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T H E  

House of Assembly Debates 

SESSION 194748  

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY I DOCUMENT. 

Taesday, 1st June, 1948 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly 

Inet a t  12 07dock noon to-day. 

Prescmt : 

His Honour Mr. G. B. EVEIIYN (Speaker), Dr. 
H. G. CUMMINS, Messrs. M. E. Cox, K. N. R. Hus- 
BANDS, D. A. FOSTER, R. G. MAPP, C. E. TALMA, G. H. 
ADAMS, B.A., H. D. BLACKMAN, V. C. GALE, D. D. 
GARNER, J. A. HAYNES, B.A., H. A. DOWDING, and 
X. A. UIALCOTT. 

Prayem are read. 
Mr. CRAWFORD enters the H o w  .and takes his 

seat 
MINUTES. 

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on 
the 18th May, 1948, having been circulated are taken 
as read and confirmed. 

J -. Mr. F .  L. WALCOTT enters the House and takes 
his seat. 

INDIA'S EXPRESSION O F  GRATITUDE FOR 
RESOLUTION O F  SYMPATHY I N  CONNEC- 
TION WITH MAHAThlA GANDHI'S DEATH 

Mr. SPEAKER : I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received a letter from the Hon- 
ourable the Colonial Secretary enclosing a Message 
from the Government of India in reply to the Resolu- 
tion of Sympathy passed by the House of Assembly, - . on the 3rd February, 1948, in connection with the 
dcat.h of Mahatma Gandhi. I will ask the Clerk to read 
the Message. 

The Clerk reads the Message as follows :- 1' ' T h e  Government and the people of India desire 
l to convey to the people of Barbados their sincere 

'-4 gratitude for the Resolution adopted in  the Barbados 
House of Assembly expressing sympathy i n  the tragic 
bereavement which India has suffered by the death 
of Mahatma Gandhi. 

"It  will be the endeavour of the Government and 
F the people of India to pursue the ideals of universal 

peace and tolerance for which the Mahatma lived and 
died. ' ' 

Mr. SPEAKER : I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received from the Commission- 
ers of Highways for the parish of St. Thomas a State- 
ment of Revenue and Expenditure for the half year 
ended 31st March, 1948. 

PAPERS LAID. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker-I have the honour 
to lay on the table of the House the following Papers : 

Message No. 8/1948 from His Excellency t& 
Governor, with reference to the Address from tGe 
House of Assembly dated the 11th May, 1948, on the 
subject of emigration to the U.S.A. and Canada. 

Despatch from the Seeretary of State for the 
Colonies dated the 5th May, 1948, regarding the Chief 
Medical Officer's Report for the year 1946-47. 

Return of the quarterly transactions in  rum to 
the 31st March, 1948. 

Report of the Commission appointed to review 
and make recommendations upon the structure of the 
Civil Service of Barbados and the remuneration and 
conditions of service of all Government servants. 

Statement of the expenditure of the Housing 
Board to the 31st of December, 1947. 

Mr. MOTTLEY enters the House and takes his seat. 

NOTICES. 

Government Notices are given as follows :- 
Mr. TALMA : Bill to provide for  a n  additional 

type of birth certificate and for  other purposes, con- 
nected with the registration of birth. 

Mr. ADAMS : Bill to amend the Cotton Export 
Levy Act, 1935-5. 

Mr. WILKINSON enters the House and taEes his 
seat. 

Other Notices are given as follows :- 
Mr. CRAWFORD : Bill to enforce the wage 

Rates for the Sugar Industry for the year 1948-49. 
Mr. COX : Of the following Address :- 

The House of Assembly 

l To 
His Excellency the Governor. 

The House of Assembly respectfully requests 
Your Excellency to take immediate steps to send down 
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l R1 ACKXAN, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of one 
COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY. Resolution and the postponement of another in Com- 

legislation having for its object the amending of the 
Police Pension Act thereby bringing it in  line with 
the recent Civil Service (Amendment) Pension Act 
which provides for  a pension to be paid a t  the rate of 
1/50 instead of 1/60 of their salaries as was formerly 
the case. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : Bill to amend the Vestries Act, 
1911 (1911-5). 

Mr. SPEAKER : There are several Bills on the 
Order Paper to amend the Vestries Act and the hon- 
ourable member must satisfy me that the Bill, of 
which he gives yotice now, does not deal wi th  any 
~ a t t e r  already referred to. 

Mr. AIOTTLEY: I t  does not, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. SMITH enters the House and takes his seat. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME. 

On the motion of MR. TALM-4, seconded by MR. 
ADAMS, a Bill to provide for an  additional type of 
birth certificate and for other purposes connected with 
the registration of birth is read a first time. 

On the motion of MR. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
TALMA, a Bill to amend the Cotton Export Levy Act, 
1935 (1935-5) is read a first time. 

Messrs. SYMMONDS and WARD enter the House 
and take their seats. 

On the motion of MR. CRAWFORD, seconded by MR. 
GARNER, a Bill to enforce the wage Rates for the Su- 
gar Industry for the year 1948--49 is read a first 
time. 

011 the motioll of Mr. ADANS, sfconded by Alr. 
GARNER, a Bill to amend the Vestries Act, 1911 (1911- 
5)  is read a first time. 

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES. 

On the motion of MR. ADAMS, seconded by lb. 
TALMA, the honourable junior inembter for St. Joseph 
(Mr. Smith) is appointed Chairman of committees 
for to-day 'S sitting. 

hIr. SPEAKER : The first Order of the Day is 
to resume Committee of Supply to consider the grant 
of sums of money for  the service of the Colony. 

Mr. SPEAKER 1, aves the Chair and the House 
resumes Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being in 
the Chair. 

i t  was condemned by the late Chief Medical Officer. 
For some years now-l think they started in 1940- 
41-communications have been going on between the 
Government and the present owner of this property 
with the view of purchasing it, demolishing the build- 
ing and erecting a new and modern police sub-station 
on the site. For certain reasons, the Government de- 
cidecl ]lot to purchase this site but to purchase a site 
lower down the Black Rock road called "Welbeck". +- 
That site has an  estimated area of 9,000 square feet 
and the 6wner has agreed to sell i t  to the Government 
for £600. The area of the site on which the sub-station 
now stands is approxin~ately 10,000 square feet. It C 
was valued in  1942 a t  £1,200 and the owner agreed to 
sell for £1,400 but the purchase was not effected for  
the good reason that the War  was in  progress and , 
building materials could not be obtained. During last + 

year the owner was again approached by the Govern- 
ment and on this occasion she wanted 54,000; conse- t 

quently the Government was forced to look for  
another site alld as I have mentioned, i t  decided on 
"VCTelbeck" for £600. There was another site in the k. 
vicinity with an area of approximately 19,000 square 
feet which was offered to the Government a t  a price 
of 5;- a square foot but that price was considered pro- 
hibitive. I have mentioned all this so that i t  could be 
seen that the Government has been doing all i t  could 
to obtain a suitable qite at  the chcapesl rate. The Gov- 
ernment was anxious to purchase the site at  Eagle 
Iial] corner for the good reason that i t  could have 
squared up the corner and made a better job of it. I 
do not know if there is anything more members of the 
Committee would like to know. I so they may ask 
and I will answer. The value of the property is £800 ,, 
acd the additional E30 is to pay expenses in connec- L 
tion with the purchase. I beg to move that this Re- 
solution do now- pass. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Resolution do now pass is 

put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 
On the motion of DR. CUMMINS, seconded by MR. 

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE FOR CUSTOMS 

DEPARTMENT POSTPONED 

Mr. BLACKMAN asks foi. and is granted leave 
to postpone the consideration of the first Resolution 
for £3,000 to supplement tlze provision in the Esti- 
mates of Expenditure for the year 1948--49 under 
Head VI, Customs, item 23, Rent of Warehouses. 

ERECTION O F  POLICE SUB-STATION AT BLACK ROCK. 

Dr. CUMMINS : The next Resolution is for the 
sum of £630 to purchase an area of land, estimated a t  
9,000 square feet, situated a t  " Welbeck", Black Rock, 
St. Michael, on which to erect a Police Sub-Station 
and to meet the legal and other expenses in  connec- 
tion with the purchase. 

The building which is now being rented by the 
Government and used as a Police sub-station a t  Eagle 
Hall has not b3rn in v?r;v good condition for some time. 
It is unsuitable for the purpose; the cots almost touch 
one another and policemen sleep in them practically 
yheek to cheek. It has been condemned by Supt. 
Calver in his Report and even before that, I believe 

mittee of Supply and asks leave to sit again. 
The Houss resumes and on thf ,  motions of Dr. 

Cunxnrr~s, seconded by MR. BLACKMAN in each case, 
the Resolution which was passed in Committee of Sup- 
ply is read a first and a second time and is agreed to. 

COIJNCIL'S AMENDMEXT TO PUBLIC 
OFFICERS LOAN AND TR,AVELLING 

ALLOWAXCES BILL. 

Mr. ADIAMS : ;lIr. Speaker,-I am asking leave 
to deal with the amendineilt of the Other Place to the 
Public Officers Loan and Travelling Allovances Bill. 

There being no objectioa, the honourable inember 
is granted leave to nroceed. 

hIr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-It is the most triv- 
ial of all amendments, possibly apart from a punctu- 
ation mark. Through some reason or other, the word 
"therefore" was inserted in  a line and the Other, 
Place has deleted that word. I beg to move that this 
amendment be now read a first time. 

3lr. TALMA : I beg to second that. 
The question that this amendment be now read a 

first time is put and resolved in the affirmative with- 
out division. 

On the motions of MR. ADAMS, seconded by MR. 
TALMA i n  each case, the amendment is read a second 
time and is agreed to. 
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T H E  PUBLIC HEALTH BILL. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The next Order is to resume 
Committee on the Bill to consolidate and amend the 
Acts of this Island relating to Public Health. 

Mr. SPEAKICE leaves the Chair and the House 
resumes Committee on the Bill, MR. SMITH being in  
the Chair. 

Clauses 8 and 9 are agreed to. 
Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to move that Clause 10 

stand part  of the Bill. . 
Mr. BLACKMAN : I beg to second that. 
On the motion of MR. WILKINSON, seconded bq 

m. WARD, Clause 10 is read as follows :- 
"10. I n  order to facilitate public health ad- 

ministration, the Island is hereby divided into three 
Wards as follows :- 

( a )  the Northern Ward, consisting of the 
parishes of Saint Lucy, Saint Peter, 
Saint James, Saint Thomas, Saint An 
drew and Saint Joseph; 

(b) the Central Ward consisting of the Par  
ish of Saint Michael ; and 

(6) the Southern Ward consisting of the 
Parishes of Christ Church, Saint philip, 
Saint George and Saint John. 

Mr. WILKITU'SON : 1 would like the senior mem 
ber for St. Thomas to tell me the population in  each 

(2) The Sanitary Authority of a Parish shall 
be appointed by the Vestry of such Parish and shall 
consist- 

(a) in  the case of each of the Parishes 
of Saint Michael and Christ Church 
of nine persons, of whom five shall 
be members of the Vestry of the 
Parish (and four persons other than 
members of the Vestry ; 

(b) in the case of any other Parish of 
six persons of whom three shall be 
members of such Vestry and three 
persons other than members of such 
Vestry. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of subsection 
(4) of this section the members of a Sanitary Author- 
ity who are Vestrymen shall be appointed on the twen- 
ty-fifth day of March in each year, or within twcnty- 
one days thereafter, and the members of a Sanitary 
Authority who are not Vestrymen shall be appointed 
on the twenty-fifth day of June in  every semnd year, 
or within twenty-one days thereafter. 

(4) h'otwithstanding anything to the con- 
trary contained in  this section, the first appointment 
of members of every Sanitary Authority shall be made 
within thirty days after the coming in40 operation of 
this Act, and the term of of the members so 

1 appointed shall expire on the appointment of members 
ward. 

Dr. C U ~ . M I N s  : I am sorry I cannot give that 
information. I did not come prepared with informs- 
tion of that sort but if the honourable member insists 
on having it I can postpone this clause and endeavour 
later in  the afternoon to get the information. 

Mr. WILKINSON : I do not want to delay the 
passing of the Bill but the information would be use- 
ful  for purposes of comparison. 

The question that Clause 10 stand part  of the 
Bill is put  and resolved in  the afhmative without 
division. 

Clauses 11 to 13 inclusive are agreed to. 
Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to move that Clause 14 

stand part of the Bill. 
Mr. BLACKMAN : I beg to second that. 
The question that Clause 14 stand part of the 

is put and resolved in  the affirmative without division. 
Clause 15. The work to be carried out a t  a Health 

Centre shall include- 
(a) the and treatment of 

disease ; 
(b) maternity and child welfare services ; 
(c) the treatment of tuberculosis within limits 

to be determined by the Director; 
(d)  nutrition clinics ; 

in acordance with the provisions of sub-section (3) 
of this section, and not later than the fifteenth day of 
April next following the coming into operation of this 
~ ~ t .  

(5) All members of a Sanitary Authority 
shall be eligible for re-appointment. 

(6) If- 
(a) any easual vacancy shall oceur in  

_ L .  , the office of any member by death, 
resignation or otherwise, or 

(b) any member shall decline to act, or 
(c) any member not being absent on 

leave from the island shall absent 
himself without sufficient excuse 
from three successive meetings of 
the Sanitary Authority, 

the Chairman shall notify the same to the Vestry who 
shall thereupon appoint some fit person to fill the 

member; but the person so appointed s h a  
hold office only so long as the member in  whose place 
h; was appointed would have held office. 

(7) The Chairman of the Sanitary Authority 
for each Parish shall be appointed by the Vestry of 
such Parish. the event of his absence from any 
meeting the members shall elect one of their number ' to be chairman. 

(e) preventive measures against infectious l (8) Three members of a Sanitary Authority 
diseases ; shall form a quorum. 

( f ) health education ; 
(g) the direction and control of midwives em 

ployed by the Sanitary Authorities of the 
parishes within the Ward in  which such 
Health Centre is established. 

Dr. CUMMINS : 1 ask leave to amend sub-para- 
graph (g) by deleting the words 'ithe direction and 
control" and substituting the word "supervision" 
therefor. 

~h~~~ being no objection, the leave is and 
the sub-parapra~h is amended accordingly. 

On the molion of Dr. CUMMINS. seconded by Mr. 
BLACKMAN, Clause 15, as amended, is agreed to. 

Clauspq 16 t o  I8 inclnsive are awreed to. 

(9) The Chairman shall have a casting vote 
as well as an original vote. 

(10) No act or proceeding of a Sanitary 
Authority shall be invalidated or questioned on ac- 
Count of any vacancy the members of such 
Sanitary Authority or any defect in  their appoint- 
ment. 

(11) Every Sanitary Authority shall keep 
a minute book in  which their proceedings shall be re- 
corded. 

(12) all acts, matters and things authorised 
or necessary to be clone and executed by a Baaitary 
Authority may be done and executed by the majority 

19. (1) There shall be established in  each the of the members of such Sanitary ~ n t h o r i t y    resent 
Parishes of this Island a Sanitary Authority. I at a duly constituted meetirlg. 
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Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,--There are one 
or two amendments to be made to this Clause. First 
of all, 1: ask leave to delete all the words froin the word 
"and" m line 4 of sub-paragraph (a) of sub-clause 2 
to the end of the sub-paragraph and to delete all the 
words from the word "and" in  line 3 of sub-para- 
graph (b) to the end of the sub-paragraph. I t  is felt 
that some parishes may want to appoint to their Sani- 
tary Authorities persons who are all members of the 
Vestries of the respective parishes and as these sub- 
paragraphs are a t  present worded, they could not do 
that; they would be compelled to appoint persons to 
their Sanitary Authorities other than the members of 
their Vestries. 

31r. KOAMS: I n  that case I would like to sug- 
gest that the words "at least" be inserted after the 
word "whom" in  line 3 of sub-paragraph (a) and in 
line 2 of sub-paragraph (b) ,  otherwise the sub-para- 
graphs will be stating that only five and only three 
members respectively could be members of the Sani- 
tary Authorities of the respective parishes. 

Dr. CUXilIINS : I accept those amendments. 
Mr. I-lAYNE,S : 3x1.. Chairman,-Sub-paragraph 

(b)  of sub-clause 2 of this c l a ~ ~ s e  provides that in the 
case of parishes other than St. Michael and Christ 
Cllurch six persons shall be members of the Sanitary 
Authorities of those parishes bnt I consider that five 
n~ein'oji-s are adequate for those parishea. P can asmre 
you that i t  is no pleasure to be a Sanitary Commis- 
sioner and sometiines there is illore enmity than any- 
thing Jse. I c10 not tiliiilr that people are very lreeiz 
on ,c:rviiig as Sanitary Connllissiollers in soinz of the 
outlyiilg parishes. For those reasons I beg to movt 
that the a-ord "six" in line 1 of sub-paragraph (b)  
be deleted and the word "five" substituted therefor 

BIr. DOWDIKG: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BSAPP: I cannot see the ~visdoin in that mo- 

tion. You change the number of people to be appoint 
ed to a Sanitary Authority but you do not change the 
number to form a quorunz. The only reason which is 
given for changiiig the number is that people are not 
anxious to serve and yet you do not change the quo- 
rum. You must have three in any case and the quo- 
rum should be changed from three to two so that if 
~ T V O  mein'oers there can still'be a meeting of the 
particular Sanitary Authority. But in view of the 
reason which has been given for the change I would 
prefer to leave the clause as i t  stands because if mem- 
bers will not attend they should be turned out by the 
ratepayers when the time comes. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: If this amendment was 
going to prevent Sanitary Authorities from being un- 
~ \ ie lCi~  I ~ ~ r , u l d  ag-ee w:th the nior member for St. 
Audrem. The appointment of >ix mill, to my mind, 
give more people the opportunity to function on these 
Boards. If you restrict i t  to too narrow a number you 
will find it difficult to get people i n  the various par- 
ishes to serve and I should prefer to err on the side of 
six rather than agree to five. Six cannot make the 
m~mber unr~ieldv and i t  sonnds strange to i v c  to bear 
the honourable member suggest, in these days of de- 
mocracy, that the scope for service on these Boards 
should be narrowed instead of widened. 

Mr. IIOTTLEY: Sir,-I wonder if honourable 
members will look a t  it this way. We have just so 
amended the same sub-paragraph (b) that the Ves- 
tries of parishes other than St. Michael and Christ 
Church may appoint at  least three of their members 
to be members of the Sanitary Authorities of the re- 
spective parishes, and I suppose that non-vestrymen 
will still be appointed to serve on these Sanitary 
Authorities. As the law stands a t  present, the Com- 
missioners of Health, whose places will be taken by 

the Sanitary Authorities, a t  any of their meetings 
can commit the Vestry to any expenditure for which 
they may provide a t  the begmning of their financial 
year and I am suggesting that the number should be 
five or seven but not six. If you leave i t  a t  six, you 
may have a quorum of non-vestrymen who are not re- 
s@on~lo:e to thc ratepayers and for  .l~,em to commit 
the particular parish to any expenditure would be a 
bad thing. You may have a Chairman who may call 
a meeting of his Saiiltary Authority oil a Friday when 
all the members who are vesti~ymen are i11 town 
and it must be borne in  mind that he is to have two 
votes-a casting vote as well as  an  original vote. I 
repeat that you may very well get a Chairman who is 
a non-vestryman and two other members who are also 
non-vestrymen of the particular Sanitary Authority 
holding a meeting and committing the parish to any 
expenditure because what they have agreed to, the 
Vestry cannot question; ordinary expenditure for 
,aai~at ion in a parish caiznot be questionecl by the Ves- 
t ry of that parish. Let the number be either five or 
seven but not six. I n  any case I can quite see that any 
wide awake TTestry is bound to say that all the people 
who inay be interested in  sanitation in  the particular 
parish are not necessarily vestrymen and that, there- 
fore, i t  ~vould be necessary to appoint to the Sanitary 
Authority of that particular parish persons who are 
not vestrymen. The Vestry may appoint persons who 
are interested in  sanitation but who, when it comes to 
the spending of money to effect an  improvement in  a 
particular direction may say "Oh no; we are not 
spending money for that purpose." I feel that an 
amendmeizt to make the number five or seven should 
be supported. 

Mr. ADAMS: Perhaps i t  is because 1 have been 
a member of a Vestry only for a short time that I do 
not follow the logic of these parochial authorities. 
Take the argument of the senior member for St. An- 
drew. I should imagine that if i t  is difficult to get 
people to serve you ~vonld make the number greater 
not less. Sometimes we appoint a Select Committee of 
this House, say seven members, and we add two more 
to ensure that a sufficient number attends to do the 
business of that Committee. I have never heard ~111- 

til to-day that it is difficult to get people to 
serve and if that is so, the nuiilber should 
be increaicu:~~! not reduczd. I do not think 
that when the senior member for the CiLy saf 
down he reinernbered what he said. His point may be 
absolutely sound but surely if there is that fear about 
~ ~ h i c h  he is apprehensive, the Vestry who is the ap- 
pointing body will see to i t  that a sufficient number of 
persons is appointed from its 'body but  a t  the same 
time you cannot bind a Vestry to do something i t  does 
not want to do. Surely that would meet the honour- 
able member's fear. A Vestry would see to i t  that 
there are not as many non-vestrymen on the Sanitary 
Authority as will be able to get together and 
do something behind the backs of other members. I 
thought the honourable members were going to say 
that there should be a different quorum for the par- 
ishes of St. Michael and Christ Church respectively 
than for  the other parishes. If you make the quorum 
the same for all the parishes that argument may be 
used and that is the point, in my opinion, which should 
be altered. 

Mr. TALMA : What I thought the' senior member 
for the City would have referred to is the number 
which shall form a quorum. Three out of six shall 
form a quorum, so whether the number is increased to 
seven or reduced to five, the quorum about which he 
has fears will remain the same. His fear about non- 
vestrymen dominating the affairs of a Sanitary Au- 
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thority should not arise because the Vestry ~vould ai- 
ways appoint people who know something about sain- 
tation and in many instauces you find that non-\-estry- 
nieii possess a greater kno\vLeclge of sun: ta~i~n tilail 
actual vestrymen. So the question is not how many 
members should comprise a Sanitary Authority but 
how many should form a quorum. 

ill.. DOWDIKQ : 1 calllzot cjuite agree with the 
argument of the honourable meinbers on the other side 
of the table. Although a Vestry may appoint someone 
thinking that he is a fit and proper person to serve, 
he may turn  out to be a n  unfit and improper person 
(Mr. ADAMS : So too with vestrymen). Yes, Sir, so too 
with vestrymen but the fact remains that the vestry- 
men are elected by the people and that makes a big 
difference. I think there should be a majority of a t  
least one vestryman on a Sanitary Authority. 

Mr. WARD: A Vestry can appoint all six mem- 
bers of the Sanitary Authority from its body; it is 
not supposed to appoint persons from outside but if 
i t  does and the number to be appointed is six, i t  will 
see to i t  that it appoints four from its body and two 
fro111 outside, so as to keep control over the arFairs oi 
the Sanitary Authority. If, as some honourable mem- 
bers have stated, it is difficult to get people to serve on 
the Sanitary Authority of a parish, I think i t  would be 
more diffieult if the number is six than if i t  were five. 
That is a point about which we should be very careful 
because a Sanitary Authority may not be able to funo 
tioii if i t  has difficulty in gettin!? people to s3rve. 
I am not so well conversant with sanitary work but l 
feel that if honourable members who have experience 
about this work assure us that it is difficult to get per- 

Ayes: Aiessrs. BRANCKER, F. L. 'C~ALCOTT, HUS- 
BAXDS, COX, FOSTER, WP, TALIIA, BLACKMAN, and 
Or. ~ u ~ ~ ~ 1 1 ~ s - 9 .  

i ioes :  Dr. WILSOX, Xessrs. SYMMONDS, CRAWFORD, 
AIOTTLET, I-IAPNES, DOWDING, GALE, S. A. WALCOTT, 
WILKIKSOK, WARD, and Mr. SPEAKER-11. 

The question that tile word "five" be inserted i n  
the blank is put  and resolved in  the affirmative with- 
out division. 

Mr. MAPP: I beg to make a counter motion be- 
cause I do not see any sense i n  the result of that vote. 

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable illember is 
out of order. He cannot criticize the decision of the 
House. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman,-Sub- 
paragraph 3 of this clause provides that the members 
of a Sanitary Authority who are vestrymen shall be 
appointed on the 25th March in  each year or within 
21 days thereafter and the members who are non- 
vestrymen shall be appointed on the 25th June every 
two years or  within 21 days after. I heard the senior 
inember for St. Thomas say that this is to maintain 
continuity of policy but I mould like to point out to 
him that if a Vestry appointed all vestrymen as mem- 
bers of the Sanitary Authority there will be no con- 
tinuity of policy. I cannot understand why vestry- 
inell should be appointed for one year and non-vestry- 
men for two years, but before I propose an  amend- 
ment I should like to hear a further explanation of 
the poiizt. 

Dr.. CUMMINS : As everybody knows, the Ves- 
tries die on the 31st December in  each year and the 
non-vestrymen who are members of Sanitary Authori- 

soils to serve on these Sanitary Authorities and we , ties may still be able to carry on the sanitary work 
make the number six, we may be putting them i n  an until the new Vestries are elected. 
awkward position to get people to serve and in  some Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: As the honourable mem- 
parishes, Sanitary Authorities may not be able to func- i ber knows, the Sanitary Boards do not die on the 31st 
tion for that reason. That is the only thing I am a bit December and vestrymen who are members of the 
sceptical about. I 1 Sanitary Boards can still be members, except they 

Mr. MOTTLEY: When I spoke a feur moments lose their seats in  the election for new Vestries. So 
ago I was dealing with the question of the number of that is no answer. 
inenibers who should comprise a Sanitary Authority Mr. DOWDING: There must be some good 
but I had made a note in connection with the number son for this proposal which the Government should be 
who shot~lcl form a quorum. I iiiteiided to W W s t  able to explain a little more fully; some member of the 
amendment in respect of the Sanitary Authorities of Government should be able to tell us  why there is to 
the parishes of St. Michael and Christ Church because be this departure from the old .method of appointing 
i t  is rather peculiar that three members should form nieinbers of the Sallitary Boards. 
a quorum out of nine. As f a r  as the other parishes are Mr. GALE : The Sanitary Conimissioners-ves- 
concerned, the reason why I used that argument was trymen as well as non-vestrymen-are appointed in  
because 1 saw quite well that if the number to be ap- I\lerch in each pear I see no r asoli rnhy the ap- 
~ o i n t e d  is fiix; a t  least three of ~ h o m  shall be vestry- pointmcnt of 11011-vestrymen should be made on a sep- 
men, the policy of appointing three vestrymen and arate dat- from th-  appointment of vestrymen. 1n 
three noa-vestrymen Inay be pursued ancl if the quo- my opinion, all the members of the Sanitary Au- 
rum is to be three, i t  looks to me that the number thorities should be appointed as the Sanitary Corn- 
should be five. While I am on my feet I should like to inissioners are appointed now. If a member of a Ves- 
refer to the proposal that the Chairman of a Sanitary t ry  who is a member of a Sanitary Authority loses his 
Al l thor i t~  should have a casting vote as well as seat on the Vestry, that Vestry would have to appoint 
original vote. I do not think support that someone a t  its next meeting to 611 the vacancy on the 
I suggest to the introducer of the Bill who has some Sanitary ~ ~ t h ~ ~ i t ~  and as far as I know, there has 
erneriei~cn~ in these mattev that that would be a been any trouble in that respect. 
rather difficult matter because as f a r  as all or nearly B1r. M O ~ ~ L g y :  It seems necessary to have some 

of these Boards are the are 
explanation for this change and apparently the hall- practically responsible, so to speak, for the adminis- 

tration and if they put  forward suggestions which do onrable introducer of the Bill is not in a pos$ition tq 
l ~ o t  meet rn7ith the approval of the majority of mem. give it. What is the set-UP a t  present? On the 25th 
bers, it must be obvious to honourable members that iUarch in  each year the Sanitary Commissioners-ves- 
they could override their majorities with their original trymen and non-vestrymen-are appointed. The Ves- 
and casting votes. The senior member for St. Thomas tries die on the 31st December in  each year but those 
knows, from his experience, that that will not work. 

The question that the word proposed to be deleted 
from sub-paragraph (b)  stand part  of the sub-pars- 
graph is put  and resolved in  the negative, the division 
being as follows :- 

L 

members of the Vestry who are members of the Sani- 
tary Boards colitinue to function on those Boards un- 
til they are elected or otherwise. If they are not re- 
elected as v~strymen, then their seats on the Sanitary 
Boards are fillcc1 h)- the Xr-=trie~ before the 25th March 
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but the general appointment of the Boards is made on, 
or  within 21 days after, the 25th March. I suppose we 
all admit that we must have changes but we must be 
able to appreciate what those changes are for. If the 
honourable introducer of the Bill can give us the idea 
behind this change I will support it but I really can- 
not see the necessity for  it. For instance, if in the 
parish of Christ Church there are nine members of 
the Sanitary Authority-five vestrymen and four non- 
vestrymen-the four non-vestrymen with no respon- 
sibility, so to speak, to the taxpayers are left to carry 
on while the Vestry is dead while the persons who are 
actually responsible to the taxpayers are placed on 
the Board for only one year. I repeat that I can see 
no necessity for this change. If the senior member 
for St. Thomas can show the necessity for it and that 
i t  would result in an  improvement in  sanitary condi- 
tions I am prepared to vote for it. The only reason 
as f a r  as I can see for the change is that the Vestry is 
elcctcd for only on year and. therefor , u strymeil 
should not be appointed members of Sanitary Authori- 
ties for more than a year. If that is so, the members of 
Sanitary Authorities who are members of Vestries 
must face an election every year to be able to go back 
to these Boards. After all, the Sanitary Boards and 
the Boards of Guardians are really the principal de- 
partments of local administration and if, Mr. Chair- 
man, you provide by legislation that vestrymen who 
are responsible to the taxpayers should be appointed 
to Sanitary Authorities for one year and non-vestry- 
men who are not responsible to the taxpayers can be 
appointed to these Authorities for two years, I really I 

- - -.- <a 

Sanitary Authority in each of these parishes and I 
suggest that this sub-clause be amended by adding the 
words "except in  St. Michael and Christ Church 
where the quorum shall be five." 

Dr. CUMMINS: I accept that amendment. 
Mr. TALMA: Before any other honourable 

member raises any further points i n  connection with 
this clause 19 I would suggest that inasmuch as this 
Bill is very voluminous we should postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of this clause and proceed to deal 
with the non-controversial clauses of the Bill. I beg 
to move that the further oonsideration of clause 19 be 
postponed. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: Before the question is put I 

should like to say that the senior member for  Christ 
Church was not present when the senior member for 
St. Thomas suggested, and the Committee approved, 
the postponement of sub-clause 3. I am now suggest- 
ing that we deal with sub-clause 9 and if we get 
through with that, then there will be left only sub- 
clause 3 of this Clause to be dealt with. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to withdraw my motion, 
save and except in relation to sub-clause 3. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Sub-clause 9 is breaking new 
ground. The ilptroducer of this Bill and other hon- 
ourable members know exactly what can happen if 
a Chairman of a Sanitary Authority h@ a casting 
lrote as ~vell as an orig~nal vote. Thcrz is a possibility 
that the Chairman ~yho is the executive officer of the 
Sanitary Authority may flout the wishes of the ma- 
jority by means of his casting vote and his original 

do not understand it. 
Dr. CUMMINS: I want to suggest to honourable 

members to deal with the other sub-clauses of this 
Clause. I have sent to get the necessary information 
on the point which has been raised in  connection with 
~ u b - ~ l a u s e  3 and I suggest that we go on to the other 
sub-clauses until we get the information. 

Mr. BRANCKER: There is this aspect of the 
matter which strikes me. This sub-clause 2 provides 
for the appointment of members of Vestries as mem- 
bers of Sanitary Authorities but there is apparently 
no provisiol~ in the Bill for the continuation of their 
membership of these Sanitary authorities while the 
Vestries are dead. What will happen when the Ves- 
tries die on the 31st December in each year? There 
is apparently no clause of this  ill which says that 
the members of vestries shall continue to function as 
members of Sanitary notwithstanding the 
fact that the Vestries are dead; that is my point. I n  
other Acts dealing with the members 
of Boards, there is a clause providing that when the 
period of service expires, those members go on to func- 
tion until re-appointments are made and one would 
normally expect that a Clause would be included in  
this Bill providing that vestrymen shall continue to 
function ars members of Sanitary Authorities, not- 
withstanding the fact that the Vestries are dead. In 
the absence of such a clause from this Bill I am doubt- 
fu l  whether we can assume that they are entitled to 
continue to function after the 31st December when 
the Vestries are dead. I hear the remark that mem- 
bers of the Vestries carry on until the Vestries are 
elected. 1 know that they carry on but there should 
bp a provisiall in thiq Rill to leoalizp that ~ n d  T Tro- 
pose to move an amendment before the Bill is passed 
for the purpose of effectuating that. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am proceeding to sub-clause 
8 which says:-"Three members of a Sanitary Au- 
thority shall forin a quorum." I n  St. Michael and 
Chi-i.;t Church there are to be nine members of the 

vote and that should be fairly obvious to honourable 
members. I beg to move that sub-clause 9 of Clause 
19 be deleted. 

Mr. HAYNES: I beg to second that. 
Dr. CUMMINS: I want to say that this may be 

considered as breaking new ground but it is in keep- 
ing with a similar provision that has been passed by 
this House in connection with the Hospital Board4 
the Board of Education and, I think, the Highways 
and Transport Board. I n  all those cases the Chair- 
men, I think, have original as well as  casting votes. 

31r. WARD : The Chairman himself is a member 
of the Sanitary Authority and as such he has a vote 
just as any other member has- Then in his capacity 
"S Chairman he should have a casting vote. If he was 
not the Chairman, as a member of the Board he would 
have a vote and I still have a doubt in my mind as lo 
whether he should be not able to exercise his original 

as as a casting vote' If he, were appointed 
Chairman by the other members of the Sanitary 
Authority, that would be a different thing altogether, 
hut hi is appointed by the Vestry and in 
my opinion he has the right to a vote, in the same 
way as other members of the Sanitary Authority have 
i t  and if there is a tie, he is bound to break i t  with 
hisr cs,stins vote. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I am not in  favour of one 
person having two votes but in this case it does seem 
pemissible, for this reason. The particular rnem'ber 
will not be officio chairman of the sanitary ~ ~ t h ~ ~ -  
ity, therefore, he will be having two votes; he will be 
an ordinary member of the Sanitary Authority in the 
first place and, will have a vote and if he is 
appointed Chairman by the Vesiry he will be: 
entitbed to a casting vote'. As I h a v ~  said, I am not 
wedded to the of one member having two 
votes but how will you get over the difficulty if he is an 
nrdinary member in the first instance and then 
Chsirman of the Sanitary Au tho~ i ty?  I can 
very c.woll see that some rnembenz would never 
become Chairmen of th-se Sanitary Authorities; they 
~l.-ouId just sit there a s  figureheads. If the Chairman 
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was Chairman by virtue of the fact that he is an  0%- 1 appoint the meplbers of the Sanitary Authority and 
cial I would say that he should not have two votes leave i t  to the members to appoint thew own Chair- 
but in  the circumstances I do not see how you can man. 
avoid his having an  original vote as well as a casting Mr. WARD: That is the crux of the whole mat- 
vote. :er. The Vestries should not appoint the Chairmen of 

Mr. MOTTLEY: What the senior member for these Sanitary Authoriti ',~. If i 'n-  Vcstries appoint the 
St. Peter has said would, in  theory, be all right but Chairrncn of these Sanitary Au~horities, they must 
not i n  practice. Whoever knows anything about the automatically have two votes. 

..* X working of any Board knows that the Chairman brings The question that sub-clause 9, as amended, stand 
h1i.i influrnce to bear upon any matter that is dis- part of clause 19 is put and resolved in  the affirmative 
cussed by that Board. He is the person who is author- without division. 
ized to sign vouchers and he comes directly into con- 

t Mr. GALE: Reverting to sub-clause 7 of this 
tact with the officers of his department. The other ,,lause I should like to say that I do not it is 
members come together when a meeting is necessary that the Chairman of a Sanitary Authority 
moned but the Chairman is the person who is directly should be by a vestry. rphe vestry can 

* responsible and he must bring his influence to bear. appoint the members of sanitary ~ ~ t h ~ ~ i t ~  and 
Take, for example, the position in  the outlying par- leave i t  to them to appoint their Chairman. I, there- 
ishes. Five members are to be appointed to the Sani- fore, beg to move that the words "by the ~~t~~ of 
tary Authority and of those five, three shall form a such be deleted and the words liannually by 
quorum. If a meeting is held a t  which only the Chair- the members of the sanitary ~ ~ t h ~ ~ i t ~  " substituted 

A man and two other members are present and the therefor. 
Chairman has an  original as well as a casting vote you Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to second that. 
call quite see what is likely to happen. I appeal to 
honourable members to view the matter in that light: Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I cannot see any objec- 
There are honourable members who have experience tioll to a Vestry appointing the. Chairman of a sanitary 
in parochial affairs and they can see the danger of Authority, for this reason. These Sanitary Authori- 

giving the Chairman of a Sanitary ~ u f h o r i t ~  an orig- ties will have wide powers and if, as you say, the mem- 
inal as well as a casting vote, I am bound to press bers of the Vestries are the persons responsible to the 
my motion for  the deletion of sub-clause 9. taspayers I cannot see anything fundamentally wrong 

M ~ .  COX: I am to support any amend- ill their appointing the Chairmen of the Sanitary 
merit which gives a chairman a casting vote but I Authorities. The Vestry is the greater Authority and, 
am not going to vote for the sub-clause which provides therefore, i t  should ha~'e the power to appoint the 
that a chairman shall have an original as well as a Chairman of the Sanitary Authority. I we nothing 

6 casting vote. %&le it is true that the dual vote may ''row in that. We call agree that the Chairman 
be very useful in some cases, it is equally true that it should not have two votes but I feel there is nothing 

may be destructive in cases and for that reason "rO1lg in his 

I would suggest to agree to an amendment to the sub- Dr. CUMMINS: J quite agree with all that is 

clause but not to delet it. W. cannot afford to give said by the honourable member who has just sat  down. 

the Chairman of any Board two votes because he may l have some experience as  a Vwtryman and while it 

a t  some time or other use them to flout the wishes of 'S true that the parish S'. we had an 
the majority and in democratic communities the de- exceptional man as Chairman of the Sanitary Board, 

cision of the majority should be upheld. I happen to who has just resigned, who was kel:nly inbcrested in  

be a rn~mbeu of Boards and if the Chairmen of those sanitation and did all he could to improve the sani- 

Boards had original as well as casting votes, many tary conditions of this parish, yet I have always main- 
tained-and I know ihat some honoura'ble members 

decisions that were made for the welfare of the people who have spoken on this qusntion will agree with me 
-A _ Of this 'land not have been made. I beg to -that the Chairman of a Sanitary Authority should move that after the word "vote" in line 1 of sub- be a m:mber of the Vestry for the very good reason 

clause 9 the word "only" be inserted and that the that has been stated by the senior member for st. 
words "as well as an  original vote" be deleted. Pcier. To me, i t  k obvious that if a Vestry is g o k g  

The The of any to appoint the Chairman of the  Sanitary Authority, 
always has a casting vote. except in the case of a gentleman like Mr. Thorne to 

COX: But provision should be made in  the whom 1 have just referred, it will appoint one of its 
Bill to that effect. number. I think that honourable members would be 

Mr. I beg to SXond the amendment TTell advised to let sub-c,lause 7 as it is. A 
of the senior member for St. Michael. TTestq7 it- going to appoint all the members of a Sani- 

Mr. F. L. : There is in the tary Authority and there is no harm in its appointing 
3. world to prevent, a Chairman from having a casting at  the same time the Chairman of that Sanitary 
W 

vote ; i t  is axi0nlatiC that he has a casting vote. We Authority. 1f a non-Vestryman has a greater know- 
passed Schemes of Government for secondary schools ledge of sanitation than a member of the Vestry has, 
last week and the Chairman of the Governing Body I feel that the Vestry o~~lqht, in the interest of 
of those ~chools was given a casting vote. the community. to appoint that person as Chairman of 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am accepting the amendment the Sanitary Authority of the parbicular parish ; 60 
of the senior member for St. Michael. ! I see nc  harm in allowing the sub-clause to remain 

The CHAIRMAN: You cannot accept i t  because m as it is. 
you are not in  charge of the Bill. At thits stage, 2 p.m. Mr. SPEAKER resumes the! 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to withdraw my motion 
in  favour of the amendment of the senior member for 
St. Michael. 

Dr. CUAIMINS : I accept the amendment of th,: 
senior mern'b~e~ for St. Michael. 

Mr. GALE : I would like to point out that i t  is 
not necessary that the Vestry should appoint the 
Chairman of a Sanitary Authority. The Vestry should 

Chair and ad.journs the House until 2.45 p.m. in 
accordance with Rule 40 (a) .  

LEAVE ASKED TO GIVE A NOTICE 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. COX: Mr. Speaker,--1 ask lcave to give 

of an 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Wh'en the time comes for  the 

consideration of Private Members' Business you +n 
give notice 'of the Addxess. 

REPLY L'AID 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to lay on the TabL of 
the Hous? the reply to question No. 57 standing in 
the name of the honourable junior member for St. 
Lucy. 

MOTION FOR BDJOURINMBNT 

~ u r .  GAZZNER: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move 
the ad~ournm~i ic  of! the house for bve minutes 
in orcler to discuss a, matter (of importance. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know what that matter 
is. 

Air. GARNER: It is a matter which is very 
urgellL. I t  concerns some business people and the 
travelling public. 

Mr. SPEIAKElt: I have requested tb? Housa. 
to l? t  me know beforehand  he nature of any matter 
which they want to discuss but the honourable mem- 
ber has not done so. 

Mr. GAR.NER: This matter has only d~velop- 
ed today, I was very busily engaged in entering 
negotiations this morning and I could not see Your 
honour. 

1Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable memb~r  was 
in  the House this morning and I cannot allow him 
to make an  Iexcuse like h t .  

Mr. GARNER: I was entering negotiations 
this morning when I should have been here to see 
Yaour Honour. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have mad: a ruling and I 
do want honourable members to support me in 
i t .  

Mr* CRAWFOED : I am supporting the sug- 
gestion made by the honourable junior member for 
St. Philip. The honourable, member is refeming 
to the fact that the concession granted to two bus 
eoncessionaires in the parishes of St. Philip and 
St. John was canoelled viithin a matter of hours 
without any proper noticre k i n g  given to the conces- 
sionaires. This morning the honourable member 
had an appointment with the Director of Highways 
and Transport for a quarter past twelve, an  ap- 
pointment which could not blel kept because the 
Director was engaged otherwise, and the honourabl: 
member was awaiting the Director befor. he could 
dzcide what action should be taken in  the' Housn. 
Although the ma tk r  has bpen temporarily settled 
and it may work with all the parties concerned-T 
had that assurance from the Colonial Slecretary 
less than t~vo  hours ago - although some attempt 
has bclon made to  resolve some oif the difficulties, yct 
both the honourable junior member for St. Phlilip 
and I fe-l that in the interest of the1 ~ a r t i e s  involved 
in t b ~  disput", it would be as well if the Government 
has some idela of what is operating in our minds 
and- the remarks nsod today would be of use when 
it comns to finally settling the issue. I am thleaefor? 
17-r.3al. 4 +o support the motion for the adjournment 
m11 T  IT^ honourable members tmo do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I admit that tho Houe- can 
do as t h ~  like. I onlp want to remind honourable 
member- +haL T have aslred that notice be given m" 
befnreh0- ' of B?-"- matter which they want to discuss 
nncl ''I - +  h p ~  r?ot been done. 

7"- ICQAW~'C)RD. T have explained that 
 let? t h ~  h o ~ c ~ ~ r a b j l ~  ;uninr memb-r for St. Philip 
sh~1161 ? ~ a v ?  Fr1-n with th-  Director, the Diire'ctor 

was with the Colonial Secrcltary. I only had the 
assurance which I have mentioned, a t  1.30 o'clock 
and the House sat a t  12 o'clock. Your Honour 
could not have been informed a t  an earlier hour. I 
think that a velry useful purpose would be served 
if the mattfr is ventilated today. 

Mr. D :  I appeal to honourable 
members not to grant permissicon for  any discussion 
on this matter. Honourable membe% sa.w me leave 
the House this morning; I saw the Colonial S,cretarv 
with whom I have discussed the matter, I have ri- 
ported the solution arrived a t  to the parti.6 involved 
and they a- petfectly satisfied. The concessionaires 
will be running their buses from this afternoon. If 
I were in the plaw of the, honourable membevs for 
St. Philip, from what I have heard no langauge would 
be strong enough for me to use in  connection with the 
mattCr, and that is the attitude of every member 
of th= House who has heard about the matter. A 
certain legal position has arisen on which the Direr- 
tor acted; and in 'order to avoid any hardship it was 
suggr:st~d that these1 two concessionaires be given 
back their concession and that they br allowed a 
fortnight in which to get the legal position put 
rlight. Therefore) the matter is not now on12 of 
argency. Something has been put  in  writing of 
which the honourable members for St. Philip haw 
a copy, the Colonial Secretary, the Dir?ctor and I 
have ome- It would be a waste 'of time for  this 
matter to be discussed on a modion for  adjounimciit 
on th ground that i t  is a matter of urgency. The 
concessionaires are perfectly satislied with the de- 
cision which has belen arrived a t  and they left m:> 
to go to the Director so as to have i t  officially. T 
a p p a l  to honourable members not to a p e 2  to this 
motion for adjournment because while the matter 
was an urgfnt, one a t  12 o'alock i t  is not on: c£ 
urgency now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th:se are the grounds on which 
fiuch a motion i s  allowed. The motion must deal with a 
particular case, the matter must be1 a n  urgent matter 
and the motion must raise a larger issue than an 
individual grievance. The, whole point is whether 
this particular matter is an individual grievanw or 
not. If i t  is an individual grievance h t  is within my 
powei- to disallow the motion. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: The matter is more than 
all individual grievance1 for the s impb reason that 
apart from the endire question of the travelling 
pubTic, thr whole policy under which the Department 
of Highways and Transport ope~ates in  so far  as its 
relations with the concessionaires are concerned, is 
in dispute. 

MT. ADAMS: I s  t.he honourable membcr 
in o r d e ~  to speak agalin? He has not made any 
motion and he is not replying to anything. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: It is not c o r ~ ~ c t ,  to say 
that the mattlgr has been finally settled; i t  has 
b'een settled subject to further negotiations. I want 
to submit that our remarks today will be of tremend- 
ous assistance in the carrying on of these further 
negodlations, and they may prevent a wrong decision 
from bfing arrived at  finally. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will ask the honourabii. 
junior member for St. Philip to tell me the parti- 
cular matter which h -  wishes to discuss. 

Mr. GARNER: : Yestelrday afternoon thr Dirqc- 
tor of Highways and Transport sent a letter to the 
Blades' Hill Bus Company, one of the partners of 
which has unfortunately just died, informing them 
that their concession wonld expire from twvlve o'clock 
midnight. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That is the particular mattfr. 
Mr. GAENIER: I have not finished. As a result 

of that the school childrm- 
Mr. SPEAKER:  That is nothing to do with it. 
Mr. GARNER: There is always cause and effect. 
Mr. SPE'AKER: A certain company has been 

stopp-d from operating without due notice having 
bem given. 

Mr. GARNER: On account of that s s e r a l  
members of the traveflling have been discom- 
moded, several children who have brought their 
school tich2ts ahead of time have been discommoded. 
That lis not an  individual grievance; i t  is a matter 
of public urgfncy. 

Mr. SPEAKEE:  I rule t.hat this matter is not 
a matter of public importance because i t  only affects 
individual p rsons in a company. 

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (A) 

Mr. ADAMS : I am asking leave to move thr. 
susp:nsion of Rule 61 (a)  so as to ~sume Govern- 
ment Business. 

Mr. WILIKINSON : I would like the honourable 
ml?mb~r to say what budness he is going to deal with. 

Mr. ADAMS : I should like to resum,e con- 
sideration of th,. Public Health Bill. 

There b8e1ing no objection, the honourable member 
was grant2d leave to make the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to mow that Rule 61 (a)  bp 
now suspended. 

Mr. TALMA seconded the motion which was 
agrced to. 

T H E  PUBLIC HEALTH BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER : On the adjournment for 
lunch th. House was in Committee on the P'ublic 
Health Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chdir, and the House re- 
sumsd Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH b h g  in 
th? Chair. 

THE CHAIRMAN: When the House was in  
Committee on this Bill before the adjournment for 
lunch, Clause 19 was under consideration. 

Dr. CUMMINS: When we were debating Sub- 
clause 3 of this C laua~  honourable members were 
apparently not in favour of the appointment of non- 
Vstrymen as members of Sanitary Authorities for a 
period of three years. I promised that I would get 
some information on the matter and the information 
I have received is that i t  is felt that nobody would 
know much about the* working of a Sanitary Author- 
ity i n  one year; and that non-Vestrymen should be 
given a better opportunity during the second year to 
learn more of the working of this Authority. It was 
contemplated seeking legislation to appoint non-V@- 
trymen for a period of five years. I pass on that 
information to honourable mmbers  and leave the 
matter in their hands. 

The question that the words propased to be 
deleted stand part  of the motion was put  and resolved 
in the negative. 

A division was taken as follows :- 
Ayes: Messrs. BRANCKER, F. L. W A L C ~ T ,  

HUSBANDS, COX, MAPP, TALMA, ADAMS, BLACKMAN, 
Dr. CUMMINS and Mr. SPEAKER-10. 

Noes:  Dr. WLLSON, Messrs SYMMONDS, FOSTER, 
GARNER, MOTTLEY, HAYNES. D O W ~ N G ,  GALE, S. A. 
WALCOTT, WILKINSON and WARD-11. 

The question that the  word,^ proposj?d to be in- 
serted stand part of tha section was put and resolved 
in the affirmative without clivision. 

Nr. S. A. WALCOTT: I beg to move that the 
4 6 word? who are Vestrymen" occurring in  lines 2 and 

3 of Sdb-clause 3, be deleted as well as  all the words 
occurring afbf~r the word "thereafter" in lines 4 and 
5 of this Sub-clause. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I accept that amendment. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that  Sub-clause 

2 (7) be further amended by  the addition of the 
words "at its first meeting" after the words "Members 
of the Sanitary Authority.'' 

Dr. CUMMINS : I accept that amendment. 
Mr. BRIANCKER: I should like to insert an  

additional paragraph in Sub-clause 3 so as to ensura 
continuity of Vestrymen. I propose to deal with 
that later on. 

Mr. U P P  : While honourable members are 
considering amendments to this Claus. I think we 
should proceed with other Clauses of the Bill. I 
therafore beg to move that consideration of Clause 1 9  
be postponed. 

Mr. ADAMS: I berg to move that Sub-Clause 
3 be amended by adding the following words: "and 
in the case of Vastrymetn shall remain menibers 
thereof notwithstanding the demise of the Vestry 
before that date". The object of that amendment 1s 
to make provision for the fact that after the 31st 
day of December there is no Vestry, th~refore  the 
Vestrymen automatically cease do function as mem- 
bers of the Sanitary Authority unless you make pro- 
vision for them to remain members of the Sanitary 
Authority. I think that amendment mill cover the 
point rais?d by the honourabl;, junior member for 
St. Luqy. 

1 Mr. BRANCKER.: I beg to second that amend- 
ment; I think that will ensure the continuity of Ves- 
trymen as membem of the Sanitary Authority. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I think that the members of 
the Sanitary Board are a t  present elected on the 25th 
of March and they hold office until the 24th of March 
next; so that they will still carry on in the, intierim. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I do not see the necessity for 
this amendment a t  all. I am in agreement with th? 
Clause without that amendment. 

Mr. TALMA: I made a motion that the consii- 
eration of this Clause be partponed because I antici- 
pated what is happening now. We are only wasting 
time now. I remind you, Mr. Chairman, that I 
made that motion which I subsequently withdrew. 
I again belg to move that  the further consideration 
of this Clause be postponed. 

Mr. COX: I 'b'eg to second that. 
Mr. WARD : I n  this Clause you are appointing 

members of the Sanitary Authority some of whom 
must be Vestrymen and other people from outside. 
When the Vestry dies there is no Vestry until an- 
othe<r Vestry is elected and we should make some 
provision for the carrying on of the Sanitary Author- 
ity in the interim. I agree with the honourable 
senior memer for St. Joseph. 

Dr. CUMNINS : I am 'prapared to  accept the 
motion made by the honourable senior member for 
Christ Church. Let us postpone the further consid- 
eration of this Clause until we consult the Attorney 
General in the matter and let us pass on to the next. 
Clause. 

The question that the further consideration of 
this Clause be postponed was put and resolved in  th: 
affirmative without division. 

At this stage, i t  now being 3.30 o'clock, Mr. 
SPEAKER took the Chair and stated that i t  was now 
time for the consideration of Private Members' Busi- 
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' ADDRESS R E  ENQUIRY INTO THE WORKING I l r .  OAliNJ3li : 1 beg to more that this Addre r  
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGEEWAYS clo now pass. It 1s a fact that we have given .the 

AND TRANSPORT 

Mr. GARNER: Mr. speaker,-Arising out of 
the discussion earlier this afte~noon when 1 was ruled 
out of order, I ask leave to move the passing of the 
following Address :- 

The House of Assembly 
T o  

H& Ezcelleficy The Governor 

The House 1s of the oP1luon L ~ ~ ~ Y  ln view 0i the 
general d ~ ~ t l s f a c t l o n  on the part 0i concess Onalres 

with regara to the general operatlonal pollc! Oi 

Department of Highways and 'franspo*, a Uom 
nilttee of Enqulry be @pointed to enquire into the 
worhng of the be~a r tmen t ,  and make recommend- 
ations with a view to improvement of the relationship 
be~ween concesionaires and  the Department. 

1V l r .  S P E m E Q :  The honoura'ble member is 
asking leave to move the passing of an Address. If 
there is no objection, the honourable member will be 
granted leave. There k i n g  no objection, the hen- 
ourabk member is granted lesave to make the motion- 

Mr. COX: I was trying to give notice of an  
Address earlier this aftm.no0n. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Philip has already been given pemif*sion 
to make the motion. 

Mr. COX : My Address ,is more compr~hensive 
than the honourable member'k Address and I sugg7eist 
that a ballot be taken. 

Ulrector of Highways and Transport great powers 
and when i t  seems fit he exercises those powers. Time 
1s the greatest healer and perhaps it 1s the greatest 
rectifier: and we have learn by sad 
what i t  1s to give to any Director what 1s called dic- 
tatorial powers. I. have before me the Third Schedule 
o~ the Act relative to the granting of concessions for 
operating motor 'buses along mutes in Barbados and 
oile of the conditions for the granting of a concession 
reads as follows : "This concession shall commence on 
the. . . . . .day of. . . . . . . . . .and &all remain in force 
until the. . . . . .day of. . . . . . . .unless such concession 
be sooiler revoked by the Director on account of un- 
satisfactory service or infringement of the law and 
regulations or non-compliance with the conditions 
under which the concession is granted, which power 
of revoation the Director expressly reserves to him- 
self. " That power is very wide : it is almost unlimited 
and that is one of the reasons why I am asking that 
the Government appoint a Committee to make an  
investigation into the matter. After all, this is a 
,natter of public interest; where you have people who 
have invested thousands of dollars, in some cases 
thousands of pounds, and have their livelihood so 
arranged as to be dependent upon running a 'bus 
service, when they have moktgaged their property in 
order to carry on such a business, it is not fair to- 
give one man such wide powers that without any 
proper notice he can revoke the concession. The other 
part of the condition to which 1 have referred says 
this : "Such concession is relinquished by the conces- 

Mr. SPEAKER: We have to deal with the 
Addre% the passing of which the honourable junior 
member for St. Philip has been given leave to move, 
and then you can lllove an amendment if you like to 
do m. . 

Mr. ADAMS: It is immaterial which of the two 
honourable members prooeeds but I think that we 
ought to slick to the Rules of the House. The hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Michael gave Your 
Honour notice earlier of his intention to ask leave 
to move the passing of an  Addre- 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a matter for the House. 
Mr. ADAMS : R3ule 63 deals with this particular 

point where notices of motions are given, but I would 
appeal to both honourable members to remember 
what I said when the honourable junior member for 
St. Philip wacs trying to make a motioii for Ihe 
adjournment of the House, namely, that the matter 
is no longer a matter of urgency. The Government 
has had i t  drawn to its. attention that  there is d~issat- 
isfaction existing and 1 appeal to both hono~lrable 
member,s not to pursue the matter but rather let us 
aontinue the consideration of the Pdblic Health Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has 
been given permision to move the passing of the 
Address. 

Mr. ADAMS : On a point of order. In view of 
the fact that the honourable junior member for St. 
Philip has got leave to move the passing of the 
Address, and in view of the ,fact that Your Honour 
was notified by  the hondurable senior member for 
St. Michael that he intended to move the pas ing  of 
an Address which is in  similar terms to that of the 
honourable junior member for St.  Philip, I suqes t  
that Rule 63 should be observed and a ballot, be taken 
so to determine which honourable member ,qhould 
proceed. , 

Mr. SPEIARER: The question of a b'allot arises 
when notio~s are being in  the morning, but in 
this particular instance permission h% been given 
the honourable junior member for St. Philip to move 
the passing of an  Address. 

sionaire who, if so required by the Director, must 
give the Director six months' notice in  writing of his 
intention to relinquish the same before such relin- 
quishment becomes effective." I think that the Agree- 
ment should be binding on both sides and each side 
should have equal terms. As the position is now, 
dictatorial powers are given on one side while on the 
other some time is given for the cancellation of the 
Ag~ceincnt. Tt is not fair to have til~se small 'bus 
owners living at  the mercies of the Director of High- 
\\-ays and Transport and there is the rumour all 
around the island that this movement yesterday is 
the beginning of an end. I t  is 11ot an end in itself 
but the means to a11 end. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I suggest to the honourable 
member that he should not deal with any rumour. 

Mr. GARNEE: 1 take i t  that a very dqngerous 
precedent is being set and if this matter is allowed to 
pass unnoticed, there is no telling how far  this policy 
will go. As 1 have already said, there are those in 
this business of ruilning a 'bus service who have at  
stake all that they have ever owned and even more, 
because soma of them have borrowrd money so as to 
carry on the business. I say that it is unfair t~ 
allow such wide powers to remain in  the hands of 
the Director or Dictator when, in t ruth and in fact, 
the livelihood of the 'bus concessionaires depends 
upon how he feels about his contract. I n  everything 
there must be law and order but there must also be 
somebody to whom an appeal can be made. I n  the 
law Courts t hen  is a Court af Appeal ; British justice 
maintains that a man is not a criminal until you have 
proved him so and every citizen h the right of 
appeal. That is why we speak of dear old England: 
we !eve her, if for nothing else, for a r r y i n g  out 
~ustlce. I say that it is not fair for the Director of 
nighways and Transport only a few hours before he 
proposes to terminate this concession, to send a letter 
to these people telling them that they must cease to 
operate their 'buses a t  midnight. That is high- 
handed, barefaced and undemocratic. We have just 
fought a War to kill Hitler and I for one will never 
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stand in this Chamber and keep J I I ~  mouth shut d 
we are creating a lot of small dl t lers  in tbs place. 
'I'nis is a dictator1 J move; it does not smell or any 
democracy a t  all and i t  should be stopped at  once. 
No reasonable busmessmw pould countenance a thing 
like that; i t  is plain tyranny. Thousasds of dollars 
have been invested by people 111 this 'bw business, 
these people are trying to carry out their ~bllgations 
they are in debt apd suddenly it is rushed upon them 
that they must cease operations! Why were they 
iiot given six months' or  three montb '  notice before 
the concession is revoked? On the other hand, if they 
wanted to relinquish the concession they would have 
$0 give the Director six months' notice in writing and 
I repeat that the agreement should be fair on both 
sides. It is incumbent on the 'bus concessionaire to 
give the Director six months' notice in writing of his 
a l j 4 q u ~ m e n t  of the concession, but the Director 
can tell t e concessionaire, as he has told these people, 
"You must relinquish your concession by midnight." 
I say that jn the interest of the public we have got 
t , ~  bee that they get proper transport and as cheaply 
as possible and that certain requirements are carried 
out;  but  on the other hand, the powers vested in  the 
Director as set out in  tbis Schedule are too wide. 
They are such that we are calling upon the Governor 
to appoint a Committee to investigate the matter a t  
once. An absolute precedent has been set, and if 

this morning. I say that t b i ~  is high-handed, bare- 
-aced mic&lnesy in  high p l a w ;  it is putting people 
pho want to make an honest llving out of business 
aud replacing them by people who have already amass- 
ed a fortune. We need legislation to control these peo- 
ple. Not many weeks ago I said in tbis House that 
certain men have to be governed like little children 
because tbeir lust for power i greai; and uplessyou 
hsve laws to regiment them you will never get th~ngs 
gomg r ' i~ht .  I do s o t  b o w  how I would face my 
p a r h ~ o a e r s  if 1 di8 not bring tbis q8tter not osly 
to the &>ention of the Governor but also to that of 
tbe pubhc SO that  @ion of this sort should cease. 
If anybody has in  mind that  such a bare-faced, 
h i g h - b d e d  act could take place witbout my voice 
being heard, he was only dreaming or making a m&+ 
take; when people have reposed colzfidenw in me I 
will serve them even although I make enemies for  
myself. I repeat that these people have invested their 
money; tbey hase mortgqged their property so as to 
carry on this business and if the Director wanted to 
act as a human being he should have been decent 
enough to call tb,ese people and tell them: ''I am 
giving you three months' or six months' notice and if 
you do not measure up  to certain standards your 
concession will be revoked." That would have been 
more businesdilqe and I do not see that  there could 
be anything wrong with that. Even although these 

this matter is allowed to pass unnoticed, what is there I 
to prevent any 'bus company from being stopped in 
a month hence, and so on down the line until you 
get d 1  the small concessionaires out of business and 
then we haye a monopoly created? It looks to me 
that this is the beginning of a monopoly and it should 
be nipped in the bud. Suddeilly like a bolt from the 
blue these concessionaires are given notice of the 
revocation of their concession! The Director should 
have been decent enough to give these people three 
months' notice or six months' notice of the revocation 
of this concessioii, whether it was written in the 
Schedule or not. Machinery costs a lot of money : i t  
is not like a donkey-cart that you can push aside; I 
repeat that suddenly these people are told that they 
must cease to operate their 'buses. About 12 o'clock 
last night I was delving into this matter; I was so 
busy in seeing if I could get anything done about i t  
that I was unable to give Your Honour notice of 
intention to make a motion for the adjournment of 
the House. If that is going to be the attitude of the 
Director whom we hare appointed by law then we 
have to be very careful as to what powers we give to 
these people. This power can be used for good or 
for ill ;  in this case i t  has been used for ill and the 
small 'bus owner8 have the jitters now because they 
fear they will be eaten up. They fear that this is 
a move towards a monopoly, that the business will be 
carried on by one group, they will go broke and we 
will have some m o r ~  mad people down a t  Jenkins- 
ville. This thing should be stopped and the Governor 
must act a t  once; people should not be allowed to use 
their power for ill. they must act as human beings. 
There must be some amendment brought in-I intend 
bringing in one-to curtail this power. We cannot 
make autocrats of people ; we cannot allow the small 
business people to be hanged or molested or discom- 
moded or put  out of business and be replaced by big 
b~isiness. When you create monopolies you do a very 
dangerous thing. It is not to say that we have mon- 
opolies in the 'bus busineqs yet, but what makes me 
come to the conclusion that there is a movement on 
foot to create monopolies is the fact that no sooner 
than these people were given notice that their con- 
cession would cease last night, another 'bus company 
was operating on the route this morning! This thing 
was done under cover: this 'bus company knew well 
ahead to keep its 'buses ready to operate on the route 

concesrionaires might be wrong, the Director's method 
of approach in the matter has made a bad job of it. 
He gives them a matter of hours' notice and on top 
of that he sends another 'bus company to operate on 
the route on the nest morning. We cannot counte- 
nance such things. I cannot speak in  small terms 
against such action; this is setting a bad precedent 
2nd I would like those who are, in charge of this 
Department to 1~11ow that it is bad taste to the public. 
Fliblic opinion in St. Philip is thoroughly against this 
deal: the people think that i t  is a dirty one and they 
have asked me to bring i t  to the notice of the Author& 
ties. I think I have stated my case and I ask honour- 
able members to snpport me in this matter because 
i t  is not a, matter that can be passed over lightly. 
This is a case i11 which small people a re  thrust out of 
business and that will mean total loss to these people 
who have been carrying on this business. Other 
thl11.g~ being taken into account me can only ask that 
tills Colnmittee be set up  to make investigations at  
once. I had an appointmelit with the Director and 
h+ was engaged and I did not get back to see him. 
EIowever, a letter has been handed to me saying that 
negotiations are underway subject to certain condi- 
tirns and so on. I would like it to be known that the 
powers given to the Director are too wide: they are 
almost unlimited, they need revocation. They are 
top-heavy and they should be reviewed. Your hum- 
blc servant will see to it that an  amendment is brought 
in to that effect. We need to do something so as to 
prevent the smaller people from being pounced upon 
by big business. W?  want to let the Director know 
that we have not employed him as an  agent or tool 
of big business: he is there to do what is right for 
t11e population of this island in  matters of transport 
whether i t  is a rluestion of the small man in  the gutter 
07. the big man in his castle. If the Director con- 
tinues such a policy i t  will work to the detriment of 
the Department. After all, the Director is not lord 
of all; he is only a public servant and he must do 
the best for all concerned. He is supposed to rise 
abo-re certain conditions; he is supposed to be im- 
partial and unbiassed, he is not supposed to be moved 
by big business. He is supposed to represent both 
the big business man and the small business man 
alike. T think that we can safely censure him for 
what he did last night and I hope that he will never 
repeat such actioa, because i t  is something that  wiU 



make bad feelings among the population. We do not 
want advantage to be taken of anybody. If the 
Director wants anybody to respect him as such in 
this island, he must be impartial; he must rise above 
the conflict in  the street, he must rise above catering 
to big business. These small people will have to live 
up  to the regulations, but we will not allow the die- 
tator to put them out of business 011 any flimsy 
charge. They must be given notice to live u p  to cer- 
ttiin standards; they must not be called upon to lose 
whatever they have a t  a moment's notice and be 
tlirown on the unemployment list. I think I have 
said enough and I hope that the Director will take 
notice 

Mr. TALMA: I thoroughly appreciate the hon- 
ourable member's remarks, but I have not heard a 
word said as to the grounds for the action taken by 
the Director. 

Mr. GAR&EB: I do not know if the honourable 
member has taken any stimulant to prevent him from 
hearing what I said. I have a copy of the letter 
v~liich the Director wrote to the concessionaires and 
if the honourable member wants me to read i t  I will 
do SO. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think I can allow the 
honourable member to read that letter. 

Mr. GARNER: The honourable member says 
that he does not understand. 

Mr. TALMA: I would like to know the reason 
why the Director acted as  he did. 

Mr. SPEAIZER : What the honourable member 
is complaining about is that the concession has been 
revoked without any proper notice being given. 

Mr. GARNER: I am not saying anything more 
in the matter now because there are other honourable 
members who want to join in tlie debate. I think 
that honourable members should be greatly moved 
just as I have been moved because this is a matter 
which will cause some indignation. I t  is an un- 
righteous act and it would boil in anybody's breast 
as something wrong. If the honourable senior mem- 
ber for Christ Church does not understand 

Mr. TALMA: I can understand as well as any- 
body else can understand; but I want to know the 
reason why the Director has taken the action which 
h€ has taken. 

Nr. GARNER: I want to say finally that al- 
though this Address has begun to create a lot of heat, 
I hope that we will maintain our equilibi:ium and 
vote for the passing of the Address so that this small 
section of hard-working people should not be pnt out 
of business on the flimsiest of charges. I hope too 
that in fnture the Director will act as a human being 
and will realise that he should use his discretion with 
the powers which are vested in him: and that proper 
and immediate steps will be taken to implement this 
Address. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I be2 to second the motion 
for the passing of this ~ d d r e s s .  I do not think that 
either my colleague has or I have to apologize for 
taking up  the time of the House with this matter to- 
day. Even although the immediate cause of this dis- 
satisfaction might have been temporarily settled, yet 
the fact remains,that the general relatipnship between 
the Department of Highways and Transport and the 
ccmcessionaires is highly .~~nsatisfactory, and it will 
be of great advantage if the Committee of Enquiry 
asked for in  this Address is appointed and begins to 
function with the least possible delay. What are 
the facts of this particular case? The concession 
which applies to an area in  St. Philip and St. John 
was granted to the concessionaires Mr. Hinds and the 
late Mr. Lucas. Mr. Lucas died a few months ago 
and thcre has been some dissatisfaction between his 
kgal  repreqentatives and the Department with regard 

t t )  the turning over of the concession to them. So far  

l a I have been able to ascertain, on the 12th of May 
1 last the Director wrote a letter to Mr. Lucas's widow 
in  reply to one which she had written to him asking 
that the concession be turned over either to her or 
to her son or individually or to them jointly. There 
has been some legal difficulties involved in the matter 
and in  the absence of any further communication 
from the Department to Nrs. Lucas between the 12th 
of May and yeste~day afternoon, a little bcjfore 4 
o'clock, yesterday afternoon she received a communi- 
cation stating that as  a t  midnight last night the conces- 
sion would be cancelled. 1 read the communtication of 
the 12th May and i t  would not give anyone any rfason 
to believe that S L I C ~  action was even contemplated. 
But  i t  has come out of an almost clear, blu2 
sky. Imagine that there is no communication between 
the 12th of May and the 31st of May and then this 
concessionaire receives a letter stating that the con- 
cession has been revoked and that this morning at 
daylight another concessionaire would operate buses 
along the route! As the honourable junior member 
for St. Philip has pointed oat, the granting of a 
concession involves a fairly heavy expenditure of 
~ o n e y .  I speak subject to correction but I think 
that in this case the concessionaires own five buses 
and the cost of these bcses must be about $30,000. It 
ir manifestly unfair and pnreasonable, even if ther_e 
were greater reasons than those I have given, to can- 
cel a capital expenditure of $30,000 within a few hours. 
notice and expect the proprietors to sit down with 
their money tied up  in buses and think that that 
tvculd be the end of tlie matter. I t  is true that the 
D~rector has acted ~ i t h i n  the ambit of the power 
which the Legislature Iias given him; and to that 
matter I will return later. It seems to me that the 
Director did not have sufficient grounds either legally 
or morally for cancelling the concession and subject- 
ing the concessionaires to the annoyance and disad- 
vzntage which his action must have caused them. 
After all, they have to employ drivrrs, conductors and  
others contingent upon the running of buses; the 
staff is employed on a weekly basis and even although 
they stopped working yesterday they still have to be 
paid a week's wages. I should not at  all be surprised 
if we eventually find out that to some possible extent 
the Government may have to bear some of the expen- 
ses involved. These concessionaires have certain 
operational expenses and when they have been sud- 
denly told that they must cease to operate, one cer- 
tainly cannot fail to appreciate the inconvenience, 
the expense and the almost incalculable h a m  which 
has been done to them. I insinuated that to some 
extent i t  is our fanlt that the Director has such wide 
powers and I want to digress for a moment so as to 
refer to that. It will be recalled that during the 
year before last my colleagues and I were responsible 
in this House for holding up the Ilousing and Town 
snd Country Planning Bill because it sought to create 
a Director and also an Advisory Board, and i t  mould 
havr given the Dircctor the same power which the 
Director of Highways and Transport now has. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I-Ias that got anything to do 
with this Address? 

Mr. CR.AWFORD: If we are asking for the 
appointment of a Committee of Enquiry to enquire 
into the working of this Department, we should sug- 
gest the lines on which we want the enquiry to be 
carried out. One of the fundamental causes for the 
dissatisfaction which exists between the concession- 
aires and this Department is the fact that the Advi- 
scxy Board is appointed by the Governor, the Director 
has wide powers and no member of this House has 
any say in formulating the policy of the Department. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Does that affect the relations 
between the concessionaires and the Department ? 
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&Tr. CRAWFORD : It does aft'ect them most properly-constructed 'buses stand in  the garages 
precisely. befor, we passed th Uspartment of t,:wause tne owners are not perlfilYted to put  them 
rilghways anu ~ r a n ~ p o r t  6111, the House app~~ in ted  on the road while these w a f e  contraptloas a re  
the members or tne Advisory board. The honourable used and the owners do not have to apply for any 
junior member Ior dt. Lucy was a member of the , permit to use  hem. l'hese contraptions are used 
Soard; but wlleli we rellnylusheu our power and gave !, 
i t  to tne Governor llc: never appoln t~d to the J30hrd 
Q member like toe honourable Junior member for St. 
Lucy, he appointed ~ t h e r  people. 

h h .  SYhAdhfi :  'l'he nonourable member is now 
going lnto the personality of the Board. 

iYb. C E C A W P O ~ :  This 1s hlgWy 
because if the House had some of its members on 
the Board, a 10, of the grievances complained 
would not have taken place at all: and more impor- 
tant still, I am con lde te l~  and unalterably 
t'b the appointment of a Uirector with a n  A d d o r y  
.Board until such time as we have complete minister- 
ial responslbihty. When we have a Minister for 
Transport w b  formulates the policy of the Depart- 
lnent and the Director is responsible for carrying 
out that polioy, it is only then that we should have a n  
ndvisory Board. But  until such time as we have 
this compleLe ministerial respoasibility and the POW- 
er to formulate policy in  the h a n b  of the M i m s ~ e ~ ,  
it is sheer nonsense to talk about people having no 
say in the acLlual operation of the particular Board. 
Let me quote one ~ a r a g r a p h  from the Third Schedule 
to the Department of I-Iighways and Transport Act 
so as to show the exceptionally wide powers which 
we have given to the Director with the A d v e r ~ ~  
Board and without a Minister to formulate pollcy: 
The relevant paragraph says this: "This con- 

.a ~ z b .  01dy about a week ago a concwionalre 
who lives i n  D a ~ r e l l ' ~  Road came to me cornplan- 

that he had a new 'bw to be put  on the road 
and he was refused a permit for  41 days merely 
beeawe some big official at the Transport Board 
dccided to hold him up. Thai, is not fair :  after 

man spends about $6,000 so as to p u ~  a 'bus On 
the he wan& to get returns as soon: as possi- 
ble io repay the interest on borrowed capital. 1 
cannot e,ee how it require so time on 
the part of the Clerks a t  tbEl Transport Board to 
give a m m  permission to operate his 'bus. I 
lulow of other cases in which the same thing has 
happe;ned. If i t  is, a question of another Clerk 
being wanted, by all means let the Director make 
application for him: but the small concessionaires 
rightly or wrongly interpret this action as a defin- 
it, policy either to get them fed up  with theil. con- 
cessiow on the one hand, or  on Me other hand to 
make the concessiom so disadvantageous that these 
con.tzsionaires will withdraw and allow the whole 
thing to fall into the h m &  of two or  three con- 
cessionaires. IVhether that is right or wrong, 
the fact remains that the actions of the Director 
do permit of wch  an  interpretation and I hope 
that every possible effort will be taken as soon as 
possible to remedy such actions because they do 
give rise to s-icion whether i t  is justifiable or 

cession shall commence ........................ and shall re- 
main in  force unless such concession be sooner re- 
voked by the Director On account of umt i s f ac -  
tory service Or the law and 
regulations or non-compliance with the conditions 
under which the concession is granted, which 
power of revocation tbet Director expressly re- 
serves to himself". I n  other words, even although 
this ac, was high-handed and unfair, the Director 
knew that he was acting within the Power given 
him by the law. I make these remarks incidental- 
ly so as  to issue a warning to the House against 
further relinquishing O u r  Power in to 
the appointment of Directors with Advisory 
Boards until such time as there is a further 'con- 
stitntional development in  the Government of this 
conniry. This Address says that there is consid- 
erable dissatisfaction existing between the Con- 
cessionaires on the one hand and the Department 
on the other. There are several reasons for this 
dissatisfaction: for instance even in the* granting 
of permits to concessionaires for holiday excur- 
sions I would risk to say that' 90% of the con- 
eessionaires in the Country districts are disatis- 
fied with the policy of the Department- People 
who have 'buses standing in the garages after 
they have spent considerable sums of money to 
acquire and operate these' 'buses, are refused 
permits because of the existing policy of the De- 
~ a r t m e n t  with regard to granting these permits- 
That is mhv yon will find on Bank Holidays and 
&ll~da>~s all sorts of llnqafe contra~tion9 ~ f m v i n ~  
neople to 'ihe seaside and other resorts when com- 
fortable %bse? are standing in the1 garages because 
the cwners callnot  et permits to Put them on the 
road on such occasions. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  Are permits given So that  
1orrie;si can transport people lr 

Mr. CRIAWFORD: Permits are given to the 
concessionaires. On Bank-holidays and Sundays 

T~ revert to the particular case in point, 
both yesLerday afternooJl anfl early +..is morning 
1 have been endeavouring to get this matter ad- 
justed as satisfactorily as possible, and about one: 
o.clock today or shortly afterwards I was inform- 
,,l that the matter has been temporarily e t t led ,  
not finally resolved. In other words, while it is 
true to say that these concesionaires vill resume 
their concess~ons tomormw morning, further nego- 
tiations aye still going on and o;n. the outcome of 

negotiations will depend whether or not 
these concessionaires will continue to operate this 
conce,ion permanently. As far as 1 can SW, there is 
no obstacle either legal or otherwise, in the way of 
Frantinp permission to thescl people to contillue the 
concession and I do hope that we shall not have any 
cause to discus this matter publicly again. It is 
obvious that if last night the concessionaires were 
riotified that their concession had been cancelled 
a,d tomormw they are resuming the concesdon 

representations have been made to the Cov. 
ernment tSo compel it to go into the matter, thb 
inference is that even the Government is not m t i s ~  
ficd with the aption of the Director in this matter. 
Tllerefore that mope than substantiates our posi- 
tion for calling for a Committee of Enquiry to 
illvestigate the activities and the policy of this 
Department, and i t  is sincerely to be hoped that  60 
long as our constitution remains as  i t  is, some 
steps will be recommended which will modify the 
powers of the Director and a t  the same time enable 
?he elected representatives of the people have 
more v,$ce in the running of the ~ f ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ t .  I 
do not think it is n e c e e ~  for me to say anything 
more a t  this stage, but 1 Pecommend the Address 
to honourable members and solicit their support 
for its passing. I should like to gay that i t  is onlv 
a.: a result of representationq made from all sides 
that this matter has been look~ci into so quickly 
and a temporary solution arrived at; bnt the 
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over-ail issue of the general relationship between 
the concessionares and the Department is stlU at 
stake. 'lbereio're it be%love~ us to take every 
step in our power to see that the matter is finally 
resolved in the  interest of the publlc wlthout any 
delay. 

5b. S Y W O N D S :  1 want briefly to supporc 
the r e m ~ b  of the two pvevious speakers in  con- 
nection with this ma t~e r .  Wlh t  &ects the parish 
of St. Philip today will S W ~  affect the parish 0of 

St. George m d  L$e othen pal-&hes; a d  I hope 
that when this Address is passed and the Comml$- 
tee of ~~~~i~~ is set up, recommendations be 
made :o the eRect that, until we have a minister- 
ial s ,~t-up in this islaud wherL1by not only the Direc 
'Or '' Highwarn and Traosport, but 
of any De~atnlmt be com~elled to take 
advice fmm the elected r-presentative~ of the 

' people who shall then b for the work- 
ing of Dep&ment3, there shall be jome 

cation of the power which is now wielded by 
Dire~+ors of Departments to the detriment, harm 

~ r P e t u a l  annoyance of the people of this 
&land. This not only obtains in matters of trans- 
yoro but in matters of education and even now 
there is a Bill before us in which we are handing 
over to another Director our very health. I want 
themfore to support most strongly the suggestions 
made by the two speakers that in this 
transitional period the Boards must die, if necess- 
a ~ y ,  so that the new set-up should come into being. 
I say that ..here should be some compromise where- 
bg the liberties and tjhe rights of the people of 
this island, the people who have elecLed us to 
this chambdr, $hall be due consideration. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I do not want to keep back 
the H~~~~ for very long. I want to that 1 do 
not agree with this Address. The previous speaker:, 
seem to regard :his iliatter entirely from the. point 
of view of the concessionaires, but the ~i~~~~~ ha,, 
to consider the travelling and it is for their 

that all these ~~l~~ and ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ t j ~ ~ ~  have 
had to be made. Of course I will say in passing tllat 
my opinion and that of other people is that 
this matter of transport sho;ld be under the con- 
trol of the police ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ t  and not the 
control of the Director of Highways a t  all. Several 
members have already expressed the view that this 
lnatter of transport is a matter for the Police and 
not for a builder of roads. 1 am one of the unfor- 
tunate members of the Advisory Board; unfortun- 
ately I could not attend the meeting last Wediies- 
day when I believe the matter which has caused the 
'ntroductioll of this Alddre.s was discussed, 
but I know that there has been considerable trouble 
with the Blades7 Company, Mr. Lucas 
died some months ago and it was discovered that 
there had not been any company formed at all but 
i t  was just sort of agreement betweell 
Mr. Lucas and Mr. Hinds, each man having two 
'buses. They have illfringed the Regulations on sev- 
era1 occasions in respect of transporting picnic par- 
ties without having permission to do so and trans- 
porting people along t h ~  routes of other concession- 
aires. I think that they were prosecuted for that 
by the then Attorn?\- General arlcl it came out that Mr. j 
LUCAS was not responsible for Mr. Hinds and Mr. 

ourable senior member for St. Philip has said, that 
there are considerable difiiculties in this matter and 
no proper company or partnership has yet been 
formed. This supposed company does not bear a 
clean sheet as f a r  as l h o w :  they nave committql 
one or two faults and they have been warned in  the 
past. I did not know until 1 came into the House 
to-day of the decision that the concession would be 
withdrawn as from midnight last night, but I have 
been informed by the honourable senior member for 
St. J O S ~ P ~  a n  arrangement h& since been made, 
subject of course to all the legal points being put in 
order. Whether these people will be able to do that 
or not I do not know. I do not think that this Ad- 
dress is necessary; 71 am not aware of any strained 
feelings betwt en the coiicessionaires and th Depart- 
ment of Highways and Transport. I a& honourable 
members to bear in mind fiat the Director baS 
remember the large traVe,ng mmmunity whom he 
has to pmtect. The Direetor is not @ere to protect 
the 'Bus Companies, he is th re  to them a 
square deal, a d  to carry out the EPgulatioU re- 
quired for the safetLof the publie and to see that 
they ge! proper service. As regards the granting of 
permits for the transport of picnic parties, as far 
I know these permits are given very liberally and 
the Director ha,;. to protect the regular service. The 
Director would not grant a permit for the 
transport of picnic partie5 unless he was satis- 
fied that the person or company has sufficient 
buses in order to inaintain t h ~  regplar 
service as well. 1 know a Company which has a 
good many spare buses and that Company has ob- 
tained a larger number of permits in  preference 
to Othl:r Compalli's b VaCW other companies have 
not got these spare buses. I do not think that the 
Director can grant permits promiscuously. I repeat 
that I do not think that this Address is necessary: 

a" that if the member who in- 
troduced i t  went to the Director he would be only 
too willing to talk over matters with the honourable 
men'ber. As regards the question of Advisory 
Boards, it was t11 hollourable junior member for 
St- Philip who, when the Department was created, 
'aid "I do not see the good of having any Advisory 
Foard at a'''' and I that. The Director 
S there and the Advisory Board is called in a t  the 
discretion of the Director; he only calls upon the 
Roard when he wants advice. As I have already 

I not possibly attend the meeting of the 
last I cannot vote for the Pass- 

ing this 
Mr. COX: I have lktcned to those honourable 

nlelllbers who have spoken on this quesfion and in 
far the honourable members for St. Philip are 

('~"cerned, they have not really stressed the points 
"S vividly as I believe it is necessary to stress them. 
I prepared to move an amendment to this Ad- 
dress because there is a string of g~ievances existing 
betwen bus conces~ionairrs and the Department 
of Highways and Transport from the time when the 
Director came to this c0101lp and took over from his 
pf'decessors. The Director practises oppression and 
(~lscrlmlnatlon against certain people who provide 
for the transportation of the people of this colony. 

I me' have been told what the ~os i t ion  was as regards 
Lucas and Mr. Hinds, and judging from the re- 

marks of the honourable junior member for s t .  
Hinds was not responsible for Mr. Lucas. One can 
reasonably appreciate that the Director has to take 

.Tames. the Director prosecuted these people and 
failed to Roeurn a c'onviction; and b-cause of his 

all that into acronnt The iq: with whom failure to secure a conviction against these people 
is the Director dealing? I understand that Mr. I he came to the conclusion that they had not formed 
Lucas's widow has asked that her son be allowed to I an?' PP"er Company. NO proper company had been 
continue the concession and a sort of temporary ar- , f ~ r m e d  because the Director failed to secure a convie- 
rangement has been made. 1 am STIre, as the hen- tion against these people and therefore he wants to 

1 
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to fight to the last .$o as ro avoid a conviction. I will 
give any man credit for doing that. I hope that these 
small people will alway~l have intelligence and grit 
enough to fight againui any Director or Directors or 
anybody for that m&ter. Sometime this year Mr. 
H~nds arranged with the Master at the Lodge School 
to take some childreh to Briiigetown so that they 
muld go to the Aquatic Club and get a bath. Mr. 
Hinds did that job withm his regular hours;,pe did 
not break any of the Regulations. He took up the chil- 
dren on his route, brought them. to Bridgetown and 
they took a bus of the General Motor Bus Company, 
got th:?ir bath, cam? b c k ,  and Mr. Hiodd took tliW 
back to the country. He charged the regular fare 
for bringing down the children, he did not charge 
them $50 or $100; h C  beeawe f ie  General Motor 
Bus Company was no€ given the charter as was cus- 
tomary, the Dirdcbr, dhknm t6 the very man, 
gave the General Mbtor B& (Jodpsny p&n%doh 
to paint the sign boaras, T l a d e s  Hill," and so on. 
I was in St. Phifip ahd $t. Johti tHis morning. The 
General Motor ~ u $ k s  metit up withl the sign boards 
marked "Private" but the sign boards marked 
"Blades Hill" and so forth had been painted two 
oi three months ago: I have hdd the uhhappy privi- 
lege of dealing d t l i  a case ivliere s~metinie in 294G 
a concession was tU8)ii &ay froth & poor woman 
who has no othef ihc6tn~ €h& that obtained from 
operating that concession. The woman is Mrs. 
Weatherhead who is the eoiicessionaire for the Brit- 
tom Hill roate. As a rbs~l t  of some contention between 
her and the CGef Inspector of the Department, the 
route was t&ea from her and efiven to the. Genersrl 
Motor Bus Company. The thed honourable senior 
member for the City and I took up the matter and 
we got back the ~oncmion for Mrs. Weatherhead. 
Only recently this concessionaire was given the right 
to recondition a bus and the Director waited until 
the bus had beed r8oohditioned zihd then wrote to 
say : "You will not be dowed to put thht bus on the 
road." Again I hitd t6 t&e ~rp this matter; I had 
to take the concessionaife Cd Government House, 
discuss the matter with the th& Acting Governor 
and there was another flght in dtder to get the bus 
put on the road again. The whole of the Christmas 
season went by an8 rhzre \;;a.. a bu% standing idle 
although it was ifi pelrfect order having been just 
reconditioned. Quite recently Messrs. Green and 
Murray were Held up. What hap$ened? Their 
concession was taken from them and the National 
'Bus Company, the only, Company which had spare 
b~rses at the time, wds asked whethe* it coald carry 
on meanwhile. This Company carried on the con- 
cession bnt when it came to the actual granting of 
the concession, it was granted to the Leeward Motor 
Bus Company which is owned by the Big Six. These 
things will show that it is tBb ifffenfiofi of the Di- 
rector to rob small conc~ssionair~ out of his 
route. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the honour- 
able member shodd say that. 

Mr. COX: All right, Sir. Mr. Green has been 
running his bus along the Sturges route for yeare 
and he suffered; became we know that before this 
system of tfanspofi came into being people ran 
buses and lost their properties because the business 
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did not pay. 
Mr. SPEARER: The whole point now is 

whether the Director of H'qhways and Transporl 

wipe them out. The L)irLctor should know that, 
aiter all, it pays people to represent themselves; a 
man who has been taken to Court has every right 

has acted unreasonably in this particular case. 
Mr. COX: I am moving an amendment whicF 

reads as follows :- 

Tke H ~ s i k - q f  &sernhly 
, To 

His B s o e l h c j  the Goverlzor. 

(1) This HOW draws to Your ExcellCncy7s 
attention tbQ fact that a Cornpally was givea notice 
at 3.30 p.m. on Map 31st of. the revocation of its 
concession at midnight of the same date on the 
ground of unqatisfactory service. 

(2) This House has been informed that the 
concessionaire referred to was never given the op- 
portunity even to know the nature of the charge 
against it or to defend itself against such allegations 
as may have been made respecting its operations. 

(3) The House takes a &xious view of the above 
circumdtanees arid respectfully requests Your EX- 
cellency to appoint a Cornmission or &Her investi- 
gating Body to enquire into the working of the De- 
partment. 

(4) The House ie; fththa informed that there 
is considerable ~ ~ ~ t i o k i  8 m o p ~  bus owners 
with the operation of the bepartment. 

That amenameut WIU glvc a intle wider scope than 
the &d&e& which has been introduced by th- honour- 
able junior memb~r for St. Ph~lip. Judging from the 
activity &id from ~$i&ic%B exptedsions which 
have beeh made on mt&ii;P o & ~ ' & -  f l O t  by mem- 

" Can beis of this Bowt but the public as a whole, on, 
eslsily see that the D.rector is definitely a tyrant. 
One can see that it i$ his desire to force these small 
people out of business. In thi$.case we have to take 
into consideratioir t l l Y  fW tH&t bnly kec&itly,these 
$eofifh: #ere W prO-bide four riew imi& and 
doubtless they must owe omehdy for some part of "k these unjts; H&5a& &e ifhcilh'-&bie genior niember 
for St. Philip mehtioded just nirw that the$& buses 
cost about $30,000. The& $e&le complied with the 
requirements of the DeparthBnt, the bus& have 
been inspected and the cdce6sionaires were only 
awaiting the granting of the Licellce to opetate them 
and yesterday afterndoh about 3.30 o'clock the Di- 
rector sent a messenger with a piece of @per to the 
Bus Stand and told these gentlemen: "Your con- 
cessioh is terminated to-night at  12 o'clock." He 
d d not even have thq decenoy to post a letter to 
these gentlemeb. I wow of nothing *ore wicked 
or despicable than da t .  That is just like a man 
rynning out of the stabbing you and running 
back th?ough the canes. There could not be any- 
thing more vicious than that. After all, these peo- 
ple have put their brains together so as to help 
themselves and they have oivel? the public satisfac- 
tion for between 18 and 25 years. People entrust 
their children to thed, they ow the ,people and 
now they have 6eea giv.eexl this by the Director! 
After all, Mr. Lricgs and Mr. Rinds are not the Di- 
rector's yard b'oy to prihazfl he codd itiy : "I am fin- 
ished with you this afterhpon." This is a civilised 
community and if the Director ig pot civilised we 
will have to ask SeePetary 6f State to appoint 
him in one of the unciqilised places: we cannot af- 
ford in this civilised cottntry to have a man to come 
in and cause so m&ch oshfusion. The honourable 
junior member for St. Jamlfs mentioned that it is a 
question of the convenience of the travelling public 
and that is why the Di#eot6~ s h l d  discharge his 
duties with as little p'ptiality posshle. You 
should have seen the ag6ny on t%e 'faces of -t%ese 
neople %hen they were told that they wouId not be 
allowed to operate their buses on a route on which 
thev were operating tkem for so long. I hope that 
we have not got too mZZfiy people of the mentality 
of the Director in this island or even in the world 
I am asking this QoVemni.ent to take steps to remedv 
these evils bakause if tBey 6n as they are car- 
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rying on in  this Department, the passion of the Peo- 
pJel will riser one o i  these days. The Director is a 
man known to maBY people to-day-1 Put it as p l an -  
ly  as pwslble-as a negro hater and he has an  As- 
~is tan t ,  the Chief hspecbor, who bears the same name. 
Th.ey have shown it on many occasions and every 
honourable member like me knows that what I am 
saying is true. They intend to give passive resist- 
ance to members of the House. They say: "Don't 
mind the people 111 the hoube, we ar-  going to do 
as we like." The honourable senior member for St. 
Philip spoke about ministerial status and said that 
until we have this set-up we must do this and thai 
and he also spoke Fibout Advisory Boards; but I 
hope that the public will understand the difference 
between Advisory and Statutory Boards. The Di- 
rector need not take any  advice from the Advisory 
Board; the Board can tell him whatever they care 
to tell him, and when they are finished he calmly 
says: "That is your point but I am the Director 
and this is my point." The House can appoint an 
Advisory Board or not; the Board has no power 
whatsoever to male €ne Director fofiow their advice. 
We are aiming a t  a ministerial set-up; let us there- 
fore get together and make t h k  present experiment 
a success. I say here and now that attempts are 
being made to cut off the small concessionaires one 
by olle until they are all gone. I would like to see 
those of us who claim to be representatives of labour 
to represent labour not by lip-service, not by mis- 
leading people and trying to force them back into 
slavery, but by joining together- 

Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable member is 
debating something else now. 

Mr. COX: I was only saying that we should 
unite and fight against the evil forces. I would re- 
peat that a wicked and malicious act has been dor:e 
to these concessionaires. From what I can gather. 
i t  would appear that there are only two Bus Corn- 
panics who make no-mistakes whatsoever-the GAG- 
era1 Motor B m  Company and the Zleeward Motor 
Bus Company. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This Address states that 
them is general dissatrisfaction on the part  of conces- 
sionaires. 

Mr. COX: The honourable mover of the pass 
ing of the Address is not referring either to the 
General Motor Bus Company or the Leeward Motor 
Bus Company. I know as a fact that  the honourable 
member is really referring to the small concession- 
aire because, as has been pointed out, even in the 
granting of permits for transporting people on ex- 
cursiolls you will find at  times that certain conces- 
sionsires are not giveh permits. I do not feel that 
the honourable member has gone f a r  enough in th's 
Address; I feel that it should be set out in the Acl- 
dress that we would like to have thisDirector trans- 
ferred somewhere eIse. It is clear that he is not 
prepared to co-operate with the people of this colony. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This Address does not g;, 
as  far  as that. 

Mr. COX : I have maae an  amendment. 
Mr. SPEAKER: I t  has not yet been seconded. 

This Address only asks that a Committee. be ap- 
poinieci to enquire into the working of the Depart- 
ment and make recommendations. 

Nr. COX: The Government has heard some 
of the facts in relation to this Department. All the 
facts h a w  not been revealed and perhaps i t  is not 
neceasarr t o  reveal t h m  all;  but I say that now some 
of the facts hzve been revealed I am hoping that a 
Corniaittee will be immediately set up  and that it 
will go into the whole question of the working of 
thjq Departnlent not Inerely in relation to tr2nsport 
but also in relation to the highways. I hope that a 
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strong Committee will be appointed and that some- 
thing will be done to relieve the unhappy state of 
affairs which exlsts in this colony. The Direator 
has treated these people unfairly; I do not think 
that anyone else would have done that  because or- 
dinary decency and morality would lead anyone to 
give his servant a decent notice, let aIone people 
who are paying, because without these people there 
would not be any need for  a Director of Transport. 
1 feel that the Director s h o a  have been decent; 
if anything was wrong he, should have called up 
these gentlemen,-allowed them to give evidence 
and state their case-and give them a proper notice. 
If an  allegation has been made against people, they 
must be given the right to defend their case; but at  
3.30 o'clock yesterday afternoon a messenger is 
sent to tell these people who have been operating 
buses on this route for  between 18 and 25 years, "L 
do not require you any longer!" I say that those 

days are gone. These people are no, the Director's 
servants; they are his masters and I repeat that they 
should have been treated with decency. 

Mr. DOWDING: I must profess amazemel~t 
at the vast knowledge of the last speaker as to the 
General Motor Bus Company. With those remarks 
I shall ignore what he has said. I am not in agree- 
ment wholly with either the Addre?,% or thc amend- 
ment. I think that if me passed a n  Address to H k  
Excellency asking for t l e  appointment of a Com- 
mission to enquire into the mentality of those who 
gave one man so much power, that would be much 
more to the point. (Lauzhter). This one man is 
completely a dictator in his sphere. I am not say- 
ing that the present incumbent of the post acts as 
such or that he does not act as such, but i t  is wrong 
for any one man to be given this power. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I have already said, that 
is not the question tiefore the House; all we are de- 
bating is this Address relative to the setting np of a 
Committee to enquire into the work in^ of the De- 
partment and to make recommendations. me, can- 
not now question the power of the Director. 

Mr. DOWDING: I am hoping that when we 
have got a little further we m? be able to make an 
amendment to the Address. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All I am asging is that the 
debate be kept to the question of dissatisfaction on 
the part of concessionaires. 

Mr. DOWDINC: I shall t ry  to do what 'Your 
Honour has asked. I do not agree that all conces- 
sionaires are dissatisfied with the pro$-ent situation. 
Personally, I think that before this House passes an 
Address of this sort it should de3nitely know the 
facts on both sides. And this Rouse does not know 
if all Coneessionaires are dissatisfies. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I bate to interrupt the hon- 
ourable member, but  this Address does not  say m. 
I t  says that there is general! dissatisfaction on the 
part of conc-ssionaires. 

Mr. SPEA!KER: The di~at isfact ion is not un- 
iversal but it is gene~al. 

Mr. CRAWPORD : One or two conce'ssionaires a r  3 

satisfied. 
Mr. DOWDING: I do not think that all con- 

cessionair-s are disqatiqfied. I f-el that the action taken 
in this instance n e c - d a t e s  some kind of review; 
to ~ i v e  notice to anv individual, company or  other- 
wise to twminate a conression only 24 hours or less 
than that is somethina d ' c h  i;. nv,ite h-vend m v  imac- 
ination. I am h o n i n ~  that the honourabl- mov-r of th. 
pasqin~ of this Addrow ~ n d  those who snnnort i t  will 
streqq their dicsatiefactio:. in a wqV other thaV a 
p3neral l\-ax-, and  h17 FO dCrnw hrinw to the notic3 
of noveyq that he that i t  is not t o  pllt 
so nlurh Polvcr ill th-  hands of one man. 



Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I do not intend to be 
as lengthy in speaking as some honourable members 
have be:n in connection with this question; I do not 
think that that 1s necessary. I should just like to draw 
to the attention of the liousiei what can easily hap- 
pen in  m y  country if prople are not alc~rt and aware 
of the actions of others. To my the least of it, no 
man with any social conscience or sense of justice, 
even with the rzason given for the nothe of %he 
oessation of the wna:ssion, could agree that the 
right thing was done. It shows a lack of human feeling, 
elementary psy~hology and common deeacy. For 
an individaul to de'cide that he has power, that some- 
thing is wrong and he has not wt that amount of 
common courtesy as to call a person and make him 
understand what the position is, but to give him a 
notice at half-past three terminating his concession 
a t  mid-night - that is only a relic of the fendal 
tiines which honourable members should be awaro 
that some people in this community are. willing 
to perpetuate. I hope that this discussion this 
afternoon will bring cctrtain honourable m ~ n b e r s  
to their real senws in this hour of grace and let them 
see that this is only a examplet of what can happen. 
If we look back we will see that certain pleople have 
been ~ersistently troubled with their buses while 
others have not been. so troubled. h the honourable 
senior mtember for St. Qeorge has said all conces- 
sionaircs could not be dIissatisEed; obviously the 
concessionaires in respect of the Leeward and the Gen- 
era1 Motor Bus Companies are satisfied 'because there 
are those in this island whose influenoe and affluence 
mean much in the conduct of ~ r t a i n  people! It is 
for that rrason that when Iis done to 

people who received notice yesterday &ernoon that 
that their concession would cease a t  mlidnight last 
night. The honourable junior member for St. 
James has said that the Director has to think of the 
travelling public; we must think about the traveU- 
ing public but we must dso think of the conces- 
sionaires because they have to operate for the conveni- 
ence of tha publilo m this matter of $ransport. We 
have no Public Utility Board to deal with transport 
and, i t  must be realised that some of these people had 
a hard ;time in keeping their busras on the road. 1 
feel that wuile th:re might have been some short- 
coming on the part of those concessionaires 
they have not committed such an atrocious 
crime that would justify the treatment that 
was meted out to them yeaterday afternoon. I agree 
with this Add~ess;  I agree that the matter should 
be brought to the notioe of the Administration 'be- 
cam3 there \is an alarming amount of misinformation 
as to who is responsible for mattem such as these. 
The public must realise that the representatives of 
the people in this House could not have prevented 
what took place ; i t  was done by the civil administra- 
tion. Now that we know something about it, it 
falls within our ambit to correct a grave injustiot: 
which one with a social conscience and a seme of 
elementary justice could not have committed. 

Mr. BRANCKER : This Address is particularly 
welcome and I thiuk that it is as well that 
I begin by referring to certain observations 
which have #been made by honourable mem- 
bers on the opposite side of the H ~ ~ ~ ~ .  ~h~ honourable 
junior member for St. James hasl pointed out that I the Director's duty, or what he should regard as h* 

th.e poor and s?emingly defencekm people You will 
find it difficui't to dr:fend them. We arc glad 
that despite the arrlogance of some honourable mem- 
bers th3rr are certain things on which we cannot 
bn divided. This is one of them. I,t shows clearly 
whenever there is a grave injustlie? done to the Poor 
people who will defend t h f n  and who cannot take 
shelter. These concesionaires must thank their stars 
thah there arr, people in this A ~ m b l y  who cannot 
hide or do likp the ostrich. I take this OPPor- 
tunity of letting honourable1 members s0e that 
certain will have to be silent on a matter like 
this or talk with our tongue in our cheek. As to 
the question of too much power being given to peoplt', 
I say do not "let us Fvxcuse ourselves because *be Di- 
rector has been given this power; he rmst have some 
power but i t  is a m a t t e ~  as to how he uses that power, 
There must be some devee or sense of proportion in 
the use of pbwer. Parents have jurisdiction over their 
children, but some cruel parents carry that jurisdic- 
tion too far and they are carried into the law Courts, 
but it would b: futile or ludicrous to Say that You 
are not diving any power to t h ~  Head of a Depart- 
ment. I have no grouse about giving power to 
any individual but it is a question as to how he 
uses that power. I should like to point out that I am 
not accusing the Director of any particular actlion 
for any particular purpose because, unfortunately, 
I do not b o w  s d c i e n t  of this individual's history 
to be able to give an accurata account of it, but 1 
do know from the facts of rthis case that there 5s 
nothing to jUptify the action tA,,n by ,.he areetor. 
we have to stop the action of people who can rPtalia& 
and hit back at the and the def@nceless That 
is what has brough* me to my feet because there are 
still thoss who will not mind an (injustice being done 
to other people but when the slightest thing happens 
to them they to bring d o n  the wrath of the 
Almighty upon p-ople. Think of the,  light of these 

,juty, is to protect the large travelling but 
his llotion of protecting the large travelling: public 
strikes one as peculiar. we are told how 
it  is to travel by motor lorry; time and again 'bus 
owners seek to obtain permits in order to transport 
e x ~ u ~ ~ ~ o l l  parties and they have been refused except 
in the case of two Companies. This Address deals 
with the general difisatisfaction on the part of con- 
cessionaires with regard to the general operational 
policy of the Department of Highways and Transport 
and I ay that the general onerational policy of this 
Department in so far  as the granting of permits is 
concerned is to put every possible difficulty in the 
way of certain bus owners and to make the matter 
as easy possible for two Companies who stbem to 
be always in the good graces of this particular Depart- 
ment. I have my information from a good source. 
Possibly the dissatisfaction is not universal but it is 
general in that there are only two Bus Companies who 
are not dkt is f ied .  I cap prove that to the hilt. 
All of the other concessionaires are completely dis- 
g-usted because they feel that the operational policy of 
the Department is to try to put them out of businesd 
so that these two Companies will be able to operate on 
all routes. 

Mr. SPEA'IZER: I think we should have evi- 
dence that that is so. 

*. The Addrw refers the 
general dissatisfaction on the part of concessionaires 
with regard to the general operational policy of the 
Department and I say that this diIssatisfaction exists 
1" the ca*e of all the ~ o n c d o n a i r e s  except in the 
case of two Companies, and the reason for the dis- 
tatisfaetion is that they feel that the policy of the 
D~~~~~~~~~ is to get them out of business. 

Mr. SPEAKER: People think and feel certain 
things but I do not think that that sort of arwment 
should be used. 
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iur. Ml6ANCK&J&: It is a matter for honour- 
able membem to how much or how hctle welgnt 
LllaY attach to ~ t ;  buc 1 have oDtrulleu she views 01 
t ~ l e  concassonalres wicn toe exception of Lwo born- 
parties and eacn one oi tnem tells me that ne Ieels t h a ~  
Lne intention of the Uepartlnent LS to run him out oL 
$b=lness. iinybody can prove that by tnqurm8 
oi these coilcesslonaires. l'here is ~lomplete ullan- 
i m i g  of opinion among the concessionalres h a t  they 
have not got too long to l h t  if the present policy of 
the Oepartment is allowed to continue. The honour- 
able junior member for SL. James has sad that per- 
mits are given very liberally; well, l agree with that 
statement, in respect of two Companies but they are 
given extremely 8paringly in the case of other con- 
ce&onaires. 1 think the honourable senior member 
for the City was very actlve in  gettlng permits granted 
to small concesisionaireg for  the transport of excursion 
parties on one occasion. These concessionaires had 
buses to spare and it was not until gesticulations 
were made that the permits were granted. The buses 
were needed for the travelling public. 1 will say 
that I do not intend to speak continually in this 
House in respect of matters relating to this Depart- 
ment and do nothing more; on the next occasion I 
will introduce an  Address to be transmitted to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies asking that we 
get rid of the Head of this Department, because I 
feel that that is the only way in which we will be able 
to handle this situation. W!e are now trying to obtain 
ministerial responsibility a.nd meanwhile 1 submit 

wonderb if: the policy of the Department to protec~ 
tne public or to nunt down the small conwsslonares, 
I t  is kelt that  he transport of people on excurkons 
1s inore than what the *mall concesslonaires shoulu 
have aud that the more the big Companies have, thz, 
more they must get. Someone has =sued  me that 
he has seen represeiltatives of the LWO big Companies 
hlling up their own permits, and other people cannot 
gei permits even when they have bus& which they 
can spare, bus@ which are not in use in so f a r  as  he 
operation of their concession is concprned. The 
operational policy of the Department is weeding out 
the small concessionairas; the Hillaby route has been 
taken away from those who had been operating  here, 
Mrs. Weatherhead was out-manoeuvred and a lot of 
us had to expend a lot of energy in seeing that she 
got back hex concession. As regards the Hillaby rout? 
a certain Company was allowed to operate there, but 
the concession was eventually given to another Com- 
pany. That is the operational policy of this Depart- 
ment. I think that this Address hais everything tcr 
commend i t  and I am sure that the travelling public 
will welcome it. We are bringing to the notice of 
the Government that all is not well with the running 
of this Department. I feel that the present opera- 
tional policy of the Department is to make things 
difficult and uncomfortable for the small people. 
The ultimatum given to the Blades Hill Bus Company 
to give up t,hheir concession was 84 hours and even 
Hitler in his ultimatum to Poland and Czechoslovakia 
gave a longer period. That treatment of these peo- 

that in the operational policy of this Department we ple ill befib the Head of a Department. Hjs method 
must not be subjected to the whims and caprice8 of I of running this Department is something which we 
the Director; he must be told by the members of the 
Executive Committee what policy he must follow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the matter of this 
dddate. l 

Mr. BRANCKE,R: One of the reasons why there 
is much dissatisfaction on the part of concession- 
aims with regard to the operational policy of this 
a p a r t m e n t  is because the policy is apparently not 
comiqz from the &linkter in charge of matters relat- 
ing to the Department, but from the autocrat, the 
tyrant, the dictator or whatever one likes to call the 
penson who has the misfortune to be the Head of 
this Department. The honourable senior member for 
St. Michael has referred to the fact that this par- 
ticular Company which has brought this matter to a 
head, had been prosecuted and no conviction was secur- 
ed against the person9 involved. The Head of this 
Department has proseauted these people and having 
lost the case against them, he exercised his power 
otherwise. I know of another instance in which the 
Department had lost a case and the concession air(^ 

asked to bring in  his concesiiion to be altered. 
I know that a concessionaire was prosecuted at  th-: 
instance of the Department for charging a fare diff- 
erent from that allowed by the concession and he won 
his case. The conoession was about to expire and 
that concessionaire was asked to bring in his conces- 
sion to be altered in accordance with what the Direc- 
tor wanted the fare schedule to be. A new conce3sion 
i v a ~  provided in accordance with what the Director 
wanted; but the matter was not allowed when 
i t  came before the two experienced Judges 
of the Assistant court of Appeal. Referring again 
to this matter of protecting the travelling public. I 
know that a bus operating along a certain route broke 

cannot tolerate and hoilourable members should not 
hesitate to support the reaall of the Director if h e  
does not alter his present policy. (Cheers). 

Mr. SMITH: I do not want to be long in  deal- 
ing with this matter. I want to draw to the attention 
of honourable members some of the hard and fast 
rules that are being carried out by this Department. 
The honourable junior member for St. James-I am 
sorr37 that he is not in his seat-has said that the 
Director is there to protect the travelling public; 
but imagine that if a coilcessionaire wants a permit 
to transport the travelling public he has to ~zive 
seven days' notice in writing before the Director or 
his Clerk can consider granting that permit!. There 
are people in the country-it ha3 happened in St. 
Joseph-who would like to attend funerals in  parishes 
outside that in which they live ; thry are not in  a pocsi- 
tion to hire motor cars, they have to hire buses and 
get them filled so that they can attend these funerals 
cheaply. But  the bus concessionaires are'denied per- 
mits for taking people to funerals! That is one of 
the hardships from which people in the country are 
suffering. I am sure that honourable members will 
agree with me that there are many poor people in 
this island; there are more poor people in the island 
than there are rich people and i t  i., not every person 
who can hire a motor car to attend a funeral. 

Mr. SPEAKER,: The honourable member can- 
not blame the Director for that. 

Mr. SMITH: Well, I am sorry for those mem- 
bers who made such rules. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. T~ucy has told me that that is not the 
oase. 

I 
Mr. SMITH: Otherwise T would m y  that thev 

down and a concmionaire operating on another have no right warming seats in  this House. People 
route was asked to put a spare bus on the route so have been called apon to scrape the paint off their 
as to protect the travellinr~ public; that concessionaire busrs and paint them a f r ~ s h  so as to $ease the Director 
did so and he waq prosecuted because he did not  et 
the time to go to the Department and ask for a permit 
which might or might not have been granted. One 

Paint is very expensive nowadays and som)e of the con- 
cesqionaires cannot even paint their houses. I had 

soft spot in my heart for the Direetor but it seemy 



to sle that he is hardening i ~ .  Some people 111 bt. 
~ o s e p n  had an outing; the Dw coneesmnitlres m tne 
parish had thelr buses locked m the garages ancl the 
General Motor Bus Company did the job oi trans- 
portmg the people! The people of St. Jaseph wanted 
to go to t& new Park;  buses from St. Wchael took 
them there and the buses m St. Joseph were standing 
idle ! These rules which are being carried out by 
the Direclor are no good. The concesionaires have 
to give hun seven days' notice so as to o b h m  a Per- 
mit and yet they are, being thrown out of lbusinesls. 
If 1 am dismissing any one of my servants I have to 
give that servant proper no~ice but these concession- 
aires have not been treated like ordinary human 
bfmgs. I am ashamed to sce how the Dimctor or  who 
ever JS responsible in this matter has treated these con- 
eessionaires. I n  this matt,r of transport I think the 
travt-lling pub1.c should be given more consideration. 
If a permit is given for the transportiation of people 
by twb ''buses and there are four 'bus loads, when 
those two 'buses are filled the people who remain over 
have to go back to their homes; because the, 'bus@ 
cannot return for thrm. The 'bus% have to 
wait for the people whom they carried until 
afternoon but  the people who own motor cAars 
can travel about as they like. People want 
transportation by 'bus, they do not like to 
travel by motor lorry and I think that someihing 
more should be done for the poor people in this con- 
~lection. Another thing is this; imagine your being 
told that you must, dump your machine when there 
is nothing wrong with i t !  Perhaps it is working 
better than a new one would work, but YOU m u d  set  
a new one on the orders of people who have (he 
authority to tell you to do so. And a unit costs about 
$3,000. If these concessioilaires had cut off the Direc- 
torTs head i t  would have been his olwn faul t ;  I do 
not think that they could close their eyes last night. 
To take away a man's bread and butter so suddenly- 
is no small nmtter and what would have happened if 
these people did not have representatives to lake LIP 
the matter? Perhaps we might have heard of an- 
other murder this morning. (I~aughter ) . 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I aqk the honourable melllber 
to deal with this Address. 

Mr. SMITH : You must pardon me, Mr. speaker. 
I can only say that the Directqr wants to get rid 
of the small fellows. Iniagine a inan havillg two 
spare 'buses in the learage and he is not a l l~wed 
to transport people to the Sporis! The Director 
or whoever iq responsibl~ is eliconragint? people 
to commit murder because a vexed man will 
do anything. All the things T have mentioned 
are happening today. I think that the Director 
should be a little mat-e lenient towards these small 

the Director entirely merited the observations made 
by honourable members in this debate and I say that 
the Government must consider the entire system 
by which public utilities are being run in  this 
colopy. A lot has been said of the termination of 
the concession which was granted to these small con- 
cessionaires. I n  this oonnection complaints, were 
made that the service was not being run  properly; 
the concessionaires could not get together and run 
the service efficiently and therefore the concession 
was terminated. 

Mr.  SPEAKER: This Addre- is asking for a n  
enquiry into the working of this Department. 

Mr. MAPP: A monopoly is being extended to 
two 'Bus Companies and that is tha result of too much 
power having been placed in  the hands of one man. 
1 hold no brief for the small concesionaires; if they 
cannot ~ u n  the services properly they must give them 
up because we must consider the travelling public; 
but I am branding the Direator in this instance be- 
came of the manner in  which he gave these concess- 
ionaires notice of the revocation of their concession. 
It was a wrong thing to do and the Director must 
be heavily censured by a responsible Body such as 
this House. I repeat that a monopoly iis being ex- 
lended to the big interests and therefore this Gov- 
ernment should act quickly and prevent this system 
from coming into operation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do not let us discuss that. 
Mr. MAPP : The% concession air^ were warned 

that they must give e a i e n t  service and then they 
were given notice abruptly of the revocatipn of their 
collcession. The concession was extended to a big 
firm and ~hese  poor people_have been thrown out of 
businass. The manner in which these poor people 
have been treated indeed called for  the severe censure 
which has come forth from House this afternoon 
and, I do not think that i t  would se rv ,~  any useful 
purpase to carry on with that part of the discussion 
any furthm. I would appeal to the honourable 
mover of the passing of the Address to incorporate 
in  i t  the first part  of the amendment proposed by 
the honourable senior member for  St. Michael. Let us 
protest agaimt the specific action taken by the Direc- 
tor on this occasion: i t  is something which calls for 
protest in this House. I appeal to the honourable 
junior member for St.  Philip to let us have a corn- 
prehensive Adclress and avoid having two motions 
before the Hbuse. I think that we have been justified 
in on]-  strictures this afternoon and I should like to 
point ont that i t  should not appear that we are unduly 
censuring the Director of Highways and Transport 
and not the administrative set-up which should be 
changed so as to prevent all these happenings. I 
do not think that we should let i t  appe&r that we 

people and I &ay that when pressure is brought to 
bear upon a man he will scream. When we pass 
legislation and have somebody to whom an appeal can 
be made and before whom evidence can be given on 
both sides. then and only then will thlese Directors 
t ry  to do what is rio-ht. 

Mr. MAPP: Thiq matter has been discussed 
for almost the whole afternoon and there is no hen- 
oura%le member who mould say that the matter is 
not a serious one. Tf  all the accusations which have 
been made against the Head of the l 3 e ~ a r t m ~ n t  of 
Hj,rrhways and Transport are true, and the evklence 
produced by honourable member*? point to the truth 
of the accusationcl, then T say that he should not bn 
fhnrp ~ M I  longer. Certainly the manner in which 
these small roncessionajres were given notice of the 
termination of their   on cession is, to sav the le;lq+ 
of it, an disrepa~d for elementary illstice and 
a chocking infringement of official discretion to Fav 
nothing of manners. Prom that point of view 

hold any brief for people who do not carry on their 
work properly b ~ ~ t  we will ask the Sewetary of State 
for the Colonies to recall the Head of any Depart- 
ment who is not acting properly. Apart froa the 
case before us there is the case of one Company being 
asked to operate a concession temporarily but when 
it came to the question of granting the concession, 
i t  was not awarded to the Company which was asked 
to carry on but to another Company. A11 that points 
to the erelation of a monopoly by two 'Bus Companies 
in this country. I repeat that the conduct of the 
Director which has caused this Address to be intro- 
duced calls for the severest censure. I feel sure 
that the Government will take a serious note, of the 
matter and will bring about such chadges in this 
Department as will secure what i,s beyt in the interest 
of $L1 concerned. 

Dr. WILSON: Mr. Spc~aker,-It seems to me, in  
the matter of theso roncessionairas, tha* there must 
be serious offences committed by thwe men against 
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thc highway community before they can be deprived 
of their privileges. W hen one considers the capital 
invesbed m buses, it becomes all the harder for these 
men who have been given short notice without any 
charge made against them which they can answer. The 
law, Sir, can never countenance such arbitrary meth- 
ods in a British community. I feel, Sir, this going 
too far. 

Mr. MOTTLE,Y : Mr. Speaker,-To begin with, 
I say that anyon. with any intrrest in public affaii-s, 
after hearing this debate, must come) to the conclusion 
that the, action of the Oilrector of Highways and 
Transport is very unbecoming. I feel, Sir, that 
if ever a debate in this House has shown clearly the 
necessity for the appointment as soon as possiblf 
of a Pubflic Utility Board lit is this debate to-day; 
i t  is a pointer too, that dictatorship will not be tolerat- 
ed. The Address of the Junior me-mber for St. Philip 
will have my support. I am going to support 
it because I am satisfied that a lot of $he statements 
which me have: heard an? statements of facts. I have 
had complaints .made to m- by bus conctssionaires 
but as the junior member for St. Thomas has said, 
this ias not so much a matter of the concessionaires 
as i t  is of the general public. I have been trying really 
hard to convince mys.?lf that the, regulations under 
which this notice was issued wer? really drawn or 
thought of by anybody seriously. I wonder - 
I think I  ha^,^ said this already - if, Mr. ,Speaker, 
the person responsible for these regulations realized 
that he was mera13, deleting the word "Board", 
so to speak, and inser'ting the word "Director", 
thereby leaving all tho power in one man's hamds 
to do as he likes ; that, surely Mr. Speaker, is something 
we cannot tolerate to-day. These regulations, as 
they ex'ist to-day, leavc- the Director of Highways 
and Transport with power pleaipobentiary. Th:- 
Director of Highways and Transport, even if he 
wanted to do otherwise, is left with such absolute 
power that he could hardly act differently. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think win should debate 
the powur which th? Director has, though we can 
d-,bate the question as to how h~ exercises that power. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Yes, Mr. Speaker, that is 
the argument of th$e senior member for St. Peter, 
namely, that evcn if you allow his power to remain 
in the regulations, thFl question would be how he 
uscs that power. But  that is all right fin theory, 
Mr. Speaker, not in  practiec,. If' you allow a human 
being to know ithat he has powers such as t h ~  
Director of Highways and Transport has, h.1 is 
bound to use them, at  some time or other, to thzt de- 
triment of other people; he callnot hrlp it. I am 
afraid that in many imtances that is the case with this 
Di~rctor .  Now, Mr. Speaker, I am hoping that one 
&atemcat which I have hearcl will bet corrected b -  
cause it is an allegation which, if proved to be correct, 
is a w r y  serious one. It 6s true that i t  has been 
brought home to us that only ymterday notice was 
received by this concessionaire relative to the can- 
celling of his conoession. That is a very wicked act 
and I belteve that, on refleotion, the person respon- 
pible is Cound to regret that such a step 
was taken. But  what I cannot get over is 
tha statement by  the senior membcr for St. Micharl 
that eveqone knows that other signs wer? prinbed 
two months ago for the Blades Hill route, which im- 
plies that arrangement8 were made by the Directo~ 
of Highways and Transport for the taking away of 
the concession and for giving it to the General Motor 
Omnibus Company. 1 hate to believe it. 1 do not know 
if i t  is true and if the honourabl'et maunber respon5i- 
ble for the Department cannot tell u s  something 
about lit, then it is a very serious matter. I say this : 

any man in the position of thcel Director of Highways 
and Transport who would attempt to do  a thing or" 
that sort should bbe removed from office immediately. 
I: am saying that that is a serious charge. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We are ~ower lem to do any- 
thing in the, matter and even if we were not, would 
not the House be taking upon itself to do something 
which i t  is asking that a Committee be appointed 
to do T 

Mr. AIOTTUEY: When gtatements of that 
nature are, made they should be taken seriously 
and that is a serious statement which has b ~ e i l  
made on the floor of this Hous?. I f  I sit  here and 
h'ear a responsible member make, a statement like 
that, i t  influences my vote one way or  the other and 
if I really be1i:ved it I would stand hera and say 
some strong things against this D~zpartment.. I 
really do not belileve it. I cannot belifive i t  be- 
caus: i t  would be corruption on the part of this 
Department. The corr2spondena2 between the De- 
partment and these people shows that it has be?n 
going on since the 12th of May, relative to the taking 
over of this concession after thri death of the con- 
cessionaire, Mr. Lucas, and that is why I am pre- 
partd to vote for the Address of the junior member 
for St. Philip and not thec amended Address becauss 
1 do not think we should take any isolated case to the 
Government. TV,- c,hould have a gener"al and full en- 
quiry, as  the Address of the junior member for 
St. Philip sets out, into the running of the transport 
system in this colony. 

Nr. SPEAKER: That is the only Addr~ss  
before the House. The othcw Address has not been 
seconded. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Very fortunately, Sir. Before 
I sit down I would say that whatevcr terms of re- 
ference the Committee of Enquiry may have, i t  would 
be well that ~ecommendation be made to have these 
regulations so amended as soon as possible m to give 
the right of appeal to these concassionai~es. Not only 
ar,, these powers plenipot:ntiary but there is ab- 
solutely no right of appeal against a no tic^ of this 
iiature. We cannot tolerate such things to-day. 
I repcat that the whole fault lies, in  my opinion, 
with the misting regulations. It may be that I 
am criticizing the past work of the Legislature but 
I feel that when these regulations are again perused 
it will be se:n that some of them are the1 result of 
hasty legislation; they should be so amended as 
to take away somet of th? power which the Dimctor 
11ow has and give the concessionaires the right of 
appeal. F'inally, Ict m. sap that I am entirely in 
agreement with the first part of the remarks of the 
janior member for St. Janies. W,? are bound to 
view i t  this way: While we must take away some of 
these dictatorial powws we are bound to givel suf- 
ficient power to the Eoard or the officer or whoever 
i t  is to see that the regulatiions are carrio!d out and 
that the trave'ling public is properly looked after. 
Whil-$ we have to sei= that the concessionaires are 
well protected, our chief interest is ~ e a l l y  to see that 
the traverlling public is given propep srrvice. We 
cannot make any amendments which will allow 
concessionaires to fe.1 that they can do as they l i k ~ ;  
that must be sounded from the floor of this House 
and I entirely agrzc, with the junior melnbler for 
S t  Jarnes on that score. Amend these regulations, 
take awav som,- of the1 absolute DOWFT which the 
Director has, see to it that concessionaires have the 
right of appeal but  on tko o t h ~  hand see to i t  
that regulations exist v-hich ~ r o t ~ c t  the travelling 
pnblic in this couvty.  I whol~heartedlv support 
the Address of the junior mcmber f'or St. Philip and 
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I was pleased, more than anything else, to hear that 
the parties have already got together to-day and 
that some measuq of relief has been afforded this 
concessionairq I am vcry pleased to hear that ne- 
gotiations between the Cowrnment and the Trans- 
port Board went on and that some workable solution 
has been arrived at. That is why I say that a 
general investigation would be much better than 
to deal with any particular case. Again, I have 
much pleasure in lfcnding my support to  the Address 
worded by the junior m:mba for St. Philip. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: As a member of thz Exw- 
utive Committee I should be careful in taking part 
h a debate of this sort; in fact the members of 
the House who are members of the Executive Com- 
mittee are to leave the Chamber whtn the, vote 'is 
about to be taken on the question but I would like 
to say for the, bcneiit of the senior member for the 
City that I will investigate the matter on which he 
laid so much emphash, that is, the statement that 
other signs $or the Blades Hlill rout? wfre painted 
about two months before this concession was txrminat- 
ad. 

Mr. TALMA: I am wholeheartedly in agree- 
mtnt with the terms of this Address and provided 
that the facts are correct. I cedtainl~ endorse evelry- 
thing that has been said, although more lengthily 
than i t  could have been done. I want to say this : 
W i l e  mm3 of us 'lappen to find ourselves in some- 
what ministerial positions, i t  should not be forgotben 
that some of the ~elople who occupied these positions 
were ard~mt labour members up to a short while ago- 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member musQ 
confine his remarks to the merits of the Adtdr~ss. 
We do not want a &bate on what happened or did 
not happen a short while ago. 

Mr. TAL;MA: Owiing to the present set-up, 
the membrs of the House who are members of the 
Executive Committee must, of necessity, leave, the 
Chamber when the vote is about to be taken on tha 
question but when we do so, we do not want anyone 
to think that we are not in agrmment with the 
Addr-ss. I make that statement, Mr. Sp-aker, not for 
your benefit because! I know that you are an expert 
on constitutional law but I want to bring forcibly 
to the attention of the Home that when we leave 
the Chamber it (is nob because we are in d i s a g r m m t  
with anything that is being done in this mattrer but 
that we cannot pass an Address to oursrlves. We are 
in entire agr'esment with what has bleen said and 
what is being done. 

Mr. ADAMS : I cannot subecribe to what the last 
speaker has just said. Although I am in profound 
agre~ment with a lot that has been said this afternoon. 
But if there is one thing we should maintain, it is the 
dignity of the House. To curse a man when he can- 
not reply is the act of a coward. If the Director of 
I-Iiighways and Transport has k e n  guilty of half 
the things that have been said about him, he ought 
not to be occupying his present position. It should b. 
the duty of the senior member for St. Michael to 
prove to a Commission of Enquiry that the Director 
has had1 painted two months ago some new signs 
bccause~ he intended to gve this concession to 
anothpr Company. 

Mr. COX ;I I object to that statelnent. I said 
that I was informed that signs marked "Blades Hill7' 
were painted two months ago. I am not prepared to 
disclose. at this tim the source from which I got 
my information but I did not say that the Director 
knew anythinr~ about the p a i n t a  signs. I do not know 
whether he knows or not; for all I know he does not 
know. 

Mr. ADBMS: I am appealing to the members 
of thls House. We w n  never make any headway 
in constitutional development if we forget that we 
are not to attack people who have no chance of de- 
fending themselves. If you are dissatisfied with the 
worhng of any department, give notice to the mem- 
ber of the Government in charge of the particular 
department or to the Government itself beforehand 
of the extent of, and the cause for, your dissatisfac- 
t on. If you have certain accusations to bring, the 
least you could do is to give the persons involved the 
opportunity to say whether the accusations are true 
or not. What reasonable individual would dream 
for a minute, of allowing this Director to remaiu 

Director if that is the way in which he is conduct- 
ing the affairs of the Department of Highways and 
Transport? And when the junior member for St. 
Lucy talks about departmental policy, would he say 
otf the Colonial Postmaster that his policy is, to 
help his friends to get stamps while others wait out 
aide the Post Office? If you go to the General Hos- 
pital and want a bed, would you get the Medical 
Superintendent to turn out a patient and give you 
the bed? If I were the junior member for St. Philip 
and the things which were told to him were told to 
me, no language would be too strong for me to use 
if they were true but to assume &at so and so is so 
and so is worse still. Put forward specific instances 
that can be proved and I, let alone my position, will 
do my utmost to see that the allegations are proper- 
ly threshed out. Ever since €he debates took place 
on the Estimates I drew to €he attention of t l e  Qv- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee that serious allega- 
tions have been made and are being made by the 
senior member for St. Michael and other honourable 
members about the Department of Highways and 
Transport. Investigations have teen made from 
time to time and the Director have had opportunities 
to give his reasons for things which he has done. 
When honourable members go on at €he rate they 
are going to-day, $I1 I can say is that it is far  better 
to do more acting and less talking. I take no credit 
for doing what I did this morning. I Pelt it my duty 
to the individual to do wliat I did this morning. 
When I was informgd about %he matter last night 
and was handed the letter Trom the Director I made 
what enquiries I- could then. I went along with the 
junior member for St. John who is in charge of the 
Department of Highways and Transport in th s 
House to the Colonial Secretary who telephoned for 
the Director who didn't get there until 11 o'clock 
and we left after 1 o'clock. Where is the truth of 
the allegation that the concession for this route has 
been granted to the General Motor Omnibus Com- 
pany? The Company was asked to help temporarily 
until th- cone ssion was graated. 0n:y  some of the 
facts of this matter have been give11 and by that state- 
ment I do not mean to say that t h ~  concessionaire 
has held back anything. This matter was put before 
the Acting Attorney General who gave an opinion 
on it. The position was this. This was a, joint con- 
eession between the late Mr. Zucas and Mr. Hinds 
trading as the Blades Hill Bus Company. Mr. 

1 Lucas died in Nov inb-1. 1a.t r 9:. 111-1 his widow 
l became the aaministratrix of his estate. She ap- 

~lroached the Director asking that her dead hus- 
hand'c ivt~rest  in the collcession h~  ranted to her 
so11 or herself. The Dirf:ctor ohtai:wrl pn opinion 
from the Acting Attorney GeCkral as to the position 
and it waq t h ~ n  discovered that a11 thcv years this 
was not, in effect, a legal joint concession. One was 
running on Route 9 and E e  otxer on Route 9 (a) and 
there was no joint responsibiEty in resn~ct oP hreak- 
d o ~ ~ n s  on either route. I t ,  therefore, became neces- 
sary to regularize the matter. I am merely putting 
the facts as I have h o w n  them this morning. I 
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uilles he ha> a chance of cl:fending himself, not 
necessarily by himself but by counsel or solicitor 
or an agent on his behalf. No person should be al- 
lowed to abuse hls position, especially the Head of a 
Government Department; that I agree with. But 
to have these things up  your sleeve-things whch 
no Government shouid t o l e r a t e a n d  not bring them 
into the light with witnesses, so that  the Govern- 
ment may 'be in a positioiz LO say whether or not the 
Head of the particular department has betrayed his 
trust, is not playing the game. The Head of the 

department of highways and Transport comes un- 
der the Colonial Office regulations just as any other 
colonial official. Your Honour has had occasion, 
more than once during this debate, to remind hon- 
ourable members that, in effect, they are breaking 
the rules as regards attackiag this Director. This 
House passed this Act as recently as 1945. This 
House said in  1945 that the Director shall have all 
these Powers which the Board originally had and 
when we hear all this talk about regulations I should 
like to ask this question : how are these rules and regu- 
lations made? They are made under section 7 of the 
1937 Act,--regulations as regards forms to be used, 
conslruction, fittlngs and painting too of bwes- 
in this co1lnectioll let ikle say that I was a bit hurt  to 
hear my colleague from St. Joseph. I Eave never 
seen him in a murderous mood before but he was 
certainly in one this afternoon-the conductors7 

- uniform, specified routes, the' time-table, the issue 
of permits for the use of special buses on bank- 
holidays, the t a g  u p  a n 3  setting down of passen- 
gers,-*very possibl~ thing as rejglards motor omni- 
buses. These regulaiions were to be submitted by 
the Adfvisory Board to the Governor-in-Executive 

agree with anybody who says that short notice was 
giveh but l do not contend tnat, habohcally, the 
Ulrector waited until three o'clock in  the afternoon 
to give it, i n  order to be wickedly cruel. I did not 
ask him the reason but knowing what it is to be hav- 
ing a mass of applications comnrg to him I did not 
necessarily jump to the conclusion that he diaboli- 
dally waited .1atil tmee o clock to issue tue netlet: to 
this concessionaire. The licences for motor vehicles, 
as we all know, expired on the 3lst May; new 
licences to rm the buses would have to be taken out 
by June and, therefore, it became necessary to give 
the notice by the 31st May. It appears to have hap- 
pened i n  the same way counsel deal with litigous 
matters concerning their clients a t  some times. 
Counsel has to fUe a notice of appeal on behalf of 

bis client; he waits until the last possible mament, 
then rushes to the Clerk of the Court of Appeal and 
asks him to get the notice of appeal in for him. The 
Director forgot that the licences would expire on the 
3lst  &Iay and so he had to give this short notice. 
I agree with anybody who suggests that the giving 
of such a short notice is wrong and I agree with 
anybody who says that in cases of this sort, persons 
should have the opportunity of appealing. I have 
fought for that principle pears iiz and years out, 
namely, that no person should ever be penalized 
without having the opportunity of appearing him- 
self or by his counsel and threshing out completely 
the charge that lnay be brought against him. 
If  the Lucases and ;Mr. Hinds had been unable to 
show to the Director the possibility of making an  
arrangement between themselves and had satisfied 
the Acting Attorney General that a, real joint con- 
cession could not be worked by them, then and only 1 

then, should the concession be take11 away from 
them. I may say, by way of an explanation given 
to the Coloiiial Secretary by the Il~rec~tor, that the 
Director has been following precedent-with which 
I do not a g r e e i n  cancelling concessions without 
drawing to the notice of the concessionaires that such 
would be done. Honourable members will remember 
that I fought for the establishment of the principle 
that schoolteachers should not be required to appear 
before the Educatioll Boarcl to answer vharges made 
agaijist them without being represented by counsel 
if they desire to have counsel. I agree that i t  is un- 
British that a man should be penalized in that way. 
I ~ e t  me repeat. It is not true that this concession 
has been cancelled and awarded to a new Bus Com- 
pany. Right and left, there was talk about driving 
the small mail out of this S~ is~ l l c \ s  and giving a 
n~onopoly to two BUS Companies. I have been only 
a Barbadian all my life and I am as well aware as 
any other honourable member of the tendency on 
the part of big men in this island to monopolize 
businesses and squeeze out the small men but you 
c10 not help a good case by some of the language that 
has been used to-day and some of the things thc~t 
have been done. When the junior member for St.  
Tlucy, for instance, likened this act of the Director 
to an  ultimatum of Hitler, I say again that every 
chance should b p  pire11 to  :h- person charge& to 
appear a n d  anslr-el. the (*harp .  Honourable 
members on ni~? right know that the Barba- 
dos Workers Union have fought for that principle 
in all forms of employment. No employee should be 
dismissed from his job without having been given the 
opportunity to defend himself and I am merely en- 
deavouring to point out t o  honollrable members that 

Committee for its approval and sanction and as soon 
as they were approved and sanctioned by that body 
they were submitted to both Houses of the Legisla- 
ture and were also approved by them. The regula- 
tiol~s have been amended from time to time. Any 
member who comes into this House, who remains in it 
for a certain number of years and  does not know 
that he can alter or repeal anything that affects the 
highways, is not doing his work (Voices: You can- 
not repeal regulations). Honourable members move 
Addresses and the adjournment of the ?%iuse for 
every conceivable ]?nrposr on earth. What are honour- 
able members doin. to-day hut calling on the Gov- 
ernment to do something which they themselves 
cannot do? The same thing applies to these regu- 
lations; that iq  all I am saying. 1 shall end as I be- 
gan. I well know and appreciate t3at time after 
time the senior member for St. Michael has drawn 
attention to the working of this Department,-as 
a matter of fact it is chronic with him, as fa r  as  this 
department is concerned. The Government has 
been reconsidering these re~ulat ions and the Acting 
Attorney General h% been working on them Bp 
a coincidence I saw the present Attorney General 
yesterday afternoon and he, too, was woEking on 
these regulations; that was before I knew anything 
about the Lucas affair. I repeat that the Govern- 
ment is working on these regulations because there 
ic: a number of anomalies in  them and I expect that, 
in not less than two Tnecila~r. from to-dav, they will 
come down to the House in an amended 
form. (Cheers). I 30 not blame honourable mem- 
em; thev are not mind readers and cannot see into 

the minds of the Government but the Government 
I has decided that these regulations should be altered 

when they have good cases they should not spoil them 
bv rowardlp attarks When you have a good 'case 
you do not improve i t  by cursing somebody else. I 
r e ~ e a t  that nobody should be dismissed from a job. 

-eit;her by the Government or a private employer, 

and thev are b i n ?  altered T should like to read 
this because it is officiaI and it was agreed Betweer 
the Colonial Secretary and myself that i t  should be 
riven to the concessionaireq G conv was to 
the senior member for St. Philip. A'Ithough on this 
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occasion the honomble  members on my right did 
not read the minds of the Government, yet the Gov- 
ernment has read the minds of the two honqurable 
members for St. Philip and the Government knew 
that they were coming in this afternoon with this 
Address and would be moving the adjournment of 
the House a t  half past three o'clock to consider it. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I have been listening very 
quietly to a lot of what has been said and I said no- 
thing a t  all but I do object to that statement. The 
Government could not read my mind. This morning 
I got i n  touch with the Colonial Secretary on this 
matter and I told him that  unless proper action was 
taken on i t  we intend to raise it in  the House to-day. 
He told me that he would endeavour to communi- 
cate with me before two o'clock and let me know 
what the position was. A t  half past one o'clock he 
sent me this. It is not a case of his having read my 
mind. 

Mr. ADABLS: If the honourable membcer drd 
not take himself so seriously he could not possibly 
have made that interruption. One does not have 
to read the honourable member's mind; his running 
to the senior member for St. John is a n  indication 
that  out is coming this Address. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: And the Colonial Secretary 
was not here to see that. 

Mr. ADAMS : I had no information from the 
Colonial Secretary when I went to him that the senior 
member for St. l'hilip had previously been to him. 
I promised the corlcessionaire last night-the honour- 
able on my immediate left and the sellior member for  
St. Thomas were with me a t  the time-that a t  the 
earliest available hour we would have the matter set- 

: up to a late hour last night and this morning before 
I was out of bed they were back a t  my home, and so 
I view the matter very seriously. What the honour- 
able senior member for St. Joseph said about people 
wanting to get kudos IS out of the question. I happen 
to be the representative of the parish living i n  the 
parish and these people located me, and being willing 
and energetic 1 went about their bidding. When I 
came into the Public Buildings Yard earlier to-day 
I had already been to the Director to interview him' 
in the matter. Unfortunately he said that he 
had an interview with someone1 e se already 
and he went on to the Colonial Secretary's 
Office; but I assured him before I left that I would 
be back again. I was not mincing matters. I do not 
happen to be the member for St. John. I am Garner 
from St. Philip. There is no political stunt about 
this matter; it is a serious matter and I would have 
gone back to the Director, had i t  not been for the 
fact that my colleague called up  the Colonial Secre- 
tary who informed him that he would see what he 
could do about it and a t  11 o'clock some communi- 
cation was sent here. 1 am surprised to see that the 
header of t h ~  House is not fighting the p ~ o p l e ' ~  bat- 
tles to-day. It is all right when you are not a member 
af the Government but when you become a mcmber of 
the Government, it is a different matter altogether. I 
am surprised to see him making jokes about thesle pto- 
ple whose livelihood depends on this bus service. w h o  

' is the Director but the servant of Who is he a We 
are not afraid of the, Director. If we have given him 
powers which are too wide his power is too vast, 
we should come together now and amend the Act. 
The s&or member for St. Joseph knows that that 

tled with the Colonial Secretary. It is pointed out 
in this document that the cancellation had to  date 
from midnight on the 31st May for the reason 1 have 
just given; that the Director should get in touch with 
the representatives of all the parties concerned and 
that if within a reasonabl- tlme they could put  for- 
ward an  arrangement which is satisfactory to all con- 
cerned, a concession will Is? granted accordingly. The' 
r e a ~ o n a b l ~  time, the conccssionaires were to be told, 
would be two weeks. They should be able, with 
legal assistance, to do it in that time. The present 
arrangement is not a legal joint concession and the 
Acting Attorney Gencral, when i t  was brought to his 
notice, pointed that out. (Mr. MOTTLEY : Wrong !) 
?!Tell, the Acting Attorney is a lawyer and the senior 
member for the City is the senior member for the 
City. (Laughter.) I n  short, the licence which was 
given temporarily to the other Company has been 
withdrawn and the concessionaires--they never may 
--will be operating again on their routes; they al- 
ready have had a certain amount of legal advice as 
to the arrangements they may make in order to corn- 
ply .with what the law would call a joint concession. 
So I ask honourable members to accept that as the 
t ~ u e  position, -although i t  is customary with some 
konourable members when anything is done to say: 
"I thought of it first; if I had not said so or if 1 
had not drawn i t  to the notice of the Government or  
if I had not raised i t  in the House or if I had not 
marched to Government House nothing would have 
been done. " (Laughter.) 

Mr. GARNER: I am not going to say very 
much. I can only liken the attitude of the senior 
member for St. Joseph to that of Nero fiddling while 
Rome was burning. While people are suffering he 
is making fun. This is a serious matter and I do 
not think that any honourable member-I do not 
m e  how exalted his position may be-should make 
light of it. I was very annoyed about this matter 
from yesterday afternoon when it was brought to my 
notice by the concessionaires. They were a t  my home 

is what should be done and instead of getting up  a s  
Lrader of the Hollse and saying, "I have listened to  
all you have said. You have definitely made out a 
case against this official and as soon as I go to Gov- 
ernment House I will see that your wishes are carried 
out," he, in his usual style, in his ingenious 
manner, twists around the matter. I am not a legdly 
trained man but I have commonsense. I have intel- 
ligence and know when a person is twisting things. 

Mr. ADAMS: I object to the honourable mem- 
ber accusing me of twisting anything. It is dishonest 
to accuse me of twisting anything. I went and got 
this matter settled and yet it is being suggested that 
I am laughing a t  these people. I go further and say 
that I have given them legal advice as to what they 
should do. 

Mr. GARNER: I had a chat with the honour- 
able member about this matter earlier in the day and 
ai that time he was a most serious man but now i n  
the House he is in a jocular mcod. That is what I 
am saying. Before the crowd hp was a most serious 
man and now I am surprised to see his attitude; he 
wants it to appear that he is defending the Director. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  We are getting nowhere i n  
this debate. The whole point is whether this Address 
should be passed or not. 

Mr. GARNER: The llonourable member took 
time off to explain the fallacy of this Address and 
to suggest that it should 'be brought by another 
member, when in  t ru th  and i n  fact he knows that  
i t  was my intention to move the Address. The honour- 
able member is adopting that attitude from the politi- 
cal point of view. As a matter of fact, he sent two 
men up there last night to use their influence to get 
me out of the House but  he has not succeeded becauso 
I have got my Address i n  first. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable member is do- 
il~g something which he has no right to- do. 

Mr. GARNER: i t  is a fact. 
Mr. SPEAKER: That has nothing to do with 

this Address. 
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Mr. GARNER: YOU do not know what is going 
on, Sir. Behind the, scenes there isl a lot of political 
moves. You do not know, Sir. Anyhow, this is what 
I am saying. The concessionaires came to me with 
their case and I had to see after their business because 
they have confided in  me. They have sent me to this 
House and I intend to do my job. I have not got to 
go to any particuiar member of the House, whether 
hr is the leader or what-not, to approve of my action 
i n  moving this Address because to me i t  is a serious 
lliatter when people's bread and butter is at stake. 
I have done my best to show that the Director has 
done wrong. Even if there were charges against the 
boncessionaires, the notice which he gave them was 
too short; in  fact, he gave them no time to put their 
house in order. And what is worse is that he did not 
have the decency to mail the notice; he sent it by a 
porter. 

Mr. SPEAICER: I do not think that that is 
disputed. 

Mr. GARNER : Yes, Sir, but certain things have 
been said to make i t  appear as  though we are rubbing 
i t  in un~lecessarily The Leader of the House tried 
to do that. I am very glad, Mr. Speaker, that the 
matter has come to an end and I know that this 
Address will pass because it is a n  instrument by 
vjhich we will put a stop to such dictatorial methods; 
not only in  the Department of Highways and Trans- 
port but in other departments whose Heads have 
similar ideas; they will call a halt when they find 
out that we are ilot going to tolerate ruch condi- 
tions in the carrying out of Government business. 

The question that this Agdress do now pass is 
put  and resolved in  the affirmative without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will ask the senior and the 
junior members for St. Philip to be so good as to 
pzesent the Address to His Excellency the Governor. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : As Your Honour pleases. 

APPOINTMENT O F  SELECT COMMITTEES. 

Mr. COX : Mr. Speaker,-Before we adjourn I 
want to move for the appointment of a Select Com- 
=ittee to probe into the Report of Mr. Adams, the 
Civil Service Commissioner. I am not Breaking any 
new ground. We did it when the Report on the 
Police Department was presented to this House and 
eten if I am breaking new ground i t  would make no 
difference. I think that a Select Committee should 
be appointed to go into this Report in  order that 
members of this House may have the opportunity to 
discuss its phases with some of the people involved. 

Mr. SPEAEER : The honourable member should 
give notice of his intention to move for the appoint- 
ment of a Select Committee for  the purpose he has 

1  men%^^: I beg to give notice of my intention 
to move for the appointment of a Select Committee 
a t  the next meeting of the House to consider the 
Adams Report. 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to move for the 
appointment of a Select Committee to prepare a Reply 
t~ His Excellency's Message No. 6/1948 relating to 
the repatriation of distressed West Indians. It is a 
matter of some urgency and I would be glad if a 
Select Committee is appointed so that its Report 
could be dealt with as the first Order on Tuesday 
next. 

There being no objection the honourable member 
ib granted leave to proceed. 

Mr. ADilMS: I beg to move that a Select Com- 
mittee be appointed to prepare a Reply to His Excel- 
lency's Message No. 6/1943. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
The question that a Select Committee be appoint- 

ed to prepare a Reply to His Excellency's Message 
No. 6/1948 is p u t  and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

Mr. SPEAEER:  Subject to the approval of the 
House I appoint the following members ia Select 
Committee for the purpose --The junior member for  
St. James (Mr. Wilkinson), the junior member for  
St. John (Mr. Blackman), the junior member for St. 
Michael (Mr. Gale), the junior member for St. George 
(Mr. Symmonds), the junior member for St. Thomas 
(Mr. Mapp) and the junior member for St. Peter 
(Mr. Husban?) . 

Mr. ADAMS: If I am in  order I should like 
to put  the Report of this Select Committee as the 
first Order on the Order Paper for the next meeting. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You will be in  order if the 
Report is handed in a t  the next meeting and I shall 
consider you very fortunate *if you can get this 
Select Committee to sit. I have summoned Select 
Committees during the last two to three weeks and 
I cannot get them to sit. 

I THE ADJOURNMENT. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
TALMA, the House is adjourned to meet on Tuesday, 
8th June, 1948, at  12 o'clock noon. 




