and I
eventually decided to offer £65,000 for the Estate,
but that does not say that if it were not for the
machinations of certain people, the Estate would not
have been acquired for £65,000. I repeat that the
honourablg senior member for St. Josepbh told me
that the estate could be bought for £56,000. I
knew that too, and when I said today that we paid
an exorbitant price for it I make no apology for
saying so because it is my firm conviction that—

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The House having decided
to purchase the Estate, they cannot now be criticised ;
and the honourable member knows that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Are you suggesting that I
cannot defend myself?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Not at all.

Mr. CRAWFORD: With reference to the Hotel
Bill, I was asked by the Government if I accepted
the principle of assisting hotels ip this country along
the lines obtaining in Jamaica. I read the Jamaica
Act and I replied; by all means, it is the best thing
for this country. As the honourable senior member
for St. Joseph told the Committee, both he and his
colleagues refused to support the Bill. I was asked and
I said that I would bring the Bill before the House.
I also said that in Jamaica they had gone furth-r
than we proposed to go here. All hotels with ten
rooms and over should be allowed to bring in their
equipment duty free. In Jamaica they are allowed
that and they are also allowed exemptions from income
tax for the first ten or fifteen years. The Hotel
Bill only asked for exemption from customs duty. I
was prepared to come on the floor of this House and
support the Bill because I thought the erection of a
million dollar hotel in this colony would afford a
tremendous amount of work for carpenters, masons,
labourers and later on, barmen, waiters and so forth.
I argued that this was a right step to take and 1
would support it. In the meantime we were not
sure of getting the Bill passed in the House be-
cause only my Party and I were in support of it.
The former senior member for St. George, Mr.
Springer, and his Party opposed it and what was
the point of my bringing it to the House? Mean-
while the hotel strike oceurred and I told Mr. Taylor
that he was asking us to assist him with concessions
and yet he was refusing to pay people a living wage
when he turned down the demands of the waiters;
because we were told by one of the satellites of the
honourable member’s Party that men had been sent
from the Union to do the work. My colleagues and
T then decided that, after all, if these people are o
inhuman to those whom they employ, then, although
this Bill might mean something to the country, we
will have nothing to do with it. There are members
of the House who can bear me out. We were re-
sponsible for the conditions under which the people
worked in this place and I told the hotel proprietor
this on two or three occasions; ‘‘If you want the
Government to assist you, you must make it clear
that you employ people on a living wage and under
the best possible conditions.”” Thev were not pre-
pared to do that and they brought in people who
had just dropped their hoes and forks, people who
had never been into a hotel before. — They brought
in agricultural workers to do the work. The strike
was broken as a result and a lot of the men remained
unemployed. In consequence of that could you
reasonably expeet me to ask for legislation to pro-
miote this industry? The honourable senior member
for St. Joseph knows the facts well and yet he says
that T refused to bring in the Hotel Bill.

At this stage Mr. Apams objected to certain

. remarks used by the honourable member and asked

that. he withdraw them.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I did not hear the remarks
which were used. Can the honourable member say
what the remarks were?

Mr. ADAMS: The honourably member said
something about my helping to break the customs
laws. I object to those words and I ask thajt they
be withdrawn. If the Committee agree that the .
honourable member said something which is innoeu-
ous, I will withdraw my objection; if on the other
hand they agree that he said something which was
far from being innocuous, I will not withdraw my
objection. o

Mr. CHAIRMAN: If the honourable member
can say what are the words to which he is objecting
I will put the question.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I want to say that it is
sheer absurdity to talk about the Government having
shares in industries.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: There are honourable mem-
bers who have certain obligations. Most of ug are
interested in getting this Resolution passed; I have
something to do for the benefit of myself ang if
we are going on much longer the House will have
to appoint a new Chairman. o

Mr. CRAWFORD: I want to crave your in-
dulgence for a few minutes. With regard to the
Resolution for £850 referred to by the senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph, the honourable member said
that I prompted my colleague to attack the Resolu-
tion. The honourable member thinks that the hon-
honourable junior member for St. Philip is one of
those members of this Chamber—

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Do not let us carry on likef
that because we will not get any further. Are we
not interested in these ex-servicemen?

Mr. CRAWFORD: It is easy to get before
people who do not know the faets and claim thaf
the Government wants to do this, that and the
other. ~'What 'is the meason for having Trade
Unions? Do they not exist for regulating conditions
of work and so on? I conclude by saying that the
facts as have been set forth in this debate relative
to the Government’s policy are indisputable and no
amount of double talk will be allowed to influence
the people of the country. .

Mr. SYMMONDS: I would not be doing my
duty to the ex-servicemen in this island and to the
unemployed if I did not take some exception to
the words of the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph on this question of unemployment. At the
beginning of his remarks the honourable member
said that he would be a crude type of man who, after
telephoning a friend asking for an interview and
wag told to call the next day, still calls a taxi and
lands at the other man’s door. The honourable mem-
ber happened to be speaking on the question of
rehabilitating discharged service personnel and I
can only take his remarks to mean that since he has
informed this House—I do not intend to bring in
anything personal—

Mr. ADAMS: In order io preveni the hon-
ourable member from making a mistake I should
just like to explain that I was referring to the
accusation that the Goverument is doing nothing as
regards emigration to th. United States. 1 made
it clear that if we are told not to come to a man’s
house we should not go to it.

Mr. SYMMONDS: T wag about to say that 1
have been at pains to point out that people have
agents and representatives to make impressions upon
would-be purchasers when théy do net want to buy
their goods. We have a commodity in Barbados—
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available manpower in counectivn with which the
question of colour has been raised; but from a
debate in the House of Comwmons as late as August
last year, members of the House of (Comwmons were
at pains to point out that there is trainable person-
nel in the West Indies and there was no question of
colour raised. If honourable members who ar
concerned about doing something for the ex-service-
men know the facts and do nothing—I am not
charging the Government or anybody else of doing
nothing—but no serious attempt has been made to
send personal representatives to Dritain. The work
of the revivalist preachers was so great and the con-
science of the British nation was so awakened that
slavery in the British Dominions and throughout
the world was abolished. If a thing like that hap-
pened because of the agiiation of two peop'e who
were convineced on such g question, if by proper
representdtion commodities can be sold to people
who did not want them af times, then we stan?
indicted before the unemployed in this island if we
sit here in this Assembly and make excuses for
Englishmen and aecuse one another of cursing the
British taxpayers which none of us has done.
We have, I repeat, availabl: manpower in this
country and it would be to the a2fernal disgrace of
the people i}, when they ery for manna we give
them a stone, ar if when they cry for work we make
an excuse for Englishmen. I am supporting this
Reso'ution and I say, let us make a united effort
and present cur case to the people in Britain in such
a manner that we will get some relief.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Chairman is foreed to
leave the Chair at least for five minutes, and if
honourable members intend to carry on for longer
than five minutes he will have to leave perpetually.
(Laughter). I suggest that we report progress with
leave to sit again,

Mr. WILKINSON: It is now late and we have
labour<d all day and have done nothing. I beg to
move that you do now leave the Chair.

Mr. LEWIS: 1 would like to know what sort
of a motion that is.

Mr. CHAIRMAN':
on it.

Mr. LEWIS: 1 beg to move that you do now
report progress with leave for the Committee to sit
again.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion.

Mr. ADAMS: T take it that when Mr. Speaker
takes the Chair we will resume Commiittee of Supply
again.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Chair is more interest-
ed in the discharged service personnel than many
honourable members.

The question that the Chairman do now report
progress with leave for the Committee to sit again
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division. ;

The CrHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER re-
sumed the Chair and reported accordinely.

I do not want any debate

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. LEWIS: T beg to move the adjournment
of the House for five minutes in order to discuss
this matter. I know that Your Honour has asked
that such motions be brought to your notice
beforehand but I would like to take thig opportunity
to draw to the attention of honourable mémbers thet
the people who look after the blocking of the street
when the Legislature is sitting—

Mr. SPEAKER: T have asked that notice of
these motions be given beforehand and T do not think
I can allow you to discuss the matter.

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTERE OF SUPPLY.

On the motion of Mr. ApamMs, seconded by Mr.
BrackmaN, Mr. SpeEager left the Chair and the
House resumed Committee of Supply, Mr. Ramsay
being in the Chair.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is——

Mr. BRANCKER: I would just like to know
if the Committee which will administer this fund is
going to demand security from these people in re-
speet. of loans because I would not advise any ia-
sistenee on that. If these people are destitute I do
not see that they should be asked for security befcr:
money is loaned to them. There are instances on
record in which persons who atitmpted to obtain a
loan were asked for security. That is necessary
where business enterprise is concerned but in this
case where we are assisting these men, the matter
cannot be treated as a normal business matter. 1
commend that to the Government as an instruction
to the Committee which they may appoint. The
amount, asked for in this Resolution is £2,000 and
that is more than is actually needed for the four
people who have made requests to the Government.
However, I suggest that the Government should go
through the list of persons who have already been
helped and see whether they are not deserving of
some further assistance.

Mr. LEWIS: I am interested in this Resolu-
tion as I would be interested in the relief of suffer-
ing; but I do not come into this House to fool any-
body- 1 do not intend to fool anybody while I am
in this House. I have some regret in voting for this
Resolution because 1 am sure that it will not re-
habilitate these ex-servicemen nor will it relieve un-
employment. I see in it, as I have heard, nothing
more than a glorification of War; my idea is that
these men should be taken as a whole. We have
heard that these ex-servicemen gave voluntary ser-
vice and now we find that obligations are attached
to the people whom they served. We should see that
the unemployed people get work and obtain food
and clothing out of the labour of their hands or
brains. No ex-serviceman can be more hungry than
anybody ¢lse, and I deplore the idea of picking thora
out for special treatment. We have heard things
today that make us feel and I am wondering if we
are really interested in the unemployed and the ex-
servicemen.  Those who remained behind, as we
have heard, made millions out of the War and I do
not sec them coming forward to give anything out
of the properties which these ex-servicemen pledged
their lives to protect and maintain. 'What are the
plantation and factory owmners doing today? They
are installing labour-saving devices in a country that
is riddled with unemployment and then come in here
to make what sort of speeches? T am issuing a warn-
mg to everybody in connection with directing at-
tacks against the Government of Barbados and tha:
of England. These atacks are being directed against
these Governments because they are the people’s
Governments. Import restrietions would not have
objected to by the merchants of Bridgetown if a»
Tory Government were in power; but certain things
are being forced upon the Government of Graat
Britain because it iz the people’s (Government.
I am going to support the suggestion of the honour-
able junior member for St. George that a delegation
be sent to England if the people there say that they
want workers but they do not want them of a
certain colour. T have not got in mind that ex-
servicemen particularly should be employed in Eng-
land if there is employment there but anybody who
can be any use. T would not tell the people out
there that during the War these meq offered their

11
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services voluntarily and now they are not wanted;
I would tell them that we are in this Empire to-
gether and if they have work to be done we have
people who can do it. I do not think that we should
set out to embarrass them in this matter of employ-
ment. Let us be genuinely interested in the em-
ployment of the people of this colony. Why do we
not urge a Land Settlement Scheme? We have suf-
ficient land that we can put our people to work ou
it and industrialize the area. It is said that if they
cpen up the mines in England people will be sent
from Europe to work in them. I say: let us make
an effort in the interests of our people to sece whether
they want them or not. We are willing to embarrass
certain Governments because they are labour Gov-
ernments and I say: let us find out whether there are
any areas out there which can be secured for our
people. If they do not want us out there, we do not
want them out here either; but let us be absolutely
sure about that. With those remarks I am support-
ing the suggestion that we send a delegation out
there and let them see that we are interested in this
matter. Let us send a delegation there even if it
costs us £2,000 to do so and let us discover what ‘he
position is. I sincerely hope that something will be
done to help the unemployed in this country partien-
larly the ex-servicemen whom I hope we will find it
possible to rehabilitate.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

The Resolution was passed.

On the motion of Mr. Apawms, seconded by Mr.
TarMA, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of two
Resolutions in Committee, the postponement of one
and that the Committee had asked for leave to sit
again.

Mr. SpeakER resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On motions of Dr. CumMMiNg, seconded in each
case by Mr. BLACKMAN, the Resolutions passed in
Committee were read a first and second time and
agreed to.

SELECT COMMITTEES DISCHARGED.

Mr. ADAMS: There are some Select Commit-
tees which have reported and might be discharged.

Mr. SPEAKER: I discharge the following
Select Committees; the Select Committee appointed
to prepare a draft Reply to Hig Excellency’s Message
No. 30/1947 relating to an error in Resolution No.
30/1947 for £5,063 re New Pay Ward ‘A’ at General
Hospital; the Select Committee appointed to prepare
a draft reply to His Excellency’s Message No. 35/1947
relating to an error in Resolution No. 45 of 1947 in
connection with the Cotton Spinging Plant; and the
Select Committee appointed to consider and report on
the Address r¢ Emigration to Surinam.

THE ORDER PAPER.

The Order Paper under Government Business
having bheen fixed,

" Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Ibeg tomove that Order
No. 75 standing in my name on the Order Paper under
Private Members’ Business be made Order No. 3 for
the next meeting. )

v Mr. WILKINSON: I object; I have trted .o
bring up Orders standing in my name and the hon-
ourable member hag always objected.

t Mr. ADAMS: 1 suggest that Order No. 22
standing in the name of the honourable junior mem-
ber for St. James be made Order No. 3 and that
Order No. 75 be made Order No. 4; because after the
debate we have had this afternoon Order No. 75 deal-
ing with the re-establishment of the British West
India Regiment, might well be brought up.

The quesiion that Order No. 75 be made Order
No 3 was puc and reso ve] in a ‘‘tie’’, the division
being as follows:—

Ayes: Messrs, SmitH, CoX, F. L. WaLoori,
Mapp, Lewis, TarMa, Apams, BLackMan and Ds-
CuMMINS.—9.

Noes: Dr. WiLson, Messrs. RaMsay, SyMmonDs,
BRANCKER, CRAWFORD, MOTTLEY, DoOwWDING, S. A.
Warcorr and WILKINSON—9.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been resolved
in a ‘‘tie’”’, nine honourable members voting “ Aye’’,
and nine honourable members voting ‘‘No’’. In
accordance with the Ruleg I vote with the ‘‘Noes”,
therefore the Orders will remain as they are,

Mr. DOWDING: T ask leave that Order No. 40
which i{s a Vestry matter standing in my name be
made Order No. 3.

Mr- ADAMS: 1 do not see that a Vestry matter
is of more importance than helping unemployment by
getting people in the Army. 1 suggest that a ballot
be taken and let ug abide by the result.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I will vote for that
nevertheless. T should just like to say that certain
honourable members have the habit of ggtting mat-
ters on the Order Paper and then moving the adjourn-
ment of the House so as to discuss them out of their
place on the Order Paper.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already ruled that
honourable members cannot move the adjournment
of the House in order to discuss matters which are
on the Order Paper.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 am in support of the
proposal to move up this Vestry matter and I pro-
pose later to ask for leave to move up Order No. 73,
a pension Bill standing in my name sinee we are more
or less agreed on the principle of giving priority to
Vestry matters and matters relating to pensions.

The question that Order No. 40 be made Order
No. 3 was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

THE ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this House do
now adjourn to this day week, the 24th day of Febru-
ary, 1948, at twelve o’clock noon.

t Mr. TaLMA seconded the motion which was agreed
0.

Mr. SpeARER accordingly adjourned the House
to Tuesday next, the 24th day of February, 1948, at
twelve o’clock noon. ‘






