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T H E  

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 27th January, 1948. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly 

met at  12 o'clock noon to-d.ay. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. G. B. EVELPN (Speaker), His 
Honour Mr.  J. E. T. BFLANCKER, (Deputy Speaker), 
Mr. J. T .  C. RAMSAY ( C h a i m  of Committe&), Dr. 
Y. A. LEV. W m o ~ ,  Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, Measrs. 
F. D. McD. SYMMONDS, L. E. SMITH, M. E. COX, D. A. 
FOSTER, A. E. S. LFWIS, C. E. TAINA, H. D. BI~ACI: 
MAN, J. A. HAYNES, B.A., H. A. DOWDINQ, V. C. GBLB, 
and D. D. GARNER. 

Prayers are read. 
Mr. ADAMS enters the House and takes his seat. 

MINUTES. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The Minutes of the last meet- 
ing are not .yet completed, so there are no Minutes 
to be confirmed to-day. 

PAPERS LAID. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour 
to lay on the table of the House the following 
Papers :- 

Nessage No. 2/1948 from His Excellency the 
Governor, with reference to the Address from the 
House of Assembly dated the 25th November, 1947, 
regarding the insurance of peasant proprietors'' cants 
against loss or damage 'by dre. 

Report of the Committee appointed by His Ex- 
cellency the Governor to advise on the restriction 
of imports. 

NOTICES. 

G-overnment Notices are given as followty :-- 
R l r .  TALMA: Resolntion to place the sum o f  

£1,100 a t  the disposal of thr  Governor-in-Executiv? 
Committee to meet the cost of supervising the weigh- 
ing of canes during the 1948 crop year. 

Mr. RTJACKMAN: Resolution to authorise 
Covernor-in-Executive Committee to adopt and give 
effect to the recommendations of the Conference on 
Oils and Fats  m-hich was held in  Barbados from t'le 
18th to the 2nd of July, 1947, as set out in the 
Schedule. 

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the 
House into Committee of Supply at its next meeting 
to consider the money Resolution of which notice 
has just been given. 

QUESTIONS. 

Mr. LEWIS : To enquire of the senior member 
of the Executive Committee present in  the Honge at 
its next, meeting :- 

l. I s  the Government aware that Barbados is 
zbout the only place where licences have not been 
issued or renewed to Radio Amateurs since the way? 

2. Will the Government please see that the 
Licensing Authority issues licences to the Radio 
Amateurs of the Island without further delay and 
explain why these licences were not issued long ago? 

SETAECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 

Mr. GALE : Mr. Speaker,-I beg to present the 
Report of the Select Committee appointed to consider 
and report on His Excellency's Message No. 30/1947 
relating to Resolutior, No. 30 /l947 affecting the new 
Pay Ward "A" at the Barbados General Hospital. 

Messrs. WTI~KINSON, F. L. WALGOTT, and MAPP 
enter the House and take their seats. 

SELECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT RE NEW PAT 
WARD "A' t 

Nr. SPEAKER : The first Order stands i n  the 
name of the honourable senior member for  St. Joseph, 
-To move the consideration of the Report of the 
Select Committee re New Pay Ward "A" at the 
General Hospital. 

Mr. ADAMS: I do not quite know why this 
Order is in my name Perhaps it is because I sug- 
gested a t  the last meeting that we should deal witn 
it as a matter of urgency that i t  is in  my name but 
inasmuch as the senior member for St. Thomas is the 
member of the Executive Committee in control of 
medical affairs in the House I shall ask that  he  bc 
allowed to deal with it. 

There being no objection, the senior membe~  for 
Pt. Thomas is allowed to  proceed. 

Dr. CUMMINS : Honourable members will re- 
member, Sir, that during last pear a Message was re- 
ceived from His Exce1lenc.c the Governor having for 
its o b i ~ c t  the grant of ~ddit ional  funds in  connectiou 
with the construction of New Pap Ward "A" at t l ~ .  



The House of Assembly beg to acknowledge thz 
receipt of Your Excellency's Message No. 30/1947 

C relating to Resolution No. 30/1947 which authorizei 
the expenditure of $5,063 on the erection of a New 
Pay Ward "A" a t  the Barbados General Hospital. 

I n  accordance with Your Excellency request, 
the House beg to inform Your Excellency that they 
agree with part of the funds provided by the above- 
mentioned Resolution being used for the purchas? 
of furniture and equipment for the new Pay Wartl 
,,A". 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I bcg to second that. 
Mr. W A Y :  Mr. Speaker,-I do not know if 

this is an innovation but I have no Report before me. 
1 cannot see how any intelligent member of the &v- 
ernment can expect the House to pass a Report thal 
we have not even seen. I suggest that the further 
consideration of the Report be postponed until 11011- 
ourable members have receivqd their copies of ir 
Certainly no honourable member can votefor a thing 
of which he knows nothing. I move that the fur- 
ther consideration of the Report be postponed and 
let it be circulated among honourable members, uales:, 
we are mind readers or became ~rophets  overnipEl 
I do not know how other honourable members fwl 
about it. They have the right to speak as represent- 
atives of the people but I cannot see how we can con- 
sider something that has not been put before us. I t  
is a peculiar state of affairs. Honourable members 
have it in their power to do what they like but I bjT.g 
to move that the further consideration of the Report 
be postponed until it has been duly circulated among 
US. 

Mr. ADAMS : I shall make a few brief remarks 
peculiarly for the benefit of the junior member for 
St. Peter and nobodv else's. Everybody has read 
about the voting of this money lfor the construction 
of the New Pay Ward "A" a t  the General Hospital 
I would just like to remind the honounable member 
that the Resolution authorized the payment of $5,062 
for the erection of this Ward but owing to an over- 
sight it was not explained that the Ifunds should be 
used partly for the building and partly for the 
supply of furniture and equipment. The Governor, 
in a Message dated 6th October, 1945-the honour- 
able member had plenty of time to read it if he 
wanted to do so-pointed out that part of the money 
should be used for the purchase of the nec-ary 
furniture and equipment and this is an Address i t 1  

reply stating that the House agrees to that being 
done. What more time does the honourable member 
or anybody else want te conaider this matter? 

Mr. DOWDINQ: I beg to  aecond the motion of 
the junior member for St. Peter. I think t h k  is 
quite a wrong procedure. We have not had the oppor- 
tunity to consider this Report on a matter in cennec- 
tion with which one has been referred h ss poseesaing 
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~-cp!y before we agree to it. I am p . n y  to vote for 
the llonourable member's motion be( ausc i is ?11jte 
in order. 

Mr. MAPP: I do not think that this calls for a 
debate. The intellects of some honourable n~ern~,"r.: 
are peculiar. If ever there was a storm in a tea pot, 
this is one. The matter is a simple one. I was 
member of the Select Committee and this matter did 
not call for any long discussion a t  all. All that was 
necessary was to agree that this money should be 
used for the erection of the building as well as the 
purchase of furniture and equipment and the Com- 
mittee so agreed. The mistake of not circulating 
the Report can be characterized by the honourable 
member as a serious mistake, yet I do not think it i 
worthy olf this serious attention being paid to it. 

Mr. GALE : I think that if there is any blame 
to be attached, i t  6hould be attached to the members 
of the Select Committee. I happen to be a member 
of that Committee and when we first met it was 
not possible to get the signature of one of the metn- 
bers of the Committee and that is the reason why 
the Report was held up. The junior member for St. 
Peter is quite within his rights to say that the Report 
should be circulated but I would say that that is a 
trivial matter and in the meantime the Hospital 
wanb the equipment and furniture to enable them 
to carry through their programme. I fail to see 
any reason why this matter should be held up to-day. 

Mr. MOTTLEY enters the House and takes his 
iseat. 

Dr. CUMMINS: As has been stated by my 
colleague, this is a storm in a tea-pot. Honourable 
members will remember that on last Tuesday it was 
specifically mentioned that if honourable members 
had no o jection this matter would be dealt with 
to-day. 2' onsequently, the junior member for St  
Michael who was Chairman of the Committee tried 
to expedite the matter so that it could be dealt with 
to-day. It is not a question of voting any fresh 
money. As has been pointed out, this money was 
voted last year-S5,063--and if honourable members 
had only taken the trouble, after it was pointed out 
last Tuesday that the matter would be dealt with 
today, to refer to the Message from the Covernor, 
dated 6th October, 1947, they could have studied it 
in the interim. At any rate, this Address is jubt 
to say "yea" or "nayy'-whether or not we agree 
that part of the S5,063 should be used for the pur- 
chase of furniture and equipment. I said in my 
opening remarb, the House thought that the whole 
amount was intended for the erection of the bailding. 
That has proved to be a mistake and in the mean- 
time the furnishing of the new Pay Ward "A" 
is being held up. There ia terrible congestion a t  the 
Hcspitd a t  the present moment. %ly last week I 
tried to get a bed in Pay Ward "A" for one uf my 

General Hcspital. It was not set out in the Message 3 an mfantile mentality when one asked certain ques- * 
how the money should be spent and i t  117as talc 11 

for granted that of all it would be spent on the con- 
struction of the building. Subsequently it was dis- 
covered that a mistake was made and that parL o! 
the money should be used in providing furniture and 
equipment for the Ward and Message NO. 30/194$ 
from the Governor is, in effect, to correct that error. 
1 beg, therefore, to move that the following Address, 
which embodies the terms of the Select Committee's 
Report, do now pass :- 

Thc Home ,of Assembly 

To  

His Excellency the Governor 

tions about it. I personally think that the Report 
should be circulated among honourable members so 
that the opportunity be given to point out that when 
one asks questions one's mentality is, after all, not 
so infantile. 

Mr. GARNER: I am going to support the 
junior member for St. Peter because on more than 
one it has been pointed out to ,.his honourable 
House that these matters come before us in a 

t 

hazard manner; that we have really no time to scru- '%h 
tinize them to. see what benefits are to be derived Y 
from them and are likely to make gross errors. It 
is true that this is only a reply to a Message from 
the Governor but if this reply js to correct an error 
tL:tt was made, we should have a chance to see the 
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patients and he had to be accommodated in Ward 2. 
That is happening every day simply because the 
reply to this Mwsage is being held up. The urgency 
is even greater in  view of the fa* that the Hospital 
is now being run  as a Government Department aud 
the officer in  charge is anxious to have this matter 
settled so that this new Pay Ward "A" can be fur- 
nished for  the convenience of patients who need 
hospitalisation. I am appealing to honourable mem- 
bers to pass this A d d r w  as  it ia only a, question of 
saying "yea" or "nay" and not one of voting fresh 
money. 

Mr. CRAWFCYRD enters the House .and takes his 
seat. 

Mr. RAMSAY: Mr. Speaker,-I crave your in- 
dulgence to  allow me to reply inasmuch as I made 
the motion for the postponement of the further con- 
sideration of the Report. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The honourable member can- 
not speak again. A motion has been made that  this 
Address embodying the terms of the Report do now 
pass. To that, a n  amendment has been moved that 
the further consideration of the Report be postponed. 
The question is that the words proposed to be deleted 
stand part of the motion. Honourable members in  
Zavour will please say "Aye"; those against will 
please say "NO". I think the "Ayes" have it. 

A division is called for. 
A y e s :  Dr. W,ILSON, Dr. CUMMINS, Messrs. SYM- 

MONDS, BRANCKER, SMITH, F. L.WALCOTT, COX, FM- 
TER, MAPP, LEWIS, TALMA, ADAMS, BLACKMAH, 
HAYNES, GALE, and WILKINSON. 

Noes : Messrs. RAMSAY, GARNER, DOWDING anci 
S. A. W ~ O T T .  

Messrs CRAWFOCD and MOTTLEY start to leave the 
House while the division is being taken. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The Honourable members 
will not be allowed to leave the House while the di- 
vision is being taken. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: We do not know what we are 
about to vote for. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I refrain from voting. 
Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable members 

in the House when a division is being taken have to 
vote. I can explain to the honourable members 
who are about to leave what the division is about. 
H& Excellency the Governor sent a Jfeesage to the 
House stating that a certain s u n  of money which has 
been voted for  the New Pay  "A" a t  the General 
Hospital should have included not only the erection 
of the buildinq but  also the p u r ~ h s i . ~  of furniture 
and equipment and. enquiring whether the Hous.? 
agrees 'that part  of the money should be used for 
the latter purpose. The question now before the 
House is whether the Report of the Select Committee 
which reported that i t  agrees that the money should 
be used for  both purposes should be accepted. 

Mr. RAMSAY: The Report not having been 
circulated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes ; the Report has not been 
circulated. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: NO. 
Xfi. ItIo~mm : Aye. 
xr. SPEAKER:  The question that the words 

proposed to be deleted stand part  of the motion has 
been resolved in the affirmative, seventeen honourable 
members voting "Aye" ant1 five voting "No". The 
question now is that this Address do now pass. Ran- 
ourabl, members in  favour will please say "Aye"; 
those against will please say "No". I think the 
"Ayes" have it. I will ask the senior member for 
Et. Thomas to be good enough to present the Address 
to His 'Excellencv the Governor. 

* Dr. CUMMINS : AS Your Honour pleases. 

PENSIONS (PENSIONhBLE OFFICES) 
ORDER. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order is to resume 
clehate on the passing of a Resolution to approve the 
Order entitled the Pensions (Pensionable Offices) 
Order, 1947, made by the Governor on the 3rd day 
of December, 1947, under; the provisions of section 2 
(1) (a)  of the Pensions Act, 1947 (1947-20). 

Before we proceed I want to draw attention to 
the fact that the Order Paper, in respect of this 
Order, is not in  order. The final paragraph refers 
tc. the meeting of the 20th January but what is stated 
therein does not apply to this Order at all;  it applies 
to Order No. 1 under Private Members' Business. 
When this matter was being debated,on the lmt, occa- 
sion, the honourable junior member for St. George 
was speaking when the i~iterruption took place. 

Mr. SYMMONDS : Mr. Speaker,-When this 
matter was debated on the last occasion, it was at the 
request of the senior member for Christ Church that  
it was postponed and I am wondering whether he cat1 
tell us, a t  this stage, whether certain 'people who are 
not mentioned in the schedule and who should have 
been included, had been inadvertently left out. This 
is a matter which affects persong in the humble walk 
of life and since, up  to this stage, no provision by 
statute1 has been made whereby persons who are ordi- 
narily characterized as casual labourers, because of 
the definition which has been put  upon the work of 
some of the very hard~vorlring employees in  the Pub- 
lic Service, who i n  many cases give this Government 

1 20 years-in some cases more than 20 years--of faith- 
ful  service, and who eventually have to go cap in 
hand depending upon the good graces and favoum of 
the Executive Committee to give them gratuitiw, 1 
am going to move that this Resolution, together with 

1 tlse Order, be referred to, a Select Committee i n  order 
that the entire matter may be gone into. Unless we 
get an assurance that the Government is going to 
make some adequate provision for those who have 

l been left out in this schedule and for the many other 
persons who are now classed as casual labourers but 
who are very hardworking government servants in 
reality, 1 for one will not be prepared to vote for 

l the passing of this Resolution and this Order. They 
are definitely based, perhaps not intentionally, on 
the principle of class legislation ; ther upper and mid- 
Clle classes are well represented and the needy poor 
among government servants are excluded. 

Mr. WILKINSON : Before the question is put, 
Sir, I would just like tc obtain some information 
from the honourable member who has introduced the 
rCesolution and the Order. I see a t  page 3 of the 
Order under Head, Medical, the offices, Chief Medical 
Officer, Sanitation Officer, and Airport Visiting 
Officer mentioned. I presume that the Airport Visit- 
ing Officer is a medical man. Well, I have visited 
Seawell Airport several times and I do not think 
that I have ever seen a medical man stationed there to 
inspect pmengers. I presume that a medical man is 
appointed in case of emergency but i t  does seem to me 
that if that is the muse for ~ u t t i n g  him in the list of 
pensionable offices then I think that that is going a 
little too far. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I think that under the Quar- 
antine Act. the .inspection a t  Seawell Airport is done 
by a sanitary ~nspector. 

Dr. CUMMINS : In connection with what the 
honourable member has said- 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have already spoken. 
The senior member for Christ Church who intro- 
duced the Resolution and the Order should reply. 

Nr. DOWDING: I would like to obtain a little 
more information on this matter. T understand that 
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the plumbers a t  the Waterworks are left out and this Order because they are in a different category; 4' that there are certain other public employees who they are deemed by the law to be public employees 
have been left out. I would, therefore, like to get and not public officers havving the connotation of beily 
some information as to why certain employees have public officers of the Government. Now comes along 
been left out, particularly those whom I have men- the 1947 Act which provides that  this Order Should 
tioned. 

Dr. WILSON: I beg to move that Your Hon- / 
our do now leave the Chair and the House go into 
Committee on this Resolution. 

Mr. SMITH: I beg to second that. 
Mr. ADAMS: I f  honourable members will pay 

me the compliment of listening to me I do not think 
any difficulty will arise in their minds as to the 
passing of this Resolution. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I will clear the atmosphere 
by putting the question that  I do now leave the 
Chair. 

Mr. ADAMS: l ~hou ld  like to speak on that 
motion because after I have spoken, the h~nourable 
members who moved and seconded it, may not want 
to press it. The position as regards pensions is thait 
people who receive salaries from the G w ~ r n m a t  
come under two cla~s*public ofticera and public 
employees. Public officers are on what we would 
call \the clerical staff of the Government and they 
come under the Pension Act of 1925 or any Acts 
amending same. The 1925 Act is like the 1947 Act 
and will be fresh in  the minds of all of us. It S& 

out who are public officers, how pensions are to be 
computed and so on. It starts off by stating, "For 
the purposes of this Act 'public officers' includes 
every person, lay or ecclesiastical, who receives $he 
salary or  allowance attached to his offlce from the 
Public Treasury and the ofleers of the Savings Bank 
or  any person employed in the Public Service under 
a n  agreemedt for a limited period." 

Then it go- on to show how people get grants, 
the conditions of the grants and states that they 
must be in  the service of the Crown for a period of 
not less -khan ten years-1 emphasize that for the 
benefit of the junior member for St. George-to be 
entitled to receive a pension. Then it tells how the 
salary is to be computed for pension purposes, 
h r i n ~  in the Chief Justice in respect of West Indian 
(hurt of Appeal fees, and shows how to compute 
the an~ount  of pension of persons who hold profes- 
sional and other special qualifications. 

I n  1937, +he Pnhlic Emplovees Pension Act m;~; 
passed and that made a distinction between niiblic 
~ f i c e r s  and n l lb l i~  emnlo~ees, as fa r  ay nensions ar. 
t-~*cerned. ,411 the nersons whom we are anxious to 

nllt on th- same foot in^ as thoae in the llDDer ant? 
middle classes come under the 1937 Act,-a very short 
Act which s t a t s  :-"In this Act 'public employee' 
~ ~ ~ e a n s  a Person who although not a member of t b  
CiviI Sfrvice is a wholetime nmployee of the Govern- 
ment of this island." 

Tn short, the 1937 Act puts all the Waterworks. 
emplo~e~ts  and people like them on the same foot in^ 
as public officers. as if they come undep the Pensiocl 
Act. 1925. I t  wee on :-"Every public emplovea 
mentioned in t h i ~  schrdule to this Act shall be eliqihle 
for an annual nension riccordincr to the terms and 
conditions relatinp to the  ranting of pensions to 
nnhlic officers nndcr the Pensions Act. 1925, and 
m d e r  the Act amending the same in so far as the 
nrooisions of that Act are applicable '' Then tho, 
schedule foI1om:-Artisans. Caretakers, Cleaners, 
Crew$ of Harbour Craft. Distrlct Foremen, Garden- 
em. Labotlrers, Lorry Drivers, Meter Inspectom. PO-t- 

Range Wardem, Scrubbm,  Turncocks, Watch- 
men : so that every single one of the morp ~ o o r l v  
~ ~ P ~ O F R S  of the Qovernment is covered bv  'he 1937 
Act. They could not Ijt\ included in the schedule to 

be made and this schedule is a repetition and an es- \ 

pansion of the schedule to the 1925 Act. The schrd- 
ule to the 1925 Act, as honourable members will see, 
is only a portion of a page of the Statute Book whiia 
it is fuller in the Ordl* before us io-day. Every 
wholetime employee of the Government as a public 
officer is included in thg schedule which we are nom 
discwing. Every employ~e, that is to say, every 

-% 
t 

person by the Government who is not a 
person within the meaning of the 1925 Act, is alreadjr 
covered except he is a casual employee because t h ~  
Act speaks of wholetime employees of the Govern- 
ment. Let me remind honourable members that * 
public, or a public officer cannot get a pension 
except he has ccen ten years continuously in the ( 3 0 ~ ~ -  
wnment Service, so that honourable members will 
appr~ciat- the faet that casual could not be 
included. A casual would have to be 
person who has worked for the Government for ten 

continuously, otherwise he would be put  in a 
Is 

better positiron than that in which public officers artw, 
so far  as pensions are concerned I suggest to hon- 
ourable rnembers-I cannot say i t  is the official view 

the Government aq a u7hole but  i t  is certainly m~; 
v;ew and th, view of my colleagues in this House 
,ho are members of the Executive Committee-that 
casual employees should be provided for in a special 
~ ~ t .  Instead of these employees having to approactr 
~e Government ew try now and again with cap in 
hand, as some honourable members say, asking for a 
gratuity or a pension, we could pass an Act making 
provision for the payment of pensions to casual em- 
ployees and part-time employees as well. For in- 
stance, the Solicitor General is not included in  the 
schedule to this Order because he is a part-time oflcer. 
Or I sugo-eqt that a certain sum of money should bs 
put in the Es'.imates every year from which the GOT-- 
ernor-in-~xecntive Committee could pay a pension 
to casual employees who come within certain prin9.i- 
pies laid down by the Legislature. For example, if 
a person works with a firm for 250 days in a year 
he is entitled to holiday with pay an& we can estah- 
li8h some principh-! in respect of casual emplovees 
who work for the Government for a t  least 200 d w  
in a year. TJnder the 1925 Act and the 1937 Act, a 
person has to be working for the Government ten years 
continuously in order to get a pension; he cannot 
leave the Government Service during thorn ten gears, 
go and work in Broad Street and then come back and 
work with the G-overnment to earn a pension; h ~ s  
employment with the Government must Be continuouv 
for ten years to entitle him to a pension. I hope the 
explanation has been clear. Tbe Government feels 
that casual employees who come out to work regularlg 
when there i, work should receive matuities when 
they are no Jonger able to work. In view of the re- 
marks which have been made by  the honourable mem- 
bers I intend to bring the point to the notice of the 
Executive Committee, so that  a BiIl may be sent domn 
to put  casual employees and  art-time emslov~es on 
a Droper footing as rwards pensions Pension h)- 
~ u i ~  Officers come within the catworv of nart-time 
oflcers and the question of dealing with  art-time 
officers, h fa r  as  pensions are concerned. is aivin~ 
th, CIZovernment, a hi t  of a besdacha. I will sav that 
their case is also b~iner concrifiered bv the Govern- 
ment. Tf there ia anv soint which 1 hnve not coverep, 
T hone honourabbd members will remind mr of 1'. 

'7- 
The only people who are not covered are ca-nal em- 
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ployees. I t  is the feelsing, unofficially a t  any rate, 
that any person who works for the Government 
should not be put in the position of having to come 
and beg when they can no longer work. The junior 
member for St. James has asked about the Airport 
Visiting Officer. He is put under the Head, hledi- 
cal, in the same way as the Matron is put under thc 
subhead, Lazaretto; he is norwally a civilian, a non- 
medial  man, who, if there is the necessity for a 
medical man, telephones for one immediately ; his office 
is bound up with the general question of quarantine 
regulations for the West Tndies-in fact for the World 
now Because of air travel. I can assure honourable 
memhers that the Government is well aware of all 
those who appear to be omissions but they will find 
that those omissions come within the categories I 
have mentioned and that special Acts should be 
passed to cover their case, inasmuch as the 1947 A:at 
deals with only ~h~oletime continuous offices. 

The aumtion that the Resolution do now oass is 

Mr. LETtTiS : Mr. Chairman,-l am extremely 
sorry that the Governmeiit did not see its way 'Is 
accede to the wish of the members of the House. 'I'ht 
gentleman is not entitled to either a gratuity or a 
pension and I do not know that there is any agrez- 
nicnt that he should retire at the age of 65 years. I 
may say that the fact of his having been allowed to 
go 011 working for 4 years longer enabled him to draw 
the full salary instead of a gratuity or a pension but 
still, Sir, W? are not actually paying him a pension 
and we can give him a gratuity for his nilrnber of 
years' service including the 4 extra years. I repeat 
that I am sorry that the Government qid not see ita 
way to view the matter in that light and grant this 
wntleman a month's salary for every y -a r  of service 
that he completed 

'The question that this Resolution do now p a s  
is put and resolved in the affirmative without d v i s i o ~ .  

,REFUNI) OF CUSTOMS DUTY TO D. M.  SIMPSON & CO. 

put and &solved in the affirmative without dkision I Mr. BIIACKIIIAN: The nea. Resolution is for 

SELECT COMMITEE'S REPORT Re EMIGRA- 
TION TO SURINAM. 1 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands in the 
name of the honourable senior member !for St. Jod- 
eph,-To move the consideration of the Report of 
the Select Committee r e  Emigration to Surinam. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I am going to as11 
for leave to move the suspension of Rule 60 becau~e 
the Select Committee met earlier to-day, and hopes 
to submit its Report later in the day. It iq also 
hoped that in view of the urgency of the matter 
We shall be able to deal with the Report today. 
On the other hand, if honourable members feel that 
the &port should be printed and circulated, then 
it will be dealt with a t  a subsequent meeting. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the &port should 
be printed and circulated and I shall give instruc- 
tiom to h.ave that done. 

Mr. ADAMS : I n  view of Your Honour's ruling 
I ask that this Order, No. 3, be postponed. 

There being no objection, Order No. 3 is post- 
poned. T 

COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order is to resume 
Committee of Supply to consider the grant of sums 
of money for the service of the Colony. 

Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the House re- 
sumes Committee of Supply, Mr. RAMBAY being in t'w 
Chair. 
~~c1b.m~ THE SERVICES OF A FIR;E BRIQADE OFFICER. 

Dr. C u ~ m ~ s  asks for and is granted leave to 
postpone the further consideration of the Resolution 
for £3,740 to meet the cost of engaging on contract 
for a phiod of two years a Fire Brigad$ Oficer 

Mr. ADAMS: The next Resolution is for the 
stlm of £66 13. 4 as an ex gmtk grant to James 
Goring, formerly employed as a porter at Queen's 
College, in consideration of his 8 years' service at 
the Collebe. This Resolution, Sir, has been recon- 
sidered by the Executive Committee but it is felt 
that the principle has already been establishril, 
namely, that gratuities should be paid on the basis 
of ono month's salary for each completed year of 
servica at the r ~ t i r i n p  age of 65 years, and, therefore, 
the Executive Committee does not see flt to debart 
from that princfplp. Conseauentlg. I am asking hon- 
ourable members to pass this Resolution a5 it is. 

the sum of &189. 14. 10 as a refund to Mwsrs D. 3%. 
Siinpson & Co., of the C'ustoms import duty and 
package tax paid on a hand sprayer and tools and on 
a diesel road roller, tools and equipment imporked for 
th- Commissioners of Highways for St. Peter. It 
is customary lfor the Government to refund CusIoms 
dn:y and package tax in cases of this sort and I 
beg to move that this Raolution do now pass. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to ~econd that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Before the question is pu, I havc 

a l~t t le  inforn~a~ion which I want to pass on to the 
inembers of the Government and perhaps, too, mem- 
bers of Highways Boards that are present. It is this. 
I understand that in some of these parish~s, road 
rollers are imported which are much too heavy for 
the work to be done, with the resul4 that instead of 
the surface of a road being compact, :he rtones are 
crushed to powder, the roads have to be continually 
repaired and the money is wasted. I understand 
that that is a fact. I understand that in the parish 
of St. Gcorge the Highways Commissioners have a 
roller which may have produced that ill effect. 
I wonder whether that is not the reason why the 
senior member for St. George is asking every meet- 
ing that the roads be repaired. I understand that 
what I have s'ated has happened or is likely to 
happen and I ask the Highways Commissioners of 
the various parishes to be careful in a matter of 
this sort. This is no fun makinq on my part and I 
am passing on the information to the Government 
and those who have to do with the importation of these 
toad rollers. 

Mr. GARNEIt: I do not want to prolong this 
debate unnecessarily but as  I happen to be a Com- 
missioner of Highways of the parish of St. Philip 
I do not think i t  is fair to the Commissioners that 
we should be attacked by members of this House aq 

thongh we, are nonentities. The Commi.asionhs of 
Highways are advised by engineers as to the type 
c# road rollers which they should import and there is 
no truth in what the honourable member has just 
eaid. I n  fact, if a roller is too heavy, the Commis- 
sioners will be able to omstmct a better road became 
i t  would cause the bmldem to sink into the earth 
far  better and make the road so substantial that, the 
stone3 would not be washed away; so that there is no 
sense in what $he honourable member has said. 1 
do not know that the Cammiasianm can change the 
engineers who advise them. They have some of the 
best engineers in the island who adrise them. Hon- 

1 ourable members who know everything may wish to 
advise the Commissioners but until they can qualify 
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the Commissioners will rely on the advice of persons 
who have sat: their examinations and are fit to per- 
form these duties. 

Mr. DOWDINQ: Mr. Chairman,--I do not 
think that statements such as the one made by the 
junior member for the City should be allowed to go 
unchallenged. 11: is not righl for him to come here 
and suggest that the parish of S:. George has a heap- 
roller when the fact is that that paxish has a light 
roller. The honourable member spoke like an irre- 
sponsible person and I do not think that he shouid 
be so gullible as to have allowrld information of that 
sort to have gone down his throat and then come out 
af his mouth without being able to subslantiate it. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman,-I will promise 
the honourable member some further information 011 

the point. As regards the remarks of the junior 
member for St. Philip are concerned, he did not have 
to tell us who the engineers are because they are 
mentioned in the Resolution and if you ask Messrs 
D. M. Simpson & Co., whether they are Road Engin- 
eers they will tell you that they are not. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
is put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE, TO MEET THE COST OF ENQUIRP 
INTO THE ORGANISATION OF THE POLICE FORCE. 

Dr. CUMMINS: The next Resolution, Sir, is 
for the sum of $71 to supplement Resolution NO. 77 
of the 16th October, 1945, to meet the cost of zarry- 
ing  out an enquiry into the orgallization, dhipiine. 
and conditions of service of the Barbados Police 
Force. \ 

Honourable members will remember that in 1945 
the sum of £625 was voted to bring Superinteildellt 
Calver here to make an investigation into the condi- 
tions of service of the Police Force and this £71 is 
to complete the cost of that enquiry. Paragraph 3 
of the addendum sets out clearly m-hy this money is 
needed. The Governmen: of Trinidad, on behalf of 
this Government, paid 532. 13s. 4d. to take Superin- 
tendent Calver back to the United Kingdom via 
Baltimore and the Government of' Jamaica haq to 
refund £27. 10. 2 of that amount. There is now in 
hand a balance of £l1 and this £71 is the difference 
required. I beg to move that this Resolution dc. 
now pass. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Reqolution do nox pass 

is put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Nr .  

TALSIA, the Chairman reports the passing of three 
Reisolutions and the postponement of one i r ~  Csomr~~it- 
tee of Supply and asks leave to sit again. 

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr. 
ADAMS, seconded by Mr. TALMA in each case, the 
'three R.esolutions which are passed in Committee of 
Supply are read a first and a second time and are 
agreed to. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE TRAVELLING ALLOWAX'CE 

(AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS. 
.) 

Mr. SPEA-R: The next Order stands in the 
name of the honourable senior member for Christ 
Church,-To move the pslsising of a Resolution :to 
approve the Regulations entitled the Travelling 
Allowance (Amendment) Regulations, 1947, made by 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee on the 29th 
day of November, 1947, under the provisions of sectiolz 
3 of the Travelling Allowance Act, 1932 (1932-5). 

Mr. TALMA : Mr. Speaker,-These regulations 
result from a certain amount of hardship which is 
being experienced by the majority of o%car,q who 

rtceive travelling allowanw 1n the Gov~nlnlent Ser- 
vice. Certain representations wtze mad? io the 
Governor-in-Nxecufive Committee and to the Heads 
of the Departments concerned and :,he Whitley Couil- 
c11 went into the matter in  great detail xi,h the n:d 
of an expert on matters of this sort who is well 
known to all of us. I refer to the Hon. H. A. Cuke. 
The travelling allowance to officers being paid on a 2  
annual basis lnstead of a monthly basis, as is set out 
m these regulations, less travelling is done In the 
course of a year, wich the result that the work of the 
various Departments suffers because an officer woulri 
not place himself in the position of being out of 
pocket a t  the end of h e  year, as far  as  his expenses 
for iravelling are concerned. So the whole object of 
these regulations is to avoid hardship by putting th' 
officers' travelling allowance on a better footing. The 
regulations set out that for the first 200 miles each 
month the rate shall be 1Od. per mile; for an addi- 
tional 150 miles each month, 3d. per mile, and for 
any mileage over 350 miles each month, 24d. per mile. 
That is so f a r  as travelling by moior cars is 
concerned. With respect to travel by moior cycles, 
the rates are to be: 6d. per mile for the first 200 
miles each month, 2d. per mile for  an addib'ional 
150 milw each month, and IJd. per mile for an3 
mileage over 350 miles mch month. The average 
mileage which an  officer is expected to travel 

l&ach month is 350 miles and that will hardly be 
1 exceeded, except perhaps in  the case of officers of 

the Police Department. This matter, as I have said, 
has received the attention of the Whitley Counci 
vhich looks after  he affairs of members of the Gov- 

I ernment Service and when they, along with Mr. 
Cuke, have reported along t h b e  lines, no honourable 
member can hard'y be  found to raise any strenuous 
objection to these regulations. I beg to move that 
this Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. WIIrKINSON: Mr. Speaker,-This is a 

Resolution about which some honourable members 
want a little more information and I beg to move that 
Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the Housc. 
go into committee on this Resolution. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I want t o  second that motion 
'because doubtless there are some points which can 
be more easily discussed in Committee. 

, Mr. RAMSAY: Before you put  the qnei;tic~~. 
Sir, inasmuch as I shall be in  the Chair if the moiion 
of the junior member for St. James is agreed to T 
want to be able to discuss this matter from a brood 
angle. I t  seems to me p~lculiar; i t  does not appear to  
me as if the rates for motor cycles are in  correlation to 
the rates for motor cars. Most of us know the value 
of a motor cycle as compared with the value of a 
motor car and whereas a motor car can hardll- 
travel more than thirty miles to a gallon of petrol a 
motor cycle can travel as many as 60 miles to the 
gallon. Row then could they fix the rate for a motor 
cpcle a t  3c. per mile and the rate for a motor car 
at 5c. per milt.? These rates do not appear to me 
to correlate; they are. in my opinion, out of propor- 
tion. For the first 200 mile? which are travelled yon 
propose to give the owner of a motor cycle 1212. per 
mile and the owner of a motor car 2012. per mile. I am 
not saying that t h ~  owner of the motor cycle will be  
getting too much but to me, the rafiek seem to be 01:: 

of proportion. As regards the Whitlev Council, their 
decisions should not be reqarded as standards for  
this Rouse to rbs guided by. This Douse has its own 
hralins and I counsel honourable members to go very 
carefullv into thto~e races. Thp gan between the 
rates for motor cars and the rates for  motor cycles 

I i s  too wide. When it is considered that some motor 
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cars cost $2,000 or more it seems to  me that th; 
rates for m o ~ o r  cars shou!d be twice as  much as th- 
rates for  motor cycles. 

The question that &h. SP- do now leave 
the Chair and the House go into Committee on t i ~ l z  
Resolution is put  and resolved in the af5r rna . l~~ 
without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the House 
goes into committee on the Resolution, Mr. R A ~ s ~ y  
being in the Chair. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chair-an,-You, Sir, 
said quite a lot of what I intended to say. I wondel, 
Sir, if those who are  responsible for putting for- 
ward these rates thought in  terms of the horse-go*,.. 
of motor a r s !  A flat rate is fixed for motor cars. 
WeU, i t  must be a n  understood fact that here in this 
community there are American and English cars Khich 
give tea, eight, seven, and five miles to a gallon of pet- 
rol and, therefore, greater consideration should b j  
given to the owners of motor cars. I go furtlic' 
regulations provide for the cost per mile of trans- 
portation and if I am to be told later on that con- 
sideraion is givt~b merely to big cars I should like 
to slate that everybody must know by now that 
o d n g  to the dollar the cars we a* gettI1lg 
here are English cars. No lice- are granted for 
the importation of American cars of high horse- 
power which give less mileage to the gallon. I do  
not know on what (basis they arrived a t  these rates. 
Again, the~nq a s  in this country no cars of R standard 
make which used by Government Officers for trav- 
elliing; they may use m y  type of car, from a ''Bab:~ 
Austin9' to a LcPaCkard,'7 and one would have thouplit 
that  there would be some diflerence in the rates 
per mile for cars of a small horse-power and cars of 
a big horsepower Then again, Sir, there is the 
point which you raised by about the diff'mnce in 
mileage done bp a motor car and a motor cycle. A 
motor cycle may travel 80 miles on a gallon of petrol 
and its owner will rweive allowance at the rate of 
3c. per mile, while the owner of motor car which 
travels 10 miles on a gallon of petrol will receive 
ajUowance a t  the rate of only 5 cents per mile. I 
fail to see the equity i n  this and I am sure that there 
are honourable members who fail to see it also. I 
would hate to have the passing of this Resolution 
delayed because there is a number of Govelmment 
officers waiting to  have the present rates regulated 
but even the honourable mover of the Resolution is 
bound to agree that this matter is deserving of more 

- consideration. I understand that in  the sister colony 
of Trinidad arrangements have b'een made for some 
time now for the advancing of money to public 
officers who must travel to enable them to purchase 
motor cars. I am wondering whether the mover of 
this Resolution can tell us what steps, if any, have 
been taken to put  such a scheme into effect locally, 
actually to see to i t  that officers who must travel are 
not put at a disadvantage by having to purehasp. 
worn-out cars and who, i n  many instances, cannot 
pet t& type of car which must be used in a particular 
t ~ p e  of work. What I would like to point out is 
that with no standard type of car ;being used, the 
rates should not be fixed as they are in these regula- 
tions and I think the mover of this Resolution wouic 
bp we11 advised to have it postponed for further con- 
sideration. 

Mr. BRANCKER: What strikes me abo11t these 
remlations for motor cars is the bier difference 
between) the rate Der mile for the fimt 200 miles each 
month, namelv, 10d. and the rate Der mile for  an 
additional 150 miles each month. namelv. 3d. Thi.: 
di*renCn in the rat&. reallv #erns to be intended 
to disconrage officers &m travelling those extra l50 

miles each month. Those officers who have to travel 
very seldom and who do not travel more than 100 miles 
each month will be guaranteed their $40 per month 
but subordinates like the overseers of the Highways 
and Transport Department who have to travel several 
hundred miles will be paid at a low rate for  the 
ticiditioilal mileage they have travelled after the first 
200 miles each month. Either one is too much or 
the other is too little. If 10d. is adequate for the first 
200 miles, then 3d. per mile is inadequate for the 
additional 150 miles each month. As to the point 
about the inadequacy of the rates for  mo:or cars 
when compared with the r a b s  for motor cycles I 
heartily join the chorus of objection to the  difference 
between 3d. per mile for  an additional 150 miles leach 
month for motor cars and 2d; per m i b  for an addi- 
tional 150 miles each month for motor Cycles. Thiit 
di@erence of Id. Per mile between the rates for a n  
~ddit ional  150 miles travelled each month by motor 
ears and motor cycles respectively is another example 
to show that the rat- for motor cars are too small. 
Before people can purchase petrol to travel, they 
have to have vehicles and the upkeep of a vehicle is 

important as the travelling 'h be done. Officers 
who can afford to purchase "Chryslers" and "Pack- 
ards" c m  keep them out of their salaries bu t  the 
officers in the lower grades who have to buy second- 
hand, jaded-out little English cars - they cannct 

to purcllase n e m  ones-have to keep them 
going out of their travdling allowance--not out I£ 
their salaries-and this rate of 23d. per mile is really 
too low when compared with the rate of l4d. per mile 
for motor cycles. I n  my submission, the discrepancy 
is too great Of course, these regulations, I gather, 
came into force on a certain day after they wel-3 
made' by the Governor-in-Executive Committee. I f  
We Pass them as they stand, they will Clearly work a 

on a certain type of 0ffiCers. Perhaps the 
points which have been raised in thir, Bousc to-day 
never struck the persons responsible for the framing 
of these reg~ilations but  now that they have been 
brought to their notice I suggest that they ~ i v e  
'further consideration to  these regulations in  tbd light 
of the discussion on those points. 

Nr .  LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,- I understand 
that expert advice has been obtained i n  this matter 
and that these rates are based on the depreciation, of 
a car valued a t  £400 original cost, and giving a u  
average of twenty miles to the gallon. That  is how 
they have been somewhat worked out and they are sup- 
posed to represent what is fair and just. So f a r  as I 
have been able to discover, there are no motor cycles to 
which this travelling allowance applies bu t  the rats 
for motor cycles are included, in case there may be 
officers who travel on motor cycles. Now, Mr. Chair- 
man, I halle a little objection to make-perhaps I 
should have made i t  in the House---and it is this. I 
do not approve of the departure from the method of 
attaching regulations to Resolutions. I believe that  
the practice in the past has been an  excellent one 
and should be followed now and in  the future. I f  
you look a t  this piece of paper me have before us yon 
will sep nothing on it to show when these regulations 
were laid on the table of the House. Tbd addendum 
to the Resolution states that these regulations have 
b'b'een laid on the tables of both Houses of the Legis- 
lature. When? All regulations--dairy regulations, 
viorkmenrs compensation regulations-are usually at- 
tached to the particular R.e-olution that we pass ap- 
proving of them and I sincerely hope that that  
nrachice will be follomd in  the future. I do not. 
like the idea of seDarating the Resolution from the 
r e ~ u l a t i o a ~  and I hope that it is going to be remedied 
in future. 
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Mr. CRAWFORD: I want a little information. 
I understand that the Civil Service Association has 
'been for  some time considering a scheme under which 
the Government would advance the capital cost of 
motor vehicles to members of the Service who do 
travelling. Quite a few officials who would benefit 
nnd-~r the scheme and who f h d  themselves compe l ed  
in recent days to buy new vehicles at the present hign 
cost have involved themselves, hoping that in the 
near future this scheme would have been pu t  into 
operation and I was hoping, when I first heard travel- 
ling allowance referred to on the day when this 
Resolution and these regulations were introduced, to 
hear that the Government had in mind implementing 
this scheme a t  the same time. I repeat that thera 
is a number of officers waiting on i t  and that some 
have actually involved themselves by borrowing 
money on a short-term basis, hoping that this scheme 
would, be put into operation in the very near future. 
I can see no reason why there has been such delay I;! 

putting it into operation and I shall be very glad to 
hear that the Government proposes to take the neces- 
sary steps to implement i t  a t  the earliest possible 
opportunity. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I have calculated some 
figures in respect of the rates for motor cars and they 
appear to me to be fairly reasonable, especially when 
$1, is taken into coilsideration that depreciation is a 
fairly heavy item. But  as regards the rates for 
motor cycles the comparison, as  you yourself hax-3 
stated, Mr. Chairman, is ridiculous. As a matter of 
fact, I do not think that any motor cydes are used 
b-y officers in the Public Service, except officers of the 
Police Department and, as I have said, when you 
comjpare the proposed rates for  motor cycles wi:h 
those for motor cars, the comparison is ridiculon::. 
Personally I dislike motor cycles very much even when 
I was a young man and I would like to discourage 
the use of them. I suggest that we delete the reguiz- 
tions relating to motor cycles or if i t  can be doai! 
I shall move an amendmlent for the reduction of tho 
rates for motor cycles. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I am told that the honour- 
able member cannot amend the rates What the 
honourable member can do is to vote against the 
Regulations. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: There is something in 
these regulations that is causing a lot of trouble and 
confusion. I understand that in actual practice there 
are no public officers who use motor cycles for 
travelling except in the Police Department and these 
regulations do not cover them because the motor 
cycle< are the property of the Government which pays 
all expenses in connection with them. If motor 
cycles were not included in these regulations, there 
would be no comparison between them and motor 
cars and this debate would have been concludr.! 
sometime ago. I should like to take this opportunii)- 
of saying something similar to what the senior mem- 
ber for St. Philip has said 1 should like the 
Government to give attention to the question OF 
aqsisting public officers, who are called u p n  to 
purchase motor vehicles for travel in connection 
with their work, in  purchasing those vehicles. 
Barbados is a small island and we know one another 
quite well. I do not like the situation i n  which 
you have public officers compromising their positions 
with private persons in  business. A public officer 
who cannot purchase .a motor car has to c.0 and get 
credit from one of the dealers in Bridgetown and 
having to do that. he must aompromise his position 
with some dealer in some respect or other. I do not 
feel that government officers shopld be ~ l a c ~ i l  ill 

that invidious position and I ask the Government to 
pay attention to the question of assisting its officers 
in purchming motor vehicles. I know that  there 
are public officers who would not; require any assist- 
ance from the Government in thia respect becausc 
their salaries would enable them to put  by savings 
to buy a car but there are officers i n  the lower g r a m  
who have to travel and I would not like them to  
have to compromise their positions with dealers by 
having to ask for credit. That is an aspect that 1s 
more or less complementary to these regulations. I do 
not know why the government has included motor 
cycles in these regulations if they really do not 
exist; it has  caused a prolongation of this debate. 

Mr. ADAMS : I have no intention to trespass on 
the honourable senior member for Christ Church who 
has all the facts a t  his finger-tips and I am addressing 
my remarks more especially to the junior member 
for St. James. The regulations which are now in 
existence were agreed to in  1941 as the result of a 
recommendation by  a Commit.tlcb comprised of tne 
junior member for St. James, the Honourable G. D. L. 
Pile and the then Attorney Ceneral and their rec- 
ommendation was: 5d. per mile for the first 2,000 
miles per annum for motor cars and 3d. per mile for 
motor cycles. What the Executive Committee has 
done is merely to double both of those rates. The 
junior member for S t  James, perhaps, can explain 
why motor cycles were included. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I am afraid that I cannot 
remember why that was done but this is a n  entirely 
different principle. In those days, tbe Committee re- 
commended rates which should be paid for  the first 
2,000 miles travelled per annum; in this case it is a 
question of paying for the first 200 miles travelled per 
month, a matter of 2,400 miles per annum, and I 
can well see the point in respect of motor cars. I do 
not think that motor cycles were used by  any publiz 
officers for travel in 1941 and I doubt whether they 
are being used to-day. But still that is not t h l  
point. They may be used but the rates i n  respect of 
them are, in my opinion, too high. I am not disput- 
ing the regulations in respect of motor cars and I 
understand you, Mr Chairman, to say that we can- 
not amend these regulations; that the only alterna- 
tive is either to postpone or reject them. I am sure 
that nobody wishes to reject the regulations relating 
to motor cars and I, therefore, beg to move that thz 
further consideration of this Resolution and these 
regulation., bp postponed, SO that the recrulations 
pan be referred back to the E ~ ~ c i i t i v ~  Committee. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I  be^ to second that motion. 
Mr. TALMA; Mr. Chairman,-It is very re- 

grettable that the honourable member who moved the  
postponement of thiq Resolution did not think it fit to 
allow me to reply before he made his motion. As f ~ r  
as the point which was raised by  the senior meo.brlr 
for the City and supported by the senior member f o ~  
St Philix, and the senior member for  St. Petel* is 
concerned I shall allay their fears by  telling them that 
the Government has adopted the policy of helping 
officers to purchase small cars which cost £350 01. 

therea6ont,s. Thn Whitlev Council has always insist- 
ed on the of large cars- "Chevrolets", 
"Studebakers"-but owing to his small salary 
it would not be possible for the average government 
employee to purchase other than a small English 
car. Now as regards the point raised by  the j u n i o ~  
member for St. James in respect of motor cycles. 
the honourabl, member was a member of a Commfttee 
that was appointed years a m  to go into this matter and 
that Committee recommended that the rate for  motor 
cycles shonld be 3d per mile for the first 2.000 miles 
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per annum. .The Executive Committee has merely 
doubled that rate for the first 200 miles per month, 
so as to put an officer who travels on a motor cycle on 
a better footing, as f a r  as  travelling allowance is 
concerned. To me, the proportion seems reasonable. 
I n  any case, there are not many motor cyclists, ex- 
cept the speed cops of the Police Department. The 
officers who travel are divided into three groups and 
.the increased expenditure, as a result of these n f w  
rates, will be about 52,500, so that the rates do not 
seem to be unreasonable. 

At this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SPEAKER resumes the 
Chair and adjourns t h ~  House until 2.45 p.m. in 
accordance with Rule 40 (a) .  

SUSPENSION O F  RULE 61 (A)  

On re-assembling, 
Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-I ask leave to 

move the suspension of Rule 61 (a) in order to resume. 
Government Business. The honourable member who 
is in charge of the Order with which we were dealing 
before the luncheon adjournment is postponing the 
consideration of that Order and the honourable 
senior member for St. Thomas is going to proceed 
with Order No. 20 as the next Order of the Day if 
leave is granted to move the suspension of the ~ u l e r .  
This Bill is somewhat urgent and I had hoped to 
finish i t  last week. I will not proceed with any 
further Government Business after that. 

M ~ .  GARNER: I object. ~h~~~ are many 
matters standing in my name for considera,tion and 
I would like to get them finished. 

llr. SPEAKER : Objection having been taken, 
I shall have to put the question. The question is 
that leave be granted the honourable member to move 
the suspension of Rule 61 (a).  Honouratle members 
in  favour of that will please say "Aye", those 
against please say I think the 
have it. 

A division was t s b n  as follows :- 
Awes : Dr. CUMNINS, Messrs. SMITH. F. L. W& 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 60 be now 
suspended. 

Mr. TALMA seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

POLICE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. SPEBICElZ,: The next Order of the Day 
themfore stands in the name of the honourable 
senior member for St. Thornas:-Second reading of a 
Bill to amend the Police Act, 1908 (1908-2). 

Dr. CUMMINS : As the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph has pointed out, this Bill seeks to 
empower the Commissioner of Police to appoint more 
policemen so that they can render service where the 
loading and unloading of goods around the harbour is 
concerned. As the honourable member has also point- 
ed out, complaints have been made, whether they are 
justifiable or not I am not in a position to say, by the 
mercantile community as to the pilfering of goods on 
the Wharf and those complaints have been increas- 
ing. For some time now the mercantile community 
have been seeking authority to employ special police- 
men to perform duties in this direction and i t  has 
been pointed out that that cannot be done because 
't would be creating a special Police Force. It has 
tflwefore been thought advisable to amend the Police 
Act in order to give effect to the requests of the mer- 
cantile community. There is a similar body of police- 
meh called the London Shipping Police for the puy- 
pose of ~c r fo rming  functions similar to those w h i h  

proposed to be performed in this Bill. The local 
Shipping Authority which is known as the Shipping 
and Mercantile Association of Barbados is prepared 
t~ Pay for the senrices of these policemen and the 
k'oney paid by the Association will be paid into the 
Trea"r~; that the  hod^ of policemen to 
be appointed will not be considered as a special 
I'nlice Force but a part of the Barbados Police 
F.eree. 1 beg to move that this  ill be new read a 
second time. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
COTT, COX, FOSTER, ~ T A P P ,  TALMA, ADAMS, BLACKMAS, 
HAYNES, ~ O W D I N ~ ,  GALE, S. A. W A L C ~  and WTL- 
KINSON-14. 

Noes : Messrs. BRANCKER, CRAWFORD and GARNE~ 
-3. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been de 
cided in the affirmative, fourteen honourable men- 
hers voting "Aye" and three honourable members 
voting "No". The honourable member may there- 
fore make the motion. 

Rfr. ADAMS : I n  making the motion I would 
just like to say that  under the Bill with which i 
propose now to deal, the Government is giving per- 
rl~isision to the Commissioner of Police to add to the 
'Force a number of Police Constables who will be use3 
purely as watchmen in connection with shipping. 
Several complaints have been made by shipping in- 
tensts  as to theft of eoods on the Wharf and the Gov- 
e r n m ~ n t  has civen its word to the mercantile com- 
mulnity that it will endeavour to get these policemen 
early. ' we are therefore asking that this Bill be 
passed today and we will not proceed with any fur- 
ther Government Business. I beg to move that Rule 
61 (a)  be now suspended. 

Mr. TALMA seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

STTSPENSION O F  RULE 60. 

Mr. ADAMS : I ask leave to move the suspension 
of Rule 60 in order to take Order No. 20 out of its 
piace. 

~h~~~ h i n g  no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

Mr. COX: Before the question is put. I would 
like to say that I am in  agreement with this Bill b'a- 
cause I feel that the greatest measure of protection 
should be given to an industry such as has been 
referred to more especially when so many of the 
working-class people deal with it and when so many 
people's reputation is at stake; but  I am supporting 
the Bill in the hope, that the Government is not PR- 
pared to increase the number of ~olicemen at  present. 
I think that Superintendent Calver recommended- 
and I know many people including policemen are in 
favour of it-a reduction of the staff by 156. I f  the 
Government is prepared to carry on with the present 
staff and use supernumeraries to do this tvpe of 
work I am in wholehearted agreement with the 
proposal. I am hoping therefore that this Bill will 
not cause anv increase in the staff of our Police 
Force. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I am supporting this Bill. 
As the honourable member who introduced it has 
already explained, it is needed. Barbados has lost 
its good reputation for the transhipment of carga 
for ,any reasons as honourable members are no 
doubt aware. One of those reasons, I am told, is 
the extraordinary amount of theft which goes on 
auring the transhipment of cargo left here for only 
a few days, and we have already lost one important 
shipping line for that class of business Anything 
that can be done to encourage of 
from here means a lot to the  island especially where 
labour is concerned, and therefore I have much 
pleasure in supporting this Bill. 
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AIr. ADABIS: I think I ought to say a little 
on the second reading of this Bill. The loss to which 
the hollourable junior member for St. James has 
referred cannot be attributed to the fact that it i b  

said that there is a great deal of pilferage i n  thin 
harbour. I have no conlparative 6gures to show 
whether pilferage in this harbour is any greater thaq 
aiiy other part of the UTest Indies let alone larga 
seaport towns like Cardiff, Plymouth or Liverpoo!; 
but it would seem remarkable that Barbadians who 
have no reputation fcr  being wholesale thieves should 
on the waterfront be of a different nature from their 
brothers in different occupations. It is indeed rz -  
markable how similar are accusations brought against 
this and that body of ~vorkers or of poor people in 
every part of the world. As soon as a Housing 
c;cheme is suggested in Canada, in East End liondoll 
or ill Bridgetown people hold up  their hands and 
say that it is of no use giving this class of persons 
decent housing because they will soon convert the 
bath-room into a toilet and so on. The accusation 
about pilferage in our harbour leaves me cold as ta 
whether it is aiiy worse than any~vl~ere else. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think what you have said 
is quite sufficient i11 answer to the honourable junior 
lcernber for St. Janles; but really it has nothing to d:> 
with the Bill. 

Mr. ADAMS: Except that i t  has beell s i~g-  
~ e s t e d  that the pilferage is so great that these 
policemen should be appointed. I want to make my 
position clear both in respect of my association with 
a trade union, the waterfront division of which I 
think contains 9970 of workers on the watmfront 
and  as Leader of the House. I do not want i t  to be 
thought that  this Government is guilty of either of 
two things; firstly, that  it is going along with the 
opposers to trade unionisn~, opposers to the working- 
clas., movement, and is now branding workers as such 
thieves that more policemen are needed; and secondly 
that  b e c a m  you w e  associated with a trade union 
you do not want to give a substantial body olf the 
community this protection although the Act provides 
for it. I suggest that  the Workers' Union is guilty 
a f  neither of these accusations. We have an  arrange- 
ment whereby whatever case of pilferage is reported 
to  us it is investigated by us whether it goes to  the 
Law Cburts or not, and anyone who is found guilty 
Ij, punished very often more substantially in the 
loss'of work than in the ease of a fine imposed by 
a Police Magistrate. Neither the Goveniment no1 
the  trade union movement is doing a n y t h i q  to e a  
courage pilferage and it is not admitted that pilfer- 
age here is worse than anywhere else in the Wcst 
Indies. One of the reasons which caused one steam- 
ship agency to transfer its transhipment business to 
'Trinidad from Barbados is because of the activities 
of the trade union in getting higher wages for water- 
front workers. 

Mr. SPEAEER:  Again that  has nothing to 
d o  with this Bill. 

Mr. ADAMS: Purely on the general principle 
%hat it is claimed that the whole cause of the Bill is 
something which h-= been advanced by the wercan- 
tile and Shipping b o e i a t i o n  and they claim that 
a s  the ground for taking advantage of this section 
of the Police Act. My reply to them is that we will 
meet them halfway and give them the same right ar 
the Agricultural Society have to  employ policemen 
wlleil they are holding their annual Industrial Exhibi- 
tion, the right which people have i11 other parts of the 
world to employ supernumflraries of the Police Force, 
without pleading guilty that  Barbados is a black 

Mr. LEWIS : I am naturally very chary about 
voting &or a Bill which, on the £am of it, appear> 
to be making provision for a permanent increase 
in  the numbers elf the Police Foroq We have just 
spent a considerable sum of money, which we havr; 
had to augment by a vote only foday, to have an 
enquiry made into the administration and otherwise 
of the Police Force; and we g d  it from the mpert  
that the numbem of the Police Force i n  Barbados 
are large and perhaps larger than they are in 
many parts of the world. I t  therefore appears to 
me that something is wrong as to the distribution 
of the persoma of the Force. It is a well-known 
fact that we have been talking a h u t  one-way traffic 
and regulating the traffic in Bridgetown for some 
considerable time but  nothing has been done aboqt 
it. I understand that if that m a t e  were dealt with, 
that would relkve a number of men who are already 
in the Force for any special duties such as them 
of which we have heard to-day. I think that this 
matter should have been dealt with long before any 
suggestion is made to inereas, the numbers in the 
FoPee. What we are doing now might look as if 
we are giving a few more men some employment. I f  
we go on increasing the number of policemen we will 
have more men employed and they will have to get 
less money a t  some time in the future when perhaps 
retrenchment is necessary. I hope that that will 
never take plarae, but  I am very shary about voting 
%r this Bill before we have done our best t o  con9eIve 
the energies of the Police, so to speak, and te shift 
them from one kind of service to mother. What w? 
have heard as to the necessity for  supervision in the 
harbour might m a n  that t k  number of Harbour 
Policemen should be increased; but it appears that 
we are now going to have a special set of land police- 
men as a secret service or  some sort of gestapo. I 
repeat that I an1 very chary about voting for this Bill. 
As regards the argument that there is a lot of pilfer- 
ing taking place on the waterfront and that cargo will 
not be transhipped from here, it was said that that 
was because we did not have a deep water harbour; 
now the people who were opposed to the constructiorl 
of this harbour want i t  carried out. It would appear 
to me that these matters should be carefully considey- 
ed from every angle. The Police Art makes provision 
for the employment of supernumeraries for special 
purposes and perhaps we could employ people who arc  
interested in doing this work for a period of a year 
so as to help us to discover exactly what is going on 
and how to stop it. I cannot vote against this Blll 
when I hear that we are losing trade because ws 
cannot trace what is taking place. I happen to know 
something about shipping cargo from here to other 
islands and everything does not arrive in the other 
places entirely without pilferage. I think that 
this is a matter which can be dealt with 
without creating any special police force for 
the purpose. I had thought that  our Police Force 
after having had an expert t o  enquire into it, was 
well supplied with numbers so as to be able to take 
care of these matters. I f  we b'bast that  we have law- 
abiding citizens we can be told that we have more 
policemen to the population than any other part of 
the world; and are we now being told that we need 
more policemen? I hope that this provision will re- 
dound to the interest of the Police and to the island 
as a whole; but I would like to feel that it is more 
of a temporary nature than i t  appears to be. 

MESSAGE FROM THE OTHER PTrACE 
RETURNING INCOME TAX BIIrL XTITH 

AMENDMENTS 
 pot and we have to Pay a lot of policemen to Clean 
it up. I Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 

the House that I have received a Message from the 
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Other Place returning the Bill to amencl the I l l c u ~ ~ ~ t .  
Tax Act 1921 (1921-6) with three amendments. 

POLICE (AJIENDJSEKT) BILL 

Mr. RrIMSAP: Speaking generally on this Bill, 
I think i t  is a re ly  bad thing to $augurate. Of course 
there is a certain arnonlit of complaint about pilfer- 
ing taking place in the harbour, but I would be 
loathe to think that we will employ a regular police 
force to deal with thatl. I sincerely hope that when 
the Police patrol that area i t  will redound to their 
ereclit for having patrolled it. 1 hope I have said 
enough. I would have much preferred if the Corn- 
nlissioiier of Police had decided, as is done all 
over the co~ii t ry,  to elnploy certain policenlell who 
have retired as special constables to do this 
work but not to provide them with any polic9 
uniform. We do not want any regular po11c.f 
force to perform these duties at  the harbour: \v-  
should employ special constables comprised of re- 
tired policemen and I hope that they will not put 
these constables in uniform to watch cargo which is 
qoming into tlzis island. Many of these men rose 
to supremacy in their calling and I hope the same 
thin9 will happen a t  the Harbour. Putting these 
special constables in uniform savours to me of ve:v 
little taste and my vote will be against that. I 
that the Commissioner of Police should be giveit 
the opportluzitp to employ private or speciai 
constables for this work. I see these special 
constables a t  Queen's Park and I see them 
at  Kensington wearing little tags. I invite hoii 
ourable members not to vote for any extension oi 
the Police Force ; I repeat; let the Commissioizer 
of Police have power to employ special constables an11 
XT1-e call bring in island, constables as  well. I do not 
inind increasing the Police Force if the numbers are 
inadequate. Drastic diseases need drastic medicine 
if the old principle is right. If the necessity arises 
to increase the Police Force ve can vote for  that 
and give them more pap if necessary; but  in this 
case I think that special constables will foot the Bill. 
As soon as we employ these special constables thr?. 
revenue of this colony will be increaced. If we agree 
to increase the number of policemen that will con~e 
like a tax on personal property; we start it with one 
thing and we never get rid of it. I hope that  hen- 
ourable members will give the Commissioner of Policn 
the authorit. to employ special constables and th?t 

will not have any extension of the Police Fore(?. 
&Ir. BRANCKER: I am afraid that I do not 

agree with those who suggest that there is any ob- 
jectioll to adding to the strength of the Police Fort'. 
As a matter of fact although we voted money to ob- 
tain the services of Superintendent Carver for the 
purpose of carrying out ail investigation into the ad- 
minictration and otherwise of the Police Force, and 
he recommended in  paragraph 100 of his &port that 
there should be a reduction in all ranks of 156 mem- 
hers, ;vet I am sure that very few people would feel 
that are justified in reducing the Force by  that 
number. If only as a means of relieving unemploy- 
nient which is so rampailt in this colol l~ we should 
welcome a Bill such as this. The disease which this 
Bill seeks to cure can only be further evidence of the 
madequate numerical strength of the Police Fore? 
as i t  exists today. Too few people have to work fs2 

many hours for inadequate remuneration and, con- 
sequently, you have to employ more people in  
to relieve the situation. I hope that this Bill will be 
regarded as an indication that the Government 
not enthusiastic or, to pu t  i t  mildly, that  they are 
lukewarm about paragraph 100 of superintendent 
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Calver'c; Report dealiix with a permanent reduction 
in the personnel of the Police Force. If we had rc- 
c!ucecl the strength of the Force by 156 members this 
Bill ~vould have had to be brought before this House 
much eal-lier. Because we have paid a substantial 
amoullt in order to have this Report which we have 
read and q~hich is of int.erest to us, we are not bound 
to follow every word that is in it. It does not meaq 
thst 11-e regard the money which we have spent a s  
having bee11 misspent if c10 not adopt every rec- 
cmmenciatioll that is colltainrd in the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t .  I 
therefore disagree with those who suggest that every 
recornmeudation in the Report should be implemented. 
SO one who pays a visit to a c o u n t 7  can tell thc 

for certain things like those who reside in 
the country. I am not therefore in favour with thl 
recommelldation in paragraph 100 of sup*+ 
intellc~ent Calver's Report. 

Mr. F'. IJ. WALCOTT: I would like to deal with 
the background in connection with this Bill. This B111 
sc.dcs to amend the Police Act for the purpose of giv- 
ing police protection in the Harbour. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The Bill does not say that. 
Mr. F. L. NrALCOTT: The Bill is for that 

'fasol1 that is Why 1 mentioned it. When y011 
hear the question raised as to the pilfering of carg9, 
that should lead honourable members to think of tfio 
vital question as to the construction of onr harbour. 
I thinlr it is necfssary to givr; this protection because 
we have an  open hafibour with roadways on either 
side of the wharves. I would like to say that man.; 
persons who work with cargo have be:en accused 
of the larceny of this cargo and w r y  often the cargo 
can be s tokp by  people who have no connection with i t  
a t  all. There is a road runlling from Nelson's 
Statue dowvn the wharf ancl there is another road 
running on the other side. As honourable members 
lcnou-. cargo is unloaded on the roadside; it is vzry 
difficult for people to pass when that is being done 
and you haw this situation that this cargo is delivered 
to many warehouses on the road-side. I hope tha t  
just as the Government are taking steps to protide 
this police protection thiep will see that they curb as 
much as possible the delivery of cargo on the roadside. 
Instead of delivering various items from the lightms 
to halidcarts which is a very dange1-o~~  practice, the 
Government should have a warehouse for storing 

1 these items and this Bill would not have to  
comz before us today because the police would already 
be in the U-arehouse. In answer to the honourable 
junior llzemilwr for St.  James as to the pilflerage of: 
goods left here for transhipment. I say authoritatively 
that the reason he has given for the loss of 
transhipment business is f a r  from the truth. 
The people in the smallel. islands have always 
beell contending that i t  costs them more to 
have these goods transhipped and th,ay mould like 
the goods delivered directly to them. It is not n 
question of the pilferage of the goods but  the coqt 
of their transhipment; and i t  must cost more if 
goods have to be transhipped from one island :o 
another. I n  Trinidad goods are bronght alongside 
th1.r wharf and there is no necessity for lighterage. 
I n  so far  as this Rill is concerned, the main purpose 
of i t  is to give protection to the business of a body 
of people who have to pay for i t  because i t  is Ckir 
business; but I Kelel that in the long run  this is in 
the inter& of the colony. I f  they can curb larceiiy 
of any kind i t  is the duty of any Government to see 
that theT- mlrb it. I t  is the Government's duty CO 
see that sufficient protection is given to curb larcen)~ 
especially rnrhen poods come into this island because 
prrhe11 the cost of tjternc: increases i t  would (be as 3 
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acssult of pilferage. I have no objection to this Bill 
because of the rtasons I have given; bu, I cannot 
agree that we should increase the nurnb.ss in tht: 
Police Force for this special purpose. (Hear, hear). 
I do not think that what is now proposr-d should be a 
permanent feature in our communi~y so that i t  can 
be said that there is a great demand on the water- 
froizt for an increase in  the numbers of the Police 
Force. We can employ these constables as a teu-  
porary arrangement and I feel it is better to havt 
people who look as if they have authority rather 
than have those who do not repflcsent the law in the 
eyes of some people. I agree that this measure should 
;be a temporary one and I say finally that I cannr~t 
subscribe to an increase in  the numbers of the Police 
Force. I say quite plainly that I cannot agree 
to an inereask in the numbers of the Force as a 
means of finding employment for  people unless I am 
satisfied that there is sufficient justification for 
i t ;  'because if you want to find employment 
for  every person in the community you can 
say that you want to take the water from the 
spa and I am sure that you will not find a sufficient 
number of people to do that. The honourable junior 
niember for St. Lucy referred t.o Superintendent 
Calver's Report; cannot agree with every line of 
anybody's report, we have to analyse the recommentl- 
ations and see whether we can agree with them or 
not. I n  a final analysis I say that this Bill would be 
a means ef giving protection to the character of cer- 
tain people who have bten accused of larceny. 

Mr. TALMA,: I rise simply to attempt to 
amplify a few points. In the first p b e  Superin- 
tendent Calwr's Reporb is a t  present being imple- 
mented with the result that the Police Force is much 
smaller than heretofore. That being the case, you can 
well understand that with the conditions existing 
in the harbour a t  present, it is essential that an ad- 
ditional number of men *be appointed to perform 
duties there. Section 42 of the Police Act, 1908, 
provides for the appointment of supernumeraries SO 

that if sul~ernumeraries were to  be appointed under 
the Act the remarks of the honourable junior member 
for the City in connection with creating a gestapo 
would more or less come into line; and that would b~ :  
creating a private Police Force over which the Com- 
missioner of Police ~vould have no proper control. The 
object of this Bill is to obviate such a state of affairs 
from coming about. If the "Objects and Reasons" of 
this Rill are carefully gone into, that would save any 
very lengthy debate on this Bill from taking  lace. i 
cannot agree with the suggestion that we should ap- 
point men who have retired from the Police Force 
to perform these duties when there are a number nf 
young men awaiting their opportunity to be employed 
in any way in which they can be employed. 

Mr. MAPP: I do not want to prolong this debata 
but  there are just one or two points which I would 
like to make. I quite agree that there cannot be any 
serious objection to this Bill because it is only a 
matter of giving permission to the Commissioner of 
Police to appoint mem'bkrs of the Police Force for 
special duties on the waterfront. However, I would 
like to issue a warning. I happen to know that v e q  
often when you appoint people uniter such terms and 
conditions they regard themselves as the agents of 
other people who suspect that a certain body of 
workers is responsible for certain thefts which are 
taking place, and these people so employed will in 
time bedome a kind of gestapo. That is a very serious 
s t a b  of affairs. When I was employed as a Clerk 
in the Police Courts - I do not want to say any- 
thin* to the detriment of th, Police Force - but I 
havp seen policemen look with suspicion at  certain 

people against whom there should not be any sus- 
picion at  first sight. Even more so will this be the 
case where people are employed by others who sus- 
pect that the people on the waterfront are guilty of 
theft. I say that i t  calls for good sense on thz 
part of men enlployed on the waterfront- 

At this point, i t  now being 3.30 p.m., Mr. Speak- 
e r  stated that it was.now time for the consideratio?i 
of Private Members' Business. 

I SUSPENSION QF RULE 61(B) 

&fr. ADAMS: I am entirely in the hands of 
honourable members. I n  view of the fact that I 
have pointed out that the only reason for proceeding 
with this Rill today is because of its urgency, I take 
i t  that  honourable members are willing to agree to 
the suspension of Rule 61 (b)  purely in order to 
finish the consideration of the Bill. I f  honourable 
members approve of the principle of not worrying 
to debate this Bill we will get through with it in  a 
few minutes. I therefore ask leave to move for the 
suspension of Rule 61 ( b ) .  

Mr. GARNER,: Again I have to object. 
air. ADBIMS: I ask honourable members to 

agree to the suspension of the R u e  if it is merely for  
the purpose of dealing with the amendments to the 
Income Tax Bill and giving the honourable junior 
member for St. John the opportunity to present the 
Report of the Select Committee appointed to cen- 
sider and report on the Address in connection wit11 
emigration to Surinam. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The honourable member is 
~ s k i n g  leave to move the suspension of Rule 61 (b)  ;n 
order to resume the consideration of the Bill to amen11 
the Police Act and also- 

Mr. ADAMS : Rather than have the question dz- 
cided in the negative I am asking leave to move 
the suspension of the Rule in order that the 
Report re emigration to Surinam can be presented, 
that the amendments to the Income Tax Bill can be 
dealt with and if honourable members do not want 
to continue with the Police Bill we will stop there. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave to make the motion. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
TALMA, Rule 61 (b)  was suspended. 

SELECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT RE 
EMIGRATION TO SURINAM PRESENTED 

i Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to present the Report 
of the Select Committee appointed to consider and 
report on the Address relative to emigration to 
Surinam. 

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS TO INCOME TAX 
BILL. 

Mr. ADAMS: I ,beg to move that the amend- 
ments of the Other Place to the Bill to amend tLa 
Income Tax Act, 1921 (1921-6) be dealt with forth- 
with under Rule 262. 

Mr. TALMA seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS: The amendments to the Bill are 
as follows: the insertion of the word "under', after 
the word "Order" in line I of Sub-paragraph (3)  
of Clause 4; the insertion of the following wordn 
after the word "section" occurring in line 7 cd 
Paragraph 57B: "the expression foreign tax means ' any tax payable in that territory which under the / arrangements is to be so allowed, and". That is a 
long printer's omission which clears up the point 

l 
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which honourable members were asking about rela- 
tive to foreign tax. The last amendment is the 
omission by me to insert a retrospective Clause a t  
the end of the Bill when we were dealing wit11 it. 
This Clause as inserted by the Other Plaoe reads as 
follows: "5. This Act shall be deemed to have come 
into operation on the first day of January, on: 
thousand nine hundred and forty eight." I beg 
to move that these amendments be now read a first 
time. I f  honourable members think that the amend- 
ments need to be printed and circulated they need 
only say so. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
A%. RAMSAY: The object of Rule 262 is to 

afford us the opportunity of agreeing to amendmi n s 
when they are of a casual nature. The honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph has read these amen,;- 
ments but I think the proper thing to be done is t9 
have them printed and circulated. This is not a cass 
where the amendments are of a casual nature; this is ,; 
case where there is a multiplicity of amendmeiits and 
T am forcled to vote against this motion. I do nol 
understand these amendments and I therefore beg 
to move that they be printed and circulated. 

Mr. MAPP: I beg to second that. I intimated 
to the honourable senior member f a  St. Joseph what 
the honourable junior member for St. Peter has jusl 
said and he agreed that they should be printed and 
circulated. I must say that what the honourablri 
senior member for St. Joseph has read out sounds like 
Greek to me. I do not know if the amendpents wit1 
still be Greek to me if they are printed and circulated. 

Mr. SPEAKER* : The House has a l re~i ly  deeicled 
to deal with these amendments forthwith; however 
J will put the question. A motion has been made 
that thase aa0ndment.s be now read a first time; an 
amendment has been moved that the amendments 
be printed and circulated. The question therefore i s  
that the words proposed to be deleted stand pa* of 
the motion. Hon. mmbers  in favour of that will 
please sap "Aye," those against will please say "No", 
I think the "Ayes" have it. The question now is 
Ihat these amendments be now read a first time. 
Hon. members in favour af that will p l f a e  say 
"Aye," t . h o ~  against miIl please say "No". I thinlr 
the "Noes" have it. 

Mr. ADAAIS : I f  honourable members did not 
call for a division and got the motion for the postpone-- 
ment agreed to, they are in  duty bound to agree to thr 
first reading of the amendments or tha2p are throwing 
the whole Rill overboard. 

Mr. RAMSAY: If by  any chance an honourable 
member makes a mistake it id not a mattlqr of the 
laws of the Medea and Persians which altereth not. 
I am not fully conversant with the amendments. 

The question that these amendments be now 
read a first time was put and resolved in the affir- 
mative. 

A division was taken as follows:- 
Aym: Messrs. SMITH, F. L. W A L C O ~  COX, 

FOSTER., LE:WIS, T A I ~ A ,  ADAMS, BLACKMAN, GALE, 
S. A. WALCOTT, WILKINSON and DR. C U M M I N S ~ ~ ~ .  

Noes : DR. WIISON, Messrs. RAMSAY, SYMMONDJ, 
BRANCKER, MAPP, CRAWFORD, GARNER, MOTTLEY and 
DOWDIN*~. 

34r. ADAMS : I beg to move that thew amend- 
ments be now read.a second time. 

Mr. TATJMA : T beg to second that. 
Mr. IJEVTS: T hear some honourable members 

say that there are in difficulty and T feel that we 
can get out of the difficulty. I think that the first 
rezding of these amendments is a formal thing and 
the debate takes place on the second reading of 
them. T would like to get your assistance on this 
point, Mr. Speaker, and I am asking the honoueable 

senior inember for St. Joseph if he will accept a 
r,jotioa that the further consideration of these 
amendments be now postponed. I feel that I am 
in order in  making that motion. The first reading 
of a Bill enables you to print  and circulate it and 
the second reading would be an  opportunity for the 
House to give an  expression as to their feeltng about 
the Bill. I feel that we are in  a dangerous position; 
I cannot vote for the amendments unless I understand 
them and if we do not agree to these amendments 
i t  seems that the Bill will die. The Bill might be tt 
very helpful one and we will be throwing i t  out 
entirely. I am in an  awkwarG position now because 
1 have an amendment which 1 am going to oEer on 
this occasion. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I think the principle which 
is always adopted with regard to amendments id 
that they are printed and circulated when there are 
more than ordinary verbal amenrlmel~ts. Thcse 
r~mendmenls now before the House consist of the 
omission of a word, a definition which should have 
been in the original Bill and a retrospective Clause 
I do not think therefore that honourable members 
should have any difficulty in their minds as to what 
the amendments really are. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I quite agre'e with your Honour 
but there is a t  least one amendment which is a fairly 
extensive one. I refer to the definition of " f~ rc ign  
tax." I feel that the question which I am rais~ng 
now has not been raised before. W(e have agreed tb 
consider these amendments to-day but if i t  is a ques- 
tion of having them printed and circulated, i t  can be 
said that we have glV?sl them a cerLain amount of 
consideration and we have reached a point during 
the consideration where we feel that we should have 
the amendments printed and circulated. If we post- 
pone consi&ration of these amendments today it 
would be in Your Honour's discretion to have them 
printed and circulated. It is not neceissary to make 
any motion to that e&ct; np motion is mad? for  a 
Bill to be printed and circulated. I feel that these 
amendments should be in  print before us and I am 
moving that the further consideration of them be 
now postponed. 

Hr .  SPEAKER: What you could do is to make 
a, motion that these amendments be read a second 
time some time later. 

Mr. LEWIS: I am ~villiiig to move that they 
be read a second time this day week if I get an 
indication from the Leader of the House that be will 
agree to that ;  otherwise I have an  amendment to 
offer in connectiol~ with the retrospective Clause. I 
take i t  that I can move an amendment to any amend- 
ment which comes down from the Other Place. The 
Leader of the House has indicated that he will accept 
an amendment to his motion, namely, that the amend- 
ments be read a second time this day week. I beg 
to move that the words "and shall expire on the 
thirtv-first day of December, one thousand nine 
hundred and fifty" be added to the last amendment. 
I think that over a period of three years we will have 
an opportunity of petting. statistics; me can enquire 
from the Income Tax Department as to how this 
Rill is o~erat inp.  Sometime before the Bill expires 
the Government can TO into the matter and they 
mill be ablP to say, if thev find i t  so, that the Bill; 
j s  an excellent one, that thev stand to losp little bp 
i t  and thev can ask that t'lo date of expiry be deleted 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I am wondering whether p 1 1  
nhonltl not move the House into Committee if you 
want to amend that Clause. 

Mr. LEWIS : I am counselling honourable 
members that no harm call be done if they give the 
Income Tax Office the opportunity to s u p ~ l y  them 
with statistics as to the operation of this Bill. They 
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have the 1vol.d of the honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph that we are not likely to lose anything 
by the operation of this Bill but nobody can state 
that clefinitelj-. The whole nlethod of trading may 
be altered in the course of three years especially in 
the post-war period and i t  would be well for ys to  see 
how this Bill is operating before we commit ourselves 
to it. If have the necessary data we can say 
that this is a good Bill and we will continue with it. 

Mr. MAPP: I11 seconding the mdtion I say 
that 1 do not know if at the encl of 1950 we will 
he able to nnderstan(1 certain things about this 
Rill better than we understancl thein now. Keverthr- 
less the Bill m::y be far-reaching ill character and 
barn1 can be done if we allon- oursel~es the oppor- 
tmlity to review it before it expires and see 
whethei it is working harmonious1;- or not. 

fill. ADAMS: 1 am of the opinion that this 
motioll is out of order and I vill  give m!- author- 
it). for that opinion. My namesake, Mr. G H. 
AdamS. when moring thr  passing of this Rill in 
Npassalanil pointcd out that the Bill either 11a.l 
to be taken as it is or be rejected. The Con- 
vention \va\ not made for three years ancl there 

.is 110 danger as the honourable jnnior member 
for the City believes. At  ally time in 1949 the 
hononrable member can more the repeal of the 
Bill 1'siup the authority which I haye jnst used, 
it looks as if these amenilments are like the Regli- 
lations with n.hicl.1 TT,? llTere dealing this morninp, 
we either accept them as a whole or reject them as 
a ~vhole. T have discovered froni nzy copy of the 
Bill that this definition was ill the Bill but in the 
preparation of the Bill to be sent to the Other 
Place. the m-ords were left out. l' think that it I S  

~ 1 : -  in the printing between this Place and the Other 
Place that these words were omitted. 

The question that the words proposed 
to he added stand part  of the anlendment was 
put and resolved in the negative. 

A division was taken a,? follows:- 
Ayes: Messrc; RABISAY, SYMMONDS. BRANCKF~, 

&PI', TJEWTS, TAI.MA, CRAWFORD. GARNER, 8113. 
Downrsa-9 

Koes : Dr. WIL,SON, Dr. CUMMINS, Messrs. S ~ T I T ,  
F. I,. TYAI,COTT, COX, FOSTER, ADAMS, BLACKMAN, 
~ X O T T T ~ E T ,  GALE, S. A. U T f i c o ~ ~ ,  ancl TVILKINSON-~?. 

The amendments were read a second time. 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that these amend- 

ments be now agreed to. 
Mr. TATJMA seroncled the motion which was 

agreecl to. 

EXCUSE FOB, ARSEKT MEMBER 

Mr. BRANCKER : Mr. Speaker,-Before we 
proceed with any further business, I beg to offer 
an  excuse for the absence of lny colleague who is 
indisposed. 

RENT O F  WATER METERS DISCUSSED' ON 
JIOTION FOR. ADJOURNIIENT. 

&fr. RAMSAY: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move 
the adjournment of the House for a few minutes 
in order to discuss an  important public matter. 
It is a matter in  connection with the Waterworks 
Department having meters on the prenlises of tas- 
payers who are charged meter rent. 

Mr. ADAMS: What is meant b p  a few min- 
utes? There is no motion 'b'efore the House. 

Mr. RAMSAY: I beg to move the adjournment 
of the House for five minutes in order to discuss this 
matter. This is no joke; this is a serious matter. I 
do not want honourable members to waste any 

about i t ;  1 am just bringing it to the notice of the 
Government so that they cannot truthfully say that 
they dicl llot knonr anything about it. A serious state 
of affairs exists with regard to the Government allo~v- 
illg the \TTatermorks Department to charge rent frj? 

a meter 11-liich you are not ~ermittecl to use. 1 need 
*lot s a -  that there is a scarcity of water and as loyal 
citizens Tye are quite ~villing to put up with i t ;  but 
respect of the meter which you have on your premisi?.;, 
Son are ll~arned about using the water and you are 
still charged for the meter although they will not al- 
loT17 you to use i t !  Years ago when the Waterworks 
first callle about that might hase been all right. 
m>- lnilld, if I am allowed to say it, that is being dis- 
honest ; there is 110 honesty about it. I know several 
people who are snffering fro111 it. I am asking the 
Government to send do\m a Bill in  the near future 
-perhaps next Tuesday-to amend the Act SO ac: 
to re l ie~~e  the poor taxpayers who go into their 
bath.: on inornings, turn  on the taps and find no 
vxter. The Go~w-nment ought to amend the Act 
all(l not call upon people to pay for water which 
the)- do not use 1 hope that I am in order to say 
this, but the TTaterworks Department are in the 
same category as the Electric Company which 
charges people rent for their meters. 1 have heard 
a inember of the Governmeilt quarrel about it. The 
Electric Company are justified in charging rent 
for their meters if the Government allow the Water- 
works Departinent to charge rent for meters :vhich 
people do not use. The Bovernn~ent are no better 
than the Electric Company. The matter has been 
brought to 111:- notice and I thought that the Gov- 
eminent were m-rong to do that and they are failing 
in their duty to the taxpayer. Honourable members 
will kao~v that the Esecutire Committee is in charge 
of the Waterworks Department and therefore we 
' ean see that this state of affairs is remedied under 

the aegis of the Executive Committee. It is their 
duty to cease collecting meter rent from these poor 
taxpayers. The Government cannot expect the 
Biscuit Factory, the Telephone Company, the 
Electric Company or any other business place to go 
ill the right way if they fail to set the example. Now 
that the sugar crop has started the factories ar? 
using water, and when the taxpayers go into their 
baths and turn 011 the taps they hear a suction but 
there is no water! Yet we are prepared to pay the 
water rates because we know that \vater is a neces- 
sity I am asking the Government to cease collect- 
ing this vicious alld atrocious tax on water meters 
where the taxpayers do not get any benefit from 
it. lro, that the matter has beell brought t* 
the notice of the Government 1 expect that they will 
cease collecting this tax. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I beg to second the motion. 
1 am in a g ~ e m e n t  with the honourable member's 
rema~kc: rl:d T sho~~lcl like to add to them. Last 
year n-e had a very severe drought throughouf 
the island and in certain parts of the  island it was 
lliorc severe than in others As a result. the water 
shortage was more acute in some areas than ia 
others. The water shortage was extremely acute 
in the parishes of Christ Church, St. Philip and 
St. Peter. T remelltber to St. Peter with the 
Hanager of the Waterworks Department and in 
one area there Tvere many householders who had 
water turned in for weeks but never got any a t  
all. Although the Government has no control over 
that. T submit that for a period of over a month 
 hen no water was available, some rebate should 
be made on the water rate for that particular 
quarter. The people of St.  Philip and St. Peter 
a~proached the Manager of the Watemorks 

t i m d e p a r t m e l l t  in collnectioll with the matter 



and naturally he had to be sympathetic with them 
because he knew that they had 110 water and i t  was 
hardly reasonable to collect the rates for a period 
during which people had no water. Under the Act 
the Waterworks Department has no alternative bnt 
to collect the rates. I subliiit that xvhen attention :S 
paid to the point raised by the honourable junior 
nielnber for St. Peter, attention should also be paid 
to the possibiltiy of granting relief on occasions of 
l~rolonged drought to people -who get no water dnr- 
inz  the period of drought. 

I\I~. ADAnfS : I should like to out that 
melllbers of the Government have water services; 
they are ill drought areas and they suffer.  hi^ 
is a matter in co~~llection \vith which nlembers of the 
Government get daily surprises. I thing hard to 
pay water rates when for weeks I have been sending 
son1cjbody to draill a little ,vater from a standpipi.. 
Honourable lnembers must not think that the matLt- 
ter  is an  easy olie to handle. Are \ve going to appoint 
illspectors to see how many people's taps are drip- 
ping and how many people are getting no water a t  
all t It seems hard to the Goverlimel1t for people ;o 
pay water rates when they are not getting a n  ade- 
qnate water supply; %iit unless the water supply is 
cut  off for  a quarter, you do not know how much the 
supply is and you cannot divide the rates. I ask ' 
h o n ~ ~ r ~ b l ~  members to have sufficient patience : o  
believe that the Government will work out some 
od for  dealing with the matter if a solution can be 
found without appointing inspectors to go round te 
see how @uch water is being obtained. This is not 
a matter of which the Executive committee is 
ware. 

>Ir. RAMSAY: I thillk my motion has served 
its useful purpose and I am going to withdraw it ;  
but  the argument raised by the honourable senior 
member for St. Joseph can well be applied to the do- 
mpdjc rates. MY a r g u m n t  is that for the last nia? 
ten or twelve months people have had to pay meter 
rates and the Government ought to cease collecting 
these rates from inasmuch as they do not U* 

the water. E v e q  person is not a liar and I take i t  
tha t  under British justice a pewon is innocent until 
ke has been proved guilty. I say that inasmuch as 
the Government have called upon people to cease 
watering their gardens, they should cease collecting 
that 7/6 per quarter for the tax. I now mk leave 
t o  withdraw my rnotiw. 

There beinp no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave to withdraw his motion, 

SHORTAGE O F  CEMENT DISCUSSED ON 
MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. GARNER: I beg to move the adjourn- 
ment of the House for five minutes in order to make 
.a few observations on a matter of vital importance 
to the colony as a whole. I t  is a matter which affects 
the lives of many of our artisans. There is arounl  
us a group of people who are building theatres out 
of cement blocks and that  is causing a hardship to 
vertain builders; because these people use all the 
cement they can get i n  "duilding these theatres and 
other people who are erecting buildings cannot get 
this cement. I t  is also causing a hardship to th? 
quarry man in the country especially in the parish 
which I have the honour to represent. Representa- 
tions have been made to my colleague and to me in 
this matter. Many people have b e n  thrown out of 
employment because of the making of cement blocks 
and me are always crying about employing our own 
people first. I n  the face of ha~qllg such good 

stone in the island, how can me allow the little 
cement that is allocated to u s  to be used in  making 
these blocks? If these people want to invest their 
monw we are glad for  that ;  but  a t  the same time ow 
local people must, not be put  out of work by these 
people using the small quantity of cement available 
for erecting their buildings. As far  as I can see, 
these buildings caiinot last as long as those which 
are erected of solid stone. I think that if the Goy- 
ernment are ~~~~~~iug these people to make t h * ~  
ccmeiit blocks in place of the use of solid stone, they 
should call a halt in  the matter because a11 injustice is 
being  don^ to the people who work in the quarries. 
l t  i s t ime that the Governmelit say soinethiilg about 
the matter. Tve want to encourage industries in thi* 
c0l011y but that must not be done to the detriment of 
local labour- We welcome anybody's money from 
abroad but at the same time we want to retain a ~ l a e e  
for 0 . t ~  labourers in  every scheme. We have a great 
quantity of stone in this island and if people want 
1.0 erect their buildings let them use the stone whi& 
we have and let the cement be equally distributed. 
I know that several people have been put out of work 
because of the) shortage of cement. In  St. Philip 
We to do and we get any cemed 
with which to do it. I think that  the govern met?^ 
should call a halt in this matter of making eemeilb 
blocks because they are helping some people to tfls 
detriment of a good man?' ~ t h e r s -  BY thi9 nlotloc those 
who have the good of the people a t  heart will see thtld 
somethillg is done to stop these people from using 
our quota? of cement -hen they can use our stone; 
and there is a big question mark as to the strength 
of these cement bloclrs. T hope that the Government 
will take cognizance of what I have said in makiwy 
this motion for the adjournment of the House. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I beg to second the hon. 
member's motion. A t  least one phase of the remarks 
~llade by the hall. member is deserving of attention. 
If i t  is true that a few concerns are grabbing all the 
cement that come8 into this colony, the Government 
will be well advised to issue a directive to the cemen* 
ciealers insisting that  for the future such a state of 
affairs be not allowed to continue, My colleaguz, 
has emphasised that cement is being used not $or the 
purpose of general construction in  the sense that 
other materials are being used; but  a large quantity 
of this cement is used in  the construction of block 
vhich make i t  no longer necessary to utilise the sof 
stone which is available throughout the length an& 
breadth of this island. I am a t  a loss to understand 
how i t  is that new-com<prs, c~niparat~ively speaking, 
can get the quantity of cement used in  these under- 
takings when people in the colony find i t  so difficult 
to get this material for most essential purposes. F. 
feel that that phase of the matt<y is, deserving o@ 
prompt attention. Not only quarry men but masons 
and carpenters find it difficult to obtain work hecause 
of th@ general shortage of cement, and i t  is note- 
worthy that on the enterprise to which the horn. 
member h= referred a minlimum of artisans are being 
employed. In the case of one particular coneern 
when i t  Tvas started the people connlekted with it 
made a big splash about the attractire terms and 
conditioiis ~vhich they would offer to artisans and the 
comparatively high wages theg would pay to the 
people who work with them. As fa r  as I can see, 
th~e erection of these bui ld~ing~ is proceeding apac? 
and I doubt whethey many as two dozen people 
are employed. I f  the little cement that comes to the 
colony is to be grabbed for this particular kind of 
constructiol~ a t  the expensrpl of the gmeral employ- 
ment of artisans throngho~~t  the colony, so long as 



t.his item remains in short supply, the Government 
should take some steps in  the matter. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: There is little doubt that this 
making of cement blocks is interfering with the 
industry of quarrying stones and we have not got to 
consider whether i t  is more economcal to build 
houses, theatres or anything else with cement blociis 
than with local stone. What I want to dram to the 
Government's attention is this; we have no experi- 
ence at  present with regard to these concrete 
structures and i t  is within our knowledge that a 
place of entertainment recently erected in this colony 
with cement blocks has not yet been opened and i t  
is causing niuch concern among builders generally 
as to the safety of the people going there to be 
entertained. I know that I am straying from th t  
point, Mr. Speaker, but I am craving your indulg- 
ence to deal with this matter. I am dealing 
psrticularly with one of these new cinema which 
hare been erected. I want the Governmelit to know 
this; i t  is common knowledge that one of these 
theatres has begun to sink since its erection and the 
feeling amoug people who should know is that the 
Governmeut, should see to the inspection of this 
building and get some guarantee as to whether i t  
;S suitable for the purpose for which i t  has been 
erected so that the liyes of Inany of the inhabitant., 
of this colony who seek pleasure i11 cinemas will 
not be endangered. Quite recently an engineer was 
brought to this colony to rectify sorrle bad mork on 
the roof of one of these theatres, the roof having 
begun to come in for some three or fonr feet. I 
know that some people are prevented from entering 
this building because the feeling is that they \%-ill 
see these things and make some r g o r t .  I am 
interested in the erection of this type of building for 
the use of the general public and I say that responsibl.: 
people are looking on and they would like some 
in8pection to be made to these buildings by some 
competent Government Officer or Officers before they 
%re opened to the public and endanger the lives of 
people. I t  is the duty of the Government to see 
that these buildings are properly constructed SO 

as not to endanger the lives of those who seek pleas- - 
are  in them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that this 
Rouse do now adjourn for five minutes- 

Mr. ADAMS: I should just like t~ say one 
thiog. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is being put 
and if I allow you to speak now I will have to allow 
others to speak. The question is that this House 
do now adjourn for five minutes. Honourable 
members in favour of that will please say "Aye", 
those against will please sap "No." I think the 
"Noes" have it. 

EMPLOYMENT OF WORKERS IK BRITAIN 
DISCUSSED ON MOTION FOR . ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. SYMMONDS: I beg to move the adjourn- 
ment of the House for five minutes. I desire that 
loyal Barbadians should assist in Britain's production 
drive. This island of ours has earned the name 
of "Little England" because of the loyalty and love 
of the people for the Mother Country. At the 
beginning of the last War- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I should like the honourable 
member to indicate more clearly what he is speaking 
about. 

Mr. SPMMONDS: I am speaking about the 
desire of Barbadians to assist in Britain's production 
drive. At the commencement of the last War 
Barbadians came from every part of the island 

)USE 
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and volunteered to serve in the Ground Forces of W 
tne k.A.&'., in  the ~Uerchant i\Larnie and in other 
branches 01 the Armed blorces in order that the 
fimpire could face the dangers which threatened it 
To-day Britain faces a national crisis the magnitude 
of which is as great as that which faced her in days 
before. What atYects Britaln afTects Barbados. M'e 

I have been asked to accept a restriction in imports 
and we have cheerfully and loyally agreed to do so 
Where there is a restriction of imports particularly 8 

as regards building materials, that means that many 
carpenters, masons, painters and all those who earn -dS, 

a livelihood from the building industry in this • 

colony are faced with unemployment. Because of 
the most severe drought which this island has 
experienced for many years, we are faced with a 
short crop and that means that thousands of agri- 
r suI t~~~aJ  labourers and those who earl1 a livelihood 
f'mm the sugar industry will be given only a few 
~veeks' emplo>-ment during the crop season. Those 
who normally have to exist in this colony upon 
the charity of their families or thei?. friends 
favoured with seaqoiial jobs We are told night 
after night that there is need for half a million 
\vorkers in Britain to-day; we are told by the 7 
most eminent economists time and again that 
if they can get 100,000 workers in agriculture in 
Britain and a similar number of workers in the 
coal mines and the textile industry, the dollar crisis 
will pass away and the battle of production will be 
won Thousands of vorkers who assisted in the 
production drive in the United States 'of America 
and served with great credit and distinction i n  
some cases, are most anxious to be given the 
opportunity to serve in a similar capacity, to assist 
the Mother Country in this battle of production at 
this momentous period of her history. It appears to -& 
me that if sufficiently strong representations can be 

1 made in England of the need of the able-bodied, un- 
employed people of Barbados i t  might be possible 
to obtain for Barbadian workers in England a quota 
similar to that which was obtained for  our workers 
in the United States of America some time ago. With 
the short crop with which we are now faced, I do not 
think that any avenue should remain unexplored for  
finding opportunities for employment for the people 
of this colony who are quite willing to work. The 
able-bodied people of Barbados are very anxious t o  
serve in England where volunteers have been em- 4- 
ployed; we have been told that 30,000 volunteers 
I . I~+P  been employed in the mines in England. In  
this colonv there are thousands of able-bodied people 

1 vho love Britain as they love the game of cricket and 
they are anxious to mork. T think that every effort 
should be made even if a delegation is sent to Britain, 
to emphasize the d.esire of the loyal people of this 
colon)- to help in the production drive there for t h ~  
mutual 'bknefit of both countries. 

Mr. RRAXCKER: I beg to second the honour- 
able member'c: motion. As honourable members - - 
know, the matter of makiny enquiries with regard to 
the possibility of the emigration to Canada of work- 
ers from this colony and of finding employment i.1 e 
the United Kingdom for female workers from Barba- * 
dos, was the subject of question., put in this House 

l by me as l o n ~  ago as October last p a r .  I had also 
p ~ ~ t ;  questions in connection with this matter i n  B 

Februan-, 1947, because I had read that in Canada 
fho immi~ratioil barriers had been lowered and in thn 
United Kingdom there was a qreat shortage of female 
worlrers. In November last Year we were told bp the 
Go~-rrnment ill replr to t'l- ql~estion relative to the 

'--W- 
employment of female workers in the United Kingdom 
that the question of employing female workers from 
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Barbados in the IJnited Kingdom is still under ex- 
amination in the Colonial Office and that attention 
is invited to the memorandum on "the employment 
of laboor from outside the TJnited Kingdom" which 
was prepared in the Colonial O%ce and, which has 
been laid on the table of the House. So far  as  thy 
Canadian covernnlent is concernecl we were told that 
in reply to enquiries made early in the year the Gov- 
ernmeat was informed that the Canadian Government 
did not consider i t  necessary to employ West Indian 
1:~bour at  that time. The Colonial Office has recently 
mues ted  the Commonwealth Relations Office to makr 
i J  fnrther approach to the Canadian Government and 
the outcome of this is awaited. What I feel !S 

of great significance with regard to the reply dealing 
with emigration to Canada is that the Canadian GOV- 
erlllnent did not consider it necessary to employ West 
Indian labour at  that time. That reply was given 
in November last year and since that time certai:l 
Canadian firms have been securing West Indial? 
labour. There are cases where certain Barbadians 
who have established corresporldence with Cel-tain 
firmci in the Dominion of Canada have been invited 
by these firms to go to Canada where they will b; 
~rovided  with work and certain of these people are 
taking the necessary steps to travel to Canada at thz:r 
oar expense. That only goes to show that there is 
employment however great or limited in the Dominion 
of Canada for workers from this ~01011~. This is a 
cluestion which T fcel the Gorernmeiit should take up 
again and apain allcl see if they Can get the Canadian 
~overnment  to accept the responsibility of taking so 
~rlanp hundreds or so many thousands as call be ab- 
:orbed in their country; because Barbadian workers 
hare been told that if get Canada there 
is work for certain of them to do with certain firms 
and the only qn~stioll  is how w i l y  workers can be 
employed. There is also the question of those who 
cannot go to Canada on their own to secure such 
employnlent as be there. This matter of emigra- 
fion has been raised fro111 time to time and i t  is a mat- 
ter which 1 submit demands unceasing vigilance on 
the part of the Government I t  is not a matter in 
which the Government shodd say merely that their 
attention was drawn to it, that they looked around and 
there was no venue. I t  is a matter which demands 
the to hour to hour minute to minute 
concern of the Government because one does read 
every now and then in  the Press that immigration bar- 
Tiers to Canada have been lowered, that people from 
the Colonies are going there and that certain ~ o r k e r s  
are paying their own way in trying to get to that 
conntry. Not many workers are able to pay their own 
way to Canada and it is for this Government to let us 
know that they have contacted the Canadian Gorern- 
ment, how many persons are likely to emigrate to 
Canada then legislation will be sought to provide 
lllO1iey the people for 
there is employment in the great Dominion. 

>fr. T)OWDINC: : I think that i t  is an unenviable 
position in which we find ourselves to-day. I n  Great 
Britain there is plenty of work to be done but there 
is nobody to do i t ;  i11 Barbados i t  is just the revers:. 
As a result both tke people in England and those 11' 

Barbados are suffering. I think that strong rep?-?- 
sentations should be made in  this matter and let some 
definite conclusion be arrived at in  the early futuri 
and let the House be informed of it. I fail to see 
why in these circumstances-much work to be done ill 

to do nlost of the work that ther rnish them to do in 
England. (Cheers). TITe are going to hear some peo- 
ple say that the v-orlters here will not be able to 
v;ithstand the climate ill England; 'but that is a 
iallacy which I havp seen proven with my own eyes. 
I happened to have bee11 with Barbadians i11 Italy i11 

the coldest ma the r  when they slept under one blank- 
et while other regiments were sleeping under 
three and we did not suffer from the cold a t  all. I 
am strongly in snpport of thie matter of emigration 
and I 110 rcaeson at all vhY some definite answer 
cannot be given to i t  at an earlp date. 

Mr. ADAMS: F a r  be i t  rrom ine io prever~t 
honourable members from referring to thkir &Iother 
country in such glowing terms, but let us face 
realities. I have =isn to my feet only because th t  
inference h a  been drawn that the Government is 
doing nothing in this matter. I am calling a spade 
a spade. We have been told plainly that they do 
cc t  want colou& people in England in great num- 
bers. If we are going to declare war on England 

force them to take our labour, let us do that ;  
if we are going to m e  an atomic bomb on Canada 
and gorce them to take our cane-cutters, leh us do 
that. The Colonial Office sent an  official do- here 
and told us plainly and ;bluntly what the position 
is. do not tell you that some of our ,families 
w~lll,j not employ a cookw he mentioned. of course 
there is the colour question in some We have 
been told that coloured people are not allowed to go 
to England in numbers and what is the Frciod 
of this debate this afternoon? The honourable juaior 
member for St. Lacy talks about some fim in Canada 
,ho will take people but he does not say whether 
they are white or coloured; he speaks &out emigrat- 
ing hundredF, and later t.housands of people as 
the G~~~~~~~~ know that they can get these people 

to canada and we are not doing anfihing 
What gives the Government more head-aches than 
the questioll of over-population and emigration? we 
do not want to nlaintain the old method of tr?iini: 
to get cheap labour in Barbados. I feel that i t  would 
pal7 Barbados to send Barbadians abroad and let 
th;m send back money here. It is incumbent on tllle 

Crovernnlent constituted as it is with the four of us 
are socialists, to see that people are 

The honourable ,cpllior member for St. 
George says that the climate in  England does not 
matter because in Italv Barbadians used onlv one 
blallket in the coldes. weather; but we have been told 

that people are not wanted in 
great numbers in England and to say that they arc 
wanted there except in the ease of War  is just ta  
ignore realities. I find it vcrr- to follow 
honourable members who have spoken in such glow- 
ing terms of their Mbther Country; I hope the Mother 
Country is Africa and not England. (Hear, hear). 
All this talk about the Mother Country is to ignore 
realities. I would noit have spoken if i t  were not for 
the suggestions made that this Government is doing 
nothing about emigration. This Government knom 
what i t  has been told; an  official came out from the 
Colonial Office to explain matters. He says that the 
employment of our people in England is a difficult 
matter; some of them make fine servants and so forth, 
hilt it. ~ o u l d  be dlifficult to  take them in Britain 
The honourable junior member f o r  St. T~ucy ha3 been 
told that the Government is watching the situation; 
he ha? been told in tho renlies to whirh he haq refer- 

England and a surplus of people to work in  Barbados 
-why the Mother Country cannot take some of these 
rnyilling, able-bodied men from Barbados to work over 
there. I am sure that the people here are* willil:? 

red that with both the Canadian Government and 
the British Go~w-nrncnt the ~ rob lem is a difficult one 
)nil thw- cannot pire anx- immediat? hone cf  nnv 
9rFe scale employment of women or of men either 
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In Great Britain or in Canada. Let honourable 
members lay blame where blame really lies. It is 
the habit of a certain type of Englishman to feel 
himeelf superior to every other nation on earth 
whether white or black and that feeling persists wen 
although for  the past two years there has been a 
Labour Government in Great Britain. I repeat: let 
honourable members blame them but not this 
Government and say that we axe not trying 
to get emigration to the United Kingdom, Canada, 
the Tinited States of America or anywhere else. 
Everyone of us is anxious to ge8 emigration abroad 
but when difficultics arise let ns put the blame in the 
right direction. Do not suggest that the Govern- 
ment is not doing anything. I hope that in  futurc 
when honourable members want to make accusationa 
against the Government they will a t  least pay the 
Government the compliment of asking beforehand 
what is being done exactly. To get up  and say glibly 
for people to read i t  in the Press that the Govern- 
ment is doing nothing to get people to Canada or the 
United Kingdom is not fair. That is pupe politics u r  
rather impure politics. I suggest that honourable 
members should attack the Government on facts be- 
cause if the Government is not criticised i t  will get 
lazy and do nothing, but  do not accuse u s  of not get- 
ting an emigration scheme wherever we can. Qnite 
recently we have been accused of not getting emigra- 
tion to America when we were trying to get a reply 
to a particular question asked. I t  is almost too triro 
to say that emigration is the day -to day, hour to hour 
and minute to minute concern of the Government. 
Even in times of plenty as in times of drought people 
look around and wk what is going to happen. 1 sug- 
gest that honourable members should attack the Gov- 
rrnment and attack i t  strongly: but let their attacks 
Le based on factcl. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Some time last year &IS 
same question about the employment of West 1ndiqn.g 
in Great Britain was taken up  by the Colonial Offier. 
I happened to be there and I raised the question. 
,40 the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
said in diplomatic language they thought more about 
changing the character of the various communiti.;.s. 
I would like to say from my experience and even 
f mm that of men who worked in the various servic~s, 
that  the way in which people are, treated is no COG- 
pliment for the West Indies. The reason why IT.;. 
meet all this opposition and the reason why these 
countries will not take negroes is hecause in this 
island we have white people who tell you khat they 
mant white people. l'hat may hurt  some people but it 
is true. If  our local people who live in  a mixed com- 
munity say that then the Englishmen have all the 
more reason for saying it. I n  this island they preach 
and practice racial diserirnination ; you get in certain 
places only if you aw a porter; you have all the 
education but you cannot get any further. These a:: 
the riificulties which you have to face ovemeas. 1 
mould like to know if there is only one race of human 
beings: the earth is the Lord's and I do not believe 
that our Lord meant that only certain peaple should 
live in certain parts of the world. I can live any- 
where and I think other people can live anywhere , :. 
n-P". Tf Englishmen can live in the t r o ~ i c s  and in the 
cold climates, West Indians can do the same. I t  is 
very difficult for West Indians to get the treatment 
which they deserve. I would like to see some 50,miJ 
people emigrate to the United Kingdom. Canada or 
anywhere else they can get some work to do. As the 
honourable junior membep for  St. Lucy has said, there 
arc caees wbs;.e people have gone to Canada and got 
work; but thev are technicians. I know that a wire- 
less operator has worked in the Canadian Army an3 
he is back there. One of the difficulties with which 

our people are faced is that of finding somewhere .D 
live when they go overseas. l have spoke11 with one 
who I believe h% a deep interest m this colony; h- 
has a general knowledge of the West lndies and on this 
questloll o t  eiiligration he has said that even 
~f the Government of Great Britain undertook 
to take emigrants i11 large numbers there will be 
difficulty in lodging them. It is a fact that 
in England you have people telling you plainly 
-even in the case of studentscertain house- 
holders say that they will not house col- 
oured students Sometimes you hear that stu- 
dents say they have to make out in England: 
but they are getting education and therefore they 40 
not mind quffering If students who will 'be coloured 
people in the main find it difficult to get a ready 
reception one can understand how difficult i t  will 
be for labourers. But a t  the same time I say that 
that is because the people are black. To speak 
plainly, if these people were like the Poles they 
would take them; but they are not taking them 
because they are black. No honourable member of this 
House should he afraid of saying that. I do not be- 
lieve that a man is responsible for hi., colour; becauss 
people are black they cannot go ccrtain places and 
that is the difBculty which me suffer in these labour 
troubles. Tbrh black people cannot leave here and go 
to England to work because they cannot measure 
up  to the people there. We have the same difficulty 
here ; some of us cannot get any work because we have 
not got the pigmentation qualification, and I feel 
that charity begins at home. I hear a member 
of this House talking about employment in certain 
places but I am sure that when the matter 
comes to be debated you will hear the same 
argument about the employment of certain peo- 
ple in the banks as you hear about the 
employment of coloured people in England. I say 
this afternoon as a plain, ordinary Barbadian, a 131:- 

scendant from a negro, that we must face facts ; people 
who are negroes will not be accepted in white commil- 
~jities and that is the real objection to these people 
o i n g  to England, for employment. If they were 
Poles or Jew4 they would have them. I know that 
there are many people who do not like it to be said 
that they object ta you because you are black; but 
that is the position. They do not like people to 
preach race hatred. I say emphatically that the whole 
cibjection to people going to work in Britain is bc- 
cause of their colour. Even in some families it would 
be an atrocious crime to import other people to live 
with them in the country; the position is worse than 
when Judas betrayed Christ. This is a practical age 
and we should be able to speak freely. I speak with all 
the freedom I possess; people say that they stand for 
amalgamation but if that means that certain people 
are rubbing against others, i t  cannot work. This is 
1948 and if a man eannot speak as a democrat. then 
he should be dead. I hope that if I have been tread- 
ing on the tender spots of any honourable member or 
persons in the community some good will result. 

Mr. GARNER: I could hardly let this debate go 
on without adding my quota t c  i t  because everybody 
knows that :ny soul is in emigration and the racial 
question. I am sorry that we cannot get a unanimous 
vote this afternoon to censurc not the local Gov~r11- 
nient, because this Government is only a set-up ancl 
i t  really means nothing to me, but the I m ~ e r ; a l  
Government. The honoi~rable senior member for St. 
Joseph has told us-and I have no reason to doubt 
what he has said-that the British n ~ o ~ l e  do not 
wsnt to create any colour problem. That js a w r y  
big statement and i t  boils down to auite a lot. They 
do not want us now but when thpv aw f i a h t i n ~  the 
War  they ,qent Tor us. Th? Brit& 01-ernrnent 
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should be censured and they should know i t ;  there 
s ~ ~ u u ~ u  be a ullallinlous vote gomg to the Searetary 
of State for the Colonies because, after all, we are 
subjects of Great Britam and as such we have cor- 
tribuLed inimemely to her wealth up  to this day. i f  
it is tru, that Britain does not w7ant to create a 
colour problem what does she, leave for the American 
people to do, people who have allowed a certain see- 
lion of their country to be dominated 'by men of 
colour? It is true that the American p~op le  allow 
yon to rise to the highest point within your group blit 
they also put  a bar. I appreciate that because it 
takes away that ugly stigma and brings us together 
in the cause of suffering. Just  a s  it \+-;I* in the days 
slf Mcses and the people so i t  id to-day; I an1 not 
t h c i ~ f o r ~  against the Americans in this matter; bat 
when the British Government say that they do not 
want any colour problem that is say in^ quite a lot. 
They should do everything in their power to assist 
:u wlieving this vexed problem. You lose every- 
thing and you become degenerate when there is 

unemployment. I f  that is the attitude which Britain 
is going to adopt I say that Africa should he given 
hack to us  and we will not ask them to have any 
coloilr problem. They cannot keep A'fri.,~ tell us 
they want raw materials and exploit her and I V ~  cau- 
not get a pick. Something is wrong s o n ~ w l ~ c r c  and 
thic: matter should be put  ;before the Scrtretgry of 
Fl-stc for the Coloniee because we have had i t  from 
the Bovernment Spokesman that thev do not want to 
i.i.cdte any colour problem. There are tllose who 
,lo not know what they are doing; they get a Kttle 
r~ook lemming but when i t  comes to the real issnes 
t h e y  are not very f a r  from the man in thc street, and 
I hrv have to grope their way through the dark. When 
i t  is a question of bread and butter evergho ly will 
fecl tile pinch. There is a great crisis wl:erc work is 
voncvned in  this colony; very little mouzy cnn be 
p ~ i t  In circulation and we know what an cmigration 
s:.h:me will mean to families who have no senss of 
security; so that when t%e Mother Country-I do 
not say the Nother Country from my heart of hearts 
-closes her doors and refuses to share this problem 
with ua, i t  is time tha" she should be censured. Kr .  
Speaker, I will not prolong this matter because 
there is a debate coming up  in  connection with i t  and 
1 will have all the privilege to make my remarks. At 
8 recent meeting of British and Ameriran subject* 
when my oolleague made a certain statement, somo 
honourable members said that if a plebiscit- ~verp 
taken in Barbados and perhaps in the West Indies. 
99% of the pfople would help .Great Bisitain and 
they would not want America. (A MEMBER : N )t 
now). I maintain that  the people are not so inter- 
ested in  the Mother Country but  the country which 
provides them with bread and butter. You do not 
want prestige when you are hungry: hungry peopl17 
do not go to a church for ifood; they go to a shop. Tf 
'Great Britain does not see that this problem is hcttled 
she will lose the affection of her people. Tf sh= Clop? 
not take her people's problem seriously, their alletri- 
snce must be turned to the American people who 
have been giving us  financial aid i n  the past so f a t  
as work is concerned. I say that it would be we11 
for  this House to pass a unanimous vote of cevsiir~ 
of the British Government. This is a big questit-: 
and I can weak for a week on it. Great Britain miIl 
have to  share some of this burden because we have 
helped her in the nast: me have answered her pall 
our  boys have shed their blood on her behalf and ;{ 

t h q  have done that for Great R-ritain i t  is inm~mben' 
unon her to see that  he helps th+ West Tnili~a inq'w? 
bf other people fro? all ovFr Europe. She muc? rc 

member that the home clrum bcats first. This is FI 
big question; this is a statesmanlike and t h s :  

Icing of England should know sonlethiiig a b o u ~  it. 
Ha should know that we arc dissatisfied with the 
chosell policy of Great Britain not to have negrow 
them. They should not only want us when they want 
ram material; they ketp us ill slavery and they are 
afraid that we go among them and learn the arts and 
sciences. I could quote a lol o i  scripture for these 
things. I feel the nece~sity f o r  unselfishness wpeciai- 
ly after the last War and i m a ~ i n e  that we are now 
told that i t  is not the policy 0:' the British Goverrc 
nlent to create any colour problem! I submit that a 
case has been made out against the British Govern- 
ment because we have a redundant population which 
needs bread and butter and tlle people who are re- 
nponsible for helping us are tr!iing us that they do 
rrot want us ;  and they are allowing the people who 
have been their enemies to come in!  That is 6nough 
to make people revolt if they have any dignity. I say 
that with all seriousness because I am inkrested in 
this raejal question. I believe that one day this now 
despised race will be an asset to civilisation. (Cheers). 
We must suffer in order to be cast in the right model 
so that when the time comes we will be purified an~ l  
put in line for such a mission. The Israelites jour- 
neyed through the wilderness for 4Pevears and had to 
pass through certain period&; ::7d this race of mine 
is suffering so that when the world is to be relieve8 
my race will relieve it. This i s  no idle dream; t h b  
is going to be a reality and I am reminded of Chrisb 
when he waiq on the Cross! of Calvary. This is no 
amall matter; i t  means a lot to this world and if 
there is a n y t h ~ i n ~  to-day which gives me peace ?L 
mind i t  is these passages of Scripture. Even if I 
ahould die now this race of mine is going to relieve 
this world. I can well quote these lines:- 

God moves in' a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform; 

He plants His footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm. 

Ye f e a ~ f u l  saints, (fresh courage take, 
The clouds ye so much dread 

Are big with mercy, and shall breal; 
I n  blessings on your head. 

This is no nolitical speech; this is from the qoul  
and what I have said (is going t o  come about. T~ei 
America have her J im Crow people but when tht. 
ff~odpates should go open nobodv will be able t~ 
step this r aw  d mine. Let  England say that, t i l ~ ? ~  
do apt want to h a w  anv colour nroblern but when 
the t ime comes Pverv obstacle shall be removed nTci 
wp shall r o  marchive on to preach to the worlrl that 
there is only one God and one creafio~? and mp 
aP crclatlires of that God a1:d of that creation. 
:Cheers). 

Xr .  COX: I would like to say that I am in 
sympathy with the question which hais bee11 r a i s ~ d  by 
the honourable junior member Tor St. George; it i s  
a question which must be viecvL*d very seriously-. 16 
1s regrettable that a t  this stage of our political hi 
tory, our political development, inereased e d o c a t i a  
and intelligence that peaple like the honour?ble 
senior member for St. C e o r g  wmld have us believe 
that i t  is all well and good for this Government t-1 
tcke up many shiploads of people and carry them to 
Ecgland, Canada or anywhere else and we will be 
on equal terms with the Europeans. I realize that 
thir, type of cheap pol'itics is going too f a r  with the 
unfortunate people who do not know and who cannot 
se- a s  well as we w u l d  likp them to see. I woi~ld 
like to say here and now, whether anybody cares,to 
believe it or not, that I have a h s o l ~ t e ' ~  no didi!:% 



whatever for any race of people ill this world. As 
a matter of fact, I hate to discuss ally colour question 
and I am sorry that such a question has crept inrc 
the debate ; but in this colony all barriers iniaginabls, 
are put in the way of the coloureci people. As a 
matter of fact, I hare found from experience t h a ~  
rich people who spaid their ~ ~ i c a t i o n  in this colony 
hare tried to treat their servants better than ths 
local pcople usually do. 

Mr. SPEAKER': I do not thi i~k that that qumtion 
arises; this is a q~lestion of peop;e einigrat:qg to Eng- 
land, aiid the question of the eirplopmeizt of servauts 
in Barbados has nothing t,o do --;ith it. 

Mr. COX: That has some bearing on the quec;- 
lion, but  if you rule it out of order I shall havi. to 
bow to your ruling. 

Mr. SPEAKER: To be frank, this is a veq- del- 
icate matter; but 1 do not see how the question of 
thp employment of servanb in Barbados has any- 
thin? to do with the  migration of people to England. 

Mr. COX: To reply to the remarks of the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. George. he mould mak? 
us beliere that it is an easy thing for a s  to emigrate 
people to England, Canada or anywhere else and they 
are clad for us. 

Mr. DOWDING: I object to those remarks. 
Mr. SPEAKER: I do not remember the honour- 

able member saying that. I should be glad if the 
honourable senior member for St. l\Eicliael would speak 
in such a manner as would bring back the debate 
where it was originally. 

Mr. COX:  I was malcing the point that there 
is more to this question of emigration than the 
colour question. It is felt 'that if the coloilred peo- 
ple of the We& Indies or anywhere else were to go 
to England they would lower the status of th,> 
Europeans. I know that people who come here and 
who would like to pay decei~t wages to their em- 
ployees have been told not to pay these wages, that 
they can get employees to work for a few shillings 
That l o ~ ~ e r s  the istatus of einployees aiid makes 

~e-  visitors look upon them more lil- 
Mr. SPEAKER: Again I do iiot think that has 

anything to do with the matter before us. 
Mr. COX: If you rule i t  out of order I will have 

to bow to your 'ruling. When speeches are made 
from Ihe floor of this Ho1lse to the effect that people 
can emigrate to Enqlauil, America or anymllere else. 
jt, is not as easy a matter as people wo~lld have us 
believe. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I t  has been p~ in ted  out :hat the 
x,atter is not an easy one. 

Mr. COX:  I t  is not fair for people like the ho11- 
~ u r a b l e  senior member for St. Qeorge to suggest 
that the white and coloured races had anything in 
common although they fought together in the War. 
They lived in different places neverthe1.esls and the 
only time when thes were together was when all 
air raid took place They had to get together then 
in order to save their lives and the honollrable member 
k n o w  that. 

Mr. DOWDING: I would like the honourable 
member to explain what I h o w .  

Mr. COX: The honourable member mentic~tier~ 
something about four people having to sleep under 
one blanket in Italy when one person had three; but 
the four people were coloured people. 
' Mr. DOWDING: I never said that four pcoplc 
slept under one blanket. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I think the hononrabl~ n~eniber 
said that slome people had three blankets and otllers 
had onlv one. Hn did not say whether they vrrp 
Englishmen or of a11v other nptionalitr. 

Mr. COX: T b e ~  to withdraw those remarks. 
however, we can read between the lines. Every non- 

a ~ d  then from the floor of this House some honour- 
able member makes people believe that the Govern- 
n~eiit i; not, doing anything in the way of tryillg to 
einigrat neople. Onlr a few weeks ago the Govern- 
ment tried to pass an Address relative to an emipra- 
tioii scheme to Surinam ancl it met x i th  opposition; 
e17en up to now that address has not been passed $0 

that our population could be relieved. I say that it 
is iiot fair to come to this House week after week 
and make people believe that the Government w ~ n t  
to keep here those who ~vant  to ?migrate. It is t l : ~  
hip lanilo~vner~s, pec;ple like the honourable senior 
member for St. George, T V ~ O  want to keep tile ;).'opie. 
here so that they can get cheap labour. 

hIr. SPEAKER : Again thnr has 11 )t11i11z to do 
wit11 the question befor? the Hcuse. 

3Ir. COX: I f  people like the honou~ able st'ilior 
member for St. George a]-c willing to have pe01>10 
emigratecl how much more is the Government mill- 
iny to bring about an ernipation scheme? People 
should not t ry  out of cheap ~o l i t i c s  to mislead other.; 
in the eoinmunity that the Government i.; not workin_n 
i11 thcir interest. l lT l~~the i -  T heconie popular or not 'L 
?,m prepared as long as T have strength to stand on 
m>- feet and speak as vehemently as I can against 
these dishonest mores whenever I see them. 

Mr. TALMA: B~forc. t l ~ ~  question is put, I shou1,l 
like to say that I am ill aprccm~nt with the sentiments 
exprez:sed bg spealierz: pi.e~iol~s to the last one in S.? 

fa r  a s  this racial qn~stion iq  concerned. T beliew 
that this 1-execl qne~tioii has to be faced a t  some time 
or other and the ,cooiier i t  is faced the better it will be. 
I t  would appear as if the policy of the British 
Goverrimeut in so Par as this racial question is con- 
cerned has not yet been changed; let us therefore 
Eope that this debate this afternoon will talce some 
root and that i t  will be brought to the attention of 
the British Government that the colonials of 1948 ar,? 
thoroughly dissatisfied with certain treatment which 
is being meted out to them by virtue of their skin. 
We know that the coloured cclcnials are not welcomecl 
in Canada and other places. I hear honourable 
membens spealiinr about England not wanting t,) 
create a race problcm; I think that England has a 
race problem to-day. By that I mean that when shrl 
was almost at  the end of her tether she had to look 
to America for assistance. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  Tha: has nothinc to do with thn 
emigration of Barbadians to England. 

Mr. TALMA: There are coloured American 
soldiers in England and if they employ by way cf 
contract 5,000 TVest Indians on their housinp schemes 
that will not make the problem mucih worse than i t  is 
at  present. To blame this Socialist Labour Govern- 
ment for not seeking emigration for the people is 
thc last  thin^ that  any honest-minded member of 
this A~seinbly shonld attempt to do. This Government 
has sought every possible avenue for obtaining emi- 
gration for onr people. Cables in this connection 
are al~vays being sent out and to say that this &v- 
ernment is doing nothing about emigration is entirel- 
unfair and without doundation. I hope that a t  some 
future time this matter will be gone into mora 
thoroughly and the public at  large will realise that 
the Government is doing its utmost in order to 
secure employment in anv measure for  the peopl~.  I 
beg to move that this debate be now postponed. 

Mr. MATT: I bep'to second that. 
Mr. SPEAKER:  T think that the matter has beer: 

debated at  length and it woi~ld be better to allow t l~e  
oneetion that the House adjollr~l for five minntes r ?  
be piit. 

Vr .  TATlMA : T ask leave to withdraw n?v motion. 
There be in^ no objection, the honourable rnelll- 

ber was granted leave to withdraw his motion. 



hers should allow the question to be put. 
Mr. LEWIS : I agree with you to a great extent 

bnt there are other honourable members who would 
like to take part  in the debate. I am asking your 
assistance in this matter: if 1 take my seat after ap- 
pealing to the honourable junior member for St. 
Georgp to withdraw his motion and the honourable 
member withdrew the motion w o ~ l d  he be able to 
raise i t  again? 

I 
Mr. SPEAKEIZ : The motion cannot be vith- 

drawn without the permission of t h ~  House. 
Mr. ADAMS : T suggest that the honourable mem- 

l 
ber withdraw his motion and raise i t  again whenever 
he likes t o  do so. Of course that myill mean that every 
honourable member can speak all over again b11t I do 
not surgest that that should be done. T cannot move 
the adionrnment of the House ~ in t i l  next T u e ~ d z ? ~  
whell there is a motion already 'b'efore the Ho~ise for 
the adionrnment for five minntes. 

Mr. LEWTS: Inasmuch we propose1 to meet on 
Thnrsdav for a narticular purpose. let us fix the 
Order Paper on Thursday for next Tuesday. T feel 
that the solntion to this problem is that me acljonr~l I 

&lr. LEWIS: This is a very interesting debate 
but 1 am going to 'be in great difficulty in voting. l 
would like to hear more of the discussloll and L 
would like take part  in it. The debate started on 
the question or' emigration and it reached a stage 
which I cortsider deplorable when there was an ad- 
mlssioll made of co?our prejudice against workers 
from this colony emigrating to certain countries. 1 
am not attaching any blame to anyone because I 
think the development of the d,e,bate necessitated 
,some latitude being allowed. We deplore this matter 
of colour prejudice and the proper thing for us to do 

A division was taken as follows :- 
Ayes : Messrs F .  L. '~VALCOTT, COX, LEWIS, 

WPP. TAIAIA, ADAMS, and BLACKMAN-7.. 
Noes : Dr. n T a s o ~ ,  Messrs. RAMSAY, SYMMONDS, 

BRANCKER, CRAWFORD, GARNER, MOTTLEY, D O ~ D I N ~ ,  
S. A. WALCOTT and W~JRINSON-'10. 

The question that the words "Tuesday next the  
3rd of February 1948" be inserted in the blank 
created was put and resolved in the affirmative with- 
out division. 

>fr. SPEAKER:  The question now is that this 
Honse do now adjourn to Tuesday next- 

Mr. ADAMS rose to speak. 
Mr. SPEAKER:  I am afraid that I cannot hear 

the hoi~onrable member ; the question is being put. 
>fr. ADAMS: I am just saying that  I propose 

to deal with the Resolutions passed a t  the Montego 
Bay Conference and nothing else on that day. 

The clnestion that this House do now adjourn 
to Tuesday next, the 3rd of February, 1948, was put 
and resolred in the affirmative without division a n b .  
Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House accordin~ly. 

until Thursday. l beg to inove therefore that the 
~ ~ o r d s  "five minutes7' be deleted in order to insert the 
vords "Thursday next, the 29th instant, a t  twelve 
o'clock noon." 

Mr. &LAPP : l beg to second that. 
Mr. CRAUTFORD: I beg to move that the 

words "Tuesday next the 3rd of February, 1948" 
be inserted in place of the words "five minutes." I 
have several important engagements for this week 
and 1 shall not be able to come here on Thursday. 

Mr. GARNER:I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  The honourable member cannot 

would be to pass a Resolution condemning any suc'rl 
thing. I do not see how any vote which we pass this 
afternoon would be censuring anybody for having 
colour prejudiae or  for not taking steps to find all. 

avenue for emigration. 1 am making a suggestioll 
mhich I think will get US out of what I regard a 
dilemma. I suggest that  we should now adjourn and 
leave the Order Piaper in  its present form. 

Mr. SPEAKER: L\ iliotion was made for the 
adjonrnment of the House for five minutes in order 
to discuss the question of emigration and I agree that 
the discnssiol? has degenerated and gone in a certai3 
direction. The House can indicate its feeling 
lrotinq on the motion for the adjournment and thz 
rrmainiler of thp debate w011ld be covered bv  the Par- 
ticular motion before the House which deals with 
emigration. The remainder of the debate which I 
think can be brought up again has nothing to do wit11 
the motion before the HOIISP. I admit that I hav3 
allowed the debate to reach length., which i t  should 
not have reached and I snp~es t  that honourable mem- 

secolld tllat motion. 
Dr. WILSON: I beg to second that. 
Mr. SPEAKER: A mo-tion has been made that 

this H~~~~ do now adjourn for five minutes. 
amendment has been moved that the words "five rnin- 
utes" be deleted and the words "Tllumday next the 
29th instant at twelve noon" be inserted. 
A further amendment has been moved that 
the words 'lTuesday next the 3rd of February, 
194877 he inserted in place of the words 

1 7 7 ~h~ question is that the 
,vords p~oposed to be deleted stand part of t h s  
motion. Honourable members in favour of that will 

sav "Ave'', those againqt will please say " ~ ~ y ~ .  

I think ;hc "koes" have it. The question now is that  
the TVords u~hur sday  next the 29th instant, at twelve 
07cloclr he inserted in the blank created by the 
deletion of the wordq '4fiTre Honourabls 
lnPmbers in faVollr of that will please say a ~ ~ ~ . x  

those against please say ' c ~ o . , ,  I think ths 
"Noes" have it. 




