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' HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 13th July, 1948. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly 

met a t  l 2  o'clock noon to-day. 

Present. 

His Honour Mr. G. B. E ~ N ,  (Speaker), Dr. 
B. G. CUMMINS, Mwrs .  L. E. SMITH, (Chmimnan of 
Committ~es), K. N. R. HUSBANDS, F. L. WALCOTT, 
M. E.  Cox, D. d. FOSTER, A. E.  S. LEWIS, H. D. BLACK- 
ism, D. D. GARNER, J. A. HAYNES, B.A., H. A. 
DomxNa, and V. C. G m .  

Prayers are read. 

MINUTES. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that  the Minutes of the two previous meert- 
ings are not yet ready for codrmation. 

ILLNESS O F  T H E  CLERK. 

Mr. SPEAKEB : I havje the honour to inform 
the House that I received a telephonic communication 
yesterday from the Clerk to the eRect that he is ill 
and is unable to attend the meeting of the House to- 
day. I have arranged that thse Deputy Clerk should 
act .as Cberk and Mr. J. C. Armstrong as Deputy Clerlr. 
to-day. It is necessary for  some honourable membkr 
to make motions to carry my arrangements into effect. 

On the motion of Dr. C U M ~ S ,  seconded by &b. 
BLACKMAN, the Clerk is granted leave of ablsence 
from to-day 'B meeting. 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING CLERK. 

On the motions of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by Mr. 
BLACKMAN, the Deputy Clerk is appointed to act as 
Clerk a t  to-day's meeting. 

APSOINTM'BNT O F  ACTING DEPUTY CLERK. 

I On the motion of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by Mr. 
BLACKMAN, Mr. J. C. Armstrong is appointed to act as 

. Deputy Clerk at to-day 'S meeting. 
l Mr. ADAMS enten  the House and takes his seat. 

'DOCUMENT. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received the Colonial Treasurer $ 
Financial Report for the month ended 30th June, 
1948. 

P U E R  LAID. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,- I have the honour 
to lay on the table of the House the Zollowjng 
Paper :- 

Message No. 10/1948 from H i  Excellency the 
Governor informing the House, with reference to the 
Addrzss dated 1st June, that he has appointed a ,Com- 
mittee to enquire into the alleged ~glrievancecs of motor 
bus concessionaires. 

NOTICES. 

Government Notioes are given a s  follows :- 
Dr. C W M I N S  : Special Resolution under the 

provisions of section 6 of the Volunteer Act, 1909, a s  
enacted by section 4 of the, Volunteer (Amendment) 
Act, 1948 (1948-11). 

DT. CUMMINS: Resolution to place the sum 
of £585 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee, to pay a living-out allowance to nurses 
at  the Barbados General Haspital to 31st March, 1949. 

Dr. CUMMINS : Resolution to authorise the 
Governor to enter into agreemen% with persons to  
serve in  the Maternity Hospital in  the office of Matron 
and in  the Barbados General Hospital in any of the 
following offices, namely, House Surgeon and Anaes- 
thetist, House Surgeon, Matron, Assistant Matron, 
Sister Tutor and Hiome Sister, Sister, Radiologist and 
Radiographer, subject to the conditions set out in  the 
resolution. 

Dr. CUM1MINS: Besolution to place the sum 
of B 7 8  a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee for (a)  the repair and purchase of fur+ 
ture for the quarters of the Staff Offlcer, Banbados 
Volunteer Foroe.; and (b) the installation, of sanitary 
facilities in the 'quarters of the Range Warden of the 
Barbados Volunteer Force. 

Messrs. MOTTLEY and W&KINSON enter the House 
and take their s ea t .  
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Dr. CUMMINS : Resolution to place the sum 01 
J;l;(X10 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee in connection with the sending of Barbados 
labourers to Dutch Guiana (Surinam) for a n  experi- 
mental emigration &heme, and to meet incidental 
expenses in connection therewith. 

Dr. CUMMINS : Resolution for &2,600 to supple- 
ment the provision in the Estimates fop the year 
1948-49 under Head Xx,  Education, i. alernntary,  
Item 23, Nutrition for Elemenbry School children. 

Mr. BLACKXAN: Resolution that from ths 
15th August, 1948, the postage on the special air letter 
forms provided for that purpose addressed to any 
destination .set out in the schedule to the resolution 
shall be a t  the rate of six pence per form. 

Dr. CURIJIINS : Bill to amend the Vestries Act, 
11911 (1911-5). 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT enters the House and taker 
his seat. 

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the 
Rouse into Committee of Supply a t  its next meeting 
to consider the money Resolutions, with the exwption 
of the &solution relating to the Surinam Emigration 
Scheme, of which notice has .just been given. 

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to ask leave to 
move the suspension of Rules 88 and 89 to deal with 
the &solution for $1,000 relating to the emigration 
oT a&tlers to SuiBam. 

Dr. W ~ N  ehtem the House and takes his seat. 
Mr. DO~VDTNG gives notice of the following 

Address :- 
The  House of Assentbly 

no 

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 AND 89 

On t& motion of Mr. ADAW, with leave, second- 
ed by Mr. BLACKMAN, Rules 88 and 89 are suspended 
to enable the Home to deal with the Resolut~on for 
51,000 in connection with the &migration Scheme 
to Surinam a t  to-day 'S meeting. 

INSTRUCTION TO T H E  COMMITTEE O F  
SUPPLY 

On the motions of Mr. APAMS, seconded by Mr. 
BLACKMAN in each case, the House decides that i t  
be an  instruction to the Committee of Supply when 
the House is in Committee of Supply to deal with 
the Resolution for  931,000 relating to the Suri- 
nam Emigration Scheme and also to deal with Reso- 
lution No. 3 of Order No. 1. 

Mr. BRANCKDR enters the House m d  takes his 
seat. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order is to resnmr 
Committee of Supply to consider the grant of suins 
of money for the service of the Colony. 

Mr. SPEAKER leavcs the Chair and the House 
resumes Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being in  
the Chair. 

Mr. SYMMONLE enters the House and takes his 
seat. 

COURSE OF TRAINING FOR OBSTETRTCW AT THE 

MATERNITY HOSPTTAL 

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Chairman,-The first 

The House of Assembly respe&fully requed 
Your Excellency to enquire from the Vestries of the 
*&ides this idan& hat  sum or sams of m n e y  
would be required to  effect the yepaim to 
hou1ses dmgeEL by the Tecent win& and rains with a 
d e w  to sending down the necessary Resolution to the 
Houses of the Legislature providing funds for 
effecting the same. 

H& E'xcelleacy the Bowemor. l Resolution with which we shall deal is No. 3 - a 
E'?~olu t io~ for 8 ,017  (to be subsequently refunded as 
a free grant under the p r o ~ a i o n s  of the 'Chlonial 
Development and Welfare Act) to meet the cost of a 
Course of training for the obstetrician a t  the 
Maternity Hospital. Honourable members mill see 
f*m the aikkndum &a* this amount should have 
been taken from funds provided for the Maternity 
Hospital under Scheme D. 414 but the Secretar~r of 
State decided that the cost of the &fieer's trainling 

I stetrician has been away, t&en the course, returned 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : To envluire of the' senior and taken u p t h e  duties. The tra-&ion is a proper 

m m b e r  of the ~xecnbive Cornmitke present in fhc one and I beg to move that this Resolution do now 
House at the next meeting :- l pass. 
1. Will the Government take immediate steps to M ~ .   BLACK^,: I beg to ad. 

QUESTIONS i should be confined to a sewrate Scheme. The ob- 

meertah the damage done to houses d&ring the wind- 
storm on 5th Jw~Y,  194% and provide financial 
assistance whewve~  the c i r c u m s t a n ~  require i t ?  

Mr. 'SPEAamR: I have to that ques- 
tion, in view of the Addre% of which notice was 
g l ~ e n  earlier by the honourable senior member f ~ r  
R. &o=e dealing with the same subject. 

p. L. WALCOTT : To enquire: of the senior 
member (rf the E~ecu'tive committee Present in the 
Hou,qe at  its next meeting : 

wi l l  the Government take immedliate steps to 
install electricity in  the Speightstown Boys' School, 
St. Peter.? 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: enquire of the 
member of the Executive C'ommittee present in 
the YIous- a t  i ts next meeting:- 

BILL READ A F ' m V  -m 
o n  the motion of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded b y  Mr. 

BLACKMAN, a Bill to amend the Vestries Act, 1911 
(1911-5) is read a first time. 

Mr. LEWIS: Before you put the question, Sir, 
I would just like to say that while the honourable 
member may be quite cowect in rnying that this is a 
proper transaction i t  is obvious that by this means 
the Govqmment of Barbados will lose the amount 
mentioned in this &solution from the block grant 
that is now given by Colonial Development and 
Welfare because if it weye a s;pecific scheme that 
was dealt with before the block grant of ~~oo, (M)o was 
allotted to Barbados, we would get back this amomit 
but now that there is a block grant, if transfer 
any amount from that, we are going to lose +hat 
amount. Not that we are going to use the S800.000 
because i t  does not look so and it may be that in 
8 or 10 time that will lapse too. Howevm, 3 
would like to point out that by thlis method we are 

RESOLUTION RE lBiWICIBATI6N TO s ~ N A M  

Dr. CUMMINS: The other R,esolution wit11 
which we shall deal. is' for the sum of $1,000 to be 
placed a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Execntivf? 

aTfill the (k~~ernment  make a statement as to  I d&nitely losing this amount f r m  the block gran?. 
the rlnture plans for the re-organizatim 

Of l The question that this Resolution do now paw 
Barbados fSCTeaare Limited? is put  and resolved in the affirmative without divisJou. 
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Committee in connection with h e  sending of Barba- 
dlian labourers to Dutch Guiana (Surinam) for a* 
experimental emigration scheme and ta meet inci- 
dental expenses in  connection therewith. I t  is well 
known, I belicve, to honourable members that the 
Surinam Commission have arrived in the island a n d  
from to-day have entered upon their duties. This 
g1,OO is to enable us to get oa with th-  scheme. 
Par t  of i t  will be spent in  sendiag the Labour In- 
spector to Surinam for a short period EO that he 
can acquaint himself of condibions down there and 
sce that the labourers who do go are satisfied. Some 
of this money will be recovered later on from the 
Surinam Government. I beg to move that  this Reso- 
lution do now pass. 

Mr. BLdCKMAN: I beg fo w a n d  th&. 
Alr. HAYNES : Mr. CqnsLirman,-W,hile I a m  

very glad to see this scheme going into operation I 
would like to ask a few questions in ecm;meehion with 
it. First of all, I would like to know if the emigr;ialts 
will be treated under the wntract that was arranged 
by the delegation that went to Su rham sometime ago, 
in  which case the cost of transportabion and so on 
will be paid by the surinam Government; also 
whether the land that was agr:ed upon for the us? 
of the settlers wil1 $be still available. 

Dr. CUMMJNS : As regards the question about 
tranrjportati~n, the JU~.I~OS member for  St. John mill 
be in a better positim to mswes that than I am. As 
f a r  as  I know, the things that were fomerly agseed 
upon still Bald good. There was only one thing 
about which the delegation w;ias not satisfied, that is. 
the question cnf housing which hw since been reetifkd. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: So f a r  as  I know, the con- 
t r a d s  will be made between the owners of the plan- 
tations and the labou~ers;  the ave rnmen t  of Suri- 
narn will not be in it. 

Mr. LXWtIS : I would just like to rema* this : 
It is m a l  in Resolutions of this kind to state the 
rates a t  which these allowances are going to be given 
to the persons me are sending abroad. I do not 
see them stated 'here and I can only a y  that  I hope 
they .will b e  adequttte. What you have to remember 
is that there is a d i f i rmce  in  .the currencies of the two 
countries. ?"his House h% discovered that  it cannot 
even leave it to the membe~s of 'the !Executive Com- 
mittee to get good allowances for  t'heme1v.e~ and I 
sincerely hope %at they are not sending somebody 
to Surinam and are not giving him adequate allov- 
ances so that be cotlld occupy, in  Sarirrarn, the posi- 
tion which a liaison &cer should occupy. 

Dr. C-NS : If honourable members imisrt 
on getting that  information &fore the vote is passed 
I will ask for the postponement of the further con- 
sideration of the Resolution. 

Mr. LErWa;S: I .am not asking for  that. I only 
express the hope that the allowances will be adequate, 
otherwise the Executive Committee may have to send 
down a supplementary resolution b e c a m  I feel that 
our liaison officer should be in a position to maintain 
his prestige and independence NO that he could look 
after these workers properly. 

Mr. GARNER : I would rather have this Reaolu- 
tion postponed beea'use there are cerain questiom 
which I want to and the information, it seems, 
will not bbe forthcoming to&y. I think we ought 
to know more about this scheme before we send 
la'tiourers down there. I wamt to b o w  if we 
dealing with the Government of Surinam or 
private e m p l o y e ~ ~  in Surinam in this matter. I want 
to know somet&ing more about i t  and if the members 
who is in  charge of the ;Resolution wonld get up p;nd 

q l a i n  the &ter I wollld be willing to let the Lie- 
SrPLution pase iodw. 

,Nr. C;RBWFORD enters the House and takes his 
+<tat. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I repeat that if honausabh 
members want fur&r lnforraation l am willilag. 10 
postpone the further consideration of the Resolution 
and g& the information. 

1 Mr. B. L. WALCOTT : I am not a member of the 
Govera3ment or  anything like that; but  what I cannot 

1 u n d e r d u d  is this. If any honourable member wanb 
information, let him get up  a d  ask for  it. What 
is the use of suspending; the  ;Rules to deal with this 
BRsoiution today  and  then before we get half way 
in $the debate we are asked to postpom the further 
wmideration of it? I* looks childish. 

1 Nr. WLKlNaON: Z do mt think khat any 
honourable mem'ber wantis this Besolution postponed 
indefinitely. Ap8parennt1y, certain members want a 
little more information which, I think, is reasonable. 
An honourable member wants to know what allow- 
ance will be made to this liaison o&ew p e r  day while 

is in Burinam and mother honourable mcniber 
wanh to  know whether the original agre,?ment will 
be adhered to, that is to say, if the seittlers pmve to he 
wtidactory, whether they will be given the option to 
own land. I do think i t  is reasonable to post'pome the. 
Resolution for m haur or two so as to get the infor- 
mation but not until next week. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Personally I would like to sfce 
that this Resolution is passed to-day or even now. But  
in the addendum to the &solution mention is made 
of the sending of the Labour Inspector to act as liaison 
officer during the initial stages of the emigration and 
a h  of provision that hrrs been made to pay expenses 
on 'behalf of the Surinam Commission as advances 
to be recovered lafer from the Government of Burri- 
nam. Surely the honourable member chargz of the 
Resolution should give W information as fully as 
psssible. I should like the honourable member to t e l l  
UF, something more about bhese expenss on behalf of 
the Surinam Commisison as advances to be recovered 
later. The senior member for St. Andrew wants to 
know whether the contracts are entered into with the 
Government of Surimarn or with private employer& 
in SuT;nam. Let us hear some fuller information. 'It 
is not unreasonable to  ask for it. 

Mr. BUCKMAN: X happen CO be a member OE 
the delegation that went to Surinam and we presented 
a 5 q r d t .  A eopy of tdmt &pm% was given to every 
member of 'this House, and this Bonse passed 
an A d d ~ s s  asking the Governor to give & c c 3 0  
it. As the result, the Governor got in  toucb with the 
Surinam Government which has sent a Commission to 
select the first batch of settlers. A copy of the con- 
tract wm attached to the Report and that  contvact 
shows tha t  it will 'be entered b y  %he particular 
plantatim, in this case it is Marienburg Sugar Estate, 
and the particular settlers. The last paragraph of the  
addendum to t%e Remlution states that povision iq  

also made for miscellaneous expenditure and to pay 
expenises on k h a l f  .of the  %urinaim Commission as 
advances to b p  recovered Pater horn the Govmnrnent 
of Gurinam. I 'bake i t  that the Barbados Government 
will .be .seeing after the puthing up  of the .Commission- 
ers while they are here and the e r p e n w  inour~ed in 
so doing will be recoverable from the Surinam Bmr- 
ernment. 

Mr. LEWIS : We .should ncrt put  ours~Tves in a 
false position. I understand that this. mtigration. 
scheme is going to be on the lines of the ~~empc-rra~y 
emigration scheme to the U.S.A., that is to  I ~ V  w e  a,rp 
going to have Government spcmsomhip but the con- 
tracts will be privately entered into. As -Ear @ Dhe 
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1a.d paragraph of the a d d ~ e d u m  is concerned I would 
ilke to say thls. It the Surmam ~ o m m i s ~ ~ o n e r s  came 
ncre and started to pay thew bw xares and motor 
oar hlre 1n gwlders l ao not think the people woulcl 
I&e to take them, so the Government would have to 
advance  hem local currency and then there will 
ue an adjustment between this Government and the 
Suriilam Government. If the ~ 0 I n l u b ~ l o n e r ~  Were . coming from Trinidad they would bring Trinidad 
noLes but these Commissioners from Surinam wlfl be 
bringing guilders which the local people would not 
want to take. If you are going to postpone bhLi 
Wesolution and somebody is going to tell you that the 
information you want is contained in  the Message 
that was sent to you in the report that 
culated Or in 'he AddresYou passed, then I think You 
will be placing your@lves in a podtion. after 
4 ' 7  the Comrmarioners yesterday and 
there is the feeling in  Barbados that the members of 
the Iiouse of ane to have an 
tion scheme but are also willing to block i t  when i t  
stark, if certain people are not in the forefront of if. 
I feel that if we have forgotten what we have stated 
about this emigration scheme, it be to 
refresh our memories. s o  far as I understand the 
scheme from the beginniqg, the Authorities in Surin- 
am are going to pay the costs. Thr ""Y 
thing has been left Out) far I can see, is 
that 'Ome Of this is to pay ' do 
feel that it would be a aerious mistake if the people 
of Barbados, especially their representatives in the 
'House of Assembly, gave the imp~:ssion, while the 
recruiting people are here, that we know all about 
this matter already but  me want to stop this emigra- 
tion to Surinam for some reason other than in  the 
general interest of the labourers who will be going to 
surinam. It would be rather unfortunate if we 
gave that impression. 

SYMMONDS: chairman,-l alll one 
of those who would like to this Resolution 
without further delay. Bu t  the honourable member 
who has just sat down has asked if proper provision 
lis madre, as regards the allowances to the l iai~on 
o$cer who i t  is proposvcsd should be sent with the 
,emigrants and following that quwtion other honour- 
able members have asked for further information & 
the matter. What I want to say now is this: This 
House is entitled to know how much i t  is proposed to 
spend upon this particular officer who is being sent, 
to Surinam. I remember, as  a member of the Commit- 
tee which considered the report of the delegation 
that went to Surinam, that Tve urged that a liaison 
officer be sent to protect our workers in a strange 
land but I anz s ~ ~ g g e s t i ~ ~ i  that although we an. en- 
titled to the information that is being sought, yet the 
urgency of sending labourers abroad is so great 
that we should not cauw any delay in the carrying 
out of this scheme. On ev-ry hand we have b e n  
trying our best to further emigration schemes and 
even though this be on a small scale I am throwing 
out the suggestion to honourable members to waive 
their right to this particular information because 
of the urgency of the matter. I say again that 
the junior member for the City is the person who 
first asked ,for further information in  thils matter 
and he now wants to censure other honourable 
members for asking for information. 

Mr. L m S :  I dicl not pronose to postpone 
it until the information is obtained. I f  the allow- I 
ance is not sufficient, the officer would makp proper 

HOUSE 
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that the Labour Inspector will act a liaison officer 
during the ,initial stages of the emlgratlon for a 
pcriod of two to five weelis and i t  1s obvious that 
it would be necessary for him to spend more money 
if he remains in  Xurinam for five weeks than lf he 
remains for  two r e g a r b  paragraph 3 
of the addendum, these Commissioners will have 
certain expenses while they are here; the Government 

m a b  advances to them while they are in this 
&land and the money so spent will be refunded when 
they return to Surinam 1 cannot see any diffiCu t?- d 

in  that; it is really an  instance of mueh ado about 

Mr. CRAWG'ORD : What really mystifies mc 
is that for some weeks now, the Government mew a 

that the Surinam Commission would be comille this 
week. The Government also knew that this mullc!y 
would be needjed; therefore, what excuse Can there be 
'for waiting until the last moment to present this Re- * 

solution before this House? Why was not a copy of 
this Resolution sent to each honourable member so 
that they go through the report of the dele- 
gation and refresh their memories on the facts of 
the c a e  and also pewse the terms of the enntract 

h 

so that any poin& that to-day be fresh in 
t ~ r  minds and would dealt with e~ped,itiously l 
As the matter now stands7 not only honourable mem- 
bers but even the rnemben of the Qovernrnrnt them- 
selves apparently have not bothered to refresh their 
memories as to the facts of the case and they find them- 
selves in the embarrassing position of not being able 
to answer questions which are asked even by back- 
benchem. I believe that no harm can be 
done if this matter iis postponed for  a week. As 
a matter of fact the Surinam Commission is now 
here and i t  would be apropos if steps were take11 
to interview the commission on the question of the 

t 
wages for a Barbadian emigrant. Last year when 
We sent our delegation to Surinam the Government of 
St. snt One. the facts I have llot 
bere with me but  I know that i t  ij correct to say 
that the St. Lucian delegation reported that the 
Trade Ullion leaders in Surinam had particularly 
asked them not to accept the wage rathe of 4/6 a day 
because if they did so, i t  would be putting t1l~m ill 8 

peculiar position, inasmuch as they, in Surinam. 
were endeavouring to get the wage rate raised tc 
a t  least 5/6 a day. As a matter of fact Mr. E1aazer t -- 

who was one of the leaders of the Surinam Trade 
UGon told the St. Lucian delegation that theg hed 
their election this Year, that they hoped to c a p t n r ~  
six seats and that they were making the qn~lstion 
of an increase i n  the wage rate for Surinanl workers 
One of the nlank,~ in their political platform; that 
'if foreign West Indian labourers are willing to come 
in to work for  less than what the Trade Unioll in 
Surinam was demand in^, i t  will readily be seen tl18~ 
position in  which they would be i lace d. On my 
way from Jamaica last year I stopped in ~ r i n i d a d  
and met Messrs. Carasco and Schouten, members of W- 

the St. Lucian delegation, and they told m. that they 
were making reference to this state of affairi in 
their report,-a copy of which I have obtainrd 
and I can emphasize the point. No mention of ~t 
was made in the report of the Barbadian delegation 
and I do not know for what reason they did not see 
fit to make some reference to i t  because I certainly 
Wt the impression that the same representation? 
which were made to the St. Lucian delegatioll with q 

representation and I suppose the House would qrant 
the additional amount. 

Mr. GALE : I do not think i t  is n-ce-sar~i to 
postpone this Resolution. The addendum statps 

regard to this important question of wagvs were 
also made to the Barbadian delegation. I am not T 
in a position to say to-day, although I ~0ssiblv 
would be next Tuseday, whether or not the Election 
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came off and what were the results but 1 do know 
that representations were being made ,in St. Lucia 
with the view to swing to i t  that the accepbi'd wage 
rate by the St. Lucia Government does not conflict 
with the wage rate which is being demand-d by the 
Trade Union in Sul~inam and this Government 
would be putting itself in  a very invidiou~ position 
if it accepted a wage rate which has been publicly 
declared to be less than what the workers In Suri- 
nam were demanding and possibly less than what 
they are getting now. In vlew of this and other 
points which have been raised I think that no harm 
would be done if this Besolution was postponed for 
another week. I really have some important facts 
which have recently come into my possession in  con- 
mction with the entire qucstion of emigration to 
Surinam and if I had the faintest idea that this 
Resolution would have been before us to-day I would 
have had those facts here. It is not fair to us. 
It is not a caste of a situation arising overnight; i t  
is a which the Government knew weeks ago 
would arise and there is absolutely no excuse at  
all for sending this R?solution to us only to-day 
and expecting us to vote this money without any 
furt8her ado. I ljubn~it that now the Commission 
is ]?:re is the time for us to clarify the question of 
wages and even allow the Government to take up  
thes2 matters with them. We are looking for trouble 
if we send Barbadian workers down there and 
say we am going to accept the wage rate against 
which the Trade TJnion in Surinam is making the 
most strenuous 

Mr. S. A. WALCOT'T : I cannot see my way to 
put any stumbling block in the way of this IZltsolution 
but, Sir, I am very disappointed a t  the way the Gov- 
ernment members are handling it. They can answer 

no questions a t  all that are mked. I think i t  is a dis- 
graceful state of affairs that a matter like this should 
be placed so suddenly before us ,and they can answer 
no questions at all about it. Most of us are only too 
sorry that there are not 500 or 5,000 families going 
to Surinam instead of only fifty. I certainly would 
not agree to put  off this Resolution for a week because 
these gentlemen may leame, Barbados and go some- 
where else and get fifty families. The question which 
has been asked on this side of the table se~eks to o'b%ain 
protection for each man, woman and child that are 
going to Surinam and I consider that it should have 
be:n answered much better than it has been amwered. 
We are only frying to protect the emigrants by see- 
ing that they are not called upon to sign the wrong 
contract. Do not let anybody get the impression that 
any of us  on t h k  side of the House do not wish this 
matter to go through. I shall support tliis Resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. COX: It is remarkable a t  times to see the 
attitude of some members of this House. As toe all 
know, the question of emigration is a burning one in 
Barbados. We know, Sir, that on many occasions 
Addresses have been introduoed into this House 
hurriedly in the endeavour to do something to get 
some of our surplus population out of the island but 
uou will noticie, Sir, that the attitude of some members 
is just like that of the old sailor who was looking for 
work but a t  the same time was praying to God that 
he wo~lld not find any. The position is that the Suri- - 

nam Commission came here and discussed the question 
of emigration with members of the Governlnent as wel' ' 
as with members of this House in their private capac- 
ity. An Agreement was reached and an Aedress was 
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I can gather, is favourable to many of the members 
01  his kLousle. But  what happens nowt After cer- 
tain provisions were made, the Surinam Commtssion 
has again come, to this country to recruit some of our 
people as  settlers in  Surmam a d  I would like to 
say that whether they be one or 50 or 50,000 setllers, 
it is a help to this country. Well, the Government 
immecliately sends this Resolution to this Blouse. I 
took it that we were all agreed upon emigration; that 
we were all conversant with the recornmendataions of 
the, delegation to Surlaam and I felt that  we were 
all too glad to get these people out as  quickly a s  
posible, realizing what conditions, a re  i n  this country. 
Now we find to-day some members who are supposed 
to be champions of emigration are telling us that this 
matter should be pmtpond.  F o r  what reason they 
alone know but I feel that no time should be wasted 
in passing this or any other Resolution which will re- 
sult in immeldiate relief being brought to the many 
unemployed in this country. We all know that a 
short tillle ago i t  was expected that 1,000 of our work- 
ers would have gone to  the U.S.A.; that has ifallen 
through. Now the time comes when we an: absolute- 
18 sure of getting 510 families out. Why not let us  
do Our best 'and use up as little time as posjiblis to t ry  
to get these people out? I think, Sir, that the attitude 

certain mem'bers is really queer, when we remember 
that from the housetops and platforms all over this 

the question of emigration is raised. The Gov- 
ernment is accused of doing nothing in the 
matter and yet when the Government does something 
and presents something tangible you find people who 
claim to bp interested--and to be even more interested 
than the Government-being the first to gpt up to t ry 

block the P m a g e  of it. That, in  itself, should 
convince the public that these people who try to make 
them belieme that they are inferelsited in getting them 
out are the willing to do so. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I do not want to prolong 
this debate but I should like t o  that  if this Corn- 
mittee has any willingness to postpone this Resolu- 
t ion~ the people who will benefit from this scheme have 
no willingness that i t  should be postponed. Too i ~ ~ 1 1 ~  

people have been making enquiries of me about, thip 
matter and i t  grieves me to see the shameless con~Juc': 
of some people. I am surprised to hear the senior mem- 
ber for St. Thomas intimate his willingness to pm- 
tpone this Resolution. We suspendled Rules 83 and $9 
SO that this matter could be dealt with to-day ancl a 
few minutes after, we are  suggesting that i t  be past- 
poned. I will say this for the benefit of those  honour:^- 
ble members who seem to be paying no attention to 
what has been done in  this H'ouse. We passed an Ad- 
dress to the Governor after the delegation returneci 
[from Surinam and presented its report. The question 
of wages was mentioned in the report and the Adtirrss 
to the Governor asked the Government to implemeat 
the recommendations of the delegation as  contained 
in  its report. We have a l~eady  gone on r~cor:l  as having 
a~proved  of the wages and now miembers are saying 
that they want further information on that questiov. 

A question was asked about the allot~ancec, to the 
Labour Inspector who is being sent to Surinam as 
liaison offieor but the honourable member who asked 
that quedtion has stated that he is not ~villing to have 
the Resolution postponed to qet the information. The 
senior member Ior  St.  Philip asked certain qu-stionc: 
and presses his rmuest for  the information. The 
senior member for St. Andrew asked whether the 
labourem n-oald be employed the Government of 

pased  by this Rouse asking the Government to send a 
f i ~ l e g a t i ~ ~  to Surinam to investigate the possibilitieq 
of sending some of our people t h e ~ e .  The delegation 
was sent and has reported and its report, as  fa r  as 

Surinam or bv private em~loyers in  Surinam and the 
.junior member for St. .John answered that rruestion. 
But  if honourable members know anythin.. about in- 
ternational labour organi~zation, they would know ' 



that even if the labourers were employed by private 
employers i n  Surinam, this Government would have 
to come in to ste that the coiltracts are proper con- 
tracts to be entered into in  a foreign cwiiwy. Mem- 
bers of the House are wastiilg time abkiqg a loi ok 
nonsensical questions, Instead of geLting through with 
thls scheme which W for  the lxnefit or people whom 
they represent. I challenge honourable members who 
would postpone this Resolution because they know 
the consequenoe of postponing a measure like this. 

Mr. GARnNER: I do not want to carry on this 
de'bate but I fail to see how any one member can pre- 
vent me from asking for information which I want. It i. 
our duty as representatives of the people to find out 
the terms and conditions under which these emigrants 
will be going to Surinam. I am, not one of those who 
say L ' emigration for emigration sake. " This emigra- 
tion scheme must mean something for the people who 
avail themselves of it. We may be sending th(se 
people into a death trap. I have my own conscience 
which guidzs me and I am iioLhiiig to do with what 
any other honourable thinks or does. I want to know 
whether these labourers will be insured by this Gov- 
ernment or  by the Surinam Gowriiment. What pro- 
tection are they getting by way of insurance? T h i ~  
matter has been thrust upon me only this morning 
and I did not have time to study it. I do not want 
'to be a stumbling block in the path of emigration but  
a t  the same time I do not want to see emigration take 
place a t  any price. I want to know that these labour 
ers are going under the safest conditions possible. 
There is a further qu&tion which I would like to ask. 
It is all right for persons who sit her6 to be able to 
drive in their cars and live in comfor*t. It is stated, 
Mr. Chairman, in the addendum that the Labour In- 
spector is being sent to act as liaison officer during tht: 
initial stages of 'the emigration for a period of two 
to five weeks. These labourers are going to a country 
where a foreign 1as:uage is spoken and I want to 
know if an intitrpreter will be placed a t  their dis- 
posal. We have to get something more tangible than 
what is btated on this piece of paper before us. So 
when I said that this Resolution should be postponed 
1 was not opposing for the sake of opposition. I have 
the interest of the people who are going to Surinam 
a t  heart. Another thing is this. I n  previous cases, 
the amount of the subsistence allowance has been 
mentioned on every occasion but  in this case, it is not 
and I would like to know something about that. An- 
other thing I would like to know is this. I n  the Address 
which we passed we stated that we would like an effort 
to be made to get a little more money for the labourers 
who are going and I would like to know if that has 
been done and if i t  has been done, what is the out- 
come. You do not take up  people and send them out 
of their country in this uncertain manner. Who 
knows that to-morrow morning people will 'bk ap- 
proaching me and asking me questions about this 
emigration schem8e and I would not be in a position 
to answer them? I do not know the Government's 
policy. The Government has failed up to now to put  
certain facts before us. Has the Governmclzt 
been successful in gettinp for thes- labourers 
an increase of the wages which have been offered? I 
want some facts about that and if I do not get answem 
h my questions I will talk all day. I do not care 
who says that I am holding up  this matter but I want 
to know that all the points which I hare rais-d ha1.e 
been settled. 

Mr. HUSBANDS: Unlike all thn other member9 
of Ho~nse J was not a sittina membier when the 
report of the deleeation that went to Surinam was 
laid on this table hilt T Er?ve been led to understand 
that the question of magw formed part  of that report 

and this House agreed to the passing of the report. 
I do not, therefore, see the wisciom in  holding up the 
passing of this Resolution if honourable membem have 
already had the information about the wa@s that are 
offered to these emigrants. I t  seems to m'? that wrA ard 
acting like children, if a@er we have had thr- 111- 
formation on the question of wages we go and blame 
the Government for accepting too low wages for these 
emigrants. As f a r  as hinting that Sur~iiani will 
probably prove a death trap is concerned, again I 
understand that the report of the delegation covered 
the health conditions in that c o u n t y  and, therefore, 
I do not see that honourable membem have any 
excuse for  holding up  this Resolution. I am one of 
Ohose who invite criticism as f a r  as this GovLrn- 
ment is concerned but the junior member for St. 
Philip certainly seems to be rather wide of the mark 
when he spoke about insurance of these labourers 
becaus- again I understand that no mention was 
made about the question of insurance. The hon- 
ourable member is just trying to be wise after th-- 
event I repeat that I see no reason why we should 
hold up the passing of this Rewlution since W,? all 
claim that we are interested sin finding outlets for 
our surplus population. This Resolution shon'd bc 
passed now. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: So fa r  as the wages are con- 
cerned I would like to say this: If the senior mem- 
ber for St. Philip had told us that the delegation from 
St. Lucia had becn able to s:eune better wag ~ e s  than 
the delegation from Barbados secured I would have 
been able to see something in  his argument but he 
h w  not attempted to do that. The delegation from 
Barbados went into the wagvs question while we 
were there and i t  was found by Mr. Chase who 
knows a lot about that phase of the question and 
who went into the books of the plantations that it 
was impossible to pay more than the wages whicn 
were offered at that time. I do not know anything 
about plantations but  Mr. ;Chase went through 
the books and was satisfied about the wages that 
were offcred. As regards the language spoken in 
Surinam, we all went into several schools and thl.re 
was not a single person in those schools who does 
not speak English. Unlike Barbados, the people 
in Surinam know English just as well a s  they 
know Dutch. I have not met a single person in 
Surinam who does not speak English; therefore, the 
question raised by t b  junior member for St. Philip 
about these labourers not being able to understand 
thn language spoken in Surinam doles not arise. 
AR regards the senior member for St. Philip, he 
said that some Trade Union leader in Surinam 
had approached the delegation from St. Lucia mith 
respect to the question of wages. That gent.leman 
also approached the delegation from thlis island but 
I did not lfeel that it was any part  of the business 
of the Barbadots delegates to assist the Labour 
Union in Surinam in fighting the employers there. 
I felt it was far  more important for  us to get per- 
gons who are unemployed in Barbados out of Barbados 
than to go abpnt fightin? people about wages in other 
countries. That is the way I feel about that phase of 
the matter 

Mr. CRAWPQRD: Mr. Chairman,- I never 
thought that I would sit here and listen to the typo 
of remarks made by an honourable member in the 
position of the honourable member who has just 
spoken as I have heard to-day. With regard to the 
question of wages, the junior member for St. ,Tohn 
who was 'Chairman of the d~legation that went  fro^ 
this island to Snrinam said that they were approach- 
ed by the Trade U~, ion  leaders in Snrinam on +h.  



JULY 13, 
C 

question of wages but that he did not think i t  was 
their business to help to fight the battle of the 
workers in  Surinam; that what was them business 1va.j 
to get woxk for unemployed Barbadians. He 
further stated that Mr. Chase went into the question 
of wages and into the books of the plai~tations aud 
found that it was lnlpojslb e for t h ~ m  to pay nore. 
Well, well, well! Mr. Cha,e knows more about plan- 
tations in Surinam than the Trade Union 1 aders ill 
Surinam! What tb, honourable member wants to tell 
us to-day is this: We are to p-ck up Carbaiiian 
workers and send them to Surinam to be strif- 
makers, to  be black-leggers. The Trade Union in 
Surillaln is fighting for more wags.  The Trade 
Union leaders in Surinam, Mess=. Eleazer and 
vaneer, made i t  their business to go to both of the 
delegations and t 2 l l  them they were fighting a gen- 
era1 election on t h k  question of wages. I n  their 
report the St. Lucial~ delegates stated that the only 
important reservation which the Trade Union lead- 
ers made was that the rate of 446 a day should not 
be accepted. Messrs. Eleazer and Vaneer told the 
delegations that they were planning to get all ~h 
agricultural workers in the Agricultural Workers 
Union; that they were also hoping to rsecure a'bout six 
seats in the 1948 Election; and that they were not 
prepared to accept a wag: rate that is less than thc 
equivalent of approximately 5/6 per day in British 
West Indian Currency. Now we are going to send 
workers into Surinam to work for l:ss than the Suri- 
nam vorkers are demanding, simply because the 
junior a m b e r  for St. John did not think i t  wa,s the 
business of the Barbadian delegat~ion to go into the 
question of wages and because another wonderful 
membcr of the dalegation went into the books of 
the plantations and discovered that the owners conld 
not pay more. I am saying this advisedly: When i t  
comes to getting thousan& of workers out of this 
country, a lot of people who can assist sit on the 
f(encc. but when i t  comes to a small experimental 
scheme like this--it may not be anything larger- 
a lot of pfiople want to take the credit for it. I am 
prepared to say this: I f  Surinam could have got 
workers anywhere else they would never have come 
here a t  all and after the remarks of the junior mzm- 
ber for St. John I am definitely going to vote ac.di,,t 
the parssing of this Resolution to-day. I <;an .;c, 

where we are heading for. I can see that me are 
heading b send workers down there becallsz fhe 

Surinam plantation *owners want to grt them to ~ ~ 1 0 r k .  
for smaller wages m d  to use them as a threat to the 
workers of that country. That is the whole thing 
and these workers go under a proper ggnran- 
tre and proper protection there is going to be Jot  

trouble when they get there. I can well imarrlne 
what is going to be said-Barbadians coming in to 
work for 4/6 a day and mre are twinp to get more; 
coming into our country to keep our wage rate Io~v. 
cominr into our country to work for less than we are 

~t is a very serious state of affaim. 'rhp 
sarinam ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ i ~ ~  to Jamaica but they re- 
ported that they did not want Jamaican worker.; a t  
all because while they were t h e r ~ .  thore wei a lot 
of ,jisconte& among the worbrs.  The 
wore on strike and the Police were nsine: tear ca.; :in6 
the delegation I.eported that thev did not want work- 
ers !from Jamaica. It was also reported that in qo 
far  R S  Barbados is concerned, workers from this 
country  should be tak- only if thev cannot set  
workers from somewhere else and the deleeatinn 
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"Not under any circumstances does the Commission 
think it advisable to recommend--- 

The CHAIRMAN: Is that something you are 
reading from? 

Mr. sCRAWF'0R;D: Yes. 
'I'JAE ~ t i A l l i ~ \ l A I S  : W'hen you are finished, you 

mill have to pass, i t  on to the Clerk as  a document 
of the House. 

Mr. CHAWEIO&D : Certainly, if you want it- 
with pleasure. As a mabter of tact you will notice 
that 1 took the precaution to secure a copy for you. 
The Commission state m then report "not under any 
clrcumetances does the Commission think i t  advisable 
to recommend large scale emigration from Barbados 
until small scale experimenk have been conducted. 
over a certain period (e.g.-three to six months) and 
make i t  possible to draw firmer conclusions than those 
which the Commission can reach at present." They 
went on to state :- "I t  is the C o m r n k i o i ~ ' ~  opinion 
that i t  would be unwise to discard the possibility of 
emigration from Barbados W long a s  it i s  not s w e  
whe~her sufficient skilled labour can be obtained from 
eli>ewhere." I n  other words, if they find that they 
can get labourers isornewhere else they would discard 
Barbados; if they find that they cannot get them else- 
where, only then will they tiake them from Barbados. 
Their report goes on:-"The men who were partially 
or totally unemployed and went to U.S.A. have now 
become unsuited to life on the Surinam plantatiom, 
first because of local conditions there and, secondly, 
becanse of the large difTerences in  wages. 8urina.m 
k destined to receive people who work on sugar 
idantations and, at  present, have either no* full 
daily employanent or very irregular employment. 
When they are employed they work only four days 
a week. TO adapt themselves to a regular schedule 
of five days a week throughout the year will probably 
cause difficulty. Only practical experience will show 
whether these people are again capable of working 
regularly. Further, i t  must be noted that the Barba- 
dian may not be an  easy-going type of individual. 
D e q l y  attached to his country, with city life at  hand, 
ancl accustomed to beautiful roads, absence of mud 
ancl non-existence of malaria, he may think emigration 
not worth while. When the Barbadian,~ who resolve 
to emigrate remember the easy life they had a t  home, 
they may grow dissatisfied with what Suri~lam has 
to ofTer. And, as stated above, there is a chance that 
their leaders will support them in this view. I t  is 
therefore, a possibility thalt immigration of Barbadi- 
ans Or' a large scale may introduce di~content into 
Surinam- F m m  the point of view of the Surinam 
immiPat ion '~ lan"  - and this is what is called the 
~ i 2 c -  de resistance-"the St. Lucian is more suitable 
thall the Barbadian. He is of a more sober disposi- 
tion, less organised, less educated, accustomed to 
lower wages77'-4do you see what I tell you?   he^ 
are looking to see if they can bring in workers for 
less than what is paid ill Surinam-"and a lower 
standard of living. Nevertheless i t  is doubtful wheth- 
e r  he will adapt himself to Snrinam conditions." And 
"erJT more in that fitrain. Now, Sir, the Com- 
mission have practically admitted that thev are only 
r e c ~ * ~ i t i n ~  here because they cannot get workers else- 
where and the junior member for St. John who was 
Chairman of the Barbados delegation has had to admit 
that the T ~ a d e  Union leaders in Surinam ,raised the 

I question of wages with his delegation, although not a 
single word was {said about i t  in their report. If T 
had not read the report of the St.  Lucian delegation 

a1.o stated in their report that theg would not be 
surnriqefi if the Barbadian workers introduced clis 
content into Surinam. A. a matter of fact. thi5 i c  
what the Commission that came here reported:- 

I would not have known anything about it. Not a 
sinyle reference to it in their renort! Tkin first time 

heard it was when T met MPSSI'S. Carasco and 
~~h~~~~~ at Queen,s Park in Trinidad last August. 
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I came back expecting to see something about i t  in 
the delegationb report and I saw nothing about it. 
when I received a copy of the repon of the St. 
Lucian delegation, they emphasized i t  in their report 
and now we are being told today  that Mr. Chase 

perhaps, has never beell to surinam before in 
all his life, who, perhaps, knows as much about plan- 
tation work in Surinam as he knows about plantation 
work in the Philippines, went into the books and 
satisfied himself that the plaiitations in Surinam caa- 
not pay more than 4/6 a day. As a matter Of 

the St. Lucian deklgation reported that the cost of 
living in  Surinam was much higher than it was in  
St. Lucia and that is one of the reasons why they could 
not accept that wage rate. Finally, Sir, some other 

gentleman wants '0 claim that people 
want to oppose this Resolution or this scheme merely 
with the purpose of embarrassing the Oovernment; 
he seems to suggest that the best attitude to adopt 
would be to sit and aay nothing, let the Governnlent 
go ahead and when the scheme blows up in the air 
in  a short time from now we will be able to see 
where we are. If anybody wanted to embarrass the 
Government, we would say nothing at  all; monld 
accept the situation, let the labourers go on dowll 
and if when they land thefic th.y get into a fight 
immediately with the Surinam workers, then we 
will see w h e ~ e  we are. We can rest assured that 
if we allow them to go under the con~it ionj  pro- 
posed here to-day, if there is no change in th- situa- 
%ion we can expect to have a lot of trouble coming 
out of Surinam. I sinceF:ly hope that now that 
honourable members have heard for themselves what 
is the exact position with regard to the question of 
wages, they will be able to appreciate what a wonder- 
ful job the delegation which went from this island 
to Spurinam did in  compiling its report. 

Mr. S m o N D S :  I do not want to keep inem- 
hers of the House long on this matter but I 
going to appeal to honourable members not to post- 
pone thils Resolution. Let us get on with it. The 
arguments raiwd by honourable members showing 
up  the difficulties in the arrangements are things 
which were discussed in Select Committen and to 
which special referenw was made in the Address 
which we passed to the Governor. I think it was 
stated in  the Addresrs that some attempt should b. 
made to see if better wages could be obtained. w e  
have the assurance that that attempt has been made 
(Cheers). I n  this island to-day with unemployment 
on a large scale, even the s e n d i l ~ ~  of fifty families 
out of i t  will be an immedtiah, relief. I take it that 
we will all be watching the development of this 
scheme and wishing it every success and if there are 
difficulties now, as we go along we will do our best 
to remedy them. (Cheers). I appeal to honourable 
members to pass this Resolution to-day. 

Mr. ADAMS : I wish to congratulate the hen- 
ourabl,e member who has just sat dom on looking 
a t  the interest of the community and not playing 
politics. One is amazed to think that the senior 
member !for St. Philip should read what he has 
read. H e  knows all of that: all of it is accurate and 
yet he takes the stand he has taken. I hope I do 
not have cause to regret saying any of the things I 
am going to say because there are occasions 
absolute silence is the onlv method to adopt to get ] 
thinps done. When I was in Montego Bay, Jamaica, 
in  September last year I was give11 the assuranue from 

would be sa t ided  with less w q e s  than the Barbs- 
dians; that the Barbadians are organized and are 
likely to give trouble; that if we peniist on the 
question of increased wagcs the Surinam people c m  
get labourers outside Barbados. What is the 
3, the honourablp member linowing all t l . a ~  and 
yet trying to suggest that the Government has ignored 
the question of wages or of the sort? 

C R A W F O ~ D :  I will not have the senior 
member for St. Joseph misquote me. Throughout 
my =marks my censure as regards the questiou of 
wages, was directed towards the delegation 
went from this island to Surinam. 

Mr. ADAMS : I will take that out of its p l a c  
and answer it. What does the delegation say in its 
report on the question of wages? ~t says this:- 
"The actual cash payment 4 f 6  a day or 1.75 guild- 
ers-cannot be as attractive as it will just 
cover household expenses." The delegation know 
Very well that that is a IOW wagc but it gors on to 
state:- "but when to this is added-" 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Again, on a point of 
explanation. I did not quote the wag(e rate and SaY 
it was a low wage ratc- What I did say Was that the 
wage rate was lower than what the surinam Trade 
Union W= asking for--an entirely different thing. 

Mr. ADAnlS: The delegation was accus-d of 
mentioning nothing in  its report about the question 

wages. 
Mr. CRAWFORD: I neTreT accused the delega- 

tion of stating nothing in  its report. 1 accused the 
delegation of not reporting that the Trade Union 
leaders in Suriliam approached m d  asked them not 

accept the 4/6 wage rate because they were trying 
to get a 5/6 wage rate-an entirely different matter. 
I am not going to sit here and allow myself to be mis- 
quoted. The delegation mentioned the question of 
wages and the cost of living but no where in their 
report did they state that th: Trade Union leaders in 
Surinam approached and asked them not to accept 
the 416 wage rate. 

Mr. ADAMS: The point is that the delegation 
in its report gives a different interpretation of the 
attitude of the Surinam Trade Union leaders from 
that which they really showed to the St.  Lucian dele- 
gation (Mr. C R A W ~ R D :  Yes). The honour- 
able member says "yes." I am not going to accuse 
of lying the honourable member on my immediate left 
(Mr. Blackman), Mr. Chase, Dr. Weatherhead and 
the two Barbadian peasants who went to Surinam, 
came back and stated that they were satisfied and 
signed a report to that effect. I prefer to accept their 
word in a report than even the honourable member's 
word 011 oath. The delegation stated that they had 
interviews with these people who told them that they 
.were extremely gJad that their Government was bring- 
ing in labourers from abroad, a fa r  different thing 
from bringing in labourers as black-leggers. When one 
makes accusation against people one should be sure 
of one's facts. All I merely wish to  ~ o i n t  out is this : 
All of us forget, if we do not have the opportunity 
to refresh our memories and honourable members 
may be pardoned for forgetting the terms of the con- 
tract. At  the time when the report of the delegation 
was before the House, the junior member for  XL. 
George supported the recommendation of the Select 
Committee who considered the report, that a liaison 
officer should be sent to Surinam and suggesked that 

a first-class vource that the activities of an officer 
of the Barbados Workers' Union in Surinam were 
likely to break down the Surinam on 
this very matter of wages. We hava been told 
~ l a i n l y  and bluntly what the h o n ~ ~ r a b l ' ~  member 
has just read; that the St. Lucians are docile and 

nre should endeavour to secure increased wages for 
the labourem. The honourable member on the right 
of the junior member for St. George did likewise. 
that is say, he congratulated ths Government and 
the delegation for what they had done. Both of them 
as well as 0 t h ~  honourable members, expressed 
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the hope that we would get on with the scheme and 
$,he Government acted as speedily as it could to 1111- 
plemtvt the scheme. Reverting to the quescion of 
yages, I will continue to read from  he report 
of the delegation as follows :-"Bu$ whcn to thls 
is added (a) the wife's earnings, (b) free housing 
for the worker and his family, (c) free medical 
c,are for the worker and his iamily, (d) acre 
of land on the estate for his own use, (e) regular em- 
ployment for 5 days every week, (f) pay for over- 
time work, (g) facilities for kreping live stock, (h) 
the use of playing fields free, (i) the use of dance 
halls, ( j )  the service of shops in which there is a 
sufficiency of food, c19thes and household supplies, 
the price of which Government controlled, (k) cheap 
cinema shows-l0 cents, the amount of his real earn- 
ings would be g~ea te r  that what he could hope to earn 
in Barbados doing agricultural work." All of that 
was stated in the Report apd the House, in its Address 
to the Governor, added the suggestions about the ap- 
pointment of a liaison offiees and trying to get a higher 
wage than 4/6 a day. The answer to the latter sugges- 
tion need not be given by me; it has just been given 
by the senior member for St. Philip. I repeat that the 
Surinam people told me as bluntly as they coul(1 
"me are not paying one cent more than 4/6 a day. 
If you are m a h g  a noise about it, we can go else- 
where. The St. Lucians will take it." Faced with 
ithat situation--and this is one of the things I regret 
saying-is it not better for our labourers to go there, 
keep quiet for a time and then raise Haedes in trying 
to get increased wage rates? The question of Trade 
Unionism was 'faken UP by Mr. springer and myseLf 
and as soon it was raised one of 8th Surinam people 

his ears and said "What! Member3 of the 
~ a r b a d o s  Trade union coming to operate 
Surinam?" We said "No, but are You going 
to allow facilities for the Barbadian labourers 
in Surinam to join the Union in Surinam in order that 
they may get higher wages?" That question was 
put plainly to Mr. ak Groot and We Saw one glance at 
the other- That question was put to the Dutch 
represrntatives at the Caribbean Congress because 
our experience is that the Dutch are the worst people 
in the Caribbean area when it Corns to promothg 
the existence of Trade Unions and recognizing then. 
The Caribbean Labour Congress has had to fight the 
battles of Trade Unionists in Curacao and Aruba. 
Honourable members will remember that the Honour- 
able T. A. Marryshow, that distinguished West Indian 
politician, was asporMd from the airport in Aruba 
when he visited that country faster than he pot 
there. Many of our workers who have gone 
there are still active members of the Barbados 
Workers' Union and one, a t  least, was dismissed from 
his job because he was fighting the battles of those 
workerjj and was sending US letters and getting com- 
munications from the Union here. As soon as you 
come to the q u ~ t i o n  of Twde Unions fighting for 
higher wages, you get the Dutch giving you more 
trouble than any o ~ e r  ~~~i~~ in this area. we are 
conscious of all that and, therefore, in OUP cornidlered 
judgment, it is far better to send labourers from 
this island to a place where conditions 
are not as bad they appear at first sight. If you 
tell a labourcr that he is going to get 4 /6  a day in I 
forei5n country, certainly he would say that that is 
nothing but i t  is no6 so ;bad when you take into =on- 
side~~ation that in addition he will be gettine: free 
medical attention, free housing, 3 acre of land for his 
own q e  and a t  a e  completion Of his iC0IItrad-hV0 
yeam for a single man and three for a family-he 
will be entitled to settle on 23 acres of land free of rent 
for the first years and after that at a rental of 
$6 a year indefinitely. Now, Mr. Chairman, I do feel 

that the Government should thank thaw honourable 
members who are not members of the Government or 
the Barbados Labour Party for having ~ u t  this mat- 
ler above Party. I would just like to remind the 
Committee that all the land in Surinamis owned by 
the Government of Surinam. They have reached 
that socialist paradise, although from the point of 
view of their attitude to Trade Unionists they are 
not so socialist minded. It is right for me to my, on 
behalf of the Government, that we are g r a t e f ~ ~ i  to 
those members who are not members of the Govern- 
ment for taking the 'broad view that it is our duty 
to get half a loaf rather that no loaf a t  all, when we 
are trying to get people out of this island under an 
emigration scheme. 

Mr. CRBWFORJI: I am sure that the Com- 
mittee appreciatts that both the Barbadian workers 
and the Surmam workers will Hcelve the same wags. 
All the workers, whether they are Dutch or not, 
will get their free housing and lfree medical 'care 
but in spite of that, it is well for a grotest to be made 
against the 4/6 wage rate; that is all I am saying. 
With regard to the statement that if we make a fuss 
all the Surinam people would do is to leave us out. 
wd take l a b o u r e ~  from St. Lucia, the honourable 
member knows that that is not accurate because he 
knows that the Surinam Commission reported that 
St. Lucia could not supply the n u m k r  of workers 
they want; therefore, it is not true to say that if we 
raise any fuss against the wage rate offered, they 
would leave out and go to St. Lucia. I do not in- 
tend to return the compliment which the honourable 
member paid me as regards how much credence is to 
be placed upon my word. But this 1 do know: that 
if we were to hold a plebiscite in Barbadw to ascertain 
the number of people who prefer to take my word 
without being given on oath than the word of the 
honourable member on oath, he would find tllat 
the result would not be in his favour; so it is merely 
a question of what he thinks as against what the ma- 
jority of the people in this country thinks. And 
finally on the question of Trade Unions, the ~~~d~ 
Union in sarinarn were opposzd to any 
Union official in Barbados trying to get representation 
in the Trade Union there; thzy said that they were not 
going to allow ~ ~ ~ b ~ d i ~ ~  workers to come to Surinalu, 
work ,for ~ ~ t ~ h  money which be spent 
sUrinarn to promote the interests of Surinam worlt- 

and then their Trade Uunion pick up 
F~~~~ Union fes and send them back to Barbados; 
they were not going to be prepared to aUow 
money which they wanted in Surinam to be pickfld 
up and sent back to support mrksers in another 
country and let certain people sit down and live like 
parasites. They were quite willing to have control 
by a privatp body under superaisioll 
in Surinam and let the fpes remain in Surinam; 
that was their objection with regard to the Trade 
Union question. There is not a singl,? point raised 
to-day in connection with this matter which 'S 

not justified and we are going into this matter with 
wide open. The only regrettable thing 

i t  iq that the people whom we are going to 
expose to the forefront, in case conditions do not 
turn Out to be what for, wilI u n f o m n a t e 1 ~  

be the peode who are responsible for ~ u t t i n e  
them in their plight. 

The question that this Res01ution do now pa.9 
is D l ~ t  and resolved in the affirmative without di- 
vigion. 

On the motion of Dr. ' C U M M ~ S ,  seconded by Mr. 
BLACKMAN, the CHAIRMAN mepork the of 
two Resolutions and the postponement of two in 
Committee of Supply. 



700 
r- -- 

HOUSE A 

p--- 

The House resumes and on the motions of Dr. 
CUMNINS, seconded by Mr. BLACKMAN in eaeh case, 
the two &solutions which were pawed in Com- 
mittee of Supply a r g  read a first and second time 
and are agreed to. 

A t  this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SPEAKER adjourns 
the House until 2.45 p.m. in accordance with Rule 

(a).  - 
On re-assembling, 

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to 
lay on the Table of the House the replies to ques- 
.tions No. 56 standing i n  the n w e  of the honour- 
able junior member for St. Lucy. 

SUSPENSION O F  RULE 61 (a) .  

1%. ADAMS: I ask leave to move the sus- 
pension of Rules 61 (a) and 61 (b) i n  order to 
resume Government Business. Some honourable 
members have intimated that they would like to 
deal with one or two Vestry matters and I propose 
to continue Government Business until about 4.30 
07'clock and then allow honourable members to 
deal with the Vestry matters. I hope that honour- 
able members will not be asked to sit later than 
5 o'clock. 

Mr. DOWDING: I objedt to leave being 
granted to move the suspension of Rule 61 (b) .  

M$. ADAMS: I am hoping that the honour- 
able member will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. CRAWF'ORD : The honourable junior 
member for St. Philip wants to deal with a matter 
under Private Members' Business and I think i t  
is better for us to suspend Rule 61 (a)  only. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I suggest to the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph that he should deal 
with the suspension of the Rules separately. 

W. ADAMS: I am quite willing to do that. 
Mr. SPEAKER:  The honourable member is 

asking leave to move the suspension of Rule 61 (a)  
in  order to resume Government Business. If 
there is no objection the honourable member will 
be granted leave. (After a pause). There being 
being! on objection, the honourable member may 
make the dotion. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (a)  
be now suspended. 

Mr. BLACKMAN seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

THE PUBLIC HEALTH BILL. 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to proceed with 
Order No. 2 on the Order Paper as the next Order 
of the Day. 

There being no objection, leave was granted 
the honourable member. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
is to resume Committee on the Bill to consolidate 
and amend the Acts of this island relating to 
Public Health. 

Mr. XPT:IKER left the Chair and the I-Iouse re- 
sumed Co?l:rnitte? on the Bill, Xr.  S ~ Z ~ T H  being in the 
Chali-. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the Rouse was last 
in  Cornniitt,ec on this Bill, Clause 190 renunibered 
188 had been passed. 

'Clause 191 renumbered 189 was passed. 
Clanse 192 renumbered 191) :- 
190. ( l )  Any notice, order, consent, delnarld 

or  other document which a Sanitalwy Authoritp 
are authorised or required by  or under this Act 

to give make or issue may be signed on behalf of 
such Sanitary Authority by their clerk, or by any, 
other Officer of such Sanitary Authority author- 
bed  by them in  writing to sign doc'uments of the 
particular kind, or as the case *may be, the par- 
tlcular document. 

(2) Any document purporting to bear the 
signature of an officer expressed to hold an  office 
by virtue of which he is under this section empow- 
cred to sign such a document, o r  expressed to be 
duly authorised by the S a n i t a q  Authority to sign 
such a document or the particular document, shall 
for the purposes of this Act, and of any regula- 
tions bye-laws and orders made thereunder, be 
deemed, until the contrary is proved, to have been 
duly given, made or issued by authority of the 
Sanitary Authority. 

Dr. CUJIMINS: I beg to move that Clause 
192 renumbered 190 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to  second that. 
Mr. iVIOTTLEY: I beg to move that the word 

"e1e1-k" occurring in line 5 of Sub-clause (1) be 
celeted and the w r d  "secretary" be inserted in  
place thereof. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I accept h ' t  amendment. 
The question that Clause 192 renumbered 

190 as amended stand part  of the Bill was put 
and resolved in  the d r m a t i v e  without division. 

Clause 193 renumbered 191 was passed. 
Clause 194 renumbered 192 :- 
192. La any p r o c e e d i ~ s  under &is Act a 

document purporting to be certified by the Clerk 
of a Sanitary Authority as a copy of a resolution 
or order passed or made by that Sanitary Author- 
ity on a specified date, or of the appointment 
of, o r  of any authority given to, a n  officer of that  
Sanitary Authority on a special date, shall be evi- 
dence that that resolution, order, appointment or 
authority was duly passed, made, or  given by the 
Sanitary Authority on the said date. 

Dr. CUM&IINS: I n  this Clause I ask leave 
to make a similar amendment as was made i n  
Caause 192 renumbered 19'0, namely, that the word. 
"Clerk" be deleted and the word "Secretary" be 
inserted in  place thereof. 

There being no objection, the honourable niem- 
ber was granted leave to make the amendment. 

Dr. CUMNINS: I beg to move that Clause 
194 renumbered 192 as amended stand par t  of the 
Bill. 

Mr. BLACKMAN seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

Clauses 193 to 196 as re-numbered were passed. 
Clause 199 re-numbered 197 :- 
197. No matLer or thing done and no contract 

entered into 'by a Sanitary Authority or other person 
~~homsoever acting under the direction of such Sani- 
tary Authority, shall, if the matter or thing were done 
o r  the contract were entered into bonn fide for the 
purpo-r of -secutin:: this Act, subject then1 or any 
of them personal1~- to any action, liability, claim, or 
demand whatsoever; and any expense incurred bp 
any such Sanitary Authority, member, officer or other 
p-rson ailtins as last aforesaid, shall br borne and 
repaid out of the funds applicable by such Sanitary 
Authority to t h ~  general purposes of this Act; 

Provided that nothing in this section ishall exempt 
anv me:nber of  an^ such Sanitary Authority from 
liabilitv to he surcharged with the amount of any 
payment rvhich may be disallowed by the auditor in 
the accounts of such Sanitary Authority. and which 
such member authorised or joined in authorising. 



Dr. CUMXINS : I beg to move that  Clause 199 
re-num'bered 197 stand part of the Bill. 
, Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 

Mr. ILIoTTL~Y: W ~ L B  regara to the proviso 
in this Clause, an auditor might take ~t upon him- 
seli to denne wnat mlgit  De allowed u y  law; ue m u n t  
not Lake into coll~~clelatlon arly legal opilllon 
a id  mlght very well take it upoil nlmself LO uay 
that something should #be repala. 1 do not ~ h m k  

. i t  would be right to leave thls matter entirely 
to an audi~or. The Auditor wlll not of necessity 
be a legally-tralned man and i t  should not be 
left to him alone to say t h t  an act was illegal. I beg 
to move that after the word "auditor" in  line 15, the 
words "with the approval of the Governor-in-Nxecu- 
tive Committee" be inserted. The opinion of the Crown 
Law Officers would be taken as to whether the auditor 
is right or not. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I accept that amendment. 
The question that %lame 199 re-numbered 197 

stand part of-the Bill was put  and resolved in the 
affirmative without division. 

Clauses 198 to 201 W re-numbered were passed. 
Clause 204 re-numbered 202 :- 
202. (l) Where any Sailitary Authority have 

incurred expenses, for the payment whereof the 
owner of t,he premises for or in respect of which the 
same are incurred is made liable under this Act or by 
any agreement with the Sanitary Authority, such ex- 
penses may be recovered, together with interest a t  
a rate not exceeding five per centum per annum from 
the date of of a demand for the same till pay- 
ment thereof, from any person who is the owner of 
such premises when the works are conipleted for 
which such expenses have been incurred, and, until 
recovery of such e x p e w  and interest, the same shall 
be a charge on the premises In respect of which they 
were incurred. 'Such charge shall lie deemed to be 
prior and preferential to all existing or future 
charges or  encumbrances thereon, save and except 
charges for  debts due to the Crown and charges there- 
on in respect of other rates, charges, or  sums of money 
due to the Vestry of any  parish. 

(2) Where expenses are recoverable by m 
8anitary Authority under and by  virtue of any pro- 
vision of this Act which contains provisions other 
than o r  diff:rent from those containad in  subs?ctiol~ 
(1) of this section, the promj~sions of the said subsec- 
tion (1) shall be read and construed subject to any 
modification expressed in such provision. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: If I recall aright, this Clause 
5s in some conflid with an existing Statuie. Sub- 
clause (1) says that  where a Sanitary Authority have 
incurred expnses for the payment of which the 
owner of the premises in respect of which the same 
are incurred is made liable under this Act, such ex- 
penses may be recovered and until the recovery of 
such expenses the same shall be a charge on th2 
premiszs in respect of the premises in respect of which 
they were incurred; and then the Clause goes on to 
say that such charge shall be deemed to be prior and 
prefLrential to all existing or future chargrs except 
charges due to the Crown and charges due to the 
V e ~ t . ~ y .  I should like to know how this Clause would 
apply in rdation to an Act like the Sugar Industry 
'Agricultural Bank Act in- the matter of preference. 
The Bank has preference to the fiettlement of mort- 
gages and so forth on any property. The owner of 
a property of say, over ten acres, may be subject to 
the terms and conditions under which he has been 
borrowing money from the Rank. According to  thic - Clause, the Sanitary Authority would have priority 
if you owed away money; but  there is an existing 
Statute which has p~eferentia' treatment. Thiq is a 
Clans? which should be submitted to the Att  mley 

General for hir, opinion. I hate to ask that the con- 
sideration of any Clause be postponed but  I am afraid 
that I shall have to ask the honourable member in 
charge of the Bill to postpone the consideration of 
this Clause so that the Attorney General will be able 
to go into the matter. There cannot be two Statutes 
having preferential treatment. I-beg to move that 
the further consideration of this Clause be p ~ b  
poned. 

Afr. S. A. WALCOTT : I beg to second that. 
Dr. CUMMINS: I agree to the motion for  the 

postponement of the consideration of this Clause. 
Clause 204 re-numbered 202 was postponed. 
Clauses 203 to 205 as re-numbered were passed. 
Claufie 208 re-numbered 206 :- 
2%. CIJ The Director, on being satisfied that  

any Sanitary Authority have made default in doing 
their duty under any of the provisions of this Act or of 
any instrument made thereunder, or  in  enforcing any 
of the provisions of this Act or  of any instrument 
made thereunder which it is their duty to enforce, 
may make an order limiting a time for the perform- 
ance of their duty in the matter of such dlefault. I f  
such duty is not performed within the tim limited. 
,he Director may appoiqt some person to- perform 
znch duty or may institute any proceedinggg and do 
any- act which the Sanitary Authority might have 
instituted or done for that purpose. 

(2) Where under subsection (1) of this sec- 
tion the Director has performed or caused to be per- 
formed any duty of a Sanitary Authority o r  has in- 
stituted any proceedings or done any act which the 
Sanitary Authority m'ight have instituted or -done 
for that purpose any expense incurred by him in  so 
doing shall be paid in the first instance out of moneys 
to be provided for the purpose by  the Legislature; 
but the amount of those expenses (not being expenses 
recovered from any other person or expenses incurred 
in any unsuccessful proceeding) shall be recoverable 
by  him from the Sanitarjr Authority as a debt due to 
the Crown, and thait Sanitary Authority shall have 
the like power of calling for the money required a;s 
they have of calling for money for  any purpose men- 
tioned in section twenty-two of this Act. 

(3) Nothing in this section shall Isr con- 
strued as in  any way affecting the provisions of para- 
graph (b) of su't~'-section(l) of section one hundred 
and, twenty-five of this Act. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Clayse 208 
re-numbered 206 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEY : I isuggest that this Clause be 

read so that i t  can be studied carefully. 
The Clause wan read. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: I would not agree that this 

Clause be deleted; I have thought of it carefully. 
T t  is quite true that i n  some parishes the Sani- 
tary Authority might be a bit  lackadaisical in 
performing any duties which they might be call- 
ed upon by the Director to perform. I think 
that wc- should be careful about putting all the 
power into the hands of one man. A t  the end of 
Sub-clause (1) i t  is stated that the Director may 
appoint some person to perform a duty which has 
not been performed within the time limited, bp 
he may institute any proceedings and do any 
act which the Sanitary Authority might have 
instituted or done for  that purpose. I say that 
all these matters must be subject to the approval 
of somebody; we might have here a Director of 
Medical Services like a former Chief Medical Offi- 
cer whom you could only find a t  one place. This 
Bill must be passed and the powers of the Sani- 
tary Authority and the local Authorities must be  
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A t  this stage, it now being 3.30 o'clock, Mr. 
SPEAKER took the Chair and stated that it was new 
time for the consideration of Private Members' Busi- 
a(.ss. 

SUSPENSION O F  RULE 61 (B).  

Mr. ADAMS : I ask leave to move the sus pen sic:^ 
of Rule 61 (b) SO as to continue Government Busi- 
ness. I was told by the honourable junior inembcr 
for St. Philip that there was a Vestry matter w:th 
wlilch he wanted to get th1-~ug117 and I had :hat jn. 
mind, along with a matter of which the honourable 
senior member for the City spoke to me last T h m  
day, when I leave to move the suspension of 
Rule, earlier today. I have given the assurance that 
we will stop the consideration of Government Busi- 
ness some time before 5 o'clock so that these Vestry 
matters be got thmugh by 07c10ek' I 
no desire to keep honourable members here longer 
than that hour ; I am quite willing to meet honourable 
nl.enibers halfway. 

Mr. DOmTDING : I have t,o object to leave being 
granted the honourable member to move the suspell- 
rion of the Rule. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The honourable member it, 
leave to move the suspension of M e  61 (b'r 

An objection having been taken, I shall have to put 
tile question.* The question is that leave be granted 
the honourable member to move the suspension of the 
Eule. Honourable members in favour of that mill 
please say "Aye", those against will please say "No7'. 
I think the "Ayes" have it. 

The following division was taken :- 
Ayes  : Messrs. SMITH, HUSBANDS, F. L. WALCOTT, 

COX, FOSTER, MAPP, LEWIS, ADAMS, BLACKMAN, MOTT-+ 
LEY, GALE, WILKINSON and Dr. CUD.IMINS--13. 

Noes : Dr. WILSON, Messrs. SYMMONDS, BRAYC- 
KER, CRAWFORD, GARNER, HAYNES, DOWDIN~ and S. -4. 
WALCOTT-8. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been decided 
i:1 the affirmative, thirteen honourable members vot- 
icg "Aye", and eight honourable members voting 
"No". The honourable member may therefore malce 
the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (b) 
be now suspended. 

Mr. BLACKMAN seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

1fr. SPEAKER: when  Government Business 
was last being- considered, the House was in Chm- 
mittee on the Public Health Bill. 

THE PUBLIC HEALTH BILL. 

a r -  SPEAKER left the Chair, and the re- 
sumed Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH being in 
Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRAMAN: When we were last in 
mittee on this Bill, Clause 209 re-numbred 207 was 
under consideration. 

Mr. ADAMS : I suggest that we reconsider Clause 
208 raumbered  206 so as to make matters abun- 
dantly clear. By inserting two paragraphs in Sub- 

we can make it that the ~ i ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~  wili 
cot exercise the powers of the Ssnitary Authority 
except when they are in default. I think that hon- 

Governor-in-Executive Committee, the Director may 
do so and so. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I accept the amendment, name- 
ly, that Clause 209 renumbered 207 he deleted. 

Mr. ADAMS : I now beg to move that Clause 
208 renumbered 206 be reconsidered. 

Dr. CUMMlNS seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that after the 
word amay" occurring in line 6 of sub-clause (1) 
the ietter ( a )  be 1ns"ted and that at the end of th;: 
~ ~ b - ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~  the following words be added. . "and (b)  
in addition to the powens and authorities other.rvise 
conferred on him by this Act all t& powers 

authorities vested in a Sanitary by 
this Act within the parish of such Sanitaly Author- 
ity." under these the Director can act 
only if the Sanitary Authority default in their duty. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I accept those amendments. 
Mr. GARNER: This amounts to the same 

thing; i t  is just an incorporaBion of Clause 207 in  
206 as renumbered. 

1Mr. ADAMS : I have already pointed out that 
the P ~ O V ~ S ~ O ~ S  of this Clause will apply only if the. 
sanitary Authority make default and these matters 
"ill be subject to the approval of the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee. 

The question that Clause 208 renumbered 206 
as amended stand part of the Bill was put  and re- 
solved in the affirmative without division. 

Clause 210 renumbered 207 :- 
207. (1) The Director may make bye-laws for 

any purpose for which a Sanitary A u t l ~ o r i t ~  are 
authorised to make bye-laws under this Act, to have 
effect in the Parish of such Sanitary AuthoriCy. 

(2) Bye-laws under this section shall not 
have effect until they have been approved by the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee. 

Dr. CUi\,IPJnNS: I beg to move that Clause 
210 renumbered 207 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: Sub-clause (Z) says that 

bye-laws made under this Clause shall not have 
effect until they have been approved by the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee. As regards the 
Regulations relative to the parking of cars in the 
street, everybody is asking about them. I feel t ha t  
these bye-law,;; should also be submitted to the Legis- 
lature. I n  this Bill there are various Clauses which 
refer to the making of 'bye-laws and in  some cases 
we have agreed that they should be maae by the  
Director subject to the approval of the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee and they would not come be- 
fore the Legislature; but in  this case I see no reason 
,hy these bye-laws should not be subject to the ap- 
proval of the Legislature. I beg to move, therefore, 
that the words "subject to the approval of the 
Legislature 'be ;tcl&d a t  the end of ~ ~ b - ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~  (2) .  

Dr. CUMMINS: I accept that amendment. 
The question that Clause 210 renumbered 207 

as amended stand part  of the Bill was put  and re- 
solved in  the affirmative without division. I Clauses 208 to 211 as rznumbered were passed. 

Caase 215 renumbered 212 :- 
ourable members will agree to that. I beg to move 
therefore that Clause 209 renumbered 207 be deleted 
viith the idea of recommitting Clause 206. (ML., 
GARNER: 1 do not think that will meet the cast..) 
The Sanitary Authority have to do their job but 

they do not do it, the Director will step in  and 
do it. The Director cannot do that if he has not got 
the powers under the Act to do it. If honourahk 
lcembers want further protection we can begin Clause 
206 by  saying that subject to the approval of the 

212. All bye-laws made by a Sanitary Au- 
thority under this Act shall be submitted as soon 
as possible to the Director and-to the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee for approval and on being so 
approved shall immediately have the force and ef- 
fect of law, and shan be published in the Official 
Gazette. 

Dr. CUMMTNS : I beg to move that Clause 215 
renumbered 212 stand part of the Ri'l. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. , 



Mr. LEWIS: What about the bye-laws made 
under this Clause? Is it that the House will leave 
nothing to do with them? Are they going to be 
treated like the Regulations1 

Dr. CUMMINS: These are bye-laws made by 
the Sanitary Authority themselves. 

The question that Clause 215 renumbered 212 
stand part of the Bill was put and resolved in 
the firnative without division. 

Clauses 213 and 214 as renumbered were passed. 
Clause 218 renumbered 215:- 
215. I n  addition to any powers of entry con- 

ferred on the Director oc a Health \Officer by W 
under any other provision of this Act, the Direc- 
tor or a Health m c e r  may at all reasonable times 
enter any premises 

(a) for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether there is, or has been, on 
or in  connection with the prem- 
ises any contravention of or fail- 
ure to comply with the provisions 
of this Act or of any instrument 
made thereunder ; 

(b) for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether or not circumstances 
exist which would authorise or 
require the Director to take any 
action under this Act or under 
any i n s ~ ~ n t  [made the're- 
under ; 

(c) for the purpose of taking any 
action or executing any work 
authofised or required under this 
Act or under any instrument 
made thereunder ; 

(d) generally for the purpose of 
examining and inspecting such 
premises and for the perform- 
ance by the Sanitary Authority 
Officer of his functions under this 
Alct or under any instrument 
made thereunder. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Clause 
218 mnumbered 215 stand p m  of the Bill. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: Reading from Clause 214 

renumbered it must be obvious that the powers 
of entry must b? vested in tb: Sanitary Inspector. 
I beg to move that after the word "Officer" in  line 
3 the following words be inserted: "or any per- 
son authorised by the Director". 

Dr. C m I N S :  I accept that amendment. 
Mr. m: Clause 214 as renumbered deals 

with the Powers conferred on the Sanitary Author- 
ity. 

m e  question that Clause 218 renumbered 215 
~ t a n d  part of the Bill was put and resolved in the 
afFrmative without division. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that Clause 
217 renumbered 214 be recommitted. 

M r .  MAPP seconded the motioll which was 
agreed b. 

i Clause 217 renumbered 214 :- 
214. In addition to any powers of entry con- 

f ehed  on a Sanitary Authority by or under any 
other provision of this Act, a Sanitary Authority 
may a t  dl reasonable times enter any premises 

(a) $or the purpose of ascertaining 
whether there is or has been on 

- - 
or In connection with the premises 
any contravention of or failure to 

comply with the provisions of this 
Act or of any instrument made 
thereunder, being provisions which 
it is the duty of the Sanitary 
Authority to enforce ; 

(b) for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether or not circumstances exist 
which would authorise or require 
the Sanitary authority to take any 
action, or execute any work, under 
this Act or any such instrument; 

(c) for the purpose of taking any 
action or executing any work au- 
thorised or required under this 
Act or under any such instrument 
to be taken or executed by the 

Sanitary Authority ; 
(d) generally for the purpose of ex- 

amining and inspecting such prem- 
tses and for the performance by 
the Director or a Health Officer of 
their functions under this Act or 
under any such instrument. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: L beg to move that after the 
wcrd "Authority" in line 3 the following words be 
inserted: "or any person authorised by them." 

Dr. CUIVWIIINS: I accept the amendment. 
Clause 217 renumbered 214 as amended was 

passed. 
Clause 219 renumbered 216 :- 

216 ( l )  Where by virtue of any provision 
of this Act a Sanitary Authority 
have power to enter any premises 
they may exercise such power of 

I entry by any of their members or by 
any person authorised by them. 

(2) For the purposes of this section- 
(a) a person shall be deemed to b e  

authorised by a Sanitary Authori- 
ty  if such person is in possession 
of a document signed by the Clerk 
of the Sanitary Authority, for and 
on behalf of such Sanitary Author- 
ity. authorising such officer, either 
generally or specially, to enter for 
the purpose for which entry is 
clainzed. . 

(b) a document purporting to have 
been signed by the Clerk of a 
Sanitary Authority shall be deem- 
ed to have been signed by him 
unless and until the contrary is 
proved. 

Dr. CUlWlMINS : I beg to move that Clause 219 
renumbered 216 staria part of the Bill. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WKL&OTT: This Clause provides 

for the entry into any premises by any of the ser- 
vants of the Sanitary Apthority. It seems to me 
that we have already made amendments which have 
been covered in  a later Clause of the Bill. 

The question that Clause 219 renumbered 216 
stand part of-the Bill was put and resolved in the 
affirmative without division. 

CHAIRMAN REPORTS PROGRESS 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to move, Mr. Chairman, 
that you do now report progress with leave for the 
Committee to sit again. S 

Mr. BLBCKNAN seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER re- W ,  

sumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 



1 REVERSION TO PRIVATE MEMBERS' 
I BUSINESS 

, Mr. A D U S :  Mr. Speaker,-I do not intend 
to proceed with any further Government Business 
at  this stage. 

Mr. SFEAKER: The honourable member 
having intimated that fie does not intend to proceed 
with any further Government Business at this stage, 
the House will now revert to Private Members: 
Business. , 

ADDRESS RE REPAIRS TO HOUSES 
DAMAGED BY WINDS 

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker,- I ask leave 
to move the passing of the Address of which I gave 
notice earlier today. The matter is a non-contro- 
sersial one and I think that honourable members 
will agree that it should be dealt with this after- 
noon. 

Mr. ADAMS: I object to leave being granted 
the honourable memb'er. " I have already hiimated 
that the Government has a e a d y  made a decision 
in the matter and we are waiting for an estimate of 
ihe damage done. We are prepared to come to the 
House and ask that a Resolution be passed in this 
connection but we are awaiting accurate figures as 
=to the extent of the damage done. 

Mr. SYNMONDS: I beg to support t h e  re- 
marks of the honourable senior member for St. 
George. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is 
asking leave to move the passing of the Address of 
which he gave notice edrlier today. An objecfion 
having been taken, I &an have to put the question. 
The question is that leave be granted the honourable 
member to move the passing of the Address of 
which he gave notice earlier today. Honourable 
membem in favour of that will please say "Aye," 
=those against will please say "No." I think the 
' 'Noes " have it. 

The followim~ division was taken :- 
Ayes : Dr. WILSON, Messrs. SYMMONDS, BRANCKE~L, 

CRAWFORD, GARNER, MOTTLEY, HAYNES, Dowma, 
GALE, S. A. W ~ C O T T  and WILKINSON -21. 

Noes: Messrs. SMITH, HUSBANDS, F. L. WAL- 
COTT, COX, MAPP, LEWS, ADAMS, and BLACKMAN-8. 

Mr. SPBAKER : The question has been decided 
in the a a b i v e ,  eleven honourable members voting, 
."Aye ", and eight honourable members voting ' 'No." 
The honourable member may therefore make the 
motion for the pasging of the Address. 

Mr. DOWDING : Mr. Speaker,-The Address 
is as follows :- 

The House of  Asdehnbly ' 

T o  
His  Excellency The Governor 

The Home of Assembly respectfully request Your 
Excellency to enquire from the Vestries of the Par- 
ishes of this Island what sum or sums of money would 
be required to effect the necessary repairs to houses 
damaged 'by the recent winds and rains with a view 
to sending down the necassary Resolution to the 
Houses of the hgiklature providing funds for effect- 
ing the same. 

I do not intend to spend much time in dealing 
with this Address. I feel certain that honourable 
members are well aware of the damage which has 
been caused by the recent winds and they will be in 
6ympathy with this cause. I beg to move that this 
Address do now pass. 

Mr. S Y K M O N D S :  I beg to second that. 

Mr. BRANCKER: The parish which I have the 
honour to reprwnt wag I am sure, more severely 
hit than any other part of the island in the gale of 
Friday night last. As a matter of fact there were at  

I leas%r. SPEAKER: I do not think that the honour- 
able member &odd go into particulars. 

Mr. BFLANCKHK.: I am just, stating a few facts. 
There were about eleven or twelve houses in the 
garish which were severely affected by the gale. In  
some cases, houses were lifted up and blown to bits 
and all that one can find now scrap  of wood in 
place of the houses. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the honourable 
member should go into the details of the damage done. 

Mr. BRANCKER : The damage done in the 
parish of St. Iiucy is severe and extensive as 1 have 
intimated and it is a matter of urgency for the 
Government to send down a Resolution for a few 
thousand pounds. for the purpose of relieving the 
people who have sufTered. Not one of those people is 
in a position to repair the damage done to his hoube 
and the houses are not insured. 

Mr. S P E U E R :  This Addras is asking that 
enquiry be made from the Vestries as to what sum 
or sums of money would 'be required to effect the 
necessary repairs to these houses; it is not now so 
much a question of the amount of the Resolution to h 
sent down. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I am hoping that it will not 
be understood by the Government that we are merely 
asking for an enquiry as to the damage done, and that 
they should do nothing after the enquiry has been 
made. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The enquiry is to be made 
with a view to sending down the necessary Bsolutiou. 

Mr. B U C K E R :  I suggest that a Resolution 
be sent down to provide a certain amount of money 
which will be allocated- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the honourable 
member is going outside the scope of the Address. 

&. BRBNCKER: I feel that if the members of 
the Executive Committee would listen to what is being 
said they will carry back to the Executive a careful 
note of the views which have been expressed by the 

I members of this House. As regards the remarks that 
1 the Government have started in this matter before 1 private members of the H'ouse, I do not take them 
seriously. 

Mi-. ADAMS: I db2ect to what the honourable 
member has said. I made a clear istatement that the 
Government has made a decision in the matter: I 
made no sotto voce remarks about it. 

Mr. BRANCKBG: I did not say that; nothing 
could be more reprehensible than that. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I was engaged by the honour- 
able senior member for St .  Philip and I did not hear 
what the honourable member said. 

Mr. ADAMS: I object .to what the honourable 
member has said. 

Mr. BRANCKE,R: If the honourable memb'er ob- 
jects to what I have said perhaps he will quote accu- 
rately what I have said and let Your Honour know 
what he is ob jeding to. 

Mr. ADAMS: I understood the honourable 
member to say that he would not take any sotto ?v.ce 
remarks of the Government seriously. I asked hon- 
ourable members next to me if the honourable mem- 
ber was in the House when I made the remarks. I 
do not see why the time of the House should be 
wasted; I have said th& the Government is waiting 
for an estimate of the damage done before sending 
down the Resolution. The honourable member is 
only trying to suggest that I am not speaking the 
trllth. 



Mr. BRANCKER: I would like to know to what 
the honourable member is t ak~ng  exception. 

Mr. SPE-R: I think that the honourable 
member should continue his speech. 

b2r. B W C K E R ;  Very well, Mr. Speaker. 
Speaking ~ t r i c t l y  in  regard to the terms of the Ad- 
dress, I say that this is a mabter which should com- 
mend, itself to any right-thinking person in the com- 
munity, especially when i t  is realised how quickly we 
came to the rcscue of St. Lucia; and we must remein- 
ber that charity begins a t  home. I n  this A d d r m  i t  
is propased that the Government should obtain cer- 
tain information from the Vestries in order to deter- 
mine the amount of damage which has been caused, 
and when that is done they will decide the measure of 
assistance which is necessary to be siven. I am only 
saying, especially as I am intimately concerned 
with the district in the island which has most severe- 
ly felt the blow, that this is a matter in which prompt 
action must be taken when this Address has been 
passed. The Government should communicate with 
the Vestries to summon meetings at once and let them 
know what amounts are required. I throw out the hint 
for the information of the Government that they 
should get the Sanitary Inspector,$ to provide them 
with a complete list of the houses which have been 
damaged and the extent of the damage. 

&1r: SPEAKER: That is a mattier for the 
Vestries. 

Mr. BRANCKER : The Sanitary Inspectors 
ara the best people to go around the parishes to 
see the damage that has been done and give informa 
tion as to the extent of it as n~ell as the position 
of the people who are unable to rectify the damage 
IthRmselves. When the Governmcat receives this 
Address they must lake the promptest possible ac- 
tion so as to entsure that rel'ief is forthcoming at  the 
earliest possible moment for those people who are 
'no-L in a position to relieve themselves and who are 
now taking she ' t~ r  in other people's homes. 

Mr. COX : I want to say that I am just as sympa- 
thetic as anybody else towards the people who have 
suffered as a result of the recent gale. Perhaps I am 
more so since the geople who have suffered have been 
drawn from the same stratum as that from which 
I have been drawn. I opposed th: consideration of 
this Address this aftrernoon because the mouthpiece 
of the Government has made it crystal clear that 
the Government has already taken all the necessary 
action in relation to the matter, and thorefor- I Pc1t 
that the passing of the Address was unnecessary. 
I am only trying to make my ~os i t ion  clear b~cansa 
I kiiow how statement3 made in this Home can be 
twisted. The honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
has made i t  clear that the Government has taken 
actioll in the matter even before the Address, waq 
introduced, and after the Government has decided 
to take action in this matter -\Ton find a mem'ber tryin? 
to force through this Address this: aftlrnoon. 

\ Mr. CRAWFORD: The honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Lucy could have risen and opposed 
leave being granted the honourable senior member 
for St. George to move the passing of this 
Addrcss on the ground that immediately after th? 
disaster occurred, he along with his colleague in- 
terviewed thll Head of the Administration in con- 
nection with this matt-r and was promised that the 
matter woqlld be considered and that wteps would 
be taken to do what was p o s ~ b l e  in  th circum- 
stances. I n  spite of the fact that  the honourable 
junior member for St. Lucy had that assurance 
from the Governor before the Government discuss- 
ed the matter, he did not worry to oppose the grant- 
ing of leave so that the Address could be d'ealt with 

this afternoon; he felt that during the course of the 
debate s o w  remarks would be made which would 
be useful to the Government in the action which ~t 
contemplated taking. We have actual y heard 
the honourable junt~or member for St. Thomas sug- 
gest that the Government should do something which 
'?e knew the Government was doing. 

Mr. MBPP:  I object to that statement: I have 
aever done that. 

m. CRAWFORDI: A few months ago the 
honourable mcmber urged that the rates of interest 
charged by the Peasants' Loan Bank on loans should 
be reduced, and in the course of his remarks he 
actually said that the Government was dealing with 
the matter. 

Mr. SPElAKER : The question b ~ f o r e  the 
house is the paming of a n  Address requesting that 
enquiry be made from the Vestries as to the sum or 
sums of money which would be required to 
repair houses which have been damaged in  the various 
districts by the recent winds'. 

Mr. CRAWPORD: I only want to say that 
any member of this Chariiber is entitled to take ac- 
tion in any matter whether or not he learns that the 
Governm n t  is taking action :n relation to it. 1 
dee no reason for  the opposition; as e matter of fact. 
the action taken by the honourable member actu- 
ally s trengthns the Government's hands and assures 
them that when the Reso'ution comas down i t  will 
be readily supported. 

Mr. F. L wALCOTT : Nobody could da  other- 
w s e  than support an Address like this; but I want 
to say that after h,aring the honourabk senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph make a categorial ~tatement  with 
respect to the Government's attitude in  this matter, 
any member of this House would be failing in  his 
responsibility ~f he could not accept the honourable 
ml~mber's statement as a tiuthi?ul one. The honour- 
able member's statement deals with the same mat- 
ter with which thi~s Address is asking the Govern- 
ment to deal. I am not accusing anybody of doing 
anything wrong: but we can 'always expect certain 
remarks from suspicious people. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I suggest that honourable 
members pass the Addness and cease this bickering. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: What I want to say 
is that the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
has given the assurmc: that the Governmellt is deal- 
ing with the matter of this Address and therefore the 
passing of the Address would not matter. Each person 
can speak according to his conscience; if I give notice 
of any- question and I am told by the Government 
what the posit:on is, then I withdraw my question. 
I do not challenge any honourable member with 
dishon-sty: the matter is left for his introspection. 
I repeat that the Government has already given its 
assurance and therefore the passing of the A d d ~ s s  
mould not matter. 

Mr. MAPP: It is amazing how lsome honour- 
able members who call themselves responsible mem- 
bers can argue in defence of irresponsible behaviour. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us take the merits of the 
Address and deal with them. 

Mr. MAPP: I n  my parish one person suffered 
ars a result of the gale. I n  this matter TVP havie an 
honourable member actinp in a responsible may: he 
went to the Governor, got an assuranoe from htlm 
and never worried to bring the matter before the 
House. Eut  honourable members are not courage- 
ous enough to tell the honourable mover that if he 
has an assurano+----- 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable membar is 
not dealing with this Address. The whole pofnt i.: 
whether or not the Government should enquir.? of 
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the Vestries as Iro the damage which has been done 
to these houses with a view to sending down a Resolu- 
tion making provision for effecting repairs. 

Mr. MAPP: I will deal with the Address and 
I say that we must be very careful in sending up  
Addresses of this nature. I suggest that the Addreljs 
be amended; I cannot subscribe to the Government 
helping people who can help themselves. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the honourable member mak- 
ing an amendment to the Address? 

Mr. MAPP: We have not even been treated 
with the courtesy of being giv:n copies of the 
Addrew. If honourable members are sending up  an  
Address from this House they should send up  one 
which is in accordanoe with the views which they 
held when they were elected to this House. As this 
Address reads, we might be helping people who can 
help th:mtselves. If me are passing an Address, 
let us pass a proper Address. I should like to say 
in reply to the honourable senior member for St. 
Philip that I have nev r raised any question in this 
House when I was aswred as to what t h ~  Govern- 
ment's policy in the matter is. As regards the matter 
to which the honourable member referred, the Govern- 
ment had not yet taken any decision in  connection 
with it. It is not true to say that I said that the 
Government had taken a decision in the matter. 
The matter was discussed with certain members in 
the House. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : What the honourable memljer 
says is completely untrue. R e  can read tke de%ates. 

Mr. LEWIS a We find ourselves in the posi- 
tion that in spite of the assurance which has been 
given, the House has decid$ed to discuss this matter 
and no blame can be laid a t  the door of any honour- 
able member. It is from that angle that I will dis- 
cuss the matter. I think that there is something in  
what the honourable junior member for  St. Thomas 
has said; if we leave the door wide open like this 
all the damage will have to be assessed and a keso- 
lution providing funds for  eEecting repairs will 
have to be sent down to this House. I think the honour- 
able mover has in  mind that we-_should belp people 
who are unable to help themselves. I do not know if 
the occurrence can be described as a hurricane but I 
feel that the honourable member would have in 
mind that assistance should be given to these who 
are unable to assist themselves. Those are the peo- 
ple whom the Government should be enquiring about. 
If we pass this Address as  it is I fail to see how 
anybody can be left out; any rich or poor person 
who might have b e n  hit by this g a k  can expect to 
receive assistance. If that  is what the House in- 
tends to do, then the A d d ~ s s  is in order, but it 
would not be in order if the Government is not actinq 
along that line. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that this 
Address do now pass. Honourable, mem'bers in favour 
of that will please say "Aye", those against will 
please say "No". I think the "Ayes" have it. I 
will ask the honourable senior member for St. George 
to present this Address. 

M?. DOWDING : As Your H'onour pleases. 

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I be'g to move 'that Rule 60 be 
now suspended in order t o  deal with Orders Nos. 88 
and 89 on the O'rder Paper under Private Members' 
Business. These matters are non-controversid. 

Mr. G m  seconded the motion which was agree4 
to. 

VESTRIES ' ( A M E N D ~ ~ E N T )  

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order of the day' 
therefore s t a n k  in the name of the honourable senior: 
member for the c i ty  :-Second reading of a Bill to  
m e n d  the Vestries Act 1911 (1911-5). 

Mr. MOTTLEY: The object of this Bill is to 
allow the Vestry of St. Nichael to increase the salary 
of the Churchwarden's Clerk by S100 ,per annum. 
The Act as i t  stands a t  present, allows this oEcer to 
receive &A00 per annum as salary and the Vestry 
cannot increase it unless the Legislature gives them 
permission to do  so. I do not think it is necessary 
for  me to remind honourable members that this Officer 
was appointed in  1939. A t  the time he was respon- 
sible for a total expenditure of $209,478 as against a 
total expenditure of $5111,932 to-day. There has been- 
a tremendous increase in  this Officer's work and the 
Vestry have made a recommendation that his salary 
be increased from S200 a year to £300 a year. I beg 
to move that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Mr. GALH seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

The second reading was passed. 
On the motion of Mr. MOTTLEP seconded "aj. Mr. 

GALE, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House 
went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH being 
in, the Chair. 

Clause 1, the title Clause, was read as follows :- 
l. This Act shall be read together with the 

Vestries Act 1911 (hereinafter referred to as "The 
~ r i n a i ~ a l  Act") and any Act amending t h  same 
and may be cited as  the Vestries ( ~ L e n d m e n t )  
Act 1948. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that Clause 1 
stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. GALE: I beg to second that. 
LEWIS:  I should like to know if there is any 

0th-r amendment to the Act. I 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I ask leave to insert the word 
and figure "No. 2" a t  the end of this Clause. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave. 

The question that Clause 1 as amended stand 
part of the Bill was put  and resolved in  the affir- 
mative without division. 

' Clause 2 was read as follows:- 
2. Sub-section (2) of section forty six of the 

Principal Act as amended by the Vestries (Amend- 
ment) Act 1946 No. 2 is hereby further amended 
by deleting the words "two hundred" occurring in 
line four thereof and substituting therefor the words 
"three huadred. " 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I ljeg to move that  Clause 2 
stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. GALE: T beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  I would like to  ask if it is 

possible for this Clerk to receive this new salary 
before the Bill has been passed and whether he will a 

receive i t  from the beginning of the parochial year. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: That is set out in  the Bill. 
Mr. COX: I am not opposed to the increase 

being given to this Clerk, but I do not appreciate the 
method which has been adopted by those who are ' 
responsible for increasing the wages of these em- 
ployees. We know that that office down there carries 
a,bout four or five clerks and to single out one of 
them and increase his salary is to create discontent 
emong the others. The Vestliy. of 8 t .  Michael 
agreed to engage the services of the Civil Service 
Commissioner, Mr. Adams, to go into the, question 
of salaries and before any conclusion has been reached 
they single out one officer for a n  increase and allov 
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the salaries of the others to remain are. 
I do think that such action is going to create 
some dscontent among the other Officers whose 
salaries will remain the same. 

Mr. MOTTIaEY : That is not a true ~tatement; 
iz is very untrue. (A XXMBER: I t  is inaccurate). 
That is not an inaccuracy ; it is a direct falsehood. It is 
true to say that you cannot increase the salary of 
this particular OEcer unless you get the permission 
of the Legislature. The other ofncers occupy a differ- 
ent position from that of this Ofticer and their 
salaries  ha^,^ been increased. There is only one Clerk 
to the Churchwarden. 

Mr. COX: The honourable member has not 
given us any case in point; he says that the salaries 
of the other offiers have been increased or that they 
will be increased. Everybody knows that the post 
of Vestry Clerk was vacant for sometime; there was 
ail individual with as much merit as others in the 
line-up for the post and they selected two or three 
officers and increased their salaries. Mr. Ashby and 
Mr. Grannum occupied good positions for this job 
but in order not to be offensive and to push Mr. 
Redman in the job and appear to be doing justice 
they increased the salaries of some offioers so that it 
could be said .that there is no grouse. That does not 
mean that the salaries of all the officers employed at the 
parochial buildings have been increased. I think 
that an investigation should be made into the whole 
service and then they could increase the salaries of 
all the officers. 

The question that Clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

Clause 3 was then passed. 
Bn the motion of Mr. MOTTLEY seconded by 

Mr. GALE, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing 
of the Bill in Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
acoordingly. 

On mo@ions of Mr. M O T ~  seconded by Mr. 
GALE in each case, the Bill was read a third time I 
a ~ d  passed. 

PAROCHIAL 'EMPLOYEEiS PENSION 
(AMEWMENT) BILL 

Mr. 'SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
also stands in the name of the honourable senior 
member for the City :--Second reading of a Bill 
to amend the Parochial Employees Pension Act 1944 
(1944-44). 

Mr. MOTTLEY: This Bill should 'be even less 
cdntroversial than the one which has just been 
passed. The Vestries of the island have the right 
to pension their emplopes under the Parochial 
Employees Pension Act, but they have no right to pay 
any Cost of Living Allowance to pensioners. A year 
or so ago the Legislature pmed a Bill enabling the 
Vestris to pay a Cost of Living Allowance to pension- 
ers. The Vestries can lay raks in anticipation of the 
payment of this Allowance but they cannot pay it to 
any retired parochial employee until the Legislature 
sanctions the payment. Under this Rill the several 
Vectries are authonised to pay to retired parochial 
employees an allowance at the rat,. of 50% in 
respect of the first hundred pounds of pci~sion or any 
part thereof, and at the rate of 407% iin respect of 
the second hundred pounds of pension or any part 
thereof-rates similar to those which the Government 
is paying their pensioners. The Legislature has 
already passed a similar Bill which expired at tht 
end of th,e parochial year 1918. I have much 
pleasure Ih moving that this Bill bc now read a 
second time. 

Mr. G m  seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

The second reading was passed. 
On the motion of Mr. MOTTLEY, seconded by Mr. 

GALE, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went 
into Committee on the Bill, BLr. SMITH b.~ng in the 
Chair. 

Clause 1, the title Clause, was read and passed. 
Clause 2 was read as follows:- 
2. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary 

contained in the Principal Act or any Act amend- 
ing the same as from the Twenty fifth day of March 
One thousand nine hundred and forty eight and 
continuing until the Twenty fourth day of March 
One thousand nine hundred and forty nine the 
Vestry for each of the several parishes may if they 
consider it expedient so to do pay all the parochial 
employees who have retired or who may hereafter 
retire from the service of such; Vestry an allowance 
at rates not exceeding those hereinafter mentioned 
as they shall from time to time determine, 
namely :- 

Allowance at the rate of fifty per cent in re- 
spect of the first hundred pounds of pension or any 
part thereof and at the rate of forty per cent in 
respect of the second hundred pounds of pension 
or any part thereof; 

Provided that no pensioner shall receive an 
allowance under this Act at a rate of more than 
ninety pounds a year. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that Clause 2 
stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. GALE : I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I should like to ask 

if a rate has been laid for the payment of this allow- 
ance and if so whether the law provides for it. 
What I want to know is this; if you lay a rate for 
expenditure which the Legislature has to sanction 
and the Legislature does not make provision for 
the proposed expenditure does the law provide for 
that? Does the law provide for ag expenditure of 
this sort which the Legislature has to sanction? 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Yes. 
Mr. F. L. WBLCOTT: The honourable mem- 

ber is not a lawyer; he might be a good village. - 
lawyer. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: As a matter of fact, this 
matter needs but a modicum of intelligence to fol- 
low it. Provision has been made for this expendi- 
ture. If you read the Parochial Employees Pen- 
sion Act you will see that the Vestries can lay 
rates in respect of pensions due and which may 
occur during the year. There is some elasticity. 
The position is not as in the case of the Legislature 
where a Resolution can be sent down after the 
Estimates have been passed. The Vestries lay their 
rates once a year and they are allowed to make the 
necessary provision for expenditure of this sort 
under the Head "Miscellaneous" as is set out 
under Clause 52 of the Act; but the money cannot 
be paid until the Legislature sanctions it. 

Mr. LEWIS: If the law provides for the 
payment of this allowance then we have to be very 
grateful; at least the pensioners should be grate- 
ful. I just want to say that when the last Act was 
expiring certain members of the Vestry should have 
known that they could not discontinue the payment 
of this Allowance, and they have allowed the poor 
pensioners to remain in a state of anxiety for all 
those months before they got legal sanction to pay 
out the allowance. (A MEMBER: We are now 
trying to get it). I am wondering why the mem- 
bers of the Vestry did not allow the Bill to be put , under the various Expiring Laws Act. (Mr. 
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MOTTLEY: You would still have to amend the 
Act). However, I feel it is regrettable that the 
poor pensloners have had to be kept waiting for all 
these months. 

1Mr. ADAMS: Purely out of curiosity 1 
would like to ask if the rate has been laid, if the 
money has been made available already and the 
Vestry want legislative sanction to pay it, or if 
the money has been paid already and they want 
legislative ratScation. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I thought of putting the 
Bill under the Expiring Laws Act myself but the 
Act would still have to be amended. In the first 
place a Bill was passed to provide the payment of 
a Cost of Living Allowance to pensioners up to 
the end of the parochial year 1948, and the feeling 
of the new Vestry would have to be obtained as to 
whether they would agree to continue to pay this Al- 
lowance for the ensuing year 1948-49. Having agilreed 
to continue, to pay the Allowance the Vestry have 
exercised their right under the Act and made the 
necessary provision for i t ;  but so far they cannot 
pay out one cent more than the actual pension al- 
lowed by the Act. Therefore they have to get leg- 
islative sanction before the Cost of Living Allow- 
ance can be paid. The Vestry of St. Michael are 
still cautious enough as not to come into conflict 
with the Legislature; they have been paying the 
actual pension to which retired parochial employees 
are entitled but no Cost of Living Can 
be paid until the Legislature says that it can be 
paid. This is not a private Bill; the several Ves- 
tries are authorised under this Bill to pay this 
Allowance to pensioners but they are not compelled 
to do it. The answer to the honourable member's 
question is a very simple one; provision has been 
made for the payment of this Allowance but none 
of it has yet been paid to any pensioner. 

Mr. ADAMS: I Woke just Out curi- 
osity but I speak now as a taxpayer who has already 
got his tax bills. Does this mean that the V = ~ Y  
have to lay a rate or they have already laid the 
rate and have the money? 

Mr. IV1OTTLEY: provision has been 
made in the Estimates for the payment of this Cost of 
Living Allowance for 'the year 1948-49. We 
have the authority to do it under the Parochial 
Employees Pension Act or the Vestries Act but 
money can be paid until the Legislature sanctions 
it. When the Bill is enactea the Allowance will 
be paid as from the 25th of March. 

The question that stand part of the 
Bill was put and resoIved in the armative without 
division. 

Clause 2 was passed. 
Clause 3 wm read and passed. 
On the motion of Mr. M O T T L ~  seconded by 

Mr. GALE, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of 
of the Bill in Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

On motions of Mr. MOTTLEP seconded bp Nr. 
GALE in each case, the Bill was read a third time 
and passed. 

THE ST. PHILIP'S PARISH LOAN ACT 

Mr. GARNER: I beg to move that Order No. 
86 under Private Members' Business be taken as 
the next Order of the Day. 

Mr. CRAWFORD seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The n= Order of me Day 
stands in the name i>f the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Philip :-Second reading of a Bill to 
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authorise the Veatrg of the psrish of St. Philip 
to raise a loan not exceedmg $300 Tor the purpose 
of installing a Diesel Lighting Plant a t  S t i rbg"  
the residence of the Parochial Mehcal Officer. 

Mr. GARNER,: I do not think that this is any 
controversial matter. The Vestry of St. Philip 
have, in duty bound, to provide the Egh€ing for 
'Stirling," the residence of the parochial Medi- 
cal Officer. We have there a diesel engine but it 
is of no use now; it has atready served its useful 
purpose. The Parochial Medical Officer has given 
us notice that he can no longer keep certain medi- 
cal supplies in safe custody on account of the fact 
that the refrigerator is not in operation, and I 
think that that is a very deITcSte matter. We have 
to think of the health of the community before we 
think of dollars and cents, and with that in view 
the Vestry have agreed to borrow this money. This 
is a prime necessity; %he matter has been duly ad- 
vertised and nobody has taken objection to it. I 
beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Mi.. CRAWFORD second~d the motion which was 
agreed to. 

The second reading was passed. 
On the motion of Mr. G ~ N E B ,  seconded by Mr. 

CRAWFORD, Mr. SPEAKER Ieft the Chair and the 
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH. 
being in the Chair. 

On a similar motion, the Preamble was post- 
poned. 

Clauses 1 and 2 were read and passed. 
Clause 3 was read as follows:- 
3. For the purpose of repaying any sum or 

sums which may be borrowed as aforesaid (not 
exceeding together the sum of three hundred 
pounds) the said Vestry are hereby authorised and 
required to lay a rate in the sdd  pafish in the 
year one thousand nine hundred and forty nine 
sufficient to pay the sum of Three hundred pounds 
in part payment and on account of the sum or 
sums SO borrowed with the interest becoming due 
in that year on the principal sum and the expenses 
incurred in obtaining this Act and in each of the 
nine then .following years a sum sufficient to pay 
in each and every one of those years a like sum of 
thirty pounds on further account of the principal sum , borrowed with the interest becoming due in those 
years on the unpaid balances of the said 
sum for the tim,o being and for defraying all ex- 
penses incurred by from time to time in 
carrying out the provisions of this Act and, such 
rates are to be laid in the usual manner and are ta  
be subject to or amendment in ,.he 
usual manner. 

Mr. GARNER: I ask leave to delete the 
words "three hundred" occurring in line 6 and 
insert the uthirtY,, in place thereof. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave. 

Mr. GARNER: I beg to move that Clause 3 
as amended stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. CRAWFORD seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Clause 3 was passed. 
The remaining Clauses of the Bill were rwd  

and passed, the word "June" being inserted in 
the blank in Clause *. 

The Schedules and the Premable were read and 
passed. 

On the motion of Mr. GARNER seconded by Mr. 
CRAWFORD, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the' 
Bill in Committee with amendments. 

Mr. Smmm resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. I 
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On motions of Mr.. GARNEE. seconded by Mr, 
 RAWFO FORD in  each case, the Bill was read a third 
'time and passed. 

REVERSION TO GOVERNMENT BUSINESS l 
: Mr. ADAMS, Mr. Speaker,--Honourable mem- 
birs  are willing to ~ t v e r t  to Qovernmtnt Business 
and I therefore beg to move that the w x t  Order 
of the Day be to resumle Government Business. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask ?eave that Order No. 2 on 
the Order Pap,r be taken as the next Order of the 
Day. 

There bciing no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of t h ~  Day 
therefore is to resume Committee on the Bill to 
consolidate and amend the Acts of this Island 
relating to Public Health. 

THE PUBLIC HEALTH BILL I 
Mr. SPEAKER left the $Chair and the House re- 

sumid Committee on th'e B111, 31r. S~LIITII being in 
the Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House was last 
in  Committee on this Blill Clause 219 renumbered 
216 had been passed. 

Claus-S 217 to 219 as renumbered were passed. 
Clause 223 renumbered 220:- 
220. (1) Any person who wilfully obstructs or 

attempts to obstruct any person acting i n  the 
execution of any warrant, order or authority of a 
Police Magistrata. u n d ~ ~ r  this Act shall, in any case 
for which no other provision ,;S made by this Act be 
liable to a fine not exceediiig twenty pounds, and 
to a further fin,? not cxceediug five poullds for cvrry 
day on which such obstruction continues. 

(2) Any person who wilfully obstructs or 
attempk to obstruct any person acting in the Oxa- 
cu ion of this Act or any instrument mad? there- 
u n  er other than in the execution of a warrant or 
or !I er of a Police Magistrate shall, in  any case for 
which no other provision is made by this Act, be 
liable to a fine not exceeding ten pounds. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Clal~se 223 
renumbered 220 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. B L A C m A N :  I beg to secloiid that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I would like to 

remind the. Committee that hhen we were dealing 
with thils Bill earlier this afternoon. I pointed out 
that we had made amendments putting in t h i n e  for 
which provision has been made later in the B1l1. I 
should like to know whether we are going to allow 
the amendments ~vhich we have made to remain 
when they have been providmed for. I would llke 
the Bill to be sent to the Other Place in the right 
way. 

Mr. MOTTTJEY : We can re-commit the Clauses 
later on. 

The question that Clause 223 renumbered 220 
stand part of the Bill was put  and resolved in the  
affirmative without d~ivision. 

'Clau.;~s 221 to 229 as renumbered were passed. 
Mr. RRANCKER: I beg to move that ClauBe 

215 re-numbered 212 be recommitted. I a p o l o ~ s e  
for not reforring to this amendment before. I think 
that these bye-laws should be approved by the two 
Hoasec of the Legislature as  well. 

B l r .  Cos seconded the motion which was agreed 
to! 

Mr. B U N C K E R :  I propose that  we amend 
this Clause so that i t  will read similar to Clause 7 (2) 
of the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act. That 
Act gives power to the Transport Board to make cer- 
tain Regulations and I propose that this Clause be 
worded sinlilarly so as to provide that these bye-laws 
should also receive the sanction and approval of the 
Legislature. 

Dr. CUMMINS : That poiiit was raised when 
me were dealing with the Clause in  the first instance 
and I pointed out that these bye-laws are to be made 
by the Sanilary Authorities for the working of the 
parishes. If these bye-laws are made by the Sanitary 
Authorities and they are submitted to the Director 
and to the Governor-in-Executive C~mmittee for ap- 
proval, I do not see the point in submitting them to 
the Legislature as well. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : I am bound to agTee with the 
honourable senior member for St. Thomas. These 
bye-laws will be made by the several Sanitary Author- 
ities and they are different from Eules and Regula- 
tions. We could not have these bye-laws coming be- 
fore the Legislatnre all the time. 

Clause 215 re-numbered 212 was pased. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to move that 

Clause 217 re-numbered 214 b e  recommitted. 
31r. COX : I beg :o second that. 
The question that Clause 217 re-numbered 214 

be recommitted was put and resolved in the affirma- 
tive. 

A division was taken as follows :- 
d y e s  : DR. WILSON, DR. CUMMINS, MESSRS. 

BRANCKER, HUSBANDS, COX, F. L. WAI~COTT, IAEWIS, 
MAPP, ADAMS, BL-ICKMAN, GARNER, MOTTLEY, SYM- 
MONDS, DOWDINQ and HAYNES-15 . 

Noes: MESSRS. S. A. WALCOTT, WILKINSON and 
Mr.  SPEAKER-3. 

Air. F.  L .  WALCOTT : What I want to point 
out is that if we read Clause 21'6 as ren~~mbered  
carefully, we will see that the amendments ivhich 
have been made to Clauses 214 and 215 as renum- 
bered have been covered. I t  means therefore that 
these Clauses have been made redundant and if we 
pass them in that way the Other Place will return 
the Bill to the House. Provision in  respect of the 
powers of entry has been made in  the whole Bill. 
I therefore beg to move that the words "or a ~ y  
person authorised by them," which were inserted, 
be deleted. 

Dr .  CUMMINS : I accept that amendment. 
Clause 217 renumbered 214 was passed. 
Dr .  CUMMINS: I beg to move that Clause 218 

renumbered 215 be recommitted. 
Mr. ELACKIVIAX seconded the motion which was 

agreed to 
Dr .  CUMMINS : I n  view of the amendment 

which was made to Clause 214 as renumbered, I ask 
leave to delete the words "or any person authorised 
by the Director" which were inserted i n  Clause 215 
as renumbered. 

There being no objection, the hon. member was 
granted leave to delete the words. 

, Clause 218 renumbered 215 was passed. 
The three Schedules of the Bill were passed. 

CHAIRMAN REPORTS PROGRESS 

D r .  CUMMINS : .Mr. Chairman,-Before we 
go any further with this Bill, in  view of the arnend- 
ments which have been made, I propose to refer the 
Bill to the Attorney General again. I beg to move 
that you do now report progress with leave for the 
Committee to sit again. 

L 



JULY 13, 1948 -- 
W -- 711 

Mr. BLA~KIVIAN seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEBK.EB 
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I should like to remind the 
hon. member i n  charge of this Bill that there are 
some Clauses consideration of which has been post- 
poned. -. 

Dr .  CUMMINS : Some of these Clauses have 
to be redrafted when the Bill is referred to the 
Attorney General. 

T H E  ADJOURNMENT 

The Order Paper having been fixed, 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this House 

do now adjourn to tTis day week, the 20th day of 
July, 1948, at 12 o'clock noon. The first ten or 
eleven matters on the Order Paper for the next 
meeting should not be controversial and I have put 
them in that way so as to t ry  and  clear the Orcer 
Paper. If a full  House cannot attend next Tuesday, 
no important business will be done. 

Mr. LEWIS : I beg to second the motion. I 
would like to suggest that when the House sits as  
late as this hour some light refreshment should be 
provided for hon. members. I do not partake of the 

lunch and I think I am entitled to speak on this 
matter. I think that this is something to which 
Your Honour and the Leader of the House might 
pay attention. Another matter is this; the employ- 
ees of the Public Works Department who put u p  the 
barricades around this Chamber for  the sitting of 
the House have been trying for  a long time to get 
overtime pay for doing this job and they have fail- 
ed to do so. They are not employed for doing that  
specific job so that one might say that they only do 
it once or twice a week; they are working for long- 
er hours than they would work otherwise and they 
are entitled to some compensation for it. The next 
matter to which I want to refer is the deplowble, 
condition of the area in  the swing of the Public 
Buildings gate. I have had to draw attention to that 
matter in this House already. It is the place where 
all the official8 come in every morning and I wonder 
how they get their motor cars over that hole a t  the 
Public Buildings gate. If the King of Engl.and came 
to this country we would have to bring him through 
that gate. 

The question that this House do now a d j o u ~  
to this day week, the 20th day of July, 1948, at 
twelve o'clock noon was put and resolved i n  the 
affirmative without division a'nd Mr. SPEAKER ac- 
cordingly adjourned the House. 




