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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 12th October, 1948.

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 12 o’clock noon to-day.

Present:

His Honour Mr. J. E. T. Brancker (Deputy
Speaker), Mr. L. B. SMrtH (Chairman of Commitiees),
Dr. H. G. CoMmMmins, Messrs. F. D. MeD. SyMMonps,
M. E. Cox, R. G. Marp, A. E. 8. Lewis, C. E. TarMma,
H. D. BuackMAN, D. D. GARNER, J. A. HavNEs, B.A.,
V. C. Garg and W, A. CRAWFORD.

Prayers are read.

Messrs. MorTLEY and WHLKINSON enter the House
and take their seats. !

MINUTES.

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on
the 5th October, 1948, having been circulated are
taken as read and confirmed.

DOCUMENT

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have the honour
to inform the House that I have received a State-
ment of Revenue and Expenditure from the Commis-
sioners of Highways for the parish of St. James
for the period April to September, 1948.

ILLNESS OF THE DEPUTY CLERK

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have the honour
to inform the House that I have received a letter
from the Deputy Clerk stating that he is undergoing
medical treatment and asking that he be granted
six weeks’ leave of absence from hig duties as Deputy
Clerk of the House from the 12th instant. He
further askg that Mr. J. C. Armstrong, Solicitor, be
permitted to perform his duties during hig leave of
absence.

On the mofion of Dr. Cummins, seconded by
Mr. Tarma, the Deputy Clerk is granted six weeks’
leave of absence from to-day.

APPOINTMENT OF AN ACTING DEPUTY
CLERK

On the motion of Dr. CumMINs, seconded by Mr.
Tauma, Mr. J. C. Armstrong is appointed to act as
Deputy Clerk during the absence on leave of Mr.
H. L. Thomas.

Mr. Dowping enters the House and takes his
seat.

PETITION

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I beg to
present a petition from the Executors and Trustees of
the will of Emanuel John Cook Hutehinson, deceased,
and of the Hutchinson School Fund and property
situate in the parish of St. Philip praying the
said school and to sell the dwelling house buildings
and land thereto belonging and to add the proceeds of
such sale to the school fund to be invested accordingly
and to utilize the interest for the purpose of awarding
scholarships to secondary schools to péor children of
the white population of the parish of St. Philip but if
none shall be available, then to poor children of the
population of the said parish without distinetion of
race. The petition is respectfully worded and I
ask that it be taken as read.

The petition is taken as read.

Mr. HusBanps enters the House and takes his
seat.

NOTICES

A Government Notice is given as follows:—

Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution to place the sum of
£1,713 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee for the service of the colony as set out
in the schedule thereto.

Dr. CUMMINS: Of my intention to move the
House into Committee of Supply at the next meeting
to consider the Resolution of which I just gave notice.

Other Notices are given ag follows:—

Mr. COX: Of the following Address:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency the Governor
The House of Assembly respeetfuliy request

Your Excellency to take immediate steps to provide
for the free postage of circulars to the electors for
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all nominated ecandidates seeking election to the
General Assembly.
Mr. COX: Of my intention to move later in
the day the passing of the abovementioned Address.
Dr. WitsoN enters the House and takes his geat.
Mr. SYMMONDS: Of the following Address:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Ezxcellency the Governor

The House of Assembly ig deeply concerned over
the difficulty which a large section of the poulation
experience in obtaining medica}] aid during the
hours of the night,

(a) The House of Assembly would draw to
Your Excellency’s attention the fact that thig il}-
ability on the part of ailing citizens to procure medi-
cal attention has, in a number of cases, been attended
with tragic consequences. _

(3) The House of Assembly is therefore of
the opinion that an immediate investigation into
the position should be eonducted with a view to the
formulation of plang for its amelioration.

Mr. S. A. WaLcorr enters the House and takes
hig seat. )

Mr. GARNER: A Bill to authorize the Execu-
tors and Trusteeg of the will of Emanuel John Cook
Hutchinson, deceased, to close the Hutchinson
School and sell the buildings and land thereto in
the parish of St. Philip.

Mr. LEWIS: Of my intention to move for the
temporary suspension of Rule 61 (b) with the object
of obtaining the leave of the House to proceed with
Grder No. 94 under Private Members’ Business as
the first Order to-day.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Of my intention to ask for
leave later in the day to take Order No. 95 under
Private Members’ Business as the first Order, when
I propose to state the reasons for the urgency in
dealing with the Bill

QUESTIONS

Mr. SYMMONDS: To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of the House;

(1) Is Government aware that the stand-post
situated on the Woodland Road, which formerly
served the Drax Hall area St. George, has been out
of commission during the past several months?

(2) In view of the tfact that the unavalla_blht.y
of water in this area creates a severe hardship on
residents who are compelled to fetch water from a
distance of over a mile, will Government take the
necessary steps to have this standpipe foythvs{nh_ re-
opened for the benefit of the people in this distriet?

Mr. MOTTLEY: To enquire from the Senior
Member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of this House :— )

1. Is Government aware that that portion of
the Public Market allotted for the use of persons
engaged in the trade of preparing for food the en-
trails of animals slaughtered in the said Market, is
uncovered and provides no shelter from sun or rain?

9. If the answer to Question 1 is in the affirm-
ative, will Government take immediate steps to pro-
vide sheltered accommodation for those persons?

Mr. COX: To enquire from the Senior Member
of the Executive Committee present in the House at
their next meeting :— o .

1. Ig GQovernment aware that the Sanitary ar-
rangements provided at headquarters for the unes-
tablished staff of the Department of Highways and
Transport are of a very primitive system?

2. If the answer is “‘yes’’, will Government take
immediate steps to bring such arrangements to mod-
ern and up-to-date standards?

Mr. COX: To enquire from the Senior Member
of the Executive Committee present in the House at
their next meeting :—

2. Is the Government aware that the Police are
exceedingly anxious to have a change in their
uniform ?

2. If the answer is ‘‘yes,”’ will the Govern-
went, in the light of experience of the tropies, give
favourable consideration to their request?

Mr. Warp enters the House and takes his seat

SELECT COMMITTEE’S REPORT

Mr. CrawrForD presents the Report of the Select
Committee appointed to draft a Reply to Hig Ex-
cellency’s Message No. 13 of 1948, relating to unem-
ployment relief works.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Mr. GARNER, seconded by Mr.
Crawrorp, a Bill to authorize the Executors and
Trustees of the will of Emanuel John Cook Hutchin-
son, deceased, to close the Hutchinson Schoo! and to
sell the school buildings and land thereto in the par-
ish of St. Philip is read a first time.

On the motion of Mr. Crawrorp, seconded by
Mr. GarxEr, a Bill intituled the Industries Aid and
Encouragement Act, 1948, ig read 5 first time.

PUBLIC HEALTH BILL POSTPONED

Dr. CuMmiNs asks for and is granted leave to
postpone the further consideration of the first Order
—a Bill to consolidate and amiend the Aects of this
Island relating to Public Health—in view of the fact
that the reprinting of the Bil] with the several
amendments has not yet been completed.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60

Dr. CUMMINS: I ask leave, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, to move the suspension of Rule 60 in order
te deal with Orders Nos. 15 and 16 as Orderg Nos. 2
and 3 under Government Business. There is a mis-
take in the arrangement of the Order Paper because
honourable memberg will remember that in fixing the
Order Paper at the last meeting I put Orders Nos.
15 and 16 as Orders Nos. 2 and 3.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber ig granted leave to proceed,

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Rule 60 be
now suspended.
Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I have
given notice of my intention to ask the leave of the
House to take Order No. 94 under Private Members’
Business as the first Order of the day and I should
like your direction in the matter. I think the
House should take notice at the earliest possible time
of the subject matter to which Order No. 94 under
Private Members’ Business relates.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable

' member gpeaking against the motion for the suspen-

sion of Rule 60?

Mr. LEWIS: T presume, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
that T would be in order if T move an amendment
that the figures ‘60’ be deleted and the figures and
symbol ““61 (b)’’ be substituted therefor.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member making a motion to that effect?
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Mr. LEWIS: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am
making that motion in order to give the House the
opportunity to express an opinion on the fact that
eertain regulations which were brought here were
definitely brought contrary to the gpirit and the
letter of the law. I think the House should take
notice of the matter rather than wait for any direc-
tion from outside. The House has already had a
direction from you, Sir, and my own opinion is that
the House should deal with the matter. It ig tan-
tamount to an insult to this House that it was not
treated with even the courtesy with which it should
have been treated, let alone the non-carrying-out of
the law and I do think that it is incumbent upon
the House to express its opinion in the matter as
soon as possib'e. If my amendment is agreed to I
intend to ask the leave of the House to proceed with
Order No. 94 under Private Members’ Business as
the first Order of the Day. I feel that the honour-
able senior for St. Thomag could make his
motion after that matter has been dealt with,
so that he as Deputy Leader of the House
may then be able to deal with the wmatters
under Government Business in the order in
which he cares to deal with them. T just feel, that
no business should he done until an expresison
of opinion on the point to which I refer has been
given by the House because to leave the matter where
it is would, in my opinion, be tantamount to con-
doning the offence. I sinesrely hope that T have
made myself clear. The regu'ations are of =uch
8 nature as to cause persons in the community io
have to pay fines, to be inconvenienced and even to
be apprehended and I think that the House should
take some notice of the matter immediately and
not allow it to remain in abeyance as it has been for
some time without even an explanation, although I
do not think that any explanation is necessary. 1t
does not concern any member of this House or the
Government as such.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker————

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member aceepting the amendment of the junior mem-

* ber for the City to his motion?

Dr. CUMMINS: No, Sir, I am replying to the
Junior member for the City. As regards the hon-
ourable member’s motion I am authorized to say
that the Government regrets very much the delay
which prevented these regulations from reaching this
House as soon as possible after they were approved
and sanctioned by the Governor; also that a new set
of regulations is being drafted and will, in all proba-
bility, reach this House at its meeting on Tuesday
next. If the House still desires to take dfurther
action I suppose that jis its privilege to do so, but I
do not think that it would do any good to pursue the
matter any further, especially after we have been
given the assurance that new regulations are being
drafted. The regulations now before this House
were found to be somewhat faulty; they are being
redrafted and as T have said the new regulations
will be introduced into this House at its next meeting.

Mr. SYMMONDS: T want to second the mo-
tion of the junior member for the City because I
feel that a matter of this kind should be aired in this
House. We have another important Bill before us
and in that Aect a Director of Medical Services is
going to be given power to make regulations which
are to come before this House as soon as possible
after they have been made and if in relation to the
health of the people and in relation to the financial
embarrassment of the people by the encroachment of
regulations which are to come before this House as
soon as possible, the phrase as soon as possible is
going to be four months, then it is time that we put
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a stop to this kind of thing and, therefore, I want
most heartily to second the motion of the junior mem-
ber for the City in order to give a warning to those
whom we entrust with arbitrary powers that the
people of this country through their representatives
will not tolerate treatment in this eontemptuous
manner.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before the question is put
I want to make this observation. It ig not strictly
my business but for the last few Tuesdays we have
had the spectacle of the money Resolutions which,
ordinarily, are dealt with in the opening stages of .
these meetings, being delayed until after the lunch-
eon interval and then, on the ground that they are
urgent and must be dealt with immediately to pro-
vide money for certain purposes, members are asked
to give up the time which is theirs under Private
Members’ Business, to deal with those Reso'utions.
I want to remark now that if the Government has
money Resolutions which should be passed
urgently, those members who are in charge of such
Resolutions should proceed with them at an early
stage. Honourable members who have matters to be
dealt with after the luncheon interval are not going
to be prepared to give up the time allotted to them
so that Government Business might be done. Let
the Government’s spokesmen yse the time alloted for
Government Business and not attempt to stampede
the House into getting urgent government measures
through later in the afternoon.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—In reply
to the remarks of the last speaker I believe he is
fully aware of the fact that the two measures which
were mentioned by the Deputy Leader of the House—
Orders Nos. 15 and 16— are not money Resolutions
but are matters corrollary to the Public Health Bill.
Those three Bills—the Public Health Bill, the Bill
to provide for the division and sale and the division
and letting of land in lots, and the Bill to amend
the Poor Relief Act—are related to one another, o
to speak; they are urgent Bills and if we get them
through before the luncheon interval to-day 1 can
assure the honourable member that we shall not
have dealt with matters that are unimportant,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Before the question is put,
Sir, 1 should like to say that 1 was the person who
reminded the Deputy Leader of the House on the
last occasion that Orders Nos. 15 and 16 hinge on
the Public Health Bill. The honourable member did
agree at that time that they should be dealt with as
expeditiously as possible and I have a recollection
that he put them as Nos. 2 and 3 in fixing the Order
Paper for this meeting. In view of the mistake
which has been made in printing the Order Paper,
certain honourable members, including myself, have
not come prepared to deal with those two Orders—
the Bill to provide for the division and sale and
the division and letting of land in lots and the Bill
to amend the Poor Relief Act— to-day- It can be
argued that the greater portions of the former Bill
are reproduced from Sections 51 and 52 of the Public
Health Act but there are certain amendments which
other honourable members and I would like to put
forward and for the reasons which I have given I am
appealing to the senior member for St. Thomas to
postpone the consideration of these two Bills until
the next meeting of the House. If the Public Health
Bill had been passed, we might have stretched the
point and dealt with these two Bills to-day but in
view of what T have said T appeal to the honourable
member not to proceed with them at this mecting. T
take my Order Paper seriously and I saw no hope
of getting ag far ag Orders 15 and 16 under Gov-
ernment Business to-day, so I did not bring with me
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certaln notes which I had prepared in respect of
these two Bills and, therefore, have not come pre-
pared to deal with them at thig meeting. .

Dr. CUMMINS: On a point of explanation.
The two Bills to which the senior member for the
City refers are on the Statute Book now. Order No.
15 is taken directly from the Public Health Act and
Order No. 16 seeks to abolish the Poor Law Board,
vest its authority in the Director of Medical Services
and appoint an Inspector of Poor to see that the
provisions of the Act are carried out.

The question that the figures—60— proposed to
be deleted stand part of the motion is put and re-
solved in the negative, the decision being as follows :—

Ayes: Messrs, Smrra, HusBANDS, Cox, Marp,
TaLMA, BLACKMAN, GALE, Warp, and Dr. CumMMINs
—9.

Noes: Dr. WiLsoN, Messrs. SyMmmonDps, LEWwIS,
Crawrorp, Morriey, Havnes, Dowping, 8. A.
WaLcorT, WILKINSON, and GARNER—I10

The question that the figures and symbol—61
(b)—be ingerted in the blank is next put and re-
golved in the negative, the division being as follows:—

Ayes: Dr. WiLsoN, Messrs. Symmonos, LuEwIs,
DowpINGg, and S. A. Wancorr—>5.

Noes: Dr. Cummins, Messrs, SmitH, HusBaNDSs,
Cox, Marp, TaLMa, BLACKMAN, CRAWFORD, (GARNER,
MorrrEY, HAYNES, GALE, WILKINSON, and WarD—14.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would point out
that both motions having been decided in the nega-
tive, the position is as it was before the honourable
senior member for St. Thomas made his motion.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order
has been postponed, so the next Order is to resume
Committee of Supply to consider the grant of sums
of money for the service of the colony. _

Mr. DepuTy SPEARER leaves the Chair and
the House resumes Committee of Supply, Mr. SyiTH
being in the Chair.

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE FOR MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES

Dr. CUMMINS: The first Resolution, Mr.
Chairman, is for the sum of £1,000 to supplement
the provision in the Estimates of Expenditure for
the year 1948-49 under Head XXIX, Miscella-
neoug Services, item 2, cost of Exchange.

The funds for carrying on the Government’s
business are low and this Resolution seeks to enable
the Government to get some of its own money which
jg in the hands of the Crown Agents until Income
Tax collections are begun. There are certain exchange
expenses in the transferring of money from London
and this sum of money is to meet those expenses.
I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN': I beg to second that.

Mr. WILKINSON : I am surprised that the hou-
ourable introducer of this Resolution has not had any
up-to-date information in this matter. It is correct
that at the time when this Resolution was sent to this
House in August, the Government was somewhat short
of funds in the Treasury but since then the rates of
income tax on Companies have been settled and money
is coming in. The Companies have to pay their tax
on or before the 18th Oectober and portion of that
money has already been received by the Income Tax
Commissioner. The income tax bills in respect of
individuals are nearly eompleted and will soon be
sent out. Honourable members, among others, are
liable to find that they have to pay half of their
income tax on the 8th day of November and there-

fore, Sir, it is absolutely unnecessary that this Res-
olution should be passed. I can assure the senior
member for St. Thomag that I have had the informa-
tion which I have just given him confirmed by the
Heads of the Departments concerned. I spoke with
the: Colonial Treasurer this morning and I have also
spoken with the Income Tax Authorities in the mat-
ter and I would suggest to the honourable member to
withdraw this "Resolution, otherwise I am sure that
it will be rejected. If the honourable member does
not withdraw the Resolution I am going to move
that it be read this day six months. But before I
make that motion, if the honourable member would
consult the Authorities, he would be able to confirm
the information which I have given and, perhaps,
would then withdraw the Resolution.

Dr. CUMMINS: This Resolution was intro-
duced on the 24th August. What the position is
to-day I really do not know but I do not think that
the Income Tax Department has begun to collect any
income tax yet. (Voices: Yes, they have). If that
1s 50, I am not in a position to withdraw the Resolu-
tion but I will postpone it until I get further informa-
tion in the matter. I ask leave, Mr, Chairman, to
postpone the further consideration of this Resolution.

Leave is granted the honourable member and
the further consideration of the Resolution is post-
poned.

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE FOR THE 6USTOMS DEPARTMENT.

Mr. BLACKMAN: The next Resolution ig for
£300 to supplement the provision in the Estimates
of Expenditure for the year 1948-—49 under Head
VI, Customs, Item 11, Temporary Clerical Assistance.

As will be seen from the addendum £1,050 has
been voted under item 7 of this Head for paying
night watchmen of the several spirit bonds about
the island. That amount included £300 for the pro-
vision of temporary clerical assistance but we now
have to vote £300 under item 11, to provide temporary
clerical assistance to be used to allow the proper
conduet of the work at the spirit bonds. If this
Resolution is agreed to, the Government guarantees
that the additional £300 which was voted a short
while ago under item 7 in respect of the night watch-
men will not be used without the prior approval
of the Legislature. I beg to move that this Resolu-
tion do now pass.

Dr. CUMMINS: T beg to second that.

Mr. F. L. Warcorr enters the House and takes
kis seat.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
is put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE TO MEET EMERGENCY EXPENSES.

Dr. CUMMINS: The next Resolution ig for
£7,700 to supplement Resolution No. 17 of the 13th
of April, 1948, to meet expenses in connection with
the present emergency.

I think honourable members are conversant with
Resolutions of this sort which come before this
Committee from time to time in order to carry on
the different controls that are still existing, There
is a balance of £914 from the amount voted up to
the 31st August, 1948, and this sum of £7,700 is
required to carry on the work of the Contrel Boards
until the 31st March, 1949. T beg to move that
this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Before this Resolution is put
to the vote I eertainly would lke to express once
again the hope that the Government is overhauling
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—

this emergency control machinery and retaining only
such of it ag ig absolutely necessary hbecause I do
feel that it is time that a lot of thig control  be
stopped. Let us have effective price control and
Temove some of these controls that one hears on
every hand are a hindrance to people obtaining
goods and obtaining them regularly. \

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before the question is put
I would like the junior member for the City to
explain precisely what he has in mind when he spoke
about removing controls. Price control, he appears
to admit, must remain but I do not know what are
the other controls he wants to be removed.

Mr. LEWIS: I am objecting to some of the
very controls to which the honourable member himself
Is objecting. If he reads his own newspaper, he will
ste them there.

Mr. CRAWIFORD: The controls to which I ob-
Ject are certainly not what we pay for with this
money Resolution, The import controls which are
imposed by the Colonial Office are certainly not
maintained by money we vote from the Public
Treasury.

Mr. LEWIS: Will the honourable member
explain what he means? If the directions from
the Colonial Office are not carried out by the Control
Board, by whom are they carried out?

Mr. CRAWFORD: I take it that the honour-
ab'e member said that I object to controls.

_ Mr. LEWIS: T did not say that the honour-
able member objects to controls.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 am referring to the en-
tire control policy of the Government and T say that
we do not finance from our Treasury controlg that
are imposed by the Colonial Office.

Mr. LEWIS: The Control Board, as I under-
stand it, has been in existence for some time now
and is kept in existence at the expressed wish of the
Colonial Office or the Authorities in England ; that
is what the honourable member must understand.
If the British Authorities removed their controls
we could abolish our Control Departments here;
therefore, the money we pay from the Treasury is
paid because the British Authorities ask ug to keep
these controls on and they are preventing us from
getting some of the things we need; therefore, the
regulations to which I object are the same ones to
which the honourable member himself objects.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The Control Boord here is
concerned mainly with two things — controlling
prices and allocating imports. That is an entirely
different matter altogether from the over-all ques-
tion of import restrictions,—an entirely different
matter, )

Tho question that this Resolution do mow pass
is put and resolved in the affirmative without divis-
ion.

Tarma, the Chairman reports the passing of two
Resolutions and the postponement of one in Com-
mittee of Supply and asks leave to sit again.

The House resumes.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order is
to move the House into Committee of Supply to con-
sider the grant of sums of money for the service of
the colony.

On the motion of Dr. CumMINs, seconded by Mr.
Tauma, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER leaves the Chair and
the House goes into Commiittee of Supply, Mr. Smrra
being the Chair,

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE FOR THE WATERWORKS
DEPARTMENT

Mr. BLACKMAN: This Resolution, Mr. Chair-
man, is for the sum of £14,600 to supplement the
provision in the Estimates of Expenditure for the
year 1948--49 und<r Head XL, Waterworks, to meet
‘the cost of augmenting the public water supply.

According to the addendum, since the 7th May
last we have been using water from a well at Car.
nington’s Factory and that water has been pumped
into the public mains at the rate of 5% million gal-
long g month. We have to pay the cost of operating
the pump and for the water at the rate of 6d. per
1,000 gallons. These two services will absorb
£9,04C of this amount and the remaining £5560 wi'l
be used for digging an emergency well and erecting
a pump at the Belle Pumping Station and installing
a 9” main to Howell’s Cross Road. Two of thege are
emergency measures and the Government considers
that a special resolution ghould be passed immediate-
ly for these purposes. I beg to move that this Reso-
lution do now pass,

Dr. CUMMINS: T beg to second that,

Mr. WARD: I am not opposing this Resolu-
tion but I should like to point out that in spite of
the fact that we have beep pumping water from
Carrington’s F actory, it is very difficult at certain
times of the day to obtain water in certain distriets
of the parish of St. Lucy and I am going to ask the
Government to make its best effort to ensure that the
people of those districts get 5 Jittle more water. Now
that the rainy season has come in T do not think there
should be any difficulty in that respect.

Mr. COX: Sir,—There is only ome thing I
regret to see in connection with this Reésolution and
that is that the Government has to pay for this water,
I ifeel that water is such a necessitous item that all
those who happen to have a supply beneath  their
lands should be glad to allow the Government—even
for their own benefit—to bring it to the surface free
of cost. It can be seen from the addendum that the
Government, is paying the cost of the operations and,
In addition, is supposed to be paying for the water
at the rate 6d per 1,000 gallons. No one hag placed
this water under the earth; it has been placed there
by God—we do not have to p'ant it—and realizing
that we all need water T would have thought that
persons who happen to be fortunate enough to have
water beneath their lands would tell the Govern-
meént ‘““Water is here; you can pay the expenses for
bringing it to the surface of the earth,” and that
would be all. Tt is regrettable, to use no. stronger
word, that the people of this island should
have to pay some wealthy planter for a necessity such

{ @ water which is being pumped from his lang.
On the motion of Dr. CummiNs, seconded by Mr. |

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: The remarks of the hon-
ourable member who has just sat down show his

| ignorance in matters of this sort. If he had made
| enquiry he wou'd have found out what this 6d per,

1,000 gallons is charged for. The Government has
no pumping apparatus at Carrington’s Factory—if
I am wrong the honourable introducer of the Reso-
lution can correct me—and the 64 per 1,000 gallons
is charged for the use of the boiler and the pump.
I am surprised that the honourable introducer of
the Resolution did not get up and correct the false
impression that the senior member for St. Michael
would have given in this matter.,

* Mr. COX: The senior member for St. James
is new to these matters and does not understand one
word about what s happening. He gets up on his
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legs and speaks very giibly about things without
taking the trouble to give them a serious thought.
What does the addendum to this Resolution say?
It says#+— ‘At the beginning of May arrangements
were made for the supply of water from a well at
Carrington’s Factory, and since May 7th over 5%
million gallons a month have been pumped into the
public mains. The Waterworks Department are re-
sponsible for the cost of operating the pumping
plant and, in addition, pay the factory 6d per 1,00V
gallons.”” That is what the addendum says. ‘What
are we to understand from the statement that ‘‘the
Waterworks Department are responsijble for the cost
of operating the pumping plant and in addition pay
the factory 6d per 1,000 gallons’’? Does that not
mean that the Government is paying for every drop
of water that is pumped, in addition to the cost of
operating the plant? ’

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: The honourable member
does not understand the position. The Government
is paying for labour and fuel and this charge of 6d.
per 1,000 gallons by the factory is to cover the wear
and tear of the boiler and the pump which are sup-
plied by the factory.

Mr. COX: Where does the question of wear and
tear come in? The addendum states that the Water-
works Department are responsible for the cost of
operating the pumping plant and, in addition, pay the
factory 6d. per 1,000 gallons. 'What is the honourable
member telling me about wear and tear?

" Mr. WARD: I am sorry to see that the honour-
able member who has just sat down has not the
slightest idea about what he is talking. There must
be something to operate and the pump as well as the
‘boiler which are being operated are the property of
Carrington’s Factory. Before certain honourable
members get up in this House to eriticize other hon-
ourable members, they should first make themselves
acquainted with the subject matter in connection with
which they offer their ecriticisms. The addendum
states very clearly—I presume the honourable senior
member for St. Michael can read, though I eannot
presume that he can understand—that the expenses
have been charged to the Waterworks under item 13.
Pumping Expenses. Those expenses are for labour
and fuel and the 6d. per 1,000 gallons is charged for
the running of the machinery—the boiler and the
pump. The Factory has not charged for the rent of
the boiler and the pump; the 6d. per 1,000 gallons
covers the wear and tear of the machinery and the
konourable member offers his criticism without even
thinking of what he is saying.

The question that this Resolution do now pass is
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

ACQUIRING LAND AND CONSTRUCTING ROAD TO LEAD TO
THE BELLE PUMPING STATION.

Mr. BLACKMAN: The next Resolution is for
£7,000 (to be subsequently refunded from loan funds)
and placed at the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee to meet the cost (a) of acquiring land
for a road to connect the Belle Pumping Station with
My Tiord’s Hill and for stores buildings, and quarters
for engineers and resident staff; and (b) of con-
structing the road.

According to the addendum, the Government in-
tends, on the recommendation of Mr. Roddam, to
remove the Waterworks Department from its present
quarters and erect quarters for it at the Belle Pump-
ing Station. This Resolution is to provide the funds
for the purchase of land for the buildings and also for
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the construetion of a direct road from My Lord’s Hill.
1 beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—This is the
second time that the (Government has come to this
House for money to buy land at the Belle Pumping
Station for the erection of a building and now this
includes land for the construction of a road. Well,
Sir, I do . fee] that in a matter of this sort, the
addendum should, of necessity, inform honourable
members what priece is being paid for this land and
the area of the land that is being bought. The next
thing, Sir, is this: There has quite recently been laid
on the table of thiz House an interim report on the
Fiscal Survey of Barbados by Professor Beasley and
we have been told in that report that capital expendi-
ture should be stated in such a way that we can see
what we are going to spend on works of a capital
nature during the course of a finaaecial year and 1
find it strange that towards the end of this session—
and with the Report which I refer to having been
recently laid on the table of the House—we should
have a Resolution of this nature coming from the
Government. Undoubtedly this is something to do
with water and the Government can always come
and ask for any sum of money to supply the people
with water and get it. But if this money is for the
purchase of land on which te build buildings and
for the comstruction of a road, in my opinion it
should be left over and dealt with at the proper
time and find its proper place in the Estimates of
the coming financial year; that is the way I feel
about this matter. Honourable members should at
least be given information as to the price which
is being paid for the land. On the previous occasion,
the Government refused to state the price which
it was paying for the land and the House had to
delete the item from the Estimates. It is not good
enough for the price to be arranged for this land
and not made public when it is borne in mind that
this House has taken steps to control the price at
which people should sell lamd. The Government
should not be buying land without disclosing the
price it is paying for that land; it is an extremely
wrong procedure. :

Mr. GALE: I think that the information in
this addendum is faulty. Here we are asked to
vote money to meet the cost of land and  stores
buildings and quarters for engineers and resident
staff and for constructing a road and while nobody
wants in any way to hold up any scheme
which has for its object the improvement of
the Waterworks in this island, yet I think that
there should be stated in this addendum the estim-
ated cost of the land and the buildings which the
Government intends to construct. I do not know if
the honourable introducer of the Resolution has
that information but if he has it T would be pleased
if he would give it because I would be loath to hold
up this Resolution and keep back the improvement of
the water supply in this island.

Mr. HAYNES: I agree with the junior member
for St. Michael that this addendum is faulty. I too
would like some information as to the estimated
cost of this land and the buildings which are to be
erected but that is one side of this matter. I am
hoping that honourable members realize what this
Resolution means. It meansg the removal of the
Waterworks offices from the City of Bridgetown
to a distance of four miles at the Belle and that, Sir.
will be a great inconvenience to the consumersg of
water who will have to travel that distance

t
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from the City to pay the water rates and other
monies due to the Department. In passing this
Resolution we should draw that phase of the mat-
ter to the attention of the Government, so that it
can make some arrangement for the payment of
water rates in the City of Bridgetown otherwise a
hardship will be created and consumers of water
will be placed at great inconvenience if they have
to travel to the Belle to pay their water rates.

Mr. MAPP: I understand that eertain infor-
mation which has been asked for by honourable
members wi]l be given but apropos to what
the honourable member who has just sat down re-
ferred, I really cannot conceive that the Government
could be so totally indifferent to the inconvenience
which will result from members of ithe public hav-
ing to travel a distance of four miles from the City
‘to the Belle to pay bills and I expect that some
statement will be forthecoming from the honourable
member in charge of this Resolution on that point
because most of the consumers who pay water rates
will have to walk to the Belle and that is the un-
fortunate part of this phase of the matter. As
far as the Resolution ig concerned I notice that it is
another piecemeal attempt at solving matters in con-
nection with the Waterworks and that is the only
thing about it I do not like. For instance, part of
this money is to be used in building quarters to house
engineers and resident staff, Well, T am assuming

that thig staff and these engineers will be appointed

atl an early date because this Department is notorious
for having vacancies on its staff and the Government
is notorious for not finding suitable persons to fill
vacancies on the staff of this Department. For the
longest time, the Government has not been able to
fill the office of Superintendent when I happen to
know that one of the Imspectors has been performing
the dutieg of that office. I hope that this is not a
case of providing the quarters for the resident staff
and not providing the staff because this Department,
as I have said, is notorious for doing a thing of that
sort. The staff is really needed. As T have said, one
of the Inspectors has been acting as Superintendent
for a long time; he has even acted as manager of this
Department and his adviece has been ignored. If his
advice had been accepted, we would not be in this
position to-day, as far as this Department is con-
cerned, and, in spite of that, this Inspector is not
considered a suitable person to fill the office of Super-
intendent. In my opinion, attempts should not be
made to carry out the suggestions of Mr. Roddam in
this piecemeal manner ; they should be dealt with in a
comprehensive way and all matters concerning the
Department should be put on a proper basis.

Mr. MOTTLEY : Surely the junior member for
St. John cannot expeet us to pass this Resolution
withont further information. It may be argued
that the Government sent invitations to honourable
members to meet on the spot and see what is to be
done but the Government seems not to appreciate
that all the members of this House are not men of
leisure, and in view of that invitation, it may also be
argued that that is the reason why no further in-
formation has been supplied in the addendum to
this Resolution. The addendum states that the Rod-
dam report recommends that the headquarters of
the Waterworks Department shall be at the Belle
and to that the Government has agreed. But, accord-
ing to the junior member for St. Thomas, is the
Government dealing with the Roddam report in
a piecemeal manner? If it ig dealing with the report
in a ‘piecemeal manner, can the Government now tell
us the estimated cost of these buildings and the land?

We do no: pass Resoiuiions which make changes of
thig naturs 1 thig manner. Nobody wants to delay
the expediting of matters in connection with the
Wiaterworks but I am sure that if the information
which hag been asked for ig not forthecoming honour-
able members will appreciate that the postpone-
ment of the further consideration of this Resolution
is necessary. It has been rumoured all around that
the proposal iz to remove the Waterworks offices to
the Belle. Liet honourable members know if that is
true. 'If there ig no truth in the rumour then that
is a different matter. If the Government is not
thinking of the convenience or inconvenience of the
people, let us know. The Government cannot expect us
to pass this Resolution without further information,
even though honourable members received a commu-
nication a day or two before to meet at the Belle,
purely at the convenience of certain officials of the
Government.. Honourable memberg of this House
must be treated with that respect which is due to
them. It was stated in the Press two weeks before
that honourable members would be invited to the
Belle to see what is about to be done but a day or two
before the date on which the meeting is to take
place, honourable members received a notice asking
them to come to the Belle. In other words, the idea
seems to be that the information has been given
whether honourable members attended or not at the
Belle and that being so, they must pass this Resolu-
tion. I am counselling honourable members not to
pass this Resolution without further information. 1
read in the newspapers that two honourable mem-
bers of this House were among those present at the
Belle on the specified oceasion but the views of those
two honourable members do not necessarily repre-
sent the views of the majority of this House. I am
not suggesting that the House should reject this
Resolution but I am sure that the honourable intro-
ducer of it will appreciate the necessity for giving
informdtion as fully as possible before we pass a
Resolution such as this which hag for its object the
making of such important changes. 'We must con-
sider the convenience of the people in dealing with
a matter of this sort. Even if an arrangement is
made for the continuance of the payment of bills
due to the Department in the City what about
the convenience of other people such as plum-
bers who do business with the Waterworks De-
partment? T am definitely in favour of the improve-
ments which are apparent and necessary but I could
not possibly agree to the removal of the waterworks
offices to the Belle on this seant information. T would
like to say this: There are a few officials in this
island who believe that they are running this country

-and as I have not got to pander to them I will speak

out. I am not asking them any favours. I even
notice now that some of these officials are actually
awarding contracts and I go further and say that
I know that the Government knows nothing about
what some of them are doing. But I am watching
carefully some of the things that go on. Some of
them come out here as experts and know-alls but I
am watching their actions. T know my Barbados.
They cannot just tell us ‘““We want £7,000 to erect
these buildings and construct a road” without giving
us all the information. They seem to think that the
mere fact that we were invited to the Belle is suffi-
cient and that they need not give us any further
information in the addendum. Well that might be
enough for some honourable members but it is not
enough for me. T counsel honourable members to
insist on getting all the information when money is
to be spent in this way and I suggest that we post-
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pone the further conside¢ration of this Resolution
until we get the information which has been asked
for.

Mr. WARD: 1 totally agree with the honour-
able member who has just sat down. I feel that we
should be given information in this addendum stating
the area of land that is going to be bought, the price
of the land and the estimated cost of the buildings.
The addendum states that the Roddam report recom-
mends that the headquarters of the ° Waterworks
Department, shall be at the Belle and that the Gov-
ernment has accepted the recommendation. I could
not be fooled that this £7,000 includeg the cost of
any buildings at all. This £7,000 is only to buy the
land and eonstruct the road and I feel that if we do
not get further information, although we may be
holding up the Waterworks programme, we should
postpone the further consideration of this Resolution.
Personally I am going to vote against it unless the
honourable member in charge of it gives the figures,

It has been the custom in the past to state in the
addendum of a Resolution of this sort the estimated
cost of the buildings to be erected. It saves a great
deal of time if honourable members are informed
that ten acres, let ws say, of land are to be bought
at so much per acre and a road one mile long is to be
constructed at an estimated cost of so much. If
that information ig givem in the addendum honour-
able members wou'd not have to get erroneous ideas
in their heads. I mayself have heard that it is pro-
posed to remove the Waterworks Department to the
Belle but I do not feel that that proposal is embodied
in this Resolution and, therefore, I would not go as
far as other honourable members have gone. In my
opinion, this £7,000 is for the purpose of buying only
the land and constructing the road but we should be
told how much land is being bought and what it is
going to cost. If that information is not forth-
coming I would advise the honourable introducer
of thig Resolution to postpone it, otherwise I shall
vote against it.

Mr. LEWIS: I would like to state for the
benefit of the honourable member who has just spoken
that he has not read the Resolution properly. We
know that he can read it but he has misunderstood
it. The Resolution says very distinetly that this
money is to meet the cost (a) of acquiring land for
a road to connect the Belle Pumping Station with
My Lord’s Hill and for stores buildings and quarters
for engineers and resident staff and (b) of construet-
ing the road. How does the honourable member
interpret (a)? And the addendum to the Resolution
gtates that the Roddam report recommends that the
headquarters of the Waterworks Department should
be transferred to the Belle. , Now, Mr. Chairman, I
would like to say that the invitation to honourable
members to attend at the Belle should be made a
document of the House. Reference has been made to
it; it is dated 24th September, 1948, and this is
how it reads:—

‘“Sir,—Resolutions for expenditure on aug-
menting the public water supply, on the ac-
quisition of land and construection of a road to
connect the Belle Pumping Station with My
Lord’s Hill, and on the erection of stores build-
ings and quarters for engineers and resident
staff of the new Waterworks Department.”’—
that is what I was invited to see and T was fold
that thig Resolution was coming for that—*‘will
be introduced into the Legislature on Tuesday
next, 28th September. In order that members
of the Legislature, the Executive Committee and
the Press may be fully acquainted ith the pro-
posals, a visit to the Belle Pumping Station has

been arranged for Wednesday next, the 29th

September, at 5 p.m., when the projects will be

explained on the spot. Your presence will be

much appreciated.’’

So the senior member for St. Lucy had better be
careful that he is not being misled into moving the
‘Waterworks Department up there and that he is not
doing what the invitation says. It seems to me that
the Roddam report should be dealt with as compre-
hensively as possible. You have already imple-
menied considerable portions of it by ordering
machinery to the value of £112,000 and to-day you
passed a Resolution for £14,600 to meet the cost of
augmenting the public water supply and in my
opinion that should enable the Government to go
ahead and get a proper supply of water for the peo-
ple. This Resolution is an attempt to move the
Waterworks Department to the Belle and the friends
of the people who are to come out here and take
these posts have to be provided with quarters.
Apropos of what my colleague has said about the
invitalion I went to the person who sent me this
invitation to let him know that I have no meang of
conveyance and he laughed at that; so I could see
that he did not want me because I expected that if
I had no means to get me to the spot, at least he
could have offered to {ake me there. However, he
didn’t want me %0 be up there, so there is something
in what my colleague has said- I repeat that we
should be told the area of land which is to be
bought, the price that is to be paid for it and the
sizes and the estimated cost of the buildings that are
to be erected. Let us know the comprehensive ar-
rangements that are being made, in the same way as
we are now being told how to re-organize the Budget.
I have heard that it takes two years to get this
machinery for the Waterworks and I feel that in
connection with a Resolution of this nature for capi-
tal expenditure, a Resolution which will result in ineon-
venience to the public and the staff which is at present
doing the work, the persons who represent the peo-
ple of the colony are entitled to more information
than that which has been given. I sincerely hope
that it iy forthcoming, otherwise I am going to move
the postponement of the further consideration of this
Resolution to give the introducer of it the opportun-
ity to get the information and give it to the House.

Mr. WARD: I am asking the honourable mem-
ber who has just sat down mnot to be led into the
belief that this £7,000 includes the cost of the
buildings. If he would read the latter part of the
addendum he would see that it says that this Res-
olution is to provide funds for the purchase of land
for the buildings necessary and also for the con-
struction of a direet road from My Lord’s Hill. I
would not like the honourable member to be fooled
that this money is to help build buildings. What we
are insisting on is the information as regards how
much land the Govermment is buying and what
priee it is paying for that land.

Mr. GARNER: The senior member for St.
Lucy has said the same thing I was going to say.
This is a block vote and we have been given no details
at all about it. The addendum does not state how
much land is going to be acquired, how much per
square foot is going to be paid for it, nor does it state
the sizes nor the estimated cost of the buildings that
are going to be erected on the site. T do not think
we can vote for this Resolution to-day and I do
think that the Minister in charge of it would be well
advised to postpone it, otherwise I am going to vote
against it. It is.not a question of not getting water
as urgently as we can but we want to know how this
money 1s going to ‘be spent. We do not know what is

ol
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#~ to be done with this money. They have only given

us a vague idea of wliat they iniend to do and as
soon ag we vote this first instalment and we are
committed to this proposal, nobody knows how
many other Resolutions will be sent to us to com-
plete the carrying out of this scheme. We cannot
vote. money like this. They are in duty bound to

- give us the details before they can expect us to vote

for this Resolution.

Mr. BLACKMAN: 1 would like to reply first
of all to the criticism of the junior member for St.
Thomas. He feels that it is a very wrong thing w0
keep a man acting for three years in the position of
Superintendent and not appointing him to the post.
I agree with him. If a man who is not the Superin-
tendent could be appointed to act as Manager of ‘he
Waterworks Department I find it difficult to un-
derstand why another man who is not the Superin-
tendent but has acted in the post of Superintendent
cannot be appointed to the post. As far as this
£7.000 is concerned the purpose is perfectly ex-
plamed in the Resolution. It says that this money
is for the purpose of acquiring land for a road to
conneet the Belle Pumping Station with My Lord’s
Hill, for stores buildings and gquarters for engineers
and resident staff. It is also stated in the addendum
that the Government proposes to remove the Water-
orks Depar.ment to the Belle. Everybody knows
what the headquarters of the Waterworks Depart-
ment look like now and, therefore, it is very easy to
form in our minds what the headquarters would look
like when they are up at the Belle. (Voices: Oh, no;
Shame). I do mot care whether anybody cries
‘‘Shame” or anything else. I am saying that every-
body can imagine what the Walerworks headquar-
t:rs in Coleridge Street would look like when they
are removed to the Belle. We have already passed a
Resolution for £5,560 for installing an emergency
well and pump at the Belle and a 9in. main to
Howell’s Cross Road to take the water to the regular
mains and I take it that this £7,000 is for the con-
struction of the headquarters and the buildings that
T have mentioned (Voices: No). As regards the pay-
ment of bil's to the Waterworks Department, those will
be paid at the Treasury. Anybody who pays now has
to come to town and pay in Coleridge Street and in-
stead of paying in Coleridge Street in future they will
pay at the Treasury and the distance to the Treasury
is not much farther. When we visited the Belle Pump-
ing Station we were shown exactly what is to be
done. An acre of arable land will be bought at the

‘current market value of land mear the wells so as

to prevent the water from being polluted and the

‘pasture land will be used for the purpose of erect-

ing the buildings and constructing the road.

Mr. WILKINSON : I am not going to make a
long speech. T just want to ask the honourable mem-
ber in charge of this Resolution if he is serious when
he says that this £7,000 is for the construction of the:
headquarters of the Waterworks Department  at:
the Belle. Surely the honourable member must

“have some knowledge of the cost of these buildings

and the land. Is he really senious when he says
that this £7,000 is going to cover the cost of construet-,
ing the headquartem at the Belle?

Mr. MOTTLEY: I will say quite frankly that

"1 believe the honourable introducer of this Resolution’

has made a mistake. I am even going to make the
excuse  for him that he has made a mistake because

-1 appreciate the. gosﬂslon in which he ig placed. - But
.what I rose to ob;;ect to is his remark that the inform-

ation which was given on the spot is all the informa-
Let the ‘people who

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE OF

that is all the information the honourable member
can give us, then out this Resolution must go. They
do not telt us how much the buildings are going to
cost; they do not tell us how much the land is going
to cost. Anybody might be able to fool the Govern-
n.ent but do not let the Government think that we
‘n thus House are a bunch of ignoramuses. When the
honourable member said that this £7,000 is to build
‘the headquarters at the Belle, he made a lapse; he
does mnot mean that. This £7,000 could not
buy land and pay for the érection of houses and
headquarters and the construction of a road at the
Belle. And to say, above all things, that honourable
members should know what the headquarters would
look like when they are removed to the Belle is
beside the question! That -certainly - is not the
attitude to adopt towards honourable mcmbers of
this House. That may be the attitude of a few
officials who try to bully other people and wkho
think that people like the junior member for St.
John have no right to be in the Government. That
is what the majority of them thinks. No honourable
member of this House who is worth his salt in any
Government could expect to come down here and
bring such information like that, name'y, that we
should know what the headquarters would look like
when they are removed to the Belle. Do they think
we are children? Absolute nonsense!

Dr. CUMMINS: I am going to ask leave to
postpone the further consideration of this Resolution,
If I were not a member of the Government I would
feel the same way about this matter as certain
honourable members feel and I ask leave to postpone
this Resolution. I beg to move, Mr. Chairman, that
you report progress and ask leave to sit again.

At this stage, 2 pm., Mr. Depury SpmaxEer
resumes the Chair and adjourns the House until
2.45 p.m. in accordance with Rule 40 (a).

REPLIES LAID.

On re-assembling,

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I beg
to lay on the table of the House the replies to ques-
tions No. 67 standing in the name of Your Honour;
and the replies to questions No. 81 also standing in the
name of Your Honour.

Mr. TALMA : I beg to lay the replies to ques-
tions No. 33 also standing in the name of Your Hon-
our. .

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61(A)

Dr. CUMMINS : I ask leave to move for the
suspension of Rule 61(a) in order to proceed with
Government Business.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber was granted leave to make the motion,

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to move that Rule 61(a)
be now suspended.

Mr. TALMA seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER On the adjournment
for lunch the House was in Committee of Supply.

SUPPLY

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAXER left the Chair and the
House resumed Committee of Supply, Mr. SmrrH
being in the Chair.

RESOLUTION 7e¢ ACQUISITION OF [LAND AND QUARTERS
AT THE BELLE POSTPONED.

Mr. CHAIRMAN : When the House adjourned
for lunch we were in Committee of Supply consider-
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ing a Resolution for £7,000 (to be subsequently re-
funded from loan funds) to meet the cost of—(a)
acquiring land for a road to connect the Belle Pump-
ing Station with My Lord’s Hill and for stores build-
ing and quarters for engineers and resident staff; and
(b) constructing the road. The honourable senior
member for St. Thomas was speaking.

Dr. CUMMINS: I had asked leav: to postpone
this Resolution in order to get further information
for honourab'e members,

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber was granted leave to postpone the Resolution.

GRATUITY TO MARTHA BISHOP.

Dr. CUMMINS : The next Resolution with which
'T will deal, Mr. Chairman, is one for £26. 15. 11 as a
gratuity to Martha Bishop in consideration of her 7
years’ service at the Mental Hospital Farm. She has
now reached the age of 68 years and the Government
has decided with thé permission and approval of the

House, to pay her a gratuity of this amount. I beg

to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN : I beg to second that.

Mr. DOWDING : Although this does not con-
cern this Resolution, I would like to say that there
are at the moment some 16 people who are waiting
for gratuities and who are in need of them. I am ask-
ing that these gratuities be dealt with at an early
opportunity so that the people may get them.

Mr. MOTTLEY : Lest the honourable member
sing a solo, I can say that that is correct. I am sup-
porting this Resolution and I would be grateful to
the Government if they would deal with the people
who were employed at the Central Road Board and
then at the Highways Department and who were
compelled to retire when the new Pension Scheme came
into operation. Some of these people are at present
receiving parochial aid. In the interval these people
are suffering very much and I am sure that if the
Government were made aware of that, they would get
to business in respect of these gratuities high up on
the agenda of the Executive so that these people can
benefit from whatever reward the Government intend
to give them. Quite recently I had to appeal to the
Colonial Secretary on behalf of these people; I hope
that the Government will send down the enabling
Resolution as soon as possible. ‘ .

- Mr. SYMMONDS : I want to support the re-
marks of the last twb honouirable members who have
spoken. I have met with these very hard cases and
I hope that in the near future the Government will
send down the sgary Reselution so as to bring
much-needed relief to these people.

. The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

RESOLUTION r¢ CAPITAL AND RECURBENT EXPENDITURE
IN RESPECT OF DODDS PLANTATION POSTPONED.

Dr.. CUMMINS : The next Resolution, Mr.
Chairman, is ons to place the sum of £8,750 at the dis-
posal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to
theet c¢hpital and reécurrent exXpenses in respect of
Dodds Plantation until the 3Yst 6f March, 1949,

The position is this : As honourable members will
rémember, Dodds Plantation was separated from the
Reformatory ; that is to say, the plantation is rnn sep-

arate hnd’ Jistinet fi’om the Institution. Tt is Tun by
a Manager and Attorney and Overseer. That was
decided upon by the Governor-in-Execttive Coimit-

tee and the funds which were voted in the Hstimates

for Dodds Plantation until the 31st of March, 1949,

continued to He spent oh the farm. The time has come:
when ~E‘E"mmoney, has more or less been exhausted and
Hipre money is nebded bo run the Planthtion. It is
%854 fhat the Plantatiod hits deterioratéd very much,

and consequently, more money had to be spent in the "’

preparation for the coming erops. In addition to that,
it is proposed to build a house for the Manager who
will continue to manage Dodds and Seawell Planta-
tions, and to provide him w.th an Overseer and to pro-
vide farm buildings and riding horses. The estimated
additional recurrent expenditure to the 31st of March,
1949, is £3,600, and it js estimated that this expendi-
ture will be more than offset by inereased income
from the Plantation. As-I have said, the Manager
will continue to manage Dodds and. Seawell Planta-
tions; he is at present living in the house at Seawell
but as it is proposed to build a Borstal Institution for
boys, it is proposed to use the house oeccupied by the
Manager for the Staff of the Borstal and buijld a new
house at Dodds for the Manager. Dodds being the
bigger place, it is thought that it would be in the best
interests of the Plantation for the Manager to live
there and pay visits to Seawell. He will have an
Overseer at Seawell. T beg to move that this Resolu-
tion do now pass.
Mr. BLACKMAN : I beg to second that.

Mr. DOWDING : This Resolution asks for a total
sum of £8,750 and £3,600 of it is needed for estimated
additional recurrent. expenditure. 1 can understand
that part of it, but I would like some more informa-
tion as regards the other part. As far as I know, we
have not approved of the new scheme whereby it is
proposed to build a type of Borstal Institution at

Seawell and do away with the present Manager’s
house. Therefore 1 am wondering if this money

should be voted before that scheme is definitely ap-
proved; otherwise we will grant this money and in
the meantime construction will be started on the new
building at Dodds and nothing might ever be done
with the building at Seawell. Why should we be ask-

ed to grant this £5,150 towards a scheme which, so .

far, has not been approved by this House? I would
like to hear something about that. No one knows what
will be the outcome of these proposals; we hear that
a definite part of the proposils is to build a Manager’s
house at Dodds and perhaps leave Seawell as it is. Sea-
well might remain as it is for ever. 1 can assure you
that everybody is not completely satisfied with the
proposed scheme,

Mr. BAYNES : I, too, am very much eoncerned
along the same line as the hon. member who has just
sat down. I will go even further. I understand that
under this new scheme Summervale is to be.scrapped.
(Dr. CUMMINS : That is not correct).. I am told
that they are building new quarters for the girls and
therefore that building will be vacant. In that.case
I am not at all satisfied with putting this Borstal In-
stitution at Seawell and having . to spend a lot of
money in building a place for the boys when we have
Summervale, a very good. building with land sur-
rounding it, which conld also ‘be. used for a. Borstal
Institution. I am more in favour of supporting that
line of argument than T amn as regards Seawell being
used for this Institution in which case it would seem
that we are throwing away the money which we vote

to-day for building the Manager’s house at Dodds.

The hon. member who has just sat down says that we
should have these matters very carefully before us
and in support of that I beg to move that this Resolu-
tion be reduced by £5150.

Mr. WILKINSON : I am ineclined to agrée with

_the hon. member who has just sat down. . There is a

very good house at Seawell; if we allow the Manager
to carry on until the mext crop and thén decide
to build put the Institution for the boys &t Stawell,
nothing ‘x;ill gi‘ lost by using the Manager’s house at
Dodds. The Mariager’s house at Seawell seends to Be
in very good order as far as I can see. We ‘sre aniti-
tipating things ‘a bit; this is phrt of a schems which
has ot yet Been approved by this House s has been
pointed out by the hon. senfor member for St. George
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and I beg to second. the motion for the reduction of
this Resolution by £5,150.

Dr. CUMMINS : It.is quite true that the Legis-
lature has not approved of the building of the Borstal
Institution at Seawell. The hon. senior member, for

8t. Andrew says that Summervale is to be scrapped’

but that is not correct. Summervale will be improved
and exlarged so.as t0.make provision for two classes
of girls. It is felf, and quite rightly so, that the small
girls should not mix with the big ones; they will be

_kept apart as much as possible and consequently they
will need more room at Summervale. . As far as the.

Borstal Iustitulion is concerned, it was thought at
one time that that Institution should be put at Sum-

mervale and that another place should be found for
Summervale. That matter was gone into by Mr. Hal-

crowe who féels, and there is evidence to prove it, that
the site ] 'rjogoséd to be used at Seawell for the Borstal
Institution lies In an‘ares where they can get safficient
water to edrry on the stock farm. The wells at Sum-
meryale have beéen triéd and they cannot get sufficient
water. Mr. Halerowe has given his expert opinion
that you cannot very well run a stock farm at Sum-
mervalé bedause there is a lack of water. There is an
abundant water supply at Seawell ag was envisaged
by Dr. Senn’s Report. If hon. members do not feel

* like committing themselves to the scheme, that is a

matter for them to decide; but before this reduction
is made 1 want to point out, and hon. members will
appreciate, that 4 part of this money is needed for
erecting farm byildings at Dodds. In my opening re-
marks I said that this Resolution is to build a house
at Dodds Plaptation for the Manager of Dodds and
Seawsll Plantations, to.provide quarters for the Over-
seer of Dodds Plantation and to provide additional
farm buildings and riding horses. I have given all
the information , which 1{ have in this file and T leave
the matter {6 hon, members. . ,
Mr. 'W'ATIC% Lt 'vV()iI];]sd advise the hon. member
in charge of this Resolution to postpone it. As T said
not lotig'ago, I feel thit thesé Kesolutions should come
down to us with detailed information setting out what
amount of Money is to be spent on each item. The
hon. member in charge of the Resolution has told us
about stoek farms. If it is proposed to create stock
farms under this Resolution we are bound to vote
against ‘that under the present cirvuwmstanees. 1 feel
that the correct thing for us to do is to postpone this
Reotution and get more detailed informatien . about
it. I agree with the hon. senior miember for 54. An-
dfew ‘who moved the reduction »f the Resolution; I
feel that we are puiting the eart before the horse. We
should first have agreed with the scheme in respect
of putting the Borstal Institution at Seawell- and
then they cotuld coine to this House and say:
““We will have to build the Manager’s house at
Dodds.”> Bat. ae scheme has beep brought hefore
the House and this is only a way of tricking us into a
scheme. As lo% as I hﬁﬁe the. privilege ;fh beinlgka
House I will not agree to anything like
ouse sheuld have beﬁ given full pﬁrticu-
| before -we can agree
to anythi e this, . We bhave to look for the
Toney, to be spent and we must know how to spend
it. I do not want to be rash against the Government,

but T é?’igél %i?bﬁ}lle _co;'rect‘ithing, ¢ be done is 1p post-
e g

that, T

pone this tion and let.us have proper detailed
information. o ,

“Wr. DOWDING : Tt is regrettable for anyone—
expert or no expert—to think that this House consists

" of 94 sleepitig metibers. Tn the Resohition which we

had before us earlier to-day there was ‘an insult to

thie inftelbence 'of this House and we dhould be care-
ful as to what is happening. Here we have a Resolu-
tion invelving a scheme which this House has not ap-
proved and we are told that because Mr. Halcrowe
‘has s#id so:and 5o we mrust do so and so! Mr. Hal-
srowe bt nobody elsc-ean say what we in this Howuse
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shopld do. It ds time.that imsults of this mna ure
ceage coning te this House.. . ,

. Dr. CUMMINS - T guite r¢alise how hon. mem-
bers feel about thiz Resolation. T am not opposing
the reduction of the votes I just want to sey that the
mohey for the rectrrent expenditure in respect of
Dodds Plantation is virgently needed. This meney. is

‘needed to carry on the working of the Plantation and

to postpone this Resolution now wonld reflact in the

running of the Plantation.

. Mr. TALMA : I rise to make this ‘obgervation .

%he,_ method of sending down Resolutions to this

otse has not originated with this Labour Govern-

ment ; this is something which tifs been handed down

fo us, I may say that this Resolution gives more in-
formation than what has been given $n Resotutions
in the past. This is a bad practice which has Been
adopted in framing Resolutions in the past. We do
not frame Resolutions; we merely bring them here

and get them passed. We have no hand in the Yerum--

“ing of these Resolutions and we have no hand in the

‘expenditure of the Money. This is how these Reselu-
tions have slways been framed. =
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I @m not going to ad-
dress my remarks with that heat which is usual with
the hon. senior member for St. George. It is not cor-
rect to say all that has been said by the hon. member.
He must remember and reflect. I am sure that the
hon. member has not forgotten that the Report of the
Committee appointed by His Excellency the Governor
to make recommendations for the re-organisation of
the Government Industrial Schools was placed before
bon. members of this House; and when I hear hon.
members talk about this House not approving of the
scheme, I will refresh their memories of what has been
done in the past. We have had schemes from the
Director of Education; we have never approved of
those schemes in this House but we have still voted
£2,000 for adult education and that was a part of the
scheme. If hon. members were against the Borstal
system—we have not passed any Resolution saying

" that we are not in favour of the scheme—then the

Government would have been breaking f4ith with the
House. In view of the fact that this Report in eon-
nection with the re-organisation 6f the Government
Industrial Schools was placed on the Table of the

| House many months ago ‘and the House said nothing

‘#bout it, we took it for granted that the House agreed
with the scheme. A memoranfium was sent to hon.
members in which matters were set out 4md if hon.
members felt that the Government was emberking on
a scheme whieh they did not approve they should have

- allowed the Government to know tliat they did not

approve of it. I think it has gone on record that hon.
members have agreed with the Borstal system in re-
spect of Dedds and Summeryale, therefore if the Gov-
ernment start a scheme which will be an improvement
of the system which we have at.present, you cannot
accuse the .Gowernmgnt of breaking faith with the
House. If hon. members are arguing that they have
not got sufficient information in the Resolution, that
is something apart from not approving of the scheme ;

~if they talk about approving of a schenie they are giv-
- ing the impression that they are hearing about the

scheme for the finst time. We hdwe approved of the
Borstal system as being the best system for this island
but from the arguments whieh I have heard in this
House this afteznoon I de amot think that some mem-
bers of the House are in favour of it. Mo comie back
to the Resolution, it has the same £ormm 8s any other

- Resolution which we have passed. Honourablé mem-

bers have pasted a Resolution for £2,000 for adult
education without questioning the system -
Mr. CHATRMAN : T do not want to interrupt
the hon. member but he must keep to the point. I have
to say that becaunse there are these who will start do-
ing the same thing. ,
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Mr. . L. WALCOTT : I was just making an
analogy relative to hon. members talking about a
scheme not being approved. If you have a measure
before you in a Report—for instance, we had before
us Superintendent Calver’s Report which this House
has never adopted as a Report, but we have approved
Resolutions which were embodied in the Report. We
did not say that because we did not approve the
scheme we should not pass the Resolutions. I cannot
allow the hon. senior member for St. GGeorg> to go un-
challenged on that score. ]

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to move, Mr. Chairman,
that you do now report the passing of two Resolutions
in Committee, the postponement of two and that the
Committee has asked for leave to sit again.

Mr. BrackmaN seconded the motion which was

’ agreed to.

The CHamRMAN reported and Mr. Drpury
SpeAKER resumed the Chair and reported accord-
ingly.

; On motions of Dr. Cummins, seconded by Mr.
BLACKMAN in each case, the four Resolutions which
were passed in Committee were read a first and second
time and agreed fto.

SPECIAL RESOLUTION RE APPOINTMENT OF
SECRETARY FOR SOCIAL SERVICES AND
LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of
the Day stands in the name of the honourable senior
member for St. Thomas:—To move the passing of
the following Resolution: Special resolution under
the provisions of seetion 2 of the Colonial Secretary’s
Office ‘Act, 1903 (1903-5) as amended by section 2 of
the Colonial Secretary’s Office (Amendment) Act,
1947 (1947-24).

Dr. CUMMINS: This Resolution has for its
object the appointment of additional personnel for
the Staff of the Colonial Secretary’s Office. It is
proposed to appoint an Officer who will deal with
matters relating {o Medical, Health and Social Ser-
vices, Prisons and loeal Organisations. It is the in-
tention of the Government to have this Officer to run
the Social Services and Organisations in thig island;
-he will look after the social work which the Vestries
. will do under the amendment to the Vestries Act.
I do not think that a Resolution of this sort will
~meet with any objection because I know that honour-
-able members are anxious to see our Social Services
properly organized and properly run so that the
- peovle of this island might have the benefit of a
modern Organisation of Social Services a« exists in
- other countries. I beg to move that this Resolution
do now pass, _

Mr. TALMA: T beg to second that.

At this point, it now being 3.30 o’clock, Mr.
DepPUTY SPEAKER stated that it was now time for the
consideration of Private Members’ Business.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60.

Mr. DOWDING: I ask leave to move the sus-
- pension of Rule 60 in order to deal with Order No.
84 as the first Order of the Day under Private Mem-
bers’ Business,

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber was granted leave to make the motion.

Mr. DOWDING: 1 beg to move that Rule 60
be now suspended. ' *
o Mr. GaLe seconded the motion which was agreed

. THE ST. GEORGE (HIGHWAYS) LOAN BILL.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order of
- the Day under Private Members’ Business therefore
stands in the name of the honourable senior member

for St. George :—Seeond reading of a Bill to authorise
the Commisisoners of Highways for the parish of
St. George to raise a loan to purchase a Road Roller.

Mr. DOWDING: Thig Bill is for the purpose
of authorising the Commissioners of Highways of the
parish of St. George to obtain a loan for the purpose
of purchas.ng a Diesel Motor Road Roller for use
on the roads of the parish in addition to the road
roller which is now in use. This roller ig greatly
ne:ded at the moment. In view of the inereased
work which is being done on the tenantry roads, it
is impossible for us in St. George to get through with
only one roller.  There is nothing controversial

about this matter and I beg to move that "}his Bill

be now read a second time.

Mr. GALE: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. SYMMONDS: I beg to support this
motion. Thig is not specifically a Vestry matter at
all. I myself have had to be instrumental in assist-
ing various parishioners to prepare petitions to be
sent to the Commisisoners of Highways of {he
parish requesting that the tenantry roads be re-
paired; and there are still very many roads
which are in dire need of repairs. In some
districts you will find mosquitoes in pond after
pond in the roads as you try to get from
spe district into another. I think that if the
members of the Vestry of St. George will pay a visit
to some of these districts they will find that instead
of asking for one roller, it ig necessary to ask for
more.

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Mr. Dowping, seconded by Mr.
Gare, Mr. Depury SpeAkEr left the Chair and the
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SmiTH
being in the Chair.

On a similar motion the Preamble wag post-
poned, ‘
The four Clauses of the Bill were read and
passed. :

The Preamble was read and agreed to.

On the motion of Mr. Dowping, seconded by Mr.
GALE, the CHATRMAN reported the passing of the Bill
in Committee.

Mr. DepuTY SPEAKER resumed the Chair and re-
ported accordingly.

On motions of Mr. Dowping, seconded by Mr.
GALE in each case, the Bill was read a third time and
passed.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60.

Mr. TALMA : T ask leave to move the suspension
of Rule 60 go as to proceed with Order No. 87 ag the
next Order of the Day. o

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to move that
Order No. 24 be taken as the next Order of the Day.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member is asking leave to move the suspension of
Rule 60 in order to proceed with Order No. 87 as the

next Order of the Day. An .objection having been

taken.
Mr. P. L. WALCOTT: I am not objecting Sir.
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
senior member for Christ: Church may proceed to
make hig motion. :
Mr. TALMA :
now suspended. »
Mr. F. L. Wancorr seconded the motion which
was agreed to. . '

THE GERALDINE BURNETT GRATUITY BILL.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: - The next Order of
the Day stands in the name of the honourable genior

I -beg to move that Rule 60 be
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member for Christ Church:—Second reading of a
Bill to aunthorise the Vestry of the parish of Christ
Church to pay a gratuity to Geraldine Burnett.

Mr. TALMA : This is the usual type of Bill
whieh comes before the House. Geraldine Burnett has
been until recently in the employ of the Vestry of the
parish of Christ Church for a period of 18 years dur-
ing which period she has performed her duties faith-
fully. She has now gone into retirement and the Ves-
try have thought fit to grant her the regular gratuity.
I hope that the time will come when the various
Vestries will not have to come to the Legislature so
as to be authorised to pay gratuities to their em-
ployees. T beg to move that this Bill be now read a
second time,

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: 1 beg to second that.

The question that this Bill be now read 2 second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Mr. TarmMa, seconded by Mr.
BLACKMAN, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and
the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr.
SuiTE being in the Chair. v

On a similar motion the Preamble wag postponed.
1 The four Clauses of the Bill were read and pass-
ed.

The Preamble was read and agreed to.

On the motion of Mr. Tarma, seconded by Mr.
BracrMAN, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of
the Bill in Committee.

Mr. Depury SpEARKER resumed the Chair and
reported accordingly.

On motions of Mr. TaLma, seconded by Mr.
BLACKMAN in each case, the Bill was read a third time
and passed.

THE ADJOURNMENT.

The Order Paper having been fixed,

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that this House
do now adjourn to this day week, the 19th day of
October, 1948, at twelve o’clock noon.

Mr. Tanma seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

Mr. DEpuTY SPEAKER accordingly adjourned the
House to Tuesday next, the 19th day of October,
1948, at twelve o’clock noon.






