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T H E  

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 16th March, 1948. 

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly 
met at 12 o'clock noon to-day. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. G. B. E ~ Y N  (&e&er),Mr. 
J. T. C. RAMSAY (Chairnun of Comm$%ees), Dr. 
J. A. L~V.WILSON, Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, Messrs. L. E. 
SMITH, F. L. WALCOTT, M. E. COX, A. E. S. LEWIS, 
C. E. TALAU, G. H. ADAMS,B.A., H. D. BLAOKU, 
J. A. HAYNES, B.A., V. C .  GALE, and E. L. WARD. 

Prayers are read. 
Mr. S. A. WAWOTT enters the House and takes 

his seat. 
MINUTES. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the that the Minutes of t h e  meting whicll 
was held on the 9th March, 1948, have not yet been 
prirrted and circulated. 

Mr. W!ILKINSON enters the House and takes his 
seat. 

DOCUMENTS. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have r d v e d  the following:- 

The Colonisl Treasurer's Financial Report for 
the month of February, 1948, and, 

Tbe Report of the Inspector of Trees for ths 
parish of St. A n h w  for the year, 1947. 

Mr. COX: Of the following Addreas:- 

The House of Amembljl 
To 

His Exwllenoy the Bovccllor. 

The House of k e m b l y  are satisfied that the 
amannte paid to Jurors acttending the Court of 
Grand Sessions are not in keepin& with the presmt 
cost of living, sin= such amounts wem &ted in 1891. 

2. The House, therefore, ask Your Excellency 
to tslk immediate steps to end down legislatioa 
having for its object the increasing of such amounts. 

Messrs. Mommx and GARNER enter the House 
and take their eeata. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER CHALLENGES SPEAKER'S 
BONA FIDES. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I prooeed to call the 
Orders of the Day I should like to inform the House 
that I have rewived a letter from thre Deputy 
S p e a k ,  the honourable junior member for St. Lucy, 
who unfortunately is not in his place. That letter, 
in my opinion, casts doubts on my bona fides in 
respect of a ruling which I gave in connection with 
certain questions which the honourable member 
wanted to put. I shall ask the Clerk to read the 
letter and after it has been read, it will be a matter 
for the House to decide what action should be taken. 

The Clerk reads the letter as follows:- 
CHAMBERS 
B.P.O. BOX 243 I 

Bridgetown. 
Barbados, B.W.I. 

U th  March,1948. 
Dear Mr. Erelyn, 

I have redrafted and resubmitted my 'queria, 
as a result of our confab. of Tuesday before last, rr 
those burning topical subjects, namely, nationalisa- 
tion of telephones, and activities of Govt. Dept. of 
H. & T. I trust you will agree now that althougll 
they may be matters to which you have a personal 
averrjion so far as bringing them np in the Legkla- 
ture is concerned, they infringe no rule which would 
merit their prohibition as questions dinected to Govt. 

One is surely entitled to query about national- 
isation of telephoneis; to find out if anything is being 
done r0 this-apropos of an Address which passed 
this House sometime ago! Likewise th, queries rp - 
Dept. of H. & T. can hardly be: placed in the category 
of matters "trivial '", of affecting a “lot@ authority" ! 
This Dept. spends a vast amount of money yearly 
and must: surely be accountable to Legislature as to 
mmnei. of its spendmg ,md the persons put to aet 
in respomible-not sdbordinate-positions in this 
Dept. to sa@e~.+se the spending! I can assure you 
there is widespread public dissatisfaction at the 
dleged placing of a motor mechanic, by the Director 
of H. & T., to act as Chief Highways Inspector just 
below himself, in pmference to certificated highway 
engineers on the StatP. Very many pemons have in- 
Derviewed me about thia, and ilbplored me to question 
his action in the proper quarter where I get an 
authoritative and formal reply; so I must, in  the - 
public interest, as a Representative of the People. " 
press this matter. If you care to draft these quGk 



tions in a manner more pleaing to yourself whereby 
I could obtain the same information I would be grate- 
ful  indeed to you, for this is the third time of a y  
drafting same- 

Perhaps you would let me know if you would like 
another word with me re same, and I mill call a t  your 
Office on Saturday, if you express such a desirk. 

May I apologise for troubling you so much about 
this matter, but, as a Representative of the People, 
I regretfully have no alternative. I particularly 
regret this incident in view of my opinion in ~ l a t i o i i  
to yours as S. & Deputy-S. of the House. 

Yours Respectfully, 

TEIEO. BRAXCKER,. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I neplied to that letter and 
I shall ask the Clerk to read my reply. 

The Clerk reads the reply as fol10m:- 
No. 17 High Street, 

Bridgetown, 
13th March, 1948. 

Dear Mr. Brancker, 
Yonr letter of yesterday's date received. 

The last time you spoke to me about the question 
referred to in your letter, you made a ~uggestion 
that I was avcrse to your putting the question for 
personal reasons; I told you that 1 had a job to do 
and that personal likes or dislikes had nothing to c!(% 
with any decision I had ,to take. I also remarked 
to you that thc time may come when you may a '  
filling my position and that pou would, I assum?, 
allow no personal feeling to influence you in ad-; 
ruling you had to makc. Yonr letter contains the 
same suggestion that you made to me verbally and, 
before I will deal with i t  in any other way, I must 
ask you to withdraw in writing the suggestion you 
have made in paragraph one of your letter. 

Yours faithfully, 

GEORGE B. EVELYN. 
Theodore Brancker, Esquire, 

Chambers, 
Bridgetown. 

Mr. MAPP enters the House and takes his seat. 
Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Spt.aker,-In view of the 

fact that you have brought this matter before tht* 
House, whatever my person1 feeling may be I would 
say off-hand that the least the Deputy Speaker should 
do, would be to withdraw the suggestion that Your 
Honour was actuated by personal considerations in  
g~ving  you ruling. If that is the general feeling 
of the Hcuse, perhaps we could decide the matter 
novr. I f  on the other hand honourable members 
feel that  it should be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee for their consideration and report, then th~i r  
course may also be taken. It is clear as daylight 
that ther. is, in the honourable member's leCteL., 
the suggestion that Your Honour allows or refuses L > 
rllow questions to be put  according to your 
personal feeling in  a particular matter and nothing 
could be more reprehensible than an  accusation 01' 

that sort. I n  fact, none of us, however much we- 
may differ from Your Honour, should, from the polnt 
of view of responsibility, dream of questioning you!- 
r~l l ing orally, let alone putting it in  writing. I be? 
to make a motion in the form of a Resolution a;; 
follows :- . 

"Resolved that this House disapproves of 
thp action of t h ~  Deputv Speaker in insinu- 
ating that His Honour tha S~eali-er has been 
actuated by personal cons;derations in his office 
as Speah-er, and is of the opinion that the hon- 
ourable junior mfmber for St. Lacy should 

withdraw, and apologize in wr:tmg for, the 
accusation which he has made. " 
Mr. SPEAKER:  I should like the honourable 

senior member for St. Joseph to give notice of that 
Resolution for this reason. The  honourable junior 
member for  St. Lucy is not in his place and the 
motion should be put  when he is present. I should 
not like the matter to be dealt wlth in his absence' 
and I, therefore, ,,uggest to the honourable senior 
member for  St. Joseph to give notice of the &so?ution 
so that it may be dealt with a t  a subsequent meeting 
c£ tbe House when the honourable juniox member for 
St. L-ucy is present. 

Mr. ADBMS: All right, Mr. Speaker. I n  accord- 
ance with your uuggcstion I beg to give notice of ths 
Resolution which I read a moment or  two ago. 

l THE ESTIMATES FOR 1 9 4 5 4 9 .  

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day is 
to resume debate on the motion: To move the House 
into Committee of Supply to consider the Estimates 
for the year 1948-49. When this motion was being 
debated a t  last meeting, the honourable senior 
member for  St. James moved the adjournm~eilt ; there- 
fore, the honourable member has the right to speak 
if he wishes to do so. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT informs Mr. Speaker that 11: 
had concluded his -marks. 

Mr. WARD: M2. Speaker,-I had intended to 
make a few remarks on the Estimates but  in view 
of the lateness of t& consideration of these Estimates 
I shall t ry  and make my speech as short as possible. 
Going through the Estimates, Sir, we see nothing 
under. CapAtal Espenditune for improving thv 
Water Supply and i t  is a well known fact thai 
the water ,situation in  this island to-day is most de- 
plorable. We have had many individuals putting 
forward schemes and up to now nothing d~finite has 
been dlecided in  respect of any particular scheme. 
Sir, there could not be a more serious shortage of 
water in parishes such as Christ Church, St. Lucv 
and St. Peter a t  any time than there is a t  the preient 
moment. There are some districts of these parishes 
in which the residents have not had a supply of 
water for six weeks and the way in-which they ,act  
a little water is from a tank which is drivcn around 
occasionally. I feel, Sir, that inasmuch a s  this Gov- 
ernment is going i11 for capital expenditure, a sum of 
money should have been included to r ~ m e d y  this 
serious state of afTair~s as fa r  as the shortage of water 
is concerned. M;r. Roddam has recommendeJ niany 
sdhemes but this Governmen: need not wait for the 
arrival of the machinery to improve this state of 
affairs. There are wells to be dug and the Govern- 
:li;nc .-hould go ahead and have those well dug, I~.I 

that thev can be ready to 'be put into operation when 
th- xnch 'ne~y  s~:. 'T-~s. Another serious point is tht  
storage capacity for the water when it reaches the 
surface. I ifeel that there is no better time than 
n o ~ r  £or OLW Goverlllnent to tackle a mattor of that 
kind,-now that the reaping of crops in certain dis- 
tricts, especially those districts in which the shortage 
of water is more acute, will soon be finiched. As a 
matter of fact, it is already finished in some districts 
and i t  is well known that labourers in those districts 
will be unemployed for many weeks to come. Look- 
ing through this proposed capital expenditure in the 
Estimates we see no provision a t  all made for reliev- 
ing tbe casual labourer. We see that the Govern- 
men: proposes to build sub-Polioe Stations and 
tschools, all of which are neceislsary, but  they only 
provide employment for artisans and there are many 



hundred casual labourers who will be walking arounh 
idling without something to do. I feel that the Govern- 
Dent should put that money which has been lying in 
the Tleasury for years to such me that the inhabitant8 
in p a r s  to come will be able to say that i t  was spent 
in the most, judicious way. Although this Govern- 
merit hhas made some attempt to do things I fkel that 
i t  is far Eacking in bringing forward major projects, 
for the benefit of the community. K e  have in mind 
the passing of the Public 14ealth Bill. Well, Sir, if 
lbines are to be kept in a. sanitary Condition, it means 
that there be the supply of a @ertain quantity 
of water. What is the use of having a Public Health 
Act and nothing a t  all to carry out the provisiolls of 
that ~ ~ t ?  ~t is tantamount to an Act on 
t& Statute Book and not being able to enforce the 
law. The Watier question is one of the most serious 
and most problems in this island at this 
moment and I think that the Government is very 
sharp sighted in not making any provision under 

expenditure for the improvement of the supply. 
At time we hIear a, lot of promises about the 
supply of water but they are only promises to secure 

I do not think that the people will go on 
tolmating these conditions. If you are conscientious 
towards the peoplq YOU should make the efforb to do 
what you promised them' This 
the water supply been going On9 not for One Or 

two years but for many years and nothing whatsoew~ 
has been done apart from the pnttillg forward of 
various schemes. It is a ridiculous state of affairs. 
I represent a constilvency that definitely suffers from 
the lack of a supply of water and all I do I Cannot 

being kept for the people of the particular parishes. 
1 have brought this matter to the notice of the GOV- 
emment and the Government must try to do some- 
thing to ameliorate conditions, otherwise we will be 
hoed with trouble which can be avoided if we @t 
together and decide on some constructive scheme 
which would help the people of those parishes. I 
am not going to speak any longer because I realize 
that the Estimates Should be passed, in time to be 
sent to the Other Place. There are a few mo* ~ o i n t s  
I should like to raise but I will do SO when the Heads 
of Expenditure are being dealt with in Committee. 
(Cheers)- 

Mr. COX : Mr. Speaker,-This is one of the 
rare occasions when I am afforded thRl opportunity 
of speaklug on the financial policy of the Govern- 
ment. 1 say "rare" because the opportunity for 
the Pulpose is offered only annually and the ~ s t i m -  
ates are supposed to show the plan of action by the 
Government for the ensuing year. At the outset 

like to say that this Oovernment has done 
we' when we take inb the 

~bstacles which were thrown in its path by both the 
Conser~ativ? group, who hate the idea of a Socialist 
Government, let alone the it is run b ~ -  
people who are dmcribed as a Subject Race, and the 
group of other people who lack the virtues of dig- 

honesty and which are more or less 
the fundamentals upon any wo*h-while 
stmcture can be built. This Government has run 
this country for at  leWt one year and to the con- 
sternation of those who that it would have 
brought this countrg. to the state of bankruptcy, 

I it hS lqs come out on ~e proper side of get this Government to do something concrete to the Ledger. I just want to make a few suggestions 
ameliorate the difficuties which, we know, these people 1 

have to encounter. I Intended to say very muchmol*e 
but I lam going to make it as short as possible because 
I realize that the passing of the Esaimat~s is behind I 
hand and 1 do not want to embarrass the Government 
in getting them pased. But I aug0-t the &v- 
wnment that it should in  the very near f u h r e  send 
down a Resolution having for its object the amelior- 
ation of this state of affairs in respmt of the water 
supply. I have been told on good authority that 
under t,be schemes, reservoirs axe to be built and as I 
said beforo, there is no bettw time to tackle the 
building of those reservoirs and the digging of the 
welk than now when there are much unemployment 
and many casual labourers waking around lmun% for 
something to do. The leaat the Government could 
do is spend some of the money h the T r w u ~ .  to 
help the pople  who put it there. I pm not b l a m m ~  
the Governmentin any vicious way but I want them 
to realize that certain matbers which need tacklinq 
should be tackled. And if there are not sufficient 
brains in the Government to carry out schemes I feel 
that th t  Government &ould enlist other brains which 
would help it carry out schemes for the benefit of 

in respect of a few things which, I feel, the G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  
ment should take into account a t  the earliest oppor- 
t.unity. I how that it is not as easy as one thinks 
for the Government to get through with its business 
beause despik the fact that there may be a major- 
ity of so-called Labour Members of this House and 
the faet that the members of this Rouse who are 
members of the Executive Committee are Labour- 
ites, there are oflicials--high governmenh official- 
who still have that deep-seated consernative out- 
look and who more or less give passive resistance. 
I am sure about that and, therefore, whatever this 
Government may do, it cannot get on with its busi- 
ness as swiftly as it and its supporters would like. Now, 
Sir, I feel that it is time that something should be 
done by way of providing District Markets especial- 
ly in the parish of St. Michael. Sometime ago the 
Government converted the Public Market into a 
Spirit Bond with the result thab many hawkers who 
wed hawk their wares in thab Market have been 
thrown on the streets be chased from place to 
place by the Police. As I said, I think that some- 
thing should be done to relieve the situation in 
that respect and I do nob think that that some- 

the ~eople. The people outside the Governme~!t / thing should be done by the local Government b- 
want something done, something constructive and cause it would be, in my opinion, a great burden 
unkss the Government does something for the people ' on the taxpayera of the particular parish. As far 
I feel that we shall be in a desperate plight. The l as Salaries and Wages of Government semants are 
Leader of the Rouse spoke about growing vegetables. 
We are ~roposing to subsidize the foodstuffs that are 
grown locally but that will be a11 right, provided we 
get rain. Unless we get rain we mill not be able to em- 

concerned I am not prepared to say much on that 
question now becanss I know that the Civil Service 
Commissioner, Mr. G. H. Adams, C.B.E., is going 
into it but I should like to say, whether he makes 

ploy the labotrrers who are supposed to ~ l a n t  these a recommendation to the effect or not, that this 
foodstuffs and that is why I suggest that the Clove&- 
ment should embark on some schene which will be 
beneficial to these people. I can tell this Rouse that 
there are h u n d ~ ~ d s  of people in St. Lucy who are 
out of work. They go to other parishes to get 

.work and the;v are absolutelv refused e m ~ l o m e n t  

Government should come to the decision that nothing 
lees than $10 per week should be paid to any able- 
bodied man and not less than $7 a week to any 
female worker. I say that because I happen to 
know from experience that it is more than diffi- 
cult for people to live on the small wages that are 

on the gronnd that the work that is available 1; being paid to-day. f i r the r ,  it has been mooted 
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m this Chamber that if the Government paid such 
small wages it is reasonable to expect that prlvat- 
employers will do the same or  even worse. There- 
iore, I am suggesting that this Government should 
lay it down that the minimum of $10 per week 
should be paid to a male worker and $7 per meek 
to a female worker. Anoth* matter to which I should 
like to refer is thad of the installation of a Broad- 
casting Station. I regret that 1 have seen nothing 
ui the Estimates for  the provision of broaclcasting 
fdcilitties for the people of   his country, so that 
every person may have a Receiving Set in  his house. 1 
think Ghat is a very important ltem,-an itcm 
rhich possesses an  educational value and, as such, 
should not be left in the hands of private individ. 
ttals to be commercialized. I am hoping, therefore, 
that soon and very soon the Government will do 
something along that line. As regards the ques- 
tion of Subsidization I would like to issue a warn- 
ing to this Govarnment. As far  as  I can see, the 
efforts of subsidization are being stultified by the 
merchants and plan, , rs  of this country. Quite 
recently you will have seen that the price of sugar 
has been increased by  half cent per lb., and i t  is said 
that we consume about 3,000 tons of sugar a year in 
Barbados; that, Sir, works out at adout S7,000 
which will h d  ita way into the pockets of the 
merchants and planters without justscation. The 
wages of the labourers have not yet been increased. 
The British Government has already paid the in- 
creased price for sugar in order that the planters 
and merchants may be able to pay labourers a little 
more and I fail to see the justification for this in- 
crease in  the price of this commodity which is not 
being imported. I am asking the Government to 
go into this matter because it does appear to me 
that the Control Board is a farce. The next ques- 
tion to which I should like to refer is in  connection 
with the running of the Pine and Seawell estates. 
Fo r  years now, Sir, these estates have been run  
as government properties and I think that i t  is time 
that the Government send statements to this House 
showing whether these estates are being run  a t  a 
profit or loss. That is something which we should 
know. We should not be asked year after year to 
vote money for the rgnning of these estates when 
we cannot see whether it is profitable o r  not: to do 
so. Mr. Speaker, I should be glad if we can make 
a start to-day on the consideration of these Estim- 
ates, so I am not prepared to prolong this debab 
any further but  I am hoping that  the few points 
I have raised will not have fallen on deaf ears, that 
due notice will be taken of them and that something 
will be done. r 

Mr. GARNER: I have no intention whatever, 
like other speakers, to delay the passing of the ES- 
timates but  as everyone else has had his say and hiis 
taken part in the discussion on this blueprint for 
the running of the Government during the next 
financial year I see no reason why I should refrain 
from adding my bit to it. Sir. I must begin by s a y  
ing that I was hoping that the Estimates for next year 
would have been presented in a somewhat different 
manner from those of the past, inasmuch as we have a 
Labour Government in office, and that I would have 
seen, perhaps, a more ambitious programme for the 
workers of the colony ; but in fact I see that it is still 
the old system. There has been no new departure from 
the old system. I n  the first place I am pet to read or 

hear anything about a Land Settlement Scheme for this 
colony. No provision a t  all has been made in  the Esti- 
mates for such a scheme and I think that, as Iiabour 
ites, we are in dutv bound to give to the p e o ~ l e  of this 
colony some security in the land. 1 think. Sir that i t  is 
time we depart from the old sv~tem of al1ow;n~ c: 

taw familits to own all the land m thls colony and 
.+- 

let it be cilstributed among a more appreciable 1 
number of the population. 1 was hoplng to see 
thousands of pounds provlded in these Xstlmates to 
give the inhabitants of thls colony spots of land on l 

main roads on, which they could erect them houses. I 1 
see nothing of that nature although a Labour Govern- 
ment is in power. I am saying, without any personal 

i 
feeling, that one of the first things which a Labour 

i 
$ 

Government should do is to enable the workingman 
to remove his house from the gully to the front where 
he can see for himself what is going on. A person has 
a real voice in the running of the affairs of his coun- 
try oilly when he has a stake in  the land and in my 
opinion a plantatioq in  every parish of this island 
should be at  the disposal of the Government to enable 
i t  to give a Land Settlement Scheme a fair trial 
and, therefore, a certain sum of money should 
have been earmarked in the Estimates for the 
purpose of carrying out such a scheme. That 
is no fallacy; i t  is being done in other colonies. 
I believe that Jamaica has such a scheme and 
while we are progressive in thought we are a t  the 
same time very backward jn action. We need action 
and until something is done along that line I cannot 
see that there is any new departure or any new ac- 
complishment as fa r  as this Labour Government is 
concerned. I know i t  is a big question but i t  is upper- 
most in my mind because I know that the people can- 
not get water or access to their houses with any degree 
of comfort owing to the fact that they are too far  away 
from the main roads. The Water question is a very 
ticklish one. I cannot blame the Government entirely 
for the lack of a proper supply of water because I 
know that Nature is something to do with that; but 
still there are grounds for blaming i t  because Dr. 
Senn in his Report has stated that water is every- 
where in Barbados. So that if in one particular area 
the supply of water may be getting low, there is no 
necessity to waste time Go and dig somewhere else 
where you will find an abundant supply of water. I t  
will require money but, after all. water is very essen- 
tial to the existence of all life. There is another dis- 
appointment which I have encountered and it is this. 
A great deal has been said on behalf of secondary edu- 
cation in this colony but except in one instance in 
which the Government proposes to build a new second 
ary school for the Coleridge and the Parry, no money 
is provided for the building of other secondar!- 
schools. The parish which I have the honour to repre- 
sent is very much in need of a secondary school. Hun 
dreds of children have to attend private schools 
to acquire a secondary education and in some 
cases the buildings in which they are being 
taught privately are very uncomfortable and un- 
suitable for the purpose. The parishes of St. 
Philip and St. John are big enough to maintain a sec- 
ondary school if one was constructed; it would be no 
white elephant nor any financial loss I n  fact. I am 
not thinking of the financial side at  all because I am 
one of those who think that the Government should 
wake up  to the fact that secondary education should 
be free. Still the establishment of a secondary school 
for these parishes would not be a financial loss. It is 
a burning shame to see how children are grouped to- 
gether in  some small houses, like sardines in a tin, 
trying to get a secondary education. The present La- 
bour Government knows in its heart of hearts that 
this is one of the things which were denied ordinary 
folk when other ~ e o ~ l e  were in power and I think i t  
would be doing iustice not onlv to itself but to the 
people and wnuld bp settinc a higher ~ r e m i ~ l m  on the 
activities of Labourites if i t  tackled the question of 
establishing other secondarv schoolq her. rrnd there 



thus relieving the congestion in the present schools 
and hundreds of children of the necessity of hav~ng  
to travel to Bridgetown from the country districts on 
omnibuses among grown-up people who say what they 
like. These children should be given the chance to go 
to schools in their respective parishes and not have to 
hurry to leave their homes for Bridgetown a t  6 o'clock 
in  the morning without having had a proper breakfast; 
when they reach school in Bridgetown they are jaded 
out and camot study. I think the Government should 
take a very serious view of secondary education in  
this island and build schools to accommodate children 
not only in st Peter ad s t .  I , ~ ~ ~  but in every parish 
of this island. What about St. Philip and St. John? 
~ t .  Philip has a big claim because it is the largest 
parish of the island and the number of children who 
live in that would justify the of a 

Although I do not see any pro- 
visioIl in the Estimates for it ,  yet it is not too late 
for those who saw fit to omit it to take to heart what 

have and do something in this respect in the 
llear future. I come next to the Government Indus- 
trial Schools Sir, that I can say about that 
school will be too bad. ~t is true that a Committee 
has recommended certain reforms but up  to now 1 
have not seen any implementation of those recom- 
mendations Quite recently another Committee 
was and I do not know what they intend 
to But, S'r, I am not wait and see 
what they are going to do because sometimes some of 
these Committees wait for years before they hold a 
meeting, let alone doing something tangible. It is 
not only that a Committee should be appointed but 1 
should like to point out that i t  is time that something 
should be done, especially in r f spen  of the acting ap- 
pointments at the Boys' Industrial School. The Chief 
Overseer has been acting as Superintendent for a very 
long time and while he may be a schoolmaster, certain- 
ly  he not be a planter at the same time; he has 
the dual job of looking after the and 
the plantation and i t  is about time that one is divorced 
from the other. It can be done and I fail to see 
why the Government does not do i t  a t  once. Some- 
time ago I asked certain questions about the diet and I 
am informed that On occasions the boys were 
given bread since then. But  that is a Very poor trial. 

Members hold ~ o r t f o l ~ o s  should be 
%lad to do something for the Poor boys at  this institu- 
tion but, instead, the Members who hold portfolios 
are friends of those who would take away from the 
boys. So nothing has been done. They are the 
friends of those who advocate giving the boys two 
biscuits on mornings and in order to please their 
friends they sap "Oh. don't listen to Garner." That 
is a shame 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I think the honourable member 
should h e p  those points until we go into Committr- 
on the Estimates. 

Mr. GARNERl: I want to give the reason why 
I make these points. The Government should make 
haste and change the system which obtains at the 
Government Industrial Schools. Not so long ago 
I was interviewed by a number of people who came 
to me and asked if I happen to be a representativs 
of the parish of St. Philip. I replied "yes". T h y  
ask~d  me '"DO you know what is happening a t  the 
Boys' Industrial Schoo l? 'T  replied "unless i t  is 
something new I think I know evervthing that I 
should h o w . "  Mr. Speaker, you would be surprised 
to know that the Head of that Department which is 
a Reformatory School, sent thp Dodds bbys to pull 
a lorry from Seaw~l l  plantation back to Dodds. 
Mr. Speaker, I submit that the Head of that Depart. 

luent needs reformation first before he could reform 
people. Lvnat a heartless creature! f i e  sent those 
unlortunate boys to pull a lorry from seawell ~ l a i l -  
tatlon back to Dodds. It 1s nothing personal b ~ :  
he has no heart;  he is inhuman. When these com- 
plaints come to You, You have to hear them and You 
must speak about them. If you are a human being, 
YOU must talk about them. h d  what is more? Sincc 
the people have confided in me I am going to do my 
duty. Another polnt in  connection with that institution 
which I want to raise is this. I was hoping that tk  
Labour Government in  power would know that tht  
overseers at this institution have to put  i n  extra 
hours of work, that they have to be on night duty 
and have to peg clocks. It is not like a Trade Unior: 
saying that men must work 40 or 44 hours a week. 
This 1s a government institution and a Labour GOV- 
ernmint who is fesponsible for the running of it 

that these oversews put  in long hours 
of work and if you look at  their wages you will see 
the scale of wages in next year's Estimates is the same 

it is at present The Government has given 
any consideration to the long hours for which theso 
~ ~ ~ ~ e e r s  are required to work. These are poor men 
who have to stick on the job and be disciplined. $36 
a mouth rear a family. People who work the 
land ge t  more than $9 a week. I t  is true that these 
overseers get a little ration but what is a little ration? 
It is time that the Labour Government wakes up to 
its obligation and do some conorete work. The cost of 
living has gone up and night should be 
for as overtime. The Government should base it., 
fiwres on the fact that these overseprs work for 
long hours; they do responsible work and to give 
them $36 a month with a little ration allowance is a 
joge. I hope that something will be done shortly 
to remedy the state of which exists at the 
B ~ ~ ~ ,  Industrial school, as far as the salaries df 

these overseers are concerned. $36 a month is no 
money, comparatively speaking, Money has 
lost its value and 1 hope that  something will be don? 

that. ~ h , ~ ~ ~  is just one point I should like to 
raise and i t  is in connection wit. a certain remark 
which 1 made last week about Government House. 
as every one around the table knows I was a 
of the Se18ect Committee that  was appointed to pre- 
pare a reply to the Governor's M~~~~~~ relating to 
the emoluments of the office of Governor and 1 made 
certain remarks dnrinq the collrsg of my speech on 
the recommendations that Committee, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do aot think we can debate 
that now. 

Mr. GARNER: I am speakhg, Sir, under Head 
I ,  The Governor. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  You must confine your re- 
marks to the Estimates as a whole and you cannot 
refer to a debate which has already taken place in the 
House during this session. 

Mr. GARNER: I am confining my remarks to 
the Estimates. I said on that occasion that I did 
not remember certain emoluments which are given 
in connretion with Government House and that is 
why, perhaps, I did not support a t  the time the re- 
jection of the Address as a whole. 

R!?. SPEAKER:  I have told the honourable 
member that the House is not now dealing with 
that Addresq and that he cannot refer to the debate 
that has taken place during this Session on that Ad- 
dress. 

Mr. GARNER: I do not want to go against your 
ruling but there arr  certain remarks which I want 
to make in connection with the emolnment~ of th' 
Goy-rnor and I will make them when we cornn tq 
the particular Head in the Estimates. But Sir, I say, 
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agaln that there is no new departure in the prepara- 
tlon ol these bstlmaLes. I can vlsuallze what a strong 
healthy Coahtlon Government would nave me ail^ 

to ttne runnmg of atfairs m t h l ~  i s l t d  aad  because 
there is nothmg strong about the presgnt Labour 
Government, we have the Estimates coming down 
h the old conservative way. Sir, wh, :t is needed in 
this Laaour Gaernment apparently is the infusian 
of new blood. Whether they be classified as Radicals 
or what not I think that  it is time that we make sow? 
new arrangrmtnt along that line and give the peo- 
ple the representation they really deserve. It is not 
enough for us to go among the people year after 
year and make promises. We should endeavour to 
remedy those evils which beset the people day in and 
day out and when it comes, Sir, to the omission of 
Land Settlement Scheme for the poorer CJ~SS of 
people in this colony I say that it is time that thio 
Goveriimcnt be censured and I use that word advised- 
ly. Land Settltment, Sir, is very necessary in this 
colony and i t  is about time we make a start in that 
direction. We have the funds and i t  is beyond the 
shadow of a doubt that we have the capabilities. 
What  is more is that there is a t  present 3 demand 
fop Land Settlement. I n  every parish the Government 
should own at  least one plantation. Give t h ~  people 
some stability, some security in the land aud not 
leave them to live here and there to be told as soon 
as they do not pay the land rent, "I give you seven 
days7 notice to quit" or if their houses are on t5n 
plantation "I stop 5/- this week; if you do not lik3 
i t  you know what to do." You can make these people 
feel more secure by l ~ t t i n g  them have their own spots 
of land on which to put  their houses and I repest 
that it is about time we make a start in  that direc:- 
ion. As regards the water supply, there are many 
districts-I speak especially of St. Philip7s parish 
now-in which no water mains run a t  all and this 
Government mould be well advised, if there are mains 
in the colony, not to wait until (the water can be had 
to run mains in the districts to which I am refehing. 
We have just passed through what is known as a 
~e r ious  drought in  this island, especially in  the par- 
ish which I have the honour to represent. Most of 
the crops in this parish are finished and t h o s  that 
are not h i shed  are on the verge of finishing; thlere- 
fore, i t  is incumbent upon this Labour Government 
to b d  work for the people or i t  will have to dole' 
money to them though I hate the dole system. The 
price of goods to-day is fa r  above what the people 
who are working are able to pay, let alone those 
who cannot find employment and i t  would be a gootl 
idea if this Labour Government would lset to work 
at  oilce and see that mains are laid in those districts 
in which there are no mains in order to provide work 
for the people until the further supply of water i.; 
obtainable. I see no reason why that cannot be dam. 
Everybody knows that when commodities wer : 
cheap, people shared their meals with their friends but 
now that commodities are so expensive, person$ 
can hardly feed themselves, let alone help some- 
bodp else You cannot view these Estimates in the 
Iiaht of all of us livinq in Barbados and, therefor?, 
should help one another. These are days of aus- 
terity for all of us and while in  past years we wer? 
disposed to share what we have with others, we can- 
not well afford to do so now. So this Government 
has to be alert about those thinrs and make provis- 
ion for the emplo.vm~nt of people: somFthinp must 
be  don^ a t  once. I did not attend the meeting cf 
the House last Tuesdav but  I understood from tht, 
newsnaper reportq that the Tjead~r of the Rouse 
talked abont subsidizing local foodstuffc. Sir, I 
happen to be a planter and I have mv own view; 

about that proposal. I f  we get no rain, there m111 
be no IoodstuEs to be subsidized and rf  we get ram, 
there will be an  abundant supply of iooclstutts; 
that that proposal will require a great deal more 
consideration. l offer an apology for the clensity of 
niy brain if I do not understand it. 

Mr. SPEAIIEIE: I do nor, t ~ l l l l K  that the ques- 
tion as to how subsidization is to be arranged comes 
within the consideration of the Estimates. 

iVir. GAltKEli: As Your l ioi~our rules. l think 
I have spoke11 on those Heads to which I wanted to 
refer and I have no intention of holding up  the pass- 
ing of the Estimates. But before I sit down I should 
again warn this Labour Government that i t  can be 
censured for not having made any bold departure 
froni the old system of preparing the Estimates. It 
has not formulated any new schemes ; i t  has not shown 
any initiative or any ability to run  the Government as 
its members claim they can. They make that claim 
because it is a one man's show. Some people who 
have no other objective but to gain power become 
lethargic after having gained that power and do not 
utilize it for the benefit of the masses. This thing is 
very burning to my soul because as a Labourite 1 
know what I would have done if I were in power. I 
would have made a new departure from the old sys- 
tem in the preparation of these Estimates; it woultl 
have been something astounding. As regards the In- 
come Tax I am not against Tncome Tax as such but, 
Sir, when i t  is considerecl that those poor boys who 
work as clerks in Broad Street stores earn only per- 
haps as much as would keep body and soul together 
I do not think they should be asked to pap income 
tax. 

Mr SPEAICER: Again that is really not a 
question to be dealt with ill the consideration of the 
Estimates. Income Tax forms part  of the financial 
policy of the Government and if the honourable mem- 
ber wants to discuss the incidence of the tax, he can 
do so when the Bill to lay the Rates is before the 
House. 

Mr. GARXER: The Income Tax Department 
is one of the Heads in these Estimates of Expenditure. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I agree but you are going into 
the incidence of the tax. 

Mr. GARNER: All right, Sir. Since I have 
learnt to give and take I shall not go any further with 
that point. I hope I have said enough to awaken this 
Labour Government to a sense of its duty and to the 
fact that i t  is losing one of the few opportunities to 
assist the masses in  this colony. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker,- I quite realize 
the position in which we h d  ourselves to-day as 
regards the Es t imats  but  there is o w  thing that 
must be drawn to the attention of the honourable 
introducr of these Es t imate  and that is that they 
we* introduced in the month of February a week 
later than the date in February, 1947, on which the 
Estimates for 1947-48 were introduwd. Further, f 
must remind honourable members that  this is a very 
important matter. The Estimates for 1947-48 were 
laid on the table of this House on the 18th February, 
1947, and the Estimates for the ensuing year were 
laid on the 24th February, 1948. Sir, the comments 
which I should like to make are such a13 can be ap- 
propriately made when we come to consider the 
several Heads of Expenditure; therkfore, I am going 
to avail myself of a few minutes to make a few brief 
observations. I will say that the Governm~nt is 
lucky that it finds its-elf with a good surn111a bal- 
ance in the Treasury. But  what I would like to 
draw to its attention i4 that when revenue it: obtain- 
ed from Customs and othev Departments such as the 
Post Office, i t  means that p~op le  who mav not he 
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rich have been more or less taxed. There is a systeu / 
by which Customs Duti& may be abandoned alto- l 
gether and when it comes to the Post Office I hate 
to think that we make money out of the Post Office, 
We bhould run the Post 0 % ~ ~  as a postal service and 
llot as a postal revenue producing Department. If 
we are anticipating 4 lot of parcels going from thin 
island through the Post Office, then the proper 
thing to do is to reduce the pwtal charges so that 
people can get the benefit of it. So far as I under- 
stand we have collected revenue in excess of the 
Estimates from the Custom, the Income Tax and 
Death Duties Department and the Post Office re- 
spectively. Now, as regark  the Income Tax I would 
just call attention to the fact that the rates in ex- 
i.tence were left over by govern men;^ that may have 
k ~ e n  good in the art of not' taxing those who are most 
able to pay. I believe that it is only recently, on 
the recommendation of an expert, that we have 
made the Companies tax approximate more to the\ 
personal rate. That was told to us by Mr. Howie. 
We have, Sir, in this kland the majority of business 
l eiiig done by very few people ; that means that a 
few pople make very large incomes from trade and 
I think, Sir, we should have something in th, nature of 
a supertax. I think that is absolutcly esseiitial and 
~ o n l d  rew~lt in a lowering of the rates on personal 
incomes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope that the honourable 
member would not go into details on that point. 

m. LEWIS: No, Mr. Speaker. I am finished 
with that because I can deal with it on a subsquent 
occasion. There is, however, one further point which 
1 hope you will allow me to make so as to remove any 
suspicjon from t& public's mind. I should like the 
honourable senkr member for St. Joseph to cab- 
gorically state whether it is the intention of the Gov- 
ernment to exempt from income tax the Sugar Ccsj 
Funds. I should like him to reply to that. Another 
thing to which I should like him to reply is this: I 
do not know that we actually agreed to it in 
House in any ljpecial way but I know that it has 
been mentioned by His Excellency the Governor in a 
speech, that is, that we should take in our budget such 
projects olf Colonial Development and Welfare as the 
Maternity Hospital and things like that. But I 
notice that some of these things are included in our 
expenditure and I am wondering why on our rev- 
enue eide we have not, put down what would be our 
annual share of the lump sum of money granted by 
Colonial Development and Welfare. It should be in 
th Estimates but I have not seen it. If  we are going 
to tack these schemes on to our budget of expendi- 
ture we should off-set it ?.iy part of the 5800,000 that 
has been allotted to us under the 10-year Develop- 
ment Plan. I must say, as some form of relief :o 
persons paying income tax, that I am one of those 
who are convinced that secondary education in this 
country should ;be f e e  and I believe that we me in 
a financial position to do it and do it now. I notice 
that an Entertainmeot Tax haa been suggested but 
I should like to express the hope that the Government 
would not think of imposing such a tax on the pub- 
lic of this country. T do not know if this Enbzrtain- 
ment Tax has been suggested to-day simply because 
the theatres have exchanged hands or something of 
that kind but it is very strange to find it being Fag- 
geated now. T f  it were imposed, i t  would be a 
source of annoyance and irritation to the public 
and I hope that it will not be instituted. 1 should 
1ik.n to express my satisfaction over the fact that 
capital expenditur~ has beeh set out in t h ~  way it 
has been set out in the Estimates but. Sir. there 
ia one thine that T must say and it is this: It must 
h- n~rfe~t lv  obvious to the mem5ers of this House 

and to the Government that there & no Depal-tment 
of the Government Ssrviee that is a greater source of 

I'aunoyance to the public of this country than t h ~  
General Post O%ce. It is housed is a buildlng that 
is ideally situated for the purpse  and structural 
alterations would make it more cornfortabLe for thi: 
persons working therein and more @ervioeable to 
the community. I fail to *e why t h s  Government 
should omit in its statement of capltal expend~mre 
for the coming p a r  a sum of money for the renova- 
tion of the downstairs of this b u u ~ l ~ g  to h ~ u s e  the post 
Office. I sincerely hope that members of thls House 
would visit the Post Office and see the literal dens 
to which the various apartments can be approximated. 
The building can be made into an excellent Post 
Office and I sincerely hope that the Government wlll 
not remove it from this site but wlll make lt ser- 
viceable to the community. It is adjacent to one 
of the widest streets in $his City and no ulje is made 
of that street by way of an entrance or entrances to the 
Post Office. There k just one further point, Sir, I 
would like to make and it is that I would like to see 
a sum included in the Estimates of Expenditure for 
the payment of members of the Legislature. I do 
not th,ink that it is a question we should take 
lightly at all. We need not sit he& in the positio:l 
of guilty men at all. Some pa-nt should be mad2 
to membeis of the Legislature and it is nothing of 
which any member of this House or any other 
place should be ashamed. We should budget for it 
and let the p.eople of this colony know that thme 
are services they should pay for if they want thr 
best consideration tc be given them I ~incerely 
hope that the senior member for St. ' ~ o s e ~ h ,  when 
me come t o  consider Head 32 of the Estimates will 
?;,plain to me why the salaries of the officers of the 
Department of Highways and Transport have bscn 
put in the Column "F'ixed by Law'". I know th:tt 
a d e b t e  took place in the Other Place as to the 
legal status of special Resolutiom but the officers of 
tht partment of Highways and Transport were 
not appointed i;y means of a special Resolution and 
no attempt hac been made to m ~ n d  the Alct so as 
:p  bring them in line with officers of other Depart- 
ments who have been appointed by means of Special 
Resolutions. I believe that the putting of the salar- 
ies of these officers in the C o l u p  "Fixed by Law" 
is somewhat questionable and I hope that the hon- 
oura%]e member will adduce sufficient legal argument 
to satisfy me as a layman. I admit that we are 
in the unfortunate pwition of ha.ving to consider ancl 
pass these Estimates in a very short and specified 
time and, therefove, I shall reserve any further 
comments I may have to make until we are consider- 
ing the various  head^ of Expenditure. 

Mr. ADAMS: I regret that honourable mem- 
bers, in criticizing the Government, did not take the 
trouble to get a little informaion beforehand if they 
did not have the time to go through the Estimates. 
I f  they had done so. it would have saved a great 
deal of time. I t  is a grave reflection on the sense 
of responsibility of those honourable members who 
critizize the Government on the matter of the water 
supply when in those members7 hands should be the 
Report of Mr. Roddam and the suggestions of the 
Manager of the Waterworks, as regards what the 
Government is going to do. When the senior mem- 
ber for St Lacy says that the Government has done 
this and the other thing but has done nothing about 
the Waterworks, there should be in his head a re- 
coIIrction of the pa-sin~, of 3 R-solution for $112,000 
in June last pear and a Resolution for 55,000 in 
Jul>~ last year for the of machinery, pump- 
in€? exnenses and every nossible thing in connection 
with the Waterworks. There should also bp in his 



~lead-uot what he reads m the "Torch" newspa- 
per-a recolleuLion that Dilr. hoddam has told us 
chat we cannot get anything by way of mach~nery 
in  two years. 

h r .  WARD : On a point of explanation. I 
suggested that the reservoirs could be constructed 
and the wells dug until the machinery arrives. 

&&. AD&LVlb: lr the honouraole ruemuer hau 
asked for the intormation before he spoke ne Woulu 
llave mown what is happening. We have Dr. 
senn's beport. We had LO get tne experL s auvlce 
as to the cost because we do not know tor cerculll 
how deep thls water is and a blngle question pub 
;o a member of the Executive Committee could have 

the honourable member that there 1s nothing 
whatever that the Government could do that It has 
no; done. I am going to be perhaps oEensive when 
I ask this question: Does the senior member for St. 
~ u c y  think that if these points appeal to him as 
being absolutely nestssary, they do not appeal to 
&embers of the Executive Conimlttce who a t  leahi 
have as mueh intelligence a,q thc honou~dble member? 
What persons with even half the average intelli- 
gence would run the afTairs of the Government with- 
out that water is the life-blood of the com- 
muni:y and, therefore, set about to see what they 
can do about i t ?  The junior member for St. Philip 
tslked about mains. He too forgets that we can no^ 

get mains. Does he suggest that we should dig 
trenches and leave them there until we get the 
main~s? I am reminded, Sir, that pear before last- 
this Government cannot claim the credit for that 
-the sum of 515,400, which appears in Appendix 
13  to the Estimates a t  page 91, was also voted for 
the purchase of machinery for the Waterworks and 
practically none of that money has been spent be- 
cause there yet remains a balance of £15,330 Then 
in A p p e ~ d i x  8 at  page 82, there are the sums of 
£112,000 and 55,000 which were voted by Resoln- 
tions 59 of 1947 and 69 of 1947 respectively,-Reso- 
lutions which the senior member for St. Lucy help- 
ed to pass,-for the purpose of purchasing machin- 
ery for the Waterworks. The honourable senior 
member for St. Lucy has the Reports in  his hands 
but if, of coum,  he is repeating what he read in 
the newspaper to which I referred,-a newspaper 
that would state anything howmer disgraceful or un-  
true,-hhen naturally he would make the criticisms 
he has made The junior member for St. Philip 
spoke about Dodds and said that  i n  spite of the 
criticisms which have been made the Government 
is doing nothing to show whether they are justified 
or not. The Government has appointed a Commit- 
tee to make enquiry but does the honourable memb~r  
not sen that in the eapital expenditure the sum of 
£10,000 is provided for alterations to the Govern- 
ment Tndustrial Schools? Ts that not a beginning? 
Then the honourable member said that we have made 
certain suqgestions and asked what are we doing. 

the honourable member really think that  me 
can get throlrrh all these projects in 12 months? We 
hone we shall be able to do so but does he suggest 
that the h e r n m e n t  is not trying to pick out some 
of the nroiects which i t  feels ought to be dealt with 
first? Tf he thinks that the Govprnmont qhould tackle 
 his or that first, let him sav so but  do not m g K ~ 6  
that  the Government is doing nothing. As regards 
flancation. no Gov~nrnent ,  past or p r ~ m t  Can yearly 

acc~fied of failiner to take a veyv m a t  in- 
terest in Rfiilcation and T will sav this: the Der- 
cPntaK~ of illiteracv in Barbadbs is lem than in any 
ofher Caribhpan colonv-Rritish, Fwnch, nutcl, or 
American: there are mnm ~ ) p ~ l , ,  have bePn 

in the schools of Barbados than in any other 

territory ~n the Caribbean area. So nowever muon P- 
I may attack their mwdeeus or neglects I would 
no, tall into the error of saying that previous Gov- 
ernments, however conservative, were not concerned 
over Education. The Government feels that the 
fault 1s not so much with ihe schools but with the 
lack of training for teachers and that is being reme- 
died by the establlshinent of the Teachers' ' lram~u", 
College aL Erdiston. I do not think it is necessary 
to say anything in reply to the critlclsm about tml- 
gratloll to the Uliiteci Kingdom, since honourable -4 

menlbers niust have read a letter in  the Press point- i 
ilig out what the posltion is. As regards Rent Re- 
strlction, even before this Government was formed, t 

. F  
the attitude of the Government or a beginning a t  any 
rate into an exploration of the possibilities, W:%% 1 

to establish a Board but i t  is absolutely essential, 
juclging from the experience of Great Britain and 
Triniciacl, to have a legally trained man as Chairman 
of a liellt Restriction Board and, so far, it is very 
dificult to fillcl any legally trained local man who l 
~voultl be willing to take the position. I hear a name 
mentioned That particular gentleman's name 4.1 
which has been mentioned, is never m% with ready i 
approval ill this House but there are ways and 
means by n-hich i t  may be worked. There is in the I 

offing a Rill to revise the whole Judiciary and it may i 

be possible to tack on to the duties of one or more I 
i 

Police Magistrates the chairmanship of a Rent Re- 
striction Board. When the matter reached the ! 
Esecntive Committee two or three years ago, an 
investigation was made and a t  that  time, the report 

l 
\vas that the incidence of the raising of rents was 
not so great or so universal as to warrant the more 
or less elaborate machinery that would have to be 
set up. There is a school of thought-I personally a 
am not persuaded by it-that when the cost of build- 
ing new buildings or keeping present buildings in 
repair is taken into consideration, the present rents 
that are being charged .are not too high. Without 
saying too much I must remind honourable mem- 
bers that the Executive Committee is composed of 
nine persons. As regards what has been said about 
the subsidization of locally grow11 food~ituffs I would 
repeat, for the benefit of those honourable members 
who did not hear what I said in my budget speech 
that what the Government proposes to do is to pay 
the maximum scheduled price a t  Laneaster Factory 
for all vegetables that cannot otherwise be sold; so  
it is not quite a matter of subsidization in  the or- 

I 
dinar- sense of the word. We want everybody t o  
plant vegetables, and not to feel that they may plant 
too much because what they cannot sell they can 
send to Lancaster Factory and the Government wilI 
pav for it. T do not think, Mr Speaker, that the 
other points are of such importance that I should 
replr to them, except to sap this. The accusation 
ha9 been made that I disclosed some budget secrets 
ancl that T made a statement outside which would 
not bear examinat;on. Mr Speaker. T h-vp a verx- 
great fault and i t  is that I do not worry to correct 
mistakes in speeches of mine which are reported 
in the local newspaners, especially i n  the "Advo- 
m t ~ "  newsI)aner. What T did say-and anv figures 
that T cave could only have been obtained fr6m the 
usual Financial Report which is published from 
month to month-was that we have budgeted fm 
~ 1 . ~ 0 ( - ) , ~ 0  and we were going to collect E1,900,000: 
therefore, we are co1Iecting £400,000 from i n c o w  
tax and T was careful to add Custom Dtitierr 
too. Tt perfectly true that  I went on to talk dbont 
hitting the rich pe02le in respect of income tax withoat 
having a y  farther reference to Customs DU- 
ties and in the report of my sperech in the "Advo- 
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to the Department of Highways and Transport to be 
repaired? As I said before, these are days of aus- 
terity. We have to do these things in our homes and 
why can they not be done in  Qovesilment House. As 
a matter oif fact, the Government should set the ex- 
ample in  this rejspect. I am very glad, Sir, that you 
called my attention to the fact that wages are in- 
cluded in this amount. 

A t  t h i ~  stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SPWER resumes tll-i 
Chair and adjourns the House until 2.45 p.m. in 
accordance with Rule 40 ( a ) .  

R,EPLIES LAID. 

On re-assembling, 
Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to lay on the Table 

of the House the replies to questions No. 39 standing 
in the name of the hon. junior member for St. Lucy, 
and the replies to questions No. 46 standing in 
the name of the honourable junior member for St. 
Thomas. 

Mr. TALDIIA: I beg to lay the reply to ques- 
tion No. 42 standing in the name of the hoa. junior 
member for  St. Lucy. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to lay the replies to ques- 
tions No. 48 standing in the name of the hon. 
senior member for  St. Peter. 

SUSPENSION O F  RTJLSS 61 (A)  AND 61 (B) 
I 

Mr. ADAMS : 1 ask leave to move the ws- 
pension of Rules 61(a) and 61(b) in order to con- 
tinue Government Business. 

There being no objection, the hon. member was 
granted leave tp make the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that Rules 61 (a? 
and 61(b) be now suspended. 

Mr. TALMA seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

THE ESTIMATES 1948-49 

Mr. SPEAKER : When the House adjourned 
for lunch we were in Committee of Supply on the 
Estimates. 

&h. SPEAFCER left the Chair and the House 
resumed Committee of Supply on the Estimates, 
Mr. RAMSAY being in the Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : On the adjournment for 
lunch the hon. junior member for St. Philip was 
speaking onfitems under Head I. 

THE QOVERNOR 

Mr. GARNER : Mr. Chairman,-I was speak- 
ing on item 10 "Water Supply.'' Anybody who 
looks up the Estimates will see that S 3 0  is Gxed 
by law and we are beiug asked tw,day t;o vote S50 
more. The note says that this includes provision 
for water rates, meters and cost of water used in 
excess of 3,000 gallons per diem. Everybody knows 
that water is very scarce nowadays and whether 
it be a t  Government House or anywhere else you 
have got to be frugal with it. If at the head 01 
&airs you do not get a n  example set where else 
can you expect to have anything observed except 
in the breach? Whjle we love to have water we 
emnot afford to spend money to have it wasted; i t  
is the taxpayers' money that  is being spent. If they 
use 2(6o niuch water a t '  Governmeqt ~Hbuse the 
supply i n  the various districts will not be sufficient. 
Everybody knows thab in some districts. you can- 
aot  get any water and we cannot afford to allow the 
Eead of the Adnlinistration o r  anyone ek& to waste 
water. I f  they have a, fan mill up there the water 
produced from thr fan mill can also be used. As re- 
gards item I1 "Upkeep of gardens" I had a peep 

around the lawns and they appeared to  be verj 
ary. 'l'he note says that thls iwm has been mcreas- 
ea. by &ku to meer, che cosli or rep~aclng dn old lawn 
mower. I beg t c  move tfid~. L U ,  ILCAI,  dt: deleted. 
Before the luncheon interval 1 said coat these are 
days of austerity and W e  who dld not wear a patch 
In our underwars have to patch them now where i t  
cannot be seen. We have to practise ausierity; we 
want to spend money where it wlll produce the most 
results. I am speaking about these t- serl- 
ouslz; 1 want some of this money to spend in  the 
parishes so that the people can get something to eat. 
I am not concerned with politics when i t  is a ques- 
tion of the people's food. I beg to move that item 
10 "Water Supply7' be reduced by S20. 

Mr. HAYNES: I beg to second the hon. mem 
ber's motion as a protest. (Mr. ADAMS : Against 
what ?) dgaiiist the shortage of water. (Laughter.) 
Some other people cannot get water and I do  no^ 

see why the Head of the Administration should be 
allowed to have all that he cares to draw. I have 
a factory in the parish of St. Andrew and ,  some- 
times the people cannot get any water. (A MEM- 
BER : Do you shut off the factory?) I have to 
get water from other sources. 

Mr. ADAMS : Under the Colonial Office Regu- 
lations a flag must be flown a t  Government House. 
The Union Flag with the approved Arms or Badge 
of the colony emblazoned on the centre drawn up 
on a white ground surrounded by a green garland 
must be flown from sunrise to sunset when the Gov- 
ernor is in residence. The Crown Agents have sug- 
gested that wool will last longer than silk. The silk 
flags would cost 175/- each but you get f a r  better 
service from wool flags a t  the present priae of 6916. 
I mention that inasmuch as the point has been 
raised and an explanation is due. I do not think 
that anybody would take the two hon. members 
striously when they talk about water. Why do  
they not examine the Estimates before they try 
to be childish? When hon. members are going to 
criticize the Government they should have something 
on which to criticize it. Why should it be assumed 
that water is wasted a t  Government House? They 
are not using the ordinary Government water for 
watering the lawns; f a r  from water being wasted 
u p  there, a n  example is being set because the votie 
is less than it was last year. I hope that honourablc 
members will keep their artillery for  use when it 
will be useful. As regards the upkeep of gardens 
which includes the payment of gardeners, casual 
labourers, etc., the vote has been increased from 
33370 to £410 for the purpose of replacing an old 
lawn mower. That mower has shown signs of wear 
and tear and by the time that a new one is obtained 
that old one will have gone so f a r  as to need re- 
placement It was thought that this amount should 
be put: in  the Estimates so that the money will be 
available when i t  is needed. 

Mr. GARNER : I see that 3330 is fixed by l'aw 
for the water supply and the remainder has to 
be voted. (Mr. ADAMS : Are you moving the 
deletion of the entire vote?) I am not speaking 
about what is fixed by law; the hon. member knows 
what I mean. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Do you not think it better 
to thresh out item 10 and then we can go on to  
item 11? 

Mr. ADABIS : F a r  from there being any 
waste a t  Government House or  any undue advant- 
age over anybody, the vegetables which are not 
qsed in  the kitchen are given to the institutions. 

Mr. WARD : Although the hon. member may 
b~ enthusial~tic about 'reducin'p th- votm as a pro- 
test against not getting water, he is really reducing 
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it to what it was last year, and I think he should Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
reduce it lower than what it was last year. Mr. BRANCKER: Item 2 "Engineer in charge 

The question that item 10 be reduced by S 2 0  of Water Craft S200" has just caught my eyes. AS 
was put and resolved in the negative. the note reads, this gentleman is also Superlntend- 

A division was taken as follows: ent Mechanic at the Department of Highways and 
Ayes : Messrs C R A Q ~ ~ ~ R D ,  GARNER, and HAYNE~ Transport. Now, Mr. Chairman, I would like to 

-3. out definitely if i t  is a fact that he is also adting 
Roes: Dr. VILSON, Yess= S Y M M o B D L in the capacity of Executive Engineer at  the Ded 

BRANCKER, SMITH, F. 1,. T\'ALCOTT, Cox, FOE.TEX. partment of ~ i g h w a ~ s  and Transport. I am told 
-p, LEWIS, TALJLA, ADAYIS, BLACI<MAX, MOTTLEY, that up to week and t4*oughout the of 

GALE, S. A. WALCOTT, \RLKINSON? W~BD, Dr. CON- last month this gentleman was so acting. If that is a 
MINS and Mr. SPFAKEB.-~~. fact it puts us in a very dBcult position as regards 

Mr. C H A I R m N  : The question has been re- the quation of plurality of offices. Not only have WC, 

solved in the negative, three hon. members voting had to accept him in hja dual role a t  the apartment  
"Aye" and nineteen honourable memb?rs voting of Highways and Transport, and we wonld to 
"xo.v ~h~ motion for the deletion of item 11 hm feel that hi. whole t h e  ia devoted to the mmhinery 
not been seconded. at that Department, but we 6nd that he is also 

Engine~r in charge of Water Craft. Sast year when 
The that the 8- of fl,708 be votd we discussed the Colonial Estimates some r e f e ~ e e  

under this Head was put and resolved in the affirm- was made to this matter and 1 recollect that a ~ O V -  
a~ive without division. ernment Spokesman haid that he would go into this 

matter and suggested that there would be a change 
HEBD 11-COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE in this coming year ; but the position is the ljame with 

this difference, that this official is also acting or was 
The items and the amounts to be voted were also acting as Executive Engineer. If it is difficult 

read. for anybody to perform two jobs, how much more 
Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that the sum of difficult it muist be for hi111 to have to th-e 

21,404 be x~oted under this Head. fobs? Not only that, we have been told that the 
Mr. T A ~ A  secoi~ded the mohion which was post of Executive Fnginwr is one which 

agreed to. exceptional qualifications, so much so that it 

l has been advertised for many years a t  a salary 
HEAD 111-COLONIAL TREASURER'S DEPARTMENT g650 a year and nobody has been found to be 

The items and the amounts to be -voted were 
read. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that the sum of 
33351 be vobed under this Head. 

Mr. TALMA seconded thp lllotioll ~ ~ h i c h  was 
agreed to. 

HEAD IV--AUDITOR GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT 

The items and the be were 
read. 

Mr. : I beg move that the sum of 
S297 be voted under this Head. 

Mr. TALMA secoildecl th+ ilzoti~on which was 
agreed to. 

HEAD V - HARBOUR AND SHIPPING MASTER 

The items and the amounts to be voted were 
read. 

ADAM': I ask leave to item 
"Maintenance of buow S50" by putting £150 against 
that item. At the time when the Estimates wer: 
being prepaned it was impossible to b o w  that this 
addition was necessam. The Harbour and Shipphp 

informs that this mount of will bp 
insufficient to cover the cost of essential repairs to 
the buoys at Needham's point ancl Loizp School. The 
condition of, these buoys could not be ascertained 
at the time when the1 estimates were prepared and 
it was not until the buoys wre taken in hand for 
repairs that thdr  condition was disclosed. That. is 
why the additional sum is b~inp  asked for. 

Mr. LEWIS : I am not objecting to the ameud 
ment but i t  me that in this Case You only 
discover the condition of the buoys when you start to 
repair them. I think that a wriodical examina6on 
of these buoys should be made so that the vote is 
no& treblecl as on this occasion. 

There 'b'eing no objectim, leave was granted th? 
honourable member. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum of 
£10,536 be voted under this Head. 

6:uitable for it- If my information is Correct that 
this g~ntleman is also acting as Executive En&neer 
at the Dfepartment of Highwap and Transport, I 
would like to know whether his work has !ken 
suffering in any way in consequence of his having 
so many jobs to perform. We want to feel that in 
respect of any job which a man is doing he win have 
Pull time to fulfil all the duties of the office. If th? 
office of Executive Engineer is a whole-time one 
requiring special qualifications with regard to road 
construction, one cannot undenstand how this official 
could perform the duties of this office, of the office 
of Superintendent Mechanic and also of that of 
Engineer in charge of Water Craft for a period of 
nearly two months already this year. after all, we 
have to see that the taxpayefs' money is expended to 
the utmost benefit of the taxpayers aqd I suggest 
that if it is found essential to put W official to 
act as Executive Engineer as well as being Superin- 
tendent Mechanic at the Dfpartment of Highways 
and Transport, we may put somebody else 6 sot as 
En$ineer in charge of Wiater Craft. I do not SW 

how you can have one doing all of these jobs 
and doing aem propefly. It is not fair to the taz- 
payers to have this state of affairs continuing. J 
would lihn to ask the Government if they can assure 
us that thir gentleman can do all these jobs thorough- 
ly, satisfactorily and efficiently and even then the 
question of plurality of  office,^ must arise. It is not 
really fair to have post which yequires hig6 quali- 
fications in one line engineering by -some 
on,e who no doubt has verg but in 
an entirely different line. I feel that so& lexpla- 
nation is d11e to us a.. to whether this Encineer : n  
chqr~e of Water Craft has been filling the other 
offices well. I not l i b  to think that he has 
been acting Executive Engineer in pp~ference to 
mxalified highway engineers on the Staff of tho 
Denartment simply bwause some of the p w s e ~ t  
nffiwn: jn the &partmen+ ape unwilling to work 
11nJer nnalified r ~ ~ i l  ~ ~ a i n e e r s .  personc: to whos- rac? 
or colniir t h ~ v  object. Can th8- Government assure 
nl; that the dutiv of Enoine r in charm of Water 



Craft have been satisf actorlly performed all during 
the time that this same m&vldual h@ been doing the 
job of Superintendent Mechanic and of IGxecutive 
finglneer a,t ,$he Qepwtment of Highways and 
Transport P 

& J .  COX: I am of the same opinion as tht 
honoura'ble junior member for St. Lucy. It will 
be remembened that aver since 1945 when the E~t im- 
ates were being coxwidened in this House and on 
every subsequent occasicn when the Estimates are 
before us, we have made it cltear to the Government 
that we do not believe in this plurality of offices. 1 
am not pwpared to speak a t  any length on this 
question but I would like to say that where there 
is so much unemployment in this colony - I know 
that there are a lot of "unemployables" - I stiU 
think that somebody else should be given a job 
Everybody knows that the Superintendent Mechanic 
has a big job to do a t  the Department of Highways 
and Transport; he km to look not only after the 
un ib  but he has to look after checking and other 
things. He also has to do clerical work and that in 
itself is sufficient proof that he cansot carry on 
these jots efficiently. I think that the time has come 
when the Government should appoint somebody as 
Engineer in charge of the Water Craft, somtbodj- 
who is unemployed. I n  so fa r  ats the matter of this 
individual acting as Executive Engine er la concernc,l. 
it is really difficult to understand how the DepaTt- 
ment of Highways and Transport works. & hon- 
ourable membenj know, the post of Exe*.~~tive Engjn- 
eer has nevel! been been filled because we could 
never find a qualifkd engineer to fill it. It is 
difficult to understand how people who are trained 
in road building have been overlooked; it k diiXcult 
to understand how a man who is already burdened 
with so much work can be more or less pushed into 
this office, of which he knows nothing, over the heads 
of other persons. I think that the Government 
should SW that this thing does not happen agaln, 
that some individual who is unempb~yed be git-en 

I 
the job of looking a f e r  the Water Craft and let the 
Sup,erintendent Mechanic supervise and takie charg.: 
of the units a t  the Department of Highways and 
Transport. 

Mr. W'ILKINSON: On paper it would not 
appear to be right that Mr. Sayers, the gentlman irl 
question, should be wsponsible to two Heads, namely, 
the Director of Highways and Transport and the 
Harbour and Shipping Master. I was Chairman :)i 
the Road Board for many years and I queried this 
arrangement; I did not agree that one man should 
sew@ two masters. However, after going into the 
matter I found out that it worked veyy well indeed. 
This gentleman in question, in my opinion is one 
of the most efEcient men in the island (Cheers) a 
he does his work thoroughly and conscientiously; h? 
never lets his duties to the Harbour and Shipping 
Master interfere with his duties to the Director of 
Highways and Transport. If you had a separatp 
man in charge of the Water Craft, a man equally ds 
competent as Mr. Sayers and with his knowledge a:7d 
experience, you would have to pay him very much 
more than £200 per annum. I can a m r e  honourable 
members that there would not be enough work to 
occupy the person's attention. It does not seem 
right that one man should endeaxour to sehe  two 
masters ljut I can assure honourable members that 
it has worked very well indeed in this c m .  >fr. 
Sa-yers has neither neglected his WO& a t  the Dapart- 
ment of Hi~hways and Transport nor at t h ~  Har- 
bour Department. 

Mr. COX: I have never questioned the indi- 
vidual's aefftciency: I believe that he is an eBcient 
officer But what I am sa;ving ic, that hp is occupying 

these two offices a t  the expense of same starving m . t ~  
who would be glad for a job. The GFovemmnt coultl 
add another MOO and make an office for an individ- 
ual who is glad for a job. This particular individd 
ual has as much work a t  the ~epar-crnent of High- 
ways and! Transport as will kelep him .fully em- 
ployed. If he were dead we would have to do 
without h i b ;  after all he is not indispensable. 

Mr. LEWIS: I have had the pleasure of going 
into this matter after hearing a debate in this Huuse 
and I would like to say that if you consult the Harbour 
and Shipping Master he wi'l tell you that if yoi; caIl 
get allybody to look after the Water Craft you would 
have to pay a considerably nigher sum than what is 
set out here. Th+ Harbour and Shipping Master's 
cpinion of this man is that be is worth the Govern- 
ment a great deal of money, and a t  a critical time 
he kept the water boats when it might have cost the 
Government thousands and thousands of pounds to 
replace them. If there is another man in this colony 
who can do that wcrk I am susprised to hear that 
hp is out of employment. That is all I can say about 
it. You will find that this gentleman has an assis- 
tant who will eventually get the same salary as  he is 
getting at the Department cf Highways! and Trans- 
port, and it is unfair to say &hat if he is doing two 
jobs you will under pay him. If you consult the 
Heads of the two Departments they will tell you 
that this is an admirable arrangement and it is w o f i  
the Government more money than they could imagine. 
l know that in addition to t h e s ~  jobs which are set 
out in the Estimates, Phis gentleman is not averse to 
giving assistance in connrctio~l with the equipment of 
the Fire Brigade at the Police Staticn. (A WBDR: 
What used to happen befoae?) An honourable mem- 
ber has asked what used to happen before. What 
used to happen before is that sumebody in the Public 
'Works Department used to look after the water boats. 
This has always belen a part-time job. If there is 
another mall in this community who can do this job 
and he is out of work, I say that be should be given 
this job and be paid properly for doing it because 
this particular man is not being paid properly for 
doing either job. It is only a question of our looking 
at certain people and saying that they should not 
work for more than a certain amount. I say that this 
man should be paid a decent salary and be allowect to 
stay in one job if you can find somebody else to do 
the work in respect of the Watcer Craft. I share the 
same view as the honourable junior member fr,r St. 
James that if you brought out somebady to do this 
.job, if he did i t  efficiently, you would have to pay a 
big salary for this part-time job. 

The question that the sum of &10,536 b vuted 
under this Head! was put and resolved in the affirma- 
tive without division. 

HEAD V1 - CUSTOMS 

The items and the amounts to be voted were read. 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum of 

£17,375 be voted under this Head. 
Mr. TAUXA : I beg to second that. 
Mr. W I L K M O N :  I n  connection with item 

7 "eight (vice three) watchmen £609" the note s a p  
that the vote has been increased to melet the cost of 
five additional watchmen for the temporary Rum 
Bonds approved by Resolutions Nos. 66 and 96 af 
1947. One of these Bonds is mentioned as being 
situated at Kingsland but I do nob remember this 
House passing any Rmolution in connection with a 
R3um Bond a t  Kingsland. I should also like ta get 
some information in connection with item 8 "Four- 
teen (Vice eleuen) porters, £1261. " 
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Mr. LEWIS : I do not see anything re;!ative to 
the Rum Bond of which we appraved and that, is the 
one situated somewhere in Bush Hall. I would like to I 

know how it is that the Rum Bond which we have 
not arranged to rent is mentioned in the Estimates as 
having a watchman and the one at Bush Hall is not 
rnelntioned. (A DMBER: The cne at Bush Hall is 
mentioned). 

Mr. &DAMS: I think that the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee is empowered to provide rum 
stcrage and also that the matter has to be mentioned 
to the Legislature. I belime that this is in order but 
perhaps I had better make sure it. The rental 

I 
is recovered from the mercthants who store rum in the 
bonds. Nv impression is that we notify the House 
rather than pass a Resolution as far as the rental is 
concerned. I am not quite sure about this and I am 
asking leave to postpone further considemtion of 
this Head ,W that I can get the actual facts. I repeat 
that my impression is that the Lelgislature is notified 
because this is not a matter of spending money all of 
which you are not getting back. If the Committee 
will postpone consideration of this Head I sha'l be 
glad. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave to postpone consideration of 
this Head. 

HEAD VII-POWDER MAQAZINE 

The items and the amounts to be voted were read. 
Mr. ADAMS: I b ~ g  to move that the sum of 

£61 be voted under this Head. 
Mr. TALMA seconded the motion which was 

agreed to. 
HEAD VIII-POST OFFICE 

The items and the amounts to be voted were I 
read. 

Mr. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that the sum of 
);41,487 be voted under this Iiead. 

&h. TBLXA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BRANCKER: With regard to item 16 

"CoIumission to Stamp Vendors S378", many. com- 
plaints have been made in respect of the comrmssion 
which i+s paid to istamp vendors. I see the note says 
that a commision of 5% is paid on denominations 
from +d to 2d and 28% 04 denominations from 3d to 
6d. I understand that there is no commission paid 
on the sale of denominations over 6d. If that is a 
fact I would like to know why that is so, because 
the person who keeps a stock of the more expens- 
ive denominations has greater responsibility. These 
stamps have to be kept with care; i t  would be bad to 
lose a few pcnny stamps but it would be much worse 
to lose a few l/- stamps. I think it is an injustice 
if there is no commission at all paid on the 
sale of the more expensive denominations because 
you can quite see that if no commission is paid there 
will not be any encouragement given to people in the 
country districts to sell these stamps. I quite ap- 
preciate that there would be a reduction in the rate 
of commission but people will not be encouraged to 
sell these stamps if there is no commission at all 
being paid on the sale of them. 

Mr. LEWIS: I should like to remind the hon. 
member that that is an old question raised in this 
House. It has been suggested to the Postmaster 
that i t  would facilitate the public if the commission 
paid on the higher denominations were restored. I 
think it is time that the Post Office pay commission 
on the sale of these higher values. No injustice is 
done to the stamp vendors because they do not sell 
these stamps; thehjustice is really done to the pub- 
lic because they are inconvenienced in having to 
come o the Post Offlce which is very much congested. 
Let people try to buy a penny stamp at the 

p ~ t  Office and see how long it will take them 
to do that. I think that it is time that this 
House let the Government know what are their 
views in connection with this building. I cannot 
see that they have any right contemplating the 
removal of the Post Office from its present site. I 
think it is ideally situated to accommodate the pub- 
lic Some alteration must be possible so that people 
can use the street above the Post Office in order 
to get into and out of this building. At present the 
Postmaster occupies one part of the building and 
there is a series of mesh wire and he has to travel 
a great distance before he can see a member of the 
staff if he wants to do so. I think that money 
should certainly be spent in jacking up this build- 
ing so as to make a better use of it for all concerned. 
I am sure that if it were left to private individuals 
they would make it more habitable for their staff. 
The Postmaster has said that he got less complaints 
i11 one year than in another and that is a nega- 
tive way of doing nothing about this matter. Since 
he has been in that corner nobody can get to him 
to make the complaints. (Laughter). I have rea- 
son :o believe that something would be done about 
the matter but the Postmaster has got it in his head 
that the Post Office will be removed to the Wharf 
and therefore nothing is going to be done for the 
convenience of the public. The Post Office is a De- 
partment which the public use throughout the day 
and it is a standing disgrace to the island; i t  is a 
place where people have to work and eat, where 
they have to spend the greater portion of the day 
and the public have to go in and out. I wonder 
if the Head of the Administration has ever 6tisitd 
the Post Ofice because I do not know how he would 
get in with all those packages blocking the entrance 
There was a robbery at the Post Office not very 
long ago and what have they done? They have put  
11P a very low roof over people and some of the em,!- 
ployees are too tall to occupy the cage. (Laughter). 
They could not put those employees there at all. 
I think it is a standing disgrace to the colony to 
have the Post Office under these conditions and 
with the Treasury full of money. The building is 
there and i t  can be made convenient for the use 
of the public Anvbody who is carrying on a pri- 
vate business would let in light and air in his build- 
ing so as to make his customers comfortable, but here 
there is a standing disgrace to the colony and noth- 
ing is being done about it. 

Mr. HAYNES: I am speaking in connection 
with item 7 "Eleven Parish Postmasters, $1,155". 
These poor unfortunate people do not seem ever to 
catch the €yes of the Government. Some of them are 
at present drawing less money than some of the 
postmen whom they are supposd to control! I have 
taken this opportunity of drawing the matter to the 
attention of the Government so that something should 
be done to alleviate the conditions existing with 
regard to these men who hold very responsible 
positions They will have more responsibility when 
branch, Saving Banks ape established throughout th>  
eleven parishes. I mention the matter now in the 
Xope that it will catch the ears of those who repre- 
sent the Government at present. 

Mr. MaPP : The hon. junior member for the 
City waxed very warm over the conditions in the 
Post Office and I do believe that very soon we shall 
hear something about the state of affairs existing a,t 
the various public offices. 1 notice that the Colo- 
nial Secretary a t  the opening of the general meet- 
ing of the Civil Service Association recently com- 
mented on the disgraceful state of the various pub- 
lic buildings, and I have no doubt that we shall hear 
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more about it very soon. I may MY that the Post 
Office is llot singular in that respect. The eondi- 
$ions at  nearly a l l  these offices are disgraceful. I 
hav( in some Of the@ offices and it is 3 
shame for people to work under such conditions. 
with regard to item 27 "Travelling Allowance for 
I'ostmen 83807', the note sek out that an allow- 

of 6/- per 'lonth paid to 90 ~osbmell, ancl 
that the amount includes k 2 0  to corer eases where 
a p0stn1an7s bicycle is not available for travelling 
and where the spellt on bus fareh 
for the month exceeds the amount granted for travel- 
ljng. I t  seems disgraceful that in these days when 
the postal services have increased and are inoreas- 
ing, when it takes to travel than You 
rre only paying postmen G/- per month for bavel- 
ling If Own should 

be paid something to provide for the ~ P ~ W P  
of the bicycles. Employees who use motor cars arc 
paid something for the upkeep of the can and 
do not see why the wear and tear of the 
should not be taken into consideration in the pay- 
rfient of travelling al~owance. If the Upkeep of the 
bicycles is not taken into consideration the sum of 
6/- a month is too small to pay a postman for travel- 
'lng If he goes On fmt7 6'- a mollth 

could not provide for the wear and tear- 1 hope 
that the Government Spokesman will say some- 
thing about this matter and throw out a hint that 
this amount will be increased during the year. 1 
understand that an hon. member has kied to get 
+he amount increased ,and 1 hope that others will 

parts for bicycles will not aror these inell any 
credit. Another thing that especially ill the 
parish of s t .  Joseph you have to use qGte a lot 
of brake rubbers, pedal shafts and things of that 
sort and as i t  is known, a bicycle will last longer 
when used on level mads than in the hilly districts, 
1 hape that t ~ l i ~  item will itself for an 
increase to those who are responsible for making 
such allowances. wi th  regard to itern 7 .'Eleven 
parish Postmasters, &1,~55,~7 I remember that last 
year 1 raised the question and asked t,he Govern- 
ment to see fit to increase the salaries of theS. 
~ o ~ ~ m ~ r s  m accoanrt of the faet tllnt there 
are some postmen draw more money than 
Postmaster. 1 hillted that a Postmaster could not 
feel satisfied when he knows that he has to pay a 
postman more than he himself is 1 do 
not think that a Postmaster has to do much travel- 
ling as a postmall but he is for 
postman. I feel that something should be done about 
this matter and it should llot be allowed to p a s  by 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I would like to draw 
the of the c o b t t e e  itern 92, "Office 
and land rents and rates, zG75". The note says 
that this amount is for the rental of five parish post 
offiers at 515 each. I am entirely not in favour of 

parish post they are to,, 
On many a morning ' pass through the 

country distl"icts and see people awaiting 
their Old Age Pension. I detest the idea that 

people are poor they have to stand Wait- 

join in the and have it increased. Some post- l ing at the md they cannot go into the 
men have many hillsl to go over and I ,..ink that 
6/- a would be more satisfactory for a poor 
man who hw do quite a lot of riding and the 
mileage is increasing all the time. I hope that 

more will be done for these 
whene travelling allowance is conaerned. 

GARNER ' share the view of the 
member who has just sat down. Not very long 
ago I had something to say about this matter allu 
I am of the same view to-day' The sum of 6'- 
per month is inadequate especially when you take 
into account the cost of bicycles, the cost of awes- 

'\ series and the way in which the postmen have to 
, travel. Sometimes they have to go ~ o u g h  gullies 

and 6/- a month is not s a c i e n t  for that to-day, 
that amount cannot do what it could do some months 
ago. Six a month is only 1/6 a week and 
&at is too small for this travelling allowance. I 
happen to be in the bicycle repair business and I 
know that bicycle parts have gone up by 3000/0, 
they have gone up more than that in some cases 
and then you get them. It would be well 
for the Executive Committee to h o w  these things 
so that they can act accordingly. The postmen arc 
at the lowest rung of the ladder; those who are in 
the higher brackets have had their travelling allow- 
ante increased and these postmen with their bicycles 
should h be given an increase in travelling allow- 
ante. 1f you fix &e men in the top brackets you 

also fix those who are in the lower brackets. 
You should not ignore these men because they use 
bicycles. I repeat that the bicycle pa* cost more, 

- the wear and tear cost more and I think it is fair 
to give the pMmen more than 6/- a month for 
travelling allowance. 

&. SMITH : 1 have to associate myself with 
the remarks of the last speaker concerning the up- 
keep of pcxjtmen$ bicycles. Really it is a pity that 
that item slipped tb eyes of those responsible. Tb- 
day the parts for bicycles have risen so high in 
cmt that there are some poor men who have to leave 
their bicycles a t  home. The people who sell the 

building until it is their turn to draw money. These 
Post offices be more the use 
of the people. I would like to see the 
take some action to make these country post offices 
inore habitable not only for the people who work 
in them but for the public who use them. As re- 
gards item 12, "Inland mails, 331,700". the note 
says that there is a contract for the conveyance 
of mails by motor omnibus between the General 
Post OEce and St. Lawrence. I do not know how 
that is done and I would like some explanation of 
it. I deplore the idea of mails being conveyed by 
-bus. I would not like to think that are 
veyed by 'bus just as a parcel would be conveyed. 
I do not think that like mail$ which are very 
important, shoald be put on a and the ,bus 
driver Cannot 'be responsible for them. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Is  not this the mail van? 
Mr. F. L. WAIJCCYI"I' : I would like an ex- 

planation. I mould also like to join the chorus 
which has beell rendered with respect to the allow- 
ance to postmen for the use of their bicycles. It is 
quite ob;vious that G/- a month cannot be consid- 
ered aS anything adequate- I believe that if the 
tyres of the bicycle were patched a few times that 
would exhaust the 6/- because people charge 9d 
or l/- for patching a tyre each time- A postman 
nlaY pay for patching his bicycle tyres a few times - 
during a month alld you pan realise how much 
nloneY ~ 0 u l d  be left. The man who uses his bicycle 
for doing the ~overnment's work is in much the 
same position as the one who uses a motor car. I 
NY that a man's bicycle means as much to him as 

, what 8 motor car means bo its o m m  and both 
should be put  in the same category. As regards 
the conveyance of the mails, if they are conveyed 
b3' the W F h =  mail van7 that is all right; but I do 

think that His Majesty's mails should be put 
On an 'bus. 

Mr. COX: If any hono-ble member had 
raised mv point I would not have risen. I am in 
favour of something being done so as to improve 



the situation where the travelling allowanae of th2 
ywcmen U concerned, and 1 have already suggested 
~ n a t  the postmen should be given bicycles ~y the 
c*uvemmenk. It has &xn argized on the lioo~' 
oi t m  kiouse some time ago that if these postmen 
are Dven bicycles they will ride their chUcsen to 
school and so forth. I have discussed the matter 
with postmen and they are quite wllLing to take the 
ulcycies irom the various p ~ s t  omces, do the work of 
the Government and then bpng them back and use 
their own bicycles for d o w  their private work. I %%l 
that the Government does not know what is reason- 
able in so fhr as travelling allowance for postmzn 
who are wing their own bicyc es is concemlecl, and lt 
is bettw for the Government to provide the bicycles 
and see that the activities of the postmen are limited 
to the work of the Government. I also feel that the 
time has come when the Government should provide 
its olwn transportation with respect to mails. The 
Government has a big department known acj th: 
Department of Highways and Transport and there 
are a few trained mechanics in that Department, s9 
that there could not be any question raked of any 
extraordinary expense for the upkeep of the Govern- 
ment's motor vehicles becaus3 they could be taken 
over to that Department and be repaired. 

Mr. GALE : The honourable semor member for 
St. Peter has referred to the conditions existing a t  
the Sub-post offices m d  I quite agree with him that 
in some cases they are very inadequate. The hon- 
ourable junior member foi  the City spoke about the 
c~ng~estion at the General Post Office and I should 
like to point out that that congestion would be re- 
lieved if there were Sub-post offices in the various 
residential districk. If Sub-post office6 were pro- 
vided in districts like Hastings, Black Rock and 
Strathclyde, for instance, they would r'elieve tb? 
great congestion at the General Post OBiee. There 
are hotels in the Haqtings distr"ict and people are 
doing a lot of posting and they have to come down 
to the General Past Office for that purpose. I think 
that the Government would lie well advised to go 
into this question and erect Sub-post offices in the 
various residential districts of the island so as to 
relieve the congestion which obtains at the General 
Post Office. 

Mr. BRANCKER: In connection with item 18, 
"Postage stamps, S850", I throw out the hint that 
there k going to be a general Election during this 
year and stamps ape going to be needed for the 
posting of circulars. I do not know if the person in 
chaxge of ordering these etamps realised that during 
the year before last extra stamps were necessary ill 
view of the election circulam having to be sent out. 
I suggest. that the person responsible for orderhg 
these stamps should display a greater amount of 
~f f ic ienc~ on this occasion than was displayed in 1946. 
As regards he travelling allowance for postmen, 
we have always regarded the honourable junior 
member for the City as the Authority on bicycles 
in this House. We had the assurance some years 
ago that that 61- a month as travelling allowance 
is inadequate for these men; that amount is $17.28 
a pear. When the Government is contemplatinv 
wisting persons in the Government Service with the 
purchaa- of a motor car, they should likewise assist 
pernons who are not in the category of motor-caw 
owners to purchase bicycles. Many persons fin? 
difficulty in purchasing bicycles for thse lves .  I 
feel that in this mater of travelling allowance t h ~  
Government should consi&r a scbeme whereby not 
only postmen but any Government employee who 
i~ not in the cab.gorv of a potential motor-cad omar 
will be assisted from the PnbIic Treasury. I am not 
sum if the hbnourable mem* on my left still 

deals in 'bicycles but he says that the poorc postmal 
cannot buy t& parts tor bicycles much more tne Dlcy- 
c4.s and that they should be d t e d  by the Govern- 
ment. 1n connection with item 22, "Office and land 
rents and rates, f;75", 1 cannot remember oa-hauti 
lr t a e  Yost Otiice in the parlsh of St. Lucy is rented 
or if it is owned by the Government, but I would 
like to throw out $he sugge~tion that $he time has 
come when that POST, Oihca should be p h t d  on a 
more central site than that which it now occupies. 
If the Post Office is rented then a more central site 
shculd be selected and there are weh sites; ii it is not 
rented then let the Golvernment erect a Post Office on 
a site which is more convenient for the parish because 
a the present Post Office stands it is unsuited .to th. 
great majority of the people. 

Mr. LEWIS: I have had to abandon my bicy- 
cle. I would not like any honourable: member to 
think that I agree with h m  on any matter for any 
other reason than a good one and I deplore the fact 
that the honourab'e junior member for St. Lucy has 
not ment'ioned anything about franking privileges. I 
feel that a candidate who haa to make a deposit 
of S30 should be given the privilege of sending tn 
the constituents to whom he has offered himself at 
least one circular free. I do not think that th? 
honourable junior member for St. Lucy should let it 
go out from this House that he is in favour of candi- 
dates paying thle full postage of these circulars and 
also the deposit in connection with theirc candida- 
ture. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: The Goverilment is aware 
that the salaries of the Parish Postn~aster~s are small 
and that they receive leas salary than the postmen 
in some cases. The matter has 'ben submitted to 
the Whitley Council and it is being oettled by the 
Conimissioner who is here dealing with the questi~n 
of salaries. As regards the item "Inland mails" it 
is a fact that the sum of a year is paid to th* 
Motor 'Bus Company for taking mails to the Post 
Office at St. Lawrence. The mails are delivered 
to the 'bw driver and he delivers them to a postm-an 
at St. Lawresee. That was done by the Pmtmaatrzr 
whom we imported from England to put the Post 
Offi* on a proper basis, to better facilities 
for the people in St. Lawrence, district. I under- 
stand that the present Colonial Postmaster is taking 
steps to &top that practice. As regards the commis- 
sion being paid to stamp vendors, that was reduced 
by the Postmaster whom we imported. Hse felt that 
the amount paid was too much and reduced it. 1 
understand that in England no commission is paid 
to anybody for the a l e  of stamps and that tbt? 
commiwion which is paid in Barbados is better than 
that which is paid in any other W s t  Indian island. 
With respect to the item "Postage Stamps", I will 
take up with the Colonial Postmaster the question 
raised by the honourable junior member for St. 
Lucy. , On the question of rental rates, t h ~  sum 
of £15 a year is paid in respect of the five bu?ld$nes 4 

which the Govmment ~en t s  from the Postmasters or 
Postmistresses. I am in sympathy with the postmen 
in connection with tke qumtion of travelling allow- 
ance; the matter was discussed and i t  was decided 
hr the Government that this amount of 6/- a, mont!~ 
should be paid. That is the same amount which is 
paid to Sanitaqy Inswdors and people of that sort. 

Mr. RYMMONDS: T want to drlaw the atten- 
fion nf th. Committee to Item ,IT, "Three Porter<, 
t30Ov. I take it that some of thme men have qivm 
lonq -6ervice to the Government, that thev hav. 
fam~l~es just as other men have, and thsev have to 
sunport and educate their children. 1 think that 
some peater consideration .~honIcT be dven to these 
men7 and that the estimate of their labour should Fe 



based upon some greater system &U& as exists in 
the case of other employees in the POS& Office; rio that 
when a man h a  s-d out m liIe at  a c ~ r t a l n  
figule m 4 finas that with increasmg age h& 
iarmly respombilit$es have become greater, he 
will receive Borne increment. In this ewe I see 
that the amount is bed; I do not know if the ldea 
behind it is that S100 a year is that a porter, a 
man drawn from thtit class is worth. If that is 
the idea, I think-it t h e  that Labour members 111 

this House do something- m. &)m: I am sorq to interrupt th3 
honourable member, but {every person's .emoluments 
are berfore Mr. Adams: we know that these people 
are not getting enough money and that  is why 
brought Mr. Adamri here. 

Mr. SYMMONDS : It is my duty to draw the 
matter to the attention of the Government. Every 
honourable member has had a chance to speak. (A 
MEMBER : Not on personal emoluments). Last week 
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph said 
that he would stand on his feet until night if I spoke 
.on a particular matter and I can stand on my feet 
until night if he persists in  this behaviour. If I 
an wrong, I can be put  right. I understand t h ~ t  
the Head of the Administration is prepared to take 
advice from honourable members of this House 
say that i t  is n disgrace to wait for Mr. Adams to 
to tell us whether S100 per annum is the limit to 
which any labouring man should aspire. There is 
something wrong in the------ 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: It ought to commend itself 
to honourdble members that when one honourable 
member j, addreissing the Chair they should pay 
some attention. That is a matter of common courtesy 
and behaviour. 

Mr. SYMMONDS: I want to point out that if 
a limit of $100 a, year is the assessment of the wor'th 
of labour in this island by this Labour Government 
then something is definitely wrong and i t  is time 
that such an msessmcnt ijhould be changed. I do 
not see that we should await Mr. Adams' adviae 
about that; suppose he says that labour is only 
worth $40 a month in his opinion what will be done? 
Next we come to the messengers; I see that the 
limit for them is $120 a year, a mere $48 a month 
That  is the maximum to which an  honest messenger 
who might have given this Government 30 years' 
service can reach! that is the maximum to which 
he can aspire in an age like this when the price of 
milk is what i t  is and a pint of green peas costs 
14c ! I know that many of these men have many 
as nine children to feed and educate and the esli- 
mate of their labour is $48 a month after 30 years' 
service! I repeat that  that is a definite disgrace. 
People who go forward to obtain the votes of labour 
in this island, people who say "Vote for Labour'" 
are now quarrelling with me from their seats and 
are saying that $40 a month is the maximum to 
which labour can aspire. That is a reproach and 
disgrace and whether Mr. Adam8 recommends sn;v- 
thing more or not, it is my intention t~ press the 
matter until something is done to  relieve these men, 
1 want to sliwport the views of those honouraMe 
members who have criticised the amount allocated to 
the Dostmen in rnssec+ of t r a v ~ l l i n ~  allowance. Every- 
body knows that with the synthetic rubber of which 
most of the present bicycle tyres happen to he made 
tO-day, the life of a tyre is now only a couple of 
wee1w and i t  is an imposition expect ~ o s h ~ ~  to 
travel throu!7hout the lenpth and breadth of the 

and continue to subsidise the Qovernment, 
I n  other words. they have to draw fmm their 
tanCe so to get a supply of bicycle tyres. not to 

mention bicycles, in order to do the Government's 
work. The next item on which I want to touch is 
that of the Parish Postmasters. They are in  charge 
of people's money orders and registered letters from 
time to time, and it is most unfair to put them 
in such a responsible position, a position of trust, 
and tempt them to do wrong by underpaying them 
in the manner which is set out here. I am not go- 
ing to make up the time of the House for  very much 
longer in respect of thilj item, but I would like t h ~ >  
member of the Government who is r8ponsible for 
matters under this Head to explain why is i t  that 
the salaries of the senior clerks and the 31 other 
clerks appear under one Head being fixed by lam, 
and those of the massengerts, the postmasters and the 
postmen appear undtr another. Head to be votecl by 
m. I would like to know if that has anything to 
do with their pension rights: I think I am entitled 
to the information. I want to know if the paying 
of these men a particular Head has anything 
to do with their pension rights. It does not appear 
to me to have anything to do with their incremebks 
because the clerks rise incrernenta'1-y and also the 
postmen. 

Mr. ADAMS: If 1 had not heard it for my- 
&elf, 1 would not have believed that an hon. membec 
could seriously ask that question. The honourable 
member says that on the last occasion I said that 
I would talk until night; the honourable member has 
the right to talk until midnight. He can discuss 
every single pensonal emolument but  he should 
not waste time. How can you select postmen and 
raise their salar iesf lf  the honourable member reads 
the note on the opposite page and he could get a 
copy of the Resolution, he would see that in order to 
raise these people's salaries we passed a Resolution, 
for the sum of &33,996. We went down every Head 
in the Estimates and raised salaries; the honourable 
member can read as well as the rest of us and he 
certainly could have looked a t  the explanatory note 
dn the opposite page and get an indicaiion as to 
where he could discover things for himself. We 
know the nature of the criticism which we will get 
from the honourable junior member for St. Lucy 
and the honourable senior member for St. Michael 
as regards the Department of Highways and Trants- 
port, and we know what will soon happen as 
regards Mr. S1ciiint.r. I n  connection with the 
travelling allowance for postmen I would .just like 
to say, and honourable members will remember, that 
I have always been opposed to paying postmen any- 
'hing and allowing them to use their private bicycles. 
I think that they should be provided with bicycles 

jn the case of the Police and employees of the 
Waterworks De~artment ,  but the postmen prefer to 
use their Own bicycles if they are given an allow- 
ance. I am surwrised to hear that they fiave chsnged 
their minds. The Provernment is point into the 
question of the parish Post Offices and the difflcul- 
ties experienced and the Colonial Postmaster is pre- 
paring a memorandum on the question. The ques- 
tion of salaries and alIowances or the granting of 
hicycles to postmen will be dealt with by the Civil 
f h d c e  C~mmissioner who is now sitting Nobody 
wan& to stifla d ~ b a t e  hut how can it hels in any 
way to oriticis~ what p e o ~ l e  are beilia paid when 
We know that they are underpaid and have brought 
out somebodv to PO into the matter? 

Mi.. '2RAWFOR;D : I should j w t  like to say this : 
because the honourable junior member for St. George 
criticises in detail the salaries paid to any Govern- 
ment employeee he is accused of wasting the time of 
the Home! After all, the el~ectors of the parish of St. 
@or@ did not elect Mr. Adams to represent them 
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here; they elected the honourable junior member for 
St. Qeorge. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am wondering if the hon- 
ourable junior mem'ber for St. George is not capable 
of defending himself. 

Mr. CRAWFOIGD : I am suggesting that we have 
brought out Mr. Adams to investigate the wages paid 
and the conditions of work in respect of members of 
the Cbvernment Service. We have not told him to 
increase their wages and iinprove their conditions of 
work. As  a matter of fact, the position is that a 
lot of Civil Servants am of $he opinion that all thisr 
Commissioner will recommend! is a consolidation of 
the Cost of Living Allowance with the salaria that 
are being paid at wsent .  Lf during the considera- 
tion of thew Estimates any honourable member feels 
like emphasising the inadequacy of the wages paid to 
any particular type of Government servant, he i8 
c~uitw within his right t o  do so and he might be giving 
some laasistanae to the Commissioner. This Commis- 
eionm may not know that green peas oost 14c. a pint 
and when he hears these detail@ he will realise how 
im~ossible it is for the people in the lower brackets 
to eke out an exbtence on their present salaries. As 
a matter of fact, honourable members will recall that 
we appointed a local Commission which, on the fase 
of it, we assumed should hav,e greater know!edge of 
the cost of living in country. and in their final 
Report that Commission which was appointed to 
enquire in80 the wages and conditions of work of civil 
Servants, reoommended ~ubstantial increases in some 
cases and ver;v small increases for people in the 10-1' 
categories, and we had an Executive, comprised of 
membem of the HOW, who senb down the proposals 
tol the Assembly. Therefore, in my opinion, the hen- 
ourable junior member for St. George or any other 
honourable member is perfectly within his right to lay 
particular emphasis on what he wgards as inadequate 
Wages for any m v e m e n t  employee$ and his remarks 
will serv,e as a very m&ul pointer to the Civil Service 
Commissioner. La& Tuesday when the honourable 
senior member for St. Jo~eph was endeavouring to 
get more money voted for the incumbent of Govern- 
ment House he did not think that bet was wasting 
time, and the Civil Service Commissioner is also in- 
vestigating the salary and conditions of work of this 
Official. (MEMBERS: That is not true). I am merely 
trying to make it unmistakably clt%r that no honour- 
able member is wasting any time if Be gets up and 
expresses his own point of view and sineerdy attempts 
to get due attention w d  to m y  undeilpaid' employem 
in any category of the Government Service. 

M?. LEWIS: I should like to say that no d e b k  
in this House is ever helpful to any: Commissione~ 
because although we say that; this and that amount is 
too little, none 09 us ever has the guts to say what 
the particular job is worth. (Mr. CRAWFORD : Why 
don't you say it now l )  No Commissioner could benefit 
from anything said here to-day because nobody has 
mid what the c articular job is worth. H m e x r ,  I 
am merely =sing that we should have a workiw 
principle; let us m e  on isonething and let! it apply 
to every Head of the Estimates. 

Mr. BRANCXEI4: I jmt want to finalise my 
emarks in connection with the item "Postage 
stamp19". The honourable junior member for the 
City has said that he hoped it would not go out from 
this H o w  that we are not in favour of franking 
privileges being granted to candidates at election 
+Amea. But we passed an Address asking that thm 
privileges be granted and the Gmernment expresses 
its disagreement with the granting of such privileges. 
C am in agreement that candidkites shculd bs allowed 
to send out at lea& o w  circular fnse. 

Mr. B I A C W :  The -test dScuiig with 
which the Govement is faced is that people pay 
their clerks 1- slalaries ;than what they should pay 
them. If private enterprise would p ~ y  proper salar- 
ies to their clerks then the G o v m n t  would get on 
better. 

Mr. SYMMONDS : There are members of this 
House whose advice the Head of the Adaainistration 
says thab b is willing to follow, and if the Govern- 
ment woul&i set an example by paying p rop r  wages 
to t l~e  poor and lowly in their employ, thm private 
people would follow the Govement7s exampb. As 
I heve said bdore, the Governmenti are d t i l y :  
iabour in this oalony by the p r i m  which they pay to 
the labourers whom they employ. 

The question that the sum of £41,487 be voted 
under this He8d) was gut resolved in the a&ma- 
tive without division. 

HEAD IX-PUBLIC MARKET 

The iterna and the amounts to be voted were 
pead. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum of 
£3,558 be voted undbr this Head. 

Mr. TBLMB : I beg to second that. 
Mr. COX : Befolre the question is put, I want to 

again draw to the notice the Gwyment that the 
butchers in t& Publ5c Market are more or less labour- 
ing at a disadvantage. ~h~ aover-mt - obtain 
the figures as the numbsr d animals slaughtered 
and they can go in* t& question and see the 
butchers a profit, or not. I happeneh-- to be 
speaking with quite a number of them recently and 1 
can assure this Committw that butchers are 
not any pr&t. I would like h see the 
ernment reduce the rates charged as rent of the stalls 
as I have asked on many occadons. It is good to know 
?hat t h e  big firms like Boddard & Sons are t+- 

Mr. CFTAIRNlAN : On what item is the hon- 
ourable member +aking. I do not anything 

the butchers here. 
Mr. COX: I was looking for it myself. It is 

known that W d a r d  & sons and big h fie that 
a w e d  import meat and they dwayP ,, a big business; but far as the, butchers 

m concerned7 it is m d t  for them to gefi 
to slaughtered and under t& exist+ condi- 
tions they cannot easily make two e& meet. I am 
again =king this Covemment to take this 
into If the Government want, a depu- 
tation of butchers to explain the position, I am 
quite sure that t& butchers are willing ta do that 
at  any time. I am suggesting that the rent charged 
for these is high and the butchers are 
unable to get the stock to be slaughtered as they 
could them some ~ m e l  ago. 

Mr. WBRD : In connection with item 15, 
"Repairs to weights and measures. 3320", I want 

say that it is regrettable that the Government 
has not taken any steps to try and get adequate 
weights. I think that we would be satisfied to know 
thae weights were available whereby an accurate 
test could be made of scale beams especially a f t e ~  

controversy such that we have had in 
House in connection with scale beams. I suggest 
that t&se weights be obtained M o r e  the next 
Se,psion so that everyone will be satisfied with the 
testing of them scale beams. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : I suppose that I &l1 have 
to speak on item 20, "Refunds 03 Slaughter fees 
£15", so as to deal with the position of the butchers 
in thnt Public NIarket and I hope that the Govern- 
ment will investigate the matter fully. Since the 
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erection of the new department for the butchers 
the Gorernment have actually increased the rent 
by 100%. I t  must be appreciated that with the 
new market i t  might be necessary to charge more 
rent than previously but I C-oumel the Government 
to look into the matter and see that the butchers 
cannot get the animals for  slaughter. I quite agree 
that dealers must be allowed to import meat other- 
wise the people would be starved. I hope that any 
thservabions which we make are being noted by the 
members of the Government and are not merely 
being replied to. 1 think that the Government 

go very this I repeat 
that i t  must be appreciated that with the erection 
of the new market some addition to the rent would 
be made but to increase the charges by 100% is 
out of all p r~por t~ ion  to the amount which the butch- 
ers receive from the business which is done. An 
amendment to the is necessary inasmuch as these 
people have to sell in  the market and they 
are to leave at a certain time. ~h~ butch. 
ers a re  not even rateable foY tra+ ullder the 
Vestries Act because they slaughter fewer animals 
than would bring them under the system which 
is in operation in the parish, and they are 
r a k d  for occupancy. The facts a re  there and I 

counsel the G~~~~~~~ to go very carefully 
into the mat.r and do something in order to re- 
lieve the situation. It might be argued by my col- 
league that the only remedy or  the easiest remedy 
for doing that is to abolish the Occupancy Tax in 
respect of the butchers but even in that case the 
*overdent  should do something to  relieve the situ- 
ation where these butchers are concerned. 

SMITH : ~h~ service in connection with 
the repairs to weights and measures is very bad, 
I can tell this Committee that there are people 
mho have had their in the repair shop since 
the month of October and they cannot get them 
back. When you go for your scales the repairer 
tdls you: "1 have to gc out in  the country inspect- 
ing factory scale beams and I cannot attend to them 
now". There is only one repairer in the shop and 
I think that the Goven;lment shculd employ another 
man so that when the chief man is out there will 
still be someone to deliver people's scales to thep .  
On one occasion I went to ask for my own scales 
and I found that the place was all e lmd .  I was taken 
to an office and was promised that the scales would 
be ready by the next day, but up to now I have not 
got them. I am w~nder ing  who is responsible for 
this department; if there was a retailer in  th, coun- 
t ry  who had only one pair of scales and he seat 
&m to be repaired and they were held up in this 
way what sort of business would be done? I hope 
that  the member in charge of matters relating to 
+;his Department mill see that proper service is 
rendered in  the Department. 

Mr. COX : I want to make i t  clear that: I am 
not suggesting thatr Goddard & Sons or any other 
firm should not be allo\ved to import meat. I quite 
agree with the honourable senior member for the 
City that if meat is not imported many people 
would have to do without any, because this island 
is not in a position to satisfy the needs of each 
and every pemon where meat is concerned. I was 
merely contrasting the position of Goddard Sons. 
who can import meat all the time and keep a good 
fiusinss running, with that of the poor butcher 
who cannot import any %at and has depend 
on getting animals for slaughter on Satturdapq. 

The question that the sum of £3,558 be voted 
under this Head was pu,t and resolved in the aftir- 
mative without division. 

HEAD X-FIRE BRIGADE 

The items and the amounts to be voted were 
read. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum of 
~2,129 be voted under this Head. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BRANCHER: I do not see a more appro- 

priate than " ~ ~ ~ i d ~ ~ ~ a l ~ ~ ~  under which I 
raise this matter, but I suggest that consider&ion 
be given in the imme&ate future to increaaiog the 
staff of this Department which at the moment is de- 
finitely understaffeded. 1 hope that the Government 
will we the necessity for appointing additional 
to this Department which I how is very much un- 
derutatfed. 

Mr. MAPP: There is only point which I would 
like to raise under this Head and it is this: 1 would 
like to know if the Government does not consider 
i t  advisable that some form of training in first aid 
should be given to policemen and fifemen. when  they 
arrive On the scene of accident Or a fire there 
"ay be Emme persons who are suffering, there is 
body to attend to them and they may die 
lack of attention. The Police may not always ar- 
rive on the scene in time. I would like the Govern- 
ment to consider this matter of training these men 
in first aid so that they be able, if the 
situation to prevent much suffering and ~ r o L -  
ably death. There was a serious accident in thel 
parish of St. James and when the Police arrived on 
the scene they could not render any first aid before 
taking the injured parties to the General Hospital. 
We have not had many deaths recently as the re- 
sult of any accidents or fires, but the situation may 
arise where people may be injured following the out- 

of Some serious fire and the lack of first 
treatment may result in  many deaths. The St. 
John Ambulance Brigade are very restricted in their 
services; i t  seems to me that they are only limited 
to the activities of SCOU~S and Guides. 1 am think- 
ing of accidents taking place on the highways whel-8 
people get injured and there is nobody to render 
ally first aid treatment which might prevent the 
death of these people. I n  my opinion there should 
be policemen who are specially trained to help peo- 
ple whom they may find injured as a result of an( 
accident on their arrival on the scene. 

Mr. MVJ9"J!EY: I hope I will not appear to 
be parochial but we have an Act governing the Fire 
Brigade, an Act which is very much out-dated. Un- 
der that Act the Fire Brigade is not supposed to 
go outside St.  Michael, but i t  would be inhuman 
if the Head of this Department did not allow the 
Brigade to proceed to the parish of Christ Churoh 
or St. James to extinguish a fire. To-day people 
in  St. Michael are called upon to pay two&hir& of 
the taxes in respect of the Fire Brigade and thnt 
practice h= outlived its usefulness. This is a Gov- 
ernment Department, not a parochial Department. 
I think that the Government should introduce an 
amendment to this Act SO that proper provision 
can be made in respect of this Department. 1 feel 
that %he people of this parish should not be called 
upon to pay two-thirds of the taxes relative to the 
Fire Brigade; this is a Department which chou:d 
serve the entire island. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I think that the proper thing to 
be done i s  to tax the Fire Insurance Complanies 
which do business all over the island. I f  you put 
a special tax on these Companies for the upkeep of 
the Fire Brigade they will get after the &v- 
ernment and see that the Government have upd 
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senior ~mern'bkr for the C& would work out in de- 
tail but it $ som'ething to  which the Government I 

I 

to-date equipment so as to save themselvers money. 
If you saw what the Fire Brigade sent to 
the Vestry and asked them to raise, you will see 
that the Fire Insurance Companies should pay the 
amount. I think that some arrangement should be 
made for assistance apart from putting out a fire 
and the suggestion of the honourable junior member 
for St. Thomas is a good one. 

The question that the sum of £2,129 be voked 
under this Head was put and resolved in the a£- 
firmat ive without division. 

HEAD XI-LIGHTHOUSES 

 he items and the amoullts to be voted were 
read. 1 

Mr. A D N S :  I bfg  to nave that the sum of 
5953 be voted under this Head. 

Mr. TALMA seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

HEAD XII-REGISTRATION OFFICE 

The items and the amounis to be voted were 
read. 

Mr. ADUS: I beg t~~ move that the sum of 
$2,646 be voted under this Head. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: I take this opportunity to sug- 

gest to the Governnlent what has been suggestzd 
to me. I n  this Office, it would hardly put people 
out of work, but it mould be good for the Govern- 
ment to consider using a method ~yhich is new to Bar- 
bados, a method by which YOU take photographs 
of documents. The reproduction of the necessarv 
documents ~vould thus be a saviilg of time and that 
would make documents less bulky fcr being stored. I 
throw out the suggestion to the Government that 
they consider making this office up to date by using 
equipment which i s  used in other business houses. 

Mr. *OTTLEY' In connection with " 
"Clerical Assistance, £2,000,'' I am wondering if the 
Government cot be advised to 
inerewing the s a l a r i ~  of the Registering Offiders, 
make them whole-time offieers in the various parish- 
es and let them be responsible for the preparation uf 
the Voters' Lists. The several Votersy Litsts must be 
prepared for the sheriffs in accordance with th- 

and I think that if werp made 
whole-time officers responhible for tho preparation 
of these Lists that of the 'On- 
gestion in the Registration office. 

F' L' WALCoTT : I do not know what the 
h a 1  position is, but what the honourablla senior 
member for the City mentioned seems to be a sound 
suggestion. We have these Registering 0Ecen.j who 
are part-time officers and it would seem that if we 
give them a reasonable salary for doing a 01 
the work which is being done in the zeg*tration 
Office, that would facilitate matlms and the work 
would be done more quickly. Sometimes a Voters' 
List is not in t& office became it is being made up. 
I do not know how the suggestion of the honourable 

should! give comide~atioii. 
Mr. BRANCKER: This Head is causing me a 

certain amount of anxiety. I feel that they do not 
get enough clerical assistance in this office. The 
amount to be voted appeans to be a large am0ur.t 
but it often happens that one Foes into the# Office 
and there jc; no clerli to attend to him. But the 
clkrk a$e working in the vaults and I am definjtely 
of the opinion that the Office is undpr-staffed, more 
clerical assistance being ~eqnired. m e n  t b r e  are 
m many more names to be 'added, to the V&&' 
Lists you do not want then1 to lag behind and that' 

is what is happening to-day. All the available staff 
in this oBce is b i n g  used to  the utmost SO far as 
nly investigation goes, because it is inadlequate to 
cope ~v;th the increase of work in the office. Pier- 
haps the congesticli there could be relieved by 
inspeasing the amoullt of clcrical assistance. I 
am woadering why 011 y on. t~pe~vr i t e r  has 
been aslced for. One reccivcs clocuments from 
this Office in handwritinn and I do not think 
that we should receive official documents from that 
office in handwriting however good it might be. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thk  Offiae is under-staffed 
but if you put more staE it would be impossible 
for them to work in the office. When Solicitors' 
cler& have to do work there you will &d that there 
is no room for them. The point has been made that 
more than one typemikr 'be provided but 
what we really want in that office is proper ind'ex- 
ing. The indexing there is anybody is 
put to do that. The way in which the indexing 
is done makes it possible for any clerk to make a 
mktakc which may be disastrous to his principal 
or to his principal's client. A 13-rson who has a neat 
hal~dwriting should be put tc index the volumes. The 
ink which is used its of a very inferior quality; if 
you look a t  some recent boob you will find that the 
index is fading out, and in a few ?ear&' time I do 
not think that anybody will be able to read it. I 
would just draw the attention of the Governwent to 

particular point. 
Mr. ADAMS: A11 the taggations which have 

been made: are under active consideration by the 
Only two or thFee ago we dis- 

cussed the question of making permanent records 
and I am glad to hear that the Home is, in this 
frame of mind, because we may have to come back for 
the necessary Wha6 \the h o n o q b l e  
junior meniber for fie City was referring to is th,e 
making of micro-am copies and can have 
many books rreproduced within a very small compass 
and on a couple of shelves; but this is a very ex- 
pensive procem. This device is a comparatively new 

I rempnlb,fr that H. Q. referred to it 
in one of his most recent Ijooks. I did not think of 
throwing out suggestion and I am glad that it 
has from the because we will be more 

in Bending down a Resolution for putting 
it into cffert. I agre, with His Honour Xr. Speakrr 

regard the aceomlnodation in this OEce, and 
+he Committee will remembe<r that on- of our plans 
for capi%al expenditure is the  alteration of the Law 
Courts. I t  is conceivable that this Office will be re- 
movzd to a site just behind the present Law Courts. 

alteration is passing thmugh minds of 
Government; it may be possible to put the R e ~ s t r a -  
tion Offici. on the site now occupied bbv the sheds pro- 
vided for motor cars and Clean up Mohogany7s Lane 

at th;:tyu:?& that bhe sum of U,646 iroked 
under this R e d  put land resolved in  the affirma- 
tive without ' 

The itsems land the amounts to ba voted were read. 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move thaf: the sum of 

£1,045 be voted under this Head. 
Mr. TAEMA: I beg to  second that. 
Mr. COX: Before ths question is put, I should 

liXe to draw the attention of the Committree to  item 14, 
"Reporting and printing debabes of Legislature, 
£200". I feel that ib  is high time that we go into the 
question of the salariee paid to the Reporters. 1 
belime tliat each land every honourable! member od 
this Hou* will agrele that: within the last few years, 
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at Least since Labour members came into the House, 
these Reporters have had very hard k d ~ .  The Wsi- 
tion is quit, &Ee~?ent troni ycars gone by when the 
How me% once every fortnlghb and adjourned for 
eight weeh  a t  certmn seasons. Nowadays the Ee- 
yortiers have a lutr of work to do; the salaries paid are 
£250 a year and S150 a year respectively, and they are 
in  no way adequate having r w r d  to the high cost of 
living and ~e amount #of note taking and trmscrip- 
tion which have to  be done as a result of the amount 
of work which is done in this House now as compared 
with what used to be d ~ m  before. I selel that all 
honourable members will agree that the House should 
go into this matber immediately because I know that 
i t  i within the p~ciwer of the House t~o increase the 
salaries of its servants as it thinks fit. I am hoping 
that before we get through these Estimates the mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee will get permissioiz 
to horease the salaries of tbme well deserving Officers. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I n  agreeing with the 
honourable senior member for St. Michael I woulrl 
like to say that everyone will agree that  within the 
last couple of years the work of this House h m  been 
much greater than i t  has ever been within the 300 
years of the existence of the House. As I said on the 
last occasion, I consider that we have reached a 
+.tape when we should harp re&ar ~ ~ ~ a * m e ~ t  is 
which this work be done. There &,hould be an 
office to this House so that the Clerk and the 
Reporters have a proper place to work, a 
place where the repods of debates in this House can 
be prepared. I do not know whether i t  is a matter 
of printing, but somptimm I receive a copy of de- 
bates which have taken placle a long time ago and I 
would like to see better machine* set up. We have 
two Reporters and with all due respect to the senio;. 
Reporte~,  I cannot see why one should be paid 
2250 a year and the other 6150. a matter of 
fact t b  Senior Reporter comes on a t  twelve o'clock 
and works until two o'clock and the Assistant Re- 
porter comes on at  a quarter to three and works 
until when(ever the House adjourns. As I have said, 
the salaries paid arp different; that happened whev 
the former office-holder was given assistance and it 
was felt that his Assktant should be given less mane? . 
That  is the regular Barbadian system. 1 feel that 
even if this Rouse want8 to retain a difference so 
far as these two Report rs are corlct riled there should 
be some b'etter relation m regards the sal&%. 1 
would like to say that i t  is a question of appointing 
three report.ers C;o that ?h ,  debate S ,(?(,~ld taken 
a shntt7,p systenl cxould h ,  arranged h~tween the Re- 
porters and honodable members could have the 
debates in  tbfeir poscessi~n from week to week. You 
do not want to have a debate taken to-day and then 
you cannot read i t  until a month afthwards. 
The Assistant Reporter of this Rouse receives thi? 
same salary as the R r ~ o r t e r  of the Other Place. 
Illr. Chairman, the Ftenorters of this House must 
-work harder than the Reporter of the Other Place 
and if the Assistant ~enol..t;r here rec~ives thr same 
salary as the Reporter of the Other Place some- 
thing is wrong somewhere. YOU are either paving 
the Reporter of the Other Place too much, m7hich 
T do not believe, or the Assistant Reporter over her!' 
is not being paid sufficient. This is a matter for us, 
not for Mr. Adams who i s  ~ n n i l i r i l i ~  into the sah-ies 
 aid to Civil Servants. and T feel that  when the con- 
sidetration of these Estimater, i c  fini4ed. this Ho~zse 
should go into the matter of cqettinrr UP an office for 
the Rmorters land appointing an ~dditional Reporter. 
When honourabh, member.. refer to matters they 
should be able tp get the correct statements from the 
Oflrial R~nor ters  of th, House. As the position is 
non-, we have to depend on the newspaper ; the I 

HOUSIF; 

acoustics of this House are such that  the newspapar 
rb/ 

Reporters cannot hear honourable members distin& 
lY and I forgive them. ffor any mistake that appears 

' 

in the Press. I do not believe that ~ t e  news- 
paper %portem have any malicious intent. I 
feel that the Official Reporters are in a position to 
hear us a little better and we should geh any- 
thing we want from them. I think that this House 
would be well a d v a  to go into this rna t t e~  and put  
OU, h o w  in  order. I would not say what salaries I ; .  

should be paid, the Reporters now because I want 
the House to go ,into the matter. If I am appointed 
on S3eBeot Committee to go into the matter I will say 
what =lar& should be paid to these Reporters. 

1Mr. MOTTLEY! I am dealing with item 11, 
U R ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  e200. 7 7  I am conspiouous by my 
absence in the lunc.b. room because I do not 
that the lunch provided is good enough for members 
of thisBouse (Cheers). I am serioils about this matter. 
Honcurable membe~s will know that I look on and off 
in  the lunch room and then go out. I do not see why 
honourable members should not have whisky and soda 
or whisky land rum. As a mattelr of fact, I had some 
of that when I q e d  to look in. Every honourable 1 

1 

member knows that what I am saying is true. We l 

find that a mere sum of %XI0 is providsed for  supply- 1 
ing lunch fifty-tw0 you cannot supply 
a decent lunch for that and you are not even 

l 
k 

given cigarettes. 1 remember that 1 used to smoke 
cigarettes up here. (Mr. ADAMS : Shame) ! Shame 1 
"hat ; before I was a member of this House I used to 
be invited to have cigarettes. You know that, Mr. 
Chairman. Somebody says that that is why they 
stopped it, but 1 that is why we should do it now. 
I that the Government will appreciate the fact 
that honourable m e m h ~ s  ace all busy, hard-working 
men and we come here on Tuesdays without eating 
as the honourable senior member  for St. Peter sap. 
We have not got the time for  doing so really; we 
come here without having any proper breakfast 
then we have this type of lunch provided. Even the 
Vestrielj have a better type of lunch. I feel that this & 
a matter which the Government should consider 
seriously. I do not know if there is any Standing 
Committee in connection with this matter but  if therz 
is such a Committee, i t  should make ~ e ~ o m m e n d , ~ t i o ~ ~  
for the provision of a proper lunch. If an honourabIe 
member has a visitor here, h p  should be able to offer 
him lunch. I see no reason why he should not be 
able to do that. I f  a Leader in one of the Wesit, Indian 
Coloniss stopped in  here we shculd be able to entertain 
him to lunch and I pepeat that we should be provided 
with better lunch. With regard to the salaries of the 
Reporters nobody has said what these salaries should 
be. per so mu^, when I sit here a t  times and hear the 
nonsense which the Reporters have to take down- 

CHAIRMAN : The honourable member 
must not refer to hononrablP members7 as 
nonsense. 

Xr. MOTTLEY: The senior Reporter comes 
on at  twelve o'clock and stops working a t  two 
o'clock; thfe Assistant Reporter comes on at a quar- 
her to three and works until when? 1% is beside the 
paint to Fay t& Assistant Report~er g150 a year. 
The Reporters' work really begins when they get 
home, and they have a lot of work to do. Twenty- 
three of uq will talk on any question and the 
Repoi+rq h a ~ ~  to take dowrl the speeches. I hope 
thaf Tpr>- shortly a Resolution will be brought before 
this ~ o u s ~ ~  tb pay increased salaries to the Rep.oders. 
w e  can put our house in order; this is bo do 
with Mr. ~ d a m s 7 s  investiqation. I would suggest 
that the Senior Reporter be paid £400 a year and 
the Assistant Reporter £300 a year. As to the lunch, 
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my chair can be iilled by anybody in the room until Mr. T A L U :  I beg to second that. 
decent lunch is prepared. Mr. B W C K E R :  There are under this Head 

Mr. GARNER: I did not antidpate that the ON, or two items to which I would like to make refer- 
honourable senior member for the City would have ence. They are: item 32, "Jurors and Marshals at 
spoken so strongly against the present supply of Grand Sessions, etcl., $840"; Item 33, "Jurors a t  Corn- 
refreshments; I intended to speak on thati question; man Pleas, $100"; item 35, "Witnesses' expenses, 
another honourable member has taken the wind out ~ 9 0 0 "  , r ~ ~ d  item 42, ' ' Constabks' fees and staves, R50 ' '. 
of my sails. As honourable members know thew peo'ple have been 

Mr. CHAIXNLBN: Are you against the re- paid a t  the same rate for about 40 years. Jurors. 
freshments or for the refreshments. parish constables and witnesses me now being paia 

Mr. GARNER: I am for the ~ f r e s h m e n h  the same day's pay as they were paid nearly half a 
(Laughter). I thought that the Committee ~ o u l d  have lago ! They are the only peop4e whose p a ~  
done something more tangible. It is true that a has not been increased, with the passing of time, and 
slight improvement has been made but] it is not honourable members may have noticed that direct 
enough.. Everybody knows that and then we representations havce recently bleen made to the Judi- 
get stale fish and when fish is stale it gets hard- cial Department as to the inadequacy of this $1.56 a 
I think we should have ~0mebhing different day, I think t& figure is, lvhich includes these pea- 
stale fish. I eat it because I am far home and , plc's 'bus fare, to a i ~ d  f r ~ m  the distant parishes and d I went out I would not get back in. I am not they pay as much as 56c. in some cases. These people 
saying mything against the Penon who provides the want to have money in their hands to spend 
lunch because he propides what he is paid for. Stale apart ,from having to purchase lunch and it is tim 
fish ruins some people's stomachs especially when that something be- done in thiri, matter. For years 
their stomachs are tender. We can have beer or 
whisky and soda. When I am at home I used and years I have been bringing up this matter in this 

but when I come to the House I m n o t  get it. They House by way of quetions or Addmsses alld we 

should entert. me here as well as I actually have jurymen making a move in the matter. 

myself a t  home. 1 am doing the people's business I understand that-this move is receiving the endorse. 
dthough they object to paging me a salav and merit of the highest l s a l  Authorities and I hope that 

I should be provided ~~ lumh such as that I the Godernment will see their way to increase the 

would have at home. I digress here to say that a remuneration to a reasonable extent just as every- 
~~~~d~~ ago I was a t  home and just aboub two body's IWnl~eration has been inexleased since 40 

o'eloek I happened to be taking my lunch. 1 had Years ago. AS a matter of if&, people cavil a t  being 
brandy, chicken and a lot of vegetables and I said: summoned to the courts; they do not s ~ e  why they 
1 feel somy for ~ o s e  boys do- there; they a r e  should lose $3 a day SO to receive 5/- a day accord- 
having stale fish. (Laughter). I was tempted to stay 1% to the scale of pay which the e&ting law allows. 
away for another Tuesday but duty denlands that I that the Act should be amended. AS regards 
I should be here. What goes into a man's stomach the parish constables I recall that an Addrem was 
should be something which is up to standard. I do passed by this Hoxse some time ago and after repeated 
not linow who are the members of the Committea queries by me as to the fate of that Address, the 
but they should see to it that whisky and soda and Government saic? tha t  they propose to send down a 
ginger are provided for honourable niembem and one Bill with the object of increasing the fees of these 
or two tins of cigarettes would not hurt. I like parish constablm ta a reasonable amount having re- 
cigars but I mould be satisfied with cigarettes. I am gard to present day conditions. The= constables 
serious in this matter; I am not making any sport were $ther paid too much 40 years ago or they are 
1 advise the Committee to go into the matter and being paid too little today and I submit that the 
see if they cannot increase this amount; when the latter is the case, As regards itiem 51, "Probation 
fish i~s stale the caterer should be able to supply us Officers, £1007', Mr. Chairman, I think that this 
6 t h  bacon and eggs. We cannot go on using stale is a matter which should engage our attention again 
fish; all we an8 asking is that proper lunch be in the near future, becauqe the number of these 
supplied, give us a little drink and if anybody Officers is not s&cient. In this matter of dealing 
over indulgent we can give him a little spanking: 
buh I do not believe that any honourable member 
would be over indulgent. If m;v honourable mem- 
h r  is OV~T-indulgentt some of his Party ~vill lead 
him out. 

Mr. I suggest that the 
should postpone consideration of this Head because 
i t  seems to be the genemal that the 
of the should be increased as well as the 
amount provided: for refreshments. I think that we 

with delinquent persons the value of the Probation 
Officers has proved to be extremely great and I do 
not think that the prresent staff-the gentleman and 
his wife--is sufficient to go all through the island 
and do the work which they have to do and which 

account of the spread of the system will inerearc 
consiqerabls. ~ h t ,  more this sgstem is brought into 
force, and it has received favourable comments from 
the Head of the Legal Departments as recently as 
November last year, the more will provision have 

should podpone i f n r t h ~  consideration of this Head 
and appoint a Committee to deal with the qnest,ion 
of the provision of refreshmel~ts. h. repards thn 
Reportens' salaries, the Prjnting Chumittee can go 
into that matter ?nd I .$l get permission from the 
Executive C~rnmit%~-p to ii~crease tho two items. T 
aslr loavc therefore to postpone the further consider- 
?pation of this Head. 

There being no objection, leare waF oranted the 
h'cnourable member. 

HEAD XI\T-I~EGAI~, DEPARTMENTS 

The items and the amounts to be voted were read. 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to mow that the sum of 

£7,219 be voted under this Head. 

to hp made for people to act m ~ ~ ~ b ~ t i ~ ~  officers. 
l,, lreppinp the of dealiq with 
delinquentq persons the work of th,e 
Probatioll Officers has bemen proved to be successful ;,, this coulItrp and we will have to increase 
thic alno,lnt ill order to provide more Probation 
officers so as to cope ar,,ount of mcrk 
V-hich has to be done. 

The nnestion that the sum 57.219 be voted under 
this Head was put and resolved in the affirmative 
withont division. 

H E A D  XV-POLICE DEPARTMENT 

The items and the amounts to be voted were 
read. 
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Mr. ADAMS: I beg to nlove that the sum of 
$22,546 be voted under this Head. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  I should like to take this oppor- 

tunity to draw to the attention of the, Government 
the fact that complaints have been repeatedly made 
to  me about the way in  which the Pollce are 
compelled to convey dead persons along the streets. 
I understand that the Police have to put these dead 
persons on a cart and if the cart is too s h o ~ t  the 
feet of these persons hang over on one side and 
these is just a casual covering provided. I have seen 
that myself but responsible people in "ch, community 
have also reported it to  me ; I have taken steps to have 
the matter remedied but apparently I have failed. 
I delt that this was a matter which just needed to 
be mentioned so as to be remedied but I was mis- 
taken about that. I sincerely hope that some proper 
ambulaiice will be provided for the conveyance of 
dead persons along the street; it is a most unsightly 
rhing a t  present and people all down the grades of 
society have complained to me about it. I feel that 
if I mention the matter in this House i t  will be 
remedied within a short time. I am hoping that 
zttention will be paid to it. 

Mr. SMITH : I am speaking on item 31, "Clean- 
ing, water and light, £2,000." I should like to point 
out that the sanitary conditions a t  District "F" 
Police Sbation are very deplorable. No water is 
installed a t  this Station and at  a time like this 
when water is scarce the van has to be used to 
$ransport water from the nearest standpipe. Some 
time the policemen have to wait for a very long time 
until the people who have to go to their work 
catch their aniount of water, and there you have 
two policemen in  a van idling while they wait to 
get water. Sometime ago I was at  this Station and 
I noticed a drum aback of the stable near a manure 
teap. I enquired if they were sending away urine 
and I was told thab the water is kept there. Imagine 
water being kept there! Then there is the bucket 
system in use and when the janitor does not turn out 
to work you can imagine the state of affairs obtaining 
a t  this Station. The bucket is a very lsmall one and 
there is a large lluinber of policemen up there. I an: 
told that they cannot use for bathing the watcr 
which they have for drinking. The policemen can- 
not get any water although they are supplied with 
light. The tank cannot pr'oduce any water liecause 
none is coming from the heavens. The policem..-I 
have to exist under thcise conditions and I feel that 
i t  is t i m ~  that the Government consider getting water 
up to this Station. I may be told that the water call. 
not be carried up  there because there ils too much 
height,; but if the water cannot be carried to ithe 
Station thell the Station should be carried to the 
water. The whole topic at  this Station is the lack of 
water, and in my opinion the Police Department is 
just as important as the Education Department. 
(Hear, hear). There is the Teachers' Training 
College a t  Erdiston and the teacheds are pro- 
vided with a housekeeper and I do not know who 
will pay for the meals. I say that the Police 
Department is of more importance on some 
occasioluj than the Education Department, and 
if we are going to adhere to the fundamental 
principl, of democracy I think that the time has 
come when we should begin to set the ball rolling 
I do not know if the Head of th, Administration has 
visited this Station a t  a r y  time. I f  anv honourable 
member goes to the Station and wants the use C£ the 
back I hone $hat he will be able to bear me out that 
th, conditions there, are deplorable. I do not know 
if thn Magistrate has made any use of the sanitary 
arrangements. I repeat that the conditions are very 

deplorable and if we canno$ get water to th, Station 
the Station should be carried to the water. I n  my 
opinion, the Station should not be there at  all. I 
hope that the hvernment  will take this matter seri- 
ously; a policleman has told me thatl he had to go 
into B i m x  Hill canes, so as to answer Nature's call 
and that state of affairs should not exist at  any 
Police Station. When we are mleep a t  night the 
policemen have to protect us and I care more about 
the Police Department than about the Education 
Department although both Departments are very 
important. A t  midnight when trouble takes place you 
want the Police Department, not the Education De- 
partment. I will never forget the time when the riots 
broke out; the 'Committee will be surprised to know 
that I had to run  and leave my breakfast table and 
when the motor car came up with th,  policemen I 
returned back hclme. Thercfori, I have a soft spot 
in my heart for the policemen; we have to look to 
them a t  all times and we should care a lot more1 about 
them. Th,  Police Department, the Waterworks De- 
partment, the Sanitary Department and the, Educa- 
tion Department-these are the Departments on 
which the Government should keep their eyes and 
try to' satisfy the people who work in them. When 
we are asleep, as I have already sa i4  the policemen 
have to be out on duty and then in the morning them 
is no water for them to use, not even (for cooking. I 
was looking at the Appendix to these Estimates in 
order to see if any provision was made for a new 
Police Station for District "F", but I do not see 
anything about that. AS regards Item 51, "Motor 
transport, £3,700," I tvould like to know what is the 
use of the vans a t  the out stations because I fee! that 
they should be put at  the disposal of the policemen 
at  night. When they send a policeman to a particular 
district five o r  six miles out a t  night I do not believe 
he goes there because there is nobody to sign his 
duty sheet; the van will be standing in t l k  yard and 
policemen have to go five or six miles in the district 
when i t  is raining and so forth ! Anothe~  point is that 
at  times the policemen are absolutely useless be- 
cause~ the boots they wear would awake anybody f a r  
more a thief who is peeping. I think that the vao 
should take the policemen into the district, let them go 
on their d'uty and then i t  should return for  them or 
perhaps the policemen could return to the Station 
themselves. I do not think that policemen should be 
asked to walk say, from the District "P" Station to 
Bathsheba or Easy Hall whe~l  it is laining; I do not 
b'elieve that they go there a t  all. I think that the 
Government should provide policemen with soft boots 
because I was d e e p  one night and the no ia~  of 
policemen's boots awoke me. (Laughter). I h o p  that 
the member of the Government who is in  c h a r g ~  of 
matters relating to the Police Department will see 
that somekhing is dbne so as to improve t& conditions 
a t  District "F" Police Station. I would have pre- 
ferred that the policemen be supplied with water 
and not the light; I think that  instead of spending 
money to instal the light th% ghould have splent it 
in imtalling water. 

Mr. COX: I n  connection with item 4, "Rent: 
allowance for Public Officers, £50" I should lilae f.1 

say that this is a vexed question among membea of. 
this Department. It i~ known that rent allowance is 
not given to derta.in policemen; i t  is not given to 
privation or to policemeh who are married but who 
are not living at home a t  present. Many of these 
polidemen feel that inasmuch as they have to support 
their wives they should be given this rent allowance. 
I feel that this allowance should be given to poliaemen 
whether t h e  are married or not, because i t  is a part 
of their aalaq-. I !?aye already raised in this House 
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.the point which has been raised by the honourable 
junior member for the City relative to the convey- 
ance of persons who have been found dead in th:: 
street, and I want to support the honourable mem- 
ber now. I t  is a shame that you will see a cart being 
driven along the street and you will hear something 
scraping on the ground just if meat beink! 
transported to the Market. That noise is supposed 
to be caused by the fect of some dead Person. As the 
honourable member has pointed out whether the 
~ k s o n  fits the cart or not, he ils put  into i t  with hi& 
feet hanging over and pfople are running behind 
the cart keeping a lot of noise. 1 feel that the gov- 
ernment should convert one of the vans into a de- 
cent ambulance for the conveyance of these people 
to the Public ilfortuary. That would be more in- 
keeping with the decency and dignity of an indi- 
vidual than the present arrangement which can only 
be applied to dumb an:mals. With regard to item 
29, "Arms and ammunition, 5600," I see that the 

has another On the last ''ca- 
sion we cut down the amount to E350 and 1 notlee 
that £260 ha: been added thiq year. I would like t 1 
say here and now that I cannot see my way to vote 
this additional £250 without being given Rome 
reasonable explanation. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Read the margin; that will 
help tremendously. 

n/Ir. COX: 1 shall do that. The note says that 
this amount includes the of £488 for the 
purchase of ammunition to replace present stocks 
which are obsolete and unreliable and a sum of 
S112 for  the purchase of spares and materials for 
cleaning riflles. There again you have £488 of am- 
munition which has: worthlw because there 
is no necessity for using it. That strengthens my 
point that i5 unnecgsary to have this vast amount 
of ammunition and we cannot go on voting money 
for ammunition, money which could be used for 
creasing people's wages, to find that the ammuni- 
tion is of no me d t e r  a yeap or so. I cannot see 
any justification in this explanatory note for in- 
creasing the amount. As I said on a previou6 occa- 
sion, before we get all this ammunition guns, let 
us t ry  and pay better wages to people, provide 
them with water, light and thinas of that  sort and 
tihen get ammunition if i t  iq necpssary to do so. 

Mr. CHAIRMAh": Ammunition gets old 
it has to be thrown away. 

'OX: That proves that we import tc;i) 
much and there is no nec@sity for using it. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I also intended to refer 
item 29, " ~ r m s  and ammunition, £600,' particll- 
larly in the light of paragraphs 11 and 12 of super- 
intendent Calver 'S Report. Honourable member-; 
will remember that in paaagraph 'f his lteport 
Xuperin~endent Calver referred to the fact that the 
general manner of the Police Force 3s a whole in- 
c l i n e ~  more towards army methob than to the or- 
dinarily understood forms of British civil police. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : What does that really meant 
Mr. BRANCKER: We are Ooo much inclined to 

regard our Police Force as a military rather than a 
eivil body. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When anything happens 
there is nothing with which to protect the country. 

Mr. BRANCKER: We have a Cari'bbean Reg- 
iment; if any situation arises there will be a means 
of dealing with it. The note to this item reads t h t t  
the amount includes tht? provision of S4B8 for thz 
purchase of ammunition to replace present stochs 
which are  obsolete and unreliable and a sum of $112 
for  the purchase of spares and materials for Cleaning 

rifleis. I would lik, to find out how much of this am- 
munition is really obbolete. 

3Ir. CHAIRMAN: Every year it becomes GO. 

Mr. BRANCKEK : H* it been the result of 
ordering too extensively in the past? If WC V O ~ C  

money too liberally, if we vote money far  in excess 
of what is needed, this money is absolutely 
bciW thrown away I would like to know 
how much serviceable ammunition is now to hand 
and what has been the general rate of ordering this 
ammunition that there is so much of it obsolete and 
unreliable, because £488 is no inconsiderable amount. 
AS regap& item 35, purchase of horses, £360," there 
is no explanatory note but I would like to remind 
honourable members cf paragraph 158 of Super- 
intendent (Talver's Report. I n  that paragraph Super- 
intendent Calver gays this:- 

"The introduction of mechanical aids to poiice, 
and the inCBease in the, use of methanic%l 
methods of police patrolling, call for the numbers of 
horsed police to be reviewed1 for rerfuctioli to essential 
limit,s. Accordingly it is recommended, that thz 
persannel be by thirteen to eighteen and to 
consist of one Sergeant, four  corporals and thirteen 
Constables, and the number of horses be reduced bp  
fifteen. If  a horse is occasionally required by any of 
the =nior officers then o m  of the ordinary patrol 
horses could be used, instead of krjeping animals on 
the strength specially for such exceptional uses . . ." 

I would like to know what the attitude of the 
Government is as regards this partiaular recommends- 
tion of Superintendent Calver in  the light of thia 
item. 'in respect of which the sum of £360 is to be 
voted. With regard to i k m  31, "Cleaning, water and 
light, M,000", I entirely support the remarks of the 
honourable junior member for St. Joseph, but  he did 
not real& that the sanitary arrangements a t  Boarded 
Hall are as primitive as those a t  District "F ". The 
Magistrate there h a  an  even smaller space than the 
Magistrate a t  District "F" has. These conditions have 
been obtaining too long for the Government n~ot to 
take steps to remedy them. Every Year we discuss 
these matters during the conside'ration of the Estim- 
ates and we do not seem to get any nearer towards 
ameliorating the state of affairs. I n  connection with 
item 43, "Rent of Police Sub-Stations, £150," I see 
that the amount is required for the rental of the 
Police Sub-Stations a t  Eagle Hall and Oistins. I am 
wondering whether the Government will purchase 
these sites or whethet some other sites will be ob- 
tainable. As regards item 52, "Maintenance of pri& 
oner, in  Lo&-ups, S25", the note says that prisoners 
a f t a  conviction are immediately transferred to Glen- 
dairy Prison. I do not lmow the significance of this 
word immediately" because sometimes pl.lisoners are 
not transferred to Glendaiq Prison for hows 
after conviction. I take it tha,t this note is the 
planation as to why this amount, is so small but 

as people are often kept waiting lfoT a van or 
for some other purpose, this $25 is an  under%stima& 
except the Government believe that prboners are ink- 
mediatrly trancferred to Glendairy Prkon # %hey 
would have us believe. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that  the Chair- 
man do now report prOgre& with leave for the Corn 
mittee to sit again. 

Mr. SYMMONDS seconded tile motion which 
agred  to. \ 

The Chairman reported the conlsideration of 
fourteen Heads of the Estimates, the postponeme,lt 
of two and that the Committee had asked for lea": 
to ,it again. 

Mr. SPEAKER rekumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 4 
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SELIKX COMrnTTEE APPOINTED. I honoul.ablp m. mbers who like that forlrl oi pleasum. 

: beg to move that the Select 
Committee to be appointed to consider the matter of 
refreshments for membeni of the Homc under the 
Head  legislature^' be the same Select Committee 
appointed to consider and report on the amenities 
of the House with the addition of the honourable 
senior member for Christ Church, the honourabl,> 
junior member for  St. John ancl the honourable 
junior member for St. George. 

Mr. BLACKMAN seccaded the motiou urhich was 
agreed' to: 

Mr. SPEfYKER. Subject to the approval of 
the 'House I appoint the following members to serve 
on that Committee:-The honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph, (Mr. Adams), the honourable senior 
member for St. Philip, (Mr. Crawford), the honour- 
able junior mem'ber for St. P e t e ~ ,  (Mr. Ramsay), thc 
honourable junior member for St. James, (Mr. Wil- 
kinson), the honourable junior member for the City, 
(Mr. Lewis), the honourable junior member for St. 
Lucy, (Mr. Brancker), the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Philip, (Mr. Garner), the honourable 
senior member for the City, (Mr. Mottley), the hox- 
ourable senior member for Christ Church, (Mr. 
Talmaj, the honourakle junior member for St. John, 
(Mr. Blackman), and the honourable junior member 
for St. George, (Mr. S p m o n d s )  and I associate my- 
aelf with the Commitlee. .. 

Mr. RAMSAY: 1 was hoping that the honour- 
a%le senior member for St.  Joseph would a;sk that a 
Select Committee be appointed to go into the ques- 
tion of the Reporter?' d a r i e s .  

Mr. ADAMS: That will be dealt with bp the 
Printing Committee. 

I am asking honourable members to see that if we 
go on a t  the rate at  which we are going on, we wi'i 
have to meet on ~ h ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~  as well. 

Mr. TALMA: beg to second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that the worda 

''Thursday, the 18th day of March, 1948," be de- 
leted in order to insert the words "Tuesday next, the 
23rd day Of March, 1948." 

Mr. GAR-NER: I beg to second that. 
Mr. SPEAKER : A motion has been made that 

this House do now adjourn to T h u d a y ,  the 18th 
day of March, 1948, at twelve o'clock noon. An 
amendment has been moved that the words "Thuns- 
day, the 18th day of March, 1948," bb deleted in 
order to inser't the words "Tueqday next, the 23rd 
day of March, 1948." The qumtion is that the words 
propoised to be deleted stand part of the motion. 
Honourable members in favour of that will plea32 
say "Aye," those against m'll ideas, sa)7 "No." T 
think the "Noes" have it. 

A divitsion was takep as follows:- 
Ayes: M m r s  SMITH, P. L. WA.LWTT, Cox, 

lh,, Lpm, TILL&A, and BuCKMma.  
Noes : Dr. WILSON, Mmrs .  RAMSAY, SYMMONDS, 

B ~ A N c K E ' ~  CR*wFOE'~ GAmEb~ and S. 
W A ~ c 0 T ~ 8 .  

Mr. SPEAKER,: The question has been de- 
cided in a "tie", eight honourable members voting 
~ a c h  way. In  accordance witeh prccedent I vote witk 
the "Noes". I shcanld like to explain that  the 
ordinary adjournment is for a week and I vote with 
t h ~  "Noes" although it k3 against my wish. Th? 
quajtion now is that the words "Tuesday next, the 
23rd day of March, 1948," be inserted in  the b l m k  

THE ADJOUR.NMENT. crrated. Honourable members in favour of that wilI 
please say "Aye", those against will please say "NO". 

Mr. ADAMS : I am asking honourable members I think the "Aye7'  have it. 
to meet again on Thursday and I therefore beg to The question that this House do now adjourq 
move that this H o u s ~ ~  do now adjourn to Thursday, to Tuesday next, the 24rd day of March, 1948, st  
the 18th day of March. 1948, at  twelve o'clock noon. twelve o'cl~~tik noon was put  and resolved in the  
W e  did not meet last Thursday because of sport and affirmative without divi&on and Mr. SPEAKER ad- 
+he majority of the nouise were willing to help those jom~ned the Honse accordingly. 




