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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

'fueshY, 18th MW, 1948. 
Pursuant to adjournment; the House of Assem- 

bly met at 12 o'clock, noon, today. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. G. B. EVELYN (#peaker), His 
Honour Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKEB (Deputy Speaker), 
Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, Messrs. L. E. SMITH, F. L. W& 

.̂+ COTT, K. N. R. HUSBANDS, M. E. COX, A. E. S. LEWIS, 
C. E. TALMA, G. H. ADAMS, B.A., H. D. BUCKMAN, 
J. A. BAYNES, B.A., H. A. DOWDING, S. A. WALCOTT, 
and E. L. WARD. 
. Prayers are read. 

Mr. W ~ I N S O N  enters the House and takes his 
seat. 

MINUTES. 

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on 

X 
the 11th May, 1948, having been circulated are taken 
as read and confirmed. 

Messrs MOTTLEY, CRAWFORD, SYMMONDS, GARNER, 
and MAPP enter the House and take their seats. 

PAPERS LAID 
4 4 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour 
to lay on the table of the House the following Papers: 

Message No. 6/1948 from His Excellency the 
Governor with reference to Sir W. Robertson7s Mes- 

--- U - --- 
BILL READ A FIRST TIME. 

On the motion of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by Mr. 
BUCKMAN, a BiU to amend the Settlement of the 
Poor and Bastardy Act, 1897 (1897-6) is read a first 
,. .ime . 

Dr. WILSON and Messrs GALE and FOSTEB enter 
the House and take their seats. 

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. 
CUMMINS, the senior member for St. Michael (Mr. 
COX) is appointed Chairman of Committees for to- 
day's sitting. 

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60. 

Mr. ADAMS : I ask leave, Mr. Speaker, to move 
the suspension of Rule 60 in order to enable the 
House to take Orders Nos. 28 and 5 respectively as 
the first and second Orders of the Day. 

There being no objection the honourable mem- 
ber is granted leave to proceed. 

Mr. ADABIS : I beg to mova that Rule 60 be now 
suspended. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
The question that Rule 60 be now suspended is 

put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

THE EMERGENCY POWERS (HURRICANE 
AND EARTHQUAKE) BILL. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The flrst Order stands in the 
sage No. 22 the lst and the 

of the House of dated the 25th of 
?_ October, 1927, on the subject of this colony's adher- 

ence to the Intercolonial Repatriation Agreement, and 
inviting the views of the House whether this Colony 
should now accede to the Agreement. 

Report No' 34 On the Improve- 
merit of the Water supply Scheme to the 3lst March, 
1948. 

NOTICE. 

Dr. CUMMINS gives notice of a Bill to amend the 
settlement of the Poor and Bastardy Act, 1897 
(1897-6). 

Y F  

name of the honourable senior member for St. Jos- 
eph,Second reading of a Bill to make provision for 
the welfare and the safety of the community in cases 
of hurricane and earthquakes. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-This Bill, as hon- 
ourable members will see from its title and the Objects 
and Reasons, seeks to make provision for the welfare 
of the community in the ease of hurricane and earth- 
quak~s. I t  is drafted on th-, lines of the Emergency 
Potvers Act, 1939 (1939-3) because such legislation as 
would be helpful is contained only in the Emergency 
Control of Prices Act, 1931, and that does not SUE- 
ciently provide for power, for instance, to enter on 
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lands and clear up debris, to requisition all forms of 
transport, to requisition and regulate the supply and 
distribution of food, clothing, water, fuel, and light 
and other necessities of life and to fix maximum 
wholesale and retail prices in respect thereof. I beg 
to move that this Bill be now read a second time. 
, Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

MR. SPEAKER SPEAKS TO VISITORS ABOUT 
SEATING ACCOMMODATION. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Before we proceed any further 
I want to notify visitors to the House that they can- 
pot sit in the windows. The only accommodation is 
seating accommodation and if any visitor cannot get 
seating accommodation he or she will not be allowed 
i n  the House. 

T H E  EMERGENCY POWERS (HURRICANE 
AND EARTHQUAKE) BILL. 

The question that this Bill be now read a second 
time is put and resolved- in  the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
TALMA, Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the House 
goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. Cox being in 
the Chair. 

Clause 1 is read and is agreed to. 
Clause 2. (1) It shall be lawful for  the Gov- 

ernor-in-Executive Committee after the occurrence 
i n  this Island of a hurricane or earthquake to declare, 
b y  proclamation in  the Official Gazette that a state I 
of emergency exists. 1 

(2) No such proclamation shall be i n  force 
for  more than one month, without prejudice to the 
issue of another proclamation a t  or before the end of 
that  period. 

(3) Where a proclamation of emergency had 
been made, the occasion thereof shall forthwith be 
communicated to the Houses of the Legislature, and, 
if the Legislature is then separated by such adjourn- 
ment or  prorogation as will not expire within five 
days, a proclamation shall be issued for the meeting 
bf the Legislature within five days and the Legisla- 
ture shall accordingly meet and sit upon the day 
appointed by that proclamation, and shall continue 
to sit and act i n  like manner as if it had stood ad- 
journed or prorogued to the same day. 

(4) Where a proclamation of emergency has 
been made, and i t  impossible to communicate the 
occasion thereof to the Houses of the Legislature ow- 
ing to the dissolution or the expiring of the term of 
the House of Assembly and members of a new House 
of Assembly have not yet been elected, a proclama- 
tion shall nevertheless be issued for  the meeting of 
the Legislature within five days, and thereupon not- 
withstanding the provisions of the Representation of 
the People Act, 1901, or any Act amending the same, 
the members of the late House of Assembly shall 
assemble and the House of Assembly shall stand re- 
vived and shall sit as the competent body of the Leg- 
islature, but only for  the purpose of considering such 
proclamation of emergency, and the Legislature shall 
accordingly meet and sit upon the day appointed by 
that proclamation. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that that be Clause 
2 of the Bill. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS : Mr. .Chairman,-Sub-clause 3 of 

this Clause says:--"Where a proclamation of emer- 
gency has been made, the occasion thereof shall forth- 
with be communicated to the Houses of the Legisla- 

ture and if the Legislature is then separated by such 
adjournment or prorogation as will not expire within 
five days, a proclamation shall be issued for  the meet- 
ing of the Legislature within five days . . . " Does 
that mean if the House is e lee td  because I under- 
stand that the Speaker has the power to sum- 
mon the House if it is necessary to do so in the pub- 
lic's interest. I do not know if by this sub-clause I 
am not giving the Governor thc right to isummon a 
meeting of this House and I am not prepared to do 
that. I should just like to have the, point made clear. 
Who is to issue the prodamation for this House to 
meet? Has not the Speaker the power to say wh:a this 
House should meet as long as it is electfd? 

Mr. WILKINSON: It would appear from this 
clause that if the House should die or be prorogued, 
the old House would be called back to deal with a n  
emergency of this sort. I would like to know if that 
is so because it seems to me rather curious. 

Mr. ADAMS: My recollection is that a similar 
thing takes place in  England on the death of the 
King as when the House of Commons is prorogued 
It is not unusual. You have to do something: you 
ought not to allow a state of emergency to exist with- 
out the Legislature approving of it. A state of emer- 
gency is like martial law. If a state of emergency ex- 
ists the Governor-in-Executive Committee can make 
laws during the period of its existence but those laws 
ought not to last f o r  a long time without the 
approval of the Legislature. The Legislature 
should come together as quickly as possible thereafter 
and approve of what the Administration would have 
done. If the Legislature is dead, you have to have a 
fresh Legislature but it is easier to summon the old 
Legislature than to hold an  election overnight, so to 
speak. I did not look the matter up  but I believe that 
it is customary to revive the old Legislature on the 
death of the King if the Legislature is dead a t  the 
time of such a rexrettable occurrence. If the Speaker 
has power to summon the House when it is adjourned, 
that does not mean that the inclusion of this provisa 
ion in this Bill in  any way deprives him of that 
power. Of course the Legislature, as usual, means 
both Houses of Parliament. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,-From the ex* 
planation which has been given I find that we are 
giving His Excellency the Governor, who is probably 
the person to make this proclamation,the right to sum- 
mon a meeting of this House, the members of which 
have been elected by the people, if a hurricane or an 
earthquake takes place while it is adjourned. I could 
never agree to any such thing. I feel that after this 
House has been elected and the House, in  turn, elects 
its Speaker, His Excellency the Governor, the Ad- 
ministration and everybody else should have sufficient 
confidence in him that if an  emergency exists and it 
is in  the interest of this community for this House to 
meet, he would summon a meeting of the House. That 
is the only way in which a me:ting of this House 
should be convened if i t  is adjourned and the mem- 
bers of this House would be f a r  more willing, I take 
it, to honour a request from their Speaker to meet 
than to obey a command from His Excellency the 
Govcmor. As f a r  as the other phase of the matter is 
concerned, if the House is prorogued a t  the time a 
hurricane or earthquake takes place and His Excel- 
lency the Governor is willing to call u p  the old House 
I am willing that that should happen. If sub-clause 
3 of this clause means that the Governor-in-Execu- 
tive Committee can summon a meeting of this House 
whether it is adjourned or  prorogued I counsel hon- 
ourable members to be very particular before they 
give the Head of the Administration any such right. 

'h- 
i 



We would be undermining the confidence we have in 
the Speaker of this Houw if we did a thing of this 
sort. We elect one of our members as Speaker and . 
the person so elected should be better able to say 
whether a state of emergency mists in Barbados than 
,His Excellency the Governor; he is a responsible 
member of, and should have a greater interest in, the 
community. I cannot agree to sub-clause 3 as it 
stands and, if necessary, I shall move the deletion of 
it. I really think that this is too revolutionary; it is 
too dangerous. After all, an  emergency does not ex- 
ists for the Head of the Administration; it exists for 
the inhabitants of the colony. Mr. Chairman, I really 
have no alternative but to move that sub-clause 3 be 
deleted. 

Mr.' WARD : I beg to second that motion. I feel 
that sub-clause 4 is reasonable because if the House 
is prorogued or out of session there is no Speaker. 
But  sub-clause 3 says that if the House is adjourned 
or prorogued and such adjournment or prorogation 
will not expire within five days, a proclamation shall 
be issued for the meeting of the Legislature within 
five days. The House may be adojourned for a week 
and there is nothing wrong in the Governor asking 
the Speaker to summon a meeting of the House or the 
Presidrnt of the Legislative 'C'ounci' to summon a 
meeting of the Council. If the House is prorogued I 
am quite willing to give the Governor-in-Exec~tive 
Committee the right to summon the old House but if 
it is adjourned, it is actually in  session and I feel 
that the speaker is the Proper Person to summon the 
meeting a t  the Governor's request. 

Mr. ADAMS: The Governor as Governor Sum- 
mons the Assembly anyhow. But it is not the Gov- 
ernor who is going to issue this proclamation; i t  is 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee and does the 
honourable member think that the members of the 
Executive Committee are less respectful of the Speak 
e r?  Does the honourable member think it will be less 
respectful of the President of the Legislative Coun- 
cil if we Pass this clause as it is? Can there be a 
greater waste of time than debating the honourable 
@ember's motion? And when the honourable mem- 
ber talks about the Speaker being in a better position 
to judge a state of emergency7 has one got to ask any- 
body when a hurricane has taken place? 
What provision is going to be made, if this is deleted, 
in case the House is prorogued a t  the time a hurricane 
or an  earthquake takes place 4 

LEWIS: Sub-c1ause says: "Where a 
proclamation of emergency has been made, and it is 
impossible to communicate the occasion thereof to 
the H ~ u s ? s  of the Le,?lislature owing to the dissolution 
or the expiring of the term the House 
and members of the new House of Assembly have not 
yet been elected, a proclamation shall nevertheless be 
issued for the meeting of the Legislature within five 
days. + . - - - . " I fee1 that that is that is neces- 
sary. In case the has yet been I 
am perfect willing to give the Head of the Adminis- 
tration the right to summon back the old members; 
but after this House has been elected and we have 
elected a Speaker, the Speaker is the person to sum- 
mon the House in  case the public's good demands it. 
I do not know that the Governor have any 
difficulty in getting the members of this and 
of the Other Place to agree with him that an  emer- 

King-the right to summon a meeting of this House 
after it has elected a Speaker; the Speaker of the 
House should summon a meeting of the House if ha 
feels that it is in the public's interest to do so. I do 
not see how we can sit here as a representative body 
and allow this House to be summoned by the Head of 
the Administration if it is in session and an  emergcn- 
cy exists. Let the Head of the Administration sum- 
mon the members af thct Legislature whom he has 
appointed. Do you mean to say that we are so dead, 
so dumb, so insensible to our rights and privileges and 
to our responsibility to the community that we would 
have to ask the Governor to summon us in  case there 
is an  emergency t I cannot see it a t  all. This is a 
point that is of vital necessity to a representative 
body. No person in  this world, outside one of our 
number, should have the right to summon us to a 
meeting of this House; it would be an  insult not only 
to the Speaker but to the integrity and representative 
character of every member of this House if a meeting 
of th i ,~  House was concernfed a t  the request of somebody 
other than the Speaker. I counsel honourable mem- 
bers not to give away this right. This provision ia 
absolutely unnecessary; it is already provided for 
and I repeat that I would not give this right to the 
King himself. 

Mr. TALMA : Without attempting to assist the 
Leader of the House who, I know, is quite capable of 
handling a measure like this and many others, I 
would like to draw the attention of the junior mem- 
ber for the City to sub-clause (1) of this Clause, as 
it does not seem as if he has read that sub-clause very 
carefully. ~t says ' ( ~ t  shall be lawful for the 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - i ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t i ~ e  Committee after the occur- 
rence in this Island of a hurricane or earthquake to 
declare by proclamation in the Official Gazette that a 
,tate of emergency exists." The honourable member 
spoke of the G~~~~~~ but if he recalls the constitu- 
tional set.up in this island he would realize that the 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - i ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t i ~ ~  Committee is not of 
the Governor alone. Probably the honourable mem- 
ber who has just sat down could be a member of ,.he 
~~~~~~i~~ committee. is not Govern- 
or alone who will issue a proclamation to -ae 
effect that a of emergency exists ; it will 
bn the ~overnor-i~-Executive which includes cer- 
tain members of this Chamber whoever they are 
or will be ; so that point is easily answered. ~h~ 
second point is this. We all know how the hands of 
the clock works, as f a r  as getting things done by the 
Legislature is concerned, and if a hurricane or an  
earthquake tages place and a state of emergency 
exists and we have to wait for five days or two weeks 
for the Speaker to summon a meeting of the House, 
half of the population would be wiped out by 
the time the souse other words, let the 
Authority who is to declare that a state of emergency 
exists also issue the proclamation for the meeting of 
the Legislature, so as to save the population as a 
whole. 

Mr. GALE : I cannot agree to this a t  all. There 
is quite a lot in what the jonior member for the City 
has said. I do not always agree with his views but 
on this occasion I think there is a lot in his argument. 
If a state of emergency exists I think the Speaker of 
the House of Assembly and the President of the / Legislative Council would be quite aware of it and gency exists. Another thing is this. How are you 

going members of the House attend? I 
fail to see why the people's representatives in  the 
year 1948, after 300 years of representative or mis- 
representative government should give this right to 
the Governor. I would not give it to His Majesty the 

if the Executive Committee wants the Houses of the 
Legislature to be summoned I am quite sure that they 
would not experience any difficulty in  getting them 
summoned to an  emergency meeting. I do not think 
that this is the correct thing to do. The House elects 
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a Speaker and he should summon the meeting in case 
a n  emergency exists. We have had hurricanes i n  
Barbados before; we have had states of emergency 
before and there had been no difliculty i n  getting the 
Houses of the Legislature to meet. I agree with the 
honourable member that this sub-clause 3 is not neces- 
sary. 

Mr. MAPP: It appears to me that certain hon- 
ourable members are keeping a lot of noise about the 
infringement of our constitutional rights by this 
clause and are enil.arging that alleged infringemrnt 
many more times than it should be enlarged. Let me 
explain what I mean by that statement. Our Consti- 
tution is modelled after th English Constitution and 
if a state of fmergency exists as a result of war or 
hurricane or earthquake in  England, the Act provides, 
a s  i n  this case, that the King in Parliament can sum- 
mon Parliament but the King himself does not mm- 
mon Parliament; the King communicates with the 
Prime Minister who in  turn  communicates with the 
Speaker who summons the House of Commons. This 
Bill is drafted along lines of the English custom. We 
are apt to take things in  Barbados very literally. Why 
should we imagine that the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee would ignore the Speaker and the Presi 
dent of the Legislative Council and not request then1 
to summon meetings of the House of Assembly and 
the Legislative Council respectively in case a state of 
emergency exists? Another thing which certain hon- 
ourable members have overlooked is this. I t  is 
amazing. A t  one time, the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee does something and they say that i t  is the 
"Adams" Government that has done i t ;  a t  another 
time the same Governor-in-Executive Committee does 
something else and they say that i t  is the Government 
that has done it. They cannot have i t  both ways. 
Either the elected representatives of the people from 
this House on the Executive Committee dominate the 
situation as f a r  as that body is concerned or they do 
not. Personally, I am in  favour of another member 
from this House being appointed to the Executive 
Committee. As I said, if the elected representatives 
have the" weight of opinion on the Executive Com- 
mittee and their words are carried, as is likely to be 
the case so f r as this Bill is concerned, then all we 
are doing is iving our representatives the right to 
declare that 6 a tate of emergency exists and to issue 
a proclamation to summon a meeting of the Houses 
of the Legislature-which is not a matter of revolu- 
tionizing the island. 

Mr. F'. L. WALCOTT : We are only quibbling. 
When this Bill was moved from its place on the Order 
Paper, i t  struck me that if provision is already made 
for the Speaker to summon a meeting of the Houhe, 
there is no reason why i t  should not be allowed to 
remain but if there is no such provision then we 
should make that provision by this Act. I can see no 
harm in the Speaker summoning a meeting of the 
House when he realizes that an emergency exists. I 
sincerely hope that we will not have a hurricane or an  
earthquake so as to cause a state of emergency to be 
brought about but if the Speaker already has author. 
i ty  to summon a meeting of the House I see no earthly 
reason for changing it and I feel that the status quo 
should remain. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman,-I really feel that 
you should allow me to reply to the junior member 
for St.  Thornas. I would like to tell him that the 
members of this House who are on the Executive Corn- 
mittee are in  the minority, as f a r  as that body is ~011- 

.cerned. I have been to Government House and dir- 
cussed a certain matter with His Excellency the 
Governor, the p r m n t  incumbent elf Gowrnment 

H o w ,  and in the course of the conversa- 
tion he told me that there was absolutely 
no desire on his part  to appoint anybody to any Board 
-advisory or otherwise-unless the four members of 
the House who are members of the Executive Com- 
mittee recommend it to him. After the Leader of this 
House repeated that in  this Chamber, the spokesman 
of the Government in  the Other Place-I can collfirm 
this because I got it first-hand, as well as I can pro- 
duce the debate which took place i n  the Other Place- 
the Acting Colonial Secretary said: "If that is so, I 
am surprised to hear it." 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman,-The honourable 
member is breaking two very important Rules. I n  thc 
first place he refers to a debate of the Other Place 
and in  the second instance he refers to a conversation 
which he had with the Governor in  order to influence 
this debate. 

Mr. LEWIS : If I refer to the Governor's name 
I could be accused of using it to influence the debate 
but I am referring to what the Leader of the House 
said in  this Chamber and was confirmed by the Gov- 

rllo18 but was pi-aetically r-futed by the G ~ v e r n m ~ n t ' ~  
spokesman in the Other Place; so that i t  is impossible 
for me to take seriously what the junior member for  
St. Thonias has said. 1 promise the honourable mem- 
ber that I will show him the debate i n  the course of 
which the Government 'S spokesman in  the Other Place 
said that he was surprised that the Leader of the 
House should have made such a statement. Nr. 
Chairman, there is only one last remark I would like 
to make and i t  is this: If this provision has been put  
in this Bill with or without the knowledge of the four 
members of the Executive Committee who are me& 
bers of this House, then this is my opinion why it has 
h e n  put  in:  There are certain people g-tting into 
this Iiouse whom the Head of the Administration 
cannot trust to come out in  an  emergency and do 
what they should do; therefore, he has to make i t  a 
law to compel them to attend a meeting if circu~n- 
stances such as these should arise. If there are hon- 
ourable members of this House who cannot see that 
and are willing to accept this insult, then all I can 
do is to keep my conscience clear and vote against 
it. If a state of emergency exists, it exists for the 
200,000 people whom this House represents; i t  does 
not exist for the earth. We cannot prevent a build- 
ing from falling down. We will need to ensure that 
food, water, fuel and light are provided for the peo- 
ple whom we represent, not the incumbent of Gov- 
ernment House, and do you mean to tell me that 
we are going to insult ourselves a t  a time when the 
people need representation most by allowing some- 
body to compel US to meet when we have i t  in our 
power to come here whenever we like? I cannot 
stand for i t  and I am going to clear my conscience, 
as a representative of the people, by voting against it. 
Tn my humble opjn'on, the L-ad ~r of this House and 
the other honourable members should co-operate with 
me in deleting this sub-clause 3 and let us get on 
with the rest of the Bill. 

Mr. SYMMONDS: I want to add a few words 
to what has been already said. I thing it is high time 
that honourable members stop giving u p  their rights 
and ancient privileges; that we should put  a definite 
halt, not only in  this matter, to the handing over of tile 
powers of this House to Director after Director or die- 
tator after dictator in  such a way that  the wishes 
of the majority of this Home are continually being 
flouted. h f a r  the policy of the Government is 
concerned, only a few days ago I got it from the 
highest authority in  this land that the wishes of the 
elected representatives of the people will be faithflllly 



carried out and I am hoping that honourable mein- 
bers will run true to form and defhitely put  their 
feet upon the practice of the elected members on 
the Executive Committee flouting the wishes of this 
House when, by a majority vote, it asks that cer- 
tain particular things should be done. 

The CHAIRMAN: I seem not to be able to fol- 
low the argument of the honourable member. 

Mr. SY&!ONDS:  It is no use blowing hot and 
cold. To-day, for  the purpose of a hurricane or an  
earthquake we profess we are not satisfied with the 
way in  which things are going. Let us stick to that 
as a general policy and stop giving up  our rights 
a n d  privileges. I am supporting the junior mem- 
ber for  the City in this particular matter but, as 1 
have said, do not let us observe this policy in  the 
case of a hurricane only; let us stick to i t  as a general 
policy and let us  be really representative of the peo- 
ple of Barbados. 

The question that the words proposed to be deleted 
stand part of Clause 3 is put and resolved in  the nega- 
tive, the division being as follows :- 

Ayes. Messrs. SMITH, MAPP, TALMA, ADAMS, 
BLAOKMILN, MOTTLEY, and Dr. CUMMINS.-7. 

Noes. Dr. WILSON, Messrs. SYMMONDS, BRANCK- 
ER, F. L. WALCOTT, HUSBANDS, FOSTER, ~ W I S ,  CRBW- 
FORD, GARNER, HAYNES, DOWDINQ, GALE, S. A. WAL- 
COTT, WILKINSON, WARD, and Mr. SPEAKER.-16. 

The question that Clause 3, as amended, stand 
pa r t  of the Bill is put and resolved in  the affirmative 
without division. 

Clauses 3 and 4 are read and are agreed to. 
Clause 5. The Emergency Control of Prices Act, 

1931, is hereby repealed. 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that that be Clause 

5 of the Bill. 
Mr. BLACKMAN:, I beg to second that. 
Mr. WILEINSON: I would like to know what 

the Emergency Control of Prices Act has to do with 
this Bill. Why is it to be repealed as a result of the 
passing of this Act? 

Mr. ADAMS: That question by the honourable 
member is indicative of what has been happening 
and what has happened in  respect of Clause 3 of the 
Bill. The Government has attempted to do nothing 
in  this Bill that this House has not done before. I t  
is difficult for me to control myself when I see such 
a n  absolute waste of the time of this House going on. 
What power is being given up  by the passing of this 
Bill? It is to enabl?, the people's r e p r ~ n t a t i v e s  to 
keep a check on everything that the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee may do if a state of emergency 
exists. Every clause of this Bill was, incidentally. 
drafted by the late Acting Attorney-General, a man 
who not only knows his constitutional law, but is 
acquainted with any rights that this House may be 
giving up. As to the question of giving u p  rights 
and privileges, let me remind honourable members 
that the Governor-in-Executive Committee issues 
Writs for  the election of members of the House of 
Assembly. Provision of this sort is made all over the 
world to meet emergencies and i n  order that the Ad- 
ministration should not be running the country, the 
Legislature must come together as  soon as possible, 
after a state of emergency has been proclaimed, to 
approve or otherwise of what the Administration has 
done. If the honourable member look up the Enierp- 
ency Control of Prices Act he will see that it deals 
with emergencies but it is not s a c i e n t l y  wide to 
cover hurricanes and earthquakes. Sub-Clause 3 of 
this Bill is drafted on the lines of the Emergency 
Powers Act, 1939 (1939-3) and is word for word of 
sub-secction 2 of section 2 of that Act which has been 

passed by this House. As I said i n  my opening re- 
marks, this is the usual practice i n  times of war or  
on the declaration of martial law and I should imagine 
that there is no part  of the British Empire which does 
not have this particular statute. 

Mr. WARD : I should like to point out that the 
Emergency Powers Act was a War Measure but this 
Bill provides for a hurricane or earthquake which is 
a different thing altogether. 

The question that Clause 5 stand part  of the 
Bill is put and resolved in  the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
Talma, tii: Chairmail reports thp passing of this 
Bill i n  Committee. 

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr. 
ADAMS, seconded by Mr. TALMA in  each case, the Bill 
is read a third time and is passed. 

I T H E  VOLUNTEER (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER The next Order stands in the 
name of th , honourable senior member for  St. Jos- 
eph,-Second reading of a Bill to amend the Volunteer 
Act, 1909 (1909-6). 

Mr. ADAMS: This Bill, Mr. Speaker, seeks to 
amend the present law relating to the Volunteep -* 

Force. As honourable members will see, it is, in  effect, 
re-constituting the Volunteer Force and already, I 
am informed, quite a substantial number of persons 
are making application to join or  re-join the Force. 
It is, therefore, considered necessary that this Bill 

1 should be passed as quickly as possibly because while 
the names of applicants are being taken, there is no 
Act to cover the re-constituted Force. As honourable 
members will see from the Objects and Reasons, the 
Barbados Volunteer Force Re-Constitution Committee 

I -I think the honourable member on my immediate ' left would know more about i t  than myself because 
he was a member of that Committee-made certain , recommendatioiis for the re-constitution of the Force. 
One of the principal changes sought to be effected by 
this Bill is to pay members for  attendance a t  parades, 
training camps and courses of instruction; it is a 
practice that obtains in  some of the other colonies 
but under the existing Act, officers and members of 
the Force are only paid when they are called out for  
service by the Governor under sections 19 and 23 of 
the Act. I beg to move that this Bill be now read d 
second time. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BRBNCKER: So fa r  as this Bill is con- 

cerned, it has been pointed out to us that it proposes 
to effect three principal changes in  the existing law; 
in  other words, there are three principal points in- 
volved in  this Bill. So f a r  as the point about'limiting 
the appointment of the Commanding Officer to a pe- 
riod not exceeding five years from the date of his 
appointment is concerned, I have no objection to that. 
I n  respect of the second point, namely, that the per- 
son appointed as Staff Officer and Adjutant must be 
an officer of His Majesty's Regular Forces because 
it is felt that a n  appointment of this nature is cal- 
culated to increase the efficiency of the Force I am not 
prepared to  agree to that. We have, only recently, 
emerged from a War in  which many Wcst India11 
officers took part and saw active service, and of these 
West Indian officers some are members of United 
Kingdom Regiments. I happen to know two, a t  least, 
one of whom is a member of a famous English Regi- 
ment. If I undrrstand this Bill correetfy, unless 
an officer is actually in the Army--if, for instance. 
he was d,amobilizd a year or so ago-he would not 
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be eligible for appointment as Staff Officer and Adju- 
tant  of the Barbados Volunteer Force; he must be 
a "fit and proper person being a n  officer i n  His 
Majesty's Regular Forces." That means, if I un- 
derstand it correctly, that the person so appointed 
must be, a t  the time of his appointment, a memb~z of 
the British Army; so that if a very efficient West 
lndian Officer was a member of the British Army 
but happens at  the moment not to be so employed, 
he would not be eligible for appointment as StafT 
Officer and Adjutant. Even though he might have 
seen service under Field Marshal Montgomery, yet the 
fact remains that his not being on active service may 
debar him from securing this appointment. The 

third point relates to the payment of members of the 
Force and with that I am entirely in  agreement. We 
really cannot expect these unemployed ex-ser- 
vlcemcn and ex-volunteers who may be coming from 
distant parishes, because of their love of service and 
their i n t ~ r ~ s t  in the Volunker Force, to borrow cash 
and pay for transportation, as much as 52 cents in  
some cases, to attend parades, training CamPS or 
courses of instruction. I am, therefore, entirely in 
favour of the payment of out-of-pocket expenses to 
members of thle Force who attend camps, parades, or 
courses iaf training and I commend to the Executive 
Committee that the amount should be adequate to 
cover bus fare with something over. l'hose are the 
three principal changes which are sought to be effect- 
ed by this Bill and I repeat that I am not i n  favour 
of overlooking West Indian oficers who have S-ell ser- 
vice in  His Majesty's Regular F'orces. I wouldlnot at- 
tjcmpt to c d l  names but  we have had rjxtremel;y effi- ' 

I 
I am wondering what is the reason for  rushing this 
Bill through in this manner. I am also wondering 
whether it may not be advisable for  honourable mem- 
bers to be given a little more time to consider it. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Whenever i t  comes to 
matters in  connection with which there is the sem- 
blance of discrimination I like to speak my mind. 
There is something in this particular Bill about which 
I am not happy. 1 appreciate that if you want to 
keep the Volunteer Force up  to the standard of a 
modern Force, you have to draw as regularly as 
possible from a big country and there is no denying 
the fact that there is in  the United Kingdom the 
possibility of obtaining more efficient officers than 
there is in  the West Indies and the reason is obvious; 
they maintain a Regular Army and we do not main- 
tain a Regular Army in  the West Indies. There 
is the possibility, as I say, of getting more officers 
of a higher effidiency in the United Kingdom because 
there is a larger number to draw from. But  my 
submission is that in  view of the fact that the Staff 
Officer and Adjutant of the Volunteer Force will be 
appointed for only three years I venture to say that 
we have some West Indians who have gained some 
knowledge of Army life during the War and for  
whom an  appointment of this nature would be a good 
start. W'p $odd have ,to pay the passages of, and allow- 
ance to, this officer in  addition to the other things for  
which we have to make provision under this Act. I n  
my opinion, i t  would be better to send some of our 
men to be trained and let them come back and give 
us the benefit of their training and experience. I f  
that were done, we would not have to pay the pass- 

cicnt officers from this island and other w e s t  Indian ages of officers from abroad and, i n  some cases, of 
colonies who may be fresh, evfn though they may not their families too. The Barbados Volunteer Force is 

and is capable of filling this post. 

I 
be as fresh as somebody else in  the Regular F ~ r c e s ,  not going to be an  Army and you cannot compare it 

If this with the British Army. This is going to be a Volun- 
Bill is given its second reading I am going to teer Force for local purposes, because if War should 
oppose that clause whereby it is proposed that only ever start again, the officers and men of this Force 
an  officer in  His Majesty's Regular 5'orces may be would have to be trained in  warfare, inasmuch a s  
eligible for appointment as Staff Officer and Adju' they would have had no training i n  the use of ta*q 
tant of the Barbados Volunteer Force. or anti-aircraft guns. I think the Government's at- 

Mr. DOWDING : Mr. Speaker,-I regret that tention should be drawn to the fact that West Indians 
this Bill has been taken out its place as No. 5 on the should be trained for these posts and I believe! that 
Order Paper and made Order No. 2. Quite recently there are some who are available, now. As one hon- 
the Orders of the day are taken so irregularly that ourable member said, I am not thinking of Barbadians 
one does not know where one is when one comes to only because Barbados is not the only West India,, 
the House. This is a matter in  which I have a great colony in which efficient officers a m  to be, found. 
interest but I regret to say that I have not come Mr. SPEAKER: I should like to point out to 
prepared with my facts because I did not exPrct that i t  the honourable member that there is no question of 
would be dealt with a t  to-day's meeting. I am in  en- a West Indian or a person from any other particular 
tire agreement with what the junior member for St. place to be appointed. It is purely a person in His 
Lucy has said in  regard to the appointment of the Majesty's Regular Forces. 
Staff Officer and Adjutant of the Volunteer Force.' Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I appreciate that, Mi.. 
The British West Indies Regiment - the &irbados 
Battalion as it was called in  the last W a r - ~ u f f ~ e d  
a t  first from the fact that England did not have effi- 
cient officers cnough to send to it, with the result that 
all types and aP sorts of officrrrs m r e  sent. Today Sir, 
you have several West Indian officers, not only Bar- 
badians, who are as highly trained and as efficient 
as any in  any British Regiment and I do feel that 
some opportunity should be given to West Indian 
Officers in  this Department. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is nothing in  the Bill to 
exclude anyone. It simply says that the Person must 
be i n  His Majesty's Regular Forces a t  the time of his 
appointment. 

Mr. DOWDING: It says in  Clause 4 that a fit 
and proper person being an  officer i n  His Majesty's 
Regular Forces must be appointed staff CMicer and 
Adjutant of the Force. AS I understand it, our 
Force is not a part of His Majesty's Regular Forces. 

Speaker, but you will appreciate that the number of 
West Indians who are officers in His Majesty's Regu- 
lar Forces may be counted on the fingers of one 
hand. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may delete the words 
:'being an  officer in  His Majesty's Regular Forces" 
if you like. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am getting to that 
point, Mr. Speaker. If those words are retained in  
the Act, they will preclude some of the people in  our 
area from applying for  this post. 

Mr. ADAMS: Before the question is put  I 
would like to say that I am somewhat in a difficulty 
because I am a pacifist. I do not believe in military 
force a t  any time. This point about an  officer in  the 
Regular Army being appointed to this post was raised 
a+ the Executive Cornmitteel and the reply we got 
from the best source was that the value of a man's 



pervices from the last war was lost considerably. That 
is the advice from the War Office; he deteriorates so 
rapidly, so to speak. Or to put it the other way, 
military science advances so rapidly that a man who 
has been demobilized for the last two years is not 
good enough. We were also advised that in the Vol- 
unteer Force, as is the case in the Territorial Army, 
we should get an officer from the Regular Army for 
this key position but the Commanding Officer will be 
a local man. The Committee that sat and reported 
on this matter was comprised of the junior member 
for St. John (Mr. Blackman), Major Chase, Major 
Connell, Major Bowring, Major Foster and Lt. Jor- 
dan, and one would have expected that they would 
have had some inclination to come down on the side 
of a local man but this was their recommendation. 
Speaking as a pacifist I will say that having obtained 
this advice from the highest possible source, that is, 
that the Staff Officer and Adjutant and the Inspector 
of the Volunteer Force should be men from His Maj- 
estyJs Regular Forces, we, of course followed it. The 
argument that was used before the War is b~ejing used 
more strongly now and one of the reasons why the 
Committee recommended that these two officers 
should not hold their respective posts for lon~er 
periods than thretl years each is that t h T  will get 
rusty, so to speak, and will need to be replaced and the 
Committee was Unanimous in its recomm~eadation. 

Mr. LEWIS: I have listened very carefully to 
the debate and I have come to the conclusion that, 
perhaps, it is a great advantage to have Persons who 
are fresh from the centre of military training and 
military activity filling these posts. I t  seems to me 
that if these appointments are limited to three Years 
so as to get people with fresh knowledge, it ~ o u l d  be 
putting local men in very unfortunate positions if 
they were appointed as the Staff Officer and Adjutant 
and the Instructor respectively of the Volunteer 
Force for a period of three years and then were to 
discover that they could not be re-appointed under 
this Act. Where would they be? The Staff officer 
and Adjutant would probably have to join the Force 
as a Lieutenant or go on the Reserve. In that case, 
he would not be making his living as a military man. 
f would be inclined to make it possible for local men 
to be appointed and leave to them to decide whether 
they are going in for this irregular employment or 
not. If they feel that they are qualified to fill the 
posts, I would be inclined to give it to them, all things 
being equal. 

Mr. SYMMONDS: As I see it, this is a country 
which teems with unemployed people and these Pro- 
visions in this Bill affect the principle of it in the 
sense that I see no reason why some of our own Pea- 
~ l e  who served the Empire with great distinction in 
time of danger should not be given the opportunit~, 
since military science advances so rapidly that it 
is necessary to have constant refresher courses- 

Mr. SPEAKER: Where does that come under 
the principle of the Bill? 

Regular Forces should not be considered for these 
appointments. 

Mr. SPMMONDS: That is exactly the point I 
am making. We have a number of people who have 
served with distinction during the last War and are 
now out of the Regular Forces and I was hoping that 
we would make it possible for those men who served 
with such distinction and who desire to serve in these 
posts if only for three years, to be appointed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member can 
deal with that, in Committee, when the Committee 
comes to this particular clause. 

Mr. SYMMONDS: I will take your advice and 
deal with the point when the House is in Committee 
on the Bill. 

The question that this Bill be now read a second 
time is put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, secondea by Mr. 
BLACKMAN, Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the 
House goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. Cox being 
in the Chair. 

Clauses 1 to 3 inclusive are read and are agreed 
to. 

Clause 4. Section six of the principal Act is 
hereby repealed and the following substituted there- 
for :- 

"6. (l) The Governor shall from time to time 
appoint a fit and proper person being an officer in 
His Majesty's Regular Forces as Staff Officer and 
Adiutant of the Force for a period not exceeding 
three years. 

(2) The Governor shall from time to time 
appoint a fit and proper person being a warrant 
officer or a non-commissioned officer of the Regular 
Forces as Instructor of the Force for a period not 
exceeding three years, and such officer shall hold the 
local rank of Warrant Officer Class I. 

(3) The Staff Officer and the Instructor so 
appointed shall perform such duties in connection 
with the local Forces as the Governor may from time 
to time determine. They shall be provided with 
quarters or allowances at  rates to be fixed by the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee and approved by 
the Legislature in lieu thereof, and shall receive such 
salaries as may from time to time be approved by 
special resolution of the Legislature. 

(4) There shall be paid from the Public 
Treasury of the Island on the warrant of the Go7- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee such sums of money as 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee may think fit 
for the purpose of defraying the expenses necessary 
for the transport of the Staff Officer and the In- 
structor and their families from the places at which 
they are respectively stationed in the United King- 
dom to this Island and from this Island to the 
United Kingdom on the termination of their appoint- 
ments respectively. " 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that that be Clause 
4 of the Bill. 

Mr. SYMMONDS: It has just been pointed out, I Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. Speaker, by the junior member for the City that 
there may be some of our Own people who having 
been appointed to these posts may be loosng for an- 
other job after the expiration of three Years. Where 
the principle comes in is that two unemployed men 
will have secured jobs for three years- 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the principle of 
this Bill at all. The principle is whether in making 
these appointments, the appointees should be men 
who are actually in His Majesty's Regular Forces- 
The point which you are making, as far as I can 
see, is whether people who have gone oat of the 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman,-This is the 
Clause to which I have already referred in connec- 
tion with the appointment of a person as Staff Officer 
and Adjutant,-a person who must be an officer in 
His Majesty's Regular Forces. Now, I have listened 
very careful to the point which was made, when we 
were discussing the motion for the second reading of 
this Bill, in answer to my criticism. The senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph said that members of the Execu- 
tive Committee had been advised that a man's services 
from the last War have been lost considerably. That 
may well be so. I take it, however, that a person who 



has not any interest in  a three-year appointment 
would not apply a t  all. But  if a man who is interested 
applies and is appointed and he makes representation 
to the Government I have no doubt that the Qovern- 
ment will not hesitate to come to us and ask us to 
pass a Resolution to enable the appointee who does 
not happen to be a member of the Regular Forces to 
take a refresher course in the United Kingdom. If 
he is appointed for three years and takes u p  his ap- 
pointment, we would not be averse, in  the t h b d  year, 
to voting money and let hiin get an up-to-the-last 
minute 1- fresher course. If h has brought himself 
completely up-to-date, a t  the end of the third year, 
obviously he should be eligible for re-appointment for 
another three years if he is willing to continue in  the 
post. The honourable member went on to point out 
that the V'olunteer Force Re-Constitution Committee 
also tendered that advice and he mentioned the names 
of the members of that Committee - gentlemen for 
whom we have a high regard-but, nevertheless, that 
high regard we have for tb;se gentlemen shou'd noi 
prevent us from using our commonsense, much as 
we value their opinions. A man who is demobilized 
in  the last two years may be almost useless and mili- 
tary science may progress rapidly but I understand 
that the most rapid progress in military science 
actually takes place during a War, not when the war 
is over. I still feel that a man who fought up  to the 
end of the last war and who may have seen service in 
the active theatres of the war, who fought under most 
able Field Marshals like Montgomery and Eisenhower 
and gained distinction while so serving in  His Majes- 
ty's Forces, should be good enough for the post of 
Staff Officer and Adiutant of the Volunteer Force. I n  
the previous Claw" to which we have just agreed, 
i t  is stated that th~: Governor shall appoint "a fit and 
proper person to be Commanding Officer of the 
Force" and so f a r  aa this Clause 4 is concerned I am 
moving that the words "being an officer in  His 
Majesty's Regular Forces" in  lines 2 and 3 of sub- 
clause 1 be deleted. That will still leave His Excel- 
lency with power to appoint a fit and proper person; 
we would not expect him to appoint somebody who 
would not be fit and proper but we should not leave 
this reservation in  the Bill  Although I quite appre- 
ciate that we want an  up-to-date man for this post, 
vet a man who has served in  the last war and saw 
service in  its most active phases should be a fit and 
proper person. A man who withdrew from the Army 
last month or month before last would not be eligible 
for this post, according to the wording of this sub- 
clause, and I feel that i t  is sufficient to leave i t  that 
the Governor shall appoint a fit and proper person to 
the post; that is all that we need. As regards the 
period of three years, that will be entirely a matter 
for the individual who applies. We have many West 
Indian officers who have passed through the most 
bitter phases of the last war and who will be good 
enough for this post; so, Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that this clause be amended by the deletion of those 
words. 

Mr. SYMMONDS : I want to second the motion 
for the deletion of those words and i n  doing so I want 
to stress that this is a period in our history when we 
are trying to do something to show our appreciation 
of the services of those patriotic Barbadians who, true 
to our name of Little England, answered the call to 
the Colours and offered their lives in defence of the 
Empire and Democracy. And to-day the opportunity 
offers itself to show a Iittle appreciation of those ser- 
vices. If those men have already been discharged 
from His Majesty's Forces, that is all the more rea- 

son why in this over-populated country in which 
there is a large degree of unemployment among vari- 
ous sections of the community, we should give one of 
our own people the same facilities for  employment as 
we are offering to other members of the British Em- 
pile. We are not ignoring iihe latter in  the, least but 
this is a time when we &odtd b~ proud of Barbadians 
and slee to it that Barbadians have every opportunity 
to live just as other peopl- live. We have been told, a 
short while ago, that the situation i n  England has not  
changed as regards employment there, and that there 
is no work for loyal Barbadians in  England, although 
work can be found for thousands of Europeans who 
fought against the Mother Country. We me still 
loyal; we have not changed our loyalty but when we 
have the opportunity to give our people jobs, let us 
give i t  to them, It is for that mason I second tlw 
honourable member's motioa 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman,-As f a r  as I know, 
the Instructor to be appointed is a coloured Barba- 
dian who has served in  the Regular Forces abroad 
and only recently returned. The term "being an 
officer in His Majesty's Regular Forces" is used 
loosely to cover the point mentioned by the honour- 
able member. It is not a question of forgetting peo- 
ple who went and risked their lives but it is thought 
that the jobs should be given to persons who would 
not have to take refresher courses and that is why 
these words have been put in the bill. Honourable 
members need not fear that fit local persons who 
would come within that term will not be appointed. 

The question that the words proposed to be de- 
leted stand part of sub-clause 1 of Clause 4 is p u t  
and resolved in the affirmative, the division being a s  
follows :- 

Ayes: Messrs. F. L. WALCOTT, HUSBANDS, MAPP, 
FOSTER, TALMA, ADAMS, BLACKMAN, GALE, WILKIN- 
SON, WARD, Dr. CUMMINS and Mr. SPEAKER.-12. 

Noes. Dr. WILSON, Messrs. SYMMONDS, BRANCK- 
ER, SMITH, CRAWFORD, GARNER, MOTTLEY, HAYNES, 
DOWDINQ, and S. A. WALCOTT.-10. 

The question that Clause 4 stand part  of the BilL 
is put  and resolved in the affirmative without divi- 
sion. 

Clauses 5 to 8 are read and are agreed to. 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 

TALMA, the Chairman reports the passing of the Bill 
in  Committee. 

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr. 
ADAMS, seconded by Mr. TALMA i n  each case, the 
Bill is read a third time and is passed. 

At this stage, 2 p.m. Mr. SPEAKER adjourns the 
EIonse until 2.45 p.m. in accordance with Rullel40. (a). 

SUSPENSION O F  RULE 61 (A) 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-At the risk of being 

accused of dealing with matters of secondary import- 
ance earlier to-day, I am asking leave to move the 
susperlsion of Rule 61 (a)  so as to resume Government 
Business. I was hoping that the Emergency Powers 
(Hurricane and Earthquake) Bill and the Volunteer 
(Amendment) Bill would have been completed by 
1.30 o'clock and we could have dealt with the Reso- 
lutions on the Order Paper. I think that we should 
&a1 with these Resolutions, one of which is in con- 
nection with the purchase and equipment of a lorry 
to take water to St. Lucy. I am therefore asking 
leave to move the suspension of the Rule. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I object to leave being 
granted. There must be some sense of responsibility 
displayed in the selection of matters which should 



stic'f to  his w a g .  
Mr: F. L. WALCIOTT: One hen. member spoke 

aboud respensik&~ity and ]1 want to sag that if we come 
here 4s members to serve in  this Assembly, we have 
to be frank enough to realise that even if Government 

BBire grieritg d ~ r h g  W time &+ted t e  GCevernment 
Bitsind s. 1f ~hesd helz:p &solbkieds ark matters af 
urgency certainly they sb~u18 Bs;tre been dealt; with 
i-e Bhe first p l ~ e  thid menling rctber tPaa the hmerg- 
end;l Pewers BUI. $Be hyrrieme aeaaoa ernes @ ia 
October and this is only hay .  After a& we must have 
some sene of pryportion. I have here gi mat&+- of 

Business encroaches upon west ion ~ i ? e  and, the 
time for Private  embers ' . Business, Government 
Business is the people's business. There are. some- 
thing like 84 items on the Order Paper calling an 
the Government to do things and then when the Gov- 
ernment proposes to take- action. i n  ~espect  of some 
of the things we say "No!" We should be. frank 
enough to realise that we have two hours for dealing 
with Government Business and then we have fxom a 
quarter to three until *whenever the lights go out to 
deal with Private Members' Business. That is not the 
best thing for us to have because no Government can 
work egectively with that allocation of time. That 
was all right in the old days but not to-day. I repeat: 
there are 84 matters on the Order Paper under Pri- 
vate %embers' Business asking the Government to do 
things and then when the Government asks for time 
to deal with some of the things we say "No!" p e n  
the Government brings forward measures we either 
pass them or we do not pass thein; and when we look 
a t  the measures that are brought here we cannot sag 
that they are not important. When we vote against 

&%P. G&AWFOBD: It is &ort;tmaBe that h 
this Cliamber thehe are net. a o l k  pdlple . phg 
appreciate what is being said: % a% sure Ohat Yeur 
#ortear a+ Bhe e & e ~  Bm. e m b e r s  who &re ertpable 
of aPpreciatilng remarks w+ie+ are made in tk 
Chamber, unden3tand quite clearly &at ebjegtien has 
been takes oa  &e g h u n d  that  no se-W of r e ~ o n -  

Mr. 8PelAKPlfi : The fi+st di;dei. of the m- 
der Government Business is €0 resaine ceiiimiftee o i  
8uppiy to consider the graiit of &ims of money for  
the service of Qe e6loliy. 

Dr. CUMMINS : ELefor'B You+ Hltnohr leav'ds the 
Chair, I am tlsking leave to withdraw Resdlution No. 1 
on t& Order Paper-the Resoldtion to place the sum 
d Sgj7$0 a t  the BisPosal df the Ghernar-in-Execu- 
t i l e  Conim;ttc~ to meet the cost of engaginl? on con- 
traeb for a prriud of two yedrs it Fire Brigade 
Officer. (Cheeis): An6thdr Resolutien cd a bimilttf 
naturd will bB sent dawn very &on. 

Mr. SPBAHHR I Is the lion. inebber asking leave 
fbr this R6solutian to be rdd6'gred from the Order 
Paper O 

Dr. CUMMINS: Ye& Sir. 
Thdke bdifiR nS objt+etioijt, ledve 4ilb Erarite8 tBB 

hm. heftlljel. to relilbve the R&olutiM fiW fTie 
0 ~ d C r  Pdpdl.. 

Mr. 8PEAKNB left thd chair ahd tHB Reus@ 
fibtiwed Gtmlnilttee 6f $upply, %fr. d@ being iil the 
Chaii.. 

some urgency and 1 wmB to request Qhe have ef the 

f H o w  Be roceed with it this afternoon; therefere 
object to eave being plPeebd io  resume Government 
Businem: 

$he q~e&ioa  &at ieave be gct-iqted Bhe hon. mem- 
ber t e  F e y  the s ~ p p . s i o n ,  of Bule 61(a) was pa t  
and feeef~ed i n  the aff3rmatiqe.. 

d &vieiort W& Q&n es_ fellows r-- 
B y e s  : &esSs. Cex, B B ~ N O ~ E B ,  SM~B, P. h. 

tiifab?e@~ MAPP, P E ~ ~ B T ~ ,  PAL-, A D ~ ~ M S ~  BLACKMAN, 
a d  Clr. Cumurabzws.-10. . - 

hroes: h; %TH,~~BX)N~ &!@re. Ceawroso, OABNBR 
~ & Y X I ~ %  B ~ W N B ,  S .  B. WALCBTT, WILKINSON and 
~OTTLEY.--8. 

&hr: AD-A#~ : I beg to move that Rule f3l(s) Be 
new suspfnded. 

hr. ~hk&lA: I beg to second that. 
B%A~QcEZI%:. I weu&dd just like- to mak? 

nlg pesitieri perfectly dear  i n  this matter because I 
am always very jealous about, gi*12g up  G e  time f o r  
Private Members' Bnsifies~. IQ is b e c w n g  mere than 
a habit on Bhe p ta~t  of the Government, it is beoomipg 
monete- for qovernment  emb bee some times^ fqr 
good reasons and a t  other times for reasons which 

d are not too ood- to ask f o ~  the, suspiension d the 
B$es ax if five$ Members7 Business is net  werthy 
oj being diseussed. 1 am yetiqg for  the suspension of 
R d e  61 fa) in  the hope that  it might heip to relieve 
to so$e extent the hardship under which the peo- 
ple of Rt. Lacy Bre s&e+ng a t  the present moment 
Up to yesierdw the people were unable to get water 
betwees the h o ~ r s  ef 8 &.mI and 4 p.m. The hon 

d e d  wi:h the @esolutjon i q  cemestion @th supplying 
se+or eeqber_ for  Sf. ifoseph say? that he wanti to 

water for St. h w y  whieh I hope the, Official Report? 

RESOhUTm POSTPONED 

sibilig has been displayed @&h re a r d  to the B of priorit to items on. the Order aper under dov- 
ernment &sinepl. h is thle--we h o w  it is true- 
that &he peqpie i n  &. fiucy want wate*, but are you 
telling s e  thah it was e r e  important to speiid more 
&an an  h o w  to-day in  disctlssiii the BiIi Co give the 
Clove- pewer t? s u m p m  the %o+e a h e r  a hurri- 
cane than proceeding with some of the ether iq1por6; 
ant  an$ urge$ matters under .Gtomrnplent &@ness 7 
ff we 4 1 4  feQowed the usual rocedure which has 
been ade ted from the time I g are  been a, member 
of this &use, that is t o  say, s tar t  with the mohey 
Resolytfons fifsti the Reylutions for  whieh h e  is 
gow being asked to consider, wodd,  have been con- 
sidered especially an  urgent #emiution iike that  re- 
lative to the suppiy of faker  for  fit. h e r .  1 am qoi 
going to sit here and aiiow the 2qrlier sessioq of the 
House to be devoted to* matters of ieeondary im ei%- !i ance and then be told in  the afternoon that  we ave 
important matters to be dealt, with under Oovernment: 
IBusiness. 

ktr. ADAM@: This is Question Time not time 
for Private Ibembers' Jfusiness. (4 hWk~$1: i 
have to discuss the reply. to a &re! the 
0ovei;nment are the best judges as to p ~ i o r i t ~  o mat- 
ters on the order  paper. TWQ 'fuesdays ago the 
~dministrat ion was hoping that these two Bills W O U ~ ~  
have been dealt with, and n o b d d ~  could have fore- 
seen the useiess waste bt time which t ~ o k  i n  
connection wi'th a Bili which is already ;on the gt&tute 
Book. 

I'he question that au!e a )  foe now suspended 

sion. 
was pu€ and resolved in  the rmative without divi- 

has p& d-, and I hope that the hen. member will l RESUMPPIO~ OF. cOW~FYEP! 6~ ClDPfrW 

Frivine the Government time we are fiat voting against 
th- individual tl: and we should not r~i7-i ohjeetioa- m 
personal grounds as some hen. members do. 

Wr. irhAC?k~h$: Ikir. Ohairman,- The first 
itesolution ig f o i  £3,000 to suppfemeni the provision 
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I in the Estimates of Expenditure for the year 1948-49 
under Head VI, Customs, Item 23, Rent of ware- 
houses. It is estimated- 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman,-I have agreed 
and I will always agree to the suspension of the Rules 
when we are deahng with anything of such para- 
mount importance as water. I understood from the 
Leader of the House that it was the Resolution i n  
connection with the supply of water to certain &- 
tricts-and a n  hon. member intimated that it was for 
St. Lucy-with which he was going to deal. If the 
hon. member is going on with the Resolution with 
which he is now dealing, I do not think that we will 
be able to get through with the Resolution relative to 
the supply of water. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Rule was suspended so 
as  to consider Government Business and the Govern- 
ment can deal with any Resolution they want to deal 
with. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: May I respectfully draw to 
your attention that there is such a thing as a breach 
of fai th? I listened carefully to the Leader of the 
House and I was impressed that the Resolution deal- 
ing with the supply of water would have been dealt 
with. (Mr. ADAMS: I mentioned all the Resolu- 
tions). If I am mistaken I will apologize, but that 
is how I was impressed. 

Mr. ADAMS: The hon. member should know 
better than accuse me of any breach of faith. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am not accusing the hon. 
member of any breach of faith: I am reminding him 
about what he said -when asking for leave to move 
the suspension of the Rule. I understood that the 
Rule was suspended principally to deal with the Reso- 
lution in  respect of the supply of water and that was 
brought out by the reply of the hon. junior member 
for St. Lucy. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member said that 
that Resolution would be dealt with among other 
Resolutions. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I do not see how we can get 
through with that Resolution if we continue to deal 
with the Resolution which is now before us. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I suggest that we proceed 
with Resolution No. 4 first. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I agree with the suggestion 

bers in  respect of anything which he proposes i n  this 
House, and he should not allow himself to fall into 
any trap that is being set for him. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I would like to see some 
business done and I beg to move that Resolution 
No. 2 be postponed. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I beg to second that. 
Mr. ADAMS : I accept that. 

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE FOB SUPPLYW wATEB TO 
CERTAIN DISTRICTS. 

Mr. BLACKMAN : Mr. Chairman,-This Reso- 
lution is one for S300 to supplement resolution NO. 55 
of the 10th June, 1947, to provide for the supply of 
water to districts where the supply is inadequate. 

The Addenqum states that by resolution No. 
55/1947 the sum of £1,500 was granted to provide 
for the supply of water to districts where the supply 
is inadequate. Two lorries were taken over from 
the Rehabilitation Committee and fitted with tanks 
and a third lorry has been purchased and similarly 
equipped. These lorries are now in  use. 

Owing to the continued drought there has been a 
further deterioration in the water supply. It is 
therefor , proposed to purchase and equip a fourth 
lorry a t  a cost of £678 to augment the present de- 
livery system to those parts of the Island most seri- 
vusly affected by the drought. 

Under resolution No. 5511947 there is a n  avail- 
able balance of £400 and a further sum of say £300 
is required. I beg to move that this Resolution do 
now pass. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BRANCKER: We must render to Caesar 

the things that are Caesar's. I must congratulate 
the Government on having the foresight to accept the 
suggestion :o deal with thiq Resolution now. I shonld 
like to say that i t  is a question of seeing that the 
best use is made of the additional lorry which it is 
proposed to purchase. At the present time the peo- 
ple of St. Lucy cannot get any water between 8 a.m. 
and 4 p.m., and I would recommend that when this 
lorry is going around the parish it must stop a t  the 
recognised places where water is not available during 
these hours of the day. This lorry should make nr, 

, fewer than two trips during the course of the day 
between the hours which I have mentioned when the 

that we proceed with this Resolution first. The Reso- people cannot get any water. As a matter .of fact, 

Lucy are suffering from the lack of water. 

l lution in connection with the storage of rum is going l I am wondering if one tank is really enough; how- 
to cause a lot of debate and meanwhile people in  St. ever, I will not say anything more about that now. 

The Government must not feel that they have done 
t Mr. P. L. WALCOTT: I t  is strange to hear hon. enough and they must take steps to inform the 
E lliembers after W:! are in Committee of Supply rising Waterworks Department within the shortest possible 
f on points of order where there is no order existing. time after water is unavailable i n  any district. This 

It has been said that if we deal with Resolution question of water supply is a very vital one and if 
4 , No. 2 first we will not get through the one dealing hon. members suffered from the lack of water, they 

1 with the supply of water, and I know that hon. mem- would know what i t  means. I t  is not a matter of 
bers will purposely do that. I know that if the hon. waiting for two days before the Head of the Depar t  1 senior member for St. Joseph deals with the Resolu- merit is aware that water is not available in  any dis- 

1 tion in  respect of the storage of rum there are cer- trict;  the Waterworks Department should be informed 
1 tain members who will talk on that Resolution until about the matter a t  an  early time and a tank should 

3.30 o'clock and then they will not be so discreet as be on its way to the district. I repeat that the i ho agree to the suspension of Rule 61  (b) so as to deal aovernmcnt must take steps to ensure that as soon 
with the Resolution in  respect of the supply of water. as water becomes unavailable in  a district a tank is 1 I therefore appeal to the hon. senior member for St. on its way to rupply water. The people in the coun- 

! Joseph to proceed with this Resolution No. 4 so that t ry  di~tr ict~s feel worried when they cannot get any 
"hen hon. members begin their usual stunts i n  deal- w a t e ~  and they hear that i t  can be'obtained in  the 1 ing with the other Resolution we will have already fashionable districts like Hasting. and St. Lawrence. a got through the one for the supply of water and the Mr. TALMA: I would like to assure hon. mem- 

people will not suffer. I represent one of these areas bers that the Navy Gardens district seldom has water 1 where the water supply is inadequate and I would and that is a fashionable district. 
like to  put celjain points to hon. members. I am Mr. BRANCKER: I hope that this Resolution 
sure that the hon. senior member for  St. Joseph is will be passed without any further delay and that 

, capable of understanding the attitude of hon. mem- the Government will take steps to send a supply 
j 
l 
l 
1 

l 
l 
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of vater  to any district as soon as water is not avail- 
able in  the district. 

Mr. ADAMS : Whenever the parishes of St. Peter 
and St. Lucy lack water the Government is promptly 
informed. The Manager of the Waterworks Depart- 
ment has been instructed to make enquiries in  St. 
Peter and St. Lucy where people have complained 
about the lack of water and a list is to be put np  
in  certain shops so that it can be known when the 
lorry is coming. Three lorries are to be stationed a t  
the Police Station in  St. Peter so as to prevent them 
from coming to Bridgetown for water when it is need- 
%d. I am sure that if the hon. junior member for St. 
Lucy will tell his constituents to notify the nearest 
policeman or the drivers of these lorries of the water 
going off or of any complaints that are made, the list 
will be revised from time to time in order to ensure 
that people get water. I was surprised to hear the 
hon. member mention two trips a day; more than t w ~  
trips per day have been made to St. Peter in  the 
last month or so. I assure the hon. member that this 
is not a matter for complacency and the Government 
is only too anxious to hear complaints from people 
who say that some people get water and others do 
not get any. Of course, what I have said also ap- 
plies to the St. David7s district; people will be noti- 
fied a., to when the lorrier will be coming. 

Mr. BRANCKER: As regards these trips, what 
I said was that a t  least two trips should be made 
during the period be'weeii 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., whim n:, 
water is available. Another point is this; the hon. 
member has made a suggestion about hon. members 
getting in touch with the Government; but what 
about getting in touch with the Head of the Water-- 
works Department? I s  the hon. member conceding 
that it is a useless waste of time trying to get i n  
touch with the Officer of that Department if You 
want quick action taken ? 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: 1 am not opposing this 
Resolution but I want to say that the sending of a 
lorry with water does not increase the water supply: 
that only takes water from one district to another, 
and no district is over-supplied a t  present. The right 
course to adopt is to take Dr. Senn's Report, see 
where the available sources of water are and get that 
water into the mains. We should not wait until Mr. 
Roddam7s scheme comes into force because that will 
take fitre Years from noW. MY suggestion is to get, 
the water into the mains and not rely on lorries to 
transport water. A lorry Can only transport about 
7,000 gallons of water a day whereas a little PUmP 
could supply about 30,000 gallons more. 

Mr. HAyNES : I think it is rather shortsighted 
to leave the existing means of water for filling these 
tanks. I think the Government should t ry  and find 
put whether they cannot obtain this water from local 
wells. I am not informed as to the conditions, but 
there is a fine well a t  Mount Payer and I cannot 
why these tank lorries cannot be filled from this well. 
Tn that way they would save pulling away water 
from mains which are very low in  pressure a t  the 
present moment. I would like to know if some en- 
quiries could not be made along the lines I havr 
mentioned. 

Mr. ADAMS : I n  reply to the last two hon. mem- 
bers who have spoken, I should like to say that men- 
tion had been made of certain wells to the Manager 
of the Waterworks Department who said that they 
were tainted. We have an  agreement with Carring- 
ton's for the supply of water and I would suggest 
that they give us  the water and let us pay for pump- 
ihg it. We are considering other wells along the 
lines mggested in  Dr. Senn's Report to see if we can 
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do with them as we have done in the case of Car- 
rington's and get the water into the mains. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I think the Government has 
to be extremely careful as to how it attempts to 
tap some of these wells i n  ordqr to get water. The 
hon. senior member for St. Andrew has referred to 
the Mount Poyer well and I think that it was through 
this well that we had a dangerous epidemic in  St. 
Peter. (A MEMBER: That is not correct). I 
speak under correction but I know the well to which 
the hon. member has referred and I am almost sure 
that it was the Mount Poyer well v which caused a 
number of deaths in St. Peter some time ago. I do 
not know what the experience of the hon. junior mem- 
ber for St. Lucy has been, but I was pained to hear 
his statement about there being a waste of time com- 
plaining to the Waterworks Department. It is to be 
assumed that the hon. member has some reason for 
making the statement but I have found the Depart- 
ment rather co-operative and willing to assist in any 
way to relieve the water shortage. As a matter of 
fact, this very mode of conveying water by tanks was 
adopkd by the Government on the recommendation 
of the Manager of the Waterworks Department. After 
a private individual had begun it and the Manager 
of the Department saw how advantageous it was, he 
in a very strong minute to the Government urged 
the adoption of the method of conveying water to  
the districts which needed it. He displayed com- 
mendable energy in endeavouring to get vehicles 
equipped for transporting water, and whether or not 
he is confined to working within the limits of a sched- 
ule arranged by the Government, my experience has 
been that you have only to go and satisfy him that 
there is an  acute water shortage i n  a particular area 
and with the utmost expedition he tries to get water 
there. Residents in Christ Church and St. Philip can 
testify that immediately after complaints were made 
they have received some relief. I repeat that I do not 
know what the experience of the hon. junior mem- 
ber for St. Lucy has been, but my own experience 
has been, and from remarks which have been made 
by hen. members they are in agreement with me, 
the Department certainly does its best to the limit 
of its resources and capacity to assist i n  relieving 
this acute water shortage. 

Mr. SYMMONDS: Before the question is put, 
I should like to support those hon. members who have 
expressed themselves in favour of this Resolution. I 
hear everybody talking about St. Lucy and about the 
disabilities under which the people hve: but in the 
parish of St. George in  districts such as Free Hill, 
Applewhaites, Drax Hall, Melverton, Lower Newbury 
-as a matter of fact, in every section people have 
to walk for miles in order to get water. While it is 
not the fault of the Waterworks Department, there 
is the need for some immediate relief to be granted 
to the people. I remember that the Government prom- 
ised me that they would make some money available 
for the services of a 1orr;v to be requisitioned for sup- 
plying water in St. George. I n  certain districts peo- 
ple have to travel for miles in order to get a drink 
of water, apart from getting water for the ordinary 
daily bath. People have to travel for miles in  order 
to get water which is carried in buckets through dust. 
ridden streets. I appeal to the Government to carry 
out its promise to place a lorry a t  the disposal of the 
people of St. George so that they can get some relief 
where the water shortage is concerned. 

Mr. DOWDING: I would like to be certain, iE 
there is aqy information available, as to what steps 
are being taken to procure the pipes necessary for  
the water supply. As my colleague has said, the 
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5 49 not t&& it qgcessgq for me to much grant exemptions from taxation, but it will be ob- 

P d i~ 8 u p g ~ r t  o$ the bg e% W Address. e have served that 1 have asbeg the C l e ~ r m e n %  to %ale steps 
i a  ~ ? ~ z q t q  t ? ~  no fewer than 10,W people- ts enable the Famcwal Autborildes t e  reHewa the l a ~ d  
$49 that I_ sub@t a gogseryqtive estimate-who are tax; because we know thak if M8 quesbioq is left ea- 
w~wgloyed,  ancl oven edgra t iop  on a veFy mugh tirely i n  the 4i3qds ~ 4 !  the Parochial Autho~ities, ten 
l 4 ~ g 9 ~  s ~ d e  tk94 we can expect will be ipsufficient to out of the eleven Vestries will claim the% they c a m s t  
prqyide wqrk #or Bfiis large n w b e r  of upeqgloyed &ord to do that and they need to eolleet these Qaxes 
pe~ple.  It is therefore necessary that urgent action in  order to underwrite the runnfng expenses of %he 
be ticken m order to begq local' publqc works 111 an parishes each yeaa. I am therefore sugges%ing that 
ende@vour to prodde ~ r k  for the large nqmber of the Government rJhould make it clear to the Pa~echia l  
sul led aqd v~!~gi_Ued workers vho find themselves Authorities that it is prepared b x i m b u m  &hem to 
without any chance of obtaining a livelihood to-day. the exteat----- 
Wjtl;? regard to the items enumerated in this Address, Mr. BPEAKER : Hon. members must give the 
the ~%clamatieq ~f the Constitvitio~ Swqmp haq been hon. member who is spe&ng a n  oppertupity to be 
urggd f ~ r  ~ 9 ~ 0  t i g e  now and the Legislature has heard. There will be a plenty of time for thew to 
actupIQ voted mQpe for the purpose. The lwt speak later on. I o@ci@l re%q?n give9 ,Qr not qtartine; this W Q ~ P  was Mr. CRA\JTF'ORD : I was suggesting that the 
that the rainy 8 ~ , 0 a  WBS t$ 'set Ip, that y a s  Central Government should inform the Parochial Au- 
Naye;wbe~ last e%r, &p$ the work could not be under- thorities that i t  is prepared to reimburse them to the 
teliexl dnrigg t g e ~aigy seaqon. Those expected raips extent of t,he amounts invplved. I am not suggesting 
P ~ F P  came. All the equi ment for doipg Qis job is that there should be any indiscriminate relief given 
in the O Q ~ Q P ~ ~  & ~ d  T &;;fi(i like to 8~bxr& that the to people; because there are certain small holders in  
tiwe h@@ WQFB thgp c m e  vhep sgme egort should be certain parts of the colony who may have had good 
mqde ts &&rt this hj!igh!y esseptial public project. The crops. There are also certain small holders who, be- 
~ a n $ t x a c t i 9 ~  of the ~ ~ 9 ~ . 0 s e d  Fsst  Cogst Road a s d  cayse of irrigation or because of the use to which they 
tbe Q ~ c l e  t,@ck fyop Thickets is also jopg qverdue put  their small bits of land, are i n  just as  good a po- 
and the hqgidatqre has alsn votgd po9e for the sition to pay their laqd tax as any large lqndowner. 
cwweqgqment of thiw qcheme. The o d ~  o stacle, in  Provided that these pm41 lapdownerr, cap establish 
we #8r 3 , ~  I I ~ y 4  beep &le t~ gatpqr, which exists with that they are unable to pay their taxes, the Parocbigl 
regard tn  the ~tqrt.tjffg 03 thjs pypject iq the fact that Authorities should be enable4 to give them some re- 
it way be f ~ p q d  geceegry the Government to 
+quire certain area% of t a ~ d  along the prop~sed route 
in wder t~ obtaiq the secessary width for the pro- 
p~seii roqd i and the fear has keep expressed that 
there a ~ p l d  be ca~sjdera,blp delay iqvslved iv ocqvir- 
ingi this. l&%$, and a180 that qteps &opldl be t&ep firgt 
t , ~  pngNye that thg ipcreaaed yglue c& the gd;jqcent 
lwd d~,ea pet ga t9 the presegt o w ~ e ~ - 8  qlthough the 
fiaversment B e ~ e f r ' ~  fr(m jt. I $ I I thaL this qlatter 
i!i ~SQ, urgent, the r w d  zs needed and the people i11 
t h e n  p@ri&ea a ls ,~  w e d  wsrk, t h t  the Governmevt 
ypql4 be yell qdyised to stsrt  this p ~ a d .  The Gqv- 
er3bl~efft. has p w e r  under. the COJIPP,U~SQ~Y Land 
A c g u ~ ~ t l o q  Act to, %quire  any are39 which it pants  
and the que&ioa of the price to be pai4 for them Call 
be g ~ ~ e  I Q ~ Q  by the Goverq~ea t  qnd the respective 
o7pl)eyg evm while the road is b i n g  constructed. 4 s  
a wpttes of factl 1 recall thgt i p  Trini?&d during the 
War year% wbeq the 4mericgq G~yergment had to 
acquire coma;rt+tiuelp lgrge ereas f w  defeqce con- 
strygtio.q, the T~inidqd Goae rp~en t  empovered the 
Amerieap Ba$e coqqtrqc$~rs to start vaqrk gnd tben 
wt@$ legal arreqgerpegts gnd general negotia- 
tiana with the oxQers 4 the Icjgd with. regard to the 
cwpen%@tiw fw any &reas s , ~  acauired. I believe 
that, the %&me t h i ~ g  cRn "be dofie here and i t  sboulci 
be 4me. V e  ah~u l$  stgr4 thp cwstypction of this 
T Q B ~  an& if nece@,@ry, tbp ro~isiong pf certain 
whiob are QQW bfwe us v 1 ich might W P , ~  t~ awp- 
erq c$ Iqpd in this area cop14 be pade  retrogctiye in 

' lief. I have made an  e~timate and 1 have discovered 
that tbere are about 26,000 $mall holders. w h ~  w ~ u l d  
come within this cqtegory &nd the number of acres 
they Qwn is slightly qver 30,000, roughly IQ,211 acres. 
I believe that for the purpose of this su getjtion W can safely assume that we rqgy have to a or4 exemp- 
tion to t4e owners of about 5,000 aores apd if y e  use, 
say, the sum of $3 as  QP ayexage tax on an  acre oJ 
land, i t  will cost the Government +bout 23,000 to 

. afford this deserving mlief tq these unfortunate 
P Q P ~  That sum af 553,000 is neither Fere nor there 
QnIy this morning there pas  witharavn a Resolution 
f ~ r  over 92,600 to b ~ i q g  out a Fire Brigade expert 
ancl his fqmily on a hqtiqay trip to B a ~ b a d ~ s ,  and If 
we cap afYord t9 give a holiday $0 sowe undeserviqg 
Englishman we can afford to spend R3,QOO in  gyantiqg 

' relief from tqxation to people who, for  the greater 
part, have lost money on their small holding6 last 
iear ,  and who certainly did not make a sisgle cent 

' but of these hol4ipgs with yhicb to pay their taxes 
, for that particular yeqr. I hope that h ~ n .  members 
' ~vil l  agree to that vhggestion and that relief wjll be 
' afforded to these people. The pext item in  the Ad- 

dress is the developqeqt of the Ajrport a t  Segwell 
! and the con~truction of a new runway suitable for 
nse by larger aircraft. It Is unpecessary for me to 
qpeak'at any l e p e h  on thqt. As a matter of &et, on 

l the reco,mmendation of the P~pblip Works, Depart- 
' went we have a l r e ~ d v  iqcluded the sum of %3,000 in 
I the cqrreqt y e a ~ ' s  $stiwates for the prp.ose of im- 

&er $6 apply t ~ ,  these rrdv%gt transactioqs. I do 
ggt thi& $be, qb,tae,clg of l a ~ d  acquisition can be 
regarded 88 a w t b i ~ q  i n s u r q ~ ~ q t & e  or the caKse of ! 
i l ~ x  f u ~ t k e r  delw b l o ~ e  the s_cke~e  is commenced. 

yd bp #e exmpt io ;~  f r m  land t 3 ~  areas 
a@ wre  QT less, it is ye l l  b o r n  that 

ve haw had a yerx s%ye.re drought tor the past 
g g h t e ~  p &c+ in  C,Q~QQ, an4 I lrpo~p from 
m4# ~ y + q  e ~ r g g c e ,  Qh@t gqUite a few ~f the p ~ a l t  land 
awper8 ~ e ,  it, i m p ~ ~ s i b l e  $4 get, fo94 to est, and 
they vsdd h 4  it me& to g$ momx yith ~ W @ I  
to, p~ @z+j+ , l  know i!, V@ !Q s r q e 4  tb-, the 

proving the 'Permina1 Bui$&n,g a t  Beawelf, and 5 am 
urging that this work be started a t  once in  con ju~c -  
tiop with the construction of a new runway which 
is being: urged in this kddrws. As regar& the ye- 
pairs to the whgrf walls, I think that money for this 

' Purpose was vote4 qs far  b c k  8s 194% befo%e the be- 
' ginning oP the present sessioq. F e  djd some of it 
. last year and whep the wmainder should haye b,wn 
, bee, the qrgument was, adtragced th+t the rajqy : sewon WW cornin h a%@ n@thin$ could be done cfur- 5 , b$: that w n .  tW the t h e  has come vbea  we 
. sbodd start k exae~d the renlainbep ~f the vote on 

F a ~ ~ ~ h l q l  4ut40.ntre~ b v q  ~t ,tth.m. t h e ~ r  ~ ~ w e r  to ' the a e m a v  rePS%= to the wharf a d  a t  the w v  
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time provide some employment for  people who have 
been engaged in  this work. With regard to the con- 
struction of the proposed new elementary and second- 
ary schools, every year for  some years now we have 
done a certain amount of school buildings; hon. mem- 
bers will recall that we have spent money on quite a 
few new buildings for elementary schools in  some 
parishes, St. James and St. Philip, for instance, and 
we have also spent a sum of money on the construc- 
tion of the new Combermere School and in  the repairs 
to other secondary schools. This year it is proposed 
to build the new Parry and Coleridge School and a 
few new elementary schools. Regret has already been 
expressed that the building programme for new 
schools is not much more extensive than has been con- 
templated by the Government; but whether or not 
we agree with the extent of the work proposed, I do 
feel that the time has come when we should start 
work on these schools. The crop has been finished; 
we have about seven or eight months before another 
crop starts and the policy is that we should not do 
extensive works during the reaping season, therefore 
if this money is to b: expended and the vote is not to 
lapse, I think that stl~rps should be taken immediately 
on the coilstruction of these schools. Finallj-, ther- 
is the question of the laying of all water illains and 
the erection of standpipes which have been requested 
or suggested by Parochial Authorities or by petitions. 
If we are really trying to provide work for unem- 
ployed, unskilled workers who have been displaced 
on the sugar estates either through mechanization or  
lack of rainfall or both, then we will see that the 
laying of these mains will provide work for these peo- 
ple. A few years ago the Parochial Authorities 
throughout the island submitted a fairly extensive 
schedule covering all the needed water mains and 
standpipes in  their respective parishes ; and sometime 
last year we voted £112,000 for purchasing equipment 
for  extending the water supply of the island as had 
been recommended by Mr. Roddam, and we were told 
that we could expect this equipment within about 
two years. I t  is therefore fairly safe to expect that by 
June next year we may get the equipment which has 
been ordered as a result of the passing of this Reso- 
lution for £112,000. But  I want hon. members to 
bear in  mind that this £112,000 was voted only for 
the purchase of machinery and pumping equipment ; 
a n d  after we shall have got the machinery here 
we will have no mains laid in  order to provide the 
people with water in  the areas which have been out- 
lined by the Parochial Authorities. If we get the 
equipment here next June, i t  will take some months 
to enx t  and install it. (A MEMBER: Ten y-ars). If 
we have not laid the mains before, we shall then have 
to lay them and we will already have had the water. 
I want to suggest, therefore that the Government 
should start now on the laying of these mains. The 
hon. senior member for St. George asked a short while 
ago about the possibility of getting water mains for 
an  area in St. George and he was told by the hon. 
senior member for St. Joseph that as soon as the 
Crown Agents say that we can get the mains we will 
get them. I want to say two things in  answer to that; 
if the Colonial Office is made to understand that we 
want these mains in  order to provide some work for 
our unemployed, and is also reminded that we already 
have a large order for equipment from the United 
Kingdom, that we need these mains in order to dis- 
tribute the increased supply of water which we hope 
to get, I am sure that we will get these mains without 
any delay. As a matter of fact, there is a certain 
amount of pipes in  the island now. The amount that 
is here now can do a considerable amount of work, 

and while we are using these pipes we can send a 
rush order to the United Kingdom for  more. I am 
sure that by the time we have finished using what 
pipes we have, we will get more. No mains can be 
found for Drax Hall or Marchfield and p;-t a lot of 
private individuals are getting all the material they 
want! I see that in  Christ Church little Welches 
and Maxwe1.l have got mains recently and Amity 
Lodge has also been putting down mains although I 
understand the Government is safeguarding itself by 
telling the owiiers of these properties that the mere fact 
that they have got the mains does not guarantee that 
they will get watm. My suggestion is that we should 
start an  extensive scheme of putting down mains all 
over the island wherever we have the water, and by 
the time that we have finished doing that, the equip. 
ment for supplying the water will be here. Let u s  
stop supplying mains to private estates even although 
the people pay handsomely for them. I understand 
that it cost the owner of Amity Lodge £5,000 to get 
the mains there; I suggest that we stop supplying 
mains to private properties and start supplying them 
in some of the districts which are densely inhabited 
and which are without water and fire protection. I 
have been reminded that in  the entire Bank Hall dis- 
trict there is not a single fire hydrant and that is a 
densely-populated district. I n  the same area there 1 are large districts in which there is no water supply. 
I want to impress upon the Government the neces- 
sity for dealing with this question of laying water 
mains. Roads and water are of the greatest import- 
ance to the colony: we have started with the tenan- 
t ry  roads and now let us get down to the matter of 
laying water mains. Let us impress upon the Colo- 
nial Office the necessity for getting pipes and let us  
t ry  and make a start with laying the pipes to take 
water to residents in  those areas where there is no 
water so that i t  will be available when the new equip- 
ment which we have on order is installed. I believe 
that i t  would require about £100,000 to implement 
the recommendations made by the various Parochial 
Authorities with regard to the laying down of water 
mains. I do hope that in the same manner i n  which 
work is being done on the tenantry roads-the result 
of action initiated from the floor of this House-we , shall soon see work being started on the extension of 

1 the water supply. As a matter of fact, I have made 
a list of some of the areas in  all the parishes which 
are very urgently i n  need of water and in  which re- 
peated requests have been made either by private in- 
dividuals or by the Parochial Authorities to the 
Government for years, even before the War, in order 
to get relief in  this respect. I want to suggest finally 
that the projects enumerated i n  this Address, if they 
are undertaken, will provide a considerable amount of 
work for a considerable number of unemployed peo- 
ple throughout the island for a reasonable length of 
time. I want to remind hon. members that we have 
lying idle in  the Treasury to-day millions of dollars 
of the taxpayers' money and some of it a t  least should 
be spent in  providing these necessary public utility 
services and simultaneously employing people. I also 
want to remind the Government that we are not going 
to come here repeatedly and express our endorsement 
of certain works being undertaken and actually going 
so f a r  as to provide money for the work to be un- 
dertaken and then have our requests completely ig- 
nored by the Government. If hon. members will 
recall they will realise that a lot of the important 
matters which have been undertaken this session have 
been undertaken after they have been urged by hon. 
members in  this Chamber. The inference is that if 
they had never been urged here they would not have 
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been undertaken a t  all. As a matter of fact, I should 
like to say incidentally that if, for instance, as it is 
now claimed, America needs 20,000 workers-nearly 
seven times the number mentioned by Mr. MacDonald 
a few weeks ago-is it not safe to assume that if we 
had representatives on the s p o t  

Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable member is not 
now dealing with. this Address and I cannot allow any 
debabe on anything e;lse. The honourable membel- 
must confine his remarks to this Address. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am trying to make this 
point; apparently it is absolutely necessary for mem- 
bers of this House to indicate the direction in which 
the Government should travel. Your Honour will 
note that in the second of the introductory paragraphs 
to this Address it is stated: "The House notes, with 
considerable dissatisfaction, that the Government has 
made no effort to relieve the condition of the people 
and provide assistance and further the House k of t h e  
opinion, that the conditions outlined above have cre- 
ated a situation in  the Colony which is fraught with 
danger." Inasmuch as that paragraph has been in- 
serted I feel that I should be allowed to say some- 
thing in  connection with it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think so. The House 
passed an  Address in connection with emigration last 
week and if you go back on that, other hon. members 
will do the same. Let us confine ourselves to this 
particular Address. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I presume the opportunity 
will come when we get a reply to the Address which 
was passed last week. I want to re-emphasize that 
it is highly important for hon. members to take every 
possible step to ensure that requests made on the flool 
of this House by the people's representatives are not 
flouted by the Executive. If  we are elected by the 
people to sit here either to initiate or suggest legisla- 
tion for the improvement of their conditions, we 
should be betraying their trust if we allow a handful 
of people who are selected from this House to sit on 
the Executive, to completely ignore our expressed 
desires. Therefore we have to make it clear that we 
do not propose to permit this Address to suffer the 
same treatment which a former Address along the 
same lines and which was passed in this House nearly 
a year ago, has suffered. We sat here and voted no 
less than £75,000 with the understanding that the 
Government would utilise it to repair the tenantry 
roads, to do work on the East Coast Road, the Con- 
stitution Swamp and other improvements; and all 
that has been done is to spend some of the money on 
the repair of the tenantry roads and on the construc- 
tion of roads a t  the Pine, which work was also includ- 
ed in the Resolution under reference. I sincerely 
trust that other hon. members will join me to-day in 
reiterating for the benefit of the Head of the Admin- 
istration that when the House takes action of this 
sort, sends u p  an  Address of this nature to the Gov- 
ernment and actually provides the money for the 
work being done, the House does so not because there 
is an  opportunity for making speeches but because 
it wants something done. If the Government is going 
to undertake to treat the House as it likes, some rea- 
sons should be given; and so f a r  we have not received 
from the Government any reasons as to why none of 
the works suggested in  a previous Address has been 
started or will be started with the minimum of delay. 
I think I have said enough on all these items to sub- 
stantiate the claim that the work should be started a t  
once, and I think that they are all SO obvio~sly essen- 
tial and for the good of the country that there should 
be no opposition or objection on the part of any hon. 
member to supporting them. 
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Mr. SYMMONDS: I want to support the re- 
marks of the hon. member who has just sat  down; I 
want to second the motion for the passing of this 
Address. There seems to be something definitely 
wrong and rotten in the state of Denmark, this little 
island of Barbados. Hon. members of this House, 
conscious of the starvation rampant among the unem- 
ployed in this island, went out of their way almost 
a year ago before I had the honour of a seat i n  this 
Chamber, to pass a Resolution for $75,000 to be spent 
in  relieving the unemployed, to prevent the continu- 
ance of the deaths from starvation of babies and of 
grown-ups; and those who continue for one reason or 
another to stand in the way of implementing this Reso- 
lution are deliberately guilty of the murder of these 
innocent people. (Cheers from the strangers' gal- 
lery). I do not want to incite anybody to mutiny, but 
if I do not speak, the stones outside will cry out. 
This kind of obstruction must be definitely stopped; 
the wishes of the majority of the elected representa- 
tives of the people in  this Chamber must be respected. 
This policy of ignoring most contemptuously the 
wishes of the majority in this House on the people's 
behalf when the people's need should be given first 
consideration, cries to high heaven. I do not know 
what kind of hearts those who advise His Excellency 
the Governor must have when many of them in their 
election campaign walked through the villages and 
saw the dying state of the little children because 
their p a r f ~ t s  were unempi'oyed. Here we haver an  es- 
ample of that kind of pettiness, definite pettiness, 
which will cause thousands of people to experience a 
living death; because you will find that people have 
to walk from their homes from day to day with the 
worms gnawing a t  their vitals and people who have 
been sent to this House by those same people, use 
their position to advise that relief works should not 
be started in this colony for the relief of the people! 
That is adding double insult to injury. I cannot 
speak too strongly in this matter. I do not want to 
criticise the Government or anybody else for the 
sake of criticising them in this matter on which I 
feel most strongly. Hon. members on my left can 
talk as much as they like about Carrington's Village 
but a lot of people have had to pay more for land in 
Carrington's Village than they would have had to pay 
otherwise because of the action of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That matter cannot be raised 
in this debate; the matter of this Address is what we 
are debating. 

Mr. SYMMONDS: I was merely replying to 
asides from hon. hecklers on my left. I want to com- 
pel the attention of hon. members to the fact that 
whereas we pass measures in this House ostensibly to 
help people, there are those a t  the head of this set-up 
who advise the Head of the Administration to do 
the very opposite to what the majority of this House 
time after time ask the Head of the Administration 
to do on behalf of the people. The entire policy of 
this Government in  relation to relief works and in 
relation to the implementation of proposals which 
would supply with work thousands of needy people 
in  this colony, is one which deserves the greatest con- 
demnation. I support this Address because I feel 
that the people should have somebody to champion 
their cause or they will continue to be fooled and they 
will die being fooled by some members in  this Assem- 
bly. (Cheers). 

Dr. WILSON: The hon. senior member for St. 
Philip has treated this question in  a very able man- 
ner and I would also like to make a few observations . 
relative to this Address. I should like to say that this 
question is not any new one; a similar Address was 
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der if the hon. member who raised his voice to high 
heaven r'eally meant what he saidj that the Hirecutive 

Hmse, I feel that hon. members khtnild have an 6PpOT- have wilfully turned dciwn these sehkmes, beean& 
tunity of considering it. It has been said that the nbt one of the seherties has been t-hrned dowh by the 
Gmemment has refnsed t b  ifitplenhent schemes Exkcutive. Wd asked for prloPitY witH regard to the 
£m the relid of unemployment ; I And, however, that tenantry roads( and Mr. Harrid feels that Iri0i.e people 
the $am of 525,mO mt of the S75,000 Which Was voted cdnId be employed oh the tefiahtl'y roadb thdn an the f bag tllpe~ltf, ifi rCii@ed, df the tenrsntPp road@ and East Ooast Road; ndtnrally we took his ddrice. There 
ft ~annrn be said that the Governm~nt has iefuead to I are two reasons why we bade sdaited m the tencintry 
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1 roads first; one is that Mr. Harris has advised that 
more people could be employed and the other is that 
an infinitely more Conservative House in their Reso- 
lution in respect of the East Coast Road said that 
the House was of opinion that the Government 
should take active steps to get something done with 
regard to the value of the land. The hon. senior 
member for St. Andrew has offered the Government 
to give up the increased value of his land which might 
go from $10 to $50 per acre. The present Compul- 
sory Purchase Act is one of the most damnable Acts 
in its operation; the jury of assessors soak the Gov- 
ernment. The present Act is for the express purpose 
af making it impossible for a jury to value land at 
$5 per acre because the Government wants it. I t  is 
intended by the Government to bring up the amend- 
ment to the Act immediately after the Public 
Health Bill has been passed and when the 
amendment is passed we will be in a better position 
to make sure that the Government gets back 
some of the additional value of the land on ac- 
count of the, road being constructed {there. AS 
se~yarde the Constitution Swamp, that is a mat- 
ter of technical advice. The honourable senior mem- 
%er for St. Philip and I along mth other Persons sat 

~ ~ m b e r s  of the Ten-year Plan Committee and 
according to the advice we had, we reported thus: 
8 t The canalisation and drainage of Constitution 
Swamp is a subsidiary scheme which cannot be taken 
until the present Victoria Bridge has been widened 

as to permit of rapid disposal of flood water." 
The h ~ n .  senior member for St. Philip signed that and 

SO did the hen. junior member for St. Michael and I. 
@ince then we have had advice that that not 
strictly accurate ; and we have also had advice that 
we would be throwing away money if we did not first 
control the tides by widening the Victoria Bridge, 
putting the necessary gates and so forth. That is 
why the canalisation of the Constitution Swamp has 
not yet been started. In  1940, or thereabout, I was a 
member of the Unemployment Committee alo% 
with the senior member for St. Philip and on 
our suggestion the sum of $2,000 was passed in this 
House for doing work in respect of the C0nstitUtioY.l 
Swamp. At that time it was also likely that there 
would be a short crop and We thought that we would 
make the m@mY available and employ people as SoO~ 
as the Crop was over. The only reason why any of 
these schemes has been postponed is because we got 
this techllical advice that we &odd wait until some-, 

else has been done. The hen. senior mmber 

the erection of St. Leonard's School, for instance, 
when we say that we are starting it %' We are starting 
the building of the Science Room for Queen's Col- 
lege; we are not neglecting any of these things. & 
regards the laying of water mains, a small water 
main going into a person's premises from a large 
main is a vastly different thing from the large mains 
which we intend to lay. We run small mains for 
people who want them but we say: "We do not 
guarantee that we will be able to give you the press- 
ure and we may not give you the water at all. You 
will get the mains until the water is available." The 
hon. senior member for St. Philip says that if the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies knows our condi- 
tion the mains will be available. Every colony in 
the British Empire is being told the same thing : "As 
quickly as possible we will make them available to 
you." We are not being accused of sloth or wicked- 
ness but of absolute imbecility; and indeed we on the 
Executive mould be absolute imbeciles to have the 
means of making thousands of friends and put away. 
the means of doing so from ourselves. If the hon. 
senior member for St. Philip did not want to incite 
people against the Labour Government, he would have 
asked what progress has been made in respect of these 
schemes. As a matter of fact, I see from the file 
before me that when the hon. member went witb 
the deputation to Government House, he did ask cer- 
tain questions and got certain replies. (Mr. CRAW- 
FORD : I have them here too). I am sorry that 1 
cannot quote from this file. The hon. member must 
Fppreciate the faet that it is sometimes necpssapy fop 
persons in the position of the Head of the Executive 
to point out that the Head of tlie Executive cannot 
pet alone ; in other words when people attempt to sug- 
gest to others that they should do something wholly 
uncomti~utional, they are to be remindeq of the 
constitutional way of doing things. I cannot say any- 
thing more on that particular point but the hone mem- 
ber knows exactly what I am referring to. I t  would 
have been the easiest thing in the world for the hon. 
member to question the Government and have clear 
and explicit reasons as to why any of these schemes 
had not been starte& We have tried to get Exeen- 
tive mgineem along with M,.. that while 
W= doing the tenantry roads they could be doing 
something else. Everybody cannot use a theodolite, 
and the East Coast Road should be a substantial road 
if it to- be at an useful. $he Secretars of' State 
for the Colonies sent us the names of peo le from 
England and we said that we did not want t ese peo- 

for St. Philip has made a suggestion as to the relief ple- I K 
,of land tax ; that will not help u n e m p l o y ~ t  but it Mr. CRAWORD : I want to atop the hon. mem- 
is a matter which needs careful consideration and ber fmm further b,. pOr the de of 
while the Executive will naturally consider it care- 
fully, I repeat that it will not help memployment.: 
That is merely a relief scheme for the p e w t s  be- 
eawe of the short Crop. AS regards the work at Sea- 
well, we are advised that in the absence of more heavy 
eqllipment including r0llerS We should not  tart work 
there ; that is the only reason why that work has not 
h e n  started. In  connection with the repairs to the 
Wharf walls, I must confess that that has not been 
substantially brought, recently at  a y  rate, before 
the Executive Committee but there are regular re- 
ports made as to the condition of these walls and if 
there is any recommendation to the Department that 
such and such a wharf wall should be repaired, natur- 
ally that is something which brooks no delay. With 
regard to the construction of the proposed new Ele- 
mentary and Secondav Schools, does the hen. senior 
member for St. Philip think that we will not start. 

th, other speakem I want tf, say that the 
with regard to the East Coast R o d  is different from 
that of ,&the cycle Track. The hen. melly& has W- 
gested that you would have to do something far more 
elaborate in the case of the pjast coast Road. 

&fr. ADAMS : 1 am the scheme which 
originated when Sir Frank Stockdale was in office. 
recollection ia that it was a of both the 
coast ~~~d and the Cycle Track. 

M,. SPEAKER: ~h~~ are two &tinet thingee 
M,. CRAWFORD: Perhaps if I had stopj?ed 

the hon. membef earlier he would not have said that. 
~ h ,  House passed a Resolution embodying certain 
items to which it attention paid and the aov- 

sent down a Resolution for %75,00&its 0- 

fipre-as an instalment towards doing this work. The 
East Coast Road alone would cost £75,000 ; the origin- 
al was g100,000. 
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Mr, ADAMS: This House passed a Resolution 
for &75,000 for doing a number of things and in the 
Addendum to that liesolution we said that the sen- 
tence which appears as paragraph 106 of the Ten 
Year Development Plan is not strictly accurate. That 
is what I was quoting. The point which I want to 
make is this; as fa r  as we are concerned, as  long as 
we employ as many people as possible, it does not 
matter where we begin. l should like to remind hon. 
menibers that the Governmjent's schemes are not 
schemes that will employ only carpentens and masons 
but also skilled and unskilled labourers: The schemes 
are for the einployment of as many people.as pm- 
sible and for as long as possible; and the Un~employ- 
ment Committee is still engaged m working out 
scheme,s that will employ people in all the( parishes- 
not merely artisans but every type of worker. 
I t  is necessary that we find iemployment for 
people in their own parish and keep them from drift- 
ing into the town where there is no work for them 
to do. I ask the House to see that we who are members 
of the Executive Committee must of necessity have a 
lot more information or knowledge of the situation 
which other honourable members have not got. If we 
do "A" rather than "B" we do not do it out of our 
own heads; we do it because the Head of the Depart- 
ment or the Engineer consider that we should do "A" 
before we do "B". It is not to say that the Govern- 
ment is doing nothing or that i t  sits down with the 
means of finding work for people and refuses to do 

.the work. Honourable members do not realise how 
money is swallowed up:  for instance, Mr. Skinner es- 
timates that this further £30,000 which is to be 
&pent on the tenantry roads will last for about 
two or three months. \ye' have to watch how 
we are doing work: we have to allocate certain 
ainounts of money to be spent on various t y p ~ ~ ~  
of work rather than spend nzoney on one type 
of work and none on the others. I assun,, honour- 
able members that we are not yet senile; mqe are 
very conscious of our responsibility in  trying to find 
work for people. We do not want, for instance, to 
build an abattoir and then knock it down before an  
animal is killed in  it. If we were to start buying some 
people's cement to canalise the Constitution Swamp 
and then at  thp first heavy rain we saw i t  washed 
down, there would be a howl made in this House that 
we should have got proper advice first before we start- 
ed this work. That is our reason for postponing work 
work on the Constitution Swamp. We are waiting 
until Mr. Crowe, the Town Planning Expert, has 
completed his plans for beiginning the, widening of 
the Victoria Bridge because it would be necessary to 
start work on the Swamp from that end. There is 
only one thing for  which the Government can be 
blamed and it is that we have not been constantly re- 
:membering that the people of Barbados, perhaps more 
so than any other colony, are extremely critical and 
suspicious and they prefer to hear ill of a person than 
good. As you begin to think that anybody can do any 
good, people will have their doubts. I t  is quite easy 
to throw bricks a t  the Government and say that it is 
guilty of murdering children and so forth, and you 
will get more attention paid to you. You will always 
get people ready to support you in  that. Before I sit 
,down, let me say that the Government will give care- 
fu l  consideration to any suggestion that comes from 
the House, but thn ITouse must remember that there 
,is f a r  more knowledge possessed by the Government 
than mere suggestions made from the floor of the 
House. We have to consider honourable members' 
sdpgestions and we also have to ask our technical ex- 
perts : "What do you think about so and so ; what do 

you recommend 7" And we cannot abandon our own 
judgment because there are conflicting claims being 
made between Heads of Departments. For  instance, 
the Commissioner of Police is asking that we start 
work on the Eagle Hall Police Station while the Di- 
rector of Education is asking for  work to be started 
on a school. If we are advised not to build the Police 
Station unless we have steel and steel is not available 
we have to consider carefully if we will igiione lhat 
advice and build the Police Station of wood, or take 
the advice and build something else until we can get 
steel. I repeat that the members of the Executive 
Committee will take care to pay due attention to all 
that comes from the House, but they also have to use 
their own judgment with the advice which they may 
get. I hope that we are not going to hear that we may 
reach the stage of wondering if we have enough people 
to do ,the work contemplated to be done in Barbados. 

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker,-Knowing that I 
shall be accused of throwing bricks a t  the Govern- 
ment I take this opportunity to do so hoping that the 
bricks which I throw will result i n  the building of 
schools in  St. George (Cheers). Now, Sir, what is the 
burden of complaint ? The burden of complaint is un- 
employment and after the speech of the senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph I can only say this: we need techni- 
pal advisers to advise the Government how to govern 
this place; they had better, Sir, import some experts 
and put  them in  the Government. It is said, Sir, that 
the Constitution Swamp cannot be done. (Mr. ADAMS: 
We have not said that it cannot be done). Well, it 
has not been done. Why? For the lack of technical 
advice. The East Coast road cannot be done for want 
of technical advice; the Seawell runway cannot be 
done for want of technical advice and so the refrain 
goes on. There seems to be only one man i n  this 
world who can use a theodolite. Sir, this is a dis- 
~ race fu l  state of affairs, especially when we know that 
so many people are unemployed. It would apppar 
that we are incapable of finding people i n  this island 
who are capable of putting into operation schemes 
that will provide employment for the people. Do we 
need people to come here and tell us how to cut soft 
stone, how to build walls with i t  and how to plaster 
the ~ ~ ~ a l l s ?  Mr. Spielaker, I happen to know that if 
the Government is waiting on steel and material of 
that nature, i t  is not going to get them. Wood can be 
used to the same advantage as striel, especially in these: 
days when we have to improvise. Are private in- 
dividuals sitting down and doing nothing because 
they cannlot get steel? No, S i r ;  they ay,-, patting 
up buildings of stone and wood. It is said that these 
schemes cannot be done but I say that they are not 
being done. There must be in  this island men who can 
use theodolites. There are several engineering firms in  
this island who can be paid fees to survey these areas 
and have the work started. The complacent attitude 
of this Government is to be deprecated; it is in  my 
opinion one of thinking only of getting votes a t  the 
next election. I am not thinking of getting votes. I 
am here to carry out my responsibility to the people. 
I think i t  is time that this Government wake up  and 
do something to give the people the employment which 
they so much need. 

Mr. GARNER: There is nothing I can add to 
this debate that I have not said already. The pro- 
jects mentioned in  this Address were first introduced 
in this House by your humble servant, Mr. Speaker, 
sometime in June last year. I was a t  pains to point 
out t h p t  :he Government would be reluctant to imple- 
m ~ n t  thwe ~rarious schi~mes and, Sir, I can only 
come to the conclusion that where you have a recalci- 



trant; body of men )or men filled with inertia, no 
people can hope to get anything done. I 
have always said that we need in this island of Bar- 
bados a combination of men on the Executive Com- 
mittee, so that there tvi!l be no #on?-man show but a 
display of talent and initiative (Hear, hear). Per- 
haps i t  is because this group of schemes has come from 
the other Party that there is no implementation of 
them, for fear that the other Party would get the 
credit. The initiative, as f a r  as these projects are 
concerned, was not displayed by the Governmient side, 
therefore, no implementation; that is how I feel about 
it. It is about time that this foolishness is stopped and 
let us get some work done because people are starving 
-purely and simply starving. I had hoped that by 
now the East Coast Road would have been nearly 
finished. I had hoped that by now work would have 
been ,started on Seaw d l  runway and .employment pro- 
vided for  p~op le  in Christ #Church and St. Philip on 
the border of Chrilit Church ; we have heard a lot about 
technicalities but there is no technicality in  that. It 
would appear that unless the people are forced to the 
point where they must force their leaders to do some- 
thing to give them relief, the Government will not 
move; that will be a very sad hour and I hope not to 
see it. is no use, time after time when an ~ d d ~ ~ ~ ~  
of this sort comes before the House, the Leader of the 

and members of his party ggtting up and mak- 
ing excuses and then sitting back mmplacently and 
doing nothing; exewes are not enough. That will go on 
for  a certain time but it cannot endure. Somebody 
said sometime ago "You can fool some of the people 
some of the time but you cannot fool all the people all 
fie while you sit here and argue things 
,out in  detail and t ry  to make a pretty picture as to 
why the Government has not done this or that, the 
people are outside starving and are expecting some- 
thing from the Government. You cannot do that all 
the time. The rope is of a given length and you run  
%hat length until you come to the end and when the 
people say "Halt! we want work", you will find that 
your excuses mean nothing and you will have to face 
facts. I feel that i t  is time the Government wake u p  
and get a Coalition so that there can be some initi- 
ative and some movement. As I see it now, what has 
it got? What is this Government made up  of?  Not 
a young man to do anything a t  all! No virility, no 
strength ! You want youth and vigour on the Govern- 
ment, Mr. Speaker. They are becoming incapacitated 
because they have lived their days. I n  other advanc- 
d counkries they say to men like t h e e  "Go ; we want 
new blood." Why should we not do the same here? 
It is not always that men who have been to Harrison 
College or Oxford University have ideas; sometimes 
they are devoid of ideas. Look around and see the 
people who really run  the affairs of this world- 
people who have commonsense and tact. I can say a 
lot by way of attack on this Executive Committee. I 
do not however want to attack th~un very eriouslg but  
something must be done. All these projects would be 
implemented if there was a coalition of Parties; there 
would be no jealousy but because this is a one-man 
show anything that comes from the other side is set 
aside. 811 we hear is that this or that has been con- 
sidered in detail and it cannot be done; everything 
cannot be done. That cannot go on for long. The peo- 

know exactly who are their leadem, will gat 
what they want and what has denied them. After 
all, we do not come here merely to change the Vestry 
smkm or vote monsv to briny somet expert here to in- 
vestigate conditions in  the FCire Brigade, for instance. 
We do not have time for those t h i n r ~ ~  now. Th~ere is a 

time for everything under the sun. Owing to the seri- 
ous drought we haye experienced, we should take a 
glimpse into the future and see if we can do some- 
thing to really help the mass of people who are 
unemployed. That is the work of the Executive Com- 
mittee and because it has not initiative it refuses to 
implement these projects which have been put  for- 
ward by other people; that is the keynote to the 
whole thing. They are jealous and cannot rise to 
great heights. I am sorry that the people of this 
country have not yet secured the true, natural leader- 
ship to which they are really entitled. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I think the honourable mem- 
ber is trying to that the reasom given by the 
G~~~~~~~~~ are ill-founded. 

Mr. GARNER : Yes, Sir. 
Mr. SPEAKER : So far, you have not attempt- 

ed anything like that. 
Mr. GARNER : I consider that it is only inertia 

on the part of the Government that has these 
schemes not to be carried out. We have in  this island 
at the present an engineer with I have 
had and i t  is not beyond his 
ability to S U P ~ ~ V ~ S ~  th;. execution of some of these 
schemes. We have had interviews with him a t  the 

Board in St. Philip and he has impressed 
US that he is quite cdpable of doing some of this work; 
therefore, it is not a matter of waiting on the Crown 
Agents to somebody and send him here to do 
this That is a joke. 

Mr. ADAMS : The honourable member must 
not me. I said that the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies submitted the names of two English- 
men and the turned them down- 

Mr. GARNER : We all make mistakes; it is 
h ~ m a n  to err. I am saying that we have the men and 
the material on the spot. It is not to say that we 
Cannot get engineers to supervise this work. We have 
a capable man by the name of Harris i n  the island at 
the m~ment .  He is only doing work on contract, 
therefore, it is u p  to him to do as little as  he can a t  a 
time so that the work can be spread over a period of 
Years. Mr. Speaker, I do not care what apology or  
excuse members of the Executive Committee make. 
It is in  their hands to see these schemes carried out 
but they do not want to carry them out. They do 
not Propose to carry them out because they have 
shown no signs whatever that they intend to carry 
them out. All the progress that  has been made is the 
result of the efforts made on the floor of this Rouse 
by members other than members of the Government 
and of the Party i n  power. That does not speak well 
for the Government, therefore, they do not want to 
implement these schemes. That is the point I want 
to make. Mr. Speaker, this sort of behaviour cannot 
go on all the time because while they are here discuss- 
ing various aspects of the Government, the mass of 
p ~ p l e  is suffering. There is no  maybe, about it, Mr. 
Speaker; the people are suffering and that is not put- 
ting it in  any exaggerated form at all. It is time 
somebody censures this Government for  its inability 
to initiate something to relieve the lot of the masses 
i n  this island; it is about time, Mr. Speaker. And 
what is more?-this is a very serious p o i n t w h e n  
the Resolution Came down i n  reply to my Address the 
Government said that the £75,000 was the first instal- 
ment, which shows that it had it i n  mind that those 
schemes would require a lot more money than that 
amount; so that t o  get up  here and make apologies as  
to the whys and wherefores is only making sport. We 
have just reaped a short crop. The plantations are 



not employing people because no rain is falling and 
it is the duty of the Government to protect the people 
and see that they get sul3cient to keep body and soul 
together while there is hardship in the land. And I 
think that that should come from a Labour Govern- 
ment. If i t  does not come from a Labour Govern- 
ment what charge can it make against a Conservative 
Government ? 

Mr. SPEAKER : The point which the honour- 
able member is making is not in keeping with the 
terms of this Address. 

Mr. GARNER : They have made an  attempt to 
show that they have not been able to implement these 
schemes but I am disagreeing with them in  toto be- 
cause i t  is the business of the Government to find 
work for the people whiLe there is no private em- 
ployment going on. I t  is the Government's duty to 
do that and if these schemes were put before them a 
year ago, by now all or nearly all of them should have 
been implemented and work provided for the people. 
So that to make excuses as to why they have not been 
carried out cannot satisfy the propounder of thfse 
schemes. I happen to be that person and I feel 
strongly on the matter because i t  is doing me a n  
injustice; that is the way I feel about it. If I were a 
membcr of the Party to which members of the Govern- 
ment belong, those schemes would be carried out but 
because I do not happen to be a member of that Par- 
ty, they are hidden away. Mr. Speaker, I am sorry 
that I have had to speak so long on this question but 
it is quite time that this Government wake up to its 
responsibilities. We have begun to find out that the 
sugar industry cannot employ all the people because 
of the mechanization of it and the Government will 
have to devise ways and means to give the people 
some aid either in the form of work or in some other 
form. It cannot go on like this forever. Something 
must happen, otherwise our society will deteriorate; 
it must deteriorate because in  the final analysis when 
a man who has a family goes home week after week 
with no money to buy food for his children, their 
morale must weaken. I am hoping that this Govern- 
ment will not only make excuses and apologise as to 
why it has not started this or that schem~ but that 
it will get down to business and will find itself initi- 
ating some scheme whereby workers will get some- 
thing to do. Throughout the world, there are times 
when Public Works Departments or some other De- 
pa&mellts of Governments have to do things even if 
they borrow the money to find work for people. We 
aannot only rely on planning and budgeting and hav- 
ing a reserve i n  the Treasury. What, after all, is a 
k rge  reserve in  the Treasury when so much misery 
and suffering are prevalent amongst us?  Money is 
i~othing xvhen compared with l:~ager, sicknew, priva- 
tion, disease, and other ailments. I repeat that when 
these things are rampant in  the island you have a 
demoralized society. I say that i t  is about time that 
this Government cease to make excuses, but fight the 
issues as i t  were and fall into line with more advanced 
thinkers in the House. The Executive Committee, as 
it is comprised, may have one or two alert minds on 
it but i t  is not truly representative of this House and 
when only one Party is represented on the Executive 
Committee, that is not a true sign of what the people 
really want. If we had a strong Coalition, I repeat, 
it would be quite different; initiative and talent 
would be brought to bear. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Do not let us  discuss that any 
longer. 

Mr. GARNER : I am not going to discuss it any 
longer but I hope that this Government will wake up 
before long and present something tangible which 

will give relief to the s d e r i n g  masses i n  this colony 
because there are those who are really suffering 
through no fault of their own. I know that there a re  
people who will not work if you offer them the post 
of Manager of a Bank. We are not talking about 
them a t  all; we are talking about people who really 
want work. Finally, I would like to say that we are 
thankful that we have secured a small quota for  
U.8 A. and I hope that the delegation that is about 
to l(:ave for the U.S.A. will get a little more for us, 
so tlrat we will be relieved of some of the unemployed 
we llave in  our midst. 

&r. MOTTLEY : Mr. Speaker,-A debate of 
this nature can do a lot of good and I hope there will 
be n )  display of political bigotry and that members 
of this House who are members of the Government 
will Lake what is said as having been said in good 
faith. There are certain qualities lacking, Sir, in the 
Gov:riimcat; some of its members are lacking in tact, 
are apparently too suspicious and are sometimes a 
little too irritable. I feel, Sir, that these criticisms, 
constructive in many ways, should give the Govern- 
ment the urge to do things. Now, the Address which 
has been brought in  by the senior member for St. 
Philip has for its main object the question of employ- 
ment immediately. I do not suppose that anyone, 
even the supporters of the Government, would 
attempt to say that the Address is inopportune, un- 
necessary or anything of the sort. I suppose all agree 
that the necessity for this Address is very apparent, 
more especially when we see around us everyday 
people who are unemployed, who are really in  need 
of work, who are in  search of work and who are not 
being helped. I am more concerned with the reply 
which has been given on behalf of the Government 
this afternoon. I was a t  pains to note some of the 
things which were said by the Leader of this House 
i n  reply to the criticisms offered by the mover of this 
Address. He said that more people can be employed 
if the tenantry roads were done than if some of the 
other things were done and ineiicioned the East Coast 
Road as one of the other things. The question which I 
would like to be answered is this : would i t  not be 
possible in the  circumstance^-the circumstancss. being 
rampant unl~inployment-to carry on with the tenan- 
t ry roads and also with the East Coast Road under 
the supervision of the newly employed engineer, Mr. 
Harris? That is what I would like to know and that 
has not been stated yet. Would it not be better t o  
embark on the two projects a t  the same time and give 
relief to more people than to wait until the tenantry 
roads are finished? I take i t  that that is a question 
which the Government could, a t  least, answer. As 
regards the reclamation of the Constitution Swamp, 
do not let the holiourable members of this House who 
are members of the Executive Committee think that 
all the brains are on that body. Expert advice is 
necessary in some cases, and all the Government has 
told us up  to now, in  regard to the reclamation of this 
Swamp, is that it is necessary to get expert or techni- 
cal advice. We know that i t  is necessary to get ex- 
pert advice and I agree with the Leader of the House 
100 per cent. that i t  is necessary to get expert advice 
but he has not told us yet that the Government has 
taken steps to get that advice. 

Mr. ADAMS : The honourable member seems 
to have forgotten what I said. We have had con- 
trar:- acl-viccs and the latest adv'ce Is that we must nct 
start until the Victoria Bridge h , ~ s  been d.one'. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : "It is necessary," he said, "to 
get technical advice for doing the Constitution 
Swamp. 



Mr. aDAMS : I said that we must get technical 
advice when certain things are being done, particu- 
larly the Constitution Swamp, the latest advice in  
connection with which is that the Victoria Bridge 
must be done first. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : Up to now he has not said 
that the Government has got that technical advice. 
Obviously, the Government has been told that it 
should get technical advice but up  to now he has not 
said if i t  has obtained this technical advice. I am 
sure that honourable members of this House appre- 
ciate that this technical advice is necessary and feel 
that if this Government has obtained it, they are 
entitled to a fuller explanation of the matter; a t  least 
I would do that if I were the Leader of the House. 
NW, as regards the other projects-construction of 
the East Coast Road, development of the airport and 
construction of the runway a t  Seawell, repair to the 
wharf walls and so on-here again I wonder if the 
honourable member realizes that we who are outside 
the Government know that there are several qualified 
engineers in  this country; we have Thomas, Simpson, 
Hutson, Pilgrim, Williams-all of these engineers, 
among others in  this country. During the War, we 
had to call on these men to do construction work for 
the Government, for  example, the Cassava Factory. 
If a t  this time you agree that there is all this unem- 
ployment, then is it necessary to argue that you can- 
not get qualified men from England through the Sec- 
retary of State for the Colonies when you have so 
many qualified engineers in this island? Can't you 
find one, a t  least, who would be willing, if called upon 
to carry out some of these schemes? There is no sense 
i n  the Government feeling that because of these criti- 
cisms repressive or reactionary measures should be 
taken to prevent people from congregating or coming 
together; there is no sense, I repeat, i n  doing that. 
The next thing we shall see in  the Official Gazette is 
that people cannot come into the Public Building 
yard: 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member must 
leave that out of this debate. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: But  it is an  action which I 
deplore. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I tell the honourable member 
that it has nothing to do with this debate. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I appreciate that, Mr. Speak- 
er, because I am the last person to associate myself 
with mob rule. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is out 
of order. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Yes, Mr. S~eake r ,  I am not 
discussing that point any longer. I have left that and 
will discuss something else. The Government talks 
about these experts which arc1 necessary. I n a t  
about the Colonia1. Engineer? Is he not a qnali- 
fied engineer? I agree that you must have some 
expert advice but, as I have said, there are 
qualified engineers in  our midst whose services, I 
&m sure, could be secured, if the Government 
take steps to secure them, to assist i n  some of 
these schemes. This, as I have said, is a matter 
i n  which there should be no diiplay of political bigo- 
t ry ;  there should be no political jealousy as has been 
hinted to. The suggestions which have been made 
have been put  forward, i n  my opinion, with the view 
of assisting i n  relieving unemployment in  the island 
and the Government should do something in  the mat- 
ter. Finally, I should like to say this: It is true that 
we might pass an  Address i n  this Chamber which, 
when it is studied with moderation, the elected mem- 
bers advising the Government might see the necessity 
to amend but the actual refusal to implement the 

terms of that Address must, some day, have its re- 
percussions. I know honourable members may be 
overzealous i n  having Addresses put  through and 
aftler those Addresses have been pased  they may be 
amended, but as f a r  as the actual substance of those 
Addresses and what they stand for are concerned, the 
Governnlent should be very careful how i t  deals with 
those Addresses. I have heard a great deal to-day 
about giving away our rights, interference with the 
Constitution and things of that nature but nothing i n  
my opinion is more a giving away of our rights than 
if we sit here from time to time and pass Addresses 
and then, in  due course, the recommendations in  some 
of those Addresses are not implemented and there is 
passive resistance as is apparently being shown i n  this 
House. I repeat that the Government should not only 
state that i t  must have technical advice, but  it should 
take steps to get that technical advice and some of our 
local engineers can be used to relieve the situation. 
The Leader of the House has told us that the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies actually recommended 
two unqualified men and the Government, may be 
quite rightly, turned them down. If the situation i n  
Great Britain is such that the Colonial Office recom- 
mends unqualified men, should we not make use of 
the qualified men in  our midst? I am one of those 
people who like to be moderate. I cannot imagine 
any sahe person to-day in  public life who would wil- 
fully attempt to block any measure which tends to 
relieve the unemployment situation but I must admit 
that on the face of it, i t  would appear to me that there 
is not that amount of initiative which is ~ i e~essa ry  
oil the part  of the Government. I do not believe 
that any penon or persons in thza Government or out- 
side the Government would be so stupid as to block 
any measure which has for its object an impr~vem~emt 
ill the standard of living of the people-election or  
no e~*~ction they cannot afford to  do it. There m&t 
be more initiative, more original thinking on the part  
of the Government if thip mass of unemployed peoplz 
in this island is to be# given relief. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I am supporting this 
Address but I hope that it will not be just a waste of 
timet as has been the case with other Addr~sses named 
in  this House. This Address is practically on the 
same lines as one which was passed about a year ago 
and what has the Government done? They have spent 
£25,000 in  repairing the tenantry roads. The Resolu- 
tion which this' House passed specified several things 
to be done. We have heard today from the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph the reasons why the 
other things have not been done: they want technical 
advice. 

Mr. ADAMS : That is not true. I said that mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee must take technical 
advice. We are not sending for any experts or any- 
thing of the sort. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : Well the honourable 
member has the technical advice and he has done no- 
thing. H e  has had the materials and I think he has 
very freely expressed what honourable members on 
this side of the House think of the members of the 
Government, that some of them are fit for the insti- 
tution down Black Rock. I would like t o  
say however that it takes men with brains 
to go to that Institution so that all the 
advisers of the Governor could not go down 
there. We are passing a serious Address this after- 
noon and here i t  is that two members of the Execu- 
tive, two of the advisers of the Governor, are not in 
their places to hear what honourable members have to 
say! They cannot tell the Governor what members of 
the House say. Mr. Harris is put  to look after the 
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tenantry roads, but these roads could easily be looked 
after by the Highway Commissioners of the various 
parishes and Mr. Harris could see after the East 
Coast Road. I n  that way two sets of people would be 
employed, but they are taking a sledge-hammer to 
kill an  ant when they put a n  engineer to repair the * ntry roads. For a year this Government has spent 

,000 on an  unemployment scheme and the honour- 
able senior member for St. Joseph has said that an- 
other £30,000 is contemplated being spent. If they 
are spending £25,000 a year on an unemployment 
scheme, God help the unemployed in  Barbados. 
1 Mr. HAYNES: I rise wholeheartedly to support 

, &is Adclr~ss and in doing so I would LLk-. to offer some 
constructive-ideas to help the Head of the Adminis- 
tration and his advisers. As the honourable senior 
member for St. James has said, I see no reason why 
Mr. Harris should be tied down to the tenantry roads 
alone. After all, Mr. Harris is only there i n  a n  ad- 
visory capacity; he could undertake seeing after the 
tenantry roads and he is also fully qualified to under- 
take the survey of the East Coast Road. I have lis- 
tened very carefully to the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph but I f e d  that there is no urge to get on 
with the various projects which we all know were 
wholeheartedly supported i n  this House i n  an  Address 
from the representatives of the people of this island. 
It looks to me as if there is no use in our getting here 
and passing Addresses to the Head of the Adminis- 
tration with regard to certain matters and then no 
attention is paid to them. My advice to the Govern- 
ment is that they have not got enough technical abil- 
ity. A n  item i n  the Address which this House passed 
was the canalisation of the Constitution Swamp ; why 
can't they ask the neighbouring colony of Trinidad, 
for instance, to send up a man to give exple~t advice as  
to the removal of that awful eyesore to the City of 
Bridgetown? I am not too sure if Mr. Boyle is not in  
the island a t  the present moment making surveys i n  
Carlisle Bay and he could be brought to do that work 
a t  which he is quite an adept. Nr Boyle was asked some 
years ago when he was in our employ to go to Jamaica 
to give advice as rqgar& harbour improvement and 
surely he could help us in  this matter. Unless some 
urge is forthcoming from the so-called head of the 
spring in relation to the Government, matters will al- 
ways lie in  abeyance. To my mind, the time is ripe 
for them to take action; let them put  their heads to- 
gether, follow the terms of the Address and get ahead 
with these projects. I do not want to be any pessimist, 
bu t  I think that most of us feel and realise that this 
year is going to be a similar year to last year as re- 
gards the crop. If that is the case, I would like to 
know how we are going to employ all the agricultural 
labour that is available i n  this island apart from 
emigration. Even if the Government failed with some 
of these schemes it would be f a r  better for the Gov- 
ernment to carry on with them and see that something 
is done than leave them over until tomorrow. As re- 
gards the much-debated East Coast Road, a Resolu- 
tion came down from the Colonial Development and 
Welfare Organisation some years ago i n  connection 
with the construction of this Road. I was in  support 
of it and later when I asked a question about the Road 
I was informed that the scheme had been washed out, 
that the Colonial Development and Welfare Organi- 
sation was quite through with it. Money which was 
not even ours and which could have been spent is all 
gone. Now we have to find money of our own and we 
are told that nothing has been done and we have all 
this pressing need around us! The present time is the 
opportune time to go ahead and get something begun 
in connection with this scheme. I know that I will 

' be told that I am personally concerned with the mat- 
ter, but we are all personally concerned with it be- 
cause we all live in  Barbados; and if we are not con- 
cerned with it in  one way we are concerned with i t  i n  
another. I know that four or five very heavily-signed 
petitions in  connection with the construction of this 
Road are lying down in  the Colonial Secretary 'S Office 
now. These petitions have been signed from all parts 
of Barbados asking that the construction of this road 
be undertaken. I have been told that it was pathetic 
to see people crowding into the little park a t  Bath- 
sheba on Whit Monday; there was no room for them 
and there are four miles of undeveloped coast which 
could be looked after so that people could be allowed 
to enjoy themselves! This is not Venezuela or one of 
those big places with unlimited areas; every square 
inch of land in  Barbados is of great value because our 
people want it, and if we do not t ry  and develop it, 
we are, to my mind, committing a great sin. I am 
hoping that this Address will bear fruit. I am sure 
that the honourable senior member for St. Joseph has 
listened very carefully to the remarks that have been 
made ; I am sure that some of these ideas will be con- 
sidered and we will get some activity a t  least out of 
the presentation of this Address. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before the question is put, 
I just want to make a few final observations in  reply 
to some of the remarks which have been made. A lot 
of the criticism which I intended to make will not be 
made now because of the fact that I have realised that 
in many cases the remarks made by the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph are the result of ignor- 
ance of matters under discussion. If a man does not 
know a thing i t  is ~ e ~ a l l y  uncharitable to criticise him 
for not knowing it, although if I do not know Portu- 
guese ad  I attempt to speak it, I lay myself open to a 
lot of citicism for venturing into a field of which I 
know nothing. But  let us  recal l  one or  two of the 
observations that have 'been made. With reference to 
the inclusion of the Wharf Walls in this Address, the 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph said that 
there had not been any recent report about these 
walls. Well, in  the Estimates which were passed a 
few months ago, i n  one of the Appendices it was 
pointed out that of the total amount voted since 1946 
for repairs to the Wharf Walls there is still a balance 
of £2,400 unexpended. A few months ago the Gov- 
ernment issued a statement to the effect that no work 
would be done on the wharf Walls until aftm 
the rainy season; but the rainy season is now 
over and since this money was made available two 
years ago, i t  is time that we utilise the remainder of 
the amount voted. We do not want any report from 
the Public Works Department or from any engineer 
with regard to that ;  we agreed to do that work two 
years ago and it should be undertaken more especially 
at this time in  order to provide employment. With 
regard to the Constitution Swamp, the remarks made 
were very illuminating and in  this connection I want 
to say this: on the last three occasions when I en- 
quired from the authorities about the failure to start 
this work, I had a different answer given me on each 
occasion. I was toldathat the equipment for  doing 
it had not yet come from Trinidad and whlm t.he 
equipment came, the rainy season was expected and 
we could not start. What I know has hleild up the mat- 
ter for a few months is that the Government were 
haggling with the Church Authorities over the price 
of a piece of land near the Dearnery and the Colonial 
Secxetaq was authorised to bring the1 owners to the 
Scecretariat and discuss the, matter. Mr. MOT=: 
I was there). Thkl honourable senior member for 
the City says that he was there. I think the price 



asked for the land was £3,000 or something like that 
and the Govplrnment coald not make up  their 
minds as to what was to be paid for  the land. Instead 

first instalment and the first instalment has not yet 
been spent a year after it was made available to the 
Government; arid the honourable member tells us that 

of telling the House that that was holding u p  the mat- what it amounts to is buying cement from somebody: 
ter, the honourable senior member for St. Joseph re- and the rain washing it away. 
fers to the Ten Year Development Plan and says that ! Mr. ADAMS: Those of us who know the hon- 
I along with himself and others signed the statement 
to the effect that we cannot do anything with the 
Constitution Swamp until we have attended to the 
Victoria Bridge. Months after both he and I signed 
the Ten Year Development Plan, the honourable mem- 

ourable .=enior member for St. Philip would expect 
hill1 to &l1 an untruth. I never said anything about 
the rain washing it away. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I would like to ask the Offi- 
cial Eeporter to read out what t i e  honourable mem- 

ber made this statement in  the House: "The state- ,ber said. 
ment i n  paragraph 106 of the Ten Year Development I Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member said 
Plan that the work cannot be undertaken until the 
present Victoria Bridge has been widened is not 
strictly accurate." The honourable 'member made 

-ithat statement in  this House only in July last year; 
and why does he bother to refer now to the Ten Year 
Plan? H / c r  has said that they have got different 
advice but the latest advice is that they are haggling 
over the price of the piece of land near tbs Deanery. 
I want to submit that even although the Government 
realiq:' that the best way to catch votes and make poli- 
tical capital is to give work to people, the motivating 
factor i11 their decision, the over-ruling factor, the 

-more important factor than catching votes is, as has 
beein emphasized by the honourable junior member 
for St. Philip, that they should not touch these pro- 
jects because they were brought up  by their political 
opponents. There is no justifiable reason, no scien- 
tifie reason for not starting on the work ontlined in 

' this  Addrms. Mr. Speaherr, let us  take the observa- 
tion that the Government has spent almost all of the 

that he was advia-d by ,the ethnical adviser that to 
use celllent in putting down the Constitution Drain 
would be a waste of money except the Bridge was 
done. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: He quoted the Ten Year 
Plan to that effect and he djd say also that  what it 
amounts to is buyis21 cement from somebody and the 
rain washing i t  away. Of coume, he ought to know. 
His Board bought a lot of cement, to erect latrines, 
etc. a t  Black Rock, nobody used them yet and they 
remain as white cellephants. They would there- 
fore waste oement on this project. As regards the 
East Coast Road, i t  5s a very debatable qde~tion 
as to whether that road will take less labour 
than the tenantry roads; the estimated cost of the 
construction of this Road is S100,OOo. We have been 
working on the tenantry roads for  a year, and we have 
spent only £25,000 and from these two sets of figures 
any reasonably intelligent person can deduct reason- 
able conclusions. To say that we will work on the ten- 

3575,000 which was v o t ~ d ;  they spent 22'5,000 on the antry roads because they will provide more employ- 
tenantry roads last yjeiar and they envisage spending ment than the East Coast Road is not strictly i n  ac- l 
about £30,000 again this year on iheee roads. They 
are going ahead like a wild fire and they will soon be 
finished spending all of it. Apparcoti'y the honour- 
,able senior member for St. Joseph was msuming that 

. i t  was the desire of the House that this S75,QOQ should 
be ths beginning and the end of the expenditure on 

.works to relieve unemployment, but  nothing could 
be further from the truth. I n  the original Address 
passed by this EOUS~ on the initiative of the honour- 
able junior member for St.  Philip, this Was stated : 
"The House is convinced that u70rk on the above, if 
undertaken, as f a r  as possible simultaneous1y7 
would ~ r o v i d e  employment for some time, for upwards 
of 3,500 workers from every parish in the island, 

-woulcl  lace upwards of a million dollars in Circu1.a- 
tion throug.hout thkl island, and in  addition to the 
economic advantages which would aocrue, would 
al~so provide improvements which are needed vitally 
in the island." I n  other words, thle House in pass- 

.ing the Resolution declared that they envisaged 
that these projects would cost over One4 nlillion 

. dollars7 over 52007000, and nearly a year afterwards 
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph attempts 
to make it appear that because have 'pent One- 

third of the first instalment and hope to spend anoth- 
e r  one-third in another year or so, they are doing fine ; 
whereas we envisaged a n  expenditure of over f200,Ooo 
on thew projects. That Resolution was merely to start 
the work. An..; a matter of faci, the Government the 
Addendum to the Resolution stated this: "This Reso- 
lution is to provide funds to enable work to be started 
on the schemes mentioned therein." The Govern- 
merit admitted that this $75,000 was merely for be- 
ginning the work; not to spend one-third of it a t  the 
end of a year and another one-third a t  the end of 

The went on to say this in 

cordance with the facts. The honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph has advanced the excuse that they 
are planning to bring down the Land Acquisition Bill 
immediately after the Public Health Bill so that the 
Government will be legally enable to acquire any land 
i t  wants $in that area a t  the cheapest possible 
price; but  what is there to prevent the pro;visions 
of the Land Acquisition Birl from bring made 
retroactive if we start on the East Coast Eoad 
now? We, must bpar in mind that if the Government 
is desirous of doing some of the East Coast Road they 
should start to survey it now, because the Director of 
Highways and Transport has said that the surveying 
alone would take about three months to be done. 
Therefore if they are planning to start this Road after 
the Land Acquisition Bill has been passed, at least 
they should start the surveying now; so that by the 
time ,.hat the surveying is finished the legislation 
would have bepen enacted and they start 
the ~~~d immediately. what me havs heard 
is just at tempt  made to try if you can 
to apologisp for the delay in this 
A part of what the new Engineer Mr. Harris is 
doing is to inspect the work done by the varj- 
Gus parishes after they finished 
their grallt before the Department of HiThways and 
T~~~~~~~~ gives another grant towards the repair of 
the tenantry roads. ~~~~i~ can undertake both 
the tenantrp roads and the survey of the zast coast 
Road. I am surp, that if he were asked tomorrow, he 
would say that it is quite easy to do both at the same 
time. The Director of Highways and Transport has 
admitted that ~~~~i~ is perfectly of un- 
dertaking the survey the East Coast Road and 

: the" are 0 t h ~  people who are employed in Trin- 
l idad who can us? a theiodolite and who could 

t h e  Addendum to the Resolution: ' ' In some Cases de- ) assist in g.ttinp this survey done if this 
tailed estimates are not yet available and i t  is possible ,,y is going to three months, dthough I 
that  additional funds may be required." We have do not see it can t*a *hat time, at least the 
not yet been asked for  a single cent in  addition to the time to begin that survey is now. ~t the I 
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rate at which we are going at present, we will not 
start this survey by this time next year, if, of course, 
the people's representatives allow that. Finally, as to 
the question of laying water mains I want to say that 
it is not true to say that if the Colonial Office OF the 
Crown Agents supply these mains we will get them. 
I would like to know how the Colonial Office knows 
or the Ckown Agents know that we want large mains; 
as a matter of fact, no monF~y has been voted to, acquire 
ally mains for extending the water supply. All we 
voted is 33112,0100 for the purpose, of acquir- 
ing equipment and additional machinery for 
br~nging the, water to the surface. In other words, 
if the House agree to the passing of this Address to- 
day, a Resolution will have to be sent down by the 
Government to provide money to order the mains for 
which the Address is asking. If p ~ p l e  do not know 
what they are talking about, they must make a lot of 
egregious mistakes. My opinion is that we should use 
the large mains which we have in districts which are 
populated rather than supply them to small properties. 
The first thing which the Government has to do is to 
accept the suggestion to start an extensive laying 
down of mains; they should come to the House and 
ask for the money to do it. If the honourable senior 
member for St. Joseph says that other colonies are 
also trying to get mains then I say that the small 
quantity which we use from time to time is what we 
have asked for. As a matter of fact, in his Report Mr. 
Roddam said nothing about water mains. From page 
to page of his Report Mr. Roddam says: "Get the 
machinery here", and I presume his idea was that he 
is concerned with the engineering end of the matter 
and it is the business of the local Government to get 
the mains. We have not yet informed the Colonial 
OBce that we want any large quantity of water mains. 
(Mr. BDAMS : He does not know). E know more about 
it than you; 1 am quite willing to sit down and b t  you 
say what is true. I repeat that the Government has 
not yet ordered through the CoIonial Office the neces- 
sary water mains which the extension of pumping 
machinery envisaged in the Roddam Report will ne- 
cessitate. On such a vital question as water we can- 
not afford to go to sleep. We expect the machinery 
next year so let us put down the mains, install the 
machinery when we get it and we will have every- 
thing ready to supply the people of this country with 
the water which they need. Pf thwle were more time 
at my disposal I could produce other information 
wbich will substantiate the position. I am asking hon- 
ourable members to adopt in passing this Address ; but 
1 think I have said enough as to make it unmistak- 
ably clear that the House will be well advised to in- 
timate to the Executive that we expect action to be 
taken along the lines suggested in the Address. I do 
not think it is necessary for me to say anything more 
hut to ask honourable members ta agree to the motion 
for the passing of this Address and remind the Gov- 
ernment, as honourable members have already remind- 
ed them, that we expect them to take action before we 
do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that this Ad- 
dress do now pass. Honourable members in favour of 
that will please say "Aye", those against will please 
say "No". I think the "Ayes" have it. I will ask 
the honourable senior member for St. Philip and the 
honourable junior member for St. Ceosge to present 
this Address. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : As Your Honour pleases. 
Mr. SYMMONDS : As Your Honour pleases. 

' ACCOMMODATION OF VISITORS TO 
THE HOUSE. 

, Mr. ADAMS: The Order Paper remains as it is 

Mr. SPEAKER : Before the honourable member A- 

moves the adjournment of the House, I want to in- 
form honourable members that for today's sitting 1 
have made certain arrangements for the accommoda- 
tion of visitors to the House and I hope that honour- 
able members will agree with those arrangements. If 
honourable members are not satisfied with the ar- 
rangements they can speak to me about them. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Will the arrangements be pub- 
lished ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. I did not think of doing 
that; I have informed honourable members of the 7 
arrangements and I feel that is sufficient. The ar- 
rangements which I make are for the benefit of mem- 
bers of the House. I 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Provided that they will not 
restrict the attendance of the public. 

, I 
Mr. SPEAKER: The public cannot get more ac- I 

cornmodation than we have to give them. When the 
House has more accommodation then we will be able 
to accommodate more visitors, but not until then. TO- 
morrow there is to be a meeting of the Select Commit- 

f 
mittee appointed to consider and report on the ameni- I 
ties of the House and I hope that the honourable +. 
member will attend. 

Mr. CRATTF'ORD : If the public feel like, stand- 
ing I do not think that we should interfere with that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The arrangements are for the 
convenience of the House as well as for visitors. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: These arrangements are only 
for today. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, and tomorrow I am hop- 
ing to have a meeting of the Select Committee ap- 
pointed in connection with the mat&r. 

THE ADJOUWENT.  -+-. 

Mr. D A M S :  I beg to move that this ~ouse 'do  
now adjourn to this day week at twelve 07cloek, noon. 

Mr. TBLMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that the words 

"this day week" be deleted in order to insert the 
wwds "this day f ertnight ". 

Mr. GARNER : I beg to sewad that. 
Mr. SPEAKER: A motion has been made that 

this House now a d j o m  to this day week. An 
amendment has been moved that the words "this day 
week" be deleted in order to insert the words "this L. 
day fortnight" The question is that the words p* 
posed to be deleted stand part of the motion. Hon- 
ourable members in favour d that wil l  please say 
"Aye", those against will please say "No". I think 
the "Noes" have it. 

A division was taken as fttllom :- 
Ayes: Messrs HUSBANDS, MBsP, COX, ~ M S  and 

BRBNCH;EB--5. 
Noes: Dr. WILSON, Mess& S Y M M ~ ~ ,  CUW- 

ETORD, Cm=, HAYNES, bomma, S. A. WALCOTT, 
WUD and MOTTXBY-~. 

Mr. SPEAKBR : The questian ha$ been decided .L 1 
in the negative, five hcrnourable members voting 
"Aye", and nine honourablk members v&g "NO", 
The question now is that the words "this day fort- 
night" be inserted in the blahk created. Honourable 
members in favour of that M1 pleabe say "Aye", 
those against will please sag "No". I think the 
"Ayes" have it. 

The question that this HmBe do now adjourn 
to this day fartnight at twelve o'clock noon wm 
put and resolved in the a%bn"&bive without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER accordingl~ adjonnred the House to 
Tuesday, the 1st day of Jme, l*, at twelve 07clock 

I noon. 




