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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 16th November, 1948.

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 12 o’clock noon to-day. '

Present:

His Honour Mr. J. E. T. Brancker (Deputy
Speaker), Mr. L. E. Smita (Chairmen of Commaiit-
tees), Dr. H. G. CoMMing, Messrs, K. N R. HusBaxbs,
F. L. Warcort, M. E. Cox, D. A. FosTER, R. G. Marp,
A, BE. S. Lewis, H. D. BrackmMaN, B. D. MoTTLEY,
J. A. Havynes, B.A.,, H. A. Dowping, S. A. WarLcorT,
and V. C. Gawr.,

Prayers are read.

Messrs. Warp, WILKINSON, and CRAWFORD enter
the House and take their seats

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on
the 8th November, 1948, having been circulated are
taken as read and confirmed.

DOCUMENTS

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; 1 have the honour
to inform the House that I have received, the follow-
mg :-— ‘

8 iColonial Treasurer’s Finaneial Report for the
month ended 31st October, 1948.

Statement of Revenue and Expenditure from the
Highway Commissioners of the parish of St. Thomas
for the half year ended 30th September, 1948.

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE RE ALTERNATE
NOMINEES TO STANDING CLOSER
ASSOCIATION .COMMITTEE

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,— I have
the honour. to presént the following Message :-—

His Ezcellency the Governor
To
The Honourable The House of Assembly

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to
refer to the Address of the Honourable House of

- Assembly dated 5th October informing him that at an

informal joint meeting of members of the Honourable
House of Assembly and the Council held on the 14th

of September, it was agreed that the representatives
irom Barbados on the Standing Closer Association
Committee to be appointed under Resolutivn 6 of the
Conference should be—The Honourable H. A. Cuke,
0.B.E., M.I.C., and Mr. G. H. Adams, M.C.P.

2. A few days before the opening meeting of the
Committee it became clear that not only Mr. Adams
but Mr. Cuke also would be absent, and that Barbados
would accordingly be unrepresented. After consul-
tation with the Chairman of the Standing Closer -
Association Committee, His Excelleney informed the
Secretary of State of the position and suggested, as
an emergency measure and not to be regarded as a
precedent, that Mr. Cuke and Mr. Adams should
nominate deputies. Each of them did so, but the
person;: that they nominated at first found themselves
unable (o act owing to pressure of business. It was
therefore necessary again to report the position to the
Secretary of State for the information of Mr. Cuke
and Mr. Adams, both of whom then made alternative
nominations. One of Mr- Cuke’s nominees hag now
taken his place in the Committee. Neither of Mr.
Adams’s alternative nomineeg has so far accepted.

HILARY BLOOD,

Governor.
Government House, *
Bridgetown, y
16th November, 1948.
NOTICES

Government Notices are given as follows i—

Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution for £210 to sup-
plement the provision in the Estimates of Expenditure
for the year 1948-49 under Head XXIX, Miscellane-
ous Serviees, item 33, Clerical Assistance.

Dr. CUOMMINS: Resolution to place the sum of
£1,500 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee for the purpose of renovating and refurb-
ishing the Chambers of the House of Assembly, the
Legislative Council, and the Attorney General.

Dr. CUMMINS: Of my intention to move the
suspension of Rules 88 and 89 to consider, later in
th% day, the money Resolutions of which T just gave
notice.

Other Notices are . ‘

Mr. LEWIS: Mr- Deputy Speaker,— I in-
tended to give notice of an Address with reference to
the purchase by the Government of the Central
Foundry site in Trafalgar Square but I recently
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learnt that the Government is negotlatmg in the

matter and, therefore, I do not propose to proceed:

with the Address
Mr. MOTTLEY: Of the following Address:—

The House of Assembly
. To
His Excellency The Governor

The House of Assembly have learnt with surprise
{hat the Commigsioner of Police, Colone] O. St. A,
Duke, M.M., has been required to retire under Section
E1ght Subsection (2), of the Pension Act 1947-20.

2. The House would be glad to be informed in |

what way this is a special case as required: by the
aforementioned section.
3. The House understand that the Commissioner
is only 52 years of age and is not desirous of retiring.
+4. The House desire to place on record and

draw to Your Excelteney’s atremtfon the high respect

in which the Commissioner is held by all ranks of the
Police and by the public in general.

5. The Houe can only come to the conclusion
that Your Exeelleney ls being badly advised by per-
sons, w1th0ut the requisite knowledge in this matter. ,

e Hotse héufe the honour to ask that Your
“’Exeeﬂ‘eﬂe ‘Wift-cablé In full the text of this Address
i HIis Ma:rés\ﬁ’ '$ Qebtttaty 'of ‘State for the Colonies
“yith avré!v to ‘11’1 ‘“éftmu'lhﬁg hig deeigion in this matter.
. PEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 Have satisfied
mysetf in réspect of three Addreses which have been
" shown to me by the honourable senior member for
the City, the honourable senior member for St. Philip,
“and the honotrable junior member for,the City re-
_spectivély, that théy all deal with the same subject
“matter, nameély, the enforced retirement of Colonel
Duke, Commissioner of Police. Strictly speaking,
';);pasmuch By all thr Addresses deal with the same
“subject matfer; a poll should have been taken to de-
. ¢ide’ which of the three should be given notice of but
in view of the fact that the honourable senior mem-
ber for the City has already given notice of, and read,
hiz Address I would suggest to the two other honour-
* able meémbers to decline giving notice of their Ad-
dresses and that if the Address of the honourable
senior member for the City does not meet entirely with
their wishes, they could make the necessary amend-
ments to it in due course.

Mr. LEWIS: T accept that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I acecept that

*Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am grateful to
the two honourable members for accepting my sug-
gestion. o

Mr. MOTTLEY : Of my intention to move the

suspension of Rule 60 later in the day, to deal with
the Address of which I have just given notice, under
Private Members” Business.

Mr. SyMMONDS enter: the House and takes his
seat.

A BREACH OF THE PRIVILEGE
OF THE HOUSE

‘Mr. MOTTILEY : Mr, Deputy Speaker,— Before
you proceed to call the Orders of the Day I should
like to draw Your Honour’s attention to, and crave
permission to discuss, a matter which, I consider, is
‘of great, public importance. I refer to the Message
from His Excellency the Governor which was pre-
sented to this House a few moments ago, in relation
to the appointmen* of alternate nomineeg to represent
- Barbados on the Standmg Closer Association Com-
ittee,—a Message which, in my opinion, constitutes
a bredch of the psnvﬂeges of thls House of Assembly.

Surely, every” honourable member must feel proudﬁ
of the ancient righs and privileges, which have been
handed down' to us, of this Assembly and this is
rather glarmg inktance in which those rights and
] pmwl’eges aré being overridden by a person or persons
L who seem to be 0ut merely to dictate the policy of this
F AseéabBly. Yt is elementary — and I think all other
honourable members will agree with me — even to
altempt to argue *hat delegates themselves cannot
relegate their authority to other persons. Even in
Russia where Joe Stalin himself does the nominations,
it eould hardly be conceived that he would allow a
delegate nominated by him to relegate his authority
to solneone else without his knowledge and consent, T
must shy that the one thing which I appreciate in
thig instance is that the members of this House who
form part of the Government have seen fit not to as-
sociate themselves with this breach of privilege be-
cause they must see clearly the attempt which is being
L made to railroad us into doing something contrary
to ancient custom. '

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member having drawn attention to thig constitutional
issue, does he intend before he sits down to move the
appointment of a Select Committee to consider His
Excellency's Message?

Mr. MOTTLEY In due eourse, Mr. Deputy
Spe‘hﬂ&‘e‘r a mhotidh will be made, Desplte the gtate-

ment, Sir, that this is an emergency measure and is
not to be regarded as a precedent, we in this country
know well, from recent happenings, that thig is the
insertion of the thin edge of the wedge. This is
nothing but an attempt to crcate a precedent and de-
spite the faet that the Other Place has secen fit to
- accept this suggestion, I regret very much that I as
‘a member of this Assembly cannot gee my Way to
aeccept it. It is true that it is customary to appoint
a Select Committee to draft a reply to 4 Message of
this sort from the Governor but this Conference
will come to an end in a week’s time and if prompt
action is not taken in:this matter Barbados will not
have been represented. I regard it as a very serious
matter indeed because, as hds been said, the other
islands in the Caribbean look to Barbados in many
instances, for leadership in this respect a,nd it is for
those reasons that I contend that honourab% mem-
bers of thig Assembly should in no uncertain terms
to-day express their disapproval of this high-handed
action. I go further and say that if it had not got
out that honourable members of this House would
fight to the last ditech to prevent action of this sort
taking place, pOS"s‘lblV the terms of this Message would
not be expressed in this way. I feel, Mr. Depuity
Speaker, that this House should resolve itsslf into &
Committee to draft the reply to this Message to-day
because if we allow this state of affairs to eontinue, God
only knows what will take place next. I, therefore beg
te move that Your Hotiour do now leave the Chalr ‘and
the House go into Committee to draft a veply to the
Message presentsd by ‘the senior miember ~ for St.
Thomas relative ‘to the appointent 0 ‘altérhate nom-
inees to réprésent Barbados én the Standing Closer
Alssociation Committee.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am just rising to a point -
of order. I think that under Rule 186 the semior
member for the City has to ask for the leave of the
House if he wants a Select Committee to git during
the sitting of the House.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
senior member for the City, as I understand him, is
moving that this House go into Committee to ecomsider
this Message; not that a Select Commitiee be appoint-
ed for the purpose.

Dr. WmLsonN enters the House and takes his geat.
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Mr. WILKINSON: I have much pleasurc in sec-

#“onding the motion of the senior member for the City

and 1 must say that this episode must go down as
a disgrace in the history of Barhados. Here we have
Barhados selected gs the suitable place for the holding
of the most ’mpqrtzﬁt Conferpnce that has taken
place in the Ciaribbe n for very many years and the
‘Conference have done almost balf of their business
without Barhados bemng represented. Do not tell me
that the persons who shonld know did not know that
the Honourable H. A. Cuke and the honourable senior
member for St. Joseph would 1ot be returning to the
island in time for this Conference. They knew it
three weeks ago- I knew it and they knew it too,
and what action did they {ake to have Barbados
represented? I feel very strongly in this matter and
even if 4t this late hour somebogy is appointed, ig it
fair to such a person tha! he should attend the Con-
ference when their business has been almost com-
pleted? He would only be in the position of listener.
No, Sir; this is disgraceful! As the senior member for
St. Jqsp%h said before he left this island, the eyes of
the world are on Barbgdos and, Sir, they are blinking
now. I certainly think that there has been gross
mismanagement on the part of somehody in this
matter and that gross mismanagement has made us the
layghing-stock of the Caribbean. I, therefore, second
the motion of the sepior member for :the City
(Cheers).

Mr. G4RNER enters the House and takes his seat.

My, F. I, WALCOTT: Before yon leave the
Chair, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER, 1 should like to say how
regrettable is thig dituation which is causing the
House to act in this manner. Ag the same time I
shonld like to modify ap expression of the junior
member for St. James. By implication, he says that
this Conference y?;ﬁll come to end without Barbados
having been represented but I wonjd like to peint aut
that this is a Standing Committeg and that this is ogly
the first meeting of the Comupitiee. It is not, there-
fore, the ope. @pdv';oyly opportunity that the delegates
from Banbades will have to attend and so I do not
want 1, fo g0 og regord that Barbadgs will not be rep-
resented on the Committee, The. gs()

. F&“‘-‘"mﬁ eannot,
complete jts work at one meeting and there are gomg

to. be many more megtings for the purpose. I believe
that ggose;l,n#mhpnlty ip this island were aware of
the absence of; the senjor memher for St. Joseph and

the knowledge that this Gonference. would take plage:
November; therefore, they should have

on the 12th

made earlier xrovision for the. representation of this
island, at the
is more or

because it

POYE A

less i & slight, manrer to bé blamed

the House. 1 want to put the blame where it should
be put. I am saying that, the Administration—by
that term I do 'not?;;ant fo mix it u} ',Wl'fﬂ' Hle‘ meinbens

of the Executive Committee in this Housé—is respon--
The Authotities showldhave:

sible for this situation. Thy ‘
known that the senior member for 8t. Joseph would
not be bhack in time for the Conference and I want to
say that the Administration must be blamed for
allowing this matter to lag and for forcing the House
to take the gtep it is now taking. ¥'agree with the
two honourable members who have spoken that it is
disgraceful in the extreme that this shonld have taken
place and that this mafter shop'd have been allowed
to lag for sych a lepgth of time. " v o C
Mr. MAPP: T should just liké to make a brilef
comment. 1 believe T am right in saying that the
appointment of these delegates was made by a joint
Committee of hoth Houses of the Legislature. As it

is. I shomld not say by a happy ‘coincidence but by

coincidence both delegates cantiot 4tfend ¥ am, there-

onference. I regret tpo that the Iause

did not attempt, tg have thiy situation clari
fied hefore byt 1 do not, wapt to puf“mu¢h blame dn

—

fore, wondering whether it would not be the proper
progedure for both Houses of the Legislature to meet
again and appoint these alternate nominees. It seemg
very logical to me. Both Houses met in the first instance
and appointed the delegates inasmuch g3 this is a
Standing Committee and not any ordigary Committee
and it seems to me that both Houses should meet
agaln and appoint the alternate nominees. I take
it that we could have objected to the appointees and
nominated two members from thig House but we did
not do that and I do not see why we shou'd act
separately in the matter now apd adopt a different
procedure now that ‘we are appointing the alternate
delegates. I agree with those who say that this
situation is to be regretted and to use a stronger
term it should be condemmed. It looks silly that
Barbados is not represented but, nexierthef;sé, I
should like to see the matter approached in the right
method. )

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before the question is put
I merely want to point out that under Resolution 6
of the Montego Bay Conference thése delegates were
to be appointed by the legislators of each unit in
the British Caribbean area and in those colonies in
which there are two Houses of the Legislature it was,
suggested that there should be a joint meeting of
the two Houses to nominate their delegates. In auy
cage, Sir, the definite understanding was that in case
there were two Houses of the Legislature in a colony,
as is the case in Barhados, there should be a delegate
from each House and in a colony Jike Trinidad which
has a unicamersl Liegislature; if the inembers of the
Legislature so = demire, their delegates would -
be appointed from their body. Insomuch, there-
fare, as the Qther Place decided to nominate dn alter-
nate delegate I think we are on safe ground in nom-
inating an alternate delegate from this branch of the -
Legislature. T merely make that, statement in veply
to the remarks of the junior member for St. Thomas.
But with reganrd ta the gndirp nuwstion itself, we have
not got far to seek and find out on whose shoulders
the blame for this situation is to be squarely p'aced.
His Excelleney the Governor himself has stated in
pis Message to this House that a few days before
the opening meeting. of the ‘Committee it became
clear that mot only Mr. Adams bat Mr. Cuke: also
would be absent, and that Barbados would ageordingly

' be unrepresented ; that -after gonsultation with . the

Chairman .of ghe Stgnding.-Gleger : Association .Com:
pittee, he informed the Secretary of State of the
position and suggested, ag an emergency measure and
not to be regarded as a precedent, that Mr. Cuke and
Mr. Adams: should nominate - deputies. In other
words; His Bxcellency the Governor himself is to be
blamed for the present unsatisfactory position. Now,
I think that we owe it to ourselves to make it very
clear t0 the Head of the Administration that we in
this Cbamber do not intend to encroach wupon  his
prerogativé and we certainly do ‘not expect that he
will eneroach upon ours (Cheers). Nobody in this
colony expects the Head of the Administration,—so
long as he is in his right senses ‘and go long as he
maintaing his senze of: responsibility, and so long.as
he knows what he iis doing,—to attempt to dictate
to the Legislature what it should do and -if an official
oceupying his high office iy goittg to place himself in
a position in which he lets himself open to the criti-

I cism of the Legislature, then when he gels it he has -

only himself to blame. It may well be that he bas
béen able to impose hiis influence on a certain branch
of the Liegislature with impunity and thaf, therefoye,
he thinks he can do it .en the entire House with
impunity ; but I think that we as the eleated repre-
sentatives im this Chamber owe it to ourgelves to -
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maintain the tradition of preserving sll our ancient
rights and privileges in the first instance, and in the
second instance I wonder what excuse the Governor
could have given to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies for suggesting that there should be a change
in the method by which alternate delegates should be
appointed to the Standing Closer Association Com-
mittee.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will ask the hon-
ourab'e member to constantly bear in mind Rule 126.

Mr. CRAWFORD: While I appreciate the fact
that under a Rule of the House no member may use

the Governor’s name irreverently in debate, yot, Sir.

I am sure that you will appreciate the fact that when
that Rule was passed, the persons who passed it never
envisaged that we would have a Governor who would
so forget himself as to make this foux pas which has
been made.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Even if that may
be the case, the Rule is stil] there and it must be
observed. :

Mr. CRAWFORD: It is difficult to abide by
the Rule in a matter like this.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, I know; but I
can always count on the honourable member to observe
it.

Mr. CRAWFORD: This is an exceptional case
when, if we do not make our position clear and if
we.do not emphasize the fact that we are not prepared
to al'ow ourselves to be dictated to by any official
in this ecolony, what has happened to-day may
happen  again. This shows the direction in which
the :wind is blowing and I do not believe in
locking the stable ‘after the hore is out. The Head
of the Administration and even the Secretary of State
for the Colonfies must realize that in this Chamber
there are men who appreciate their responsibility,
who appreciate their position, who appreciate what
is expected of them, and who are not prepared to
allow any (imported official or anybedy in this colony
for that matter to attempt to infringe their rights
in the first instance and in the second instance to
usurp the position which morally or legally or tra-
ditional'y belongs to them. T sincerely hope that
throughout the remainder of the present regime we
shall have no other instance of this sort and I also
sincerely hope that the attitude adopted to-day by
honourable members will serve as a deterrent .to
any succeeding Administrator who may so forget
himzelf as to usurp the rghts which belong to the
elected members of this Assembly.

The question that Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER do nbw
leave the Chair and the House go fnto Com-
mittee to draft a reply to His Excellency’s Message
in relation to the appointment of alternate nominees
to represent Barbados on the Standing Closer Asso-
ciation Commiittee, is put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Mr. Depury SpeAReEr leaves the Chair and
the House goes into Committee, Mr. Smrrir being in
the Chair.

Mr. WARD: In drafting a reply to this Mes-
sage, it must be borne in mind that none of us knew
that it was coming down to us and we have vo draft
the reply in such a manner as to show our disapproyal
of the particular method which the Head of the
Administration has adopted fin respect of the appoint-
ment of these alternate nominees to the Standing
Closer Association Committee. Sir, this, ip my
opinion, fis nothing short of dictatorship. As I said
in this House last Tuesday, we are giving up our
rights and privileges to someone who will dictate the
policy around this table. This House should send a
very strongly worded Address, iin reply, to the Head

of the Administration, making it elear that neither he
nor his suceessors in office should attempt to do such u
regrettab e thing to this Assembly.
cur duty to express the feelings of the people of this
colony. We who represent the people in this Assem-
bly all know very well that the public in general is
definitely against the method which has been adopted
in this particular instance. Sur, I feel that we in thig
House should be calm in a]] our doings and should not
rush wildly into any actions but, Sir, when we get our

Head being advised by people who are trymg to

squeeze us 11 all forms, people who are imported from
other parts of the world not knowing the conditions of
civilized people such as ‘here are in Barbados, I feel
we should let it be known to them that we are not wild

I feel that it is -

-~

people as they are; that we do not live among wild,

uncivilized people and animals, and that they must
fearn .o appreciate that fact when they come to a
civilized country among people who have as much
or even more respeet than they. If the Head of the
Administration is taking adv.ce, he should take it from
people who have resided here for some time and who
are capable of knowing what ig right or what is wrong
on bo.h sides and not on one side only. I feel that.
this House, regardless of Party, will approve of a
strongly worded reply to thig Message and will let
the Head of the Administration know that the people
of thig island will not sit down and take thingg from
him or any other high official in thig way. The Legis-
lature of Barbados is, I believe, one of the oldest
legislative institutions in the British Empire and it
would be disgraceful on our part if we allow {reatment
like this to be meted out to us in this year of grace,
1948. We have not been begging the British Govern-
ment to carry on for us; we are capable of carrying on
cur affairs and we will not be dictated to by people
who cannot ecarry on their own affairs. We
should reply in strong termg and let His Excellency
know where we stand. .

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : I certainly hope that this
reply will be couched in the strongest language that
is possible. But, Sir, I do not put all the blame on
the Head of the Administration. I am putting the
blame chiefly on his advisers. I consider that he
is wrongly advised on many matters that are
taking place in this Island now and the blame
partly lies on the English Government in, respect
of the men whom it is sending us today. If you
vigit some of the offices of some of these officials you
will see that all the dignity of those offices is gone.
I would go mearly so far as to say that they are
‘‘carioca’” boys (Laughter); they are propaganda
ministers and smalltown lawyers (Renewed Laugh--
ter) and I say we are suffering today as the result
of the advice that is given by these imported English-
men.

Mr. SYMMONDS: Mr. Chairman,—I1 want to
join those honourable members who have voiced pro-
test against this insertion of what I regard as the
thin edge of the wedge. We are being loudly told,
from every quarter, that we are shortly going to
have a greater measure of Responsible Government
and in the face of those glowing promises, what do
we ind? We find that we are being treated as goats
are treated, that is to say, with slips being
hung up before them just out of their reach while
they starve. To-day, our system of government
is gradually being abolished. We are gradually re-
linguishing the powers which members of this House
wielded as representatives of the people on the various
Poards in this Colony. We are abolisihng the statu-
tory Boards for Advisory Boards without power and
are placing them in the hands of officials in the hope
that in the future we shall have a greater form of
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Respongsible Government with a real, vresponsible, mm-
isterial set-up. While we are aoing taag, passing
away all the powers which members elected by the
people had in this community for seelng that toe
wishes of the people were carried out, 1t appears
to me that those who administer the affairs of tais
Island have begun to feel that it is enough to give
a promise to members of this Assembiy and toney
can do anything. "It is time that we cry ‘‘halt’’, if
not we will wake up one morning and find this Assem-
bly simply a debating hall and that we have sat here
and passed away all of those rights and privileges
by which the representatives of the people in tais
Chamber have, for years, enforced their will in the
management of the. affairs of this Colony. It is all
the more ' important at a time like this, with
an enlarged franchise, with a greater. number of
people sending the; k:i.nd of people whom: they wants
to this Assembly, with” a majority of working class
representatives in this Chamber, it is all the more
important that any insult which would not have
been offered to the members of the Assembly in
years gone by should not now be tolerated and I am
appealing to every member in this Chamber to show
a united front to-day, in order that those who have
so insulted our intelligence, thereby insulting the
mtelhgence of every elector in this eolony, should
be glven a sharp warning. We are a most loyal peo-
ple in the British Empire. We are British to the
core and have justifiably earned the mame of ‘‘Lit-
tle England’’ because of that loyalty; but because
of that loyalty and because we have got 16 labour
representatives in this Chamber, we must not be
treated with such scant disrespect. I regard this as
an insult to the masses of this colony who have
shown their desire to place the destiny of this eol-
ony in the hands of such people as they feel will tru-
ly represent them. If we allow an incident of this
kind to pass unnoticed, there will be further ineci-
dents taking place and the confidence which the
people have reposed in us to champion their cayse
and to lead this island on to the stage where we shall
really have government of the people, by the people,

and for the people, in the interest of the people,

instead of that, we will be having government by
dictators for the benefit of dictators. We say em-
phatically ‘‘this must not be in this island of Bar-
bados.”” We expect that the promises made to us,
whereby greater responsibility in Government will
be handed over to the representatives of the people,
will be carried out and we expect and demand it
because of our not only professed but sincere loyal-
ty. We repudiate acts of this kind and we ought to
demand from the Colonial Office and from all those
who represent the Colonial Office a greater amount
of respect for the people’s representatives in this
eolony. Again I say it is time that a halt be called
to the extension of a system of more governors and
new governors in this ecolony. It is time that we in
this Assembly put on the brakes, as far as allowing
new minor oovernorshlps to be set up in our midst
is concerned, and I again urge honourable members,
not only to repudiate thiz Message bt to join «to-
gether and send a protest to the Seenetarv of State
for the Colonies pointing out that we in Barbados,
though loyal, will not submit to this kind of treat-
ment; that we will take whatever means lies in our
power to-show our objection to treatment of this sort
which is not merely an insult to the representatives
of the people in this Chiamber but to the people of
Barbados themselves and to the intelligence of the
people who elected the members of this Assembly.
Mr. MAPP: Mr. Chairman,—I want to be verv
candid in this matter. It appears as though this
debate will be protracted. We have heard—and

i seems as if we are going to hear—many things
tnat are extraneous and do not really concern the
subject under discussion. Now, let me say from the
outset, Mr. Chairman, that tuere ure sume oriclal
minds that I bave never been able to understand
nor will be able to understand, nor care to under-
stand. I have no excuse to offer for them and I, for
one, would join in condemning any action which I
consider is unfair.- I have heard remarks from per- -
sons defending certain unfair actions of some offir
cials

The CHAIRMAN: I want the  honourable
member to stick to the Message before the Commit-
tee. Do not refer to any appointments or anything' -
of that sort during this debate. I have allowed suf-
ficient latitude already and 1 am not allowing any
more. Stick to the issue.

Mr. MAPP: I am very surprised that you
should come to that conclusion when I am speaking.
I am not dealing with any appointments or anything
of that sort. I am referring to statements which
have ‘been made and ‘which are extraneous to the
subjeet which is under discussion at the moment.
Surely, Mr. Chairman, I am entitled to do that! As
T was saying I have heard certain remarks on thei
opposite side: of this table about using strong lan-
guage—even foul language-—in a reply of this sort,
—remarks coming from people who have defended
officials in respeet of wrong ‘acts on their part,—and
I cannot help feeling that much of this criticism is
witch-hunting to-day.As I have said, there are some
official minds in this island that I have never been
able to understand and I claim the right; as a mem-
ber of this House, to condemn any action by them
which, I consider; to’ be unjust. I do not want any-
thing from them. I crave nofthing from them. T
do - ‘not want to meet them. But members on ' the
other side of this table are importing into this debate
extraneous matter which has nothing to do with the
subject under discussion, It does not suit certain of
us, as responsible members of this community, to sit
hers and hear that sort of thing going on and not
protest against it.

Mr. CRAWFORD: T rise to a point of order.
The honourable member is making some wild state-
ments. T wish he would be more precise. The honourable
member is accusing previous speakers of importing
extrapeous matter into this debate, or witch-hunting,
of using foul language and of referring to matters
other than the subject in issue. I would like him to
specify exactly what he is referring to because, so far,
I have heard nothing to justify his allegatlons

Mr. MAPP: Surely, Mr. Chairman, it does
not require 14 hours to debate a matter of this sort
in this House, just to condemn the attitude of an
official. That is all I am commenting upon. It is
being bound up with polities. I was hoping that this
debate would have. been finished sometime ago; that
we would have got on with the reply which we haves
in mind, finish it and proceed to other business.!
Instead, we have been hearing a lot of rigmarole
which does not suit this Assembly. Both' Houses of
the Legislature met and, nominated representatives
on the Standing Closer Association Committee, and
T submit that both Houses should meet again and
nominate the alternate representatives. As a matter
of faet, I .do not at all agree with a nominated leg-
islator belng appointed a representative on that im-
portant Committee; he does not know what the peo-
ple want. The Hea.d of the Administration, having
digcovered that the nominees to this Conference
would not be back in time, endeavoured to find out
if they had any persons in mind whom they
could recommend to take their places and having

found that out he comes back to the Legislature
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to find out if we approve or not. It is up to
us 1o say whether or not we approve or whether
the method adopted is wrong, Instead, there is a
great deal of witch-hunting and of trying to hare
boles in certain officials because they do not stand in
the favour of certain people and because of certain
statements which have been made in other quarters.

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Chairman—That anyone
copld think or suggest that this matter should be
taken lightly by the honourable members of this
Fouse is, in my opinion, indicative of his ability to
read the writing on the wall. Thijs matter, Mr. Chair-
man, is not bound up with politics; this is hound up
with the future of Barbados. Our ancient colony
and ity customs seem to be thorns in someone’s side.
For the past four wears our Constitution and our
rights and pr.vileges are beipg attacked. Here
today we have a glaring example of what
the Head of the Adminjstration thinks of the mem-
bers of this Honourable House; it is an example
which should make every serious minded inhabitant
of Barhades stop and think of the future. This island,
Sir, is becoming somewhat overrun with the idea

that there is no one locally who is capable of run-.
ning it; that, Sir, is what we are facing here to-day..

What sane mind would. suggest to us that a person
whp is appointed as @& delegate should relegate
hig, authority te someone else? Mr. Chairman, if I
appoint my factory manager, could he go and
appoiat Anather factory manager in his place? No,
Sir, this is mot commonsensel This is an insylt
to the integrity of this Howse apd it is happening
dajly. The Qolonial Office bad better wake up and
read the writing on the wall. We are being sur-

rounded. Our liberties and rights are being under-

mined and I am ispwing this warning as seriously
as I can. I have had bitter experience in the last
War of the difference between a colonial and other
people. Mr. Chairman, I have tried to control my-
self. It is a matter about which I am rather bitter.
This little island, loyal for hundreds of years, is
now to be told that it is not capable of representing
itself even in its own House of Assembly; that is
what it comes to, Sir; nothing else! And, Sir, I hope
that we, as a people, will work together to see that our
rights and privileges are not taken away by those
who—well, Sir, perhaps I had better not go any
further. Sir, the junior member for St. Thomas
referred to witch-hunting. I do not know what he
megns by that. term but I think eyery honourable
member will understand me when I say ‘“‘look out
for these, whc arg job-hunting ip high places.”’

(Chgers).” .~ - .
CMr. HAYNES: I have listened to the varions
speeches His Excellency’s Message with great in-

terest and I am glad to see that the members of this

Chamber: ffn"é at last realizing that things aré corhing’
. ‘Week after week we sit down here |

to a prefly pass. Week after week
and pass Addresses. Some are hot even answered
and others are answered in such a way that they can

be characterized as replies to children of ‘5 or 6 years’

of age. I am glad to see that this Hocuse is now
waking up, judging by the speeches I have heard
to-dgy, to.the seriousness of the situation. We are
going to he impotent if we do not put our feet down
and stop this serious inroad in our Constitytion and
it is most important .that we make reference to it
in omr reply to His Excellency the Governor. If we
do not, presently we shall be getting orders in Mes-
sages from Government House.

Mr. CRAWFORD : Sir—Before I move the draft
reply to His Excellency’s Message I merely want to
say, in passing, that nobody wonld accuse the junior
member for St. Thomas of being able to see farther

DecemBER 27, 1948

than his nose and, therefore, we should not be sur-
prised at the remarks he made. He has tried teo

make it appear that we have taken the stand we have .

to-day, for reasons other than those which we are
discussing and that we are annoyed with certaip
officials for certain expressions they haye used in
certain quarters, presumably, with reference to cer-
tain people. If it would satisfy him to hear me §ay
so, I will say ‘‘yes; we agree to that too. We are
annoyed because leading officials in this eolony refer
to members of this House as numb-skulls and nit-
wits. We are annoyed because a leading official in

this colony, waiting at a meeting for the honourable

senior member for St. Thomas, said for the others

to hear him ‘There comes monkey-nuts.’ ’’ If he says
that we are annoyed at remarks useéd by certain off-
cials in respect of certain peéple in thig island, he
is perfectly right.

" Mr. MAPP: 1 rise to a point of order. I did
not refer to the honourable member. If he chooses
to darw the strings, it is his business. The honourable
meniber knows that there are certain persons who
have offered excfises for local offigials in respect of
¢ertain appointments which they have made but I

ave never offered any such exeuse. Let him econ-
inge to say what he likes.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir,—I beg to move that the
following Address be the reply to His Excellency’s

Message :—

The House of Assembly
To
His Bwocellency the Governor

The House of Assembly beg to acknowledge
receipt of Your Exce'lency’s Message No. 38/1948
with referemce tp representation from Barbados on
the Standing Clagser Association Committee to be
appointed under Resolution 6 of the Conference.

The House of Assembly wonld like to express
their astonishment over the action taken by Your
Excellency in the matter and find it impossible to
appreciate that Your Excellency did not regard it
as imperative that the matter should be referred to
the Legislature for their further consideration.

-+ The : House with the greatest restraint on their
feelings are compeled to point out to Your Excellency
the fact that not only have their established constitu-
tiona’ priviteges been grossly violated but that Your
Excellency has scen fit to-set out in your Message
the fact that you have undertaken to infringe their
constitutional privileges with your eyes wide open.

The House must record their surprise and pro-
found disapproval of actions like theSe coming from
the office held by Your Excelleney and respectfully
inform Your Eeellency that they do not éxpect that a
similar incident will oecur again during Your Excel-
leney’s regithe. _ »

" Mr. GALE:" Mr. Chairman,—7 <hould ‘ike to
second the motion for the paissing of the Address

which has been moved by the senior member for St.

Philip but I think the wording of the Address should
be discussed very carefully before we agree to it. I
am in full agreement with what has been done because
I think that this is a breach of the privileges of this
House. The delegates whom we appointed haye been
asked to nqminate alternate nominees and T think
that the Head of the Administration has acted very
unwisely in that respect. T do not know where he
got his advice from but I think that his action should
be repudiated. At the same time, I feel that we
ourselves, in making our .speeches in the House of
Assembly on an important matter like this, should
speak with restraint and dignity (Hear, hear and

iy
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Cheers). If we want to be respected as a House

~of Assembly we must act like respectab'e people., I §
was surprised at some of the remarks made in this |

House to-day about officials; those people should not
have been brought imto this discussion at all.
(Cheers). This is a matter of replying to what we
consider a breach of the privileges of the House. We
think that our privileges have been infringed and we
bave a perfect right to stand up and uphold those
privileges. But if in the speeches we make we do
not observe the dignity of the House we are forgetting
our own dignity. (Cheers).

THE CHAIRMAN: fThe horiourable juttior
member for St. Philip caught my eye.

‘Mr. GARNBR: Mr. Chairman,—So much has
been said already that there is hardly anything for
me to say.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman,— I wish
to speak on the motion for the ,paSang of this
Address. When I spoke on this matter in the House
I said I disagree with the action of His Excel-
lency but I am not going to change the boot from
one foot and put it on another.
an Address in reply to His Excellency’s Message
1 agree with the junior member for St. Michael that
we should show, in so doing, that we possess that
dignity which, we are contending, he failed to
observe. If in the Address we use undignified lan-
gnage if we cannot express our disapproval without
resorting to cheap language, then we would be failing
in our dignity. The phrase ‘‘with your eyes wide
open’’ is not beeoming of the members of an ancierit
Aszembly such as this. We should express ourselves
in language befitting any Assembly. I will not vote
for this Address, worded as it is. I fee] that it should
be amended. It was drafted in haste and I grant yoh
that with the feeling of vexation, words may have
been used whith were not intended to be used; but I

eannét vote for an Address which contains words
“that I do not feel I shoald supiport.

"My attitude will
always ble’the " same, whether T disagree with the
Governor or anybedy else.

If we are passing

Four weeks ago I drew |

the attent'on of this- Housz to something that took |

" ‘place in this colony in connection with the Adminis-

tration. To-day I am not in agreement with this action -

of the Head of the Administration but I am not in
‘with your eyes wide
open.’ 1t T stand alone I am going to vote agalnst
the ineclusion of those words in this reply.

_ Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—I am very glad‘
to see the emphasis that is belng laid on the fadt
~ that We should observe the dignity we dre expect-

ing otheérs to observe,  Sir, we have all come
here to-day to get off our mlnds something that is
wortying the entire community. together with the
matter ‘before us; therefore, T will excuse the nitg ik
of these iattéds. But, Sir, T am going to move ‘thalt
you report prbgTBSS and ask Teave to sit again, sb
that the maver and seconder of this Address may
take steps. during the lungheon intérval to have as
copies of it as _possible ty ed and elrculated

wisdom, get down to business an,d pass a dignified

protest against what we regard as a breach of our '
T should like to remind the House, in

privileges.
case I am not here, that we are deahng now with the
appointment of substitutes for the delegates, inasmuch
as the delegates have already been appom’ced I now
fermally move that you réport progress and ask
teave to sit again.

Mr. COX: T beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY :
Teport progress in this matter. If progress is report-
ed it strikes me that we shall hardly reply to His

I do not think we should,

Excellency’s Message to~day and we shal] then have
gobody represen,tmg us at the Uonferemee of the
tan mg Q AssOclatlo Commmtee While 1
readil y agree that we sh ay. far das pquxble use
.parliamentary la.nguage 1n this Ad cannot
agree, even with the jumwior member for St Michael,
that if there are people in this country, blue-eyed
. English or otherwise, whe have heen using deroga-
tory termg in respect of matives because they are
black, we must not stand on the floor of this House
and say what we think about such people. When a
member on the other side of the taple, referred to

some of us on thig side of the table as witch-hunting, T
- think he-was atbempting to draw a red herring acress

the trail. There is no question of witeh-humting nor,
‘even as the senior member for St. George said, is
ther: any question of job-hunting about this matter,
I agree that g more parliamentary expression could
be used than the term ‘‘with his eyes wide open’’ and
I am appealing to the senior member for St. Philip
to take those words out. ¥ fee] that a person should
be big enough to accept a suggestion, even from
persons in the opposition, if he sees the wisdom in it.
I personally see the wisdom in taking out those
words and I shall vote for this Address ‘with those
words deleted. If those words are deleted I see no

‘necessity for reporting progress and I think we

should pass the Address now or when we re-assemble
later in the afternoon. We should also proceed
to recommend some person to se‘rve as an alternate
delegate at the Conferznce’

Mr. CRAWFORD: I merély want- to inform
the Coftmittee that originally those words were not
mine ; they were suggésted to me and if it is suggested
now that they should be deleted I hive no objection
to the deletion‘'of’them. I ask léave to deleté the words
““Srith your eyes wide open’’ in order to substitute the
'words ‘‘without provoeation.”

Leave is granted the honOurable member and the

Address is amended aecordmgly

The Chairman: The question is—— -

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman— I am going to
maké this’ s’hngestlon again, This is an Ad Iress of
<aome 1mp0rtance We have attached ¢ so much im-
p rtancm to this matter that we postponed | the Orders
f the dav to-desl with it and T gtitf féél that the

“fiembers of the House chotld have copibd of fhe Ad-

dress, so that they can see the exact Wordlng of it.
The way in which: ‘a qocunrent.is written can convey
an entirely different meaning from that which the
writer intended, It is, as I have 'said, a matter of
importanes and T see no reason why this Housge could
mot pass this Address later in the aftermoon. There
may be very little time left for s torhave.a joint
meeting with the Other Place and in my -opiniion
that is what should be done to regnlarize the position.
<t hope' homourable members .are geing to agree
{o my motion, otherwise I shall bp-f0rced to use the
meang at my disposal to get my point earried.

‘At this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. DEPUTY 'SPEAKER Tre-
sumes the Chair and a(hourns the House until 2.45
p m. in accordance with Rule 40 (a).

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61. (A)

'Oh re-assembling, :
Dr. CUMMINS: Earlier today 1 gave notice
of two money Resolutions Wwhich are filrly utgent
and T also gave notice that it was my irtertion to
move for the suspension of Rules 88 and 89 so as
to deal with these Resolutions later in the day. I
am, therefore askmg leave to thove For the stispension
of Rule 61 (a) in order to proceed with Government
Business. )

Mr. DOWDING: T object. T feel that the
‘matter which was before the House before we ad-




980 OFFICIAL GAZETTE

‘

DeceMBER 27, 1948

.

journed should be dealt with before anything else is
done. That matter is an urgent one, it concerns the
privileges of this House and we should not do any-
thing before we deal with such a matter.

Dr. CUMMINS: I will make an explanation
for the benefit of the honourable member. One Reso-
lution is for a sum of money to pay for extra help
in the Post Office over the Christmas period and the
other Resolution is for the purpose. of renovating
and refurbishing the Chambers of the Legislature
and the Attorney General during the forthecoming
recess of the Legislature.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am quite prepared to re-
main here this afternoon to deal with these Resolu-
tiong but let us finish the other matter first.

The question that leave be granted the honour-
able member to move for the suspension of Rule 61 (a)
was put and resolved in the affirmative, the following
" division being taken:—

Awes —Messrs., Smure, HusBanps, F. L. War-
corr, Cox, FosTEr, MaPP, BLACKMAN, GALE and Dr-
CommiNg—9.

Noes —Dr. Winson, Messrs. CRAWFORD, (GARNER,
MotTLEY, DowpiNg, S. A. WALcoTT, WILEINSON and
Warp—S8.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question has
been resolved in the affirmative, nine honourable
memberg voting ‘‘Aye,”” and eight honourable mem-
bers voting ‘‘No.”’ The honourable member may there-
fore make the motion.

Dr. CUMMINS :
be now suspended.

Mr. BLACKMAN: 1T beg to second that.

The question that Rule 61' (2) be now suspended
was put and resolved in the affirmative.

A division was taken as follows:—

Ayes :—Messrs. SmrrH, Hussanps, F. L. Wiar-
cort, Cox, FostEr, MapP, BrAcKMAN, MOTTLEY,
Dowping, Gane, S. A. WarncorT, WILKINSON, WARD
and Dr. Commins—I14. )

Noes:—Dr. WiLsoN, Messrs.
GARNER—3. .

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 AND 89.
. Dr, CUMMINS: T beg to move that Rules 88
and 89 be now suspended in order to deal with the
two Resolutions of which I gave notice earlier today.
‘ Mr. Brackman seconded the motion which was
~agreed to.

I beg to move that Rule 61 (a)

Crawrorp and

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of

the Day is to move the House into Committee of Sup--

ply to consider the grant of sums of money for the
service of the Colony."

On the motion of Dr. CumMINS, seconded by Mr.
BracgmAN, Mr. DepuTy SpeEARER left the Chair and
the House went into Committee of Supply, Mr. Smrta
being in the Chair.

COST OF RENOVATING AND REFURBISHING THE CHAMBERS
OF THE LEGISLATURE AND ATTORNEY GENERAL.

Dr. COMMINS: The first Resolution, Mr.
Chairman, ig for the sum of £1,500 for the purpose
of refurnishing and renovating the Chambers on the
top floor of the east wing of the Public Buildings
during the forthcoming recess of the Legislature.
The items in connection with this work are fully set
out in the addendum to the Resolution and T do not

think ‘that there is anything to which objection can

be taken. T beg to move that this Resolution do now
pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN: T beg to second that.

Mr. WILKINSON: This Resolution only came
to us yesterday and some of us were out last night so

tavour of the provision of the frigidaire.

that we did not have sufficient time to go through it- "™

I quite appreciate the necessity for some improve-
ment to be made to this Chamber and to the Counecil
Chamber, but I do not see the necessity under
the heading ‘‘Lunch Room’’ for a frigidaire
costing £100 approximately. That money will buy
a lot of ice. I do not see that it is meeessary
to have a frigidaire with the House meeting once a
week on an average. 1 gee that provision is made
for four rugs costing $80, a carpet for the Speaker’s
room $75, and for some toilets, basins, towel racks and
so forth $1,200. I would like to know whether any
provision is being made for the accommodation of
ladies in this House and if we are making alterations
to this Chamber we should make provision for ladies.
Apparently there are going to be six electric fans
supplied. With regard to the Attorney General’s
Office, as far as I know the people who work there do
not work very often at might; thig Office is closed
very shortly after 4 o’clock and it seems to me that
the provision of lights and fans therein is an expense
which should be avoided. But T am definitely not in
T I beg to
move that this Resolution be reduced by £100.

Mr. GALE: T beg to second that.

The guestion that this Resolution be reduced by
£100 was put and resolved in the affirmative.

A division was taken ag follows:—

Ayes:—Dr. WiLson, Messrs.: CRAWFORD, GARNER,
MorTLEY. DowbpINGg, GALE, 8. A. WaLcort, WILKIN-
soN and WARD—9.

Noes —Messrs. Symmoxps, Huseanps, F. L.
Warcorr, Cox, Mapp, Brackman and Dr. Cuwm-
MINS—T.

The qguestion that this Resolution as amended do
now nass was put and resolved in the affirmative with-
out division.

SUPPLEMENTARY WOTE 7¢ CLERICAL ASSISTANCE.

Dr. CUMMINS: The next Resolution, Mr.
Chairman, i one for £210 to supplement the pro-
vision in the Estimates of Expenditure under Head
29, Miscellaneous Services, Ttem 23, Clerical As-
sistance. The purpose of this Resolution is to pro-
vide money so as to get extra assistance in the Post
Office for the Christmas period- This is the usual
Resolution whiceh comes before us every year so that
the Post Office might efficiently carry out its duties
in the service of the public. T beg to move that this
Resolution do now pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN: T beg to second that.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am in favour of this
Resolution but T want {o draw to the attention of
the Government that there are people on whom Post-
masters and Postmistresses call to do work for the
Government on these occasions and on oceasiong when
employees are on vacation, and when permanent ap-
pointments are to be made these appointments are
given to other people. T want to draw to the atten-
tion of the honourable mover that it is not fair for
people to work for the Government-—it may be fhat
they have worked for six years—and then priority is
given to ex-servicemen. If you are he'ping ex-service-
men help them when things are equal, but it is not fair
for anybody to be acting in a job and then when an
appointment ig to be made you put somebody else
there. T feel that if you ecan have the convenience
of a man acting in a job, if he is capable of filling
the job it should be given to him when it ix vacant.
Tt has been drawn to my attention that preference has
been given to ex-servicemen when these appointments
are to be made and T say that it ic not fair to ask
people to act on such occasions and then help ex-
servicemen. T do not think that any ex-servicemsan
shonld feel disappointed when a man who thas
acted in 2 inh i« given the job: T do not think that
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~an ex-serviceman should be appointed over the head

of one who has been called upon to act. I bope that
whenever future appointments are made preference
will be given to people who have been acting in jobs
for many long years.

Mr. SYMMONDS: : I also agree with the principle
of giving priority of appointment to those who have
been acting in jobs. However I cannot associate myself
with any remarks wherein it would be said that the
service of ex-servicemen should be so ignored that
they should not have at least equa! chances of appoint-
ment with people who have been acting in jobs. A
man who has been acting in a job has been here at
ease and hag been quite safe while the ex-serviceman
hag risked his life, has offered to lay down his life
in order that others should remain at home in safety.
I am quite prepared to support any appointments
whereby ex-servicemen who have risked their lives
to serve their country-—more than what a lot of us
would bhave done—should be recompensed. I am
quite prepared to support at any time when an
appointment is to be made, the giving to an ex-service-
man at least the same chance as a man who has been
acting in a job. I strongly support the policy of
giving a man who has been aetlng in a job prlorlty
to filling the job rather than giving that priority to
somebody else and complaints have been made to me
that that has been done. Where a man has been
acting in a job for years I fee! that he should be
given the op.portunlty of filling the substantive post;
but where there is an ex-serviceman who has risked
his life on behalf of the country I feel that he should
be given the same opportunity of filling a post as a
man who has been acting in that post.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without divis-
ion.

On the motion of Dr, CUMMINS, seconded by Mr.
BrLackMAN, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of
two Resolutions in Commiittee and that the Comm,lttee
had asked for leave to sit again.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER resumed the Chair a.hd‘

reported accordingly.

On motions of Dr. CumwMiNs, seconded by Mr.
BLACKMAN in each case, the Resolutions passed in
Committee were read a first and second time and
agreed to.

RESOLUTION RE ORGANISER OF GOVERN-
MENT HOUSECRAFT CENTRE

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of
the Day stands in the name of the honourable senior
member for St. Thomas———

Mr. CRAWFORD: The motion for the suspen-
sion of Rule 61 (a) was made for the specific purpose
that these two money Reso'utions should be dealt with.

Dr. CUMMINS: On a point of order. I asked
leave to move for the suspension of the Rule in order
to deal with Government Business and I mentioned
these two Resolutions.

The next Order of the Day was called :—To move
the passing of a Resolution to authorise the Governor
to enter into an Agreement with g person to serve in
the Office of Organiser of the Government House-
craft Centre subject to the conditions set out in the
Schedule to the resolution.

Dr. CUMMINS : This is a Resolution to give the
Governor power to make arrangements for someone
o carry on the work at the Housecraft Centre in Bay
Under the terms of the appointment, the

period of office of the present occupant comes to an
end at the close of the financial year. Homourable
members will remember that this Centre was being
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carried on with funds from the Colonial Develop-
ment and Welfare Organisation and those funds a.so
come to an end at the close of the mnancial year.
It is therefore necessary that a Resolution of this
sort be passed immediately in order that negotiations
may be entered into on the other side so as to find
someone to ecarry on this work. I think that honour-
able members will agree that this Centre has been -
doling some very good work amongst the young people
of Barbados and it would be nothing short of a calam-
ity if it were forced to be closed down. The Schedule
to the Resolution sets out the salary which will be
paid to the next holder of the office, no Cost of Living
Al'owance will be paid and the Resolution seeks to
give the Governor permission to pay the passage
expenses of the office. I beg to move that this Reso-
lution do now pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN': I beg to second that.

Mr. DOWDING: I would like to enquire from
the honourable mover whether local sources have been
explored in order to see if there ig anyone with suit-
able qualifications for this job. I would like to know
whether it is possible to obtain somebody locally for
this Job or not.

SYMMONDS: I have been watching the
work which is be'ng done by this Housecraft Centre
for some time and I can say that this work has been
a distinet service to this community. If the person
who is to succeed the present holder of the office has
the same Lspll’lt of 'service and the same ability to give
instruction in this work as the present holder of the
office, then I feel that the money will be very well
spent. This Housecraft Centre has been an experi-
ment and, in my opinion, it has done a great deal of
good in thls community. I repeat that if the person
who is succeeding the present holder of the office has
the same public spirit and the same ability as the
present holder, then I would have the greatest plea-
sure in supporting the motion for the passing of this
Resolution. -

Mr. GARNER: There is a lot in what the hon-
ourable senior member for St. George has said. Quite
recently, I think, we gave a course of training in
England to one of our mnatives but it is of no usz
our sending our natives to England to study and then
when we want to fill 2 job we send out for an Englich
person. It is time that we start and give jobs to
people whom we have sent out for training. I think
that we would be well advised to send back this Reso-
Tution to the Government and let them do something
about that. After all, we know how the set-up is in
England and we a'so want to fill positions in the West
Tndies too. When we send out people to be trained
and then do not find luerative jobs for them, we are
not worth our salt as a Labour Government.

Mr. P. L. WALCOTT: I am supporting this
Resolution because I happen to know gsomething about
this Centre. The lady in charge of this Centre has been
doing great and usefu! work for the benefit of the
community from the time that she hag been here and T
regret that the Government cannot retain her services
for some time longer so that she could be of greater
benefit to the community. T look forward to the day
when we will have these Centres in the various parts
of the island so that our people can have good train-
ing in housecraft and domestic science. T feel that
the 'ady in charge of this Centre is not only a charm-
ing person but she has rendered great service to the
neople of Barbados and the West Indies as a whole.
I feel that the Government should explore all possi-
bilities and use all their influence in seeing whether
the services of this lady could be retained for a longer
period in this island for the benefit of the island.

‘ This lady is not merely doing a job as you wou'd
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appoint an Englishman to do a job; but she is also
training people so that they can be useful to the com-
munity. I hope that the Government will retain the
services of this lady if they can possibly do so.

Dr. CUMMINS: The holder of this office has the
degree of B. Sc. and I am not aware that there is any-
one in the colony holding that degree and who could
be appointed to this post. However I will take the
remarks of honourable menibers to the proper author-
ities, and intreat them to explore the Caribbean area
first when the time comes to make this appointment.

The question’ that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division, '

BARBADOS REGIMENT (CHANGE OF TITLE)
BILL

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Order No. 3
be taken as the nmext Order of the Day.

Mr. BLackMAN seconded the motion which was
agreed to. ’ ‘

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of
the Day stands in' the name of the honourable senior
member for St. Thomas:— Second reading of a Bill
to change the title of the ““ Barbados Volunteer Foree’’
to the ‘‘Barbados Regiment.”’

Dr. CUMMINS: The object of this Bill is to
change the title ‘‘Barbados Volunteer Force’ to
““Barbados Regiment’’ as the former title is no longer
considered appropriate. I must admit that I am not
acquainted with the reasons for this change but it
seems to me that the Officer in charge of the Force
is desirous of having the title changed and certain
things are béing held up pending this change of title.
T beg to move that this Bill be now read a second
time.

Mr. BLAOKMAN seconded the motion which was
agreed to. ' ‘

On the motion of Dr. CuMmINs, seconded by Mr.
BrackMAN, Mr. Deptry SPEAKER left the Chair and
the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr.
SyiTe being in the Chair,

The two Clauses of the Bill were read and passed.

On the motion of Dr. CumMmiIns, seconded by Mr.
BLACKMAN, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of
the Bill in Committee.

Mr. DePuTY SPEAKER resumed the ‘Chair and re-
ported accordingly.

" On motiong of Dr. Cummins, seconded by Mr.
BLACEMAN in each case, the Bill was read a third
time and passed.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60.

Dr. CUMMINS: I ask leave to move the sus-
pension of Rule 60 in order to deal with Order
No. 33 as the next Order of the Day—a Bill to amend
the Sugar Industry (Rehabilitation, Stabilisation and
Labour Welfare) Act, 1947.

There being no objection, the honourable mem.
ber was granted leave to make the motion.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Rule 60 be
now suspended.

Mr. BrackmMaN seconded the motion which was
agreed to. .

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: It now being 3.30
o’clock, the time has come for the consideration of
Private Members’ Business.

REPLY TO GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE RE
REPRESENTATION FROM BARBADOS ON
THE STANDING CLOSER ASSOCIATION

COMMITTEE ' R
Mr. CRAWFORD: T ask leave-to move for the
suspension of Rule 60 in order to proeeed with the
Reply to the Governor’s Message discussion of which
‘was begun earlier in the day-

Mr. LEWIS: It is unnecessary to do that. The

matter is not one of the Orders of the Day and it,ﬂ
is merely a question of asking the House to proceed

with it.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The Orders of the Day are
on the Order Paper already and unless we get leave
to proceed with something else we have to go on with
them as they stand.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am inclined to
agree with the honourable junior member for the
City- ‘

Mr. CRAWFORD: I ask leave to make the
Reply to the Governor’s Message No. 38/1948 as the
next Order of the Day.

There being no okjection, the honourable mem-
ber was granted leave.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When the Reply to
the Governor’s Message No. 38/1948 was being con-
sidered before the luncheon adjournment, the House
was in Committee.

Mr, Derury SPEAKER left the Chair and the
House resumed Commiittee on the Reply, Mr. Smrra
being in the Chair.

Mr. CHAIRMAAN: When we were in Commit-
tee on this Reply before the adjournment for lunch
the honourable junior member for the City was
speaking.

" Mr. LEWIS: I had suggested that in the in-
terim we might have had copies of this Address in
reply to His Excellency’s Message circulated. T do
not know if any copies have been provided but I feel
it is an unsatisfactory way of dealing with a long
Address like this without copies of it being circulated.
Something has been done in cutting out the words
““with your eyes wide open’ and inserting the words
‘““without provocation’” but I am not going to admit
that T would be go undignified as to provoke the Head
of the Adminigtration. T would merely use ‘the
words ‘‘without justification.”” T do not know if the
honourable member will accept that suggestion but
T would make the amendment in that way.

Mr. MAPP: T do not think that we should put
in the words ‘‘without provocation’”; T think that
the words ‘“without justification®’ would be a better
term to be nsed. Hven if Hig Excellency were pro-
voked he had no rieht to do what he has done.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Having regard to the con-
text of the passage itself the word ‘‘justifieation’” is
a very much stronger word than ‘provocation’’
but if the honourable member wants to use the word
‘“Justification he can do so. As far as T am con-

cerned he can use the words ‘‘without without”’
(Laughter).
Mr. LEWIS: That ig the attitude of the hon-

ourable member; anything that comes before this
House must be made into a Party row. Because the
honourable member differs with another honourable
member on some political issue he will not even
aceept the assistance which you will give him with
iustification. He hag done that on several occasions.
T say that T would use the word “justification’” be-
cause T am convinced that the Head of the Adminis
tration has had sufficient time to have this matter
settled in the correct way especiallv as Barbados is
not the only place which has appointed deputiez for
the original delegates. i ) ‘

Mr. CRAWFORD: We know that the honour-

~able member likes to quibble: He likes to regard

everv meétine of the House as a meeting of an old
ladies’ debating society and he likes to dot the “‘I’s”
and erosg the ““t’s’’. Tf he wants to amuse himself
lét him amuse himself: if he wants to use the words
““justification without provocation® T will accept that.

" The auestion that thic Replv as amended do now
nase was put and re$olved in the affirmative without
division.

A
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~ On the motion of Mr, Ckawrorp, seconded by
Mr. MottuBy, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing
of the Réply in Committee, -

_ Mr. Depury SpBAKER resumed the Chair and
reported dccordingly.

Mr. CRAWEFORD: 1 beg to move that this
Reply as passed in Committee do now pass.

Mr. MOTTLEY : I beg to second that.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:
that this Reply as passed in Committee do now pass.
Honourable members in favour of that will please
say ‘‘Aye’’, those against will please say ‘No.”” I
think the ‘‘Ayes have it. I will ask the honourable
senior member for St. Pliilip dnd the honourable
junior member for St. Michael to prezent this Reply.

Mr. CRAWFORD: As Your Honour pleases.

Mr. GALE: As Your Honour pleases.

COUNCIL’S AMENDMENT TO CUSTOMS
TARIFF (AMENDMENT) BILL

‘Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have the honour
to inform the House that I have just received a Mes-
sage from the Honourable the Tiegislative Council
returning with an amendment the Bill to amend the
Customs Tariff Aet 1921—3. The amendment is a
very minor one and we may proceed to deal with it
at the earlibst possible moment.

Mr. CRAWFORD : 1 ask lelve that this amend-
ment be considered immediately. Clause 2 of the
Bill as passed by the House reads that Table ““B’’ of
the Act is amended by the addition of certain words
and the amendment proposes that the Clause. should
read that the Second Schedule of the Act is amended
by the addition of the words. Possibly that is the
correct nomenclature. I want to invoke the aid of
Rule 262 in order that this amendment may be dealt
with immediately.

There being no objection, the hon. member was
granted leave to deal with the amendment. .

Mr. CRAWFORD: I beg to move that this
amendment be now read a first time.

Mr. MOTTLEY : T beg to second that. )

Mr. LEW{IS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—Are you
permitting any comment on the first reading of this
amendment or on the second ‘reading of it

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: On the
reading.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I beg to move that this
amendment be now read a second time.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to second that.

"Mr. LEWIS: T merely want to comment that
this was one of the old ladies’ meetings at which I
tried to help the hon. member with this Bill. He
brought in the Bill in a deplorable condition, he tried
to be a legal draughtsman and this is the result. He
adopted then the same attitude as he has adopted
to-day when I put other Clauses of the Bill in proper
order., S ‘

The- question that this amendment be now read
a second time was put and resolvéd in the affirmatiye
without division.

On the motion of Mr. CRAWFORD, seconded by Mr.
MorTLEY, the amendment was agreed to.

ADDRESS RE RETIREMENT OF COLONEL
: DUKE

second

. Mr. MOTTLEY: I ask leave to proceed with
the Address of which I gave notice earlier to-day- I
have made as many copies of it as possible and I
have had them circulated to honourable members.
The Address is in relation to the enforced retirement
of the Commijssioner of Police.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber wag granted leave to proceed.

The question is-
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Mr. MOTTLEY : Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I will be-
gin by saying that I hope honourable members will ap-
preciate and let it be shown that this matter is above
any Party matter. I should like to feel when we have
passed this Address that we, as the electzd represen-
tatives of the people and not as members of any
particular Party, will see ourselves in the sense of
West Indians. It will be observed from the actual
text of {he Address that no blame or even the sugges-
tion of any blame hag been cast on any member of the
local Government. Undoubtedly during the course
of the debate it will have to be pointed out the sort
of treatment which has been meted out by certain
Officials iy this colony to members of the Civil Service.
The Address reads ag follows :—

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency The Governor

The House of Assembly have learnt with surprise
that the Commissioner of Police, Colonel Q. St. A.
Duke, M.M., has been required to retire under section
Eight Subsection (2) of the Pensions Act 1947-20.

2. The House would be glad to be informed in
what way this is a special case as required by the
aforementioned gection.

3. The House understands that the Commission-
er iz only 52 years of age and is net desirous of
retiring. ,

4. The House desires to place on record and draw
to Your Exeellency’s attention the high respect in
which the Commissioner is held by all ranks of the
Police and by the public il general.

5. The House can only come to the conclusion
that Your Excellency is being badly advised by per-
sons without the requisite knowledge in thig matter.

6. The House have the honour to ask that
Your Excellency will eable in full the text of this
Address to Hig Majesty’s Secretary of State for the
Colonies with 3 view to his annulling his decision in
this matter: , ‘

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Does the honourable
member propose to move the House into Committee to
deal with this Address?

Mr. MOTTLEY : T should prefer to deal with it
in the House. Tiet me say that I ghould have o
objection at all—in fact I should welcome any help
from any honourable member who can find words
more appropriate to deseribe the feeling of this
House in this matter to the Head of the Adminis-
tration, ‘ ' '

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is why I con-
templateq that there might be some disagreement with
the phraseology used in the Addieds and it might He
more convenient to deal with it in ‘Committee.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am perfectly willing to
accept any phraseology which will more strongly con-
vey to the Head of the Administration the feeling
of the House in this matter. The first paragraph of
the Address points out quite eclearly that Colonel
Duke has been required to retire under the Section of
the Pension Act which gives power to the Head of the
Administration with the approval of the Secretary of
State for the Colonies to call on any Civil Servant to
retire at the age of 50. There are several things
which must concern hon. mibmbers of this House in
this matter besides what we consider as unfair treat-
ment of a Civil Servant in calling upon him to retire
without, up to now, giving any explanation for doing
so. We must be concerned 4vith the economie side of
the matter because we must have a Commissioner of
Police in this Colony, and if at the age of 52 1 man
must resign and draw a pension to be paid by the
Government and somebody else must be appointed £6
carry on and receive a salary, then I say it is time
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that we let our voices be heard in the matter. That
ig one phase of it. Wie are not interested in the Com-
missioner of Police’as a man; we are interested in
him as an Officer in the Civi] Serviee of Barbados and
as such we are bound, as the elected wepresentatives
of the people, to demand for him :whati he cannot
demand for himself. It strikes me that this is a mat-
ter into which hon. members will have to demand an
enquiry before it is all over. What . are the facts
surrounding this case? We have got to look at this
matter as Colonials, West Indians or whatever you
like to call us; we have got to look at it as the
Leader of the Opposition in the United Kingdom
regards matters when foreign policy is affected. I want
to stress the point that whatever the pigmentation
may be, hon. members must see this matter in the txne
light and in the true perspective in which they should
see it as Colonials or West tndians. At the cutbreak
of hostilities there was, is one of the small sister
colonies, a man in the person of Major Duke who
possessed the Military Meda] and I am told on good
authority that this Medal is very near to the award
of the Vietoria Cross. This Medal is awarded only
in cases of bravery of the sort which few of us are
apt to display. We found that this man offered to
join His Majesty’s Forces to defend democracy as
was evident to the British people at that time. He
was told in a despatch to proceed to Barbados and
become Commissioner of Police here. Ever since
then we in Barbados came in contact with this
soldier, this fellow West Indian and above all, this
humane man. It was therefore a rude shock when,
a few days ago, the news went around the City and
suburbs that the Commissioner of Police had been
called upon to resign. Everyone questioned: Wbhat
are the reasons for it? T am sure that every membher
of this Chamber has been approached by someone or
other and asked: ‘‘Can you tell me the reason why
Commissiondr Duke has been called upon to resign?”
We were left in the most unhappy and unfortunate
position saying: ‘“We do not know ; we cannot tell’”.
We thought that the persons responsible in a matter
of this sort would have at least given an official ex-
planation, but we are left to speculate as to the
reasons why this Officer has been called upon to
resign. People must speculate as to the reasons for
this Officer’s dismissal because it amounts to nothing
less than a dismissal in polite terms. If a man at
the age of 52 is willing to work and he is politely
told to resign, that is nothing but a dismissal. What
I am worried about, what most hon. mjembers are
worried about is the fact that this would appear to be
the thin end-of the wedge. On the face of it we can
see clearly that this step was taken with the Com-
missioner because it was felt that this is the fellow
with whom they should start. It was thought that
he, not being a Barbadian, there would be a lone
voice crying -in the wilderness, but they did not
count on the fact that whether this Commissioner
is a Barbadian or not, as long as he is a Colonial
and West Indian, we in this Chamber ‘would
at least offer him the necessary protection as far as
lies in our power. It is irue that hon. members
should not take advantage of their position as mem-
bers of this Chamber to say things about people out-
side, more especially members of the Civil Serviee,
when those people can have no actual redress so to
speak; but this afternoon I am bound to say a few
things whomsoever they may hurt. I make no apology
for the things which I will say.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Those things of
course will be confined to the matter of the Address.

Mr. MOTTLEY: They will be confined to the
circumstances surrounding the dismissal of this
Officer. We find that Colone] Duke in administer-

ing his duties as Commissioner of Police though
quiet in demeanour was rather strong in character.
That is the expression of opinion among all sections
of the community. We find that he understood the
ways and appreciated the difficulties of West Indians
and he had to disagree with other Officials who think
that as long as you are a West Indian, even a West
Indian Official you have to work for them and not
with them. It is public property that certain
Officials in this colony have expressed the idea time
and again that they are out here to teach natives
culture. I would like to say that the type of people
whom we are getting here to-day can hardly begin
te teach anybody in this colony any culture; but lest
it be thought that I am, and at least many of those
for whom I speak, are anti-English, let me say that
we 1n ‘his colony still recognize and appreciate the
fact that there were in our midst English characters
like Dr. Dalton beloved by all, and up to the present
the Director of Agriculture, popular characters like
the Captain in charge of the Police Band. Nobody.in
this colony ig anti-British or anti-English but what
we do object to is the fact that they are people feom-
ing here holding high pffices and strutting aroupd
and saying that they are here to teach us culture
and if a West Indian dare disagree with them this
particular section of the Pension Aect is wused.
Several Officials in this colony are earmsfrked to be
kicked out-of office and let us ask ourselves the reason
for it. We appreciate the fact that there are displaced
Englishmepn waiting for positions in these Colo-
nies now that they are not wanted in the East; but
because of ithat do net ask us to sit down and say:
““Well, you are offering us a federated West Indies,
you are offering us more responsbility and so you
can tell a person that he has twenty-two days to get
out of office.”” We are not standing for this {reat-
ment. T know that nothing that we say here to-day can
possibly make the Secretary of State for the Colonies
change his mind. I would like to say that even if
the threat of the sympathetic strike in the Police
Force was carried out on Sunday last some of these
pig-headed officials would have butted their heads
against a wall in thinking that when they kicked out
a military Officer they had the opportunity io arrest
him and others. I want to make my position clear and T
will do it this afternoon in no uncertain terms. Even
under the Master and Servant Act if you hired a
domestic servant and you were dismissing her you
would have to tell her the reason for her dismissal.
The most unfair treatment hag been meted out to the
Commissioner of Police; ever since it was appreeiated
by many that this gentleman was not persona grata
with the English celebrities in this colony for the
simple reason that he saw men and not eolour. Say
what you might, give praise to anybody vou like; but
in our day you have to say that without Colonel
Duke’s recommendation the Administration would
have hardly seen fit to take one of the men from the
rank and file a man of colour and make him an
Officer of the Force. Wver since then cemtain people
in this colony held up Colonel Duke and looked
upon hix ag a man who wanted to change the
the West Indies. Is that one of the reasons for his en-
forced retirement and rumour has it that the Head of
the Administration, like Pilate, is washing his hands—
‘‘TI know nothing about it.”” When the historv of Colo-
nel Duke’s dismissal comes to be written it will be seen
from what he saved this country. There are people who
were foolish enough to suggest that a Curfew be im-
nosed in thiz colony so that people would be stopped
from walking about after 7 o’clock at night, and
Colonel Duke dared to disagree with the Head of
the Administration. He asked: How could my men
earry out that decision? He said: ‘“‘Don’t get panicky

A
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because yoy are having a few cane fires.”’ What sort of
"man would he be who is appointed to a post and
hag not got the courage to disagree with some things?
1f that is one of the reasons for Colonel Duke’s dis-
‘migsal then I hope we will know. It is true that
Because Colonel Duke was courageous enough to say
that Colonial Development and Welfare Scholarshipg
are not for English officers but local men and hecause
he recommended men from the rank and file for
these Scholarships, is that the reason why he has
been dismissed? When I say that the rank and file
of the Police are displeased over thig affair I am not
saying that just to make a splash; that is quite true.
People are saying: ‘“We are West Indians ‘and we will
be the next to go.”” I hope that when we are returned
to the House we will see the wisdom of not allowing
any one man to have this power of calling on people to
retire; let us get that Section out of the Pension Act.
Quite recently we had the Commissioner of Police
daring to disagree with men like the Attorney Gen-
eral and the Colonial Secretary. ILet them refute
that in the Press. He disagreed with them oy mat-
ters affecting the good Government of this Country.
It is because this gentleman did not agree with these
men—and some of the other English Officials that he
has been asked to resign? Let them say that Colonel
Duke is medically unfit or that he is not a good police-
man. He is not a good policeman because he would
not do some of the things which they wanted him to
do. While I am dealing with this mat#ler a lot of
things must come out. The honourable senlor meom-
ber for St. Philip made reference earlier today to a
remark at which I regret the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Thomas appeared to have taken umbrage;
but it is true that you get a man like the Attorney
General referring to black men in this country with
names of derision. Everybody is not looking for a
job. A lot of honourable members may not like to
hear this but we find that with al] this patting on the
back, sweet talk, striking on the shoulder and invjt-
ing people to lunches—people can be as nasty as
some of them are. Quite recently when the Head of
the Administration and other celebrities met in a
northern parish, an eminent and distinguished learned
Englishman brought this to me —

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member referring to the parish of St. Luey?

Mr. MOTTLEY : Very near to St. Lucy. When
these gentlemen were not altogether in a state of
sobriety, the Colonial Secretary was heard to say:
““How I hate these blasted negroes in this country!’’
And was reminded he was stil] Colonial Secretary.
1 have chapter and verse for that and then they
want to fool us with all this nonsense! These gen-
tlemen must go. Then you have the Attorney Gen-
era] making servants of Clerks in the Civil Service.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member need not be too far-fetched in making his
point.

Mr. MOTTLEY : The field is wide; it is wider
than T can get. T will make these remarks on a public
platform because they cannot be denied. Some hon-
curabl: members will say that loca' people do the
same thing; but when the local people do it we can
‘tell them how they were reared up and stop them
quickly. We are not standing for this treatment
from any European exiles who come out here. If
they hate the negroes in this eolony then let them go
because we are not going. I am sorry that the
Colonial Secretary is not in'this Chamber to hear what
T am saying. Is it because the Commissioner of
Police refused to allow these gentlemen to ride about
the Police horses as they like that he has been dismigs-
ed? The minute that' anything goes wrong the first

peop e you call upon are the Police. What is there to
prevent the Head of the Administration from saying
that the next Sergeant Major must retire at 502 The
Sergeant Majors in thig eclony are soon going to
be Englishmen and even with the proposed salaries
Schoolmasters will soon be Englishmen if we do not
speak out. When you see these high salaries pro-
posed do you think that people such as we have now
will fill these positions? Some of these Englishmen
show you one face in the typical Engligh
style and behind your backs another thing.
We have got among us some very refined people
from England, people from whom we haye
been able to learn a lot; but when you have these
‘“‘Saga boys” walking about in sandals with their
toes out, what culture can you leary from them ?—

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I must ask the hon-
narable member to stick more closely to the matter
which is before the Hbouse,

Mr. MOTTLEY : T object to the Attorney Gen-
eral referring to the honourable senior member for
St. Thomas as ‘‘monkey nuts’’. He must not do that;
he must know his place. T am not taking advantage
of people’s physical condition; I ask honourable
members to look at the Civil Service and see if you
have not got people there who should be cal’ed upon
to resign but they have not called upon them to
resign. Do these people not look as if they are dead?
When certain Englishmen could not stand the idea of
seeing men of the Navy come in here and mix
with the coloured women of Barbados, were they
annoyed when representations were made to Colo-
nel Duke and he had the courage to say that he
could not throw everything out of bounds? Is
that the reason why he has been called upon to
resign? The men of the Navy like our lassies and
when representations were made that they should
not mix with them and that places should be put
out of bounds, Co'onel Duke was strong enough in
character to say that he could not agree with that.
When I say in paragraph 5 of the Address that the
House can only come to the conclusion that Your
Excelleney is being badly advised by persons with-
out the requisite knowledge in this matter, do not
let anybody go away with the idea that I mean that
His Excellency was advised by the Executive; 1 mean
the Attorney General and the Colonial Secretary.
Say what you like they are the persons who would
be responsible in this matter. I do not think that
the honourable senior member for St. Thomas wou’'d
be a party to that. Tt was said that a black man was
not eligible to become the Chief Medical Officer of
Barbados but Trinidad took him. Let them reply
to that; he was unfsuitable for the post here because
his colour was black. T have all sorts of friends.
What T dislike is untamed Englishmen coming
as exiles to make an English colony here. Let us say
with one voice that if these officials are treating our
peop'e ag they like then they must go. The other
day the Colonial Secretary threatened to dismiss a

Qivil Servant—Mr, - Rocheford—and Mr. Campbell

was big enough to come’ to his rescue. ‘T am just
saying these things to show why |Colonel Duke who
possesses the Military Medal, which you can only
get for gallantry and bravery of the first type. has
been asked to retire. What will the people in Nevis
and St. Kitts think of Colonel Duke who left them
to come to Barbados and is now told to retire? T
fee' that the Head of the Administration has been
badly advised. T hope that honourable members will
gupport this Address; T have made it clear that there
is no party issue involved. The Executive Com-
mittée had nothing to do with this matter: the
Colonial Secretary” and the Attornev  General are
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r—4dvisers to the Governor in Council and I notice
that a lot of bad advice is being given. 1 repeat
that we must take out that Section of the Pension
Aect which gives the Governor power to make this
recommendation. They sent bush down here, they
sent weeds and now they send blood.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER The honourable
member must not mfrmge Rule 126.

Mr. MOTTLEY: We appreciaic the position
with certain Ofﬁ(‘,lals and their subordinates. I ask
honourable members if they think it is fair for the
Attorney General to look at a subordinate and say to
him: ‘“Get this straight; when I call you drop that
and come to me:’’ You cannot talk to people like that;
you cannot even talk to Ding Ding iike that. They
can issue circulars to Civil Servants telling them
certain.  things, but the Civil Servants wjll
tell us what is happening. I think I have
said enough in connection with this Address
and I will appreciate any amendment which will
drive it home more gtrongly to the Head of the Ad-
ministration. I have much pleasure in moving that
this Address do now pass. (Cheers).

Mr. WARD: [ rise to second the motion for the
passing of thig Address. It is regrettable that this
House should have to discuss a matter of this sort.
In my opinion Colonel Duke is g gentleman who
is held in high esteem in thig island, a gentleman who
associates with all types of individuals. 'I feel that
if the Head of the Administration hag foreced Colonel
Duke to resign, he should give some good reason for
doing so. As the honourable senior member for the
City has said, Colonel Duke hag not even been treated
as well ds you wotlld treat an ordinary servant; he
has been given no chance whatever to defend himself
~ithe type of thing agdinst which we are fighting to-
day. All over the world today there are Trade
Unions which try to take up the eause of people who
are kicked out of office without reason, and we, as a
Labour Government, have {0 take up the cause of
Civil Servants who feel that the sword of Damocles
is dangling over their heads and are wondering where
they will be tomorrow. When we come down to the
real facts we find that one of our own people has been
treated in a very rude way and there is the feeling
that today is yours and tomorrow is mine. Let
nobody fool himself; whether he is in the Civil Ser-
vice or in the Police Foree his day will come. Every
man must rea'ise that he has forces greater than him-
self in power on the other side. Here it is that Co’onel
Duke, a West Indian, saw an advertisement that
Barbados wanted a Commissioner of Police and he
left his own people and came to us. He provad
himself to be a man and it is for this House to prove
that we, as West Indians, are behind him in every
way. The honourable senior member for the City
has put forward the points admirably in moving the
passing of this Address and T do not think it is necess-
ary for me to go over those points. It is getting late
and nearly all honourable members want to express
their feeling in this matter. We are not merely ex-
pressing our feeling as members of the House ; we are
expressing the feeling of the island as a whole and we
want the Head of the Administration to know that the
people of this island are totally against the decision
in respect of Colonel Duke especially when they do
not know the redson for his sudden dismissal. I
do not wish to be very radical but I would like it to
be known that we in this island are prepared to

help our own people whether they are in Barbadog
or in the West Indies. We have reached the same
culture as any imported: exile from Europe. We are
on the side of West Indians; we must fight unitedly
s as to establish ourselves in a key position so that

we ean run our own administration, otherwise we will
be losing the opportunity of makmg a new Wiest
Indies for ourselves. Hitler once said: ‘‘Germany
is for the Germans’’ and we say that the West Indies
must be for West Indians. On the question of advice
having been given in this matter, the honourable sen-
ior member for the City has made some remarks which
have been used, and in my opinion re%rettably used,
by men in high offices in this island. They should be
helping us but they are here ag wolves in sheep’s
clothing- I should like it to be known that we will
not toleraie any such things in this island. They
must go or they must be missing. (Cheers). We
must not let down our people; we must protect the
people whom we employ ; we must discharge our duty
honestly and not allow such terrible things to be
going on. I wag surprised to hear that the Deputy
Tieader of the House was treated as he has been
treated. I have been a member of this House for
many years and I have had dealings with English
gentlemen ; Sir, I do not know if the Colonial Office
feel that we are going downwards but from the type
of individuals which we are getting today—we are
getting weeds ag the honourable senior member for
the City has said. T feel that we could do better in
this island where appointmenty are concerned. Un-
legs we take some action the people whom we employ
will not have any feeling of safety. There will be
the feeling that today is for Colonel Duke and to-
morrow will be for another man; therefore it is our
duty to remedy that state of affairs; we must give
the people whom we employ confidence where their
tenure of office is concerned. Tt is our duty as
the representatives of the people to do away with
this particular Section of the Pension Aet; no one
man must tell us what we must do; we do not intend
to be dictated to by any particular individual. We
have to pay the money and we must have a voice in
saying how an individual must work and how he must
be fired. Ag I said before, there are other honour-
able members who are anxious to speak on thig matter
and I will leave room for them; but I must say that
it iv a most regrettable state of affairg in which this
gentleman has been robbed out of his office, and we
must do all that is in our power to help him. The
damage has alreadv been done ag far as he is con-
cerned hut we will see to it that in the future no
damage ig done to any individual in the Government
Service so long as we are here and have some voice
in the matter. We must find means to remove un-
desirableg from amone us-

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I do not think I ean
generate as much heat as the honourable senior mem-
ber for the City or even as much as the honourable
senior member for St. Lucy has generated in speak-
ing on this matter, but this is an issue of paramount
importance to the colony and to the Civil Servants
because it is a question of security of tenure. There
are a lot of people in this Chamber this afternoon,
people to whom this matter must apply. When you
employ people you have to give good reasong before
vou can dismiss them; you cannot dismiss people as
it was done in the old days. Not long ago I brought
up the matter of an appointment before the House
and some honourable members were mute then while
others tried to defend the principle; it was a small
matter but the principle was wrong. One honour-
able member had the effrontery to say that it wag not
a Government matter, but he was talking nonesense
on that occasion. I am glad that this hags happened
to somebody as high as Colonel Duke; if it kiad hap-
pened to a cantoneer of the H1ghways Department
the issue would not have reached this proportion be-
cause some people would not have felt it their duty
to defend it. T do not know the reasons

ﬂ
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for the dismissa] of this Officer as have been

#“suggested by the honourable senior member for the

City, but on broad principle you can see where the
wind is blowing. I bave told this House already
that we cannot allow any strangers {o come to Bar-
bados and make a Kenya or Ceylon up on the hilis
tfor Buropean officials and leave the natives down
at the bottom.  This matter in connection with
Colonel Duke is an indication as to how people will
act if they have the opportunity. @ We have had
people in this colony acquiescing in things—maybe
1o get a husband for a daughter—but we have had this
sort of business going on for some years and it has
now reached this climax- What do we find? Colonel
Duke has been foreed to retire; I am not blaming
the Secretary of State for the Colonies because I had
the privilege of seeing the Under Secretary of State
for the Colonies myself and I told him that West
Indians should be appointed to high offices in the
West Indies even to the office of Governor and he
agreed with that. This thing has happened in Bar-
bados; thig is a matter of legal advice. Some people
think that beeause a man went to Oxford or Cam-
bridge he went to Heaven, but justice must have its
place. We have passed an Aect relating to security
of employment for people other than (Government
Servants and in that Act we have laid down specific
things. What has Colonel Duke done? Is it a
breach of duty? Ig it inefficiency, negligence, mis-
conduct, or any other just cause which could lead a
rﬂsponslble officer to recommend his dismissal? Well
Sir, as I have already said, T am glad that this has
happened to Colonel Duke, and T am glad for another
reason. Fortunately for me, T happen to enjoy my
life and the colour of my skin; some people accuse
us of being racial. and they can only see things in
their way of seeing them. I am glad that Colonel
Duke is a white man because we cannot now be ae-
cused of being racial; where a white man is affected
we can also defend a principle. I know that people
like myself suffer from this colour of ours but when-
ever ~ there is a prineciple involved — as a
matter of fact from the first day I landed
in this House I had to defend a principle
where it affected a white man and I stood by it. We
cannot tell these Englishmen whence they came be-
cause we do not know; but we in Barbados are not
going to stand for any of their second hand treat-
ment ; they cannot take people who hold high posi-
tions here and treat them as they like. Colonel Duke
does not belong to any party; if he belonged to any
Party T would have made a motion that he should
resign. He cannot belong to any Party. Honour-
able members must realise that this is a matter which
affects the liveg of people m this colony and if the
Government starts it what are they leaving for private
employers to do? There are a lot of employers who
would dismiss a servant because she comes in with
her face looking as if it had not been washed. We
cannot treat Colonel Duke like a yard boy- We have
in thls colony a Harbour Master who more looks as
if he iy ready for the grave than Colonel Duke and
nobody has called upon him to resign. No. he is an
Englishman !If you get near the Harbour Master voun
will know how strong he is. Evyen if it were an
Englishman it would be a bad step to take, to retire
anybody in a manner like this; but those of us who
are studying political life outside this colony will
know what is happening. Burma and Ceylon have
‘Peen shut off and there are about four hundred million
neople in India and we in the West Indies with our
western civilisation always have a ready heart for
Fnelishmen. That is the tradition of three hundred
vears; we have been loyal to the British Throne for
1l these years. If we cannot have a Government, a

culture and a s.atug of our own then we are not fit
to say that we live in a democratic age. It takes
thingg like these to bring out what there is in people.
If Colonel Duke had not been called upon to re.ire
I would not have had this opportunity of saying
these things this afternoon. I am glad that we have
been given the chance to deal with a maiter such as
this. What I regret about the matter is that some
of us are too poor and the rich do not always see
these things aright- It would give me great pleasure
to have a delegation of memberg from this House
presenting this Address to the Secretary of State for
the Colonies and then he would know what is happen-
ing. You have to deal with these people at first hand ;
it would surprise honourable members to know that a
lot of rubber stamps are being used in people’s name.
Mr. Greenidge would not have been on the Commission
to British Guiana if somebody had not gone to the
Colonial Office and let them know that he should be a
member of the Commission. T say that we have to
make direct representation to people in these matters.

We have to send this Address to England and I
want to make myself clear; I cannot use words too
strong in condemnation of this atrocious act. To
my mind they have taken a man who has been work-
ing for this Government for nearly ten years and
have sent him off worse than they would send off a
yard boy. If what the honourable senior member
for the City hag said ig correct, it makes me feel that
something is wrong and we are somewhat lethargie.
It is true that the Colonial Secretary can talk about
these negroes here because he came here and heard
his friendg talking about them. There are those who
have been trying to pat some of the Englishmen on
the back, going to their houses and drinking ecock-
tails. The people who have sent meé here cannot give
me any cocktails and the only cocktails I can drink are
those which the Government provide for me, because
if there is a spree at Government House it is my
privilege to eat some of the things which the people’s
money has bought. If this matter happened to be
in connection with our Trade Union movement the
employers would have had to look yp early and see
what could be done. We have made an agreement
that before you can dismiss anybody the matter must
be taken up and there must first be some period of
suspension.  This is a matter of a public nature
affecting every member of the Civil Service and the
community as a whole. T feel that nothing we gav
here this afternoon about this matter can be foo
strong and it is not being done with any malice. T quite
agree with the honourable senior member for the
City that there are some Englishmen whom vou can
like and respeet: vou can learn something from them.
I do not want it to go on record that mo outsider
should be employed in Barbados because we too
have suffered from our own people in certain an-
pointments. However we can deal with those from
whom we suffer here becaunse they cannot run away
but usually we cannot get any chance at these other
bovs. A number of representations have been made
to me and T will sav that since T have been a member
of thic House even on the question of salaries and
wages T have never vet confused the issue in respect
of so manv people of all types. T do not hide mv
policy ; white, black and what vou call coloured people
have come to me ahout thic issue. Therefore it is

‘a public matter and T feel that in such a matter we

shonld be verv clear and candid. T do not want
mere'v to talk and let peopls know how vexed T feel
over this matter: T want some action to he “aken

.about it hecause T feel that thic Officer qhould be re-

instated. T+ is not merelv a auestion of passine an Ad-
dress :the onlv wav we eould agree.to this Officer not
being reinstated is if thev can bring reasons to prove
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that he is not carrying out his duties properiy. If .here
are reasons for s dismissal—Iif you have a man who 1s
inefiieient then get him out of the piace; but if you
have one who is doing good work you cannot dismuss
him like that. It seems to me thag as soon as you have a
man who is not a hog people think that he is too soft
to do work. Some people wouid like to have the use of
Government employees and if they are not allowed to
use them they get vexed with those who are respons-
woie for those people. 'This 1s an mdication to hon-
ourable members of this House and to ihe public that
wherever there is a bad prineiple it should not be sup-
poried. Only about four weeks ago I drew the at-
tention of thig House to something tha. was wrong
and somebody wanted to defend it. As long as I
have breath [ will defend a principle as long as it
is right; I feel that I have lived long enough that I
can give up my life for right things.- If my brother,
sister or anybody were involved in auything, it
would have to be, for my part in it, something which
I can support. As an honourable member has said,
.his is a West Indian nation and I warn this House
that if we are not very careful we will find that the
same thing will happen to other members of the Civil
Service.I would remind this House that not many
years ago a senior officer was treated in the same way.
I agree with the statement that the members of the
Executive Committee know nothing about 1his matter
but I would like to tell them that a peculiar twist can
be given to it; uf there is anything wrong
they must let the Head of the Administration know
about it quickly. I remember that the honourable
senior member for St. Joseph was practically insult-
ed by one of the chief administrative officers of this
colony ; because he had to deal with a certain matter
he was told that it was nome of his business. I
know that we have to stand for a lot of insults. With
regard to the remarks made of the honourable senior
member for St. Thomas, I should like to say that ihe
honourable senior member for the City has got very
good information and if it is true that those remarks
have been made, that only shows how much respect
the leaders of the Administration have for the
people’s representatives in this Chamber. I do not
doubt that those remarks have been made and it
seems to me that there is a hole somewhere and it
cannot be found. I want {o say that you can see the
writing on the wall and honourable members should
realise that this issue thig afternoon is but one of the
many which have been hatching. I read in today's
paper a denial relative to a senior Officer in the
Judiciary being asked to resign and it is a good
thing that we have had this denial. The newspaper
said that they have had reliable information and I say
that it was a minute from the Secretariat; because if
it ig not a minute from there then it does not mean
much. We have had many instances in which we
have been told that a wrong construction has been
put on matters so -that we have to be very careful
about reliable information. But if they are referring
to the Chief Justice I feel that he is the type of man
who would retire if he did not feel that he is capable
of carrying on. I say; let them mix up some English-
men in this knoeking off affair and let us see that
they do not-mean to discriminate, When we ques-
tion them about the matter let them say that Mr. So
and So has gone too. They should not send off people
so as to let in -others; I could never support anything
like that. .I am a Trade Unionist and it is my duty
to ficht thingg like these in respect of private people.
We have to protect people who hold positions of re-
sponsibility in this colony and we have to put an end
to these atrogious acts. - {Cheers). ,
Mr- SYMMONDS .
ourable members who have been expressing themselves

T want to support those hon-|

in favour of the passing of this Address. I want to
begin by saying that Barbados owes a great debt t0"
many a distinguished, publie-spirited Englishman who
has done good work in the colony. I know nothing
about the charges which have been made against
responsible officials by honourable members this
afternoon and therefore I am not prepared to be

associated with any such charges without being assured

that there is some foundation in fact for them; but
this is a Barbadian and West Indian issue which
hinges on the question of elementary British justice.
This is no Faseist country; this is no dictatorship;
this is a British democracy in which he who pays
the piper calls the tune. I zay this afternoon that
the fau't is not that of the Emnglish, the fault is in
ourselves, and we find ourselves in the peculiar
position this afternoon of having to pass an Address
iike this. We have been giving away privilege after
privilege and right after right and it is on that
account that we find ourselves in this unfortunate
position of having to go cap in hand and ask for an
explanation in this matter. When such an Act as
the present Pension Act was passed giving power fo
the Governor to be exercised in this peculiar manner,
a privilege of the House was passed away and I am
glad that honourable members are beginning, now
that the horse is somewhat out of the stable, to realise
that we should put our house in order. The point
which I want to make is this; this is a matter which
affects every Government servant in this island from
the high officials down to the casual labourers and
we would be failing in our duty to our countrymen
and to the electors of this island if we stood silently
and did not protest against a dismigsal of this kind
without an explanation being given. It is an elementary

principle of British justice that no man should be de-

nied his right and it is on such a princip'e that British
democracy has been built up. In a dictatorship you
arrest a man and behead him without giving any
reason whatsoever. Tt is an insult to this honourabl-
House and to the people who have elected the mem-
bers of this House to eall upon any Government ser-
vant to give up his office without giving any explan-
ation to such Government servant or to the House.
This action on the part of those who are responsible
for it, is a discourtesy to this House and it is against
a'l the dietates of ordinary British justice. It is
against the prineiple of elementary justice into which
we have been drawn and which we have learnt to
love and respect, and it is clear to me this afternoon
that somebody has blundered in a matter which affects
and will affect {he lives of every one of our Govern-
ment zervants. Rumour has it that there are many
more Government servants who have been earmarked
for dismissal in this Nazi-like manner and it is time
that members of this House protest against any such
action. We have always welecomed . distihguished
Englishmen in our midst and I hope the day will long
continue when we will have them in our midst; but
it is time that we take a stand in the interest of West
Indians genera'ly to see that they have a fair share
in the appointments and that when they are appointed
to posts no one takes advantage of them. Not long
ago when an attempt was made to arrange faeilitios
for the emigration of Barbadians to England we were
told of the difficulties which stood in the way; we
wer= told that they did not relish the beginning of a
colour problem in England and in my opinion we
did not do everything in our power to.force England
to take some of our people when she wanted labour-
ers. We have always been hospitable to English
strangers in- our midst and I repeat I hope the day
will Jong continue when there will be distinguished
Englishmen in our midst; but since we are founding
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#~ a West Indian nation it is time that we do everything

to see that ap inereasing number of Barbadians and
‘West Indians are promoted to the highest executive
offices in our midst, and to see that when they are so
promoted ne undue hardship is put on them or that
no advantage is taken of them.
Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 think that any speech on
this matter coming after the one which has been
made by tihe homourable senior member for the
City must be in the nature of an angi-climax.
The speech made by the honourable introducer
of this Address included almost everything that
could be said in connection with this matter;
he has said a lot of the things which some
of us intended to say amd it is unnecessary to repeat
them after the honourable member has already ex-
pressad them in the manner in which ke ¥as cxpressed
them. Bug even at the expense of being accused of
repetition I think we may be allowed to say that we
regard the compulsory retivement of Colonel Duke
without amy reasoms being given for it as a scandal
in the Publie Service of thix eolony. Barely a few
weeks age the Head of the Admipistration himself
congratulated the Commissioner of Police on the
oceasion of the Poliee Day celebrations at Kensimgion
and spoke in the most highly congvatulatory terms of
the efficiency with winen ne condueted the Police
Force and the esprit de corps which existed among
the men under his control. We may therefore be
pardoned for expressing our complete astonishment
to find that within a short time afterwards the same
Head of the Administration ig calhng upon the same
Commissioner of Police to retire in circumstances
-which, to say the least, must cast a blot on his reputa-
tion in the Publie Serviee of this colomy. So far as
I have been able to ascertain, the reasong which have
been given for this enforced retirement of the Colonel
are that a younger man is wanted for the post, and that
point has already been dealt with by previous speakers.
For that matter even the Head of the Administratio
himself is: an older man than Colonsl Duke; and we
have also heard it rumoured that semebody else has
been se'ected for the post and therefare it was neeess-
ary to make it vacant. I believe that rumour. We are
all aware that the Palestine Police Force has been the
breeding ground for Colonial Police Officers and
since the British mandate over Palestine hag come
"to an ing'orious end, we can quite imagine that there.
are dogzens, perhaps hundreds, of former members of
the Palestine Police Force who are cooling their heels
-in England and are just waiting to get out to the
eolonies to lord it over the natives in these parts.
It ig therefore fairly easy to understand that in the
near future we may see some blue-eyed favourite who
has served his novitiate in Palestine coming to Ba;-
bados to take the place of Colonel Duke. Moreover
within the past few months we have grown accustom-
ed to seeing the spectac’e of many of these dispaced:
Englishmen who formerly served in various parts of
the Colonial Empire being foisted on the British
West Indies. I should like to refer to the recent
appointment of Major Wakeham as regional
Information Officer in the West Indies; he
he hag served as a Bengal lancer for fifteen years and
with the General Staff in India for five years and he
has now come down to the West Indies—so we are
told—in order to spread information with regard to
the development of projects in the West Indies. Major
“Wakeham knows nothing about the West Indies; he
“knows as much about Jamaica or Trinidad or Barba-
dos as T know about Timbuktu, Kabul or Samarkand ;
but he is a displaced English Official and therefore we
in the West Indies are to be saddled with the necessity
for finding some place for him. Unfortunately for
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Colonel Duke his parents committed the cardinal
sin of having him born in the West Indies. If he
were a Britisher he would still be in his position
today.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I take it that by
using the word ‘‘Brutisher’’ the honourable member
means a United Kingdom Official.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 am sorry, Sir; I mean an
Englishman. Colonel Duke has had a most excellent
record in the Celonial Service; he has served in the
Great War having been commissioned on the field of
battle in France; he was awarded the Military Medal
with a Bar and he has given most efficient and dis-
tinguished service in the Leeward Istands before he
came here and his record in this colony is one of whiich
any public official can be proud. Therefore his en-
forced dismissal without any reasens being given for
it must cause intense dissatisfaction and intense
resentment on the part of West Indians who feel that
if and when capable West Indians can be found to
fill the highest positions in this colony, there is no
reason why imported officials shoulgd be pitch-forked
into these positions. T agree with the previous speaker
who emphasized that we, in this colony, have taught
something to some of the Englishmen who bhave come
down here. Here and there we have had some Engtlish
officials who have taught us something for which we
are grateful, or whose record of public service has, in
one way or another, assisted in the development of
this colony ; but I think that we are rapidly reaching
the point at which we can fil] nearly al!, if not all, of
our important posts with qualified natives. We there-
fore owe it to ourselves to see to it that any attempt
which is being made to prejudice the claims of West
Indians in favour of people born in the United King-
dom is frustrated at the very earliest opportunity, I
also agree with the previous speaker who claimed that
the Government is not to be blamed for this particular
incident. (Cheers). I go further and say that I
do not believe that the Government is happy about it;
I am of the opinion that the Government knew
nothing at all about it before the public did; but I
also feel, and T think I have sufficient reasons for
this observation, that if the advisers of the Governor
were different this incident would not have taken place,
The present miembers of the Exeeutive Committee
bave sat on that Body and for the last few months
they have seen the Adams’ Report with regard to the
Civil Service in this celony and it must he assumed
that they were capable of appreciating the implica-
tions of this Report. They must have appreciated
the fact that certain sa'aries were attached to certain
posts—and from other things in the Report too—
with the ulterior motive of filling these posts with
imported officials. The members of the HExecutive
Committee agreed to the sending down to this Cham-
ber of the Resolution. which included these salaries
when they knew in .their heart of hearts that in
respect of the posts which were created very few, if
any, West Indiang would be appointed to fill them.
Furthermore I am confirmed in my conviction that
the Head of the Administration assumed that he
could take the step which he has taken with regard
to Colonel Duke when the present members of the -
Executive sat on the Executive and agreed to the
sending down to this House of a Bill to put even
more power in the hands of the Governor relative to
the publie officers of this colony. It wi'l be recalled
that the Civil Establishment Bi'l which aecompanied
the Resolution sent down to this House a fortnight
ago contained this Clause :—

““1t shall be lawful for the Governor-in-Executive
Committee from time to time by order——
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State for the Colonies to annul his decision in this

(a) to establish offices in the public service
matter, I have very grave doubts as to whether theﬂ

A
of this island; ‘

'(b) to determine the number of persons who
may be appointed to such offices;

(¢) to preseribe the qualifications to be
possessed by persons appointed to such
offices ;

(d) to determine the emouments to be
attached to such offices; and

(e) to authorise the payment of the cost
of passages of officers and their families
travelling outside the island.”

We have never had any such Clause in this colony
before. As I have said, this Bill sought to give the
Governor wider powers in respect of the public offi-
cers in this colony and if we find that the Executive
Committee agreed to do that, they would also agree to
what it was proposed to do with Colonel Duke.
Therefore we cannot completely absolve them from
blame in thig matter for the simple reason that if
they had made it perfectly plain to the Governor, as
the Opposition proposes to do, that the time has come
when the public service of Barbados should be con-
trolled by a Public Service Commission with a con-
stitution determined by law and not by any official
sent down here from the Colonial Office, he would
not have dared to take the step which hag oceasioned
this present protest. Further, if I were in the place
of the presertt Executive Committee, especially bear-
ing in mind the faet that they claim that they are in
fundamenta! disagreement with this action and they
know nothing about it—if they really want to im-
‘press the public that they are in disagreement with
it, they should resign. When you have unwarranted
action like this being taken on the ipart of the Head
of the Administration and his elosest advisers, people
whom we are told that under the present constitu-
tional experiment are responsible for formulating
Govern:ent policy, even although the appointment of
officers in certain categories still remaing in the hands
of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, it behoves
those who are responsible for our affairs under this
experiment towards self-government, to dissociate
themselves in the most absolute manner from any
action taken by the Head of the Administration with
which they profess to be in disagreement. Mere
‘talk in the Assembly is not enough. We feel that
an injustice has been done to the gallant Colone] and
T sincerely hope that the rumour mentioned in this
Assembly by the hon. senior member for the City
that his dismissal is due to the fact that he refused
to bow down to one of the imported poohbaahg is not
entirely true. These officials who come here tem-
porarily like passing ships in the night, have to be
made to realise that if they find Barbados as it is
to-day when they leave Barbados, the colony will still
be going on. I agree with the hon. senior member
for the City that if these officials are throwing their
weight about too much and if they are .getting too
big for their boots, the best place for them is outside
Barbados. And we have to bear in mind that in the
case of these imported officials we are really doing them
a favour when we squeeze them out of the colony.
We have seen officials for whom Barbados got too
small, leave on promotion, Colonel Duke hag left his
job and now he has to live on a smaller remuneration;
but when the Colonial Secretary or the Attorngy
General leaves here you can bet your bottom dollar
that he iy going on an increased salary %o a more
important post. Therefore such officials will welcome
any attempt on the part of this House to get them
out of Barbados. I do not believe that a debate on
this matter is enough. While I agree with the final
paragraph of the Address as moved by the hon. senior
member for the City ecalling on the Secretarv of

Colonia] Office wil] back down on this decision. I am
therefore sincerely hoping that hon. members who
find themselves in this Chamber after the Elections
will see to it that this able, energetic and consecien-
tious Police Officer is given some employment m the
colony, if he remains here, on a remuneration which

-| will ensure that his income including his peunsion does

not fall below what he was getting when he was the
object of this unjust act. I am sure that hon. mem-
bers will have it within their power if Colonel Duke
elects to remain here, to see to it that he does not
suffer financially as a result of this action on the part
of the Head of the Administration and the Colonial
Office. I also suggest that we might include in this
Address some paragraph which will place on record
our appreciation of the Colonel’s services to this
island. A Body such as this should let it be known
to the world that we were satisfied with Colonel Duke
in the performance of his duties, and Barbados
will actually place on record some reference to those
duties. I want to propose that paragraph 3 of the
Address which was circulated this afternoon be in-
serted in place of paragraph 4 of the Address as
originally proposed. However, it is getting late and
I will not bother with this amendment. I appreciate
the fact that those hon. members who have spoken
previously have all seen fit to associate themselves
with this Address before the House, and I hope that
its unanimous passing will serve to impress upon the
Head of the Administration and the Colonial Office
that the people of this colony including their elected
representatives will no longer tolerate these things.

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Deputy Speaker,——I do
not have much to say in this matter because I feel
just as strongly about it as any other member sit-
ting around this table. I am sorry that the Head
of the Administration has allowed himself to be the
victim of circumstances such as these. Whether he
was advised to do this or he did it on his own account
I am sorry to see this island coming to such an un-
happy pass. When we have officers at the head of Gov-
ernment and they exhibit such a spirit of intolerance,
sometimes through incapability, sometimes through
ignorance, it is time that we sit up and protest very
strongly. This is not surprising to me because
1 have seen and watched the attitude of certain
Englishmen regarding the West Indies. At one
time it used to be a mafter of colour; now it is
boiling down to place of birth and in the striet
sense of the word, it is British against Colonial,
because in the strict sense of the word, the people
who live in England do not consider the Colonials
on par with them. It is all right down here for
a Colonial to say that he is a Britisher but when he
goes to the Mother Country they do not take him as
such. There is a vast difference between a Colo-
pnial and a Britisher in England. -All T am saying
is this: Whereag formerly the European was
against the black colonials, now they are taking a
turn against the white colonfials and now it is the
task of the black colonials to keep the true Britisher
off his fellow ‘‘Britisher’’ in the colonies. Whatever
be our task weé accept it in good faith, feeling that we
are West Indian and ag representatives of the peop'e,
when anything goes wrong in our public services
we are not only going to protest but we are going
to take action. I have sat here and listened to
every speech that has been made and feeling strongly
in this matter I will say these few words now. Of
course, I have no doubt that I will be returned to
this House of Assembly ; make no mistake about that;
who think otherwise are fooling themselves. When
T am returned to the House of Assembly and the
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~next year’s Estimates come before me, if the Head

of the Administration, the Colomal Secretary, and
the Attorney General persist in sending this atfable
gentleman out of our midst, your humble servant
1s going to move that the salary of the Commissioner
of Police be reduced or whatever steps can be taken
will be taken. They had better be careful because
somebody is going to retaliate when the time comes
to do so. I am sorry that this gentleman, for whom
1 have always had the highest regard, — and I
know there are many other persons in my company
in that respeet — has been more or less vietimized;
no doubt there is something aback of it; but I say
this is the beginning of the end. We have just
had another Englishman to come down here and re-
vise our salary scales and he has made it very clear
that the salaries which he has proposed are for
Englishmen and I can see something in the wind.
This move in respect of Col. Duke is the beginuning
of something of which we know nothing and I am
appealing to honourable members to protest very
strongly against it. Perhaps we may even appoint
a de'egation from among ourselves and wait on His
Excelleney and let him know how we feel on this
matter, because we are not prepared to allow these lit-
tle nit-wits from the Mother Country to come to dictate
to us in our house. We feel that we are comfing
into power and we are thinking along the lines of
‘West Indian solidarity (Cheers). We have been told
in the past that we had five senses but now they tell
me that it has been unmistakably discovered that we
have six senses and that the gixth sense is “‘the mind
to think for ourselves.”” We in the West Indies
are coming into our own. - We cannot allow Eng-
lishmen to come down here and just shift us about
without our having a voice in our affairs. A stop
shou'd be put to it; our language should be strong
enough to express our feelings. They should be
made to understand that we, as West Indians, are
going to stick together, whether we be white or
black, when our interests are at stake. There is
going to be, at some time or other, West Indian solid-
arity and black and white will unite as one. But
until such time comes let us remind the Colonial
Office that it is no use talking about Federation and
at the same time side-tracking us through the back
door. Those fellows are artists in diplomacy. When a
fellow has a policy to pursue you don’t believe he is
the same man and that is why I have always been
suspecting the Secretary of State for the Colonies —
Mr. Creech Jones. I am afraid that some people
overestimate the gentleman. I say that from the
depth of my heart. They have a policy to pursue
and I agree with the senior member for St. Peter, if
it is only for the first time, that now that certain
fields—India, Burma, Ceylon, Palestine,—are closed,
the West Indies are to bear the brunt as we did ia
the days of yore when sugar was King. But as I
said before, we are grown-up and are able to dictate
our policy and forego the British policy. We are
becoming intellectual and we have among us young
men who are capable of doing these jobs. Don’t
let Mr. Oreech Jones think he is sending somebody
down here to teach somebody something. We can
teach them a lot; they are coming into a home of
hospitality and eulture. They have the first move,
just as in the game of draughts or cards; but some-
times he who gets the lead has the cards in his hands
and cannot play them correctly. They have the lead
but now we are saying ‘‘Halt!”’ During the coming
session T shall move the passing of some Addresses
whose purpose will extend beyond the West Indian
border beeause I have a cause to fight with His Majes-
ty the King. He is going to hear from me. . We

have to get ser.ous about these things because those
people on the other side are serious about what they
are doing; they are looking after bread and butter
for their children and those things are fumdamental.
The British (GGovernment hag been satisfied to send
us, during all the years, third-rate people to teach
us.  Half of the time those people have been making
us corrupt. The British Government did not send
us the hbest people; it sent us nit-wits; people who
needed culture themselves, and what they did was to
make us corrupt. And they are practising those
things to-day, even in respect of the high offices. The
idea of firing the Commissioner of Police without
even telling him what he has been fired for! That is
high-handedness and we have to fight against such
actions. We have to let the Governor know that we
are holding on to our position in this House of
Assembly. We know that if the Colonel goes somebody
will be appointed to the post —— perhaps they are go-
ing to send somebody from Palestine or some other
part of the East—and we shall then be paying the
Colonel a pension and a salary to the new appointee;
that is the serious part of the problem because we
shall need some of this money to do social work, We
cannot afford to do both. At one time, perhaps,
some of us suffered from inferiority compex — I
have never suffered from it and I never will. The
day 1 suffer from inferiority complex I hope
to die like a dog! Tell a man what you think about
him and be done with it! If this House is really
serious about this matter, it will appoint a delegation
from the House to wait on the Governor and express
its feeling in the matter. Thig Colonel is an gffable
man, a very sociable man, a very entertaining per-
sonality, a man who, whenever I meet him, reminds
me of the fact that I am an M.C.P. by his salute.
He is not a wild Englishman; he is a cultured
West Indian, if you please! (Laughter and Cheers).
I want our action in this matter to go beyond mere
words. I want something done and I am inviting
this House to let us forego our business and to-morrow
morning or Thursday morning go to His Excellency
the Governor and tell him to tell the Secretary of
State for the Colonies ‘‘No; can’t do down here any
more, my boy!’’> (Laughter and Cheers). Mr. Deputy
Speaker, I am going to stop. 1 said that I was
going to say only a few words but because of the
strong characteristics which I have found in this
gentleman I must certainly pay my respects to him
and to express in no uncertain terms how I feel about
this matter. I hope that this House will do some-
thing tangible and let our presence be felt, so that
if they are hatching similar schemes about here, they
will know that this House wil' not tolerate such
actions, will mince no matters and will move heaven
and earth to see that West Indian solidarity is upheld.
(Prolonged applause).

Mr. LEWIS:  Mr- Deputy Speaker,—So far, 1
must say that this debate has been on the very high
plane of defending a principle, so much so, that we
find the members of one Race being highly indignant
of what they regard as an injustice to a member of
another Race. No. higher compliment could be paid
this House than the acknowledgement of that fact.
I. Sir, shall continue to maintain this debate on the
high plane that is already set but, Sir, I intend to
make some extremely strong remarks about certain
people and things which I have been hearing during
the last few months in thig island. I intend to do
so beeause it has created a state of uneasiness in this
community which, T sense, will lead to trouble. I
shall try, Mr. Deputy Speaker, to put this matter
in what T regard as its true perspective. This House
with its privilege of free speech, has for a long period
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of time been the guardiang of the rights of public
servantg and the population of this couniry generally
and has deferrded them against any form of tyranny
or injustice. So far as the public servants are con-
cerned, there has recently come into being the Civil
Service Association and that may now be said to have
taken over some of the responsibility of this House.
1 shall refer to that later- So far as the Police are
concerned, they have been virtually denied the pro-
tection which an Association would give them—I use
the word ‘‘virtually’’ because I understand that they
have applied for permission to form an Assoeiation
but owing to the way im which the answer wag word-
ed from the Head of the Adminisiration, they did not
know whether to go ahead or not. The Police are
not regarded as Civil Servants protected by the Civil
Service Association- Now, Sir, this 1947 Pension Act
gives the power to the Governor of this Colony, with

the approval of the Secretary of State for the

Colonies, to act in the way he has acted towards this
officer. That Pension Act wag passed at a time when
we had the Civil Service Association and the Whitley
Council. It does not concern the Police only and,
therefore, it may be zaid that the public servants and
the Legislature have granted the power to the Gov-
ernor and the Secretary of State for the Colonies to
act as they have acted; because, Sir, if we agree to
the opening paragraph of this Address, Section 8 of
the Act reads:—
“Tt shall be lawful for the Governor to require
an officer to retire from the Service of this island
‘(1) at any lime after he attains the age
of 55 years, or
. 44(2) In special cases with the approval of
the S:cretary of State, at any time after he
attains the age of 50 years, or
““(3) in the case of a female officer on
marriage; and retirement shall be compulsory
for every officer on attaining the age of 60 years.”
Now, Sir, 1 said that with the protection of an
Association, no doubt the Legislature felt that they
could easily grant this authority. In the first
instance, it was being granted to people who, it must
be assumed, would not descend to any vindictive or
arbitrary use of such a power; so, therefore, Sir, 1
feel that we never intended this to be used in the
way that it has been used, at least without an ex-
planation. I come more particularly now, Sir, to
what I must regard as the Duke affair. It would
seem that this unfortunate officer had the misfortune
of being a Duke by name but not by nature. What,
Sir, would cause uneasiness in an incident of this
sort?  TIncidents of this sort, Sir, recall to one’s
mind things that one might not have noticed nor paid
any particular aitention to when they were happen-
ing. But there ig a collection of incidents that makes
ons in thig colony particularly uneasy about this
Duke affair. The first thing, Sir, is the Report of
Mr. G. H- Adams, C.B.E., with its ereation of offices
that engenders the suspicion that they are created
for persons other than Colonials. Well, Sir, there
is rumour of the dissatisfaction by a recent importa-
tion over the outcome of g case in the Law Courts
of this island pertaining to the Parking Regulations.
T am dealing, Sir with rumour, Then, Sir, there ix the
leaking out of an affair in which the Colonial Secretary
of this island has recently attempted to bully a re-
sponsible officer of this Government who had to bless
his stars, T suppose, that he was not entirely in the
Civil Service; he was operating under a special Aect.
Then, of course, Sir, there is the attempled bullving
of the Colonial Treasurer of this colony by another
new importation the Financial Secretary of this
colony: that is a verv serious matter. And then we
have to leave the realm of rumour and come to the

i

reality that strikes us as bearing a very near likeness ﬂ

to fulfilment of these rumours, that is, Sir, the
arbitrary and apparently unjust removal from office
of Col. Duke. Col. Duke, Sir, apears to have won
the esteem, if not entirely of his men—he is in the
position of having to discipline men and there may
be one or two, it is to be expected, who dislike him—
but he has won the es.eem of such a large majority
of the men under him and of the public generally
that this particular incident hag certainly outraged
public feeling. Wl understand, Sir, that jobs must
be made for displaced persons and we have 10 be very
carsful that when they come out here they are not
misplaced persons. Now, Sir, as some other honour-
able member remarked, this is an incident of far-
reaching importance- I understand that one of the
reasons or the reason given is that a younger man 1s
wanted for the post; that is what I understand; it
was hinted at in an article in a loeal newspaper and
T say that we have a string of officers under the Com-
missioner of Police who may have that qualification
and fill the bill for the post; but, Sir, I feel that as
Commissioner of Police in this colony or, perhaps,
any colony, it is necessary to have a man of experi-
ence, a man capable of making a decision on the spur
of the moment and particularly it is desirable to have
in auch g post a man who has the goodwill of the mix-
ed community in which he lives. It might create a

disturbance 1f the Commissioner of Police makes a

mistake; therefore, to fill the post with a younger
man might be a dangerous thing to do. As far as
the people who come to thig island are concerned,
especially when they come from what we call the
Mother Country, it would seem to me, Sir, that they
are of the opinion—I do mot know where they get
that opinion from—that they must of necessity treat
people in the Colonies as being of lesser int:lligence,
as servants for them in many cases and as people
whom the British Council has to be sent down in
advance to teach culture. The specimens, Sir, which
we have, even occupying permanent positions at pub-
lic functions, leave much to be desired; they are of the
Bohemian kind and we have geen them deseribed as
‘‘pblustering with bambolina boots’” (Laughter). It
is sometimes, Sir, wondered whether the specimens we
1o get, are not moral degenerates who have come to
teach us their culture! However, I would like to
issue the warning to them that T am prepared to join
with West Indiang of any colour to resent anyv treat-
ment to West Indians that is not the kind of treat-
ment which should be given to human beings. I am,
Sir, going to suggest to my colleagme to make his in-
tention in this Address crvstal elear. I suggest to
him to use the expression “His Majesty’s Principal
Secretarv of State for the Colonies’” instead of ‘‘His
Majestv 't Seeretary of State for the Colonies.”” We
want this Address to go straight home to the person
for whom it ig intended. Now, Sir, there is a word
in this Address—mot that T am afraid to offend but
T think we might get greater consideration of our

| views if we put them in a manner which gives the

Secretary of State for the Colonieg the benefit of the
doubt, inasmuch as we have hinted in the Address
that he hags acted on advice from persons who are not
qualified to eive it therefore T would suggest to my
colleague to leave out the word ‘‘annulling’’ and use
the word ‘‘re-considering” instead. I hardly think
that the Seeretary of State for.the Colonies would mis-
take what we mean by that. Well, Sir, T know that
~sven the mover of this Address. from his experienece,
knows that there is very little chance of getting this
decision annulled. Those people are too brazen. We
are more or less putting them to the test but they are
not going to run away with their tails between their
legs nor are they going to back down without a ficht.

: Let this Address be, therefore, respectfully worded.
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Let us ask for the reconsideration of the de-
cision of the Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies because, after all, the matter has to be
referred to him and the person to whom we
are addressing our request has very likely not
seen the original document. We know how these
things are done. The Colenial Office at present may be
headed by a Labourite but while that is so, there may
be others who have friends for whom they wish to
obtain jobs. Do not forget that the Principal Clerks in
the Colonial Office are the people who manage the
affairs and they also have friends to serve. I would
further suggest that this House avail itself of the sug-
gestion by the senior member for St. Peter and obtain
personal representation of our feelings to the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies. We are in the happy
position, if we are not making this a Party issue, of
having the Leader of this House at present in Eng-
land and, perhaps, in consultation with the Secretary
of State for the Colomies. Let us, therefore, even
if we have to pull our own pockets and pay for it,
send a cable to Mr. G. H. Adams asking him to inter-
view the Secretary of State for the Colonies in this
matter and stress our strong resentment and our
strong desire for a favourable reconsideration of the
matter. (Cheers). Well, Sir, I e ‘it that we are
unanimous in our resentment and inasmuch as the
Leader of the House is at present in England and if
we are not making this a Party issue—Mr. Deputy
Speaker, I heard a remark that Mr. Grantley Adams
would be placed in a difficult position———

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I suppose the hon-
ourable member is referring to the honourable senior
member for St. Joseph!

Mr. LEWIS: Yes, Your Honour. You know
that even the Secretary of State for the Colonies
wan's us to be so confused that he has chosen a man
by the same name to send down here to investigate
the salaries and conditions of service of our Civil
Servants. However, we have the senior member for
St. Joseph at present in England and the Secretary
of States for the Colonies might think it strange that
we did not ask the honourable member to interview
him and tell him about our resentment in this case.
I am particularly sorry that this Address does not

contain any reference to our admission of the fact

that we have given them the right to act in this way.
There may be instances in which officers are becoming
prematurely deerepit and because there is no Act on
the Statute Book to superannuate them, they might

hold on to their offices to the detriment of other:
people in the Service; that is the reason why the:

Pension Act is worded as it is. 1 am not eensuring the
House for anything it has done. I am only explaining
and I am sorry that this Address doeg not contain
something to that effect. The Section of the Act
might justify such action but we did not have in
mind such use of the power given to the Governor
of this Colony and to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies. Perhaps if we draw it to their attention,
we may prevent them from throwing back at us the

statement that they have done what we have given
them authority to do—we do not say that they must

give ug any explanation of their action. However,
I am willing to agree to the Address as it is, but I
still ask my colleague whether he is accepting one or
both of the amendments which T have suggested and
I am wondering whether he would accept the further
suggestion that we ask the senior member for St.
Joseph to interview the Secretary of State for the
Colonies in this matter. Mr. Deputy Speaker, T am
making these snggestions because T look upon this
fincident in this way: We have definitely put in the
‘Act that the Governor, with the approval of the
Secretarv of State for the Colonies conld do this
thing. That has absolutely nothing to do with the
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Government as such. I regref, Sir, that perhaps a
matier of thig sor. wag not—I take 1i that 1t was not
—referred to the members of the Executive Commnit-
tee who belong to the Party that formg the Govern-
ment and it makes it all the more neeessary for us
to register our disapproval and ask for a reconsidera-
tion of the decision. Will my colleague, therefore,
accept the term ‘‘His Majesty’s Principal Secretary
of State for the Colomies?’” Will he accept the
word ‘‘reconsidering’” for annulling’’? Mr. Deputy
Speaker, while I am not afraid to cffend, [ am not
pressing my points.  Finally, I feel that in appealing
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies we should
give him the benefit of the doubt-we have that
he will not stick to his guns and that the injustice
we want remedied will not be remedied. Are we
merely saying that we do not care whom we offend
or are we attempting to get an injustice remedied?
It is to that end that T am making the suggesiions I
am making. 1 am wondering whether this House
would not go further—perhaps it would serve no use-
ful purpose hecause the present session is drawing to
a close—but in my opinion if we feel as we do about
this matter and we do not get satisfaction before the
time comes for this officer actually to leave the Ser-
vice, I think that a Commission of Enquiry should
be appointed to investigate the dismissal of the Com-
missioner of Police. But, Sir, I do not see that you
can, at the same time, agk somebody to annul or re-
consider a decision and set up a Commission of En-
quiry. However, Mr. Deputy Speaker, T am con-
vinced that this House can appoint a Commission of
Enquiry to make the investigation suggested. After
all, we have {o vote the money to pay the pension
that will be resulting from the enforeced retirement
of this efficer and, as one honourable member has
said in relation to that, the salary of his successor
in office. The Aect states “in special cases’ and if
no special case hag been made out, then I take it that
we are at liberty and have the authority to investigate
what special circumstances led up to the using of
this law as has been used.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I take it that the
honourable senior member for the City has accepted
the suggestion for the insertion of the word ‘‘Princi-
pal” before ‘‘Sceretary of State for the Colonies.”’

Mr. DOWDING: Late as it is I fee] that it is
my duty to add my voice in this historic debate. The
contemplation of the unqualified dismissal of a fellow-
colonial is miothing new to me whatsoever. I have
seen colonials both white .and. coloured having been
forecibly asked to resigm from their office in the Caril-
bean Regiment merely to make way for UK. men.
I say that fearlessly and I know that there are those
who can substantiate what T have said. Un-
fortunately for us, in those days we were in Italy;
fortunately for.us to-day we are at home in Barbados
and we are united in this matter. (Cheers). We
have before us an Address which should be as strong
as possible in its wording; it should go to the limit
and let those in authority understand that when they
are treading on our toes at home, they .ade treading
on our toes in the wrong place. I speak with passion

-on this matter; I speak as one who has been preach-

ing, from the day T entered this House, that we must
beware of the .constant importation into this island
of experts from overseas. To-day the West Indies
are becoming the home of all sorts and types of
officials and otherwise from the Mother Country,
people who are in need of a job and nothing else.
Their qualifications in many cases are by far below
those of men in this island who are capable of being
appointed to positions in the island, or those of men
from other parts of the Wiest Indies. T fee] that this
undermining of our loca] intelligence and of our
get-up is partly due to our own fault. Why is it that
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to-day we are being taken for fools, that the people
from the other side should send to us such poor
decrepit representatives of a beautiful and sirong
nation? Why do we have thrust on us to-day officials
who do not know how to dress themselves in their
offices or in any public work? I have had the
pleasure of seeing, when this House was invited to
attend Dodds and other places, an Official attending
in an open neck shirt and sandals with his toes out!
‘Why are we having that sort of thing to-day? Some-
thing is wrong otherwise that would not happen.
Why is it that the general run of officials firom
England to-day is what it is? The same thing which
happened during the War is happening today; i_n-
stead of being in the top rank the West Indies are
getting like those who are at the bottom rank. We
should be sent people of the greatest calibre; it is uy
fitting to send us the type of men which we are get-
ting in these days when we are talking about i
federation of the West Indies. This Official, whose
unhappy plight we are considering to-day, has served
the Mother Country; he has received outstanding
honours in the War and to-day he is told: ‘‘Your
services are no longer required!’” A little time ago
he was complimented on the manmer in which .
handled the fire which took place just outside . this
building, and we have standing in this island Traffic
Regulations which would not have been standing if
it had not been for him. Mr. Deputy Speaker, there
must be something in a man who has gained the
respect of the people of this ecolony to such a degree
that, even with a certain amount of bungling by the
Government they continue to carry out Regulations
which that man was partly instrumenta) in bringing
about. I go back to wonder why we are being treated in
this manner to-day. Why are we, an ancient colony
whose traditions are well known, being given Officials
who are by no means up to the calibre of local men?
‘Are we not, to a certain extent, responsible for it
odrselves? ‘Are we not too quick to say: ‘'Y
spend £1,000 or £2,000 and import an expert? O‘n
this very day we had a Resolution before us relative wo
the filling of a post, and I am wondering up to now
whether every possible source has been explored
locally before we go overseas for somebody to teach
people houseeraft. We are much too quick to spend
money so as to import experts into this colony. I
think that money in the vicinity of £10,000 has been
spent in importing officials who are called experts
into this island. I hold that if we were stromger.in
our efforts to say that we intend to have local mgen
to fill positions, even as high as the position of
Governor, these officials would not be sent to us so
easily. But we are too prone in this House and in
other places to say: “No there ‘is no local man
suitable for this position.” Tt is regrettable that this
is 50. T have seen this writing on the wal] from. the time
when I entered the Caribbean Army; I have seen
TU.K. personne]l displace from Majors back down to
Sergeants. The only people whom they did not dis-
place were the Privates. (Laughter). They dis-
placed Sergea.nts and Corporals, but not Privates. 1
feel rather bitter on this subjeet. I would not like
anyone to ‘believe that I am not strongly in favour
of the Mother Country; but there are numbers of
trained Englishmen locally and in the ‘Colonies, and
to-day it seems as if those whose authority it is to
appoint officials are believing that there is no differ-
ence between an Englishman in the colonies and an
Englishman in England. T can assure you, Sir, that the
attitude of an Englishman towards a colonial in the
ceclonial’s home is one thing but there is quite another
story when the colonial is in the Englishman’s home. I
fail to see what benefit we can get or what benefit the
Mother Country to which we are so Joyal can get, from
officials of the type which are in this island to-day. I

will not mention these Officials by name because the ,
course of this debate hag clearly shown who they are;
but I am wondering what is going to be the outcome
of this matter. I regret that apart from the effort
made by the two hon. members for the City, there
is nothing stronger which we can do at the moment;
but I once heard the Leader of this House say that
this House can do anything except to turn a man
into a woman and wvice verse. If this House is as
united as it is to-day there must be some means of
seeing that this unfortunate Officer is reinstated.
I would go so far as to say, if it is in order and if we
could not do anything else, that we should bring
forward some Bill or Act whereby if this office is
filled by any U.K. man, we will be able within the
space of three months to say goodbye to him and
reinstate this Officer who has so ably carried out his
duty in this colony for the past eight years. It is a
great pleasure for me to be able to speak to-day on
this matter—a matter on which I feel very bitter—
and I do not hide the fact that I have had to shed
tears over the fact that my colonials, my Army
Officers, were being replaced merely for the sake of
putting U.K. men into jobs; and when we said that
we had come from the West Indies, we were_asked
if we knew English! During my two years in this
House, on every possible occasion. I have warned hon.
members not to import officials, or experts or what-
ever they may be unless the local] and the whgle
Caribbean area had been fully explored first. And
in connection with that Resolution which we passed
this afternoon, I hope that the hon. member who in-
troduced it, will be certain that the local and West
Indian area is explored before we import anybody
from outside to fill this post. These imported Offi-
cials are all around us and I wonder how many of
them ever get any work done. They seem to be more
able in the carrying out of entertainment than im
the carrying out of good, hard, solid work for which
we, who are their employers, pay. We pay these
Officials and we should eall the tune. Mr. Deputy
Speaker, I sincerely hope that late as it is, any hon-
ourable member who can add. any strength to this
Addresg will do so, regardless of the time which 18
now at our disposal. (Cheers).

Mr. SMITH: I did not intend to say anything
on this Address (MEMBERS: Shame!) but when
I sat and listened to the various speeches by hon-
ourable members, it makes me feel that there is a
coalition among honourable members this afternoon.
I sincerely hope that this same gpirit will be in
existence with every honourable member until the
13th of December. (Laughter and Cheers). I am
wondering who is responsible for this large importa-
tion of foreigners into thig island. From the time
I know myself I have found strangers coming here,
but from the remarks of honourable memberg this
afternoon it looks as if this thing has only begun
last year- I believe that this importation of Officials
hag been going on from the creation; they have been
bringing in foreign people to fill jobs and forgetting
our West Indian people. I am really ashamed of
hearing some honourable memberg say that one of
these Officials has called the honourable senior member
for St. Thomag ‘‘monkey nuts’’. I can also remember
that in 1944 when the electors of this colony returned
a majority of coloured people to this House, it was
said by some of the white people in this island that
“‘they are a lot of monkeys.”” There is no doubt that
that Official has heard something from the white
people in thig island. The honourable ]unlor member
for St. Philip has said that Colonel Duke is a very
decent and well-trained man; I know that too. When
he is passing you he will salute you as an M.C.P. He
has done more than some of the ordinary policemen,
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o~ because some of them will knoek you down and they

will not even look at you. I say that regardless of
colour, class or creed, Colonel Duke deserves every-
thing that has been said of him this afternoon. I do
not know what ithe Commissioner of Police has done
that could be responsible for hig being asked to re-
sign; I do not know, ag representative of the people,
whether he is right or wrong; all I can say ig that
they have not even treated him like a ten-cent hoy,
because in dismissing a ten-cent boy you should tell
him why you are dismissing him. Even in the case
of a person who hag committed a crime, the Magis-
trate or Judge tells the person for what he has been
charged- Therefore the Commissioner of Police has
been {reated worse than a ten-cent boy, and it is
up to us, as the representatives of the people, to say
who is responsible for that. We are the people’s
representatives and we are not standing for any
of this rot any more. We must show our colours; we
must stand up like men and represent the people. It
is our duty to see that the Colonel is reinstated be-
cause we do not know for what reason he has been
called upon to resign. Whoever ig responsible for
this dismissal care so much about the representatives
of the people as not to say one word to us or to the
Executive Committee ag to why this Officer hag been
dismissed. Tt is high time that we have a ministerial
set-up because we would have a Minister in charge of
this Department and he would have been able to t&ll
us something about this matter this afternoon.
(Cheers). If we had a Minister in charge of this
particular Department I would not be here so late
this afternoon, because this Minister would have been
able to put his foot down on whatever is wrong. But
we have no such Minister at the head of this Depart-
ment and the Head of the Administration hag done
what the Pension Act requires. What hag happened
this afternoon will cause us to fight for Ministerial
Government for thig colony. Some time ago the Head
of another Department tried {o exercise his authority
in respect of some ’bug concessionaires and there
again we have no Minister in charge of that Depart-
ment. I would not go any further this afternoon than
to say that it is our duty to see that Colonel Duke
is reinstated. The honourable Jjunior member for St.
Philip says that he will be returned to this House
and I say that T also will be returned to help in the
fight for the reinstatement of Colonel Duke. I am
appealing to honourable members to keep thig same
spirit of coalition until the night of the 13th of
December.

Mr. COX: I feel that this question has been fully
debated ; T too feel that an injustice has been done to
this Officer. We all know that this Officer has been
with us for some years now and T do not believe that
he has one enemy in thig community. We all feel that
he has done his job without any partiality and so 1t
came to us as a surprise to hear that he had been
called upon to resign. Not so long ago I know that a
certain influential member of this House threatened
a Civil Servant that he would cause him to be dis-
missed because that Civil Servant did not share that
member’s political point of view. That sort of thing
is going on; and we have some of our own people
playing into the hands of Officials. That is responsi-
ble in part for what has happened to thig Officer. T
merely suggest that if we want to do justice to the
community we have to stop playing into the hands
of these Officials and get down to businesg in the

- service of the community. So far ag the point raised

by the honourable junior member for St. J oseph rela-
tive to Ministerial Government is concerned, T feel
that it should be the duty of all honourable members

t¢ do their best in trying to bring about such a system

of Government.

T——

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; The question is that
this Address do now pass- Honourable memberg in
favour of that will Please say ‘“Aye’’, those against
will please say ‘“No”. T think the “Ayes’’ have it.
1 gather it is the feeling of the House that a slight
departure be made from the usual custom in -connee-
tion with the presentation of Addresses ‘which are
normally presented by one or two members at the
request of the Speaker. In thig case, in view of the
momentous issue involved and the remarkable unani-
mity amongst honourable members, I suggest that this
Address be presented by the whole House (Cheers)
in accordance with Rules 205 and 20%. I will ascertain
His Excellency’; pleasure and communicate the in-
members ag to when they

formation to honoursble
will be asked to meet Hig Excellency and have this
Address presented. (Cheers).

ADDRESS RE BIRTH OF A SON TO PRINCESS
ELIZABETH AND THE DUKE or
EDINBURGH.

Dr. CUMMINS: I am asking the House to pass
an Address of congratulations relative to the birth
of a son to Her Roya] Highness Princess Elizabeth
and the Duke of Edinburgh. The Address reads as
follows :—

The House of Assembly
To
His Ezcellency The Governor

The House of Assembly hereby beg to place on
record the great pleasure experienced by them
at hearing of the bhirth of a son to Her Royal Highness
Princess Elizabeth and to the Duke of Edinburgh.

The House therefore asks Your Excellency to
convey to Her Royal Highness, The Princess, and the
Duke of Edinburgh through the Secretary of State
for the Colonies their sincere congratulations on the
birth of their son and to Hig Majesty The King their
devoted loyalty to His Throne and Family.

T beg to move that this Address do now pass.

Mr. WILKINSON: I beg to second that. It is
refreshing to see that there has been an increase in
the members of the Royal family.

The question that this Address do now DPass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division,
honourable members, at the request of Mr. Deputy
Speaker, signifying their approval by standing in
their places.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will ask the hon-
ourable senior member for St. Thomag and the hon-

ourable junior member for St. J ames to present this
Address,

Dr. CUMMINS: As Your Honour pleases.
Mr. WILKINSON: As your Honour pleases.

THE ADJOURNMENT

Dr. CUMMINS: The prorogation of the Legis-
lature takes place at 2.80 o’clock Pm. on Tuesday
next and I beg to move that this House do now
adjourn to this day week, the 23rq day of November,
1948, at 2 o’clock p.m.

Mr. WnriNson seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

Mr. DeEPUTY SPEAKER aceordingly adjourned the
House to this day week, the 23rd day of November,
1948, at 2 o’clock p.m.






