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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 26th October, 1948

Pursuant to adjournment the House of Assem-
bly met at 12 o’clock noon to-day.

Present,

His Honour Mr. J. E. T. BraNckEr (Deputy
Speaker); Mr, L. E. Smite (Chairman of Commii-
tees), Dr. H. G. Cummins, Messrs. F. L. WaLcorr,
K. N: R. HusBaxpg, M./ E. Cox D. A. Fosrer, A.E. S.
Lewis, H. D. BrackMan, H. A. Dowb.Ng, V. C GALE,
S. A. WALCOTT J. H. WikiNsoN, O. B, E., and E. L.
‘WARD.

Prayers are read.

Messrs, Mapp and MorTLEY enter the House and
take their seats.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting which wag held on
the 19th October, 1948, having been elrculated are
taken as read and eonﬁrmed

Mr. GARNER enters the House and takes his seat.

PAPERS LAID

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I have
the honour to lay on the table of the House the follow-
ing Papers:—

Message No. 30/1948 from His Excellency the
Governor informing the Honourable the House of
Assembly that the funds provided by resolution
No. 24/1948 to meet the cost of an investigation into
the departmental organisation of the public service
will be exhausted by the 30th of November, and that
it is not proposed to continue the investigation un-
less the legislature otherwise desire.

Message No. 3171948 from His Execellency the
Governor inviting the views of the Honourable the
House of Assembly on the application to Barbados
of the Economic Agreement between the Govern-
ments of the United Kingdom and the U.8.A.

Message No. 32/1948 from His Excellency the
Governor  informing the Honourable the House
‘Assembly that, in response to an invitation by the
Secretary of . State for the Colonies, he advised H. M.
Government that there was no objection to the acces-
sion of Barbados to the General Agreement on Tariff
and Trade negotiated at Geneva and amended at
Havana.

e s ——

. Statement showing spms advanced to the Colo-
nial Postmaster for the,:églyment of Money Orders
up to 30th September, 1948,
Report on the Treatment of Offenders for the
year, 1947.
NOTICES

Government Notices are given as follows:—

Mr. BLACKMAN: Resolution for £16,175 to
supplement the provision in the Estimates of Expen-
diture for the year 1948—49 under Head XXXII,
Department of Highways and Transport, Item 41,
Special reserve for extraordinary flood damage. .

Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution to place the sum
of £143,901 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee to supplement provision under vari-
ous Heads of the Expenditure Estimates 1948-—49
as shown in the Schedule hereto for the purpose of
paying certain salaries and allowances at increased
rates for the year to the 31st March, 1949.

Dr. CUMMINS: Bill to amend the law relating
to Income Tax.

Dr. CUMMINS: Of my intention to move later
in the day for the appointment of a Seleet Committee
to prepare a draft Reply to His Excellency’s Message
No. 31 of 1948, which I laid a few moments ago.

Dr. CUMMINS: Of my intention to move the
House into Committee of Supply at its next meeting
to consider the money Resolutions of whieh notice
has just been given.

BILI: READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Dr. Cummins, seconded by
Mr. BLACRMAN, a Bill to amend the law relating to
Income Tax ig read a first time.

SUPPLEMENTARY RESOLUTION FOR MIS-
CELLANEOUS SERVICES WITHDRAWN

Dr. CuMmMmINS asks for and is granted leave to
withdraw Resolution No. 1 under Order No. 1—a
Resolution for the sum of £1,030 to supplement the
provision in the Estimates of Expenditure for the
year 1948—49 under Head XXIX, Miscellaneous
Services, Item 2, Cost of Exechange.

COMMITTEE OF §UPPLY

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order 5!
the Day is to resume Committee of Supply to consider
the grant of sums of money for the service of the

Govérnment.
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Mr, DepuTYy SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the
House resumes Committee of Supply, Mr. SMrtH be-
ing the Chair.

RESOLUTION TO PURCHASE AND CONSTRUCT ROAD LEAD-
ING TO THE BELLE PUMPING STATION POSTPONED

Dr. Cumuins asks for and is granted leave to
postpone the further consideration of Resolution No. 2
standing in the name of the honourable junior mem-
ber for St. John,—a Resolution for £7,000 (to be
subsequently refunded from loap funds) to meet the
cost of (a) acquiring land for a road to connect the
Belle Pumping Station with My Lord’s Hill and for
stores buildings, and quarters for engineers and resi-
dent staff; and (b) constructing the road.

RESOLUTION TO MEET CAPITAL AND RECURRENT EXPENSES
AT DODDS PLANTATION

Dr. CUMMINS: The next Resolution, Sir, is
for the sum of £8,750 to meet capital and recurrent
expenses in respect of Dodds Plantation until the
31st March, 1949. Consideration of this -Resolution
was begun. on Tuesday last and was postponed. I
am going to ask leave to amend it by deleting the
words ‘‘Eight Thousand Seven Hundred and
Fifty’’ and substituting therefor the words ‘‘Three
Thousand Six Hundred.”” It does not seem gs if
the balance of the amount is urgently needed but
there is urgent need of the £3,600 to carry on the
work on the plantation.” - ‘

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber is granted the leave for which he asks and the
Resolution is amended accordingly.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that this Resolu-
tion, ag amended, do now pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that,

Mr. WILKINSON: Sir,—On this oceasion I
wish to congratulate the Government on coming to
its senses. I think the comments which were made
on this side, as well as on the other side, of the table
of the House on the last occasion have been appre-
ciated. T hope that the present Government has been
taught a lesson and will never come again to this
House to ask us to vote money in circumstances
which, it knows, this House will not approve.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
is put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

RESOLUTION TO MEET THE COST OF THE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE POTTERY INDUSTRY

Dr. CUMMINS : The next Resolution is for the
sum of £2,750 to supplement Resolution No. 6 of
the 29th January, 1946, (to be subsequently refunded
as a free grant under the provisions of the Colonial
Development and Welfare Act on the terms and con-
ditions stated in the Message from the House of
Assembly to His Excellency the Governor, dated
the 14th of December, 1943,) to meet the cost of
financing a scheme for the appointment of a Cera-
mist and for conducting of g pottery industry.

T do not think that I need say much about this
matter. It is recognised that we have good clay in
this island which can be made into good class pottery
and, tiles and if this pottery industry can be develop-
ed it will be g means of helping us to -solve
some of our economic problems. A ceramist has
arrived and is conducting certain experiments which
he has favourably reported upon. T should also like
to draw the attention of honourable members to the
fact that this money ig to be subsequently refunded
from Colonial Deve'opment and Welfare funds. I
beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—One riust really
compliment the Government on taking a step of thig
nature, that is, to discover from the investigation of
an expert what are the chances of developing a pot-
tery industry in this island; but I would like to point
out, Sir, that this is an additional £2,750 for this pur-
pose. We have already voted £3,000 and the figure in
connection with this scheme has now reached the
£5,750 mark. It appears, from the addendum, that
this gentleman came here since 1947 and I am sin-
cerely hoping that some headway is being made to
Justify this expenditure because although it is not
being met by actual taxation of the people of this
country, yet if we waste these funds we shalli be
decreasing the sum of money which has been allotted
to this eolony under the Ten-Year Development Plan,
£5,750 seems to me to be a large sum of money to
conduct experiments and investigations into the
development of a pottery industry in this island and
I regret that we have not had a progress report on
what has taken plaece so far.

Mr, WILKINSON: I agree with the honour-
able member who has just sat down. If, as he very
properly said, we waste ‘Colonial Development and
Welfare funds, we wi'l have so much less for carry-
ing proposed schemes under the Ten-Year Develop-
ment Plan into effect. I do not know very much about
the pottery industry. I have seen, about three
weeks ago, some samples of tiles which were in the
possession of g contractor and which were supposed
to have been made locally; they looked very well
and I do hope that we shall obtain some practical
results from these experiments. It is an industry
which, of course, should be encouraged but I agree
with the junior member for the City that we should
watch this expenditure very carefully because if these
funds are wasted, it will mean that we shall be getting
so much less than the amount which has been allotted
to this island under the Plan. I am not saying that
this money is being wasted because from what I have
seen it seems as though it is going to be a successful
experiment. But I am yet of the opinion that £5,000
is quite a lot of money to be spent in conducting
experiments into the development of a pottery in-
dustry. ’

Mr. HAYNES: I do not know if I can allay the
fears of the two last speakers by making a few re-
marks on this subject. I think honourable members
will realize that it was as a result of my urging that
the Government got a Ceramist to come out here
with the view of developing a pottery industry and
I am very glad that we have secured his services.
As regards his work, we cannot expect to receive
dividends in a year or two; that would be impossible.
He has to put, in the form of a report, what can be
produced from the various clays in Barbados as the
result of his experiments and then it is up to us to
see that those who follow him put these clays to their
proper uses. If they will follow his advice, instead
of there being a very inferior pottery industry there
are all the chances of having just as good an industry
in this island as in any other part of the world. 1
have great hopes that these experiments will bear
fruit, and I am sure that they will, not in a short
time but in a few years to come.

Dr. CUMMINS: To satisfy the junior member
for the City and the junior member for St. James,
I shall read ‘certain extracts from a report which has
been submitted by the Ceramist. That report states
wmnter alia:—"“As a result of these tests, it appeared
that it should be possible to manufacture (1) good
glazed domestic pottery such as vases, jugs, bowls,
tea-pots &c., decorated and properly glazed{ also
flower-pots and terra-cctta ware; (2) roofing tiles

-
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and common bricks; (3) floor tiles; (4) drain pipes.
There is also the possibility of fire-bricks manufac-
tured for local wuse but insufficient data is
as yet available on this point.” The report is not
available for publication but it seems as though there
is every possibility of the development of a secondary
industry in this instance and I think that this Com-
mittee should give it the encouragement that it needs.

Mr. LEWIS: I thank the honourable member
for the information which he has given and I should
just like to add that paragraph 2 of the addendnm
states that this expenditure will not be a- charge
against the Colony’s allocation under the Colonial
Development and Welfare Act.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
is put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

On the motion of Dr. CuMmiIns, seconded by Mr.
BLAacKMAN, the Chairman reports the passing of two
Resolutions and the postponement of one in Com-
mittee of Supply.

The House resuimes.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order
stands in the name of the honourable senior member
for St. Thomas,—To move the House into Committee
of Supply t0 consider the grant of sums of money
for the service of the Government.

On the motion of Dr. CuMMINs, seconded by Mr.
BrackMAN, Mr. DepuTy SPEAKER leaves the Chair
and the House goes into Committee of Supply, Mr.
SmaTH being in the Chair.

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTES FOR GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman-—The next
Resolution ig for the sum of £1,713 to be placed at
the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee
for the service of the Colony. It is the usual quarterly
Resolution which is sent down in respect of Depart-
menis whose votes have been expended or are about
to be expended. I beg to move that this Resolution
do now pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN: 1 beg to second that.

The question that this Resolution do now pass is

put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

ex gralia GRANTS TO GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES

Dr. CUMMINS: The next Resolution is for
the sum of £1,194. 4. 9. to make ez gratia grants to
members of the Unestablished Staff who have re-
signed. There are 19 such persons, 16 of whom
were employed by the Central Road Board and then
contintied to serve under the Department of Highways
and Transport. Two were casual employees and one
was the porter of the Liodge School. This porter has
since died and the amount of his gratuity will be
paid to his widow. The amount in each case has been
computed on the regular basis of one month’y salary
for each completed year of service. I beg to move
that this Resolution do now pass. :

Mr. BLACKMAN: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Chairman,— It is on the
one hand gratifying, after a certain amount of urging,
to see this Resolution before us to-day. On the other
hand, it is regrettable — I hope the members of the
Government will take note of what I am saying —
that an old man, 72 years of age, should have had to
wait for a period of seventeen months hefore be could
receive the £65. 10. due to him. I do not know where
to fix the blame but there seemsg to be a certain
amount of apathy in dealing with matters of this

sort. I investigated the case of thig old man and I
dizcovered that.one office had handed the matter over
10 another office about six weeks ago. Now, Sir, it
should not take seventeen months to deal with a matter
of this sort and I do hope that the Government will
see lo it that these people receive these respective
amounts without further delay.

The question that this Resolution do now pass is
put and resolved in the affirmative without division-

RESOLUTION TO MEET EXPENSES INCURRED IN CONNEC-
TION WITH GIRL’S INDUSTRIAL UNION’S EVENING
CLASSES

Dr. CUMMINS: The next Resolution is for
£100 (to be subsequently refunded as a free grant
under the provisions of the Colonial Development and
Welfare Act on the terms and conditions stated in the
Message from the House of Assembly to His Excel-
lency the Governor, dated the 14th December, 1943)
to meet expenses incurred by the Girls” Industrial
Union in connection with evening classes.

These evening classes have been carried on by
the @irls’ Industrial Union for some time nmow and
among the subjects which are taught is typewriting.
The Department of Education provides.instructors
for the various classes but does not provide equip-
ment and this amount is to purchase typewriters. I
think it is the desire of this Committee that these
evening classes should be continued and, therefore, I
beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr- BLACKMAN: I.beg to second that,

Mr. WARD: I feel that the objeet of this
Resolution is a good one. I fee] that these evening
classes result in a great deal of good because 1 have
known girls who have been able to seeure employ-
ment through having been taught to type at the Girls’
Industrial Union. I think that these classes should be
carried on for the benefit of girls who are not in a
position to help themselves, so that they might be
equipped to fill jobs.

Mr. WILKINSON : I support the remarks of the
honourable member who has just sat down, although
I may not know the girls as well as he does (Laugh-
ter), but I do know some of the work which has been
done by the Girls’ Industrial Union and I have
nothing but praise for these classes. I think they are
serving a useful purpose in this community and I
have very much pleasure in supporting this Resolu-
tion.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
is put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

RESOLUTION TO MEET COST OF SIX-MONTH COURSE
FOR CANDIDATE IN DOMESTIC TRAINING AT HOUSE-
CRAPT CENTRE )

Dr. CUMMINS: The next Resolution is for the
sum of £38 (to be subsequently refunded as a free
grant under the provisions of the Colonial Develop-
ment and Welfare Act on terms and conditiong laid
down in the Message from the House of Assembly to
His Excellency the Governor, dated the 14th Decem-
ber, 1943,) to meet the cost of the subsistence allow-

. ance of a Barbados candidate attending a six-month

course in Domestic Training at the Barbados
Housecraft Centre.

Thig Course is given to candidates from the
Windward and I.eeward Islands and this money is
required to pay the subsistence allowance of the
Barbados candidate at the rate of $30 a month. T
beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

The question that this Resolution do now pass is
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.
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On the motion of Dr. CuMmMiNs, seconded by Mr-
BrackmaN, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of
four Resolutions in Committee of Supply and asks
leave to sit again,

The House resumes and on the motions of Dr.
CumMiINs, seconded by Mr. BLACKMAN in each case,
six Resolutions which were passed in Committee of
Supply are read a first and a second time and are
agreed to.

-BILL: POSTPONED.

. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,— I ask
leave to postpone the consideration of the next three
Orders—Second reading of a Bill to provide for the
division and sale and the division and letting of land
in lots and for the regulation of tenantries; Second
reading of a Bill to amend the Poor Relief Act, 1892
(1892—3); and to resume Committee on the Bill to
consolidate and amend the Acts relating to Public
Health. T think there is a certain amount of agreement
among honourable members to meet on Thursday
this week and deal with only these three Bil's which
hinge one on the other, so to speak.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber is granted the leave which he asks for and the
consideration of the three Bills is postponed accord-
ingly.

RESOLUTION POSTPONED

Dr. CUMMINS: For a different reason, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, 1 ask leave to postpone the further
consideration of Order No. 6-—Special Resoliition
under the provisions ef section 2 of the Colonial
Secretary’s Office Act, 1903 (1903-5,) as amended by
section 2 of the Colonial Secretary’s Office (Amend-
ment) Act, 1947 (1947-24).

There being no objeetion, the honourable
member is granted the leave which he asks for and
the further consideration of this Resolution is post-
pored accordingly.

RESOLUTION TO ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS
WITH PERSONS TO SERVE IN THE MATERN-
ITY HOSPITAL AND THE BARBADOS
GENERAL HOSPITAL

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order
stands in the naime of the honourable senior member
for St. Thomas,—To move the passing of a Resolution
to authorize the Governor to enter into agreements
with persons to serve in the Maternity Hospital in
the office of Matron and the Barbados General
Hospital in any of the following offices, namely,
House Surgeon and Anaesthetist, House Surgeon,
Matron, ‘Assistant Matron, Sister Tutor and Home
Sister, Sister, Radiologist and Radiographer, subject
to the conditions set out in the schedule to the
Resolution.

The power which this Resolution seeks to vest
in the Governor was vested in the late Hospital
Board. Since the General Hogpital has become g
Government Department, there is no authority for
the Governor to enter into agreements with certain
officers; econsequently certain appointments have
been held up and the Resolution seeks to give the
Governor power to enter into such agreements. I
beg tc move that the Resolution do now pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN: 17 beg to second that.

Mr. SyMMonps enters the THouse and takes
his seat.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I think
that some explanation, apart from the fact of the
coming into operation of the Barbados General
Hospital Act making the General Hospital a govern-
ment Department, is necessary in this matier because
so far as I remember, in the Bill in connection with

the Hospital it is expressly stated that-all contraets
in existence would automatically be taken over by
the (Government,—contracts for professional serviees
and, I take it, contracts for supplying the institution
with various things. Well, Sir, now that the General
Hospital iy a government institution and is being
run, as we were told, as a colonial hospital, I am
wondering why it is necessary to enter into eontracts
with persons coming to this island to fill the offices
mentioned in this Resolution. It would seem az if
we were led into believing that if the Government
took over the Genera]l Hospital it would ease the
posiiion, as far as the securing of staff is concerned
because the persons whe would be coming here to
fill certain offices would be colonial servants. That
is, as far as I remember, one of the blessings that
would be bestowed upon us if the General Hospital
became g Government institution. T would like the
honourable member who moved the passing of this
Resolution to tell us whether the Gpwernments of
places like Trinidad and British Guiang have to enter
into eontracts with professional persons to fill offices
of this nature. ‘The next thing I would like to know
is this: Why is an office such as Medical Superin-
tendent omitted from those for which contracts are
necessary? I think that that is a very important
office at the General Hospital and 1 would iike to
know whether a econtract is im existence with the
person who is already performing the duties of that
office.  Mr. Deputy Speaker, I should like to take
this opportunity, while T am asking why the office of
Medical Superintendent has been omitted, to make this
remark upon the official designation of. the person
at present administering the General Hospital. So
far as I remember, Sir, a Resolution came to this
House in respect of the employment of a Surgeon
Specialist and we were told that we were getting the
services of an eminently qualified Barbadian who at
the time was in the service of the colony of British
(Gluiang filling a similar post. Sinee that officer has
assumed his duties I have seepn him referred to as the
Surgeon Superintendent. T undersatnd that none of
the offices mentioned in this Resolution which is now
before us,—offices which have been ereated in accord-
ance with the Barbados General Hospital Act of
1947—has been occupied as yet and having seen, as 1
have said, that the official designation of the person
administering the General Hospital is Surgeon Super-
intendent , I am enquiring why this office is mnot
mentioned in this list. I can tell this House that
when the person who is now administering the Gen-
eral Hospital was leaving British Guianaz to come
kere to take up his appointment he could tell the
people in British Guiana that he was coming to be
Medical Superintendent of, and to organize the
General Hospital. I heard that in British Guiana
when I was there quite recently and I would like to
know exactly what it is that T am agreeing to now
and how a thing of that sort could have happened.
This officer was employed because of his skill and
ability as a Surgeon and after he has been here a
little time, we find that he is performing the Juties of
Medieal Superintendent, instead of devoting his time
to the particular work which he is very skilled to do.
Tt is regrettable that we were not told the purpose
for which this officer was coming here when he could
say that he was coming to perform duties which he
is, at present, performing. Mr. Deputy Speaker, it
would be better if this Resolution was discussed in
Committee because the General Hospital is an insti-
tution which is very vital, as far as the community
13 concerned, and a matter of this sort should be dis-
cussed in such a manner that any questiong which
may be asked can be answered and thie answers com-
mented upon. I am going to throw out a hint to the

-
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members of this House. As a member of the late
Hospital Board for some time, I discovered that pro-

~ fessiona] persons who come here to fill offices at the

General Hospital will make you enter into contracts
with them to do all sorts of things; you may {find
yourself in a professional racket. The late H_osplt‘—al
Board had to put its foot down on the last Radiologist
attempting to get a salary far in excess of the amount

which he was really coming to this island to receive, -

as the result of these contracts, and when he did get
here I think that the island was glad to be rid of him.

My next point is in connection with the amounts
which are paid for the passages of these persons who
come out here to join the staff of the General Hospi-
tal. In the past, if one of these professional em-
ployees came out here and didn’t like his office or,
for some insufficient reason, broke his contract, he
had to refund the passage money that was paid by
the Hospital Board and I know that it is very diffi-
cult to get persons to come out here and, if they do
not like the job or the place, to agree to a refund
of the passage money. I wonder whether the Gov-
ernment or the Governor wants permission to enter
irto a contract with a Colonial Secretary, for in-
stance, who comes out here and if you do not have
to enter into a contract with a Colonia] Secretary I
would like to know why it is necessary to enter into
contracts with these persons. Are we really run-
ning the Hospital as a Colonial Hospital or are we
not? That is what we should be told. We were told
that you cannot get these people at any time; that
there was much trouble in getting officers to do the
work of the Hospital, and that the problem would be
solved, the morrent the General Hospital became a
government institution. Now that it is a govern-
ment institution, people who have been working at
it for years do not know to-day where they are be-
cause the appointments have not been made and we
are being asked to give the Government or the Gov-
ernor permission now to enter contracts with the
persons who would be filling what we would call the
top-ranking positions while the ordinary employees
of the Hospital do not know where they are to-day,
as far as their appointments are concerned. - I havc
seen 1t stated that the Government is waiting on the
szpo-rt of Mr. G. H. Adams, C.B.E., in connection
with the Barbados General Hospital but I cannot
for the life of me see why a man like Mr. Adams
should have to come out here to tell the Government
and the members of the Advisory Committee of the
Hospital what is necessary for the Hospitai by way of
dtaff, professional or otherwise. Mr. Adams can tell
you whether an office is worth so much but I fail to
see that he could tell you whether a porter or a
House Surgeon or 200 nurses at the General
Hospital —are mnecessary. The Doctors at the
General Hospital should, with the assistance of

the Chief Medical Officer, have been able to
tell the Government to make these appoint-
ments and set the people’s minds at rest. The diffi-

culty hag arvisen there that some poor man who wants
to resign because he has veached the age limit, can-
not very well resign and I believe that a Bill had to
be put through the Legislature to connect the present
system of control at the Hospital with the past sys-
tem, so that an employee who resigns on reaching
the age limit could receive his pension. That, I con-
sider, is a very unsatisfactory state of affairs, namely,
to leave the employees of the General Hospital in
doubt upon these points. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am
at a disadvantage discussing this matter in the House.
I have no doubt that the senior member for St.
Thomas will have adequate replies to make to the
questions T have put but I will have no opportunity

to comment upon the replies if they are satisfactory
or not and, therefore, I am taking this oppotr-
tunity, Sir, of asking the honourable mover of
this Reso'ution whether he will accept a motion
that the House go into Committee on this Resolu-
tion. I should like, before I vote for it, to know
whether this is something entirely peculiar to ths
colony or whether it is done in other colonies
and I would like to know why certain offices have
been omitted from thig list. 1 do not see any
reason why the office of Medical Super.n-
tendent should not be included. Is it the intention
of the Administration not to have a Medical Super-
intendent at all? Becaiise tho present office has been
filled by a Barbadian I see no reason why you should
exempt it from those for which you contemplate en-
tering into contracts. T sincerely hope that the senior
member for St. Thomas will have some replies to
make to the questions I have asked because I think
those replies would help to ease the minds of hon-
ourable members and assist them to vote one way
or the other in respect of this Resolution after we
have gone into Committee and heard the facts of the
case. With that end in view, Sir, I beg to move that
Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House
go into Committee on this Resolution.

Mr. SYMMONDS: I beg to second the motion
that this House go into Committee on this Resolution.

Mr. GALE: I take it that this Resolution is for
the specific purpose of allowing the Hospital Authori-
ties to enter into contracts with certaim officers. The
persons who are mentioned here will not be civil
servants. Special arrangements will be made with
them when they are taken on; their passages will be
paid and they will be required to enter into con-
fracts. If a private firm is taking on a man for a
special purpose, it enters into a contract with him
and that contract is binding on both parties to it.
I do not see any difficulty in this maiter at all. These
persons will not be pensionable; their services are
simply being engaged on contract.

Dr. CUMMINS: I am surprised to hear the
junior member for the, City make those comments.
The honourable member wag at one time s member
of the Hospital Board and he ought to remember that
the persons who held the offices set out in this Reso-
lution always came to this colony on contract. The
same procedure is observed in hospitals all over the
world because medical men, matrons, sisters, radiolo-
gists, and radiographers, do not tie themselves down
for life to one particular hospital ; they go from place
to place. When we become a Federated West Indies
with a Unified Medical Serviece, T do not suppose the
question of a contract will arise in the filling of
these offices. Bui.as conditiong are now, all these
officers come to the colony and go to other colonies
on contract. As far as the point about the Surgeon
Specialist is concerned, it should never arise because
it has no connection with this Resolution. He was
appointed under an Act, ag honourable members will
remember; the honourab'e member was a member of
this House when that Act was passed and he should
remember all about it. T really do not see the point in
2oing into Committee on this Resolution; there is
nothing to be gained by so doing; honourable mem-
bers cannot get. any more information than that which

T have given if we go into Committee on the Resolu-
tion.

Mr. COX: T think we can appreciate an
amendment to thig Resolution. T would suggest that
the Governor-in-Executive Committes make the con-
tracts with these persons rather than the Governor.
I also feel that these contracts—

Dr. CUMMINS: Let me correct the honourable
member at once because I do not think T will have
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the right to speak again. The honourable member
is out of order. The Governor is the ony person
to make these appointments. When the Hospital
-Board was in existence, it made these appointments
but now the Governor makes them.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Has the honour-
able member a copy of the Act with him? If the
Act vests the power to make these appointments in
the Governor, we cannot, by the means suggested
by the senior member for St. Michael, vest it in
the Governor-in-Executive Committee.

Dr. CUMMINS: Under the Barbados General
Hospital Aect, the Governor makes these appoint-
ments. :

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If that is so, the
proposed amendment of the senior member for St.
Michael will be out of order. The senior member
for 8t. Michael was interrupted in the course of
his speech ; does the honourable care to continue?

Mr. COX: T do not care to go any further with
my suggestion but I feel that the House should see
these contracts beforehand. ‘

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am afraid that I cannot
support the motion for going into Committee. In
the course of a conversation with a young medico who
recently returned to this island I was made to under-
stand that it is the custom for medical practitioners
and other persons who fill some of these professional
posts to be appointed on contract because in the first
place the employing Authority would know the peri-
od for which «the employees would be serving and
would not wake one fine morning to find that all
of them were leaving together. In the second place,
these professional persons do not bind themselves
down for life at any particular hospital but endeav-
our to get experience in various fields; therefore,
I think that this Resolution is perfectly in order.
As regards the Surgeon Specialist I well remember
that he was appointed under a Special Act, so it
would serve no wseful purpose sending the Resolution
to the Committee.

- The question that Mr. Depury SpEARER do now
leave the Chair and the House go into Committee on
thig Resolution is put and resolved in the negative,
Mr. Depury SpEARER declaring that the ‘‘Noes”
have it.

The question that this Reésolution do now pass is
then put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

THE VESTRIES (AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order
stands in the name of the honourable senior member
for St. Thomas,—Second reading of a Bill to amend
the Vestries Act, 1911 (1911-5).

Dr. CUMMINS: The object of this Bill, Mr.
Depu’gy Speaker, is to extend the powers of the
Vestries of this Island. The Vestries operate under
an _Act which circumseribes their ambit but Bar-
bados being in the march of social progress, it has
been found necessary to come to this House to amend
that Act, so that the Vestries will be given power
to engage in social undertakings. Now, Sir, T want
to point out that this Bill is purely a permissive Bill.
It provides that the Vestries may do this, that and
the other and any Vestry which does not see its wav
to undertake duties which this Bill permits it to
undertake, need not undertake them. I think that has
been made perfectly clear. Thig Government, Mr.
D‘e;puty Speaker, envisageg certain social activities
being undertaken by Vestries,—activities such as lay-
ng out and running of playing fields for the welfare of
the people and, Sir, the Government is hoping that in
the not too distant future there will be district markets
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in the several parishes of the island under the super-
vigion of the respective Vestries. There is a fund
known as the Labour Welfare Fund which has been

created under the Sugar Industry (Rehabilitation, '

Stabilization and Welfare) Aect and funds will be
provided from that fund to meet initial expenses in
laying out playing fields, parks and expenses in con-
nection with other amenities to which I have
referred. I also want to make it quite plain to those
honourable members who seem to have fears about
the financia’ implication of this Bill that all expenses
incurred by the Vestries for these purposes wili be
paid out of monieg provided by the Governor-
m-BExecutive Committee from the Labour Welfare
funds. Clause 2 of the Bill sets out quite clearly
the additional powers to be conferred upon the Ves
tries and I beg to move that this Bill be now read a
second time.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—This
is a Bill which, to my mind, is long overdue and I
should regret very much if any member of this House
offers any opposition to it I make that statement
in anticipation of what might happen. If for years
members of this House have been cerying for power
to be given to local Government to enable social im-
provements to be effected in the several parishes of
the island I fail to see any reason why there should
be any amendment or amendments to this Bill. As
the result of representation which was made to the
Government by several Vestries, including the Ves-
try of St. Michael, the Governor-in-Executive Com-
mittee, after discussions with several deputations,
felt that either the Vestries Aet would have to be
amended immediate'y, if these social improvements
were to be effected, or the Vestries would have to
wait until the entire parochial system was changed.
Well it hag been decided that the former course should
be taken and thig Bill which is in no way obligatory
on the Vestries has been sent to this House. The
Bill does niot say that the Vestries shall do these
things; it merely gives them the power to provide
for the maintenance of these playing fields, parks
and district markets which may be established in their
parishes. The Objects and Reasons of the Bill state
inter alig that “under modern conditions the range
and variety of local Government activities is eon-
siderable and steadily increasing’’.
For instance, in St. Michael there is the pressing
need for district markets where people can offer their
wares for sale. Everybody knows that people should
have a certain amount of recreation and places for
guch recreation must be provided, whether the Cen-
tral Government or the Local Government provides
them. I agree that it is much better for such activities
to be assigned to the Local Government—the people
on the spot—than to the Central Government and if
there are any fearg in the minds of certain honour-
able members that that will be a burden on the
taxation of the parishes, those fears should be dis-
pelled by the statement of the semior member for
St Thomas who has made it abundantly clear that
the expenses in connection with the laying out and
running of these playing fields and parks will be
met from Labour and Welfare funds. I go further
and say that even though that has been made very
clear, it would be parsimonious in these days for the
Vestry of any parish to object to looking after a play-
ing field that has been established in that particular
parish. T feel very strongly on that point. As the
senior member for St. Thomas has said, there is
nothing in this Bil] which says that the Vestries
must do these things. There are sections in the Ves-
tries Act which say that the Vestries shall do so and so
but thig Bill says that the Vestries may do so and

That is true.

4




»

DEcEMpER 2, 1948 OFFICIAL GAZETTE 921
s0. If no p aying field is provided in the par.sh ! <he small minority of the people can serve. A Vestry

of St. Luey, then there is no obligation on the Vesiry
of St. Luey to provide for the upkeep of a playing
field; but surely if a playing field was given, let
us say, by the estate of the semior member for St.
Lucy, they could mnot expect him to pay the neces-
sary expense for its upkeep. Why should the ex-
pense ifor the upkeep of that play.ng field not come
out of the rates of the parish of S.. Luey? If an
individual has been generous enough to give g play-
ing field, somebody else should pay for its upkeep
and as the taxpayers and their families would have
the use of that p aying field, they should contribute
the greater portion of the expemse for its upkeep.
I consider that this Bill is absolutely necessary and
I have said what I have said in anticipation of any
argument which might be used to the effect that it
imposes a hardship or is an unnecessary burden
financially on the parishes. In this twentieth century
thig Bill is about 50 years late and, therefore, I have
much pleasure in supporting it as it stands. 1 con-
sider that not only should these playing fields and
parks be established by the Government but I fzel
that the example which has been set by some peopl:
recently might be emulated by many other peopla
who are large landowners in the island; they should
give up certain portions of their lands in some of
the parishes for this purpose and that, in itself,
would, in my opinion, relieve the situation. If more
persons could be found to give up portions of their
lands in the parishes for the establishment of playin;
fields, then the Vestries could make the necessary
provision in their Estimates for the upkeep of those
playing fields and parks.
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker -~

I do not know whom the senior memper for the Citiy
was anticipating when he made certain remarks ia
the course of his speech but I should like to say
that while I agree, in principle, with thig Bill I
would like to point out that I am agreing to it
in view of the fact that Sir John Maude made
an enquiry a few months ago into the system
of loeal government and his report is being anxiously
awaited. The senior member for the City talked
about this Bill being long overdue but I would never
have agreed to it if Sir John Maude had not made
his enquiry because I could not agree to giving mor:
authority to the Vestries with the present restricted
franchise. If there is anything in this island which
is long overdue, it is the necessity for a change in
the qualification for membership of the Vestries.
This ig the 20th Century but the qualification for
membership of the Vestries is the same as it was in
the Elizabethan era and suits certain honour-
able members. No honourable member could say
that the institutions known as Vestries in Barbados
are definitely 20th century institutions; they are a
relic of the Elizabethan era and we cannot be living
in this age and carrying on with institutions whose
outlook happen to be the same to-day as it was three
hundred years ago. 1 quite agree that Local Author-
jties should have power to do these things but it is
wrong in principle to give them more power unless
vou are going to spread representation. I feel
the Vestry system must be approached in the right
form. that is to say, at the core of it, at the base of
it. You must broaden it so as to bring in other
peonle with other noints of view. rather than the
old foeravs who it at these parochial boards and whos-
only claim is that thev pav taves to the extent of $30
per annum. We know that in Barbados a tax of
$20) ner anmum ‘o be able to <cek membership on a
Vestrv. is more or less a prohibitive tax and in these
- days we should not have institutions on which only

iy an administrative body and not a legislative body
such as the House of Assembly is and only people
with a certain money qualification can have seats on
it. Again, I would like to know what is the alterna-
tive to the discretionary word ‘‘may.” Now, i the
Vestries may do these things and they refuse to
do them I would like to know what is the alernative.
You are giving them the power to do these things
and you should have some medium to act by if they
refuse to do them. The senior member for St.
Thomas hag said that thig Bill is purely permissive
but if the Vesiries refuse to do these things, we
should not allow the expenditure of large sums of
money such as these are to be held up because ““A’’
Vestry or ‘B’ Vestry or ““C”’ Vestry has refused
to undertake these -activities. Speaking for myself
I believe that the Vestries are the appropriate bodies
to deal with local matters, such as the establishment
of playing fields, parks, markets, slaughter houses and
so for.h but I say that when it comes to the playing
fields and parks, I do not believe that they are the
only groups of persons whom you can get to look after
these things now. I feel that there are people in
other sectiong of this community whom the Govern-
ment could very well call upon to assist in the effect-
ing of social improvements in this istand. We have
to encourage people who though they may not have
high sounding titles, nevertheless, have the ability
to do this work and it should be the policy of the
Government to ask ay many of such persons as possi-
ble to assist in this work. I repeat that I regret
very much that I have to vote for this Bill to-day
in view of what I have said; but I do so, knowing

‘that Sir John Maude has left thig island to prepare

his report on our present system of local government.
I should like to go on record as saying that I would
not give any Vestry in this island any more power
until that old Elizabethan system has been changed
and made something fitting in the middle of the
20th Century.

© Mr. SYMMONDS: I am glad to hear the hon-
ourable member who has just sat down say that he
i not going to oppose this Bill to-day because I am
one of those who feel that the maintenance of play-
ing fields throughout the length and breadth of this
island by local Government out of Government funds
is very long overdue. All of us who have the in-
terests of the people at heart know the part which
games play, not only in producing healthy and sound
bodies but also in character building, partieularly the
grand old game of cricket. In the parish of St.
George which I have the honour to represent, I know
that this is a very cryimg need. In the Ellerton dis-
trict, the members of the Club in that district have
been experiencing the greatest difficu ty, through their
limited means, in obtaining a suitable playing field to
enable them to enter the cricket competition and
some of them spoke to me only a few nights ago,
hoping that such a Bill as this would be sent to this
House in the very near future. At present, the young
men of another district in the same parish play upon a
veritable precipice and through their love of the game
they have been able to produce, during the local
cricket 3eason, at least one century batsman. At St.
George’s Church, on the ground known as ‘‘George
Park,”’ keen young men, at real sacrifice, provide
themselves with bats and balls week after week, in
order to participate in the game of cricket; while at
Drax Hall and St. Jude’s and Charles Rowe Bridge,
many of the young men who have attempted to form
clubs in those districts in order to enter the local
cricket competitions have been unable to participate
in games because of the lack of finanee to maintain
playing fields. The establishment of playing fields,
whether they are to be used for cricket or football or
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other games, is a very expensive business; they have
to be managed by some responsible authority—and 1
do not think there is any better authority to-day to
supervise the management of them than the Loecal
Authorities. I want to say that there is very great
need of a proper park in the parish of St. George.
‘The maintenance of parks and the necessary playing
fields will entail the expenditure of a considerable sum
»f money and I do not think that any better Author-
itieg could ke established for the maintenance of such
playing fields and parks than the Vestries of the re-
spective parishes who are already trained in the
administration of parochial affairs and the disburse-
ment of parochial funds. It is for that reason that 1
want most heartily to support the passing of this
Bill in its present form. I am one of those who look
forward to the day when a wider degree of represen-
tation on Vestries will be given to the general public
but I also know that while the grass grows, the horse
starves and the people of the country districts par-
ticularly are looking forward anxiously and hopefully
to the passing of this Bill.

Mr. Crawrorp entered the House while Mr.
SymmonDs was speaking and took his seat.

Mr. MAPP: I think that it will be unanimous-
ly agreed that this Bill provides a start towards
obtaining for the bulk of the people of this island
those social, cultural amenities which weare so sadly
lacking in the past. It is true that when this ques-
tion of giving the Vestries power to administer play-
ing fields was first mooted, there were many serious
pitfalls and many other questions, involved in that
arrangement, which sprang to one’s-mind. The first, I
think, is the absence, as other honourable members
have stressed, of wider representation on those bodies,
especially the absence of ladies on those bodies, be-

cause we must admit that when it comes to the super- -

vision of playing fields and other community centres,
the feminine hand is absolutely necessary and we do
not have women playing as great a part as they should
in the provision of these social amenities for the peo-
ple in this island. That is one serious obstacle. An-
other obstacle is the fact that although these Vestries
are composed for the most part of landowners who
are fairly well off, yet it would be found.that they
are not so ‘alive to. their responsibilities and duties
towards the poor sections of the community as to sell
land or place certain amenities at the disposal of the
administering bodies, so that the average ratepayer
will not be overburdened for this purpose. That is
another objection and I appeal to those members here
present who would have some sway with persons such
as to whom I refer to use their influence to overcome,
for the most part, this second serious obstacle in the
way of providing social amenities for the people of
this island. But on the other hand, when you take
into account the fact that enquiry is at present pro-
ceeding into the Liocal Government in this Colony,
when you take into account the fact that the people
are suffering to a great degree from the lack of such
amenities as will be provided when these playing fields
are properly established, when you take into question
" these things, I think that it is very pressing that we
temporize and allow the local bodies to administer
these playing fields. As I have said, we are not satis-
fied with the loeal set-up as it is at present; we are
not satisfied that they are the best bodies to adminis-
ter these playing fields; but when we take into con-
sideration the fact that these amenities are necessary,
I think we can well strike a happy medium and agree
to this Bill to-day with the minimum of delay. Yet I
think it my duty—and it should be the duty of other
honourable members — not to fall into the trap of
thinking that if we pass this Bill everything will be
easy going after that. We have been told that the
initial capital expenditure and a great portion of the
recurrent expenditure in connection with these play-
ing fields will come out of the Labour Welfare Fund
which has been established under tlie Sugar Industry
(Rehabilitation, Stabilization and Welfare) Act; but

I want to point out that it is the social duty of those
persons who possess lands to see that they put at the

who have slaved for them all these years, as much
land as possible in order that these playing fields
might be established. In the counstituency which
I have the honour to represent I am proud to say
that there 15 at leas? cne propriefor who has in-
formed the senior member for St. Thomas and my-
self that he is willing to give land, if necessary free
of charge, for the establishment of a playing field.
He is a liberal-minded planter and I wish the same
could be said of the majority of those who have vast
areas of land in this island. I hope that some ex-
pression of opinion would come from the other side
of this table, giving us some hope that there is some
liberal change of though: 2nd unot only a liberal ex-
change of words. I co nct have land i am sorry for
that because if I had land T could give practical
expression of my liberality. It is absolutely neces-
sary that land should be obtained as cheaply as pos-
sible for the establishment of playing fields. Do not
let the people have to pay fantastic sums for ameni-
ties with which they should have been provided long
ago and which are absolutely necessary for their
social advancement.

~ Mr. WARD: I am not in favour of this Bil] as
it stands. Sir, I personally fee] that a certain degree
of hardship will be imposed on certain parishes if
they were burdened with the maintenance of play-
ing fields. I feel that if the Government really
means to do something for the people in this respect,
it should not leave it to the Vestries to say whether
they would or would not undertake the upkeep of
playing fields. It is no good giving people playing
fields and not maintaining them. We have an insiance
of a playing field which was given in the parish of
St. Philip and which was allowed to run to ruin.
If we are going to adopt the system of establishing
playing fields and leave it to the Vestries to say
whether they will or will not supervise them, then
we may as well not establish them. Everyone knows
that money hag been collected from the sugar industry
for a Labour Welfare Fund which is nearly £100,000
to-day and up to the present moment nothing has
been.done with that money. It seems to me pretty
unfair to be taking 10/- per ton from people who
pay taxes in the parishes and then to turn around
and tax those same persons again to maintain play-
ing fields. Sir, another thing which must be borne
In mind is that only a few people in the several
parishes pay taxes. Taxes are paid by landowners
and othqr people who do a certain amount of trade in
thg parishes and in my opinion, it would not be
fair to those some people to add to their taxation for
the upkeep of playing fields which are for the benefit
of the whole island. I feel {hat the expense of main-
taining these playing fields should be borne by the
Government. If we establish these playing fields, I
feel that we should give them the best attention, so
that the community could get the best resulig from
them. If they are rup in a half-way manner the
people would not be attracted to them nor would
they get the amenities which they should obtain from
them. The honourable member who spoke just before
me would not know but there are persons in some of
the parishes who have given playing fields to provide
recreation for the people; it is not true, as he says,
that no playing fields have been given by people
in the parishes, Ag I said before, I would be glad to see
these playing fields established but it is no use estab-
lishing them and then leaving them to be maintained
by the Vestries. There are some parishes which are
so poor that they cannot even sustain the paupers
of their respective parishes.

sibility to keep them going. On bankholidays, we see

disposal of the people, especially the workers ™

. If these playing field=*"
are to be island wide, it is the Government’s respon- *
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people going from one playing field to another. This
is not a local matter; it ig an island-wide undertaking
for the benefit of the community and should be an
encouragement to people to go from one part of the
island to another part and exchange ideas.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: There are other hon-
ourable members who want to speak on this subject
and inasmuch as it ig after 2 p.m., this House stands
adjourned until 2.45 p.m. in accordance with Rule
40 (a).

REPLIES LAID.

On re-assembling,

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I beg
to lay on the Table of the House the reply to
question No. 70 standing in the name of the honour-
able senior member for St. Peter; the replies to
questions No. 80 standing in the name of Your
Honour; and the replies to questions No. 83 also
standing in the name of Your Honour.

- APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEE

Dr. CUMMINS: Earlier in the day I intimated-

that I would ask leave to move for the appointment

- of a Select Committee to consider Message No. 31 of

1948 from His Excellency the Governor. I now ask
leave to move for the appointment of that Committee.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What was the sub-:

Jjeect matter of that Message?

Dr. CUMMINS: It deals with the application
to Barbados of the Economic Agreement between the
Governments of the United Kingdom and the United
States of America.

There being no objection the honourable
member was granted leave to make the motion.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that a Select
Committee be appointed to consider and prepare a

' Draft Reply to Message No. 31 of 1948 from His

Excellency the Governor on the subject of the appli-
cation to Barbados of the Eeonomic Agreement

between the Governments of the United Kingdom and

the United States of America.

Mr. BrackMAN sgeonded the motion which was
agreed to. )

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:
approval of the House 1 nominate the following
members to constitute the personnel of that Select
Committee :—The honourable junior member for St.
James (Mr. Wilkinson), Tthe honourable junior

- member for St. Michael (Mr. Gale), the honourable

senior member for the City (Mr, Mottley), the hon-
ourable junior member for St. John (Mr. Blackman),
the honourabe junior member for the City (Mr.
Liewis), the honourabe junior member for St. Thomas
(Mr. Mapp) and the honourable junior member for
St. George (Mr. Symmonds).

Mr. WILKINSON: T am not refusing to serve’

as a member of this Committee, but I would like to
point out that I see very little chance of dealing
with a complicated question like this in the short
time we have before the end of the session. It is

~ no small matter with which we have to deal. If

honourable members can get together and discuss the
matter I am quite wi'ling for that to be done but I
warn honourable members that this matter is a very
difficult one to be dealt with before the session ends.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: T trust that hon-

- ourable members of the Select Committee will do

their best fin the circumstances.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (a)

Dr. CUMMINS: I ask leave to move for the
suspension of Rule 61 (a) in order to continue
Government anihgss.

Subject to the

There being no objection, leave was granted
the honourable member to make the motion.

Dy, CUMMINS: I beg to move that Rule 61
(a) be now suspended.

Mr. Brackman seconded the
was agreed to.

motjon which

VESTRIES (AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When the House
adjourned for lunch honourable members were dis-
cussing the second reading of a Bill to amend the
Vestries Act, 1911 (1911-5). The honourable senior
member for St. Luey was speaking.

Mr. Warp did not continue to speak.

Mr. GALE :: I think that all honourable memberg
will vote for this Bill. I do not see any danger in
connection with it; this Bill asks that if there are
playing fields in any particular district, the Authori-
ties who should look "after them should be the
Vestries. .“In the case of St. Michael the Vestry will
also look after the markets. All -over the world
playing fields, publie recreational grounds, parks and
so on are looked after by the Municipal Authorities
and I do not see why there should be any exception
here. For instance, the Vestry of St. Michael has
been looking after the only recreational place which
we have in Barbados, that is Queen’s Park, since the
place was made into a Park and if other parishes have
smal] parks and playing fields I think that it is the
duty of the local Authorities to look after these parks
and playing fields and maintain them. There is
gsome fear that people will have to be very highly
taxed so that these parks and playing fie'ds can be

1 maintained, but I have no qualms of conscience as

far as that iy concerned. A certain amount of
expenditure will be réequired so as to keep up these
places but it will not be any enormeus amount. The
parks and playing fields in the country districts will
not be of the size of Queen’s Patk; they will be small
areas and T do not see that it will cost any tremendous
amount to keep them in order; so as to be a
burden to the taxpayers. For instance, there is a
playing field in St. Philip and under this Bill the
Vestry of that parish can have the power to take it
over and run it. If there are any other playing
fields the Vestry can take them over and run them.
At present there iz no authority for anybody to
take over these places and run them. These places
spring up haphazardly; in some cases the subscrip-
tions are not as large as they should be and so these
places are not maintained. I am therefore supporting
thig Bill

Mr. GARNER: | I do not see why all honourable
members should not vote for this Bill. This is a
Bill which, to my mind, is long overdue. Standing
in my name on the Order Paper is an Address to His
Excellency the Governor relating to recreational
centres or playing fields throughont the island;
therefore this is a step forward. I have heard a
few remarks against this Bill which really cannot
stand the light of day. It makes no difference as to
what expenditure we have to incur locally or otherwise
in order to see that the children of the poor classes
have somewhere where they can have their games
so that they can keep off the streets which are used

by motor vehicles and other traffic. This in itse'f

is something to be encouraged. Speaking on behalf
of my Vestry, we have approved this Bill; we answer-
ed the enquiry very favourably when we were inter-
viewed in connection with the matter. Mr. Deputy
Speaker. those people who say that this Bill will work
a hardship on the taxpayers of the various parishes
are forgetting that thig is a social measure and as
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such whoever owns the wealth of the island must |
help to bear the burdens of the masses in each parish. |
I share that view ; if you have to tax those who control
the wealth in the various parishes and they are not
satisfied with that, they will have to do something else.
So long as you have people who are moving, forward
progressively, so long as you have -conscientious
people who will look after the interest of the masses,
those who own the wealth of the parishes will have
to be taxed locally or otherwise. I therefore do not
share the view that this matter will be a burden to the
taxpayers. On the other hand, I ecan see the Labour
‘Welfare Fund which is now being set aside being
used to implement some of this work. I do not see
that it will require any large amount to run a park
in each parish. In St. Philip we have the King
George V Memorial Park; that place is not absolutely
abandoned but it is in the handg of the Liquidators
and we are hoping soon to see it through. We intend
to run it through this Bill; it is no fault of ours that
the place jis in the hands of the Liquidators; the
Committeec which was in charge of the Park ecould
not run it and I am sure that when the Park coies
under the jurisdiction of the Vestry of the parish
it will be run properly. I am sure that no progres-
sive-minded person sitting around this Table will
vote against this Bill because we owe recreational :
grounds to the children in the various parishes. It
will gratify one’s heart to see the children playing
in the schutes and so on in the parks. To deny the
children these things is a crime. Whatever amount
of money it costs, there should be times when children
can meet each other for physical exercise and picnick-
ing. I do not think it is fair to deny the children
this sport. I do not anticipate that every parish
will have a park of quite the size of that which we
have in St. Philip ; everybody knows that some of the
parks will be very much smaller than that. Every-
body also knows that cricket is the national game
and while some parks will be larger than others there
should be in every parish a cricket field so that the
boys can play their cricket and exercise themselves
with clean sport. Probably if we had more parks
we would have legss gambling dens and social vices.
I am sure that the parks can take a lot of boys and
girls away from the streets and offer them some useful
recreation. 1 am strongly in support of this Bill
T will recommend it to anybody. The Vestry of St.
Philip lays a rate to the extent of the rental charged
for the King George Park so that this is really nothing
new. I am hoping that every honourable member
of this House will vote for this Bill. An honourable
member has said soffo voce that what we were doing
in St. Philip was illegal; but we can give grants to
any extent provided that they are for doing social
work. The law for that is there; there is nothing
illegal about it. So long as I am a membe_r of the
Vestry of St. Philip I will see that these things are
carried out. I say that this Bill does not need to
be looked at twice and there is mo need for any
hesitancy in agreeing to it. In certain districts the
children have nowhere to play and they play in or
very near to the streets and they are in danger of
being knocked down by traffic. T beseech honourable
members not to stand in the way of this Bill but see
that it is passed so that we can take the children off
the streets and put them in the parks.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Like most honourable mem-
bers who have spoken I hail the motives behind this
Bill: like the honourable junior member for St
George, T know how much playing fields mean to the
vouth of this colonv. T have assoeciated myself with
the handling of school teams with the idea of pro-
moting inter-school matehes. and T know that in
the parish from which T have come very often we

have had difficulty in getting grounds where our

youths both male and female could not get somewhere
for carrying on out-acor sports. Most of us know

that ip the past some provision hag been made for outﬁ

door gports so that people could regale and exercise
themseives, to the personal advantage of those who
made it sometimes, but out-door activities have been
provided by people of big minds. A few of the
apper tems have at timeg graciously put at the disposal
of youth certain areag of land, but 1 do not think that
a community like Barbados should content itself with
having its youth served only by patrons. We do
appreciate gracious acts by people but I do feel that
we should move from the realm of patronage to a
more appreciable and respectable line of action. 'T'hat
is why I do appreciate this amendment to the Vestries
Act as far a5 it allows provision to be made for public
places for the youth of this island. Like other hon-
ourable members I express the opinion that the type
of person who has served on the Vestries in the past
is not the ideal type of person to manage these places
for reasons which are well known to honourable
members; and to use the words of the honourable
junior member for St. Thomas I would temporise and
allow it to be so for now. Alongside of that I would
express the wish that times will change and men will
change with them. I therefore have much pleasure in
adding my quota on the side of those who have
spoken in favour of this amendment, I think it was
most unfortunate to hear the remarks of the honour-
able senior member for St. Lucy; here we are ap-
proaching something bigger than what hag formerly
obtained and he wants to pin us down to saying that
those who pay rates will have greater expemse. I
think that is rather parsimonious and it is most un-
fortunate that this debate should have been marred
by an expression of that nature. - I should like to
say as regards Queen’s Park that this Park is in the
parish of St. Michael and people from St. Lucy and
from all over the island come to this Park and amuse
themselves at the expense of the ratepayers of St.
Michael. T think that the honourable senior member
for St. Lucy was most ungeneroug and it would have
been better if those remarks had not been made. There
is no fear as far ag the maintenance of these playing
fields is concerned when we consider the type of in-
dividuals who are going to be served by this Bill.
We know that these individuals are the type of
individuals who will prepare these places in their
own time and, by the sweat of their brow, will make
them fit. I feel that proper and sensible regulations
should be enforced on these local bodies in order that
these playing fields may serve the purpose for which
they are intended. I feel, like honourable members,
that this amendment is overdue. There is just one
thing more; T have been told that the money which
Is to be used in carrying out these provisions is
coming out of the Labour Wielfare Fund. When we
speak of this Fund we understand that it concerns
those who have laboured for the sugar industry and
hear T might express my fear; I hope at no future
time after these playing fields have been established
that priority will be given to- other sportsmen who
do not appear to be sympathetic with that sort of

individual-——I mean the agricultural Ilabourer.
(Cheers). :

Mr. FOSTER: While I appreciate the fact
that these playing fields are very necessary, I also
feel that this expenditure and the recurrent expendi-
ture should be borne by the Government. I am speak-
Ing with 25 years’ experience as a Vestryman. T am
not speaking about myself because T consider myself
as a big taxpayer, but when the small taxpayers re-
ceive their tax bills every year they ask for remit-
tances. 1 am sure that my colleague will bear me out

that.up.to this very year there were about 100 My
applications for tax relief received. T am not opposing
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this Bill because it wi.l help youth. I will take a leaf
from the book of the honourable junior member for
St. Peter who has spoken about St. Michael as an
example. I think 1t ig’ unfair, however, to take
Sti. Michael or Christ Church as an example since they
collect more revenue than the other parishes. Parishes
like St. Lucy and ‘St. Andrew collect little or nothing
from the land and I am bound to admit that the
small landowners are unable to pay their taxes. For
that reason I am saying that this expenditure should
be borne by the Government. I hope that the Gov-
ernment will' see_jits way to send down a further
amendment to thig Act so that they can take over this
expenditure. As the matter now stands, it is very
potential ; the Bill says that the Vestry may do so,
and so. St. Michael and Christ Church are two
wealthy parishes but I am sure that no other parish
will support this matter in-the potential way in
which it stands. Anyway, I am supporting this Bill
but I hope that in the future the Government will
bear both the expenditure and the recurrent expendi-
ture which will be entailed by this Bill.

Mr. CRAWFORD: If there gre things which are
very necessary in thig island but which are conspic-
uous by their &bsence, there are recreational centres
for the large masg of children throughout the island.
1t is impossible to drive through any major village
in this colony, or even thrgugh a small village on any
day of the week without finding large numberg of
children playing in the road because of the fact that
there are no recreational centres provided where these
children could amuse themselves. I envisage that
in the present proposals more than one playing field
will be established in the various parishes throughout
the colony. I am not concerned about the question
of finance because 1 have the impression that the
greater part of the funds for providing and main-
taihing these recreational cemtres will come from the
Labour Welfare Fund. The Bill before us says that
the Vestry shall have power to provide, maintain or
manage playing fields, parks, open spaces or other
places of public resort or recreation for the use of
the public; and to establish, maintain, manage, super-
vise or regulate other things like public markets
which are also necessary for the convenience of the
public. I take it that this Bill is before us more for

the purpose of legally authorising the Vestries to par-

ticipate in the management or exclusively to manage
these playing fields, rather than to suggest that
the Vestries themselveg shall be compelled by law
to establish and maintain these recreational centres in
the various parishes. The question of the provision of
additional playing fields in this eolony has been urged
on the floor of this House for the past six years, and
even in 19421944 when suggestions were made from
time to time by other honourable members and myself
with regard to this matter, at no time did we suggest
that the Vestries should be called upon to bear ex-

clusively the cost of providing or maintaining these

playing fields. In those days I am sure, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, you will recall that my suggestion wag that
in respect of the cess of 2/- per ton on sugar produced
in the Colony, which the Royal Commission recom-
mended should be levied, a part of that cess should be
used to establish and maintain these playing fields.
In those days the Government refused to adopt the
sane suggestion made by the Royal Commission al-
though they were told that other West Indian Colonies
notably Jamaieca, and I think St. Xitts, were prepared
to implement the recommendation of the Royal
Commission. The result was that we neither got the
cesg for providing the playing fields not for providing
any of the other social amenities which the Royal
Commisison recommended ip its Report. With the

~money provided from the Labour Welfare Levy of

10/- per ton of sugar produced in the colony it is
possible for the Government to provide the necessary
unance where necessary for the establishment and
mawmtenance of playing fieldg throughout the island.
1 interpret the present Bill as merety an instrument °
authorising the Vestries to controir these playing
fields if and when they are established by the Govern-
ment out of the Labour Welfare Fund. At the
moment whether the Vestries which cap afford to
provide these playing fields were to establish them or
whether ithe Uentral Government were to establish
them out of the Labour Welfare Fund, there is in
this island no authority for running these playing
fields. Your Honour will recall that 1n June or July
this year I asked the Government to take steps to
restore the playing field in St. Philip at the very
earliest possible date. As a matter of fact, the
question read as follows:—

“‘In view of the fact that playing fields or recre-
ational centres for the masses of the people are con-
spicious by their absence, will the Government take
steps to ensure that the K. G. V. M. Park, St. Philip,
be restored at the earliest possible date, as a rural
playing field and recreational centre, thereby enabling
the people of the parish and of the island once again
to enjoy the amenities which it provided?’’

. The Government replied in August, I think, and
in that reply they emphasized that there was no
proper body, either local Government or otherwise,
which could provide, maintain or manage playing
fields, parks, open spaces or other places of public
resory; and that the only solution to the problem
was to send down legislation to the House giving the
necessary . authority to some recognised publie body.

I take it that this Bill is the answer, so to speak, Lo

the whole problem. As we know, Barbados Welfare
Limited used to be responsible during the latter

years of itg existence for the K. G. V. M. Park and

that Institutign went into bankruptey and its assets
were placed in the handg of the Receivers. Even

if the Park had been restored, and of course it should

have been restored, the question would have been:
Who would be responsible for its administration? In
answer to my question the Government said that there
was no proper body which could be responsible for
the_ maintenance or management of the Park unless
legislation had been passed conferring on some local
body the power to provide, maintain or manage these
places and that is what this Bill seeks to do. This
Bill gives power to the Vestries, power which they
do not now have, to be responsible for the running
(_)f. these recreational centres, and ynder the Rill
1t is entirely g matter for any Vestry to say that they
are going to levy a rate for thig purpose. If any -
honou_ra‘ble member thinkg that under this Bill the
Vestries are compelled to provide any playing fields
he is mistaken, because they are mnot compelled to
do so. I can foresee that very few Vestries will provide
these playing fields under this Bill and the only
way in which the public will get them is if the
Central Government makes funds available to the
Vestrlps out of the Labour Welfare Fund so as to
establish these playing fields. There can therefore
be no reasonable objection to the Bill by any vestry-
man or landowner who feels that its passage may
result in an inereased rate being levied on his land
because the Vestries are not compelled to provide
!;hese playing fields. T repeat; we will get these play-
ing fields if the Government gives the money from
the Labour Welfare Fund to provide them, and if
the Bill is passed to enable the proper authority to
be set up so as to administer themn. '

Dr. CUMMINS: In reply I just want to allay
the fears of those honourable members who feel that
the parochial rates may be increased in order to
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provide and maintain these playing fields. This Bill
is really an amendment to the Vestries Act, which
will give these local Awmthorities permission, if they
so desire, to provide and maintain these playing fields,
This Bill ig to be followed by two other Bills. This
Bill also seeks to give the Vestries power to estab-
lish markets and, as I say, two other Bills will
follow it. There will be a Bill empowering the
Vestries to provide playing fields and other social
amenities and Clause 6 of that Bill says that all
expenseg incurred by the Vestries shall be defrayed
out of the moneys payable to the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee from the Labour Welfare Fund. I
think that the fears of honourable members will now
be allayed.

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

ACTING CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before the honour-
able introducer proceeds with his motion that the
House go into Committee on this Bill, 1 §hould
like to say that the Chairman of Committees 1s un-
avoidably absent and an Acting Chairman of Commit-
tees will have to be appointed. )

Dr. CUMMINS: I wag about to mention that
the Chairman of Committees had to attend a funeral
this afternoon and that someone would have to be
appointed to act ag Chairman of Committees. I beg
to move that the honourable junior member for. St.
Thomas be Chairman of Committees for the remaind-
er of to-day’s session. . )

Mr. BLaocKRMAN seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

On the motion of Dr. CuMMINs, seconded by Mr.
BLACEMAN, Mr. Deputy SpeakER left the Chair and
the House went into Committee on the Bill. Mr. Marp
being in the Chair, .

Claunse 1y the title Clause, was being read when,
at 3.30 o’clock, Mr. DepuTY SPEARER took the Chair
and stated that it wag now time for the consideration
of Private Members’ Business,

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (B)

Dr. CUMMINS: I ask leave to move the sus-
pension of Rule 61 (b) in order to finish this Bill.

There being no objection, the honqurable mem-
ber was granted leave to make the motion.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (b)
be now suspended.
Mr. BLACKMAN seconded the motion which was :':l.gre.t;:l"dl
to. ' ‘ * s

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When the time for
Private Members’ Businesg arrived, the House had
just gone into Committee on the Bill to amend the
Vestrieg Act. ’

VESTRIES (AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr. DepuTy SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
resumed Committee on the Bill, Mr. MAPP being in the
Chair. : ;

Clause 1 was read and passed.

Clause 2 was read as follows:—

2. (1) In addition to the powers eonferred upon
a Vestry by the principal Act or any other enact-
ment, 5 Vestry shall have power—

(a) to provide, maintain or manage
playing fields, parks, open spaces or
other places of public resort or
recreation for the use of the
public;

these playing fields.
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(b) to establish, maintain, manage,
supervise or Tregulate public
markets or slaughter-houses: Pro-
vided that the St. Michael’s Vestry
shail not, except with the approval
of the Governor-in-Kxecutive Com-
mittee, exercise any powers under
this paragraph with respect to any
market or slaughter-house estab-
lished within the city of Bridgetown
at the commencement of this Aect;

(e) to exercise such other powers and
undertake such other duties and
functiong ag the Legislature may,
from time 10 time, approve by
special resolution.

(2) A Vestry shall have power to do such
things and employ such persong as may be requisite
for giving effect to the provisions of thig section in-
cluding the power to lay rates iu accordance with the
provisions of the principal Act. :

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Clause 2
stand part of the Bill.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

Mr. WARD: Before the question is put. I
want to say that I regret that the information which
has just been given by the honourable member in
charge of the Bill was not given earlier in the day.
My whole contention earlier today was that the
Vestry should not lay rates so that the taxpayers
would have to bear the burden of the maintenance of
I was never against the pro-
vision of these playing fields; what I contended was

| that the maintenance of these playing fields should
‘be borne by the Government out of the Labour

Welfare Fund. 1 am quite willing now to accept the
Bill in its present form having regard to the remarks
which the honourable introducer has just made. I
feel that the Government should maintain these play-
ing fields and not put that expense on the Vestries.
Some parishes are very poor and in my opinion
it wag a bad policy to have g playing field and not be
able to maintain it. That would only be fooling peo-
ple that you have given them something when it
cannot be maintained.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I should like to point
out that the money in respect of the Labour Welfare
Fund can only be used for capital expenditure; it
cannot be used for recurrent costs unless the necessary
change is made. T do not agree with the honourable
senior member for St. Lucy as to the maintenance
of these playing fields; I feel that it is the duty
of local bodies to look after the mainténance of any-
thing which is in their area. Queen’s Park, for
Instance, ig not even maintained by the St. Michael’s
Vestry; the Police and Spartan Cricket Clubs pay
their groundsmen for keeping the ground in order
there while the other part of the Park is maintained
by the Vestry. Whoever wants to use the grounds
of Queen’s Park has to pay a fee for the use of them,
and you will find that in the various parishes there
are sufficient clubg which can pay a nominal fee for
the maintenance of the grounds. We will be making
a sad mistake if we provide these playing fields for
people and do not ask them to pay a small fee towards
the maintenance of these playing fields. There are
those who enjoy facilities in varioug places and they
pay something for the use of them. I feel that people
should be asked to pay somethine for the maintenance
of these playing fields even if it is 8d. a week or some
nominal fee.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable senior
member for St. Lucy has explained that his objection
to the Bill was made because of the fact that the
honourable member in charge of the Bill had not
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explained in the first place what he explained Iater.
I only mention that as g reminder to the Committee.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am only saying that
that Labour Welfare Fund can only be used for
capital expenditure and not for recurrent costs. In
each local ares we have sufficient people who can
pay for the running of these playing fields which we
want to start; and the cost of the upkeep of such
playing fields will not be very great.

The question that Clause 2 stand part .of the
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division. ‘ v

Clanse 3 wag read and passed.

On the motion of Dr. CuMMINS, seconded by Mr.
BLACKMAN, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the
Bill in Committee. '

Mr. Derury SpEarEr resumed the Chair and
reported accordingly.: »

On motiong of Dr. Cumming, seconded by Mr.

BLACKMAN in each case, the Bill wag read a third

time and passed.

REVERSION TO PRIVATE MEMBERS’
BUSINESS

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Government
Business for which the Rule was suspended having
been concluded, the House will now revert to Private
Members’ Business.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I ask
leave to move the suspension of Rule 60 for the
purpose of dealing with Order No. 88 on the Order
Paper ag the first Order of the Day under Private
Members® Business. That Order is a Bill authorising
the St. Michael Véstry to raise a loan for the pur-
pose of purchasing suitable sités in the parish and

erecting public lavatories and ecommunal latrines. It

must be appreciated that this-House has only a few
days now in whieh-to-do its ‘busihess-and we want to
facilitate the Governtifent in gettinig through with as
much business as possible. This is a matter which

is in connection with loeal Government; if thiy Bill}

is not dealt with during this session it will enmtall
unnecessary expenditure in having to advertise it all
over again before it can be brought before the ﬂou&.
I am l-’t%erefore asking leave to move the suspension of
the Rule. :

There being no objection, the honourable member
wag granted leave to make the motion.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that Rule 60
he now suspended in order to proceed with Order
No. 88 as the first Order of the Day under Privite
Members’ Business.

Mr. GaLg seconded the motion which was agreed
to.

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH LOAN BILL

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order of
the Day under Private Members’ Business stands in
the name of the honourable senior member for the
City :—Second reading of a Bill to authorise the
Vestry of the Parish of Saint Michael to raise a loan
for the purpose of purchasing suitable sites in the
said parish and of erecting thereon public lavatories
and ecommunal latrines.

Mr. MOTTLEY: In moving the second reading
of this Bill T think it is hardly necessary to elaborate
on it. Obviously honourable members have read the
petition and the Bill and they have seen the aims and
objects of the Bill. The only thing I can add to what
is set out in the Bill is that it is very necessary to have
these bathg and latrines. It might appear to honour-
able members that the Vestry have asked for this large
amount of £12,000 on thig occasion, kut it does not
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‘needed in each year.

mean that they will borrow this amount of money at
one time. The idea is to get permission to borrow
this money so that over a period of one, two or three
years they will erect these baths and latrines; and
they will borrow only the amount of money which is
There is the necessity for the
erection of these sanitary conveniences in the City
areag as has been urged on the Commissioners of
Health of St. Michael, and this Bill seeks to give the
Vestry the authority to raise this loan for the pur-
pose. I have much pleasure in moving that thig Bill
be now read a second time.

Mr. GALE: T beg to second that.

Mr. MAPP: Thisis another of those Bills to pro-
vide what the hon. mover calls very necestary social
amenities, but I notice -in some correspondence in the
Press recently that according to statistics the number
of people who are actually using these amenities in
St. Michae] have decreased considerably in recent
years. That would give rise to some very noteworthy

_considerations and one of those considerations is that

obviously, under 20th century standards of living, -
people would prefer to use individual baths and
latrines rather than communal baths and latrines. I -
would like the hon. member in charge of the Bill to .

‘tell us if it is true that the mumber of people who use

these baths and latrines have ‘decreased comnsiderably

‘in the metropolitan parish. If that is true I think

that the hon. member should bear that in mind and
it should- net be the endeavour so minich to make a
splash of these things, but rather to see if the statistics
really indicate that the public desire individual baths-
and latrines rather:than commiuna}l baths and latrines;

‘and if this expenditure is really justified. A sensible -

suggestion has been made and' I ask this question

‘sincerely.

Mr. MOTTLEY: With' Your Honour’s permis-

sior I would prefer to hear any other hen. member

who wants to ask anything further in connection with

- ‘this Bill before I.reply.. :

" Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Does any other hon.

member want to speak on this Bill before the hon.
member makes his reply?

Mr. SYMMONDS: This-is one of those Bills
which need no speeial cominent. There is a crying
need in this community for the amenities' which it is
sought to provide through the passing of this Bill,

‘and there ought to be a greater number of Bills of

this nature coming from the Vestries of ‘the various
parishes throughout the island. All of us are aware
that with regard to the labouring people in the
country districts as well as in Bridgetown, the
facilities for having shower baths are totally absent
because, in the first place, in many d#triets there is
no supply of water at all and even when there is an
available supply of water the poverty of the people
prevents them from being able to install the necessary
water services with 'which to obtain desirable sanitary
amenities. It is known that many people in the
country districts and even in St. Michael have no
bathing facilities; as a matter of fact I have been told
that in the Jackson district people have had to stop
by the wayside while carrying water for drinking
purposes and take a bath in the canes. I say that
that is a reproach to any community such as this.
The Vestry of St. Michael, by bringing forward Bills
such as this through one of its members, is setting an
example which I hope that the Vestry of St. George
and others will soon emulate. I hope that there will
be no further dissenting voices in connection with
this Bill. v
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I, too, want some in-
formation from the hon. member in charge of this Bill.
I am in favour of providing these amenities because
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they are mecessary; but'it has been drawn to my
attention that there are a lot of people who own large
areas of land and they are refusing to sell the various
bits where the Commissioners of Health of St. Michael
want to erect these baths and latrines on the ground
that the land would be depreciated in value. I should
like to know from the hon. member if that statement
is correct. If that is so, there will be a lot of diffi-
culties encountered, because in spite of getting this
permission here they will find that they cannot erect
these baths and latrines in places which they feel are
suitable for them. It might also be a question of
amending the Compulsory - (Powers) Land Aet. 10
you are putting baths and latrines to serve people,
say at Eagle Hall or Tweedside Road, you do not want
to put them where they cannot be found. If you get
resistance from people who own land I would like te
know what can be done in the matter. -

Mr. FOSTER: This is a very essentia] Bill and
I do not think that we should hold it up. - I make bold
to say that the people in my parish are thirsting for
water and I appeal to hon. members to pass this Bill
go that the parishioners of St. Michael can have their
baths. -~ . -
Mr. GARNER: I am surprised to hear that this
Bill is a splash when -each and everyone of us should
know that a Bill of this natmre cannot come before
this House unless 16 men who form the Vestry of St.
Michael have approved it. - This is no splash by any
individual member; not very long ago we passed a
similar Bill' in respeet of ®t. Andrew and we sup-

ported it strongly. . As.a matter of fact, a Bill such :

as this should have ¢ome from the Government; but
if the Government does not see fit to bring forward
such a Bill and the Vestry of St. Michael is setting
an example, T see no reason why hon. members should
not support it wholeheartedly. Hon. members know
that in some districts the people: have no sanitary

arrangements and this Bill is certainly -a means of.

helping these people (A MEMBER: Who said not?)
This is not a question ;of polities; this is socia] legis-
lation and it is absolutely essential. With our stand-
ards of living so low where gsanitation is concerned,
I would have thought that the junior member for St.
Thomas would have been advoeating that the parish
of St. Thomas be supplied with some of these baths
and latrines tomorrow morning, (Laughter). Instead
of the boys and girls having to expose themselves in
the canefields they would have somewhere to go and
enjoy their bath. Some  people forget what they
should really do to help their constituencies; I speak
very humbly, not because I have any fear on this
geore ; but if I hawe the honour to be returned to this
House I am going to bring forward a lot of these Bills
because St. Philip needs these amenities. Some
people have no sanitary arrangements; they have
nowhere to take a bath. These amenities should be
provided in every parish, and I hope that the hon.
junior member for St. Thomas wil] be so inspired by

what the hon. senior member for the City is doing
" that he will go up there and tell the sleeping Vestry
to send up something so that they may get some of
these amenities for the people. (Launghter and
Cheers).

Mr. MOTTLEY : It is true that we do see a lot
of letters in the Press but everything we see in the
Press we cannot say that it is true. I saw in the
Press the statement which has been referred to by the
hon. junior member for St. Thomas and in one of the
Committees on which I have the honour to serve, we
Booked into the matter very carefully and we dis-
covered that in ome distriet particularly the per-
centage of people who use the bath went down. The
answer to that is this: With the potential slum

clearance in the City and with the number of people
who have been taken from this area to Belfield and
Deacons Road, it must be obvious that the number of
people using the bath would fall off. One admission
which I will make.is this: There were certain hours
during which people were allowed to use the baths,
and I hope that those hours will very soon be
amended because very many people were unable to
use the baths after they leave their work. We hope
to have-the hours So regulated as to enable people to
use the baths even late in the night. As regards the
point raised by the hon. senior member for St. Peter,
I suppose he will appreciate the fact that I have been
advocating for some time now - that in respect of
persons who own tenantries or large areas of land in
the parish of St. Michael, it is their duty to give and
not sell land for the purpose of the:erection of these
baths and latrines by the Commissioners of Health.
As a result of that advocacy ~we have been in the

,fortunate position of two tenantry owners giving us

fzhe available sites for erecting baths and latrines and
it-is hoped that they will soon be erected on these sites.
I hope that other persons will follow that example.

.There has been some trouble. where tenantry owners

have refused to sell their land for the purpose of
erecting baths and latrines and who want to say
where these baths and latrines should be erected. I
quite agree that these samitary conveniences should
not be put in places where they ‘cannot be found
except with the help of a lantern. I should like to
say that with the strength and perseverance of the
Commissioners of Health they’' will have the sites
which they want, the objections of people have been
broken down and the tendency now is to assist the
Commissioners in the provision of these social ameni-
ties. I think that that explanation will satisfy every-
body more especially the hon. member who thought
that this was a splash but who wil] appreciate that

.such a splash is not confined to Commissioners of

Health but is open also to legislators.

_ The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division. o
’ On the motion of Mr. MorTLEY; seconded by Mr.
Gawe, Mr. DEPUTY SpeAKER left the Chair, and the
House went, into Committee on the Bill, Mr. Marp
being in the Chair.

On a similar motion the Preamble was postponed.

The thirfeen Clauses of the Bill and the two
Schedules were read and passed.

The Preamble was read and agreed to,

On the motion of Mr. MorrLEY, Seconded by Mr.
(tALE, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the Bill
in Committee. :

Mr. DePUTY SPEAKER resumed the Chair and
reported aceordingly.

On motions of Mr. MorrLEy, seconded by Mr.
GALE in each case,-the Bill was read a third time
and passed.

ADDRESS RE UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF
WORKS. -

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 beg to move that Order
No. 93 on the Order Paper be taken as the next
Order of the Day. '

Mr. GARNER: T beg to second that.

Mr. MAPP.: T object. The honourable member
had an Address made the first Order of the Day under
Private Members’ Business on a previous occasion
and he shied away from it. There are other honoura-
ble members who have matters on the Order Paper
to be dealt with and T do not think the honourable
member should be allowed the privilege of bringing
up this Order before others.

-




DECEMBER 2; 1948

OFFICIAL GAZETTE 929
. ol |

Mr. CRAWFORD: I presume the honourable
member knows what he means by using the words
‘‘shied away.”” If that sort of conduet is carried,

- on by the people with whom he assoeciates I do not

think that we should be conneeted with it. . Tast
‘Tuesday we dealt with a Bill which had the objeet
of assisting in the relief of people who were getting
help from people in America and that is why. prefer-
ence was given to that Bill
‘member has to do now is to vote against the motion. -
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: It is not merely a matter
of voting against the motion. This matter with which
the honourable member wants to deal is ‘a matter

which has a'ready been debated. Must we sit down |

now and listen’ to arguments which we have already
heard ?

Mr. CRAWF‘ORD I am not movmg that any-
thing be debated; all T am moving is the passing of
the Report of the Seleet Committee in reply to the

Message from His Excellency the Governor. In |
ordinary, common courtesy we ‘have to reply to the,

Message.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: In connection with this
Report I would like to say that I have been in here
long enough to know that some honourable members
have their own way of doing certain things. . I have a
personal objection to this matter being dealt with
and T am voting against the motion. The honourable
member can say and write what he hkes about my
voting against it.

Dr. CUMMINS:
being dealt with but for different reasons from those

which have been given, reasons which are well known'
to the honourable genior member for St. Philip. I

did not want to relate those reasons but one or two
honourable membeérs say that they would like to know

the grounds for my objection. I am sorry that the |
honourable senior member “for the City is not here-

now; however, yesterday afternoon a few of us | 10th of August.

including the haonourable senior ‘member for St.
Philip met at Geovernment House .and a certain
undertaking was given.
whom?) T de not want to say all that was said: if
the move mow is to try to sabotage what we had
thought was an . agreement with those who were

" present then T am very sorry for that.

Mr. CRAWFORD:  Lest there be any misunder-
standing about what the honourable member has
said I just want to.say that at the meeting to which
he refers certain suggestions were put forward to the
effect that they were going to deal with certain items
on the Order Paper under Govemment Business and
any matters under, Private Members’ Business con-
cerning the Vestrles “before the end of the
session. T merely  interposed to say that we
would also have to deal with the Report

of the Select Committee relative to unemployment .

Relief Works. I listened to a recitation and I gave
absolutely no undertaking. because none was askedl
of me specifically. We were told that we were
only there to hear certain, suggestlons ‘made by the
speaker. We were also told that we were not. asked
to bind ourselves, to anythmg or to agree with the
suggestions which we heard. We were asked to
listen to what the Government .counsidered to be
important and what they would like to do
before the end of the session if possible. T listened
to the recitation and made no promise whatever with
regard to it.

The question 'that Order No. 93 be taken as the
next Order of the Day was put and resolved in the
affirmative on the following division.

Ayes: Messrs. SymMmonDs, FoSTER, CR.AWFORD,‘

GARNER, HavNEs, DowpiNg, GAL®, 'S. A. Warcorr,
‘Warp and MorTLEY—10,

Al the honourable -

I am objecting to thls matter :

“(Mr. - 'CRAWFORD : B‘y

Noes: Messrs. Hussanos, F', L. WaLcort, Marp,
Brackman, Lewis and Dr. CuMMINg—6.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question has
been decided in the affirmative, ten honourable mem-
bers voting ““Aye’’ and six honourable members
voting ‘“‘No.”” The next Order of the Day therefore
stands in the name of the honourable senior member
tfor St. Philip:—To move the consideration of the
report of the Select Committee appointed to draft
a Reply to His Excellency’s Message No. 13/1948
retating to unemployment Relief Works.

Mr. CRAWFORD: As honourable members are
aware, the matter before us is the Report of the
Select Committee appointed to prepare a Reply to

His Excellency’s Message No. 13/1948 relating to

unemployment Relief Works and the reply is in the

 form of an Address to His Excellency the Governor.

"His BExcellency’s Message was with reference to an
Address which was passed by this House in the
month of May requesting that certain steps be taken in
order to provide employment for the people of this
colony. The Address asked for the reclamation of

‘the Constitution Swamp; the construction of the

proposed ‘Bast Coast Road and the Cyecle track from
Thickets; the taking of steps to enable the individual
parochial authorities to relieve the land tax for the
past year on all owners of one acre of land or less
throughout the island who can establish that they
are unable to pay it; the development of the Airport
at Seawell and the construction of a new runway for

by larger aircraft; the repairs to the Wharf

-Walls ‘the construction of proposed new Elementary

and Secondary Schools; and the laying of all water
maing and the ereetlon of standpipes which have
beéen requested or suggested by parochial sanitary
‘bodies or by petitions. That Address was passed on
"the 18th of May and it took the Government three
months to reply to it. The Reply, from His Excel-
lency the Governor was laid in this House on the
In' the introductory part of the
Address the House expressed its deep concern over
the widespread unemployment which was affecting

-an, increasingly large section of the populatlon and

although the House expressed the view that no appro-
priate effort had been made by the Government to
relieve the condition of the people and requested that
immediate steps be taken to implement some of-these
proposa's, not only did the Government fail to take
the appropriate steps to do so but even refused
to reply to the Address wuntil August. When
the Reply did come, the most remarkable ex-
cuses were found for mnot adopting the sug-
gestions which had been put forward by the
House. The Select Committee has taken some pains
to reply point by point to the arguments which appear-
ed in the Message sent down by the Government
in reply to the Address passed by the House. All
of the ground has been covered and I think the
Address speaks for itself. * It would be easy for any-
one to appreciate the points to which the House takes
objection and it would a'so be easy for the Govern-
ment to understand why we find it absolutely impos-
sible to regard the advice given to His Excellency
the Governor by his Executive with any degree of
seriousness. The Address makes it perfectly plain
that in the opinion of -the House the Government
has failed to appreciate the economic position in
which large masses of the people find themselves;
that the excuses which the Government has offered
for refusmg to embark on any of the projects sug-
gested in the Address passed by the House eannot
hold water and are in many cases incorrect. T do
not propose to say anything more because the Report
of the Select Committee, which is very self-explana-
tory, will -explain for the benefit of those who' want
to read if, the reasons for the stand which has been
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adopted by the Select Committee. I beg to move that
this Address which embodies the Report of the Select
Committee do now pass. It reads as follows:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency the Governor

The House of Assembly begs to acknowledge
receipt of Your Excellency’s Message No. 13/1948
with reference to the question of measures for the
relief of unemployment.

2. Considering the urgency of this question, the
House would like -to express its astonishment over
the delay in replying to the Message under reference.
The Message from the House was dated May 18th,
1948 ; Your Excellency’s reply was received on August
10th, 1948.

3. The House would respectfully inform Your
Excellency that, in the selection of projects for the
relief of unemployment due regard has beenp paid
to the necessity for not indulging in extravagant or
unnecessary expenditure and to the long term value
of the projects specified.

Reclamation of the Constitution Swamp.

4. The House considers it more than remarkable
that only now has the Government come to the con-
clusion that the cost of reclaiming the Constitution
Swamp is out of proportion to its value. The Housge

would refer Your Excexlency to the fact that the:
machmery for the carrying out of this projeet |

arrived in the island only during the latter part of
last year, and sinee it is to be presumed that the

same engineering experts who reported favourably on:

the matter last year, to the extent of advising the
acqulsntlon of the necessary ma;ehmery, are now con-
demning it, the House is of the opinion that some
further explanatlon should be fortheoming as to why
the colony was committed to this waste of publie
funds. The House therefore would be interested
to discover the origin of and the reason for the
advice tendered Your Excellency.

Construction of the propossd East Coast Road, Etc.

5. The House would draw to the attention of
Your Excellency that four years have expired since
both Houses of the Legislature agreed to the con-
struction of the proposed East Coast Road and the
eycle track from Thickets. The equipment was
actually ordered from England to proceed with it.

The Grant of £60,000, under the Colonial Devel-
ment and Welfare Act, for certain projects, including
this one wag allowed to lapse. Competent engineering
opmlon in the Island does not regard the proposal as
a “major engmeerlng project’’ and the attention of
Your Excellency is called to the fact that

In January 1947, the Road Commissioners
of St. Joseph submitted to the Government that
if they were provided with the necessary funds
they would build the St. Joseph portion of the
road and supply all the rollers and supervision.

6. The House is in thorough agreement with the
suggestion advanced by the House of Assembly since
1944, that before a cerfain portion of this work was
commenced, legislation should be introduced as a
resuit of which the Government would obtain the
maximum benefit from enhanced land values arising
from the comstruction of the road. The House also
appreciates the position with regard to acquisition
of ‘‘land necessary for the road and preserve the
adjacent land from exploitation by speculators.”

DeczybEr 2, 1948
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The House is, however, of the opinion that
legislation to ensure the above could be made
retrospective, if mnecessary, and in any
would emphasize that, since as Your Excellency
observes, a certain amount of preliminary ex-
a.mmatlon and survey work is necessary, there seems
no justifiable reason why, if the Government does
really intend to embark on the project, this examina-
tion and survey should not be proceeded with pending
the introduction and passing of the required legisla-
tion. . ~

7. The House would point out that apart from
the ‘‘practical value to the long term development
policy of the island” of this project, and the relief
which it would provide to the unemployed, that—

(a) Since the abandonment of the railway, there
are now 226 acres of land in thig area lying
fallow, and being eroded, because the
owners have no means of getting out their
crops.

(b) Reclamation of these 226 acres of land would
provide work for 106 people in its cultiva-
tion.

(e¢) Wages for cultivation would put another
$15,956.00 in circulation annually among the
people.

(d) The putting of 226 acres back into cultiva-

tion will provide more food, and further
revenue for the colony.
This road would take the minimum of ce-
ment, steel and lumber to construct. 'The
greater part of the exipenditure would be on
unskilled labour.

The Committee appointed to examine and

report upon the continuance of the railway,

recommended its discontinuance with the
specific proviso that it should be replaced by

a vehicular roadway.

(g) The parishioners of St. Lucy, St. Peter, St.
Joseph and St. Andrew have forwarded a
petition to the Government asking that this
road be built.

(h) While it is true that 2 plantation owners

possess land in this area, there are 32 small

holders who also own plots ranging in size
from less than 1 an aere. Their land,
through the action of the Government in

closing the railway and failing to provide a

roadway, has become of no use to them.

(e)

(f)

Land Tax Relief

8. The House would express its astonishment
over the Government’s refusal to take steps to enable
the parochial authorities to relieve the land tax
for the past year on all owners of one acre of land
or less throughout the island who can establish that
they are unable to pay it. The House can come to
no other conclusion than that the Government has
failed to appreciate the position in which these
small holders found themselves after last year’s
island-wide drought. The House would point out
that relief of the sort suggested would cost the
Publiec Treasury probably less than £500.

Development of Seawell Avrport and Construction of
New Runway

9. The House can arrive at no other conclusion
than that a considerable time has been allowed to
elapse before some decision hag been arrived at with
regard to the construction of a new runway suitable
for use by larger aircraft. The House would remind
Your Excellency that a four-engined bomber has
landed at Seawell without doing the slightest visiblg’

caseﬂ
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damage to the runway and respectfully requests that
all steps be taken to expedite this matter.

Watermains and Stand Pipes

10. The House assures Your Excellency of iis
willingness to supply all necessary funds for the
provision of equipment for the extengion of the
colony’s water service, and requests that the matter
be given the prompt and early attention of the Gov-
ernment,

11. In view of all the circumstances outlined
above, the House is of the considered opinion that
the Government has failed to appreciate the economic
position in which large masses of the people of the
colony find themselves and the need for providing
relief for these people coupled with the necessity for
embarking on long-term projects essential to the
island’s development.

Mr. HAYNES: I have much pleasure in second-
ing the motion for the passing of this Address. I
think that by now most honourable members must be
tired of the seandalously loose way in which Ad-
dresses are treated by the Head of the Administration
and his advisers. They seem to forget that when these
Addresses are passed they are not matters which
are requested by one or two members of the House;
these Addresses are passed generally unanimously by
the 24 representativey of the people of Barbados.
Some of these Addresses never even seem to see the
light of day; this Address which was passed in May
is an important one, one of extreme urgency, and
it took three months to retrieve thig sort of flimsy
excuse from the Head of the Administration and his
advisers. I think it is time to advise those who are
responsible for it that this state of affairs cannot go
on and that the representatives of the people must
have their wishes acceded to otherwise, well, I
would not like to say what the consequences may be
in the future. (Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Say it).
You can say it for me.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable

member must address the Chair and honourable
members must bear in mind Rule 135. That Rule
says:
“To the end that all debates in this House shall
be grave and orderly, and that all interruption shall
be prevented, no member of the House is to presume
to make any noise or disturbance whilst any member
is orderly debating, or whilst any Bill, Order or other
matter is being read or opened; and in case of such
noise or disturbance Mr. Speaker is to call upon the
member by name making such disturbanece, and every
such person will incur the displeasure and censure
of the House.™

Mr. HAYNES: Amongst the matters which
were requested in that omnibus Address was a most
important one—the construction of the East Coast
Road. That is an island-wide topic at the present
moment and, ag the honourable introducer hag said,
some flimsy excuse hag been given for not proceeding
with it! Apart from developing Barbados this project
would provide continuous employment, in the recla-
mation of some 220 acres of land, for about 100 or
more people and revenue of about $24,000 a vear.

This Labour Government and the Governor have,

flouted the wishes of the people.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I ask the honour-
able member to bear in mind Rule 126. ‘“No member
may use the Governor’s name irreverently in debate
nor for the purpose of influencing the House in its
deliberations.’”

Mr. HAYNES: The Government seems to have
forgotten that some years ago the matter of the
construction of this road was a matter in connection
with which there were some heavily-signed petitions.

1 think that those petitiong are on record in the
Colonial Secretary’s Office. That alone should spur
the Government on with thig project but it seems
that unless they have some pet scheme in their eyes
nothing ig done at all. I think it ig time for those
in authority to realise that thig state of affairg must
be stopped. I do not want to delay the House any
longer; I have spoken fairly lengthily and strongly
and I hope that what I have said will reach the ears
of the proper authorities-

Mr. LEWIS: Thig is a rather lengthy Address
and it_certainly accuses the (tfovernment of 1naction on
a numbper of itemg that this House has requestea the
Governmeni to proceed with. I think that we are
entitied to hear the point of view of the Government
as to the reason for the inactiop since the 31st of
duly especially when His Excellency sent io tell the
House that at least a part of thig programme ke the
tenantry roads had been started, and had given some
reasons for not proceeding with the reclamation of
the Constitution Swamp and the construction of ihe
proposed KEast Coast koad and the Cycle I'rack. I
have heard it mentioned that some of the equipment
for doing this road had arrived in the island, but
from what I can gather that equipment wag useless.
Certain parts were to come to the island and ihe
equipment could not be used in that condition. I
suppose that the Select Committee must have taken
steps to discover whether more of thig equipment has
arrived in the island or not. I take it that we are
enlirely on solid ground when we state that there are
226 acres of land in thig area lying fallow and we
are accurate in our figures to the effect that the
reclamation of these 226 acres of land would employ
106 persong and that the wages for cultivation would
be $15,956.00. I take it that that would work out at
over $4 per person. I would like to know if we are on
solid ground in making these suggestions because it
is of no use overstating the case and making mistakes.
I take it that the Select Committee hag had the bene-
fit of the experience of persons who know something
about this matter and we are stating facts. The
Message from His Excellency the Governor says with
regard to the extension of the runway at Seawell, that
an examination carried out by a technical party from
the Ministry of Civil Aviation indicated that the
runway throughout its whole course was not suffi-
ciently strong enough to bear heavier aircraft, so that
the extension would not serve any useful purpose.
Some reasons have been given in this Message from
the Governor as to why these proposals were mnot
started and attention has been drawn to the fact that
considerable capital expenditure has been provided
for in the Budget Estimates. I understand that these
capital works have been started so that the overall
picture of this Reply really gives the impression that
absolutely nothing has been douve and that is not en-
tirely fair to the Administration. If the Government
have given good and sufficient reasons for overhauling
any project that has been suggested in a previous
estimate, the session of the Legislature is eoming to a
close and we understand that they are making special
arrangements for us to see the works which are pro-
posed to be carried out during the coming financial
vear. I am wondering whether the useful purpose
which we think it will serve to pass this Address to-day
will be served. The East Coast Road is a matter of
long standing and certainly something should have
been done about it. The last thing T heard about this
road is that somebody had eome out here and had
actually started to make surveys. Tn this Address
we <ay that surveys should be made and T do not
remember reading that they have been started. I
would like to hear from the Government if some sort
of survey of this road hag not been started and what
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were the findings of the expert. I quite agree that if
it is necessary to passg legislation in respect of the
enhanced value of the land before this project can be
started it does seem to one as if something could be
done about that. I feel that the Government should
explain its pesition and not allow an Address like
thig to be passed without some comment. Apparently
this comment is not fortheoming and perhaps it is re-
grettable because this accusation of lethargy, indiffer-
ence and callousness in the House of Assembly should
not go on record against the Government if there is a
reasonable excuse for not doing this work. I am not
one of those people who believe that you should build
a road merely for the fun of building it; this East
Coast Road must be built by somebody who knows
what he is doing otherwise it will not serve any useful
purpose and it may only become gz road on which
you will have to spend considerable sums of money
every year in repairing it if it is not done properly in
the first ingtance. 1 sineerely hope that before the
Address is passed the Government will augment the
information which is given in thig Reply. I ecan
understand the attitude of the honourable senior
member for St. Andrew; he lives in that distriet, he
has some land there and it will appreciate in value
by the construction of this road- I understand that
the honourable member is willing to give the Govern-
ment the appreciated value of hig land. (Mr. MAPP :
That is a joke). I highly commend him for that. As
far as the honourable member is concerned I under-
stand that legislation to get the enhanced value of
his land is not mecessary. (Mr. HAYNES: What
are you talking about then?) T am saying that I
quite appreciate the honourable member’s offer and
I sincerely hope he will remember that he made it,
that he will get others to follow suit and not make
it diffienlt when the legislation is to be made retro-
spective. I know that the honourable senior member
for 8t. Andrew has very broad acres down there and
the appreciation will spread far and wide. T am
very glad that on a previous occasion the honourable
wember made thiy offer to the Government. So far
as the Comstitution Swamp is concerned, T under-
stand that that iy mixed up with a new or improved
Victoria Bridge and I am surprised to hear that the
expense in this connection will be out of all propor-
tion to the benefits to be derived. This question has
been debated inside and outside the House for many
years and it is time that some deeision be taken in
respeet of it. I have merely made these observations
because this is a lengthy Address, it says & great deal
and I hope that the framers have gone very carefally
into it and they will not allow anybody of whom
action has beey demanded to find any loopholes in it.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: We have here g very
long-winded Report and I am not at all surprised
about it. The people who comprised this Select Com-
mittee which replied to Hig Excellency’s Message are :
the honourable members for Rt. Philip, the honour
able junior member for 8t. George and they found
an apostte in the honourable senior member for
St. Andrew. That fs the combination which sent
in this long-winded Report. From the speech of the
honourable senior member for St. Andrew—I doubt
very much that he hag read this Report : .

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: T observe that.there
are légg thay twelve honourable members in the House
and I ask the Clerk to ring the Bell, '

On the Bell being rung, a quorum was again
obtaimed.

Mr. CRAWFORD . On a point of order. T do
not want the House to be misled as ta the composition
of the Select Committee which replied to the Message
from His Exeellency the' Governor. This Select

Committee was comprised not of the four honourable .

memberg who have been mentioned but of seven hon-
ourable members, namely ; Your Honour, the honour-
able members for St. Andrew (Messrs. Haynes and
Foster), the honourable senior member for the City,
(Mr. Mottley); the honourable jumior member for
St. George, (Mr. Symmonds), my colleague the hon-
ourab'e junior member for St. Philip (Mr. Garner)
and myself,

Mr. HAYNES: I also rise on g point of order.
The honourable senior member for Peter has made
the statement that he did not think I have read this
Report. I made some amendments to the Report and
I think honourable members will be able to bear me
out on that, T think the honourable member should
withdraw that statement.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I said T doubt very
much that the honourable member hag read this Re-
port. This Report says this:—

“The Select Committee appointed to draft a
Reply to His Excelleney’s Message No. 13 of 1948
in reply to an Address from the House of Assembly
dated the 18th of May, 1948, on the subject of
measures for the relief of unemployment held a meet-
ing on the 12th day of October, 1948, when the follow-
ing Honourable Members were present. W. A.
Crawford, D. D. Garner, J. A, Haynes, B.A., F. McD.
Symmonds.”” Those are the members who drafted
this Reply.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I want to explain for the
benefit of the public who may not be aequainted with
the facts, that the Committee to which I have referred,
is that which was appointed to draft a Reply to His
Excellency’s Message. The Committee comprised
seven members and the Report wag drawn up and
cireulated to all the members of the Committee. Each
member of the Committee had the Report in his
possession for some time. On the day in question when
it was finally handed to the ‘Clerk to be reported baek
to the House there were only four members of the
Committee present ; but it ig ineorreet and misleading
to say that these four members prepared thig Report.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: If this ig an incorrect
statement then we will have to censure the Clerk for
writing something which is not true. I will read it
again. The honourable senior member for St. Philip
wantg to say that this ig incorrect.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I have never said it was
ineorrect. What 1 said was that when the Report was
handed in there were four members of the Committee
present. How many meetings could be held on the
12th .of October exeept one? Other meetings were
held previously.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Your cannot hold any
meeting without having the Minutes of the Clerk.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Perhaps this might
help us to proceed further. It is indisputable that
this Select Committee comprised those honourable
members whose names have been read out by the
honourable senior member for St. Philip. On the day
when the Committee held its meeting four of the
seven members were present, namely, the honourable
members for St. Philip (Messrs. Crawrorp and
(GARNER), the homourable senior member for St.
Andrew (Mr. Haynes) and the honourable junior
member for St. George (Mr. Symmonns). There was
therefore a quorum present. .

- Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: T am not disputing that
there was a quorum present; T am saying that these
four members are responsible for sending in - this
Report and not the seven members whe eomprised the
Select Committee. They held one meeting and it is
not true to.say that any other meeting wag held.

t is incerrect and it is a misstatement - for .any
honourable member to say that more than one meet-
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ing was held. This is an indication to show how
some people try to wriggle out of things but they
cannot wriggle out with me.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 ask honourable
members to preserve a certain amount of silence
while the honourable member is speaking,

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: It is good that some
people are kept down by God and are not allowed to
rise because here we have an example of what would
happen. This Report, for which four people are
responsible, hag been signed by the Sir Oraele as
Chairman. He knows everything about engineering;
if he were the General of an Army he would serve
certain countries well. T am not sitting here as a
member of this House and allowing my name to be
associated with something which four people have
written and saying that I am in agreement with it.
As regards the reclamation of the Constitution
Swamp, the Message from His Excellency the Gov-
ernor says this:

“Since Resolution No. 73 of 1947 was passed
the Government has given further consideration to
this projeet, and has been advised that the cost of the
work would be out of all proportion to its value,
since even when a new Victorta Bridge is erected
with a wider span it will still be impossible to prevent
flooding in the area during abnormally wet weather in
conjunction with high tides. For thls reason the
Government hag for the time abandoned the proposal
in favour of other works of a capital nature which
are more urgently required and of greater value to
the community at large, but the project will not
be lost sight of.’”

The Report in this connection says this:

“The House considerg it more than remarkable
that only now has the Government come to the con-
clusion that the cost of reclaiming the Constitution
Swamp is out of proportion to its value.’”

I cannot say that because T am no expert. T
am not competent to say if the cost of reclaiming
the Constitution Swamp is out of proportion to its
value or mot. T eannot sit here and say that the

cost of reclaiming this Swamp is not out of proportion
to its value; I would first have to get clear facts. I
hold no brief for the Government in any respect; I
do not say that the Government should not do its
work, I would like to see a lot of work done; but
there is no point in paying a competent engineer £900
per annum and then say that his advice ig wrong.
There is no point in paying people to do a job and
then when they give you advice you do not take it.
If you do not take the advice of experts then I say
that we should get rid of them. The Report of the
Select Committee goes on :—

‘“The House would refer Your Excellency to the
fact that the machinery for the carrying out of this
project arrived in the island only during the latter
part of last year, and since it is to be presumed that
the same engineering experts who reported favour-
ably on the matter last year to the extent of advising
the acquisition of the necessary machinery are now
condemning it, the House is of the opinion that some
further explanation should be forthcoming as to why
the colony was committed to this waste of publie
funds.’”

They have made a statement of fact that the
machinery for carrying out this project hag arrived,
but I cannot say as a fact that the machiney has
arrived. I have to go and get some information
in this respect. T say that it is the duty of the mem-
bers of this House to check up on thig matter and
find out if the Government has this machinery and
is only making an excuse, before they let it go on
record that they are agreeing with something which
four honourable members have written.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: T observe that there
are lesg than twelve honourable members present and
I ask the Clerk to ring the Bell.

The Bell having been rung,

‘Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: There being less
than twelve honourable members present and the
Bell having been rung for five minutes in accordance
with the Rules this House now stands adjourmed
until this day week at twelve o’clock noon,






