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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 26th October, 1948 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Aslsem- 

sbly met at  12 o'clock noon to-day. 

Presemt. 

His Honour gr. J- .E- T. B ~ N C K E R  (Deputy 
~ ~ a k e r ) ,  ~ r ,  L. <E. SMITH (Chairmart of ~ o m m i f -  
t~ees), ~ r .  H. G. C U M Y I ~ ,  Messm. B" L- WFCOTT, 
K. N. R. HUSBA~W, M. E. COX, D. A. FOSTER, A.E. S-  
L E W ~ ~ ,  H. D. BLACKMAN, H. A. DOWD.NC), V. C. GALE, 
S. A. WALCOTT, J. 13. W ~ ~ N S O N ,  0. B. E., and E. L. 
WARD. 

Prayers are read. 
h!fessrs. ~~ and I I ! I o ~ ~  enter the House and 

take their seats. 
MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on 
the 19th October, 1948, having been circulated are 
taken a s  read and confirmed. 

Mr. GARNER enters the House and take? his seat. 

PAPERS LAID 

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Deputy Speaker,-I have 
the honour to lay on the table of the House the follow- 
ing Papers :- 

Message No. 30/1948 from His Excellency the 
Governor informing the Honourable the House of 
Assembly that the funds ~ rov ided  by  resolution 
No. 24/1948 to meet the cost of an  investigation into 
the departmental organisation of the public aervice 
will be exhausted by the 30th of November, and that 
it is not proposed to continue the investigation un- 
less the legislature otherwise desire. 

Message N o  31/1948 His 
Governor inviting the views of the Honourable the 
House of Aarembly on the applicat,ion to ~ ~ ~ b ~ d ~ ~  
of th9 Agreement between t6e G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  
r ~ e n t s  of the United Kingdom and the U.S.A. 

Message Nlo. 32/1948 from His Excellency the 
Governor informing the Honourable the House 
Assembly that, in nesponse to an  invitation by  the 
Secretaq of State for the Colonies, he advised H. M. 
Government that there was no objection to the acces- 
sion af Barbadw to &e General Agreement on  Tarif€ 
and Trade negotiated at Geneva and amended at  
Havana. 

Statement showing S s advanced to the Colo- 
lrial Postmaster for  t he .gymen t  of Money Orders 
up  to 30th September, 1948. 

Report on the Treatment of Offenders for  the 
year, 1947. 

NOTICES 

Government Notices are given m follows:- 
Mr. BLACKMAN: ~ o l u t i o n  for 6216,175 to 

supplement the provision in  the Estimate& of Expen- 
diture for the year 1 9 4 8 4 9  under Head XXXIT, 
Department of Highways and Trauuport, Item 41, 
Special reserve for extraordiffary flood daruage. 

Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution to place the sum 
of £143,901 a t  the d i ~ d  of the myernor-in-Execu- 
bive Committee to supplhement provision under vari- 
ous Heads of the Expenditure Estimates 1 9 4 8 4 9  
as shown in  the Schedule hereto for the purpose of 
paying certain salarias and aJlowances at increased 
rates for the year to the 31st March, 1949. 

Dr. CUMMWS: Bill to amend the lam relating 
to Income Tax. 

Dr. CUMMINS Of my intention to move later 
in the day for the appaintment of a Selaect Committee 
to prepare a draft Reply to His E2wllency,s Mewage 
No. 31 cmf 1948, which I laid a few moments ago. 

Dr. CUMMINS : Of my intention to move the 
House into Committee of Supply at  its next meeting 
to consider the money ResolutiIons of which notice 
has just been given. 

BILL READ A FIRST TIME 

On the motion of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by  
Mr. BLACXMAN, a Bill to amend the law relating to 
Income Tax is read a first time. 

SUFPLE!hfENTARY RESOLUTION FOR MIS- 
CELLANEOUS SERVICES WITHDRAWN 

DT. CVMUINs as& for md is leave 
withdraw R~emlution No. 1 under Order No. l-a 
Resolution for the sum of 81,G30 to supplement the 
provision i n  the Estimates of Expenditure for the 
year 1 9 4 8 4 9  under Head XXIX, Miscellaneous 
Services, Item 2, Cost of Exebange. 

COKVITTEE O F  $UPPLY 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEBKER:  The first Order >! 
the Day is to r aume  Committee of supply to consider 
the grant of sums of money for the sePvice of the 
Gov6Pnment. 



Dr. C U W N S  : The next Reso!ution, Sir, is 
for the sum of 538,750 to meet capital and recurrent 
expenses in rmpect of Dodds Plantation until the 
31st March, 1949. Consideration of this Resolution 
was begun on Tuesday last and was postponed. I 
am going to ask leave to amend lit by deleting the 
words "Eight Thousand Seven Hundred and 
Fifty" and substituting therefor the wordu "Three 
Thousand Six Hundred." It does not seem as if 
'the balance of the amount is urgently needed but 
,there is urgent need of th'e $3,600 t o  carry on the 
work on the plantation. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber is granted the leave for which he asks and the 
Resolubion is amended accordingly. 

Dr. CUMIVUNS : I beg to move that this Resolu- 
tion, as amended, do now pass. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. WILKINSON: Sir,-On this occasion I 

wish to congratulate the Government on coming to 
ifs senses. I think the comments which were made 
on this side, as well as ton the other side, ofl the table 
orf the House on the last occasion have been appre- 
ciated. I hope that the present Government has been 
taught a lesson and will never come again to this 
House to ask us to vote money in circumstances 
which, it knows, this House will not approve. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
is put and resolved in the drmatilve without 
division. 
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Mr. DEPCTY SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the I Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 

development of a pottery industry yn this island and 
I regret that we have not had a progeess report on 
what has taken place so far. 

Mr. WIL'KINSON: I agree with the honour- 
able member who has just sat down. If, as be very 
properly said, we waste 'Ccolonial Development and 
Welfare funds, we will have so much less for carry- 
ing propwed schemes under the Ten-Year Develop- 
ment Plan into effect. I do not know very much about 
the pot teq  industry. I hme s q n ,  about t h m  
weeks ago, some samp1,es of tiles which ~vere in the 
possession of a contractor and which were supposed 
to have been made locally; they looked very well 
and I do hope that we shall obtain some practical 
results from these experiments. It is an industry 
whieh, of course, should be encouraged but I agree 
with the junior member for the (Crity that we should 
watch this expenditure very carefully because if these 
funds are wasted, it will mean that we shall be getting 
so much less than the amount which has been allotted 
to this island under the Plan. I am not saying that 
this money is being wasted because from what I have 
seen i t  seems as thou& it  is going to be a successful 
experiment. But I am yet of the opiniol~ that $5,000 
is quite a lot of money to be spent in conducting 
experiments into the development of a pottery in- 
dustry. 

Mr. HAYNES: I do not know if I can allay the 
fears of t.he two la.qt speakers by making a few re- 
marks on this subject. I think honourable members 
will realize that it was as a result of my urging that 

House resumes Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH be- 
ing the Chair. 

RESOLUTION TO PURCHASE AND CONSTRUCT ROAD LEAD- 
ING THE BELLE P U m I N Q  STATION POSTPONm 

Dr. C U M M ~ S  ash for and is granted leave to 
postpone the further consideration of Resolution NO. 2 
standing in the name of the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. ~ohn,-a Resolution for $7,000 (to be 
suhequently refunded from loan funds) to meet the 
cost of (a) acquiring land for a road to connect the 
Belle Pumping Station with My Lord's Hill md for 
stores buildings, and quarters for engineer6 and r ~ i -  
dent staff; and (b) constructing the road. 

RESOLGTION TO MEET CAPITAL AND RECURRENT EXPENSES 

AT DODDS PLANTATION 

Xr .  LEWIS : Xr. Chairinan,-One r ~ u s t  really 
c~mpliment the Government on taking ai step of this 
nature, that is, to discover from the investigation of 
an expert what; are the chances of developing a pot- 
tery industry in  this island; but I would like to point 
out, Sir, that this is an  additional S2,750 for this pur- 
pose. We have already voted $3,000 and the figure in 
connwtion with this scheme has the 
$5,750 mark. I t  appears, from the addendum, that 
this gentleman came here since 1947 and I am 

, aerely hoping that some headway is being made to 
justify this expenditure because although it is not 
being met by actual taxation of the of this 
country, yet if we waste these funds we shall1 be 
decreasing the sum of rnone;y which h a  been allotted 
to this colony under the Ten-Y'ear Development Plan. 
55,750 seems to me to be a large sum of money to 
conduct experiment& and investi~ations into the 

Dr. CUMMINS : The next Resolution is for the 
sum of $2,750 to supplement Resolution No. 6 of 
the 29th January, 1946, (to (be subsequently refunded 
as a free grant under the provisions of the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Act on the terms and con- 
ditions stated in the Message from the House of 
Assembly to His Excellency the Governor, dated 
the 14th of December, 1943,) to meet the cost of 
financing a scheme for the appointment of a Cera- 
mist and for conducting of a pottery industry. 

I do not think that I need say much about this 
matter. I t  is recognised that we have good clay in 
this island which can be made into good claslj pottery 
and, tiles and if this pottery industry can be drevelop- 
ed it will be a means of helping us to solve 
some of our eoonomic problems. A ceramist has 
arrived and is conducting certain experiments which 
he has favourably reported upon. I should also like 
to draw the attention of honourable members to the 
faet that this money is to be subsequently refunded 
from Colonial Development and Welfare funds. I 
beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

RESOLUTXON TO MEET THE C0m OF THE DEVNLOPMENT' 

OF THE POTTERY INDUSTRY 

As regards -his work, we cannot expect to receive 
dividends in  a year or two; that would be impossible. 
He has to put, in the form of a report, what csan be - 
produced from the various clays in  Barbados as the 
result of his experiments and then it is up to us to 
see that those who follow him put these clays to their 
proper uses. If they will follow his advice, instead )L 
of there being a very inferior pottery industry there 
are all the chances of having just as good an industry 
in this island as in  any other part of the world. I 
have great hopes that these experiments will bear 
fruit, and I am sure that they will, not in a short 
time but in a few years to come. 

Dr. CUMMINS : To satisfy the junior member 
for the City and the junior member for St. Janzns, 
I shall read eertain extracts fmm a report which has 
been submitted by the Ceramist. That report states , 
iwter alia:-'"As a result of these tests, i t  appeared 
that i t  should be possible to manufacture (1) good Y- 
glazed domestic pottery such as vases, jugs, bowls. 
tea-pots &C., decorated and properly glazed$ also 9 .c 
flower-pots 'and terra-cctta ware; (2) roofing tiles 

the Government got a Ceramist to come >u t  here 
with the view of developing a pottery industry and 
I am verv d a d  that we have secured his services. 
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-# n and common bricks; (3) floor tiles; (4) drain pipes. 
There is also the possibility of fire-bricks manufac- 

p tured for local use but insuEicient data is 
as yet available on this point." The report is not 
available for publication but it seems as though there 
is every possibility of the development of a secondary 
industry in this instance and I think that this Com- 
mittee should give it the encouragement that it needs. 

Mr. LEWIS : I thank the honourable member 
for the information which he has given and I should 

L 
just like to  add that paragraph 2 of the addendum 
states that this expenditure will not be a charge 
against the Colony's alldcaticm under the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Act. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
is put and resolved in the affirmative without divisiol:. 

On the motion of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by Mr. 
BUCKMAN, the Chairman reports the passing of two 
Resolutions and the postponement of one in Com- 
mi ttee of Supply. 

The House resufnes. 

sort. I investigated the case of this old man and 1 
discovered that one office had handed the matter over 
to another office about six weeks ago. Now, Sir, it 
should not take seventeen months to deal with a matter 
of this sort and I do hope that the Governmeht will 
see to it that these people receive these respective 
amounts without further delay. 

The quelstion that this Resolution do now pass is 
put and resolved in the afirmative without division- 

RESOLUTION TO MEET EXPENSES 1NCURR.m IN CONKEG- 

TION WITH GIRL'S INDUSTRIAZr UNON'S EVEmNG 
C U S S E S  

Dr. CUMMINS: The next Resolution is for 
6100 (to be sdbsequentl~ refunded as a free grant 
under the provisions of the Colonial Development and 
Welfare Act on the terms and conditions stated in the 
Message from the House of Assembly to His Excel- 
lency the Governor, date'd the 14th IYecember, 1943) 
to meet expenses incurred by the Girls' Industrial 
Union in connection with evening classes. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY - 
Mr. The next Order 

stands in the name of the honourable senior member 
for St. Thornas,-To move the House into Committee 
of the grant of sums of 
for the service of the Government. 

On the motion of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by Mr. 
BLACKMAN, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER leaves the Chair 
and the House goes into Committee of Supply, Mr. 
S ~ T H  being in the Chair. 

VOTES FOR GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 

h Dr. CUMMINs : Mr. Chairman,-The next 
Resolution is for the sum of 51,713 to be placed at 
the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
for the service of the Coleny. I t  is the usual quarterly 
Resolution which is sent down in respect of Depart- 
ments whm votes have been expended or are about 
to be expended. I beg to move that this Resolution 
do now pass. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
  he Westion that this Rasolution do now pass is 

put and resolved in the aarmative without division. 

ex grcttia GRANTS TO QOVERNMENT EMHLOYEE8 

Dr. CUMMINS : The next is for 
the sum of S1,194. 4. 9. to make ex grdia grants to 
members of the Unestablished Staff who have) re- 
signed- The* are 19 ~ e m m 7  16 of whom 
were employed by the Central Road Board and then 
continued to serve under the Department of Highways 
and Transport. Two were casual employees and one 
was the porter of the Lodge school. This porter has 
since died and the amount of his gratuity will be 

W' 
paid to his wid6w. The amount in each case hm been 
computed on the regular basis of one month's salary 
for each completed year of service. I beg to move 
that this Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr DOWDING: Mr. Chairman,- I t  is on the 

one hand gratifying, after a certain amount of urging, 
to see this Resolution before us to-day. On the other 
hand, it is regrettable - I hope the members of the 
Government will take note of what 1 am saying - 
that an old man, 72 years of age, should have had to 
wait for a period of seventeen month before he could 

-.R ~?eIceive the B5. 10. due to him. I do not know where 
I to f3.x the blame but there seems to be a certain 

amount of apathy in dealing with matters of this 
P'- 

These evening classes have been carried on by 
the Girls7 Industrial Union for some time now and 
araong the' subjects which are taught is typewriting. 
The Department of Education pravides instructors 
for the various classes but does not provik equip- 
ment and this amount is to purchase typewriters. I 
think it is the desire of thk Committee that these 
evening classes should bei continued and, therefore, I 
beg to move that this ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ i ~ ~  do now 

Mr. BLACKMAN : I. beg to second that. 
Mr. W-: I feel that the object of this 

Resolution is a good one. I feel that these evening 
classes result in a great deal of good because I have 
known girls who have been able secure employ- 
ment through having been taught to  type at the Girls' 
Industrial Union. I think that these 'classes should be 
carried on for the benefit of girls who are not in a 
pchsition to help themselvesl, so that they might be 
equipped to fill jobs. 

Mr. WILKINSON : I support the remarks of the 
honoUThle rnemb& who has just st down, al&ough 
I may not know the girls as well as he do@ (-h- 
ter), but I do know some of the work which has been 
done by the Girls' Industrial Union and I have 
nothing but praise for these classes. I think they are 
serving a useful purpose in this co-unity and I 
have very much pleasure in supporting this Resolu- 
tion. 

The question that this Resolution do now p- 
is put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

TO MEET COST OF SIX-MONTH COLaSE 
CANDIDATE IN DOMESTIC TRAINING AT HOU* 

CRAFT CENTRE 

Dr. CUMMTNS : The next Resolution is for the 
£38 (to be subsequently refunded as .a free 

grant unde+ the p r o ~ i o w  of the Colonial Develop- 
merit and Welfare ~ c t  on terms and conditions laid 
do- in the Message from the House of h m b l y  to 
His Excellency the Governor, dated the 14th Deem- 
ber, 1943,) to meet the cost of the su2,sisltence allow- 
ance of a Barbados candidate attending a six-month 
course in Domestic Training at the Barbados 
Housecraft Centre. 

This Course is given to candidates from the 
qindward and Leeward Islands and this money is 
required to pay the subsistence allowance of the 
Barbados candidate at the rate of $30 a month. I 
beg to move that this &olution do now Pass. 

Ms BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Resolution do now pass is 

put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 



On the motion of Dr. C U M ~ N S ,  seconded by Mr. 
BUCKMAN, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of 
four Resolutions in Committee of Supply and asks 
leave to sit again, 

The House resumes and on the motions of Dr. 
CUMMLNS, seconded by Mr. BLACKMAN i n  each case, 
six Resolutions which were passed in Committee of 
Supply are read a first and a second time and are 
agreed to. 

BILL POSTPONED. 

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Deputy Speaker,- I ask 
leave to postpone the consideration of the next three 
Orders-Second reading of a Bill to provide for the 
division and sale and the division and letting of land 
in lots and for the regulation of tenantries; Second 
reading of a Bill to amend the Poor Relief Act, 1892 
(1892-3) ; and to resume Committee on the Bill to 
consolidate a i d  amend the Acts relating to Public 
Eeal th  I think there is a certain amount of agreement 
among honourable members to meet on Thursday 
this week and deal with only these three Bil's which 
hinge one on the other, to speak. 

Them being no o'bjection, the honourable mem- 
ber is granted the leave which he asks for and the 
consideration of the three Bills is postponed accord- 
ingly. 

RESOLUTION POSTPONED 

Dr. CUMMINS: For  a different reason, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, I ask leave to lpostpone the  further 
consideration of Order No. &Special k o l u t i o n  
under the provisions of section 2 of the Colonial 
Secretary's Office Act, 1903 (1903-5,) as amended by 
section 2 of the Colonial Secretary's Offiscl (Amend- 
ment) Act, 11947 (1947-24). 

There b'eing no objection, the honourable 
member is granted the leave which he asks for  and 
the further consideration of this Resolution is post- 
poned accordingly. 

RESOLUTION TO ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS 
WITH PERSONS TO SERVE I N  THE MATERN- 

ITY HOSPITAL AND T H E  BARBADOS 
GENERAL HOSPITAL 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order 
stands in  the name of the honourable senior member 
for St. Thornas,--To move the passing of a Resolution 
to authorize the Governor to enter into agreements 
with pemons to serve in the Maternity Hospital in 
the office of Matron and the Barbados General 
Hospital in  any of the f~ollowing offioes, namely, 
Housc Surgeon and Anaesthetist, House Surgeon, 
Matron, Assistant Matron, Sister Tutor and Hlome 
Sister, Sister, Radiologist and Radiographer, subject 
to the conditions set out in the schedule to the 
Resolution. 

The power which this Resolution seeks to vest 
in the Governor was vested in the late Hospital 
Board. Sinoe the General Hospital has become a 
Government Department, there is no alrthority for 
the Governor to enter into agreements with certain 
offisers; consequently certain app0int.menb.s have 
been held up and the Resolution seeks to give the 
Governo'r power to enter into such agreements. I 
beg tc move that the Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: J beg to second that. 
Mr. SYMMONDS e n t e ~ s  the House and takes 

his seat. 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,-I think 

thatj wme explanation, apart from the fact of the 
coming into operation of the Barbados General 
Hospital Act making the General Hospital a govern- 
ment Department, is necessary in  this matter because 
so far  as I remember, in  the Bill in aonnection with 

the Hospital i t  is expressly tstakd that all contracts 
in existence would automatically be taken over by 
the Government,-contracts for pmfessional services 
and, I take it. contracts for supplying the institution 
with various things. Well, Sir, now that the General 
Hospital is a government illstitution and is being 
run, as we were told, as a colonial hospital, I am 
wondering why i t  is necessary to enter into c~oiitracts 
with persons coming to this island to fill the offices 
mentioned in this Resolution. It would seem as 
we .were led into believing that if the Government 
took lover the General Hospital, it would ease the 
posi.ion, as fa r  as the securing of staff is concerned 
because the persons who would be coming here to 
fill certain offices would be colonial servantis. That 
is, as fa r  as I remember, one of the blessings that 
~vould be bestowed upon us if the General Hospital 
became a, Government institution. I would like the 
honom-able member who moved the passing of this 
Resolution to tell us whether the ~ ~ p r n m e n t s  of 
places like Trinidad and British Oujana have to enter 
into contracts with professional perc;ons to fill offices 
of this nature. The next thing I would like to Irilom 
is this: Why is an offic. such as Medical Superin- 
tendent omitted from thoze for which contracts are 
necessary? I think that that is a very important 
office at  the General Hospital and I would ;ike to 
know whether a contract is in existence with the 
person who is already performing the duties of that 
office. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I should like to take 
this opportunity, while I am asking why the oEic:! of 
Medical Superintendent has been omitted, to make this 
remark upon the official designaQon of the p e w n  
a t  present administering the General Hospital. So 
far  as I remember, Sir, a Resolution came to this 
House in respect of the employment af a Surgeon 
Specialist and we were told that we mere getting the 
services of an eminently qualified Barbadian who at  
the tilne was in the service of the colony of British 
Guiana filling a similar post. Since that ofiicer has 
assumed his duties I have see11 him referred to as the 
Surgeon Superintendent. I undersatnd that  none of 
the offices mentioned in  this Resolution which is now 
before us,--offices which have been created in accord- 
ance with the Barbados General Hospital Act of 
1947-has been occupied as yet and h a v h  seen, as 1: 
have said, that the official designation of the person 
administering the General Hospital is Surgeon Super- 
intendent , I am enquiring why this office is not 
mentioned in this list. I can tell this House that 
when the person who is now administering the Gen- 
eral Hoqpital was leaving British Guian,: t o  eonie 
here to take up his appointment he could tell the 
people in  British Guiana that he was coming to be 
Medical Superintendent of, and to orga~lize the 
General Hospital. I heard that in  British Guiana 
when I was there quite recently and I would like to 
know exactly what i t  is that I am. agreeing to now 
and how a thing of that sort could have happened. 
This officer was employed because of his skill and 
ability as a Surgeon and after he has been here a 
little time, we find that he is performing i h t  ,711ties of 
Medical Superintendent, instead of devoting his time 
to the particular work which he is very skilled to do. 
It is regrettable that we were not told the purpose 
for which this officer was coming here when he could 
say that he was coming to perfoxm duties which he 
is, a t  present, performing. Mr. Depnty Speaker, it 
n-ould be better if this Resolution was discussed in 
Committee because the General Hospital is an insti- 
tution which is very vital, as  f a r  as the commmity 
is concerned, and a matter of this sort should be dis- 
cussed in lsuch a manner that any questions which 
may be asked can be answered and the answers com- 
mented upon. I am going to throw out a hint to the 



of this House. As a member of the late 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i t ~ l  ~~~~d for sme time, I discovered that pro- 

rfessional pe.ns who come here to 611 offices at the 
~~~~~~l Hospital will make you enter into contracts 
with them to do all sorts of things; gou may tfind 
yourself in a professional racket. The late Hospital 
~~~~d had to put its foot down on the last Radiologist 
attempting to get a salary f a r  in  excess of the amount 
which he was really coming to this island to receive,, 
as the result of these contrwts, and when he did get 
here I think that the island was glad to be rid of hml. 

nest point is in connection with the amounts 
wh$ch are paid for the passages of these persons who 
come out here to join the staff of the General Hospi- 
tal. the past, if one these professional em- 

came out bere didn't like his office or, 
for some insufficient reason, broke his contract, he 
had to the money that was paid by 
the ~ ~ ~ ~ i t ~ l  ~~~~d and I know that i t  is very d i ~ -  
cult to get persons to come out here and, if they do 
not like the job or the place, to agree to a refund 
of the passage money. I wonder whether the aov- 
ernment or the G~~~~~~~ wants permission to enter 
icto a contrMt with a colonial secretary, for in- 
stance, who comes out here and if you do not have 
to enter into a contract with a Colonial Secretary I 
would like to know why i t  is necessary to enter into 
ccntracts with these persons. Are we really run- 
ning the Hospital as  a Colonial Hospital or are we 
not? That is what we should be told. We were told 
that you get these people at any time; that 

was in getting to do the 
work of the and that the problem be 
solved, the moment the General hosipital became a 
government institution. Now that it is a govern- 
merit institution, people who have been working a t  
it for years do not know to-day where they are be- 
cause the appointments have not been made and we 
are being asked to give the Government Or the 
ernor ~ermissiion now to enter contracts with the 
Persons who would be f3ling what we would call the 
top-ranging positions while the ordinary employees 
Of the do not know where are to-da~,  
as f a r  as their appointments are concerned. I harc 

i t  stated that the Government is waiting on thr 
Of m. G. H. Adam% C.B.E., in connection 

the  Barbados General but I Cannot 
for the life of me see why a man like Mr. A d a m  

have to out here to the Government 
the members the -'dvlsor~ Committee of the 

Hospital what is *?essay f o r  the i3oipita by way of 
baff7 professional or othe1"Wise Mr. Adams can tell 
you whether an office is \+,orth 30 much but I fail to 
see that he You whether a porter o r  *a 
Itouse Surgeon 200 llurses at the General 
IEospital are The Doctors a t  the 

Hospital with the assistance of 
the Chief Officer, have been able to 

the to lnake these 
merits and set the people's minds a t  rest. The diffi- 
culty has arisen ihrsc that some poor man who wants 
to resign because he hais reached the age llmit, can- 
not very well resign and I believe that a Bill had to 
be put through the Legislature to connect the present 
system of control a t  the Hospital with the past sys- 

so that an  employee who resigns on reac%ing 
the age limit conld 1-weive his pension. That, I con- 
sider, is a very unsatisfactory state of affairs, namely, 
to leave the employees of the General Hospital in 
doubt upon these points. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am 
at  a disadvantage discussing this matter in  the House. 
T have no doubt that the senior member for St. 
'Thornas will hawe adequate replies to make to the 
questions I have put  but I will have no opportunity 

F 

12 comment upon the replies if they are satisfactory 
or not and, therefore, I am t~icil%' this OPPoP- 
tunity, Sir, of asking the honokrable Inover of 
this Resolution whether he will accept a lnotion 
that the House go into Cosnlllittee on this liesol~l- 
tion. I should like, before I vote for it, to lillolv 
whether this is something cnt i l 'e l~ peculiar 
colony or whether it is done ill Other colollies 
and I would like t10 lcllow why certain officy3 
been omitted from this list. 1 do not see any 
reason why the office nfedical 
trndent should not be included. 1s i t  the intention 
of the Administration not to have a Medical Super- 
intendent a t  all? Because th.2 pre-ellt 'office has been 
filled by a Barbadian I see no reason why You should 
exempt i t  from those for  which you contemplate en- 
tering into Contracts. I s incere l~~ hope that the senior 
member for  St. tFbomas will have some replies to 
make to the questions I have asked because 1 think 
those to ease the minds Of 

members and them to vote One way 
or the other in  respect of this Resolution after we 
have gone into Committee and heard the facts of the 
case. With that end in  view, Sir, I beg to move that 
Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House 
go into Committee On this 

Mr. SYMNONDS: I beg to second the motion 
that this House go into Committee on this Resolution. 

Mr. GALE : I take i t  that this Resolution is for 
the specific purpose of allowing the Hospital Authori- 
ties to enter into with cert~.oEeers. The 
persons who are mentioned here will not be c i ~ l  
rnrVmt, Special arrangements Tvill be wlrli 
them when $-hey are taken on;  $heir pasages will be 
paid and they will be required to enter into con- 
trafit8t8. If a bm is taking on a man a 
special purpose, it enters into a contract with him 
and that contract is binding on both parties to it. 
I do not see any difficulty in this maiter at all. ~ h ~ , ~ ~  
persons will not 'be pensionable; their are 
simply being engaged onoontrsot. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I am surprised to hear the 
junior member for the. City make those 
The honourable member was a t  one time a meniber 

the Hospital Board and he ought to remember that 
the held the set out in this R ~ ~ ~ -  
lution always came to this colony on contmet. The 
,me is observed in hospitals all over the 
world because medical men, matrons, sisters, radiolo- 
&S, and radiographers, do not tie themselves do\\rn 
for life to one particular hospital; theg go from 

place. whell I+,e become a ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d  west rndies 
with a lJnified l ed i ca l  Service, I do not suppose the 

of will arise in the (illin- of 
these offices. Bu,.as condifions are now. all these 
ofieers come to the colony and go ro other eo!oo'cs 
on contract. As far  as the point abot~t the Sllrprorl 
Specialist ils concem,od, it should neyer arise because 
~t h% no ronnection with this Resolution. He was 
appointed under an Act, as honourable rnemberc: will 
remember; the honourab'e n~ember Tvas a member of 
this House when that Act was passed and he should 
remember all about it. I really do not Fee the point ill 

jntLo Committee on this Resolation; there is 
nothing to be gained by so doing; honourable mem- 
bers cannot get any more information than that which 
I have given if we go into Committee on the R.esolu- 
tiOn. 

Mr. COX: I think we can appreciate an 
amendment to this Resolution. I would suggest that 
the Governor-in-Execntive Committe~ make the con- 
tractq with these nelWFons rather than the Governor. 
I also feel that t,hees contracts- 

Dr. CUMJfINS: Let me correct the honourable 
: membtzr a t  once because I do not think I will haye 
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the right to speak again. The honourable member 
is out of !order. The Governor iij the on y person 
to make these ~ppointments. When the Hospital 
Board was in existence, i t  made these appointments 
but now the Governor makes them. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Has the honour- 
able member a copy of the Act with him? If the 
Act vests the power to make these appointment? in  
khe Governor, we cannot, by the meam suggested 
by the senior member for St. Michael, vest i t  in  
the Governor-in-Executive Committee. 

Dr. CUMMINS: Under the Barbados General 
Hospital Act, the Governor makes these qppoint- 
ments. 

Dlr. DEPUTY SPIE'AKER: I f  that is so, the 
proposed amendment of the senior member for St. 
Michael will be out (of order. The senior member 
for  St. BSichael was interrupted in the course of 
his speech ; does the honourable care to continue ? 

Mr. COX: I do not care to go any further with 
my suggestion but I feel that the House should see 
these contracts beforehand. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am afraid that I cannot 
support the motion for going into Committee. I n  
the course of a conversation with a young medico who 
recently returned to this island I was made to under- 
stand that it is the custom for medical practitioners 
and other rpersons who fill some of these profeesional 
posts to be appointed on contract because in  the first 
place the employing Authority would know the peri- 
od 'for whichathe employees would be serving and 
would not wake one f b e  morning to find that all 
of them were leaving together. I n  the second place, 
these professional persons do not bind themtselves 
down for life a t  any particular hospital but endeav- 
our to get experience in  varilous fields; therefore, 
I think that this ResolGtioa: is perfectly in  order. 
As regards the Surgeon Slpecialist I well remember 
that he was appointed under a Special Act, so it 
would serve no useful )purpose sending the Resolution 
to the Committee. 

. The question that Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER do now 
leave the Chair and the House go into Committee on 
this Resolution is put  and resolved in the negative, 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER declaring that the "Noesy' 
have it. 

The question that this Resolutioll do now pass 1s 
then put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERI: The next Order 
stands in the name of the honourable senilor member 
for St. Thornas,-Second reading af a Bill to amend 
the Vestries Act, 1911 (1911-5). 

Dr. CUMNINS: The object of this Bill, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, is to extend the powers of the 
Vestries of this Island. The Vestries operate under 
an Act which circumscribes their ambit but  Bar- 
bados being in the march of social progress, i t  has 
been found necessary to come to this House to amend 
that Act, so that the Vestries will be given power 
to engage in social undertakings. Now, Sir, I want 
to point out that this Bill is )purely a permissive Bill. 
f b  provides that the Vestries m q  do this, that an4 
the other and any Vestry which does not see its way 
to undertake duties which this Bill permits i t  to 
undertake, need not ~nde r t~ake  them. I think that has 
been made perfectly clear. This Government, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, envisages certain social activities 
being undertaken by Vestries.--activities such as lay- 
ing out and running of playing fields for the welfare of 
the people and, Sir, the Government is hoping tIiat in 
the not too distant future there will be district markets 

in the several parishes of the island under the super- 
+ 

vision of the respective Vestries. There is a fund 
known as the Labour Welfare Fund whlch has been 
created under the Sugar Industry (Kehabilllation, La 
Stabilization and Welfare) Act and funds be 
provided from that fund to meet initial "pensej in 
laying out playing fields, parks and exipenses in con- 
iiectioll with other amenities to which I have 
referred. I also want to make it quite plain to those 
honourable members who seem to have fears about 
the financia implication of this Bill that all expemes 
incurred by the Vestries for these purposes will be 
paid out of monies provided by the Governor- 

-% 

~n-Executive Committee from the Labour Welfare 
funds. Clause 2 of the Bill sets out quite clearly 
the additional powers to be conZerred upon the Fels 
tries and I beg to move that this Bill be now read a 
second time. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEP : Mr. Deputy Speaker,-This 

is a Bill which, to my mind, is long overdue and I 
should regret very much if any member of this House 
offers any opposition to it- I make that statement 
in anticipation of what might happen. If for years 
members of this House have been crying for power 3 
to be given to local Government to enable social im- 
provements to be effected in the several parishes of 
the island I fail to see any peason why there should 
be any amendment or amendments to this. Bill. As 
the result of representation which was made to the 
Government by several Vestries, including the Ves- 
tr>- of St. Michael, the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee, after discussions with several deputations, 
felt that either the Vestries Act would have to be 
amended immediately, if these social improvementls 
were to be effected, or the Vestries would have to 
wait until the entire parochial system was changed. 
TVell i t  has been decided that the former course should A 
be taken and this Bill which is in no way o'bligatory 
on the Vestries has been sent to this House. The 
Bill dloes wt say that the Vestries slwall do these 
things; i t  merely gives them the power to provide 
for the maintenance of thes- fields, parlts 
and district markets which may be established in  their 
prishes. The Objects and Beasons of the Bill state 
inter d i a  that "under modern conditions the range 
and variety of local Government activities is @on- 
siderable and steadily increasing7'. That is true.. 
For  instance, in St. Michael there is the pressing 
need for district markets where people can offer thlelr -W- 

cvares for sale. Everyblody know13 that people should 
have a certain amount of recreation and places for 
such recreation must be provided, whether the Cen- 
tral Government or the I~ocal Government  provides 
them. I agree that i t  is much better for such activities 
to be assigned to the Local Government-the people 
on the spot-than to the Central Government and if 
there are any fears in  the minds of c e r t i n  hon'our- 
able members that that will be a burden on  the 
taxation of the parilshes, those fears should be dis- 
pelled by the statemlent af the senior member for 
St: Thomas whlo has made i t  abundantly clear that 
the expenses in  connection with the laying out and 
running of these playing fields and parks will be 
met, from Labour and Welfare funds. I go further 
and say that even though that h= been made very 
clear, i t  would be parsimolldous in these days for  the 

, Vestry of any parish to object to looking after a play- 
. ing field that has been established in that particular 

parish. I feel very strongly on that point. As the 
senior member for St. Thomas has said, there is 
nothing in this Bill which says that the Vestries 
must do these things. There are sections in the Ves- 

I tries Act which say that: the Vestries shall do so and so 
but this Bill says that the Vestrles may do &o and 
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so. If no p aying field a provided In the p a r A  
of SL. Lucy, then t h x e  is no obhgation ton the Vestry 

F of St. h e y  to lprovide for the upkeep of a playing 
field; but surely if a playing field was given, let 
us say, by the estate of the senior member for St. 
Lucy, they could not expect him to pay the neces- 
sary expense for upkeep. Why bhould the ex- 
peme rfor the upkeqp of that play.ng field not come 
out of the rates of the parish of SL. Lucy F If an 
individual has been generous enough to glve a play- -- ing field, somebody else should pay for its upkeep 
and as the taxpayers and their families would have 
the use of that ,p aying field, t.hsey should contribute 
the greater portion of the expense for ih upkeep. 
I consider that this Bill is absolutely necessary and 
I have said what I have said in anticipation of any 
argument which might be used to the effect that it 
imposes a hardship or is a unnecessary burden 
-financially on the parishes. I n  this twentieth century 
this Bill is about 50 years late and, therefore, I have 
much pleasure in supporting it a ~ ,  it stands. I con- 
sider that not only should these playing fields and 

crt. parks be established by the Government but I fzel 
that the example which has been set by some peopll: 
recently might be emulated by many other people 
who are large landowners in  the island; they shonld 
give up certain portions of their lands in some of 
the parishes  for this purpose and that, in itself, 
would, in my opinion, relieve the situation. If more 
persons could be found to give up portions of t h e i ~  
lands in the parishes for the establishment of playing 
fields, then the Vestries could make the necessary 
provision in their Estimates for the upkeep of those 
playing fields and parks. 

hlr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Deputy Speaker,- 

yc 
1 do not know whom the senior memDer for the Citj 
was anticipating when he made certain remarks l,z 
the course of his speech but I should like to say 
$hat while I agree, in principle, with this: Bill I 
would like to point OUL that I am agreing to it 
in  view of the fact that Sir John Mkude made 
a n  enquiry a few months ago into the system 
of local government and his report is being anxiously 
awaited. The senior mentber for the City talksd 
about this Bill being long overdue but I would never 
have agreed to i t  if Sir John Alaude had not made 
his enquiry because I could not agree to giving m o r ~  
authority to the Vestries with the preserqt restricted 
franchise. If there is anything in this island which 
is long overdue, i t  is the necessity for a change in 
the qualification for membership of the Vestries. 
This is the 20th Century but the qdification for 
membership of the Vestries is the same as it was in  
the Elizabethan era and suib  certain honour- 
able members. No honourable member could say 
that the institutions known as Vestries in  Barbados 
are definitely 20th century institutions; they are a 
relic of the Elizabethan era and we cannot be 1ivin.r 
in this age and carrying on with institutions whose 
outlook happen to be the same to-day as it was three 
hundred years ago. I quite agree that Local Author- 
ities should have power to do these thlnqs but it 
wrong in principle to give them mme power unless 
v011 are going to spread repr&wntation. I feel 
the Vestry system must be apprmhed  in  the right 
form. that is to say, at  the core of it, a t  the base of 
it. Ton must broaden it so as to bring in other 
neonle with other mints of view. ~ a t b ~ r  than th? 
olrl f o ~ v s  T V ~ ~  qit a t  these ~)arochial boerds and who<- 
only claim is that thev paxv tsves to the extent of $30 

rr/ DPT ann1~m. We kntow that ;v Sarhaaol; a tax of 
ner anmjm +o be a h l ~  tr, ~ e k  membemhip on a 

TTpqtrv. is m0l.e or l?.-, a prohibitive tax and in these 
m &ps we should not have invstitutions on which only 

;he smz..ll minority of the people can serve. A Vestry 
is an administrative body and not a legislative body 
such as the House of Assembly is and only people 
with a certain money qualification can have seats on 
it. Again, I would Like to know what is the alterna- 
tive to the disereQonary word "may." Now, ii the 
Vestries may do these things and they refuse to 
do them I would like to know what is the alernative. 
You are giving them the power to do these things 
and you should have some medium to act by if they 
refuse to do them. The senior member for St. 
Thomas has said that this Bill is purely permissive 
but if the Veslries refuse to do these thinm, we 
should not allow the expend'iture of large s u m  of 
money such as these are to be held up becau~e "A" 
,Vestry or "B" Vestry or "C" Vestry has refused 
to undertake these activities. Speaking for myself 
I believe that the Vestries are the appropriate 'bodies 
to deal with local matters, such as the establishment 
of playing fields, qarktq, markets, slaughter houses and 
so forLh but I say that when it comes to the playing 
fields and parks, I do not believe that they are the 
only groups of persons whom you can get to look after 
these things now. I feel that there are people in 
other sections of this community whom the Govern- 
ment could very well call upon to assist in the effect- 
ing of social improvements in this island. We have 
to encourage people who though they may not have 
high sounding titles, nevertheless, have the ability 
to do this work and i t  should be the policy of the 
Government to ask W many of such persons as possi- 
ble to assist in this work. I repeat that I regret 
very much that I have to vote for this Bill to-day 
in view of what I have said; but I do so, knowing 
that Sir John Maude has left this island to prepare 
hi., report on our .present system of local ,government. 
I should like to go on record as saying that I would 
not give any Vestry in this island any more power 
until that old Elizabethan system has been changed 
and made something fitting in the middle of the 
20th Century. 

Mr. SYMMONDS: I am glad to hear the hoa- 
ourable member who has just sat down say that he 
is not going to oppose this Bill to-day because I am 
one of those who feel that the maintenance of play- 
ing fields throughout the length and breadth of this 
island by local Governrdent out of Government funds 
is very long overdue. A11 of us who have the in- 
terests of the people at  heart know the part which 
games play, not only in producing healthy and sound 
bodies but also in character building, particularly the 
grand old game of cricket. I n  the parish of St. 
George which I have the honour to represent, I know 
that this is a very crying need. I n  the Ellerton dis- 
trict, the members of the Club in that district have 
been experiencing the greatest difficu ty, through thelr 
limited means, in obtaining a suitable playing field to 
enable them to enter the cricket competition and 
some of them spoke to me only a few nights ago, 
hoping that such a Bill as this would be sent to this 
House in the very near future. At present, the young 
men of another district in the same parish play upon a 
veritable precipice and through their love of the game 
they have been able to produce, during the local 
cricket season, at  least one century batsman. At St. 
George's Church, on the ground known as "George 
Park," keen young men, at  real sacrifice, provide 
themselves with bats and balls week after week, i n  
order to participate in the game of cricket; while at  
Drax Hall and St. Jude's and Charles Rowe Bridge, 
many of the young men who have attempted to form 
clubs in those districts in order to enter the local 
cricket competitions have been unable to participate 
in games because of the lack of finance to maintain 
playing fields. The establishment of playing fields, 
whether they are-to be used for cricket or football or 
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other games, is a very expensive business; they have I want to point out that i t  is the social duty of those 
to be managed by some responsible authority-and 1 persons who possess lands to see that they put a t  the I do not think there is any better authority to-day to disposal of the people, especially the workers* 
supervise the management of them than the Local 
Authorities. I want to say that there is very great 
need of a proper park in  the parish of St. George. 
The maintenance of parks and the necessary playing 
fields will entail the expenditure of a considerable sum 
sf money and I do not think that any better Author- 

who have slaved for them all these years, as much 
land as possible in order that these playing fields 
might be established. I n  the constituency which 
I have the honour to represent I am proud to say 
that there I, a t  lc?= c,nc proprietor ~ ~ h o  has ill- 
formed the senior ~nember for St. Thomas and my- 

itie, could Le established f01" tile maintellsnce of such 
playing fields and parks than the Vestries of the re- 
spective parishes who are already trained in  the 
adniinistr;ltioii of parochial affairs and the disbnr3e- 
ment of parochial funds. I t  is for that reason that 1 
want most heartily to support the passing of this 
Bill in its present form. I am one of those who look 
forward the day when a wider degree of represeu- 
tation on Vestries will be given to the general public 
but I also know that while the grass grows, the horse 
starves and the people of the country districts par- 
ticularly are looking forwsrd anxiously and hopefully 
to the passing of this Bill. 

CRAWF~RD entered the lIouse while Mr. 
SYMMONDS was speaking and took his seat. 

Mr. MAPP: I think that i t  will be unanimovs- 
ly agreed that this Bill provides a start towards 
obtaining for the bulk of the people of this island 
those social, cultural amenities which w2re so sadly 
lacking in the p a t .  It is true that when this quea- 

I eelf that he is willing to give land, if necessary free 
oi charge, for the establishment of a playing field. 
He is a liberal-rninded planter and I wish the same 
could be of the majority of ,.hose who have vast 
a,.eas land in this island. I hope that solne ex- 
pression of opinion would come from the other 
of this table, giving us some hope that there is solne 
liberal change of tfioug]i; n l d  not oAly a liberal $h- 
change of words. 1 oo no.: uaT.2 laiici 4 1111 sorry for 
that because if I had land I give practical 
expression of my liberality. I t  is absolutely neces- 
sary that land should be obtained as cheaply as pos- 
sible for the establishment of playing fields. Do not 
let the people have to pay fantastic sums for ameiii- 
ties with which they should have been provided long 
ago and which are absolutely necessary for their 
social advancement. 

Mr. WARD : I am not in favour of this Bill as 
it stands. Sir, I personally feel that a certaill degree 

tion of giving the Vestries power to administer play- l of hardship will be imposed on certain parishes if 
ing fields was first mooted, there were many serious 
pitfalls and many other questions, involved in that 
arrangement, which sprang to one's mind. The first, I 
think, is the absence, as other honourable meQ?bers 
have stressed, of wider representation on those bodies, 
especially the absence of ladia3 on those bodies, 
cause we must admit that when i t  comes to the super- 
vision of  laying fields and other community centres7 
the feminine hand is absolutely necessary and we do 
not have women playing as great a part as they 
in the provision of these social amenities for the peo- 
ple in this island. That is one serious obstacle. An- 
other obstacle is the fact that although these Vestries 
are composed for the most part of landowners ~ h o  
are fairly well off, yet it would be found. that they 
are llot so alive to their responsibilities and duties 
t o ~ ~ a r d s  the poor sections of the community as to sell 
land or place certain amenities at  the disposal of the 
administering bodies, so that the average ratepayer 
will not be overburdened for this purpose. That is 
another objection and I appeal to those members here 
present who would have some sway with persons ljuch 

to whom I refer to use their iafluenc3 to orercome, 
for the most part, this second serious obstacle in the 
way of providing social amenities for the people of 
this island. But on the other hand, when you take 
into account the fact that enquiry is at  Present Pro- 
ceeding into the Local Government in this Colony, 
when you take into account the fact that the people 
are suffering to a great degree from the lack such 
amenities as will be provided when these playing fields 
are ~1"operly established, you take question 

a these things, I think that i t  is very pressing that we 
temporize and allow the local bodies to administer 
these playing fields. As I have said, we are not satis- 
fied with the local set-up as it is at  present; me are 
not satisfied that they are the best bodies to adminis- 
ter these playing fields; but when we take into con- 
sideration the fact that these amenities are necessary, 
I think we can well strike a happy medium and agree 
to this Bill to-day with the minimum of delay. Yet I 
think i t  my duty-and i t  should be the duty ,of other 
honourable members - not to fall into the trap of 
thinking that if we pass this Bill everything will be 
easy going after that. We have been told that the 
initial capital expenditure and a great portion of the 
recurrent expenditure in connection with these play- 
i n g  fields will come out of the Labour Welfare Fund 
which has been established under tlie Sugar Industry 
(Rehabilitation, Stabilization and Welfare) Act; but 

they were burdened with the maintenance of play- 
l ing  fields. I feel that if the Government really 

means to do something for the people i n  this respect, 
it should not leave it to the Vestriesi to say whether 
they would or would not undertake the upkeep of 
playing fields. I t  is no good g i ~ n g  people playing 
fields and l ~ o t  maintaining them. m T e  all inslallce 
of a playing field which was given in the parish of 
St. Philip and which was allowed to run to ruin. 
If we are going to adopt the system of establishing 
playing fields and leave it to the to say 
whether they sill or will not supervise them, thell 
we may as well not establish them. Everyone 
that money has been collected from the sugar illdustry 

a Fe l fare  Fund which is nearly S10,000 
t 3 -da~  and UP to the present moment nothing has 
been done with that money. It seems to me pretty 
unfair to be taking 10/- per ton from people who 
Pay taxes ifi the parishes and then to tupn around 
afid tax those same persons again to maintain play- 
ing fields. s i r ,  another thing which must be borne 
in mind is that only a few people in the several 
parishes pay taxes. Taxes are paid by  landowners 
and other people who do a certain amount of trade in 
the parishes and in my opinion, i t  \muid not be 
fair to those some people to add to their taxation for 
the upkeep of playing fields which are for the benefit 
of the whole island. I feel :hat the expense of main- 
taining thebe playing fields should be borne by the 
 GO^^^^^^^^. ~f r e  estak,liah these playing fields, I 
feel that we should give them the best so 
that the comnlmlity could the best resul;s from 
them. If thel, are run in a hirlf-wsv 
people ~vould not be attracted to then1 nor would 

get the amenities which they ~ h o u l d  obtain from 
them. The honour~'b1e inember who spolie just before 

would not know but there are person., in some of 
the parishes who have given playing fields to provide 
recreaiioll for  the people ; it is not true, as he cays, 
that no playing field? have beell give11 by p e ~ p l e  
in the pariqhes. As I said before, I would be glad to see 
these playing fields established but  i t  is no use estab- 
lishing them and then leaving them to be maintained 
by the Vestries. There are some parishes which are 
so poor that they rannot even smtain the paupers 
of their respective parishes. If these playing field- 
are to be island wide, it is the Gov'ernment's respon- 
sibility to keep them going. On bankholidays, we see 
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people going from one playing field to another. Thls 
is not a local matter ; it is an island-wide undertaking 

F for the benefit of the community and should be an 
encouragement to people to go from one part of the 
island to another part and exchange ideas. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: There are other hon- 
ourable members who want to speak on this subject 
and inamnuch as it is after 2 p.m., this House stands 
adjourned until 2.46 p.m. in accordance with Rule 

.F 40 (a).  
REPLIES LAID. 

On re-assembling, 
Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,-I beg 

to lay on the Table of the House the raply to 
question No. 70 standing in the name of the honour- 
able senior member for St. Peter; the replies to 
questions No. 80 standing in the name of Your 
Honour; and the repaes to questions No. 83 also 
standing in the name of Your Honour. 

There being no objection, leave was granted 
the honourable member to make the motion. 

Dr. CUMD6INS: I beg to move that Rule 61 
(a) be now suspended. 

Mr. B~ACKMAN seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

VESTRIES (&MENDMEiNT) BILL 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When the House 
adjourned for lunch honourable members were dis- 
c k n g  the second reading of a Bill to amend the 
Vestries Act, 1911 (1911-5). The honourable senior 
member for St. Lucy was speaking. 

Mr. WARD did not continue to speak. 
I@r. GALEl : I think that all honourable members 

will vote for this Bill. I do not see any danger in 
connection with i t ;  this Bill asks that d th%e are 
playing fields in any particular district, the Authori- 
ties who should look after them should be the 

APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEE I Vestries. .,/In the case of St. Michael the Vestry will 
also look after the markets. A11 over the world 

'W. Dr. CUMMINS : Ear!ier in the day I intimated playing fields, public recreational grounds, parks and 
that I would ask leave to move for the appointment 1 so on are looked after by the Mynioipal Authorities 
of a Select Committee to consider IVlessage No. 31 of 
1948 from His Excellency the G-overnor. I now ask 
leave to move for the appointment of that CommiW. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What was the sub- 
ject matter of that M q e ?  

Dr. CUMMINS: It; deals with the application 
to Barbados of the Economic Agreement between the 
Governments of the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America. 

Them being no objection the honourable 
member was gralited leave to make the motion. 

' 'k Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that a Seleat 
Committee be appointed to consider and prepare a 
Draft Reply to Message No. 31 of 1948 from His 
Excellency the Governor on the subject of the appli- 
cation to Barbados d the Economic Agreement 
between the Governments of the Uniited Kingdom a n d  
the United States of America. 

Mr. BLACKMAN s,eaonded the motion which wss 
a p e d  to. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPIEAKER: Subject to the 
approval of the House, I nominate the following 
members to constitute the personnel of that Select 

a Committee:-The honourable junior member for St. 
James (MT. WilEnson), %he honourable junior 
member for St. MichaeZ (MP. Gale), the lionourable 
senior member for the City (Mr. Mottley), the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. John (Mr. Black-), 
the honourabe junior member for the City (%. 
Lewis), the hanoumbe junior member for St. Thogzas 
(Mr. Mapp) and the honourable junior member for 
St. George (Mr. Symmonds). 

Mr. WILHIN"SON : I am not refusing to Serve 
as a member of this Cormnittee, but I would like. to 

v' 
p i n t  out that I see very little chance of dealing 
with a complicated question like this in. the &o?t 

- ,  time we have before the end of the msslon. It 
no small matter, with which we have to deal. If 
honourable mem,bers can get together and dim- the 
matter I am quite +Jling for that to be done but I 
warn honourable members that this matter a V e V  
difficult one to be dealt with before the sewon ends. 

m. DEPUTP S P E A ~ :  I trust that hen- 
ourable members of the BeIect lCommittee will do 
their best iin the circumstances. 

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (a) 
-9' 

D ~ .  C U M M I ~  : I a leave to move for the 
suspension of Rule 61 (a) in order continue 
GFOvelll~aent Businem. 

and I do not we why there 8hould be any exception 
here. For instance, the Vestry aE St. Michael has 
been looking after the only recreational place which 
we have in Barbados, that is Queen's Park, since the 
place waa made into a Park and if other parishes have 
smaIl parks and playing fields I think that 5 t  is the 
duty of the focal Authorities to look after these parks 
and playing fields and maintain them. There is 
some fear that people will have to be v e q  highly 
taxed so that these parks and playing fie ds can be 
maintained, but I have no qualms of conscience as 
far as that is concerned. A certain amount of 
expenditure will be required so as to keep up these 
places but it will not be any enormous amount. The 
parks and playing fields in the cow*ry districts will 
nut be of the size of Queen's Park; they will be small 
areas and I do not see that it will wst any tremendous 
amount to keep them in order ; so as to be a 
burden to the taxpayers. For instance, there is a 
playing field in  St. Philip and under this Bill the 
Vestry of that parish can have the power to take it 
over and  rut^ it. If there am any other playing 
fields the V8&rg can take them over and run them. 
At present thee  is no authority for anyhdy to 
take over these places and run them. These places 
spring up haphatadly; in some cases the sub$crip- 
t ion~ are not as large as they should be and so thew 
places are not maintained. I am therefore suppodng 
this Bill. 

Mr. GARNER: . I do not see why all honourable 
members should not vote for this Bill. This is a 
Bill which, to mp tnind, is long overdue. Standing 
in my name on the O~der  Paper k an eidarew to His 
Excellency the Covernor relating to recreational 
centres or playing fields throughout the island; 
therefore this is a step forward. I have heard a 
few remarks against this Bill which really cannot 
stand the light of day. It makes no difference as to 
what expendibe we have to incm locally or othe-se 
in order to see that the children df tEe poor classes 
have somewhere where they can have theG gamer 
so that they can keecp ofE &e etreets which are used 
,by motor vehicles and other t d o .  This in itself 
h something to be enconraged. gpeaEng on behaIf 
of mv Vestrv. we have a ~ ~ r o v e d  this Bill ; we answer- 
ed tge enquiry very fav'o&ably when we were ,inter- 
viewed in connection with the matter. Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, those people who say h t  this Bill will work 
a hardship on the taxpayers of the variouq parishes 
are forgetking that this a social measure and as 
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such whoever owns the wealth of the island must 
help to bear the burdens of the masses in each parish. 
I share that view ; if you have to tax those who control 
the wealth in the vaxious parishes and they are not 
satisfied with that, they will have to do somethrlng else. 
So long as you have people who are moving, forward 
progremively, so long as you have conscientious 
peolple who will look after the interest of the masses, 
those who own the wealth of the parishes will have 
to ble taxed locally or otherwise. I therefore do not 
share the view that this matter will be a burden to the 
taxpayers. On the other hand, I can see the Labour 
Welfare Fund which is now being set aside being 
used to implement some of this work. I do not see 
that it will require any large amount to run a park 
in each parish. I n  St. Philip we have the King 
(Xeorge V Memorial Park ; that place is not a b l u t e l y  
abandoned but i t  is in the hands of the Liquidators 
and we are hoping soon to see it through. We intend 
to run it through this Bill ; it is no fault of ours that 
the place is in the hands of the Liquidators; the 
Committee which was in charge of the Park could 
not run i t  and I am sure that when the Park comes 
under the jurisdiction of the Vestry of the parish 
it will be run properly. I am sure that no progrea- 
sive-minded person sitting around this Table will 
vote against this Bill because we owe recreational 
grounds to the children in the various parishes. It 
will gratify one's heart to see the children playing 
in the schutes and so on in the .parks. To deny the 
children these things is a crime. Whatever amount 
of money it costs, there shonld be times when children 
can meet each other for physical exercise and picnick- 
ing. I do not think i t  is fair to deny the children 
this sport. I do not anticipate that every parit& 
will have a park of quite the size of that which W$ 

have in St. Philip ; everybody knows that some of the 
parks will be very much smaller than that. Every- 
body also knows that :ricket is the national game 
and while some parks mll be larger than others there 
should be in every parish a cricket field W that the 
boys can play th&r cricket and exercise themselves 
with clean sport. Probably if we had more parks 
we would have less gambling dens and social vices. 
I am sure that the parks can take a lot of boys and 
girls away from the streets and offer them some useful 
recreation. I am strongly in support of this Bill 
I will recommend it to  anybody. The Vestry of St. 
Philip lays a rate to the extent of the rental charged 
for the Ehg Beorge Park so that this is really nothing 
new. I am hoping that every honourable member 
of this House will vote \for this Bill. An honourable 
member has said sotto voce that what we were doing 
in St. Philip was illegal; but we can give grants to 
any extent provided that thej. are for doing social 
vork. The law for that is there; there is nothing 
illegal about it. So long as I am a member of the 
Vestry of St. Philip I will see that these things are 
carried out. I say that this Bill doe15 not need to 
be looked at tw'ice and there is no need for any 
hesitancy in agreeing to it. In  certain districts the 
children have nowhere to play and they play in or 
very near to the streets and they are in danger of 
being knocked down by tr&c. I beseech honourable 
members not to stand in the way of this Bill but see 
that it is passed so that we can take the children off 
the streets and put them in the parks. 

Mr. H-USBANDS : Like mgst honourable >mPm- 
bers who have s~oken  I hail the motives behind this 
Bill: like the honourable junior rnemher for St. 
Georee, 1 know how much playing fields mean to the1 
~011th of this colonv. I have associated myself with 
the handrling of school teams with the idea of nro- 
moth3 inter-school qatehas. and I know that in 
the parish from which I have come very often we 
haw had difficulty in getting grounds where our 

youths both male and female could not get smt.where 
for carrying on out-aoor sports. Most of us know 
that in the past some provision hasl 'been made for out "b door sports so that people could regale and exercise 
themselves, to the personal advantage of those who 
made i t  sometimes, but out-door activities have been 
provided by people of big xn,inds. A few of the 
upper t e r n  have at  times graciously put at the disposal 
of youth certain are% of land, but 1 do not think that 
a community like Barbados should content itself with 
having its youth served only by patrons. We do 
appreciate gracious acts by people but I do feel that 
we should move, from the realm of patronage to a 
mare appreciable and respectable line of action. 'l'hat 
i;r why I do appreciate this amendment to the Vestries 
Act W far a it allows provision to be made, for public 
placw for the youth of this island. Like other hon- 
ourable members I express the opinion that the type 
of person who has served on the Vestries in the past 
is not the ideal type of person to manage these places 
for reasoas which are well known to honourable 
members; and to use the wor& of the honourable 
junior member for St. Thomas I would temporis? and 
allow it  to be so for now. Alongside of that I would 
e x p r w  the wish that times will changp and men will 
change with them. I therefore have much pleasure in 
adding my quota on the side of those who have 
spoken in favour of this amendment. I think it was 
most unfortunate to hear the remarks of the honour- 
able senior member for St. Lucy; hera we are ap- 
proaching something bigger than what has formerly 
obtained and he wants to pin us dawn to saying that 
those who pay rates will have greater expew.  I 
think that is rather parsimoniow and it is most un- 
fortunate that _this debate should have been marred 
by an expression of that nature. I should like to 
say as regards Queen's Park that this Park is in the 
parish of St. Michael and people from St. Lucy and 
from all over the island come to t h k  Park and amuse 
themselves at  the1 expense of the ratepayers of St. 
Michael. I think that the honourable senior member 
for St. Lucy was most ungenerow and it would have 
been better if those remarks had not been made. There 
is no fear as far  as the maintenance of these playing 
Eel& is concerned when we consider the1 type of in- 
dividuals who are going to be served by this Bill. 
We know that these individuak are the type of 
individuals who will prelpare these places in their 
own time and, by the sweat of their brow, will make 
them fit. I feel that proper and sensible regulations 
should be enforced on these local bodies in order that 
these playing fields may serve the purpose for which 
they are intended. I fee$, like honourable members, 
that this amendment is overdue. There k just one 
thing more; I have been told that the1 money which 
is to 'be used in carrying out these provisions is 
coming out of the Labour Wlelfare h d .  When we 
speak of this Fund we understand that it concems 
those who have laboured for the mgar industry and 
hear I might express my fear; I hope at  no future 
time after these' playing fields have been established 
that priority will be given to other sportsmen who 
do not appear to be s.ympathetic with t,hat sort of 
individual-I mean the agricultural labourer. 
(Cheers). 

Mr. POSTER: m i l e  I appreciate the fact 
that these playing fields are very necessary, I also 
feel that this expenditure and the recurrent ecxpendi- 
ture should be borne by the Government. I am speak- 
ing with 25 years' experience as a Vestryman. I am 
not speaking about myself because I consider myself 
as a big taxpayer. but when the small taxpayers re- 
ceive their tax 'b'ills eveil-g year they ask for remit- 
tances. I am sure that my collea,me wiU bear me out 
that up to this v e v  year there mere about 100 
applications for tax relief received. I am not opposing 4 
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$his Bill because lit wi 1 help youth. I mill take a leaf 
from the book of the honourable junior member for 

Peter who has spoke? about St. Michael as an 
example. I think it is unfair, however, to take 
St. kchael or Christ Church asi an example since they 
collect more revenue] than the other pardes.  Parishes 
like St. Lucy and St. Andrew collect little or nothing 
from the land and I am bound to admit that the 
small landowners are unable to pay their taxes. For 
that reason I am sayilg; that this expenditure should 
be borne by the Government. I hope that the W- 
ernment will @e,,jts way to send down a further 
amendment to th$ Act so that thely can take over thi8 
expenditure. AS the matter now 'stands, it is very 
potential; the Bill says that the Vestry may do so, 
and so. St. Michael and Christ Church are two 
wealthy parishes but I am sure that no other parish 
will support this matter in the potential way in 
which it stands. Anyway, I am supporting this Bill 
but I hope that in the future the Government will 
,bear both the expenditure'and the recurrent expendk- 
tul:e which will be entailed by this Bill. 

Mr. CRBWFORD : Lf there are things which are 
very necessary in this island but which, are compic- 
uous by their ahnce ,  there are recreational centres 
for the large m* of children throughout the island. 
I t  is impossible to drive through any major village 
in this colony, or even thr9ugh a sm,all village on any 
day of the week Cithout kding large numbers of 
children playing in the road because of the fact that 
there are no recreational centres provided where these 
children could amuse themsedves. I envisage that 
in the present proposals more than one playing field 
will be established in the v a r i o ~  @rishes throughout 
the colony. I am not concerned about the question 
of finance because I have the impression that the 
greater part of the fun& for providing and main- 
taihing these recreational centres will come from the 
Labour Welfare Fund. The Bill before us says that 
the Vestry shall have power to provide, maintain or 
manage playing fields, parks, open spaces or other 
places of public resort or recreation for the use of 
the public; and to establish, maintain, manage, super- 
vise or regulate other things like! public markets 
which are also necessary for the convenience of the 
public. I take it that this Bill is before us more for 
the1 purpose of legally authorming the Vestries to par- 
ticipate in the manageme~t or exclusively to manage 
these playing fields, rather than to suggest that 
the Vestries thewelves shall be compelled by law 
to establish and maintain thwe recreational centres in 
the various parishes, The question of the provkion of 
additional playing fiedds in this colony has been urged 
on the floor of this House for the past six years, and 
even in 1942-1944 when suggestions were made from 
time to time by other honourable members and myself 
with regard to this matter, at no time did we suggest 
that the Vestries should be called upon to bear ex- 
clusively the cost of providing or maintaining these 
playing fields. In  those days I am sure, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, you will recall that my suggestion was that 
in respect of the cess of 2/- per ton on sugar produced 
in the Colony, which the Royal Commission recom- 
mended should Tie levied, a part of that cess should be 
use,d to establish and maintain these playing fields. 
In  those days the Qovernment refused to adopt the 
sane suggestion made by the Royal Commision al- 
though they were told that other West Indian Colonies 
notably Jamaica, and I think St. Kitts, were prepared 
to implement the recommendation of the Royal 
Commission. The result was that we neither got the 
cess for providing the playing fields not for providing 
any of the other qocial amenities which the Royal 
Commisison recommended in its Report. With the 

pmoney provided from the Labour Welfare Levy of 

10/- per ton of slugar produced in the colony lt is 
poaslule for the Government to proviae the necessary 
unance where necessary for the estabbshment and 
maintenance of playing fields throughout the ~dand.  
1 interpret the present Bill as merely an instrument ' 
authormng the Vestries to control these playing 
fields if and when they are established by the Liovern- 
ment out of the Labour Welfare Fund. At the 
moment whether the Vestries which can afford to 
provide these playing fields were to estabhsh them or 

I whether the Central Government were to establish 
them out of the Labour Welfare Fund, there is in 
thk island no authority for runnlng these playing 
fields. Your Honour will recall that in June or July 
this year I asked the Government to take steps to 
restore the playing field in St. Philip. at the very 
earliest possible da;te. As a matter of fact, the 
question read as follow@:- 

"In view of the fact that playing fields or recre- 
ational centres for the masses of the people are con- 
spicious by their absence, will the Government take 
steps to ensure that the K. G. V. M. Park, St. Philip, 
be restored at the earliest possible date, as a rural 
playing field and recreational centre, thereby enabling 

I the people of the parish and of the island once agpin 
to enjoy the amenities whicff it provided?" 

The Government replied in August, I think, and 
in that reply they emphasized that there was no 
proper body, either local Government or otherwise, 
which could provide, maintain or manage playing 
fields, parks, open spaces or other places of public 
reson; and that the only slolution to the problem 
was to send down legislation to the House giving the 
necessary authority to some recognised public body. 
I take it that this Bill is the answer, so to speak, to 
the whole problem. As we know, Barbados Welfare 
Limited used to be responsible during the latter 
years of its existence for the K. G. V. M. Park and 
that Institution went into bankruptcy and i t  assets 
were placed in the hands of the Receivers. Even 
if the Park had been restored, and of course it should 
have been restored, the question would have been: 
Who would be responsible for its administration? In 
answer to my question the Government said that there 
was no proper body which could be responsible for 
the maintenance or management of the Park unless 
legislation had been passed conferring on some local 
body the power to provide, maintain or manage these 
places and that is what this Bill seeks to do. This 
Bill gives power to the Vestries, power which they 
do not now have, to be responsible for the running 
of these recreational centres, and under the Bill 
it is entirely a matter for any Vestry to say that they 
are going to levy a rate for this purpose. If any 
honourable member think that under this Biu the 
Vestries are compelled to provide any playing fields 
he is mistaken, because they are not corn elled to 
do so. I can foresee that very few Vestries W$ provide 
these playing fields under this Bill and the only 
way in which the public will get t h m  is if the 
Central Government makes funds available to the 
Vestries out of the Labour Welfare Fund so as to 
establish these playing fields. There can therefore 
be no reasonable objection to the Bill by any vestry- 
man or landowner who feeb that its passage may 
result in an increased rate being levied on his land 
because the Vestries are not compelled to provide 
these playing fields. I repeat ; we will get these play- 
ing fields if the Government gives the money from 
the Labour Welfare Fund to p~ovide them, and if 
the Bill is passed to enable the proper authority to 
be set up so as to administer them. 

Dr. CTMMINS : In reply I just want to allay 
the fears of those honourable memljers who feel that 
the parochial rates may be increased in order to 
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provide and maintain these playing fields. This Bill 
m really an amendment to the Vestries Act, which 
will give these local Authorities permission, if they 
so dasire, to provide and maintain these playing fields. 
This Bill is to be followed by two other Bills. This 
Bill also seeks to give ;the Vestries power to estab- 
dish market and, as I say, two other Bills will 
follow it. There will be a Bill empowering the 
Vestries to provide playing fields and other social 
amenities and Clause 6 of that Bill says that all 
expenses incurred by the Vwtries shall be defrayed 
out of the moneys  aya able to the Governor-in-~xecu- 
tive Committee from the Labour Welfare -d. I 
think that the fears of honourable members will now 
,be allayed. 

The question that this Bill be1 now read a second 
time was pu.t and rmlved in the dnaa t ive  without 
&vision. 

ACTING CHAIRMBN O F  COMMITTEES 

M,-. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before the honour- 
introducer proceeh with his motion that the 

HOW go i n b  Committee on this Bill, I should 
like to say that the Chairman of Committees is un- 
avoidably absent and an Acting; Chairman of Commit. 
tees will have to ;be appointed. 

Dr. c ~ I N S :  I was about mention that 
the Chirman of Cornittees had to attend a funeral 
this afternoon and that mmeone would have to be 
appointed to act Chairman of Committees. I beg 
to move that the honourable junior member for St. 
Thornas be Chairman of Committees for the remaind- 
er of to-day's session. 

(b) to establish, maintain, manage, 
super- or regplate public 
markets or alaughter-honses: Pro- 
vided that the ;9t. W ~ h a e l ' ~  Vestry 
&a& not, except with the approval 
of the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee, exercise any powers unde~  
t h s  paragraph with respect to any 
rmarket or slaughter-house estab- 
lished within tbe city of Bridgetown 
at the commencement of thls Act; 

(c) to exercise such other powers and 
undertake such &her duties and 
function, as the Legi~lature may, 
from time to time, approve by 
special resolution. 

(2) A Vestry shall have power to do such 
things and employ such persons as may be requisite 
for giving effect to the provisiom of this section in- 
cluding the Power to lay rates in accordance with the 
provhions of the principal Act. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Clause 2 
stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. BUCKMAN: I 'beg to second that. 
Mr. W W :  Before the que8tim is put. I 

Want to say that I regreet that the information which 
has just been given by the honourable member in 
charge of the Bill was not given earlier in the day. 
MY whole contention earlier today was that the 
Vestry &odd not lay rates so that the -payem 
would have to bear the burden of the maintenance of 
these playing fields. I never against the pro- 
vision of these playing fields; what I contended was 

1 that the maintenance of these playing fields should 
&fr. m o g a a a ~  seconded the motion which was 

agreed to. 
On the motion of Da. CUM-S, seconded by Mr. 

~ O K M A N ,  *. D ~ ~ u r n  SPEAKER left the Chair and 
the House went into Committee on the Bill. Mr. MAPP 
being in the Chair. 

Clauw a,, the title Clause, was being read when, 
at 3.30 o$clock, Mr. DWTP SPEAKER took the Chair 
and stated that it W% now time for the consideration 
of Private Members' Business. 

SUSPENSION O F  RULE 61 (B) 

Dr. CUMMINS: I ask leave to move the SUS- 

pension of m e  61 (b) in order to finish this Bill. 
There being no objection, the honourable mem- 

ber was granted leave to make the motion. 
Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (b) 

be now suspended. 
Mr. BLACKMAN seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. I * 1 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: m e n  the time for 
Private Members' Busin- arrived, the House had 
just gone into Committee on the Bill to amend the 
Vestrim Act. 

_. 
VESTRIES (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and the House 
resumed Committee on the Bill, Mr. MAPP being in the 
Chair. 

Clause 1 W*, read and passed. 
Clause 2 was read as follows:- 
2. (1) In addition to the powew conferred upon 

a Ve&try by the principal Act or any other enact- 
ment, a Vestry shall have power- 

(a) to provide, maintain or manage 
playing fields, parks, open spaces or 
other places of public resort or 
recreation for the use of the 
public ; 

be borne by the: GtoverIunent out of the Labour 
Welfare Fund. I am quite willing now to accept the 
Bill in ih Present form having regard to the remarks 
which the h~nourable introducer h&, just made. I 
feel that the Government should maintain these play- 
ing fields and not put that expense on the Vestries. 
Some parishes are very Poor and in my opinion 
it W@ a bad policy to have a playing field and not be 

to maintain it. That would only be fooling pea- 
~ l e  that You have given them something when it 
cannot be maintained. 

Mr. F'. L. WALCOTT: I should like to point 
out that the money in respect of the Labour Welfare 
Fund can only be used for capital expenditure; it 
cannot be used for recurrent cmts unless, the necessary 
change is made. 1 do not agree with the honourable 
senior member for St. Lucy a s  to the maintenance 
of these playing fields; I feel that it is the duty 
of local bodies to look after the maintenance of any- 
thing which is in their area. Queen',s Park, for 
instance, is not even maintained by the St. Michael's 
Vestry; the Police and Spartan Cricket Club& pay 
their ground3men for keeping the ground in order 
there while the other part of the Pank is maintained 
by the V w t r ~ .  Whoever wants to we the grounds 
of Queen's Park has to pay a fee for the use of them, 
and YOU will fhd that in the variow parishes there 
are sdcient  clubs which can pay a nominal fee for 
the maintenance of the grounds. We will be making 
a sad mistake if we provide these playing fields for 
people and do not ask them to pay a small fee towards 
the maintenance of these playing fields. There are 
those who enjoy facilities in various place9 and they 
Pay something for the use of them. I feel that people 
should be asked to Pay somethino for the maintenace 
of these playing fields even if it is 3d. a week or some 

fee- 
Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable senior 

member for St. Lucy has explained that his ob,jection 
the Bill was made 'b'ecauise of the fact that ;the 

honourable member in charg~ of the Bill had not 
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explained in the first place what he explained Iater. 
I only mention ihat as a reminder to the Committee. 

F Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I am only saying that 
that h h u r  Welfare Fund can only be used for 
eapital expenditure and not for recurrent costs. In  
each local area we have sjuacient people who can 
pay for the running of these playing fields which we 
want to starb; and the cost of the upkeep of suah 
playing fields will not be very great,. 

The que~tion that Clause 2 stand part .of the 
Bill was put and resolved in the aflrmative without 
division. 

Clause 8 was read and passed. 
On the motion of Dr. CUMWB, seconded by Mr. 

BLACKMAN, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the 
Bill in Committee. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER resumed the Chair and 
reported aceurclingly, 

On motions of DR. CUMMINS, seconded by Mr. 
BLACKMAN in each c=, the Bill was read a third 
time and passed. 

RSVERSION TO PRIVATE MBIMBERS' 
BOWNESS 

Mr. DEPUTY SPJ3AKER: The Government 
Busheas for which the M e  was suspended having 
been concluded, thk Bdnse will now revert to Private 
Members' Busiqess. 

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60 

Mr. MOTTGEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker,-I ask 
Leave to move the swpension of Rule 60 for the 
purpose of dealing with Order No. 88 on the Order 
Paper as the M Order of the Day under Private 
Members' Busibess. That Orde~  is a Bill atltaorising 
the St. Michael VeMry to raise a loan for the pur- 
pose of purchasing &itable sites in the parish and 
erecting public  lava..^& and communal latrines. I t  
must be appreekted that this. Baase has ody  a few 
days now 'in whielr-fo do its bttsihw and we want to 
facilitate the Govemident id getthg through with, as 
much busineaa, as possible. This is a mattem whwh 
is in connection mth local Government; if this BiU 
is not dealt with during this session it will eztWil' 
unne4cessary expenditape in having to advertise it all 

ain before it can be brought before the House. 
I am t e d r e  asking leave to move the swpension OF Over T 
the Rule. 

There being no ob.iection, the honourable member 
was q m k d  leave to make the motion. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that Rule 60 
he now suspended in order to proceed with Order 
No. $8 as the first Order of the Day under Private 
Membkrs' Businem. 

Mr. G m  mconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

ST. MICHAELyS PARJSH LOAN BILL 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The frst  Order of 
the Day u n d e ~  Privab Members7 Business stands in 
the name of the honourable senior member for the 
City :-Second reading of a Bill to authorise the 
Vestry of the Parish of Saint Miehael to rake. a loan 
for the purpose of purchasing suitable sites in the 
said parish and of erecting thereon public lavatories 
and communal latrines. 

Mr. MOTTLE'Y : In moving the second reading 
of this Bill I think it is hardly necessary to elaborate 
on it. Obviously honourable members have read the 
petition and the Bill and they have seen the aims and 
objects of the Bill. The only thing I can add to what 
is set out in the Bill is that it is very necesbary to have 
these baths and latrines. I t  might appear to honour- 
able members that the Vestry have asked for this large 

p- amount of £12,000 on this occasion, kut it does not 

mean that they will borrow this amount of money at 
one time. The idea is to get permission to borrow 
this money so that over a period of one, two or three 
years the;y will erect these baths and latrines; and 
they will borrow only the amount of money which is 
needed in each year. There is the necessity for the 
erection of these sanitary conveniences in the City 
areas as has been urged on the  commissioner,^ of 
Health of St. Michael, and this Bill seeks to give the 
Vestry the authority to raise this loan for the pur- 
pose. I have much pleasure in moving that this Bill 
be now read a ,second time. 

Mr. GALE : I beg to second that. 
Mr. MAPP : T h i ~  is another of those Bills to pro- 

vide what the hon. mover callb very neceeary social 
amenities, but I notice in some corre~pondence in the 
Press recently that adcording to statistios the number 
of people who are actud$y usiag these amenities in 
St. Michael have decreased considerably in recent 
years. That would give rise to some very noteworthy 
considerations and one of those considel'ations is that 
obviously, under 20th century standards of living. 
people would prefer to use individual baths and 
latrines rathey than communal baths and latrines. I 
would like the hon. member in charge of the Bill to 
tell us if it is true that the number of people who use 
these baths and latrines have deereased c~nsiderably 
'in the metrqmlltan ~pacI8h. IQ that is true I think 
thati the boa member should bear that in mind and 
it should not be the endeavour so mtloh' to make a 
splash of these things, but mtber to see if the statistics 
really indicate that $he pub% desire individua3. baths 
and latrines rather than co~munal b t b s  and latrines ; 
and if this expenditure Ic really justifid. A sensible 
suggestion has been made a d  I a& this qaB%'tion 
bin&rely. 

Mr. MOTmEY : With ' Your Honour's pemis- 
&ion I would prefer to hear any other hsn. member 
who wants to ask anything fur8her.h connection with 
this Bill before I reply. 

M@. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Does any other hon. 
member want to speak on t b  Bill before the hon. 
member makes hie reply? 

Mr. SYMMO1Nlh43I: Tbh is one of those Bills 
which need no specid comment. There is a crying 
need in this community foir th& ahnenities which it is 
sought to provide thrbagh the passing of this Bill, 
and there ought to be a greater number of Bills of 
this nature coming from the Vestries of the various 
parishes throughout the island. All of us are aware 
that with regard to the labwiring people in the 
country districts as well as  in Bridgetown, the 
facilities for having ghower baths are totally absent 
because, in the first place, in many dBtriets there is 
no supply of water at all and even when there is an 
available supply of water the poverty of the people 
prevents the& from being able to install the necessary 
water services with which to obtain desirable sanitary 
amenities. I t  is known that many people in the 
country districts and even in St. Michael have no 
bathing facilities; as a matter of fact I have been told 
that in the Jackson district people have .had to stop 
by the wayside while carrying water fop drinking 
purposes and take a bath in the canes. I say that 
that is a reproaeh to any community such as this. 
The Vestry of St. Miehael, by bringing forward Bills 
such as this through one of its members, is setting an 
example which I hope that the Vestry of St. George 
and others will soon emulate. I hope that there will 
be no further dissenting voices in connection with 
this Bill. 

Mr. F. L. WALCIOTT: I, too, want some in- 
formation from the hon. member in dharge of this Bill. 
I am in favour of providing these amenities because 
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what the hon. sepior member for-the City is doing 
that he will go up there and tell the sleeping Vestry 

" l ADIDRESS RE UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF 

to send ux, something. so that thev mav get some of WORKS. 

they are necessary; but it has been drawn to my 
attention that there are a lot of people who own large 
areas of land and they m refusing to sell the various 
bits where the Commissioners of Health of St. Michael 
want to erect these baths and latrines on the ground 
that the land would be depreciated in value. I should 
like to know from the hon. member if that statement 
is correct. If that is so, them will be a lot of diffi- 
culties encountered, because in spite of getting this 
permission here they will find that they cannot erect 
these baths and latrines in places which they feel are 
suitable for them. I t  might also be a question of 
amending the Compulsory (Powers) Land Act. I '  
you are putting baths and latrines to serve peoplc, 
say at 'Eagle Hall or Tweedside Road, you do not want 

put them where they cannot be found. If you get 
resistance from people who own land I would like to 
know what can be done in the matter. 

Mr. FOSTER: This is a very essential Bill and 
I do not think that we should hold it up. I make bold 
h say that the people in my parish are thirsting for 
water a d  I appeal to hon. members to pass this Bill 
80 that the parishioners of St. Michael can have their 
baths. 

Mr. C;AWER: I sm surprised to hear that this 
Bill is a splash when each and everyone of us should 
know that a Bill of this natwe cannot come before 
this House unless 16 men who form the Vestry of St. 
Michael have approved it. This is no splash by any 
individual member; not very Long ago we p a ~ d  a 
simJlar Bill in respect of iSt. Andrew and we sup- 
ported it strongly. As a matter of fact, a Bill such 
as this shauld have come from the Government; but , 

if the Goverment does not see fit to bring forward 
such a Bill and the Vestry of St. Michael is setting 
an example, I see no reason why hon. mmbers s h d d  
not support i t  wholeheartedly. Hon. members know 
that in some distrids, i$ie people have no sanitary 
arrangements and this Bill is certainly a means of 
helping these people (A MEMBER: m o  said nat?) 
This is not a question of politics; this is social legis- 
lation and it is absolutely essential. With our stand- 
ards of living so lw where sanitation is concerned, 
I would have thought that the junior member for St. 
Thomas would have been advwatisg that the parish 
of St. Thmm be supplied with some of these baths 
and latrinm tomorrow morning. (Laughter). Instead 
of the boys and girls having to expose themselves in 
the canefields they would have somewhere to got and 
,enjoy their bath. Some people forget what they 
should really do to help their constituencies; I speak 
very humbly, not because I have any fear on this 

but if I hme the honour to be returned to this 
House I am going to bring forward a lot of these Bills 
because St. Philip needs these amenities. Some 
people have no sanitary arrangements; they have 
nowhere to take a bath. These amenities should be 
provided in every parish, and I hope that the hon. 
junior member fol~ St. Thomas will be so ins~ired bv . 

these amGnities fog the people. (6aGghter and 
Cheers). 

MY. MOTTLEY: It is true that we do see a lot 
of lettew in the Press but everything we see in the 
Press we cannot say that it is true. I saw in the 
Press the statement which has been referred to by the 
hon. junior member for St. Thornas and in one of the 
Committees on which I have the honour to serve, we 
Rooked into the matter very carefully and we dis- 
covered that in one district particularly the per- 
centage of people who use the bath went down. The 
answer to that is this: With the potential slum 

I 
f clearance in the City and with the number of people 
' who have been taken fram this area to Belfield and 

Deacons Road, it must be obvious that the number of 
people using the bath would fall off. One admission 
Which I will makesis this: There were certain hours 
during which people were allowed to use the baths, 
and I hope that, those hours dill very soon be 
amended because very many people were unable to 
use the baths after they leave their work. We hope 
to have.the hours SO regulated as to enable people to 
use the baths even late in the night. As regards the 
point raised by the hon. senior membel* for St. Peter, 
1 suppose he will appreciate the fact that I have been 
advocating for some time now that in respect of 

. Persons who own tellantries or large areas of land in 
the parish of St. Michael, it is their duty to give and 
not sell land for the purpose of the erection of these 
baths and latrines by the Cmmiaioners of Health. 
As a result of that advocacy we have been in the 
fortunate position of two tenantry owners giving us 
the available sites for erecting baths and latrines and 
it is hoped that they will soon be erected on these sites. 
I hope that other persons will follow that example. 
There h? been some trouble where tenantry owners 
have refused to sell their land for the purpose of 
erecting baths and latrines and who want to say 
~ l ~ e r e  these baths and latrines should be erected. I 
quite agree that these sanitary conveniences should 
not be put in places where they cannot be found 
except with the help of a lantern. I should like to 
say that with the strength and perseverance of the 
commissioners: of Health they' will have the sites 
wh?dh -they want, the objections of'pwp2e have been 
broken down and the tendency now is to assist the 
Cbmssioners in the provision of ,these social amen.- 
ties- I think that that explanation wiIl satisfy every- 
b a y  more especially the hon. member who thought 
that this was a splash but who wiU appreciate that 
such a splash is not m a e d  $0 Co&ssioners of 
IXealth but is open also to 1egislatol.s. 

The question that this Bill be now read a second 
t h e  was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. MOTTLE~, seconded by ~ r *  
Mr. DEPUTY spJc-4~~~ left the Chair, and the 
went into Commitbe on the Bill, Mr. MOP 

being in the Chair. 
On a similar motion the Preamble was postponed. 
The thirteen Clauw of the Bill and the two 

were read and passed. 
The Preamble was read and agreed to. 
On the motion of Mr. MOT-, seconded by Mr. 

the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the Bill 
in 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER resumed the Chair and 
reported 

On motions of Mr. M ~ Y ,  seconded by Mr. 
GALE in each ease, the Bill was read a third time 
and !passed. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I beg to move that Order 
No. 93 on the Order Paper be taken as the next 
Order of the Day. 

Mr. GARNER: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MAPP : I object. The honourable member 

had an Address made the first Order of the Day under 
Private Members' Business on a previous occa&ion 
and he shied away from it. There are other honoura- 
ble members who have matters on the Order Paper 
to be dealt with and I do not think the honourable 
member should be allowed the privilege of bringing 
up this Order before others. 
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Mr. CRAWFORD: I presume the honourable 
member knows what he means by using the wordts 

F "shied away." If that SOT% of conduct is carriied 
on by t<he people with whom he associates I do not 
think that we should be connected with it. Last 
Tuesday we dealt with a Bill which had the object 
of assisting in the relief of ,people who were getting 
help from people ;in America and that is why prefer- 
ence was given to that Bill. All the honomable 
member has to do now is to vote against the motion. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I t  is not merely a ma.tter 
of voting against the motion. Tliis matter with whidh 
the honourable member wants to deal is a matter 
which has already been debated. Must we sit down 
now and listen to arguments whsch we have already 
heard ? 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I am not moving that any- 
thing %e debated; all I Ztm moving is the passing of 
the Report of the Select Committee in reply to the 
Mewage from His Excellency tlie Governor. In 
ordinary, common courtesy we have to reply to the 
Message. 

Mr. F. I;. WALCOTT: In connection with this 
Report I would like to say that I have been in here 
long ,enough to know that some honourable members 
have their own way of doing certain things. I have a 
personal objection to this matter being dealt with 
and I am voting against the motion. The honourable 
member can say and write what he likes about my 
voting against :it. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I am objecting to this matter 
being dealt with but for d i f f e~n t  reasons from those 
which have been given, reasons w3ich art? well known 
to the honourable senior member for St. Philip. I 
did not want to relate those reasons but one or two 
honourable metnbers say that they Would like to know 
the grounds for my objection. I am somy that the 
honourable senior mefibet 'Bor the City ic; not heqe 
now; however, yesterday afternoon a fe% of us 
including the honourable senior member for St. 
Philip met at Government House and a certain 
undertaking was given. (A&. CRAWFORD: B7 
whom?) I do not want to say all that was said: ~f 
the move now is to try to sabotage what we had 
thought wars an agreemeat with those who were 
present then I am very sorry for that. 

Mr. CRAWFOBD: Lest there be any misunder- 
standing about what the honourable member has 
said I just want to say that at  the meeting to which 
he refers certain suggestions were put forward to the 
effect that they were going to deal with certain items 
on the Order Paper under Government Business and 
any matters under Private Members' Business con- 
cerning the Vestries before the end of the 
 session. I merely interposed to say that we 
would also have to deal with the Report 
of the Select Committee relative to uneqplopeqt 
Relief Works. I listened to a recitation and I gave 
absolutely no undertaking because none was asked 
of me specifically. We were told that we were 
only there to hear certain sugg~tions made by tnK~ 
speaker. We were also told that we were not asked 
to bind ourselves, to ,anything or to agree with the 
suggestions which we heard. We were asked tio 
listen to what the Government -considered to bb 
important and what they would like to do 
before the end of the session if possible. I listened 
to the recitation and made no promise whatever with 
regard to it. 

The question that Order No. 93. be taken as the 
next Order of the Day was put and resolved in the 
affirmative on the following division. 

Ayes : Mesm. SYMMONDS, FOSTER, CRAWFORD, 
F GARNER, HAYNXS, DOWDING, GALE, S. A. W ~ O T T ,  

WARD and MOTTLEY-10, 

Noes : Mkssrs. HUWANDS, F. L. WALCOTT, UP, 
BLACKMAN, L ~ I S  and Dr. CUMMINS-6. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKEB; The question has 
been decided in the affirmative, ten honourable mem- 
bers voting "Aye" and six honourable members 
votlng "No." The next Order of the Day therefore 
stands in the name of the honourable semor member 
ior St. Yhilip :-To move the consideration of tile 
report of the Selecf Committee appointed to draft 
a Reply to Hits Excellency's Mesmge (No. 13/1948 
relating to unemployment Relief Works. 

Mr. CKLBWFOICD : As honourable members are 
aware, the matter before us is the l3eport a£ the 
8elect Committee appointed to prepare a Reply to 
His Exct'llency's Message No. 13k11948 ~elatlng to 
unemployment Relief Works and the reply is in the 
form of an Address to ELis Excellency the Governor. 
His Exoellency's Miessage was wlith reference to an 
Address which was paased by this B o w  in the 
month of May requesting that certain steps be taken in 
order to provide empl~yment for the ,people of this 
colony. The Address asked for the reolamation of 
the ~onstitukion Swamp; the construction of the 
proposed ;E'ast Coast Road and the Cycle track from 
Thickets ; the taking of steps to enable the ,individual 
parochial authorities to  relieve the land tax for the 
past year on all owners of one acre of land or less 
throughout the island who can establish that they 
are unable to Gay it ;  the development of the Airport 
at Seawell and the construction of a new runway for 

by larger aircraft; the repairs to the Wharf 
walls; 'the construction of proposed new Elementary 
and Secondary Schools; and the laying of all water 
mains and the ereetion of standpipes which have 
been requested or suggested by parochial sanitary 
bodies or by petitions. That Address was passed on 
the '18th of May and it took the Government three 
months to r6ply to it. The Reply from His Excel- 
lency the Governor was laid in this House on the 
,$Oth of August. , I n  the introductory part of the 
Address the House ex~pressed 3s  deep concern over 
the widespread unemployment which was affecting 
an increasingly large section of the population, and 
although the House expressed the view that no appro- 
priate effort had been made by the Government to 
relieve the condition of tche people and requested that 
immediate steps be taken to implement some of-these - 
proposa's, not only did the Government fail to take 
the appropriate steps to do so but even refused 
to reply to the Addree until August. When 
the Reply did come, the most yemarkable ex- 
cuses were found for not adopting *he sug- 
gestions which had been put forward by the 
House. The Select Committee has taken some pains 
to reply point by point to the arguments which appear- 
ed in the Message sent down by the Government 
in reply to the Address passed by the House. All 
a!? the ground has been covered and I think the 
Address speaks for itself. I t  would be easy for any- 
one to appreciate the points to which the House takes 
objectiion and it would also be easy for the Govern- 
ment to understand why we find it absolutely impos- 
sible to regard the advice given to His Excellency 
the Governor by his Executive with any degree of 
se~iousness. The Address makes it perfectly plain 
that in the opinion of the House the Government 
has failed to appreciate the economic position in 
which large masseq of the people find themselves; 
that the excuses which the Government has offered 
for refusing to embark on any of the projects sug- 
gested in the Address passed by the House cannot 
hold water and are in many cases incorrect. I do 
not propose to say anything more became the Report 
of the Select Committee, which is very self-explana- 
tory, will expIain for the benefit of those who want 
to read it, the reasons for t4he stand which has been 
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4. The House considers .it more than remarkable 
that only now has the Government come to the con- 
clusion that the cost of reclaiming the Constitution 
Swamp is out of proportion to its value. The House 
would refer Your Excellency to the fact that the 
machinery for the &ng out of this project 
arrived in the island only dufiing the latter part of 
last year, and since it is to be presumed that the 
same engineering experts who reported favourably on 
the matter last year, to the extent of advising the 
acquisition of the necessary machinery, aye now con- 
demning 5t, the Home is of the opinion that some 
further explanation should be forthcoming as to why 
the colony was committed to this waste of publ~c 
funds. The House therefore would be interested 
to discover the origin of and the reason for the 
advice tendered Your Excellency. 

-- 

adopted by the Select Committee. I beg to move that 
th.is Address which embodies the Report of the Select 
Committee do now p m .  It reads W follows:- 

The House of Assembly 
T o  

His ExceZZmy the G o v e r n  

The House Assembly begs to acknowledge 
receipt of Your Message No. 13/1948 
with reference to the question of measuree for the 
relief of unemployment. 

2. considering the urgency of this question the 
House would like to express its astonishment 
the delay in replying to the Nessage under reference. 
The Message from the House was dated May 18th, 
1948 ; Your Excellency's reply wasrewived on August 
loth, 1948. 

3. The House would respectfully inform Your 
Excellency that, in the selection of projects for the 
relief of unemployment, due regard has been paid 
to the necessity for not indulging in extravagant or 
unnecessary expenditure and to the long term value 
of the projects 8pecified. 

C m s t m c t i m  of Dhe proposed East Comt Road, Etc. 

r 

-4 
The House is, however, of the opinion that 
legislation to ensure the above could be made 
retrospective, if necessary, and in any case 9 
would emphasize that, since as Your Excellency 
observes, a certain a m m t  of preliminary ex- 
amination and survey work is necessary, there beems 
no justifiable reason why, if the Governmtnt does 
really intend to embark on the project, this examina- 
tion and survey should not be proceeded with pending 
the introduction and passing of the required legisla- 
tion. la 

7. The House would point out that apart from 
the "practical value to the long term development 
policy of the island" of this project,, and the relief 
which it provide the that- 

(a) Since the abandonment of the railway, there 
are now 226 acres of land in this area lying 
fallow, and being eroded, because the 
owners have no means of getting out their 
crops. 

(b) Reclamation of these 226 acres of land would 
provide work for 1% people in its cultiva- 
tion. 

(c) Wages for cultivation would put another 
-K 

$15,956.00 in circulation annually among the 

5. The House would draw to the attention of 
Your Excellency that dour years have expired since 
,both Houses of the Legislature agreed to the con- 
struction of the proposed East Coast Road and the 
cycle track from Thickets. The equipment was 
actually ordered from England to proceed with it. 

The Grant of £60,000, under the Colonial Devel- 
ment and Welfare Act, for certain projects, including 
this one was allowed to lapse. Competent engineering 
opinion in the Island does not regard the proposal as 
a "major engineering project" and the attention of 
Your Excellency is called to the fact that 

In  January 1947, the Road Commissioners 
of St. Joseph submitted to the Government that 
if they were provided with the necessary funds 
they would build the St. Joseph portion of the 
road and supply all the rollers and supervision. 
'6. The House is in thorough agreement with the 

suggeljtion advanced by the House of Assembly dince 
1944, that before a certain portion of this work was 
commenced, legislation should be introduced as a 
result of which the Government would obtain the 
maximum benefit from enhanced l&nd values arising 
from the construction of the road. The House also 
appreciates the position with regard to acquisition 
of "land necessaTy for the road and preserve the 
adjacent land from exploitation by speculators." 

- 
people. 

(d)  The putting of 226 acres back into cultiva- 
tion will provide more food, and further 
revenue for the colony. 

(e) This road would take the minimum of ce- 
ment, steel and lumber to construct. Phe 
greater part of the expenditure would be on 
unskilled labour. 

(f)  The Committee appointed to examine and 
report upon the continuance of the railway, 
recommended its discontinuance with the 
specific p r o v h  that i t  should be replaced by 
a vehicular roadway. 

(g) The parishioners of St. Lucy, St. Peter, St. 
Joseph and St. Andrew have forwarded a 
petition to the Government asking that this 
road be built. 

(h) While it is true that 2 plantation owners. 
possess land in this area, there are 32 small 
holders who also own plots ranging in size 
from less than 4 an acre. Thmeir land, 
;through the action of the Government in  
closing the railway and failing to provide a 
roadway, has become of no w e  to them. 

Land Tax Relief 

8. The House would express its astonishment 
over the Government's refusal to take stem to enable 
the tpa~ochial authorities to relieve the land tax 
for the past year on all owners of one acre of. land 
or less throughout the island who can establish that 
they are unable to pay it. The House can come to 
no other conclusion than that the Government has 
ffailed to appreciate the position in  which these 
m a l l  holders found themselves after last year's 
island-wide drought. The House would point out 
that relief of the sort suggested would cost the 
Public T'reasury probably less than $2500. 

D,evelopmemt of Xearwetl AirpwE and C o m t r w t w n  of 
New Rumay  

9. The House c y  arrive a t  no other conclusion 
than that a considerable time has been allowed to 
elapse before some decision h% been arrived a t  with 
regard to the construction of a new runway suitable 
for use by larger aircraft. The House would remind 
Your Excellency that a four-engined bomber has 
landed a t  Seawell without doing the slightest visibl 9 
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damage to the runway and respectfully requests that 
all steps be taken to expedite this matter. 

Water-'% a%d Stamd Pipes 

10. The House assures Your Excellency of its 
willingness to supply all necessary funds for  the 
,provision of equipment for the extension of the 
colony's water service, and reque'sts that the matter 
be given the prompt and early attention of the GOV- 
ernment. 

11. I n  view of all the circumstances outlined 
above, the House is of the considered opinion that 
the Government has failed to appreciate the economic 
position in which large masses of the people of the 
colony find themselves and the need for providing 
relief for these people coupled with the necessity for 
embarking on long-term projects essential to the 
island's development. 

Mr. HAYNES : I have much pleasure in  second- 
ing the motion for the passing of this Address. I 
think that by now most honourable members must be 
tired of the scandadously loose way in which Ad- 
dresses are treated by the Head of the Administration 
and his advisers. They seem to forget that when these 
Addresses are passed they are not matters which 
are requested by one or two members of the House; 
these Addresses are passed generally unanimously by 
the 24 representatives of the people of Barbados. 
Some of these Addresses never even seem to see the 
light of day; this Address which was p m e d  in May 
is an important one, one of extreme urgency, and 
i t  took three m o n t h  to retrieve this sort of f l imy 
excuse from the Head of the Administration and his 
advisers. I think it is time to advise those who are 
respons+ble for i t  that this state of affairs cannot go 
on and that the representatives of the people must 
have their wishes acceded to otherwise, well, I 
would not like to say what the consequences may be 
in  the future. (Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Say i t ) .  
You can say it for me. 

M i .  DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable 
member must a d d r e  the Chair and honourable 
members must bear in  mind Rule 135. That Rule 
says: 

"To the end that all debates in this House shall 
be grave and orderly, and that all interruption shall 
be prevented, no member of the a w e  is to  presume 
to make any noise or disturbance whilst any member 
is orderly debating, or whilst any Bill, Order or other 
matter is being read or  opened; and in case of such 
noise or disturbance Mr. Speaker is to call upon the 
member by name making such disturbance, and every 
such person will incur the displeasure and censure 
of the House.'"' 

Xr.  HAYNES : Amongst the matters which 
were requested in that omnibus Address was a most 
important one-the construction of the East Coast 
Road. That is an  island-wide topic a t  the present 
moment and, as the honourable introducer has said, 
some flimsy excuse has been given for not proceeding 
with it ! Apart from developing Barbados this project 
would provide continuous employment, in the recla- 
mation of some 220 acres of land, for about 100 or 
more people and revenue of about $24,000 a year. 
This Labour Government and the Governor have 
flouted the wish@ of the people. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I ask the honour- 
able member to bear in mind Rule 126. "No member 
may use the Governor's name irreverentlv in debate 
nor for the purpose of influencing the House in its 
deliberations. '* 

Mr. HAPNES : The Government seems to have 
forgothen that some years ago the matter of the 
construction of t h h  road was a matter in connection 
with which there were some heavily-signed petitions. 

1 think that those petitions are on record in the 
Colonial Secretary's Office. That alone should spur 
the Government on with this project but  it seems 
that unless they have some pet ,scheme in their eyes 
nothing is done a t  all. I think it time for those 
in authority to realise that  this state of affails must 
be stopped. I do not want to delay the House any 
longer; I have spoken fairly lengthily and strongly 
and I hope that what I have said will reach the ears 
of the proper authorities- 

Mr. LEW1S: T h s  b a rather lengthy Address 
and i t  certainly accuses the Government of maeuon on 
a num'ber of items that this House has reques'cea the 
Governmtnb to proceed with. I thmk that we are 
entitled to hear the polnt of view of the Government 
as  to the reason for  the inaction since the d l u t  of 
July especially when His Excellency sent to teU the 
House that at least a par t  of this programme like the 
tenantry roads had been started, and had given some 
reasons for not proceedmg with the reclamation of 
the Constitution Swamp and the constructioil of ;he 
proposed East Coast koad and the Cycle 'L'rack. I 
have heard i t  mentioned that  some of the equipment 
for doing this road had arrived in the island, but 
from what I can gather that equipment was useless. 
Certain parts were to come to the island and the 
equipment could not be used in  that  condition. I 
suppose that the Select Committee m a t  have taken 
steps to discover whether more of this equipment has 
arrived in the island or not. I .take it that  we are 
entirely on solid ground when we state that  there are 
226 acres of land: in ,this area lying fallow and we 
are accurate in our figures to the effect that the 
reclamation of these 226 acres of land would employ 
106 persons and that the wages for  cultivation would 
be $15,956.00. I take it that  that  would work out at 
over $4 per person. I would like to know if we are on 
solid ground in making these suggestions because it 
is of no use overstating the case and making mistakes. 
I take i t  that the Select Committee has had the bene- 
fit of the experience of persons who know something 
about this matter and we are stating facts. The 
Message from His Excellency the Governor says with 
regard to the extension of the runway a t  Seawell, that 
an examination carried out by a technical party from 
the Ministry of Civil Aviation indicated that  the 
runway throughout its whole course was not suffi- 
ciently strong enough t.6 bear heavier aircraft, so that 
the extension would not serve any useful purpose. 
Som. reasons have been given in  this Message from 
the Governor as 'to why these p r o p o d  were not 
started and attention has been drawn to the fact that 
considerable capital expenditure has been provided 
for in the Budget Estimates. I understand that these 
capital works have seen started W that the overall 
picture of this Reply really gives the impression that 
absolutely nothing has been done and that k not en- 
tirely f a i ~  to the Administration. If the1 Government 
have given good and s f i c i e n t  reasons for overhauling 
any project +.hat has been suggested in  a previous 
estimate, the session of the Legislature is coming to a 
close and we understand that  they are making special 
anangements for us to see the works which are pro- 
posed to bp carried out during the coming financial 
year. I am wondering whether the useful purpose 
which we think it will Rerve to pass this Address to-day 
will be served. The East Coast R.oad is a matter of 
long standinp and ee~tainly something should have 
been done a'b'0u.t it. The last thing I heard about this 
road is that s o ~ e b o d p  had come out here and had 
actuallv started to make surveys. I n  this! Address 
we sap that surveys should be made and I do not 
remember reading that they have been started. T 
would like to hear from the Government if some sort 
d survey of this road has not been started and what 
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ing w a ~  held. This is  an indication to show how 
some people t ry  to wriggle out of things but  they 
cannot wriggle out with me. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAXER: I ask honourable 
members to preserve a certain amount of silence 
while the honourable member is speaking. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: It is good that some 
people are kept down by God and are not allowed to 
rise becaulse here we have an example of what would 

h happen. T& Report, for which four people are 
re~ponsible, h@ been signed by the Sir Oracle as  
Chairman. He knows everything about engineering ; 
if he were the General of an Army he would serve 
certain countries well. I am not sitting here as  a 
member of this House and allowing my name to be 
asiwciated with something which four people have 
written and saying that I am in agreement with it. 
h regards the reclamation of the Constitution 
Swamp, the Message from His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor a y s  this: 

'"Since Resolution No. 73 of 1947 was passed 
the &vernment has given further consid~ration to 
this project, and has been advised that the cost of the 
work would be out of all ~ropor t ion  to its value, 
since even when a new Victoria Bridge is erected 
with a wider span it wiII still be impossible to prevent 
flooding in  the area during abnormally wet weather in  
conjunction with high tides. For  this reason the 
Government ha4 for the time abandoned the propaal  
in  favour of other works of a capital nature which 
are Inore urgently required and of greater value to  
the community at larqe, but  the project will not 
be lost sight of. '? 

The Report in  this connection says this: 
''The House considers it more than remarkable 

cost of reclaimJng tll& Swamp g not out of proportion 
to ik value; I would ibst have to get clear facts. I 
hold no brief for the Government in any respect; I 
do not say that the Government should not do ik 
work, I would Like to see a lot of work done; but  
there is no point in paying a competent engineer S900 
per annum and then say that  hiis advice ir, wrong. 
There is no point in  paying people to do a job and 
then when they give you advice you do not take it. 
If you do not take the advice of experts then I say 
that we should get rid of them. The Report of the 
Select Colurnittee go= on :- 

"The House would refer Your Excellency to the 
fact that the machinery for  the carrying out of this 
project arrived in the island only during the latter 
part of last year, and since i t  is to be presumed that 
the same engineering experks who reported favow- 
ably on the matter last year to the extent of advising 
the acquisition of the necessary machinery are now 
condemning it, the House is of the opinion that some 
further explanation should be forthcoming as why 
the colony was committed to this waste of public 
funds.'' 

They have made a statement of fact that the 
machinery for carrying out this project has arrived, 
but I cannot say as a f a d  that the machiney h a  
arrived. I have to go and get some information 
in this respect. I say thfat i t  is the duty of the mem- 
bers of this Howe to check up  on this matter and 
find out if the Government has this machinery and 
is only making an excuse, before they let i t  go on 
record that they are agreeing with something which 
four honourable members have written. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I observe that there 
are 1% than twelve honourable mem'tiers present and 

that  only now has the Government come to the con- 
clusion that the c a ~ t  of reclaiming the Constitution 
Swamp is out of proportion to its value.'% 

B I cannot say that because I am no expert. I 
am not competent to say if the cost of reclaimi~g 
the Constitution Swamp is out of proportion to 1ts 
value or  not. I cannot si't here and say that the 

I ask the Clerk to ring: the Bell. 
The Bell having been rung, 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:  There being less 

than twelve honourable members present and the 
Bell having been rung for five minutes in  accordance 
with the Rules this House now &tan& adjourned 
until this day week at twelve o'clock noon. 




