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SESSION 1947—48

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY DOCUMENT.
Tuesday, 13th July, 1948. Mr, SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 12 o’clock noon to-day.

Present.

His Honour Mr. G. B. EveLYN, (Speaker), Dr.
H. G. CumwmiNs, Messrs. L. B, Smrts, (Chairman of
Committees), K. N. R. Hussanps, F. L. WaLcorr,
M. E. Cox, D. A. FosTER, A. E. 8. LEwis, H. D. BLACK-

MAN, D. D. GarnEr, J. A. Haynes, B.A,, H. A.

Dowbing, and V. C. GALE.
Prayers are read.

MINUTES.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that the Minutes of the two previous meet-
ingg are not yet ready for confirmation.

ILLNESS OF THE CLERK,

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that I received a telephonic communication
yesterday from the Clerk to the effect that he is ill
and is unable to attend the meeting of the House to-
day. I have arranged that the Deputy Clerk should
act as Clerk and Mr. J. C. Armstrong as Deputy Clerk.
to-day. It is necessary for some honourable member
to make motions to carry my arrangements into effect.

On the motion of Dr. CummiIns, seconded by Mr.
Brackman, the Clerk is granted leave of absence
from to-day’s meeting.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING CLERK.

On the motions of Dr. CuMMINs, seconded by Mr.
Brackwmax, the Deputy Clerk is appointed to act as
Clerk at to-day’s meeting.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING DEPUTY CLERK.

‘ On the motion of Dr. CummiIns, seconded by Mr.
BrackMmaN, Mr. J. C. Armstrong ig appointed to act as

: Deputy Clerk at to-day’s meeting,

Mr, ApaMs enters the House and takes his seat.

the House that I have received the Colonial Treasurer’s
Financial Report for the month ended 30th June,
1948.

PAPER LAID.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,— I have the honour
to lay on the table of the House the following
Paper :— :

Message No. 10/1948 from His Excellency the
Governor informing the House, with reference to the
Address dated 1st June, that he has appointed a Com-
mittee {0 enguire into the alleged grievances of motor
bus concessionaires.

NOTICES.

Government Noticeg are given ag follows:—

Dr. CUMMINS: Special Resolution under the
provisions of section 6 of the Volunteer Aect, 1909, as
enacted by section 4 of the Volunteer (Amendment)
Act, 1948 (1948-11).

Dr. CUMMINS: . Resolution to place the sum
of £585 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee to pay a living-out allowance to nurses
at the Barbados General Hospital to 31st Mareh, 1949,

Dr. CUMMINS: ZResolution to authorise the
Governor to enter into agreements with persons to
gerve in the Maternity Hospital in the office of Matron
and in the Barbados General Hospital in any of the
following offices, namely, House Surgeon and Anaes-
thetist, Honse Surgeon, Matron, Assistant Matron,
Sister Tutor and Home Sister, Sister, Radiologist and
Radiographer, subject to the conditions set out in the
resolution.

Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution to place the sum
of £378 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee for (a) the repair and purchase of furni-
ture for the quarters of the Staff Officer, Barbados
Volunteer Force; and (b) the installation of sanitary
facilities in the quarters of the Range Warden of the
Barbados Volunteer Force.

Messrs. MoTTLEY and WILKINSON enter the House
and take their seatg,
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Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution to place the sum of
£1,000 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee in connection with the sending of Barbados
labourers to Dutch Guiana (Surinam) for an experi-
mental emigration scheme, and to meet incidental
expenses in connection therewith.

Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution for £2,600 to supple-
ment the provision in the Estimates for the year
1948-49 under Head XX, Eduecation, i. Elementary,
Ttem 23, Nutrition for Elementary School children.

Mr. BLACKMAN: Resolution that from the
15th August, 1948, the postage on the special air letter
forms provided for that purpose addressed to any
destination set out in the schedule to the resolution
shall be at the rate of six pence per form.

Dr. CUMMINS: BRBill to amend the Vestries Act,
1911 (1911-5).

Mr. S. A. WaLcorr enters the House and takes
hig seat.

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the
House into Committee of Supply at its next meeting
to consider the money Resolutions, with the exeception
of the Resolution relating to the Surinam Emigration
Scheme, of which notice has just been given.

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to ask leave to
move the suspension of Rules 88 and 89 to deal with
the Resolution for £1,000 relating to the emigration
of settlers to Surinam.

e, WirgoN enteis the House and takes his seat.

Mr. Dowving gives notice of the following
Address :—

The House of Assembly
To :
His Excellency the Governor.

The House of Assembly respectfully request
Your Excellency to enquire from the Vestries of the
parishes of this island what sum or sams of money
would be required to effect the necessary repairs to
houses damaged by the recent winds and rains with a
vitw to sending down the necessary Resolution to the
Houses of the Legislature providing funds for
effecting the same,

QUESTIONS

Mr. . L. WALCOTT: To enguire of the senior

member of the Executive Committee present in the
House at the next meeting :—
L Will the Government take immediate steps to
ascertain the damage dome to houses during the wind-
gborm on the 5th July, 1948, and provide financial
assistance wherever the circumstances require it?

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to disallow that ques-
tion, in view of the Address of which notice was
given earlier by the honourable senior member for
St. George -dealing with the same subject.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: To enquire of the senior
member of the Hxecutive Committee present in the
House at itg next meeting:

Will the Government take immediate steps to
install electricity in the Speightstown Boys’ School,
St. Peter.?

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : To enquire of the senior
member of the Executive Committee present in
the Hous~ at its next meeting :—

Will the Government make a statement ag to
the future plans for the re-organization of the
Barbados Welfare Limited?

BILL READ A FIRST TIME
On the motion of Dr. CummIns, geconded by Mr.

BrACKMAN, a Bill to amend the Vestries Act, 1911
(1911-5) is read a first time.

U

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 AND 89

On the motion of Mr. ApaMs, with leave, sccond-
ed by Mr. BuackmaN, Rules 88 and 89 are suspended
to enable the House to deal with the Resolution for
£1,000 in connection with the Emigration Scheme
to Surinam at to-day’s meeting.

INSTRUCTION TO THE COMMITTEE OF
SUPPLY

On the motions of Mr. Apawms, seconded by Mr.
BLACRMAN in each case, the House decides that it
be an instruction to the Committee of Supply when
the House is in Committee of Supply to deal with
the Resolution for #£1,000 relating to the Suri-
nam Emigration Scheme and also to deal with Reso-
lution No. 3 of Order No. 1.

Mr. BrRaNCKER enters the House and takes his
seat.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order is to resume
Committee of Supply to consider the grant of sums
of mioney for the service of the Colony.

Mr. Speaker leaves the ‘Chair and the House
resumes Committee of Supply, Mr. SmitH being in
the Chair.

Mr. SymmonDs -enters the House and takes his
seat.

COURSE OF TRAINING FOR OBSTETRICIAN AT THE
MATERNITY HOSPITAL

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,—The first
Resolution with which we shall deal is No. 3 — a
Resolution for £1,017 (to be subsequently refunded as
a free grant under the provisions of the Colonial
Development and We'fare Act) to meet the cost of a
course of training for the obstetrician at the
Maternity Hospital. Honourable members will see
from the addendum that this amount should have
been taken from funds provided for the Maternity
Hospital under Scheme D. 414 but the Secretary of
State decided that the cost of the officer’s traiming
should be confined to a separate Scheme. The ob-
stetrician has been away, taken the course, returned
and taken up the duties. The transaction is a proper
one and I beg to move that this Resolution do now
pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN: T beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Before you put the question, Sir,
I would just like to say that while the honourable
member may be quite correct in saying that this ig a
proper transaction it is obvious that by thig means
the Government of Barbados will lose the amount
mentioned in this Resolution from the block grant
that is mow given by Colonial Development and
Welfare because if it were a specific scheme that
was dealt with before the block graut of £800,000 was
allotted to Barbados, we would get back this amount
but now that there is a block grant, if we transfer
any amount from that, we are going to lose that
amount. Not that we are going to use the £800,000
because it does hot look so and it may be that in
8 or 10 years’ time that will lapse too. However, T
would like to point out that by this method we are
| definitely losing this amount from the block grant.
) The question that this Resolution do now pass
is put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

RESOLUTION RE EMIGRATION TO SURINAM

_Dr. CUMMINS: The other Resolution with
which we shall deal is' for the sum of £1,000 to be
placed at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
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Committee in connection with the sending of Barba-
dian labourers to Dutch Guiana (Surinam) for axn
experimental emigration scheme and to meet inci-
dental expenses in connection therewith. It is well
known, I belicve, to honourable members that the
Surinam Commission have arrived in the island and
from to-day have entered upon their duties. This
£1,000 is to enable us to get om with th: scheme.
Part of it will be spent in sending the Labour In-
spector to Surinam for a short period so that he
can acquaint himself of conditions down there and
sce that the labourers who do go are satisfied. Some
of this money will be recovered later on from the
Surinam Government. I beg to move that this Reéso-
lution do now pass. :

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to seeond that.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman,—While I am
very glad to see this scheme going into operation 1
would like to ask a few questions in eonneetion with
it. First of all, I would like to know if the emigrants
will be treated under the contract that was arranged
by the delegation that went to Surinam sometime ago,
in which case the cost of transportation and so on
will be paid by the Surinam Govermment; also
whether the land that was agreed upon for the use
of the settlers will be still available.

Dr. CUMMINS: As regards the question about
transportation, the junior member for St. John will
be in a better position to amswer that than I am. As
far as I khow, the thimgs that were formerly agreed
upon still held good. There was only one thing
about which the delegation vag not satisfied, that is,
the question of housing which has since been reetified.

Mr. BLACKMAN: So far as I know, the con-
tracts will be made between the owners of the plan-
tations and the labourers; the Government of Suri-
nam will not be in it.

Mr. LEWIS: T would just like to remark this:
It is usual in Resolutions of this kind to state the
rates at which these allowances are going to be given
to the persons we are sending abroad. I do not
see them stated here and I can only say that T hope
they will be adequate. What you have to remember
jg that there is a difference in the currencies of the two
countries. This House has discovered that it cannot
even leave it to the members of the Executive Com-
mittee to get goodl allowances for themselves and I
sincerely hope ‘that they are not sending somebody
to Surinam and are not giving him adequate .allow-
ances so that he could oceupy, in Surinam, the posi-
tion which a liaison officer should occupy.

Drr. CUMMINS: If honourable members insist
on getting that information before the vote is passed
I will ask for the postponement of the further con-
sideration of the Resolution. )

Mr. LEWIS: I -am not asking for that. I only
express the hope that the allowanees will be adequate,
otherwise the Executive Committee may have to send
down a supplementary resolution because I feel that
our liaisen officer should be in a position to maintain
his prestige and independence zo that he could look
after these workers properly.

Mr. GARNER: I would rather have this Resolu-
tion postponed because there are cerain questions
whick I want to ask and the information, it seems,
will not be forthcoming to-day. I think we ought
to kmow more about thig scheme before we send
labourers down there. I wawt to kmow if we are
dealing with the Government of Surinam or
private employers in Surinam in this matter. T want
to know something more about it and if the members

who is in charge of the Resolution would get up @nd .

!
" explain the matter I would be willing to let the Le-
' solution pass to-day.

Mr, CRAWFORD enters the House and takes his
weat,

Dr. CUMMINS: 1 repeat that if honourable
members want further information I am willing 10
postpone the further consideration of the Resolution
and get the information.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am not a member of the -
Goverament or anything like that; but what I cannot
understand is this. If any honourable member wants
information, let him get up and ask for it. What
is the use of suspending the Rules to deal with this
Resolution 1o~day and then before we get half way
in the debate we are asked to postpoene the further
eensideration of it? It looks childish.

Mr. WILKINSON: I do met think that any
honourable member wants this Resolution postponed
indefinitely.  Apparemtly, certain members want a
little more information which, I think, is reasonable.
An honourable member wants to knew what allow-
ance will be made to thig liaison offieer per day while
bhe is in Surinam and another homnourable member
wants to-know whether the original agreement will
be adhered to, that is to say, if the settlers prove to he
satisfactory, whether they will be given the option to
own land. I do think it is reasonable to postpone the.
Resolution for an heur or two so as to get the infor-
miation but not until next week.

Mr, MOTTLEY : Personally I would like to see
that thigs Resolution ig passed to-day or even now. But
in the addendum to the Resolution mention is made
of the sending of the Labour Inspector to act as liaison
officer during the imitial stages of the emigration and
also of provision that has been made to pay expenses
on behalf of the Surinam Commission ag advamces
to be recovered later from the Government of Suri-
nam. Surely the honourable member in charge of the
Resolution should give us information as fully as
pessible. T should like the honourable member to tell
us something more about thege expenses on behalf of
the Surinam Commisison ag advances to be recovered
later. The senior member for St. Andrew wants to’
know whether the contracts are entered inte with the
Government of Surimam or with private employers
in Surinam. Let wug hear some fuller information. It
is not unreasonable to ask for it.

Mr. BLACKMAN: 1 happen to be a member of
the delegation that went to SBurinam and we presented
a Report. A copy of that Report was given to every
member of this House, and this House passed
an Address asking the Governor to give effeet to
it. Ag the result, the Governor got in touch with the
Surinam Government which has sent a Commission to
select the first batch of settlers. A copy of the con-
tract was attached to the Report and that contract
shows that it will be entered into by the particular
plantation, in this case it is Marienburg Sugar Estate,
and the particular settlers. The last paragraph of the
addendum to the Resolution states that provision is
also made for miscellaneous expenditure and to pay
expenses on behalf of the Surinam Commission as
advances to be recovered later from the Government
of Surinam, I take it that the Barbados Government
will be seeing after the putting up of the Commission-
ers while they are here and the expenses ineurred in
so doing will be recoverable from the Surinam Gov-
ernment.

Mr. LEWIS: We should not put ourselves in a
false position. T understand that this emigration"
scheme is going to be on the lines of the temporary
emigration scheme to the U.S.A., that is to ray we are
going to have Government spomsorship but ‘the eon-
tracts will be privately entered into. Ag-far ag the
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last paragraph of the addendum is concerned 1 would
iike to say thig, 1f the Surinam Commissloners camse
nere and started to pay thewr bus iares and motor
car hire in guilders 1 do not think the people would
like to take them, so the Government would have to
advance vhem Jjocal currency and then there wil
be an adjustment between this Government and the
Surinam Government. 1f the Commissioners were
coming; from Trinidad they would bring Trinidad
notes but these Commissioners from Surinam will be
bringing guilders which the local people would not
want to take. If you are going to postpone this
Resolution and somebody is going to tell youn that the
information you want is contained in the Message
that was sent to you and in the report that was eir-
culated or in the Address you passed, then I think you
will be placing yourselves in a false position. After
all, the Commissioners arrived yesterday and already
there ig the feeling in Barbadeg that the membery of
the House of Assembly are willing to have an emigra-
tion scheme but are also willing to block it when it
starts, if certain people are not in the forefront of it.
I feel that if we have forgotten what we have stated
about this emigration scheme, it would be well to
refresh our memories. So far as I understand the
scheme from the beginning, the Authorities in Surin-
am are going to pay the transportation costs, The only
thing which hag been left out, ag far I can see, is
that some of this money is to pay insurance. I do
fesl that it would be g serious mistake if the people
of Barbados, especially their representatives in the
House of Assembly, gave the impression, while the
recruiting people are here, that we know all about
this matter already but we want to stop this emigra-
tion to Surinam for some reason othér than in the
general interest of the labourers who will be going to
Surinam. It would be rather unfortunate if we
gave that impression,

Mr., SYMMONDS: Mr. Chairman,—I am one
of those who would like to wee this Resolution pass
without further delay. But the honourable member
who has just sat down has asked if proper provision
Jis made, as regards the allowances to the liaison
officer who it is proposed should be sent with the
emigrants and following that question other honour-
able memberg have asked for further information in
the matter. What I want to say now ig this: This
House is entitled to know how much it is proposed to
spend upon this particular officer who ig being sent
to Surinam. I remember, as a member of the Commit-
tee which considered the report of the delegation
that went to Surinam, that we urged that a liaison
officer be sent to protect our workers in a strange
land but I am suggestino that although we are en-
titled to the information that is being sought, yet the
urgency of sending labourers abroad is so great
that we should not cause any delay in the carrying
out of this scheme. On ev:ry hand we have been
trying our best to further emigration schemes and
even though this be on a small scale I am throwing
out the suggestion to honourable members to waive
their right to this particular information because
of the urgency of the matter. I say again that
the junior member for the City is the person who
first asked for further information in this matter
and he now wants to censure other honourable
members for asking for information.

Mr. LEWIS: 1 did not propose to postpone
it until the information is obtained. If the allow-
ance is not sufficient, the officer would make proper
representation and I suppose the House would grant
the additional amount.

Mr. GALE: T do not think it is n-ce:sary to
postpone this Resolution. The addendum states

that the Labour Inspector will act as liaison officer
during the initial stages of the emigration for a
period of two to five weeks and it is obvious that
1t would be necessary for him to spend more money
if he remaing in Surinam for five weeks than 1f he
remains for two weeks. As regards paragraph 3
of the addendum, these Commissioners will have
certain expenses Whlle they are here; the Government
will make advances to them while they are in this
island angd the money so spent will be refunded when
they return to Surinam. I cannot see any difficu ty
in that; it is really an instance of much ado about
nothing.

Mr. CRAWKFORD: What really mystifies me
is that for some weeks now, the Government knew
that the Surinam Commission would be coming this
week. The Government also knew that this money
would be needed ; therefore, what excuse can there be
for waiting untll the last moment to present this Re-

solution before this House? Why was not a copy of -

this Resolution sent to each honourable member so
that they could go through the report of the dele-
gation and refresh their memories on the facts of
the case and also peruse the terms of the contract
so that any points that arise to-day may be fresh in
their minds and would be dealt with expeditiously?
As the matter now stands, not only honourable mem-
bers but even the members of the Government them-
selves apparently have not bothered to refresh their
memories as to the faets of the ease and they find them-
selves in the embarrassing position of not being able
to answer questions which are asked even by back-
benchers, I  believe that no harm can be
done if this matter is postponed for a week. As
a matter of faet the Surinam Commisgion is now
here and it would be apropos if steps were taken

to interview the commission on the question of the -

wages for a Barbadian emigrant. Last year when
we sent our delegation to Surinam the Government of
St. Lmecia also sent one. All the facts T have not
here with me but I know that it is correct to say
that the St. Luecian delegation reported that the
Trade Union leaders in Surinam had particularly
asked them not to accept the wage rate of 4/6 a da3
because if they did so, it would be putting them in a
peculiar position, masmueh as they, in Surinam,

were endeavouring to get the wage rate raised te

at least 5/6 a day. As a matter of fact Mr. Eleager
who was one of the leaders of the Surinam Trade
Union told the St. Tmecian delegation that they had
their election this year, that they hoped to capture
six seats and that they were making the gu-stion
of an increase in the wage rate for Surinam workers
one of the vlanks in their political platform; that
if foreign West Indian labourers are willing to come
in fto work for less than what the Trade Uriop in
Surinam was demanding, it will readily be s~en the
position in which they would be plaeed On my
way from Jamaica last year T stopped in Trinidad
and met Messrs. Carasco and Schouten, members of
the St. Lucian delegation, and they told me that they
were making reference to this state of affair; in
their report,—a copy of which I have obtained
and I can emphasize the point. No mention of 1t
was made in the report of the Barbadiap delegation
and I do not know for what reason they did not see
fit to make some reference to it because I certainly
got the impression that the same representatione
which were made to the St. Lmeian delegation with
regard to this important question of wages were
also made to the Barbadian delegation. I am not
in a position to say to-day, although T possibly
would be next Tuseday, whether or not the Election
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came off and what were the results but I do know
that representations were being made in St. Lucia
with the view to seeing to it that the accepted wage
rate by the St. Lucia Government does not conflict
with the wage rate which is being demand:d by the
Trade Union in Surinam and this Government
would be putting itself in a very invidious position
if it accepted a wage rate which hag been publicly
declared to be less than what the workers in Suri-
nam were demanding ‘and possibly less than what
they are getting mow. In view of this and other
points which have been raised I think that no harm
would be done if this Resolution was postponed for
another week. I really have some important facts
which have recently come into my possession in eon-
nection with the entire question of emigration to
Surinam and if I had the faintest idea that this
Resolution would have been before us to-day I would
have had those facts here. It is not fair to us.
It is not a case of a situation arising overnight; it
ig a situation which the Government knew weeks ago
would arise and there is absolutely no exeuse at
all for sending this Resolution to us only to-day
and expecting us to vote this money without any
further ado. I submit that now the Commission
is here is the time for us to clarify the question of
wages and even allow the Government to take up
these matters with them. We are looking for trouble
if we send Barbadian workers down there and
say we are going to accept the wage rate against
which the Trade Union in Surinam is making the
most strenuous protestations.

Mr. 8. A. WALCOTT: I cannot see my way to
put any stumbling block in the way of this Resolution
but, Sir, I am very disappointed at the way the Gov-
ernment members are handling it. They can answer
no questiong at all that are asked. I think it is a dis-
graceful state of affairs that a matter like this should
be placed so suddenly before us and they can answer
no questions at all about it. Most of us are only too
sorry that there are not 500 or 5,000 families going
to Surinam instead of only fifty. I certainly would
not agree to put off this Resolution for a week because
these gentlemen may leave Barbados and go somt~
where else and get fifty families. The question which
has been asked on thig side of the table seieks to obtain
protection for each man, woman and child that are
going to Surinam and I consider that it should have
besn answered much better than it has been answered.
We are only frying to protect the emigrants by see-
ing that they are not called upon to sign the wrong
contract. Do not let anybody get the impression that
any of us on this side of the House do not wish this
matter to go through. I shall support this Resolu-
tion. :

Mr. COX: It is remarkable at times to see the
attitude of some memberg of this House. Ag we all
know, the question of emigration is a burning one in
Barbados. We know, Sir, that on many occasions
Addresses have been introduced into this House
hurriedly in the endeavour to do something to get
some of our surplus population out of the island but
vou will notice, Sir, that the attitude of some members
is just like that of the old sailor who wag looking for
work but at the same time was praying to God that
he would not find any. The position ig that the Suri-
nam Commission came here and discussed the question
.of emigration with members of the Governmen? as wel’
as with members of this House in their private capac-
jty. An Agreement was reached and an Address was
passed by this House asking the Government tosend a
delegation to Surinam to investigate the possibilities
of sending some of our people there,” The delegation
was sent and has reported and’its report, as far as

I can gather, ig favourable to many of the members
oy vhis House. DBut what happens now? After cer-

tain provisions were made, the Surinam Commission

has again come to thig ecountry to recruit some of our
people as settlers in Surinam and I wonld like to
say that whether they be one or 50 or 50,000 settlers,
it is a help to this country. Well, the Government
imimediately sends this Resolution to this House. I
took it that we were all agreed upon emigration ; that
we were all conversant with the recommendataions of
the delegation to Surinam and I felt that we were
all too glad to get, these people out as quickly as
possible, realizing what conditions are in this country.
Now we find to-day some members who are supposed
to be champions of emigration are telling us that this
matter should be postponed. For what reason they
alone know but I feel that no time should be wasted
in passing thig or any other Resolufion which will re-
sult in immediate relief being brought to the many
unemployed in this country. We all know that a
short time ago it wag expected that 1,000 of our work-
ers would have gone to the U.S.A.; that has fallen
through. Now the time comes when we are absolute-
ly sure of getting 50 families out. Why not let us
do our best and use up ag little time as possiblz to try
to get these people out? I think, Sir, that the attitude
of certain members is really queer, when wé remember
that from the housetops and platforms all over this

island, the question of emigration ig raised. The Gov- -
accused of doing nothing in the -

ernment is
matter and yet when the Government doeg something

and presents something tangible you find people who -

claim to be interested—and to be even more interested

than the Government—being the first to get up to try

to block the passage of it. That, in itself, should
convinee the public that these people who try to make
them believe that they are inferested in getting them
out are the least willing to do so.

) Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I do not want to prolong
thig debate but I should like to say that if this Com-
mittee has any willingness to postpone this Resolu-
tion, the people who will benefit from this scheme have
no willingness that it should be postponed. Too many
people have been making enquiries of me about this
matter and it grieves me to see the shameless conduct
of some people. I am surprised to hear the senior mem-
ber for St. Thomas intimate his willingness to pos-
tpone this Resolution. We suspended Rules 83 and 89
so that this matter could be dealt with to-day and a
few minutes after, we are suggesting that it be post~
poned. I will say this for the benefit of those honoura-
ble members who seem to be paying no attention to
what has been done in this House. We passed an Ad-
dress to the Governor after the delegation returned
from Surinam and presented its report. The guestion
of wages was mentioned in the report and the Address
to the Governor asked the Government to implement
the recommendations of the delegation as contained
in its report. We have already gone on record as baving
approved of the wages and now members are saying
that they want further information on that question.

A question was asked about the allowaneces to the
Labour Inspector who is being sent to Surinam as
liaison offiesr but the honourable member who asked
that question has stated that he is not willing to have
the Resolution postponed to get the information. The
senior member for St. Philip asked certain qu-stions
and presses hig request for the information. The
sénior member for St. Andrew asked whether the
labourers would. be employed by the Government of
Surinam or by private employers in Surinam and the
junior member for St. John answered that awuestion.

But if honourable memberg know anything about in- -
ternational labour organization, they would know -
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that even if the labourers were employed by private
employers in Surinam, this Government would have
to come in to ste that the contracts are proper con-
tracts to be entered into in a foreign councry. Mem-
bers of the House are wasting time asking a lot of
nonsensical questions, istead of ge.ting through with
this scheme which is for the benefit or people whom
they represent., I challenge honourable members who
would postpone this Resolution because they know
the consequence of postponing a measure like this.
Mr. GARNER:: I do not want to carry on this
debate but I fail to see how any one member can pre-
. vent me from asking for information which I want. [t i
our duty as representatives of the people to find out
the {erms and eonditions under which these emigrants
will be going to Surinam. 1 am not one of those who
say ‘‘emigration for emigration sake.”” This emigra-
tion scheme must mean something for the people who
avail themselveg of it. We may be sending these
people into a death trap. I have my own conscience
which guidizs me and I am no.hing: to do with what
any other honourable thinks or does. I want to know
whether these labourers will be insured by thig Gov-
ernment or by the Surinam Government. What pro-
tection are they getting by way of insurance? This
matter has been thrust upon me only this morning
and I did not have time to study it. I do not want
to be a stumbling block in the path of emigration but
at the same time I do not want to see emigration take
place at any price. 1 want to know that these labour
ers are going under the safest conditions possible.
There i3 a further question which I would like to ask.
It is all right for persons who sit heré to be able to
drive in their cars and live in comfort. It is stated,
Mr. Chairman, in the addendum that the Labour In-
spector is being sent to act ag liaison officer during the
initial stages of -the emigration for a period of two
to five weeks. These labourers are going to a country
where a foreign language is spoken and I want to
know if an interpreter will be placed at their dis-
posal. We have to get something more tangible than
what is stated on this piece of paper before us. So
when T said that this Resolution should be postponed
1 was not opposing for the sake of opposition, I have
the interest of the people who are going to Surinam
at heart. Another thing is this. In previous cases,
the amount of the subsistence allowance hag been
mentioned on every oceasion but in this case, it is not
and I would like to know something about that. An-
other thing T would like to know is this, In the Address
which we passed we stated that we would like an effort
to be made to get g little more money for the labourers
who are going and I would like to know if that has
been done and if it has been done, what is the out-
come. You do not take up people and send them out
of their country in this uncertain manner. Who
knows that to-morrow morning people will be ap-
proaching me and asking me questions about this
emigration scheme and T would not be in a position
to answer them? T do not know the Government’s

poliev. The Government has failed up to now to put
certain facts before us. Has the Government
been suceessful in getting for theg. lahourers

an increase of the wages which have bieen offered? I
want some facts about that and if T do not get answers
to my questions I will talk all day. I do not care
who says that I am holding up this matter but T want
to know that all the points which T have raised have
been settled. ,

Mr. HUSBANDS : Unlike all the other members
of this House T was not a sittine member when the
report of the delegation that went to Surinam was
laid on this table hut T have been led to understand
that the question of wages formed part of that report

L~

and this House agreed to the passing of the report.
1 do not, therefore, see the wisdom in holding up the
passing of thig Resolution if honourable members have
already had the information about the wages that are
offered to these emigrants. It seems to me that we are
acting like children, if affer we have had the m-
formation on the question of wages we go and blame
the Government for accepting too low wages for these
emigrants. As far as hinting that Surinam will
probably prove a death trap is concerned, again I
understand that the report of the delegation covered
the health conditions in ihat country and, therefore,
I do not see that honourable members have any
excuse for holding up this Resolution. I am one of
those who invite criticism as far as this Govcrn-
ment is concerned but the junior member for St.
Philip certainly seems to be rather wide of the mark
when he spoke about insurance of these labourers
becauss again I understand that no mention was
made about the question of insurance. The hon-
ourable member is just trying to be wise after the
event. I repeat that I see no reason why we should
bold up the passing of this Resolution since wo all
claim that we are intcrested in finding outlets for
our surplus population. This Resolution shou'd be
passed now.

Mr. BLACKMAN: So far as the wages are con-
cerned I would like to say this: If the senior mem-
ber for St. Philip had told us that the delegation from
St. Lucia had bezn able to sccure better wages than
the delegation from Barbados gecured I wouid have
been able to see something in his argument but he
has not attempted to do that. 'The delegation from
Barbados went into the wages question while we
were there and it was found by Mr. Chase who
knows a lot about that phase of the question and
who went into the books of the plantations that it
was impossible to pay more than the wages which
were offered at that time. I do not know anything
about plantations but Mr. Chase went through
the books and was satisfied about the wages that
were offcred. . As regards the language spoken in
Surinam, we all went into several schools and there
was not a gingle person in those schools who does
not speak Bnglish, Unlike Barbados, the people
in Surinam know English just as well ag they
know Duteh. I have not met a single person in
Surinam who does not speak English; therefore, the
question raised by the junior member for St. Philip
about these labourers not being able to understand
the language spoken in Surinam does not arise.
A« regards the senior member for St. Philip, he
said that some Trade Union leader in Surinam
had approached the delegation from St. Lucia with
respect to the question of wages. That gentleman
also approached the delegation from this island but
I did not feel that it was any part of the business
of the Barbados delegates to assist the Iabour
Union in Surinam in fighting the employers there.
T felt it was far more important for us to get per-
«ons who are unemployed in Barbados out of Barbados
than to go about fighting people about wages in other
countries. That is the way I feel about that phase of
the matter.

Mr, CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman— T never
thought that T would sit here and listen to the typ2
of remarks made by an honourable member in the
position of the honourable member who has just
spoken as I have heard to-day. With regard to the
question of wages, the junior member for St. John
who was 'Chairman of the delegation that went from
thig island to Surinam said that they were approach-
ed by the Trade Union leaders in Surinam on th-
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question of wages but that he did not think it was
their business to heip to fight the battle of the
workers in Surinam ; that what was their business was
to get work for unemployed Barbadians. Ie
further stated that Mr. Chase went into the question
of wages and into the books of the plantations and
found that it was impossib e for thim to pay more.
‘Well, well, well! Mr. Chase knows more aboui plan-
tations in Surinam than the Trade Union l.aders in
Surinam! What the honourable member wants to tell
us to-day is this: We are to pick up Barbadian
workers and send them to Surinam to be strife
makers, to be black-leggers. The Trade Union in
Surinam is fighting for more wages. The Trade
Union leaders in Surinam, Messrs. Eleazer and
Vaneer, made it their businesg to go to both of the
delegations and toll them they were fighting a gen-
eral election on this question of wages. In their
report the St. Lucian delegates stated that the only
important reservation which the Trade Union lead-
ers made was that the rate of 476 a day should not
be accepted. Messrs. Eleazer and Vaneer told the
delegations that they were planning to get all th-
agricultural workers in the Agricultural Workers
Union; that they were also hoping to secure about six
seats in the 1948 Election; and that they were not
prepared to accept a wage rate that is less than the
equiva’ent of approximately 5/6 per day in British
West Indian Currency. Now we are going to send
workers into Surinam to work for lcss than the Suri-
nam workers are demanding, simply because the
junior member for St. John did not think it was the
business of the Barbadian delegation to go into the
question of wages and because another wonderful
member of the delegation went into the books of
the plantationg and discovered that the owners could
not pay more. I am saying this advisedly: When it
comes to getting thousands of workers out of this
country, a lot of people who can assist sit on the
fenee but when it comes to a small experimental
scheme like this-—it may not be anything larger—
a lot of pcople want to take the credit for it. I am
prepared to say this: If Surinam could have got
workers anywhere else they would never have come
here at a'l and after the remarks of the junior mam-
ber for St. John T am definitely going to vote against
the passing of this Resolution to-day. I can sce
where we are heading for. I can sce that we are
heading to send workers down there because the

Surinam plantation owners want to get them to work-

for smaller wages and to use them as a threat to the
workers of that country. That is the whole thing
and unless these workers go under a proper guaran-
tee and proper protection there ig going to be a lot
of trouble when they get there- I can well imagine
what is going to be said—Barbadians coming in to
work for 4/6 a day and we are trying to get more;
coming into our eountry to keep our wage rate low,
coming into our country to work for less than we are
getting. Tt is a very serious state of affairs. The
Surinam Commission wenf to Jamaica but they re-
ported that they did not want Jamaiean workers at
all because while they were there there was a lot
of disconter't among the workers. The workers
were on strike and the Po'ice were using tear cag and
the delegation reported that they did not want work-
ers from Jamaica. Tt was also reported that in so
far =5 Barbados is concerned, workers from this
country should be taken only if thev cannot «et
workérg from somewhere else and the delegation
aleo stated in their report that they would not be
surnrised if the Barbadian workers introduced dis-
content into Surinam. As a matter of fact. this is
what the Commission that came here reported:—

““Not under any cirecumstances does the Commission
think it advisable to recommend—

The CHAIRMAN: Is that som¢thing you are
reading from?

Mr. CRAWFORD: Yes.

THE CHAIRMAN: When you are finished, you
will have to pass it on to the Clerk as a document
of the House. .

Mr. CRAWFORD: Certainly, if you want it—
with pleasure. Ag a maiter of fact you will notice
that 1 took the precaution to secure a copy for you.
T'he Commission state 1n their report ‘‘not under any
circumstaneeg doeg the Commission think it advisable
to recommend large scale emigration from Barbados
until small scale experiments have been conducted,
over a eertain period (¢.g.—three to six months) and
make it possible to draw firmer conclusions than those
which the Commission can reach at present.”” They
went on to state:— ‘It is the Commission’s opinion
that it would be unwise to discard the possibility of
emigration from Barbados as long ag it is not sure
whether sufficient gkilled labour can be obtained from
elsewhere.”” In other words, if they find that they
can get labourers somewhere else they would discard
Barbados; if they find that they cannot get them elge-
where, only then will they take them from Barbados.
Their report goes on:—‘The men who were partially
or totally unemployed and went to U.S.A. have now
become unsuited to life on the Surinam plantations,
first because of local conditions there and, secondly,
because of the large differences in wages. Surinam
is destined to receive people who work on sugar
plantations and, at present, have either no- full
daily employment or very irregular employment.
When they are employed they work only four days
a week. To adapt themselves to a regular schedule
of five days a week throughout the year will probably
cause difficulty. Only practical experience will show
whether these people are again capable of working
regularly., Further, it must be noted that the Barba-
dian may not be an easy-going type of individual.
Deeply attached to his country, with city life at hand,
and accustomed to beautiful roads, absence of mud
and non-existence of malaria, he may think emigration
not worth while. When the Barbadiang who resolve
to emigrate remember the easy life they had at home,
they may grow dissatisfied with what Surinam has
to offer. And, as stated above, there is a chance that
their leaders will support them in this view. It is
therefore, a possibility that immigration of Barbadi-
ans on a large scale may introduce discontent into
Surinam. From the point of view of the Surinam
immigration plan’’ — and this is what ig called the
pitee de resistance—‘‘the St. Lucian is more suitable
than the Barbadian. He is of a more sober disposi-
tion, less organised, less educated, accustomed to
lower wages,”’—do you see what I tell you? They
are looking to see if they can bring in workers for
less than what is paid in Surinam—“and a lower
standard of living. Nevertheless it is doubtful wheth-
er he will adapt himself to Surinam conditions.”” And
very much more in that strain. Now, Sir, the Com-
mission have practically admitted that they are only
recruiting: here because they cannot get workers else-
where and the junior member for St. John who was
Chairman of the Barbados delegation has had to admit
that the Trade Union leaders in Surinam raised the
question of wages with his delegation, although not a
single word was said about it in their report. If T
had not read the report of the St. Lucian delegation
I would not have known anything about it. Not a
sinele reference to it in their revort! The first time
T heard it was when T met Messrs. Carasco and
Schouten at Queen’s Park in Trinidad last August.

f
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I came back expecting to see something about it in
the delegation’s report and I saw nothing about it.
When I received a copy of the report of the St.
Lucian delegation, they emphasized it in their report
and now we are being told to-day that Mr. Chase
.who, perhaps, has never been to Surinam before in
all hig life, who, perhaps, knows as much about plan-
tation work in Surinam as he knows about plantation
work in the Philippines, went into the books and
satisfied himself that the plantations in Surinam can-
not pay more than 4/6 a day. As a matter of fact
the St. Lucian delegation reported that the cost of
living in Surinam was much higher than it was in
St. Lucia and that is one of the reasons why they could
not accept that wage rate. Finally, Sir, some other
honourable gentleman wants to claim that people
want to oppose this Resolution or thig scheme merely
with the purpose of embarrassing the Government;
he seems to suggest that the best attitude to adopt
would be to sit and say nothing, let the Government
go ahead and when the scheme blows up in the air
in a short time from now we will be able to see
where we are. If anybody wanted to embarrass the
Government, we would say nothing at all; w= woild
accept the situation, let the labourers go on down
and if when they land there thcy get into a fight
immediately with the Surinam workers, then we
will see where we are. We can rest assured that
if we allow them to go under the conditions pro-
posed here to-day, if there is no change in th- situa-
tion we can expect to have a lot of trouble coming
out of Surinam. I sincerely hope that now that
honourable members have heard for themselves what
is the exact position with regard to the question of
wages, they will be able to appreciate what a wonder-
ful job the delegation which went from this island
to Surinam did in eompiling its report.

Mr. SYMMONDS: I do not want to keep mem-
bers of the House long on this matter but I am
going to appeal to honourable members not to post-
pone this Resolution., Let ug get on with it. The
arguments raised by honourable members showing
up the difficulties in the arrangements are things
which were discussed in Select Committes and to
which special reference was made in the Address
which we passed to the Governor. T think it was
stated in the Address that some attempt should be
made to see if better wages could be obtained, We
have the assurance that that attempt has been made
(Cheers). In this island to-day with unemployment
on a large scale, even the sendine of fifty families
out of it will be an immediate relief. T take it that
we will all be watching the development of this
scheme and wishing it every success and if there are
difficulties now, as we go along we will do our best
to remedy them. (Cheers). I appeal to honourable
members to pass this Resolution to-day.

Mr. ADAMS: T wish to congratulate the hon-
ourable member who has just sat down on looking
at the interest of the community and not playins
politics. Ome is amazed to think that the senior
member for St. Philip should read what he has
read. He knows all of that: all of it is accurate and
yet he takes the stand he has takén. T hope I do
not have cause to regret saying any of the things I
am going to say because there are occasions when
absolute silence is the only method to adopt to get
things done. When T was in Montego Bay, Jamaica,
in September last year T was given the assuranue from
a first-class source that the activities of an officer
of the Barbados Workers’ Union in Surinam were
likely to break down the Surinam negotiations en
this very matter of wages. We have been told
plainly and bluntly what the honourab% member
has just read; that the St. Luciang are docile and

— D I — ——

would be satisfied with less wages than the Barba-
dians; that the Barbadians are organized and are
likely to give trouble; that if we persist on the
question of inereased wages the Surinam people can
get Jabourers outside Barbados. What is the point
in the honourable member knowing all that and
yet trying to suggest that the Government has ignored
the question of wages or anything of the sort?

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 will not have the senior
member for St. Joseph misquote me. Throughout
my remarks my censure as regards the question of
wages, was directed towards the delegation which
went from this island to Surinam.

Mr. ADAMS: I will take that out of its place
and answer it. What does the delegation say in its
report on the question of wages? It says this:—
““The actual cash payment —4/6 a day or 1.75 guild-
ers—cannot be regarded as attractive as it will just
cover household expenses.”” The delegation knew
very well that that is a Jow wage but it gocs on to
state :— ‘‘but when to this is added »?

Mr. CRAWFORD: Again, on a point of
explanation. I did not guote the wage rate and say
it was a low wage rate. What I did say was that the
wage rate was lower than what the Surinam Trade
Union was asking for—an entirely different thing.

Mr. ADAMS: The delegation was accusd of
mentioning nothing in its report about the question
of wages.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I never accused the delega-
tion of stating nothing in itg report. I accused the
delegation of not reporting that the Trade Union
leaders in Surinam approached and asked them not
{0 accept the 4/6 wage rate because they were trying
to get a 5/6 wage rate—an entirely different matter.
I am not going to sit here and allow myself to be mis-
quoted. The delegation mentioned the question of
wages and the cost of living but no where in their
report did they state that the Trade Union leaders in
Surinam approached and asked them not to accept
the 4/6 wage rate.

Mr. ADAMS: The point is that the delegation
in its report gives a different interpretation of the
attitude of the Surinam Trad¢ Union leaderg from
that which they really showed to the St. Lucian dele-
gation (Mr. <CrawrorD: Yes). The honour-
able member says ‘‘yes.”” I am not going to accuse
of lying the honourable member on my immediate left

" (Mr. Blackman), Mr. Chase, Dr. Weatherhead and

the two Barbadian peasants who went to Surinam,
came back and stated that they were satisfied and
signed a report to that effect. I prefer to accept their
word in a report than even the honourable member’s
word on oath. The delegation stated that they had
interviews with these people who told them that they
were extremely glad that their Government was bring-
ing in labourers from abroad, a far different thing
from bringing in labourers as black-leggers. When one
makes accusation against people one should be sure
of one’s facts. Al T merely wish to point out is this:
All of ug forget, if we do not have the opportunity
to refresh our memories and honourable members
may be pardoned for forgetting the termg of the con-
tract. At the time when the report of the delegation
was before the House, the junior member for St.
George supported the recommendation of the Select
Committee who considered the report, that a liaison
officer should be sent to Surinam and suggested that
we should endeavour to secure increased wages for
the labourers. The honourable membér on the right
of the junior member for St. George did likewise.
that is say, he congratulated the Government and
the delegation for what they had done. Both of them.
as well as other honourable members, expressed
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the hope that we would get on with the scheme and
the Government acted as speedily ag it could to im-
plement the seheme. Reverting to the question of
wages, 1 will continue to read from ihe report

"of the delegation as follows:— ‘But when to this

is added (a) the wife’s earnings, (b) free housing
for the worker and hig family, (¢) free medical
care for the worker and his family, (d) } acre
of land on the estate for his own use, (e) regular em-
ployment for 5 days every week, (f) pay for over-
time work, (g) facilities for keeping live stock, (h)
the use of playing fields free, (i) the use of dance
halls, (j) the service of shops in which there is a
sufficiency of food, clothes and household supplies,
the price of which is Government controlled, (k) cheap
cinema shows—10 cents, the amount of hig real earn-
ings would be greater that what he could hope to earn
in Barbados doing agricultural work.”” All of that
wag stated in the Report and the House, in its Address
to the Governor, added the suggestions about the ap-
pointment of a liaison officer and trying to get a higher
wage than 4/6 a day. The answer to the latter sugges-
tion need not be given by me; it has just been given
by the senior member for St. Philip. I repeat that the
Surinam people told me as bluntly as they could
““We are not paying one cent more than 4/6 a day.
If you are making a noise about it, we can go else-
where. The St. Lucians will take it.” Faced with
that situation—and thig i one of the things I regret
saying—is it not better for our labourers to go there,
keep quiet for a time and then raise Haedes in trying
to get increased wage rates? The question of Trade
Unionism was Taken up by Mr. Springer and myself
and as soon it was raised one of the Surinam people
pricked his ears and said ‘‘What! Members of the
Barbados Trade TUnion coming {0 operate in
Surinam?’ We said ‘““No, but are you going
to allow facilities for the Barbadian labourers
in Surinam to join the Union in Surinam in order that
they may get higher wages?”  That question was
put plainly to Mr. De Groot, and we saw one glance at
the other. That question was also put to the Dutch
representatives at the Caribbean Congress because
our experience is that the Dutch are the worsg people
in the Caribbean area when it comes to promoting
the existence of Trade Unions and recognizing them.
The Caribbean Labour Congress has had to fight the
battles of Trade Unionists in Curacao and Aruba.
Honourable members will remember that the Honour-
able T. A. Marryshow, that distinguished West Indian
politician, was asported from the airport in Aruba
when he visited that country faster than he got
there. Many of our workers who have gone
there are still active memberg of the Barbados
Workers’ Union and one, at lcast, was dismissed from
his job because he was fighting the battles of those
workery and was sending us letterg and getting com-
munications from the Union here. As soon as you
come to the question of Trade Uniong fighting for
higher wages, you get the Dutch giving you more
trouble than any other Nation in this area. We are
conscious of all that and, therefore, in our considered
judgment, it is far better to send labourers from
this overpopulated island to a place where conditions
are not as bad as they appear at first sight. If you
tell a laboursr that he is going to get 4/6 a day in a
foreign country, certainly he would say that that is
nothing but it is not so bad when you take into eon-
sideration that in addition he will be gettine free
medical attention, free housing, } acre of land for his
own TUse and at the completion of his jcontract—two
years for a single man and three for a family—he
will be entitled to settle on 2} acres of land free of rent
for the first six years and after that at a rental of
$6 a year indefinitely. Now, Mr. Chairman, T do feel

that the Government should thank those honourable
members who are not members of the Government or
the Barbados Labour Party for having put thigs mat-
ier above Party. I would just like to remind the
Committee that all the land, in Surinam is owned by
the Government of Surinam. They have reached
that socialist paradise, although from the point of
view of their attitude to Trade Unionists they are
not so socialist minded. It is right for me to say, on
behalf of the Government, that we are grateful to
those members who are not membersg of the Govern-

ment for taking the broad view that it is our duty’

to get half a loaf rather that no loaf at all, when we
are trying to get people out of thig island under an
emigration scheme,

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am sure that the Com-
mittee appreciates that both the Barbadian workers
and the Surinam workers will receive the same wages.
Ali the workers, whether they are Duteh or not,
will get their free housing and free medical care
but in spite of that, it is well for a protest to be made
against the 4/6 wage rate; that is all I am saying.
With régard to the statement that if we make a fuss
all the Surinam people would do is to leave uys out.
and take labourers from St. Lucia, the honourable
member knows that that is not accurate because he
knows that the Surinam Commission reported that
St. Lucia could not supply the number of workers
they want; therefore, it is not true to say that if we
raise any fuss against the wage rate offered, they
would leave us out and go to St, Lucia. I do not in-
tend to return the compliment which the honourable
member paid me as regards how much credence is to
be placed upon my word. But this I do know: that
if we were to hold a plebiscite in Barbados to ascertain
the number of people who prefer to take my word
without being given on oath than the word of the
honourable member on oath, he would find that
the result would not be in his favour; so it is merely
a question of what he thinks ag against what the ma-
jority of the people in this country thinks. And
finally on the question of Trade Unions, the Trade
Union officials in Surinam were opposed to any Trade
Union official in Barbados trying to get representation
in the Trade Union there; they said that they were not
going to allow Barbadian workers to come to Surinam,
work for Dutch money which could be gpent in
Surinam to promote the intercsts of Surinam work-
ers and then their Trade Uunion officials pick up
Trade Union fees and send them back to Barbados;
they were not going to be prepared to allow
money which they wanted in Surinam to be picked
up and sent back to support workers in another
country and let eertain people sit down and live like
parasités. They were quite willing to have control
by a private body under (Government’s supervision
in Surinam and let the fees remain in Surinam;
that was their objection with regard to the Trade
Union question. There is mot a single point raised
to-day in connection with this matter which s
not justified and we are going into this matter with
our eyes wide open. The only regrettable thing
about it is that the people whom we are going to
expose to the forefront, in case conditions do not
turn out to be what ws hope for, will unfortunately
not be the people who are responsible for putting
them in their plight.

The question that this Reso'ution do now pass
i« put and resolved in the affirmative without di-
vision,

On the motion of Dr. Cummins, seconded by Mr.
BrackMAN, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of
two Resolutions and the postponement of two in
Committee of Supply.
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The House resumes and on the motions of Dr.
CumMiNg, seconded by Mr. BLACKMAN in each case,
the two Resolutions which were passed in Com-
mittee of Supply are read a first and second time
and are agreed to.

At this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SpeEaxker adjourns
the House until 2.45 p.m. in accordance with Rule
40 (a).

On re-assembling,

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Speaker—I beg to
lay on the Table of the House the replies to gues-
tions No. 56 standing in the name of the honour-
able junior member for St. Lucy.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (a).

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to move the sus-
pension of Rules 61 (a) and 61 (b) in order to
resume Government Business. Some honourable
members have intimated that they would like to
dea]l with one or two Vestry matters and I propose
to continue Government Business until about 4.30
o’clock and then allow honourable members to
deal with the Vestry matters, I hope that honour-
able members will not be asked to sit later than
% o’clock.

Mr. DOWDING: 1 objest to leave being
granted to move the suspension of Rule 61 (b).

Mr. ADAMS: I am hoping that the honour-
able member will withdraw his objection.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The honourable junior
merober for St. Philip wants to deal with a matter
pnder Private Members’ Business and I think it
is better for us to suspend Rule 61 (a) only.

Mr. SPEAKER: I suggest to the honourable
" genior member for St. Joseph that he should deal
with the suspeusion of the Rules separately.

Mr. ADAMS: 1 am quite willing to do that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is
asking leave to move the suspension of Rule 61 (a)
in order to resume Government Business. If
there is no objection the honourable member will
be granted leave. (After a pause). There being
being on objection, the honourable member may
make the mjotion.

Mr. ADAMS:
be now suspended.

Mr. BrackmMaAN seconded the motion
was agreed to.

THE PUBLIC HEAUTH BILL.

Mr. ADAMS: T ask leave to proceed with
. Order No. 2 on the Order Paper as the next Order

of the Day.

There being mno objection, leave was granted
the honourable member.

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
is to resume Committee on the Bill to consclidate
and amend the Acts of this island relating to
Public Health.

Mr. Spuarer left the Chair and the House re-
sumed Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH being in the
Chair,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House was last
in Committee on this Bill, Clause 190 renumbered
188 had heen passed.

Clause 191 renumbered 189 was passed.

Clause 192 renumbered 190:—

190. (1) Any notice, order, consent., demand
or other document which a Sanitary Authority
are authorised or required by or under this Act

I beg to move that Rule 61 (a)

which

to give make or issue may be signed on behalf of
such Sapitary Authority by their clerk, or by any,
other, Officer of such Sanitary ,Authority author-
ised by them in writing to sign documents of the
particular kind, or as the case wmay be, the par-
ticular document.

(2) Any doecument purporting to bear the
signature of an officer expressed to hold an office
by virtue of which he is under this section empow-
ered to sign such a document, or expressed to be
duly authorised by the Samtamy Authority to sign
such a document or the particular document, shall
for the purposes of this Act, and of any regula-
tions bye-laws and orders made thereunder, be
deemed, unti] the contrary is proved, to have been
duly given, made or issued by authority of the
Sanitary Authority. 4

Dr. CUMMINS: I bey {o move that Clause
192 renumbered 190 stand part of the Bill.

Mr. BLACKMAN: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that the word

““clerl’” occurring in line 5 of Sub-clause (1) be
deleted and the word ‘‘secretary’’ be inserted in
place thereof.

Dr. CUMMINS: I accept that amendment.

The question that Clause 192 renumbered
190 as amended stand part of the Bil] was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Clause 193 renumbered 191 was passed.

Clause 194 renumbered 192 :—

192. In any proceedings under this Act a
document purporting to be certified by the Clerk
of a Sanitary Authority as a copy of a resolution
or order passed or made by that Sanitary Author-
ity on a specified date, or of the appointment
of, or of any authority given to, an officer of that
Sanitary Authority on a special date, shall be evi-
dence that that resolution, order, appointment or
authority was duly passed, made, or given by the
Sanitary Authority on the said date

Dr. CUMMINS: In this Clause I ask leave
to make a similar amendment as was made in
Clause 192 renumbered 190, namely, that the word.
““Clerk’ be deleted and the word ‘‘Secretary’’ be
inserted in place thereof.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber Was granted leave to make the amendment.

CUMMINS: I beg to move that Clause
%39-1 renumbered 192 as amended stand part of the

il

Mr. BLACKMAN seconded the motion which
was agreed to.

Clauses 193 to 196 ag re-numbered were passed.

Clause 199 re-numbered 197 :—

197. No miatter or thing done and no contract
entered into by a Sanitary Authority or other person
whomsoever acting under the direction of such Sani-
tary Authority, shall, if the matter or thing were done
or the contract were entered into bona ﬁde for the
purpose of executing this Act, subject them or any
of them personally to any action, liability, claim, or
demand whatsoever; and any expense mculred by
any such Sanitary Authority, member, officer or other
person acting as last aforesaid, shall be borne and
repald out of the funds applicable by such Sanitary
Authority to the general purposes of this Aect;

Provided that nothing in this seetion shall exempt
any member of anv such Sanitary Authority from
liability to be surcharged with the amount of any
payment which mayv be disallowed by the auditor in
the accounts of such Sanitary Authority. and which
such member authorised or joined in authorising.
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. Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Clause 199
re-numbered 197 stand part of the Bill.
1 Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLKY : Wacth regara to the proviso
in thig Clause, an auditor mighy take 1t upon him-
self to denne what migit pe auowed py law; ne might
not tvake mnto conssderanion any egal  opinion
and might very well take 1t upon mumself .o say
that something shouid be repaid. [ do not think
entirely
to an audiwr. The Auditor will not of necessity
be a legally-traned man and it should not be
left to him alone to say that an act was illegal. I beg
to move that after the word ‘‘auditor” in line 15, the
words ‘“with the approval of the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee’” be inserted. The opinion of the Crown
Law Officers would be taken as to whether the auditor
is right or not.

Dr. CUMMINS: I accept that amendment.

The question that ‘Clause 199 re-numbered 197
stand part of_the Bill was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division,

Clauses 198 to 201 ag re-numbered were passed.

Clause 204 re-numbered 202 :—

202. (1) Where any Sanitary Authority have
ineurred expenses, for the payment whereof the
owner of the premises for or in respect of which the
same are incurred ig made liable under this Act or by
any agreement with the Sanitary Authority, such ex-
penses may be recovered, together with interest at
a rate not exceeding five per centum per annum from
the date of service of a demand for the same till pay-
ment thereof, from any person who is the owner of
such premises when the works are completed for
which such expenses have been incurred, and, until
recovery of such expenses and interest, the same shall
be a charge on the premises in respect of which they
were incurred. ‘Such charge shall be deemed to be
prior and preferential to all existing or future
charges or encumbrances thereon, save and execept
charges for debts due to the Crown and charges there-
on in respect of other rates, charges, or sums of money

" due to the Vestry of any parish,

(2) Where expenses are recoverable by a
Sanitary Authority under and by virtue of any pro-
vigion of this Act which containg provisions other
than or different from those contained in subseetion
‘(1) of this section, the provisions of the said subsec-
tion (1) ghall be read and construed subject to any
modification expregsed in such provision.

Mr. MOTTLEY: If I recall aright, this Clause
is in some conflict with an existing Statuie. Sub-
clause (1) says that where a Sanitary Authority have
ineurred expenses for the payment of which the
owner of the premises in respect of which the same

are incurred is made liable under thig Aect, such ex-

penses may be recovered and until the recovery of
such expenses the same shall be a charge on the
premises in respect of the premises in respeet of which
they were incurred; and then the Clause goes on to
say that such charge shall be deemed to be prior and
prefirential to all existing or future charges except
charges due to the Crown and charges due to the
Vestry. I should like to know how this Clause would
apply in relation to an Act like the Sugar Industry
'Agricultural Bank Act in the matter of preference.
The Bank has preference to the settlement of mori-
gages and so forth on any property. The owner of
a property of say, over ten acres, may be subject to
the terms and conditions under which he has been
borrowing money from the Bank. According tn this
Clause, the Sanitary Authority would have priority
if you owed away money; but there is an existing
Statute which hag preferentia' treatment. This is a
Claus: which should be submitted to the Attrrneyv

General for his opinion. I hate to ask that the con-
sideration of any Clause be postponed but I am afraid
that I shall have to ask the honourable member in
charge of the Bill to postpone the consideration of

thig Clause so that the Attorney General will be able .

to go into the matter, There cannot be two Statutes
having preferential treatment. 1 beg to move that
the further consideration of this Clause be post-
poned.

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I beg to second that.

Dr. CUMMINS: 1 agree to the motion for the
postponement of the consideration of this Clause.

Clause 204 re-numbered 202 was postponed.

Clauses 203 to 205 ag re-numbered were passed.

Clause 208 re-numbered 206 :—

206. (1) The Director, on being satisfied that
any Sanitary Authority have made default in doing
their duty under any of the provisions of this Act or of
any instrument made thereunder, or in enforcing any
of the provisions of this Act or of any instrument
made thereunder which it is their duty to enforce,
may make an order limiting a time for the perform-
ance of their duty in the matter of such default. If
such duty is not performed within the time limited,
the Director may appointg some person to perform
such duty or may institute any proceedings and do
any- act which the Sanitary Authority might have
instifuted or done for that purpose.

(2) Where under subsection (1) of this sec-
tion the Director has performed or caused to be per-
fqrmed any duty of a Sanitary Authority or has in-
stituted any proceedings or done any act which the
Sanitary Authority might have instituted or ‘done
for that purpose any expenses incurred by him in so
doing shall be paid in the first instance out of moneys
to be provided for the purpose by the Legislatur'e;
but the amount of those expenses (not being expenses
recovered from any other person or expenses incurred

in any unsuccessful proceeding) shall be recoverable °

by him from the Sanitary Authority as a debt due to
the Crown, and that Sanitary Authority shall have
the like power of calling for the money required as
they have of calling for money for any purpose men-
tioned in section twenty-two of thig Act.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued as in any way affecting the provisions of para-
graph (b) of subsection (1) of section one hundred
and, twenty-five of thig Act.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Clause 208
re-numbered 206 stand part of the Bill.

Mr. BLACKMAN: T beg to gsecond that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I suggest that thig Clause be
read so that it can be studied carefully,

The Clause was read. _

Mr. MOTTLEY: I would not agree that this
Clause be deleted; I have thought of it carefully.
It is quite true that in some parishes the Sani-
tary Authority might be a bit lackadaisica]l in
performing any duties which they might be ecall-
ed upon by the Director to perform. I think
that we should be careful about putting all the
power into the hands of one man. At the end of
Sub-clause (1) it is stated that the Director may
appoint some person to perform a duty which has
not been performed within the time limited br
he may institute any proceedings and do any
act which the Sanitary Authority might have
instituted or done for that purpose. I say that
al] these matters must be subject to the approval
of somebody; we might have here a Director of
Medical Services like a former Chief Medical Offi-
cer whom you could only find at one place. This
Bill must be passed and the powers of the Sani-
tary Authority and the local Awuthorities must be
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curtailed. Some power must be put into the hands
of one man but he should not have absolute power.
I beg to move that after the word ‘‘Director’
occurring in line 9 of Sub-clause (1) the words
‘“‘subject to the approval of the Governor-in-
Executive Committee’” be inserted.

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I beg to second that.

Dr. CUMMINS: I accept that amendment.

The question that Clause 208 re-numbered 206
stand part of the Bil] was put and resolved in
the affirmative without division.

Clause 209 renumbered 207 :—

207. The Director may, in addition to the
powers and authorities otherwise eonferred on hil:ﬂ
by this Act, exercise all the powers and authori-
ties vested in a Sanitary Authority by this Aect
within the Parish of such Sanitary Authority.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Clause
209 renumbered 207 stand part of the Bill.
Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: As regards this Clause 1
think that we can wipe out the whole Bill and
have such a Clause. In other words, we should
either do that or pass the Bill without having this
Clause in it. We bhave to put a certain amount
of power in the hands of a technically-trained
man but, as I bhave already said, we must be cyu-
tious in doing so. We might not have a Chief
Mediea]l Officer like the last one we had. I appeal
to honpurable members to see that if we pass this
Clause, then the amendment which we have made
to the last Clause will be of no avail. I beg to
move that this Clause be deleted.

Mr. GARNER: I beg to second that. I have
studied this Clause and it does seem to me that it
is the snag in the Bill in that it creates a dictatorship
From what we have experienced in the past I do not
think it would be safe to leave this overlapping
Clause in this Bill. It gives the Director too much
power and it makes him the embodiment of the Act
in other words. While we need an expert to car-
ry out sanitation in this island we do mot want to
give one man such power as to be the embodiment of
the Act. I ani therefore supporting the motion for the
deletion of this Clause. I repeat that after what we
have experienced in the case of certain Directors, I do
not think that we can leave this Clause in this Bill. It
tends to give dictatorial powers to one man. Not
long ago we were in a mess with a Director and
while I pay homage to the Chief Medical Officer
who has just 'eft us—he is g man of sterling qualities
—we may mnot repeat his like in this island. We
might have an untamed Englishman coming to these
shores. (Laughter). I have had to work as a San-
itary Commissioner for a very long time and I krow
what T am talking about. I do not think that any
of the people who expecet to comprise the Sanitary
Authorities in this island would pay us any respect
if we, as a legislative Body, pass this Clause as it
is. (Mr. Apams: T shall make an amendment). I
am glad to know that an amendment iz going to be
made; therefore T will not say anything more until
a statement has been made in the matter.

Mr. ADAMS: T do not know whether the Legal
Draughtsman intended this Clause to mean all that
it seems to mean or not; but I do not think that the
Director would interfere with the Sanitary Authority
unless they fail to perform their duty. Clause 206
refers to a snecific matter and Clause 207 giveg the
Director all the power which the Sanitary Authority
have; but T think we should limit the exercise of
those powers to the occasions where the Sanitary

Authority did not perform their work. Clause 206
says that if the Sanitary Authority do not see aften
any matter, the Director can appoint somebody to
see after it and collect the money for seeing after
it from the Sanitary Authority; but the next Clause
is not the same, it goes further and it gives the
Director all the powers which the Sanitary Authority
have. T do not differ from those honourable mem-
bers who say that this Clause is very wide; but I
repeat that we should confine it to occasions on which
the Sanitary Authority may fail to perform their
work. If the honourable mover is authorised to give

an assurance that this Clause will be construed by -

the Governor-in-Executive Committee only to be
applied in cases where g Sanitary Authority fail to
do their duty, T do not think that any harm can be
done by passing it. Perhaps it is better to add, as
the honourable senior member for the City pointed
out earlier, the' words ‘‘subject to the approval of
the Governor-in-Executive Committee’’,

Mr. MOTTLEY: We have to read all the
Clauses from 206 to 214 so as to understand what
the position is, and what the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph has suggested as an amendment
is already in Clause 210. Clause 210 says that the
Director may make bye-laws for any purpose for
which a Sanitary Authority are authorised to make
bye-laws and they sha'l not have effect until they
have. been approved by the Governor-in-Executive
Committee; and of course I am going to make an
amendment there too. How on earth can we say
that in addition to all the powers conferred on the
Director by this Bill, he must stil] have power to
exercisé all the powers vested in a Sanitary Author-
ity? If we pass this Clause, the Director would not
have to call upon any Sanitary Authority to do
anything. He can go to the parish of St. Joseph,
for instance, and do everything which is vested in him
to do; nobody in this honourable House cap inter-
pret this Clause to mean anything else. If all this
power is vested in the Director, he can walk
in any parish and do anything without asking the
Sanitary Authority a word. And as the honourable
junior member for St. Phi'ip has said, the Director
might be an untamed Englishman. We once had in this
island a Chief Medical Officer and it would not pay
us to have one like him again. T cannot see any
possible amendment to this Clause which would
justify its remaining in this Bill. T say again that
I agree that the Director of Medical Services will be
a trained man and he must have some authority ;
but T do not think that we can pass this Clause
whereby the Director ean walk in any parish and do
whatever he likes.

Mr. 8. A. WALCOTT: T agree with the honour-
able member who hag just sat down. Under Clause
208 the Director can mak~ bve-laws which the Sani-
tary Authority can do with the anproval of the Gov-
ernor-in-Executive Committee. If we leave Clanse
207 in this Bill the Director can walk in any parisa
and do whatever he pleases to do without asking the
Sanitary Authority anything. T do not see how v«
can pass this Clause.

Mr. ADAMS: T do not see how the Dranghtsman
of the Bill could mean what honourable members have
said: T should like to point out that there
is such a thine as permissive power. Tf the
Committee want to he very carefnl then T sugoest
that we use the same language which has been used in
Clause 206. Under Clause 206. if the Sanitary
Authority fail to perform any specific duty the Direc-
ter can say that such and such a thing must be dore

within a particular time although he is not actually »

given the powers of the Sanitary Authority.
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At this stage, it now being 3.30 o’clock, Mr.
BreakEr took the Chair and stated that it was now
time for the consideration of Private Members’ Busi-
ness. '

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (B).

Mr. ADAMS: 1 ask leave to move the suspensicn
0f Rule 61 (b) so as to continue (Government Busi-
ness. 1 was told by the honourable junior member
for St. Philip that there was a Vestry matter with
which he wanted to get through, and I had that in
mind, along with a matter of which the honourable
senior member for the City spoke to me last Thurs
day, when I asked leave to move the suspension of the
Rules earlier today. I have given the assurance that
we will stop the consideration of Government Busi-
ness some time before 5 o’clock so that these Vestry
matters could be got through by 5 o’clock. I have
no desire to keep honourable members here longer
tiran that hour; I am quite willing to meet honourable
members halfway.

Mr. DOWDING: T have to object to leave being
granted the honourable member to move the suspexn-
sion of the Rule.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is
asking leave to move the suspension of Rule 61 (b).
An objection having been taken, I shall have to put
the question” The question is that leave be granted
the honourable member to move the suspension of the
Rule. Honourable members in favour of that will
please say ‘“ Aye’’, those against will please say ‘‘No’".
1 think the ‘“Ayes’’ have it.

The following division was taken:—

Ayes: Messrs. SmiTe, HusBanps, F. L. WawLcorr,
Cox, FostEr, MaPP, LEWIS, ADAMS, BLACKMAN, MoTT~
-LEY, GALE, WiLkiNsoN and Dr. Cumming—13.

Noes: Dr. WiLsoN, Messrs. SYMMONDS, Bravc-
KER, CRAWFORD, GARNER, HaYyNES, DowpiNg and S. A.
‘Warncort—S8.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been decided
in the affirmative, thirteen honourable members vot-
irg ‘‘Aye’’, and eight honourable members voting
““No’!. The honourable member may therefore make
the motion.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (b)
be now suspended.

Mr. BLACKMAN
was agreed to.

Mr. SPEAKER: When Government Business
was last being considered, the House was in Com-
mittee on the Public Health Bill.

THE PUBLIC HEALTH BILL.

seconded the motion which

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House re-
sumed Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH being in the
Chair.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When we were last in Com-
mittee on thig Bill, Clause 209 re-numbered 207 was
under consideration,

Mr. ADAMS : T suggest that we reconsider Clause
208 renumbered 206 so as to make matters abun-
dantly clear. By inserting two paragraphs in Sub-
clause (1) we can make it clear that the Director wili
rot exercise the powers of the Sanitary Authority
except when they are in default. I think that hon-
ourable members will agree to that. T beg to move
therefore that Clause 209 renumbered 207 be deleted
with the idea of recommitting Clause 206. (Mw.
GARNER: I do not think that will meet the ease.)
The Sanitary Authority have to do their job but
where they do not do it, the Director will step in and
do it. The Director cannot do that if he has not got
the powers under the Aet to do it. If honourabls
embers want further proteetion we can begin Clause
206 by saying that subject to the approval of the

Governor-in-Executive Committee, the Director may
do so and so. oo

Dr. CUMMINS: I accept the amendment, name-
ly, that Clause 209 renumbered 207 be deleted. . .

Mr. ADAMS: I now beg to move that.Clause
208 renumbered 206 be reconsidered.

- Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion, which was
agreed to.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that after the
word “may’’ occurring in line 6 of Sub-Clause (1)
the letter (a) be inserted and that at the end of tha
Sub-clause the following words be added: ‘‘and (b)
in addition to the powers and authorities otherwise
eonferred on him by this Act exercise all the powers
and authorities vested in a Sanitary Authority by
this Act within the parish of such Sanitary Author-
ity.”” TUnder these amendments the Director can act
only if the Sanitary Authority default in their duty.

Dr. CUMMINS: 1 accept those amendments.
_ Mr. GARNER: This amounts to the same
thing; it is just an incorporation of Clause 207 in
Clause 206 as renumbered.

Mr. ADAMS: I have already pointed out that
the provisions of this Clause will apply only if the
Sanitary Authority make default and these matters
will be subject to the approval of the Governor-in-
Executive Committee.

The question thiat Clause 208 renumbered 206
as amended stand part of the Bill was put and re-
solved in the affirmative without division.

Clause 210 renumbered 207 :—

207. (1) The Director may make bye-laws for
any purpose for which a Sanitary Authority are
authorised to make bye-laws under this Act, to have
effect in the Parish of such Sanitary Authority.

(2) Bye-laws under this section shall not
have effect until they have been approved by the
Governor-in-Executive Committee.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Clause
210 renumbered 207 stand part of the Bill.

Mr. BLACKMAN: T beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Sub-clause (2) says that
bye-laws made under fhig Clause shall not have
effect until they have been approved by the Gov-
ernor-in-Executive Committee. As regards the
Regulations relative to the parking of cars in the
street, everybody is asking about them. X feel that
these bye-laws should also be submitted to the Legis-
lature. In this Bill there are various Clauses which
refer to the making of bye-laws and in some cases
we have agreed that they should be made by the
Director subject to the approval of the Governor-in-
Executive Committee and they would not come be-
fore the Legislature; but in this case I see no reason
why these bye-laws should not be subject to the ap-
proval of the Legislature. I beg to move, therefore,
that the words ‘‘subject to the approval of the
Legislature” be added at the end of Sub-clause (2).

Dr. CUMMINS: I accept that amendment.

The question that Clause 210 renumbered 207
as amended stand part of the Bill was put and re-
solved in the affirmative without division.

Clauses 208 to 211 as renumbered were passed.

Cause 215 renumbered 212 :—

212. All bye-laws made by a Sanitary Au-
thority under this Aect shall be submitted as soon
as possible to the Director and to the Governor-in-
Executive Committee for approval and on being so
approved shall immediately have the force and ef-
fect of law, and shall be published in the Official
Gazette.

Dr. CUMMINS: T beg to move that Clause 215
renumbered 212 stand part of the Bi'l

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. §
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Mr. LEWIS: What about the bye-laws made
under this Clause? -Ig 1t that the House will leave
nothing to do with them? Are they going to be
treated like the Regulations$

Dr. CUMMINS: These are bye-laws made by
the Sanitary Authority themselves.

The question that Clause 215 renumbered 212
stand part of the Bill was put and resolved in
the affirmative without division.

Clauses 213 and 214 as renumbered were passed.

Clause 218 renumbered 215:—

215. In addition to any powers of entry con-
ferred on the Director or a Health Officer by or
under any other provision of this Act, the Direc-
tor or a Health Officer may at all reasonable times
enter any premises

(a) for the purpose of ascertaining
whether there is, or has been, on
or in connection with the prem-
ises any contravention of or fail-
ure to comply with the provisions
of this Aect or of any instrument
made thereunder;

(b) for the purpose of ascertaining
whether or not eircumstances
exist which would authorise or
require the Director to take any
action under this Aect or under
any instrument -made there-
under;

(¢) for the purpose of taking any
action or executing any work
authorised or required under this
Act or under any instrument
made thereunder; )

(d) generally for the purpose of
examining and inspecting such
premises and for the perform-
ance by the Sanitary Authority
Officer of his functions under this
Aet or under any instrument
made thereunder.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Clause
. 218 renumbered 215 stand part of the Bill,

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Reading from Clause 214
as renumbered it must be obvious that the powers
of entry must b vested in the Sanitary Inspector.

I beg to move that after the word ‘‘Officer’’ in line
8 the following words be inserted: ‘‘or any per-
son authorised by the Director’’.

Dr. CUMMINS: I accept that amendment.

) Mr. MAPP: Clause 214 as renumbered deals
iv?yth the powers conferred on the Sanitary Author-

The question that Clause 218 renumbered 215
stand part of the Bill was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that Clause
217 renumbered 214 be recommitted.

Mr. Marp seconded the motion whi
agreod. bo. ich Wasl

giause 217 renumbered 214:.— 5
4. In addition to an

i Y powers of entry con-

fertred on a_Sanitary Authority by or undz any

other provision of this Act, a Sanitary Authority
may at all reasonable times enter any premises

(a) for the purpose of ascertaining

Whgther there is or has been on

or In connection with the premises

any contravention of or failure to

comply with the provisions of this
Act or of any instrument made
thereunder, being provisions which
it is the duty of the Sanitary
Authority to enforce;

(b) for the purpose of ascertaining
whether or not cireumstances exist
which would authorise or require
the Sanitary authority to take any
action, or execute any work, under
this Acet or any such instrument;

(e¢) for the purpose of taking any
action or executing any work au-
thorised or required under this
Act, or under any such instrument
to be taken or executed by the

Sanitary Authority;

(d) generally for the purpose of ex-
amining and inspecting such prem-
igses and for the performance by
the Director or g Health Officer of
their functiong under this Act or
under any such instrument,.

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 beg to move that after the
word ‘¢ Authority’ in line 3 the following words be
inserted: ‘‘or any person authorised by them.’’

Dr. CUMMINS: I accept the amendment.

Clause 217 renumbered 214 as amended was
passed.

Clause 219 renumbered 216 :—

216 (1) Where by virtue of any provision
of thig Act a Sanitary Authority
have power to enter any premises
they may exercise such power of
entry by any of their members or by
any person authorised by them.

(2) For the purposes of this section—

(a) a person shall be deemed to be
authorised by a Sanitary Authori-
ty if suech person is in possession
of a document signed by the Clerk
of the Sanitary Authority, for and
on behalf of such Sanitary Author-
ity, authorising such officer, either
generally or specially, to enter for
the purpose for which entry is
claimed. |

(b) a document purporting to have
been signed by the Clerk of a
Sanitary Authority shall be deem-
ed to have been signed by him
unless and until the contrary is
proved.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Clause 219
renumbered 216 stand part of the Bill.

Mr. BLACKMAN: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. F. L. WALCQTT: This Clause provides
for the entry into any premises by any of the sex-
vants of the Sanitary Authority. It seems to me
that we have already made amendments which have
been covered in a later Clause of the Bill.

The question that Clause 219 renumbered 216
stand part of the Bill was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

CHAIRMAN REPORTS PROGRESS

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move, Mr. Chairman,
that you do now report progress with leave for the
Committee to sit again.

Mr. BracrMAN seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER re-
sumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

T it 3 e
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. REVERSION TO PRIVATE MEMBERS’
; BUSINESS

] Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—I1 do not intend
to proceed with any further Government Business
at this stage.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member
having intimated that he does not intend to proceed
with any further Government Business at this stage,
the House will now revert to Private Members’
Business. |

ADDRESS RE REPAIRS TO HOUSES
DAMAGED BY WINDS

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker,— I ask leave
to move the passing of the Address of which I gave
notice earlier today. The matter is a non-contro-
wersial one and I think that honourable members
will agree that it should be dealt with this after-
noon.

Mr. ADAMS: I object to leave being granted
the honourable membeér. I have already intimated
that the Government has already made a decision
in the matter and we are waiting for an estimate of
the damage done. We are prepared to come to the
House and ask that a Resolution be passed in this
‘connection but we are awaiting accurate figures as
1o the extent of the damage done.

Mr. SYMMONDS: I beg to support the re-
marks of the honourable senior member for St.
George. s

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is
asking leave to move the passing of the Address of
which he gave notice edrlier today. An objection
having been taken, I ghall have to put the question.
The question is that leave be granted the honourable
member to move the passing of the Address of
which he gave notice earlier today. Honourable
members in favour of that will please say ‘‘Aye,”
those against will please say ‘‘No.”” I think the
“‘Noes” have it.

The following division was taken :—

Ayes: Dr. WiLsoN, Messrs. SYMMONDS, BRANCKER,
CRAWFORD, GARNER, MorTLEY, HAYNES, DowpiNg,
Gale, S. A. Warcorr and WILKINsoN —11.

Noes: Messrs. Smrrz, Huspanps, F. L. WaL-
corr, Cox, Mapp, LEWrS, ApAMS, and BraAcKMAN—S.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been decided
in the affirmative, eleven honourable members voting,
“¢ Aye’’, and eight honourable members voting *‘No.”
The honourable member may therefore make the
motion for the passing of the Address,

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker,—The Address
1s as follows:—

The House of Asddmbly
To
His Excellency The Governor

The House of Assembly respectfully request Your
‘Excellency to enquire from the Vestries of the Par-
ishes of this Island what sum or sums of money would
‘be required to effect the necessary repairs to houses
damaged by the recent winds and raing with a view
to sending down the necessary Resolution to the
‘Houses of the Legislature providing funds for effect-
ing the same.

1 do not intend to spend much time in dealing

with this Address. I fee! certain that honourable
members are well aware of the damage which has
‘been caused by the recent winds and they will be in
sympathy with this cause. I beg to move that this
'Address do now pass.

Mr. SYMMONDS: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER.: The parigsh which I have the
honour to represent was, 1 am sure, more severely
hit than any other part of the island in the gale of
Friday night last. As a matter of fact there were at
least— :

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that the honour-
able member should go into particulars.

Mr. BRANCKEL: I am just stating a few facts.
There were about eleven or twelve houses in the
parish which were severely atfected by the gale. In
some cases, houses were lifted up and blown to bits
and all that one can find now is seraps of wood in
place of the houses,

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the honourable
member should go into the details of the damage done.

Mr. BRANCKER: The damage done in the
parish of St. Lucy is severe and extensive as 1 have
intimated and it is a matter of urgency for the
Government to send down a Resolution for a few
thousand pounds for the purpose of relieving the
people who have suffered. Not one of those people is
in a position to repair the damage done to his house
and the houses are not insured.

Mr. SPEAKER: This Address is asking that
enquiry be made from the Vestries as to what sum
or sums of money would be required to effect the
necessary repairs to these houses; it is not now so
much a question of the amount of the Resolution to be
sent down.

Mr, BRANCKER: I am hoping that it will not
be understood by the Government that we are merely
asking for an enquiry as to the damage done, and that
they should do nothing after the enquiry has been
made.

Mr. SPEAKER: The enquiry is to be made
with a view to sending down the necessary Resolution.

Mr. BRANCKER: I suggest that a Resolution
be sent down to provide a certain amount of money
which will be allocated:

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the honourable
member is going outside the scope of the Address.

Mr. BRANCKER: I feel that if the members of
the Executive Committee would listen to what is being
said they will earry back to the Executive a careful
note of the views which have been expressed by the
members of this House. As regards the remarks that
the Government have started in this matter before
private members of the House, I do not take them
seriously.

Mr. ADAMS: I object to what the honourable
member hag said. I made a clear statement that the
Government hag made a deecision in the matter: I
made no softo voce remarks about it.

Mr. BRANCKER: T did not say that; nothing
could be more reprehensible than that.

Mr. SPEAKER: I was engaged by the honour-
able senior member for St. Philip and I did not hear
what the honourable member said.

Mr. ADAMS: T object to what the honourable
member hag said.

Mr. BRANCKER: If the honourable member ob-
jects to what I have said perhaps he will quote accu-
rately what T have said and let Your Honour know
what he is objecting to.

Mr. ADAMS: I understood the honourable
member to say that he would not take any sotto »oce
remarks of the Government seriously. I asked hon-
ourable members next to me if the honourable mem-
ber wag in the House when I made the remarks. [
do not see why the time of the House should be
wasted ; T have said that the Government is waiting
for an estimate of the damage done before sending
down the Resolution. The honourable member is
Onlyhtrylng to suggest that I am not speaking the
truth.

1
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Mr. BRANCKER: I would like to know fo what
the honourable member is taking exception.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the honourable
member should continue his speech,

. Mr. BRANCKER: Very well, Mr. Speaker.
Speaking strictly in regard to the terms of the Ad-
dress, 1 say that thig is a maiter which should com-
mend. itself to any right-thinking person in the com-
munity, especially when it is realised how quickly we
came to the rescue of St. Lucia; and we must remem-
ber that charity beging at home. In this Address it
is proposed that the Government should obtain cer-
tain information from ihe Vestries in order to deter-
mine the amount of damage which has been caused,
and when that is done they will decide the measure of
assistance which is necessary to be given. I am ounly
saying, especially as I am intimately concerned
with the district in {he island which has most severe-
1y felt the blow, that this is a matter in which prompt
action must be taken when this Address has been
passed. The Government should communicate with
the Vestries to summon meetings at ence and let them
know what amounts are required. I throw out the hint
for the information of the Government that they
should get the Sanitary Inspectorg to provide them
with a complete list of the houses which have been
damaged and the extent of the damage.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter
Vestries, : :

Mr. BRANCKER: The Sanitary Inspectors
ars the best people to go around the parishes to
see the damage that has been done and give informa
tion as to the extent of it as well as the position
of the people who are unable to rectify the damage
themselves. When the Government receives this
Address they must take the promptest possible ac-
tion so as to ensure that relief is forthcoming at the
earliest possible moment for those pcople who are
‘not in a position to relieve themselves and who are
now taking she'ter in other people’s homes.

Mr. COX: I want to say that I am just as sympa-
thetic as anybody else towards the people who have
suffered as a result of the recent gale. Perhaps I am
more so sinee the people who have suffered have been
drawn from the same stratum ag that from which
I have been drawn. 1 opposed the consideration of
this Address this afternoon because the mouthpiece
of the Government hag made it crystal clear that
the Government hag already taken all the necessary
action in relation to the matter, and therefor- T felt
that the passing of the Address was unnecessary.
I am only trying to make my position clear becaus=
I know how statements made in this House can be
twisted. The honourable senior member for St. Joseph
has made it clear that the Government has taken
action in the matter even before. the Address was
introduced, and after the Government has decided
to take action in thig matter you find a member trying
to force through this Address this aftsrnoon.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Luey could have risen and opposed
leave being granted the honourable senior member
for 8St. George to move the passing of this
Address on the ground that immediately after the
disaster occurred, he along with his colleague in-
terviewed the Head of the Administration in con-
nection witlk this matt:r and was promised that the
matter wonld be considered and that steps would
be taken to do what was possible in the circum-
stances. In spite of the fact that the honourable
junior member for St. Luev had  that assurance
from the Governor hefore the (Government diseuss«
ed the matter, he did not worry to oppose the grant-
ing of leave so that the Address could be dealt with

for the

this afternoon; he felt that during the course of the
debate some remarks would be made which would
be useful to the Government in the action which .t
contemplated taking We have actualy heard
the honourable junior member for St. Thomas sug-
gest that the Government ghould do something which
he knew the Government was doing.

Mr. MAPP: 1 object to that statement: I have
aever done that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: A few months ago the
honourable msmber urged that the rates of interest
charged by the Peasants’ Loan Bank on loans should
be reduced, and in the course of his remarks he
actually said that the Government was dealing with
the matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question b<fore the
{Touse is the passing of an Address requesting that
enquiry be made from the Vestries as to the sum or
sumg of money which would be required to
repair houses which have been damaged in the various
districts by the recent winds.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I only want to say that
any member of this Chamber is entitled to take ac-
tion in any matter whether or not he learns that the
Governm:nt is taking action ‘n relation to it. 1
see no reason for the opposition; as 2 matter of fact:
the action taken by the honourable member actu-

ally strength:ns the Government’s hands and assures.

them that when the Reso™ution comes down it will
be readily supported.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Nobody could do other-
w.se than support an Address like this; but I want
to say that after hcaring the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph make a categorial statement with
respect to the Government’s attitude in thig matter,
any member of this House would be failing in his
responsibility if he could not aceept the honourable
member’s statement as g truthful one. The honour-
able member’s statemscnt deals with the same mat-
ter with which this Address is asking the Govern-
ment to deal. I am not accusing anybody of doing
anything wrong: but we cay ‘always expect eertain
remarks from suspicious people.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 suggest that honourable
members pass the Address and cease thig bickering.

Mr, F. L. WALCOTT: What I want to say
is that the honourable senior member for St. Joseph
has given the assurance that the Government is deal-
ing with the matter of this Address and therefore the
passing of the Addresg would not matter. Each person
can speak according to his conscience; if T give notiee,
of any question and I am to'd by the Government
what the position is, then I withdraw my question.
I do not challenge any honourable member with
dishonzsty: . the matter is left for his introspection.
I repeat that the Government has already given its
assurance and therefore the passing of the Address
would not matter.

Mr. MAPP: It is amazing how some honour-
able members who call themselves responsible mem-
bers can argue in defence of irresponsible behaviour.

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us take the merits of the
Address and deal with them.

Mr. MAPP: In my parish one person suffered
as a result of the gale. In this matter we have an
honourable member acting in a responsible way: he
went to the Governor, got an assurance from him
and never worried to bring the matter before the
House. But honourable members are not courace-
ous enough to tell the honourable mover that if he
has an assurance

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is
not dealing with this Address. The whole pot int 1q
whether or not the Government should enquire of

———
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the Vestries as %0 the damage which has been done

to these houses with a view to sending down a Resolu-
tion making provision for effecting repairs.

Mr. MAPP: I will dcal with the Address and
1 say that we must be very careful in sending wup
Addresses of this nature. I suggest that the Address
be amended; I cannot subscribe to the Government
helping people who can help themselves.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the honourable member mak-
ing an amendment to the Address?

Mr. MAPP: We have not even been treated
with the eourtesy of being givin  copies of the
Address. If honourable members are sending up an
Address from this House they should send up one
which is in accordance with the views which they
held when they were €lected to this House. As this
Address reads, we might be helping people who can
help thcmselves. If we are passing an Address,
let us pass a proper Address. I should like to say
in reply to the honourable semior member for St.
Philip that I have nev:r raised any question in this
House when I was assured as to what the Govern-
ment’s poliecy in the matter is. As regards the matter
to which the honourable member referred, the Govern-
ment had not yet taken any decision in conneection
with it. It is not true to say that I said that the
Government had taken a decision in the matter.
The matter was discussed with certain members in
the House.

Mr. CRAWFORD : What the honourable member
says is completely untrue. He can read the debates.

Mr. LEWIS: We find ourselves in the posi-
tion that in spite of the assurance which has been
given, the House hag decided to discuss this matter
and no blame can be laid at the door of any honour-
able member. It is from that angle that I will dis-
cuss the matter. I think that there is something in
what the honourable junior member for St. Thomas
has said; if we leave the door wide open like this
al] the damage will have to be assessed and a Reso-
lution providing funds for effecting repairs will
have to be sent down to this House. I think the honour-
able mover has in mind that we should help people
who are unable to help themselves. I do not know if
the occurrence ean be described as a hurricane but I
feel that the honourable member would have in
mind that assistance should be given to these who
are unable to assist themselves. Thoge are the peo-
ple whom the Government should be enquiring about,
If we pass this Address as it is I fail to see how
anybody can be left out; any rich or poor person
who might have been hit by this gale can expeet to
receive assistance. If that is what the House in-
tends to do, then the Address i3 in order, but it
would not be in order if the Government is not acting
along that line.

Mr. SPEAKER: "The question is that this
Addresg do now pass. Honourable members in favour
of that will please say ‘‘Aye”’, those against will
please say ‘‘No’’. T think the ‘‘Ayes’” have it. ¥
wil] ask the honourable senior member for St. George
to present this Address.

Mr. DOWDING: As Your Honour pleases.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60

Mr. MOTTLEY : I beg to move that Rule 60 be
now suspended in order to deal with Orders Nos. 88
and 89 on the Order Paper under Private Members”
Business. These matters are non-controversial.

Mr. GaLe seconded the motion which was agreed
to. i .

707-:

VESTRIES (AMEN DMENT) BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the day
therefore stands in the name of the honourable senior
member for the City:—Second reading of a Bil] to
amend the Vestries Act 1911 (1911—5).

Mr. MOTTLEY: The object of this Bill is to
allow the Vestry of St. Michae] to increase the salary
of the Churchwarden’s Clerk by £100 .per annum.
The Act as it stands at present, allows this officer to
receive £200 per annum as salary and the Vestry
cannot increase it unless the Legislature gives them
permission, to do so. I do not think. it is neecessary
for me to remind honourable members that this Officer
was appointed in 1939. At the time he was respon-

sible for a total expenditure of $209,478 as against a

total expenditure of $5111,932 to-day. There hag been:
a tremendous inerease in this Officer’s work and the
Vestry have made a recommendation that his salary
be increased from £200 a year to £300 a year. I beg
to move that this Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. Garm seconded the motion which was agreed

to. ) :
The second reading wag passed.
On the motion of Mr. MorrLEY seconded by Mr.
GALE, Mr. SpEAkER left the Chair and the House
went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SmiTH being
in, the Chair.

Clause 1, the title Clause, was read as follows :—

1. This Act sha'l be read together with the
Vestries Act 1911 (hereinafter referred to as ‘‘The
Principal Act’’) and any Act amending the same
and may be cited as the Vestries (Amendment)
Act 1948. ' :

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that Clause 1
stand part of the BIill

Mr. GALE: I beg to second that.

LEWIS: 1 should like to know if there is any.
oth<r amendment to the Act. '

Mr. MOTTLEY : T ask leave to insert the word
and figure ‘“No. 2”7 at thé end of this Claise.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber was granted leave.

The question that Clause 1 as amended stand
part of the Bill was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division. '

~Clause 2 wag read as follows :—- o

2. Sub-section (2) of section forty six of the:
Principal Act as amended by the Vestries (Amend-
ment) Act 1946 No. 2 is hereby further amended
by deleting the words ‘‘two hundred’’ occurring in
line four thereof and substituting therefor the words '
““three hundred.”’ '

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that Clause 2
stand part of the Bill

Mr. GALE: 1 beg to second that. :

Mr. LEWIS: I would like to ask if it is-
possible for this Clerk to receive this new salary
before the Bill hag been passed and whether he will"
receive it from the beginning of the parochial year.

Mr. MOTTLEY: That is set out in the Bill

Mr, COX: I am not opposed to the.inerease:
being given to this Clerk, but I do not appreciate the
method which has been adopted by those who are
responsible for increasing the wages of these em-
ployees. We know that that office down there earries
about four or five elerks and to single out one of
them and increase his salary is to create discontent
among the others. The Vestry of St. Michael
agreed to engage the services of the Civil Service
Commissioner, Mr. Adams, to go into the question
of salaries and before any conclusion has beefi reached
they single out one officer for an increase and allow
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the salaries of the others to remain as they are.
I do think that such action is going to create
some discontent among the other Officers whose
salaries will remain the same.

Mr. MOTTLEY : That is not a true statement;
iz is very untrue. (A MEMBER: It is inaccurate).
That is not an inaccuracy ; it is a direet falsehood. It is
true to say that you cannot increase the salary of
this particular Officer unless you get the permission
of the Legislature. The other officers occupy a dlﬁe}'-
ent position from that of this Officer and their
salaries have been increased. There is only one Clerk
to the Churchwarden.

Mr. COX: The honourable member has not
given us any case in point; he says that the salaries
of the other officers have been increased or that they
will be increased. Everybody kunows that the post
of Vestry Clerk was vacant for sometime; there was
an individual with as much merit as others in the
line-up for the post and they selected two or three
officers and increased their salaries. Mr. Ashby and
Mr. Grannum occupied good positions for this job
but in order not to be offensive and to push Mr.
Redman in the job and appear to be doing justice
they increased the salaries of some officers so that it
could be said that there is.no grouse. That doeg not
mean that the salaries of all the officers employed at the
parochial buildings have been increased. I think
that an investigation should be made into the yvhole
service and then they could increase the salaries of

the officers.

o The question that Clause 2 stand part of the
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Clause 3 was then passed.

On the motion of Mr. MorrLey seconded _by
Mr. Gare, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing
of the Bill in Committee. )

Mr, SpEAkER resumed the Chair and reported

sordingly.
2 On fnbbions of Mr. MorrLEY seconded by Mr.
GALE in each case, the Bill was read a third time
and passed.

PAROCHIAL EMPLOYEES PENSION
(AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
also stands in the name of the honourable senior
member for the City:—Second reading of a Bill
to amend the Parochia] Employees Pension Act 1944
(1944—14). '

Mr. MOTTLEY: This Bill should be even less
controversia] than the one which has just been
passed. The Vestries of the island have the right
to pension their employees under the Parochial
Employees Pension Act, but they have no right to pay
any Cost of Living Allowance to pensioners, A year
or so ago the Legislature passed a Bill enabling .the
Vestries to pay a Cost of Living Allowance to pension-
ers. The Vestries can lay rates in anticipation of the
payment of this Allowance but they cannot pay it to
any retired parochial employee until tl}e Legislature
sanctions the payment. Under this Bill the several
Vestries are authorised to pay to retired parochial
employees an allowance at the rate of. 50% in
respect of the first hundred pounds of pension or any
part thereof, and at the rate of 40% in respect of
the second hundred pounds of pension or any part
thercof—rates similar to those which the Government
is paying their pensioners. The Legislature has
already passed a similar Bill which cxpired at the
end of the parochial year 1948. I have much
pleasure ™ moving that this Bill be now read s
second time. \

Mr. Gaig seconded the motion which wag agreed
to.

The sccond reading was passed.

On the motion of Mr. MoTTLEY, seconded by Mr.
GALE, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went
into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMiTH b.ing in the
Chair.

Clause 1, the title Clause, was read and passed,

Clause 2 was read as follows:—

2. Notwithstanding anything to the coutrary
contained in the Principal Act or any Act amend-
ing the same as from the Twenty fifth day of March
One thousand nine hundred and forty eight. and
continuing until the Twenty fourth day of March
One thousand nine hundred and forty nine the
Vestry for each of the several parishes may if they
consider it expedient so to do pay all the parochiai
employees who have retired or whe may hereafter
retire from the service of such; Vestry an allowance
at rates not exceeding those hereinafter mentioned
as they shall from time to time determine,
namely —

Allowance at the rate of fifty per cent in re-
spect of the first hundred pounds of pension or any
part thereof and at the rate of forty per cent in
respect of the second hundred pounds of pension
or any part thereof;

Provided that no pensioner shall reeeive an
allowance under this Aet at a rate of more than
ninety pounds a year.

Mr. MOTTLEY .
stand part of the Bill.
Mr, GALE: T beg to second that.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I should like to ask

I beg to move that Clause 2

“if a rate has been laid for the payment of this allow-

ance and if so whether the law provides for it.
What I want to know is this; if you lay a rate for
expenditure which the Legislature has to sanction
and the Legislature does not make provision for
the proposed expenditure does the law provide for
that? Does the law provide for an expenditure of
this sort which the Legislature has to sanction?

Mr. MOTTLEY: Yes.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The honourable mem-
ber is not a lawyer; he might be a good village
lawyer.

Mr. MOTTLEY: As a matter of fact, this
matter needs but a modicum of intelligence to fol-
low it. Provision has been made for this expendi-
ture. If you read the Parochial Employees Pen-
sion Act you will see that the Vestries can lay
rates in respect of pensions due and which may
occur during the year. There is some elasticity.
The position is not as in the case of the Legislature
where a Resolution can be sent down after the
Estimates have been passed. The Vestries lay their
rates once a year and they are allowed to make the
necessary provision for expenditure of this sort
under the Head °‘‘Miscellaneous’’ as is set out
under Clause 52 of the Act; but the money cannot
be paid until the Legislature sanctions it.

Mr. LEWIS: If the law provides for the
payment of this allowance then we have to be very
grateful; at least the pensioners should be grate-
ful. T just want to say that when the last Act was
expiring certain members of the Vestry should have
known that they could not discontinue the payment
of this Allowance, and they have allowed the poor
pensioners to remain in a state of anxiety for all
those months before they got legal sanction to pay
out the allowance. (A MEMBER: We are now
trying to get it). I am wondering why the mem-

bers of the Vestry did not allow the Bill to be put.

under the various Expiring Laws Aet. (Mr.

ﬂ
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MOTTLEY: You would still have to amend the
Act). However, I feel it is regrettable that the
poor pensioners have had to be kept waiting for all
these months.

Mr. ADAMS: Purely out of curiosity 1
would like to ask if the rate hag been laid, it the
money has been made available already and the
Vestry want legislative sanction to pay it, or if
the money has been paid already and they want
Jegislative ratification.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I thought of putting the
Bill under the Expiring Laws Act myself but the
Aect would still have to be amended. In the first
place a Bill was passed to provide the payment of
a Cost of Living Allowance to pensioners up to
the end of the parochial year 1948, and the feeling
of the new Vestry would have to be obtained as to
whether they would agree to continue to pay thig Al-
lowance for the ensuing year 1948-49. Having agreed
to continue to pay the Allowance the Vestry have
exercised their right under the Act and made the
necessary provision for it; but so far they cannot
pay out one cent more than the actual pension al-
lowed by the Act. Therefore they have to get leg-
islative sanetion before the Cost of Living Allow-
ance can be paid. The Vestry of St. Michael are
still cautious enough as not to come into conflict
with the Legislature; they have been paying the
actual pension to which retired parochial employees
are entitled but mo Cost of Living Allowance can
be paid until the Legislature says that it can be
paid. This is not a private Bill; the several Ves-
tries are authorised under this Bill to pay this
Allowance to pensioners but they are not compelled
to do it. The answer to the honourable member’s
question is a very simple one; provision has been
made for the payment of this Allowance but none
of it has yet been paid to any pensioner.

Mr. ADAMS: I spoke just now out of curi-
osity but I speak now as a taxpayer who has already
got his tax bills. Does this mean that the Vestry
have to lay a rate or they have already laid the
rate and have the money?

Mr. MOTTLEY: Special provision has been
made in the Estimates for the payment of this Cost of
Living Allowance for the year 1948-49. We
have the authority to do it under the Parochial

“Employees Pension Aect or the Vestries Act but no

money can be paid until the Legislature sanctions
it. When the Bill is enacted the Allowance will
be paid as from the 25th of March.

The question that Clause 2 stand part of the
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Clause 2 was passed. .

Clause 3 was read and passed.

On the motion of Mr. MorTLEY seconded by
Mr. GALg, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of
of the Bill in Committee.

Mr. SpreAkEr resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On motions of Mr. Morrrey seconded by Mr.
GALE in each ecase, the Bill was read a third time
and passed.

THE ST. PHILIP’S PARISH LOAN ACT

Mr. GARNER: I beg to move that Order No.
86 under Private Members’ Business be taken as
the next Order of the Day.

Mr. Crawrorp seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

Mr. SPEAKER: The niext Order of the Day
stands in the name of the honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Philip —Second reading of a Bill to

v

authorise the Vestry of the parish of St. Philip
to raise a loan not exceeding £300 Tor the purpose
of installmg g Diesel Lighting Plant at Stirling”
the residence of the Parochial Medical Officer.

Mr. GARNER: I do not think that this is any
controversial matter. The Vestry of St. Philip
have, in duty bound, to provide the Tighting for
‘Stirling,’? the residence of the parochial Medi-
cal Officer. We have there a diesel engine but it
is of no use now; it has already served its useful
purpose. The Parochial Medical Officer has given
us notice that he ean no longer keep certain medi-
cal supplies in safe custody on account of the fact
that the refrigerator is not in operation, and I
think that that is a very delicate matter. We have
to think of the health of the community before we
think of dollars and cents, and with that in view
the Vestry have agreed to borrow this money. This
is a prime neecessity; the matter has been duly ad-
vertised and nobody has taken objection to it. I
beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. CrawrorD secondcd the motion which was
agreed to.

The second reading was passed.

On the motion of Mr. GARNER, seconded by Mr.
Crawrorp, Mr. SpeakerR left the Chair and the
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SmiTH
being in the Chair. '

On a similar motion, the Preamble was post-
poned. ‘

Clauses 1 and 2 were read and passed.

Clause 3 was read as follows:—

3. For the purpose of repaying any sum or
sums which may be borrowed as aforesaid (mot
exceeding together the sum of three hundred
pounds) the said Vestry are hereby authorised and
required to lay a rate in the said parish in the
year one thousand nine hundred and forty nine
sufficient to pay the sum of Three hundred pounds
in part payment and on account of the sum or
sums so borrowed with the interest becoming due
in that year on the principal sum and the expenses
ineurred in obtaining this Act and in each of the
nine then following years a sum sufficient to pay
in each and every one of those years a like sum of
thirty pounds on further account of the principal sum
s0 borrowed with the interest becoming due in those
years on the unpaid balances of the said principal
sum for the time being and for defraying all ex-
penses incurred by them from time to time in
carrying out the provisions of thig Act and such
rates are to be laid in the usual manner and are to
be subject to confirmation or amendment in the
usual manner. .

Mr. GARNER: I ask leave to delete the
words ‘‘three hundred’’ occurring in line 6 and
insert the word ‘‘thirty’’ in place thereof.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber wag granted leave.

Mr. GARNER: I beg to move that Clause 3
as amended stand part of the Bill.

Mr. CrRAWFORD seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

Clause 3 was passed.

The remaining Clauses of the Bill were read
and passed, the word ‘‘June’’ being inserted in
the blank in Clause 4.

The Schedules and the Premable were read and
passed. )

"On the motion of Mr.  GARNER seconded by Mr.
CRAWFORD, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the’
Bill in Committee with amendments.

Mr. SpeaKER resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.




710

HOUSE

On motions of Mr, GArRNEr., seconded by Mr.
CRAWFORD in each case, the Bill was read a taicd
‘time and passed.
. REVERSION TO GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
) Mr. ADAMS, Mr. Speaker,—Honourable mem-
bers are willing to revert to (Government Business
and 1 therefore beg to move that the next Order
of the Day be to resume Government Business.

Dr. ComwMming seconded the. motion which was
agreed to.

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave that Order No. 2 on
the Order Paper be taken as the next Order of the
Day.

There being no objeetion, leave was granted the
honourable member,

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
therefore is to resume Committee on the Bill to
consolidate and amend the Acts of this Island
relating to Public Health,

¢

THE PUBLIC HEALTH BILL

Mr. SpeAker left the Chair and the House re-
sumed Committee on the Bill Mr. SMmITH being in
the Chair.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House was last
in Committee on this Bill Clause 219 renumbered
216 had been passed.

Claus:s 217 to 219 as renumbered were passed.

Clause 223 renumbered 220:—

220. (1) Any person who wilfully obstructs or
attempts to obstruet any person acting in the
execution of any warrant, order or authority of a
Police Magistrat: undcr this Act shall, in any case
for which no other provision is made by this Act be
liable to a fine not exceeding twenty pounds, and
to a further fine not ¢xceeding five pounds for every
day on which such obstruction continues.

(2) Any person who wilfully obstructs or
attempts to obstruct any person acting in the “xe-
cution of this Act or any instrument mads there-
ungier other than in the execution of a warrant or
order of a Police Magistrate shall, in any case for
which no other provision is made by this Act, be
liable to a fine not exceeding ten pounds.

Dr. CUMMINS: T beg to move that Clause 223
renumbered 220 stand part of the Bill

Mr. BLACKMAN: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I would like to
remind the-Committee that Wwhen we were dealing
with this Bill earlier this afternoon. I pointed out
that we had made amendments putting in things for
which provision has been made later in the Bill. 1
should like to know whether we are going to allow
the amendments which we have made to remain
when they have been provided for. I would like
the Bill to be sent to the Other Place in the right
wa;

yMr MOTTLEY : We can re- comm1t the Clauses
later on.

The question that Clause 223 renumbered 220
stand part of the Bill was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

Clauszes 221 to 229 as renumbered were passed.

Mr. BRANCKER: T beg to move that Clause
215 re-numbered 212 be recommitted. I apologise
for not referring to this amendment before. T think
that these bye-laws should be approved by the two
Houses of the Legislature as well.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
to: - :

‘the Bill to the House.

Mr., BRANCKER: 1 propose that we amend
this Clause so that it will read similar to Clause 7 (2)
of the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Aet. That
Act gives power to the Transport Board to make cer-
tain Regulationg and I propose that this Clause be
worded similarly so as to provide that these bye-laws
should also receive the sanction and approval of the
Legislature.

Dr., CUMMINS: That point was raised when
we were dealing with the Clause in the first instance
and I pointed out that these bye-laws are to be made
by the Sanitary Authorities for the working of the
parishes. If these bye-laws are made by the Sanitary
Authorities and they are submitted to the Director
and to the Governor-in-Executive Committee for ap-
proval, I do not see the point in submitting them to
the Legislature as well.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am bound to agree with the
honourable senior member for St. Thomas. These
bye-laws will be made by the several Sanitary Author-
itles and they are different from Rules and Regula-
tions, We could not have thege bye-laws coming be-
fore the Legislature all the time.

Clause 215 re-numbered 212 wag passed.

Mr. F. I. WALCOTT: I beg to move that
Clause 217 re-numbered 214 be recommitted.

Mr. COX: T beg ‘0 second that.

The question that Clause 217 re-numbered 214
be recommitted was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive.

A division wag taken as follows:—

Ayes: Dr. WiLsoN, Dgr. Cummins, MEsSRs.
Brancker, HusBanps, Cox, F. L. Warcorr, LEwis,
Marp, Apams, BLACKMAN, GARNER, MOTTLEY, SyM-
MoNDS, Dowping and Haynes—15.

Noes: Messrs. 8. A. WarcorT, WILKINSON and
Mr. SPEARKER—3.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: What I want to point
out is that if we read Clause 21% as renumbered
carefully, we will see that the amendments which
have been made to Clauses 214 and 215 as renum-
bered have been covered. It means therefore that
these Clauses have been made redundant and if we
pass them in that way the Other Place will return
Provision in respect of the
powers of entry hag been made in the whole Bill.
I therefore beg to move that the words ““or any
person authorised by them,”’ which were inserted, -
be deleted.

Dr. CUMMINS: 1 accept that amendment.

Clause 217 renumbered 214 was passed.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Clause 218
renumbered 215 be recommitted.

Mr. BrackMax seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

Dr. CUMMINS: In view of the amendment
which was made to Clause 214 as renumbered, I ask
leave to delete the words ‘‘or any person authorised
by the Director’’ which were inserted in Clause 215
as renumbered.

There being no objection, the hon. member was
granted leave to delete the words.

. Clause 218 renumbered 215 was passed.

The three Schedules of the Bill were passed.

CHAIRMAN REPORTS PROGRESS

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,—Before we
go any further with this Bill, in view of the amend-
ments which have been made I propose to refer the
Bill to the Attorney General again. I beg to move
that you do now report progress with leave for the

Committee to sit again. .
A
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Mr. BrackMAN seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

The CumalRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

Mr. SPEAKER: I should like to remind the
hon. member in charge of this Bill that there are
some Clauses consideration of which has been post-

-~

Dr. CUMMINS: Some of these Clauses have
to be redrafted when the Bill is referred to the
Attorney General.

THE ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper having been fixed,

Mr. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that this House
do now adjourn to this day week, the 20th day ‘of
July, 1948, at 12 o’clock noon. The first ten or
eleven matters on the Order Paper for the next
meeting should not be controversial and I have put
them in that way so as to try and clear the Order
Paper. If a full House cannot attend next Tuesday,
no important business will be done.

Mr. LEWIS: I beg to second the motion. I
would like to suggest that when the House sits as
late as thig hour some light refreshment should be
provided for hon. members. -I do not partake of the

lunch and I think I am entitled to speak on this
matter. I think that this is something to which
Your Honour and the Leader of the House might
pay attention. Another matter is this; the employ-
ees of the Public Works Department who put up the
barricades around this Chamber for the sitting of
the House have been trying for a long time to get
overtime pay for doing this job and they have fail-
ed to do so. They are not employed for doing that
specific job so that one might say that they only do
it once or twice a week; they are working for long-
er hours than they would work otherwise and they
are entitled to some compensation for it. The next
matter to which I want to refer is the deplorable,
condition of the area in the swing of the Public
Buildings gate. I have had to draw attention to that
matter in this House already. It is the place wherae
all the officials come in every morning and I wonder
how they get their motor cars over that hole at the
Public Buildings gate. If the King of England came
to this country we would have to bring him through
that gate.

The question that this House do now adjourn
to this day week, the 20th day of July, 1948, at
twelve o’clock nmoon was put and resolved in ‘the
affirmative without division and Mr. SPEAKER ae-
cordingly adjourned the House.






