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Honour Mr. 6. E. T. BRANCKER, ( ~ e ~ u t ~  Speaker;, 
Dr. J. A. h V .  WILSON, Dr. H. G. CUYYMS, Messrs. 

I McD. SYMYONDB, L. E. SMITH, F. L. WALCOTT, M. E. 
7 > 
C. Cox, D. A. FOSTER, R. G. MAPP, A. E. S. LEWIS, 

C. E. TALMA, H. D. BLACKMAN, J. A. HAYNES, B.A. 

t .- - -- --p *. 

H. A. ~ o w ~ ~ n e ,  V. C. GALE, S. A. WALCOTT, .T. H. 
W1~gl~380~ ,  O.B.E., E. L. W-, and D. D. GARNER. 

Prayers are read. 
G R a m a ~  and RAMSAY enter the House 

. and take their seat .  

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

u MINUTES. 

Dr. CUMIYLINS : Resolution to place the eum of 
R31,000 at the disposal of the Clovernor-in-Exem- 

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on 

i the 16th 'December, 1947, havhg circulated are 
Wen rs read and c d r m e d .  

4 
DOCUMENT 

Tuesday, 6th Jmuary, 1948. , tlve Committee to meet the expensea incurred in 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem comeetion with the Hoapital from the date of the 

bly met at 12 o'clock noon to-day. , coming into operation of the Barbados General Hosc 
' pital Act, 1947 (1947-28), until the Slst March, 

Present : 
Dr. CU*'SIMINS : Bill tq amend the Pariah Con- 

His Honour Mr. G. B. EVELYN (Speaker), His 1 stabla Act. 1900 (1900--4).. 

Ibt. WEAKER. I have as honour to  inform 
tbg? H- tha; I have m i v e d  from the Commis- - d Highways of the parish of Christ Chnrch 
a Wt&mnt of Accounts for the half year ended 
362b &p&mbclr, 1947. 

PAPER LAID 
Dr. CUMBBNB (On behalf of Mr. Adams) : Mr. 

'p"" er,-f hPIb honour to lay on the table 
o the Heme $dbwhg Paper - 

$3 Despa* Ns. 1% from the SBdretary of Stat- 

? 
fir &I C o l d  Qllkd de 4th December, 1947, on 
the abject ot -ions of the Conference 

f: * .  

-.. on Cl-r ArylFJlkap gi the B.W.1. Colonitm held 
at Montego Bay, J d ,  from the 11th to the 19th 
Septemk, I-. 

NOTICES 

J' Noticas are given as follows :- 
m Ibr. TAWA : Bpecisl Reeolntion under the - p m i s h s  ad a&km 3 of the Provost Marshal? 
(Amendment] U, 1947 (1947--36). 

Dr. C~TMMINS : Of &y intention to move the 
suspension of Rule 88 to dead to-* with the monzy 
Resolution of which I have just given notiae. 

PETITION 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Speaker,-I beg to pre- 
sent a petition from the Barbados Sugar Industry 
Agricultural Bank praying the House to pass a Bill 
to enable them to grant 'a gratuity to the legal per- 
sonal representative of the Iate Norman L. R o d .  
The petition is respectfully worded and I beg to move 
that it be taken as read. 

The petition is taken as read. 

Mr. CRBWFOBD then gives natice of a Bill h 
authorize the Sugar Industry Agricultural Bank to 
pay a gratuity to the legal personal repraentative 
of the late Norman L. Roaclf. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

0s the motion of Dr. CUMMINS, lseconded by Mr. 
TALMA, a Bill to amend the Parish Constables Act 
1900 ( 1 9 W )  is read a first time. 

On the motion of Mr. CEAWFOBD, seconded by Mr. 
BB~NCEER, a Bill to au€hollae the Sugar Industry 
Agricultural Bank to pay a gratuity to the legal 
personal representative of Norman L. Roach is read 
a first time. 

INCOME TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL 
# 

Mr. SPEAKER : The h t  Order etanda in the 
name of the honourable senior member for St. Joseph, 
--Second reading of a Bill to amend the Income Tax 
Act, 1921 (192lP-6). 

Dr. (XJMMINS : Mr. Speaker,-I ask leave to 
take charge of Order No. l-and &ly other Orders 
standing in the name of the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. J m p h  that may be detrlt with to-day. 



There being no objection, the honourable mem 
ber is granted leave to proceed. 

Dr. CUMJIINS : This is a Bill, Sir, to amend t h  
Income Tax Act. 1921. It seeks to avoid double taxa- 
tion and is the result of. a Convention between the 
Government of the United Kingdom od Great Britain 
and Nor~hern Ireland and the Government of th?  
United States of America for thq!avoidance of double 
taxation and the prevention 01 fiscal evaslon with 
respect to taxes o s  incomes. The Secretary of Statt 
for the Colonies invited this Government to con 
clude a similar agreement with the Government o 
the United Kingdom and to state whether it desires 
that the Convention should extend to this island an. 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee has informed 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies that it has 
accepted his proposals for an agreement relating 
to double taxation on incomes and for extending 
the Convention to this island. I think that a Bil' 
of this nature should commend itself to honourable 
members. Personally, I feel that the system of double 
taxation is wrong and a Bill which seeks t~ remedy 
a thing of that sort should certainly meet with the 
approval of this House. The Objects and Reasons 
are clearly set forth and it seems to me, Sir, that 
the House would do well to follow the example set 
by the United Kingdom in  this matter. I beg to 
move that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Mr. BLACKMAN : I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker,-I must confess 

that I do not understand the pfi~ciples of incoruc. 
tax  that prompt such a Bill and make it so obvious 
to cexain persons that double taxation - and with- 
out exemptions - is an inequitable thing to do. 1 
have heard certain grievances about double taxation 
on pensions and dividends coming here from the 
United Kingdom and the recipients have certainly 
made out to me a case for consideration. But, Sir, 
without any special knowledge of the subject and 
not having had the time to go very fully into the 
Bill that is under consideration now I believe that it 
is worthy of furthfer consideration before we extencl 
this principle to places outside the British Empire. 
Whatever may be the reasons for it in the British 
Commonwealth of Nations I think it is still worthy of 
some serious consideratio-n and, perhaps, a few exam- 
ples of the hardships which Qouble taxation works 
could be put ljefore members of the House in such 
a way as to enable. them to apprciate the provisions of 
this Bill. Perhaps the way that it strikes me is en- 
tirely wrong but I feel, Sir, that some American 
citizen in this country may be receiving, let us say, 
the sum of ;E1,000 ok its equivalent by way of in- 
come, either from dividends or a pension, after 
having paid income tax in the United States of 
America and i t  is very difficclt for me to think 
that someone working in this island for a salary of 
£1,060 should have to pay income tax when another 
person to whom I have referred and who is in 
~ c e i p t  of £1,000 from aliroad is exempted. As I 
said, I really have not had time to discuss this matter 
with the Income Tax Commissioner who is the expert 
on it but if the example I have given is one that is 
amply covered, I sincerely hope that some honour- 
able member will help me to get over my difficulty. 
Tf we keep this principle within the Britiljh Empira, 
all well and good because we know that if any calami- 
ty befalls us in this count* we can look to the 
Mother Country for assistance; but when we under- 
take to extend this ~rivilege outside what I mav 
well call the familv of Nations I ,  Sir, will have to 
get some further information and be given some 
drongep reason why I should vote for a Bill of this 
nature. P confess that i t  has intricacies that T may 
not understand but I may bp able more readily - ( S  

understand them if they were put before me by 
someone who has some experi~nce in the matter; I 
absolve from blami the senior member for St. Thomcrs 
who was not originally in char& of the Bill and who 
in normal circums:ances may not have any special 
knowledge of the subject but I am certainly not satis 
fied that if I cast my vote in favour of this Bill I 
shall be doing so, fully undenstanding its implications. 
E I vote against i t  I shall do so, simply because I do 
not understand, even though it may lqe an admirable 
Bill. I real3y think that we should know wmethiug 
about what we cstand to lose by this Bill. I take it 
tbat the Income Tax Commissioner approves of it 
and feels that there is some rfciproci;y in it. At the 
same time I do hope that this privilege is not being 
extended merely because of the loan from the United 
States of America to Great Britain. I really do no!, 
know why this grand and glorious scheme has only 
reached Barbados in 1948 and I can only hope that 
the majority of honourable members, if they vote for 
this Bill, really and truly understand its fu?l 
implication. 

Mr. WILKINSON: Mr. Speaker,-I think that 
mast honourable membep will ag*e to the principle 
of this Bill, that is, that we should not have double 
taxation but like the honourable member who has 
just sat down I must confess that it is extraordinarik 
difficult to understand all the legal terms used in this 
Bill. As I understand it, people who come to this 
island to remain for 8 or 9 months will only have to 
pay income tax on the amount of money which they 
bring into the island and that seems to be fair and 
reasonable. But I am not in a position to d k u a s  all 
these clauses which it really takes a legal man to 
understand and I should like the honourable member 
who introduces this Bill to tell W whether it has 
been scrutinized and approved by the Crown Law 
Officers and the Income Tax Commissioner. 

Mr. MOTTLEY enters the House and takes his 
seat. 

Mr. TALMA : Mr. Speaker,-The average 
member of this Chamberr should. be well aware that 
the principle of double taxation is entirely wrong. 
As regards the point raised by the junior member for 
the City, if he were to refer to the Objects and 
Reasons of this Bill he would see that on February 
23rd, 1946, the Secretary of State for the C01oni.s~ 
invited the Government of this Island to cmchrde 
a similar agreement with the Government of the 
United Kingdom and to state whether it desires 
that the Convention between the United States and 
Great Britain should extend to this island. This 
has been pending since 1945. It was agreed to in 
1945 and actually brought to the notice of this 
Government in February, 1946. But, Sir, it was 
riot until February, 1947, that the Governor-in-Execu- 
tive Committee in this island dealt with it. As the 
junior member for St. James has explaineb-and his 
explanation should satisfy any member of this Cham- 
ber-it only applies to persons vho come to this 
iljland for a short period and not the ones who have 
taken up permanent residence here. It is only fair 
and equitable that income which has been already 
taxed should not be doubly taxed but if a person is 
domiciled in this island, becomes a Barbadian and 
enjoys all the ~rivileges which the Barbadians enjoy. 
then income which he receives from abroad should bc 
taxed. I do not know if the loan made by the Amer- 
can Government to Great Britdn forms the back- 
ground of this arrangement but we should try and 
assist the Mother Country in every may ~ossible. This 
i q  a matter which has been already dealt with by the 
experts and we as non-exnertr; should help Great 
Rritair, in her hour of crisis and need. 
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Dr. CUMMTNS : Mr. Speaker,-I rise to assure 

honourable members, as requested by the junior 
member for St. Jams, that this Bill hats been scru- 
tinized both by the Acting Attorney General and 
ch,e Co~muissionbr of Iqcome Tax and Death Duties. 
l must confess that a legal brain is required to ex- 
plain the Bill. The honourable member who intro- 
duced it is absent from the island and only this 
morning I was requested by the Acting Attorney 
General to try and secure its paskge through the 
House to-day. As a matter of !fact, it should have 
become law before the end of last year in order that 
it might have come into force on the 1st January thk 
year and I repeat that only this morning I was asked 
by the Acting Attorney General to try and get it 
passed to-day so as not to hold up this arrangement in 
respect of the payment of double income tax. I do so 
with a certain amount of difkknce because I have 
not given the Bill sufficient study but I can a m r e  the 
House that the Commissioner of Income Tax and 
Death Duties and the Acting Attorney General have 
gone into it most carefully. 

Mr. BRANCICER: There is just one thing 1 am 
wondering in conllection with this Bill and it k this 
On three occasions - the latest was as recently as 
the 28th October last year - I ma& of ths 
Government in respect of the payment of income tax 
by workers who have returned from the U.S.A. and 
who have already paid their tax in the U.S.A. during 
the period in they were resident there. Work- 

whom we sent overseas have been billed for in- 
come tax on their return to this w i r y  because it 
has been the view of the legal advisers to the loaal 
Government that their incame is also taxable here. 

SPEAKER: Is the honourable member go- 
ing to raise the point as to whether that is rt question 
of double taxation? 

Ir.BRANCER: apropes to t3e, and 
3aving regard to paragraph 6 of the Object and 
Il~asons of the Bi13- 

Mr. SPEAKER: You deal wl.fi, that iu 
CO-mmittee. 

Mr. Of the Objects 
and Reasons states:- "The Bill empowers the GOV- 
ornor by Order to make arrangements with 
Govement of any with a view to affording 
relief from double ta;ghOIE on incomes, which &hail 
be in relation to income tax notwithstalldinF 
+he prnv%ions of any enactment.- Whatever is the 
view of the legal to the local Government-- 

6, 1948 
_ L  _ 175 

---p 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Before you put the ques- 
tion, Sir, I must say that up to now, the proceedings 
in connection with thk matter have been eminently 
unsatisfactory. In dealing with a Bill of this impos- 
tance the members of this Chamber as well as the 
general, public are entitled to some specific &atemem, 
so that when it has been passed they will have some 
knowledge of what is to be done. Now, if we are 
going to have no further explanation than what we 
have been given to-day I think the correct thing t:, 
da is to postpone the further consideration of the Bill. 
I t  already has in it a retrospective clause which mqkes 
it applicable from the 1st January, 1948, so that MO 

harm can be done if the Bill is not passed to-da-j. 
After all, considering that we get a very fair propor-- 
tion of our revenue from income tax, anything which 
is going to affect this revenue in one way or another 
requires most careful consideration and we do nat 
expect, when a Bill of this importance is before the 
House, merely to hear, some twaddle about helping 
Great Britain in her hour of need. We want to be 
told precisely how the proposals contained in th;s 
Bill will affect the revenue of the colony, what are 
&e existing rates of income tax and how they com- 
pare with the rates in given categories levied bv 
other signatories to the Convention. At least, the 
mechanias of the whoIe thing should be explained to 
the House and the pub!,ic. That Js the sort of thb 
that the people who are responsible for doing GOV- 
el'nment's Business should explain. I t  would take 
les~3 than half an hour to g i ~ e  that explanation 
to the members of this House-an explanation to 
which they are entitled - and bearing in mind that 
the Bill has a retroactive clause, if m the senior 
member for St. Thomas is willing to confess his lack 
of information on the question, I see no reason why 
the Bill$ should be rushed through to-day. People 
who live in British places. especially the colonies, 
have been getting away with almost murder - to 
use a commonplace expression - in respect to 
taration they pay on incomes made in the colonies. 
In  the Yindward Islands there are Britkh people 
making money there on which they do not pay a 
single oent in taxation to local revenue. ~f we are 
now taking steps to equalize the situation and to see t l  
it that we get our fair share from incomes made ill 
this colony and that the British get their fair share, 
it is not a matter we can slur over and dismiss 1s 
lightly as certain honourable members seem to think. 
I t  is necssary7 if people are going to ~ S U ~ t ?  the re- 

thaC the payment made by workers in the U.SsA%. 

I and I am not dispoting it as bekg that is, svonsibilitp of government business in the House, 
tbat before they undertak? to introduce measuras ill 

are liable to payment of income tax in this the House they at least should take thenecessary stens 
countw-I am ,.hat in any a~,teration in to make themselves acquainted with all the details of 
the existing income tax law. that should be taker, any scheme to which the members of this Hou3e are 
into consideration with a view of relieving workers going to be asked to give their support. This is not 
when they return here from double taxation in an ordinary question. It is a question which vitally 

spect of the incomes which they earn overseas. I affects our revenue and so far as I know, i t  is a belateil 

feel that is a hardship and I am "tempt beinn made to see to it that colonial govern- 
whet&r this Bill cover, calses like those, in view of ments benefit. the best possible extent, at the 

aMce of the legal advisers to the lMal hands of non-co?anials who are domiciled in the 

Government colonies and who make ~roportionatel~ lame incomes 

SPEAKER: is a pitv that the honour- in the same colonies. Too long have the British rot 
member did not raise that point before the of the fat, not only because our pates in the 

honourab'le introducer of the Bill replied. given categories have been below those of Great 
I gm sorry that I missed the Britain but because there was no proper machinerv 

I really feel that in any event the for seeing to it that we get our pound of flesh. If  
opportunity. gbould be able to make an authoritative ~e ape mine to do it now, let us do it in the right 

way. Let somebody who knows something about the 
statement on the point and I expm? the hope that m.atter come on the floor of the Rouse and explain it that is one o$ the intentions of this Bl11, namely, that , 

the inmmes earned by workers in the U S-A., will be f o r  the benefit of both the members of the Rouse ant1 
Premoted from the payment of mcome tax in this the public, and not attempt to railroad a Bill of aleh 

niamitude and importance in the manner in which it 
island. is suggested to-day. 
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ica, liueTd, worked and fed the&v& there and sent 
back portions of their incomes to Barbados-in- 
comes which were already taxed in the U. S.A. 
When they return( here their incomes are again M e (  
and I do not think i t  is fair and equitable that that 
should be done. I would like to see a system by 
which people who are Living outside this countrj 
will be dieved 'of double taxation but itE veo~le  are 

Mr. F. L. WBLCOTT : Mx. SpeakerY--Therz 
are certain aspects of honourable m ~ b e r s '  speeches 
which I would agree with and there are others of 
which I take a m e r e n t  view. The junior member 
for the City has made some points that rust strike 
one and the senior member for St. Philip have made 

maiden% in Barbados and are investing tbkr-mone3 
outside Barbados, when their incomes are returned 
here, the appropriate tax should be paid on thost 
incomes. I am not an expert on income tax matters 
bnt I do believe that if incomes which are earned 
abroad by people resident here were exempted from 
taxation, i t  would strike at. the economic stability 
af this island, so far  a.g the Incomd Tax Act is con 
cerned. This Bill is small, aa far  as the wording it 
concerned, but it is large in importance and I am 
qoing to move that the further consideraion of it 
be postponed. I believe that it is of vital importance 
to the economy of this island. T do not know how 
manv persons in this island have money invested 
outside. I do not know the: amount of money that 
is invested outside by people in this island but I dn 
not want to encourage people in this island to invest 
monev outside and when their incomes are returned 

here, we do not get the necessary amount of revenllt 
from them. For those reww, Mr. Speaker, I k g  
to move that the further eonsderation af this Bill 
be postponed. 

Mx. COX : I beg to mend the motion made 
by the slenion member for St. Peter. I too am not so 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands h the 
1 name of the honourable senior member for Christ 

Church,-To move the paaing of a Redution to ap- 
prove the Order entitled the Pembns (Pensionable 

1 Office) Order, 1947, made by the G o v ~ n o r  on the 
3rd day of Decemk, 1947, u n k  the plovj%ions of 
section 2 (1) (a) of the P e d o n s  Act, l947 (1947- 
20) - 

Mr. TAILMA : Mr. Speaker.--.Til-, Pensions 
Act came into force in August, 1947. The provisions 
of that Act are well known to honourable members 
and bring the Pension Act of 1925 into line with 
modern conditions. Prim to the p&g d the Pen- 
sions Act of 1947, pensions were awarded to govern- 
ment officem who attained the age olf 65 years or 
who exercised the option of retiring at the age of 60 
years but under the 1947 Act, optional rebrement can 
now take place a t  55 years and the compulsory retire 
ment must take place a t  60 years. Section 2 sub- 
section (1) (a) of the new Pensions Act requires the 
Covernor to make an Order setting out the pension- 
able d c e s  and this Order which has been sent down 
by him includes offices which were not included in 
'he original Pension Act. As a matter of fact t h e r ~  
have been instances in which separate Pension Bills 

some points that need to be considered. The honour 
able &enior member for St. Philip was a member of 
the Executive Committee when this matter was dealt 
with by that body and I do not know what his posi- 
tion was then as compared with what i t  is to-+y; 
perhaps he sees the matter to-day from a different 
angle-- 

Mr. C u W F O R D  : I dd not want in te f iu~ t  
the honourable member but 1 should like to remind 
hid,  that I did not ask for information on the matter 
f said that the House and the public are entitled to 
some specific statement on the matter. 

&. F .L. FVaLCOTT : I only mentioned, Sir 
that 1 would like to know what was the honourable 
member's point of view in resP@t of this matter 
when it ww discussed by the Executive ComJai t t~  
while he was a member of that body. However, i t  
is the duty of any member of this House, if there 

not ~nfficient i n f 0 ~ a t i 0 n  before him on a subje t  
which is under discussion, to seek that information. 
1 see in a general way that this Bill will held c e r t h  
sections of this community but at the same time 1 
look upon it with s critical eye. For this reason. J 
would not like to subscribe to a system that will 
enable people in this island to i?west large sums OL 
money in foreign countries and when income derived 
from that money invested is returned here we will nod 
be able to g& the appropriate taxation from it; 
because although the income wonld be earned 
technically in other countries, in the beginning, 
the workers in this island contributed to tha money 
that was invested from this island. If we decide to 
exempt that income from the payment of iuwme 
tax when it is returned here I feel that we may 
be travefig on dangerous gro- so far as am 
fibances are concermd. There IS one other tbmg 
I w ~ d d  like to Say 8nd it k this 1 shodd like! t~ 
see a provision in this Bill which will exempt per 
sons like workers who leave &re and go to the 
U.8.A. fmm d 0 ~ b b  k t i 0 n  h r C S p &  of the in 
comes which they earn in the U. S. A. There is n, 
question of those workem remaining in Barbados and 
receiving i m m e s  from America: thev went to A m  

well convtrsant w i ~ h  this Bill. As a matter of f a c ~  I I did not think it mould be discussed at all to-day, 
in view of the fact that the Leader of the H o w  who 
i.;ltroduced it is ahmt. 1, like the 8enior m e m b ~  for 
St. Peter, feel that while on the one hand we may 3e 
granting some measure of relief to a few people who 
visit this island, on the other hand we may also be 
relieving persons who recei* large dividenh and in- 
comes from outside. ~t is well h o r n  that large s-< 
& money am invested outside by people in this island 
and when their incorns are returned here, those in- 
m e s  will also be exempted from taxation, if we pass 
this  ill as it *tan& to-day. I caanot support 
it at this moment and, therefore, I am r n p p o d k  
h e  motion for the postponement of the further con- 
sideration of it. 

The question that the further consideration of 
the Bill be postponed is put and resolved in a tie, the 
division being as follows 

Ayes: Mr. RAMSAY, Dr. WWN, Messrs. SPM- 
x~ms,  SMITII, COX, FOSTBR, MA*, LEWIS, F. L 
wALCOTT, 5. A. wficm~.-10. 

Noes : Messw. TALMA, BLACKMAN, Dr. CUMMIXS, 
B ~ N c R ~ ,  G~ARNER, MOT-, DOWDIN~, 

G A ~ E ,  W ~ ~ I N S O N ,  and W=n.--10. 
Mr. SPEAKER : The division has resulted i r ~  

p tie, ten honowable members voting "Ayey* a d  ten 
honourable rnembem voting LLNo*'. I &all c& my 

with the "Ayesu, so as to give the opportunity 
for further discussion of the Bill (cheem). At the 
-e time I would like to say that the principal 
remedy which is sought by the Bill is this. Quite z 
large; number of people is coming to the West 
Indieg in t h m  days and under the Income Tax 
law they have to make returns of their incomes 

is to encourage people to visit these islands 
without having to pay income tax on incomes which 
have already been taxed and similarly with persons 
who leave the* parts on short visits to the United 
states and Canada. 

PENSIONS (PENSIONABLE OFFfCES) 
ORDEiR. 
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for public officers have bee* passed by this House 
a n d  the new Pensions Act, together with this Order, 
will obviate the necessity of doing that in the future. 
Only receilily ws had before W a Bill seeklilg to regu- 
late the pension of Mr. L. A. Chase, the Social Web 
fare Officer, alld if this l&Lsolurlon and this Ordei 
which we are considering now had been passed before, 
it stands to rea5011 that the "Chase pension B111" 
woulcl have been unllecessary. The Governor has 
takell great pains to see that as many of the govern- 
mentYs employees as possible are lncluded in the 

to this Order. Be has attempted to clarify 
the whole and io  remedy any wrongs or 
injusticEs that may have been done to pllbljc officer.< 
in the past. I do not know if honourable members 
want me to read the schedule word for It em- 
braces all the Departmellts and their officers and it 
&o includes the female scareher who is employed at  
the Baggage Warehouse. She has been working ther? 
since 1927 a t  great sacrifice, not receiving any over- 
time pay on many occasions and has been in  the very 
doubtful position as to whether or not she would 
receive a pension. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I suggmt to the honourable 
member to read the sectioll under which the Order 
has been made. 

&-. TALMA: Section 2 (1) (a) of the Act 
states :- 

"2.-(1) In this Act, unless the context other- 
wise requires, the following expressions have the 
meaning hereby respectively assigned to them, that 
is to say :- 

' ' pensionable office " 
(a )  means in respect of service in  this IS- 

land an office which, by virtue of provision for  
I the time being in force in  an  Order made by the 
, Governor and approved by the of the 

Legislature is declared to be a pensionable office, 
and shall be d~emed  to include ally office, 110: so 
declared to be a pellsiollable office, in respect of 
service in which an officer would have been eli- 
gible for   ens ion or gratuity under the Pension 
Act, 1925, or ally Ac: alllending the same Any 
Order so made and approved may from time to 
time be amended. added to, or revoked by afi 
Order so made and approved; but where by 
virtue of any such amendment or revocation any 
office ceases to be a pensionable office, then so 
long as any person holding that office a t  the time 
of the amendment or revocation continues there- 
in, the office shall, as respects that person, con- 
tinue to be a pensionable office." 
There is only one further remark I should like 

to make and it is this: Any officer who ~ v m t s  to come 
under the new Pensions Act, 1947, muct exercise 
that option-provided he is of the age of 54 years 
--immediately or he loses his right to do so. I beg 
to  move ;that this Resolution do now pass. 

'lr. I beg that m"- 
tion. I should like to say that the position has been 
Put  very clearly by the senior member for Christ 
C h r c h .  It is simply this: Every individual who 
draws money from the Treasury will be entitled to 
a pension. 

Mr. S. *. WALCoTT: I just like to 
enquire why the Pension Tlluuiry Officers are not 
included under rthe Head, Old Age Pensions, in the 
schedule to the Order. 

Mr. RAMSAP: I want to make a further en- 
quiry.. I think that the ,junior member for St. John 
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to this Order. What about the porkers at  the Qen- 
era1 Hospital? What about the workers of the ~ 5 g h -  
ways and Transport Depar tment those  people whe 
are out in  the sun all day working9 What about $he 
watchmen a t  the various Departments? Is the Gov- 
trilment thinking of its casual labourers? And what 
about the people who are employed at the W@*- 
works and who when there is a burst pipe have to 
work knee deep in  water? I am not vdting for this 
Resolution because I do not think it is fair. If this 
povernment sets about to Pay all its employees pen- 
8ions I cannot see why its casual labourers, the peo- 
ple who are employed at the ~a te rwor l r s ,  and the 
porters a t  the Hospital should not be included in  this . 
schedule. This Government must be careful. Why 

setting about to put all these big people wh-, 
receive larg.4 salaries on a proper pentsionable basis 
and leaving out, employees like the porters a t  the 
H ~ ~ ~ i t a l f  (A  MEMBER: The ~ o s ~ i ; a l  is not a 
GovGrnment Departme11t) An honourable member 
says that the Hospital is not a Government Dt=pari- 
merit- w h a t  abollt the Waterworks? What about 
the Department of Highways and Transport? I say 
that all Governn~ent employf~es should be included. 
1 am here to represent all sections of the com- 
munity. Do not vote1 for  this Order unless i t  in- 
cludes those humble people whom we are llooking 
after. I am not talking about the p009 only. I 
represent rich and poor alike and want to see justice 
done to both sections. We ought to include all casual 
labourers whether they work for one month or two 
3l:'ars. What about the Market Constables? I ask 
honourable members not to vote for this Order; it 
seem,; to be a law for one and not a law for  a'$; it 
seems to savour of discrimination and in a day lilic 
this every Government employee should be included. 
We will not be faithful to our  trust if we pass this 
Order. I see included in this tschedule the Colonial 
Secretary. t h r  Financial Secretary, the Assistant 
Colonial Secretary, the Assistant Secretary - al) . 
officers who WO& for suffiejent money to be able to  
put aside enough for a rainy day;  they do not n e ~ d  
8 pension at all. I f  the Colonial Secretarv call be 
included in this  schedule, why not also the labourers 
a t  the Waterworks? I say all or non(, should be 
pensioneci and I shall adhere to that if I stand a@n:. 

Mr. LEWIS : I tried to assist, the junior mem- 
ber for St. Peter by telling him the information 
that was ~ i v e n  to me about the Hospital employees, 
that is, that the Hospital has not yet become a 
Col,ernment Department (Nr.  RAMSAY : What 
about the Waterworks?) I am not talking about 
the qTaterworks. Every provision is made under 
the Act for the officers of the various ,, that there may be good for leaving out a 
D~~~~~~~~ that has not yet been taken over b, 
the G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  But, Sir, what I would suggest 
to the Government is this. The Government should 
cause this schedule to be published in the local Press; 

it has been published and I have not seen 
it. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ b l ~  mem'b'ers can get up here tomday and 
,ay that so and so has ybaeen left out but there may 
b, another so and so who has been left out and 
whom nobody has considered to-dqy. I am throw- 
ing out the suggestion that this schedule be pub- 
lished in the local Press and we can be sure that  
,,er, if, going to look to see if he is in- 
cluded under the Department by which he is employ- 
,d. I think that is the only way we are going to 
b, able to give satisfaction to everybody. I see 

made ~t quite clear-at least to me-that this Act seeks 
to put  every receiver of money froill the Treasury 011 

a pensionable basis. Well, 1 am verr  sorry that the 
Governor has not gone farther d e l d  in the schedule 

h 

under Head, T,epal Departments, in the schedule 
the offices, Chief Deputy 3rarshal and Deputy Mar- 
shal. In the Estimates we vote money for people 
,ho are merely designated Marshals. There may 



be a chief ancl a Deputy but they are under the 
same designation and we might be leaving some 

,body out. I would like .h see them put  under the 
~e designation or, as some honourable members 
would say, the same nomenclature. I am going to 
p;ug@~t to the introdlucer of this Resolution t9 
accept a motion for the postponement of the fur- 

Tther consideration it I sure that 
he could not give due consideration to-day to every 
grievance that is voiced in the matter. There may be 
.a for c o m ~ i l b g  thk list as i t  is and if them 
is a gmd reason for it) the wad h give satisf?cc- 
tioll to everybody is to publish the list in the daily 
.nd newspapen* * that even of 

of the can read it and see whether 
the Department by which he is employed has been 
OnitteE and if it been omitted he can go 
r,epresentatives and discuss the onlissioil with them; 
otherwise me will be having people coming the 
moment the Order is passed and saying that 
they have not been included. A member of 
the Government has gone to fetch some informatio:~ 
in the matter and in view of that, I Shau sit and 
the information. 

Ifr. 31OTTLEY: TheTe are a few olllissions in 
this schedul\-i about which 1 would like to enquirz. 
I refer principally to the ~ ~ ~ d ,  public ~ ~ & ~ t .  
Under the ~ ~ ~ d ,  General, there are included princi- 
pal Clerks, Senior  clerk,^ and Clerks appointed under 
the Clerical service ~ ~ t ,  1944-27, stenographer and 
Typist, M~~~~~~~~~ and ~ ~ ~ i ~ t ~ ~ ~  M ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  ~h~~ 
can be construed to mean what it say,s but if 
honourable members would redsr to the Head, Public 
Market, for instance, they mill observe that there are 
wrtain omissions. This House cannot add to this 
list, although i t  ma3- delete but in this Order, Market 
Comta'bles are not provided for. 

Mr. SPEAKER,: The Order has already bwn 
made. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I f  the honourable introducer 
of this Resolution can assme me, Sir, that these 
Market Constables come under the Police Act, as f a r  
as pensions are conwmed, I am perfectly willing to 
agree to the passing of the Order to-day. But  there 
is something in what the junior member for St. Peter 
has said and we should go very carefully into this 
matter, although no matter how much sympathy we 
may have for casual employees they cannot come 
under this Order. If that is the only reason for 
postponing the f u ~ t h e r  consideration of the Resolu- 
tion I cannot agree to it .  However, if I can be as- 
surecl that the legal definition will include the Market 
Constables under the Police Act as far  as pensions 
are concerned, then I am prepaivd to vote for the 
passing of this Order. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: As my colleague has said 
-and his argument cannot be resisted-it does seew 
somewhat peculiar that certain emplopfles are not 
mentioned in  this schedule and it would be well for 
us to have a clear stahcrnent on it before me pass this 

sc11er.n~ that they are not the 0111~~ people who are  
interested ill the casual labourers, cantoneers and 
people of that sort. But, as has always been pointeq 
out, casual labourers do not conze under the Pen- 
sions Act. ~f honoumble members will remember, 
only a few weeks ago this H o w  passed a Resolution 
granting a gratuity to woman who had been a 
casual labour a t  Codrington for 20 years. That I s  
only one case that comes to my memory at the pres- 
ent but I want to assure honourable meme 
bers (hat e v e q  perroll who draws 11lone)- the 
public Treasury be cullsidered ; nohorlr hp 

out. ol16 in cases special +301utions. 
ail1 have to be passed for the benefit of the people 
eoncepned. This Government, constituted as i t  is ta- 
day, does not intend that anybody who draws money 
fronl the Treasury and may be prored t@ 
have been employed for a certain number of weeks 
or yeani should suffer when the time comes fofi him 
to retire. The House, therefore, need have no $ear 
on that score; e~7erybodp who draws money frbm the  
Treasury. whether they be casual labourers or other- 
m7isc mill be considered for gratuities or  peusions 
when they retire. As f a r  as the Hospital e m ~ l o ~ e c s  
"re concerned, the Hospital is not yet a government 
Department. We hope that ill the not too distant 
tfuture the hospital employees will hcomc garenl- 
"ent employeles and provisioil has been made 111 the 
Act for adding to this Schedule when thfl ~ceasion 
arises. The hospital employees can be automatieall:.- 
included when the Hospital hecomeq a Government. 
a1 Department,. 

Mr. COX: I want to say at  the outset that  
i t  is always my desire to do everything that lies i11 
my pourer to assist the Government in carrying out 
its programme and I want the senior member for 
Christ Church to take with good grace what I am 
going to say, eve11 though I know he is very anxious 
to get this Resolution passed. I ,  Sir, am not at ail 
convinced by the statements ~tlhich have bec~i made 
in reply to the remarks about the exclusion of per- 
sons who have been mentioned by the junior a n d  
senior members for St. Peter from this schedule. If. 
we are going to have a Pensions Act or an  Order 
such as this, I think that each and evely individual 
or group of individuals employed t v  the Government 
should b.e included. I notice that in the case of the 
IIead, Police, the list does not go farther than th? 
Bandmaster. Why not the whole Police Force? 1 
:am t,old that them is a s ~ e c i a l  Pension Act for the 
Police. At  any rate, under the Public Employees 
Pension Act I notice that the schedule to the Act in- 
cludes artisans, caretakers, cleaners, crews of Harbour 
craft, district foremen, gardeners, labourers, lorry 
arivers, meter inspectors, porters, rauge wardens, 
scrub'bcers, turn-cocks and watchmen and I feel that  
all those should be included in the schedule to this 
Order. For, that reason I am poinp to second the 
motion by the senior member for St. Peter that the 

Resolution because if we pass this Resolution and 
the list is made public, we may be faced with th~a 
difficulty of having passed something which leaves 

large number of public emplop?les non-pensionabl.. kk is another matter we should postpone, esper- 
ially when i t  is considered that i t  ili not a matter of 
urgency. T have no desire to block the passage 3f 

thiq Resolution biit T do think that the postponement 
of i t  for a week at least will serx7e some useful pnr- 
pose. I beg therefore to more that the fnrther con- 
sideration of this R~solntion ha postponed. 

Dr. CUMMTNS: T want to assure the junior 
membei- for St. Pcter a n d  those who feel, a., he feels, 
that certain emploj-cr., have hcell overlooked in thi; 

further consideration of this Resolution be postponed. 
I sa3r again that I regret that I cannot support the 
se~iior member for Christ Church llouT and while it  
may appear as though we have done nothing so f a r  
for the day, at the same time we have to make sure 
that all those wholrl me urant to help in this respect 
receive that help. 

Mr. TALMA: It seems to me that certain hon- 
ourable members could not hare nnderstood me when 
T attempting to explain the points at  issue and 
without attempt in^ to delav either the passing or the 
postponement of this Resolution I shall read agaii~ 
~ e ~ t i o i l  2 (1) ( a )  of the Act under which this Order 
P a s  been made. Before T do ii.o, ho~wver. I should 
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like to say that all the people in the Government 
Service who are entitled to pensions or, gratuities will 
fall ~u lde r  this seclion, whether the employee be a 
cantoneer, watchillan, market constable, policeman; 
a s  long as he has been p r e v i o ~ l y  included he will 
be included iio\v. Sobodq- is excluded; instead o: 
excluding anybocly, more have been added to the list. 
The section states:-"2.-(l) I n  this Act, unl2ss 
the collteut otherwise requires the following ex- 
pressions have the nieanlng hereby respectively as- 
signed 10 them that is to say :- 

' Pensionable 06ce7 
<a \  nieans in respect of service in this 

Island a11 offie?) which, by virtue of provision for 
the time being in force in an Order niade by the 
Oovernor and approved by the Houses of the 
Legislature is declared to be a peiisionable offict, 
and shall be cleenq cl to include any offie(>, not 
so declared to be a pensioiiab'e office, in raJsi-f (.t 
of service in which an  oficer \.c-onld have bee:~ 
eligible for pension or gratuity . . . . " So that 

all  employees \\rho were entitled to gratuities ail6 
pensions in the past will get them in the future 
The sa-ietion goes on to  staite:-"IJnder the fJension 
Act, 1925, or any Act amending the same. Any Ordel 
so niade and approved may from time to time be 
amended, added to, or revoked by an  Or,der so made 
and approved . . . . " Well, that should explain the 
matter. I repeat that anv officer in the service of 
the Government to-day who is entitlrd to a pension 
nnder the 1925 Act or anpone who is entitled to a 
gratuity under the same Act will also be entitled to a 
peiision or a pratuitv under the 1947 Act. As far  
as the Pension Inquiry Officers are concerned, they 
are part-time officers. Casual labourers are also 
part-time employees but if they put  in a certain 
number of years' service they get gratuities. All 
are included. As f a r  as  the point raised bp the junior 
member for  the City about the designation of the 
Marshals is concerned, only the status is g-iven. For 
example. the Assistant Colonial Secretary is men- 
tioned in the schedule but we know that there arc 
two Assistant Colonial Secretaries; sin~ilarly when 
L ( messenger" is mentioned. a11 the messengers a r ?  
meant. 'In th,. Provost Narshal 'S Department, there 
are four Deputy Marshals-a Chief and three under 
him-but because "Dennty Xarshall" is inentione?. 
that does not necessarily mean only one ; the term 
incrludes all the Deputy 3lar.qhals in the Provos- 
Marshal's Department. What is the object of post- 
noninq the Resolution I cannot nnderstancl. 1 should 
like honourable memMFTs to tell me the reason for 
the postponement of the Resolution. 

M~.-F. L. WALCOTT : I n  view of the honourablb~ 
member's explanation, JIr. Speaker, I beg to with 
draw my motion. 

Mr. RAMSAY : I ob jeet. 
The q~efition that the further consideration of 

the  Resolultion be postponed is put  and resolved in the 
negative, the division being as fol1om:- 

Ayes: Messrs. RAMSAY, SYMMONDS, BRANCKER. 
FOSTER, ,CRAWFORD, GARNER, HAYNES, DOWDING, S. A 
WALCOTT and DR. WJLSON-10. 

Noes: Messrs. Cox. F. L. WAI~COTT, MAPP, LEWIR, 
TALMA, BLACKMAN, MOIII[IEY, GALE, W ~ I N S O N ,  
WARD a.nd DR. CUMMINS-11. 

Mr. cx.AWFORD : Mr. Speaker,-This is a very 
&e;4ing &bat@ in solne respects but what. I do want 
to say in pmsing is that  I think the 'time 1 : ~ s  come 
when we should p- legislation which would bring 
gowrnment emploms  whom we now cl as if^. as 
a k u a l  labourers under some statute which will Wtitlt. 
them 'to a p i o n  aa of right. 

3Ir. SPEAKER; I do not think that this is the 
proptr time to discuss that. 

Mr. CR4A'\TFOW: There has beell a great deal 
of discussiton a b o u ~  t h ~  pensioning of casual labourers 
and the senior member for  St. Thomas quoted the 
case of a wornan who had served the Government for 
20 years in the Department of A,gnculture and  in 
connection with whom wti recenldy had to pass a 
special Resolution to give her some assistance. In 
my opinion, after twenty years' ~ ~ ( r v i c e  i t  is not 
eorrect to say thai  the person who rendered those 
jj.lars of service is a casual employee and there should 
be some definition2tating the number d years or the 
nuniber of weeks in a year after which a government. 
employee can no longer be regarded as a casual 
labourer. 

Mr. SIJEAIiER : That will necessitate an amend- 
meat to the Act. 

Xr. <:RAWFORD: What I ,am saying is that 
there should be; some definition stating when a casual 
labourer ceases to  be a casual labourer. I have heard 
the junior manber for the City say some strange 
things but I think that he has excelled himself to-dav. 
I-Ie said that what should be done is to publish this 
schedule in the Press and that people who find thd, 
they eye oniitted would bring to the attention of 
somebody that they are omitted. Most remarkable ! 
Perhaps sometimes the Government does iiot know 
m-hom i t  employc: until soniebody comes and states 
that he is empIo\-ed by the Go~ernment. After all, 
there must be a list liow on record of the people who 
receive money, whether weekly or month1:-, from the 
Treasury and to rlaim that in order that the Govern 
ment inay kiio~{- xv1.horn it enlploys is to publish this 
sch~clule in the Press is the most reillarkable thing 
I have heard in all 111~- life. 

Jfr.  BRANCRER : Mr. Spealwr,-Mention ha3 
been made of casual labourers and the senior member 
for Christ Church, I think i t  was, ren1inCG.d members 
of the House that they are no pelkons who are in 
the regular emploq~nh t  of the Government that are 
not included but there are labourers who are not 
casual labourers. I rnfer to those persons who, ay 
you know, are regularly employed by the Government 
and who have undergone a medical esanlination- 

Mr. SPEAKER:  We have reached the stage at  
which I T ~ . I . !  are not going to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the Resolution. We caimot add to the 
list of offices in the schedule of the OrdW; therefore, 
it does sfem to me that if anything like what th.4 
honourable member is referring to is 111-eded, he might 
introduce an Address asking that  certain peopic 
should bl-I addecl to the schedule. I do iiot see that 
anything can be gained by debating that point to- 
day. 

JIr .  RRANCKER: It remains to be swn whether - 

we nri1l pass or asjeqt the particular Order whici 
is before us. While I certainly not counwl . 
anybody to reject the Order I still Bel, although L 
am not going t<o support the rejection of it, that  it. 
mould be wise to include thos1-l labourers who ar! 
required to be m~dical lv examined, who are given 
regular emp1o)-ment and IT-110 are, in effect, ~ub1 ' -  
employee. 1 am thinking particularly of e m p l o y 2  - 
like supervisors, ~vatchnien, chauffeurs, drivers 
of the Highways ancl Transport Department. With 
respect to the l i ~ ;  under the Head. Legal Depa r t  
mentp, the junior melnber for the City seemed to be 
somewhat perplexed tibout it, but he ninst realize that 
the siligular can include the plural and the p lu rd  
implies the singular, so that when he seep the term 
Depntr Marshal, that may mean fifty. There are . 
four Deputy Marshals, one of whom is the Chief, and 
they are the same persons who are refe~red( to aS 
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Mr. SYMmONDS : MY reason is this and I crayo 
your indulgence, Mr. Speaker, to express my viens 
on the matter. I ~yould like to say that in a n  age 

being niarshals of the Court of Grand Sessions. TL? 
Order, as has been pointed out, may be amended, 
ndde~l to, or revokecl. and that is 1 1 r h ~ -  1 am suggesting 
the addition of certain persons c~ho are not part-time 
employees. 

n u .  8PEAIlEB:  I am trying to point out to the 
honourable member that the schedule cannot h-! added 
to to-day. 

&h. BRANCKEH; I take i t  that as the motio!l 
for the pmponernent of tine further cpnsideratlon of 
the Resolution has been lost I can make a motion thai 
tlv.. Resolutioll be now postponed. 

Mr. SPEAKEB: I shall not accept another mo- 
tion for the postponement af the Resolution. 

Mr. BRAXIGKER: I am not questioiliilg Your 
Honour's ruling but I am trying in my humble way 
to  assist. If a motion is made that  this Rksolution. 
be now postponed will Your Honour accept i t ?  

Mr. SPEdI lER:  I have already ruled on the 
point. 

Nr .  BR,AN,CHER: It has just been brought to 
my attention that a rLsponsible authority in connec- 
tion with public employees would be glad if we post- 
pone this Rkwlution. You see, Sir, a long p'riod 
of time elapses bd'ore these ex gratia Resolutions 
come before this House; thie individuals ~ i t h  whom 
they are concerned have to wait for  Govemmmt to 
go into the merits of their cases, even though they 
are obviousl~ notorious oases. Take the case of that 
labourer %rho rk4ndered 22 years' service a t  Codringtoi: 
Experimental Station and how long she had to sufTe:. 
while the Wvernment was going into the matter v i th  
meticulous care. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Surely the Aet wbuld have to 
be amended to meet ca~aa of the sort to which the 
honourable member is referring. 

Mr. BR,ANCKER: I must counsel the Goverc- 
ment to bear in mind what h a  b~.ell suggested and 
to come to us, if not a t  the next meeting, rery ,*or 
with an amendment to this Or&p for the approval 
of this House and so relieve the worry and anxiety o i  
persons whose offidcs do m appear in this schedule. 
I endorse the point which has beell by the 
senior mmber  for  St. Philip, namely, that it is 
time we amend the Pensions Act so that it will bp 
completely compreIiensive and that all deserving 
public employees would not have to depend on thc 
vagaries of a particular House or a particular Gov- 
emment for just rewards for their services when thev 
have reachcd the stage when the:- are not able t o  
earry on. 

Mr. SPJII1IOXDS : Before the question is put I 
want to move that this RRsolution be rejected. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no need to malre that 
motion. You can vote against the Resolution. 

like this, when the majority df the members of thrs 
Hou,se are elected by the common people of this island, 
an Order should be so prepared as to onlit so-callel 
casual laboul~rs- 

Mr. TALMA: On a point of ceixplanation. I harc 
attempted to explain that a oasual labourer is entitled 
to a gratuity. Anyone who is entitled to gratuity 
under thb old Act is entitled to i t  under the neir 
Pensions Act. The honourable member's statemenr 
is misleadinz. 

Mr. SYMMONDS: Mr. Speaker,-In spite of 
what the honourable member has just said. i t  is cl-ear 
ta me that it is unfair for any man who has l abour~d  
for 20 pears or any smaller period on behalf of this 
government, whether he be designatecl casnal labourer 
or  not, to have to go- 

Nr. SPEAKER: I want to explain to the hon- 
ourable member that in order to get what he is driv- 
ing at done, he will have to amend the Pensionr; Act 
and there is no amendplent to that Act under discus- 
aion a t  the present time. 

Mr. SYMMONDS: I agree, Rlr. Speaker: but  I 
still want to mahb the point that in an age such as 
this, whell the Inail in the street expects consideration 
from th Acts which we pass in this Assembly, i t  is 
a definite disgrace that an Order of this kind should 
be so prepared as to fail :o represent the polni of 
view of the majority of the underprivileged of this 
colony. I have listened carefully to the explanations 
given by the senior member for Christ Church. 
Only a week ago we sat here and a person who had 
laboured faithfully for 22 yeans- 

Mr. TBLMA: I really must interrupt the hon- 
curable member to point out that the Pensions Act 
ckes not include casual labourers; therefore, any  
Order that is made under the Act cannot inclnd: 
them. The honourable member can, if he likes, in- 
troduce an  Address asking the Governor-in-Execu- 
t i re  Committee to amend the Order but what I am 
trying to point out is that the time of the House i s  
being wasted in disouasing a matter which cannot 
he included in the Order to-day. 

Mr. SYMMONDS : Mr. Speaker,-I represent 
a good many poor people in  the constituency of St.  
&orge and i t  is their point of view that I am trtving 
to put before this House. I feel--- 

Mr. TALMA: I appreciate what the honour- 
able member is saying and the House appreciates i t  
too. But what I am trying to show him is that this 
callnot illclude tllosc people lrecause there is no 
authority under the Act to enable it to be done. 

Nr.  SYMMONDS: I agree that this Order can- 
not include those people but a t  the same time we 
should register our protMt against the continued 
Enactnlellt of l a w  which deliberately show a system 
of cIiscrimination,--a system by which the middle 
allcl upper classes are thought of and cared for and 
the lower classes are excluded. This is:I repeat, M;-. 
Speaker, the age of the common man a i ~ d  we will be 
=ailing in our duty as representatives of the common 
mall if Ye assilcted in the enactment of an Order 
""11 as this The point which I want to make is 
this. 

hIr. SPEAKER:  Is the honourable member 
likely to finish his remarks in ten minutes' time. 
- Mr. SYMMONDS : Ceritainly not, Mr. Speake:. 
i feel very strong on this matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  That being the case we milI 
adjourn. I t  being after 2 o'clonk, this House stan,!s 
adjourned until 2.45 p.m. in according with I Rule 40 (a) .  

PR-OTEST AGAINST PRESENTATIOW O F  
REPORT OF MONTEGO BAY CONFERENCE 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. RAMSAY: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move 

the adjournment of the House for five minutes 1 ~ .  

order to discuss a matter which I think is of vital ' importallce. I do not ask the entire House to agree 1 with me; I make thia motion because I am a histor. 
ian. I am one of those people who believe in histor.. ' While I was in my seat earlier to-day I was presented 
with this document which purports to be a Report 
df the Montego Bay Conference. I have taken ex- 
ception to the way in which the Report has been 
presented. This Report is of vital importance from 
a historical point of view; within the next ten. 
twenty, thirty or fifty years it will be all important 
in conimemoratiny the inauguration of th( fcdern- 
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tion of thp West Indies. Hence I say that whoever 
has been responsible for the presentation of thi., 
Report ought to have paid greater interest in having 
it properly prepared with a hard cover so that t h b  
paper should fulfil the puwose for which it was sup- 
pliecl. If the I-iouse feel that I am wrong they can 
say so: but as  a member of this House I ,  personally, 
take exception to the way which this Report has been 
sent to us. If honourable members do not think 
that this motion is worth while making they can say 
SO. 

Mr. WARD: I rise to second the motion. I feel 
that a document of this type should have be?n pres- 
ented in book form so that it could be better kept for 
future reference. I quite agree with the honour- 
able member; it is 110 niore than the Government could 
have done. I say nothing more a h t  it. 

Mr. RAMSAY: I ask leave to withdraw my 
motion. It is only a protest which I have made 
seriously and genuinely from the bottom of my soui. 
(A  MEMBER: Do not withdraw the motion   et.) 
An honourable mem'bkr has hinted that I do not with- 
draw the motion and therefore I do not withdraw it. 

The question that this House do now adjourn 
for five minutes was put  and resolved in the airirma- 
biw. 

A division was taken s s  follows :- 
dyes :  Messrs. R~MSAY,  SYMMONDS, GARNER, I 

H-~YKES, DOWDINO, GALE, S. A. WLCOTT. WILKINSON 
and WARD--9. 

xoe.s: Messrs BRANCKER, SMITH, F. L. WAWOTT. 
Cos, MAPP, TALMA, BLACKMAN and Dr. CUMMINS-6. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The question has been decid- 
ed in the affirmative. nine honourable members vot- 
ing "Aye". and eight honourable members voting 
"NO". This House stands adjourned for five min- 
utes. (Cheers). 

R.EPLIES LAID 

On re-assembling, 
Dr. CUMNINS: Mr. Speaker-I beg to lay on 

the Table of the House the replies to questions No. 
17, 24 and 30 all standing in tlle name of the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Lucy. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to lay the replies to 
quedtions No. 29 also standing in  the name of the 
honourable junior member for St. Lucy. 

SUSPENSION O F  61(A) 

Order, 1947, made by the Governor on the 3rd day of 
December, 1947, under the provisions of section 2 
(1) (a) of the Pensioils Act, 1947 (1947-20). 

Mr. TALMA : The various offices which are set 
out in  the Schedule to the Order are not included 
in the Pensions Act and in  view of the poiqts made 
by honourable members, I ask leave that the furtheL- 
consideration of this Order be now postponed. 

There being no objection, the hon. member was 
granted leave to postpone the Order. 

SUSPENSION O F  RULES 88 AND 89 

Dr. CUMMINS: I ask leave to move for  the sus- 
pension of Rules 88 and 89 in  order to proceed with 
the Rksolutioll of which I gave notice earlier to-day , 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
hon. member to make the motion. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Rules 88 
and 89 be now suspended. 

Mr. BLACKMAN seconded the motion which w,~s 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order of the Day 
therefore is to move the House into Committee of 
Supply to consider the Resolution of which notice 
was given earlier today. 

COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY 

Dr. CUMMIN8 : I beg to move that Your Hon- 
our do now leave the Chair and the House go into 
Committee of Supply. 

Mr. BLACKMAN seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went 
in Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMSAY being in the 
Chair. 

I COST OF RUNNINO THE GENERAL HOSPITAL AS A 

QOVBaNYENT DEPARTMENT. 

Dr. CUMMINS : This Resolution, Mr. Chair- 
man, is for  the sum of 3331,000 to be placed a t  the 
disposal of the Governor-ill-Executive Committee to 
meet expenseis so that the Barbados Geiiel-a1 Hospitdl 
may, in the very near future, .b declared a Qovern- 
ment Department. The object of the Resolution is 
not to provide any new amount of money; this money 
has already been provided in the Estimates. This 

I money is required in order that the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee may have i t  in their hands to 

Dr. CTJ~\IIMINS : I ask leave to move the sus 
pension of Rule 61(a) in  order to resume Govern 
ment Business. I should like to say that I also de- 
sire to deal %.ith the Resolution of which notice was 
given earlier to-day. It is an important Resolution 
the object of which is to provide the estimated amount 

for the administration to the 31st March, 
1948, of the General Hospital which it is proposed 
to bring under Government control a t  an  early date. 

Mr. ITILI(JNSON : I will agree to the suspen- 
sion of the Rule if the hon. member assures us that 
he will deal with that Resolution only. 

D r .  CUMMINS : I give that assurance. 
There being no objection, leave was granted €he 

hon. member to make the motion. 
V Dr. C m R i I N S  : I beg to move that Rule 61 (a\  

run the Hospital when ihat Institution is declired 
a Government Department. This money reprents 
the difference between what has been spent up  to 
date and the; balance ;that has been voted up  to the 
31st of March, 19.28. This is therefore just a t r am 
ference of the money which has been already voted. 
I beg to move that this %solution do now pm. 

Mr. B L U X M A N :  I beg to second that. T 
should like to explain that a similar amount which 
is now in  the hands of the I I m i t a l  Board will be 
paid ildo the Treasury . 

Mr. WILKINSON : We on this side of the Table 
always deplore hurried legislation. Notice of this 
Re@Qlution was given to-day and the Resolution is 
to be passed this afternoon ! I see no reason why 

, notice of this Resolution could not have been given 

Mr. SPEAKER : On the adjournment lunch 
the House were discussing the Resolution to approvt 

me as if there has been some negligence on-the part 
of somebodr connected with the Government. Possi- 
hlT- the delay maTT have been in the colollial Secre- 

be now suspended. some weeks ago. The Bill enabling the Government 

the Order entitled tohe Pensions (Pensionable Offices) t,&$ Office. me take the honourable introducervs 

3lr. BLACKMAN the motion which was 
sgreed to. 

ORDER POSTPONED 

to take over administration of the Hospital as a 
Government Department was passed some months 
ago and the Government knew that this Resolution 
would have been sent down. This appears to 



worcls that this nioiley has already been lllacle avail- 
able in the Estimates and therefore this is oldy a 
transfer being made i n  order to meet expenses; 
but 1 want to n-arn the Goverii~nent that they 
~nus t  not go 011 cloiiig this sort of thiilg. We are 
llot satisfied to have these papers put into our 
hailcls earlier in the day and then have the Rules 
snspentled in orcler to pass Resolutions. On this 
occasion, however, the honourable seniov meniber 
for  St. Thomas has assured ns that this 1none;r- has 
already been rotecl in the E ~ t i m a t ~ s  ancl I think that 
that is correct. Therefore I thi~llr that we all intend 
to vote for the Resolntion; but I again issue the 
~ ~ ~ a r n i a g  that this sort of thing must not be clone. 

Dr. CUMMINS : The hon. member who has just 
spoken was a3 one time a member of the Govrrnniznt 
and he knows that there are occasions when matters 
come to you in a hurry, so to speak, and you have 
to resort to proceclure of this sort. As far  as the 
General Hospital being taken over by the Govern- 
ment is concerned, it is true that the enabling Bill 
was passed some months ago but it is only 1vithi11 
the last two or three weeks that the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee decided to take over the Insti- 
tntion as a Government Department sonietiine this 
month. That \+-as done for the very good reasoil 
that the Resident Surgeon Specialist who is to re 
organize the side of the Hospital has recently 
coine to the island and the Governine~it did not 
n-irh to declare the EIospital a (~overnment Depart 
~nen t  until he arrived. As hon. members know 
the Resident Surgeon Specialist arrived here just 
felV days ago. Hall members must remember that 
we had a Christmas vacation and I am not saying 
how well the hon. si~ember who' has just spoken may 
have spent i t  which may have caused him to forget 
it, but the fact remains that the Government wants 
to declare the Hospital a Governmelit Departmalt 
as soon as this Resolution is passed-hence the need 
for this hurry. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : While I am voting for this 
Resolution to-clay I should like to say that the excuse 
which has just been given by the hon. senior lllenlber 
for St. Thomas is a rather lame one. I must agree 
with the ho11. junior member for St. James that if 
this sort of thing is going on, those of us on this 
side of the House and those who think for then1 
selves must call a halt. For the purpose of espedi 
ency we are agreeing to the passing of this X ~ ~ O I I I  
tion having accepted every word which the hen. 
eenior member for st. Thornas has told us. ill 
I,.eeping with traclition we should not have matters 
thrust upon us during the first part of the day's 
sitting and thell asked to pass them later in th, 
day. I am wholeheartedly in agreement with the 
~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ i ~ ~ ;  I do not attfibute all the blame to tht 
lion. member -ho has introduced it but must 
attribute blame somewhere in the (JoGernment. 
nThell the first Resolution came befol-e the lIouse 

knew that the job would have been ac 
cepted. I associate myself with the remarks of the 
hon. junior member for St. James and I repeat that 
for  the purpose of expediency we will pass this 
Resolution this afternoon. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I would like to say that 
the hon. senior member for St. Thomas must have 
spent a better Christmas than I spent. (Laughter). 

Mr. TALIvfA : I n  reply to the remarks of the 
hon. senior member for the City about tradition, 1 
should like to say that although I dislike measures 
being passed in this manner, this is only pursuing 
the old tradition. The hon. junior member for St. 
James is an experienced member of this House and 
h e  knows that this was a weekly affair with past 
Governments. We are hoping to depart from this 

old  letho hod, but it has become so ingrained in us b y  
past Governments that we are finding it difijcult to 
depart from this bad 111ethod in which we have been 
involved. We all feel very unhappy to see that this 
Lad syste~ll is being pursued and for the information 
of the hon. senior member for the City I should like 
to say that me shall t ry  to depart from it. Without 
causing any disunity or trying to appear to be attack- 
ing anrbody, I must say that I appreciate the as- 
sistance n-hicll the membets o.f the Opposition iu:end 
to give ill this niatter ~ ~ ~ h i c h  is of vital importancs. 

The cluestion that this Resolutioiz do now pass 
was put and resolved in  the affirmative without di- 
visio11. 

The Resolution was pagaed. 
On the iilotiol~ of Dr. Cr-xurss, seconded by IIr. 

BLACKBIAN, the CITAIRMAN reported the passing sf 
the Resolution i n  Committee. 

311.. SPEAKER resumed the' Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

011 thc motion of Dr. CTTMAIIXP. seconded by Xr. 
BLACKBXAN is1 each cae ,  the Resolution passed izt 
Coniiuittee was read a first and secoild time and 
agreed to. 

OMISSION O F  BREAD FROM DIETARY AT 
TIIE GOVERS3XENT ISDT'STRIAL SCEIOOLS. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The special business for 
which the Rules were suspended having been dispos- 
ed of, tlle House will now revert to Question Time. 
On the last occasion of Question Time the House 
lvere debating the replies given to Questions No. 6 
relative to the diet of the inmates of the Government 
Industrial Schools and the hon. junior member fop 
St. Peter was speaking. 

Nr. RAJISAY: I had really finished speaking 
AIr. speaker. 

hlr. 1LIAPP : There are just a few remarl;s 
x~~liich I want to make. I do not want to say much 
on the question of supplying the inmates at the &v- 
ern,ent Industrial ~ ~ h ~ ~ l ~  with bread. our indi- 
vidual ttlstes in this respect differ and if the -atea 
desire bread as a change from biscuits they should 
be given some bread, although I believe that if they 
-.ere being supplied with bread and not with biscuits 
some members would say that they bs 
supplied with biscuits as well. There is one asp& 
of this debate which is very deplorable and any re- 
sponsible meinber of this House should take serious 

of it. The member who made the motion 
openly criticised the Superintendent of the Govern- 
tllent Industrial Schools and remarked that much of 
the trouble caused a t  the Boys' Institution results 
from the fact that this Officer does not treat the boys 
properly, ancl in gelleral the l~ononrable member tried 
to maintain that the Officer is not suitecl for the job. 
NOW I consider that this is very unfair treatment to 
be meted out a public officer by any member of 
this House. The hen. member d id  not give any facts 
a t  support his contention. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think T ruled that any de- 
bate relative to the Superintendent was not relevant 
to the 

Mr. MAPP: I do not want to question Your 
IXonour 'S statement but I--- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I speak from memory but I 
think I ruled such discussion out of order. 

Mr. MAPP: It is unfortunate that there was 
no record of that in  the report of the proceedings in 
the Press- 

Mr. SPEARER:  W e  are not guided by them. 
Mr. =PP: It h% gone out to the general 

public that this Officer has been charged by 6 mem- 
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ber of this House who meLintains that all troubles up  
there are brought to him, and this 0Sce r  is a moat 
responsible one. 

Mr. SPhAKEK:  I rule that that has uothiilq 
at all to with this debate. This debate concerns the 
diet supplied a t  these Schools. 

Mr. MAPP: I feel that  a criticism such aa 
that which has beeii made of a public Oficer should 
not go unchallenged. I am sorry that a member of 
the Government did not during the debate- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not allowing any de- 
bate relative to the Superintendent of the &vern- 
ment Industrial Schools when the only queetion 
which has been raised is the qnestion of the diet sup- 
plied 'at these schools. 

Mr. MAPP: I am just saying that no atten-. 
tioll was paid by the Government member at the time 
of the criticism of the public Officer. I have been 
a public Officer lrkrself and tYhen an?- charge is 

brought in responsible quarters against a public 
Officer i t  is very embarrassing for  him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I rule that that part of the 
debate is out of order. 

Mr. MApp:  I still consider that it is my duty 
to bring to the notice of the House that the criticism 
of this public Officer is unjustifiable, and I t h d  
Your Honour for your indulgence although I am sor- 
r y  that you will not allow me to go into the matter. 

Mr. GARNER: I ask leave to withdraw my 
motion. 

There being no objection, the hen. member 
granted leave to withdraw the motion. 

O F  PEASANTS' CANES 
AT SUGAR FACTORIES 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. speaker,-I beg to 
move the adjournment of the House for five minutes 
in  order that I may comment on the replies given by 
the Government to question NO. 10 standing in  my 
name. This question was: "What steps is Govern- 
ment proposing to take in  connection with scale 
beams a t  sugar factories throughout this Island for  
the protection of the interest of pmsants, who sell 
their canes to such factories, in  view of the proven 
error in the weighing of a load of canes this year 
a t  Spring Hall Factory, St. Lucy; an  error which 
was in favour of the purchaser of the canes?" Now 
Sir, hon. members have in their hands the Govern- 
ment's reply to this question and I must say that 
I have rarely beeii so perturbed in  my mind over 
matters during the ten years that I have been a mem- 
ber of this House as when I read the replies which 
the Government saw fit to  give to questions on two 
or three occasions. Their present reply which I have 
no hesitation in characterising as unsympathetic and 
indicating a tremendous amount of indifference to 
that large number of peasants who send their canes 
to the sugar factories and have them weighed a t  the 
scale beams, as well as other land-owners in  whom 
I have not got that same amount of interest but who 
are also affected, is as follows: "All sugar factory 
scales are tested prior to the commencement of the 
crop and several tinles during the crop." The GOY- 
trnment has sent down that reply in the lieht :)f 
what was proved to have happened during the last 
crop and in m\- s~~bnzission it is ;, reply which shows 
an almost calloll.: ji~clifferencp to I he neop l~  for whom 
there is no weigh-bridge available, but who have to l send their canes to Fngar factories o ~ n e d  h r  nrirate 

weighing of canes; those factories hare to depend 
almost exclusively upon peasants' canes 1n order 
to keep their macliulery working and they have 
to see that the peasants p t  a square deal particular- 
ly when there are other factories nearby. But 
5jrhen there is a remote place like St. Lucy (A 
3IEMBER: Is that a remote place?) we find that 
year by year complaint+% have been made not only 
with regard to the price paid for  canes but also with 
regard to the accuracy of the weights recorded. Time 
after time when I brought up the matter i n  this 
House I have always been told that idle accusations 
were being made against the SWar ffactories. I n  
other words I have been asked : "Could you imagine 
a sugar factory owlier wanting to rob a poor peas- 
ant ? "  That question has always been asked but we 
haa i t  demonstrated beyond all doubt on a particular 
occasion a t  Spring Hall Factory when a lorry load 
of canes was weighed and when the weight was tesc 
~d i t  was found to be 565 pounds in  excess of what 
had been registered. An itinerant Inspector of the 
habour Department was told by the caneweigher that  
the weight of the lorry load of canes was so much 
and the Inspector insisted on having the canes 
~ " g h e d  again ancl there was 2 di&rence of 565 
pounds! That factory boasted of its fi~ne recovery; 
the recovery was a fine one because they were get- 
tlng more canes than what they were paying for. I n  
their rep l -  to this questioll the Gover~linrnt say that 
all factory scales are tested prior to the commence- 
ineilt of the crop and several times during the crop; 
but the scales are tested in a manner in  which i t  
would be almost impossible to obtain accuracy. They 
are not tested to capacity. I have been informed by 
a competent engineer that the way in  which to de- 
monstrate that scales are working accurately is to 
test them to capacity. The Police do not carry any 
proper facilities for  testing these scales and on this 
occasion a t  Spring Hall Factory they had to go 
through a long process before it was eventually dis- 
covered that there was this shortage of 565 pounds 
in the weight recorded. Do hon. members have any 
idea of what a shortage in  the weights recorded will 
mean to the poor peasants this year? They must have 
every half ounce of the weight of their canes record- 
ed. Here we have the Government indifferently and 
placidly giving this reply; the usual inspection took 
place last year and what was the result? A lorry 
load of canes was tested by a Government Itinerant 
Inspector-1 take it that the Government will not 
discredit their own Inspector-and it was found that 
that lorry load of canes was 565 poullds S11 favonr 
of the purchaser, the big factory owner. This rou- 
tine inspection is strongly to be deprecated. I f  cer- 
tain days were fixed for the peasants to send their 
canes to the factories then arrangements could be 
made for Government Itinerant Inspectors o r  some 
(they representatiri of the Department of Laboul- or 
ine~nbem of the Police Force to be present a t  the fac- 
tories throughout the inspection of the scales. I feel 
that the inspections that are carried out a t  p m e n %  
are not enough. This discovery at Spring Hall Fac- 
tory was the result of a casual visit by an Itinerant 
Inspector. If we had these Inspectors present at 
the sugar factories all the time there may be many 
revelations in  connection with the weighing of peas- 
znts' canes. As roil know, Mr. SPEAKER there are 
manl- suear factories ill this island which possess 
what are known as Pooley scales, and a very compe- 
tent engineer has told me that i t  is almost impossible 

car>italists and who have no guarantee at  all that 
their canes are accnratelx7 weighed. There are in this 
island one or two sugar factories about which T have 
11ot have heard an?-. cto~~bts expressed as to thr 

for a Pooler scale to po mrony. Tf i t  cops mrong 
it i q  a ~ l i ~ - + i o l ~  nf l~ial~irnilation. There iq a Poo1e.c- 
scale at  Spring Hall Factory and vet on this par- 
ticular occasion to which 1 am referring an  error was 
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made to the amount of 565 pounds! This amount 
might seem small to the big people but it is a sub- 
stantial amount when i t  is a question of a small load 
sent to the factory by some poor peasant. It would 
not make any diee~rence with this 565 pounds if the 
canes were sent by some hon. members of this House 

A t  this point, it now being 3.30 pm., Mr. SW- 
ER stated that i t  was now time for the consideration 
of Private 12embers' Business. 

STJSPENSION OF RULE 60 

In llloving the passing of this Address I should 
like to say that 1 think the majority of hon. mem- 
bers will be in favour of it since it deals with one 
of the most important phases of our social make- 
up. Everyone of us who travels about the various 
tenantries know6 that the roads are in a very deplor- 
able coqdition. Gcently we voted $375,000 for  the 
puxpwe of reconstructing some of these roads, and 
it would appear is if the Director of Highways and 
Transport is not certain as to the number of roads 
or the nliles of road which he can take over and re- 
-pair. Eecentls I visited one of these roads whici 

Mr. COX: lIl.. sSPEAKER-I ask leave to lnove 
for tha suspensioll of Rule in order to deal lTith 
order N ~ .  72 in my name as the first Order 
of the Day Private ) ~ l ~ ~ b ~ ~ ~ ,  ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ .  

Order is all Address dealing with appoint- 
merit of a Committee to recommend to ,.he aveRI- 
merit the tenantry roads which are to be taken 
over. I believe that hen. members will support this 
Address because they realise that many of these roads 
a re  sadly in need of repair. 

Mr. WILKINSON : I object. 

1%. SPEAKER: Objection ha* been *en, 
3 shall have to put  the question- The question is 
that leave be granted the hone member to move the 
suspension of Rule 60 so to deal with Order Ne- 
72 a s  the first Order of the Day under Private AIem- 
ibers' Business. Hon. members in favour of that will 
please say ' 'A~e7" those against will please say ''No-" 
-I think the "Noes7' have it. 

il division was taken as follows: 
Ayes: Dr. C U M M ~ ~ ,  & ~ s s - T ~  ~ M ~ A Y ,  SYY- 

SfONDS, SMITH, F. L ~ A L C ~ T ,  COL FOSTER, ~IAPP,  
LEWIS, BLACKMAN, BRANCKER and HAYNIB-12. 

Noes: Messrs C u m o m ,  D O W D ~ Q ,  GALE, S.  A. 
~ A L C O T T ,  WILKINSON, WARD and L M O ~ ~ ~ ~ - : .  

Mr. SPEAKER: Th6 qu@tion has b e n  decided 
in the affirmative, twelve hen- members v o t i ~  "Aye" 
and seven honourable members voting "XO". Thr: 
honourable nlember may therefore make the motion. 

Mr. COX: I 'beg to move that Rule 60 be now 
suspended. 

~ r .  F. L. WALCOTT seconded the motion which 
xms agreed to. 

I beg move that Order No. 7' 
be taken as the first Order Of the Day under Private 
Members' Business. 

Mr. seconded that mOtior 
which was agreed to. 

ADDREsS rte APPOINTMENT O F  CO-,,,,TxB 
TO U K E  RECOMMENDATIONS re TENANTRE 

ROADS, STANDPIPES AND HYDRANTS 

Mr. SPEAKER : The first Order of the Day 
under private ~ ~ ~ b ~ ~ ~ '  &sine% therefore 
in the name of the hon. senior member for St. Michael 
- T ~  Illove the passillg of an Address to His Excel- 
lpncy the Covernor re the appointment of a Corn- 
nlittee to recomnlend ~~~~~~~~t the tenantry 
roads to be, taken over and repaired and the localities 
fm installing standpipes and hydrants. =. COX : Mr. Speaker,-The, Addr- reads 
as follows :- 

The House of Assembly 

are being taken over and I notice that the road only 
runs as f a r  as a rich man's land, so to speak, but where 
the of people are living I find, that no 
~rovision has been made for carrying on of this 
road. There are other roads which need to be taken 
over not 0111~ in the parish of St. Michael, but in  
St. L u c ~  St. *'ldrew as a matter of 
all :ver the island ; but more especially in the 
F~~~~~~~ where the Com'nissioners cease 
to exist o r  where theey have ~~o th i i i g  to c10 with the 
repair of the roacls, ilamely the parishes of St. 
Iinc? ancl St. Anclrew. I think i is absolutly neces- 
sary for a Committee to be set up to go into the ques- 
tion and make recomrnendatio~ls to the Government 
so that the Governmeilt call issue ~ r d e r s  to the 
Director of Highvaps and Transport to repair t h ~  
various roads. I feel also that the time has come 
lvh~ll Ifre should decide as to the localities in lvhic.h 
sta~zclpipe~ ancl hyclrants should be placed I notice 
that there is a great lack of stanclpipes in the various 
districts, to say nothing about hydrants. h a mat- 
ter of fact, there are few hydrants in the suburbail 
(Iistricts and I feel therefore that somethii-g 
should be done more especially in the three parishcs 
~vhich I have mentioned. 1 am well aware of the 
fact that these roads cannot be taken over unless 
the otvllers hand theln over to the Gavernn~ent. I 
a l ~ o  know that the inajority of the people who 
live in theqe areas are millillg to hand over th,? 
roads; I k1low that people have petitioned the Got7- 
ernment to take over these roads and there arc 
cthers who are quite willing to do likewise sin-e 
thep are not. ill a positioll to bril?g these roacl~ 
np to the standard required by  the Act I f e d  that 
this Address mill meet the approval of the majority 
of honourabl~ members. I have a duty to perforlli: 
7 k11o\$- how the people are suffering; I know that in 
111any eases they live f a r  from the standpipes 
and t h e  have to go thronrh plenty mnc: 
to get water illto their homes. Therefore I feel 
that the Govevi~lnent should Fe asked to repair 
these roads a s  speedily aq possible. I beg to niove 
that  this Addrew do now pass. 

Mr. SYMMoNDS : I beg to second the 
member's motion. There is hardly a member of t h h  

who is not conversant with the 
condition of the tenantry roads of this island. Every- 
one of us has a t  some time or other7 pledged his 
constituents to do something to remedy this deplora- 
Fle state of affairs ; and while i t  is true that under the 
present laws of this island the Commissioners of Hign- 
ways of the trariOus parishes are still responsible f a r  
the repair of the tenantry roads, and since the 

1 amount of taxes raised from parishioners in  respect 
of the repair of the roads has proved to be grossly 

To 
His Excelb%cy tlze Governor 

The House of Assembly. respectfully request 
Your Excellency to take immediate steps to appoint 
a Committee including members of the House to re- 
-comnlend to the Government the tenantry roads to 
be immediately taken over and repaired and the 

inadequate, and &nce the Central Government is. 
being called upon to  shoulder the burden of the 
repair of the roads, I feel that the time has come 
when a yepresentative C'ommittee including mein- 
bers of this House should have a voice in  making 
wggestions as to the repair of these roads. Since 
the funds which are being expended upon the repair 
of the roads come out of the g e n e d  revenue, where 

localities for installing standpipes and hydrants. there a m  a large number c\P members of the com- 
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nnulity living in back areas and who by their pur- 
chases of the different nfm%&ies of life contribute 
to the collection of, the revenue of the island, I feel 
that,the tillle h= co rn  when consideration, and seri 
ous consideration, should be given the plight of 
these poor people who have to wade through mud 
and water so as  to get a telephone message in the 
hour of sickness, people to whom promises have been 
made year after year for many years, promises 
which I am glad to see the Government is; now try- 
ing to carry out. ~ u t ,  ill my opinjon, they are 
,lot doing the job as thoroughly or  as  quickly, a s  thc 

of the people require. If  we continue a s  we 
are continuing at present, the present generation will 
0- away and there will still be people living in 
back areas under conditions where there are no 
Eaeilities for obtaining water, conditions where pm- 
ple have to wallr for two or three miles thr0ug;l 
dusty streets with uncovered buckets and getting 
d ~ s t  in the water which they have to store UP at 
home. I have made a pledge to my constituents 
that this is one of the very first improvements t o  
which I would give my support i n  this House- 1 
heartily commend the action of the hone mover of 
the pasing of this Address and I beg most hea r t i l~  
to support i t .  

Mr. : that every jh?? 
member of this House who thinks in  terms of ~ 1 ~ 1 1 -  
sation thinks in terms of good roads; but  surely 

member has any commonsense Or who is 
acquainted with procedure could vote for this Ad- 
3ress i t  stands. As the law of this colony sGnd9 
5t pr-t the roads of the several parishes with the 
exception of St. Michael, St. Lucy and St. b d r e w  
are still vested in the local authorities. Until the 
Act has been amended can tve stand here in this 
House and ask the Government to set u p  this Commit- 
tee to make recommendations as to which roads are 
t@ be taken over? I n  the parish of St. George the 
roads are still vested i n  the Commi~ioners of High- 
ways of the parish and to appoint a Committee in- 
eluding members of this House to say that this oi* 
that road should be taken over is ludicrous. AS 
f a r  as the parish of St. Michael is concerned, hen. 
members will remember that just before the abolition 
of the ~ommissioners of Highways for the pariqh 
when the Departinent of Highways and Transport 
came into being, the Governor-in-Executive Commit- 
tee set up  a Committee under the Chairmanship of th? 
now President of the Legislative Council to report 011 
the variou~, village roads or what are described as ten- 
antry roads, ancl privately-owned tenantry roads- 

Mr. SPEAKER : Would the hon. member mind 
explaining what are privately-owned tenantry roads? 

Mr. MOTTLEY : In, places like the Bay Estate, 
Carrington's Village, Hanschell's Tenantry where 
the tenantries are owned by private individuals and 
renteil out the roads are called privately-owned 
tcnantry roads. People who own private tenantries 
should contribute towards the upkeep of these road.; 
that is ll1Y feeling and I have expressed it on 
era1 occasions. 1 was saying that a Committee was 
set up under the Chairmanship ofl the now President 
of the Legislative Council and as a Commissioner of 
Highwa-s of the parish of St. Michael at that time 
I recall that ITT were asked to make recommendatio~s 
as to the roads in the parish u7hich we considered 
shonlcl be taken over. I am in a position to say that 
everv posqible road in this parish set ont n~lclel- t ? ~ >  - 
heads private1-y-ownrd tenantry roads and v i l l ac~  
koads was considered and we recommended to the 

,Time and again YOU have I - ~ ~ ~ O I M  given for being 
able to C ~ W  out repairs to roads- If the Depart- 
nlellt of liighwa3-s md Trmp0l.t  has not got direct 
Control of all the e x i ~ t i ~  roads in the colony, if 
the local authorities are still responsible for the 
upkeep of the roads i n  many -S, a b h o ~ h  the 
illtentlons of this Addreas a re  best I at a 
loss to u n d e m w d  how the G o v e m n t  can d- 
ed to appoint a Commit* of this Houw rWma 
mend what roads are to be taken over in * 
pariphes. (A MEMI\ABER: A Committee i n c l u d i ~  
members of the House). I repeat that in  man)- 
cases the roads are still vested in the local author- 
ities. I am sure that there are member& of this 
House who have. s e ~ m d  ill one capacity or  anether 
in respect of the roads. As f a r  back as three or 
four years ago when t h e  Department of Highways 
ancl ?'ransport came into being when ule Com 

!missioners of Highways were abolkhed, 1 distinctly 
recall-ahd I am sure that the honourable j u n i ~ r  
member for  8t Michael also recalls-that sever4 
roads were actually handed over to the Department 
f a under the usual procedure suggwted 

'bp the former Road Board. I recall that on several 
wcasiolls representations were made to the 
Department in  order to find out the reasons why 
several of the roads which had been handed over 

the ~~~~i~~~~~~ of nighways of &&hae] 
were in existence had not beell proceeded with, and 
'there was the reply which I do not accept a t  all, 

you cannot find a man in, gngland, in, west 
Indies or  in any part  of the world to become 
,utive Engineer ill Barbad* for the salary offerd.  

do not like some of the reasons which c o w  before 
this H~~~~ at times. I ghould like to see roadj 
repaired by the wand of a if you like, 
but let us approach the matter in the right way. 
1 believe the intentions of this are the 
best but I cannot accept i t ;  if hon. members feel that 
they can accept the Address, it a matter for 
them. 1 should like to here that if tl13 
hon. senior member for St. Michael would learn 
manners, it would & much better for him; his 
has not been elevated with his body. No hon. membez 
of this House could say that I have not rnociaW 
myself with anybody who wanted to take over roads ; 
I challenge any hen. member to say- 

Mr. SPEAKER : I do not think that anyone 
i, suggesting that. 

Mr. MQTTLEY: No Sir, but it may be expedi- 
ent to relniiid hon. members of that, lest they think 
to the contrary. It is all right for hon. members to 
paqs an Address of this sort but I here remind them 
that the authorities for making recommendatioss 
aq regards standpipes are the Commissioners of 
I-lealth of the Trarious parishes alld thep are 
ill existence. Every day ill t h h  colony you hear 
that there are not sufficient standpipes; the local 
authorities, the Commissioners of Hedth,  are well 

Tl-ith that because they are 
for banitation in the various parishes. This Address 
asks that a Committee appointed to recommena 
to the Government w h e ~ ~  standpipes sh~ll]d be 

Mr. SPEAKER : It does not mean that  the 
Commit,tec would not take evidence i n  the variow 
parishes. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : You cannot see anything in 
this Addrew which recommends any p e a t  phenomen- 
al change which will come overnight. Really a n 3  
truly, like all other members of this 'Ilouse, 1, should' 

Committee which was set up  by the Government some- 
thing like 60 miles of roads ;to be take11 over. I recall 
that several of lhe other parishes had already sent in 
their recommendations as to thp roads to be repaired. 

like to see the repairs to the roads started. I haye 
been a member of this House only recently, but I hare 
heen associated with the repairs of roads and so fort11 
and that is known -to the general ~ l ~ b l i c .  While 1 
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p r  lq i l a t ion  with -rqi#&d to l* er~ixWishnlmt of' 
villages a& temrltrh abd we are d f m k  from 
t b t  m-day. Ywpb sell '&W h a  
w i t b u t  mar$ing m y  g m v i d ~ n  Tor either m* 
rm& and after the land was SOH those who bought 
it had h esme and say:  "Well, we have bought tfh 
h h d ;  we are taxpayers and we want either the lucaf 
&hthoyity or the Go~%rnmeat to make roads for fiS 

rsads whi& we ba.ae never ha@." I happen to be a 
bmber of tb m n e m l  Board of Health and even in 
tBwe days we receive applicatiom regu1a;tly from 
pebpb for pt+~aimion to divitle and sell land in  lots, 
t h y  hoop the laud is divided and the roads are 
marked on the plans but these roa& always remain 

would come afterwar*. at the stage as shown on the plans. The roads are 
&lr. MOTTLEE' : % m e  is no d i e e t  in aP hot properly constructed and the Government is 

ing this Committee unle8s the work is going therefore called upon to go into these places a d .  
became the rotrds wG~B &odd be spend large sums of money which ought to be spent 

over have &edy been lW@WWJ3d6 by * Wfb* Qedple are a ~ o v ~ d  to sell their 1-d. I n  0th- 
m set up wlcter %he er countries befbre you can establish a tenantry you 

present President of the Leg*tive C Awe to prouitle proper roads and they have to be 
the of Exwutive ihspected and passed bp the local authorities befor3 

M ~ .  SPEAKER: The questio a single house can be erected on the land. &m in 
Executive Iqgineer d~ not corn this island people only dig a smell track a d  kry on 
of this Adiqress # d. 

MF. ~ O ~ T U Y  : I n  order to PEAKER: Is that mythkg to do with 

Mr. GALE : It is something to do wit& it; ttbef 
ave this Adclress to-day. If the Gsverri- 

pair and ccrn&eratbn was 
of waker. ~ r n m d a -  

wiCh &eip &eV&p.. 
not been su&ciently 
development of the 

elves in this affi- 

in a nroPpr qtate of repair the Government cannot 
take it q~rer. If  1h2t nart of the Isv- not rpnc:3lpr7 
+he 'Col---.-qent will not.be able to take over any of 
thefie tenalltrv roads because none of them :q in 'any 
prope* state of repair. years ago there was no pro- 

bwn repaired and the only diBculty we have is that 
we do not pe t  the money fast enough :hrolll the 
ernmevf. (Laughter). XOW, Mr. Speaker. I fa- 
See that if the present situation is interfered 
b - ~  a Committee, the good work which has been start- 



eB snd.whi& be&g done is likely e e w .  1 would 
hen, ~ e ~ ~ l s  L. ae very carrrul m passlay r f i ~ .  

saarem mat \i\i lch regara to tne roaua 
c~owFnment nave L. be repalreu, 

recmendaacms werea*ed for sad received Dy tn: 
4 these recommendations were bawd 011 

fscts bttck to 1890. ~h~~~ facts are that pe- 
twleas 5mnI people in those day, an.2 
,,hey rmbritwd U, the Govcmment,. I belleve that 
the Tertsw fm the illtroductiOn of this address be- 

of c i r m a n c e s  existing purely in the parish 
M at. & h h e l ;  oatwlrly llot m me par ih  of St. Cieorge 
and I fail to any committee should be ap- 

now that good work has started by the 
I repeat a s,,ou hae been made 

by the m m e n t  who has given grants for repair- 
ing the roads add some parishes as much as 
has batready been spent in this harkhlp' 
It ivmkld be a bad policy indeed now that 
gaod ~tal.t'haS been 'to interrupt it as see 
b t  thepe is su@h a ~ o ~ i b i l i t y  by passing this Ad- 
dress. 'h Pf@s over to the question Of 

gives it Oil. a matter of this goa 
to the her- of fhe efitlre smatiOn* and has been 
'mmt~oned by m e  'on. members have preced- 
ed me that the Government have set Out 

repaw the tenantry roads- About two weeks before 
cnristmas 1 went to Scaly Ha, St. John2 the m- 
vitation of the Cht~rchwarden of that parish to look 
a t  a road and the Ch~chwarden's  cry was that he 
waBkd money. understand that iunt before Christ 
Qas *he Governmeat decided to 0lve certain parish= 
'fQIUBO I h.vo not 

we are abo* 
wmer %+'hether Or p e r m e n t ;  we *" mmey to various parinhes and we wodd 
'lke' to go into these perishes people what 
m g t  do! 'The law is there bat I still think that t lk 
.Address wS1 serve a useful purpose in allowing the 
hVernment to see that our feeling is that certain 
Acts should be repealed. The &vernment see 
where our m i n h  are travelling. We feel that this work 
p h @ a ~  be done more expeditiously. I do. not  thin^ 
that !the iloll. rlllor rneinbPr for Sr. jxlehael s.oul~ 
take umbrage became of what hon. nlembers have 

hay P a t  these are greatly needed. In some parishes 
people hare to wdk for Over a mile before 
a etadpipe;  bat *hat this for is ''- 
ready bQm. 'We want the pip* to be put down at 
ihese &es land if this Address had asked for an 
i ' v b i r t i o n  as to Why the pipes are not forthcoming 
I wodd be  more in -paGhy with it. I know that 
money has been voted by this House for the purpose 
0flp~tdillg t d ~ ~ 1 1 j ~ i p e 6  ill the vicinity of a 
pl5llta6Cm.h%:@eoage, and in view of the water 
passing1 by:#s 'door a r t  ~ l s ? ~ a t ~ o ~  @et Out .and-go: 
its.pipsrtoL be @at down the Government have 
mt g o t ~ ~ b ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  yet! Thlt 3s a sefious &ate 
fsi.8;. the 'hofi. member on nlY has said that it  
may t&ke ilkre yeam before The sitfiatlion i s  relieved 

I Wf+th@tl this  is a situation Could bd 
tankledtimmddistdr. ' 1  wo@ld hate to the good 
W W ~  ~wbioheha* 'bean darted' bv $he%vernment with 
regard #to the itenantrv roads in B e  various pariskg 

@&,a beesme 1 feel that, in our heart of hearts we 
oflee the hen. member. ~h~ hone senior mm- 
ber for ,the Oity has pointed out B a t  we canoot 

$he law; we have to -d it. Of m-, 
&ere ,is nno$bifig wrong with of 
address whee it that this committee to be 
p h t e d  inelnde membeps of the aonse. That 
very good part of the ~ d d , . ~ ,  in that it vouEd a, 
skt g getting monPy lvhieh is required to do tjls 
w-ork voted by the House much more quiolly. 
zaards  the guestion of the ernotion of 
i t  is known that the  pi^^^^^ of 

, apply to the Colonial Secretsrg or the M~~~~~ d 
the LFatiru?opks for sjandpipes ordinarily, if yoL, 
send ia £5 the aorli of illstailatioll be started 
..d the balance of tllc money call be paid. we arz 
~ai.11- a l l o ~ r i ~ ~ ~  o1,r Z p ~ l  to ~ l l t ~ ~ ~ ~  olli- diSOretioII. 
Even if this Address i . llot 1>3~sqd-nncl I earrllat 

,,see I , ~ ,  , ,  can pass it as it is-lue are in wmpathy 
stopped i n  'am!' W@?' b7 the annohrhnent of an"he ~ % h  i t ;  I have ]lot healsC1 of anJ- llollourn~le rnem- 
Committee to do something which has already been / ber aho is not in s)-lnpa~hy hddress. done. Incthe m&fter of making lau-s lllauy an emillent 'lr A* the mnior lusmbrr I larvyer ha3 m d e  a slip, tllr lan3rers lllake gaps in for St. Georpe has said, I ahliik that i t  w~uld,Le wfou:: I the ' 2n1r alul the lay~nen stop those paps. In this to interfere with the ColllmiSSiOners of Highways 'Q Aclc~rr.s the ] l o l l o u r a ~ l e  inlior ,,,emher for st. 
the work is being Oone to-day. This *Ouse has .Mipllarl qhonl(1 harc saicl ?rrtRin things ; 1 cannot voted a ce~tain amount of money for the repair of 
the tenantry roads; the parish of St.-Jatnes has bees I vote for this kind of Addre? as it stands. ' I  think 

t2,500 and I think that this address is be* 
hind %he times. The Commissioners of Highways 
ape repairing 'the tenantry r ~ a d s  toqday and if thq 
Government continues their financial assistance the 
Gommissioners will continue to repair the roads. As 
rsgarh the question Of water I thi* that the 
junior member for St. George is living in a fool's, 

he wants brit we waet water' 
In 'Ome memurements have been 
there is no water to be pot into the pipes. The N a t  

is not the 
and what is %he use of appointing a Committee to say 
whsre 'the standpipes should be put? I do not know 

the hen- number should have asked the Bowrnmtmt 
to send somebody into the various gaxisbes and M 

the is supervised wd that the money,,ls 
correctly spent. (Cheers). On this questian of wa- 
yr, the hen. senior member St. sh I)nt 
the position clearly; we want more water and not 
merely standpipes, but that should not ,preolude .this 
~d~~~~ from being put into efled. If <things go 

some three years will e l a ~ s ~  before we get piprs 
and ten before we get water and if this drought son- 
tinues we ~ 1 1  have to get machinery to change the 
salt water into fresh water. 1 advise the hen. 
member for s t .  ~i~~~~~ to postpone the cowidera- 
tion of this Address and he will have the unani- if 1Ue hon. member is living in Barbados at all be-, mous feeling of the Rouse that he has brought far- 

he wo'ld know that lorries had to be used '' ward sorn~thinp a ~ o r t ] ~ ~ -  of ,.nq,,,leadntion (cheers). 
t-spmt aster in some I do not agree 
with this Address at all; I sag let us have the water 
and we can take care of the standpipes. Let the 
Gmepnment continue to ~;npnly us with money and 
we an. take care of the roads. 

Mr. ' R m S A Y :  This Address is worthy of the 
cansideration of the entire . A s ~ d d y  but .it r ~ h d s  
me of a parent who has a child suffering from a mal- 
ady and instead of giving the child honey the parent 

n u t  wit11 this Adclreis xuorcld it ic I fa:\ to 
how any intelligent hone can subscribe to its 
being passed. 

Nr. WJJKJNSON: I am not in favour of this 
Address becaus~ 1 think it is unneecessary. I would 
recommend that we do not put anv more mads, ,oar- 
ticularly tenantry roads, in the hands of the 
ernment. I think that what is being done now in 
connection \Tith the repair of the tenantry mads is 
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thk result of the Address which was Introduced by because of the very bad collditioll of the roads whel;fe 
tne fio11. senior member for St. George and passed 
by tnls douse. As a result-of that Address the GoV- 
ernme~lt very liberally sent down a ICesolution grant- 
lng lnolley ror the repairs of tellailtry ~ o a d s  In the 
various paribhes. As rar as L know tne work whicn 
k bemg done 111 th t  varlous parishes where the 
Commlasiollers of Highways still ~ x i s t  is done by 

the people usecl to live. I do not think that thzst: 
conctitioils t3kould be allo~\.ed to continue all the 
time. If mane>- is to be granted to the various 
parishes, give it to them. The Highways ~ommis-  
sloliers cl0 not Ivant the Department of Highways 
and Transport to repair their roads; they have 
iollen5 ancl so forth available. I heard in my parish 

these C ~ ~ m l s s i o n t r s .  I sympathise with the hon- this: morning that the repairs to the roads bad to be 
ourable senior for St. Michael because I prr- closed dow~l because there is no more money to be 
hulnt he is tllinkillg of the large number of ten- spent, and i t  tvoulcl 'be an excellent thing if a "gr'ant 
antry roads in the parish of St. Michael which he 
would like to see put  i n  order. We all agree that 
the tenantq- roads should be put  in  order. Unfor- 
tunately, as the hon: junior member for St. Michael 
has said, the Director of Highways and Transport 
has taken the view that he cannot touch these roads 
unless they are in good order. Under the old Cen- 
tral Road Board of which I had the honour to be 
Chairman for eight years, the hon. senior member 
for St. Michael will remember that one or two miles 
of tenantry roads in this parish used to be taken 
over every year; but as soon as the Government De- 
partment was created that practice was stopped. If 
the Government did take over these tenantry road8 
I call assure the hen. member that they are workifig 
very slowly and it will take many Years before any- 
thing is done. Not many months ago a Xiesolution 
was passed in this House relative to the repair of 
tenalltry roads and in every parish except the Par- 

were to be given to the parish beckuse we would 
repair the roacls in thc Spa, Church Village and 
other districts so that the poor people will 'be abie 
to get their canes to thr factories. This informa- 
tion which I an1 now would be given to 
the Committee who would make recommendations 
to the Governmeilt and therefore I do not see 
that there is anything wrong with the wording oT' 
this Address at all. This Address asks that this 
Committee include members of this House and if 
tliere is a member of. the House ~trho repre- 
sents a rural constituency is living in  Bridg:.- 

 town, i t  mill bc his duty to go around in t h e  
parish with some of the people of the parish so that  
he n.ill be able to assist in making recommendations 

j to the Go~~ernment. I do not think that this 
,Address is anything mhicll should be rejected; i t  
is the stepping stone to what we want. We warit 
money and xTe can have the road3 repaired. Speakitq 

ishes of St. Michaelr St. L u c ~  and St. Andrew work I for the parish of St. Joseph TJe hare rollers and the 
has been done on these roads. Believe the people I ctaR necessary for repairing the roads and I &sk any 
in the various ~a r i shes  must know and do know honourable member to visit St. ElizabethPs Village 
which are the most importallt tenantry roads to bt? 
taken over. For the reasons which 1 have given 1 am 
llot in favour of this Address- As the hone senior 
member for St. Grorge has said good work has been 
startecl and let us continue in the same direction. I 
have seen some of the roads which are being repair- * in %. James and they are a good job- Wa 
have been that the 
and Transport cannot easily coniplete their present 
programme and what is the use of their t h i n g  over 
more roads7 As regards water, that is a very news- 
sary item, but unfortunately we are all aware that 
there is no water available. It is very liki& thak 

and see the repairs which have been effected to a 
road which had been abandoned before I born. 
The roads are repaired so as to sear  the tramportation 
of the people's we are quite to take 
over ally road but me want the with which to 
have i t  yepairea. 1 think that every honourable 
rnembe~ should support this Address and let us make 
the necmsarv recommendations to the Government. 

Mr. SYMMONDS: I beg to move that this 
debate be llom~ postponed ~ t h  a Gea to the adjonrll- 
,,ent of the H ~ ~ ~ ~ .  

Mr. RAMSAP: I beg to second that 
Mr. TALAIA : Before the question is  put, I 

am not in favour of this in its 
ent form. 

Mr. SMITH : J do not see that there is anything 
wrong with the ~vording of this Address. The ma- 
jority of the members of this House are vestqme~s 
and if the Government were to ask for a Committee 
comprising of the House, I daresay th%t 
those who are makillR the sPlectioll n.onld recomnlell~l 
members from the various outlving parishes who are 
vestrymen. I t  is a fact that &pnlbel~i of the Holise 
who are vestryme11 will ]<now the Pariolls parishes 
and we will haw a Committee to the necessary 
recommendations If I all1 a mem'6er of the Con- 
mitteeFas a mattel. of faet I will say that we do 
not want any executive engineers of any sort to ljec 
after onr roads; pive us the money alld Tire will have 
the roads done. I t  i5 ver r  important that vestr-en 
be members of the Committee. The hono1lrablF jullior. 
member for St. Peter sneaks this Address re- 
aairing honer 2nd the honourable illfrodncer 
it oil; but roadl;. ~yater  and ]inht are three of t1.e 
most essential rcauirements of the peonle of t h ; ~  
colony. I call tell this Ho~ise and the Government 
that there are peonle in the countrl- ilistricts who hacl 
t c  remove froln their own la1lcl to other people's land 
and nalr rent so 8s tn bp able t~ be in nlaces where 
the d o ~ t o r  call pet to them That had to be done 

important matter were thoroogl~ly threshed out thi.. 
afternoon so that i t  can be decidecl in olle may or 
the other. This Addres,  on the Face of it, will eom- 
mend itself to the average member of this Chamber. 
because from time immemorial xve have been crying 
out for proper tenalltry roads. The money which i s  
there call be utilised in  repairing the bad tenantry 
roads and unemployment will be relieved. I feel 
that if this money, g 7 5 , m 9  has been voted by the 
Central Government it is not a parochial concern and 
i t  s t a n k  to reason that this House should have 
"me say as to how i t  should be spent. The Highway 
Commi~'km3"s will repair the roads which thep 
think ought to be repaired. Tn Christ Church over 
21,000 has been allocated to the parish in respect of 
the Cepair of the tenantry roacls and not one cm12 
has beell spent on these roads. The only roads whic5 
are bein? considered are those i~hich lead to certain 
people's homes. If thiq Address is adopted the? 
HiqhwaV Commi.~qiolle~ of the various parishes 
lvill have to send in return to members of this 
Hol ls~  bCo that 11-p will I m o ~  what roads are to  
to be repaired. This matter has been engafing 
n'3 attelltion not yesterday but ever since . T1:e 
~ri"('i"le a a o ~ t i o ~ l  the Government in so C<r 
as !this vote of £75,000 is concerned is to releas? 
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5500 on the ins~alment bask to the parlsuta. The 
amount originally alloca~ed to the various yar~s l l t .~  
was 651,500 and it has bten increased to eL,aOU. I n  
the parish of Christ Church we can do with mueh 
more than SL,5b0. I reyeaL that d tills money has 
been voted by tht. Central Government then the 
Government should have some say as to how the 
money should bs spent. The moiiey should Iloi be 
atihsed in effecting repairs whlch are not strictly 
essential. Some Highway Commissioners will prob- 
ably say that they have no equipment for dealing 
gith these roads; but let me remlnd them and t h ~  
members of this Chamber that there are in our midst 
nome competent c iv~l  engineers like Mr. Harris, Mr. 
Wilsoll and others.  the^ can undertalce :he con- 
struction of these roads and the wrorli can be done by 
contract because when i t  is left to the Road Inspec- 
tors- 

Mr. SPEAKER: The matter of getting engin- 
eers would be dealt with by the Committee subfie- 
quently: we cannot bring that matter into this 
debate now. 

Mr. TALMA: What the honourable senior 
member for St. Michae? is attempting to do this 
nft~rnoon should commend itself to the average mem- 
ber of this Chamber. He wants to know how tl.ia 
money is being spent. I f  this ComnAittte-: is set 
up it means that members of this House will b* 
apprised of the necessary informatior; in connect;on 
with tht matter. Here ion find that +h+$ electors are I 
insistinz that these tenantry roads be repaired an2 
m-e havi no control over the matter! I maintain 
that we should have some say in  the matter otherwisi. 
the £75,000 will be &pent on roads which do not need 
any repairs. I f  this Committee is set up, each and 
every member of this Rouse-each representative of 
a parish or constituency-will know what roads the 
Highway Commissioners have in mind to repair, and 
pot1 can well understand that each representative 
-ail] take an interest in  the repairs to the roads 
so Ithat the roads which are in the worst ~ t a t r  of 
repair \$-ill be dealt with first. We are ro t  sup~es t ine  
that this £75.000 can repair all the roads but i t  will 
repair all the very bad roads first arid so relieve a 
rertai~i amount of snffering amon~s t  certain sections 
of the commnnitp. Tlf we are really anxions to assist 

in this matter of hhe repair of the tcizantry roads and 
not leave i t  to the Highway Commissioilers to do a,< 
theS like, to repair the roads which lead to their 
friends' houses and leave the other bad roads alone, 
we will agree to the passing of this Address which 
asks for the appointment of lthis Committee which 
will hare the right in saying thai the bad tenantr~? 
roads which have been untouched for  the last one 
hundred years ,should be repaired. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable member who 
moved the adjournment of the debate and the hon. 
member who seconded the motion have already spolren 
during the debate. 

Mr. SYMMON'DS: I beg to move that this 
H o u s ~  do now adjourn until this day fortnight. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The niotion which the hon- 
ourable member made just now is not In order. Rul; 
141 deals with this matter and this is what the Rule 
says :- 

"A member who has already spolren to a question 
or has moved or seconded an  amendment thereto, 
or a motion for  the adjournment of the debate, 
may not rise again to move an  amendment or the 
adjournment of the House, or of the debate or any 
similar question, though he may speak to these nev  
questions when proposed by dther members." 

The honourable member cannot therefore move 
the adjournment of the House. 

T H E  ADJOURNMENT. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I rise to move the adjournment 
of the House. I have obtained the feeling of hon 
ourable members as to the ddte to which we should 
adjourn, and in  vie~v of the fact that cricket will be 
played a t  Kensington on Tuesday next, the majorit? 
feel that we should adjourn until Tuesday, the 20th 
instant a t  twelve o'clock noon. 1 therefore beg to 
move the adjournment of the House until that date. 
The Order Paper will remain as i t  is. 

Mr. ELrtlCKMAN seconded ihe motion which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER aocordingly adjourned th< 
House until Tuesday, the 20th day of January, 1948, 
at  twelve o'clock noon. 


