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THE

House of Assembly Debafés

(OFFICIAL REPCRT).

SESSION 1947—48

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, Tth September, 1948.

_ Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem-
bly met at 12 o’clock noon to-day.

*’ Present :
His Honour Mg. J. E. T. Bravoker (Deputy
Speaker), Mr. L. E. SMIitH (Choirman of Commii-
tees), Dr. H. &. Cummins, Messrs. K. N. R. Hus-
BANDS, M. E. Cox, D. A. FosteR, A. E. S. Lewrs, C. E.
TaLuma, H. D. BraocgMaN, V., C. Garg, E. D. MorTLEY,
8. A. Wavrcort, J. H. WiLkinson, 0.B.E., and R. G.
Marp. :
Prayers are read. .
Mr. Havynes enters the House and takeg his seat.

MINUTES.

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on
the 31st August, 1948, having been circulated are
taken as read and confirmed.

PAPERS LAID

© Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I have
the honour to lay on the table of the House the fol-
1oWing Papers :— .

! - The Bridgetown (Parking) Regulations, 194?.

. The Bridgetown (One-Way Traffic) Regulations,
1948,

' Message No. 24/1946 from Hig Excellency . the
Governor informing the Honourable the House of As-
sembly that the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
with the approval of the Prime Minister of His Majes-
ty's Government in the United Kingdom, has selected

. Mr. G. ¥I. Adams, M.C.P., to be an Alternate Delegate

to.the UK. Delegation to the forthcoming General

* Asgembly of the #/nited Nations to be held at Paris.

(Qlieers). :

. Mr. WILKINSON : Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I ask
leave of the House to make a few remarks in connec-
4ion with the Message from His Excellency the Gov-
.ernor Jvhic‘h has just been laid on the table of the
House.

. There being no objection, the honourable member
%L granted leave to proceed. .

~ Mr. WILKINSON: Sir,—I think it is a great
compliment to Barbados that the Secretary of State
for the Colonies has seen fit to select a Barbadian to
be one of the delegates to attend the fortheoming

#*
S

General Assembly of the United Nations at Parig and
80, we congratulate the Leader :of the House on being
selected. . At 'the same tine I cannot help commenting
on the method which has beéen adopted. The senior
member for St. Joseph was here last Tuesday and I
should have thought that the Government would have
geen fit to have sent. down a Message on Tuesday last
in connection with this matter and not to have allowed
the information to have been obtained from a mass
meeting in Queen’s Park. I regret that the Govern-
ment made such a serious error in not having notified
the House last Tuesday of this selection when the
senior member for St. Joseph was present. However,
1 would like to move that this House place on record:
its appreciation of the selection of a Barbadian to be-
a delegate to the General Assembly of the United Na~
tions in Paris next month. :

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The honourable
member was granted leave t6 make a few remarks on
His Excellency’s Message but he has not yet obtaired-
leave to make a motion in eonnection with it.

Messrs. Dowping, Warp and CRAWFORD entered.
the House while Mr. WILKINSON was speaking and
took their seats. :

Mr. MOTTLEY : Sir,—1I ask leave to make a mo-+
tion expressing our appreciation of the selection of &
Barbadian as a delegate 'to the forthcoming General
Assembly of the United Nations in Paris. :

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber is granted leave to proceed. . . :

~ Mr. MOTTLEY : I beg to move that this Honour-
able House place on record its appreciation of a Bar-
badian having been selected as an Alternate Delegate
to  the United Kingdom Delegation to the forthcom-
ing General Assembly of the United Nations to be
held in Paris. In doing so, I should like to say that 1
asgociate myself with the reamarks of the jurfor mems=
ber for St. James. Let me say at the outset that what-
ever may be our sSuperficial’ differences we
have fundamental similarities as colonials. We could
not but express our gratitude that the Mother
Country has seen fit to depart from ancient
tradition and select a Colonial-—more especially a Co-
lonial of real African descent——to represent all her
colonies, not only her West Indian colonies, at an As-
sembly of such great importance as the one to be held
in Paris next month. (Cheers). I feel, Sir, that this
is an outstanding tribute which will go down in his-
tory and I hope that it is only a stepping stone to
higher things.

Mr. WILKINSON : I have much pleasure, Sir,
in seconding that motion. I do not think I can add to’
what I said earlier, and I repeat that it is a great com--
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pliment to us that a Barbadian has been selected for
this purpose. We do appreciate the fact that a Bar-
badian has been selected. .

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I should
like to make a few remarks by way of an explanation.
The junior member for St. James said that it was re-
grettable that this inform@tion was not given on Tues-
day last, or words to that ©ffect, when the senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph was here. Those of us who knew
about it were bound to seerecy until an announcement
was made in the United Kingdom on Sunday night.
Consequently, as the honourable member will under-
stand, nothing could be said about the matter in this
House before to-day.

Mr. COX : 1 want to move an amendment to that
motion. T think it is but fair and fitting that the
name of the person who has been selected should be in-
serted in the motion and for that reason I beg to move
that the words ‘‘in the person of Mr. G. H. Adams’’
be inserted after the word ‘‘Barbadian’’,

Mr. MAPP : While I think we all appreciate the

very open-handed and genuine tribute which hag been

paid by the other side of this House yet I think that
the wording of the motion shou'd be just as open-
handed and genuine, We should not simply let it go
on record as our -appreciation of the appointinent of
a. Barbadian but we should also be su-open-handed
a8 tosay ‘s Barhadiam ih the person of Mr. So and
Se.” For that reason I beg to secomd the amendment
of the semior themrber for St. Michael.
Mz, MOTTLEY - Iacecapt the smwendinent.

- Mz TALMA : 1 do adtiive the napkhnioons
spreit whiteh has been evineed heve té-day by membery
of ¢he Opposition. Timust say that T Feel winteful to
be here todday and ¢o hdar sueh sefitiments as have
Been texpresged by the ‘Oppositicn: I bagdly Helibve
that 4en .years agd any ‘Senfintonss such @y have fallen
from the lips of the juwior waembér fior St. Juies ahd
athers: who hatve spokeh would ever have boen oxprogs.
ed in the Ghaxwber and if that Wa@nanithows Spirit
which: bas beon ‘evinced heire to-day continwes, it would
be well for the future of this colowyy: (Ohwers).

The guiestioh that the motich, as amended,-do now
puss is put awd resolved in the sffirfmative without &-

visiom.
PETITIONS:

Mr. TALMA : Mr. Deptity Speakdr,—1 beg o
present a petition from the Vestry of the parish of
Christ Church praying the House to pass a Bill to an-
thorize them to pay a gratuity of £25 to Geraldine
Burenett, lately a nurse at the slmshouse of the said
parish, and to charge the =amre on the rates of the
sand. parish.

Mr. DEPUTY SPRAKER : T take it that the
lamguage 'of the petition is teémperate and respeectful.

. Mr. TALMA : Yes, Your Honour, and I ask that
the pétition be taken as read.

I also beg to present a petition from the
Highway Commissioners of the parish of Christ
Church praying the House. to pass a Bill to
authorize them to borrow a sum or suns of money wot
exceeding £2,500 to be used in the purchase and im-
portation of a Diesel Motor Road Roller for use of the
said parish. The petition is respectfully worded and
I beg to move that it be tiaken as read.

Both petitions are taken as read.

NOTICES.

Government Notices are given as follows —

Mr. BLACKMAN : Resolution to approve the
Regulations entitled the Bridgetown (Parking) Regu-
lations, 1948, made by the Director of Highways and
Transport on the 12th day of February, 1948, and ap-
proved and sanctioned by His Exeelleney the Govern-
or.onthe 10th day of April, 1948, under the provisions
of section T of the Motor Vehicles and Road: Traffic

Act, 1937 (1937-16), as amended by sections 41 and
42 of the Department of Highways and Transport
Act, 1945 (1945-12).

Mr. BLACKMAN : Resolution to approve the
Regulations entitled the Bridgetown (One-way Traf-
fic) Regulations, 1948, made by the Director of High-
ways and Transport on the 12th day of February,

{ 1948, and approved and sanctioned by His Excellency

the Governor on the 10th day of April, 1948, under
the provisions of section 7 of the Motor Vehicles and
Road Traffic Act, 1937 (1937-16), as amended by see-
tions 41 and 42 of the Department of Highways and
Transport Act, 1945 (1945-12).

Mr. TALMA : Resolution to approve the follow-
ing allocation of the balance of the stabilisation fun
fixed on the 2nd of September, 1948, by the Governor-
in-Executive Committee on the advice of the Fane
Molasses Control and Marketing Board under the pro-
visions of section 10 of the Barbados Fancy Molasses
Production and Export Aet, 1937,

The balance of the stabilisation fund shall be
allbedted’ athong producers of fancy molasses and
among producers of sugar other than muscovado

“SHgAT A Tollows :—

(a) among producers oi,fancy molasses at the
rate of .8990¢. a'gallén on eVery wine gallon
produced; and

(b) among producers of sugar other than musco-
vado wH@lr gt the w¥¥teof $3.6686 per ton of
wuger xiade,

Other Notices are as:follerws -

Mr. S. A, WALCOTT: Of the following Address:

*
The House of Assembly

To :
His Excellency The Governor
- The Honse of Neserbly rédpsettilly réquest Your
Bxcellentey to také the nesdsdary stéps 1o erable the
550 tons of rice from Brazil to be sold at six (6) eerité

per pint. :
Mr: HUSBANDS : Of ‘the foltowing Address:—

The Howse of - Aséembly
Fo
‘His Ewcellency The Govérnor

The House of Assembly respectfully request Your
Excellency to forward to Iﬂs Majesty’s Principal See-
retary -of State for the Colonies their grave expression
in protesting againét the recent action taken by the.
Government of the Union of South Africa in applying:
“Jim Crow’’ regulations to travellers on traiks in
Cape Town.

- 2. Deciding to oust from the Legislature of that
Country the representatives of non-white citizens of
the Union,

3. The House of Assembly respectfully hope
that His Majesty’s Government will take appropriate
action dhd give a clear indication that the policy of
the South African Government ig noj in the pest in-
terests of the British Commonwealth of Nations.

. 4. The House respectfully urge that a bah be
placed on imports from the Union of South Africa as
an indication of this colony’s disapproval with this
policy. )

Mr. TALMA : A Bill to authorise the Vestry of ,
the parish of Christ Church to pay a gratuity to
(Geraldine Burnett, recently employed as a N¥rse at
the Christ Church Almshouse.

Mr. TALMA : A Bill to authorise the Commis#
sioners of Highways for the parish of Christ Church’
to raise a loan not exceeding two thousand five hun-
dred pounds for the purpose of purchasing a Diesel
Motor Road Roller:

-¥.

QF AP .
-

Y
.« W, . -
e m*‘
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Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : Of my intention to move E
later in the day for the passing of the Address of !
which I gave notice a few moments ago.

Mr. CRAWFORD : Of the following Address :

The House of Assembly
To
His Ezcellency The Governor

The House of Assembly beg to acknowledge re-
eeipt of Yoor Exeellengy’s Message No. 18/1948 with
regard to the propegation of the House and the issuing
of writs for a geueral election. '

The House respectfully would informa Your Ex-
cellency that, in their considered opinion, the middle
of December is unsuitable for the holding of a general
election and would request Your Excellency to pro-
rogue the Legislature, with a view to its dissolution,
around the middle of October and to issue the writs
for a general election on -the same day.

" Mr. CRAWFORD : Of my inteniion te meove
later in the day for the passing of the Address of
which I have just given nqtice.

. Mr. LEWIS : I rise to,a point of order agd I
should like to say that inasmuch as we haye a Message
from His Excellency the Governor already, in connec-
tion with the prorogation of this Legislature, I con-
sider that the better course would pe to appoint a
Seteet Committee of thisg House to dvajt & ngly 1o
that Message and make f suggestien or spggestions ta
the House. (Cheers). I respeetfully submit to ¥Qy,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, that that is the hetter way to.
deal with the matter. (He %sar). a '

. Mr. DEPU’];Y_SPEA%}E : The senior member
for St. Philip is quité in ordér tn giving notice of this
Address but if and when the matten comes up for dis-
cfission, the junior member for the ity or any other

member may move that the Governor’s Message be |.

referred to a Select Conginittee or adopt whatever

cgurse, he thinks, iy apprepriate.
" Mr. CRAWFQRB : 0f the following Address:—
' The House of Assembly
To

His Excellency. The Governor

The House of As.s,e‘?bly beg to. draw to Your Ex-
cellency’s attention the fact that considerable dissatig:
faction exists amongst empl,qyees in the public service
of the colony, more especially in the junior ranks of
the Civil Establishment and the unestablished staff,
in consequence of their present remuneration which
is inadequate.

The House of Assembly would draw Your Excel-
leney’s attention to the current increage in the cost of
living and, in view of the urgent necessity for assist-
ing these people to cope with 1it, respectfully reguest
Yaur Excellency {o take the necessary steps:

(a) to make available to these employees any.
additional remuneration fo which they are entitled as,
a result of the investigatiop conducted by Mr. G. H.
Adams, C.B.E, or '

(b) any other steps which would afford them
some immediate relief from their present distress.

Mr. CRAWFORD : Of the following Address:--

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency the Governor

The House of Assembly is of the opinion that in
order to assist in promoting British West Indian unity
and solidarity, there should be an annual interchange
of school children on holiday and respectfully re-
quests that Your Excellency will endeavour to obtain
the co-operation of the other West Indian colonies to.
make this proposal a reality.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Of the following Address:—

The House of Assembly
To '
His Excellg@cy the Qovernor

The Howuse begs to draw te the attention of Your
Excellency the foHowing — : -
- The standard of living of the people in this célo-
ny is comsiderably lower than it is in Great Brdtain, .
and the existing import restrigtiony compel the coleny
to purchase essential eommodities st priced which aré
far higher than those for which they could Be obtaitic
ed outside United Kingdom markets. -
Continusnce of the present position wid) serious--
ly affect the economy of the eountry and lower an &l

ready low standard of existenee:

The House aceordingly roguests that Your Exeel-:
lency will make représentations to the Unmited King-:

‘dom with a view to obtaining the institution of effect-
1ive price eontrols on :goods manufactured in the-
.United Kingdom for the export trade to the colomies. '

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME -

 On the motien of Mr, T4 éﬂwnd&%hymf
%8 khe of.

B{;ACKMAN% a B,];,l,,l,,;tp ) Q(% :
Highways, for the parish of Christ Chureh to raise a.
loan net exceeding %2,;5 . fr the pyrpose of purchas-
ing g Diesel Motor Boad Roller is read a firsf time,
On the motion of Mr. TanMas, seconded by Mz,

BLACEMAN, a Bill to anthorize the Vestry of Christ
Church tq pay a gratyity o ;2% to fi},erald%fe Burnett,

recently employed as g Nurse' 4t the Christ Clureh’

-Almshouse is read g first tine.

PUBEIC HEALTH AND HOUSING BILES =
~ POSTPONED. .

Dr. CUMMINS (Aféer having heon gramtad snss:

‘to take charge of the Quders standing in the mayee of
the hopouszble semioy zg&mben fog, 54, Jeseph. (Ms.
Doy,

Apams): Mr. Deputy —J3889%6. Yo proeeed.
to call  the Orpdews I .should like te state that
1 am wunable te proceed’ with the first Order toe.
day. The smendmenis te the Bill are many apd eé ;
prapose to, have them. cyelostyled and distributed.
amang. honourable members, so, as to give them fume:
to peryse them at home.  'We shall proceed, to. comsides.

| them at our next meeting. I, therefore, ask leave. to..

PO&t}eEme Orders Nes. 1 and 2. T
_ here heing na objeetion, the honourable memben .
is granted the leave asked for and Orders 1 and 2. are..

agcordingly postponed. /
COMMETTRE OF SUPPLY.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order is toi
resume Committee of Bupply to consider the grant of
sums of money for the service of the Colony. o

Mr. SpraKER leaves the Chair and the House re-
%limgs Committee of Supply, Mr. 8MiTH being in the

air, : : N

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTES FOR GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,—The first Reso-
lution i§ for the sum of £19,485 for the servicé of the
Colony. The respective’ Departments and amourtts’
are set out in the schedule to the Resolution,—a Res--
olution similar to those which have come before this
House from time to time for supplementary votes for
Departments. There js nothing controversial about
the Resolution and I shal]l proceed to take the Heads
in the Schedule one by one. -

(1)
Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Head VI
Customs, item 7, Eight Watchmen—1948-49, £750
stand part of the schedule. '
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Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

Mr. COX: I want to say a few words in connec-
tion with these watchmen. The long hours for which
these watchmen work and the non-provision of shel-
ters for them have been drawn to the notice of the
Government on a few occasions and once again 1 want
to bring them to its notice in the hope of getting some-
thing done in the respective matters. It is known by
members of the Government and members of this
House as well as by others that there are watchmen
in the Government’s employ who work for as many
as 105 hours a week and I think that any reasonable
person would agree that those hours are definitely too
long. Some of these watchmen go to work at 4 o’clock
in the afternoon and leave at 7 o’clock on the follow-
ing morning. To be required to watch for 15 hours
a day is definitely too hard on these watchmen and
something should be done to afford them relief. Then,
as we go about the island we see watchmen employed
by the Department of Highways and Transport with-
out meang of shelter from rain and I think that suit-
able huts should be constructed for these men, After
all, they are human beings and they should not be left
in the rain and the cold, as if they were dumb animals.
As a matter of fact some dumb animals are housed
and I repeat that suitable huts should be constructed
and conveyed to the places where these watchmen are
watching fools and materials belonging to the Depart-
ment. I sincerely hope that the Government will take
‘heed of what I am saying and remedy the situation
in respect of the two matters which I have mentioned.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,—It escaped me
40 draw to the attention of this Committee that since
this Resolution was introduced, a memorandum was
circulated among honourable members stating that it
is proposed to increase the amount under this Head
by £300 to meet the cost of providing four temporary
clerks to enable arrangements to be made for the
staffing of the rum bonds. I ask leave to increase the
amount under Customs by £300.

.. There being no objection, leave is granted and
the £750 is increased by £300.

Mr. LEWIS: Paragraph 2 of the memorandum
to which the senior member for St. Thomas referred
states that these are to be temporary clerks to enable
arrangements to be made for the staffing of the rum
bonds. I should like to throw out a hint to the hon-
ourable member and it is this: If the Government is
employing additional temporary clerical assistance in
the Customs Department, it should consider whether
it is a right thing to take these new employees and
put them to work at such a great distance from the
central Customs Warehouse. I am saying, Sir, that
this proposal does not necessarily mean that that will
be done but I am asking the senior member for St.
Thomas to give the assurance that what are virtually
warehouses under Customs control at great distances
from the central Customs, will be staffed by senior and
responsible clerks. I throw out that suggestion so that
the honourable member may know that at least one
member of the House thinks that way.

The question that the sum of £1,050 be voted
-under this Head is put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

On the motions of Dr. CuMmmiINg, seconded by Mr.
BrackKMAN in each case, the Committee agrees to the
following standing part of the Schedule:—

(2)

Head VIII Post Office, item 12, Inland Mails—
1947-48, £29; item 13, Overseas direet mails (Sur-
face)— 1947-48, £200; item 14, Overseas direct mails
(Air)—1947-48, £300, total £529.

(3)
Head IX Public Market, item 13, Hot Water
Supply—1948-49, £29.

(4)
Head XIII Legislatare, (b) ‘Other Charges,
House of Assembly, item 13, Reporting and printing
debates of Legislature—1947-48—£106.

(5)
Head XIV Legal Departments (b) Other
Charges, item 47, Incidentals—1947-48, £3; item 54,
Books and stationery--—1947-48, £1.

(6)

Head XVI Prisons, item 18, Provisions—
1947-48, £200; item 20, Cleaning, water and light—
1947-48, £70; item 22, Maintenance of hospital—
194748, £35.

(7

Head XX Education, iv. Further Education,
item 29, Grant for evening classes—1948-1949
£2,000; v. University Education, item 26, Island
Scholarships at Codrington College—1947-48, £3;
item 32, Students in the United Kingdom—1948-49,
£315.

(8)

Head XXV Public Works Department, item 33,

Harbour Police Station and Jetty—1948-49, £50.
(9)

Head XXVI Pensions, item 3, Police and Fire
Brigade Pensions and Gratuities—1947-48, £2,680;
item 4, Teachers Pensions and Gratuities—1947-48,
£1675; item 6, Public Pensions and Gratuities—
1947-48, £4,684.

(10)

Head XXVIII Subsidies and Grants, item 32,
Tmperial War Graves Commission—1948-49, £21;
tg?e;n 33, Barbados Nurses’ Association-—1948-49,

(11)

Head XXIX Miscellaneous Services, item 24,
Books and Publications—1947-48, £35; item 25,
Insurance of Government Buildings, ete.—1947-18,
£38; item 25, Insurance of Government Buildings
ete.—1948-49, £75.

(12)

Head XXX Income Tax and Death Duties

Department, item 10, Travelling Expenses—1947-48,

k3.
(13
Head XL Waterworks, item 29, Delivery of
Water by lorry-—1948-49, £1,600. ’

(14) rEsOLUTIONS.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the following
stand part of the schedule:—

Resolution No. 60/1946-—Water-borne Sanitary

Services at Deacon’s Road Tenantry, £1491;
Water-borne Sanitary Services at Befield Tenantry,
£1,742; Enclosures to house spots at Belfield, £600.
Mr. BLACKMAN: T beg to second that.
Mr. WILKINSON: This total of #£3,833 does
seem to be a large increase of the amcunt of £6,852
which was provided for these purposes. I am not
questioning the wizdom or otherwise of instituting
the water-borne system in these tenantries but I
do think that the amount has been inecreased enor-
mously. I wonder whether the senior member for
St. Thomas can tell me whether the water-borne
system was included in the original estimate.

Dr. CUMMINS: The explanatory note says:—
“Under B,esolution No. 60/1946, the sum of £6,852
was provided for the purpose of supplying domestie
tap, water-closet and shower bath to 66 homes in
the Deacon’s Road Tenantry, Black Rock, for the pur-

-~

-

-

N
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pose of supplying domestic tap, water closet and
shower bath to 68 homes in the Belfield Tenantry,
Black Rock, and for the purpose of supplying palings
and fencings, and the planting and caring of hedges
to each house spot and playing field in the Belfield
Tenantry.”’ That was in 1946 and everyone knows—
the honourable member more than anyone else—that
the cost of materials and labour has increased con-
ciderably sinee then.

The question that the sum of £3,833 be voted
under this Head, Resolutions, is put and resolved in
the affirmative without division,

(15)

On the motion of Dr. CumMmiNs, seconded by Mr,
BrACKMAN, the Committee agrees to the following
standing part of the schedule :—

Resolution No. 8271947, Cost of Living Allow-
ance to Persons in receipt of Pensions from Govern-
nient—April, 1946—March, 1948—£675.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the fol-
lowing Resolution do now pass:—* Resolved that the
sum of £19,485 be placed at the disposal of the
Governor-in-Executive Committee for the service of
the Colony as set out in the schedule hereto.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Before you put the question,
Mr. Chairman, I should just like to make a brief
observation on No. 13, Head, Waterworks, £1,600.
When a sum of £500 is provided for an item and
the supplementary Resolution is for three times the
original estimate, it certainly seems to me that the
Department concerned should have come back to
this House at a much earlier date. The original
amount in this case has been overspent by more
than three times as much. When the House pro-
vided £500 for a service and £2,100 has to be spent

- on that service I think, Sir, that the House should

have had a say in the matter long before now.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
is put and resolved in the affirmative without divis-
ion.

INSTALLATION OF ELECTRICITY IN THE HOUSE OF
ASSEMBLY CHAMBER AND OFFICES.

Dr. CUMMINS: The next Resolution is for the
sum of £280 to meet the cost of the installation of elec-
tricity in the House of Assembly Chamber and
Offices and the charges for electrie current for the
remainder of the current financial year. The items
are set out in the addendum and those of ug who
feel that this House should meet at night or late in
the evening will welcome this Resolution. I beg to
move that this Resolution do now pass. '

Mr. BLACKMAN: 1 beg to second that.

Mr, MOTTLEY. . This is very necessary and it
is also necessary that the Government should send
down a Resolutien for a sum of monsy to meet the
cost of installing fang in thig Chamber. There are
days when the heat is intolerable in this Chamber.
These palm leaves on the table ara ne longer service-
able; as a matter of fact they should be given to the
Museum. I think the members of the Government
should make a note of my suggestion with the view
of having it earried into effect.

Dr. CUMMINS: I promise the honourable
member that I shall bring forward his suggestion in
‘the proper quarter.

Mr., WILKINSON: I notice that included in
this estimate is the cost of these fluoresecent lamps
already installed as.a temporary measure and I have
been wondering for some time where the money
came from to install these lamps. It was not done
with the consent of this House and T thought it was

paid for out of the Governmor’s “‘two hundred”,
Personally 1 am not in favour of night sittings, but
as long as we sit here sometimes until it is dark I
think that these lights are necessary.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
is put and resloved in the affirmative without di-
vision.

On the motion of Dr. CuMMINs, seconded by Mr.
BrackMAN, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of two
Resolutions, the postponement of two in Committee
of Supply and asks leave to git again,

The House resumes and on the motions of Dr.
CummiNg, seconded by Mr. BLACKMAN in each case,
the two Resolutions which are passed in Committee of
Supply are read a first and a second time and are
agreed to.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order is
to move the House into Committee of Supply to con-
sider the grant of sums of money for the service of
the Government. :

On the motion of Dr. CumMmINs, seconded by Mr.
BracrMaN, Mr., DEpuTY SPEAKER leaves the Chair
and the House goes into Committee of Supply, Mr.
SMITH being in the Chair.

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE FOR MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES
POSTPONED.

Dr. Cummins asks for and ig granted leave to
postpone a Resolution for £1,000 to supplement the
provigsion in the Estimates of Expenditure for the
year 1948-49 under Head XXIX, Miscellaneous
Services, item 2, Cost of Exchange.

UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENT FOR THE BARBADOS
VOLUNTEER FORCE.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, — The next
Resolution is for the sum of £208 to provide to the
31st March, 1949, for expenditure on uniforms and
equipment at a cost of £132; uniform allowance for
officers at a cost of £30; and a typewriter at a cost of
£46 for the Barbadog Volunteer Force. It is well
known to honourable members that we are reviving the
Volunteer Force and later on we shall deal with a
Resolution for the appointment of certain officers.
This Resolution is for the sum of £208 to equip the
men and to purchase a typewriter. I beg to move
that it do now pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN: 1T beg to second that.

The question that this Resolution do now pass is
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Mr. Symmoxps enters the House and takes his
seat. :

RESOLUTION r¢ SUBSIDIZATION OF COMMODITIES
b POSTPONED.

Dr. Cummins asks for and is granted leave to
postpone a Resolution for the sum of £128500
to supplement Resolution No. 16 of the 13th April,
1948, to provide for the subsidization of flour,
salt fish, salt pork and balanced animal feed to
the 81st. March, 1949, in order that the price of
these commodities may be stabilized at such priees
as may be fixed by the Competent Authority.

! MANAGER FOR SEAWELL AIRPORT

Mr. BLACKMAN: The next Resolution is for
the sum of £350 to engage the services of a Manager
for Seawell Airport to the 31st. March, 1949,

The addendum states that the situation at Sea-
well Airport is unsatisfactory and it is hard to
justify further delay in s matter which concerns
the safety of the travelling public. It s proposed
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te engage the services of an Airport Manager on
a temporary basis for the remainder of the current
financial year at a salary betwten £30 and £50 per
month according to qualifications. The appomtment
will be reviewed in connection with next year’s
Estimates when the salary of the post will be
fixed permanently. I'beg {o move that this Resolution
do now pass.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I do not want to delay the
passing of this Resolution but I should like to
obtain g little more information about this matter.

i would Hke to know what are the duties of this}

officer. The Government could hardly expect Us t:o
vote a sum of money to engage the services of this
Manager at Seawell Airport without telling wus
what his dufies gre. - ‘

Mr. BLACKMAN: At the present moment
1 cannot give any further information in.the matter.
I have sent for the file and as soon as it comes I will
be able to give the information which the honourable
member asks fox. ’ .

Dr. ICUMMINS: In the curcumstances I beg
to move that the further consideration of this Resolu-
tion be postponed.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

The question that the further consideration of
this Reso’ution be postponed is put and resolved in
the affirmative without division.

RESOLUTION 7¢ REHABILITATION OF DISCHARGED,
PERSONNEL POSTPONED

Dr. Cumming asks for and is granted leave
to postpone a Resolution for £5000 to supplement
Resolutiion No. 8 of the 25th February, 1948, for
the following purposes:—(a) 1o make provision
for the establishment in civil life of diseharged
Service personnel; (b) to operate or participate in
schemes for the care and maintenance of discharged
service personn:t; and (e) to provide a rehabilitation
fund from which payments may be made.

REHABILITATION AND EXTENSION OF THE FISHING
INDUSTRY

Mr. TALMA: The next Resolution, Sir, is for
the sum of £3,000 for the rehabilitation and exten-
sion of the fishing industry of the Island.

The addendum. sets out the details relative to
this amount. An industry, such as the fishing indus-
try, whereby the community as a whole standg to
benefit should always be assisted and I feel sure, Sir,
that any Resolution which has for its object the grant-
mg of assistance to fishermen would always meet
with the approval of all honourable members of this
Chamber. In faet, I hope that in the not too distant
future, not only will fishermen be assisted in the pur-
chasing and repairing of their boats but also in
securing fishpots because fishing is done not only in
the deep sea but also around the coast. The ones who
also fish but are too poor to purchase boats should be
assisted in securing fish-pots and I hope that the
next time the Government comes to this House for
money to rehabilitate and extend the fishing indus-
try, the amount will not be £3,000 but £6.000 or
even more. I beg to move that this Resolution do
I:0W pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: ILike the senior member for
Christ Church T hope to see the amount increased to
£6,000, possibly £12,000, to give the necessary
assistance to this valuable industry. Bnt, Sir, there

seoms to be some misundersianding about this matter
wiich 1 shouid like to be eleared up. Hven in the
addendum to this Resolution, it is stated that this
£5,600 is to enable the Fisheries Committee to make
loans to fishermen for the building and equipping
of new boats, for repairs to boats and for the pro-
vision of fishing tackle. The misunderstanding to

' which I refer is whether loang should also be made to

ownirs of fishing boatg who are not actual fishermen.
There is a great difference between ﬁshermgn and
owners of fishing boats and the fecling is that
fishermen alone, the majority of whom have never
been owners of fishing boats can avail themselves of
this opportunity to obtain loans, but the owners of fish-
ing boats who have never been actual fishermen but
have invested ail their savings ipn fishing boats
cannot. I should like to know whether the Govern-
ment’s spokesman can give the assurance that
these funds will be used to assist not only fishermen
but also owners of fishing boats who take an active
interest in the fishing indusiry,

Mr, WARD: If this money is to help only fish-
ermen who are actually engaged in fishing, then 1
should like to say that T agree with the senior member
for the City that some assistance should also be
given to persons who purchase fishing boats to enable
fishermen to go out to sea and fish. These boat owners
provide the necessary equipment for the men who are
willing to go fishing and T think that they too should

“be assisted in keeping their boats in repair, so as to
“be able to employ fishermen throughout the fishing

season. Although it is a very commendable thing to
help fishermen to own their own boats yet T feel
we should not lose sight of the fact that the owners
of fishng boats who are not actual fishermen give’
the fishermen the opportunity to learn to fish and,

therefore, they too should he assisted in keeping their

boats in repair. T feel that the Government’s spokes-.
man should give us the information asked for, so
that we may be able to pass it on to owners of
fishing boats if and when they make enquiry of
us in the matter.

Mr. COX: T real'y do not see anything wrong
as far as this Resolution is concerned. As we know
for some years now the Government has been lending
money to fishermen who own boats to enable them
to build or repair their boats, not, ag T understand,
to fishermen who do not own boats; therefore, I
cannot see anything in the point which has been
raised by the senior member for the City. I take

it that the money is loaned to fishermen for the

repair of boats that need repair or, in cases in which
the boats are in such a bad condition that they ean-
not be repaired, to furnish new boats.

Mr. 8. A. WALCOTT: I am in agreement with
tke senior member for the City. As far as I can
understand the matter, the owner of a fishing boat
has to be actually a fisherman to be able to obtain a
loan to repair his boat and that is an entirely wrong
principle. There are many owners of fishing boats
who are suffering because they cannot get any
assistance to repair or replace their boats and I
certainly think that the Government should do some-
thing to relieve them.

Mr. LEWIS: I really think that in the event of
an emergency and wanting to get fish for the people,
the Government may be excused for going outside
the striet interpretation of a Resolution but I regard
it as a dangerous principle for the Government to
take these funds and encourage people who do not
actually cateh fish to own fishing boats to be hired
by, or rented to, fishermen. The first duty of the

Government is to the people who actually go fishing,
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to assist them to be independent enough to own their
own boats. That is what the Government shouid do.
If I go to the Government to-morrew and tell its
members that I would like to be given the concession
on a certain' bus route, are they going to lend me
the money to buy eight or ten emunibuses? -The
proposal of the senior member for the City is
tantamount te a person saying to the GoverAment
“T want to stay 4t home and send fishermen to die for
me. T would ¥ke you to help me t6 build 3 eoupls
of boats for the purpose.’” Is the Government going
to' help people who find thémselves with sufficienit
ioney to beé able to build boats and insure thein
againist losg? ¥ think that that is dangerous ground
to tread upon becausdé 1 cannot see how the Govern-
#terit could refiise to help other people to establish
themiselves in other industries. Help the fishermen
to bt ihdependent etiough to own their own boats
bt as far as helpung ’ohe people who are going to
put up the price of fish is coneerned I think the
Government sgould liave to be careful how it proceeds
Alorig that llne I feel thaf it is a dangerous
prme 6. I am not telling the (iowernment not to
embar on it, 1f its memberg find it expedlent so to
do, but 1 am ling them to beware of the procedure.
Mr, LEY: I did not think that my
Giiit Would have rﬂ§ulted in the makng of so many
iffelevant statements by other honourable members.
I am not going to anticipate the rep'y of the senior
wmember for Chrlst Chrurch but I ain sura that he
appreciates the recemmendation which T héve made
Let me reply to my colleague. What is the real
position with regard to the fishing industry? Some
years ago when there were 150 to 200 fishing boats
in thiy istend;, what percentipe of the pedplle wWho
exercised" thew calling on thobe bodfs whs boat
owners? Without afiy fitancial assistiivée piople i
the same walk of l'ffe Pt tho$s boats but did not
actually go fishing. I repeat what the addendum to
the Resolution states:— ‘‘The Fiskéries Comhhittee
have asked that a further sum of £3,000' be made
available in order to enable them tvo' mike lodns td
fishermen for the building and equipping of new
boats, for repairs to boats and ifor the provision of
ﬁshing tackle.”” That can only mean what it says,
that is, that these lodmns are ‘to be Made available
to fishermen and what I am saying is this: There
are many people of the fisherman’s type who invest
their savings in boats—even long before the Govern-
ment thought that the fishingp AdMBtEy wag worth
while being assisted—and provide the means for
fichermen to go to sea. There seems to be some mis-
understanding in the granting of these loans. A man
only becomes a fisherman when he has had the op-
portumty to fish on somebody’s boat and after he has
become a fisherman he éan make appﬁbatmn for a loan
to build and equip a new boat or if e is a fisherman
owning a fishing boat he can make application for a
loan to repair his hoat but the pérson on whose boat
he learnt to fish cAhnot avail hitnsel¥ of the oppor-
tunity to borrow some of this monéy to repair his
YBoat or to provide fishing tackle, simply bacatse he
is mot actually » fisherman. I challenge anyone to
say that the majority of the owners of fishing boats
around this coast are not small people and these
boats are owned by small people because other
perzons who thought of investing $700 or $800 or
%900 in a fishing hoat would not, in the absence of an
insuranee scheme, take the chance. This Resolution
is saying that a person who is a fisherman can be
dssisted to build or repair hoats but the actual owner
of a fishine hoat who took the chance when there

Wit fiom Bis
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'was no insurance schemte amd built his boat so that
fishermen cou'd go to sea and cabeh fish cannot
avail himself of such assistance, when mnearly every
week one reads in the nmewspapeis about the loss of
a fishing boat or fishing boats. I cannot understand
the drgument that if you help people in an industry
such dk this, you will have to help people whb: drive
omnibuses to own buses, That is ridiculous. Some
consideration must be given to the small owners of
boats. No one is geing o say that if A never had
any interest at all im the ﬁshmg mdustry he should
be given assistance te invest in boats. Personally I
would not agree to that but if a4 person who is not
an actual fisherman owns a fishing boat and it is im
uweed of repair—and; there are hundreds of people

| in this island who are owaers of fishing boats and

are not fishermen—he should be given assistance £from
these fumds. That is my sole eontention. 1 have e
desire that this Resolution should be’ postponed bes
cause in my earlier remarks T began by saying that
I hope that the amount for this Urposs. would be
increased to £12000. The owner of & ﬁshln boa%

- gots his boat cxnashed 15 “in 3 gale Buf beeause ‘he is n6

a ﬁshefman ke éaﬁﬁﬁj‘; rateive stanee from , this
pund to replace hig ﬁ()af My éo‘hten‘ﬁl h 3. t'hg‘é he
should be given Goitld éﬁs‘iﬁté‘n 5 Toplate or fepalt
hi§ boat eéausé the %& it of ﬁns is anif
#6&1; in' ‘the gme W a5 they
Benefit’ from' the b('}%% which i puilt wﬂ:{ some of
this money by a. ﬁshériﬁ‘an -
br. CUMMINS: ufte appreclate the pomt
of the' ‘setior iﬁean ‘for the 011; ana I profnisé hith
Ahd those who féel llke hitn that T will take it
Yp i ’ﬁhe p“ro_‘pEr qu
TAL 1 t‘ﬁoi‘blfg‘ﬁ'fy _agrée with the
vs‘eﬁfhﬁ»énts) éx»j)’r sséd by the senior mémber fof
the City and many of the other, Onourable memberg
o hdve spoken on’ thiy s jeot. fhough the
}51‘1n(:1’ple May' be wri)n,g, ‘151& faet remams thaf
in the past the ohes whq owned fishing boaIs
were mnot neeessarlf {%}:(; Tmén; there were there
befote the Fishetieg tee, wag es.‘tabhtahe&
and théy are sfill’ thex"e to-ilay'”th&y provlde work
for fishermen. What we neéd to, do is to asgist
the fishing industry as a Whoie and i we do that,
we shall not only be providing employment but a'so
fébd' for the pedple o this country. I too promise
that I shall go into. the matter more carefunlly.
It must be borme in mind that the Fisheries
Committee is only in its infancy; we have not

"even built our experimental boat yet.

Mr. LEWIS: I feel that in any review of this
matter the Government -should  consider that its
first duty is to take hard-working fishermen who
risk their lives at sea and make them boat owners
instcad of boat renters; that is my contention.

Mr. HUSBANDS: The main object of this
Resolut'on is to rehabilitate and extend the fishing
industry and as far as I know this industry has
been served by many peop’e who have never been
fishing themselves. I believe that in the parish of
St. Lucy the highest percentage of fishermen
are to be found and I know that in many cases
there has been reluctanee on the part of fishermen
to make any investment in fishing boats It is.
thérefore, a great hardship on the majority of
the fpeop]e who have invested their money—many
of them being people of small means—in fishing
boaty if thev were deprived of benefiting from 4
Schrme of thiz sort.” The addendum states that
fishermen are the perdons to benefit from this
but, in my opinion, those persons who own fish'ng




82

—_—

boats but are not fishermen should be included ;
the latter have served the people of this
isiand for many years in this respect; many
of them are people of very moderate means and
I do think that in any scheme which the Government
establishes to help the fishing industry they should
be included and given their fair share of help.

Mr. MAPP: I know that the sea does mot
touch my constituency, consequent.Ly I dd not
rise to say anything before; but. in my opinion,
the only solution of this problem is to be found
in conducting the fishing industry on a co-operative
basis. Both fishermen and owners of fishing boats
should be helped. I do Dot see how they can refuse
to help a poor owner of a fishing boat who needs
help neither can they afford to refuse help to a
fisherman who needs a boat. The only way out of
the difficulty is to conduet the industry on
co-operative lines with fishermen and owners of
fishing boats having shares in the conecern.

Mr. SYMMONDS: We have all been suffering
from a lack of fish in this country for a considerable
time and now that the (Government is doing some-
think to help the industry I do not think we should
debate much longer this question as to whether we
should help the ownmers of fishing boats or the
fishermen. We want so to improve the fishing
industry that everybody in this island will have
an abundant supply of deep sea fish to eat. That is
the main thing and, therefore, Mr. Chairman, I
am going to move an amendment to this Resolution
by inserting after the words ‘‘Governor-in-Executive
Committee’> the words ‘‘for making loans to
fishermen and fishing boat owners.”’ As I see it,
Sir, the fishing industry in thig colony has been kept
alive for many years by many small owners of
fishing boats and if at this moment we were to
refuse assistance to thoge small owners by so
wording thig Resolution that only fishermen should
be assisted, we would be defeating the very object
at which we are all striving, that is, to encourage
fishermen and the small people who finvest and who
have invested, from generation to generation, their
small savings in fishing boats along the sea-coast
of this island, to improve and repair their boats
s0 that we could have an industry in this colony
employing more people and preventing us from
having to import more salt fish. T do not think that
thig Resolution meets with any disapproval by mem-

bers of this Assembly generally. From the views:

which have been expressed here to-day, it ig plain to
me that the majority of members present are wiliing
to assist small owners of fishing boats ag well as
fishermen and I want formally now to move that the
words ‘‘for making loans to fishermen and fishing
boat owners’ be inserted after the words ‘‘Governor-
in-Executive Committee’’ in paragraph 1 of the
Resolution. .

Mr. CRAWFORD : 1 beg to second the motion
of the honourable junior member for St. George and
T want to say, in passing, that I really cannot ap-
preciate the necessity for the long-winded debate
we have heard on this issue. What some people seem
to forget is this: If you are going to lend money
only to fishermen who possess their own fishing boats
then you are going to render very, little assistance
to the fishing industry, for the simple reason that
over 90 per cent. of the boats in the colony are
owned by people who are not fishermen in the first
instance and in the second instance, the majority
of these owners are very poor people. I do not
know a single wealthy boat owner in St. Philip or
Christ Church or St. John or St. Joseph; they
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are all poor people who own boats in those parishes.
If you are going to say that the only persons who
can borrow this money must be fishermen who have
their own boats then you may as well say that you are
not going to advance money to peasants from the
Peasants’ Loan Bank unless they are going to work
their lands themselves., The moment this Committee
was told that people in need of assistance have
gone to the Fisherieg Officer to obtain loans and
have been told that the Fisheries Committee hag no
authority to advance loams because they were not
actual fishermen, that in itself was sufficient informa-
tion to make this Committee come to the conclusion
that it is necessary to extend the scope of the credit
facilities for people in the fishing industry in the
same way as we have found it necessary to-liberalize
the systems under which similar institutions operate.
I see no reason why we should not on this occasion
take the necessary steps to assist the fishing industry
as a whole,

Dr. CUMMINS: I just want to say this: As
I have said, the senior member for the City made a
point which I appreciate and which did not oeccur
to me before. I appeal to honourable members to
pass this Resolution and I am prepared to discuss the
point with the Governor and the Fisheries Officer.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman—If you are going
to permit a debate on the amendment I should like
to say that I think we have to be very careful about
what we are doing. T have heard the analogy
made between helping the fishing industry——

At this stage, 2 p.m. Mr. Depury SPEARER Te-
sumes the Chair and adjourns the House until 245
p.m. in accordance with Rule 40 (a).

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE COUN-

CIL RE SELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES

ON THE STANDING CLOSER ASSOCIATION
COMMITTEE

On re-assembling,

) Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: T have the honour
to inform the House that sinee the adjournrment for
lunch T received the following communication from
the Honourable the Legislative Council.

The Honourable Legislative Council
To
The Honourable House of Assembly

The Legislative Council have the honour to refer
to the Message from the Honourable House of
Assembly dated the 17th of August on the subject
of the Closer Associatfion of the British Wegst Indian
Colonies and the selection of representatives from
Barbados on the Standing Closer Association Com-
mittee and to inform the Honourable House in reply
that the Council consider that the matter could be
more suitably dealt with at an informal meeting of
members of the House and ICouneil.

2. They therefore suggest that the members of
the House should meet memberg of the Council in
the Lobby of the House of Assembly at 11 a.m. on
Tuesday the 14th of September.

DUDLEY G. LEACOCK,

President.
Legislative Council Chamber,
Tth September, 1948.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (A).

Dr, CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker—T ask
leave to move the suspension of Rule 61 (a) in order
to continue Government Business.

-~
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There being no objection, the honourable member
was granted leave to make the motion,

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (a)
be now suspended. ’

Mr. Brackman seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: On the adjourn-
Ir;ent for luneh the House was in Commitiee of Sup-
ply. ! : S

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

- Mr. Deeuty SpeAxmr ieft the Chalr, and the
House resumied Committee of Supply, Mr. Smirm
being in the Chair, :

REHABILITATION AND EXTENSION OF THE FISHING
INDUSTRY

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the Houss was last in
Committee of Supply, we were considering a Resolu-
tivn to place the sum of £3,000 at the disposal of the
Governor-in-Executive Committee for the rehabilita-
tion and extehsion of the fishing industry of the
Island. The honoutablé junior member for the City
was speaking, .

Mr. LEWIS: I was speaking on the proposed
amendment to the wording of this Reselution. I
quite appreciate the fact that it is this branch of the
Legislature alone -which can attach conditions to
money coming ot of the Treasury, and I think we
are in order in making this amendment; but I think
that if the Resolution is amended as has been sug-
gested, it is like'y to have the very opposite effect
to that which'we intend it to have. I have heard
the anflogy made "Petween the granting of this
dssistance to the fishing ihdustry and the assistanece
given to peasants by the Peasants Loan Bank; T donot
know that the Peasants’ Loan Bank lends money to.
peasants for the purpose of buying land and therefore
the analogy is lost. way [ see th
matter is that if we extend the terms of this Resolu-
tion we are saying that the boat owners should be
assisted. It would be very easy, in my opinion, for
a boat owner who has six or eight boats to sell two of
them to some rich person and that person would go
to the Fisheries Committee as a boat owner and get
a’loan to increase hig fishing fleet. I think that the
effect of that would evéntually be to keep the actual
fishermen in a state of slavery. I am not saying that
the fishermen would not be assisted but the tendency
would be that those who are able to maintain
themselves can present the Fisheries Committee with
a certain amount of working capital
would remain in this business. Even fishermen
who own boats may find themselves having to
rely on somebody giving them a boat to work,
as I believe it is called. If we say that we should
lend money to boat owners I take it that only
the original boat owners would get thig relief. The
addendum to this Resolutipn says this: ‘‘The Fighex-
leg 'Committee have asked that a further sum - f
£3,000 be made available in order to enable them
to make loans to fishermen for the building and
equipping of new boats, for repairs to boats and for
the vrovision of fishing tackle” I think that we
should preserve the people who actually go out to
fish. My opinion is that rich investors can eas'ly
acquire a boat or two and come in this scheme to
the detriment of the actual fishermen. (A MEMBER:
The Tisheries Comrmittee can mse their discretion).
Thev cannot use their diseretion: people who have
fishine boats, no matter who thev are. should be
assisted from these funds if the wordine of tho
Rasgo'ution s amended. otherwise the Fisheries Com-
mittee would be doing wrong. There is mnothing

The way in which I see the.

and they

defining who is rich and who is poor; my point is
that we should leave the Resolution as it 1s. Thé
Fisheries Committee is doing a good job and I
would leave it"to them. My opinion is that if we
extend the terms of this Resolution, we are cutting
the ground from under the fishermen’s feet so to speak
and we w.il make them perpetual slaveés to investors,
. Dr. Wuson and Mr. GARNER came into the Coms
mfittee and took their seats while Mr. Luwis was
speaking. ‘ , '

Mr. MOTTLEY: My colleague should appreci-
-ate the fact that we are lending people money ; and
‘the same argument which the honourable member
used in comnection with the Fisheries Committee not
using discretionary powers must also apply to the
fishermen. Befoxe a fisherman can get g loan there
must be some terms attached to getting that loan;
you must have a certain amount of the money. The
honourable member would have this Committee to
b-§11eve that if[thisiamendsnent is inserted that would
give the right to .capitalists to eome in;. but there
are no capitalists where fishing boats ave concerned.
This is a question of lending people money. .- The
majority. of these people—98%—are smail people
with small investments in boats. If we have any
experience about fishermen we are bound, to. agree
that we have never.séen a man who invests money,
in fishing boats get rich. All this amendment. asks
i3 that rather than turn back a man because he is
not a fisherman to-day, let him have the right ta
borrow some. money and not maintain that he must
be a fisherman. Because people are not actually
‘fishermen, .are we saying,that they cennot, obtain a

1 loan? The boats must be efficient and if loans are

made to these fishing boat owners to repair their
‘boats, that would enable ¢mployment to be found
for the flshermen: who would .have nothing- to do
otherwise. If people: have fishing. boats which are
in a state of disrepair, let us help them to repair
.these boats and provide employment:for others; do
not let us talk about capitalists. If -a fisherman
aequires enough money as to be able to own a boat
.and ceases to do the actual work of going ont to
.sea, do you eall :hiin a capitalist? Lt us assume
that somebody wanted $5,000 or $6,000; do you think
that the Government wou!d not have some Regulationg
in that respect? T have discussed the matter with
the honourable member in charge of the Rawohition;:
.the Fisheries Committee would have some Regulations
in this respect. Fishing boat ownerwy Bave'iactually
been told that this assistance is for fishermen  bmut
fishing boat owners who must employ people should
be assisted in vepairing their boats. The matter is
similar to loang being obtained from the Peasants.
Loan Bank. Would you lend moneéy to a man on the
condition that he iz going to work his land himself?
How could we sit here and say that money should
not be loaned to a small ntimber of people who own
fishine boats? T sm supporting the amendment of
the honourable junior member for St. George. ‘

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before the question is put,
1 want to be charitable and sav that the honourable
innior member for the City has adonted the nosition
which he hag adopted becatse he is migmformed on
the matter. Mo begin with. as the honourable mem-
har on my loft has emphasized. this monev i« not a
oift: it is 2 Joan on which nterest is naid. ~Po say
that the comparison between loans made fin: respect
of the fichine industry and those wade in wvesneoet
of the Peasanfs’ Tioan Bank is Tost becanse 'we do
not Jend peasants monev o by land i mot correct.
The honourabl. junior memher for the Citv agreed
o extend the seope of the Peasants’ Toan Rank and

under that extension the peasants are allowed to
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obtain loans in respect of the remainder of the
purchase price of their land. The honourable member
also knows that millionaires go to the Sugar Industry
Agricultural Bank and borrow money. Similarly,
the Peasants’ Loan Bank is for the benefit of people
who own up to ten acres of land; a man who owns
ten acres of land is by no meang a pauper and he is
assisted. In this particular instance, I am sure that
989, —if that is not correct it is nearly so—of the
people who own fishing boats are poor people.
1 do not know one fisherman in St. Philip who could
be called a capitalist. There are people in Chrigt
Church who allow fishermen to work their boats for
a consideration, but in every instance it is correct
to say that the boats are owned by poor people and
they work on a co-operative basis. The fishermen
work for a share in the catch—not for a salary—and
in the same way we extend help to the sugar factories
through the Sugar Industry Agricultural Bank, and
to the peasant proprietors through the Peasants’ T,oan
Bank, it is suggested that we should do the same thing
to people who participate in the fishing industry of
the colony. k

Mr. TALMA: T regret that the debate on this
Resolution has been so long. I appreciate the senti-
ments which have been expressed by the last
gpeaker and the honourable senior member for the
City has opened the eyes of the Committee. We are
anxious to help the fishermen and I do feel that the
matter hag been debated for too lengthy a wperiod.
T accept the amendment and I shall be very happy if
it goes through so that we can get on with some
other business. .

The question that this Resolution as amended do
now pass was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

ENGAGEMENT OF THE SERVICES OF
i AN AIRPORT MANAGER

Dr. CUMMINS: REarlier today when we were
dealing with a Resolution with respect to engagmg the
services of a Manager for Seawell Airport, some In-
formation wag asked for and the honourable member
in charge of the Resolution did not have the file.
Sinee then the file has been obtained and the honour-
able member is prepared to give the information
required. I ask leave therefore to revert to Rﬁ{sqlu:
tion No. 4. Pl e

There being no objection, the honourable member
was granted leave. B i 1|

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Chairman,~—I think the
information asked for can best be given by quoting
from letters in the file. A letter dated the 21st of
‘April from the Assistant Manager of the British
International Air Lines Litd. says this:—

“In order to increase the utilisation of our air-
eraft, it has become essential to schedule certain
flightg into and out of Barbados during the hours of

darkness, and my Company would be very grateful |

if the Government of Barbados would take the neces-
sary steps to equip its aerodrome with faeilities
suitable for schedule night operations.

The Director General of Civil Aviation is aware
of the facilities which he considers hecessary, and
appreciates  that, with our velatively small fleet of
aircraft, it is absolutely essential that we obtain
the highest possible utilisation to offset the present
high costs of operation.” ‘

The Director General of Civil Aviation in a
letter dated the 18th of August says this:

““It is, in my opinion, of the utmost importance

that the appoiniment of an Airport Manager is

pressed forward. Until this happens the Government.
is running a wery serious risk in the event of an
accident taking place, in view of the absence of any

A T T ST IATTIT pm—

proper control or organisation of rescue facilities.
I have brought this to the notice of the Government
of Barbadog before and I reiterate that the import-
ance of thig factor cannot be over-emphasised,

Until this appointment materialises, I consider
it imperative that some Officer be deputed to take an
active interest in the Airport operations, and to
take the responsibility for them. I shall personally
be delighted {0 advise and help in any way possible.”’

On that correspondence the Government have
decided to appoint an Airport Manager, and this
Resolution is for the purpose of providing the salary
for that Manager up to the 31st of March, 1949.

Mr. MOTTLEY : I thank the honourable mem-
ber for the information he hag given. Although in
my opinion it ig absolutely mnecessary to demand
turther information in connection with a Resolution
like this, I do not think it ig possible at this moment
to obtain it because thig is a matter of embarking
upon a new venture. I think that honourable mem-
bers ought to be satisfied with the recommendation
of the Director General of Civil Aviation. I suppose
that when the HEstimates come before us we will be
told more about the salary,

Mr. LEWIS: I do not suppose that the salary
is so attractive that we will have to think of getting
somebody from outside. But I am merely asking if I
can be told now what is contemplated, whether, if
it is not beyond his capacity, someone who is already
in the service of the Government or somebody else,
some Barbadian, will be able to undertake these
duties. I have seen airport managers at work and
I think that the qualification for the job is largely one
of intelligence to conduct the business so that no acei-
dent will occur and to see that the persons using the
airport are granted facilities and made comfortable.
I should merely like to know whether or not it is the
intention of the Government to bring in somebody
from outside, whether there ig somebody who is
technically trained for this job and we will keep that:
person on that comparatively small salary and then
when the Estimates come before us, say that it is a
big job, one which is worth £1,000 to £1,500 a year.
I certainly hope that it is mot the intention of the
Government to get it in like this.

Mr, MAPP: I must confess that I am at a
loss to understand what is meant by paragraph 2 of
the addendum to this Resolution. It says this: ‘It
is proposed to engage the services of an Airport
Manager on g temporary basis for the remainder of the
current financial year. Applications will be invited
for the post at a salary between £30 and £50 per
month aecording to qualifications. Quarters will be
provided on payment of rent.’” This word ‘‘guali-
fications’’ can be deliberately taken to mean many
things in many quarters. Quite recently a post was
advertised ecalling for qualifications and somebody
with no qualifications at all was appointed to the
post. In this case you must either have some definite
qualifications for thig post or you must not have any.
You are either advertising for s man with certain
qualificationg for this job or you are not. I canmot
understand the position. It seems to me that if a
man who has not got the qualifications for
the post is appointed you will pay him
£30 per month and if another man who has the

qualifications which are mnot necessary for
the post 1is appointed you will pay him
£50. That is the only explanation which any

reasonable person can apply to paragraph 2 of
the addendum to this Resolution. T hope that the
honourable member in charge of the Resolution will

explain whether or not the position iz that if the

person appointed has qualifications he will be paid

‘ £50 per month and if he has not got the qualifications

-
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he will be paid £30. I do not see that anybody will
come from abroad for this post at a salary\of £50
per month if he is getting more abroad. The honour-
able member who has just sat down has said that
all that is needed to do this job ig intelligence and I
say that we should state definitely what qualifications

‘we want the appointee to have; otherwise we will find

that a person from abroad who has no more gualifica-
tions than a local person will be given £50 per month
while a local person will be given £30 per month.

Mr. WILKINSON: Like the lagt speaker I do

not know what is meant by these qualifications. I

wag at Seawell one evening when a plane was late;

it got dark and.the plane had. to come in under 1ts;
own lights because the man who switches on the

I agree.
with the honourable junior member for the City; I’

engine up there was out riding a bicycle.

do not think that any special qualification is required

for doing this job. I would like to know what the’
qualifications are; what are the duties of thig post, to

see that .the passengers sit in the right place, to see
after the planes coming in or what? What is this
job ? Unless I can get more information I feel that the

‘eonsideration of this Resolution should be postponed.

Dr. CUMMINS: This is & new job and we are

entirely dependent. upon the Direstor General .of-
Civil Aviation. I do mnot know if anybody in Barba-
.dos knows anything about running an Airport. We-

have never had one before and consequently nobody
has the necessary experience. It is quite possible

that we will find somebody in the West Indies, -
possibly in Trinidad, who will have the experience:|
and the qualifications and so be & suitable man fori[
this job. The Direglor General of Civil Aviation,
says he thinks that we can get a manager locally.

for about £600 a year. He will look after the staff,

Tunway, radio, firefighting apparatus, night ﬁying.
and so forth. It is difficult at this stage to lay down
any hard and fast rules as to the type of man we’

want; however, it is expected that aviation will in-
crease. I do not think that we can give any further
information on this matter now; thls Resolution is to
pay the salary of the Officer who is appointed up to
the 31st of March, 1949. If by that time honourable
members think that thig expenditure is not necessary
or the man who is appointed is not the right type of
person, they will have a chance of reviewing the

position and probably they will reduce the amount. .

Mr. DOWDING: Although we are not very

clear as to what this job is to be, I want to draw this

fact to the attention of the Government. This job is
in connection with the Airport, a new venture, and
we have among us some Ex-R.A.F. personnel both
Officers and men of other ranks. I feel that if it is at
all possible the appointment should be made from
among these men who went to England and who
would be very capable of doing this job.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Dr. CuMMINS, seconded by Mr.
BLACRMAN, the Chairman reported the passing of
three ReSOIutmns in Committee, the postponement of
three and that the Committee had asked for leave
to sit again.

Mr. Depury SpeaRer resumed the (Chair and
reported aceordingly.

On motions of Dr. CuMMmINs, seconded by Mr.
BrAckMAN, in each case, the Resolutiong passed in
Committee were read a first and second time and
agreed to.

PETROLEUM (AMENDMENT) BILL.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of
the Day is to resume Committee on the Bill to amend
the Petroleum Act, 1882 (1882—2).

Mr. Depury SPEAKER left the Chair and the
House resumed Committee on the Bill, Mr SMITH
being in the Chair.

Mr. TALMA : This matter has more or less re-
ceived the sanction of thig Committee but there
were one or two little diserepancies which needed
to be explained by -me. Owing to the fact that the
file was not in my possession on the last oceasion, 1
found it impossible to explain matters to the satisfac-
tion of the Committee. The honourable junior mem-
ber for St. James raised the question relative to the
storage of petroleum prodicts above ground; he
asked if the object of this Bill 18 to ensure the safety

of the products and the eommunity why should any
-of these products be -allowed to be stored: above

ground? I refer to Clause 2 of the Bill which reads
ag follows :—

2. Paragraph (a) of seetion nine of the Principal
Act ig hereby repealed and the following: new para-
graph substituted therefor :-—

‘“(a) that it shall be lawful for any dealer
in petroleum products of a flash point between
73° F and 150° F to keep in a place to be ap-
proved by the Petroleum Inspector any quantity
of such petroleum products not exceeding one
thousand gallons in metal containers installed
not less than three feet underground or to-keep
in any shop, store or warehouse any ¢guantity of
sueh petroleum prodfucts not. exceeding two
hundred gallong if in metal cases and ﬁf&hy
gallong if in wooden packages.”

‘The answer to the honourable member’s ques~

tion Gs that it has been agreed to allow a small

quantity of petroleum products to be gtored above
ground for the purpose of retailipg instead of having
to resort to the big containerg at all times. - The
point raised wag a very good one and I shall accept
an amendment which I hope the honourable member
will make whereby no petroleum products can be
stored in wooden containers. Before I sit down I

jmust say that this Bill has been pending for some

time, sinee October, 1947, and consequently, there is
an amendment which should be made. I ask leave to
delete the word “three” occurring in line 6 of this
Clause, and. to insert the word ‘‘two” in place there-
of; and to delete all the words ocecurring after the
word ““cases’ in line 9.

There being no objection, the honourable member
was granted leave to delete the words. .

Mr. WILKINSON: T thank the honourable
member for the explanation.

At this stage, it now being 3.30 p.m., Mr. Derury
SpeARER took the Chair and stated that it was now
time for the consideration of Private Members’
Business.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (B)

Dr. CUMMINS: I am sure that honourable
members will give us a few minutes so as to finish this
Bill T therefore ask leave £6 move the suspension of
Rule 61 (b) so as to finish the Bill,

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber wag granted leave to make the miotion.

Dr. CUMMINS : T beg to move that Rule 61 (b)
be now suspended so as to continue Government Busi-
ness, namely, to finish the Petroleum Bill.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
to.
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When Government
Business was last being considered, the House was in
Committee on the Bill to amend the Petroleum Act,
1882 (1882—2).

PETROLEUM (AMENDMENT) BILL.

Mr. DErury SpEARER left the Chair, and the
House resumed Committee on the Bill, Mr. Smith be-
ing 'in the Chair.

Mr. TALMA: I also ask leave, Mr. CHAIRMAN,
to delete the word “qpr occurring in line 9 of Clause.
2 of the Bill.

' There being no objection, the honourable member
was_granted leave,

. The question that Clause 2 as amended stand’
part of the Bill was put and resolved in the afﬁrma-
tive without. division,

On the motion of Mr. Tarma, seconded by Dr.!
‘CumMINS, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the:
Bill in Commlttee with amendments.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER resumed :the Ghalr
angd reported’ accordingly,

- On -motiony of Mr. ' Tarma seconded by Dr. CUM-'
MINg in each case, the Bill was pead a third time and:
passed

REVERSION TO PRIVATE MEMBERS’
BUSINESS '

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER The Government
Business ‘for which the Rule was suspended havmg
been' ¢ompletod; the House will now revert to. Private
Members’ -Buginess! :The ofizst -Order of the Day:
under - Private - Menibers’ . Businesg is to move the:
passing of an Address-to HigBxcellency the!Goyern-.
or requesting that immediate steps be taken with a:
view to the ‘establishment’ of a: GoverMent-owmedf
prmtery in tlns mland

ADDRESS RE SALE OF ‘RICE FROM BRAZIL§
- AT BIX: GENTS PER PINT

Mr, S.-A. WALCOTT Mr. Deputy Speaker,—:
In pursuance of the notiee which I gave earlier to-day,
T beg to move that the Address of which I gave:

notice be taken as the first Order of the Day under.
| pint, which might happen the small man will have
| to purchase it at that price and this i is not time for in-

Private Members’ Buginess.
"~ Mr.GALE: ‘T beg'to second that.

‘Mr. LEWIS: I would appreciate getting a copy:
of the Address so that I'can realise exactly what it is:
about. It is very difficult for one to agree to the
consideration of an Address without a copy of it being
‘handed to him.

‘The question that the Address be taken as the
first Order of the Day undér Private Members’ Busi-
ness was put and resolyéd in the affirmative.

A d1v1s1on was taken as follows:—

AyeS: Dr. Wmson, Messrs. Symmonps, Lewrs,
TALMA, BLACKMAN, CRAWFORD (GARNER, HAYNES,
DowDING, GALE, S. A '!WALC‘OTT, Warp, WILKINSON,
Morriey and Dr. CoMmmins—I15.

< Noes: Messrs. SMmira, Husanps, Cox, FosTer
and MappP—5.

Mr., DEPUTY SPEAKER:
of the Day under Privaté Members’ Business
now stands in the mname of the -~ hondirable
senior member for St. James—To move the
passing of an Addresss to His Excellency
the  Governor re the sale of the 550 tons
of rice from Brazil at six cents per pint. If the hon-
ourable member has any copies of this Address per-
haps he will be good enough to cireulate them.

'| of the House, for

The first Order -

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
On the 17th of August a Resolution was placed efore
this House for a sum of money—it was £1U,000—
for the purpose of subsidising rice from Brazil so
that it could be sold at nine cents per pint. This House
postponed the eonsideration of that-Resolution for only
ong reason, namely, that the Government should send
down a Besolutlon for subsidising this rice so that it
could be sold at six cents per pint. That was three
weeks ago and no Resolution has been sent down by
the Government yet. It looks very much ag if the decis-
ion of the majority of this House is being flouted.
(Hear, hear). I cannot put it in any other terms. We
have pagsed several. .Addresses to the Governor and no
notice has been taken of them at all. I think it is
high time that this House do something about the
matter. The original Resolution ig still on the Order
)| Paper and I consider that we are going to be told that
if 'we do not pass this Resolution, the people will have
o pay 14 -cents a pint fortheir rice. That is the move
which T consider the Government is going to make
I am hopmg that this Address will be passed and

| that the Government will take cognisance of what

we are saying. We were told by the hon. senier
member for St. Joseph that this rice can be so'd to
the big merchants and they would sell it to their

‘customers.- I thindkc the hondirable member went even

farther and said that the big merchants would buy
/| this rice and sell it to their ustomers and ‘leave the
i} Demerara rice for the small man to buy. The quantity

of 550 tong of rice'is not even a month’s 'supply : if it
is kept for the well-to-do-they eannot use that quan-
tity in a month'and’ the ‘4mall man ‘who has no rice
at present will be‘nable to’ buy‘ény at all. That will

be the regult if the suggeition of the honourable

senior member for St. 'Joseph iy carried out. The
honourable senior member-for:St.' George said at the
meeting when the Resolution was being considered

; that we would be subsidising riee for the rich.

Mr. ' DEPUTY SPEAKER: I ask the hon-
ourable member to be careful not to infringe Rule

1120. Tt says ‘“No member is to allude to any de-
;| bate of the same session, upon a question or Bill not

being then under dlseussmn except by indulgence
ersonal’ explanatlons »

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT. My argument is that if
this riee is put on the market at 9 cents or 14 cents a

dreasing ‘the price of the small man’s rice by 50%.
When this Government  took office they forthwith
increased the price of the small man’s rice by 50%

and today they are ingreasing the price of
this 550 +tons eof rice by another 50%.
I thmk that this .House will be well advised
to let the Governor know that we are not satisfied to
postpone a Resolution with one objeet and then no

| notice is taken of it. T beg to move that this Ad-

dress do now pass and T am hoping that it will be
unanimously vassed this afternmoon. Tt reads as
follows :—

The House of Assembly
To
His Exdllency The Governor

The House of Assembly respectfully request
Your Excellency to take the necessary steps to enable
the 550 tons of rice from Brazil to be sold at six (6)
cents per pint.

Mr. GALE: T beg to second that. I will not re-
capitulate the arguments which were used on the last
occasion- The position was clearly put on that oc-

ﬂ



\

-

.]ﬂZO see 1s this:

_buy what you liked.  (Mr.

‘is one -thing which T want to correct;

P e———

casion and I do not think the argumenis need to be
repeated on thig occasion.

Ur, CUMSLENS: A Iew Tuesdays ago we had a
fuil-uresgy debate Oop thus ri¢e queston. { wang w
Spodk LOW Decause 1 agree with the principle which
nds peen auopucd bere ghat when he passing of an
Aqaresg 10 vhe Uovernment 1g being put to vae vote,
members of tue Government should vacate their seats.
‘1 mean to do Tnat This ar.érnoon. Since the debate on
The rice question the matter was re-considered in hix-
‘ecutlve ‘omini.cee sl ceriail CoNCIUSIONg wele ar-
‘1aved at. 1 will not mention them pére. “Sinee thav
"debate I have spoken with shopkeepers and with other
people A few shopkeeers have told me that if the
.rice were soid ay 9 cents a pinn provided ‘that there
‘ig also rice at 6 eents a pint, they think the public
,would buy it beeause the rice ay 6 cents a pint has
‘a lot of pickings, while this other rice 1s represent-
ced 10 be of a better quality and they would lose
AJess in plckmgs Speaking for myselt what I fail
when thig riee arrives here and
‘there ig a fair quantity of British Guiana rice on
the Jmarket, how are you, gomg to sell both qualities
@t the same price? 1 spent miy ear},y days'in a shop;

1 was brought up in a shop, I got my education

‘through a shop dnd 'in those days there were al-
‘ways two or three qua.htles of "riceand you could
GARNER : %he price

was diﬂerent too) The price was dlﬁ’erént there
'wrere “always two or three prices. I‘do not sée
‘that there will be & lot of mixing; the whitish riee
‘eannot ‘be mixed ‘with the lower grade rice. There
the hon-
James said that
they forthwith

ourable genior member for St.
‘“when this Government took office '

:inereased the price of the poor man’s rice by 50%.
I amd ashamed to hear those remarks:fall from the |

llps of -the honourable member; that is a deliberate
{misstatement which is ealculated to do harm. What
:was the position¢ The price of the rice was increased|
ag a result of British-Guiana not béing able to keep'
‘to their Contract: British Guiana agreed ‘to SUPPIY3
g with a certain amount of rice, at a certain prlceJ
It was not a question 'of any deliberate Wanglmg
on the part of ‘the Governmert. The statement made,
by the honourable member is one which pa;rtlcularly
‘brought me to my' feet. The British Guiana people
~demanded a certain price for their rice and it was
a questmn of either taking it or leaving it. Since then:
A4t iz known to every member of this House that they
“Have adopted other subterfuges S0 as to get al
Afurther increase in the pv'leu of 'fhe ‘rice. Therefore:
when the honourable senior member for St. Jame2
says what he says, that is a misstatement. i

Mr. F. L. Warcorr entevad the Fouse and @001:
‘his seat while Dr. Cummins was rpeaking.

Mr. “WARD: From the argument of the" last

“gpeaker T am a little doubtful because he said that

the poor man would be willing to pay 9 cents a pint
'for his rice.

‘Dr. CUMMINS: On a point of explanation
Tsaid T was told that by shopkeepens one of whom
I may say is a member of this House.

Mr. WARD: The honourable member wag toldt
that the poor people would be quite willing to pay
9 cents a pint for their rice.

" Dr. CUMMINS: On another point of explan-
«ation; I added if you have the two qualities of rice
-gide by side. I want to be quoted correctly.

Mr. WARD: The honourable member said that
he was told by a shopkeeper, a member of this
Housef»—

f

‘ployed. T, personally; f
“willing to ‘help people, theyshouId be willing to sub-
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Dr. CUMMINS: I said that I was told so by
shopkeepers one of whom is a member of this House.

Mr. WARD: The honourable member said he
was told that individuals would buy this rice at 9
cents a pint. There would be no alternative but for
the individuals to buy it at that price because there
wouid not be sufficient rice at 6 cents a pint. There
is no argument in’ that; we are only asking that this
Address be passed so as "to try and ameliorate the pos-
ition when ‘this Tice comes to the Island. It is a
well-known fact that the cost of living is “airiy high,
that work is not so plentiful as people would l1ke
it to be and there are many people who aré unem-
feclthatif the Government is

sidise this rice 4t 6 cents a pint'so that everybody can
get his quota. Why should it'be left to the morchants
to say that this riee is for a select number of peop'e?

In my opinion, rlce should be sold at one price. The

honourable senior member for ‘St.”Thomas spoke
about the price of rice in his early days; but ther= was
no hardship then because an mdlwdufu o'mld have hig
full supply of the eheap ricé and he would ‘buy the
more expensive quality for hobby. ‘When ‘this
rice arrives and it is sold at 9 cents a pint, an individ-
ual who has 9 cents will have nothmg left when he
buys a. pint of rice; whereas if thiy Tice i sold at 6
ceénts a pint when the ind1v1dua1 buys ‘a pint he will
still ‘have 3 otnts over. T am sure’ that there are a

| @00d many people’ who will 'hot get that' rice at all.

Honourable mem%ers who represent ‘the people know
that the peop'e are ‘not fully employed and ‘the higher
we make the price of their food the greater hardship
must be created on these péople. T feel that every

‘member of this House'shohld be willing to subsidise
‘this rice at 6 cenfs a pint as has beéen requested in

his‘Address; and I d6 not see ‘that there i any neéd

“for any leng-thv debate because we had a full-dress

debate on the auestion a few weeks ago. People will
buv this vice at 9 oen‘rs a oint 'bu’c they Would buy’ 1’0

’mg)re éasilv ‘at 6 centé a pint.

Mr. SMITH: It has been urged that the Gov-
ernment ‘should help the consumers by subsidising
this rice at 6 cents a.pint. If we are out to spend
i£8,000 or £16,000 more on subsidising rice, I feel
that it Would be much better or cheaper for the
Government and the consuming public if the Govern-
ment could see their way .to spend this money in
subsidisng salt fish which is being sold at 18 cents a
a. pound—-—and a poor quality at that—and mpig’s
head which is also being sold at 18 cents a pound
and which is 90% bone. This salt fish and pig’s
head used by the poor people should be reduced to
10 cents a pound. We could reduce the pgor man’s

~meal from 10 cents a pound to 6 cents a pound and

we know that by next month we will have a full
supply of ground provisions which need to be conked
with salt meat. We should subsidise those commodi-
ties which are too expensive. The well-to-do have
no use for pig’s head or neck bones; as a matter, of
fact, they do not know them and thuey would not even
give them to their dogs. (Cheers). T feel that.if
this riee is left at 9 cents a pint and we reduca the
prices of other commodities which are wsed only ’by
the poorer classes, we wou'd bs doing the consuming
public a great favour (Cheers). Ag I have sald
ground provisions must he cooked with salt me&t
and you must have salt fish along with them. A pint
of rice at 9 cents should go much further than a
pound of meal for 10 cents. ‘The poor pcople can
get % pint of rice'which they can cook and eat, .with
salt fish, and they cannot use ground prov siong with-
out anythlng with which to eat them. I am in favour
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of the Government gending down a Resolution for
£16,000 to subsidise those commodities which are
used only by the poorer classes and leave the rice
at 9 cents a pint. I repeat that that will be doing
the consumer public a great favour because I know
what the poor people want and what they have to
eat. I know more about that than the honourable
senior member for St. James. He can only talk
about the poor man’s rice at 6 cents a pint but I do
not think he knows anything about the pig’s head or
neck bones. The small people cannot buy proper meat;
they have to live on the cheap stuff which sghould
not be brought to this island at all but they cannot
do any better. I repeat that I am in favour of a
Resolution for £16,000 to subsidise other commoditieg
and leave the rice at 9 ceents a pint. I am sure
that the people will benefit by that. We should not
stand here and try to spend another £8,000 in sub-
sidising rice; by next month we are going to have a
ot of potatoes in the island and we know that these
provisions have to be cooked along with something
else. T say therefore; let us subsidise salt fish and
pig’s head as I have already mentioned and do the
eonsuming public a great favour.

Mr. HAYNES: I did not intend to speak on
this matter because it is something which should be
passed unanimously by this House; but the remarks
of the honourable senior member for St. Thomas
have brought me to my feet, He says that shopkeepers
have said that they can sell these two different kinds
of rice. I, too, have talked with some shopkeepers—
some reliable ones too—and their feeling in the
matter is that if it were not for the ¥ood Control In-
spectors which -are maturally very useful, the two
brands of rice would be sold one for the other. It would
always be the bone of contention among the people
as to whether they were getting the rice at six cents
a pint or that at 9 cents a pint, and there might be
some lawsuit taking place when a disgruntled custom-
er says: ‘“You gave me 6 cents a pint rice at 9 cents
a pint.” For that reason a lot of shopkeepers in this
island feel that there should not be any dis¢rimina-
tion in the price of rice or they will not stock it at
all. They are afraid of some malicious prosecution.
The honourable senior member for St. Thomas has
told us that there used to be several varieties of rice,
but there was no question of any price control then.
At that time g man could sell rice as he liked and the
quantity altogether. T am supporting the passing of
thig Address,

Mr. GARNER: I have listened to this debate
very carefully so far and I am still of the same
opinion as when I spoke on the last oceasion. I am
surprised to think that the Executive has not dealt
with the Resolution as was required by this honoura-
ble House. It appears to me that the Executive
or somebody in the Executive is flouting the wishes
of this House on every occasion; and I think it is
high time that a stop be put to it. T do not know
if & march from the House or something else would
alter the position, but it does seem to me that
somebody will have to do something if the situation
is to be remeédied. I heard my colleague fraternally
say that rice should be sold at 9 cents a pint
because mea] is being sold at 10 eents a pound, but
the honourable member knows very well that if you
put the price of rice at 30 cents a pint it will
be sold, but it will be reflected on the credit sheets
of his books and on his account at the merchants. If
you put the price of rice at 2/- a pint it will be sold
because the people are hungry; they want rice and

they will buy it at any price. However, that is not
what we are hére to tell people; we are here to sce
that the Government give them cheap food. If you
put the price of rice at 30 cents a pint the people will
credit it because they want food; but that will be
reflected on my book eventually it will get on the
merchant’s book and somebody will go bankrupt. If
a person comes to my shop for any item and she
has not got the money to pay for it, she will tell me:
“Put it in the book for some future day’’ and God
knows when that day will come. It wags all well and
good when people were getting money from America,
but now they are spending Barbadian money and
everybody knows what that means. I think that the
honourable junior member for St. Joseph should
have thought twice before he spoke; no matter how
much in the way of ground provisiong the average
man gets, he still Jooks for his rice. 'We do not want
to feed people on potatoes; that is nét becoming of
this House. We want to give them rice and we on
this side of the Table maintain ‘that the Government
iz not in such a poverty-stricken way that they can-
not subsidise this rice to the tune of how the Demerara
rice is being sold to-day. There are many factors
which contribute to this argument; we have a short
crop and nobody is spending any money this year.
The average man gets two or three days’ work and
that means that he bas only a limited amount of
money on which to live. "When we push up the cost
of living so that people cannot purchase the
very necessities of life, how can we say that we are
representing these people? Recently we voted £5,000
for St. Lucia, we may give away more before we
are through, and I do not see that £8,000 could not
be spent in subsidizing this rice so as to keep down
the cost of living. With regard to the other point,
this is not a matter of polities. Far from that it is a
matter of knowing something about economies, I
think that we would be well' advised to let His
Excellency or the Executive or both know that it is
the feeling of this House that this matter should not
be ignored. If the majority of this House pass
any Address or Resolution, I do not see why it
should be flouted when it goes up there. If that is
so then we will have to protest in a vigorous way.
Another point is this: we cannot say that only
certain people will buy this rice; that is s farce.
Under the prevailing circumstances if a shopkeeper
goes to town for rice and only one brand can be
obtained during that particular week, if there is no
Demerara rice about the place, he must take the
Brazil rice; so that you cannot say the poor man
will not have to buy that rice. As it is now, we have
not got the rice; but there might be the time
when both grades of pice will be here or only
one brand will be here and if you do not try and
get some of that brand, somebody will be faced
with starvation. While my colleague fraternally
says that potatoes will be here in another month, a
lot of harm can be done between now and then. A
lot of people go to sleep with just a liftle bit of food
to keep them alive in these days. T think that
Wh'oever is in charge of this matter should move
quickly so that this rice will ecome in and they should
make sure that all the necessary arrangements are
made so that when it comes we will not have to go
all over again. We must have food for the people
and it is our bounden duty to keep this rice at a
level where everybody can have his fair share. When
money was coming from America, people could get
anything; we have no American money coming in
now and we are living on Barbadian shillings. The
cost of living is already high for the inhabitants




m

W

-

SEPTEMBER 7, 1948. 827

and I think it would be as well to keep everything
on a certain level so that the cost of living will not
be too high.

Mr. COX: This is one of the questiong which
have been engaging the minds of members of this
House and those of the community for some weeks
now. At the outset, I want to make it clear that I am
voting against this Address. I do so with a full
sense of duty and responsibility and I am ready fo
take the consequences, We hear quite a lot in this
House Tuesday after Tuesday about the poor man,
and one wonders why hig condition has not been
further improved sinee the capitalists, the Conserva-
tives, the Labourites and everybody is on his side.
Why, the poor man should have Heaven overnight
if that is the case; but instead of that we find that his
position has b:come worse. Let us deal with the
principle on which commodities are subsidised. 'I‘}le
Government’s principle is to subsidise commodities
which are more or less used by the poorer classes,
items such ag those which have been mentioned by
the honourable junior member for St. Joseph, be-
¢ause the Government is conscious of the fact that
the majority of workers in this colony are being
deprived to a large exient by their masters of a

decent wage which will cause them to live in decent

surroundings. The Government hag come to the
conclusion that th: only thing it can do as a means
of extending the slender earnings of the workers is to
subgidise the items which are extensively used by
these poor people. Let ug examine the position. We
get a certain amount of rice from British Guiana
and some weeks ago we could not get any through
no fault of the Government. Now we expect to get
a better quality of rice from Brazil than that which
we are gefting from British Guiana at present and
that rice ig supposed to be sold at 13 cents a pint.
The Government says that instead of allowing this
rice to be sold at 13 centg a pint, it will subsidise the
rice so that it can be sold at 9 cents a pint. I have
not heard it said that the two gualities of riee are the
same. As we know, before the War and even during
the early part of the War, there were two different
grades of rice on the market and they were sold at
two different prices. Why I say that I am not pre-
pared to agree to subsidise this rice to be sold lower
than 9 cents a pint is because of the fact that the
people whom we are attempting to help by subsidsing
the rice at 6 cents a pint are not going to get
jt. That rice will be pushed into every corner by
the big merchants of this colony and the poor
people will still have to buy the other grade of
rice. I am in a position to say that an item like
condensed milk, which is subsidised as soon as
it is landed in this colony, cases of this milk have
been pushed into various houses in Belleville and
Strathelyde when women of the labouring class with
their babies could not get a spoonful of this milk,
in spite of the fact that the milk wag subsidised so
that the poor people could buy it cheaply. That is
what hag happened ; I could mention items which are
subsidised by the Governmment and which, when
they arrive in this colony, are sent for the greater
part to places like Belleville for the rich people. Only
a Tew weeks ago a lady in Belmont Road reported
that she had lost $22 worth of tinned meat. That
was when we were supposed to have a hurricane and
it was said that as much tinned meat as possible
should be kept.
~ Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: To whom did the
lady report?
Mr. COX:

T understand that she reported to
the Police.

We are only wasting the time of the

House when we are fooling and cajoling the poor
unforiunate people when we should be doing Some-
thing for them. The poor people do not understand
the position because if they understood it some of
ug would have been hanged already. Rice is 6 cents
per pint and I know that an old lady wanted two
pints and she bad to pay a shopkeeper in the south-
eastern part of the island 16 centg for it last week;
and she had to buy cauliflower leaves with worm
holes in them before she could get that rice for 16
cents. That is the position; but, yoir hear people
talking about the poor man gnd I say that we should
see ourselves as others see us. During the debate
on the Resolution for the subsidisation of this rice,
an honourable member mentioned bn the floor of this
House that six cases of English potatoes rotted on

him

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member must be careful, as I warned an honourable
member earlier, not to allude to any debate for this
session. ;

Mr. COX: I thought this would be a continua-
tion of that debate,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: We are now dealing
with an Address.

Mr. COX: I bow to Your Honour’s ruling. If
we really have the interest of the people at heart how
can any of us allow food to be thrown away when
there are so many starving people around us? We
cannot allow people to get on the floor of this House
and say that the poor man and the common man is
dying in their area and they are so composed having
whisky and soda, chicken and a lot of vegetables! I
am prepared to speak what is in my mind on any
question that- comes before the House. . I. am con-
vinced that the truth will be made known - even
although it takes a longer time to be made
known and to fructify than a lie. I am sure when
the truth is known, the agony of those who are
responsible for the lies will be great. Tuesday after
Tuesday we hear about the poor man’s cause; I
have never heard so much about the poor man before,
Something is wrong if so many people are interested
in the poor man and yet he ig going down. People
who could not spell ‘‘poor man” before are now
tfilklng about the poor man (Loud Cheers). Nothing*
like that ean disturb me in the least, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, because I know that good begets good. I
say that if people do mot see things for themselves
and fight against the evil forces, if they do not see
that there are those who come under the guise of
sheep when in truth and in fact they are wolves, then
I say that the people will go back to the darkness
whence they came. I am surprised at the attitude of
some honourable members today as against what it
was in 1946 when the rice question was before the
House. "'We know that the people prefer rice at 9
cents a pint because the quality is better than that
at 6 cents a pint. I, too, have had a conversation
with a prominent shopkeeper and he said that
it is impossible for these two qualities of rice to be
mixed without the mixture being observed. I feel there-
fore that if we have the two qualities, one at 6 cents
and the other at 9 cents, people who are in a position
to purchase the quality at 9 cents will do so and leave
the other quality to be purchased by other people.

My sole reason for not agreeing to have these two
‘grades of rice at the same price is because T know

that the better grade will find its way at J. N. God-
dards’ and similar stores. The poor people will be told :
““We have niot got any of this rice”, but ths 20- pound
and the 50-pound paper bags of rice will ba sent into
Belleville and Strathelyde. Hence we will b2 subsi-
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dising this rice in the interest of the rich people who
refuse to pay taxes whereby the Government can get
money to subsidise the same nice; we will be subs:-
dising thig rice for those people so that they will not
have to spend the money which they have kept back
from the poor man for the last 300 years. I am
taking a positive stand in this matter, as long as I
know a thing is wrong T will vote against it; but if it
is right, I will support it. As I said before, I am
ready and willing to take the consequences. This
is a cheap political stunt being p’ayed by some peo-
ple; I could quote a million and one cases in which
the poor man, of whom we have been hearing so much
today, has been ill-treated by those who say that they
have him at heart. The Government would
be a sort of jelly-fish to take notice of political moves
by a fow members of this House who have prevented
good work from being done and at the last moment
talk about the poor man and hig rice only to
fool the electorate. T say that the Government would
be a sort of jelly-fish—and we know the unholy alli-
ance between the Congress Party and the Conser-
vatives—to take anv notice of th's Address if it is
passed. (MEMBERS: Oh yes?)

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the honour
able member should be very careful about his remarks.

Mr. COX: I am suggesting that members of this
House should take their responsibility seriously and
be not afraid of the people. If honourable members
are working in the interests of the people they will
be elected to this House, and they will not need any
cunning devices or p'ans. Let us do things which will
help the people but do not let us pass Addresses about
this and about that when in truth and in fact they
do not gmount to a row of pins to the people.

Mr. SYMMONDS: I could not sit here this
afternoon and allow this Address to be passed without
again emphasising an aspect of this matter which I
emphasised on a former occasion. It seems to me that
the Qovernment is definitely playing hide and seek
when it comes to the question on which the majority
of the elected members of this House have expressed
their desire. To-day there is starvation in this
colony second only to what was experienced immedi-
ately after the 1914—18 War. It is alright for a
few people who may be able to get full supplies for
themselves but there are the masses in thig island
who are unemployed or seasonally employed and who
go to sleep hungry many a night. T come in contact
from day to day with cases in which I find grown
men with tears in their eyes because they cannot get
any food for their children and I ask: is this a time
for any Government to be trying to impose its will
on the majority of this or any other House while
the people are starving? This is a time W'hen people
cannot get any meal, flour or rice and if a p.al_try
£8,000 or £16,000 will bring to thisisland an addition-
al supply of rice at a.time when it is most needed to
save people from dyineg from starvation, then I say
that this ds no time—T do not like to use the term
“playing polities”’—but this is no time for one section
of the House to work its will against another section.
Let us put an end to that: let us show by an over-
whelming vote that we are not prepared to allow this
condition of affairs to continue. As far as the rice
being sold at 6 cents and 9 cents a pint Is concerned,
T cite thig instanee, recently the Government fixed
the price of eggs at 6 cents and 8 cents apiece and can
vou buy an egg for less than 8 cents? T hope that
honourable members will pass this Address without
any de'ay and that the overwhelming desire of this
House will be implemented.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I did not intend to speak on
this matter because on the last occagion T expressed
iy views which T think are well known and therefore
I am voting for the passing of this Address. T should
like to say that in a matter of this sort, it is most
unfortunate that people should assume when hon.
ourabl; members suggest that this rice should be
subsidised at 6 cents a pint, that there is some ulterior
motive or dishonesty about the matter. We sit here
Tuesday after Tuesday and hear all sorts of argu-
ments but' I am amazed this afternoon at the sug-
gestion of the honourable senior member for St.
Michael that the Government would be a sort of jelly-
fish to accede to the request of the majority of the
members of this House. I am serious about this mat-
ter because upon that statement you can see what is
happening and what the honourab’e member said
might decide the fate of a lot of things. Honourable
members who realise that they are not elected to
this House on the whimg and fancies of the honour-
able senior member for St. Michael can appreciate
that there is only one alternative. When the elected
members of this House pass an Address deal'ng with
the subsidization of rice and, Mr. Deputy Speaker an,
honourable member says that the Government would.
be a sort of a telly-fish: to accede to the wishes of the
maiority of this House and mnothing i< done in
connection with the wishes of the House, that
is tantamounnt to a Cabinet, dietatorship. /

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope that the
honourable member will proceed with his argument
in favour of the Address.

Mr. MOTTLEY: T was replying to the state-
ment of the honourable senior member for St.
Michael, a statement which honourable members seem
to think should be ignored. (A MEMBER: You
are doing wrong to notice it). Surely there must
be some balanced persong in the Government. I am
voting for the passing of this Address and I thmk
it iy time that honourable members should take
courage and face the facts. Tf it is suggested that
this riee should be subsidised and sold at 6 cents a
pint I cannot imagine that honourab’e members in
agreeing to that, have any but the purest of motives
relative to the inhabitants of this colony. Behind
the question of subsidisation the arguments used
hinge on the question of the cost of living. That is
the whole point. If rice ig sold at 12 cents or 30
cents a pint it will be credited and so it will be shown
on the books.. Some people would rather die before
they rob vou but the whole question is that of the
eost of living. TIf ever there was an argument which

would convinee anyone as to whether or not they

should vote for the subsidisation of thig rice at 6
cents a pint it is the argument that the rice
will find its way into the big stares. Surely
if honourable members understand the method of
allocation—I see that the Government has not
mentioned it to-day—they will appreciate the fact
that ag night follows day, the small man will be
forced to buy the majority of thig rice. When say,
1500 bags of rice are landed in this colony
from British Guiana, according to the method of
allocation—and even the honourable junior member
for 8t. Joseph will have to admit this—those persons
who were selling a certain quantity of rice before
1940 will be a'located their quantity pro ratio. Two
or three merchants in Roebuck Street with branch
shops all over the place will get two-thirds of the rice.
T have spoken with shopkeepers too. With both these
grades of rice in stoek, those who patronise ths large
retail shops will find themselveg getting the greater
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to having two judements on one matber.

proportion of the rice at 6 cents a pint and when
the small shopkeeper comes to Bridgetown there will
only be the rice at 9 centy a3 pint. When ‘X’ gets
12 bags of rice—8 bags at 6 cents g pint and 4 bags
at 9 eents a pint—will he not &énd to“his shop the
grade of rice which will be sold the'more quickly ¥ Iy
he ‘going to hold  back ‘any of this' rice
to “be sold to the honourable junior member
for S8t. Joseph or anybody else? I repeat
that this question bears on the question of the
cost of living. ' That is what we have to bear in mind
and T make nb apology for saying that the type of
people who will'buy the grdde of rice at 6 cents a
pint will surprise honourable imetibers. The differencs
belween honourable members and myself is that they
are not decent enough to say they will buy this rice. I
repeat that I am voting for this Address. We are only
fooling people to say that those who can afford to buy
rice at 9 eents a pint will do so and leave the other
rice at 6 cents a pint for the poor man. This is a
question of economics I say nothing about what
the Government has done or what it has not done.
In view of the existing conditions and taking all the
circumstances into consideration, it should be
obvious that if 550 tons of rice are expected to be
landed in this colony, the Government should take
the necessary steps to subsidise it go that it will be
sold at 6 cents a pint. The Government will be
asking for trouble if they fail to carry out the
wisheg of the majority of this House in a most reas-
onable thing; and this is a matter which the Head
of the Administration will not take it upon himself
to turn down unless he is so advised by members
of this House. '

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: 1 came to the House
late to-day and I have had lectures in economics.
From a Parliamentary point of view I should like
honourable members to consider this Address and ask
themselves whether they are really and truly serious
in their Parliamentary conduct. I do not want
to use any superlative language which ig so pop-
ular nowadays, because we hear -that the people
are starving and therefore you must do this and
that so as to avoid greater starvation. Now on the
last occasion a Resolution was brught before this
House for the sum of £10,000 for the purpose of
subsidising riee from Brazil and the majority of this
House voted for the postponement of that Resolution.
This is not the place for using any stunts; this is
an Assembly where there are 24 members who are
supposed to be cautious in what they do. I want to
say that when a matter ‘s postponed by the House
you do mnot bring forward an Address askine the
Government to implement something the considera-
tion of which hag been postponed. The Resolution
has not been removed from the Order Paper and it
must be assumed that the Government proposes to act
on the Resolution. If the honourable member in

‘charge of the Resolution had taken it off the Order

Paper then T say that it would be appropriate to
pass this Address. But that is not the case; the
Resolution is postponed and before it reaches the
House again yoy fintroduce an Address about it! T
am not playing polities but this does not seem to me
to be Parliamentary. T made my speech in relation
to the postponement of the Reso'ution on the last
occasion and T fecl that the Government must review
the sitnation. To pass this Address when the Resolu-
tion is st'll under consideration would be equivalent
‘When the
Resolution, was before the House—-—

' Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member must be careful not to allude o the previous
debate.
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Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am only recalling my
speech.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member can state what hig views are without referring
to the previous debate.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: My contention is that
you should subsidise an article if the price of it is
beyond the normal means of the people and if you
realise that there is going to be a serious shortage of
that artic’e then yoy must subsidize and . ration it.
I am asking honourable members to be tolerant this
afternoon because I am not one of those who sit back
and try to lead others astray. I thought at first that
this Address was introduced by the honourable junior
member for St. James because I expected a different
attitude from him; but his colleague is old in years
but not where Parliamentary procedure and behaviour
are concerned. On reflection honourable members will
see that there can be no point in passing this Address
at this stage when they have already voted for the
postponement of the Resolution : and we cannot spend
the money before we pass the Resolution. Of coiirse,
there is nothing in the Rules to prevent thig Address
from being passed and I do not think I am here to tell
honourable members what they should do. T am not
accusing anybody of playing polities or of being dis-
henest but my contention is that there is no point
in passing this Address; T do not see the necessity
for it. If we pass.an Addresg like. this, we may as
well pass an Address in connection with the Public
Health Bill the consideration of which has also been
postponed. It will mean that as soon as a matter
is postponed we can pass an Address in connection
with it and say that the Government must do so and
so. There is an Address on the Order Paper asking
the Government to import rice from Brazil or other
countries but no mention has been made of the price;
therefore we have to analyse the speeches which have
been made and then come to a conclusion. T regard
this Address as just a gallery exhibition the Elections
being just around the corner. As long as honourable
members have voted for the postponement of a matter
which has not been withdrawn from the Order
Paper, the matter must come hefore us for considera-
tion again; and ay regards this particular matter,
there has not been any undue de'ay. T feel that the
introduction of an Address such as this does not in
any way speak well for the House of Assembly in
1948 if honourable members are seriously condueting
their affairs. What surprises me is that some hon-
onrable members who are apparently in favour of this
Address. know that this is not the way in
which things are done: there is no precedent for the
introduction of an Address in similar circumstances.
‘We have postponed Resolutions involving ' more
money than the one in question and we did not have
to pass any Address so as to get something dome.
The voting for the postponement of the Resolution
ix in order to show that the Resolution has been
postponed on such and such a ground. T repeat
that if the Resolution had been removed from the
Order Paper then this Address wounld have been
appropriate ; but to introduce this Address when the
Resolution has not vet been brought wp for further
consideration has the appearance as if somebody is
trying to play politics. ,

Mr. BLACKMAN: If this 550 tons of Brazil
rice ig subsidised to the amount of £17.500, it will -
mean that we will be spendine $3.000 a day on the
subsidisation of this rice for 28 davs. T may men-
tion this: the Governor-in-Executive  Committee
in what T wonld call trne democra*ic fashion, has
already decided to send down a Resolution to sub-
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sidise this rice at 6 cents a piot. (Hear, hear). In

true democratic fashion the Governor-in-Executive
Committee has also agreed to allow me fo put
my point of view Dbefore the House. I happen
to be one of those who are not in favour
of reducing the price of this rice to 6
cents a pint. I do not consider that we are
Justified in subsidising this rice at 6 cents a pint on
account of the high eost which it will entail. I feel
that that ameunt of money could be used to greater
advantage for the benefit of the people. This
Brazil riee is a polished rice and it has not got as
much vitamin in it as brown rice. Therefore I do
not see why we should make the price of an article
which is of lower nutritional value the same as that
which ig of & higher nutritional value. However, the
Government haz already decided to send down a
Resolution for the purpese of subsidising this riee
at 6 ecemtg g pint.

Mr. LEWIS: I warned this Government a long
time ago that thig subsidisation would get them into
trouble. T was the only member of this House who
wanted to know whether the Agreement with British
Guiana would prohibit any merchant in Bridgetown
from importing rice from any other source from which
it coutd be obtained and sold more cheaply. I have
never got that question answered. It does not matter
what the merits or demerits of the subsidisation of
this rice are. I think that the way in which the
matter has been dealt with will force the Govern-
ment {0 subsidise this rice at 6 cents a pint. The
question of economiecs has been removed from this
subject ever since and this Address will have the
effect of making some honourable member or members
look to the public that they have been mstrumental in
getting this riee for the people at 6 cents a pint. I am
not saying whether it is unparliamentary or anything
else to bring in this Address at this particular time;
but the very peopte who have brought in this Ad-
dresg are responsible for the fact that they do not
know what the Government is deoing. The honourable
able genior member for St. Peter went fairly near 16
the kernel of the matter. He gaid that honourable
members  had voled for the postponement of “the
Resolution in the first instance, but I would like to
point out to honourable members that we have come
here on several days since the 17th of August when
the Resolntion was considered and we have voted
for the sugpension of Rule 60 so as to bring other
matters higher up on the Order Paper. We have
allowed the Leader of the House to bring wp other
Resolutions in Committee of Supply above this par-
{icular Resolutien when it was our right, if we wanted
to know what was going on, to refuse to allow any
other Resolution to be dealt with and appeal to the
Government to tell us what they had done about this
Resolution. Many metions have been made that we
have passed so many Resolutions in Committee,
we bave postponed so many, one of whick
is thig Resolution for subsidising the rice, and we
have asked for leave for the Committee to- sit
again but we do not ask what progress has been
made in connection with this Resolution! If this is
not playing politics with the .people’s food I do not
kunow what is. . 'We were at liberty to prevent the
Resolutions which we passed today from being
brought up before this Resolution and to ask the
Government what was happening about it; but we
Jmow: how-we would play politics with this Address

teday. I.can emly say that this is reprehensible con-

duct, whether it is. Parliamentary or otherwise, on
the-part.of a person who, iy representing the. people.
The subsidisation of this riece .at 6.cents a pint is

|
!

IPhﬂip to tell us what the position will be.

pint will be sold at 9 cents a pint.

inevitable ynder the circumsianees, and if the Gov-
ernment had done otherwise they might have been
able to allow this rice to be sold at the fimst eost to
the people who are most able to buy it and the
Demerara rice could be sold te the poor peeple at
6 cents a pint. I submit that when the people in
British Gutana fell us that the position is improving
the Government could not tell definitely that good
supplies of Demerara and Brazil rice will be here
at ithe wsame time, and it would take a
member like the honourable junior member for St.
I am
saying that the two grades of riee will be mixed
from tomorrow morning and the Brazil rice will
remain in the island until after the Elections. From
tomorrow morning the Brazil rice will be in the island
and you will hear that it would have been sold at 9
cents a pint but for the Address of the senior member
for St. James. As the people do not know the eolour
or the quality of this rice all will be Brazil rice. T am
saying that is a further stage in the playing of politics
with the people’s food, and as regards the starving
people that is mothing to do with whether the rice
is 6 cents a pint or 9 cents a pint. That is something
to give this matter a twist which cannot be justified at
all. If peeple are out of work and are starving, the
Government will have to give them faod. They
will not be able to buy rice at 6 cents a pint because
they have not got any momey, I merely got up to
state the puosition as I see it; I repeat that honourable
members have sat here for one or two Tuesdays and

+ allowed the Government ‘o postpone the consideration

of this Resolution, they have been parties to the posi-
ponemeni and now they introduce an Address the
opening remarks in support of whieh are that they
have not, heard anything about the Resolution! I say
that for a statesman or politician this is net playing
the game.

Mr. TALMA: Thig matter hag been oceupy-
ing the attention of honourable members for a very
lengthy period when, in reality, it has bezn diseussed
and amended in keeping with the wishes of this
House, and in keeping with the desires and suggest-
ions made In the Address the passing of which has
been moved here today. Speaking on my own hehalf, 1

have always been in favouriof subsidising this riee at 6

gents g pint (Cheers) because I know thiat soqne shop-
keepers in this island are very umscrupuleus and I
know that the riee whieh is to be sold at 6 eenis a
I know that
taxeg are collected from all sources and that people
mus! eat in order to live. I know that riee ig regard-
edt as the staple food in this eelony and no matter
what quality of yams or potatoes we have, rich or poor
people look for their riee. I regard thig debate this
afternoon as heing untimely ginee the matter has
already been ggreed to. On geeount of British Guiana
not heing able to keep to their Contraet we have had
to get this- 550 toms of rice from Braal, and this
might be the only eccasion on which. we will find
ourselveg in this position. We have wasted time, not
only this afterncom but previously, when more busi-
ness. could have been done-in this Chamber. We
canno: blame the people in British Guiana to the
full extent for what hag happened because they had
bad labour conditiong and if conditiong improve, the
British Guiana Marketing Board will be. able to keep
to their Contract. I have heard that the Brazil rice
is inferior in guality and it .does not coak well, but
1 cannot. swear to that. However I think that the
Government has a good and, just reason for bringing
dawn the pricz of this.rice to 6 cents a pint so that

everybody.can by, it at the same priee.
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Mr. MAPP: I am going to make my position
clear., On the previoug oceasion when the Resolution
came up for debate———

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member cannot allude to the previous debate.

Mr. MAPP: When we were considering the
Resolution to subsidise this Brazil rice, we were told
that the rice was of a better quality

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the honourable
member means that he was told that in the House,
he would be referring to the previous debate.

Mr. MAPP: It is very difficult to avoid mention-
ing certain facts which came out during the first
debate.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member can refer to what hag been sald withouc
saying that it was said during the course of that
debate. '

Mr. MAPP: 1 mus; thank Your Honour for
guiding me along that line, The information came
out at first that. this rice was of a better quality
than the British Guiana rice and any reasonable
member of this community knows that you cannot go
in Broad Street, for instance, and get an inferior
article at the same price at which you can get a
superior one, We were assured that the Brazil rice
and the British Guiana rice would be here at the
same time. and the plan was to distribute the rice so
that the poorer sectiong of the community would be
able to get the British Guiana rice at 6 cents a pint

and leave the Brazil rice at 9 cents a pint to be.

purchased by those whe are able to purchase it. In
the circumstanees, one grade ¢f rice being betler
than the other, that wag a reasonable proposition to
be put to this House. But today I hear a different
story; a propaganda move has been made and there-
fore I am explaining my position. Whatever has
been said teday in favour of this Address was said on
the postponement of the Resolution for subsidising this
rice; so that we are bringing up the same arguments
and wasting the time of the House. I have got up
to speak on thig matter simply beecause the Govern-
ment is changing its position. (A MEMBER: They
had to do s0.) This is a matter of not finding out
facts before coming to the House. We are told today
that the Brazil rice is not as good in quality as the
British Guiana rice. (A MEMBHR: And you still
want it to be sold at 9 eents a pint.) If honourable

members will listen they will hear a worthy contribu--

tion to this debate. It was said that we would get the
Brazil rice at the same time ag the British Guiana riee
and the riee would be distributed in such a way that
the poorer classes would be able to buy the cheaper
rice. Miy view is that the Brazil rice should be subsid-
ised and a'so rationed. Rice is the basic food of the
masses and if you ration it, the people will get their
fair share. I am not in favour of spending money in one
way and not in the other. As long as you do not ration
this rice you will be helping ome section of the
community - to the detriment of the other. I
am not in favour of spemnding this money to re-

‘duce the price off this riee unless it is going to be

Tationed. Trinidadians have told me that people ean
wet rice it Trimidad beeause it iy rationed. I say that
rationing does not cost us too much if by deing so
wa ensuve thiat the people get some of the things

‘wihich we are subsidising. We have been given some
- information now and we find ourselves in diffienlty:

we have ‘now been told by a Government mem’be}-
thaf the mformmtion which they havwe given wug 18

‘wrong, that this rice is of an infertor auality and tyat
-1t will be xubskdised at 6 centsa pint. Fhat member is a

responsible member of the community and I think
that serroug reasong sheuld be given

Mr. UEPUFY SPEAKER: 1 would like the
honourable member to say exactly what he is refer
ring to. Is the honourable member referring to some-
thing which the homourable genior member for Christ
Church gaid ?

Mr. MAPP: He was in favour of this proposal.

Mr, TALMA: 1 was always in favour of this
rice being subsidised at 6 cents a pint. I said so in
Executive Committee and I said so again today.
(Cheers.)

Mr. MAPP: 1 am very glad that the homourable
member adopts a certain course and sticks to il. If
he hag the facts at hig disposal and addueceg hig rea-
song for supporting thig measure.

Mr. TALMA: If the honourable member reads
any constitutional law and praectice he will realise
thai if it is a question of one against three whether
;ﬁey are Tight or wrong you have to go along with

em,

Mr. MAPP: I am a young member of this
House and I only hope that we will be presented
with all the facts in so far as this matter is concerned,
If this riee eomes to this island and we can also get
British Guiana riee, I am not in favour of bringing
down the price of the Brazil riece to 6
eents a pint so that a eccrtaim  seciion
of the cemmunity will get the bulk of it. It
must be distributed so that the poorer sections
of the community can get some -of it. When
I have been told that this riee is of a better quality

than the British Guwiana rice and now T am told

that it is of an inferior quality, T must make my posi-
tion clear and with some force. When T say anything
in this House I say it seriously and for some good
Teason. I am not bearing anybody’s blame on my
shouldery bécanse my shouldeérs are tos small for
that. * T repeat: T hope that the Government will
bring their facts clearly and that they will spend
some money in rationing this rice because in that
way you will ensure that everybody gets some of it.
(A MEMBRR: That is too expensive.) Trinidad
is rationing rice. I think that we have got to the
stage where we can do away with this manoeuvring
and act like like grown-up people and not like little
children. The Resolution dealing with the subsidi-
sation of this rice was postponed because of the
wishes of the House and now you bring up this
Address gsking that someth'ng be done before the
Resolution is further considered! That iz definitely
playing polities,

Mr. 8. A, WALCOTT: I would just like to
reply to the junior member for the City. He aec-
eused me, Sir, of playing politics by moving this
Address. Well, I can assure him that if getting food
for the people of thig island ascheaply as possible is
playme polities I shall centinue to play polities as
long as T am returned to this House (Cheers). If
he hag the jmterest of the people so mmch at heart,
whv didn’t he play politics t00? He also asked why
T did not object to any other Order being taken be-
fore the Reselution which relates to the subsidization
of this Brazilian rice, inasmuch as it hag been post-
poned for three weeks. 'The honourable member
has been a member of this House long enough to
know that we could mot incredse the amowmt from

~£10,000 to £18.000. so I'wonld have been only wasting

the time of the House if T had taken steps to have

the Resolution dealt with in the cireumstances.’
Mr. LBWIS: T rise to a peint of explanation.

T #a2id that the honturable member counld have en-

“quired what was happening in commeetions with the

o s
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Resoluiion. I never said anything about hig being
able to increase the amount. Why is he bringing
that in9 It wag with the honourable member’s con-
sent that the Resolution was postponed and I said
that he could have enquired from the Government’s
spokesman what was happening in connection with it

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT:
ourable member to have said that I should have ré-
fused to have allowed any other Resolution to be con-
sidered before the Resolution dealing with gubsidiza-
tion of this rice imported from Brazil, The Resolu-
tion wag for only £10,000; it was postponed with the
view of enabling the Government to send down a
Resolution for the full subsidy of £18,000. The Gov-

ernment has had {bree weekg to reconsider the matter '

—not a day as the junior member for the City wants
to insinuate—and it hag done nothing. In the mean-
time the rice will be landing here and sold at a price
which would ereate a hardship on the people. Further
T understand that the quality is not as good as that
of the B.G. rice and this Government will have it
brought here and sold at 9c. instead of 6e. per pint.

Mr. TALMA: I rise, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
merely to say, with your permission, that further in-
vestigation has taken place by the Government in
the matier and the Government is willing to accept
the suggestion that thig rice be subsidized in such a
manner as to enable it to be sold at 6e. per pt. That
i the reason why thig House has not heard anything
further ag yet. o

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I understand the junior
member for St. John to say that the quality of this
Brazilian rice is not as good as the quality of the
B.G. rice. I hope that members will pass thiy Ad-
dress unanimously.

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—On
a point of explanation. I never said anything about
quality. I said that polished rice hag not the same
nutritious value as brown rice.  Brown sugar is
more nutritious than white sugar but white sugar
is sold at a greater price than muscovado sugar. I
did not say anything about the quality of the rice
from Brazil because T am not a merchant.

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: If nutritious value is
not quality T do not know what is.

The question that this Address do now pass is put
and resolved in the affirmative, the division being as
follows :—

Ayes: Dr. Wmson, Messrs. Symmonps, Hus-
BANDS, F. L. Warcorr, Lewis, Tar.mA, CRAWFORD,
GARNER, MorrLEY, HAYNES, DOwDING, GALE, S. A.
WaLncorr, WiLKINSON and Warp—15.

Noes: Messrs, Cox, Mapp, BLAckMAN, and Dr.
CumMins—4.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will ask the hon-
ourable senior member for St. James and the hon-
ourable junior member for St. Michael 1o be so
good as to present the Address to His Excellency
the Governor.

Mr. S. A, WALCOTT: As Your Honour pleases.

Mr. GALE: As Your Honour pleases.

MESSAGE TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I ask
leave to move an Addresg to the Honourable the
Legislative Council in reply to their Message relating
to the selection of Representatives on the Standing
Closer Association Committee of the British West
Indian Colonies.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber is granted leave to proceed.

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to move that the following
Address do now pass, : ey

1 understood the hon-

The House of Assembly
To :
The Honourable The Legislative Council.

‘I'ne Hous: of Assembly acknowledge the receipt
of a Message from ihe Honourable The Legislative
Council of even date relating to the selection of
Representatives of the Standing Closer Association
Committee of the British West Indian Colonies and
beg 1o inform the Legislative Council of their agree-
ment to the suggestions contained therein.

Mr, BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

The question that this Address do now pass is
put and resolved in the affirmalive without divigion.

[

FIXING THE ORDER PAPER.

Dy. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I pro-
pose to iix the Order Paper now- :

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker—

. Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: To what point
has the honourable member risen?

Mr, MOTTLEY : Before the Order Paper ig fix-
ed at all—

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the homourable
member making g motion that the Order Paper be
not now fixed? If so, I will hear him.

My. MOTTLEY: I am going to do that. I am
appealing to the gsenior member for St, Thomas
to see that there is an Address which should be
passed this evening. We have always given the
necessary co-operation by staying here until a fairly
how to get certain things done and I am appealing
to the senior member for St. Thomas to see the
wisdom in allowing this Address to be dealt with this
evening.

Dy. CUMMINS: I am fixing the Order Paper
now.

My. CRAWFORD : I beg to move that the fixing
of the Ovder Paper be postponed at this stage.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to second that and I
do so for the simple reason that the Addresg which
the honourable senior member for St. Philip would
like to deal with relates to the fixing of the dates
for holding the forthcoming General Election. That
is the only reason why I am seconding the motion.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
it would appear that some honourable memberg want
this House to sit until a late hour of the evening to
discuss an Address of which I do not even have a
copy. We have received a Message from His Excel-
lency the Governor stating that he proposes to pro-
rogue the Legislature on the 23rd of November

Mr. GARNER: On a point of order. The Ad-
dress of the senior member for St. Philip is not hefore
the House.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am waiting for
the senior member for St. Peter to complete his
sentence,

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I was saying that we
received a Message from His Excellency the Govern-
or stating that the Legislature will be prorogued on
the 23rd November, that writs will be issued on the
same day and will be made returnable on the 13th
December.. We received that Message, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, two Tuesdays ago———

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member must speak on the motion that the Order
Paper be not now fixed.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker.—
I am sure that you will grant me that same indulg-
ence which you granted the senior member for ‘the
City who stated his reason why the Order Paper
should not be now fixed.

#
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:

indylgence which I gramied the honourgble semior
member for the City did not exceed one minute.
© Mr, F. L. WALCOTT: 1 would like 0 have
Your Honour’s ruling ss to what line my argument
must take on the motion that the Order Paper be
not now fixed.'
L My, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member is entitled to state, as bneﬂy as possible, the
reason why he ig against the motion that the Order
Paper be not now fixed.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am quite prepared
to give Your Honour the opportunity to go home
early but it seems as if some honourable members are
not in favour of that being done because if they
were in favour of it when the senior member for St.
Thomas was about to fix the Order Paper they would
not have objected. T feel that at some time or other
you must give certain people a dose of their medicine
and T intend to do that now.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Is the honourable
member still speaking on the motion before the
House?

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Yes, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:
put the question.

Mr. B, L. WALCOTT: I cannot see the wisdom
in objecting to the fixing of the Order Paper now.
The senior member for St. Thomag does not propose
to go on with any more Government Business and
when we look at the Orders under Private Members’
Business————

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member still speaking to the motion before the
House?

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Yes, Sir. There are 85
Orders under Private Members’ Business on the
Order Paper and, personally, I have a lot of matters
on this Order Paper which I would like to discuss
but I cannot get an opportunity yet to discuss any
of them. What is annoying me

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member addressing the Chair or is he not?

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am being interrupted.
‘We are asked to discuss an Address in the form of
a Reply to a Message from the Governor and that
Address is not before the House in the usual form
in which Replies to Messages from the Governor comg
before this House. I am not convineed that we
should consider that Addresg at this late hour rather
than fix the Order Paper. Members on the other
side of the House have asked on previous occasions
that business shou'd be completed at five o’clock
and we on this side of the House have acceded to
their request because in these days of steamy
weather if you have a comfortable home you do
wish to get to it and have a little relaxation. For
that reason I am quite prepared to have the Order
Paper fixed now and let this proposed Address be
dealt with next Tuesday. The discussion on this
proposed Address cannot possbly be finished this
evening because other members of my Party and I
will be expressing our views on it before it is put to
the vote. Let us have a look at Private Members’
Business on the Order Paper.
in Your Honour’s name

Mr. WARD: Mr, Deputy Speaker,—I move
that, in aceordance with Rule 79, the question be
now put.

Mr WILKINSON: T beg to second that.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: A motion has been
moved and seconded that the question be now put
and it has been ruled on previous occasiong in this

Deputy

Otherwise T will

“The gime for that |

No. 1 is an Addres:s‘

House that when a member makes a motion in
accordange with Rule 79, the question is to be put
without further debate. In accordance w1th that
ruling I shall pug the quesnon

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: 1 would like Your Hon-
our’s ruling, im view of your legal training and
kuowledge of Constitutional Law, as to whether I
have the right tp gpeak pn the .motion befo:e the
House. I wag speaking on a ‘Substentive motion and
had not yet resumed my seat when the senior mem-
ber for St. Lucy jumped up and made a motion that
the question be now put.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Naturally, as soon
as another honourable member gets up to speak the
honourable member who was on his feet should sit
and listen to the other homourable member without
losing his right to continue to speak, unless the hon-
ourable member who hag risen from his seat makes
a motion that the question be now put.

Mr. P. L. WALCOTT: The senior member for
St. Lucy did not rise on a point of order or on a
point of explanation; he simply moved that the
question be now put.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I1 rise to
a point of order in the hope that my remarks will
be of some assistance. I know that Rule 79 has been
used but it has never been used while an honourable
member was on hig feet. A motion that the question
be now put would necessarily indicate that the House
Joes not want any further debate on the particular
subject but I would appeal to the senior member for
St. Lucey, in the ecircumstances, to withdraw his
motion go that this matter may be regularised. My
recollection is that a motion of that nature is not
put while a honourable member ig speaking. Rule
79 should only be exercised after several honourable
members have been heard and there is no new argu-
ment to be brought forward. Your Honour hag sat
in the Chair before but you are sitting there to-day
as the result of the Speaker being absent from the
island and I think that we should render you every
assistance in your presiding over the deliberations
and in upholding the dignity of this House and I
again appeal to the senior member for St. Luey,
in the circumstances, to withdraw his motion.

Dr. CUMMINS: On a point of order, Mr.
Deputy Speaker. I have been informed that the
senior member for St. Philip is willing to have the
Address, of which he gave notice to-day, placed as the
first Order under Private Members’ Business at the
next meeting. In view of that, T will proceed to fix
the Order Paper

Mr. WARD: agks for and is granted leave to
withdraw his motion.

Mr., SYMMONDS: On a point of order. J
would like to have your ruling, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, on this question. If a member of this
House is speaking on a subject and has not sat down
can his speech be superseded by a motion that the
question be put? Your Honour has not given any
ruling on that point and the same thing may hapcp*?n
on some future occasion.

THE ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper being fixed,

Dr. CUMMINS: T beg to move that this House
do now adjourn to this day week, Tuesday, 14th
September, at 12 o’clock noon.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I should just like
to say, before we ad;ourn that the senior member
for St. Lucy was given permission to with-
draw his motion; therefore, the point of order to




84
which the junior member for St. George rose is
purely academic. , '

Mr. TALMA: T beg to second the motion for
the adjournment of the House. -

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before you put the ‘ques-
tion, Sir, I ask leave to havé the Address relating to
the prorogation of the House, of which I gave notice
to-day, placed as the first Order under Private Mém-
bers’ Businéss at ‘the next meeting, o

HOUSE -

The leave is granted.

Mr. COX: I ask that Order No. 7 in my name—

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is a mofion
for the adjournment before the Fouse. The question
is that this House do now adjourn until this day week,
Tuesday, 14th September, 1948, at 12 o’clock noon.
Honourable members in favour will please say ‘“Aye’’;
those against will please say: ‘““No.” I “think the
““ Ayes’’ have it. This House now stapds adjourned.
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