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T H E  

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL BEPORT) 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Twesday, 4th Hay, 1948. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem- 

bly met at 12 o'clock, noon, to-day. 

Present. 

His Honour Mr. G. B. EVELYN, (Speaker), His 
Honour Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER (Deputy Speakerj, 
Messrs. L. E. S ~ I T H ,  M. E. COX, D. A. FOSTER, C. E 
TALMA, H. D. BLACKBUN, H. A. Dom~Na, V. C. 
GALE, D. D. GARNER, J. H. WILKINSON, O.B.E., and 
E.  L. WARD. 

Prayers are read. 
. Mr. HAYNES and Dr. CUNMINS enter the House 
and take their seats. 

MINUTES. 

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on 
the 27th April, 1948, having been circulated are taken 
as read and confirmed. 

MR. K. N. R. HUSBANDS TAKES NECESSAKN 
OATHS: 

Mr. SPEAKER': I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received a letter from the 
Honourable the Colonial Secretary stating that he was 
directed to inform me that at a meeting of the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee held on Thursday, 29th 
April, 1948, Mr. Kenmore Nathaniel Rhystone Hus- 
bands attended and took the necessary oaths to serve 
as a Member for the Parish of St. Peter in the General 
Assembly. 

. DOCUMENT. 
"1 Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 

8 
the House that I have received a Statement of Re- &% : . 

, , venue and Expenditure from the Commissioners of 
Highways for the parish of St. Juseph for the half 
year ended 31st Marcl, 1948. 

PAPER LAID. 

Mr. TALMB : Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour 
to lay on the table of the Rouse on behalf of the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Joseph (Mr. ddams) 
the following Paper :- 

c, ' #?& . Statement of sums of money paid over to the 
Colonial Treasurer by the Commissioner of Police 

t during the quarter ended 31st March, 1948. 

MR. HUSBANDS T A m S  HIS SEAT. 

Mr. K. N. R. HUSRANDS is ushered into the House 
by Messrs. F. L. WALCOTT and M. E. Cox and he takes 
his seat amidst cheers. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT also takes his seat. 

Government Notiues are given as follows:- 
Dr. CUMMINS : Resolution to place the sum of 

E177 at the disposal of the Governor-inExecutive 
Committee (to be subsequently refunded as a free 
grant under the provisions of the Colonial Develoy- 
ment and Welfare Act, 1940) to meet the cost of a 
three-month Course of Training for two nurses at the 
Caribbean Medical Centre. 

>fr. TALM'A (On bchalf of Mr. Adams) : Bill 
to make provision with respect to housing, the acqui- 
sition, reconstruction and management of development 
areas, the improvement of unhealthy areas, the re- 
pair or demolition of insanitary dwellings, the order- 
ly and progressive development of land, towns and 
other areas whether urban or rural, to preserve and 
improve the activities thereof, and for other matters 
connected therewith. 

Mr. TALMB (On behalf of Mk. Adams) : Bill 
to authorize the acquisition of land for public pur- 
poses. 

Mr. TALMA : Of the intention of the honour- 
able senior member for St. Joseph to move the House 
into Committee of-Supply a t  its next meeting to con- 
sider the money Resolution of which notice has just 
been given. 

Mr. MOTTLEY enters the House and takes his 
seat. 

QUESTIONS. 

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the senior 
member of the Executive Committee present at next 
meeting of the House :- 

Whether the Waterworks Department has in- 
formed Government that no water has been available 
in the parish of St. Lucy a t  many of its standpipes 
since Sunday, April 23, 1948 4 

2. Whether Government is aware that only one 
lorry has been allocated to supply water for all the 
thousands of residents in that parish? 

3. Will Government immediately take steps to 
ensure that, at least three times daily, water is car- 



484 - - p -- -. - - - 
HOUSE 
- - -. - - - -p- - .  . . - 

l -C 

ried to this parish, and that these lorries stop a t  each RESOLUTION Re ALTERATIONS TO GOVERNMENT 
standpipe then for persons to obtain water dl;riiig OFFICES POSTPONED. 
this shortage P 

4. If Government has not sufficient equipmelit 
to render such service, will i t  immediately take steps 
to secure, by purcaase or by hire, the necessary lorries 
and tanks a t  once? 

5. Will Government utilize the many wells in 
this parish, during the present water shortage, to as- 
sist in alleviating cur'rent conditions for washing pur- 
poses t 

Messrs. MAPP an'd ADAMS and Dr. WILSON enter 
the House and take their seats. 

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the senior 
member of the Executive Committee present at  next 
meeting of the House :- 

Is it a fact that  certain members of the Police 
Force have recently been transferred, or notified that 
they may be transferred, from the Harbour Poliw to 
the Land Police or vice versa? 

SELECT COXMITTEES' REPORTS. 

Mr. TALMA asks for and is granted leave to 
postpoile the second Resolution for the sum of S520 
to meet the cost of al:~era,tions to the offices a t  present 
occupied by the Colonial Secretary, the Department. 
of Education and the Public Works Department and 
of the office hitherto occupied by the Labour Depart- 
ment. ' 

ESTABLISIIMEXT O F  A SPINNING AND KNITTING -, 

INDUSTRY 

Mr. BLACKMAN: The next Resolution is for 
the sum of £1,000 to be placed at  the disposal of the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee to obtain expert 
advice regarding the establishment of a Cotton Spinn- 
ing and Knitting Industry in Barbados. According 
to tbe addendum, a pilot Spinning Plant was estab- 
l i s h ~ d  in Barbados with funds provided under thc 
Coloiiial D<velopment and Welfare Act. This Plant 
was taken over by this Government in  1945 and has 
been in full operation for the past ten months. A 

Mr. WILKINSON: Mr. s ~ a k e r , ~  beg 
present the Report of the Select Committee appoint- 
ed to prepar,e: a dracft Reply' to His Excellenc~'s Mes- 
sage No. 31/1947 relating to the ~ecommendations of 
a Conference held in Barbados in May, 1946, concern- 
ing the Unification of Currency for the Eastern 
Groups of the British West Inaies. 

C U ~ I N S :  Mr. Speaker,-I beg to pre- 
sent the Report of f ie  Select Committee appointed 
to consider and report on the P'ublic Health Bill. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME. 

On the motion of Mr. TALJYIB, seconded by Mr. 
B ~ C ~ M L I N ,  a Bill to make provision with respect to 
housing, the acquisition, reconstruction and managa. 
merit of development areas, the' improvemertt of m- 
hsealthy are% the rvpair or  d~emolition of insanitary 
dwellings, the orderly and progressive developme~tt 
of land, towns and other areas whether urban or 
rural, to preserve and improve the amenities thereof, 
and for other matters connected therewith is read a 
first time. 

On the motion 6f ar. TALMA, secOnded by Mr. 
BLACKMAN, a Bill to authorize the acquisition of lan.4 
for  public purposes is read a first time. 

M@srs. SyMioNos and A' 
House and take their seats. 

CHAIRMAN O F  COMMITTEES. 

On the motion of Dr. CUM'MINS, seconded by Mr. 
F. J,. WALCOTT, the honourable junior member for 
st. Joseph (Mr. Smith) is appointed Chairman of 
Committees for the day's sitting. 

COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY. 

M ~ .  SPEAKER: The first Order of the day is 
to resume Committee of Supply to consider the grant 
of sums of money for the service of the Colony. 

Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the House re- 
sumes Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being in the 
Chair. 

RESOLUTION Re EN~AUINQ FIRE BRIUADE OFFICER 
POSTPONED. 

B. CUMMINS asks for and is granted leave! to 
postpone the) first Resolution for  the, sum of &2,140 
to meet the cost of engaging on contract for a period 
a f  two years of a F i re  Brigade O f f i e .  

project for they erecticon of a ~ ~ i n i i i n ~  and. Knitting 
Plant has already been submitted for the considera- 
tion of the Colonial Development Cprporation but 
the Corporation's decision is unlikely to be know11 
for some time. I t  is, therefore, proposed,to seek the 
assistance of the Secretary of State to obtain expert 
advice regarding the aevelopment of a cotton spin- 
ning and knitting industry in  Barbados and this 
amount is to pay the expert. 1 beg to move that this 
ltes0luti0n do now Pass. 

Dr. C U W I N S  : I beg to second that. 
The question that this Resolution do now pass 

is put and resolved in t,he affirmative without divison. 
TRAINING IN PROBATION WORK FOR MALE AND FEMALE 

PUBLIC OFFICERS. 

Dr. CUMMINS : The next Resolutibn is for the 
sum of S380 to be plaoed a t  the disposal of the GOV- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee to pay full salary, cost 
of living and other allowances, and travelling ex- 
penses to a male and a female public officer during 
a six-month period of tr,aining in  probation work with 
the local probation officers. Capt. Brooks and his 
wife were appointed Probation Officers in  1946 for a 
period of three years. That period expires in May 
1949 and in order that no time should be lost it is pro- 
posed that the persons selected fo succeed them should 
undergo, in the first instance, a six-month course with 
these officers, and, if tonsidered suitable to perfonE 
the duties, to send tIiem for further training outside 
Barbados with a view to their returning and beirlg 
appointed to the substantive posts of Probation ofi;. 
Cers for males and females respectively. 1 think 

: ~ ~ t ~ ~ E ~ ~ ~ ~ , " ~ l < Y " ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ a n ~ ~ ~ s  %fz:i: 
I repeat that in ordw that no time should be, lost it 
is P ~ O P O * ~  to look around immediately for  a dmesirec 
a'ble male and a d:sirablle f'emnale to be trained by  
Capt Brook- for a period of ,six months and then to 

Sent Jamaica for a further six~month c o u m  
O* t r a ln i l l~  so that when Capt. Brooks and his wife 
rpltire. they m i l l  bet able to fill their places. I beg to 
move that this Rei-..olution do now pass. 

&fr. BRANCKER : Mr. Chairman,-I must ad- 
ntit that the two Pnobation Officers who-m we have 
now have been doing their work very efficiently a~zrl 
the system of probation is one which, I think, is very 
nec@garY and should b!e extended. According 
to the modern theory of punisliment we should, wher- 
ever possible, avoid sending people to prison and pro- 
bation officers are a very necessary par t  of the system 
of dealing with the punishment of offenders who 
not been incarcerated. But  two trainees as probation 



officers strike me as somewhat inadequate a number. 
If either of these two does not turn out to be thz right 
type of probation officer, what will we do when Capt. 
Brooks and his wife retire? I sugest that f o l ~ r  per- 
sons a t  least should be t1ai:led ior this wo1B. Two 
may be in training and one may die and we shall be 
a t  a loss to fill his or her place a t  a moment's notice. 
If the Government appreciates the necessity for these 
officers, the good work which they are doing and the 
essential part which they play in  any system of judi- 

punishment to-day, then I feel that we should be 
training, even a t  the outset, more people. I notice 
that paragraph 3 of the addendum to this Resolu?ion 
states that a' Government officer has been secondcrl 
for tbis training. One wonders who he is and I won- 
der  if the Government will let US into that secret 111 
supporting this ResoYution I am saying that the SYs- 
tem of probation officers is such an essential one that 
I am surprised that the Government should only b.: 
starting off by training o d y  two persons. That seems 
to presuppose that those two persons, a t  the end of 
their ~ e r i o d  of training, will be of the right type and 
will be the logioal successors to the present officers. 
But in case i t  happens that one or both of those two 
did not prove satisfactory or became ill, provision 
would not have been made for anybody else to step 

tion; that we should not be called upon an the time to 
train individuals for this  articular work. 

,Kr. F. L. WALCOT'I' : On0 can appreciate the 
point made by the junior member for St. Lucy but i t  
1s somewhat difficult to appreciate the point ralsed 
by the senior membtr for St. Lucy. What I would 
llke to say is this: We ought to compliment the 
Government on emhrking to-day on a pollcy of train- 
i i ~ g  our local people for techmcal pouts and hlgher 
positions and not leaving them to be filled by e x p e h  
rrom abroad. We are endeavouring to make some 
of our own people experts and I feel that  those per- 
sons who pay any attention to the social fabric of 
this community must realize that this is a step for- 
ward and we should give i t  all our assistance, so that 
probation officcrs can b,e people of thlu island who are 
trained in the technique and mechanics of probation 
work. m e  could, have ,a more ambitious start, that 
is to say, we1 could begin to train more, than two per- 
sons but I believe that, in the case of all innova- 
tions, you have to be cautious and conservative. 
Nothing has (been done ,along this line. by any previous 
Government; i t  was just, felt that  if a pewon was 
unfortunate enough to run into mischief, jail or  the 
illdustrial &ool was there for him but to-day plarus 

provision are being made for the rehaibllitation 
into their shoes. That is why 1 urge on the Govern of such persons into the normal life of the community. 
lnent the desirabiity of training more than two Per- There is =other thing 1 would like to say. I do not I sons for these posts, especiauj. as they are govern- 
ment officers who will be trained and not persons who 
will be taken out of employment to be trained; you 
will be just giving training to 
people are government so that 
when a vacancy you may second any of 
them for employmenfin this capacity. Everybody will 
recall what a very favourable and illuminating Re- 
port was presented %he other day by the 
Officers to the Court of Grand Sessions in  respect 
of those persons who were placed on probation and 
the very excellent results which have accrued to this 
island from the probation system. That is why we 
should look forward to the day when we should in- 
crease the of probation officers from two to 
four. I think that a probation officer is expected, ac- 
cording to the general accepted opinion, to devote a t  
least three hours of his time per month to each person 
under probation and under his care; that will show 
how many will be required if the system is extended 
and a large number of people is put  under probation 
and the amount of time and care that is to be expend- 
ed to see that those persons who have fallen by the 
wayside, so to speak, do not go astray again. It is 
for those reasons that I am asking the Government ro 
have more than two persons trained a t  the beginning, 
so that we may have a sufficient number of persons 
not only to replace the Brookses but  to add to t& num- 
hers when the Government finds it necessary so to do. 

Mr. WARD : I am not o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ g  this 
but I feel that the system of training these individuals 
is a very one-sided one. We have no definite agree- 
ment that we will secure the services oB these individ- 
uals after they have been trained and the Govern- 
ment may one day find itself faced with having to 
start all over again, as far as the training of thess 
probation officers is concerned. It is a recognized fact 
that the probation system has aone a lot of good and 
I feel that the work should be carried out but the 
Government should formulate a better plan of secur- 
ing probation officers than the proposal to train one 
or two occasionally. As the junior meqber for St. 
Lucy has said, one of these trainees may prove un- 
satisfactory or die and there would then be one pro- 
bation officer less with the necessary knowledge to 
oarry on. I feel that some other system should be 
adopted which probably would give greater satisfac- 

agree with the phrase "if considered suitable" in the 
paragraph of ~a addendum. I do not 

visage the Government embarking upon the, selection 
of people for illis training who wollld not be snitable 
and there should be nothing to przvellt a penon who 
has 'b,een selected and trained from going to England 
or any other place for further training. Although 
this is a British colony I feel that msny of these 
traineels could learn a lot in  places than Great 
Britain. I feel that they codd learn a lot in Canada 
or  the! U.S.A. and we have to depart from this policy 
of looking to one place--the United Kingdom. That 

be all right when the scholar8iIr, are awardPd 
by British institutions and the British Government, 
but SO f a r  M our Gove~nment is concerned, it should 
make opportuniti% which i t  offers wide enough t h a ~  
the succemful candidates could be able to go to the 
U.S.A. or the Dominion of Canada for  their training. 
That, however, is by the way and h a  nothing to  do 
with this Ecsolution. I feel that the Government 
should state that these two persons are considered 
suitable and, therefore, they have been selected. Do 
not go ahead and sdect two people and then leave 
them in the embarrwing position that they will not 
bp considered suitable for further training some- 
where eke. That is the only criticism I have to 
make about this Resolution. I have no hesitation in 
saving that, d f s p i t ~  what the critics may say, the 
Government has done something which is to be com- 
mended on this and that thij  on its 
augurs well for the future b,ecausp, the success of this 

upon its civil administration. 
Dr. CmlNs: I simply want to the 

point by One Or two members, 
that a lscheme of this sort requires more than two 
officers. That has been realised by t h e  ~ o v e ~ n m r n t  
and i t  k the intention of the Government to train 
more people for this work. But  I want it to be 
rfalized that the time for which Capt and Mrs. 
Brooks were engaged. expires in  next F a r  ; there- 
fore, in vi-pw of the urgency of Chp situation, it has 
been decided to pet two penmns trained as soon as 
poyible and then to look around for others to bp 
trained. It is not so ea2y a task to find suitable 
people to bp trained for work of this sort. It is not 
only a matter of doing a job. A probation officer 
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should 'be a person who is pnepared to save souls, 
so to kpealr, for the benefit of the country, not only 
by way of the Bible but  by appealing to people to 
improve their minds. It is a big jo'b and it is grow- 
ing from year to year. The figures in my possession 
show that the work has praa t~ca~ly  trebled slnce the 
Brookws undertook to do it. I repeat that more, per- 
sons will be trained but  in  view of the urgency of 
the ~ i tua t ion  it h% been decided to start with two. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass is 
put  and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

On the motion of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by  Mr. 
TALMA, the CHAIRMAN r q o r t a  the passing of two 
Resolutions and the postponement of one in Com- 
mittee of Supply and asks leave to sit again. 

The Home resumes and on the motions of Dr. 
CUMMINS, seconded by Mr. TALMA in each case, the 
two Besolutions which are passed in Committee of 
Supply aye mad a first and a second time and are 
a l ~ ~ a e d  to. 

PUBLIC OFFICERS LOAN AND TRAVELLING 
ALLOWANCES BILL. 

hundred and £Sty pounds to such officeps as, are 
named in the first schedule to this Act or in any 
rfgulatiom which may hewafter be made under 
this Act and such advance shall be subject to 
the conditions hereinafter set forth." 
Leave is granted the honourdble to delete Regu- 

lation 2 and substitute th-refor the abovemen5oned 
Regulation. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to move that Regulation 2, 
as amended, stand part of the Regulations. 

Dr. CUMNINS : I bleg to second that. 
Mr. WIARD : I feel that the Home should con- 

sider carefully whether in its enthusiasm to do good 
for these public offivers it may not be doing them 
harm. I t  is a peculiar idea to allow an officer to 
borrow S350 from the Gov:rnmcmt when he may be 
working for only a 5 0  a year and on the other hand 
a ~ k  that s a w  individual to pay back the £350 in  
five years. To my mind, that is an utter imposibility. 
You are only asking that individual to steal from 
the Government or you ace simply putting this Act 
on thfe Statute Book with no intention of carrvincr it 

Mr. S P E M E R :  The next Order is to resume 
Committee on Bill b authorize the Governor-in- 
~ x e c u t i v e  committee to advance loans and Pay travel- 
ling allowallees public officers required travel 
for the due of their duties. 

Mr. SpEAmR leaves the Chair and the House re- 
SllRleS Committee On the Bill, Mr. SMITH being in the 
Chair. 

'aawes 4, and are read and are 
agreed to. 

The first ,schedule read and TAJJMb, with 
Leave, amends it by adding the word& ''Librarian" 
and "Veterinary Officer." This schedule is then 
agreed to, as ammded. 

The seoond schedule is read. 
Mr. TAIdVfA: I like to move an amend- 

ment to Regulation 2 which reads ae. follow6 :- 
"2. Advances by  way of loan may be made 

the Governor-in-ExecuGve Committee to such officers 
as are named in the Fi-t Schedule to the Act or ill 
a y  ~egula t ions  which may be made under 
the Act in the manner and in the amounts herein- 
after set forth, that is to say :- 

Amount 
Salary Scale not 

To officers whose salary exceeds £500 per 
annum .... .... .... ..-. B 5 0  

To officers whose salary exceeds £325 but does 
not exceed 33500 per annum .... -..- $300 

To o f f i ae~~  whose salary e ~ ~ ~ d ~  S 5 0  but  does 
not exwed S 2 5  per annum .... g250 

To officers w h w  salary exceeds £150 'but does 
not e x c ~ d  S250 pm annum .... .... 52XM3" 
I hope that I am not disclosing any secret but 

i t  is felt that acccording to this RC-gulation on y those 
~fficers whose salaries exceed S500 per annum wil1 be 
in a p d t i o n  to purchase a. praper car, in view of the 
p r i c e  of cars to-day. It has, therefore, 'been suggest- 

that not only officers in the highlest braekets should 
be able to obtain a loan not e x e d i n g  B90 but that ' 
all officers should be lent that amount so that they 
mould able to purchase a proper car. The matter 
was referred to the Whitley Council and I am happy 

say that the ~ersonnel  of the Council approves of 
the suggestion. I, therefore, ask leave to delete 
Regulation 2 and swbtitute therefor the following*:- 

"2. The Governor-in-Ewcutive Committee 
may advance jbv way of loan any sum or sums not 
ejxceeding in  the aggregate the sum of three 

out. 0Be of those two things will happen. If aUrna"n is 
getting a salary of £150 a year, it is absolutely impos- . 
sible to expect him to pepay £150 in five yeam and at 
the same time to carry himself in a resmetable manner 
If we really wish to help the= offiFem we &all 'have 
to extend the time for repaymept of the loan. We 
must also bear in mind that a car will have deterior- 
ated considerably in five years' time and the individ- 
ual would be spending more to keep it in order than 
he would be paying the Government. 1 feel that 
we are simply putting some of these officers to live 
above their means. All of us would like to e e  them 
g,:t cans to get around to do their work but, to me, 
to lend a man g 3 5 0  wh,O is wolfing for ~ 1 5 0  per 
annum is fraught with danger. I feel that. the Gov- 
~ r n m e n t  should consider this proposal carefully be- 
fore giving some of these officers the opportunity to 
put themselves in trouble. 

JIr. F. L. WALCOTT : What has just bwn said 
by the honourable was passing through my 
mind but theTe me two sides to this question. On tht. 
one hand, you cannot r m i ~ t  the armment that if a 
man has h r r o d  g350  and to pay it back at th? 
rate of S 7 0  a year, ha wi 1 find i t  very di$icult to do 
so if he is working for 5150 a year. On the other hand, 
this is to be a loan not )exceeding B 5 0  and it does 
not neoessarily follow that e v e q  o B w  who h* to 
obtain a loan for this purpose must of necessity bor- 
row £350 because every individual who is buying a 
car for the first time may not buy a new car;  he may 
buy a secondhand ear to suit his punpose. I 'believe 
t h e r ~  are some members in Goverment Service 
whose salaries would permit them to advance wme 
of their own cash and borrow only a ceTtain amount 
from the Government. I n  these regulations i t  should 
b- stated the amount t a  be deducbed from the people's 
salaries because as  they stand, i t  means that the loan 
is to he paid back in 5 years and a n  officer in the 
lower category would find himself paying back a t  the 
same rate as an officer in the higher bracket and that 
will place him in a very invidious position. I do not 
think that that is the intention of the Government. 
I sugget  that this matter be reconsidered so m not 
to s lace an offic~r in t.he lower bracket in  that  invidi- 
ous position. To-day, there, are young men entering the 
Service and their familiw have no financial back- 
ground. Some of them hava to assist their families 
and the jobs they are given to do make it necessarv 
that  the^ should own cans. If they i t a r t  a t  $350 a 
pear, i t  is a financial impossibility t o  expelct them to 
buy cars and repay loans at the rate fixed for officers 



who are in a better position financially pay. Motor 
cars are very expensive to-dax and to get one that 
would last for any apprecia'ble length of time you 
would have, to pay at least $1,000. With all his other 
commitments, it would be difficult for the young man 
to whom I am referring to pay back $1,000 out of 
his salary. If the member in charge of the Bill would 
+give some assurance that that phase of the matter 
will be taken into consideration it would put the minds 
of many of thew officers a t  rest. 

Mr. W D :  I have just been informed that 
the allowances under the Travelling Allowance Act 
will wver four-fifths of the cost of a car and that the 
sffice~ would probably pay oldy one-fifth. I n  those 
circumstances I would not p r s s  for an extension of 
.of t& 5-year period became after a oertain number 
.of years a car becomes a liability instead of an asset. 
I withhold my objection to the Bill, in view of that 
information, and will allow those officers who are 
bound to travel to get their cars, became a second- 

additional marshals (are sufficient in view of the work 
that the present staff has to do. There, are instancb 
in whlch cases have had to be adjourned and in which 
comment has been made by the ChieS Justice that 
there was not t h e  available for the small staE of 
deputy marshals to have! people summoned in time 
to attend the Court. That is why I throw out, the 
sugg~stioii that two additional deputy marshals may 
not be adequate. Thelre L no disputing the fact that 
the High Court to-day has more work than it has. 
elver barn known to have,. A case in almost every 
month is heard in this Court whereas in former times 
there wed to )be about two in the space of a year. 
This means more work for 'the deputy marshals and 
I regard this Reirolution as a step in the right dinec- 
tion. I repeat, however, that I do not f ed  that evfn 
with these two additional marshals thev will be able 
to cope with the increased work which h- to 'be done. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass is 
put and resolved in the affirmative without &vision. 

hand car would pribibly cost t h m  more money to 
keep it in order than a neiw car would. THE XARRIED WOMAN'S (SEPARATION AND 

Mr. TAIJMA: I .just want to say this: The I - MAINTENANCE) ACT. 
maximum amount that &n officer could borrow is 55350 
'but it does not necassarily follow that that maximum 
will be borrowed. 

The question that Regulation 2, as amended, 
stand part of the Regulationls is put an_d resolved in 
the afbnative without division. 

On the motion of Mr. TALMA, seconded by Dr. 
CUMMINS, the wcond schedule, as amended, is passed. 

On the motion of Mr. TALMA, seconded by Mr. 
BLACKMAN, the 'CHAIRMAN reports the passing of the 
Bill in Committee. 

The Houa?, resumes and on the motions of Mr. 
TALMA, mended by Mr. BLACKMAN in each case, the 
Bill is read a third time and is passed. 

RESOIXTION TO U P O I N T  DEPUTY 
MARSHALS. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Orde'r stands in the 
name of the honourable senior mmeber for Christ 
Church,-To move the passiassing of a Spcial  Resolu- 
tion under the provisions of section 3 of the Provost 
Marshal's (Amendmat) Act, 1947 (1947-36). 

Mr. TAIJMA: This matter h a  been engaging 
the  atention of this honourable Chamber for quite 
some time and anyone who happens to be conversant 
with the Provost Marshal's CHEW will know that that 
office has been terribly understaffed for many years. 
The Deputy Marshak are three in number; they aye 
called upon -to geirform functions, such as putting 
i-xecutions into &ect and issuing summonses all over 
the island and they are not even provided with 
travelling allowan~e I regret to state. The ebjeot of 
this Bil is to appoint two additional deputy marshals 
so that the performance of the work can be facilitated 
and the working of the( office put on a more satisfac- 
tory basis. I beg to move that this Resolution do 
now pms. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I k g  to second that. 
Mr. BRANCKER: Them is hardly any reason- 

able member of this community who would not agree 
that the deputy marshals are underpaid. The o d y  
-reason why I wou'd n d  make an,v further comment or 
that. to-day is because the Atlams Repmt iq a little 
nearer publication than it was three x e e a b  ago. T 
presum that he would be considering the inadequate 
remuneration for the% offices and we are hoping to 
hcar of some r e c ~ m ~ n d a t i o n  to put t h  salaries 011 

a basis commensurate with the respon4ibilities which 
these marsfials have and thn tasks which they have 
t o  perform. I am wondering whethe even two 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Orgm is to resume 
Commit& on the Bill to amend the law relating to 
Separation and Maintenance. 

Mr. SPEAKEB leaves the Chair and the House re- 
sumtls Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH being in the 
Chair. 

C l a u s ~  10 to 16 inclusive are read and are agreed 
to. 

Mr. CRAWFORD entew the House and take8 his 
seat. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman,--Before the Clerk 
reads Clause 17 I am going to move that you do now 
report progress and ask leave to sit again. Since 
Clause 6 of this Bill was ~assed  a case has arisen in 
the Law Courts in which 'the Court has held that as 
the law stands a t  present a husband can sit down, do 
nothing and not pay his wife one oent, whereas he 
would not be able to do it in England. If an  order 
H made against a husband, his wife has to prove that 
he has means to pay since the order W@ made and 
that is the only way s4e can coll'e'ct arrears. I n  the 
case which I have mentioned, the husband has given 
laway his house and his motor lorry and would not 
work; he is fpd by his parentts. As I say, it is im- 
possible for that to be done in England. I t  could 
have been done 50 years ago but the law has been 
changed and is is my intention to interview the At- 
torney Genera1 with the view of having Cl&use 
6 worded in accordance with the present Eng- 
lish law. I am, therefore, asking the Com- 
,mittee to agree to the further postponement 
of C l a w  6. Of course, as the senior mermbe,r for the 
City will tel l  the Committse,, the Churchwarden of 
the pa~ish in which the man lives can put him in 
Court for the maintenance of his childnen if he has 
any but that is a roundabout way of going about the 
matter. The English Act provides tliat if the wife 
can prove that her husband neglects to support her 
she can bring him before a Magistrate. According 
to the local Statute, a husband can burn his house, 
draw all his money from the Bank and give it away 
in order not to support his wife. The law has bew 
changed in England and i t  is only ~asonab l~e  that it 
should be alterad in Ba~badors. For that reason I ask 
the Commi'ttee to agree to th8e further postponement 
of Clau~sr! 6 and give the Attorney General thp oppor- 
tunity to re-draft it to cover the point r have mien- 
tioned. 

Mr. TALTvIA: I beg to second the motion that 
the Chairman do now report progress and ask leave 
to sit again. 



USE * 
-P - 

The question that the Chairman report progresh 
and ask leave1 to sit again is put  and reisolved in th? 
affirmative without division. 

The CHAIRMAN reports prcigrm and' the House 
resumcs. 

SUSPENSION O F  RULE 60. 

Mr. TALMB: Mr. Speaker,--BeGre you cali 
the next Order of the Day I ask leave to move the 
suspension of Rule 60 in order to go back to Order 
No. l-Committee of Supply. 

Mr. SPEAKER,: There is no necessity to ask 
leave to suspend that Rule bedause You ane going 
back to an Order. All you have to do is to ask leave 
to take Ordtr No. 1 as the next Order. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. I 
Mr. TALMA: I ask leave to take Order No. 1 

as the next Order. 
There being no objection, the honourable member 

is granted le,ava to proceed. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order is to resume 

Committee of Supply to consider the grant of sums 
of money for  the service, of the colony. 

Mr. SPEAKER leaves the, Chair and the House re- 
sumes Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being in the 
Chair. 

ALTERATIONS TO GOVERNMENT OFFICES. 

Mr. TALMA : The Bcsolutioii with which I pro- 
pose to deal is No. 2 which is for the sum of 5520 
to meet the cost of alte~ratiom to the! offices at  present 
occupied 'by the Colonial Secretary, the Department 
of Education and the, Publicl Works Department. 1 
and of the office hithcrto occupied by the Labour 
Department. Owing to the fact that the Finan- 
cial Secretary who will soon be arriving will be 
attached to the Colonial Se'cr~tariat and owing to the 
inadequate accommodation which a t  pracsent obtains 
in that Department, it is absolutely essential that 
more accommodation be providcd for these officials 
and their staffs. The Resolution speaks for itself 
and is f a r  from being coatroversial. I beg to move 
that it do now pass. 

Mr. ADAMS : I bleg to second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: I am supporting this Resold- 

tion *but I would like to make a few observatiom on 
it. It is rather signifioant that offices such as those 
occupied by the Colonial Secnctary, the Department 
of Education, thle Public Works Department, the 
Labour Department are to be altered. I say i t  is 
significant for this 'reason. All these Departments 
have Heads who are importd~d officials and those 
Departments whose Heads are local officials, such as1 
the Registrar's Office, the Provost Marshal's Office 
and the Incoma- Tax Commissioner's offic~ arc, stand- 
ing disgraces to this coloiiy. As soon as an imported 
official comes to the island, he is given an office with 
luxurious appointments. I hope that the Govern- 
ment will apprecjat that this statr of affairs should' 
not be allowed to continue. I feel that something. 
is wrong somewhere. I rem;mbcr that when Mr. 
Hayden, the late Director of Edncation, came here 
everybody was thrown out of offices adjacent to the 
Education Office and a proper office was provided 
for him. I feel that the Governmant should give 
some eaplanation in  tbel matter. l Mr. A'DAMS : I am going to give the answer - 
which will please my critics. It is this. Whoever 
makes the mast noise gets attended to first. m e n  
Mr. "Ossie" Bancroft was Police Magistrate of Dist. 
"A" he would protest Year after year against the 
condition of the Police Mwistrates' Courts and 

officcs. I cannot repeat what the sanitary conditions. 
of the Police Courts were like; they were the mosl 
primitive oflices one could thlllli OL and some of theru 
still exist a t  the Courts in the country districts. Mr. 
Baneroft used to make a noise and he got everything 
ho wanted, even a fountain pen because he said that  
the p,n-nibs were 110 good; he got a f a n ;  h: got toilet 
conveniences put  in because he sat down week aftsr 
week and made out complaints to the effect that he 
could not work under the conditions which .existed 
a t  the time. The same thing happened in  Mr, 
Hayden7s time. So too in the case of the Road Com- 
inissioncrs. The Commissioners who make the most 
noise get their grants first and the two honourable 
nienibers for St. James know that that is true. The 
Governmfnt has under contsideration the alteration 
of most of its offices, (especially the Registrar's Office 
and Mr. DfSyllas has prepared plans for such alter- 
ations. Plans have even been prepared for a new 
House Assembly in case we decide to remove, this 
Assembly to some other site. As soon as we rebuild 
the T m i i  Hall, the Registrar's Office and other 
kindned offices will be accommodated the-rein. It i s  
not a question of forgetting them or of disarimina- 
tion. You do not remember the man who does not 
shout a t  you as often as you remember the man who 
is coi~sta~itly shouting after you. Maybe that is the 
cause of it. 

T h e  question that this Resolution do now pass 
is put and resolved in the affirmathe without division.. 

On the motion of Mr. TALMA, seconded by Dr. 
CUMICINS, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of this 
Recolntioii in Committ~~e of Supply and asks leave 
+o sit again. 

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr. 
TALMA. scconded by Dr. CUMMINS in each cake, tha 
Re.olntion is read a first and a second time and is 
agreed to. 

ORDERS POSTPONED 

Dr. CUMMINS asks ,for and is granted leav,e to 
postpone the coiisid~ration of Orders Nos. 5, 6 ancl 
7--Bill to consolidat? and amend the Acts of this 
island relating to Public Health, Bill to amend thp 
Poor Relief Act, 1892 (1892-2), and Bill to provid~h 
for the division and sale and the division and letting 
of land in lots and for $he, regulations of tenantries- 
owing to the fact that the Select Committee appoint- 
ed to consider, and report on, the Public Eea'th Bill 
reported only to-day and that the, Report will haycl 
to be printed and circulated. 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT RECOMJYIENDATIONX 
O F  OILS AND FATS CONFERENCE 

Mr. SPEAKEIR: Thle next Order stands in the 
iianlf of the honourable junior mem'tier for St. John, 
-To move thF, passing of a Resolufion to authorize 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee to adopt and 
give effect to the, recommendations of the Conferenc~ 
on Oil~s and Fahq rnihich was held in  Barbados from 
the 18th to the 22nd July, 1947, as set out in the 
Schedule. 

Mr. BLACKMAN : TG Barbados Co-operative 
Cotton Factory Ltd. manufactares Edible Oils, Paint 
Oil, Meal etc. During the war, and since, it has sup- 
plied the island's requirements of edible oils. It also 
supplies a quantity of crude oil, and, a t  times, edible 
and refined oil for the purpose of manufacturing 
soap, margarine and Iard. During the past few years 
very little cotton has bleen produced local'y, as  ;t 
lxsult of which only about 17 tons of cotton seed has 
bef.n available for oil purposes. Wbe have had to fall 
back upon copra which has been imported fmm other 
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West Indian islands and the quantity we used in 1946 
was about 3,272 tons. It is estimated that if thd 
Leeward and Windward Islands order the same quan- 
uitks of copra products as they did in 1946, we shall 
need an additional 624 tons of copra, making a total 
of 3,896 tons required for 1947. I beg to move that 
this Rifsolution do now pass. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-In seconding the 
motion I should like to say that I have been referring 
to the Rules and apparently it is a practice based on 
Rule 237 that the clauses of â  publio Bill should be 
considered seriatim. This is not a Bill and if 
the House approves I am going to move that the 
Schedule to this Resolution be taken as read. Hon- 
ourable m(-mbers have had the opportunity of reading 
it and it is merely a Report of what the Conference 
agreed to. If we agree to the principle of that Re- 
port, i t  csmes withih the ca'tegory nf the Minutes 
which we take as read at every meeting. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Personally I see nothing 
against taking the schedule as read. 

Mr. ADAMS: I n  that case, Mr. Speaker, I beg 
t o  move that the schedule be taken as read. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. . . . . 
The question that the schedule be taken as read 

is put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 
The question that the Resolution do now pass is 

put  and resolved in tlie affirmative without division. 

the benefit of the people in the manner we desire i t  to 
be used. I n  rehabilitating these factories are we 
rehabilitating the industry for the b1:nefit of the 
people far and wide or are we not putting people who 
already find themselves in sound hanc ia l  and busi- 
ness positions in better positions? You are making 
factories better than they are and in so doing you are 
puting more people out of work and making the m- 
employment problem more acute. Before I support 
this Resolution, it must be clear to my mind that we 
are going to get the neacssary tax from this meney. 

At  this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SPEAKER adjourns the 
House in accordance with Rule 40 (a). 

I REPLlES LAID. 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to lay 

on the Table of ihe House the reply to question No. 
54 standing in the name of the honourable junior 
nember for St. Lucy. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to lay the reply to question 
No. 52 standing in the name of the honourable senior 
member for St. Peter. 

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-? ask leave to 
nave the suspensiod of Rule 60 in order that the 
senior member for Christ Church may take Order 
No. 22 as the next Order of the day. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
is granted leave to proceed. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 60 be 
now suspended. 

Mr, TALMA : I beg to second that. 
The question that Rule 60 b?  now suspended is 

pu t  and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

T H E  SUGAR INDUSTRY (REHABILITATION, 
PRICE STABILIZATION AND LABOUR 

WELFARE) ORDER. 

I SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (A). 

Mr. SPEAKER! The next Order stands in  the 
name of the honourable senior member for Christ 
Church,-To move the passing of a Resolution to ap- 
prove the Order entitled "The Sugar Industry (Re- 
habilitation, Price Stabilization and Labour Welfare) 
Order, 1948", made by the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee under the_provisions of sections 3 (1) (c) 
and 4 (3) of the Sugar Industry Rehabilitation, Price 
Stabilization and Labour Welfare Act, 1947 
(1947-13). 

Mr. TALMA: This is a R e ~ l u t i o n  to approve 
.c?f the Order made by the Governor-iq-Executive 
Committee under the Sugar Industry Rehabilitation, 
Price Stabilization and Labour Welfare Act and T 
beg to move that it do now pass. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Before you put the 

question, Mr. Speaker, I am going to suggest that 
inasmuch as it is nearly 2 o'clock and as honourable 
members are hungry-I am one of those-we should 
postpone the consideration of this Resolution. I want 
to be cljclar in my mind that this money which we are 
setting aside under this A d  is'exempt from the pay- 
ment of income tax. If this money is to be-exempted, 
then it is all right but if i t  is not to be exempted I can 
see no reason why it shoud not be taxed because while 
we are putting down money $0 be used some years 
hence I am not so sure that i t  is going to be used for 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to move the suspen- 
sion of Eule G1 (a)  so as to continue Government 
Business. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the - 
honourable member to make the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (a) 
be now suspended. 

Mr. TALMA sxonded the motion which was 
agreed to. 
3UGAR INDUSTRY (REHABILITATION, PRICE 

STABILISATION AND LABOUR 
WELFARE) ORDER. 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment for lunch 
the House were debating a Resolution to  approve the 
Order entitled l The sugar Industry (Rehabilitation, 
Price Stabjlisation and Labour Welfare) Order, 
1948," made by the Goverpor-in-Executive Commit- 
tee under the provisions of sections 3 (1) (c) and 
4 (3) of the Sugar Industry Rehabilitation, Price 
Stabi~sation and Labour Welfare) Act, 1947 (1947- 
13). The honourable senior member for St. Peter 
was speaking. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Before the luncheon 
interval I was saying that I do not consider that this 
House should pass these funds as they are unless 
they are assured that the funds are exempt from 
the Income Tax law. This money is a gift but it is 
income to the sugar industry; therefore it should be 
taxed. No honourable member of this House can 
receive money from any source, whether by gift or 
otherwise, that is not taxed and I feel that in this 
matter the only exemption from taxation to which 
the House should agree is in relation to Labour Wel- 
fare funds. Too many employers are threatening to 
put people out of work by whatever means they can 
do so, and we have to be sure that we are not allowing 
a certain amount of money to be free from taxation 
and a t  the same time have employers telling people: 
"Before I pay you I will get something to put you 
out of work." That has been said by responsible I people in this community, and are we going to exempt 
this money from taxation so that when people are 
put out of work you will not have any money to 

l embark upon some project so as to assist them? I 
feel that honourable members will have to pass this 
Resolution with their eyes wide open; we have to 
he sure that we are not making any millstone to be 
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put around the necks of the future generation. I 
can see what the sugar industry is planning and 
if honourable members cannot see it I am sorry for 
them. I t  is clear to me that all plans and devices 
are being made for the employers and the people 
engaged m the sugar industry to make as much profit 
as  they can irrespective of any other consideration; 
and I repeat that we have to make sure that thest: 
funds are exempt from Income Tax. I feel that we 
will be making a great mistake if this money is not 
taxed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is nothing dealing with 
Income Tax in this Resolution. 

Mr. F. L. WBLCOTT : Speaking for myself I 
want to be assured that this money can. be taxed, and 
if i t  is taxed already what will be done this year- 

Mr. SPEAKER : This Resolution has nothing 
to do with the question of taxation. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I want to be sure that 
this colony is getting what i t  deserves and I say that 
a gift to the sugar industry should be taxed in the 
same way as any other income. I would not have 
made these remarks if I Bad seen the willingness of 
people engaged in the sugar industry to make plans 
which I feel would relieve the present serious situa- 
tion. F a r  from people being rehabilitated I have 
seen many of them knocking about for want of em- 
ployment. On the one hand while you are trying to 
protect the sugar industry, on the other hand there 
are people who are begging, people for whom no re- 
gard is paid. There are those who say: "Let the 
Government find work for you", and I say: let us get 
Income Tax from them. I want to make it clear that 
the people who are engaged in the mgar industry do 
not want any Govfmment to protect them; they 
have been protecting themselves for many years but 
when they are in a holc they run to the Government. 
I feel thnt we have to be very careful to see that 
we are not perpetuating a policy, which might have 
been that of the Victorian era, of making good for 
people who can make good for themselves. I n  this 
island them is much unemployment and we have to 
get money from every available source so that we can 
start projects so as  to relieve this evil of unemploy- 
ment. We do not know what reaction or what reper- 
cussions this unemployment will have upon people 
and therefore I say that before we pass this Resolu- 
tion we must be sure as to whether this money can 
be taxed. 

Mr. MAPP : I rise to make a few relevant 
observations relative to this Resolution. While i t  is 
true that these conditions have been laid down by the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies consequent upon 
an increase in the price of sugar granted by the 
Ministry of Food, while we cannot even modify these 
conditions furthermore to reject them, I feel that 
these conditions call for comment by those of us who 
gee certain issues in the sugar industry in this colony. 
The appament object of this levy is to aid the sugar 
industry as a whole. There is no doubt t.hat condi- 
tions today call for greater production in the sugar 
industry in the whole West Indian area, especially 
with the Dollar Crisis staring us in the face and 
especially now that we have to compete with a world 
crisis, with rising prices and imports from the world's 
markets. Therefore most of us will agree with the 
object of this Resolution and these conditions of help- 
ing the sugar producers throughout the Caribbean 
area to produce sugar. It is obvious from these Regu- 
lations that great attention is being paid to the fac- 
tories in helping them to increase their productivity, 
but I do not know how far  the peasant farmers will 
be affected by the passing of this Resolution. I do 
not know what terms and conditions will be arranged 
for the benefit of the cane farmers, especially the 

small man, and while we are all agreed that i t  i s  
necessary to help the sugar factories in  this area t o  
rationalise even further, i t  cannot be said that these 
arrangements are working out for the benefit of the 
sinall producer, the labourer and the worker in the 
sugar iildustry. I hope that any criticism which I 
make today will be observed by the Head of the 
Administration and that he will make strong repre- 
sentations to the Secretary of State for  the Colonies; 
because i t  is a fact that coincident with the greater 
rationalisation of the sugar factories, there is greater 
unemployment in this area and I say that that is a 
serious state of affairs. Those who are engaged in 
the sugar industry are endeavouring to keep down 
the cost of production and lessen it to as great an 
extent as possible, therefore labour must be reduced. 
But while the sugar producers and the factory owners 
are being helped, we fiiid that the small people who 
play a very vital part in the production of sugar are 
being put out of work and are being hit a t  in all 
directions. I do not want to dilate too much on that 
laspect of the matter now because I hope to do so 
when dealing with an Address which is in  my name 
on the Order Paper; but I am saying that strong rep- 
resentations should be made to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies in view of the fact that there is 
greater rationalisation in the sugar industry today 
than there was in 1945. There should be some change 
in the basis and the terms of this Resolution so that  
a greater part of these funds could be allocated to 
the Labour Welfare Fund in order to help the work- 
ers i11 the industry. That is only fair and right.. 
These recommendations were made at a time when 
i t  was not foreseen that there would have been such 
changes in the sugar industry as there are today, 
and the cost of production was heavier than i t  is now. 
I t  was therefore quite fair for the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies to lay down these terms and condi- 
tions and allocate these various amounts in the ratio 
in which he has allocated them. It was necessary t o  
help the sugar manufacturers to increase the sugar 
product.ion, but we have seen a great importation of 
machinery in the industry. We have seen great 
rationalisation and the natuqal consequence has been 
that while the cost of production has been lessened 
and the factory owner and the big plantation owner 
have been helped, the worker on the other hand has 
been hit yery hard. Unemployment, starvation and 
all the evils consequent on this mechanisation face 
the worker and his family. Since these terms and 
conditions were sent down by the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies conditions have changed to such a n  
extent that this ratio should be changed aqd a greater 
part of the funds should be allocated to the Labour 
Welfare Fund so as to help the workers who have 
been hit so hard. I do not know if the Committee 
which has been sitting in connection with this matter 
has reported, but if its findings have not yet been 
made public I hope that we will have the Report i n  
our hands so that we can implement the recommen- 
dations. I think it should be pointed out to the mem- 
bers of the Committee that the position is a very 
serious one. TVe have just had a drought which wilI 
affect the worker especially; there is much unem- 
ployment and I hope that the Report of the Commit- 
tee will be made available in a short time. My par- 
ticblar mecommendation is that the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee or the Head of the Administra- 
tion should in future t ry  to have the proportion of 
these funds altered to suit the changed conditions i n  
respect of this industry so that a greater amount wilI 
be allocated to the Labour Tel fare  Fund than is at 
present allocated to it. If this House terms itself a 
thinking and responsible body in  this community, 
it must pay attention to the crisis which is facing the 



workers in the community; ~t cannot afford to sit 
down land pass what Intended to help the sugar 
industry as a whole when lt is found that while the 
sugar producers are ble+ helped the workers are left 
to face unemployment and all the evils consequent 
upon this rationallsation. I hope that t h ~ s  state of 
&'airs will be brought to the notice of the Head of 
the Administration land that some other recommends- 
tions wffl be made in the near future. 

Mr. GARNEK: 1 have always heard it said 
that too far east is west and I think that these Regu- 
lations can be classified as having gone too far east 
and have therefore reached west. l cannot support 
these Regulations in their entirety because I know 
from personal observation and personal knowledge 
that this island is going to experience an unhappy 
past. We are heading for chqs and unless somethmg 
&oreseen happens 1 do not know what the results 

be. as the position is now, the Horne Govern- 
ment have presumably sent out thk scheme to re- 
habiltiab the sugar industry in this island, and let 
me say here and now that the first thing which they 
&ould do is to try and rehabilitate the workers in 
the island. They have allocated only 10/- per ton 
for the ~~b~~~ welfarre! Fund, 51. 5,- per ton for the 
price stabilisation R~~~~~~ ~~~d and g 1  per ton 
in respect of the Capital Rehabilitation Reserve Fund 
which I think is qmte unfair. ~h~ honourable mem- 
her who has just sat down has made olle really inter- 
esting point and it is th6t the sugar-industxy is now 

mechanised; the tendency is to save 
and what really existed in 1948 or 1945 does not 
exist today. I t  is true that there are some factory 
owners who are misers, who spend no money as capi- 
tal expenditure on their factories and those factories 
have deteriorated; but the fact remains that they have 
reserves to their credit or to the credit of their W- 
ies. Because the factorian have deteriorated it dwsmt  . 
stand to reason that the owners have sot got the sur- 
plus money tucked away somewherfl for the benefit 
of their families. Therefore if the Colonial Office or 
w h ~ e r  is in charge Of would find Out, it 
is not really tm that fie fsotories do not make any 
money in Barbados a d  are in need of help ; I cannot 
be a party to because it is not me. Onn man 
Owns one-ha1f of St. Joseph and one-ha1f of St. 
Andrew and I repeat that thp labourers of this island 
need to be rehabilitatled before the sugar industry. I t  
is r joke to talk about rehabilitating the indm 
try first: something is wrong. Mr. Speaker, if you 
went around this island now you will see that there 
ane P W P ~ ~  who cannot 1st any enlplo~ment because of 
the mechanisation of the sugar industry and are you 
going to rehabilitate these factory:ownem? That 
is a joke. This Resolution has to be rejected; 
Downing Street must know what is going on in this 
island. The rich will be e t iqg-  richer, the poor will 
be @ting poorer and Can we sit idly by? The idea 

. of rehabilitating Bruce V& Factory, for instance, is a 
joke. In the p a ~ h e s  of St. Joseph and St. An&w 
there ame people who are hungry and are you going to 
give more money to the sugar industry? A factory 
O-IeT will say: "I will get everythiw out of this 
factory and when I am gone I will leave the hard 
c a h  for my family and they will not experience the 
hardship that I am experiencing now." Then he sells 
this white elephant. The peasants contribute to the 
making of these factories; the factory-owne~s know 
beforehand what thes are going to pay the peasants 
for their canes and they are not going to pass on any- 
thing to the peasantb. What are the peasants getting 
today out of funds?-Nothing. They are grow- 
ing canes, they contribute to the making of t h ~  
factories and they are getting nothing out of these 

funds! Thks Resolution must be rejected; I caution 
honourabl,e membms that they should reject it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: According to the Act, this 
money is distributed in accordance with Rules and 
Regulations made by the Governor-in-Executlve 
Committee. 

Mr. GARNER: That is a matter for them. 1 
am not a member of trie Government and if they lose 
sight of these things which 1 am saying now, it is a 
matter for them. I think I am justitied in saying 
these things. The peasants of t h s  ialand have no- 
thing to gain by thig Resolution; some of the money 
which they should be getting will be passed 0x1 to the 
factory owner and who is to make the factory mner 
pay the correct price for Canes? No law of the land 
can make him do that. We paid $2,000 to bring out 
a gentleman to fix t& matter and when he came he 
was a little worse- If we l a d  accepted his scheme, 
the peasants would have owed the factories between 
40 cents and 80 cents per ton in excess of what the 
factories paid. These are crude things but you have 
to Say some crude things sometimes. The cane grow- 
ers are unprotected; they have no shares in the fac- 
tories and because of that they will lose.  hose who 
have shares in the factories will get something but the 
peasants are fleeced. There is no law of the land to 
protect them and c--ot the ways and means be 
found of putting something on the Statute Book to 
make the Owner pay a proper price canes ? 
People are working hard day in and day out and 
when they come to reap their canes they lose money! 
To work land now an absolute waste of time; 
arc, between the devil and the deep blue sea. This 
Re~olution should be sent back to the Governant 
and let them know tEat 10/- per ton in respect of the 
Labour Welfare hnd ia insdequate. we do not 
mind givi3 something for hice tjtabilis.tion Re- 
serve Fund but whrn you to tbp mhabilitation of 

faetorles th,ere is a big question mark there--a 
question as big as the -verse. There shoda 
not be any attempt made to dcthat at this ime when 
the people are when there is no work for 
them to do, and when there is no law to prevent any- 
body from importing mfchillps and mech&sing 
whatever he wants td  do. natnre being what 
it is, a man seeks to gel the most of whatever he puts 
his hands to do; and so it is with the people , m g w d  
in the sugar They will pay a little, more 
in  order to meehaniap the industry but the machinery 
,ill make up for that, so that ~ g .  will not lose W- 
thing at all. I t  is a sad spectacle to go around the 
the island and me that of the mable land 

bpen by machinery ; the are, ddng 
this work by day and by night and people have 
h e n  detprived of a day's work. If that is m; if 
these people are going in for this merhanisation, 
a case has definite~ly been made out against their 
gekting any of this money. I hope that' that point 
has been made quite clear. If it is true that these 
people are to the hilt, they are saving 

*d You cannot stop them from mechanising 
and putting thousands of people out of work, that 
i~ something to be considered. They ought to have 
a he&; I say that at l e s t  they s h m d  mechanise 
UP to a @rtain point and trg and meet labour half 
way- In my parish smec of the people have k n  
told that there will not be one stroke of work for 
them &'for@ July a d  we have had a short crop ! You 
can redi@ what that means, Mr. Speaker; you can, 
not rehabilitate the, factories at  thje time, you have 
to rehabilitate the worwrs fir&. If an invmti- 
~a t lon  were to be made into this matter what would 
you dkcovm? YOU would discover that the most 
of the people who will be applying for help from 
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them funds are the, ultra wealthy people. Them 
are those who sprnd very lit&, on the r factorifs; they, 
keep all the, cash and they will now take advan:age 
of this fund to rehabilitate thcrastives; but the fd- 
low who has been trying to keep his factory up to 
a aextain standard of jeffic-ency woud not have so 
much cash because he, has 'been spending money on 
his factory. My last point is this and I want to 
raise this questo~n emphatically; what provision are 
you making for the peasants to share in these funds? 
After all, t h e  peasants form no small part of the 
sugar industry in this colony and they are always 
left out of oonsideraton. Can't we do something 
to save them? If ar? civilised and we have not 
declined to the law of the, jungle, we would not 
allow the big fi& to rat up all the small ones. We 
ought tmo be wise, intell~gent and honeet enough L:) 

envolve some system whereby we can probetet orLe 
another. It is human nature to have, avarice and 
agreed but i t  mus3 b. disciplin1:d. Nen have t h e ~ r  
difficulties in a'l walks of lifn; after all they are 
only grom-11-up boys and they st 11 nci d some parent 
or guardian to coirect them. If we as the re~pre- 
sentativcs 'of :he people do not find ways and means 
to heap the peasants and the ~ 0 r k e r s  of this co10n3; 
we will be failing in our duty. I t  is t.me that 
this question be ained: What is before us now is a 
sinister move, to help the factory owners who aro 
wealthy peOp C', and they are asking that the money 
which should ble given to the workers lbe glven to 
them! That is a joke. I am not g o i ~  to say much 
more but it is grievous to think that for over 300 
years the sugar industry has been moving up and 
down, more up than down, and now today you arc 
improving ~t to last for I,vzr as agalilst hungrq, 
suffering humanity. We must dacide between these 
two things; ane we going to give the rich people 
more money or are we going to formulate ways 
and means to help the workem whom these same 
wealthy ~ e o p l e  have not 'only robbed in the Past but 
ane now s e e ~ n g  to starve them to death ? AS It is now 
if you mechanise the sugar industry in i t spt i re ty  that 
will cause wholesale starvation in this colony and that 
cannot be avoided no matter how YOU may k ~ .  There 
is certain out of crop work which the machinery will 
do; and when it rains you will need a few people, 
but meanwhile you are ollly ge;t;ting rain now and 
again. wi th  all thew problms facing us, I should 
advise1 whoever ki in charge of this matkr to send ~t 
back and Jet th'ose on the o l h ~  side know what is 
happening. I have newer heard of a factory goi~lg 
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island is coming to chaos and ruin. You cannot avoid 
that unless smething is don?. SomeLhing mus: be 
done now to change this allocation to thee Cap;tal 
Rehabilitation R:s2rve Fund and l':t the money br 
used for the benefi, of some of the people who are 
now unemployed. At present thvre is mss suf- 
fering and d scontcnt and I think the poor peasants 
shou'd be includrd in this schem:. I hope that some- 
thing will be done for the~m shortly. I am making 
a plema for the rejection of this Resolution b0cause 
it is absolutely no good. I am against putting money --& 

in t& rich peoplet's pocht's when the poor people 
are suff~ring and are hungry. I say that it would a 

be absolutely wrong to pass this R~fsolution; too inany 
people are out of work today and there, is no chance 
of their getting any e,mployment. We must either 
r-se to the hour or sink in despdr. I hate to think 9 

that we will si, k in despair bcoause I see that there) 
are certain brains who can rise to the hour. I must 
appeal for that spirit of goodwill and h a m m y  so 
that we can get together and lformulate plans for the 
good working of the G~vernm~ent and for the people 
of this island. 

Mr. ADAMS: I wish to congratulate the hot;- 
'% 

ourable member pn his sppech. I would say practically 
the same thing although 1 might use di@erent lan- 
guage. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the hononrabllL 
member has already spoken. 

At this stag?, i t  now being 3.30 p.m. Mr. SPEAK- 
ER stated that i t  was now time for the cons~dfration 
of private Memb:r's ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  

ORDER POSTPONED 

Mr. SPEAKER: 'Fine first Orddr of the Day 
under Private iVl;einbtrs7 Dusiness to rfsuine de- 
bate on the motion that th S House adjourn for 5 
minubes in order to consider that in the opinion of 
the House the fa~lure of ihc Governmznt to formulate 
and &eelare its policy with regard. to the assistance 
it i, prepared to afford nsew industries is disadvan- 
tageous to the best interest of the island. On the last 
occa,, whell this motion was b:ing debated tho 
honourable senior miemb~er for St. philip moved the 
adjournment of the debate and the motion was sec- 
onded by the honourable senior member for St. John. 
~ h ,  honourable senior member for St. Philip has th* -* 
right to continue his speech 

1 SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (B) 
bankrupt; the more I talk about th,s thing the more 
I gee that it is a joke. I hope that honourable mem- 
bers will see that this is no time to play politlCs; 
this is a time for all of us togehhe~ as one 
man, denounce this thing and repFesent t& P ~ Q P ~ P  
really and truly. Let us n~premnt all sections of the 
community. When the under-dog is not workln!Z 
he is a lnenace to society and if 1 did not have any- 
thing to do I would be a menace $0 the community- 
~ v e r y b o d ~  was not born with intelligence and 
brains and if possible we who are g ~ a r d l m  should 
m that the under-dog g& what is due to him. What 
is the use of having investments and the people are 
hungry? MY Cod, let us havp a heart. There are 
people. who are hoarding money a t  the expense of 
the worker who is suffering, but it is all going into 
the fire. 1 am no wayside, politician; 1 am a Statesman. 
(Hear, hear and Cheers.) I n  my quiet hours I 
think of the pxoble~rns confronting the people of this 
crolony and weigh all the circumstances. I have con- 
eluded that unless some ambitious programme is 
tackled in this colony by the Government, the whole 

Mr. A D D S :  I have not spokten with hoeoura- 
ble rnemkrs hef~ore but since we have, gone so far  with 
the &solution wii:ch we have just bee11 considwing, 1 
am =king honourable members now :(o agree to ths. 
suspension & ~ u l :  61 (b)  and let us try and finish 
the Resolution. 1 am not suggesting that we should 
not proceed with Private MembeTs' Business, but that 
we shou'd try and finish this E?solution. I w ~ l ~ L  
just like to say that undFr the! Act you are, bound to 
make this Order. All the other idands have passed 
their ~~t with these 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think I can allow 
the honourable member to make a speech. 

b 

Mr. ADAMS: I am appealing to honourable 
nlembers to go on with this ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ t i ~ ~ .  we have 
passed the Act fixing the rates for 1947 and we 
said that in future we would deal with the matter C 
by Resolution. That is why this Resolution is be- 
fore the House now and I appeal to honourable 
members to vote for the suspension of the Rule. I 4. 
ask leave to move for the suspension of Rule 61 (b). 



There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member to make the motion. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (b) 
be now suspended. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
The question that Rule 61 (b) be now sus- 

pended was put and resolved in the affirmative. 
A division W~IS taken as follows :- 
Ayes : Dr. W n s o ~ ,  Messrs. SMITH, SYMMONDS, 

F. L. WALCOTT, HUSBANDS, COX, FOSTER, MAPP, 
TALMA, ADAMS, BLACKMAN, CRAWFORD, GARNER and 
Dr. CUMMINS-14. 

Noes : Messrs. MOTTLEY, HAYNES, DOWING. 
G m ,  S. A. WALCOTT, W~KINWN and WABD-7: 

RTTGAR INDUSTRY (REHABILITATION. 
PRICE STABILISATION AND LABOUR 

WELFARE) ORDER 

Mr. SPEAKER : When Government Business 
was last being considered, the House were debating 
a Ries~lut~ion to approve thc Order entitled "The 
Sugar Industry (Rehabilitation, Price Stabilisation 
and Labour Welfare) Order, 1948," made by the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee under the pro- 
visions of section 3 (1) (c) and 4 (3) of the Sugar 
Industry Rehabilitation, Price Stabilisation and 
Labour Welfare) Act, 1947 (1947-13). 

Mr. ADAMS: 1 am asking for permission 
speak because I remember that when I got up. to 
second the motion for the passing of the Riesolubon, 
the honourabe senior member for St. Thomas also 
got up; I sat back down and he seconded the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow the honour- 
able member to speak again except with the per- 
mission of the House. The honomble member is 
asking for permission to speak again: if there is 
no objection, the honourable member will be granted 
that permission. There being no objection, the 
honourable member is allowed to speak again. 

Mr. ADAMS: I was saying just now that I 
welcome the speech of the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Philip; as the honourable member has 
said, this is nothing with which you should play 
politics. I welcome such a speech all the more 
coming from the honourable member, because some 
of the people with whom he is associated seem to 
think that they are doing a lot of good to the com- 
munity by merely cursing the Government in power 
or the Leader of the House. They fail to realise, 
as the honourable member has realised, that the 
whole of our economy is based on sugar. Tbre em 
istense of nearly all the population of this island 
depends upon sugar and in order to assist in put- 
ting the sugar industry on a proper basis, we may 
be unduly balancing the scales in favour of one 
section of the sugar industry and against the mass 
of people who labour in the industry, the people 
whose wants are not sufficiently catered for. There 
is no member of the Government who does not feel 
like the honourable junior member for St. Philip: 
this is a matter of supreme importance and as the 
honourable member has pointed out, we have to 
drop stupid, partisan animosities and join together 
and use cold, dispassionate logic when we consider 
the future of the sugar industry. There are times 
when I am amazed at the childishness of people 
who write to the Press or who occasionally write 
leaders in the daily Press. Which of us is so silly 
as not to see that, as I have expressed it elsewhere, 
we will always have mechanisation with us? The 
6rst man who evolved a wheel made a revolution in 
transport, and obviously you cannot be for ever 
putting burdens on people's heads instead of 
building carts for mihybg the burdens quickly. I 

Bake i t  that the point of view of the honourable 
iunior member for St. Philip is the point of view 
,f the members of the Government, that democracy 
u n p l a ~ e d  is as bad as the worst totalitarian sys- 
tem, and that it will be necessary in rehabilitating 
;he sugar industry not merely to give money but to 
zonsider carefully how it is to be expended by the 
!actory or owner. I11 an agricultural 
:ommunity like Barbados regard must b~e paid to 
the displacement of manual labour by machines. I 
am as emphatic as the honourable junior member 
€or St. Philip that this Government has got to, con- 
trol the importation of tractors lnto this colony and 
to issue licences carefully having due regard to the 
number of labourers that you are displacing by 
these tractors. I att'ended a meeting of the Rehabi- 
litation Board last Wednesday and this iq a ques- 
tion which has come up for serious consideration, 
We are continuing %e meeting tomorrow. I want 
;o state quite clearly and emphatically what my 
position is; throughout the ages, from the time 
when the industrial revolution in England began, 
you always have to consider not holding back de- 
velopment for ever, but regulating the pace of that 
development. Let us look at the condition of Eng- 
land as a result of the industrial revolution; they 
created manufacturers, they built up huge indus- 
trial centres to deal with a two million unemploy- 
ment situation and they put money into the pockets 
of people who would have had to be kept alive by 
way of a dole. No matter the sneers of the illi- 
terateand semi-illiterate who write letters or edi- 
torials, we have got to be very careful in rehabilita- 
Ling the sugar industry and to selv that the pace of 
mechanisation is carefully considered. After all, 
there are crises in the life of a community when it 
is necessary to controI importation. I t  is platitu- 
dinous to say that Today we cannot import motor 
cars from Canada or America at our sweet will; 
and there may be circumstances in which it is bet- 
ter to do without importing mechanical implements. 
I hope that the honourable junior member for St. 
Philip will not blusli at my saying this: even when 
he makes mistakes, because he is fallible like the 
rest of us, he makes them due to the intensity of 
his desire to do something for the poor sections of 
the community. But the honourable member is 
making the greakst mistake of his life if he, will 
not be a missionary among the common people and 
try and get his colleagues to help the Government 
who is as anxious as he is to see that the under-dog 
gets his share. As far as this Resolution is con- 
cerned, of all the colonies we are the only one 
which drafted the Bill in the way in which we 
drafted it. In  section 3 (1) (a) and (b) referenc~ 
is made to a levy on sugar and fancy molasses and 
then (c) says this: 

"There shall be raised on all produce manu- 
factured during any year subsequent to the year 
one thousand nine hundred and forty-seven such 
levy, if any, and at such rate or rates, as may be 
fixed in respect of that year by Order of the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee yith the approval of 
the two Qouses of tlie Legislature." 

That is why this Resolution has been sent down 
and therefore we must pass it. What we can do, 
however, is what Jamaica notably has done and that 
is to ask the Secretary of State for the Colonies to 
give a more elastic direction to the colonies as to 
the division of this money. I do not want .to t r e  
pass on the reply of the honourable member in 
charge of the Resolution, but as regards the ques- 
tion of income tax, the honourable junior member 
for the City wrot'e a letter about it either to 
the Governor or the Colonial Secretary, the letter 
was sent to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
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and a reply has been received. I cannot see how 
m y  factory owner who takes money out of these 
funds, can hope to get it exempted from income tax. 
When the money for sugar comes from the Ministry 

of Food and it goes into the Capltal R<habilitation 
Beserve F a d ,  them is no point a t  which it is 
taxed; but when a fmtory owner takes i t  out, it is 
income coming to him and he has to pay a tax on 
it. The trouble is that people feel that the sugar 
industry is everything, therefore you should do 
everything to help it; they feel that the factory 
owner must have a ksbclass, up-to-date factory 
and you must help him to get his machinery free 
of duty. But they fail to see that the factory owner 
is protected a t  all points. I say that no factory 
should b:come bankrupt because the dies are always 
laid in his favour. Ally factory owneT who losc?s 
should be put in jail for life. No  factory owner ever 
pays for his canes until he has calcu'ateid for his de- 
preciation and so on; and how a man is able to calcu- 
late these things beforehand is a Chinese puzzle which 
I have never been able to decipher. Of course my re- 
searches may not have! been as elastic as they shoulcl 
have been. I am glad that the hoiiourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Philip has given me this opportunity to 
re-assure honourable members that the Government 
is very conscious of the fact that the sugar industry 
is everything to this island and that we should always 
.see that it is efficiently run; but I go so far  as to say 
that we should like the aid of the honourable junior 
member for St. Philip and his colleagues in controll- 
ing the number of factories in this island. We want 
a longterm plan by which we will d~ecide that this 
island is too small )for more than, four or five, central 
factories. I would say that certain factories should 
not get onet oent of this money; let them go to ruin 
first. We should plan corrclc;tly; let us have four or 
five factories running lefficilently in crertain district, 
and let us see that thte others are dosed down o r  do 
not let any money be wasted in  pairing them. Let 
thet Government come to t.hte aid of four or five 
factories properly plaoed geographically in this 
island, and l e t  them do the work of reaping the canes; 
let us not he?p a small factory to rehabilitate itself 
in the area where a big one1 is to the placed. I think 
that some eight or nine1 small factories have gone, out 
of existence within the last few years and the Govekn- 
ruent is perfectly prepared to join in any sobeme 
with Governmexlt funds properly controlled for 
putting the sugar industry on its feet again. I really 
got up to make this appeal to the, honourable juhior 
member for St. Philip. I welcome his appeal, I accept 
i t ;  has appealed to the members of the, Govern- 
ment and also to other honourable members to stop 
playing politics and do somle,thing for the under dog. 
I accept that appeal in its entircty and on my part 
I am asking him to get his colleague$ to see that this 
Labour Government is doing its utmost for the 
working classes in this island and not a t  the expense 
of the community. We do not want to destmy the 
sugar industry; wee do not want to go down too 
heavily on one portion of the industry w k n  there are 
people who ane suffering because of the bad distrj- 
bution of wealth in this colony. I repeat that I am 
glad for this opportunity of speaking ; I assure the 
honourable junior member for St; Philip that both 
as a member of the Government and as a member of 
the Committee which is now sitting in ~elation to the 
mattm of rehabi'ihtion. I shall endeavour to see that 
.the best is done for the labourer. I assure the honoura- 
ble member that I, too, will join in any further pro- 
tedation to the Secretary of S h t ~  relative to the allo- 
cation of these sums so that something more will be 

given to labour weLfare. So far, no co'ony has succeded 
in getting an allocation in which labour weltare 
benefits any more. Jamaica has 5/- per ton instead 
df 10/- per ton for-the Labour Welfare Fund and I 
know that the Caribbean Labour 'Cbngms has tried 
to get the amounts reallocated so that the amount 
in respect of labour welfare would greater. It is 
not to say that persons of Labour views have been 
unmindful of what we wnsider an entiredy inequita- 
able allocation. We will endeavour to do what we 
have done in the past, but We have to follow what we 
did last year. I n  so far as this &solution is con- 
cerned, I should like to point out that the money is 
not going to be spent in any wholesale "tractorisa- 
tim" of this colony, so to speak. The Government 
has been approached, the planters might know this, 
and i t  has been suggested tlzat prm%ations might be 
purchasing tractors, some of them to the sanze lextelnt 
as the factories which would be creating a new policy; 
but the Executive Committae had agRed that this 
aid should be given only to the factories. If the, pm- 
sent Rehabilitation Committee make recommenda- 
tions to incjlude the plantations then we will have to 
make an pxplanation to the House. men some planta- 
tion owners made application to the Government, tha 
matter as to how the allocation was to bfe spent was 
referred to the Committee of which Dr. Saint is 
Chairman. The meeting which I" attended l'ast 
Wednesday was postponed because the honourable 
senior m ~ m b ~ e ~  for St. Philip was unable to attend, 
and it has been postponed unti? tomorrow for the 
honourable member's benefit. If the1 plantations are 
indudteed in this matter, the feeling 09 the Legisla- 
ture will have to be obtained as regards the meth'od 
in which this money for rehabilitation is to be spent. 
I do not wish anybody to have any misconception as 
to the1 members of the  executive^ C o m m i t t ~ ~  from 
this House; our policy is that there should be a long- 
term policy aiming at lt'wening the number of 
factories in this island. The Government muld aid 
in the construction of central factories larger than 
the largest in this island[, and that aid would be with 
the, object of making these factories, as a c i e n t  as 
possible; but a oondition of that aid would be that 
the factories are to be run on co-operative lines 
whereby everybody will be given a fair share of the 
profib and nsot merely the plantations which supply 
the canes to the factories. Alternatively, the share- 
holders would be those who are concerned with the 
growing of the canes and the manufactured product. 
That is what we are fighting for. Before I sit down, letL 
me r m i n d  honourable members that the Government 
is comprised 09 (four Labour members and five1 other 
members who arf not always Labour members; and 
what the honourab'e junior memb~er for St. Philip 
should do is to strengthen the hands of the four 
Labour members of th,e Government wiih his colleag- 
ues both inside and outside the House. If we get their 
aid we assure them that in a comparatively short time 
the policy which I have mentioned will be laid down. 
We are p~epared to see that the under-dog g e t s  his 
pmper share of the market and that he will be re- 
habilitakd before the factories wle rehabilitated, 
usiq the graphic lang~bge of the honourable junior 
member for St. Philip. 

Mr. c ~ W P O R D :  I think that a reference to 
the records of this House will show that as far  ba& 
as 1943 I issued a warning in respect of the increasing 
nllechanisati~n of the sugar industry of this C O ~ Q ~ Y -  

On more than om occasion I endeavoured h point 
out that if any indiscriminate mechanisation of the 
sugar indastr;y were allowed to continue, the colony 



would $eventually reach a point at which work could I a ~ h a d d  the point that the small cane farmer should 
]lot bz provided Lr a large part of the population. 
During that period of time the honourable gnior 
mtmber for St. Joseph was a member of the Execu- 
tive Committee, and I am somewhat interested to see 
that he has now been converted to my way of think- 
ing. i 

M ~ .  ADL~S:  Never in my life have 1 ewr 
thought other than what I said today. That is a 
deliberate lie. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I said that five years ago 1 
issued this warning and all down the years the hen 
ourable senior member for St. Josieph sat as a membel 
of the Executive Committee and you never heard a 
word aboub this increasing meehan&ion of the sugar. 
industry. The position now is that we are trying to 
lock the stable now that the horse is out. Every 

in *is mlony has almost all the 
machinery it thp have their tat- 
tors, their machines, their g r w  cutbers, etc., 
and they even rent this machineTy to the surrounding 
plantations and people who have not got any. T~ 
Paise a howl now that the effect of this machinery is 
disastrous to the workers is tantamount to locking 
the stable after the how? is out. Th'e honourable 
senior for St. and the 
junior member for St. Thomas have koth declared 
that they are eonPrnod about the of an 
unemployment problem in this colony; they have now 
blegun to we that there is a lot af unemployment and 

also share in the amonnt allocated for the rehabili- 
tation of the industry and that matter now being 
looked into by a Committee which has been appointed 
to consider thg question. The allocations as made by 
the British Government are : %l. 10s. for capital 
Rehabilitation, S1 for Price Stabilisation and 10!- 
for S a ~ o u r  Welfare. The hen senior member for 
St. J ~ e p h  said that the last meeting of the committee 
wlas postponed because of my a h n o e  and I want to 
Say now that 1 telephoned to Say that 1 hsd anothtr 
meeting with Mr. MacDonald and therefore I  odd 
"Ot attend that meeting- 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can say that you could 
not attend the meeting owing to unavoidable circum- 
stances. 

CRAWFORD: I was =plaining the posi- 
tion. I attended the previous meeting and the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Joseph W& not there. 
In this matter the British Government concerned 
more with the question in relation to the ~ r i t i s h  peo- 
ple themselves than that which concerned the Carib- 
bean colonies; in respect of the sugar manufactured in 
the West Indies th machinery was to be ordered from 

only. The price for the 
machinery is greater than what was charged before 
the War and it is greater than the pl.ice at 
machinery can be obtained from markets outside the 
Empire. So that the decision to allocate this com- 

I 
garatively large sum for the rihabi'itation of the 
sugar industry was made, with the major intention of starvation in the colony and we have to do something emuring that the sugar manufactureR about it: I am glad to see that they have realised 

the gravity of the situation. I presume: that when I 
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph referred 
to the colleagues of the honourable junior member 
for St. Philip, I was included ; but would YOU believe 
that the Party to which the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Peter and the honourable junior member 
for St. Thornas belong - if it is to be wumed *at 
the Party is concerned with the unemployment pmb- 
lem?has done nothing by way of affording relief to, 
or stem the tide of, in this colony 
p a r  we voted money to begin the canalisation of the 
C'omtitution Swamp; the impdrted all 
the machinery for doing work on this p r o j e c t  

Mr. That has nothing to do with 
this Resolution. 

CRAWFoRD : The queAion umploynutn' 
is bound up with this matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole point is whether 
this money is to be allocated as it has bee11 sug~ste(1 
that it should b~ei allocated or in any other way. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Before I begin to with 
the Reso'ution itself I have to be able to assess the 
depth of the, sincerity of the remarks which have 
k e n  made so far. If You are concerned with the 
cnemployment situatiol1, whfn work could have b~ 
started at Seawell Or on the Constitution Swamp, lt 
should have been started. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can deal gene ran^ 
the question of unemployment. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I t  has been argued that the 
allocation in respelc* of labour wetfare is k.ufficient 
and that the workers themelves are in greater need 
of rehabilitation than the manufacturing lend of the 
sugar industry. Let us consider the, facts of the taw. 
This money has been given by the British Govern- 
merit as a remilt of representations made by the sugar 
producers in the Caribbean area ana also as a result 
of representations madR by representative of the 
working d m  organisation in the area, the allocations 
having been &ed by the British Government. The 
honourable. junior member for St. Philip has 'em- 

8hould order British machinery in the manufacture 
of their sugar. There is also another side of the 
8bvi we have to pay attention to the 
situation with regard to sugar production from the 
pint of of being able to compete with other 
sugar-producing c!ouiitries. In January last gear 
Cuba sugar to Britain at m u g h l ~  eight 
cents a pound, and by the end of' the year in con- 
sequence of a crop of over six million tons of sugar, 
she Was selling Britain the sugar at three cents a 
pound; nobody knows what price may be offered for 
sugar next year. Even although we have a limited 
agreement with regard to the price paid for sugar, 
we have to bear ill mind that we are as financially 
crippled as Britain is and no British government can 
tell an economically embarrassed British taxpayer 
thab he must pay eight cents a pound for sugar when 
he can get it at  three cents a pound. Thse~efore in 
any long-ksm policy we have bar in mind the 
urgent necessity which exists for guaranteeing that 
the get a proper wage, that the sugar ,indus- 
try is kept on its legs and the fact that if there is a 
world slump in the price of sugar and our 
goes down, we shall have the sugar for ourselves and 
there will be, no export trade. It is therefol. essen- 
tial for this Government while taking steps even at 
this l a b  hour to protect the workers employed in 
the sugar industry, also to  begin to assist other in- 
tlustrcies to be started in the colony. The Govern- 
ment should 0ffe.r attractioiis to people to come help? 
and set up new industries so that these industries 
should be able to absorb any surplus labourers who 
find themselves out of work in consequence of any 
increased mechanisa~ion of the sugar industry. 
(Hear, hear). Now Sir, imagine a Government 
which claims to be interested in this unemployment 
problem admitting that people who own textile fac- 
tories in Great Britain and other manufacturers have 
esked to be allowed to establish industries if we will 
only offer them the concessions offered by other West 
Indian colonies ! (A MEMBER : That is not 
true). The Colonial Secretary mid that enquiries 
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were made by the people from Great Bnitain a d  
elsewhere- 

Mr. SPEAKER : I think that the honourable 
member is going a little wide of the principle d 
the IZesolution. 

Mr. CfiAWFORD : I am endeavouring to point 
out @at the conditions over which we have no con- 
trol make it essential that the worker be protected, 
and we cannot always guarantee the price which We 
are getting for sugar to-day. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable member waS 

speaking about other industries being sttirted here. 
Mr. CRAwFORD : What I am saying is 

for five yeam I have been emphas ing  that we should 
prevent any6 indiscriminate mechanisation of the 
sugar industry until steps are taken to start some other 
industries. Obviously if you import machinery you 
are going to put people out of work and I did not 
wait until that happened to see it- five Years ago 
I tabled an Address in  this Connection, but nothing 
was done about the matter, and now the position is 
that practrically every plantation has all the machin- 
ery i t  wants. The evil is now on us, not facing us. 
Even 'if you the  machine^ now, 
are you going to dump in the sea all the 
that is in the colony There is enough in 
the colony to pepole out work for ten years 
On?v a few days ago I saw at DoTer a that was 
lying fallow for years and in four hours a tractor had 
it ploughed! That have afforded people 
about sixteen weeks' work. We have got to realise 
that the is here at the moment and now 
we are raising a howl which is merely vote-catching. 
The honourable junior member for St. Philip has 
rightly tried point out that there must be some 
point a t  whsich we will be able to rehabilitate the pea- 
ple employed in  the industry, and at  the xime time 
we should do our best to maintain the economy of 
the country. I repeat that we are now merely raising 
our voice in vote catching and playing to the gallery, 
but we should realise that the unemployment s i t ~ ~ a -  
tion is grave; malnutrition and starvation are rife 
and the situation is worse than what people imagine. 
Last year about 100 out of 500 babies born in St. 
Philip died from starvation, and since last year we 
were trying to get the Government to commence the 
work a t  Seamell and they will not do anything al- 
though we have voted the money for doing this work. 
The mothers could not feed these babies and we have 

be thankful for the kindness of a few people who 
give a little Cod Liver Oil and milk to children. Of 
course, these people feel that that was due and owing 
to the people; the suffering in the parish has now 
touched their hearts and they have realised that for 
years their ancestors were robbing the people out 
of their wages. There is a high infant mortality rate 
in the parish of St. Philip; no rain has been falling 
and a few people give some children this Cod Liver 
Oil and milk once a week ; the effect has been noticed 
in that there has been a decrease in  the infant mor- 
tality rate in the parish. The lives of a few children 
have thus been saved. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us deal with the matter of 
the Resolution now. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: The infant mortality rate 
in other parishes is just as high. As regards the 
East Coast Road, we cannot get any work started 
there either. I want to assure honourable members 
that the honourable junior member for St. Philip 
and myself have given a lot of consideration and 
attention to this question of the mechanisation of 
the sugar industry. We realise that our parish is 
one of the hardest hit in  this colony even i n  good 
weather and we should be very careful about bring- 
ing in machinery and putting people out of work. 

We redise that we nlay have to compe$ with large 
sugar-producing countries which can produce this com- 
modity at  a rate below that which we are producing i t  
a t  present; therefore we are going to have to provide 
local schemes of employment for people wh'o ane not 
employed on ihe sugar estates, md we have to 
m every effort to attract industrialists to come here 
and siarc new induutries. far as the agricultural 
workers are concerned, thoae in the most prirmtive 
parts of tht island do not hope to go through life from 
the cradle to the grave digging cane holes and forking 
s t r a Q h ~  banks; they q e  coming to town with the hope 
of getting somethiog more to do. The agricultural 
workers will wmain in the land until they can find 
something to do; they are only too glad to get 
,my from the land. Therefore any G~~~~~~~ 
which is alive to its responsibilitiw will leave no 
stone unturned in fostering other industdes and pro- 
viding o:br sources of labour and other avenues of 
flnployment can pay better wsger, than the 
sugar industry rr-ill pay, indmtri,es which are not 80 
completely under the control of world fluctuations 
and prjc,cs and weather Sugar is a 
delicate economy; two or three Years of unfavourable 
mq;ather eolldiiioly and the whole island is ruinrd; 

if a; happened before, other sugar-pmdueing 
countries begin to dump sugar on the market, we 
shall find ourselves back to the place ~Vhere we were 
in the middle 2OYs. The answers to thp present situ- 
ation are three. Ill the first p a r s  ago we 
should hare started to prevent this indiscrimina+r 
meclhanisation of thr sugar industry; and secondly, 

should at this late hour we 
start-to encourage new industries and so find 

other means of employment for our people. hastly, 
no Cowrnmrnt which professeB to be interesbPd in the 
people can afford to sit down and do nothing in 
connection with largebscale schemes which can pm- 

employment for an appreciable number of our 
p"0p1e. 

Mr. WARD: I have heard all the various state- 
ments which hame been made and 1 &eel that while 
Some of those statements have been fairly justifiable, 
others have been utter noasease. The Resolution 
before US asks for the $1 for  the Capital Rehabilitation 
Reservrt Fund. I ail1 sure that a t  the p re~en t  mo- 
ment neither this House nor any individual knows 
f ~ a e t l y  what the positiolu is in respect of this Fund as 
far  a s  the factory concerned, b~e~cause no definitce 
decision has been arrived a t  as  to the direction in 
which the mone8y is to 'be paid out. Up to now 
110 definite d~cision has been arrived a t  as to how the 
lnoneY in  respect of the' Labour Welfare Funds is to bp 
paid out and the ~ch:un? has been gloing on for two 
years. Wh'en this money was allocated by the British 
Government to these Wes.. Indian Colonies it was sp - 
cifically out in t h ~  ~Iemoraiidum r.hac it should 
be allocated to the Capital Rehabilitation Reserve 
Fund, and it was recommended that the money shoulcl 
be spent in connection with the improvement of 
machinery for the purpose of increasing the efficiency 
and production of the factory as a whole. The, Brit- 
ish Government ~ealised that if the, West Indiej 
were to continus to produce sugar they would havo 
to compete with other countries outside, their domain ; 
and there for^^ they must put themelves in  a posiiion 
to be able to camp* with these outside countries. 
It vzas felt, as the honourable junior member for St. 
Philip has said, that the allocation of this money was 
made in the wrong way ; the honourable member said 
that the allocation should h a w  been made in respect of 
the land as well as factory on a basis where 
the factor~r can i n c ~ a s e ,  itcs efficiency, so that 
it can pay more for i t  cm- and, therefore 
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I 
the cam growm will automatically receive wme 
of the benefit of the allocation which was made 
to increaw ,he efficiency of the factory. If you 
take into consideration the fact that you have got 
to compel& with 0th- sugyar-producing countries, it 
means that you must h d  a way in which to produce 
your sugpr on a more economical 'basis than you are 
producing it a t  present. We were told, therefore, 
that we must find a way in which to produce our 
s w a r  on a more economical basis than we are, pro- 
ducing it a t  prment. It W* necessary at that time 
to import certain types of machinery so to reduce 
the cost of the output of sugar as well as to increase 
the production of the land which W* ,also essential to 
the output of the factory. The position is such that it 
is of no w e  our keeping any noise now; as the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Philip has said, ruin 
is a h e a  and that cannot be avoided now. The 
machinery is here and it is not here for the purpo;se of 
wiping out any individual: it is he~re to kelep some 
people alive, otherwise some estatjes would grow grass 
and be barren. The positjon is that prices for labour 
have been fixed only for the purpose of catchiqg votes, 
rgardleps of those who die for starvation when you 
cannot employ them ; they have fixed prices in resppc L 

of some of these people a long way above those which 
are paid artisans, masons and engineers. People 
knew that we must try and produce sugar e,conomically 
and they are now saying that we are putting people 
out of work by the importation of machin~sy ! W P  
would not like to put people out of work; personally, 
I would prefer to employ people than to use the 
machinery: but I cannot employ them and run the 
plantation in ruin. If I did that, I will be starved and 
the peopb will be starved as well. We have had some 
dry periods within the past few yeam and, as the 
honourable junior member for St. Philip h* said, 
there is starvation in cer~ain park of the island. 
People would be glad to work but you cannot employ 
them. Some estates have lost money and they cannot 
even borrow any money from the Bank. I know 
that some estatres cannot p y out any backpay unless 
they get money from the Jank. These matt- must 
be brought to the notice of the publ'ic and we must 
not be able to get away with any rankling talk. It 
is the duty of honourable membfa to keep 'everybody 
in the colony going; if You want to push me out of 
existenfie you are pushing the other man out of ex- 
istence too. I know very well that the peasants of 
this island are not in a position to get certain mechan- 
ical conveniences and I have ploughed some peasants' 
land in my district. (A MEMBER : That is good). 
I t  must be borne in mind that if these prices for 
labour are to continue, the peasants must fcel the 
pressure. There i no getting away from thesp facts. 
It is all right for honourable members to m t  around 

is another drought, we will not odY ha hungry, but 
we will suffer from thirst as well. Some people be- 
l i e ~ , ~  that some factoria make .a fortune ; but some 
of these factories owe pway a lot of money. Probably 
some people will not belleve that. Mr. Speahir, you 
were the owner of a factory and you did not shut it 
down for love. I fael that we should not interfere 
with this allocation a t  the preslent time; we must have 
some very good reason before we can change what has 
been get out here. Every man is entitled to live and 
I flee1 that we should not try to put people out, of 
work on account of the use of machinery. I fed, 
however, that the price of labour has advanced at 
such 'a rate that it has outrun production of sugar 
an4 the only thing on which you can fall back is 
machinery. With the aonditions as they are a t  
present, if you wipe out the machinery, then every- 
body will be starved. The peasants ar;e unable to 
work their land under the pnesent conditions. Sir, 
m the honourable junior member for St. Philip has 
said, there is trouble ahead, and serious trouble too, 
in my opinion; and i t  is too late now to try to avoid 
what is coming to the idand especially if we do not 
get any rains in the w a r  future. 

Mr. COX: I have listened most attentively to 
ths speech= mad- 'by honourable members, more 
especially those of the honourable senior member 
for St,. Philip and the honourable senior member 
for St. Lucy. They 'both spoke in the same strain. 
I t  aman S me to see how some ~eople  can make, such 
a big somrsault overnight. The honourable senior 
member for St. Lncy has said that wages were pushed 
up out of proportion to thoq~ of some artisans and 
it was done with &e object of catching votes. 

Mr. SPgAKER: Do not let us assume the 
n7asons for saying things. 

Mr. COX: You will agr~ee that so many 
anomalies are brought in that it is the d d y  of hon- 
ourable members who have any sense of r-sponsibilit~ 
to counteract any wild statements. I was only going 
to say that if mybody takes troubkx to calculab 
the wages paid to the workem at the plantations, he 
will see that these wa3rs do not exceed $10 a week. 
I am sure honourable members will agree that less 
than $10 a welfk cannot a t t ~ a c t  anybody at all. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We are not now de~ating the 
cost of living. 

Mr. COX: I think that has something to do 
w'ith this matter but I will not &ell on it because I 
know that the paymOnt of these wages will be a 'liaga- 
telle for a person like the honourable senior member 
for St. h e y .  I am p ~ p a r e d  W vobe for this Resolution 
and I a p p d a % w h a t  the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph has said, namely, that something must ' be done to adjmt the various amounts paid into these 
funds. Thene should be an inenease m the amount 

a table and talk without knowing the facts; we must 
realise that we have had a short crop, no rain has 
fallen and even if you did not have any tractors, 
the peopl~, would still be walking about. If this 
Government wene energetic they Would be able to  
find work for some of the people in the circumstances. 
We have voted money to be spent on projects in this 
island and nothing at all haj been done ; it is the 
I J ~ ~ o u ~  Government which is starving the people to- 
day. I make no apology for what I am saying; I am 
saying what I know. I feel that it is the duty of this 
communitv to givr the factories all possible support 
and Ifit them pay ,a- much money as passible for 
canes so that the peasant and the worker can get thdr  
fair share of the industrv. Sir. W. arn runnine 
around merely kee~inp  nois- pnd doing nothine:: and 
if W+ arp not carefnl m will bp in the ~,akne nasition 
this day p a r  a-, that in which we now are. Tf there 

paid in respect of Labour Welfare and a. reduction in 
the amount delative to Capital Rehabilitation. It IS 

diflicult to understand how year after year the factory 
owners say that they are not making any money and 
yet they afie not willinkg to get rid of their fa@ories. 

wer8 told here a week or two ago by the honour- 
able junior member for St. Andrew that a certain 
factory owner declared that for five p a r s  the factory 
made no mon1.y and no trade tax could be paid. 
That is unlbelievable. No thinking penson would 
b?lieve that a factory owner would run his factory 
at a loss if he depended on it for hiq income. Some 
hon. members have dealt with the question of pro- 
ductivity or non-produptivity of & factories and 
competition from outside wi.th negard to sugar. 
The British Government has mured  us a price) for 
our suaar for five years and whet he^ or not W,-. pro- 
duce this commodity a+ a more reasonable cost than 
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formerly, we are going to g~et the same price for i t ;  
thereforie it is unreasonable to say that we mmt 
bring in all sorts of machinery in order to produw 
this sugar at (a cheaper cost at the expense of some 
people, when we know that we will gfea a fixed price 
for our sugar for five years. The hon. senior miem- 
bar for St. Philip spoke the Government not 
controlling the importation of rnachiniery for work- 
ing the land; bR said @at in 1943 he made a motion 
reqative to the question of th mechanisation of the 
sugar industry but he was actually powerless. But 
in 1946 the hen. membw ww a mmber of the Gov- 
ernment and during that period he never said any- 

about the mattier in this House; so that while 
he wm not in power he wm willing to do 
something about the matter but & was givfn 
an opportunity to do something about it, he did 
nothing. The Executive Commitq~,~ included four 
rnem1bers of this HoUw who claimed to be repre- 
spntiqgf ldbour and the hen. senior member for St. 
Philip would have had all the co-operation news- 
sary to this miachinery from coming illto 
this colony. On the contrary he tri,Pd to defend 
mechanisation. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 cannot have my remarks 
misquoted. 1 ask the honourable member to quote a 
single sentence which I used and in which it could be 
said that I defended mechanisation as such. 

Mr. COX: I am. quit. willing to withdraw my 
stat~ment if I am wrong; buti I am sure that any- 
body who has the slightest intelligence will know 
that the hon. member was trying to defend me- 
chanisation. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I cannot allow that re- , 
mark to pass unnoticed. 

at a future date to say something more about the 
matter. 

Mr. WlLKINSON: I think that honourable 
members have got away from the Resolution 
is before us and I will endeavour to bring them back 
to it. I am surprised that we have had this debate 
this afternoon because this Resolution is only to carry 
out the instructions of the Secr:tary of Statiei for the 
Colonifs, the1 Act having beien passed two Years ago. 
1 have 'been told that some of t& other islands did 
not adopt the recommendations and no Regulations 
went before their representatives. In  British Guiana 
the money has been paid out for last year and prob- 
ably for this Year already. The biggst argummt 
seems to be in respect of this question of Capital Re- 
habilitation. I do not think that honourable members 
realise the expenses entailed in keeping u~ a factory. 
We have heard a lot of talk about 
wealth, but if honourable members would go into 
th@ figures-1 am sure the figures can be 
-they will see that in nearly every case the factory 
is just a means of turning the, raw material into a 
saleable article, and that is what it should be. Un- 
fortunately, during the past f ~ w  yem,  the1 CO& of 
"aintaining a factor)- has gone up probably over 
30° per cent- I think the honourable senior LIlember 
for St. Joseph or the honourable senior member for 
St. Philip said that the sugar producers had .ap- 
proached the SecretaFy of State for the Colonies in 
connection with these funds being opened up; but 
"9 pecO1lection is that that is not so. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I said that they approach- 
ed the Ministry of Food for an increase in the price 
of sugar and in granting this increase the Ministry 
of did it along these 

Mr. SPEAKER: The member pointed 
out that if there was mechanisation arrangements 
would have to be made for employing labour. 

Mr. CRAWFoRD: pointed Out that we 
might be faoed with the faet of sugar b~ing  ~foduped 
at a cheaper rate in the lfuture; and bearing ln 

that we have enough danisation we 
take the necessary steps to meet the situation. 

Mr. COX: I understand that the hen. mem- 
ber met capitalists and decided On q~estions indud- 
ing nationalisation. Thiy know- that the Worlcars 
union are making the people of this colony Pay bet- 
trr wages to the workers than were paid before. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: If Your Honour is per- 
mitting the honourabla member to m&e remarks 
which are either irnelevant or untrue I shall have, 
in duty bound, to in protest. I t  is not 
fault if the honourpble member is absolutely inca~a- 
ble of ~nderstanding simpl.e words which am used 0x1 
the floor of this House and I am in sympathy with 
him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the honourable member 
making an explanation 9 

Mr. GRA,WFORD: The honourable member said 
that I m ~ t  people and agreled on eer'ain things- I t  is 
beyond my knowledge that political parties are! noT 
per$cctly ati t led to discuss a platform for a lqegisk- 
tive smsion. 

Mr. COX: I w a  speaking along the same lines 
on which the honourable member spoka. I think I 
have said sufficient in this matter and I repeat that 
I am supporting this Reso'ution at$ this urn*. None 
of US will be so stupid as to believe that the sugar 
industry is so badly 08 some of the re~resmta- 
tives of the industry wodd have US believe. We can 
see that there is luxury and w d t h  all around when 
the people who do the work are in m i s ~  and m- 
der starvation. At any rate, I have seen sufficient 
in this debate this, a f 9 0 o n  to ~ ? ~ n c e  me as to I 

Mr. WILKINSON: The increase in the price 
of sugar was not W much m what had been asked 
for and the of state thought it 
to bring these, funds into existence, which we gladly 
accepted two years ago. The cost of macbery  has 
gone up over 300 per and some honourable 
rn,embers ser,m to think that all thk money is 
to the factory owners. Not one p e w  of the money 
has been paid out excfipt to the Secndary who is 
imployed, and it not paid u o ~  the 
Board is that the money will be spent on 
improvements the year 
many items could not be obtained either from Eng- 
land or the. United States of Ameiiaa and I repeat 
that the cost of replacements is over 300 per cent. 
more than what it was before the War. The hen- 
ourable junior member for &. Philip laid emphasis 
on the point that the peasants will be getting nothing 
but that is not true; the peasants are bound to benefii 
in the efficiency of the factory and so with the plants- 
tion owners. The cane farmers and the plantation 
owners are bound tE, benefit from the prices of canes 
delivered to the factory. As regards the price paid 
for canes I have heard some very disparaging M- 
marks used and I would ask honourable members to 
produce a peasant farmer of any other of these West 
Indian islands to say that he got for his canes the 
price which we have been paying for them in Bar- 
bados. I t  is a well known fact that in Barbados we pay 
a very good price for canes; I challenge anybody to 
produce reliable figures to show that any other 
West Indian island has paid whati has been paid 
for canes in Barbados. I am connected with 
two factories and I am lieaviiy in debt becanspl of 
the endeavour to keg *em up to date. I it 
that the idea of creating these funds was that at 
any time assistance could be given the factories. 
One honourable member talked about the price of 
sugar having been guaranteed for five ymm: I do 
not know anything abont that. I can w n r e  han- 

how cmtain orgm158tlons are w o r b g  and I hope ourabk members that these things are not evm guar- 



anteed for next year. What I do know is that the 
British Government will take our sugar and they will 
consider giving a preference. I do not know any- 
thing beiyond that. I think that too much time has 
been wasted on this matter; as the honourable senior 
mamber for St .  Joseph has said, we cannot make 
any change now and I agree with the honourable 
member that in future we can ask to be given a lit- 
the more latitude in the distribution of the f;unds. At 
present there is a committee sitting in connection 
with the1 administration of these funds. With the ex- 
ception of British Guiana I do not think that any 
of the islands has paid out any money. AS the hon- 
ourable senior memEer for St. Joseph has explaine8, 
the Committee will meet again to-morrow and I hope 
that we shall be able to meet with a feeling of corn- 
promise SO that we can get something done. The 
.Ganks are laughing at us; they have collected thid 
money but none of it has been paid out. I do not 
see any reason for any lengthy debate on this Reso- 
lution and 1 will not keep back this House any long- 
er. 

Mr. I like to say a few 
words on this matter. This long debate has resolved 
ikelf into a mere question as to whether we should 
improve the sugar industry or not. As the honourable . 

senior member for St. Joseph has mid, the economy 
of this island depends on sugar, and therefore it must 
follow that we must @t the greatest possible produe- 
tion of sugar in every manner so that the people of 
this island may be sustained. Honourable members 
am taking a very short-sighted view of this matter; 
in other Countries t k y  are mechanising the sugar 
industry and sugar is being produced a t  the rate of 

hion of the qut5tion of the mechanisation of the sugar 
industry in this colony. The honourable senlor mem- 
ber for St. Peter started off 'by enquiring whether 
 his money is liable for income tax- 

Mr. SPEAKER : Do not let us dabate that. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: I am just reviewing the situ- 

fition. As we prognesed we found the debate 
centring around the question as to whether or not 
the portion of the funds allocated to Labour Welfare 
was suffident. It h a  been clearly pointed out that 
these allocations have been made by the Colonial 
Offioe, and it has been suggested that a prot'ssk should 
be made &,Ling out the situation in Barbados and 

that the allocation in respect of La- 
bo~ir Welfare is increased. Speaklng for my- 
self, I think that that is a very admirable 
suggestion and no stone should be left un- 
turned to see that the allocation relative to 
Labour Welfare is increased. I suppose that every 
honoura'ble member knows exactly what Ihe position 
is in respect of Price Stabilisation. When the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Phjlip spoke, he made 
reference to the condition of some of the factories in 
this colony, and that is not to be sneered at. It is 
true that if anybody did not oace to make any im- 
provements at all to his factory, then to have an 
allocation from the Capital Rehabilitation Reserve 
~ u n d  for the purpae of improving the factory unless 
the matter had been very carefully gone into, would 
no; be in the interest of the sugar industry. 

Mr. SPEAKER : But under the Act money is 
distributed by the Board in a manner to be approved 
by the Governor-in-Executiv6 Committee; and we 
I cannot assume that the Governor-in-Executive Corn- 

70, 80 and 100 tons per acre. (A MEMBER: And the* 
workers have electric lights in their houses). An 
honourable member has said that the workers have 
electric lights in their houses and that is what we 
want too. If sugar is thrown on the open market, this 
island cannot ba5n to compete with other countries 
where they s% mechanising the industry. This island 
has just experienced two years of drought and even 
although we have had this experience, figures can be 
obtained to prove that on account of improved meth- 
o b  of cultivation, a greater ionnage per aws? has been 
obtained in the island. The same thing exlsts today 
in connection with the faclorifs. The honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph knows that the factories 
are incapa'ble of waping any large crop now and 
where is all this machinery coming from '4 The War 
which began in 1939 is s:ill going on, and we cannot 
get anything not evee to eat. The guggestion has 
been made that the sugar factories of this isl'and 
should not 'be improved; (MEMBERX: Who said 
that?) but the sooner they are improved the better 
it will be for this island, because it is on sugar that 
the whole population depends. Today the factories in 
this island are by no m e w  properly equipped on 
account of the War, and Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
warn honourable members that there is the possibility 
of this island ,hcorning null and void in the near 
future if sugar is thrown on the open market. In- 
dead of our wasting all this time, we should have rea- 
lised the necessity for improvement in the sugar in- 
dustry ; we should have arrived a t  the proper decision 
in the matter, g% the money to be spent and let the 
people of this island 'b'e employed, people who are 
suffering and who I saw were willing to eat each other 
so as to get a hole of potatoes last Saturday. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I think i t  is right that I should 
add my contri'bbtion to this debate. Although it 
might appear to some honourable m e ~ b e r s  that this 
desate has ;been a waste of time, yet I think it has 
done a lot of good. Sir, you haw allowed honourable 
members much latitude, more especially in the discus- 

rnittee are not going to do the right thing. 
Mr. MOTTLEY : I am not assuming that ; I 

am just referring to the remarks of the honourable 
junior member for St. Philip. I 

Mr. SPEAKER : These remarkdare not of mueh 
value because we must assume that the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee will do what they should do. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : I take the honourable mem- 
ber's remarks very seriously. I do not consider the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee will act unfairly, 
and this is warning that they must be very 

in wing into this matter. As to whether or 
not the importation of mechanical units not merely 
for the purpose of improving the factory but for 
agriculturaI purposes and claiming them through 
these funds wouhl, in so& why, dispIace labour in this 
colony. I was at pains to note the remarks of the hon- 
curable senior member for St. Joseph when he said 
-and he was rather rational-%at you cannot per- 
manently poatpow the mechanisation of any indus- 
try in a country, more especially an lindmtry which 
is so important as the sugar industry. I W L ~  that 
the Leader of the House was rather rational in his 
statement whkh was the most important statement 
made during the whole debate. Apparently surround- 
ing the whole question of mechanisation is whether, 
with all that haa been said about the importation 
of .these mechanised units into this colony for the 
efic&mt p d u & o n  of sugar, it can be proved that 
with these units we are able to produce more sugar 
than we are normally producing under the old method. 
I think it is a recognised fact that up  to now,--and 
it has been pointed out ,to us in the P m  tmd other- 
wise-that we have been able to proauce more sugar as 
a result of mechanised units than we have been able 
to produce years ago. Like the honourable junior 
member for St. Philip, I feel in this matter that 
mhene~er the Gomrnrneat proposes to restrict the 
-mportation of these mechanised units, they shodd 
first go carefully into the matter and see whether 
they cannot absorb in other industries ~ u c h  persons 
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as are displaced by the importation of these units. 
I feel further that if you can produce more sugar as 
a result of the use of mechanised units, then Income 
Tax shoud be levied on the money thus earned. If you 
produce, say 70 tons of sugar without mechanisation 
and 140 tons as a result of mechanisation, then the 
ob~ious thing to do 'is to take back the money in  In- 
oome Tax and spend it on social improvements in  the 
colony. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Is, that anything to do with 
this debate ? 

Mr. MOTTLEY : Lat'ltude has been given to 
other speakers to put their point of view and- 

Mr. SPEAKER: The point of view has been 
z~pressed that work should be provided for displaced 
labourers and that applies to every walk of life. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : That is the other side of the 
matter; that is a question of slowing down mechani- 
sation until you find an  outlet for displaced labourers. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable member can 
<peak generally. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: What I am saying now is that 
you should develop your iddustry and I suggest 
strongly to the Government that they should be rather 
cautious in doing anything to prevent the maximum 
production, bearing in mind that the more you can 
produce the better i t  is for the country. If the money 
resulting from the increased production of sugar 
is taken back in  income tax, you will be able to find 
work for a greater number of people. I cannot see 
that the mere cessation of tlie importation of mechan- 
ised units will be a panacea for our ills; the popula- 
tion of the colony hm become too large to be carried 
by the industry. I am wondering if the land must be 
made use of for efficient production, whether we 
should not have a certain amount of mechanisation. 
I do not think that people should be asked to do 
to-day the laborious w o ~ k  which they had to do 
about 30 years ago, work which sapped their lives. 
At  that time people had to work for eight hours a 
day carrying 300 and 400 pounds of cams on their 
heads; that -was work to bk done by oxen, not by 
human beings My considered opinlion is that we 
should go very cautiously into the matt€,- of mechanis- 
ation ; wet should not do anything permadently to pre- 
vent the mechanisation ,of the sugar industry in t h ~ s  
coloiiy, but we should do everything to improve our 
cutput of sugar. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I do not think i t  is in  dis- 
pute that the output of sugar ~houlcl be iiicrfased by 
the use of machinery. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : I think that we should make 
every effort to see that a greater allocation is made 
in re~spect of Labour Welfare. I suppose that the real 
question relative to the importation of mechanised 
units will be discussed in this House, and I will re- 
wrve quite a lat of what I hay: to say on the ques- 
tion luiitil that time. Rut there i s  a lot in what the 
honourable junior member for St. Philip has said and 
the Gove~nor-in-Executive Colrlmittee sho~lld be very 
cautious in granting money for rehabilitation in re- 
spect of those persons who take everything out of 
their factories and then ask for money to rehabilitate 
them. 

Mr. TALMA : I shall attempt to be as brief as 
possible more especially in view of the fact that this 
matter has been thoroughly ventilated. I must con- 
g ra tu l a t~  the honourable, junior member f'or St. 
Philip 011 his speech, knowing that it was a speech 
made from his heart and not from his brain. Quite 
a lot of light has been thl-own on the matter and that 
obviates the necessity of my trying to clarify many 
points. However, I should just,like explain the pur- 
poses of these funds. The purpose of the Capital 
Rehabilitation Reserve Fund is to provid~ a source of 
funds to meet in part the cost of major renewals 

and improvements of factory machinery and equip- +- 
merit; the purpose of the Price Stabilisation Reserve 
Fund is to provide, a Deserve which can be utilised, if 
necessary, to mitigate the advlersle effect of a ~eductilon 
in the price of sugar; and the purpose of the Labour 
Welfare Fund is to provide funds to meet the cost 
of capital works for the improvement of the welfare 
df labourers engaged sn the sugar in'dustry. The 
point relative to an  increase in the allocation in re- 
spect of Labour Welfare will receive due considera- 
tion. We all Sed that the workers who are  engaged in 
the industry ape the, backbone of the industry and they 
should receive greater amenities. The object of the 
Labour Welfare Fund is to improve the welfare of 
the labourers and provide certain amenities like 
community centres and things of that sort;  i t  does 
11ot mean that the workers will be deprived of any 
part of their wages. The honourable senior member 
for St. Lucy has said that It is the Labour Govern- 
ment which is starving the people to-day. I do not 
see how that has anything to do with this Resolu- 
tion. This Labour Gover~ment--- 

Mr. WARD : On a point of order. I said that 
for one or two years money has been voted for work 
to be done by this Government, nothing has been 
done up to now and the pleople are ,still hungry. 

Mr. SPEAKER : One of the reasons for the 
difficult situation is the drought. 

Mr. TALMA : I just want to contradict the 
honourable member's statement because it is a very 
reckless misstatement and a grave departure from 
what is the truth. The object of this Fund is thor- 
oughly understood by everybody and the question 
of higher wages is separate and distinct from $he 
Fund. I t  mast be borne in mind that this Reaolu- 
tlon is based on the Act which we have passed. 

1 The question that this Resolution do now pass 
l was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
clivision. 

I APPOINTMENT ON SELECT COMMITTEE ! 
: a  

1 Mr. ADAMS : In view of the fact that the late 
junior member for St. Peter, who was a member of i the Select Committee appointed to consider and re- 
port on the amenities of the House, has resigned 
membership of the House, I beg to move that the 
honourable .junior member for St. John be put  in his 
place. I Mr. T*LMA seconded the motion :hieh was 
zgree to. I APPOINTMENT ON HOUSING BOARD 

Mr. ADARIS : The late junior member for St. 
Peter was also a member of the Housing Board and 
1 beg to move that his place on that Board be filled i 
by the honourable senior liiember for St. Michael. I 

Mr. TALMA : I beg to second that. 
Mr. GARNER : I feel that the new honourable S 

member who has taken his seat to-day should be 
chosen to fill the racancy on the Housing Board. i 

Mr. HUSBANDS : I beg to decline the offer. 1 

The question that the hononrable senior mem- 
* 
' i  

ber for St. Michael be elected to fill the vacancy on i 

the Housing Board was put and resolved in the affirm- ) 
ative without division. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 
The Order Paper having been fixed, 
Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that this House 

do now adjourn to this day week, the l l t h  day of 
May, 1947 a t  t~v-el~e o'clock noon. 

Mr. TALBIA seconded the motion which was 
sgreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER accordingly adjourned the House 
. 

to Tuesday nlext, the l l t h  day of May, 1947, at twelve 
o 'clock noon. 




