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SESSION 1947—48
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY DOCUMENT.
— Mr. SPEAKER : I have the honour to inform
_ Tuesday, 1st June, 1948 the House that I have received from the Commission-
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly | ers of Highways for the parish of St. Thomas a State-
met at 12 o’clock noon to-day. ment of Revenue and Expenditure for the half year
ended 31st March, 1948.
Presemt :
His H Mr. G. B. E (Speaker), D PAPERS LAID.
i ono . G. B. EvELyN eaker), Dr. g
H. G ISCUMMI;;, Messrs. M. E. Cox, Ig N. R. Hous- Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker—I have the honour
BANDS, D. A. FosTER, R. G. Marp, C. E. TALMa, G. H. | to lay on the table of the House the following Papers:
Apams, B.A,, H.D. BuackmaN, V. C.GaLg, D.D. Message No. 8/1948 from His Excellency the
GARNER, J. A. Haynes, B.A., H. A. DowpiNg, and | Governor, with reference to the Address from the
8. A. WaLcorr. House of Assembly dated the 11th May, 1948, on the
Prayers are read. subject of emigration to the U.S.A. and Canada.
Mr. Crawrorp enters the House and takes his Despateh from the Seeretary of State for the
seat- Colonies dated the 5th May, 1948, regarding the Chief
MINUTES. Medical Officer’s Report for the year 1946-47.
) . . Return of the quarterly transactions in rum to
e e Minut ot the mesing which wae B 0| s 315 e, 1508
:ta,seread angyéonﬁrn’ledavmg ' Report of the Commission appointed to review
. and make recommendations upon the structure of the
i Mz F. L. Warcorr enters the House and takes Civil Service of Barbados and the remuneration and
15 seat. conditions of service of all Government servants.
Statement of the expenditure of the Housin,
’ F GRATITUDE FOR P g
Iggg‘%s{}%ﬁﬁ? %%SIS%II\IA[S AT(I}-IY IN CONNEC- Board to the 31st of December, 1947.
TION WITH MAHATMA GANDHT'S DEATH Mr. MorTLEY enters the House and takes his seat.
) NOTICES.
Mr. SPEAKER : I have the honour to inform ] )
the House that I have received a letter from the Hon- Government Notices are given as follows :—
ourable the Colonial Secretary enclosing a Message Mr. T_'ALMA : Bill to provide for an additional
_from the Government of India in reply to the Resolu-| type of birth certificate and for other purposes con-
tion of Sympathy passed by the House of Assembly , Dected with the registration of birth.
on the 3rd February, 1948, in connection with the| M. ADAMS : Bill to amend the Cotton Export
drath of Mahatma Gandhi. T will ask the Clerk to read | 1¢vy Act, 1935-5,
the Message. Mr. WiLkiNsoN enters the House and takes his
The Clerk reads the Message as follows :— seat. _ )
““The Government and the people of India desire Other Notices are given as follows :—
to convey to the people of Barbados their sincere Mr. CRAWFORD : Bill to enforce the wage
gratitude for the Resolution adopted in the Barbados Rates for the Sugar IndUStI‘Y_ for the year 1948-49.
House of Assembly expressing sympathy in the tragic Mr. COX: Of the following Address :—
bereavement Whieh.India has suffered by the death The House of Assembly
~of Mahatma Gandhi, To
: ““It will be th.e endeavour of th.e Governmept and His Excellency the Governor.
the people of India to pursue the ideals of universal
. peace and tolerance for which the Mahatma lived and The House of Assembly respectfully requests
- died.”’ '

Your Excellency to take immediate steps to send down
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legislation having for its object the amending of the
Police Pension Act thereby bringing it in line with
the recent Civil Service (Amendment) Pension Act
which provides for a pension to be paid at the rate of
1/50 instead of 1/60 of their salaries as was formerly
the case.

Mr. MOTTLEY : Bill to amend the Vestries Act,
1911 (1911-—5).

Mr. SPEAKER : There are several Bills on the
Order Paper to amend the Vestries Act and the hon-
ourable member must satisfy me that the Bill, of
which he gives notlce now, does not deal with- any
matter already réferred to.

Mr. MOTTLEY : It does not, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. SmriTH enters the House and takes his seat.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME.

On the motion of Mgr. TarLma, seconded by Mr.
ApaMs, a Bill to provide for an additional type of
birth certificate and for other purposes connected with
the registration of birth is read a first time.

On the motion of MR. Apawms, seconded by Mr.
TaLma, a Bill to amend the Cotton Export Levy Act,
1935 (1935—5) 1s read a first time.

Messrs. Symmonps and Warp enter the House
and take their seats.

On the motion of MR. CRAWFORD, seconded by Mr.
GARNER, a Bill to enforce the wage Rates for the Su-
gar Industry for the year 1948-—49 is read a first
time. .

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr.
GARNER, a Bill to amend the Vestries Act, 1911 (1911-
5) is read a first time.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.

On the motion of Mr. Apaums, seconded by Mr.
TaLma, the honourable junior member for St. Joseph
(Mr. Smith) is appointed Chairman of Committees
for to-day’s sitting.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Mr. SPEAKER : The first Order of the Day is
to resume Committee of Supply to consider the grant
of qums Of money for the service of the Colony.

. SPEAKER l-aves the Chair and the House
resumes Committee of Supply, Mr. SmiTH being in
the Chair.

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE FOR CUSTOMS
DEPARTMENT POSTPONED

Mr. BLACKMAN asks for and is granted leave
to postpone the consideration of the first Resolution
for £3,000 to supplement the provision in the Hsti-
mates of Expenditure for the year 1948—49 under
Head VI, Customs, item 23, Rent of Warehouses.

ERECTION OF POLICE SUB-STATION AT BLACK ROCK.

Dr. CUMMINS : The next Resolution is for the
sum of £630 to purchase an area of land, estimated at
9,000 square feet, situated at ‘‘ Welbeck’’, Black Rock,
St. Michael, on which to erect a Police Sub-Station
and to meet the legal and other expenses in connee-
tion with the purchase.

The building which is now being rented by the
Government and used as a Police sub-station at Eagle
Hall has not bern in very good condition for some time.
Tt is unsuitable for the purpose; the cots almost touch
one another and policemen sleep in them practically
cheek to cheek. Tt has been condemned by Supt.
Calver in his Report and even before that, I believe

T T———

it was condemned by the late Chief Medical Officer.
For some years now—I think they started in 1940-
41—communications have been going on between the
Government and the present owner of this property
with the view of purchasing it, demolishing the build-
ing and erecting a new and modern police sub-station
on the site. For certain reasons, the Government de-
cided 1ot to purchase this site but to purchase a site
lower down the Black Rock road called ‘‘Welbeck’’.
That site has an estimated area of 9,000 square feet
and the owner has agreed to sell it to the Government
for £600. The area of the site on which the sub-station
now stands is approximately 10,000 square feet. It
was valued in 1942 at £1,200 and the owner agreed to
sell for £1,400 but the purchase was not effected for
the good reason that the War was in ‘progress and
building materials counld not be obtained. During last
year the owner was again approached by the Govern-
ment and on this occasion she wanted £4,000; conse-
quently the Government was foreced to look for
another site and as I have mentioned, it decided on
“Welbeck’” for £600. There was another site in the
vicinity with an area of approximately 19,000 square
feet which was offered to the Government at a price
of 5/- a square foot but that price was considered pro-
hibitive. I have mentioned all this so that it could be
seen that the Government has been doing all it could
to obtain a suitable site at the cheapes: rate. The Gov-
ernment was anxious to purchase the site at Eagle
Hal] corner for the good reason that it could have
squared up the corner and made a better job of it, I
do not know if there is anything more members of the
Committee would like to kuow. If so they may ask
and I will answer. The value of the property is £600
and the additiona] £30 is to pay expenses in connec-
tion with the purchase. T beg to move that this Re-
solution do now pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

The guestion that this Resolution do now pass is
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

On the motion of Dr. CuMmINs, seconded by Mz.
BrackMAN, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of one
Resolution and the postponement of another in Com-
mittee of Supply and asks leave to sit again.

The House resumes and on the motions of Dr.
CummiNs, seconded by MR. BrLackMAN in each ease,
the Resolution which was passed in Committee of Sup-
ply is read a first and a second time and is agreed to.

COUNCIL’S AMENDMENT TO PUBLIC
OFFICERS LOAN AND TRAVELLING
ALLOWANCES BILL.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—I am asking leave
to deal with the amendment of the Other Place to the
Public Officers Loan and Travelling Allowances Bill.

There being no objection, the honourable member
is granted leave to proceed. _

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,—It is the most triv-
ial of all amendments, possibly apart from a punctu-
ation mark. Through some reason or other, the word
““therefore’” was inserted in a line and the Other
Place has deleted that word. I beg to move that this
amendment be now read a first time.

Mr. TALMA : I beg to second that.

The question that this amendment be now read a
first time is put and resolved in the affirmative with-
out division.

On the motions of Mg. Apams, seconded by M=,
TarMa in each case, the amendment is read a second
time and is agreed to.

0
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THE PUBLIC HEALTH BILL.

Mr. SPEAKER : The next Order is to resume
Committee on the Bill to consolidate and amend the
Acts of this Island relating to Public Health.

Mr. SpeakEr leaves the Chair and the House
resumes Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH being in
the Chair.

Clauses 8 and 9 are agreed to.

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to move that Clause 10
stand part of the Bill.

Mr. BLACKMAN : 1 beg to second that.

On the motion of Mr. WILKINSON, seconded by
M. Wagp, Clause 10 is read as follows :—

““10. In order to facilitate public health ad-
ministration, the Island is hereby divided into three
Wards as follows :—

(a) the Northern Ward, consisting of the
parishes of Saint Lucy, Saint Peter,
Saint James, Saint Thomas, Saint An
drew and Saint Joseph;

(b) the Central Ward consisting of the Par
ish of Baint Michael; and

(e) the Southern Ward consisting of the
Parishes of Christ Church, Saint Philip,
Saint George and Saint John.

Mr. WILKINSON : I would like the senior mem
ber for St. Thomas to tell me the population in each
ward.

Dr. CUMMINS : I am sorry I cannot give that
information. I did not come prepared with informa-
tion of that sort but if the honourable member insists
on having it I can postpone this clause and endeavour
later in the afternoon to get the information.

Mr. WILKINSON : I do not want to delay the
passing of the Bill but the information would be use-
ful for purposes of comparison.

The question that Clause 10 stand part of the
Bill is put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Clauses 11 to 13 inclusive are agreed to.

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to move that Clause 14
stand part of the Bill.

Mr. BLACKMAN : I beg to second that.

The question that Clause 14 stand part of the Bill
is put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Clause 15. The work to be carried out at a Health
Centre shall include—

(a) the diagnosis and treatment of venereal

disease ;

{(b) maternity and child welfare services;

(e) the treatment of tuberculosis within limits
to be determined by the Director;

(d) nutrition clinies;

(e) preventive measures
diseases;

(£) health education;

(g) the direction and control of midwives em
ployed by the Sanitary Authorities of the
parishes within the Ward in which such
Health Centre is established.

Dr. CUMMINS: T ask leave to amend sub-para-
graph (g) by deleting the words ‘‘the direction and
control’”’ and substituting the word ’’supervision’’
therefor. _ -

There being no objection, the leave is granted and
the sub-paragraph is amended accordingly.

On the motion of Dr. CuMmmiNs. seconded by Mr.
Brackmaw, Clause 15, as amended, is agreed to.

Clauses 16 to 18 inclusive are agreed to.

19. (1) There shall be established in each of the
Parishes of this Island a Sanitary Authority.

against  infectious

(2) The Sanitary Authority of a Parish shall
be appointed by the Vesiry of such Parish and shall
consist—

(a) in the case of each of the Parishes
of Saint Michael and Christ Church
of nine persons, of whom five shall
be members of the Vestry of the
Parish (and four persons other than
members of the Vestry;

(b) in the case of any other Parish of
six persons of whom three shall be
members of such Vestry and three
persons other than members of such
Vestry.

(3) Subjeet to the provisions of subseetion
(4) of this section the members of a Sanitary Author-
ity who are Vestrymen shall be appointed on the twen-
ty-fifth day of March in each year, or within twenty-
one days thereafter, and the members of a Sanitary
Authority who are not Vestrymen shall be appointed
on the twenty-fifth day of June in every second year,
or within twenty-one days thereafter.

(4) Notwithstanding anything to the con-
trary contained in this seetion, the first appointment -
of members of every Sanitary Authority shall be made
within thirty days after the coming info operation of
this Act, and the term of office of the members so
appointed shall expire on the appointment of members
in acordance with the provisions of sub-section (3)
of this section, und not later than the fifteenth day of
April next following the coming into operation of this
Act.

(6) A1l members of a Sanitary Authority
shall be eligible for re-appointment.

(6) If—

(a) any easual vacancy shall oceur in

R the office of any member by death,
resignation or otherwise, or

(b) any member shall decline to act, or

(¢) any member not being absent on
leave from the island shall absent
himself without sufficient excuse
from three successive meetings of
the Sanitary Authority,

the Chairman shall notify the same to the Vestry who
shall thereupon appoint some fit person to fill the plaee
of such member; but the person so appointed shall
hold office only so long as the member in whose place
he was appointed would have held office.

(7) The Chairman of the Sanitary Authority
for each Parish shall be appointed by the Vestry of
such Parish. In the event of his absence from any
meeting the members shall elect one of their number
to be chairman.

(8) Three members of a Sanitary Authority
shall form a quorum.

(9) The Chairman shall have a casting vote
as well as an original vote.

(10) No act or proceeding of a Sanitary
Authority shall be invalidated or questioned on ac-
count of any vacancy among the members of such
Sanitary Authority or any defect in their appoint-
ment.

(11) Every Sanitary Authority shall keep
2 minute book in which their proceedings shall be re-
corded.

(12) Al acts, matters and things authorised
or necessary to be done and executed by a Sanitary
Authority may be done and executed by the majority

‘of the members of such Sanitary Authority present

at a duly constituted meeting.
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Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,—There are one
or two amendments to be made to this Clause. First
of all, I ask leave to delete all the words from the word
‘‘and’’ 1n line 4 of sub-paragraph (a) of sub-clause 2
to the end of the sub-paragraph and to delete all the
words from the word ‘‘and’’ in line 3 of sub-para-
graph (b) to the end of the sub-paragraph. It is felt
that some parishes may want to appoint to their Sani-
tary Authorities persons who are all members of the
Vestries of the respective parishes and as these sub-
paragraphs are at present worded, they could not do
that; they would be compelled to appoint persons to
their Sanitary Authorities other than the members of
their Vestries,

Mr. ADAMS: In that case I would like to sng-
gest that the words ‘‘at least’’ be inserted after the
word ‘‘whom’’ in line 3 of sub-paragraph (a) and in
line 2 of sub-paragraph (b), otherwise the sub-para-
graphs will be stating that only five and only three
members respectively could be members of the Sani-
tary Authorities of the respective parishes.

Dr. CUMMINS: I accept those amendments.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr., Chairman,—Sub-paragraph
(b) of sub-clause 2 of this clause provides that in the
case of parishes other than St. Michael and Christ
Church six persons shall be members. of the Sanitary
Authorities of those parishes but I consider that five
membars are adequate for those parishes. I ean assare
you that it is no pleasure to be a Sanitary Commis-
sioner and sometimes there is more enmity than any-
thing «ise. 1 do not think that people are very keen
on servig ag Sanitary Commissioners in some of the
outlying parishes. Ior those reasons I beg to movt
that the word ‘‘six’’ in line 1 of sub-paragraph (b)
be deleted and the word ‘“‘five’’ substituted therefor

Mr. DOWDING: I beg to second that.

Mr. MAPP: I cannot see the wisdom in that mo-
tion. You change the number of people to be appoint
ed to a Sanitary Authority but you do not change the
number to form a quorum. The only reason which is
given for changing the number is that people are not
anxious to serve and yet you do not change the quo-
rum. You must have three in any case and the quo-
rum should be changed from three to two so that if
two members attend, there can still be a meeting of the
particular Sanitary Authority. But in view of the
reason which has been given for the echange I would
prefer to leave the clause as it stands because if mem-
bers will not attend they should be turned out by the
ratepayers when the time comes.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: If this amendment was
going to prevent Sanitary Authorities from being un-
wieldy I would agree with the stnior member for St.
Andrew. The appointment of six will, to my mind,
give more people the opportunity to funection on these
Boards. If you restrict it to too narrow a number you
will find it difficult to get people in the various par-
ishes to serve and I should prefer to err on the side of
six rather than agree to five. Six cannot make the
number unwieldy and it sounds strange to me to hear
the honourable member suggest, in these days of de-
mocracy, that the scope for service on these Boards
should be narrowed instead of widened.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Sir,—I wonder if honourable]

members will look at it this way. We have just so
amended the same sub-paragraph (b) that the Ves-
tries of parishes other than St. Michael and Christ
Church may appoint at least three of their members
to be members of the Sanitary Authorities of the re-
spective parishes, and T suppose that non-vestrymen
will still be appointed to serve on these Sanitary
Authorities. As the law stands at present, the Com-
missioners of Health, whose places will be taken by

the Sanitary Authorities, at any of their meetings

‘can commit the Vestry to any expenditure for which

they may provide at the beginning of their finanecial
year and I am suggesting that the number should be
five or seven but not six. If you leave it at six, you
may have a quorum of non-vestrymen who are not re-
spousible to the ratepayers and for ihem to commit
the particular parish to any expenditure would be a
bad thing. You may have a Chairman who may call
a meeting of his Sanitary Authority on a Friday when
all the members who are vestrymen are in town
and it must be borne in mind that he is to have two
votes—a casting vote as well as an original vote. I
repeat that you may very well get a Chairman who is
a non-vestryman and two other members who are also
non-vestrymen of the particular Sanitary Authority
holding a meeting and committing the parish to any
expenditure because what they have agreed to, the
Vestry cannot question; ordinary expenditure for
sanitation in a parish cannot be questioned by the Ves-
try of that parish. Let the number be either five or
seven but not six. In any case I can quite see that any
wide awake Vestry is bound to say that all the people
who may be interested in sanitation in the particular
parish are not necessarily vestrymen and that, there-
fore, it would be necessary to appoint to the Sanitary
Authority of that particular parish persons who are
not vestrymen. The Vestry may appoint persons who
are interested in sanitation but who, when it comes to
the spending of money to effect an improvement in a
particular direction may say ‘‘Oh no; we are not
spending money for that purpose.”” I feel that an
amendment to make the number five or seven should
be supported.

Mr. ADAMS: Perhaps it is because I have been
a member of a Vestry only for a short time that I do
not follow the logic of these parochial authorities.
Take the argument of the senior member for St. An-
drew. I should imagine that if it is difficult to get
people to serve you would make the number greater
not less. Sometimes we appoint a Select Committee of
this House, say seven members, and we add two more
to ensure that a sufficient number attends to do the
business of that Committee. T have never heard un-
til to-day that it is difficult to get people to
serve and if that is so, the number should
be increased mot reduced. I do not think
that when the senior member for the Cily sat
down he remembered what he said. His point may be
absolutely sound but surely if there is that fear about
which he is apprehensive, the Vestry who is the ap-
pointing body will see to it that a sufficient number of
persons is appointed from its body but at the same
time you cannot bind a Vestry to do something it does
not want to do. Surely that would meet the honour-
able member’s fear. A Vestry would see to it that
there are not as many non-vestrymen on the Sanitary
Authority as will be able to get together and
do something behind the backs of other members. I
thought the honourable members were going to say
that there should be a different quorum for the par-
ishes of St. Michael and Christ Church respectively
than for the other parishes. If you make the quorum
the same for all the parishes that argument may be
used and that is the point, in my opinion, which should
be altered.

Mr. TALMA : What I thought the senior member
for the City would have referred to is the number
which shall form a quorum. Three out of six shall
form a quorum, so whether the number is increased to
seven or reduced to five, the guoram about which he
has fears will remain the same. His fear about non-
vestrymen dominating the affairs of a Sanitary Au-
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thority should not arise because the Vestry would al-
ways appoint people who know something about sani-
tation and in many instances you find that non-vestry-
men possess a greater knowledge of sanitatnion than
actual vestrymen., So the question is not how many
members should comprise a Sanitary Authority but
how many should form a gquorum.

Mr. DOWDING: I cannot quite agree with the
argument of the honourable members on the other side
of the table. Although a Vestry may appoint someone
thinking that he is a fit and proper person to serve,
he may turn out to be an unfit and improper person
(Mr. Apams: So too with vestrymen). Yes, Sir, so too
with vestrymen but the fact remains that the vestry-
men are elected by the people and that makes a big
difference. 1 think there should be a majority of at
least one vestryman on a Sanitary Authority.

Mr. WARD: A Vestry can appoint all six mem-
bers of the Sanitary Authority from its body; it is
not supposed to appoint persons from outside but if
it does and the number to be appointed is six, it will
see to it that it appoints four from its body and two
from outside, so as to keep control over the affairs of
the Sanitary Authority. If, as some honourable mem-
bers have stated, it is difficult to get people to serve on
the Sanitary Authority of a parish, I think it would be
more difficult if the number is six than if it were five.
That is a point about which we should be very careful
because a Sanitary Authority may not be able to fune
tion if it has difficulty in getting people to serve.
I am not so well conversant with sanitary work but 1
feel that if honourable members who have experience
about this work assure us that it is difficult to get per-
sons to serve on these Sanitary Authorities and we

Ayes: Messrs. BRANCKER, F. L. WarncorT, Hus-
saNDs, Cox, FosTER, Maprp, TarMA, BLACKMAN, and
Dr. Cumming—39.

Noes: Dr. WiLsox, Messrs. SYMMONDS, CRAWFORD,
MotrLey, HavyNEs, DowpiNg, GALE, S. A. WALCOTT,
WILKINSON, WARD, and Mr. SPEAKER—11.

The question that the word ‘‘five’’ be inserted in
the blank is put and resolved in the affirmative with-
out division.

Mr. MAPP: I beg to make a counter motion be-
cause I do not see any sense in the result of that vote.

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable member is
out of order. He cannot criticize the decision of the
House.

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman,—Sub-
paragraph 3 of this clause provides that the members
of a Sanitary Authority who are vestrymen shall be
appointed on the 25th March in each year or within
21 days thereafter and the members who are nom-
vestrymen shall be appointed on the 25th June every
two years or within 21 days after. I heard the senior
member for St. Thomas say that this is to maintain
continuity of policy but I would like to point out to
him that if a Vestry appointed all vestrymen as mem-
bers of the Sanitary Authority there will be no con-
tinuity of policy. I cannot understand why vestry-
men should be appointed for one year and non-vestry-
men for two years, but before I propose an amend-
ment I should like to hear a further explanation of
the point.

Dr. CUMMINS: As everybody knows, the Ves-
tries die on the 31st December in each year and the

" non-vestrymen who are members of Sanitary Authori-

make the number six, we may be putting them in an ‘

awkward position to get people to serve and in some
parishes, Sanitary Authorities may not be ahle to fune-
tion for that reason. That is the only thing I am a bit
sceptical about.

Mr. MOTTLEY: When I spoke a few moments
ago I was dealing with the question of the number of
members who should comprise a Sanitary Authority
but T had made a note in connection with the number
who should form a quorum, I intended to suggest an
amendment in respect of the Sanitary Authorities of
the parishes of St. Michael and Christ Church because
it is rather peculiar that three members should form
a quorum out of nine. As far as the other parishes are
concerned, the reason why I used that argument was
because I saw quite well that if the number to be ap-
pointed is six; at least three of whom shall be vestry-
men, the policy of appointing three vestrymen and
three non-vestrymen may be pursued and if the quo-
rum is to be three, it looks to me that the number
should be five. While I am on my feet I should like to
refer to the proposal that the Chairman of a Sanitary
Authority should have a casting vote as well as ar
original vote. I do not think I will support that and
I suggest to the introducer of the Bill who has some
exverience in these matters that that would be a
rather difficult matter because as far as all or nearly
all of these Boards are concerned, the Chairmen are
practically responsible, so to speak, for the adminis-
tration and if they put forward suggestions which do
not meet with the approval of the majority of mem-
bers, it must be obvious to honourable members that

they could override their majorities with their original

and casting votes. The senior member for St. Thomas
knows, from his experience, that that will not work.

The question that the word proposed to be deleted
from sub-paragraph (b) stand part of the sub-para-
graph is put and resolved in the negative, the division
being as follows :—

ties may still be able to carry on the sanitary work
until the new Vestries are elected.

Mr. 8. A, WALCOTT: As the honourable mem-
ber knows, the Sanitary Boards do not die on the 31st
December and vestrymen who are members of the
Sanitary Boards can still be members, except they
lose their seats in the election for new Vestries. So
that is no answer. '

Mr. DOWDING: There must be some good rea-
son for this proposal which the Government should be
able to explain a little more fully; some member of the
Government should be able to tell us why there is to
be this departure from the old method of appointing
members of the Sanitary Boards.

Mr. GALE: The Sanitary Commissioners—ves-
trymen as well as non-vestrymen—are appointed in
Mareh in each vear and 1 see no rvason why the ap-
pointment of non-vestrymen should be made on a sep-
arate dat: from th- appointment of vestrymen, In
my opinion, all the members of the Sanitary Au-
thorities should be appointed as the Sanitary Com-
missioners are appointed now. If a member of a Ves-
try who is a member of a Sanitary Authority loses his
seat on the Vestry, that Vestry would have to appoint
someone at its next meeting to fill the vacancy on the
Sanitary Authority and as far as I know, there has
never been any trouble in that respect.

Mr. MOTTLEY : It seems necessary to have some
explanation for this change and apparently the hon-
ourable introducer of the Bill is not in a position tor
give it. What is the set-up at present? On the 25th
March in each year the Sanitary Commissioners—ves-
trymen and non-vestrymen-—are appointed. The Ves-
tries die on the 31st December in each year but those
members of the Vestry who are members of the Sani-
tary Boards continue to function on those Boards un-
til they are elected or otherwise. If they are not re-
elected as vestrymen, then their seats on the Sanitary
Boards are filled by the Vegtrieg before the 25th March
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but the general appointment of the Boards is made on,
or within 21 days after, the 25th March. I suppose we
all admit that we must have changes but we must be
able to appreciate what those changes are for. If the
honourable introducer of the Bill can give us the idea
behind this change I will support it but I really can-
not see the necessity for it. For instance, if in the
parish of Christ Church there are mine members of
the Sanitary Authority—five vestrymen and four non-
vestrymen—the four non-vestrymen with no respon-
sibility, so to speak, to the taxpayers are left 1o carry
on while the Vestry is dead while the persons who are
actually responsible to the taxpayers are placed on
the Board for only one year. I repeat that I can see
no necessity for this change. If the senior member
for St. Thomas can show the necessity for it and that
it would result in an improvement in sanitary condi-
tions I am prepared to vote for it. The only reason
as far as I can see for the change is that the Vestry is
elected for only on- year and, therefor, vistrymen
should not be appointed members of Sanitary Authori-
ties for more than a year. If that is so, the members of
Sanitary Authorities who are members of Vestries
must face an election every year to be able to go back
to these Boards. After all, the Sanitary Boards and
the Boards of Guardians are really the principal de-
partments of local administration and if, Mr. Chair-
man, you provide by legislation that vestrymen who
are responsible to the taxpayers should be appointed
to Sanitary Authorities for one year and non-vestry-
men who are not responsible to the taxpayers can be
appointed to these Authorities for two years, I really i
do not understand it.

Dr. CUMMINS: I want to suggest to honourable
members to deal with the other sub-clauses of this
Clause. I have sent to get the necessary information
on the point which has been raised in connection with
sub-clause 3 and 1 suggest that we go on to the other
sub-clauses until we get the information.

Mr. BRANCKER: There i this aspect of the
matter which strikes me. This sub-clause 2 provides
for the appointment of members of Vestries as mem-
bers of Sanitary Authorities but there is apparently
no provision in the Bill for the continuation of their
membership of these Sanitary Authorities while the
Vestries are dead. What will happen when the Ves-
tries die on the 31st December in each year? There
is apparently no clause of this Bill which says that
the members of Vestries shall continue to function as
members of Sanitary Authorities, notwithstanding the
fact that the Vestries are dead; that is my point. In
other Acts dealing with the appointment of members
of Boards, there is a clause providing that when the
period of service expires, those members go on to func-
tion until re-appointments are made and one would
normally expect that a clause would be included in
this Bill providing that vestrymen shall continue to
function as members of Sanitary Authorities, not-
withstanding the fact that the Vestries are dead. In
the absence of such a clause from this Bill I am doubt-
ful whether we can assume that they are entitled to
continue to funection after the 31st December when
the Vestries are dead. I hear the remark that mem-
bers of the Vestries carry on until the Vestries are
elected. 1 know that they carry on but there should
be a provision in thig Bill to leealize that ~nd T nro-
pose to move an amendment before the Bill is passed
for the purvose of effectuating that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am proceeding to sub-clause
8 which says:—‘Three members of a Sanitary Au-
thority shall form a quorum.’”” In St. Michael and
Christ Chureh there are to be nine members of the

[

Sanitary Authority in each of these parishes and I
suggest that this sub-clause be amended by adding the
words ‘‘except in St. Michael and Christ Church
where the quorum shall be five.”’

Dr. CUMMINS: I accept that amendment.

Mr. TALMA: Before any other honourable
member raises any further points in connection with
this clause 19 I would suggest that inasmuch as this
Bill is very voluminous we should postpone the fur-
ther consideration of this clause and proceed to deal
with the non-controversial clauses of the Bill. I beg
to move that the further consideration of clause 19 be
postponed. o

Mr. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Before the question is put I
should like to say that the senior member for Christ
Church was not present when the senior member for
St. Thomas suggested, and the Committee approved,
the postponement of sub-clause 8. I am now suggest-
ing that we deal with sub-clause 9 and if we get
through with that, then there will be left only sub-
clause 3 of this Clause to be dealt with.

Mr. TALMA: I beg to withdraw my motion,
save and except in relation to sub-clause 3.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Sub-clause 9 is breaking new
ground. The imtroducer of this Bill and other hon-
ourable members know exactly what can happen if
a Chairman of a Sanitary Authority hag a casting
vote as well as an original vote. Ther2 is a possibility
that the Chairman who is the executive officer of the
Sanitary Authority may flout the wishes of the ma-
jority by means of his casting vote and his original
vote and that should be fairly obvious to honourable
members. I beg to move that sub-clause 9 of Clause
19 be deleted.

Mr. HAYNES: I beg to second that.

Dr. CUMMINS: I want to say that this may be
considered as breaking new ground but it is in keep-
ing with a similar provision that has been passed by
this House in connection with the Hospital Boardy
the Board of Education and, I think, the Highways
and Transport Board. In all those cases the Chair-
men, I think, have original as well as casting votes.

Mr. WARD: The Chairman himself ig a member
of the Sanitary Authority and as such he has a vote
just as any other member has. Then in his eapacity
as Chairman he should have a casting vote. If he was
not the Chairman, ag a member of the Board he would
have a vote and I still have a doubt in my mind as to
whether he should be not able to exercise his original
vote as well as a casting vote. If he were appointed
Chairman by the olther members of the Sanitary
Authority, that would be a different thing altogether,
but he is appointed Chairman by the Vestry and in
my opinion he has the right to a vote in the same
way as other members of the Sanitary Authority have
1t and if there ig a tie, he is bound to break it with
hig casting vote.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am not in favour of one
person having two votes but in this case it does seem
permissible, for this reason. The particular member
will not be ez officio Chairman of the Sanitary Author-
ity, therefore, he will be having two votes; he will be
an ordinary member of the Sanitary Authority in the
first place and, as such, will have a vote and if he is
appointed Chairman by the Vesiry he will be
entitled to a casting vote. As T have said, T am not
wedded to the principle of one member having two
votes but how will you get over the difficulty if he is an
ordinary member ip the first instance and then
Chairman of the Sanitary Authority? T can
very well see that some members would never
become Chairmen of these Sanitary Authorities; they
would just sit there ag figureheads. If the Chairman
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was Chairman by virtue of the faet that he is an offi-

“ecial I would say that he should not have two votes

but in the circumstances I do not see how you can
avoid his having an original vote as well as a casting
vote.

Mr. MOTTLEY: What the senior member for
St. Peter has said would, in theory, be all right but
not in practice. Whoever knows anything about the
working of any Board knows that the Chairman brings

-his influsmee to bear upon any matter that is dis-

cussed by that Board. He is the person who is author-
ized to sign vouchers and he comes directly into con-
tact with the officers of his department. The other
members come together only when a meeting is sum-
moned but the Chairman is the person who is directly
responsible and he must bring his influence to bear.
Take, for example, the position in the outlying par-
ishes. Five members are to be appointed to the Sani-
tary Authority and of those five, three shall form a
quorum. If g meeting is held at which only the Chair-
man and two other members are present and the
Chairmap has an.original as well ag g casting vote you
can quite see what is likely to happen. I appeal to
honourable members to view the matter in that light.
There are honourable members who have experience
in parochial affairs and they can see the danger of
giving the Chairman of a Sanitary Authority an orig-
inal as well as a casting vote. I am bound to press
my motion for the deletion of sub-clause 9.

Mr. COX: T am going to support any amend-
ment which gives a Chairman a casting vote but I
am not going to vote for the sub-clause which provides
that a Chairman shall have an original as well as a
casting vote. While it is true that the dual vote may
be very useful in some cases, it is equally true that it
may be destructive in other cases and for that reason
I would suggest to agree to an amendment to the sub-
clause but not to delet: it. W« cannot afford to give
the Chairman of any Board two votes because he may
at some time or other use them to flout the wishes of
the majority and in democratic communities the de-
cision of the majority should be upheld. I happen to
be a member of Boards and if the Chairmen of those
Boards had original as well as casting votes, many
decisions that were made for the welfare of the people
of this island might not have been made. I beg to
move that after the word ‘‘vote’” in line 1 of sub-
clause 9 the word ‘“only’’ be inserted and that the
words ‘‘as well as an original vote’’ be deleted.

The CHAIRMAN: The Chairman of any body
always has a casting vote.

Mr. COX: But provision should be made in the
Bill to that effect.

Mr. FOSTER: I beg to second the amendment
of the senior member for St. Michael.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: There is nothing in the
world to prevent a Chairman from having a casting
vote; it is axiomatic that he has a casting vote. We
passed Schemes of Government for secondary schools
last week and the Chairman of the Governing Body
of those ~chools was given a casting vote.

Mr. MOTTLEY : I am accepting the amendment
of the senior member for St. Michael. ’

The CHATRMAN: You cannot accept it because as it is.

you are not in charge of the Bill.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to withdraw my motion
in favour of the amendment of the senior member for
St. Michael.

Dr. CUMMINS: T aceept the amendment of the
senior mewber for §t. Michael,

Mr. GALE: T would like to point out that it is
not necessary that the Vestry should appoint the
Chairman of a Sanitary Authority. The Vestry should

appoint the members of the Sanitary Authority and
leave it to the members to appoint their own Chair-
man.
Mr. WARD: That is the crux of the whole mat-
ter. 'The Vesiries should not appoint the Chairmen of
these Sanitary Authoritics. If the Vestries appoint the
Chairmen of these Sanitary Auihorities, they must
automatically have two votes.

The question that sub-clause 9, as amended, stand
part of clause 19 is put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Mr. GALE: Reverting to sub-clause 7 of this
clause I should like to say that I do not think it is
necessary that the Chairman of a Sanitary Authority
should be appointed by a Vestry. The Vestry can
appoint the members of the Sanitary Authority and
leave it to them to appoint their Chairman. I, there-
fore, beg to move that the words ‘‘by the Vestry of
such parish’’ be deleted and the words ‘‘annually by
the members of the Sanitary Authority’’ substituted
therefor.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to second that.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I cannot see any objec-
tion to g Vestry appointing the Chairman of a Sanitary
Authority, for this reason. These Sanitary Authori-

.ties will have wide powers and if, as you say, the mem-

bers of the Vestries are the persons responsible to the
taxpayers I cannot see anything fundamentally wrong
in their appointing the Chairmen of the Sanitary
Authorities. The Vestry is the greater Authority and,
therefore, it should have the power to appoint the
Chairman of the Sanitary Authority. I size nothing
wrong in that. We can agree that the Chairman
should not have two votes but I feel there is nothing
wrong in his being appointed by thi Vestry.

Dr. CUMMINS: I quite agree with all that is
said by the honourable member who has just sat down.
I have some experience as a Vestryman and while it
ig true that in the parish of St. Michael we had an
exceptional man as Chairman of the Sanitary Board,
who has just resigned, who was keenly interested in
sanitation and did all he could to improve the sani-
tary conditions of this parish, yet I have always main-
tained—and I know that some honourable members
who have spoken. on thig question will agree with me
—that the Chairman of a Sanitary Authority should
be a miember of the Vestry for the very good reason
that has been stated by the senior member for St.
Peter. To me, it is obvious that if a Vestry is going
to appoint the Chairman of thg Sanitary Authority,
except in the case of a gentleman like Mr. Thorne to
whom I have just referred, it will appoint one of its
number. I think that honourable memberg would be
well advised to let sub-clause 7 remain as it is. A
Vestry iz going to appoint all the members of a Sani-
tary Authority and there is no harm in its appointing
at the same time the Chairman of that Sanitary
Authority. TIf a non-Vestryman hag a greater know-
ledge of sanitation than a member of the Vestry has,
then I feel that the Vestry ouwght, in the interest of
the community, to appoint that person as Chairman of
the Sanitary Authority of the particular parish; so
I see ne¢ harm in allowing the sub-clause to remain

At this stage, 2 p.m. Mr. SPEARER resumes the
Chair and adjourns the House until 2.45 p.m. in
accordance with Rule 40 (a).

LEAVE ASKED TO GIVE A NOTICE
On re-assembling,

Mr. COX: Mr. Speaker,—I ask leave to give
notice of an Address.
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Mr. SPEAKER: 'When the time comes for the
consideration of Private Members’ Business you can
give notice of the Address,

REPLY LAID

Dr, CUMMINS: I beg to lay on the Tablu of
the House the reply to question No. 57 standing in
the name of the honourable junior member for St.
Lucy.

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GARNER: Mr., Speaker,—I beg to move
the adjournmeni of the kouse for five minutes
in order to discuss a matter of importance,

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know what that matter
18,

Mr. GARNER:
urgeuc. It concerns some business people
travelling public.

Mr, SPEHAKER: I have requested the» House
to let me know beforehand ihe nature of any matter
which they want to discuss but the honourable mem-
ber has not done so.

Mr. GARNER: This matter has only develop-
ed today, I was very busily engaged in entering
negotiations this morning and I could not see Your
Hounour. ‘

Mr, SPEAKER: The honourable member was
in the House this morning and I cannot allow him
to make an texcuse like that.

Mr. GARNER: 1 was entering negotiations
this morning when I should have been here to see
Your Honour.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have mads a ruling and I
do want honourable members to support me in

- it

It is a matter which is very
and the

Mr, CRAWFORD: 1 am supporting the sug-
gestion made by the honourable junior member for
St. Philip. The honourable member is referring
‘to the fact that the conecssion granted to two bus
concessionaires in the parishes of St. Philip and
St. John was ecancelled within a matter of hours
without any proper notice being given to the conces-
sionaires.  This morning the honourable member
had an appointment with the Director of Highways
and Transport for a quarter past twelve, an ap-
pointment which could not be kept because the
Director was engaged otherwise, and. the honourable
member was awaiting the Director befor: he could
d:zcide what action should be taken in the Hous2,
Although the matter has been temporarily settled
and it may work with all the parties coneerned—I
had that assurance from the Colonial Secretary
less than two hours ago — although some attempt
has been made to resolve some of the difficulties, yet
both the honourable junior member for St. Philip
and T fe:l that in the interest of the parties involved
in the dispute, it would be as well if the Government
has some idea of what is operating in our minds
and the remarks used today would be of use when
it com~s to finally settling the issue. I am therefore
rrenar-d to support the motion for the adjournment
and T ask honourable members to do so.

Mr. SPEAKER: T admit that tho Hous~ can
do as they like. I only want to remind honourable
member- that T have asked that notice be given me
beforehan of any matter which they want to discuss
and “"~t has not been done. _

M- CRAWFORD- T have explained that
~hen the honourable iunior membsr for St. Philip
should have boop with th~ Director, the Diirector

a2

was with the ‘Colonial Seerctary. I only had the
assurance which I have mentioned;, at 1.30 o’clock
and the House sat at 12 o’clock. Your Honour
could not have been informed at an earlier hour. I
think that a very useful purpose would be served
if the matter is ventilated today.

Mr. ADAMS: I appeal to honourable
members not to grant permission for any discussion
on this matter. Honourable members saw me leave
the House this morning; I saw the Colonial Sccretary
with whom I have discussed the matter, I have re-
ported the solution arrived at to the partics involved
and they are perfectly satisfied. The concessionaires
will be running their buses from this afternoon, If
I were in the place of the honourable members for
St. Philip, from what I have heard no langauge would
be strong enough for me to use in connection with the
matter, and that is the attitude of every member
of the House who has heard, about the matter. A
certalin legal position has arisen on which the Direc-
tor acted; and in order to avoid any hardship it was
suggested that these two concessionaires be given
back their concession and that they be allowed a

} fortnight in which to get the legal position put

dight.  Therefore the matter is not now one of
urgency.  Something has been put in writing of
which the honourable members for St. Philip have
a copy, the Colonial Secretary, the Director and I
have one, Tt would be a waste of time for this
matter to be discussed on a motion for adjournment
on th~ ground that it is a matter of urgency, The
concessionaires are perfectly satisfied with the de-
cision which has been arrived at and they left me
to go to the Director so as to have it officially. T
appeal to honourab'e members not to agree to this
motion for adjournment because while the matter
was an urgent one at 12 o’alock it is not on~ of
urgency now.

Mr. SPEAKER : These are the grounds on which
such a motion is allowed. The motion must deal with a
particular case, the matter must be an urgent matter
and the motion must raise a larger issue than an
individual grievance. The whole point is whether
this particular matter is an individual grievance or
not. If it is an individual grievance it is within my
power to disallow the motion.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The matter is more than
an individual grievance for the simple reason that
apart from the entire question of the travelling
pub’ic, the whole policy under which, the Department
of Highways and Transport operates in so far as its
relations with the concessionaires are concerned, is
in dispute,

Mr. ADAMS: Is the honourable member
in order to speak again? He has mot made any
motion and he is not replying to anything.

Mr. CRAWFORD: It is not correct to say
that the matter has been finally settled; it has
been settled subject to further negotiations. I want
to submit that our remarks today will be of tremend-
ous assistance in the carrying on of these further
negotfiations, and they may prevent a wrong decision
from being arrived at finally,

Mr., SPEAKER: I will ask the honourabie
junior member for St. Philip to tell me the parti-
cular matter which h= wishes to discuss.

Mr. GARNER: Yesterday afternoon the Diree-
tor of Highways and Transport sent a letter to the
Blades” Hill Bus Company, one of the partners of
which has unfortunately just died, informing them
that their concession would expire from twelve o’clock
midnight.
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Mr, SPEAKER: That is the particular matter,
Mr. GARNER: I have not finished. As a result
of that the school children
Mr. SPEAKER: That is nothing to do with it.
Mr. GARNER: There iy always cause and effect.

Mr. SPEAKER: A certain company has been
stoppcd from operating without due motice having
becn given.,

Mr. GARNER: On account of that several
members of the travelling public have been discom-
moded, several children who have brought -their
school tickets ahead of time have been discommoded.
That lis not an individual grievance; it is a matter
of public urg:ney,

Mr. SPEAKER: I rule that this matter is not
a matter of public importance because it only affects
individual p:rsons in a company.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (A)

Mr. ADAMS: I am asking leave to move the
susp:nsion of Rule 61 (a) so as to resume Govern-
ment Business. -

Mr. WILKINSON: I would like the honourable
member to say what busﬁness he is going to deal with,

Mr. ADAMS: I should like to resume con-
sideration of th= Public Health Bill.

There being no objection, the honourable member
was granted leave to make thz motion.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Ru'e 61 (a) be
now suspended,

Mr, Tatma scconded the motion which was
agrzed to.

THE PUBLIC HEALTH BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment for
lunch th: House was in Committee on the Public
Health Bill.

Mr. SPBAKER left the Chalir, and the Housa ve-
sumed Committee on the Bill, Mr, SmitH being in
the Chair,

THE CHAIRMAN: When the House was in
Committee on thig Bill before the adjournment for
lunch, Clause 19 wag under consideration.

Dr. CUMMINS: When we were debating Sub-
clause 3 of this Clause honourable members were

apparently not in favour of the appointment of non-

Vestrymen as members of Sanitary Authorities for a
period of three years. I promised that I would get

some information on the matter and the information

I have received is that it is felt that nobody would
know much about the working of a Sanitary Author-
ity in one year; and that non-Vestrymen should be
given a better opportunity during the second year to
learn more of the working of this Authority. It was
contemplated seeking legislation to appoint non-Ves-
trymen for a period of five years. I pass on that
information to honourable members and leave the
matter in their hands.

The question that the words proposed to be
deleted stand part of the motion was put and resolved
in the negative.

A division was taken as follows:—

Ayes: Messrs. BraNcker, F. L. WALCOTT,
Huseanps, Cox, MaApp, TALMA, ADAMS BrACKMAN,
Dr. CummMmiNg and Mr. 'SpEAKER—10,

Noes: Dr. WiLsoN, Messrs SymMoNDS, FosTER,
GARNER, MorTLEy, HAavNEs. Dowping, GaLe, S. A.
WarLcorT, WiLKINsoN and Warp—11.

The question that the words proposed {o be in-
serted stand part of the section was put and resolved
in the affirmative without division,

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I beg to move that the
words ‘‘who are Vestrymen’’ oceurring in lines 2 and
3 of Sub-clause 3, be deleted as well as all the words
oceurring after the word ‘‘thereafter’” in lines 4 and
5 of this Sub-clause,

Dr. CUMMINS: I accept that amendment.

Mr. MOTTLEY : I beg to move that Sub-clause
2 (7) be further amended by the addition of the
words “at its first meeting’’ after the words <‘ Members
of the Sanitary Authority.”

Dr. CUMMINS: I accept that amendment.

Mr. BRANCKER: T should like to insert an
additional paragraph in Sub-clause 8 so as {o ensure
continuity of Vestrymen. I propose to deal with
that later on.

Mr. MAPP: While honourable members are
considering amendments to thig Clauss I think we
should proceed with other Clauses of the Bill. I
therafore beg to move that consideration of Clause 19
be postponed:

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Sub-Clause
3 be amended by adding the following words: ‘‘and
in the case of Vestrymem shall remain members
thereof notwithstanding the demise of the Vestry
before that date’’. The objeet of that amendment 1s
to make provision for the fact that after the 31st
day of December there is no Vestry, therefore the
Vestrymen automatically cease fo function as mem-
bers of the Sanitary Authorlty unless you make pro-
vision for them to remain members of the Sanitary
Authorlty I think that amendment will cover ihe
point . raised by the honourably junior member for
St. Luey.

Mr. BRANCKER: I beg to second that amend-
ment; I think that will ensure the continuity of Ves-
trymen as members of the Sanitary Authority.

Dr. CUMMINS: I think that the members of
the Sanitary Board are at present elected on the 25th
of March and they hold office until the 24th of March
next; so that they will still carry on in the interim.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I do not see the necessity for
this amendment at all. I am in agreement with the
Clause without that amendment.

Mr. TALMA: I made a motion that the consid-
eration of this Clause be postponed because I antici-
pated what is happening now. We are only wasting
time now. I rémind you, Mr. Chairman, that I
made that motion which I subsequently withdrew.
I again beg to move that the further consideration
of this Clause be postponed.

Mr. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. WARD: In this Clause you are appointing
members of the Sanitary Authority some of whom
must be Vestrymen and other people from outside.
Whep the Vestry dies there is no Vestry until an-
other Vestry is elected and we should make some
provision for the carrying on of the Sanitary Author-
ity in the interim. I agree with the honourable
senior memer for St. Joseph.

Dr. CUMMINS: I am prepared to accept the
motion made by the honourable senior member for
Christ Church. Let us postpone the further consid-
eration of thig Clause until we consult the Attorney
General in the matter and let us pass on to the next
Clause.

The question that the further consideration of
this Clause be postponed was put and resolved in ths
affirmative without division.

At this stage, it now being 3.30 o’clock, Mr.
SPEAKER took the Chair-and stated that it was now
time for the consideration of Private Members’ Busi-
ness.
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" ADDRESS RE ENQUIRY INTO THE WORKING
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
AND TRANSPORT

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Speaker,—Arising out of
the discussion earlier this afternoon when I was ruled
out of order, I ask leave to move the passing of the
following Addtess:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Ezxzcellency The Governor

The House 1s of the opinion that, 10 view of the
general disgatisfaction on the part of concessionaires
with regara to the general operational policy of the
Department of Highways and [ransport, a Com
niittee of Enquiry be appointed to enquire into the
working of the Department, and make recommend-
ations with a view to improvement of the relationship
beuween concessionaires and, the Department.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is
asking leave to move the passing of an Address. If
there is no objection, the honourable member will be
granted leave. There being no objection, the hon-
ourabl: member is granted leave to make the motion.

Mr. COX: 1 was trying to give notice of an
Address earlier thig afternoon.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Philip has already been given permission
to make the motion. )

Mr, COX: My Address is more compr:hensive
than the honourable member’s Address and I suggest
that a ballot be taken.

Mr. SPEAKER: We have to deal with the
Address the passing of which the honourable junior
member for St. Philip has been given leave to move,
and then you can move an amendment if you like to
do so.

Mr. ADAMS: It is imumaterial which of the two
honourable members proceeds but I think that we
ought to stick to the Rules of the House. The hon-
ourable senior memker for St. Michael gave Your
Honour notice earlier of his intention to ask leave
to move the passing of gn Address——

Mr. SPEAKER: Tt is a matter for the House.

Mr. ADAMS: Rule 63 deals with this particular
point where notices of motions are given, but I would
appeal to both honourable members to remember
what I said when the honourable junior member for
St. Philip was trying to make a motion for the
adjournment of the House, namely, that the matter
is no longer a matter of urgency. The Government
has had it drawn to its attention that there is dissat-
isfaction existing and ¥ appeal to both honourable
members not to pursue the matter but rather let us
continue the consideration of the Public Health Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has
been given permission to move the passing of the
Address.

Mr. ADAMS: On a point of order. In view of
the fact that the honourable junior member for St.
Philip has got leave to move the passing of the
Address, and in view of the fact that Your Honour
was notified by the honourable senior member for
St. Michael that he intended to move the passing of
an Address which is in similar terms to that of the
honourable junior member for St. Philip, T suegest
that Rule 63 should be observed and a ballot be taken
so as to determine which honourable member should
proceed. .

Mr. SPEAKER: The question of a ballot arises
when notiers are being given in the morning, but in
this particular instance permission hag been given
the honourable junior member for St. Philip to move
the passing of an Address.

Justice.
‘Highways and Transport only a few hours before he

Mr. GARNELR : 1 beg to move that this Address
do now pass. It 1s a fact that we nhave given the
Director of Highways and Transport great powers
and when 1t seexs fit he exercises those powers. Time
is the greatest healer and perhaps it is the greatest
rectifier: and we have to learn by sad experience
what it ig to give to any Director what is calted die-
tatorial powers. I have before me the Third Schedule
ot the Act relative to the granting of concessions for
operating ‘motor ’buses along routes in Barbados and
one of the conditions for the granting of a concession
reads as follows: ‘‘This concession shall commence on
the...... day of.......... and shall remdin in foree
until the...... day of........ unless such concession
be sooner revoked by the Director oh aceount of un-
sitisfactory service or infringement of the law and
regulations or non-compliance with the conditiong
under which the concession is granted, which power
of revocation the Director expressly reserves to him-
self.”” That power is very wide : it is almost unlimited
and that is one of the reasons why I am asking that
the Government appoint a Committee to make an
investigation into the matter. After all, this is a
matter of public interest; where you have people who
have invested thousands of dollars, in some cases
thousands of pounds, and have their livelihood so
arranged as to be dependent upon running a ’bus
serviee, when they have mottgaged their property in
order to carry on such a buginess, it is not fair to
give one man such wide powers that without any
proper notice he can revoke the concession. The other
part of the condition to which 1 have referred says.
this: ‘‘Such concession is relinquished by the conces-
sionaire who, if so required by the Director, must
give the Director six months’ notice in writing of his.
intention to relinquish the same before such relin-
quishment becomes effective.” T think that the Agree-
ment should be binding on both sides and each side
should have equal ferms. Ag the position is now,
dictatorial powers are given on one side while on the
other some time is given for the cancellation of the
Agrcemsnt. It is not fair to have these small ’bus
owners living at the mercies of the Director of High-
ways and Transport and there is the rumour all
around the island that this movement yesterday is
the beginning of an end. Tt is nof an end in itself
but the means to an end.

Mr. SPEAKER: I suggest to the honourable
member that he should not deal with any rumour.

Mr. GARNER: [ take it that a very dangerous
precedent is being set and if this matter is allowed to
pass unnoticed, there is no telling how far this policy
will go. As T have already said, there are those in
this business of running a ’bus service who have at
stake all that they have ever owned and even more,
because some of them have borrowed money so as to
carry on the business. I say that it is unfair to
allow such wide powers to remain in the hands of
the Director or Dictator when, in truth and in fact,
the livelihood of the ’bus concessionaires depends
upon how he feels about his contract. In everything
there must be law and order but there must also be
somebody to whom an appeal can be made. In the
law Courts there is a Court of Appea'; British justice
maintaing that a man is not a eriminal until you have
proved him so and every citizen has the right of
appeal. That is why we speak of dear old England:
we love her, if for nothing else, for carrying out
I say that it is not fair for the Director of

proposes to terminate this concession, to send a letter

.to these people telling them that they must cease to
‘operate their ’buses at midnight.

That is high-
banded, barefaced and undemocratic. We have just
fought a War to kill Hitler and I for one will never
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stand in this Chamber and keep my mouth shut if
we are creating a lot of small Hitlers 1n this place.
I'nis is a dictatorial move; it does not smel]l or any
democracy at all and it should be stopped at once.
No reasonable businessman would countenance a thing
like that; 1t is plain tyranny. Thousands of dollars
have been invested by people in this ’bus business,
these people are frying to earry out their obllga.twns
they are in debt apd suddenly it is rushed upon them
that they must cease operations! Why were they
not given six months’ or three months’ notice before
the concession ig revoked? On the other hand, if they
wanted to relinquish the concession they would have
to give the Director six months’ notice in writing and
I repeat that the agreement should be fair on both
sides. It is incumbent on the ’bus concessionaire to
give the Director six months’ notice in writing of his
rehn\qu iment . of the concession, but the Director
can tell the concessionaire, as he has told these people
“You must relinquish your concession by midnight.”’

1 say that in the interest of the public we have got
to see that they get proper transport and as cheaply
as possible and that certain requirements are carried
out; but on the other hand, the powers vested in the
Dlrector ag set out in th.IS Schedule are too wide.
They are such that we are calling upon the Governor
to appoint a Committee to investigate the matter at
onee. An absolute precedent has been set, and if
this matter is allowed to pass unnoticed, What is there
to prevent any ’'bus company from bemg stopped in
a month hence, and so on down the line until you
get all the small concessionaires out of business and
then we have a monopoly created? It looks to me
that this is the beginning of a monopoly and it should
be nipped in the bud. Suddenly like a bolt from the
blue these concessionaires are given notice of the
revoeation of their eoncession! The Director should
have been decent enough to give these people three
months” notice or six months’ notice of the revocation
of this concession, whether it was written in the
Schedule or not. Machinery costs a lot of money: it
is not like a donkey-cart that you can push aside; I
repeat that suddenly these people are told that they
must cease to operate their ’buses. About 12 o’cloek
last night I was delving into this matter; I was so
busy in seeing if 1 could get anything done about it
that I was unable to give Your Honour notice of my
intention to make g motion for the adjournment of
the House. If that is going to be the attitude of the
Director whom we have appointed by law then we
have to be very careful as to what powers we give to
these people, Thig power can be used for good or
for ill; in this case it has been used for ill and the
small 'bus owners have the jitters now because they
fear they will be eaten up. They fear that this is
a move towards a monopoly, that the business will be
carried on by one group, they will go broke and we
will have some more mad people down at Jenkins-
ville. This thing should be stopped and the Governor
must act at once; people should not be allowed to use
their power for ill, they must act as human beings.
There must be some amendment brought in—I intend
bringing in one—to curtail this power. We cannot
make autoerats of people; we cannot allow the small
business people to be hanged oy molested or disecom-
moded or put out of business and be replaced by big
business. When you ereate monopolies you do a very
dangerous thing. Tt is not to say that we have mon-
opolies in the ’bus business yet, but what makes me
come to the conclusion that there is a movement on
foot to create monopolies is the fact that no sooner
than these people were given notice that their con-
cession would cease last night, another ’bus company
was operating on the route this morning! This thing
was done under cover: this ’bus company knew well
ahead to keep its "buses ready to operate on the route

this morning. I say that this is high-handed, bare-
Laced wickedness in high places; it is putting people
who want to make an hopest living out of business
and replacing them by people who have already amass-
ed a fortune. We need legislation 1o control these peo-
ple. Not many weeks ago I said in this House that
certain men have to be governed like little children
because their lust for power is great; and unless you
have laws to regiment them you will never get things
going right. I do not know how I wonld face my
parishioners if 1 did not bring this matier not only
to the aitention of the Governor but also to that of
the public so that action of this sort should cease.
If anybody has in mind that such a bare-faced,
high-handed act could take place without my voice
being heard, he was only dreaming or making a mis-
lake; when people have reposed confidence in me I
will serve them even although I make enemies for
myself. I repeat that these people have invested their
money ; they haye mortgaged their property so as to
carry on this business and if the Director wanted to
act as a human being he should have been decent
enough to call these people and tell them: ¢‘I am
giving you three months’ or six months’ notice and if
you do not measure up to certain standards your
concession will be revoked.”” That would have been
more businesslike and I do not see that there could
be anything wrong with that. Even although these
concessionaires might be wrong, the Director’s method
of approach in the matter has made a bad job of it.
He gives them a matter of hours’ notice and on top
of that he sends another ’bus company to operate on
the route on the next morning. We cannot counte-
nance such things. I cannot speak in small terms
against such action; this is setting a bad precedent
and I would like those who are in charge of this
Department to know that it is bad taste to the publie.
Public opinion in St. Philip is thoroughly against this
deal : the people think that it ig a dirty one and they
have asked me to bring it to the notice of the Authori-
ties. I think I have stated my case and I ask honour-
able members to support me, in this matter because
it is not a matter that can be passed over lightly.
This is a case in which small people are thrust out of
business and that will mean total loss to these people
who have been carrying on this business. Other
things being taken into account we can only ask that
thig Committee be set up to make investigations at
once. I had an appointment with the Director and
he was engaged and I did not get back to see him.
However, a letter has been handed to me saying that
negotiations are underway subject to certain condi-
ticns and so on. I would like it to be known that the
powers given to the Director are too wide: they are
almost unlimited, they need revocation. They are
top-heavy and they should be reviewed. Your hum-
ble servant will see to it that an amendment ig brought
in to that effect. We need to do something so as to
prevent the smaller people from being pounced upon
by big business. W want to let the Director know
that we have not employed him as an agent or tool
of big business: he is there to do what is right for
the population of this island in matters of transport
whether it is a question of the smwall man in the gutter
or the big man in his castle. If the Director con-
tinues such a policy it will work to the detriment of
the Department. After all, the Director is not lord
of all; he is only a public servant and he must do
the best for all concerned. He is supposed to rise
above certain conditions; he is supposed to be im-
partial and unbiassed, he is not supposed to be moved
by hig business. He is supposed to represent both
the big business man and the small business man
alike. T think that we can safely censure him for
what he did last night and T hope that he will never
repeat such aection, because it is something that will
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make bad feelings among the population. We do not
want advantage to be taken of anybody. If the
Director wants anybody to respect him as such in
this island, he must be impartial ; he must rise above
the conflict in the street, he must rise above catering
to big business. These small people will have to live
up to the regulations, but we will not allow the die-
tator to put them out of business on any flimsy
charge. They must be given notice to live up to cer-
tain standards; they must not be called upon to lose
whatever they have at a moment’s notice and be
thrown on the unemployment list. I think I have
said enough and I hope that the Director will take
notice————
Mr. TALMA : I thoroughly appreciate the hon-
ourable member’s remarks, but I have not heard a
word said as to the grounds for the action taken by
the Director.

Mr. GARNER: I do not kuow if the honourable
member hag taken any stimulant to prevent him from
‘hearing what I said. I have a copy of the letter
which the Director wrote to the concessionaires and
if the honourable member wants me to read it I will
do so.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think I can allow the
honourable member to read that letter.

Mr. GARNER: The honourable member says
that he does not understand.

Mr. TALMA: I would like to know the reason
why the Director acted as he did.

Mr. SPEAKER: What the honourable member
is eomplaining about ig that the concession has been
revoked without any proper notice being given.

Mr. GARNER: I am not saying anything more
in the matter now because there are other honourable
members who want to join in the debate. I think
that honourable members should be greatly moved
just as I have been moved because this is a matter
which will cause some indigpation. It ig an un-
righteous act and it would boil in anybody’s breast
as something wrong. If the honourable senior mem-
ber for Christ Church does not understand

Mr. TALMA : T can understand as well ag any-
body else can understand; but I want to know the
reason why the Director has taken the action which
he has taken.

Mr. GARNER: I want to say finally that al-
though this Address has begun to create a lot of heat,
I hope that we will maintain our equilibrium and
vote for the passing of the Address so that this small
section of hard-working people should not be put out
of business on the flimsiest of charges. I hope too
that in future the Director will act as a human being
and will realise that he should use his diseretion with
the powers which are vested in him: and that proper
and immediate steps will be taken to implement this
Address.

Mr. CRAWFORD: T beg to gecond the motion
for the passing of this Address. I do not think that
either my colleague has or I have to apologize for
taking up the time of the House with this matter to-
day. Even although the immediate cause of thig dis-
satisfaction might have been temporarily settled, yet
the fact remains that the general relationship between
the Department of Highways and Transport and the
eoncessionaires is highly unsatisfactory, and it will
be of great advantage if the Committee of Enquiry
asked for in this Address is appointed and begins to
funection with the least possible delay. What are
the facts of this particular case? The concession
which applies to an area in St. Philip and St. John
was granted to the conecessionaires Mr. Hinds and the
late Mr. Lucas. Mr. Luecas died a few months ago
and there has been some dissatisfaction between his
legal representatives and the Department with regard
ty the turning over of the econcession to them. So far

as I have been able to ascertain, on the 12th of May
last the Director wrote a letter to Mr. Lucas’s widow
in reply to one which she had written to him asking
that the concession be turned over either to her or
to her son or individually or to them jointly. There
has been some legal difficultieg involved in the matter
and in the absence of any further communication
from the Department to Mrs. Lucas between the 12th
of May and yesterday afternoon, a little before 4
o’clock, yesterday afternoon she received a communi-
cation stating that as at midnight last night the conces-
sion would be cancelled. I read the communication of
the 12th May and it would not give anyone any reason
to believe that such action was even contemplated.
But it has come out of an almost clear, blus
sky. Imagine that there is no communication between
the 12th of May and the 31st of May and then this
concessionaire receives a letter stating that the con-
cession has been revoked and that this morning at
daylight another concessionaire would operate buses
along the route! Ag the honourable junior member
for St. Philip has pointed out, the granting of a
concession involves a fairly heavy expenditure of
money. I speak subject to eorrection but I think
that in this case the concessionaires own five buses
and the cost of these buses must be about $30,000. 1t
is manifestly unfair and unreasonable, even if there
were greater reasons than those I have given, to can-
cel a capital expenditure of $30,000 within a few hours,
notice and expect the proprietors to sit down with
their money tied up in buses and think that that
would be the end of the matter. It is true that the
Director has acted within the ambit of the power
which the Legislature has given him; and to that
matter 1T will return later. It geems to me that the
Director did not have sufficient grounds either legally
or morally for cancelling the concession and subject-
ing the concessionaires to the annoyance and disad-
vantage which his action must have caused them.
After all, they have to employ drivers, conductors and
others contingent upon the running of buses; the
staff is employed on a weekly basis and even although
they stopped working yesterday they still have to be
paid a week’s wages. I should not at all be surprised
it we eventually find out that to some possible extent
the Government may have to bear some of the expen-
ses involved. These concessionaires have certain
operational expenses and when they have been sud-
denly told that they must cease to operate, one cer-
tainly cannot fail to appreciate the 'inconvenience,
the expense and the almost incalculable harm which
has been done to them. I insinuated that to some
extent it is our fault that the Director has such wide
powers and 1 want to digress for a moment so as to
refer to that. It will be recalled that during the
year before last my colleagues and T were responsible
in this House for holding up the Housing and Town
and Country Planning Bill because it sought to create
a Director and also an Advisory Board, and it would
have given the Direcctor the same power which the
Director of Highways and Transport now has.

Mr. SPEAKER: Has that got anything to do
with this Address?

Mr. CRAWFORD: If we are asking for the
appointment of a Committee of Enquiry to enquire
into the working of this Department, we should sug-
gest the lines on which we want the enquiry to be
carried out. One of the fundamental causes for the
dissatisfaction which exists between the concession-
aires and this Department is the fact that the Advi-
scry Board is appointed by the Governor, the Director
has wide powers and no member of this House has
any say in formulating the poliey of the Department.

Mr. SPEAKER: Does that affect the relations
between the concessionaires and the Department?
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Mr. CRAWFORD: It does affect them most

precisety. lIefore we passed the Department of -

riighways and ‘Lransport Bui, the House appointed

the members of tne Advisory Board. The honourable .

junior member ror Ht. Lucy was a member of the
Board ; but wnen we relitquished our power and gave

it to toe Governor ue never appointed to the Board {

a member like tne honourable junior member for St.
Luecy, he appointed other people.

Mr. SPEAKELK: 'I'he nonourable member ig now
going into the personality of the Board.

Mr. CRAWKORD: Thig 1s highly important
because if the House had some of 1its members on
the Board, a loy of the grievanmces complained ot
would not have taken place at all: and more impor-
tant still, T am completely and unalterably opposed
to the appointment of a Director with an Advisory

.Board unti] such time as we have complete minister-

ial responsibility, When we have a Minister for
Transport who formulates the policy of the Depart-
ment and the Director is responsible for carrying

“out that policy, it is only then that we should have an

Advisory Board. But unti]l such time ag we have
this complece ministerial responsibility and the pow-
er to formulate policy in the hands of the Minis.er,
it is sheer nonsense to talk about people having no
say in the ac.ua] operation of the particular Board.
Let me quote one paragraph from the Third Schedule
to the Department of Highwayg and Transport Act
so as to show the exceptionally wide powers which
we have given to the Director with the Advisory
Board and without a Minister to formulate policy:
The relevant paragraph says this: ‘“This con-
cession shall commence ..o, and shall re-
main in force unless such concession be sooner re-
voked by the Director on aeccount of unsatisfac-
tory service or infringement of the law and
regulations or non-compliance with the conditions
under which the concession is granted, which
power of revocation the Director expressly re-
gerveg to himself’’, In other words, even although
this ae: was high-handed and unfair, the Director
knew that he was acting within the power given
him by the law. T make these remarks incidental-
ly so as to issue a warning to the House against
further relinquishing our power in relation to
the appointment of Directors with Advisory
Boards until such time as there ig a further ‘con-
stitutional development in the (Government of this
couniry. This Address says that there is consid-
erable dissatisfaction existing between the Con-
cessionaires on the one hand and the Department
on the other. There are severa] reasons for this
dissatisfaction: for instance even in the granting
of permits to concessionaires for holiday excur-
sions T would risk to say that 90% of the con-
cessionaires in the country districts are dissatis-
fied with the policy of the Department. People
who have ’buses standing in the garages after
they have spent considerable sumg of money to
acquire and operate these ’‘buses, are refused
permits because of the existing policy of the De-
partment with regard to granting these permits.
That is why you will find on Bank Holidays and
Sundays all sorts of unsafe contraptions earrving
people to the seaside and other resorts when com-
fortable buse: are standing in the garages because
the owners cannot get permits to put them on the
road on such occasions.

Mr. SPEAKER: Are permits given so that
lorries can transport people?

Mr. CRAWFORD: Permits are given to the
concessionaires. On Bank-holidays and Sundays

properly-constructed ‘buses stand in the garages
vecause tne owners are not perwted to put them
on the road while these unsafe contraptions are
used and the owners do not have to appily for any
permit to use them. ‘rhese contraptions are used
ad (tb. Only about a week ago a concessionaire
who lives in Dayrell’s Road came t{o me complain-
ing that he had a new ’bus to be put on the road
and he was refused a permit for 41 days merely
because some big official at the Transport Board
decided to hold him wup. Thab is not fair: after
a man spends about $6,000 so as to pus a 'bus on
the road, he wantg to get returns ag soon as possi-
ble to repay the interest on borrowed capital. I
cannot, see how it would require so much time on
the part of the Clerks at the Transport Board to
give a man permission to operate his bus. I also
know of other cases in which the same thing has
happened. If it ig a question of another Clerk
being wanted, by all means let the Director make
application for him: but the small concessionaires
rightly or wrongly interpret this action as a defin-
ite poliey either to get them fed up wich their con-
cessiong on the one hand, or on the other hand to
make the concessiong so disadvantageous that these
connessionaires will withdraw and allow the whole
thing to fall into the handg of two or three con-
cessionaires. Whether that is right or wrong,
the faet remaing that the actiong of the Director
do permit of such an interpretation and I hope
that every possible effort will be taken as soon as
possible to remedy such actiong because they do
give rise to suspicion whether it ig justifiable or
not. To revert to the particular case in point,
both yesiterday aftermoon and early this morning
I have been endeavouring to get thig matter ad-
justed as satisfactorily as possible, and about one
o'clock today or shortly afterwards I was inform-
ed that the matter has been temporarily settled,
not finally resolved. In other words, while it is
true to say that these concessionaires will resume
their concessions tomorrow morning, further nego-
tiations are still going on and on the outcome of
these negotiations will depend whether or not
these concessionaires will continue to operate this
concession permanently. As far as I can see, there is
no obstacle either legal or otherwise, in the way of
granting permission to thesy people to continue the
concession and I do hope that we shall not have any
cause to discusy this matter publicly agam It is
obvious that if last night the concessionaires were
notified that their concession had been cancelled
and tomorrow they are resuming the coneession
after representations have been made to the Gov-
ernment to compel it to go into the matter, the
inference is that even the Government ig not satis>
fied with the action of the Director in thig matter.
Therefore that more than substantiates our posi-
tion for calling for a Commitiee of Enquiry to
investigate the activities and the policy of this
Department, and it is sincerely to be hoped that so
long as our constitution remains as it is, some
steps will be recommended which will modify the
powers of the Director and at the same time enable
the elected representatives of the vpeople to have
more voice in the running of the Department. I
do not think it is necessary for me to say anything
more at thig stage, but T recommend the Address
to honourable members and solicit their support
for its passing. T should like to say that it ig only
as a result of representations made from all sides
that this matter has been looked into so quickly
and a temporary solution arrived at; but the
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over-a]l issue of the genera) relationship between
the concessionaires and the Department is still at
stake. liperefore 1t behoves us to iake every
step in our power to see that the matter is finally
resolved in the interest of the public without any
delay.

Mr. SYMMONDS: I want briefly to suppor:
ihe remarks of the two previoug speakers in eon-
nection with this matcer. What affects the parish
of St. Philip today will soon affect the parish of
St. George and he other parishes; and I hope
that when this Address is passed and the Commit-
tee of Enquiry is set up, recommendations wil] be
made o the effect that, until we have a minister-
ial set-up in this island wier<by not only the Direc-
tor of Highways and Traunsport, but ‘the Director
of any Department shall be compelled to take
advice from  the e¢lected rcpresentatives of the
people who shall then b responsible for the work-
ing of Departments,’ there shall be some modifi-
cation of the power which iy now wielded by
Direciors of Departments to the detriment, harm
and perpetual annoyance of the people of this
island.  This not only obtaing in matters of trans-
pors but in matters of education and even now
there is a Bill before us in which we are handing
over to another Director our very health. I want
therefore to support most strongly the suggestions
made by the two previous speakers that in this
transitional period the Boards must die, if mnecess-
ary, so that the new set-up should come into being.
I say that :here should be some compromise where-
by the liberties and the rights of the people of
this island, the people who have elecied us to
this Chamber, shall be given due consideration.

Mr. WILKINSON: I do not want to keep back
the House for very long. I want to say that 1 do
not agree with this Address. The previous speakers
seem to regard this matter entirely from the point
of view of the concessionaires, but the Director has
to consider the travelling public and it is for their
protection that all these Rules and Regulations have
had to be made. Of course I will say in passing that
my opinion and that of many other people is that
this matter of transport should be under the con-
“trol of the Police Department and not under the
control of the Director of Highways at all. Several
members have already expressed the view that this
matter of transport is a matter for the Police and
not for a builder of roads. I am one of the unfor-
tunate members of the Advisory Board; unfortun-
ately I could not attend the meeting last Wednes-
day when I believe the matter which has caused the
‘ntroduction of this Address to-day was discussed,
but I know that there has been considerable troulle
with the Blades’ Hill ’Bus Company. Mr. Lucas
died some months ago and it was discovered that
there had not been any company formed at all but
it was just a sort of working agreement between
Mr. Lucas and Mr. Hinds, each man having two
’buses. They have infringed the Regulations on sev-
eral occasions in respect of transporting picnie par-
ties without having permission to do so and trans-
porting people along the routes of other concession-
aires. I think that they were prosecuted for that

by the then Attorney General and it came out that Mr. | &
Lueas was not responsible for Mr. Hinds and Mr.
Hinds was not responsible for Mr. Luecas. One can
reasonably appreciate that the Director has to take
all that into account. The nuestion is: with whom
is thé Director dealing?

continue the concession and a sort of temporary ar-
rangement has been made. T am sure, as the hon-

T understand that Mr. |
Lucas’s widow has asked that her son be allowed to i

ourable senior member for St. Philip has said, that
there are considerable difficulties in this matter and
no proper company or partnership has yet been
formed. This supposed company does not bear a
clean sheet as far as 1 know: they anave committed
one or two faults and they have been warned in the
past. I did not know until I came into the House
to-day of the decision that the concession would be
withdrawn as from midnight last night, but I have
been informed by the honourable senior member for
St. Joseph that an arrangement hag since been made,
subject of course to all the legal points being put in
order. Whether these pcople will be able to do that
or not I do not know. I do not think that this Ad-
dress is necessary; 1 am not aware of any strained
feelings betwcen the concessionaires and the Depart-
ment of nghways and Transport. I ask honourable
members to bear in mind that the Director has to
remember the large tra.velhng community whom he
has to protect. The Director is not there to protect
the "Bus Compames, he is thire to give them a
square deal, and to carry out a'l the Regulations re-
quired for the safetz_of the public and to see that
they get proper service. As regards the granting of
permits for the transport of plcme parties, as far as
I know these permits are given very hberally and
the Director has to protect the regular service. The
Director would not grant a permit for the
transport of pienic parties unless he wag satis-
fied that the person or company has sufficient
buses ‘in order to maintain the regular
service as well. I know a Company which has a
good many spare buses and that Company has ob-
tained a larger number of permits in preference
to other companiss b cause other companies have
not got these spare buses. I do not think that the
Director can grant permits promiscuously. 1 repeat
that I do not think that this Address is necessary :
I am sure that if the honourable member who in-
troduced it went to the Director he would be only
too willing to talk over matters with the honourable
member. As regards the question of Advisory
Boards, it was th- honourable junior member for
St. Philip who, when the Department was created,
said ‘I do not see the good of having any Advisory
Board at all’”’ and I supported that. The Director
is there and the Advisory Board is called in at the
discretion of the Director; he only calls upon the
Board when he wants advice. As T have already
sald, T could not possibly attend the meeting of the
Board last Wednesday; I cannot vote for the pass-
ing of this Address.

Mr. COX: 1 have listened to those honourable
members who have spoken on this question and in
50 far as the honourable members for St. Philip are
concerned, they have not really stressed the points
as vividly as I believe it is necessary to stress them.
I am prepared to move an amendment to this Ad-
dress because there is a string of grievances existing
between the bus concessionaires and the Department
of Highways and Transport from the time when the
Director came to this colony and took over from his
predecessors. The Director practises oppression and
discrimination against certain people who provide
for the transportation of the people of this colony.
We have bern told what the position was as regards
Mr. Lucas and Mr. Hinds, and mdglng from the re-
marks of the honourable junior member for St.
James, the Director prosecuted these people and
failed to secure a conviction; and breause of his
failure to secure a conv1c1;10n against these people
he eame to the conclusion that they had not formed
any proper company. No proper company had been
formed because the Director failed to secure a convie-

| tion against these people and therefore he wants to

A
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wipe them out, The Dircctor should know that,
atter all, it pays people to represent themselves; a
man who has been taken to Court has every right
to fight to the last.g0.as 10 avold a conviction. I will
give any man credit for doing that. I hope that these
small people will always have intelligence and grit
enough to fight agains; any Director or Directors or
anybody for that mig.ter. Sometime this year Mr.
Hinds arranged. with the Master at the Lodge School
to take some childreti- to. Bridgetown so that they
could go to the Aquatic Club and get a bath. Mr.

Hinds did that job within his regular hours; he did.

not break any of the Regulations. He took up the chil-
dren on his route, brought them.to Bridgetown and
they took a bug of the General Motor Bus Company,
got their bath, came back, and Mr. Hinds took tH¥dd
back to the country. He charged the regular fare
for bringing down the children, he did not charge
them $50 or $100; but because the General Motor
Bus Company was nof given the charter as was cus-
tomary, the Dirdctor, unknown to the very man,
gave the General Mbotor Bug Company perhisgion
to paint the sign boards, “Blades Hill,”’ and so on.
1 was in St. Philip and St. John thig morning. The
General Motor Buses weiit up with the sign boards
marked ‘‘Private’” but the sign boards marked

" “‘Blades Hill’”’ and so forth had been painted two

ot three monthg dgo. I hdve hdd the unhappy privi-
lege of dealing with i case where somietimie in 1946
a concession was tileH away fromi & poor woman
who has no other theomeé th&n that obtiined from
operating that concession. The woman is Mrs.
Weatherhead who is the concessioiigire for the Brit-
tons Hill route. As & result of some contention between
her and the Chief Imspector of the Department, the
route was takeri from her and given fo the. General
Motor Bus Company. The then honourable senior
member for the City and I took up the matter and
we got back the concession for Mrs. Weatherhead.
Only recently this concessionaire was given the right
to recondition a bus and the Director waited until
the bus had beett réconditioned ahd then wrote to
say : ““You will not be allowed to put that bus on the
road.”” Again I had to take up this matter; I had
to take the concessionaife to Government House,
discuss the mattep with thé then Acting Governor
and there was another fight in. order to get the bus
put on the road again. The whole of the Christmas
season went by and there was a bus standing idle
although it was inh perfect order having been just
reconditioned. Quite recently Messrs. Green and
Murray were Held up. What Happened? Their
concession was taken from them and the National
"Bus Company, the only Company which had spare
buses at the time; wds asked whethet it could carry
on meanwhile. This Company carried on the con-
cession but when it came to the actual granting of
thé concession, it was granted to the Leeward Motor
Bus Company which is owned by the Big Six. These
things will show that it is theé ifitenitiofi of thé Di-
rector to rob rvery small coneessionaire out of his
route.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the honour-
able member should say that.

Mr. COX: All right, Sir. Mr. Green has been
running his bus along the Sturges route for years
and he suffered; because we know that before this
system of transport came into being people ran
buses and lost their properties because the business
did not pay.

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole point now is
whether the Director of H'ehways and Transport
has acted unreasonably in this particular case.

Mr. COX: I am moving an amendment which
reads as follows:—

The House-of Assembly
. . To
His Ezcellenty the Governor.

(1) This House draws to Your Exeelleney’s
attention thg fact that a. Company was given notice
at 3.30 p.m. on May 3lst of the revocation of its
concession at midnight of the same date on the
ground of unsatisfactory service.

(2) This House has been informed that the
concessionaire referred to was never given the op-
portunity even to know the nature of the charge
against it or to defend itself against such allegations
as may have Lieen madé respecting its operations.

(8) The Housé¢ takes a. serious view of the above
circumstances and respectfully requests Your Ex-
cellency to appoint & Commission or other investi-
gating Body to enquire irito the working of the De-
partment. ..

(4) The House ig further informed that there
is considerable dissitisfactioh amopg bus owners
with the operation of the Department. :

That amendment wikl give 4 iittie wider scope than
the Address whieh Itas been introduced by th: honour-
able junior member for St. Phdip. Judging from the
activity &dd@ froth thd valious expressioms which
have been made o mity o8@dsions not only by mem-
bets of this House but the public as a whole, one can
easily see that the D.rector is definitcly a tyrant.
One can see that it is his desire to force these smali
people out of business. In thid case we have to take
into considerationi th¥ fakt thit only recently these
peoplé Wete Adked t0 provide four new unit§ and
doubtless they must owe §omeébody for some part of
thése units; becatdé the Hihoiitdble senior miember
for St. Philip mentioned just now that thésé buses
cost about $30,000. Theése pebple complied with the
requirements of the Departtiént, the busés have
been inspected and the coticedsiondirés were only
awaiting the grantifig of the licence to operate them
and yesterday afterndonm about 3.30 ¢’¢loék the Di-
rector sent a messenger with a piece of paper to the
Bug Stand and told these genflémien: ‘‘Your con-
cession 1§ termingted to-nmight at 12 o’clock.”” He
d d not even have the decency to post a letter to
these gentlemeh. I Kitow of nothing jnore wicked
or despicable than that. That is just like a man
running out of the canes, stabbing you and running
back through thé canes. There eould not ‘be any-
thing more vicious than that. After all, these peo-
ple have put their brainsg together so as to help
themselves and they hédve e¢iven the public satisfac-
tion for between 18 and 25 years. People entrust
their children to them, they ]i?'o'w the people and
now they have been given this blow by the Director!
After all, Mr. Liueas and Mr. Hinds are not the Di-
rector’s yard boy to whom he could §dy: ““I am fin-
ished with you thig aftéernoon.’” This is a civilised
community and if the Director is not civilised we
will have to ask the Seeretary of State to appoint
him in one of the uncivilised places: we cannot af-
ford in this civilised cotntry to have a man to come
in and cause so much c¢onfusion. The honourable
junior member for St. James mentioned that it is a
question of the convenience of the travelling public
and that is why the Difector should discharge his
duties with as little partiality as possible. You
should have seen thé agony on the faces of these
people when they were told that they would not be
allowed to operate their buses on a route on which
thev were operating them for so Tong. T hope that
we have not got too ¥ty people of the mentality
of the Director in this island or even in the world.
T am asking this Governmient to take sfeps to remedy
these evils because if they carry on as they are car-
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rying on in this Department, the passion of the peo-
ple will rise one ot these days. The Director ig a
man known to many people to-day—I put it as plain-
ly ag possible—as a negro hater and he has an As-
sistant, the Chief Inspec.or, who bears the same name.
They have shown it on many occasions and every
honourable member like me knows that what I am
saying is true. They intend to give passive resist-
ance to members of the House. They say: ‘‘Don’t
mind the people mn the House, we ar: going to do
as we like.”” The honourable senior member for St.
Philip spoke about ministerial status and said that

until we have this set-up we must do this and that.

and he also spoké about Advisory Boards; but 1
hope that the public will understand the difference
between Advisory and Statutory Boards. The Di-
rector need not take any advice from the Advisory
Board; the Board can tell him whatever they care
to tell him_and when they are finished he calmiy
says: ‘‘That is your point but I am the Director
and this is my poinf.” The House can appoint an
Advisory Board or not; the Board has no power
whatsoever to make fhe Director foliow their advice.
‘We are aiming at a ministerial set-up; let usg there-
fore get together and make this present experiment
a success. 1 say here and now that attempts are
being made to cut off the small eoncessionaires one
by one until they are all gone. I would like to see
those of us who claim to be representatives of labour
to represent labour not by lip-service, not by mis-
leading people and trying to force them back into
slavery, but by joining together.

Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable member is
debating something else now.

Mr. COX: I was only saying that we should
unite and fight against the evil forces. I would re-
peat that a wicked and malicious act has been doxe
to these concessionaires. From what I can gather.
it would appear that there are only two Bus Com-
panies who make no mistakes whatsoever—the Gen-
eral Motor Bus Company and the Leeward Motor
Bus Company.

Mr. SPEAKER: This Address states that
there ig general dissatisfaction on the part of conces-
sionaires.

Mr. COX: The honourable mover of the pass
ing of the Address is not referring either to the
General Motor Bus Company or the Leeward Motor
Bus Company. I know as a fact that the honourable
member is really referring fo the small concession-
aire because, as has been pointed out, even in the
granting of permitg for transporting people on ex-
cursions you will find at times that certain conces-
sionaires are not given permits. I do not feel that
the honourable member has gone far enough in this
Address; I feel that it should be set out in the Ad-
dress that we would like to have this Director trans-
ferred somewhere else. It igs clear that he is not
prepared to co-operate with the people of this eolony.

Mr. SPEAKER: Thisg Address does not go
as far as that.

Mr. COX: I have made an amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: It has not yet been seconded.
This Address only asks that a Committes be ap-
poinied to enquire into the working of the Depart-
ment and make recommendations.

Mr. COX: The Government has heard some
of the facts in relation to this Department. All the
facts bave not been revealed and perhaps it is not
necessary to reveal them all; but T say that now some
of the facts have been revealed I am hoping that a
Cominittee will be immediately set up and that it
will go into the whole question of the working of
this Department not merely in relation to transport
but also in relation to the highways. I hope that a

strong Committee will be appointed and that some-
thing will be done to relieve the unhappy state of
affairg which exists in this colony. The Direator
has treated these people unfairly; I do not think
that anyone else would have done that because or-
dinary decency and morality would lead anyone to
give his servant a decent notice, let alone people
who are paying, because without these people there
would not be any need for a Director of Transport.
I feel that the Director should have been decent;
if anything was wrong he should have called up
these gentlemen,—allowed them to give evidence
and state their case and give them a proper notice.
If an allegation has been made against people, they
must be given the right to defend their case; but at
3.30 o’clock yesterday afternoon a messenger is
sent to tell these people who have been operating
buses on thig route for between 18 and 25 years, ‘1
do not require you any longer!’’ I say that those
days are gone. These people are no. the Director’s
servants; they are his masters and I repeat that they
should have been treated with decency.

Mr. DOWDING: I must profess amazement
at the vast knowledge of the last speaker as to the
General Motor Bus Company. With those remarks
I shall ignore what he has said. I am not in agree-
ment wholly with either the Address or th. amend-
ment. I think that if we passed an Address to His
Excellency asgking for the appointment of a Tom-
mission to enquire into the mentality of those who
gave one man so much power, that would be much
more to the point. (Laughter). This one man is
completely a dictator in his sphere. I am not say-

ing that the present incumbent of the post acts as.

such or that he does not act as such, but it is wrong
for any one man to be given this power.

Mr. SPEAKER: As I have already said, that
is not the question before the House; all we are de-
bating is this Address relative fo the setting up of a
Committee to enquire into the workiny of the De-
partment and to make recommendations. We can-
not now question the power of the Director.

Mr. DOWDING: I am hoping that when we
have got a little further we will be able to make an
amendment to the Address.

Mr. SPEAKER: All I am asking is that the
debate be kept to the question of dissatisfaction on
the part of concessionaires,.

Mr. DOWDING: I shall try to do what Your
Honour hag asked. I do not agree that all conces-
sionaires are dissatisfied with the present situation.
Personally, I think that before this House passes an
Address of this sort it should definitely know the
facts on both sides. And this House does not know
if all concessionaires are dissatisfiéd.

Mr. CRAWFORD: T hate to interrupt the hon-
ourable member, but this Address does not say so.
It says that there is general dissatisfaction on the
part of conc-ssionaires.

Mr. SPEAKER: The dissatisfaetion is not un-
iversal but it is general,

Mr. CRAWFORD: One or two coneessionaires ara
satisfied. '

Mr. DOWDING: I do not think that all con-
cessionair-s are dissatisfied, T f-el that the action taken
in this instance necssitates some kind of review;
to give notice to any individual, ecompany or other-
wise to t°rminate a eoncession only 24 hours or less
than that is somethine wh*ch iz quite h"vond my imae-
ination. T am honine that the honourable mov-r of ths
passing of this Address snd those who sunport it will
stress their dissatisfaction in a wav other than a
general wav, and hv go dofnoe brine to the notica
of the powers that be. that it is not right to put
so much power in th- hands of one man,
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Mr, F. L. WALCOTT: I do not intend to be
as lengthy in speaking as some honourable members
have becp in connection with this queston; L do not
think that that 15 necessary, I should just like to draw
to the attention of the House what can easily hap-
pen in any country if pcople are not alert and aware
of the actions of others. To say the least of it, no
man with any social conscience or sense of justice,
4ven with the rcason given for the notlice of the
cessation of the concession, could agree that the
right thing was done, It shows a lack of human feeling,
elementary psychology and common decency. For
an individaul to decide that he has power, that some-
thing is wrong and he has not got that amount of
common courtesy as to call a person and make him
understand what the position is, but to give him a
notice at half-past three terminating his conecesgion
at mid-night — that ig only a relic of the fendal
times which honourable members should bg aware
that some people in this community are still willing
to perpetuate. 1 hope that this discussion this
afternoon will bring eertain honourable members
to their real senses in thig hour of grace and let them
see that this is only a example of what can happen.
If we look back we will see that certain people have
been persistently troubled with their buses while
others have not been so troubled.  As the honourable
senior member for St. George has said all conces-
sionaires could not be dissatisfied; obviously the
concessionaires in respect of the Leeward and the Gen-
eral Motor Bus Companies are satisfied because there
are those in this island whose influence and affluence
mean much in the conduct of certain people, It is
for that reason that when any wrong fis done to
the poor and scemingly defenceless people you will
find it diffiecu’t to d-fend them. We arc glad today
that despite the arrogance of some honourable mem-
bers thers are certain things on which we cannot
by divided. This is one of them. It shows clearly
whenever there is g grave injustficz done to the poor
people who will defend them and who cannot tak:
shelter. Thege concessionaires must thank their stars
that there ary people in this Assembly who cannot
hide or do like the ostrich. I take this oppor-
tunity of letting honourable members sce that
certain will have to be silent on a matter like
this or talk with our tongue in our cheek. As to
the question of too much power being given to people,
T say do mnot et us excuse ourselves because the Di-
rector has been given this power; he must have some
power but it is a matter as to how he uses that power.
There must be some degree or sense of proportion in
the use of power. Parents have jurisdiction over their
children, but some cruel parents carry that jurisdie-
tion too far and they are carried into the law Courts,
but it would be futile or ludicrous to say that you
are not giving any power to tha Head of a Depart-
ment. I have no grouse about giving power to
any individual but it is a question as to how he
uses that power. I should like to point out that I am
not accusing the Director of any particular action
for any particular purpose because, unfortunately,
T do not know sufficient of this individual’s history
to be able to give an accurate account of it, but T
do know from the facts of this case that there is
nothing to justify the action taken by the Director.
‘We have to stop the action of people who can retaliate
and hit back at the poor and the defemceless. That
is what has brought me to my feet because there are
still thoss who will not mind an finjustice being done
to other people but when the slightest thing happens
to them they want to bring down the wrath of the
Almighty upon pzople, Think of the plight of these

prople who received notice yesterday afternoon that
that their concession would cease at miidnight last
night. The honourable junior member for St.
James has said that the Director has to think of the
travelling public; we must think about the traveli-
ing public but we must also think of the conces-
sionaires because they have to operate for the conveni-
ence of the public in this matter of transport. We
have no Public Utility Board to deal with transport
and; it must be realised that some of these people had
a hard time in keeping their buses on the road. I
feel that whiile th:re might have been some short-

coming on the part of those concessionaires
they have mnot committed such an atrocious
crime that would justify the treatment that

was meted out to them yesterday afternoon. I agree
with this Address; I agree that the matter should
be brought to the notice of the Administration be-
causs there lis an alarming amount of misinformation
as to who is responsible for matters such as these.
The public must realise that the representatives of
the people in this House could not have prevented
what took place; it was done by the civil administra-
tion. Now that we know something about it, it
falls within our ambit to correct a grave injustice
which one with g social conscience and a sense of
elementary justice could not have committed.

Mr. BRANCKER: Thig Address is particularly
welecome and 1 think that it is as well that
I begin by referring to certain observations
which have been made by honourable mem-
bers on the opposite side of the House. The honourable
junior member for St. James hag pointed out that
the Director’s duty, or what he should regard as his
duty, is to protect the large travelling public; but
his notion of protecting the large travelling public
strikes one as peculiar. We are told how unsafe
it is to travel by motor lorry; time and again ’bus
owners seek to obtain permits in order to transport
excursion parties and they have been refused except
in the case of two Companies. This Address deals
with the general dissatisfaction on the part of con-
cessionaires with regard to the general operational
policy of the Department of Highways and Transport
and T say that the general operational policy of this
Department in so far as the granting of permits is
concerned is to put every possible difficulty in the
way of certain bus owners and to make the matter
ag easy as possible for two Companies who seem to
be always in the good graces of this particular Depart-
ment, I have my information from a good source.
Possibly the dissatisfaction is not universal but it is
general in that there are only two Bus Companies who
are not dissatisfied. T ean prove that to the hilt.
All of the other concessionaires are completely dis-
gusted because they feel that the operational policy of
the Department is to try to put them out of business
so that these two Companies will be able to operate on

all routes.

Mr. SPEAKER.:
dence that that is so.

Mr. BRANCKER: The Address refers to the
general dissatisfaction on the part of concessionaires
with regard to the general operational policy of the
Department and 1 say that this dissatisfaction exists
in the case of all the goneessionaires except in the
case of two Companies, and the reason for the dis-~
satisfaction is that they feel that the policy of the
Department is to get them out of business.

Mr. SPEAKER: People think and feel certain

things but I do not think that that sort of argument
should be used.

I think we should have evi-
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Mr. BRANCKER: 1y is a matter for honour-
able mempers ag to how much or how litle weignt
ey attach to 1t; buc L have obtained the views ol all
e concessionalices With tne exception of two Lom-
panies and eacu one of them tells me that he reels Lha.lf
vhe ntention of the Department ig to run Alu out of
pusiness. Anybody can prove that by <ugquring
of these concessionaires. ‘L'here is womplete unan-
unity of opinion among the concessionaires .hat Lhey.
have not got too long to last if the present policy of
the Department is aliowed to continue. 'The honour-
able junior member for St. Jameg hag sald that per-
mitg are given very liberally; well, I agree with that
statement in respect of two Companies but they are
given extremely sparingly in the case of other con-
cessionaires. 1 thmk the honourable senior member
for the City was very active in getting permitg granted
to small concessionaireg for the transport of excursion
parties on one occasion. These concessionaires had
buses to spare and it was not until gesticulations
were made that the permits were granted. The buses
were needed for the travelling public. 1 will say
that I do not intend to speak continually in this
House in respect of matters relating to this Depart-
ment and do nothing more; on the next occasion 1
will introduce an ‘Address to be transmitted to the
Secretary of State for the Colonies asking that we
get rid of the Head of this Department, because 1
feel that that is the only way in which we will be able
to handle thig situation. Wle are now trying to obtain
ministerial responsibility and meanwhile I submit
that in the operational policy of this Department we
must not be subjected to the whims and ecaprices of
the Director; he must be told by the members of the
Executive Committee what policy he must follow.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the matter of this
debate. |

Mr. BRANCKER: One of the reasons why there
is so muech dissatisfaction on the part of concession-
aires with regard to the operational policy of this
Department is because the policy is apparently not
coming from the Minister in charge of matters relat-
ing to the Department, but from the autocrat, the
tyrant, the dictator or whatever one likes to call the
person who has the misfortune to be the Head of
thig Department. The honourable senior member for
S§t. Michael has referred to the fact that this par-
ticular Company which hag brought this matter to a
head, had been prosecuted and no conviction was secur-
ed against the persons involved. The Head of this
Department hag prosecuted these people and having
lost the case against them, he exercised his power
otherwise. I know of another instance in which the
Department had “"ost a case and the concessionaire
was asked to bring in hig concession to be altered.
I know that a concessionaire was prosecuted at th=
instance of the Department for charging a fare diff-
erent from that allowed by the concession and he won
hig case. The conaession was about to expire and
that concessionaire was asked to bring in his conces-
sion to be altered in accordance with what the Direc-
tor wanted the fare schedule to be. A hew concegsion
was provided in accordanece with what the Director
wanted; but the matter was not allowed when
it came before the two experienced Judges
of the Assistant court of Appeal. Referring again
to this matter of protecting the travelling publie, T
know that a bus operating along g certain route broke
down and a concessionaire operating on another
route was asked to put a spare bus on the route so
as to protect the travelling public; that concessionaire
did so and he was prosecuted because he did not get
the time to go to the Department and ask for a permit
which might or might not have been granted. One

e

wonders if the policy of the Department is to protecc
tne puplic or to nunt down the small concessionaires.
1t 15 feit that he transport of people on excurs.ons
1s more than what the small concessionaires should
have and that the more the big Companies have, the
more ihey must get. Someone has assured me that
he has seen representatives of the vwo big Companies
filing; up their own permits, and other people cannot
ge; permits even when they have buses which they
can spare, buses which are not in use in so far as vhe
operation of their concession is concerned. The
operational policy of the Department is weeding out
the small coneessionaires; the Hillaby route hag been
taken away from those who had been operating ihere,
Mrs. Weatherhead wag out-manoeuvred and a lot of
us had to expend a lot of energy in seeing that she
got back her concession. As regards the Hillaby rout,
a certain Company was allowed to operate there, but
the concession wag eventually given to another Com-
pany. That is the operational policy of this Depart-
ment. I think that this Address has everything to
commend it and I am sure that the travelling publie
will welcome it. We are bringing to the notice of
‘the Government that all is not well with the running
of this Department. I feel that the present opera-
tional policy of the Department is to make things
difficult and uncomfortable for the small people.
The ultimatum given to the Blades Hill Bus Company
to give up their concession wag 83 hours and even
Hitler in his ultimatum to Poland and Czechoslovakia
gave a longer period. That treatment of these peo-
ple ill befits the Head of a Department. Hig method
of running this Department is something which we
canno: tolerate and honourable members should not
hesitate to support the recall of the Director if he
does not alter his present policy. (Cheers).

Mr. SMITH: I do not want to be long in deal-
ing with this maiter. I want to draw to the attention
of honourable members some of the hard and fast
rules that are being carried out by this Department.
The honourable junior member for St. James—I am
sorry that he is not in his seat—has said that the
Director is there to protect the travelling public;
but imagine that if a conecessionaire wants a permit
to transport the travelling public he has to give
seven days” notice in writing before the Director or
hig Clerk can consider granting that permit! There
are people in the country—it has happened in St.
Joseph—who would like to attend funerals in parishes
outside that in which they live; they are not in a posi-
tion to hire motor cars, they have to hire buseg and
get them filled so that they can attend these funerals
cheaply. But the bus concessionaires are denied per-
mitg for taking people to funerals! That ig one of
the hardships from which people in the country are
suffering. T am sure that honourable memberg will
agree with me that there are many poor people in
thig island ; there are more poor people in the island
than there are rich people and it is not every person
who can hire a motor car to attend a funeral

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member can--
not blame the Director for that.

Mr. SMITH: Well, T am sorry for those mem-
bers who made such rules.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Tuuey has told me that that is not the
case

Mr. SMITH: Oftherwise I would say that thev
have no right warming seats in this House. People
have been called upon to scrape the paint off their

Pair}t is very expensive nowadays and some of the con-
cessionaires cannot even paint their houses. T had
- a soft spot in my heart for the Director but it seems

buses and paint them afresh so as to please the Director

.

-
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to me that he ig hardening i.. Some people m bt
Joseph had an outing; vhe bug concessionaires in the
parish had their buses locked in the garages and the
ueneral Motor Bus Company did the job of trans-
poruing the people! The people of Si. Joseph wanted
to go to the new Park; buses from St. Michael took
them there and the buses in St. Joseph were standing
idle! These rules which are being carried out by
the Direcior are no good. The concessionaireg have
to give him seven days’ notice go as to obtain a per-
mig and yet they are being thrown out of business.
If 1 am dismissing any one of my servants I have to
give that servant proper noiice but these concession-
aires have not been treated like ordinary human
beings, I-am ashamed to sce how the Director or who
ever js responsible in this matter has treated these con-
cessionaires. In this matter of transport I think the
travelling publ.c should be given more consideration.
If a permit is given for the transportation of people
by two ’buses and there are four ’bus loads, when
those two 'buseg are filled the people who remain over
have to go back to their homes; because the ’buses
cannot return for them. The ’buses have to
wait for the people whom they carried until
afternoon but the people who own motor cars
can travel about as they like. People want
transportation by ’bus, they do mot like to
travel by motor lorry and I think that something

. more should be done for the poor people in this con-

nection. Another thing is this; imagine your being
told that you must dump your machine when there
is nothing wrong with it! Perhaps it is working
better than a new one would work, but you must 2et
a new one on the orders of people who have :ihe
authority to tell you to do so. And a unii costs about
$3,000. If these concessionaires had cut off the Direc-
tor’s head it would have been his own fault; I do
not think that they could close their eyes last night.
To take away a man’s bread and butter so suddenly
is no small matter and what would have happened if
these people did not have representatives to take up
the matter? Perhaps we might have heard of an-
other murder this morning. (Laughter). )
Mr. SPEAKER: 1 ask the honourable member
to deal with this Address.
Mr. SMITH: You must pardon me, Mr, Speaker.
I can only say that the Director wants to get rid
of the small fellows. Imagine a man having two
spare ’buses in the warage and he is not allowed
to transport people to the Sporis! The Director
or whoever iy responsible is encouraging people
to commit murder because a vexed man will
do anything. All the things T have mentioned
are happening today. 1 think that the Director
should be a little more lenient towards these small
people and T say that when pressure is brought to
bear upon a man he will scream. When we pass
legislation and have somebody to whom an appeal can
be made and before whom evidence can be given on
both sides. then and only then will these Directors
try to do what is right.
" Mr. MAPP: This matter has been discussed

for almost the whole afternoon and there is no hon-

ourable member who would say that the matter is
not a serious one. Tf all the accusations which have
been made against the Head of the Department of
Highways and Transport are true, and the evidence
produced by honourable members point to the truth
of the accusations, then T say that he should not be
there anv longer. Certainly the manner in which
these small concessionaires were given notice of the

termination of their concession is, to sav the least

of it. an utter disregard for elementary justice and

.a <hocking infringement of official discretion to sav

nothing of official manners. From that point of view

the Director entirely merited the observationg made
by honourable members in this debate and I say that
the Government must consider the entire system
by which public utilities are being run in this
colony. A lot has been said of the termination of
the concession which was granted to these small con-
cessionaires. In this connection complaints were
made that the service was not being run properly;
the concessionaires could not get together and run
the service efficiently and therefore the concesgion
was terminated. A

Mr. SPEAKER: This Address is asking for an

enquiry into the working of thig Department.

Mr. MAPP: A monopoly is being extended to
two ‘Bus Companies and that is the result of too much
power having been placed in the hands of one man.
I hold no brief for the small concessionaires; if they
cannot run the services properly they must give them
up because we must consider the travelling publie;
but I am branding the Director in this instance be-
cause of the manner in which he gave these concess-
ionaires notice of the revocation of their concession.
It was a wrong thing to do and the Director must
be heavily censured by a responsible Body such as
this House. I repeat that a monopoly is being ex-
iended to the big interests and therefore this Gov-
ernment should act quickly and prevent this system
from coming into operation.

Mr. SPEAKER: Do not let ug discuss that.

Mr. MAPP: These concessionaireg were warned
that they must give efficient service and then they
were given notice abruptly of the revocation of their
concession. The concession was extended to a big
firm and these poor people have been thrown out of
business. The manner in which these poor people
have been treated indeed called for the gevere cemsure
which has come forth from this House this afternoon
and, I do not think that it would serve any useful
purpose to carry on with that part of the discussion
any further. I would appeal to the honourable
mover of the passing of the Address to incorporate
in it the first part of the amendment proposed by
the honourable senior member for St. Michael. Let us
protest against the specific action taken by the Direc-
tor on this ocecasion: it is something which calls for
protest in this House. I appeal to the honourable
Junior member for St. Philip to let us have a com-
prehensive Address and avoid having two motions
before the House. I think that we have been justified
in our strictures this afternoon and I should like to
point out that it should not appear that we are unduly
censuring the Director of Highways and Transport
and not the administrative set-up which should be
changed so as to prevent all these happenings. T
do not think that we should let it appear that we
hold any brief for people who do not carry on their
work properly but we will ask the Secretary of State
for the Colonies to recall the Head of any Depart-
ment who is nog acting properly. Apart from the
case before us there is the case of one Company being
asked to operate a concession temporarily but when
it came to the question of granting the concession,
it was not awarded to the Company which was asked
to carry on but to another Company. All that points
to the creation of a monopoly by two 'Bus Companies
in thig country. I repeat that the conduct of the
Director which hag caused this Address to be intro-
duced ecalls for the severest censure. T feel sure
that the Government will take a serious note of the
matter and will bring about such changes in this
Department as will secure what is best in the interest
of all concerned.

- Dr. WILSON: Mr. Speaker,—TIt seems to me, in
the matter of these concessionaires, that there must
be serious offences committed by these men against
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the highway community before they can be deprived
of their privileges. When one considers the capital
invested in buses, it becomes all the harder for these
men who have been given short notice without any

charge made against them which they can answer. The

law, Sir, can never countenance such arbitrary meth-
ods in a British community. I feel, Sir, this 15 going
too far.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker,—To begin with,
1 say that anyon= with any interest in public affairs,
after hearing this debate, must come to the conclusion
that the action of the Diirector of Highways and
Transport is very unbecoming, I feel, Sir, that
if ever a debate in this House has shown clearly the
necessity for the appointment as soon as possible
of a Public Utility Board (it is this debate to-day;
it is a pointer too, that dictatorship will not be tolerat-
ed. The Address of the Junior member for St. Philip
will have my support. I am going to support
it because I am satisfied that a lot of the statements
which we have heard are statementy of facts. I have
had complaints made to m» by bus concessionaires
but as the junior member for St. Thomas has said,
this is not so much a matter of the concessionaires
as 1t is of the general public. I have been trying really
hard to convinece myself that the regulations under
which this notice was issued were really drawn or
thought of by anybody seriously, I wonder —
I think I have said this already — if, Mr. Speaker,
the person responsible for these regulations realized
that he was mere'y deleting the word “*Board”,
so to speak, and inserting the word ‘‘Director’’,
thereby leaving all the power in one man’s hands
to do as he likes ; that, surely Mr. Speaker, is something
we cannot tolerate to-day. These regulations, as
they exfist to-day, leave the Director of Highways
and Transport with power plenipotentiary,  The
Director of Highways and Transport, even if he
wanted to do otherwise, is left with such absolute
power that he could hardly act differently.

Mr, SPEAKER: I do not think wi should debate
the power which the Director has, though we can
d=bate the question as to how hg exercises that power.

Mr. MOTTLEY:  Yes, Mr. Speaker, that is
the argument of the senior member for St. Peter,
namely, that even if you allow his power to remain
in the regulations, thg question would be how he
uses that power, But that is all right in theory,
Mr. Speaker, not in practice.  If you allow a human
being to know that he has powers such as the
Director of Highways and Transport has, he is
bound to use them, at some time or oth¢r, to th= de-
triment of ofher people; he cannot help it. T am
afraid that in many instances that is the case with this
Director. Now, Mr. Speaker, I am hoping that one
statement which T have heard will be corrected be-
cause it is an allegation which, if proved to be correct,
is a very serious one, It {is true that it has been
brought home to us that only yesterday notice was
received by this concessionaire relative to the can-
celling of his concession. That is a very wicked act
and 1 believe that, on reflection, the person respon-
«ible is bound to Tegret that such a step
was taken. But what I cannot get over is
the statement by the semior member for St. Michael
that everyone knows that other signs werz printed
two months ago for the Blades Hill route, which im-
plies that arrangements were made by the Director
of Highways and Transport for the taking away of
the concession and for giving it to the General Motor
Omnibus Company. T hate to believe it. T do not know
if it ig true and if the honourable member responsi-
ble for the Department cannot tell us something
about fit, then it is a very serious matter. T say this:

any man in thg position of the Director of Highways
and Transport who would attempt to do a thing of
that sort should be removed from office immediately.
I am saying that that is a serious charge.

Mr. SPEAKER: We are powerless to do any-
thing in thg matter and even if we were not, would
not the House be taking upon itself to do something
which it is asking that a Committee be appointed
todo?

Mr. MOTTLEY: When statements of that
nature are made they should be taken seriously
and that is a serious statement which has Dbeen
made on the floor of this House, If I sit here and
hear a responsibly member make a statement like
that, it influences my vote one way or the other and
if I really believed it T would stand hera and say
some strong things against this Department.. I
really do not believe it. I cannot beliewve it be-
caus> it would be corruption on the part of this
Department. The corrsspondenc: between the De-
partment and these people shows that it has besn
going on since the 12th of May, relative to the taking
over of this concession after the death of the con-
cessionaire, Mr. Lucas, and that is why I am pre-
parzd to vote for the Address of the junior member
for St. Philip and not th~ amended Address because
1 do not think we should take any isolated ecase to the
Governm-nt. W should have g genera' and full en-
quiry, as the Address of the junior member for
St. Philip sets out, into the running of the {ransport
system in this colony.

Mr. SPEAKER.:
before the House,
seconded.

Mr. MOTTI/EY : Very fortunately, Sir. Before
I sit down I would say that whatever terms of re-
ference the Commiittee of Enquiry may have, it would
be well that recommendation be made to have these
regulations so amended as soon as possible as to give
the right of appeal to these concessionaires. Not only
ary these powers plenipotzntiary but there is ab-

That is the only Address
The other Address has not been

| solutely no right of appeal against a notice of this

nature.  We cannot tolerate such things to-day.
I repcat that the whole fault lies, in my opinion,
with the existing regulations. It may be that I
am criticizing the past work of the Legislature but
I feel that when these regulations are again perused
it will be seen that some of them are the result of
hasty legislation; they should be so amended as
to take away some of thy power which the Director
uow has and give the concessionaires the right of
appeal. Finally, Ict me say that T am entirely in
agreement with the first part of the remarks of the
junior member for St James. Wi are bound to
view it this way: While we must take away some of
these dictatorial powers we are bound to give suf-
ficient power to the Board or the officer or whoever
it is to see that the regulations are carried out and
that the trave'ling public is properly looked after.
Whils, we have to sea that the concessionaires are
well protected, our chief interest is really to see that
the travelling public is given proper service, We
cannot make any amendments which will allow
concessionaires to fezl that they can do as they like;
that must be sounded from the floor of this House
and T entirely agrer with the junior member for
St James on that score. Amend these regulations,
take away somo of the absolute power which the
Diirector has, see to it that concessionaires have the
right of appeal but on the oth-r hand see to it
that regulations exist which protect the travelling
public in this ecourtry. T wholeheartedly support
the ‘Address of the junior member for St. Philip and

¥
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I wag pleased, more thap anything else, to hear that
the parties have already got together to-day and
that some measure of relief has been afforded this
concessionaire, I am very pleased to hear that ne-
gotiations between the Government and the Trans-
port Board went on and that some workable solution
has been, arrived at. That is why I say that a
general Investigation would be much better than
to deal with any particular case. Again, I have
much pleasure in lending my support to the Address
worded by the junior member for St. Philip.

Mr. BLACKMAN: As a member of th: Exec-
utive Committee I should be careful in taking part
in a debate of this sort; in faet the members of
the House who are members of the Executive Com-
mittee gre to lcave the Chamber whin tha vote is
about to be taken on the question but I would like
to say for the benefit of the senior member for the
Qity that I will investigate the matter on which he
laid so much emphasis, that is, the statement that
other signs for the Blades Hill route were painted
about two months before this concession was terminat-
ed,

Mr. TALMA: I am wholeheartedly in agree-
m:nt with the terms of this Address and provided
that the facts are correct. I certainly emdorse every-
thing that has been said, although more lengthily
than it could have been done. I want to say this:
While somg of us “:appen to find ourselves in some-
what ministeria® positions, it should not be forgotten
that some of the people who occupied these positions
were ardent labour members up to a short while ago—

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member must
confine his remarks to the merits of the Address.
We do not want a debate on what happened or did
not happen a short while ago.

Mr. TALMA: Owing to the present set-up,
the members of the House who are members of the
Executive Committee must, of necessity, leave the
Chamber when the vote is about to be taken on tha
question but when we do so, we do not want anyone
to think that we are not in agrcement with the
Address. T make that statement, Mr. Spraker, not for
your benefit because T know that you are an expert
on constitutional law but I want to bring forcibly
to the attention of the House that when we leave
the Chamber it lis not because we are in disagreement
with anything that is being done in this matter but
that we cannot pass an Address to ourselves. We are
in entire agreement with what has been said and
what is being done.

Mr. ADAMS: I cannot subseribe to what the last
speaker has just said. Although I am in profound
agreement with a lot that has been said this afternoon.
But if there is one thing we should maintain, it is the
dignity of the House. To curse a man when he can-
not reply is the act of a coward, If the Director of
Highways and Transport has been guilty of half
the things that have been said about him, he ought
not to be occupying hig present position. It should be
the duty of the senior member for St. Michael to
prove to a Commission of Enquiry that the Director
has had painted two months ago some new signs
because he intended to give this concession to
another Company.

Mr. COX: I object to that statement, I said
that I was informed that signs marked: ‘‘Blades Hill”’
were painted two months ago. I am not prepared to
disclos~ at this time the source from which I got
my information but I did not say that the Director
knew anythime about the painted signs. T do not know
whether he knows or not; for all I know he does not
know,

e

_ Mr. ADAMS: 1 am appealing to the members
of this House. We w1l never make any headway
m constitutional development if we forget that we
are not to attack people who have no chance of de-
fending themselves. If you are dissatisfied with the
working of any department, give notice to the mem-
ber of the Government in charge of the particular
department or to the Glovernment itself beforehand
of the extent of, and the cause for, your dissatisfac-
t on. If you have certain accusations to bring, the
least you could do is to give the persons involved the
opportunity to say whether the accusationg are true
or not. What reasonable individual would dream
for a minute, of allowing this Director to remain
ag Director if that is the way in which he is conduet~
ing the affairs of the Department of Highways and
Transport? And when the junior member for St.
Lucy talks about departmental policy, would he say
of the Colonial Postmaster that his policy is to
help his friends to get stamps while others wait out
side the Post Office? If you go to the General Hos-
pital and want a bed, would you get the Medical
Superintendent to turn out a patient and give you
the bed? If I were the junior member for St. Philip
and the things which were told to him were told to
me, no language would be too strong for me to use
if they were true but to assume that so and so is so
and so is worse still. Put forward specific instances
that can be proved and I, let alone my position, will
do my utmost to see that the allegations are proper-
ly threshed out. Ever since the debates took place
on the Estimates I drew to the attention of the Gov-
ernor-in-Executive Committee that serious allega-
tions have been made and are being made by the
senior member for St. Michael and other honourable
members about the Department of Highways and
Transport.  Investigations have Leen made from
time to time and the Director have had opportunities
to give hig reasons for things which he has ‘done.
When honourable members go on at the rate they
are going to-day, all I can say is that it is far better
to do more acting and less talking. I take no eredit
for doingy what T did this morning. I felt it my duty
to the individual to do what I did this morning.
When I was informéd about the matter last night
and was handed the letter from the Director I made
what enquiries I could then. I went along with the
Jjunior member for St. John who is in charge of the
Department of Highways and Transport in ths
House to the Colonial Secretary who telephoned for
the Director who didn’t get there until 11 o’clock
and we left after 1 o’clock. Where is the truth of
the allegation that the concession for this route has
been granted to the General Motor Omnibus Com-
pany? The Company was asked to help temporarily
until the conc'ssion was granted, On'y some of the
facts of this matter have been given and by that state-
ment I do not mean to say that the concessionaire
has held back anything. This matter was put before
the Aecting Attorney General who gave an opinion
on it. The position was this. This was a joint con-
cession between the late Mr. Ticas and Mr. Hinds
trading as the Blades Hill Bus Company. Mr.
Lucas died in Nov-mb-r last v-ar and his widow
became the administratrix of his estate. She ap-
proached the Director asking that her dead hus-
band’s interest in the concession he coranted to her
son or_herself. The Director ohtained an opinion
from the Acting Attorney General as to the position
and it was then discovered that all these vears this
was not, in effect, a legal joint concession. One was
running on Route 9 and The other on Route 9(a) and
there was no joint responsibility in resneet oF hreak-
downs on either roube. Tt, therefore, became neces-
sary to regularize the matter. I am merely putting
the facts as I have known them this morning. I
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agree with anybody who says that short notice was
given, but 1 do not contend that, diabolically, the
Director waited until three o’clock in the afternoon
to give it, in order to be wickedly cruel. I did not
ask him the reason but knowing what it is to be hav-
ing a mass of applications coming to him I did not
necessarily jump to the conclusion that he diaboli-
cally waited ant1] taree o’clock to 1ssue tue notice to
this concessionaire. The licences for motor vehicles,
as we all know, expired on the 3lst May; new
licences to run the buses would have to be taken out
by June and, therefore, it became necessary to give
the notice by the 31st May. It appears to have hap-
pened in the same way as counsel deal with litigous
matters concerning their clients at some times.
Counsel has to file a notice of appeal on behalf of
his client; he waits unti]l the last possible moment,
then rushes to the Clerk of the Court of Appeal and
asks him to get the notice of appeal in for him. The
Director forgot that the licences would expire on the
31st May and so he had to give this short notice.
I agree with anybody who suggests that the giving
of such a short notice is wrong and I agree with
anybody who says that in cases of this sort, persons
should have the opportunity of appealing. I have
fought for that principle years in and years out,
namely, that no person should ever be penalized
without having the opportunity of appearing him-
self or by his counsel and threshing out completely
the charge that may be brought against him.
If the Lucases and Mr. Hinds had been unable to
show to the Director the possibility of making an
arrangement between themselves and had satisfied
the Acting Attorney General that a real joint con-
cession could not be worked by them, then and only
then, should the concession be taken away from
them. I may say, by way of an explanation given
to the Colonial Secretary by the Director, that the
Director has been following precedent—with which
I do not agree—in cancelling coneessions without
drawing to the notice of the concessionaires that such
would be done. Homnourable members will remember
that I fought for the establishment of the principle
that schoolteachers should not be required.to appear
before the Education Board to answer charges made
against them without being represented by counsel
if they desire to have counsel. I agree that it is un-
British that a man should be penalized in that way.
Liet me repeat. It is not true that this concession
has been cancelled and awarded to a new Bus Com-
pany. Right and left, there was talk about driving
the small man out of this business and giving a
monopoly to two Bus Comparies. I have been only
a Barbadian all my life and I am as well aware as
any other honourable member of the tendency on
the part of big men in this island to monopolize
businesses and squeeze out the small men but you
do not help a good case by some of the language that
hag been used to-day and some of the things that
have been done. When the junior member for St.
Liucy, for instance, likened this act of the Director
to an ultimatum of Hitler, I say again that every
chance should be given to ths person charged, to
appear and answer the charge. Honourable
members on my right know that the Barba-
dos Workers Union have fought for that principle
in all forms of employment. No employee should be
dismissed from his job without having been given the
opportunity to defend himself and I am merely en-

deavouring to point out to honourable members that |

when they have good cases they should not spoil them
bv cowardly attacks. When you have a good 'case
you do not improve it by cursing somebody else. I
repeat that nobody should be dismissed from a job,
_either by the Government or a private employer,
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unless he has a chance of defending himself, not
necessarily by himself but by counsel or solicitor
or an agent on his behalf. No person should be al-
lowed to abuse his position, especially the Head of a
Government Department; that I agree with. But
to have these things up your sleeve—things which
no Government should tolerate—and not bring them
into the light with witnesses, so that the Govern-
ment may be in a position io say whether or not the
Head of the particular department has betrayed his
trust, is not playing the game. The Head of the
Department of Highways and Transport comes un-
der the Colonial Office regulationg just as any other
colonial official. Your Honour has had occasion,
more than once during this debate, to remind hon-
ourable members that, in effect, they are breaking
the rules as regards attacking this Director. This
House passed this Aé¢t ag recently as 1945. This
House said in 1945 that the Director shall have all
these powers which the Board originally had and
when we hear all this talk about regulations I should
like to ask this question : how are these rules and regu-
lations made? They are made under section 7 of the
1937 Aect,—regulations as regards forms to be used,
consiruction, fittings and painting too of buses—
in this connection let me say that I was a bit. hurt to
hear my colleague from St. Joseph. I have never
seen him in a murderous mood before but he was
certainly in one this afternoon—the conductors’
uniform, specified routes, thé time-table, the issue
of permits for the use of special buses on bank-
holidays, the taking up and setting down of passen-
gers,—every possible thing as regards motor omni-
buses. These regulations were to be submitted by
the 'Adfvisory Board to the Governor-in-Executive
Committee for its approval and sanction and as soon
as they were approved and sanctioned by that body
they were submitted to both Houses of the Legisla-
ture and were also approved by them. The regula-
tiong have been amended from time to fime. Any
member who comes into this House, who remains in it
for a certain number of years and does not know
that he can alter or repeal anything that affects the
highways, is not doing his work (Voices: You can-
not repeal regulations). Honourable memberg move
Addresses and the adjournment of the House for
every eonceivable purpose on earth. What are honour-
able members doine to-day but calling on the Gov-
ernment to do something which they themselves
cannot do? The same thing applies to these regu-
lations; that is all T am saying. I shall end as I be-
gan. I well know and appreciate that time after
time the senior member for St. Michael bas drawn
attention to the working of this Department—as
a matter of fact it is chronic with him, as far ag this
department is conecerned. The Government has
been reconsidering these regulations and the Acting
Attorney General has been working on them. By
a coincidence T saw the present Attorney General
vesterday afternoon and he, too, was working on
these regulations; that was before T knew anything
about the T.ucas affair. T reépeat that the Govern-
ment is working on these regulations because there
is a number of anomalies in them and I expect that
in not less than two Tuesdavs from to-day, they will
come down to the Touse in an amended
form. (Cheers). T do mot blame honourable mem-
ers; thev are not mind readers and cannot see into
the minds of the Government but the Government
has decided that these regulations should be altered
and theyv are beineg altered. T should like to read
this because it is official and it was agreed between
the Colonial Secretarv and myvself that it should be
given to the concessionaires. A conv was egiven to
the senior member for 8t. Philip. ATthough on this

X
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occasion the honourable members on my right did!
not read the minds of the Government, yet the Gov-
ernment has read the minds of the two honourable
members for St. Philip and the Government knew
that they were coming in this afternoon with this
Address and would be moving the adjournment of
the House at half past three o’clock to consider it.

Mr. CRAWFORD: T have been listening very
quietly to a lot of what has been said and I said no-
thing at all but I do object to that statement. The
Government could not read my mind. This morning
I got in touch with the Colonial Seeretary on this
matter and I told him that unless proper action was
taken on it we intend to raise it in the House to-day.
He told me that he would endeavour to communi-
cate with me before two o’clock and let me know
what the position was. At half past one o’clock he
sent me this. It is not a case of his having read my
mind. :

Mr. ADAMS: If the honourable member did
not take himself so seriously he could nof possibly
have made that interruption. One does not have
to read the honourable member’s mind; his running
to the senior member for St. Jobn is an indication
that out is coming this Address.

Mr. CRAWFORD: And the Colonial Secretary
was not here to see that.

Mr. ADAMS: I had no information from the
Colonial Secretary when I went to him that the senior
member for St. Philip had previously been to him.
I promised the concessionaire last night—the honour-
able on my immediate left and the senior member for

St. Thomas were with me at the time—that at the
esrliest available hour we would have the matter set-
tled with the Colonial Secretary. It is pointed out
in this doecument that the cancellation had to date
from midnight on the 31st May for the reason I have
just given; that the Director should get in touch with
the representatives of all the parties concerned and
that if within a reasonable t.me they could put for-
ward an arrangement which ig satisfactory to all con-
cerned, a coneession will be granted accordingly. The
reasonable time, the concessionaires were to be told,
would be two weeks. They should be able, with
legal assistance, to do it in that time. The present
arrangement is not a legal joint concession and the
Acting Attorney (General, when it was brought to his
notice, pointed that out. (Mr. MorTLEY: Wrong!)
‘Well, the Acting Attorney is a lawyer and the senior
member for the Clity is the senior member for the
City. (Laughter.) In short, the licence whieh was
given temporarily to the other Company has been
withdrawn and the concessionaires—they never may
—-will be operating again on their routes; they al-
ready have had a certain amount of legal advice as
to the arrangements they may make in order to com-
ply with what the law would call a joint concession.
So I ask honourable members to accept that ag the
true position, —although it is customary with some
konourable members when anything is done to say:
‘T thought of it first; if T had not said so or if T
had not drawn it to the notice of the Government or
if T had not raised it in the House or if I had not
marched to Government House nothing would have
been done.”’ (Laughter.)

Mr. GARNER: I am not going to say very
much. I can only liken the attitude of the senior
member for St. Joseph to that of Nero fiddling while
Rome was burning. While people are suffering he
is making fun.” This is a serious matter and I do
not think that any honourable member—I do mnot
care how exalted his position may be—should make
light of it. I was very annoyed about this matter
from yesterday afternoon when it was brought to my
notiee by the eoncessionaires. They were at my home

up to a late hour last night and this morning before
I was out of bed they were back at my home; and so
I view the matter very seriously. What the honour-
able senior member for St. Joseph said about people
wanting to get kudos is out of the question. I happen
to be the representative of the parish living in the
parish and these people located me, and being willing
and energetic I went about their bidding. When 1
came into the Public Buildings Yard earlier to-day
I had already been to the Director to interview him
in the matter. Unfortunately he said that he
had an interview with someone ese already
and he went on to the Colonial Secretary’s
Office; but I assured him before I left that I would
be back again. I was not mincing matters. I do not
happen to be the member for St. John. I am Garner
from St. Philip. There is no political stunt about
this matter; it is a serious matter and I would have
gene back to the Director, had it not been for the
fact that my colleague called up the Colonial Secre-
tary who informed him that he would see what he
could do about it and at 11 o’clock some communi-
cation was sent here. 1 am surprised to see that the
Leader of the House is not fighting the people’s bat-
tles to-day. It is all right when you are not a member
of the Government but when you become a member of
the Government, it is a different matter altogether, I
am surprised to see him making jokes about thése pco-
ple whose livelihood depends on this bus service. Who
is the Director but the servant of us? Who is he? We
are not afraid of the Director, If we have given him
powers which are too wide and his power is too vast,
we should come together now and amend the Act.
The senior member for St. Joseph knows that thai
is what should be done and instead of getting up as
Leader of the House and saying, ‘‘I have listened to
all you have said. You have definitely made out a
case against this official and as soon as I go to Gov-
ernment House I will see that your wishes are carried
out,”” he, in his wusual style, in his ingenious
manner, twists around the matter. I am not a legally
trained man but I have commonsense. I have intel-
ligence and know when a person is twisting things.

Mr. ADAMS: I object to the honourable mem-
ber accusing me of twisting anything. It is dishonest
to accuse me of twisting anything. I went and got
this matter settled and yet it is being suggested that
I am laughing at these people. I go further and say
that I have given them legal advice as to what they
should do.

Mr. GARNER: I had a chat with the honour-
able member about this matter earlier in the day and
at that time he wag a most serious man but now in
the House he is in a jocular meod. That is what I
am saying. Before the crowd he was a most serious
man and now [ am surprised to see his attitude; he
wants it to appear that he ig defending the Director.

Mr. SPEAKER: We are getting nowhere in
this debate. The whole point is whether this Address
should be passed or not.

Mr. GARNER: The honourable member took
time off to explain the fallacy of this Address and
to suggest that it should be brought by another
member, when in truth and in fact he knows that
it was my intention to move the Address. The honour-
able member is adopting that attitude from the politi-
cal point of view. As a matter of fact, he sent two
men up there last night to use their influence to get
me out of the House but he has not succeeded because
T have got my Address in first.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is do-
ing something which he has no right to_do.

Mr. GARNER: 1t is a fact.

Mr. SPEAKER: That has nothing to do with
this Address.
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Mr. GARNER: You do not know what is going
on, Sir, Behind the sceneg there is a lot of political
moves. You do not know, Sir. Anyhow, thig is what
I am saying. The concessionaires came to me with
their case and I had to see after their business because
they have confided in me. They have sent me to this
House and I intend to do my job. I have not got to
go to any particular member of the House, whether
he is the leader or what-not, to approve of my action
in moving this Address because to me it is a serious
matter when people’s bread and butter is at stake.
I have done my best to show that the Director has
done wrong. KEven if there were charges against the
toncessionaires, the notice which he gave them was
too short; in fact, he gave them no time to put their
house in order. And what is worse is that he did not
have the decency to mail the notice; he sent it by a
porter.

Mr. SPEAKER:
disputed. -

Mr. GARNER: Yes, Sir, but certain things have
been said to make it appear as though we are rubbing
it in unnecessarily. The Leader of the House tried
to do that. I am very glad, Mr. Speaker, that the
matter has come o an end and I know that this
Address will pass because it is an instrument by
which we will put a stop to such dictatorial methods,
not only in the Department of Highways and Trans-
port but in -other departments whose Heads have
similar ideas; they will call a halt when they find
out that we are not going to tolerate such condi-
tions in the carrying out of Government business.

The question that this Address do now pass is
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Mr. SPEAKER: T will agk the senior and the
junior members for St. Philip to be so good as to
present the Address to His Excelleney the Governor.

Mr. CRAWFORD: As Your Honour pleases.

APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEES.

Mr. COX: Mr. Speaker,—Before we adjourn I
want to move for the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee to probe into the Report of Mr. Adams, the
Civil Service Commissioner. I am not breaking any
new ground. We did it when the Report on the
Police Department wag presented to this House and
even if T am breaking new ground it would make no
difference. I think that a Select Committee should
be appointed to go into this Report in order that
members of this House may have the opportunity to
discuss its phases with some of the people involved.

I do not think that that is

Mr. SPEAKER: The henourable member should
give notice of hig intention to move for the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee for the purpose he has
mentioned.

Mr. COX: I beg to give notice of my intention
to move for the appointment of a Select Committee
at the next meeting of the House to consider the
Adams Report.

Mr. ADAMS: 1 ask leave to move for the
appointment of a Select Committee to prepare a Reply
to His Excellency’s Message No. 6/1948 relating to
the repatriation of distressed West Indians. It is a

matter of some urgency and I would be glad if a

Select Committee is appointed so that its Report
could be dealt with as the first Order on Tuesday
next.

There being no objection the honourable member
is granted leave to proceed.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that a Select Com-
mittee be appointed to prepare a Reply to His Excel-
iency’s Message No. 6/1948.

Mr. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

The question that a Select Committee be appoint-
ed to prepare a Reply to His Excellency’s Message
No. 6/1948 is put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Mr. SPEAKER: Subject to the approval of the
House I appoint the following members a Select
Committee for the purpose —The junior member for
St. Jameg (Mr. Wilkinson), the junior member for
St. John (Mr. Blackman), the junior member for St.
Michael (Mr. Gale), the junior member for St. George
(Mr. Symmonds), the junior member for St. Thomas
(Mr. Mapp) and the junior member for St. Peter
(Mr. Husbands).

Mr. ADAMS: If I am in order I should like
to put the Report of this Select Committee as the
first Order on the Order Paper for the next meeting.

Mr. SPEAKER: You will be in order if the
Report is handed in at the next meeting and I shall
consider you very fortunate if you can get this
Select Committee to sit. I have summoned Select
Committees during the last two to three weeks and
I cannot get them to sit.

THE ADJOURNMENT.

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr.
TarLma, the House is adjourned to meet on Tuesday,
8th June, 1948, at 12 o’clock noon.

.

———






