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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 18th May, 1948.
Pursuant to adjournment; the House of Assem-
bly met at 12 o’clock, noon, today.

Present:

His Honour Mr. G. B. EveLYN (Speaker), His
Honour Mr. J. E. T. Brancker (Deputy Speaker),
Dr. H. G. Cummins, Messrs. L. E. Smrrg, F. L. WAL-
cort, K. N. R. HusBanps, M. E. Cox, A. E. S. Lewis,
C. E. TaLma, G. H. Apams, B.A, H. D. BLACEMAN,
J. A. Haxnes, B.A., H. A. Dowping, 8. A. WALCOTT,
and E. L. Warp.

Prayers are read.

Mr. WkinsoN enters the House and takes his
seat.

MINUTES.

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on
the 11th May, 1948, having been circulated are taken
as read and confirmed.

Messrs MorTLEY, CRAWFORD, SYMMONDS, (GARNER,
and Marp enter the House and take their seats.

PAPERS LAID

—

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—I have the honour
to lay on the table of the House the following Papers:

Message No. 6/1948 from His Excellency the
Governor with reference to Sir W. Robertson’s Mes-
sage No. 22 of the 1st September, 1927, and to the
reply of the House of Assembly dated the 25th of
October, 1927, on the subject of this colony’s adher-
ence to the Intercolonial Repatriation Agreement, and
inviting the views of the House whether this Colony
should now accede to the Agreement.

. Progress Report No. 34 on the Further Improve-
ment of the Water Supply Scheme to the 31st March,
1948.

NOTICE.

Dr. CuMMINS gives notice of a Bill to amend the
Settlement of the Poor and Bastardy Aect, 1897
(1897-6).

T e S trainst AP

BILL READ A FIRST TIME.

On the motion of Dr. CuMmiINs, seconded by Mr.
BracemaN, a Bill to amend the Settlement of the
Poor and Bastardy Aet, 1897 (1897-6) is read a first
time.

Dr. Wrson and Messrs GALE and FosTER enter
the House and take their seats. '

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Dr.
Cumming, the senmior member for St. Michael (Mr.
Cox) is appointed Chairman of Committees for to-
day’s sitting.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60.

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave, Mr. Speaker, to move
the suspension of Rule 60 in order to enable the
House to take Orders Nos. 28 and 5 respectively as
the first and second Orders of the Day. ’

There being no objection the honourable mem-
ber is granted leave to proceed.

Mr. ADAMS: T beg to move that Rule 60 be now
suspended.

Mr. TALMA : T beg to second that.

The question that Rule 60 be now suspended is
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

THE EMERGENCY POWERS (HURRICANE
AND EARTHQUAKE) BILL.

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order stands in the
name of the honourable senior member for St. Jos-
eph,—Second reading of a Bill to make provision for
the welfare and the safety of the community in cases
of hurricane and earthquakes.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—This Bill, as hon-
ourable members will see from its title and the Objects
and Reasons, seeks to make provision for the welfare
of the community in the case of hurricane and earth-
quakes. It is drafted on the lines of the Emergency
Powers Act, 1939 (1939—3) because such legislation as
would be helpful is contained only in the Emergency
Control of Prices Act, 1931, and that does not suffi-
ciently provide for power, for instance, to enter on
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lands and clear up debris, to requisition all forms of
transport, to requisition and regulate the supply and
distribution of food, clothing, water, fuel, and light
and other mnecessities of life and to fix maximum
wholesale and retail prices in respect thereof. I beg
to move that this Bill be now read a second time.

;  Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that.

MR. SPEAKER SPEAKS TO VISITORS ABOUT

SEATING ACCOMMODATION.

Mr. SPEAKER: Before we proceed any further
I want to notify visitors to the House that they can-
not sit in the windows. The only accommodation is
geating accommodation and if any visitor cannot get
seating accommodation he or she will not be allowed
in the House.

THE EMERGENCY POWERS (HURRICANE
AND EARTHQUAKE) BILL.

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time 1s put and resolved-in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr.
Tauma, Mr. SPEAKRER leaves the Chair and the House
goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. Cox being in
the Chair.

Clause 1 is read and is agreed to.

Clause 2. (1) It shall be lawful for the Gov-
ernor-in-Executive Committee after the occurrence

in this Island of a hurricane or earthquake to declare
by proclamation in the Official Gazette that a state |
of emergency exists. ‘
, (2) No such proclamation shall be in force
for more than one month, without prejudice to the
issue of another proclamation at or before the end of
that period.

(3) Where a proclamation of emergency has
been made, the occasion thereof shall forthwith be
communicated to the Houses of the Legislature, and,
if the Legislature is then separated by such adjourn-
ment or prorogation as will not expire within five
days, a proclamation shall be issued for the meeting
of the Legislature within five days and the Legisla-
ture shall accordingly meet and sit upon the day
appointed by that proclamation, and shall continue
" to sit and act in like manner as if it had stood ad-
journed or prorogued to the same day.

(4) Where a proclamation of emergency has
been made, and it impossible to ecommunicate the
occasion thereof to the Houses of the Legislature ow-
ing to the dissolution or the expiring of the term of
the House of Assembly and members of a new House
of Assembly have not yet been elected, a proclama-
tion shall nevertheless be issued for the meeting of
the Legislature within five days, and thereupon not-
withstanding the provisions of the Representation of
the People Act, 1901, or any Act amending the same,
the members of the late House of Assembly shall
assemble and the House of Assembly shall stand re-
vived and shall sit as the competent body of the Leg-
islature, but only for the purpose of considering such
proclamation of emergency, and the Legislature shall
accordingly meet and sit upon the day appointed by
that proclamation.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that that be Clause
2 of the Bill.

Mr. TALMA : T beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr., Chairman,—Sub-clause 3 of
this Clause says:—“Where a proclamation of emer-
gency has been made, the occasion thereof shall forth-

with be communicated to the Houses of the Legisla-

ture and if the Legislature is then separated by such
adjournment or prorogation as will not expire within
five days, a proclamation shall be issued for the meet-
ing of the Legislature within five days . . . ’> Does
that mean if the House is elected because I under-
stand that the Speaker has the power to sum-
mon the House if it is necessary to do so in the pub-
lic’s interest. I do not know if by this sub-clause I
am not giving the Governor the rightto summon g
meeting of this House and I am not prepared to do
that. I should just like to have the point made clear.
Who is to issue the prod'amation for this House to
meet ? Has not the Speaker the power to say when this
House should meet, as long as it is elected ?

Mr. WILKINSON: It would appear from this

clause that if the House should die or be prorogued,
the old House would be called back to deal with an
emergency of this sort. I would like to know if that
i 80 because it seems to me rather curious.
. Mr. ADAMS: My recollection is that a similar
thing takes place in England on the death of the
King as when the House of Commons is prorogued
It is not unusual. You have to do something: you
ought not to allow a state of emergency to exist with-
out the Legislature approving of it. A state of emer-
gency is like martial law. If a state of emergency ex-
ists the Governor-in-Executive Committee can make
laws during the period of its existence but those laws
ought mnot to last for a long time without the
approval of the Legislature. The Legislature
should come together as quickly as possible thereafter
and approve of what the Administration would have
domne. If the Legislature is dead, you have to have a
fresh Legislature but it is easier to summon the old
Legislature than to hold an election overnight, so to
speak. I did not look the matter up but I believe that
it is customary to revive the old Legislature on the
death of the King if the Legislature is dead at the
time of such a regrettable occurrence. If the Speaker
has power to summon the House when it is adjourned,
that does not mean that the inclusion of this provis-
ion in this Bill in any way deprives him of that
power. Of course the Legislature, as usual, means
both Houses of Parliament.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman-—From the ex-
planation which has been given I find that we are
giving His Excellency the Governor, who is probably
the person to make this proclamation,the right to sum-
mon a meeting of this House, the members of which
have been elected by the people, if a hurricane or an
earthquake takes place while it is adjourned. I could
never agree to any such thing. I feel that after this
House has been elected and the House, in turn, elects
its Speaker, His Excellency the Governor, the Ad-
ministration and everybody else should have sufficient
confidence in him that if an emergency exists and it
is in the inferest of this community for this House to
meet, he would summon a meeting of the House. That
is the only way in which a mecting of this House
should be convened if it is adjourned and the mem-
bers of this House would be far more willing, I take
it, to honour a request from their Speaker to meet
than to obey a command from His Excellency the
Governor, As far as the other phase of the matter is
concerned, if the House is prorogued at the time a
hurricane or earthquake takes place and His Excel-
lency the Governor is willing to call up the old House
I am willing that that should happen. If sub-clause
3 of this clause means that the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee can summon a meeting of this House

whether it is adjourned or prorogued I counsel hon- .

01.1rable members to be very particular before they
give the Head of the Administration any such right.

(“--\...
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We would be undermining the confidence we have in
the Speaker of this House if we did a thing of this
gort. We elect one of our members as Speaker and
the person so elected should be better able to say
whether a state of emergency exists in Barbados than
His Excellency the Governor; he is a responsible
member of, and should have a greater interest in, the
community. I cannot agree to sub-clause 3 as it
stands and, if necessary, I shall move the deletion of
it. I really think that this is too revolutionary; it is
too dangerous. After all, an emergency does not ex-
ists for the Head of the Administration; it exists for
the inhabitants of the colony. Mr. Chairman, I really
have no alternative but to move that sub-clause 3 be
deleted.

Mr. WARD: I beg to second that motion. I feel
that sub-clause 4 is reasonable because if the House
is prorogued or out of session there is mo Speaker.
But sub-clause 3 says that if the House is adjourned
or prorogued and such adjournment or prorogation
will not expire within five days, a proclamation shall
be issued for the meeting of the Legislature within
five days. The House may be adojourned for a week
and there is nothing wrong in the Governor asking
the Speaker to summon a meeting of the House or the
President of the Legislative ‘Counci’ to summon 2
meeting of the Council. If the House is prorogued I
am quite willing to give the Governor-in-Executive
Committee the right to summon the old House but if
it is adjourned, it is actually in session and I feel
that the Speaker is the proper person to summon the
weeting at the Governor’s request. '

Mr. ADAMS: The Governor as Governor sum-
mons the Assembly anyhow. But it is not the Gov-
ernor who is going to issue this proclamation; it is
the Governor-in-Executive Committee and does the
honourable member think that the members of the
Executive Committee are less respectful of the Speak:
er? Does the honourable member think it will be less
respectful of the President of the Legislative Coun-
cil if we pass this clause as it is? Can there be a
greater waste of time than debating the honourable
imember’s motion? And when the honourable mem-
ber talks about the Speaker being in a better position
to judge a state of emergency, has one got to ask any-
body when a hurricane has actually taken place?
What provision is going to be made, if this is deleted,
in case the House is prorogued at the time a hurricane
or an earthquake takes place?

Mr. LEWIS: Sub-clause 4 says: ‘“Where a
proclamation of emergency has been made, and it is
impossible to communicate the ocecasion thereof to
the Hiuses of the Legislature owing to the dissolution
or the expiring of the term of the House of Assembly
and members of the new House of Assembly have not
yet been elected, a proclamation shall nevertheless be
issued for the meeting of the Legislature within five
days........ »? T feel that that is all that is neces-
sary. In case the House has not yet been elected I
am perfect willing to give the Head of the Adminis-
tration the right to summon back the old members;
but after this House has been elected and we have
elected a Speaker, the Speaker is the person to sum-
mon the House in case the public’s good demands it.
I do not know that the Governor would have any
difficulty in getting the members of this House and
of the Other Place to agree with him that an emer-
geney exists. Another thing is this. How are you
going to compel members of the House to attend? I
fail to see why the people’s representatives in the
year 1948, after 300 years of representative or mis-
representative government should give this right to
the Governor. I would not give it to His Majesty the

King—the right to summon a meeting of this House
after it has elected a Speaker; the Speaker of the
House should summon a meeting of the House if he
feels that it is in the public’s interest to do so. I do
not see how we can sit here as a representative body
and allow this House to be summoned by the Head of
the Administration if it is in session and an emergen-
cy exists. Let the Head of the Administration sum-

‘mon the members of thy Legislature whom he has

appointed. Do you mean to say that we are so dead,
so dumb, so insensible to our rights and privileges and
to our responsibility to the community that we would
have to ask the Governor to summon us in case there
is an emergency? 1 cannot see it at all. This is a
point that is of vital necessity to a representative
body. No person in this world, outside one of our
number, should have the right to summon us to a
meeting of this House; it would be an insult not only
to the Speaker but to the integrity and representative
character of every member of this House if a meeting
of this House was concerned at the request of somebody
other than the Speaker. I counsel honourable mem-
bers not to give away this right. This provision is
absolutely unnecessary; it is already provided for
and I repeat that I would not give this right to the
King himself.

Mr. TALMA : Without attempting to assist the
Leader of the House who, I know, is quite capable of
handling a measure like this and many others, I
would like to draw the attention of the junior mem-
ber for the City to sub-clause (1) of this Clause, as
it does not seem as if he has read that sub-clause very
carefully. It says :— ‘‘It shall be lawful for the
Governor-in-Executive Committee after the ocecur-
rence in this Island of a hurricane or earthquake to
declare by proclamation in the Official Gazette that a
state of emergency exists.”” The honourable member
spoke of the Governor but if he recalls the constitu-
tional set-up in this island he would realize that the
Governor-in-Executive Committee is not comprised of
the Governor alone. Probably the honourable mem-
ber who has just sat down could be a member of the
Executive Committee. It is not the Govern-
or galone who will issue a proclamation to *the
effect that g state of emergency exists; it will
be, the QGovernor-in-Executive which includes cer-
tain members of this Chamber whoever they are
or will be; so that point is easily answered. The
second point is this. We all know how the hands of
the clock works, as far as getting things done by the
Legislature is concerned, and if a hurricane or an
earthquake takes place and a state of emergency
exists and we have to wait for five days or two weeks
for the Speaker to summon a meeting of the House,
half of thg population would be wiped out by
the time the House meets. In other words, let the
Authority who ig to declare that a state of emergency
exists also issue the proclamation for the meeting of
the Legislature, so as to save the population as a
whole.

Mr. GALE : I cannot agree to this at all. There
is quite a lot in what the junior member for the City
has said. I do not always agree with his views but
on this occasion I think there is a lot in his argument.
If a state of emergency exists I think the Speaker of
the House of Assembly and the Presidént of the
Legislative Council would be quite aware of it and
if the Executive Committee wants the Houses of the
Legislature to be summoned I am quite sure that they
would not experience any difficulty in getting them
summoned to an emergency meeting. I do not think
that this is the correct thing to do. The House elects
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a Speaker and he should summon the meeting in case
an emergency exists. We have had hurricanes in
Barbados before; we have had states of emergency
before and there had been no difficulty in getting the
Houses of the Legislature to meet. 1 agree with the
honourable member that this sub-clause 3 is not neces-
sary.
Mr., MAPP: It appears to me that certain hon-
ourable members are keeping a lot of noise about the
infringement of our constitutional rights by this
clause and are en/arging that alleged infringement
many more times than it should be enlarged. Let me
explain what I mean by that statement. Our Consti-
tution is modelled after the English Constitution and
if a state of emergency exists as a result of war or
hurricane or earthquake in England, the Act provides,
as in this case, that the King in Parliament can sum-
mon Parliament but the King himself does not sum-
mon Parliament; the I{ing communicates with the
Prime Minister who in turn communicates with the
Speaker who summons the House of Commons. This
Bill is drafted along lines of the English custom. We
are apt to take things in Barbados very literally. Why
should we imagine that the Governor-in-Executive
Committee would ignore the Speaker and the Presi
dent of the Legislative Council and not request them
to summon meetings of the House of Assembly and
the Legislative Council respectively in case a state of
emergency exists? Another thing which certain hon-
ourable members have overlooked is this. It is
amazing. At one time, the Governor-in-Executive
Committee does something and they say that it is the
““Adams’’ Government that has done it; at another
time the same Governor-in-Executive Committee does
something else and they say that it is the Government
that has done it. They cannot have it both ways.
Either the elected representatives of the people from
this House on the Executive Committee dominate the
situation as far as that body is concerned or they do
not. Personally, I am in favour of another member
from this House being appointed to the HExecutive
Committee. As I said, if the elected representatives
have the” weight of opinion on the Executive Com-
mittee and their words are carried, as is likely to be
the case so far as this Bill is concerned, then all we
are doing is &isving our representatives the right to
declare that a‘state of emergency exists and to issue
a proclamation to summon a meeting of the Houses
of the Legislature—which is not a matter of revolu-
tionizing the island.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : We are only quibbling.
"When this Bill was moved from its place on the Order
Paper, it struck me that if provision is already made
for the Speaker to summon a meeting of the House,
there is no reason why it should not be allowed to
remain but if there is no such provision then we
should make that provision by this Act. I can see no
harm in the Speaker summoning a meeting of the
House when he realizes that an emergency exists. 1
sincerely hope that we will not have a hurricane or an
earthquake so as to cause a state of emergency to be
brought about but if the Speaker already has author-
ity to summon a meeting of the House I see no earthly
reason for changing it and I feel that the status quo
should remain.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—I really feel that
you should allow me to reply to the junior member
for St. Thomas. I would like to tell him that the
members of this House who are on the Executive Com-
mittee are in the minority, as far as that body is con-
cerned. T have been to Government House and dis-
cussed a certain matter with His Ezxcellency the
Governor, the present incumbent of Government

House, and in the course of the conversa-
tion he told me that there was  absolutely
no desire on his part to appoint anybody to any Board
—advisory or otherwise—unless the four members of
the House who are members of the Executive Com-
mittee recommend it to him. After the Leader of this
House repeated that in this Chamber, the spokesman
of the Government in the Other Place—I can confirm
this because I got it first-hand, as well as I ean pro-
duce the debate which took place in the Other Place—
the Acting Colonial Secretary said: ‘‘If that is so, I
am surprised to hear it.””

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,—The honourable
member is breaking two very important Rules. In the
first place he refers to a debate of the Other Place
and in the second instance he refers to a conversation
which he had with the Governor in order to influence
this debate.

Mr. LEWIS: If I refer to the Governor’s name
I could be accused of using it to influence the debate
but I am referring to what the Leader of the House
said in this Chamber and was confirmed by the Gov-
rnor but was practically r.futed by the Government’s
spokesman in the Other Place; so that it is impossible
for me to take seriously what the junior member for
St. Thomas has said. I promise the honourable mem-
ber that I will show him the debate in the course of
which the Government’s spokesman in the Other Place
said that he was surprised that the Leader of the
House should have made such a statement. Mr.
Chairman, there is only one last remark I would like
to make and it is this: If this provision has been put
in this Bill with or without the knowledge of the four
members of the Executive Committee who are memn-
bers of this House, then this is my opinion why it has
been put in: There are certain people g-tting into
this House whom the Head of the Administration
cannot trust to come out in an emergency and do
what they should do; therefore, he has to make it a
law to compel them to attend a meeting if circumn-
stances such as these should arise. If there are hon-
ourable members of this House who cannot see that
and are willing to aceept this insult, then all I can
do is to keep my conscience clear and vote against
it. If a state of emergeney exists, it exists for the
200,000 people whom this House represents; it does
not exist for the earth. We cannot prevent a build-
ing from falling down. We will need to ensure that
food, water, fuel and light are provided for the peo-
ple whom we represent, not the incumbent of Gov-
ernment House, and do you mean to tell me that
we are going to insult ourselves at a time when the
people need representation most by allowing some-
body to compel us to meet when we have it in our
power to come here whenever we like? I cannot
stand for it and 1 am going to clear my conscience,
as a representative of the people, by voting against it.
Tn my humble opin’on, the Lirad r of this House and
the other honourable members should co-operate with
me in deleting this sub-clause 3 and let us get on
with the rest of the Bill.

Mr. SYMMONDS: I want to add a few words
to what has been already said. I think it is high time
that honourable members stop giving up their rights
and ancient privileges; that we should put a definite
halt, not only in this matter, to the handing over of the
powers of this House to Director after Director or dic-
tator after dictator in such a way that the wishes
of the majority of this House are continually being
flouted. As far as the poliey of the Government is
coneerned, only a few days ago I got it from the
highest authority in this land that the wishes of the
elected representatives of the people will be faithfully
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carried out and I am hoping that honourable mem-
bers will run true to form and definitely put their
feet upon the practice of the elected members on
the Executive Committee flouting the wishes of this
House when, by a majority vote, it asks that cer-
1ain particular things should be done.

The CHAIRMAN: I seem not to be able to fol-
low the argument of the honourable member.

Mr. SYMMONDS: It is no use blowing hot and
cold. To-day, for the purpose of a hurricane or an
earthquake we profess we are not satisfied with the
way in which things are going. Let us stick to that
as a general policy and stop giving up our rights
and privileges. I am supporting the junior mem-
ber for the City in this particular matter but, as 1
have said, do not let us observe this policy in the
case of a hurricane only; let us stick to it as a general
policy and let us be really representative of the peo-
ple of Barbados.

The question that the words proposed to be deleted
stand part of Clause 3 is put and resolved in the nega-
tive, the division being as follows:—

Ayes. Messrs. SmrTH, Mapp, TaLma, ADAMS,
Brackman, MorrLEY, and Dr. CuMMINgS.—T7.

Noes. Dr. WiLsoN, Messrs. SYMMONDS, BRANCK-
ER, F. Li. WaLcoTT, HUsBANDs, FosTER, LEWIS, CRAW-
FORD, GARNER, HAYNES, DowpINg, GALE, S. A, WaL-
©oTT, WILKINSON, WARD, and Mr. SPEAKER.—16.

The question that Clause 3, as amended, stand
part of the Bill is put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Clauses 3 and 4 are read and are agreed to.

Clause 5. The Emergency Control of Prices Act,
1931, is hereby repealed.

Mr. ADAMS: T beg to move that that be Clause
5 of the Bill

Mr. BLACKMAN: T beg to second that.

Mr. WILKINSON ' I would like to know what
the Emergency Control of Prices Act has to do with
this Bill. Why is it to be repealed as a result of the.
passing of this Act?

Mr. ADAMS: That question by the honourable
member is indicative of what has been happening
and what has happened in respect of Clause 3 of the
Bill. The Government has attempted to do nothing
in this Bill that this House has not done before. It
is difficult for me to control myself when I see such
an absolute waste of the time of this House going on.
‘What power is being given up by the passing of this
Bill? It is to enabls the people’s representatives to
keep a cheeck on everything that the Governor-in-
Executive Committee may do if a state of emergency
exists. Every clause of this Bill was, incidentally.
drafted by the late Acting Attorney-General, a man
who not only knows his constitutional law, but is
acquainted with any rights that this House may be
giving up. As to the question of giving up rights
and privileges, let me remind honourable members
that the Governor-in-Executive Committee issues
Writs for the election of members of the House of
Assembly. Provision of this sort is made all over the
world to meet emergencies and in order that the Ad-
ministration should not be running the country, the
Legislature must come together as soon as possible,
after a state of emergency has been proclaimed, to
approve or otherwise of what the Administration has
done. If the honourable member look up the Emerg-
ency Control of Prices Act he will see that it deals
with emergencies but it is not sufficiently wide to
cover hurricanes and earthquakes. Sub-Clause 3 of
this Bill is drafted on the lines of the Emergency
Powers Act, 1939 (1939-—3) and is word for word of
sub-secction 2 of section 2 of that Aet which has been
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passed by this House. As I said in my opening re-
marks, this is the usual praectice in times of war or
on the declaration of martial law and I should imagine
that there is no part of the British Empire which does
not have this particular statute.

Mr. WARD: I should like to point out that the
Emergency Powers Act was a War Measure but this
Bill provides for a hurricane or earthquake which is
a different thing altogether.

The question that Clause 5 stand part of the
Bill is put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr.

Talma, the Chairman reports the passing of this

Bill in Committee.

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr.
Apams, seconded by Mr. TaLMa in each case, the Bill
is read a third time and is passed.

THE VOLUNTEER (AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr. SPEAKER The next Order stands in the
name of th-, honourable senior member for St. Jos-
eph,—Second reading of a Bill to amend the Volunteer
Aect, 1909 (1909—-6).

Mr. ADAMS: This Bill, Mr. Speaker, seeks to

amend the present law relating to the Volunteer—

Foree. As honourable members will see, it is, in effect,
re-constituting the Volunteer Force and already, 1
am informed, quite a substantial number of persons
are making application to join or re-join the Force.
It is, therefore, considered necessary that this Bill
should be passed as quickly as possibly because while
the names of applicants are being taken, there is no
Act to cover the re-constituted Force. As honourable
members will see from the Objects and Reasons, the
Barbados Volunteer Force Re-Constitution Committee
—1I think the honourable member on my immediate
left would know more about it than myself because
he was a member of that Committee—made certain
recommendations for the re-constitution of the Force.
One of the principal changes sought to be effected by
this Bill is to pay members for attendance at parades,
training camps and courses of instruction; it is a
practice that obtains in some of the other colonies
but under the existing Aect, officers and members of
the Force are only paid when they are called out for
service by the Governor under sections 19 and 23 of
the Act. I beg to move that this Bill be now read a
second time.

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: 8o far as this Bill is con-
cerned, it has been pointed out to us that it proposes
to effect three principal changes in the existing law;
in other words, there are three prineipal points in-
volved in this Bill. So far as the point about limiting
the appointment of the Commanding Officer to a pe-
riod not exceeding five years from the date of his
appointment is concerned, I have no objection to that.
In respect of the second point, namely, that the per-
son appointed as Staff Officer and Adjutant must be
an officer of His Majesty’s Regular Forces because
it is felt that an appointment of this nature is cal-
culated to increase the efficiency of the Foree I am not
prepared to agree to that. We have, only recently,
emerged from a War in which many West Indian
officers took part and saw active service, and of these
West Indian officers some are members of United
Kingdom Regiments. I happen to know two, at least,
one of whom is a member of a famous English Regi-
ment. ~ If T undrrstand this Bil] correetly, unless
an officer is actually in the Army—if, for instance,
he was d-mobilized g year or so ago—he would not
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be eligible for appointment as Staff Officer and. Adju-

tant of the Barbados Volunteer Force; he must be
a ‘‘fit and proper person being an officer in His
Majesty’s Regular Forces.”” That means, if I un-
derstand it correctly, that the person so appointed
must be, at the time of his appointment, a member of
the British Army; so that if a very efficient West
Indian Officer was a member of the British Army
but happens at the moment not to be so employed,
he would not be eligible for appointment as Staff
Officer and Adjutant. Even though he might have
seen service under Field Marshal Montgomery, yet the
fact remains that his not being on active service may
debar him from securing this appointment. The
third point relates to the payment of members of the
Force and with that I am entirely in agreement. We
really cannot expect these unemployed ex-ser-
vicemsn and ex-volunteers who may be coming from
distant parishes, because of their love of service and
their interest in the Volunteer Force, to borrow cash
and pay for transportation, as much as 52 cents in
some cases, to attend parades, training camps or
courses of instruction. I am, therefore, entirely in
favour of the payment of out-of-pocket expenses to
members of the Force who attend camps, parades, or
courses of training and I commend to the Executive
Committee that the amount should be adequate to
cover bus fare with something over. Those are the
three principal changes which are sought to be effect-
ed by this Bill and I repeat that I am not in favour
of overlooking West Indian officers who have s-en ser-
vice in His Majesty’s Regular Forces. I wouldnot at-
tempt to ca’l names but we have had cxtremely effi-
cient officers from this island and other West Indian
colonies who may be fresh, even though they may not
be as fresh as somebody else in the Regular Forees,
and is capab'e of filling this post, If  this
Bill is given its second reading I am going to
oppose that clause whereby it is proposed that only
an officer in His Majesty’s Regular Forces may be
eligible for appointment as Staff Officer and Adju-
tant of the Barbados Volunteer Force.

. Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker,—I regret that
this Bill has been taken out its place as No. 5 on the
Order Paper and made Order No. 2. Quite recently
the Orders of the day are taken so irregularly that
one does not know where one is when one comes to
the House. This is a matter in which I have a great
interest but I regret to say that I have mnot come
prepared with my facts because I did not expet t;hat it
would be dealt with at to-day’s meeting. I am in en-
tire agreement with what the junior member for St.
Lucy has said in regard to the appointment of the

Staff Officer and Adjutant of the Volunteer Foree.'

The British West Indies Regiment — the Barbados
Battalion as it was called in the last War—suffered
at first from the fact that England did not have effi-
cient officers enough to send to it, with the result th.at
all types and al' sorts of officirs were sent. Today Sir,
you have several West Indian officers, not only Bar-
badians, who are as highly trained and as efficient
as any in any British Regiment and I do feel that
some opportunity should be given to West Indian
Officers in this Department.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is nothing in the Bill to
exclude anyone. It simply says that the person must
be in His Majesty’s Regular Forces at the time of his
appointment.

Mr. DOWDING: Tt says in Clause 4 that a fit
and proper person being an officer in His Majesty’s
Regular Forces must be appointed Staff Officer and
Adjutant of the Force. As I understand it, our
Force is not a part of His Majesty’s Regular Forces.

I am wondering what is the reason for rushing this
Bill through in this manner. I am also wondering
whether it may not be advisable for honourable mem-
bers to be given a little more time to consider it.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Whenever it comes to
matters in connection with which there is the sem-
blance of discrimination I like to speak my mind.
There is something in this particular Bill about which
I am not happy. I appreciate that if you want to
keep the Volunteer Force up to the standard of a
modern Force, you have to draw as regularly as
possible from a big country and there is no denying
the fact that there is in the United Kingdom the
possibility of obtaining more efficient officers than
there is in the West Indies and the reason is obvious;
they maintain a Regular Army and we do not main-
tain a Regular Army in the West Indies. There
is the possibility, as I say, of getting more officers
of a higher efficiency in the United Kingdom because
there is a larger number to draw from. But my
submission is that in view of the faet that the Staff
Officer and Adjutant of the Volunteer Force will be
appointed for only three years I venture to say that
we have some West Indians who have gained some
knowledge of Army life during the War and for
whom an appointment of this nature would be a good
start. We wiould have to pay the passages of, and allow-
ance to, this officer in addition to the other things for
which we have to make provision under this Act. In
my opinion, it would be better to send some of our
men to be trained and let them come back and give
us the benefit of their training and experience. If
that were done, we would not have to pay the pass-
ages of officers from abroad and, in some cases, of
their families too. The Barbados Volunteer Force is
not going to be an Army and you cannot compare it
with the British Army. Thijs is going to be a Volun-
teer Force for local purposes, because if War should
ever start again, the officers and men of this Force
would have to be trained in warfare, inasmuch as
they would have had no training in the use of tanks
or anti-aircraft guns. I think the Government’s at-
tention should be drawn to the fact that West Indians
should be trained for these posts and I believe that
there are some who are available now. As one hon-
ourable member said, I am not thinking of Barbadians
only because Barbados is not the only West Indian
colony in which efficient officers are to be, found.

Mr. SPEAKER: I should like to point out to
the honourable member that there is no question of
a West Indian or a person from any other particular
place to be appointed. It is purely a person in His
Majesty’s Regular Forces.

Mr. F. I. WALCOTT: T appreciate that, Mr.
Speaker, but you will appreciate that the number of
West Indians who are officers in His Majesty’s Regu-
lar Forces may be counted on the fingers of one
hand.

Mr. SPEAKER: You may delete the words
**being an officer in His Majesty’s Regular Forces”’
if you like.

Mr. ¥. L. WALCOTT: I am getting to that
point, Mr. Speaker. If those words are retained in
the Aect, they will preclude some of the people in our
area from applying for this post.

Mr. ADAMS: Before the question is put I
would like to say that I am somewhat in a difficulty
because I am a pacifist. I do not believe in military
force at any time. This point about an officer in the
Regular Army being appointed to this post was raised
at the Executive Committes and the reply we got
from the best source was that the value of a man’s
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services from the last war was lost considerably. That
is the advice from the War Office; he deteriorates so
rapidly, so to speak. Or to put it the other way,
military science advances so rapidly that a man who
has been demobilized for the last two years is not
good enough. We were also advised that in the Vol-
unteer Force, as is the case in the Territorial Army,
we should get an officer from the Regular Army for
this key position but the Commanding Officer will be
a local man. The Committee that sat and reported
on this matter was comprised of the junior member
for St. John (Mr. Blackman), Major Chase, Major
Connell, Major Bowring, Major Foster and Lt. Jor-
dan, and one would have expected that they would
have had some inclination to come down on the side
of a local man but this was their recommendation.
Speaking as a pacifist I will say that having obtained
this advice from the highest possible source, that is,
that the Staff Officer and Adjutant and the Inspector
of the Volunteer Force should be men from His Maj-
esty’s Regular Forces, we, of course followed it. The
argument that was used before the War is being used
more strongly now and one of the reasons why the
Committee recommended that these two officers
should not hold their respective posts for longer
periods than three years each is that they will get
rusty, so to speak, and will need to be replaced and the
Committee was unanimous in its recommendation.

Mr. LEWIS: I have listened very carefully to
the debate and I have come to the conclusion that,
perhaps, it is a great advantage to have persons who
are fresh from the centre of military training and
military aetivity filling these posts. It seems to me
that if these appointments are limited to three years
so as to get people with fresh knowledge, it would be
putting local men in very unfortunate positions if
they were appointed as the Staff Officer and Adjutant
and the Instructor respectively of the Volunteer
Foree for a period of three years and then were to
discover that they could not be re-appointed under
this Act. Where would they be? The Staff Officer
and Adjutant would probably have to join the Force
as a Lieutenant or go on the Reserve. In that case,
he would not be making his living as a military man.
I would be inclined to make it possible for local men
to be appointed and leave to them to decide whether
they are going in for this irregular employment or
not. If they feel that they are qualified to fill the
posts, I would be inclined to give it to them, all things
being equal.

Mr. SYMMONDS: As I see it, this is a eountry
which teems with unemployed people and these pro-
visions in this Bill affect the prineiple of it in the
sense that T see no reason why some of our own peo-
ple who served the Empire with great distinetion in
time of danger should not be given the opportunity,
since military science advances so rapidly that it
is necessary to have constant refresher courses—

Mr. SPEAKER: Where does that come under
the principle of the Bill?

Mr. SYMMONDS: It has just been pointed out,
Mr. Speaker, by the junior member for the City that
there may be some of our own people who having
been appointed to these posts may be looking for an-
other job after the expiration of three years. Where
the principle comes in is that two unemployed men
will have secured jobs for three years—

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the principle of
this Bill at all. The principle is whether in making
these appointments, the appointees should be men
who are actually in His Majesty’s Regular Forces.
The point which you are making, as far as I can
see, is whether people who have gome out of the
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Regular Forces should not be considered for these
appointments. -

Mr. SYMMONDS: That is exactly the point I
am making. We have a number of people who have
served with distinction during the last War and are
now out of the Regular Forces and I was hoping that
we would make it possible for those men who served
with such distinetion and who desire to serve in these
posts if only for three years, to be appointed.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member can
deal with that, in Committee, when the Committee
comes to this particular clause.

Mr. SYMMONDS: I will take your advice and
deal with the point when the House is in Committee
on the Bill.

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time is put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr.
BrLACKMAN, Mr. SPEARER leaves the Chair and the
House goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. Cox being -
in the Chair.

Clauses 1 to 3 inclusive are read and are agreed
to.

Clause 4. Section six of the principal Aect is
}flereby repealed and the following substituted there-

or:—

““6. (1) The Governor shall from time to time
appoint a fit and proper person being an officer in
His Majesty’s Regular Forces as Staff Officer and
Adiutant of the Force for a period not exceeding
three years.

(2) The Governor shall from time to time
appoint a fit and proper person being a warrant
officer or a mon-commissioned officer of the Regular
Forces as Instructor of the Force for a period not
exceeding three years, and such officer shall hold the
local rank of Warrant Officer Class I.

(3) The Staff Officer and the Instructor so
appointed shall perform such duties in connection
with the local Forces as the Governor may from time
to time determine. They shall be provided with
quarters or allowances at rates to be fixed by the
Governor-in-Executive Committee and approved by
the Legislature in lieu thereof, and shall receive such
salaries as may from time to time be approved by
special resolution of the Legislature.

(4) There shall be paid from the Public
Treasury of the Island on the warrant of the Gov-
ernor-in-Executive Committee such sums of money as
the Governor-in-Executive Committee may think fit
for the purpose of defraying the expenses necessary
for the transport of the Staff Officer and the In-
structor and their families from the places at which
they are respectively stationed in the United King-
dom to this Island and from this Island to the
United Kingdom on the termination of their appoint-
ments respectively.’’

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that that be Clause
4 of the Bill

Mr. BLACKMAN: T heg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman—This is the
Clause to which I have already referred in connee-
tion with the appointment of a person as Staff Officer
and Adjutant,—a person who must be an officer in
His Majesty’s Regular Foreces. Now, I have listened
very careful to the point which was made, when we
were discussing the motion for the second reading of
this Bill, in answer to my eriticism. The senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph said that members of the Execu-
tive Committee had been advised that a man’s services
from the last War have been lost considerably. That
may well be so. I take it, however, that a person who
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has not any interest in a three-year appointment
would not apply at all. But if a man who is interested
applies and is appointed and he makes representation
to the Government I have no doubt that the Govern-
ment will not hesitate to come to us and ask us to
pass a Resolution to enable the appointee who does
not happen to be a member of the Regular Forces to
take a refresher course in the United Kingdom, If
he is appointed for three years and takes up his ap-
pointment, we would not be averse, in the third year,
to voting money and let him get an up-to-the-last
minute 1. fresher course. If h- has brought himself
completely up-to-date, at the end of the third year,
obviously he should be eligible for re-appointment for
another three years if he is willing to continue in the
post. The honourable member went on to point out
that the Volunteer Force Re-Constitution Committee
also tendered that advice and he mentioned the names
of the members of that Committee — gentlemen for
whom we have g high regard—but, nevertheless, that
high regard we have for thcse gentlemen shou'd not
prevent us from using our commonsense, much as
we value their opinions. A man who is demobilized
in the last two years may be almost useless and mili-
tary science may progress rapidly but I understand
that the most rapid progress in military science
actually takes place during a War, not when the war
is over. I still feel that a man who fought up to the
end of the last war and who may have seen service in
the active theatres of the war, who fought under most
able Field Marshals like Montgomery and Eisenhower
and gained distinetion while so serving in His Majes-
ty’s Forees, should be good enough for the post of
Staff Officer and Adjutant of the Volunteer Foree. In
the previous Clause to which we have just agreed,
it is stated that the Governor shall appoint ‘‘a fit and
proper person to be Commanding Officer of the
Force’” and so far as this Clause 4 is concerned I am
moving that the words ‘‘being an officer in His
Majesty’s Regular Forees’’ in lines 2 and 3 of sub-
clause 1 be deleted. That will still leave His Excel-
lency with power to appoint a fit and proper person;
we would not expect him to appoint somebody who
would not be fit and proper but we should not leave
this reservation in the Bill. Although I quite appre-
ciate that we want an up-to-date man for this post,
yet a man who has served in the last war and saw
service in its most active phases should be a fit and
proper person. A man who withdrew from the Army
last month or month before last would not be eligible
for this post, according to the wording of this sub-
clause, and I feel that it is sufficient to leave it that
the Governor shall appoint a fit and proper person to
the post; that is all that we need. As regards the
period of three years, that will be entirely a matter
for the individual who applies. We have many West
Indian officers who have passed through the most
bitter phases of the last war and who will be good
enough for this post; so, Mr. Chairman, I beg to move
that this clause be amended by the deletion of those
words.

Mr. SYMMONDS : I want to second the motion
for the deletion of those words and in doing so I want
to stress that this is a period in our history when we
are trying to do something to show our appreciation
of the services of those patriotic Barbadians who, true
to our name of Little England, answered the call to
the Colours and offered their lives in defence of the
Empire and Democracy. And to-day the opportunity
offers itself to show a little appreciation of those ser-
vices. If those men have already been discharged
from His Majesty’s Forces, that is all the more rea-
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son why in this over-populated country in which
there is a large degree of unemployment among vari-
ous sections of the community, we should give one of
our own people the same facilities for employment as
we are offering to other members of the British Em-
piie. We are not ignoring the latter in the least but
this is a time when we shou'd be proud of Barbadians
and see to it that Barbadians have every opportunity
1o live just as other peopl: live. We have been told, a
short while ago, that the situation in England has not
changed as regards employment there, and that there
is no work for loyal Barbadians in England, although
work can be found for thousands of Europeans who
fought against the Mother Country. We arg still
loyal; we have not changed our loyalty but when we
have the opportunity to give our people jobs, let us
give it to them, It is for that reason I second the
honourable member’s motion.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,—As far as I know,
the Instructor to be appointed is a coloured Barba-
dian who has served in the Regular Forces abroad
and only recently returned. The term ‘‘being an
officer in His Majesty’s Regular Forces’’ is used
loosely to cover the point mentioned by the honour-
able member. It is not a question of forgetting peo-
ple who went and risked their lives but it is thought
that the jobs should be given to persons who would
not have to take refresher courses and that is why
these words have been put in the bill. Honourable
members need not fear that fit local persons who
would come within that term will not be appointed.

The question that the words proposed to be de-
leted stand part of sub-clause 1 of Clause 4 is put
and resolved in the affirmative, the division being as
follows :—

Ayes: Messrs. F. L. Warcorr, HusBanps, Marp,
Foster, TAaLmA, Apams, BLACKMAN, GALE, WILKIN-
soN, WaRrD, Dr. CummiNs and Mr. SPEAKER.—12.

Noes. Dr. WiLsoN, Messrs. SYMMONDS, BRANCK-
ER, SMmITH, CRAWFORD, GARNER, MOTTLEY, HAYNES,
Dowping, and S. A. Warncorr.—10.

The question that Clause 4 stand part of the Bill
is put and resolved in the affirmative without divi-
sion.

Clauses 5 to 8 are read and are agreed to.

On the motion of Mr. Apawms, seconded by Mr.
TaLMA, the Chairman reports the passing of the Bill
in Committee. .

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr.
Apams, seeconded by Mr. Tarma in each case, the
Bill is read a third time and is passed.

At this stage, 2 p.m. Mr. SPEAKER adjourns the
House until 2.45 p.m. in accordance with Rule 40. (a).

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61(A)

On re-assembling,

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—At the risk of being
accused of dealing with matters of secondary import-
ance earlier to-day, I am asking leave to move the
suspension of Rule 61(a) so as to resume Government
Business. I was hoping that the Emergency Powers
(Hurricane and Earthquake) Bill and the Volunteer
{Amendment) Bill would have been completed by
1.30 o’clock and we could have dealt with the Reso-
lations on the Order Paper. I think that we should
d-al with these Resolutions, one of which is in con-
nection with the purchase and equipment of a lorry
to take water to St. Lucy. I am therefore asking
leave to move the suspension of the Rule.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I object to leave being
granted. There must be some sense of responsibility
displayed in the selection of matters which should
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kave prierity during the time allotted to Geverament
Busing.s. If these mency Resolubions are matters of
urgency certainly they should have been dealt with
in the first place thig merning rether than the Emerg-
endy Powurs Bill. The hurricane season eomes off in
October and this is only May. After all, we must have
some sense of preportion. I have here a matéer of
some urgency and I want to request the leave of the
House te proceed with it this afterncon. I therefore
object to leave being granted to resume Government
Busitiess:

The questlon that leave be granted the hon. mem-

" ber to move the suspension of Rule 61(a) was put

and résolved in the affrmative.
division was taken as fellows:—
_ Ayes: Messrs. Cox, Bravcrsr, Smirs; F. L.
angoTr, Marp, Foston, Tanma, Apams; BLaAcKmAN,
and Dr. Cummins.—10.
Noes: Dr. Witsen, Messrs. Crawrorp, GARNER

Havweg, Dowpivg, 8. A. Warcorr, WiLrkiNson and

MorrLEy.—8. S
Mr. ADAMB: I beg to move that Rule 61(a) be
now suspended.
r. TALMA : I beg to second that.

Mr BRANCKER: 1 would just like to make
my pesitieri perfectly elear in this matter becanse I
am always very jealous abeut giving up the time for
Private Members’ Business. It is becémmg more than
a habit on the part of the Government, it is becommg
mbnotesigus for Gevernment members—*sometlmes for
good reasons and at other times for reasoms which
are not too good— to ask for the suspension ef the
Rules as if Private Members’ Business is not werthy
of being d;seussed fam voting for the suspension of
Rule 61 (a) in the hope that it might help to relieve
to some extent the hardship under which the peo-
ple of Bt. Lincy are suffering at the present moment
Up to yesterday the peeple were unable to get water
between the hours of 8 am, and 4 p.m. The hon
senior member for 8t. J oseph says that he wants fo
deal with the Resolution in connection with supplying
water for St. Luey whieh I hepe the Official Reporter
has got dewn; and I hope that the hon. member will
stick to his werd

Mr. F. L. WALGOTT One hon. member spoke
about respensﬂnhty and 1 want to say that if we come
here @ members to serve in this Assembly, we have
to be frank enough to realise that even 1f Government
Busmess encroaches upon Question Tlme and, the
time for Prlvate Members’ Business, Govermment
Business is the people’s busmess There are some-
thing like 84 itenmis on the Order Paper ealling on
the Government to do things and then when the Gov-
ernment proposés to take actlon in respeet of some
of the things we say “No!” We should be frank
eiiough to realise that we have two hours for dealing
with Government Business and then we have from a
quarter to three until whenever the lights go out to
deal with anate Members Business. That is not the
best thing for ms to have because no Government can
work eﬁ‘ectlvely with that allocation of time. That
was all right in the old days but not to-day. T repeat:
there are 84 matters on the Order Paper under Pri-

‘vate Members’ Business asking the Government to do

things and then when the Government asks for time
to deal with some of the thmgs we say ‘“No!”” 'When
the Government brings forward measures we elther
pass them or we do not pass them ; and when we look
at the measures that are brought here we eannot say
that they are not important. When we vote against
giviog the Government time we are Hot voting against
the individual : and we should not raig~ ohjeetion~ on
personal grounds as some hen. members do.
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Mr. CRAWFORD: It is unfortunate that in
thig Chamber thete are net  mete pésple Wwhe gan
appreciate what 1s bemg said: i am sure that Yeur
Honour and the ether hon. members who are eapable
of appreciating remarks whieh are made in this
Chamber, understand quite clearly that ebjection has
been taken on the ground that mo sense of respon-
sibility has been displayed with regard to the glvn'lg
of prierity to items on the Order %aper under ov-
ertiment Biisiiess. it is trie-—we ]mow it is true—
that the people in 8t. Lucy want water, but are you
telling me that it was more important_to spend mere
than an hour fo-day in discussifig the Bill to give the
Governor power to summon the House after a hurri:
cane than proceeding with some of the etlier import-
ant and uwrgent matters under Government ﬁusmess?
If we had fellowed the usual procedure which has
been adepted from the time I gave een a member
of this Ifouse, that is to say, start with the mohey
Resolutions first, the Resolutions for whieh time is
now being asked to eonsider, weo ave been con-
sidered especially an urgent Hesolution like that re-
Iative to the supply of water for 8i. Lucy. 1 am not
going to s1t here and ailow the éarlier session of the
House to be devoted to matters of seeondary impeft-
ance and then be told in the afternoon that we have
important matters to be dealt with under Government
JBusiness.

Mr. ADAMS: "This is Question T'ime, not time
for Private Members’ Business. (A MEMBRR. 1
have to discuss the teply to a question). Burely the
Government are the best Judges as to pFiority ofy mat—
ters on the Order I’aper Wo uesdays ago the
Administration was hoping that these two, Bills would
have been dealt with, and nobady could have fore-
seen ﬂle useless waste of time which took place in
connection with a Bill which is already on the Statute
Boek.

The question thai Rule 61(a) be now suspended
was put and resolved in the affirmative without divi-
sion.

RESUMPHION OF COMMITHER OF SUPPLY
M:. SPEAKHER: 1The first Ofder of the Day un-

der Government Business i§ fo réSameé Cemmiittee of
Supply to conisider the ’gi'ant of siins of monéy for
the service of thé OTLY

HESOLUTION WithbRAwN

Dr. CUMMINS: Béforg8 Youtr Hénour leaves the
Chair, I am d5King lesve to withdraw Resolution Ne. 1
on thé Order Paper—the Resohition to place the sum
of £2,740 at the @fisposal of the Gévernor-in-Execu-
tive Committee to meet the eost of engaging on con-
traet for a porivd of two yedrs & Fire Brigdde
Officer. (Cheefs): Anbther Resolution of a similar
naturé will bé sent déwn very ston.

Mr. SPEAKER : Is the Hon. tuetnber asking leave
for this Reselulion to be rénibved from the Order
Paper?

Dr. CUMMINS: Yes Sir.

Thdfe beitig 16 objectioit; ledve Wwas granted the
hoti. tiember to reiibve the Resolutioh frofi the
Order Paper

SPEAKER 1left the Chair ahd th¢ Houss
reSrtm’ied Comimittee 6f Supply; Mr. Jox being ifi the
Chait.

RESOLUTION POSTPONED

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Chairman— The ﬁrst
Resolution is for £3,000 to supplement the provision
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in the Estimates of Expenditure for the year 1948-49
under Head VI, Customs, Item 23, Rent of ware-
houses. It is estimated:

Mr. MOTTLEY : Mr. Chairman—1I have agreed
and I will always agree to the suspension of the Rules
when we are dealing with anything of such para-
mount importance as water. I understood from the
Leader of the House that it was the Resolution in
connection with the supply of water to certain dis-
tricts—and an hon. member intimated that it was for
St. Lucy—with which he was going to deal. If the
hon. member is going on with the Resolution with
which he is now dealing, I do not think that we will
be able to get through with the Resolution relative to
the supply of water.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Rule was suspended so
as to consider Government Business and the Govern-
ment ean deal with any Resolution they want to deal
with.

Mr. MOTTLEY: May I respectfully draw to
your attention that there is such a thing as a breach
of faith? I listened carefully to the Leader of the
House and I was impressed that the Resolution deal-
ing with the supply of water would have been dealt
with, (Mr. ADAMS: I mentioned all the Resolu-
tions). If 1 am mistaken I will apologize, but that
is how I was impressed.

Mr. ADAMS: The hon. member should know
better than accuse me of any breach of faith.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am not accusing the hon.
member of any breach of faith: I am reminding him
about what he said -when asking for leave to move
the suspension of the Rule. I understood that the
Rule was suspended principally to deal with the Reso-
lution in respect of the supply of water and that was
brought out by the reply of the hon. junior member
for St. Luey.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member said that
that Resolution would be dealt with among other
Resolutions. .

Mr. MOTTLEY: I do not see how we can get
through with that Resolution if we continue to deal
with the Resolution which is now before us.

Mr. WILKINSON: I suggest that we proceed
with Resolution No. 4 first.

Mr. BRANCKER: I agree with the suggestion
that we proceed with this Resolution first. The Reso-
lution in connection with the storage of rum is going
to cause a lot of debate and meanwhile people in St.
Lucy are suffering from the lack of water.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : It is strange to hear hon.
members after w are in Committee of Supply rising
on points of order where there is no order existing.
It has been said that if we deal with Resolution
No. 2 first we will not get through the one dealing
with the supply of water, and I know that hon. mem-
bers will purposely do that. I know that if the hon.
senior member for St. Joseph deals with the Resolu-
tion in respect of the storage of rum there are cer-
tain members who will talk on that Resolution until
3.30 o’clock and then they will not be so discreet as
to agree to the suspension of Rule 61 (b) so as to deal
with the Resolution in respect of the supply of water.
Y therefore appeal to the hon. senior member for St.
Joseph to proceed with this Resolution No. 4 so that
when hon. members begin their usual stunts in deal-
ing with the other Resolution we will have already
got through the one for the supply of water and the
people will not suffer. I represent one of these areas
where the water supply is inadequate and I would
like to put certain points to hon. members. I am
sure that the hon. senior member for St. Joseph is
capable of understanding the attitude of hon. mem-

bers in respect of anything which he proposes in this
House, and he should not allow himself to fall into
any trap that is being set for him.

Mr. WILKINSON: I would like to see some
business done and I beg to move that Resolution
No. 2 be postponed.

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I beg to second that.

Mr. ADAMS: 1 accept that.

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE FOR SUPPLYING WATER TO
CERTAIN ' DISTRICTS.

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Chairman,—This Reso-
lution is one for £300 to supplement resolution No. 55
of the 10th June, 1947, to provide for the supply of
water to districts where the supply is inadequate.

The Addendum states that by resolution No.
55/1947 the sum of £1,500 was granted to provide
for the supply of water to districts where the supply
is inadequate. Two lorries were taken over from
the Rehabilitation Committee and fitted with tanks
and a third lorry has been purchased and similarly
equipped. These lorries are now in use.

Owing to the continued drought there has been a
further deterioration in the water supply. It is
therefor:: proposed to purchase and equip a fourth
lorry at a cost of £678 to augment the present de-
livery system to those parts of the Island most seri-
ously affected by the drought.

Under resolution No. 55/1947 there is an avail-
able balance of £400 and a further sum of say £ 300
is required. I beg to move that this Resolution do
now pass.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: We must render to Caesar
the things that are Caesar’s. I must congratulate
the Government on having the foresight to accept the
suggestion {o deal with this Resolution now. I should
like to say that it is a question of seeing that the
best use is made of the additional lorry which it is
proposed to purchase. At the present time the peo-
ple of St. Luey cannot get any water between 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m., and I would recommend that when this
lorry is going around the parish it must stop at the
recognised places where water is not available during
these hours of the day. This lorry should make no
fewer than two trips during the course of the day
between the hours which I have mentioned when the
people cannot get any water. As a matter of fact,
I am wondering if one tank is really enough; how-
ever, I will not say anything more about that now.
The Government must not feel that they have done
enough and they must take steps to inform the
‘Waterworks Department within the shortest possible
time after water is unavailable in any district. This
question of water supply is a very vital one and if
hon. members suffered from the lack of water, they
would know what it means. It is not a matter of
waiting for two days before the Head of the Depart-
ment is aware that water is not available in any dis-
trict ; the Waterworks Department should be informed
about the matter at an early time and a tank should
be on its way to the district. I repeat that the
Government must take steps to ensure that as soon
as water becomes unavailable in a district a tank is
on its way to supply water. The people in the coun-
try districts feel worried when they cannot get any
waterr and they hear that it can be’obtained in the
fashionable districtg like Hastingg and St. Lawrence.

Mr. TATLMA: T would like to assure hon. mem-
bers that the Navy Gardens district seldom has water
and that is a fashionable district.

Mr. BRANCKER: I hope that this Resolution
will be passed without any further delay and that
the Government will take steps to send a supply
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of water to any district as soon as water is not avail-
able in the district.

Mr. ADAMS: Whenever the parishes of St. Peter
and St. Lucy lack water the Government is prompily
informed. The Manager of the Waterworks Depart-
ment has been instructed to make enquiries in St.
Peter and St. Lucy where people have complained
about the lack of water and a list is to be put up
in certain shops so that it can be known when the
lorry is coming. Three lorries are to be stationed at
the Police Station in St. Peter so as to prevent them
from coming to Bridgetown for water when it is need-
ed. T am sure that if the hon. junior member for St.
Lucy will tell his constituents to notify the nearest
policeman or the drivers of these lorries of the water
going off or of any complaints that are made, the list
will be revised from time to time in order to ensure
that people get water. I was surprised to hear the
hon. member mention two trips a day; more than tw>
trips per day have been made to St. Peter in the
last month or so. I assure the hon. member that this
is not a matter for complacency and the Government
is only too anxious to hear complaints from people
who say that some people get water and others do
not get any. Of course, what I have said also ap-
plies to the St. David’s district; people will be noti-
fied as to when the lorrier will be coming.

Mr. BRANCKER: As regards these trips, what
I said was that at least two trips should be made
during the period be‘ween 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., when no
water is available. Another point is this; the hon.
member has made a suggestion about hon. members
getting in touch with the Government; but what
about getting in touch with the Head of the Water--
works Department? Is the hon. member conceding
that it is a useless waste of time trying to get in
touch with the Officer of that Department if you
want quick action taken?

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I am not opposing this
Resolution but 1 want to say that the sending of a
lorry with water does not increase the water supply:
that only takes water from one district to another,
and no distriet is over-supplied at present. The right
course to adopt is to take Dr. Senn’s Report, see
where the available sources of water are and get that
water into the mains. We should not wait until Mr.
Roddam’s scheme comes into force because that will
take five years from now. My suggestion is to get
the water into the mains and not rely on lorries to
transport water. A lorry can only transport about
7,000 gallons of water a day whereas a little pump
could supply about 30,000 gallons more.

Mr. HAYNES: I think it is rather shortsighted
to leave the existing means of water for filling these
tanks. I think the Government should try and find
sut whether they eannot obtain this water from local
wells. I am not informed as to the conditions, but
there is a fine well at Mount Poyer and I cannot see
why these tank lorries cannot be filled from this well.
Tn that way they would save pulling away water
from mains which are very low in pressure at the
present moment. I would like to know if some en-
quiries could not be made along the lines I havs
mentioned.

Mr. ADAMS: In reply to the last two hon. mem-
bers who have spoken, I should like to say that men-
tion had been made of certain wells to the Manager
of the Waterworks Department who said that they
were tainted. We have an agreement with Carring-
ton’s for the supply of water and I would suggest
that they give us the water and let us pay for pump-
ing it. We are considering other wells along the
lines suggested in Dr. Senn’s Report to see if we can

e

do with them as we have done in the case of Car-
rington’s and get the water into the mains.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I think the Government has
to be extremely careful as to how it attempts to
tap some of these wells in order to get water. The
hon. senior member for St. Andrew has referred to
the Mount Poyer well and I think that it was through
this well that we had a dangerous epidemic in St.
Peter. (A MEMBER: That is not correct). I
speak under correction but I know the well to which
the hon. member has referred and I am almost sure
that it was the Mount Poyer well which caused a
number of deaths in St. Peter some time ago. I do
not know what the experience of the hon. junior mem-
ber for St. Lucy has been, but I was pained to hear
his statement about there being a waste of time com-
plaining to the Waterworks Department. It is to be
assumed that the hon. member has some reason for
making the statement but I have found the Depart-
ment rather co-operative and willing to assist in any
way to relieve the water shortage. As a matter of
fact, this very mode of conveying water by tanks was
adopted by the Government on the recommendation
of the Manager of the Waterworks Department. After
a private individual had begun it and the Manager
of the Department saw how advantageous it was, he
in a very strong minute to the Government urged
the adoption of the method of conveying water to
the districts which needed it. He displayed com-
mendable energy in endeavouring to get vehicles
equipped for transporting water, and whether or not
he is confined to working within the limits of a sched-
ule arranged by the Government, my experience has
been that you have only to go and satisfy him that
there is an acute water shortage in a particular area
and with the utmost expedition he tries to get water
there. Residents in Christ Church and St. Philip can
testify that immediately after complaints were made
they have received some relief. I repeat that I do not
know what the experience of the hon. junior mem-
ber for St. Lucy has been, but my own experience
has been, and from remarks which have been made
by hon. members they are in agreement with me,
the Department certainly does its best to the limit
of its resources and capacity to assist in relieving
this acute water shortage.

Mr. SYMMONDS: Before the question is put,
I should like to support those hon. members who have
expressed themselves in favour of this Resolution. I
hear everybody talking about St. Luey and about the
disabilities under which the people live: but in the
parish of St. George in districts such as Free Hill,
Applewhaites, Drax Hall, Melverton, Lower Newbury
—as a matter of fact, in every section people have
to walk for miles in order to get water. While it is
not the fault of the Waterworks Department, there
is the need for some immediate relief to be granted
to the people. I remember that the Government prom-
ised me that they would make some money available
for the services of a lorry to be requisitioned for sup-
plying water in St. George. In certain districts peo-
ple have to travel for miles in order to get a drink
of water, apart from getting water for the ordinary
daily bath. People have to travel for miles in order
to get water which is carried in buckets through dust-
ridden streets. I appeal to the Government to carry
out its promise to place a lorry at the disposal of the
people of St. George so that they can get some relief
where the water shortage is concerned.

Mr. DOWDING: I would like to be certain, if
there is any information available, as to what steps
are being taken to procure the pipes necessary for
the water supply. As my colleague has said, the
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water questign in Sf. George is a big one, it is not
a question of getting water from the pipes, but peo-
ple have ta travel copsiderable distances in opder to
- get water. I kpgw that it hag taken years to imple-
ment something whieh has been done iy this island
before and I hope that it will not take years to imple:
ment the installation of pipes at Drax Hall for which
reoney has already been voted by this House. I hope
that sgme informatien as to what is happening will
he given, Is .@nyt,hinlg being done about the matter?
The information would be of great use.
: Mre. ADAME: Whenever the Crown Agents fer
the Calenies tell us that the pipes are available we
will get them. That is all T ean tell the hon. member.

The question that thig Resolution de now pass was

put and resolved in the affirmative witheut division.
"~ "The Resolution was passed.

On the motion of lur. Apams, seconded by Mr.
TParma, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of one
Resolution in Committee, the postpemement of twq
and that the Committee had asked for leave to sit
again,

On motions of Mr. BLaerMAN, seconded by Dr.
CuMMINS in each case, the Resolution passed in Com-
mittee was read a first and second time and agreed to.

STATEMBNT RE BEMIGRATION

Mr. ADAMS: Inasmuch as we have less than a
minute before half past three, I take the oppertunity
of making a statemens$, and it might save some of
the debate with whieh we are threatened. The Gov-
ernor received informatien this morning in one eof
those derided communications, on this eeeasion it was
a telephone message from Mr. Sabben-Oleare, that
the United Btates is willing to have 20,000 workers
from the West Indies and that 1,000 had been allo-
cated to Barbadaes. (Hear, hear and Cheers). Some
of the other islands seem to be getting an allecation
of 2,000. We want an alleeation of mere than 1,000
and the Geverner preposes to instruet Mr Burrowes
and Mr. €hase ‘o get around in the United States and
see if we ean get a larger quota. (Cheers). When
all sorts of things are being said I am glad that I
have been confirmed in what I hinted in the House.
‘When Mr. MacDonald was attacked in here

Mr. BPEAKER: It is now 3.80 o’clock and I
do not think I can allow the hon. member to go
beyond the time. )

Mr. ADAMS : I just wanted to say that it was
as a regult of negotiations hetween Mr. MacDonald
and Mr. Sabhben-Clear:, Head of th« €olonial Sup-
lies Mission who is now in Sir John MacPherson's
place, that we have been able to get the quotg which

we have got. It is nothing tg do with any tatk which’
the hon. memher has had with the Head of the Execu-

tive,

'Mr. SPEAKER : T cannot allow the hon. mem. |

ber to go any further.

Mr, ADAMS : Shall T move the adjournment
of the House foy five minutes?

Mr. SPEAKER : For what reason?

Mr. ADAMS : Merely to finish the statement
which T began to make hefare 3.30 o’clock.

Mr. BPEAKER : The peint is whether 1 am
justified in allowing the hen. member to da that. I
gave you the opportunity to make a statement whieh
is reasonable, hut now you are debating the guestion.

Mr. ADAMS : This is nething ocentroversial,
{Mr. CORAWFORD : T will have ta veply).

Mz, SPEAKER : There cannat he any dehate
on the statement as te the queta of Barbadian work-

ers for the United States. The time hag now come
for the consideration of Private Memhers’ Business.
My, CRAWFQORD : I think i will be conceded
that something very practigal should he done and with
the ntmost dispateh.
~ Mr. SPEAKER: If the honourable member
Is making a motigy he will have to ask the leaye of
the Honse,

ADDRESS FE RELIEF OF UNEMPLOYMENT

~ Mr. CRAWFORD. I am doing that. I was say-
ing that it will be gen rally conesﬁ(ed that something
should be dons in order to relieve the widespread
uncnployment in thiy eountry, and thrrefore 1 am
askine Jegve , '

My, SPEAKER : It will be purely a copsider-
ation of the Honse, '

Mr. CRAWFORD : I apprecigte that, I ask
leave to move the passing of an Address expressing
dissatistaction with the Government’s refusal to start
local projects which were enumerated in an Address
passed by this House last year, and also to support
additienal projects to provide work for some of the
wnemployed people in this islangd.

Mr. SPEAKER : I will put the gquegtion tg the
House. The hop. member is asking leave to move the
passing of an Address in the terms in which he has
mentigped. 1f there js ng objeetien, leave will be
granted the hon. member. (After a pause). There
being no gbjectien, the hen. member is granted to
make the motion.

Mr. CGRAWFORD : I beg to move the passing of
the follawing Address :—

The House of Assembly
To
His Ezcellency The Gaverunor

The House of Assembly is deeply coneermned dver
the widespread unemployment which is affeeting an
inereasingly large section of the population.

The House notes, with considerable dissatisfae-
tion, that the (tavernment has made no apprapriate
effort to relieve the condition of the people and pro-
vide assistance, and further the Hause is of the apin-
ion that the cenditions outlined abewe have createc
§ situation in the Coleny which is fraught with dan-
ger.

Phe Heuse is of the eonsidered opiniam that
urgent action should be taken with a view %q the im-
provement of the econamie position in which a large
seetion of the masses of the people finds itself, and
requests that steps be taken to implement the follow-
ing recommendations bhefore the end of the curvent
month —

i (1) Reclamation of the Constitution Swamp.
i (3) Oomnstruetion of the prepesed Bast Oeast
. Road and the Oyele track from Thickets.

(8) The taking of steps ta enable the individual
parochial authorities to relieve the land tax for the
past year om all awners of one acre of land or Yess
througheut the island, who can establish that they
are unable to pay it. ‘ )

(4) Develapment of the Airport at Seawell and
eomstruction of a new runway suitable for use by
larger aireraft.

(3) Repaira to wharf walls.

(8) Qenstruetion of propased new Hlementary
and Bcoondary Hchools.

(7) Laping of all water maing and epectiom of
stapdpipes which have been requested or suggested
by parochial sanitary hodies or hy petitiong, o
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I do not think it ig necessary for me to say much
jn suppert of the g@ssing of this Address. Vge have
ip this country to-day no fewer than 10,000 people—
and that 1 submit is a conseryative estimate—who are
unemployed, and even emigratiop on a very mueh
larger scale thap we can expect will be ipsufficient to
provide work for this large number of unemployed
pggple, It is therefore necessary that urgent aection
be taken in order to begin local publ_ie works in an
endeavour to provide work for the large number of
skilled and unskilled workers who find themselves
without any chance of obtaining a livelihood to-day.
With regard to the items enumerated in this Address,
the reclamation of the Constitution Swamp has heen
urged for some time now and the Legislature has
actually voted momey for the purpose. The last
official regson given for mot starting this work was
that the rainy season was about tq set in, that was
November last year, and the work could not be under-
taken during the yainy season. Those expected rains
never came. All the equipment for doing this job is
in the colony, and I should like to submit that the
time has more than come when some effort should be
made to start this highly essential public project. The
cengtriction of the proposed East Coast Road and
the Cyele track from Thickets is also long overdue
and the Legislature has also voted money for the
commencement of this scheme. The only oi.st,a.clez in
80 far as I have been able to gather, which exists with
regard te the starting of this preject is the fact that
it may be found necessary by the Government to
aequire certain areas of land along the proposed route
in order to obfain the necessary width for the pro-
posed road; and the fear has been expressed that
there would be considerable delay involved in acquir-
ing this land, and also that steps should be taken first
to ensure that the increased value of the adjacent
land does net go to the present owners although the
Government benefi's from it. I {=:1 tha' this matter
is s urgent, the voad is needed and the people in
these parishes also need work, that the Government
would be well advised to start this road. The Gav-
erament has power umder the Compulspry Land
Acquisition Act to acquire any areas which it wants
and the question of the price to be paid for them can
be gone into by the Government and the respectze

S
a matter of fact, I yeeall that in Trinidad during the
. War years when the American Government had to
acquire comparatively large areas for defence con-
struetion, the Trinidad Government empowered the
American base constructors to start work and then
enter into legal arrangements and general negotia-
tians with the owners of the land with regard to the
compensation for any areas so acquired. T believe
that, the same thing canbe done here and it should
be dane. We should start the construction of this
road and, if necessary, the ﬁrovi,.s,i.onﬁ of certain Bills
which are now hefore ws which might apply to own-
ers of lapd in this area could be made retroactive in
order to apply to these relevant transactions. 1T do
not think that the obstacle of land acquisition can be
regarded as anvthing insurmountable or the cause of
any further delay before the scheme is commeneced.
With rd to the exemption frem land tax on areas
of land between an acye or less, it is well known that
we have had a very severe drought for the past
eighteem months or se in this colony, and T know from
my own experignee that quite a few of the small land
owpers are finding it impossible to get, food to eat, and
they would find it diffieult to get money with whigh
to pav their taxes. T know it will be argued that the
. Parochial Authorities have it within their power to
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grant exemptions from taxation, but it will be ob-
served that I have asked the Government to take steps
to enable the Parochial Authorities te relieve the land
tax; because we know that if this question is left em-
tirely in the hands of the Parochial Authorities, ten
out of the eleven Vestries will elaim that they camnet
afford to de that and they need to eolleet these taxes
in order to underwrite the running expenses of the
parishes each year. 1 am therefore suggesting that
the Government should make it clear to the Parechial
Authorities that it is prepared te reimburse them to
the extent,

Mr. SPEAKER : Heon. members must give the
hon. member who is speaking an oppertunity to be
heard. There will be a plenty of time for them to
speak later on. ’

- Mr. CRAWFORD : I was suggesting that the
Central Government should inform the Parochial Au-
thorities that it is prepared to reimburse them to the
extent of the amounts involved. ¥ am not suggesting
that there should be any indiscriminate relief given
to people; because there are certain small holders in
certain parts of the colony who may have had geod
crops. There are also certain small holders whe, be-
cayse of irrigation or because of the use to which they
put their small bits of land, are in just as good a po-
sition to pay their land tax as any large landowner.
Provided that these small landowners can establish
that they are unable to pay their taxes, the Parochial
Authorities should be enabled te give them some re-
lief. I have made an estimate and I have discovered
that there are about 26,000 small holders who would
come within this category and the number of acres
they own is slightly gver 10,000, roughly 16,211 acres.
I believe that for the purpose of this suggestion we
can safely assume that we may have to afford exemp-
tion to the owners of about 5,000 aeres and if we use,
say, the sum of $3 as an average tax on an acre of
land, it will cost the Government about £3,000 to
afford this deserving yelief to these wunfortunate
proplz.  That sum of £8,000 is neither here nor there
Only this morning there was withdrawn a Resolution
for over £2,000 to bring out a Fire Brigade expert
and his family on a holiday trip to Barbadgs, and if
we can afford to give a holiday to some undeserving
Englishman we can afford to spend £3,000 in granting
relief from taxation to people who, for the greater
part, have lost money on their small holdings last
year, and who certainly did not make a single cent
out of these holdings with which to pay their taxes
for that particular year. I hope that hon. members
will agree to that suggestion and that relief wih be
afforded to these people. The next item in the Ad-
dress is the development of the Airport at Seawell
and the construction of a npew runway suitable for
use by larger aircraft. It is unnecessary for me to
speak at any length on that. As a matter of fact, on
the recommendation of the Public Works Depart-
ment we have already included the sum of £3,000 in
the current year’s Estimates for the purpose of im-
proving the Perminal Building at Seawell, and T am
urging that this work be started at once in conjupe-
tion with the construction of a new runway which
is being urged in this Address. As regards the ye-
pairs to the wharf walls, T think that money for this
purpose was voted as far back as 1946 before the be-
ginning of the present session. We did some of it
Yast year and when the wemainder should have been
done, the argument was advapced that the rainy
season was coming in and mething could be done dur-
ing that season. think the time has come when we
should start 40 expend the remainder of {he vote on
the necessary repairs to the wharf and at the same
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time provide some employment for people who have
been engaged in this work. With regard to the con-
struction of the proposed new elementary and second-
ary schools, every year for some years now we have
done a certain amount of school buildings; hon. mem-
bers will recall that we have spent money on quite a
few new buildings for elementary schools in some
parishes, St. James and St. Philip, for instance, and
we have also spent a sum of money on the construc-
tion of the new Combermere School and in the repairs
to other secondary schools. This year it is proposed
to build the new Parry and Coleridge School and &
few new elementary schools. Regret has already been
expressed that the building programme for mnew
schools is not much more extensive than has been con-
templated by the Government; but whether or not
we agree with the extent of the work proposed, I do
feel that the time has come when we should start
work on these schools. The crop has been finished;
we have about seven or eight months before another
crop starts and the policy is that we should not do
extensive works during the reaping season, therefore
if this money is to be expended and the vote 1s not to
lapse, I think that steps should be taken immediately
on the construction of these schools. Finally, ther:
is the guestion of the laying of all water maing and
the erection of standpipes which have been requested
or suggested by Parochial Authorities or by petitions.
If we are really trying to provide work for unem-
ployed, unskilled workers who have been displaced
on the sugar estates either through mechanization or
lack of rainfall or both, then we will see that the
laying of these mains will provide work for these peo-
ple. A few years ago the Parochial Authorities
throughout the island submitted a fairly extensive
schedule covering all the needed water mains and
standpipes in their respective parishes; and sometime
last year we voted £112,000 for purchasing equipment
for extending the water supply of the island as had
been recommended by Mr. Roddam, and we were told
that we could expect this equipment within about
two years. It is therefore fairly safe to expect that by
June next year we may get the equipment which has
been ordered as a result of the passing of this Reso-
lution for £112,000. But I want hon. members to
bear in mind that this £112,000 was voted only for
the purchase of machinery and pumping equipment;
and after we shall have got the machinery here
we will have no mains laid in order to provide the
people with water in the areas which have been out-
lined by the Parochial Authorities. If we get the
equipment here next June, it will take some months
to ercet and install it. (A MEMBER: Ten years). If
we have not laid the mains before, we shall then have
to lay them and we will already have had the water.
I want to suggest, therefore that the Government
should start now on the laying of these mains. The
hon. senior member for St. George asked a short while
ago about the possibility of getting water mains for
an area in St. George and he was told by the hon.
senior member for St. Joseph that as soom as the
Crown Agents say that we can get the mains we will
get them. I want to say two things in answer to that;
if the Colonial Office is made to understand that we
want these mains in order to provide some work for
our unemployed, and is also reminded that we already
have a large order for equipment from the United
Kingdom, that we need these mains in order to dis-
tribute the increased supply of water which we hope
to get, T am sure that we will get these mains without
any delay. As a matter of fact, there is a certain
amount of pipes in the island now. The amount that
is here now can do a considerable amount of work,

and while we are using these pipes we can send a
rush order to the United Kingdom for more. I am
sure that by the time we have finished using what
pipes we have, we will get more. No mains can be
found for Drax Hall or Marchfield and yt a lot of
private individuals are getting all the material they
want! I see that in Christ Church little Welches
and Maxwell have got mains recently and Amity
Lodge has also been putting down mains although 1
understand the Government is safeguarding itself by
telling the owners of these properties that the mere fact
that they have got the mains does not guarantee that
they will get water. My suggestion is that we should
start an extensive scheme of putting down mains all
over the island wherever we have the water, and by
the time that we have finished doing that, the equip-
ment for supplying the water will be here. Let us
stop supplying mains to private estates even although
the people pay handsomely for them. I understand
that it cost the owner of Amity Lodge £5,000 to get
the mains there; I suggest that we stop supplying
mains to private properties and start supplying them
in some of the districts which are densely inhabited
and which are without water and fire protection. I
have been reminded that in the entire Bank Hall dis-
trict there is not a single fire hydrant and that is a
densely-populated district. In the same area there
are large districts in which there is no water supply.
I want to impress upon the Government the neces-
sity for dealing with this question of laying water
mains. Roads and water are of the greatest import-
ance to the colony: we have started with the tenan-
try roads and now let us get down to the matter of
laying water mains. Let us impress upon the Colo-
nial Office the necessity for getting pipes and let us
try and make a start with laying the pipes to take
water to residents in those areas where there is no
water so that it will be available when the new equip-
ment which we have on order is installed. I believe
that it would require about £100,000 to implement
the recommendations made by the various Parochial
Authorities with regard to the laying down of water
mains. I do hope that in the same manner in which
work is being done on the tenantry roads—the result
of action initiated from the floor of this House—we
shall soon see work being started on the extension of
the water supply. As a matter of fact, I have made
a list of some of the areas in all the parishes which
are very urgently in need of water and in which re-
peated requests have been made either by private in-
dividuals or by the Parochial Authorities to the
Government for years, even before the War, in order
to get relief in this respect. I want to suggest finally
that the projects enumerated in this Address, if they
are undertaken, will provide a considerable amount of
work for a considerable number of unemployed peo-
ple throughout the island for a reasonable length of
time. I want to remind hon. members that we have
lying idle in the Treasury to-day millions of dollars
of the taxpayers’ money and some of it at least should
be spent in providing these necessary public utility
services and simultaneously employing people. T also
want to remind the Government that we are not going
to come here repeatedly and express our endorsement
of certain works being undertaken and actually going
so far as to provide money for the work to be un-
dertaken and then have our requests completely ig-
nored by the Government. If hon. members will
recall they will realise that a lot of the important
matters which have been undertaken this session have
been undertaken after they have been urged by hon.
members in this Chamber. The inference is that if
they had never been urged here they would not have
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been undertaken at all. As a matter of fact, I should
like to say incidentally that if, for instance, as it is
now claimed, America needs 20,000 workers—nearly
seven times the number mentioned by Mr. MacDonald
a few weeks ago—is it not safe to assume that if we
had representatives on the spot—

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is not
now dealing with this Address and I cannot allow any
debate on anything else. The honourable member
must confine his remarks to this Address.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am trying to make this
point; apparently it is absolutely necessary for mem-
bers of this House to indicate the direction in which
the Government should travel. Your Honour will
note that in the second of the introductory paragraphs
to this Address it is stated: ‘‘The House notes, with
considerable dissatisfaction, that the Government has
made no effort to relieve the condition of the people
and provide assistance and further the House is of the
opinion, that the conditions outlined above have cre-
ated a situation in the Colony which is fraught with
danger.”” Inasmuch as that paragraph has been in-
serted I feel that I should be allowed to say some-
thing in connection with it.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think so. The House
passed an Address in connection with emigration last
week and if you go back on that, other hon. members
will do the same. Let us confine ourselves to this
particular Address.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I presume the opportunity
will come when we get a reply to the Address which
was passed last week. I want to re-emphasize that
it is highly important for hon. members to take every
possible step to ensure that requests made on the floor
of this House by the people’s representatives are not
flouted by the Executive. If we are elected by the
people to sit here either to initiate or suggest legisla-
tion for the improvement of their conditions, we
should be betraying their trust if we allow a handful
of people who are selected from this House to sit on
the Executive, to completely ignore our expressed
desires. Therefore we have to make it clear that we
do mnot propose to permit this Address to suffer the
same treatment which a former Address along the
same lines and which was passed in this House nearly
a year ago, has suffered. We sat here and voted no
less than £75,000 with the understanding that the
Government would utilise it to repair the tenantry
roads, to do work on the Bast Coast Road, the Con-
stitution Swamp and other improvements; and all
that has been done is to spend some of the money on
the repair of the tenantry roads and on the construe-
tion of roads at the Pine, which work was also includ-
ed in the Resolution under referemnce. I sincerely
trust that other hon. members will join me to-day in
reiterating for the benefit of the Head of the Admin-
ijstration that when the House takes action of this
sort, sends up an Address of this nature to the Gov-
ernment and actually provides the money for the
work being done, the House does so not because there
is an opportunity for making speeches but because
it wants something done. If the Government is going
to undertake to treat the House as it likes, some rea-
sons should be given; and so far we have not received
from the Government any reasons as to why none of
the works suggested in a previons Address has been
started or will be started with the minimum of delay.
I think T have said enough on all these items to sub-
stantiate the claim that the work should be started at
once, and T think that they are all so obviously essen-
tial and for the good of the country that there should
be no opposition or objection on the part of any hon.
member to supporting them.

Mr. SYMMONDS: I want to support the re-
marks of the hon. member who has just sat down; I
want to second the motion for the passing of this
Address. There seems to be something definitely
wrong and rotten in the state of Denmark, this little
istand of Barbados. Hon. members of this House,
conscious of the starvation rampant among the unem-
ployed in this island, went out of their way almost
a year ago before I had the honour of a seat in thig
Chamber, to pass a Resolution for £75,000 to be spent
in relieving the unemployed, to prevent the continu-
ance of the deaths from starvation of babies and of
grown-ups; and those who continue for one reason or
another to stand in the way of implementing this Reso-

lution are deliberately guilty of the murder of these

innocent people. (Cheers from the strangers’ gal-
lery). I do not want to incite anybody to mutiny, but
if I do not speak, the stones outside will cry out.
This kind of obstruction must be definitely stopped;
the wishes of the majority of the elected representa-
tives of the people in this Chamber must be respected.
This policy of ignoring most contemptuously the
wishes of the majority in this House on the people’s
behalf when the people’s need should be given first
consideration, cries to high heaven. I do not know
what kind of hearts those who advise His Excellency
the Governor must have when many of them in their
election campaign walked through the villages and
saw the dying state of the little children because
their parcnts were unemp'oyed. Here we have an ex-
ample of that kind of pettiness, definite pettiness,
which will cause thousands of people to experience a
living death; because you will find that people have
to walk from their homes from day to day with the
worms gnawing at their vitals and people who have
been sent to this House by those same people, use
their position to advise that relief works should mnot
be started in this colony for the relief of the people!
That is adding double insult to injury. I cannot
speak too strongly in this matter. I do not want to
criticise the Government or anybody else for the
sake of criticising them in this matter on which I
feel most strongly. Hon. members on my left can
talk as much as they like about Carrington’s Village
but a lot of people have had to pay more for land in
Carrington’s Village than they would have had to pay
otherwise because of the action of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: That matter cannot be raised
in this debate; the matter of this Address is what we
are debating.

Mr. SYMMONDS: I was merely replying to
asides from hon. hecklers on my left. I want to com-
pel the attention of hon. members to the fact that
whereas we pass measures in this House ostensibly to
help people, there are those at the head of this set-up
who advise the Head of the Administration to do
the very opposite to what the majority of this House
time after time ask the Head of the Administration
to do on behalf of the people. The entire policy of
this Government in relation to relief works and in
relation to the implementation of proposals which
would supply with work thousands of needy people
in this colony, is one which deserves the greatest con-
demnation. I support this Address because I feel
that the people should have somebody to champion
their cause or they will continue to be fooled and they
will die being fooled by some members in this Assem-
bly. (Cheers).

Dr. WILSON: The hon. senior member for St.
Philip has treated this question in a very able man-
ner apd I would also like to make a few observations
relative to this Address. I should like to say that this
question is not any new one; a similar Address was
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passed in this Houne earlier this sessivh, i June last
year t0 be exact. A céptain sum of mohdy was later
voted expressly to Help the unemployed but nething
has been dehe by the Government except in relation
to the tenantry roads. With vespect 16 the tenantry
roade, 1 happen to know thitt Work was ktarted, prlop
to and immediately after the erop, in the puvish of
Qt. John but in view of the Humbe? of tendntry rowds
which need re-building, I &in suggesting to the Gov:
epnment or vather that the Governingnt should uige
the Comminsioniers of Highways to redouble their
efforts so a8 to expedite the work. IFurthermore,
since it is & guestion 6f helpthg the unemployed; I
feal thut a greuter ndmnber of people should be em:
ployed. I happen to know that ini Bherboufie Tel-
antry there are three roads; and I canhot uhderstand
why only twb of them have been completed and the
other laft. It seetns to e that the quickef the other
roid is done the better it will be for all concerned. I
want to sdy Now that £75,000 was voted not ealy for
the repalr of the tenantry roads but also for doing
work it eonnection with the Qofistitution Swanp, Be:
well air base and the Bast Ooast Roed. The Congtitu-
tion Swathp, ag its Name implies; covers & vist ared
of low-lying land which affords 4 favourable breeding-
ground for thosquitoes. Apart from the guestion of
finding employment for people, I am looking at this
question from & health Poing of view. .

© Mr. SPRAKER: The question before us is one
of the employhient bf people; let us keep to that par-
tlenlat point.

Dr. WILSON: I just waiit to suggest that this
work should be started ug quickly as possible, When
we look at the pesition of Quesn’s College with itd
nutnbers, I feel that work in coniiectionn With the Cons=
siitution Bwatip should be doné withotit ahy delay.

My F. L. WALGOTT: 1 feul that we should go
inte Comtittee on ah Address saeh 48 this bechuse
I think it is highly digeonurteous for any hon. meti-
ber to go to the extent of introducing an Address of
this length and tot thikk it fit fo eirculdrise it to
hot. mémbers:

M. SPEAKER: The Holise gave permission for
the vonsidertitioh of the Address. The point which
the hon. member is now tdking should have been taken
4t the tinie wheh petmission Wag t0 be giainted the
_hon. metiber to proceed with the Address. But thdt
perihission hiaving been gratted, I cannot allow ‘hat
giestion to be gore into at all.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Apart from the Rules
of the House, from the point of view of courtesy,
the hoh. fnetber cbifd have had some copies of the
Address made so ds to pass thein around the table.

Mr. SPEAKER: We are now dealing with the
Address.

Mr. F. I.. WALCOTT: There are soiné state-
ments made in the Address, they have not been read
back slowly and we shonld go into Committee on this
Address. You eantot ask hon. mieinbets to discharge
their duties in dealing with an Address like this withi-
out having copies of it. The hon. senior member for
gt. Philip spoke on thiz Address for abbut an hour

and I want to point out that I am not goig to be &

party to doing anything when I have not been giveh
# fiaif chance to comsider it. If the hon. member
¥nows that hie is goihg to deal With séinething in the
House, I feel that hon. members shedld havé an oppor-
tunity of comsidering it. It has been said that the
Qovernment has refused tb itiplemient aily sehemes
for the relief of unempléyment: I find, however, that
the sutit of £25,000 out of the £75,000 Whieh Was voted
has been spent in régpect of the tehantry roads and
1 eannot be said that the Government has refused to

| itipletient that scheise. To say that the Guverniment
‘hds Feflased to bmplemeiit the schéme would wmean that
the £756,000 18 ib the Treasury. Bus £35,000 has been
spent and therefore it I8 ot ncedrate to 8ay that the
| Governihent has rvefused to impleent the scheme. I
. am not an engineer autl therefore I cunnot say ahy-
| thing about the Constitution Swathp. I think we
| should go ito Committee on this Address sv that we
can deal with it Olause by Clause:

Mr. ADAMB;: I appreciate the diffieulty under
which the hef. seniof niember for 8t. Philip is labour-
ing. I am Speakiag 4t this time beeause peesibly hen.
raeitbers will 1161 say somis of the things they were
preparing to say if théy pay attention t6 what I am
saylng. What is the burdes of this complaint? That
the House voted £75,000 fof eabrying out certain
scheries; that the Hxeeutive contemptudusly ignoved
thein and that the House has to make the Executive
reglise that they have got to du what it tells them.
(Mr. CRAWFORD: That is eoffeet). I8t 4§ e%-
aiine the Hxecutive and let s eXafijng tHeiF méntal-
{ity. T should imagine that an infans absolitely net
versed ih polities would khow thas if you want to
catch a vote you should find work for soiebody to
dv. There are vemafkable people on the Hxeslitive;
thousands of people want work, wé have millions of
motiey; WoFl is thére and we dv riot Want people to
get atly! Putting it ut ifs lowest; the Bxesutive
should go to Black Rock and see if they eculd sdich
votes ——
| Me. BPRAKER: 'The hon. semior memiber for
. 8t. Philip stipgested that the Govertiment should give

teasohs Why thils werk has hot besn provesded with.

' Mi. ADAMS: 1 4m dothing 10 that. We gét don-
Staht biteeks a8 fo why we have nof dofie these thitigs ;
| we can get thousands of potenitial friends, wé Ruve
niilliots 0f dellais With which t6 do werk and we do
net do it! I say that we arfe Aot it to be dutside the
Menitul Hospital if we did tiot do this woFk. (A
MEMBER: That is exactly what we think). This
House voted £75,000 atid it ieSpect of thés sehemes
let mie remind lioh, mienibery that the ihetbers of the
ExectitiVe took it that the Hous¢ was heetier aboud
the repair of the tetiantry roads than anythiig else
but they thought that these othet things should alse
be dore. We have ypent the sum of £26,000 on the
tedadtry roads and the expendifiire of ativther
£30,000 is being considered by the Hxecutive. The
sum of £75,000 will riot go half way it all the parishes.
We ate coming to these schetnes but we have to tote
dowtt with other Resolutions in respeet of them. Far
from the Executive sitting down and dding nothing
with the money, we have spent 3 substantial ammount
of it and dn even more substantial amount is in the
course of getting approval to be spent. The last note
from Mr. Skinher shows the list of the extrd roads
which are to be donte. After all, we have to get ex-
pert techrical advice in respect of technieal sthemes.
We were assured by Mr. Harris that mere people

if we bepan the Eust Counst Road, let dlone havine
to survey it: and we eonsidered that it would be bet-
ter for Mr. Harris to be used in comneétion with the
tenantry roads than on the East Coast Road: I won-
der if the hon. member who raived his voice to high
heaven really meant what he said; that the Bxeecutive
have wilfully turned down these sehémes, beeause
not one of the schemes has been turmed dowh by the
Exécutive. 'Wé asked for priority with regdard to the
tenantry rodds and Mr. Harrid feels thdt mote people
could be employed oh the tehahtry roads thdn on fthe
East Coast Road; naturally we took his ddviee: There
are two reasons why we have started on the tendntry

would be employed if we did the ténantry roads than

-~
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roads first; one is that Mr. Harris has advised that
-more people could be employed and the other is that
.an infinitely more Conservative House in their Reso-
Jution in respect of the East Coast Road said that
the House was of opinion that the Government
should take active steps to get something done with
regard to the value of the land. The hon. senior
member for St. Andrew has offered the Government
to give up the increased value of his land which might
go from £10 to £50 per acre. The present Compul-
sory Purchase Act is one of the most damnable Acts
in its operation; the jury of assessors soak the Gov-
ernment. The present Act is for the express purpose
of making it impossible for a jury to value land at
£5 per acre because the Government wants it. It is
‘intended by the Government to bring up the amend-
ment to the Act immediately after the Public
Health Bill has been passed and when the
amendment i passed we will be in a better position
to make sure
.some of the additional value of the land on aec-
count of the road being constructed there. As
‘regards the Constitution Swamp, that is a mat-
ter of technical advice. The honourable senior mem-
Jber for St. Philip and 1 along with other persons sat
.as members of the Ten-Year Plan Committee and
.according to the advice we had, we reported thus:
‘‘The canalisation and drainage of Constitution
.Swamp is a subsidiary scheme which cannot be taken
until the present Victoria Bridge has been widened
£0 as to permit of rapid disposal of flood water.’”
The hon. senior member for St. Philip signed that and
80 did the hon. junior member for St. Michael and I.
Since then we have had advice that that is not
strictly acenrate; and we have also had advice that
we would be throwing away money if we did not first
control the tides by widening the Vietoria Bridge,
putting the necessary gates and so forth. That is
why the canalisation of the Constitution Swamp has
not yet been started. In 1940, or thereabout, I was a
member of the Unemployment Committee along
-with the hon. senior member for St. Philip and on
our suggestion the sum of £2,000 was passed in this
House for doing work in respect of the Constitution
Swamp. At that time it was alse likely that there
would be a short crop and we thought that we would
make the money available and employ people as soon
.as the crop was over. The only reason why any of
these schemes has been postponed is because we got
this technical advice that we should wait until some-
thing else has been done.

while the Executive will naturally consider it care-
fully, I repeat that it will not help unemployment.
That is merely a relief scheme for the peasants be-

cause of the short crop. As regards the work at Sea-|
well, we are advised that in the absence of more heavy
equipment including rollers we should not start work |
there ; that is the only reason why that work has not]

been started. In connection with the repairs to the
‘Wharf walls, I must confess that that has not been
substantially brought, recently at any rate, before
the Executive Committee but there are regular re-
ports made as to the condition of these walls and if
there is any reecommendation to the Department that

" guch and such a wharf wall should be repaired, natur-

ally that is something which brooks no delay. With
regard to the construction of the proposed new Ele-
mentary and Secondary Schools, does the hon. senior
member for St. Philip think that we will not start

that the Government gets back]

: The hon. senior member
for St. Philip has made a suggestion as to the relief |
of land tax; that will not help unemployment but it
is a matter which needs careful consideration and!

the erection of St. Leonard’s School, for instance,
when we say that we are starting it? We are starting
the building of the Science Room for Queen’s Col-
lege; we are not neglecting any of these things. As
regards the laying of water mains, a small water
main going into a person’s premises from a large
main is a vastly different thing from the large mains
which we intend to lay. We run small mains for
people who want them but we say: ‘“We do not
guarantee that we will be able to give you the press-
ure and we may not give you the water at all. You
will get the mains until the water is available.”” The
hon. senior member for St. Philip says that if the
Secretary of State for the Colonies knows our condi-
tion the mains will be available. Every colony in
the British Empire is being told the same thing: ‘‘As
quickly as possible we will make them available to
you.”” We are not being accused of sloth or wicked-
ness but of absolute imbecility ; and indeed we on the
Executive would be absolute imbeciles to have the
means of making thousands of friends and put away.
the means of doing so from ourselves. If the hon.
senior member for St. Philip did not want to incite
people against the Labour Government, he would have
asked what progress has been made in respect of these
schemes. As a matter of fact, I see from the file
before me that when the hon. member went with
the deputation to Government House, he did ask cer-
tain questions and got certain replies. (Mr. CRAW-
FORD: I have them here too). I am sorry that I
cannot quote from this file. The hon. member must
appreciate the fact that it is sometimes necessary for
persons in the position of the Head of the Executive
to point out that the Head of the Executive cannot
act alone; in other words when people attempt to sug-
gest to others that they should do something wholly
unconstitutional, they are to be reminded of the
constitutional way of doing things. I cannot say any-
thing more on that particular point but the hon. mem-
ber knows exactly what I am referring to. It would
have been the easiest thing in the world for the hon.
member to question the Government and have clear
and explicit reasons as to why any of these schemes

| had not been started. We have tried to get Execu-

tive engineers along with Mr. Harris so that while he
was doing the tenantry roads they could be doing
something else. Bverybody cannot use a theodolite,
and the East Coast Roed should be a substantial road
if it is to be at all useful. The Seeretary of State
for the Colonies sent us the names of people from
England and we said that we did not want these peo-
ple - o
. Mr. CRAWFORD: I want to step the hon. mem-
ber from further eonfusing himself. For the sake of
;the other speakers I want te say that the proposal
with regard to the East Coast Road is different from
.that of the Cycle Track. The hon., member has sug-
;gested that you would have to do something far more
elaborate in the case of the Bast Coast Road.
Mr. ADAMS: I am referring to the scheme which
.originated when Sir Frank Stockdale was in office. My
recollection is that it was a matter of both the East
Coast Road and the Cyecle Track. ,

Mr. SPEAKER: They are two distinet things.

Mr. CRAWFORD: DPerhaps if I had stopped
the hon. member earlier he would not have said that.
The House passed a Resolution embodying certain
items to which it wanted attention paid and the Gov-
ernment sent down a Resolution for £75,000—its own
figure—as an instalment towards doing this work. The

East Coast Road alone would cost £75,000; the origin-
al estimate was £100,000.
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Mr, ADAMS: This House passed a Resolution
for £75,000 for doing a number of things and in the
Addendum to that Resolution we said that the sen-
tence which appears as paragraph 106 of the Ten
Year Development Plan is not strictly accurate. That
is what I was quoting. The point which I want to
make is this; as far as we are concerned, as long as
we employ as many people as possible, it does mnot
matter where we begin. I should like to remind hon.
memberg that the Government’s schemes are not
schemeg that will employ only carpenters and masons
but also skilled and unskilled labourers: The schemes
are for the employment of as many people-as pos-
sible and for as long as possible; and the Unemploy-
ment Committee 1s still engaged i1n  working out
schemes that will employ people in all the parishes—
not merely artisans but every type of worker.
It is necessary that we find employment for
people in their own parish and keep them from drift-
ing into the town where there is no work for them
to de. I ask the House to see that we who are members
of the Executive Commitiee must of necessity have a
lot more information or knowledge of the situation
which other honourable memberg have not got. If we
do ““A’’ rather than ‘‘B’’ we do not do it out of our
own heads; we do it because the Head of the Depart-
ment or the Engineer consider that we should do “‘A”’
before we do ““‘B’’. It is not to say that the Govern-
ment is doing nothing or that it sits down with the
means of finding work for people and refuses to do

the work. Honourable members do not realise how

money is swallowed up: for instance, Mr. Skinner es-
timates that this further £30,000 which is to be
spent on the tenantry roads will last for about
two or three months. Wi have to watch how
we are doing work: we have to allocate certain
amounts of money to be spent on various types
of work rather than spend money on one type
‘of work and none on the others. I assuna honour-
able members that we are mnot yet senile; we are

‘very eonscious of our responsibility in trying to find

work for people. We do not want, for instance, to
build an abattoir and then knock it down before an
animal is killed in it. If we were to start buying some

‘people’s cement to canalise the Constitution Swamp

and then at the first heavy rain we saw it washed
down, there would be a howl made in this House that
we should have got proper advice first before we start-
ed this work. That is our reason for postponing work

‘work on the Constitution Swamp. We are waiting
‘until Mr. Crowe, the Town Planning Expert, has

completed his plans for beginning the widening of

.the Viectoria Bridge because it would be necessary to

start work on the Swamp from that end. There is
only one thing for which the Government can be

‘blamed and it is that we have not been constantly re-
‘membering that the people of Barbados, perhaps more

80 than any other colony, are extremely critical and
suspicious and they prefer to hear ill of a person than

‘good. As you begin to think that anybody can do any

good, people will have their'doubts. Tt is quite easy
to throw bricks at the Government and say that it is
guilty of murdering children and so forth, and you

“will get more attention paid to you. You will always
‘get people ready to support you in that. Before I sit
‘down, let me say that the Government will give care-
ful consideration to any suggestion that comes from

the House, but the House must remember that there

s far more knowledge possessed by the Government

than mere suggestions made from the floor of the
We have to consider honourable members’
sdggestions and we also have to ask our technieal ex-
perts: ‘““What do you think about so and so; what do

you recommend?’’ And we cannot abandon our own
Judgment because there are conflicting claims being
made between Heads of Departments. For instanece,
the Commissioner of Police is asking that we start
work on the Eagle Hall Police Station while the Di-
rector of Education is asking for work to be started
on a school. If we are advised not to build the Police
Station unless we have steel and steel is not available
we have to consider carefully if we will ignone that
advice and build the Police Station of wood, or take
the advice and build something else until we can get
steel. I repeat that the members of the Executive
Committee will take care to pay due attention to all
that comes from the House, but they also have to use
their own judgment with the adviece which they may
get. I hope that we are not going to hear that we may
reach the stage of wondering if we have enough people
to do the work contemplated to be done in Barbados.

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker,—Knowing that I
shall be accused of throwing bricks at the Govern-
ment I take this opportunity to do so hoping that the
bricks which I throw will result in the building of
schools in St. George (Cheers). Now, Sir, what is the
burden of complaint? The burden of complaint is un-
employment and after the speech of the senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph I can only say this: we need techni-
pal advisers to advise the Giovernment how to govern
this place; they had better, Sir, import some experts
and put them in the Government. It is said, Sir, that
the Constitution Swamp cannot be done. (Mr. ADAMS:
We have not said that it cannot be done). Well, it
has not been done. Why? For the lack of technical
advice. The East Coast road cannot be done for want
of technical advice; the Seawell runway cannot be
done for want of technical advice and so the refrain
goes on. There seems to be only one man in this
world who can use a theodolite. Sir, this is a dis-
graceful state of affairs, especially when we know that
so many people are unemployed. It would appear
that we are incapable of finding people in this island
who are capable of putting into operation schemes
that will provide employment for the people. Do we
need people to come here and tell us how to cut soft
stone, how to build walls with it and how to plaster
the walls? Mr. Spieaker, I happen to know that if
the Government is waiting on steel and material of
that nature, it is not going to get them. Wood can be
used to the same advantage as st-el, especially in these
days when we have to improvise. Are private in-
dividuals sitting down and doing nothing because
they cannot get steel? No, Sir; they are putting
up buildings of stone and wood. It is said that these
schemes cannot be done but I say that they are not
being done. There must be in this island men who can
use theodolites. There are several engineering firms in

“this island who can be paid fees to survey these areas

and have the work started. The complacent attitude
of this Government is to be deprecated; it is in my
opinion one of thinking only of getting votes at the
next election. T am not thinking of getting votes. T
am here to carry out my responsibility to the people.
I think it is time that this Government wake up and
do something to give the people the employment which
they so much need.

Mr. GARNER: There is nothing I can add to
this debate that I have not said already. The pro-
jects mentioned in this Address were first introduced
in this House by your humble servant, Mr. Speaker,
sometime in June last year. I was at pains to point

.out that ‘he Government would be reluctant to imple-

ment these various schemes and, Sir, I can only
come to the conclusion that where you have a recalei-
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trant body of men or men filled with inertia, no
people can  hope to get anything done. I
have always said that we need in this island of Bar-
bados a combination of men on the Executive Com-
mittee, so that there wi'l be no one-man show but a
display of talent and initiative (Hear, hear). Per-
haps it is because thig group of schemes has come from
the other Party that there is no implementation of
them, for fear that the other Party would get the
credit. The initiative, as far as these projects are
concerned, was not displayed by the Government side,
therefore, no implementation ; that is how I feel about
it. It is about time that this foolishness is stopped and
let us get some work done because people are starving
—purely and simply starving. I bad hoped that by
now the East Coast Road would have been nearly
finished. I had hoped that by now work would have
been started on Seaw:dl runway and employment pro-
vided for people in Christ Church and St. Philip on
the border of Christ Church ; we have heard a lot about
‘technicalities but there is no technicality in that. It
-‘would appear that unless the people are forced to the
point where they must force their leaders to do some-
thing to give them relief, the Government will not
move; that will be a very sad hour and I hope not to
see it. It is no use, time after time when an Address
.of this sort comes before the House, the Leader of the
House and members of his Party getting up and mak-
ing excuses and then sitting back complacently and
doing nothing ; excuses are not enough. That will go on
for a certain time but it cannot endure. Somebody
‘said sometime ago ‘“You can fool some of the people
some of the time but you cannot fool all the people all
the time.”” While you sit here and argue these things
.out in detail and try to make a pretty picture as to
why the Government has not done this or that, the
people are outside starving and are expecting some-
thing from the Government. You cannot do that all
the time. The rope is of a given length and you run
that length until you come to the end and when the
people say ‘‘Halt! we want work’’, you will find that
your excuses mean nothing and you will have to face
facts. I feel that it is time the Government wake up
and get a Coalition so that there can be some initi-
ative and some movement. As I see it now, what has
it got? What is this Government made up of? Not
a young man to do anything at all! No virility, no
strength! You want youth and vigour on the Govern-
ment, Mr. Speaker. They are becoming incapacitated
‘because they have lived their days. In other advanc-
ed countries they say to men like these ‘‘Go; we want
new blood.”” Why should we not do the same here?
It is not always that men who have been to Harrison
College or Oxford University have ideas; sometimes
they are devoid of ideas. Look around and see the
people who really run the affairs of this world—
people who have commonsense and tact. I can say a
1ot by way of attack on this Executive Committee. T
do not however want to attack them very spriously but
-something must be done. All these projects would be
implemented if there was a coalition of Parties; there
‘would be no jealousy but because this is a one-man
show anything that comes from the other side is set
aside. All we hear is that this or that has been con-
gidered in detail and it cannot be done; everything
cannot be done. That cannot go on for long. The peo-
ple will know exactly who are their leaders, will get
what they want and what hag bieen denied them. After
all, we do not come here merely to change the Vestry
system or vote moneav to bring some expert here to in-
vestigate conditions in the Fire Brigade, for instance.
‘We do not have time for those things now. There is 2

time for everything under the sun. Owing to the seri-
ous drought we have experienced, we should take a
glimpse into the future and see if we can do some-
thing to really help the mass of people who are
unemployed. That is the work of the Executive Com-
mittee and because it has not initiative it refuses to
implement these projects which have been put for-
ward by other people; that is the keynote to the
whole thing. They are jealous and cannot rise to
great heights. I am sorry that the people of this
country have not yet secured the true, natural leader-
ship to which they are really entitled.

Mr. SPEAKER : I think the honourable mem-
ber is trying to show that the reasons given by the
Government are ill-founded.

Mr. GARNER : Yes, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER : So far, you have not attempt-
ed anything like that.

Mr. GARNER : I consider that it is only inertia
on the part of the Government that has caused these
schemes not to be carried out. We have in this island
at the present moment an engineer with whom I have
had many conversations and it is not beyond his
ability to supervise thp execution of some of these
schemes. We have had interviews with him at the
Highways Board in St. Philip and he has impressed
us that he is quite cdpable of doing some of this work;
therefore, it is not a matter of waiting on the Crown
Agents to select somebody and send him here to do
this work. That is a joke.

Mr. ADAMS : The honourable member must
not misquote me. I said that the Secretary of State
for the Colonies submitted the names of two English-
men and the Government turned them down.

Mr. GARNER : We all make mistakes; it is
human to err. I am saying that we have the men and
the material on the spot. It is not to say that we
cannot get engineers to supervise this work. We have
a capable man by the name of Harris in the island at
the moment. He is only doing work on contract,
therefore, it is up to him to do as little as he can at a
time so that the work can be spread over a period of
years. Mr. Speaker, I do not care what apology or
excuse members of the Executive Committee make.
It is in their hands to see these schemes carried out
but they do not want to carry them out. They do
not propose to carry them out because they have
shown no signs whatever that they intend to carry
them out. All the progress that has been made is the
result of the efforts made on the floor of this House
by members other than members of the Government
and of the Party in power. That does not speak well
for the Government, therefore, they do not want to
implement these schemes. That is the point I want
to make. Mr. Speaker, this sort of behaviour cannot
go on all the time because while they are here discuss-
ing various aspects of the Government, the mass of
people is suffering. There is no maybe, about it, Mr.
Speaker; the people are suffering and that is not put-
ting it in any exaggerated form at all. It is time
somebody censures this Government for its inability
to initiate something to relieve the lot of the masses
in this island; it is about time, Mr. Speaker. And
what is more?—this is a very serious point—when
the Resolution came down in reply to my Address the
Government said that the £75,000 was the first instal-
ment, which shows that it had it in mind that those
schemes would require a lot more money than that
amount ; so that to get up here and make apologies as
to the whys and wherefores is only making sport. We
have just reaped a short crop. The plantations are
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not employing people because no rain is falling and
it is the duty of the Government to protect the people
and see that they get sufficient to keep body and soul
together while there is hardship in the land. And I
think that that should come from a Labour Govern-
ment. If it does not come from a Labour Govern-
ment what charge can it make against a Conservative
Government?

Mr. SPEAKER : The point which the honour-
able member is making is not in keeping with the
terms of this Address.

Mr. GARNER : They have made an attempt to
show that they have not been able to implement these
sechemes but I am disagreeing with them in toto be-
eause it is the business of the Government to find
work for the people while there is no private em-
ployment going on. It is the Government’s duty to
do that and if these schemes were put before them a
year ago, by now all or nearly all of them should have
been implemented and work provided for the people.
So that to make excuses as to why they have not been
carried out cannot satisfy the propounder of these
schemes. I happen to be that person and I feel
strongly on the matter because it is doing me an
injustice ; that is the way I feel about it. If I were a
membeg of the Party to which members of the Govern~
ment belong, those schemes would be carried out but
because I do not happen to be a member of that Par-
ty, they are hidden away. Mr. Speaker, I am sorry
that I have had to speak so long on this guestion but
it is quite time that this Government wake up to its
responsibilities. 'We have begun to find out that the
sugar industry cannot employ all the people because
of the mechanization of it and the Government will
have to devise ways and means to give the people
some aid either in the form of work or in some other
form. 'It cannot go on like this forever. Something
must happen, otherwise our society will deteriorate;
it must deteriorate because in the final analysis when
‘a man who has a family goes home week after week
with no money to buy food for his children, their
morale must weaken. I am hoping that this Govern-
ment will not only make excuses and apologise as to
wliyv it has not started this or that scheme but that
it will get down to business and will find itself initi-
ating some scheme whereby workers will get some-
thing to do. Throughout the world, there are times
when Public Works Departments or some other De-
partments of Governments have to do things even if
they borrow the money to find work for people. We
cannot only rely on planning and budgeting and hav-
ing a veserve in the Treasury. What, after all, is a
large reserve in the Treasury when so much misery
and suffering are prevalent amongst us? Money is
rothing when compared with hunger, sickness, priva-
tion, disease, and other ailments. I repeat that when
these things are rampant in the island you have a
demoralized society. I say that it is about time that
this Government cease to make excuses, but fight the
issues as it were and fall into line with more advanced
thinkers in the House. The Executive Committee, as
it is comprised, may have one or two alert minds on
it but it is not truly representative of this House and
when only one Party is represented on the Executive
Committee, that is not a true sign of what the people
really want. If we had a strong Coalition, I repeat,
it would be quite different; initiative and talent
would be brought to bear.

Mr. SPEAKER : Do not let us discuss that any
longer. ' :

Mr. GARNER : I am not going to discuss it any
longer but I hope that this Government will wake up
before long and present something tangible which

will give relief to the suffering masses in this colony
because there are those who are really suffering
through no fault of their own. I know that there are
people who will not work if you offer them the post
of Manager of a Bank. We are not talking about
them at all; we are talking about people who really
want work. Finally, I would like to say that we are
thankful that we have secured a small quota for
U.S.A. and I hope that the delegation that is about
to leave for the U.S.A. will get a little more for us,
so that we will be relieved of some of the unemployed
we have in our midst. .

Mr. MOTTLEY : Mr. Speaker,—A debate of
this nature can do a lot of good and I hope there will
be ns display of political bigotry and that members
of this House who are members of the Government
will take what is said as having been said in good
faith. There are certain qualities lacking, Sir, in the
Government; some of its members are lacking in tact,
are apparently too suspicious and are sometimes a
little too irritable. I feel, Sir, that these criticisms,
construetive in many ways, should give the Govern-
ment the urge to do things. Now, the Address which
has been brought in by the senior member for St.
Philip has for its main object the question of employ-
ment immediately. I do not suppose that anyone,
even the supporters of the Government, would
attempt to say that the Address is inopportune, un-
necessary or anything of the sort. 1 suppose all agree
that the necessity for this Address is very apparent,
more especially when we see around us everyday
people who are unemployed, who are really in need
of work, who are in search of work and who are not
being helped. I am more concerned with the reply
which has been given on behalf of the Government
this afternoon. I was at pains to note some of the
things which were said by the Leader of this House
in reply to the criticisms offered by the mover of this
Address. He said that more people can be employed
if the tenantry roads were done than if some of the
other things were done and mentioned the East Coast
Road as one of the other things. The question which T
would like to be answered is this : would it not be
possible in the circumstances—the circumstances being
rampant unemployment—to carry on with the tenan-
try roads and also with the East Coast Road under
the supervision of the newly employed engineer, Mr.
Harris? That is what I would like to know and that
has not been stated yet. Would it not be better to
embark on the two projects at the same time and give
relief to more people than to wait until the tenantry
roads are finished? 1T take it that that is a question
which the Government could, at least, answer. As
regards the reclamation of the Constitution Swamp,
do not let the honourable members of this House who
are members of the Executive Committee think that
all the brains are on that body. HExpert advice is
necessary in some cases, and all the Government has
told us up to now, in regard to the reclamation of this
Swamp, is that it is necessary to get expert or techni-
cal advice. We know that it is necessary to get ex-
pert advice and I agree with the Leader of the House
100 per cent. that it is necessary to get expert advice
but he has not told us yet that the Government has
taken steps to get that advice.

Mr. ADAMS : The honourable member seems
to have forgotten what I said. We have had con-
trary advices and the latest advice is that we must net
start until the Victoria Bridge has been done,

Mr. MOTTLEY : ‘‘It is necessary,’’ he said, ‘‘to
get techmical adviee for doing the Constitution
Swamp.

9
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Mr. ADAMS : I said that we must get technical
advice when certain things are being done, particu-
larly the Constitution Swamp, the latest adv1ce in
connection with which is that the Vietoria Bridge
must be done first.

Mr. MOTTLEY : Up to now he has not said
that the Government has got that techmical advice.
Obviously, the Government has been told that it
should get technical advice but up to now he has not
said if it has obtained this technical advice. I am
sure that honourable members of this House appre-
ciate that this technical advice is necessary and feel
that if this Government has obtained it, they are
entitled to a fuller explanation of the matter; at least
I would do that if I were the Leader of the House.
Now, as regards the other projects—construction of
the East Coast Road, development of the airport and
construction of the runway at Seawell, repair to the
wharf walls and so on—here again I wonder if the
honourable member realizes that we who are outside
the Government know that there are several qualified
engineers in this country; we have Thomas, Simpson,
Hutson, Pilgrim ‘Williams—all of these engineers,
among others in this country. During the War, we
had to call on these men to do construction work for
the Government, for example, the Cassava Factory.
If at this time you agree that there is all this unem-
ployment, then is it necessary to argue that you can-
not get qualified men from England through the Sec-
retary of State for the Colonies when you have so
many qualified engineers in this island? Can’t you
find one, at least, who would be willing, if called upon
to carry out some of these schemes? There is no sense
in the Government feeling that because of these ecriti-
cisms repressive or reactionary measures should be
taken to prevent people from congregating or coming
together; there is no sense, I repeat, in doing that.
The next thing we shall see in the Official Gazette is
that people cannot come into the Public Building
yard.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member must
leave that out of this debate.

Mr. MOTTLEY: But it is an action which I
deplore.

Mr. SPEAKER: I tell the honourable member
that it has nothing to do with this debate.

* Mr. MOTTLEY: I appreciate that, Mr. Speak-
er, because 1 am the last person to associate myself
with mob rule.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is out
of order.

" Mr. MOTTLEY: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I am not
discussing that point any longer I have left that and
will discuss something else.
about these experts which are necessary. What
about the Colonial Enginser? Is he not a quali-
fied engineer? T agree that you must have some
expert advice buf, as I have saild, there are
qualified engineers in our midst whose services, I
am sure, could be secured, if the Government
take steps to secure them, to assist in some of
these schemes. This, as T have said, is a matter
in which there should be no display of political bigo-
try; there should be no political jealousy as has been
hinted to. The suggestions which have been made
tiave been put forward, in my opinion, with the view
of assisting in relieving unemployment in the island
and the Government should do something in the mat-
ter. Finally, I should like to say this: It is true that
we might pass an Address in this Chamber which,
when it is studied with moderation, the elected mem-
" bers advising the Government might see the necessity
to amend but the actual refusal to implement the

The Government talks |;

terms of that Address must, some day, have its re-
percussions. I know honourable members may be
overzealous in having Addresses put through and
after those Addresses have been passed they may be
amended, but as far as the actual substance of those
Addresses and what they stand for are concerned, the
Government should be very careful how it deals with
those Addresses. I have heard a great deal to-day
about giving away our rights, interference with the
Constitution and things of that nature but nothing in
my opinion is more a giving away of our rights than
if we sit here from time to time and pass Addresses
and then, in due course, the recommendations in some
of those Addresses are not implemented and there is
passive resistance as is apparently being shown in this
House. I repeat that the Government should not only
statg that it must have technical advice but it should
take steps to get that technical advice and some of our
local engineers can be used to relieve the situation.
The Leader of the House has told us that the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies actually recommended
two unqualified men and the Government, may be
quite rightly, turned them down. If the situation in
Great Britain is such that the Colonial Office recom-
mends unqualified men, should we not make use of
the qualified men in our midst? I am one of those
people who like to be moderate. I cannot imagine
any sane person to-day in public life who would wil-
fully attempt to block any measure which tends to
relieve the unemployment situation but I must admit
that on the face of it, it would appear to me that there
is not that amount of initiative which is necessary
on the part of the Government. I do not believe
that any person or persons in the Government or out-
side the Government would be so stupid as to block
any measure which hag for its object an improvement
in the standard of living of the people—election or
no elzetion they cannot afford to do it. There must
be more initiative, more original thinking on the part
of the Government if the mass of unemployed people
in this island is to be given relief.

Mr. 8. A, WALCOTT: I am supporting this
Address but 1 hope that it will not be just a waste of
time as has been the case with other Addresses nassed
in this House. This Address is practically on the
same lines as one which was passed about a year ago
and what has the Government done? They have spent
£25,000 in repairing the tenantry roads. The Resolu-
tlon which this’ House passed specified several things
to be done. We have heard today from the honourable
senior member for St. Joseph the reasons why the
other things have not been done: they want technical
advice. ‘

Mr. ADAMS: That is not true. I said that mem-
bers of the Executive Committee must take technical
advice. We are not sending for any experts or any-
thing of the sort.

Mr. 8. A. WALCOTT: Well the honourable
member has the technical advice and he has done no-
thing. He has had the materials and I think he has
very freely expressed what honourable members on
this side of the House think of the members of the
Government, that some of them are fit for the insti-
tution down Black Rock. T would like to
say however that it takes men with brains
to go to that Institution so that all  the
advisers of the Governor could mnot go down
there. We are passing a serious Address this after-
noon and here it is that two members of the Execu-
tive, two of the advisers of the Governor, are not in
their places to hear what honourable members have to
say! They cannot tell the Governor what members of
the House say. Mr. Harris is put to look after the
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tenantry roads, but these roads could easily be looked
after by the Highway Commissioners of the various
parishes and Mr. Harris could see after the East
Coast Road. In that way two sets of people would be
employed, but they are taking a sledge-hammer to
kill an ant when they put an engineer to repair the
antry roads. For a year this Government has spent
'#5,000 on an unemployment scheme and the honour-
able senior member for St. Joseph has said that an-
other £30,000 is contemplated being spent. If they
are spending £25,000 a year on an unemployment
scheme, God help the unemployed in Barbados.
i Mr. HAYNES: I rise wholeheartedly to support
+#%his Addrcss and in doing so I would Like. to offer some
construetive-ideas to help the Head of the Adminis-
tration and his advisers. As the honourable senior
member for St. James has said, I see no reason why
Mr. Harris should be tied down to the tenantry roads
alone. After all, Mr. Harris is only there in an ad-
visory capacity; he could undertake seeing after the
tenantry roads and he is also fully qualified to under-
take the survey of the East Coast Road. I have lis-
tened very carefully to the honourable senior member
for St. Joseph but I feal that there is no urge to get on
with the various projects which we all know were
wholeheartedly supported in this House in an Address
from the representatives of the people of this island.
It looks to me as if there is no use in our getting here
and passing Addresses to the Head of the Adminis-
tration with regard to certain matters and then no
attention is paid to them. My advice to the Govern-
ment is that they have not got enough technical abil-
jty. An item in the Address which this House passed
was the canalisation of the Constitution Swamp ; why
can’t they ask the neighbouring colony of Trinidad,
for instance, to send up a man to give expert advice as
to the removal of that awful eyesore to the City of
Bridgetown? I am not too sure if Mr. Boyle is not in
the island at the present moment making surveys in
Carlisle Bay and he could be brought to do that work
at which he is quite an adept. Mir Boyle was asked some
years ago when he was in our employ to go to Jamaica
to give advice ag regards harbour improvement and
surely he could help us in this matter. Unless some
urge is forthcoming from the so-called head of the
spring in relation to the Government, matters will al-
ways lie in abeyance. To my mind, the time is ripe
for them to take action; let them put their heads to-
gether, follow the terms of the Address and get ahead
with these projects. I do not want to be any pessimist,
but I think that most of us feel and realise that this
year is going to be a similar year to last year as re-
gards the crop. If that is the case, I would like to
know how we are going to employ all the agricultural
Igbour that is available in this island apart from
emigration. Even if the Government failed with some
of these schemes it would be far better for the Gov-
ernment to carry on with them and see that something
is done than leave them over until tomorrow. As re-
gards the much-debated East Coast Road, a Resolu-
tion came down from the Colonial Development and
‘Welfare Organisation some years ago in connection
with the construction of this Road. I was in support
of it and later when I asked a question about the Road
I was informed that the scheme had been washed out,
that the Colonial Development and Welfare Organi-
sation was quite through with it. Money which was
not even ours and which could have been spent is all
gone. Now we have to find money of our own and we
are told that nothing has been done and we have all
this pressing need around us! The present time is the
opportune time to go ahead and get something begun
in connection with this scheme. T know that T will

be told that I am personally concerned with the mat-
ter, but we are all personally concerned with it be-
cause we all live in Barbados; and if we are not con-
cerned with it in one way we are concerned with it in
another. I know that four or five very heavily-signed
petitions in connection with the construction of this
Road are lying down in the Colonial Secretary’s Office
now. These petitions have been signed from all parts
of Barbados asking that the construction of this road
be undertaken. I have been told that it was pathetic
to see people erowding into the little park at Bath-
sheba on Whit Monday ; there was no room for them
and there are four miles of undeveloped coast which
could be looked after so that people could be allowed
to enjoy themselves! This is not Venezuela or one of
those big places with unlimited areas; every square
inch of land in Barbados is of great value because our
people want it, and if we do not try and develop it,
we are, to my mind, committing a great sin. I am
hoping that this Address will bear fruit. I am sure
that the honourable senior member for St. Joseph has
listened very carefully to the remarks that have been
made; I am sure that some of these ideas will be con-
sidered and we will get some activity at least out of
the presentation of this Address.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before the question is put,
I just want to make a few final observations in reply
to some of the remarks which have been made. A lot
of the criticism which I intended to make will not be
made now because of the fact that I have realised that
in many cases the remarks made by the honourable
senior member for St. Joseph are the result of ignor-
ance of matters under discussion. If a man does not
know a thing it is neally uncharitable to criticise him
for not knowing it, although if I do not know Portu-
guese ad 1 attempt to speak it, I lay myself open to a
lot of citicism for venturing into a field of which I
know nothing. But let us recall one or two of the
observations that have been made. With reference 1o
the inclusion of the Wharf Walls in this Address, the
honourable senior member for St. Joseph said that
there had not been any recent report about these
walls. Well, in the Estimates which were passed a
few months ago, in one of the Appendices it was
pointed out that of the total amount voted since 1946
for repairs to the Wharf Walls there is still a balance
of £2,400 unexpended. A few months ago the Gov-
ernment issued a statement to the effect that no work
would be done on the wharf Walls until after
the rainy season; but the rainy season is now
over and since this money was made available two
years ago, it is time that we utilise the remainder of
the amount voted. We do not want any report from
the Public Works Department or from any engineer
with regard to that; we agreed to do that work two
years ago and it should be undertaken more especially
at this time in order to provide employment. With
regard to the Constitution Swamp, the remarks made
were very illuminating and in this connection I want
to say this: on the last three occasions when I en-
quired from the authorities about the failure to start
this work, I had a different answer given me on each
occasion. I was told ‘that the equipment for doing
it had not yet come from Trinidad and when the
equipment came, the rainy season was expected and
we could not start. What I know has hield up the mat-
ter for a few months is that the Government were
haggling with the Church Authorities over the price
of a piece of land near the Dearnery and the Colonial
Secretary was authorised to bring the owners to the
Secretariat and discuss the matter. Mr. MorTrEy:
I was there). Thit honourable senior member for
the City says that he was there. I think the price
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. asked for the land was £3,000 or something like that

and the GQovernment could not make up their
minds as to what was to be paid for the land. Imstead
of telling the House that that was holding up the mat-
ter, the honourable senior member for St. Joseph re-

. fers to the Ten Year Development Plan and says that

I along with himself and others signed the statement

.to the effect that we cannot do anything with the

Constitution Swamp until we have attended to the

. Victoria Bridge. Months after both he and I signed

the Ten Year Development Plan, the honourable mem-

. ber made this statement in the House: ‘‘The state-
. ment in paragraph 106 of the Ten Year Development

Plan that the work cannot be undertaken until the
present Vietoria Bridge has been widened is mnot
strictly accurate.”” The honourable ‘member made

_that statement in this House only in July last year;
.and why does he bother to refer now to the Ten Year
Plan? Hp
_advice but the latest advice is that they are haggling
_over the price of the piece of land near tha Deanery.
I want to submit that even although the Government

has said that they have got different

realigz that the best way to cateh votes and make poli-
tieal capital is to give work to people, the motivating

factor in their decision, the over-ruling factor, the

more important factor than catching votes is, as has

"been emphasized by the honourable junior member

for St. Philip, that they should not touch these pro-

_jects because they were brought up by thrir political

opponents. There is no justifiable reason, no scien-
tific reason for not starting on the work outlined in

“this Address, Mr. Speakier, let us take the observa-
“tion that the Government has spent almost all of the

£75,000 which was voted ; they spent £25,000 on the
tenantry roads last year and they envisage spending
about £30,000 again' this year on-these roads. They
are going ahead like a wild fire and they will soon be
finished spending all of it, Apparent'y the honour-

-able senior member for St. Joseph wag assuming that
. it was the desire of the House that this £75,000 should
‘be thg beginning and the end of the expenditure on
~works to reliéve umemployment, but nothing eould

be further from the truth. In the original Address
passed by this House on the initiative of the honour-
able junior member for St. Philip, this was stated:
“The House is convinced that work on the above, if
undertaken, as far as possible simultaneously,
would provide employment for some time, for upwards

-of 3,500 workers from every parish in the island,
-would place upwards of a million dollars in ecircula-
“tion throughout thg island, and in addition to the
:economic

advantages which would accrue, would
also provide improvements which are needed vitally
in the island.”” In other words, the House in pass-
envisaged
that these projeets would cost over one million

.dollars, over £200,000, and nearly a year afterwards
_the honourable senior member for St. Joseph attempts

to make it appear that because they have spent one-
third of the first instalment and hope to spend anoth-
er one-third in another year or o, they are doing fine;
whereas we envisaged an expenditure of over £200,000

.on thesq projects. That Resolution was merely to start
the work. Ag a matter of fact, the Government in the

Addendum to the Resolution stated this: ¢‘ This Reso-

Tution is to provide funds to enable work to be started

on the schemes mentioned therein.’” The Govern-

ment admitted that this £75,000 was merely for be-

ginning the work; not to spend one-third of it at the
end of a year and another one-third at the end gf
another year. The Government went on to say this in

the Addendum to the Resolution: ‘‘In some cases de-

tailed estimates are not yet available and it is possible
that additional funds may be required. ”' We have
not yet been asked for a single cent in addition to the

.remain as white

first instalment and the first instalment has not yet
been spent a year after it was made available to the
Government ; and the honourable member tells us that
what it amounts to is buying cement from somebody
and the rain washing it away.

Mr. ADAMS: Those of us who know the hon-
ourable senior member for St. Philip would expect
him to tell an untruth. I never said anything about
the rain washing it away.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I would like to ask the Offi-
cial Reporter to read out what the honourable mem-
ber said.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member said
that he was advisad by the technical adviser that to
use cement in putting down the Constitution Drain
would be a waste of money except the Bridge was
done.

Mr. CRAWFORD: He quoted the Ten Year
Plan to that effect and he did say also that what it

‘amounts to is buying cement from somebody and the

rain washing it away. Of course, he ought to know.

- His Board bought a lot of cement, to erect latrines,

ete. at Black Rock, nobody used them yet and they
elephants. They would there-
fore wasie cement on this project. As regards the
East Coast Road, it is a very debatable qulestion
as to whether that road will take less labour
than the tenantry roads; the estimated cost of the
construction of this Road ig £100,000., We have been
working on the tenantry roads for a year, and we have
spent only £25,000 and from these two sets of figures
any reasonably intelligent person can deduct reason-
able conclusions. To say that we will work on the ten-
antry roads because they will provide more employ-
ment than the East Coast Road is not strictly in aec-
cordance with the facts. The honourable genior mem-
ber for St. Joseph has advanced the excuse that they
are planning to bring down the Land Aecquisition Bill

immediately after the Public Health Bill so that the

Government will be legally enable to acquire any land
it wants in that area at the cheapest possible
price; but what is thery to prevent the provisions
of the Land Aecquisition Bil from bring made
retroactive if we start on the East Coast Road
now? We must bear in mind that if the Government
is desirous of doing some of the East Coast Road they
should start to survey it now, because the Director of
Highways and Transport has said that the surveying
alone would take about three months to be done.

‘Therefore if they are planning to start this Road after

the Land Acquisition Bill has been passed, at least
they should start the surveying now; so that by the
time that the surveying is finished the legislation
would have been enacted and they could start
the Road immediately. But what we havs heard
is only just another attempt made to try if you can
to apologise for the delay in starting this work.
A part of what the new Engineer Mr. Harris is
doing is to inspect the work done by the wvari-
ous parishes after they have finished spending
their grant before the Department of Highways and
Transport gives another grant towards the repair of
the tenantry roads. Mr. Harris can undertake both
the tenantry roads and the survey of the East Coast
Road. I am sur- that if he were asked tomorrow, he
would say that it is quite easy to do both at the same
time. The Director of Highways and Transport has
admitted that Mr. Harris is perfectly capable of un-
dertaking the survey of the East Coast Road and

1 there are other people who are employved in Trin-

idad who can wuse a theodolite and who could
assist in gotting this survey done If this sur-
vey is going to ‘take three months, although I

do mnot see it can take that time, at least the
time to begin that survey is now, At the
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rate at which we are going at present, we will not
start this survey by this time next year, if, of course,
the people’s representatives allow that. Finally, as to
the question of laying water mains I want to say that
it is not true to say that if the Colonial Office or the
Crown Agents supply these mains we will get them.
I would like to know how the Colonial Office knows
or the Crown Agents know that we want large mains;
as g matter of fact, no monsy has been voted to acquire
any mains for extending the water supply. All we
voted is #£112,000 for the purpose of acquir-
ing equipment and additional machinery for
bringing thg water to the surface. In other words,
if the House agree to the passing of this Address to-
day, a Resolution will have to be sent down by the
Government to provide money to order the mains for
which the Address is asking. If people do not know
what they are talking about, they must make a lot of
egregious mistakes. My opinion is that we should use
the large mains which we have in distriects which are
populated rather than supply them to small properties.
‘The first thing which the Government has to do is to
aceept the suggestion to start an extensive laying
down of mains; they should come to the House and
ask for the money to do it. If the honourable senior
member for St. Joseph says that other colonies are
also trying to get mains then I say that the small
quantity which we use from time to time is what we
have asked for. As a matter of fact, in his Report Mr.
Roddam said nothing about water mains. From page
to page of his Report Mr. Roddam says: ‘‘Get the
machinery here’’, and I presume his idea was that he
"is concerned with the engineering end of the matter
"and it is the business of the local Government to get
the mains. We have not yet informed the Colonial
Office that we want any large quantity of water mains.
(Mr. Apams: He does not know). I know more about
it than you; I am quite willing to sit down and let you
say what is true. I repeat that the Government has
not yet ordered through the Colonial Office the neces-
sary water mains which the extemsion of pumping
machinery envisaged in the Roddam Report will ne-
cessitate. On such a vital question as water we can-
not afford to go to sleep. We expect the machinery
pext year so let us put down the mains, install the
machinery when we get it and we will have every-
thing ready to supply the people of this country with
the water which they need. If there were more time
at my disposal I could produce other information
which will substantiate the position. I am asking hon-
ourable members to adopt in passing this Address; but
T think T have said enough as to make it unmistak-
ably clear that the House will be well advised to in-
timate to the Executive that we expect action to be

taken along the lines suggested in the Address. I do.

not think it is necessary for me to say anything more

hut to ask honourable members to agree to the motion |.

for the passing of this Address and remind the Gov-

ernment, as honourable members have already remind-

fid them, that we expect them to take action before we
0 80.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that this Ad-
dress do now pass. Honourable members in favour of
that will please say ‘“Aye’’, those against will please
say ‘‘No’’. T think the ‘“Ayes’’ have it. I will ask
the honourable senior member for St. Philip and the
honourable junior member for St. George to present
this Address.

Mr. CRAWFORD: As Your Honour pleases.

Mr. SYMMONDS: As Your Honour pleases.

ACCOMMODATION OF VISITORS TO
THE HOUSE.
Mr. ADAMS: The Order Paper remains as it is.

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the honourable member
moves the adjournment of the House, I want to in-
form honourable members that for today’s sitting I
have made certain arrangements for the accommoda-
tion of visitors to the House and I hope that honour-
able members will agree with those arrangements. If
honourable members are not satisfied with the ar-
rangements they can speak to me about them.

Mr. MOTTLEY : Will the arrangements be pub-
lished ?

Mr. SPEAKER: No. I did not think of doing
that; I have informed honourable members of the
arrangements and I feel that is sufficient. The ar-
rangements which I make are for the benefit of mem-
bers of the House.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Provided that they will not
restrict the attendance of the publie.

Mr. SPEAKER: The public cannot get more ac-
commodation than we have to give them. When the
House has more accommodation then we will be able
to accommodate more visitors, but not until then. To-
morrow there is to be a meeting of the Select Commit-
mittee appointed to consider and report on the ameni-
ties of the House and I hope that the honourable
member will attend.

Mr. CRAWFORD:: If the public feel like stand-
ing I do not think that we should interfere with that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The arrangements are for the
convenience of the House as well as for visitors.

Mr. MOTTLEY: These arrangements are only
for today.

" Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, and tomorrow I am hop-
ing to have a meeting of the Select Committee ap-
pointed in econneection with the matter.

THE ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this House.do
new adjourn to this day week at twelve o’clock, noon.
Mr. TALMA : I beg to second that. :

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that the words

““this day week’’ be deleted in order to insert the
words ‘‘this day fortnight’’.

Mr. GARNER: I beg to seecond that.

Mr. SPEAKER: A motion has been made that
this House mow adjourn to this day week. An
amendment has been moved that the words ‘‘this day
week’’ be deleted in order to insert the words ‘‘this
day fortnight’’ The question is that the words pro-
posed to be deleted stand part of the meotion. Hon-
ourable members in favour of that will please say
¢t Aye’’, those against will please say ‘‘No’’. I think
the ‘“Noes’’ have it.

A division was taken as follows:—

Awyes: Messrs Husanps, Marp, Cox, Apams and
BRANCEER—S5.

Noes: Dr. WiLsoN, Messts SymmoNDs, CrAw-
ForD, GarNER, Haynms, Dowomia, S. A. Warcort,
‘Warp and MorTtEY—9.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been decided
in the negative, five honourable members voting
““Aye”, and nine honourable members voting ‘‘No’’,
The question now is that the words ‘‘this day fort-
night’’ be inserted in the blank created. Honourable
members in favour of that will please say ‘‘Aye’”’,
those against will please say ‘‘No’’. I think the
‘“ Ayes’’ have it.

The question that this House do now adjourn
to this day fortnight at twelve o’clock noon was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Mr. SPEAKER accordingly adjourned the House to
Tuesday, the 1st day of June, 1948, at twelve o’clock
nooxn.
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