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THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 7th September, 1948. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of h m -  

bly met at 12 o'clock noon to-day. 

Present : 

His Honour M&. 5. E. T. BRAN~KER (Deputy 
XpeaJEer), MR. L.. E. SMITH (Chairman. of Commit- 
tees), DR. R. G. C ~ M I N S ,  MFSSRS. K. N. R. HUS- 
BANDS, M. E. COX, D. A. FOSTER, A. E. S. LEWIS, C. E. 
T$LMA, H. D. BLACKMAN, V. C. GA+LE, E. D. MOTTLEY, 
S; A. WBLCOTT, J. H. W ~ I N S O N ,  O.B.E., and R. U. 
&P. 

Prayers are read. 
Mr. HAYNES enters the House and takes his seat. 

MINUTES. 

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on 
the 31st August, 1948, having been circulated are 
taken as read and codmed.  

PAPERS LAID 

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Deputy Speaker,-I have 
l e  honour to lay on the table of the House the fol- 
16fving Papers :- 

The Bridgetown (Parking) Regulations, 1948. 
The Bridgetown (One-Way Traffic) Regulations, 

1948. 
Message No. %/l946 from His Excellency the 

Clovernor informing the Honourable the House of As- 
sembly that the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
dith the approval of the Prime Minister of His Majes- 
ty'# Government in the United Kingdom, has selected 

. Mr. C. B. Adam3 M:C.P., to be an Alternate Delegate 
U.K. Delegation to the forthcoming General 

Ashi lribly of the United Nations to be held at Paris. 
(*m): 

Mr. WILKINSON : Mr. Deputy Speaker,-I ask 
leave of the Rouse to make a few remarks in connec- 
*ion with the Message from His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor zh ich  has just been laid on the table of the 
House7 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
j(l. granted leave to proceed. 

Mr. WILKINSON: Sir,-I think it is a great 
compliment to Barbados that the Secretary of State 
for the Calonies has seen fit to select a Barbadian to 
be one of the delegates to attend the forthcoming 

General Assembly of the United Nations at Paris and 
so, we congratulate the Leader :of the House on being 
selected. At the same time11 aannot help commenting 

I on the method which has been adopted. The senior 
member for St. Joseph was here last Tuesday and I 
should have thought that the Government would have 
seen fit to have sent d a m  a Message on Tuesday last 
in connection with this matter and not to have allowed 
the information to have been obtained from a mam 
meeting in Queen's Park. I regret that the Govern- 
ment made such a serioua error in. not having notifid 
tb Houae last Tuesday of this selection when ths 
senior member for St. Joseph was present. However, 
I would like to move that this H o w  place oh record) 
its appreciation of the selection of a Barbadian to be. 
a delegate to the General Assembly of the Unit& NW 
tions in Paris next mouth. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKEB : The honourable 
member was granted leave to make a few remarks sn 
His Excellency's Message but he has not yet obtained 
leave to make a motion in comeation with it. 

Messrs. DOWDING, WARD and CRAWFORD entered 
the House while MR. WIL~INSON was speaking and 
took their seats. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : Sir,-I ask leave to make a mod 
tion expressing our appreciation of the selection of a 
Barbadian as a delegate to the forthcoming &ned 
Assembly of the United Nations in Paris. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber is granted leave to proceed. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : I beg to move that this Honour- 
able House place on record its appreciation of a Bar- 
ljadian having been selected as an Alternate a lega te  
to the United Kingdom Delegation to the forthcom- 
ing General Assembly of the United Nations to be 
held in Paris. I n  doing W, I should like to say that 1. 
associate myself with the reamarks of the j d o r  memi 
ber for St. J a m s .  Let me say at the outset that what- 
ever may be our superficial differences we 
have fundamental similarities as colonials. dPe could 
not but exprem our gratitude that the Mother 
Country has seen fit to depart from ancient 
tradition and select a Colonial-more especially a Co- 
lonial of real African descent to represent all her 
colonies, not only her West Indian colonies, at  an As- 
sembly of such great importance as the one to be held 
in Paris next month. (Cheers). I feel, Sir, that this 
is an outstanding tribute which will go down in his- 
tory and I hope that it is only a stepping stone to 
higher things. 

Mr. WILKINSON : I have much pleasure, Sir, 
in seconding that motion. I do not think I can add to 
what I said earlier, and I repeat that it is a great com- 



MD, T A h U  : MP. Dep&y 8p&e~;-I beg 
present a petition from the Vestry of the p m i l  of 
Christ Bhareh p~ayin'g S b  Bshse ta a Bill to au- 
4hd-riw thh t o ~  pay a g9a8&y of E25 to &ral&ne 
llhmruekt, llably a nurse at the suhn~h~)tlse of the sM 
parish, 2nd $5 c%mge t 6 k  ea rn  the rates of t;k 
salid paud .  

Mr. DEPUTY SP$,BPKETE3 : I t&ke 5% 01Pa.B the 
of th petitkm is tesllpemte md %spetful. 

Nr. TA%MA : Yes, You? Hononr, and I Ask that 
the @tition be taken as read. 

I also beg to present a petition from the 
Highway Commissioners of the parish of Chritlt 
Church praying the House to pass a B511 to 
authorize them to borrow a sum or sums~of money not 
exceeding £2,500 to be used in  the purchase and im- 
portation of a Diesel Motor Road Roller for  use of the 
said padsh. The petition is respectfully worded and 
I beg to move that it be %aken as read. 

Bcth petitions are taken as read. 

a14 - S -- - - 

pliment to us that a Barbadian has been selected for 
this purpose. We do appreciate the fact that a Bar- 
badian has been selected. 

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Deputy Speaker,-I should 
like to make a few remarks by way of an explanation. 
The junior member for St. James said that i t  was re- 
grettable that this i n fo rd t ion  was not given on Tues- ; 

day last, or words to b'@t @%t, when the senior mew- 1 
ber for St. Joseph was here. Those of us who knew ' 

about it were bound to secrecy until an  announcement 
was made in  the United Kingdom on Sunday night. 
Consequently, as the honourable member will under- 
stand, nothing could be said about the matter in  this 
House before to-day. 

Mr. COX : I want to move an amendment to that 
motion. I think i t  is but fair  and fitting that the 
name of the person who has been selected should be in- 
serted in  the motion and for that reason I beg to move 
that  the words "in the person of Mr. G. H.  Adams" 
be in erted a'ktzr the word "Barbadian". 

Mr. MAPP : While I think we all appreciate the 
very open-handed and genuine tribute which has b e n  
paid the 'ther side of this House yet I think that 
the wording of the motion shou'd be just as open- : 
handed and genuine. We should not simply let it go 
0% reqord as o w  appreciation of the appointmea~ 0T 
a Zkwbiadiaa but W& sbt%dd dfJ0 Jde m~~open-handed 
& h : s a y  "a 3arWim ih tdrer petson .of Mr. 80 afrd 
$Q:'' F G ~  that r-emon I k& $0 m the ame~rd~h& 
of the s&ior &ember for St Mielrael, 

m. B4f)WhEY : 1 a m q t  the %f&%d&eat. 
'ALa ' "@ f@k~B.am 

whiCB h 6  bee* winded %I&& rtaaay- by w&!&i.s 
dr &be Opiptxiitgaa. R! m& 'bap #Bat t If& ?ij%%%ef$l CO 
her here M a y  am& W h&r saeb &li€im&ts K8W 
lhmmte9prtlmd by t& .Oprp&m. I- ~ d l i p  &!W 
&at hen .yeam W& any 'l~elJbinY&W m h  ~B!J hlW 
from %ha !lips d $he jnn'iol- r n t n b C ~  .€'@F St. FM$ abd 

who haw spu];pei wwld evw h9'oe'b&?& &@&S- 

ea the @ t6@'d*W8 ''piri4 
TBh2Ckhaebeen'e%h?ed we tbaapcO*aesla lnwld 
be well for the future of this &k&y. (W). 

y b q u e s & a  that t t ~  -7 * a m a d ,  now 
F a  h pnC lam3 rmbhed ih &e sfhWMWe Withdat &- 

NOTICES. 

HOUS'E 
-W-- -- . ------.p-p-- -. - - - --- 

Act, 1937 (1937-E), as amended by sections 41 and 
42 of the Department of Highways and Transport 
Act, 1945 (1945-12). 

Mr. BLACKMAN : Resolution to approve the 
Regulations entitled the Bridgetown (One-way Traf- 
fic) Regulations, 14348, made by the Director of High- 
ways and T~anspbr t  on the 12th day of February, 
1948, and agp$roved and sanc t̂3rm& by His $xcellency 
the Governor on the 10th day of April, 1948, under 
the provisions of section 7 of the Motor Vehicles and 
Road Traffic Act, 1937 (1937-16), as amended by sec- 
tions 41 and 42 of the Department of Highways and 
Transport Act, 1945 (1945-12). 

Mr. TALMA : Resolution to approve the follow- 
ing allocation of the balance of the stabilisation fund/ 
fixed on the 2nd of September, 1948, by the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee on the advice of the Fanc? 
Molasses Control and Marketing Board under the pro- 
visions of section 10 of the Barbados Fancy Molasses 
Production and Export A&, 1-7. 

The balance of the stabilisation fund shall be 
a l w a *  a&ong producers of fancy molasses and 
among producers of sugar other than muscovado 

TblIotirs :- 
(a) among producers o fancy molasses a t  the 

produced ; and 
f rate of .88998. a 'gd 6n-'oYl ' e d e ~ ~  wine gallon 

(b) among producers of sugar other than musco- 
WO *h &t the !&d% %f $3.6686 per ton of 
cmgaw &d@. 

Other Notices am as$o&m :W 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : Of the following Address: 
-Y 

The House of  Assembly 

To 

Pi8 l!?xcellemy ;@is Chver~or 

TbB.bBsa of &&edblf r~b&Wttlg ?e@kst %& 
E*CC&nc;g 1" t& pao &le %.g 
550 tons of rice from Brazil to be sold a t  six ( 6 )  &&tkt 

Per g.HURBAWD8 : m 8 tw ,j?anO.opie AddYms :- 

Government Notices are given as follows :- 
Mr. BLACKMAN : Resolution to approve the 

Regnlztztions entitled the B ~ i d g e t o m  (Pztr.king) Regu- 
lations, 1948, made by the Director of Highways and 
Transport on tFe  12th day of February, 1948, and ap- 
proved and sanctioned by His Excellency the Govern- 
or.on the 10th day of April, 1948, under the provisioils 
of section 7 of the Motor Vehicles and W d :  Traffic 

The H* of  Y&%mbly 

The House of Assembl ~espectfully request Your 
Excellency to forward to Ifis Hajesty's Principal Sec- 
retary .of State for  the Chbnies t h e i ~  p a v e  %xpression 
in  protesting against the recent action taken 6 t b  Y Government of the Union of South Africa in  app ying 
"Jim Crow" regulations to  travellers on trains i n  
Cape Town. 

2. Decidlng to oust from '&e Legislature of tha t  
Country the representatives of non-white citizens or  
t%e U'nion. 

8. ?'he House of assembYY resp'eckfdky hope 
that Ris  Majesty's Government will take appr~pr id t e~  
action grid give a clear indkation that t%e ptilicp of 
the South African Government is not in the best iu- 
teresta of the British Commonwealth of Nations. 

4. The Rouse respectfully u r  e that a ba% be I placed on imports from the Union o gouth af r ica  as  
an indication of this colony's disavrrroval with this - A 
policy. 

Mr. TALMA : A Bill to authorise the Vestry o f ,  
the parish of Christ Church to pay a gratuity to 
Geraldiiie Burnett, recently employed as a Nhs .  a t  
the Christ Church Almshouse. 

Mr. TALMA : A Bill to authorise the Commis$ 
sioners of Highways for the parish of Christ ~hurcfid 
to raise a loan not exceeding two thousand five hun- 
dred pounds for the purpose of purchasing a Diesel 
Motor Road Roller. 
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I Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : Of my intention to move Mr. C R A W O R D  : Of the following Adbess  :- 

later i n  the day for the passing of the Address of 
which I gave notice a few moments ayo. 

Mr. -CXAWFORD : Of the folliwing Address : 

The Bouse of Assembly 
To 

His Ezcsll@ncy The Governor 

The House of Assembly beg to acknowledge Fe- 
wipt of Yam Excellency's Message No. 18/1948 m t h  
r%@rd to the p m r o g a t h  of the and 
of wgitn Sqr a gegqal  election. 

The House respectfully would inforqn Y o w  Fig- 
cellency that, in  their considered opinion, the middle 

Y of December is unsuitable for the holdin of a general 
election and would request YOBP Excel ency to  pro- 
rogue the Legislature, mith a view to its dissolution, 
around the middle ot 6)&0bek sad insue the Wrib 

a general ehbion  on trha same day. 
CBAwBom ' my iet@i@@ 

later in  the day for  the passing of the Addressr of 
which I have just given *ice. 

Mr.. Ll$WLS : I rise to, a p@nt Q£ cu;&r aspd I 
s1ouM lib ta p,y t h ~ t  inasmuch as v e  haye a Mewage 
from His Excellency the governor already, in connec- 
tion with the prorogation of this Legislature, I con- 
d e r  that the better course *wld Oo, aagorint a 
Sebt C o e 6 e e  0% tfiira @pius(: to &g@ + fte,ply to 
that Wewage ftad wqkg sq,@gastiw ar WgqfFti~n~. t~ 
the Bouse. (Cheers.), f respee@glly ~ u h ~ t  ta p4'h 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, that that is the BcW T&X M 
deal with the matter. (He ear).  

1 The iqouse of Assembly 
To 

His Esceltency th,e Governor 

The House begs to draw te +he rttkntiort 09 your 
E x d e n c y  the f oBowiag .- 

The standard of,&vhg d a e  peep in 
a y  is conaiderably b w 4 ~  t h m  it k in 8 reat B&- 
and the existing impon raiBtkm eOmwl *e 
to puxdase emmm a+ 
$m whep P a n  t b  $ 0 ~  di& they w d d  i)e &t&~ 
ed mtQlid@ Uaited K e d m  B&&. 

chtim#m2e ef %h6 peaeat poplition Wiq de* 
d e c b  the of md Y mady jaw sandad 

'Ylie Honse  aoeopdingly j - e ~ e s h  that  Y&gptExep-A 
leacy =kBe wpr-f8tie the 
do= a i t h  a *ew dtsiaing ~e i*tihtion of eEect- 
ive price cantrols goods manufactured in the 
United Kingdom for  the expo* trade to  the col&BBBB 

BILLS READ A FIWST TIME 

-> . 
Adams, C.B.E., or 

(b) any other steps which would afford them 
some immediate relief from their present distress. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Of the following Address:-- 

The Holsse of Assembly 
To 

His Excellency the Governor 

The House of ~ m e m M y  is of the opinion that i n  
order to assist in promoting British West Indian Unity 
and solidarity, there should be gn annual interchange 

SUPPLEBUCNTBW V O W  FOX, OOVEXWMENT DEPARTMENTS 

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Chairman,-The first Resa- 
lution is for the sum of $39,485 for  the service of the 
Colony. The respective ,Departments and arnodth 
are set ont in the sch?duTe to the Resolution,-a Res- 
olution similar to those which have come before this 
House from time to time for  au~plementary votes for  
Departmeats. There is nothing controversial about 
the Resolution and I shqlt proceed to take the Heads 
in  the Schedule one by one. 

Nr. =DEPUTY SPE&$ : The ~ e q i o r  member [ 
fop R. Fhirw, is quite i n   or*^ h giv&g m t i w  eP this 

of school children on holiday and respectfully re- t 
qFests that Your Excellency will: endeavour to obtain 

(1) 
Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Head V1 

the co-operation of the other West I n d i m  colonies to Customs, item 7, Eight Watchmen-1948-49, g750 
make this proposal a reality. stand part of the schedule. 

Addrew but it a d  when #h@ mattm mmw UP $03 W+ 
ahssiofi, the jhdi61r member fop the Oity ay asy  other 
member may move that the Governor's Message be 
referred to a Select Co@mittee or adopt whatever 
c,wrse, be thin&, + %~~ftpr ia@. ,  

Nr, GR&RFQ@I$ r ~ f '  #+R Som- Address:- 

P€JB%I@ HBATJTB AND HOUSING BE6f B 
POBTPONED. 

m. GUMXE~~& (,&er ha--*,haea w ~ % 4  h, 
to take charge of the QK&a h +he & 

h w ~ w e b l e !  ~@PJI bkr f W ,SQ, gi?sej13&. fMa. 3- ADAMS) : *. Deputy ~ x ~ j & g w q , ~ ~  m-4. 
TBe a w s e  of  4ssembb 

To 
His Excellencg The Governor 

The House of Assembly would draw Your Excel- 
lgpcy 'S attention to the current increase in  the costt of 
living and, in  view of the urgept necessity for asslst- 
ing these peopie to cope with ~ t ,  respectfully request 
Y Q U ~  Excellency ;O take the necemary steps : 

(a) to make available to, these employees qny 
addition$ ~emuneration to which they are elititled as 
a result of the investigation conducted by Mr. B. H. 

CQMMTTTB%!' OF SUPPLY. 

Ur. DEPUTY SPBAET~IB : The first Oaddlr iaF i;lor 
~ ~ m m i t t e o  df supply %a c&&r the q m t  of 

sums of money for  the service of the Cdony. 
MP. SPIWUDB leaves &be Chair and the E b w  re-. 

sumes Committee of Supply, Mr. S I ~ I T H  being in t b  
chair. 



Mr. BLACEMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. COX: I want to say a few words in connec- 

tion with these watchmen. The long hours for which 
these watchmen work and the non-provision of shel- 
ters for them have been drawn to the notice of the 
Government on a few occasions and once again I want 
to bring them to its notice in the hope of getting some- 
thing done in the respective matters. It is known by 
members of the Government and members of this 
House as well as by others that there are watchmen 
in the Government's employ who work for as many 
as 105 hours a week and I think that any reasonable 
person would agree that those hours are definitely too 
long. Some of these watchmen go to work at 4 o'clock 
in the afternoon and leave a t  7 o'clock on the follow- 
ing morning. To be required to watch for 15 hours 
a day is definitely too hard on these watchmen and 
something should be done to &ord them relief. Then, 
a s  we go about the island we see watchmen employed 
by the Department of Highways and Transport with- 
out means of shelter from rain and I think that suit- 
able huts should be constructed for these men. After 
all, thcry are human beings and they should not be left 
in the rain and the cold, as if they were dumb animals. 
As a matter of fact some dumb animals are housed 
and I repeat that suitable huts should be constructed 
and conveyed to the places where these watchmen are 
watching tools and materials belonging to the Depart- 
ment. I sincerely hope that the Government will take 
heed of what I am saying and remedy the situation 
in respect of the two matters which I have mentioned. 

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Chairman,-It escaped me 
to  draw to the attention of this Committee that since 
this Resolution was introduced, a memorandum was 
circulated among honourable members stating that i t  
is proposed to increase the amount under this Head 
by 5300 to meet the cost of providing four temporary 
clerks to enable ar~angements to be made for the 
staffig of the rum bonds. I ask leave to increase the 
amount under Customs by $300. 

There being no objection, leave is granted and 
the $750 is increased by BOO. 

Mr. LEWIS : Paragraph 2 of the memorandum 
to which the senior member for St. Thomas referred 
states that these are to be temporary clerks to enable 
arrangements to be made for the staBng of the rum 
bonds. I should like to throw out a hint to the hon- 
ourable member and it is this: If the Government is 
employing additional temporary clerical assistance in 
the Customs Department, it should consider whether 
it is a right thing to take these new employees and 
put them to work at such a great distance from the 
central Customs Warehouse. I am saying, Sir, that 
this proposal does not necessarily mean that that will 
be done but I am asking the senior member for St. 
Thomas to give the assurance that what are virtually 
warehouses under Customs control at great distances 
from the central Customs, will be staffed by senior an< 
responsible clerks. I throw out that suggestion so that 
the honourable member may know that at least one 
member of the I-Iouse thinks that way. 

The question that the sum of £1,050 be voted 
under this Head is put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

On the motions of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by Mr 
BLACKMAN in each case, the Committee agrees to thc 
following standing part of the Schedule :- 

(2) 
Head V111 Post Office, item 12, Inland Mails-- 

194748, £29; item 13, Overseas direct mails (Sur. 
face>-- 194748, £200; item 14, Overseas direct mails 
(Air)-1947-48, £300, total 9529. 

(3) 
Head I X  Public Market, item 13, Hot Watei 

Supply-1948-49, £29. 

(4) 
Head XI11 Legidbture, (b )  lobher Charges, 

Iouse of Sssenzbly, item 13, Reporting and p r in t iq  
lebates of Legislature-1947-48-4106. 

(5) 
Head XIV Legal Depdments (b) Ot,her 

rharges, item 47, Incidentals-1947-48, £3; item 54, 
3croks and stationery-1947-48, £1. 

(6) 
Head XVI Prisons, item 18, Provisions- 

947:48. £200; item 20, Cleaning, water and light- 
.947-48, £70; item 22, Maintenance of hospital- 
947-48, S35. 

(7) 
Head X X  Education, iv. Further Education, 

tem 29, Grant for evening classes-1948-1949 
8,000; v. University Education, item 26, Island 
3cholamhips at Codringbn College1947-48, £3; 
tem 32, Students in the United Eingdom-1948-49, 
E315. 

(8) 
Head XXV Public Works Department, item 33, 

Harbour Police Station and Jetty-1948-49, S50. 
(9) 

Head XXVI Pensions, item 3, Police and Fire 
Brigade Pensions and Gratuities-194748, 32,680; 
tern 4, Teachers Pensions and Gratuities-1947-43, 
E1,675; item 6, Public Pensions and Gratuitiey- 
L947-48, 32,684. 

(10) 
Head XXVIII Subsidies and Grants, item 32, 

Imperial War Craves Commission-1948-49, 3.21; 
i;tem 33, Barbados Nurses' bciation-1948-49, 
€75. 

(11) 
Head XXIX Miscellaneous Services, litem 24, 

B& and PhbLication~-194T-48, B@; item 25, 
bm'uance of Government Buildings, etc.-1947-48, 
£38; item 25, Insurance of Government Buildings 
etc.-1948-49, $375. 

(12) 
Head XXX Income Tax and Death D n t i ~ s  

Department, item 10, Travelling Expenses-1947-48, 
W. 

(13) 
Head XL TT7sterworks, item 29, D,?livery of 

Water by lo~ry--1948-49, £1,600. 

(14) RFSOLUTrOXS. 

Dr. (CUMMINS: I beg to move that ths follow~ng 
stand part of the schedule:- 

Resoliution No. 60/11946-Water-borne Sanitary 
Services a t  Deacon's Road Tenantry, £1,491; 
Water-borne Sanitary Services at Befield Tenantry: 
rE1,742; Enclosures to house spots a t  Belfield, £600. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. WILKINSON: This total of 933,833 does 

seem to be a large increase of the amc,unt of £6,852 
which was Provided for these purposes, I am not 
questioning the wisdom or otherwise of instituting 
the water-borne system in these tenantries but I 
do think that the amount has been increased enor- 
mously. I wonder whether the senior member for 
St. Thomas can tell me whether the water-borne 
system was included in the original estimate. 

Dr. CUMMINS : The explanatory note s ~ y s  :- 
"Under Resolution NO. 60/1946, the sum of $6,852 
was provided for the purpose of supplyinS domestic 
tap, water-closet and shower bath to 66 liomes in 
the Deacon's Road Tenantry, Black Rock, for the pur- 
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Mr. LiEWIS: Before you put  the question, 
Mr. Chairman, I should just like to make a brief 
observation on No. 13, Head, Waterworks, £1,600. 
When a sum of £500 is provided for a n  item and 
the supplementary Resolution is for  three times the 
original *estimate, i t  certainly s e e m  to me that the 
Department concerned should have come back to 
this House at a much earlier date. The driffinal 

-J+ 
pose of supplying domestic tap, water closet and 
shower bath to 68 homej in the Belfield Tenantry, 
Black R.ock, and for the purpose of supplying palings 
and fencings, and the planting and caring of hedges 
to each house spot and playing field in the Belfield 
Tenantry." That was in 1946 and everyone knows- 
the honourable membe'r more thalz anyone else-that 
the cost of materials and labour has increased con- 
siderably since then. 

The that the sum of £3,833 be voted 
under this Head, Resolutions, is put and resolved i n  

".U the affirmative without division. 
(15) 

On the motion of CuMM1Ns9 by 
BLACKMAN, the Commitkee agrees to the f o l l o ~ h g  

2 standing part of the schedule :- 
Resolution No. 82/1947, Cost of hiving Allow- 

ance to Persons i n  receipt of Pensions from Qovern- 
ment-April, 1946-March, 1948-E675. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to mol-e *at the fol- 
lowing Resolution do now pass :-" Resobed that the 
sum of fl9,485 be placed at the of the 

S 
 overn nor-in-~xecutive a m m i t t e e  for the service of 
the Colony as set out in  the schedule hereto. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 

amount in  this case has been overspent by more 
than three times as  much. W e n  the House pro- 
vided E500 for  a service md 332,100 'has t o  be spent 

- on that service I think, Sir, that the House should 
have had a say i n  the matter long before now. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
is put and resolved in the affirmative without divis- 
ion. 

INSTALUTION OF ELECTRICITY IN  THE HOUSE OF 

ASSEMBIJY CHAMBER AND OFFICES. 

paid for out of the Governor's "two hundred", 
Per~onally I am no1 in  favour of night sittings, but 
as long as we sit  here sometimes until it is dark I 
think that these lights are necessary. 

The question that this Resolution do now p m  
is put  and resloved in the affirmative without di- 
vision. 

On the motion of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by &. 
BUCKMAN, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of two 
Resolutions, the postponement of two in  Committee 
of Supply and asks leave to  sit again. 

The House resumes and on the motions of Dr. 
CUMMINS, seconded by Mr. BLACKMAN in  each case, 
the two Resolutions which are passed in Committee of 
Supply are read a first and a second time and are 
weed to. 

COMMITTEE OF S U P P X .  

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKE8:  The next Order is 
to move the House into Committee of Supply to con- 
sider the grant of s u m  of mmey for the service of 
the 'Government. 

On the motion of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by  Mr. 
BLACKMAN, Mr. DEPUTY SpEllKER leaves the chair 
and the H~~~~ into Committee of Supply, Mr. 
SMIWH being in the Chair. 

. Dr. CUMMINS: The next Resolution is for  the 
sum of £280 to meet the cost of the insbllation of elec- 
tricity in  the House of Assembly Chamber and 
Offices and the charges for  electric current for the 
remainder of the current financial year. The items 
are set out in the addendum and those of us who 
feel that this House should meet at night or late in 
the evening will welcome this Resolution. I beg to 
move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEP. . This is very necessary and it 

is also necessary that the Government should send 
down a Resolution for a sum of monsy to meet the 
cost of installing fans in  this Chamber. There are 
days when the heat is intolerable in this Chamber. 
These palm leaves on the table ane no longer service- 
able; as a matter of fact rthey should 'be given to the 
Muneum. I think the members of the Governmlent 
should make a note of my suggestion with the view 
of having i t  carried into effect. 

Dr. 1 I promise th,e honoura%le 
member that I shall bring forward his suggestion in 
the proper quarter. 

Mr. WEKINSON: I notice that included in  
this estimate is the cost of these fluorescent lamps 
already in-stalled a3 a bemporary measure and I have 
been wondering for some time where the money 
came from to install these lamps. It was not done 
with t h ~  consent of this House and I thought i t  was 

SUPPILEMENTARY VOTE FOB MISC--US SERVICES 

POSTPONED. 

Dr. CUMMMS asks for  and is granted leave to 
postpone a Resolution for £1,000 to supplement the 
provision in the Estimates of Expenditure for the 
year 1948-49 under Head XXIX, Miscellaneous 
Se~vices, item 2, Cobt of Exchange. 

l 
UNIFORM~'AND EQUWMDNT FOR THE IE~~BADOS 

VOLUNTEER FORCE. 

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, - The next 
Resolution is for the sum of E208 to provide to t b  
31st March, 1949, for expenditure on uniforms and 
equipment a t  a cost of 651312; uniform aJlowance for  
officers a t  a cost of £30; and a typewriter at a cost of 
£46 for the Barbados Volunteer Force. It is well 
known to honourable members that we are reviving the 
Volunteer Force and later on we shall deal with a 
Resolution for  the appointment of certain officers. 
This Resolution is for  the sum of $208 to equip the 
men and to purchase a typewriter. I beg to move 
that i t  do slow pasis. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to  second that. 
The question that this Resolution do  now pass is 

pit and resolved in the aiBmative without division. 
Mr. SYMMONDS enters the House and takes his 

seat. 
S RESOLUTION re rJUJ3SIDIZATION OF COMMOD- 

I .  POSTPONED. 

Dr. CUMMINS asks for and is grmted  lelave to 
postpone a Resolution for the sum of 5l28,500 
to supplement &solution No. 16 of the 13th April, 
1948, to provide for  the subsidization of flour, 
salt fish, salt pork and balanced animal feed to 
the 31st. March, 1949, i n  order that  the Drice of 
these commodities may be stabilized a t  such prices 
as may be fixed by the Competent Authority. 

MANAGER FOR SEAWELL AIRPORT 

Mr. B L A C m A N :  Th? next Resolubion Is for 
the sum of £350 to  engage the services of a Manager 
for Seawell Airport to the 31st. March, 1949. 

The addendum states that the situation at  Sea- 
well Airport is unsatisfactory and it is hard to 
ju1stify further delay in a matter which conceIsns 
the safety of the travelling I t  6s proposed 
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I 
te the se&ices of an Airport ;Manager on seaas to be some lursundersianding about 'L& matter 
a temporary basis for the remainder of the current i \ - ' l l~a ; b;lo~d lik2 to bz cleared UP. Even ill the 
financial at g salary b&\v~en s o  and 230 per addendum to this Resolutio-u, i t  is staied that this 
month according to qualifications. ~h~ appo.ntment SS,C06 is ~o enable the Fisheries Committee to make 
will be reviewed in collnection filth next year's loans to fishermen for the buildillg and w ~ ~ P P ~ ~ ~  
EsLimates when the salary of the post will be or" new boats, for repairs to boats and for the pro- 
k f d  pemaneiltly. I 'beg to move that this Resolution vision of fishing tackle. The mismderstallding to 
do now p+%. which I refer is whether loans should also be made to 

Dr. C,ITMMINS: I beg to second that. own, TS of fishing boats ~vho are not actual fish-men. 

Mr. MO,TT LBY: I do not want to the There is a great difference bztween fishermen and 
pasing of this Resoluti,on h+, I should I&e to owners of fifshing boats and the feeling is that 

obtain a more information about this matter. Gsherinen alone, the lllajority of whom have never 

I would what are the duties of this bcea o;vaer~ of fis'r,i:lg boa,ts call avail thimselves of 
ofleer. The Government could hardly expect us to this opportunity to obtain loans, but the owners of fish- 

ing boats who have never Wen actual fishermen 6ut  vote a sum of money to engage the services .of this have investyd a;l their savings in fishing k80ats 
Manager a t  Se2~well airport  without telling us cannot. I should like to know whether the Govorn- 
what his duties ?re. rne~t ' s  spokesman can give the assurance that 

2L4CwN:  At the present moment these funds will be used to assist not only fi&ermen 
I cannot give WY gurther info-~on in the mattex- btit also ol\Tilel+s of &hillg boats who take an active 
I have sent for the file and as soon as it e w e s  I will interest in the fishing industry. 
be able to give the information which the hon~urable JQ.. TTARD: 1f this money is to help only fish- 
member asks dos. eEmen. who are actually engaged in fishhg, then I 

Dr. ~ ~ u M M I N S :  In the curcumstmces l beg should like to say that 1 agree with the senior member 
to move that the further consideration of this Resolu- for the city that some assistarJoe d o a d  also be 
tion be postponed. given to persoas who purchase fishing boats to enable 

Nr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that. fishermen to go ,out to sea and fish. These boat owners 
The question that farther considwa~ion of provide the necessary for the men who are 

this Reso'ution be postponed is put and resolved in willing to go fish\ing and I think that, they too should. 
the affirmative without division. be assisted in keep1:ng their boat6 in ~epair ,  so as to 

be able to employ fishermen throughout the fishing 
re  MH.ABICI;[TAT1ON OF D1SC~4EQED season. Although it is a very commendable thing t~ 
PERSONNEL POSTPONED 

Dr. CUMMJNS asks for and is granted learve 
to postpone a Resolution for £5,000 to supplement 
Resolutilion No. 8 of the 25th February, 1948, for 
rthe fiollowing purposw :-(a) to lprovision 
for the establishment' in civil life of discharged 
Service penzonn~l; (b) to operate or participte in 
schemes for the care and maint-.nance of d:scharged 
service personn:l; and (c) to prouide a rehabilitation 
%nd from which payments may be made. 

REHABILJTATION AND EXTENSION OF ~ 3 8 1  FISHING 
INDUSTRY 

Mr. TALNA: The next Resolu;ion, Sir, is for 
the sum of 53,000 for the rehabilitation and exten- 
sion of the fishing industry of the Island. 

The addendw sets out the details relative to 
this amount. Bn ind;ustrY, such as the fishing indus- 
try, whereby the commmity as a whole stands 
benefit should always be assisted and I feel sure, Sir, 
that any Resolution which has for its object the p a n t -  
lug of assistance to fishermen would always meet 
with the approval of all honoxrable members of this 
Chamber. I n  fact, I hope that in the not too distant 
future, not only will fishermen be assisted in the pur- 
chasing and repairing of their boats but also in 
securing fishpots because fishing is done not only in 
the deep sea but also around the coast. The ones who 
also &h but are too poor to purchase ;boats should be 
assisted in securing fish-pots and I hope that the 
next time the Government comes to this House for 
money to rehabilitate and extend the fishing indus- 
try, the amount will not be £3,000 but ;EE,Q00 or 
even more. I beg to move that this Resolution do 

helip fi3herqen to own their own boats, yet 5 feet 
we should not lose sight of the fact that the o~~n.ers  
of fishng boats who are not actual fishermen give 
the fishermen the opportunity to Iearn to ?h and., 
therefore, they too should be assisted in keeplng their 
boats in repair. f. feel that the CoVernment's spokes- 
man ~hould give us the information asked for, so 
that we may be able to Pass it on to ~ ~ ' e ~  of 
fishing boats if and when they mak~ enquiry of 
us in the matter. 

Mr. COX: I real'y do not see anything wrong 
as far as this Resolution is concerned. As we know 
for some years now the Government has been lending 
money to fishermen who own boat$s to enable them, 
to build or repair their boats, not, as I nndemtand, 
to fishermen who do not own boats; therefore, I 
cannot see anything in the point which has been 
yaisd by the senior member for the City. 1 take 
it that the money is loaned to fishermen for the 
repair of boats that need repair or, in cases in which 
the boats are in such a bad condition that they can- 
not be repaired, to furnish n m  boats. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : I am in agreement with 
tke senior member for the City. As far as I can 
understand the matter, the owner of a fishing boat 
has to be actually a fisherman to be able to obtain a 
loan to repair his boat and that is an entirely wrong 
principle. There are many owners of fishing boats 
who are sder ing  because they cannot get any 
assistance to repair or replace their boats and I 
certainly think that the Government should do some- 
thing to relieve them. 

Mr. LEWIS : I really think that in the event of 
an emergency and wanting to get fish for the people, 
the Government ma37 be excused for going outsid~ 

IeOW pass. 1 the strict interpretation of a Resolution but I regard 
Mr. EXJACKMAN: I beg to second that. it as a dangerous principle for the Government to 
Mr. MOTTLEP: Lilre the senior member for take these funds and encourage people who do not 

Christ Church I hope to see the amount increased to actually catch fish to own fishing boats to be hired 
'g6,000, possibly S12,000, to give the necessary by, or rented to, fishermen. The first duty of the 
assistance to this valuable industry. Bnt, Sir, there Government is to the people who actually go fi&ing, 



to assist them to be independent eaough t o  osvn ;ha.? 
own boats. That is what the Government shuu~ct cio. 
If I go to the Qovernment to-morrow and tell its 
members that I would like t o  be given the concessioll 
on a certain bus route, &re they going to  lend me 
the money to bzzy eight OI! ten omibuses? The 
proposal of the senior membe~ for the City is 
Lantamonnt to a person saying to the GFove!dmt!n% 
"I want to slay at home and send fishermen to die fir 
we. T would 1 5 '  you M hdpi nie M h i l d  a eonf~lt: 
of b a t s  for the parpm."' Is the Clov-erhmat going 
to help people who find t%emselu'es ~ t h  su@teielit 
m e y  to be able t@ build boats and ihknre them 
&ghihi;t ldss? I think thltt that is dangelous g'rodad 
to 'tread. upon tfe&s& I c&m& see how tEle GoYerh- 
&eh% eodd re&& to help other people to establish 
tlfmrs'elves in oth'er iiidustries. HeIp the Cshermen 
tb 'bY? ihdzpefident e ~ o ~ i h  to own their own boats 

as far as helping the people who are going to 
put up the price of fish is concerned I thi* the 
'Gfbvemiliennt 9ould have to be careh1 how i t  prmopeeds 
iilorig that, line. I Ifeel that it is a dangerous 
f~Yiil8' le. ]t arp,not 6 i n g  t& Gdvernment not to 
einsar P on it, if its members fihd it expedient so to 

of the procedure. 
did not thm$ that my 
in the mabng of so many 

hanowable membem. 
reply of the s e n h  

lhember for Christ Chfch  but  I m surp mat he 
appreciates the recommendation which I Mve bade 
Let me reply to my collelbgue. Wfie~t! is the =a1 
position mith rcgard to the &&ing inauatry? Some 
years ago when there were 150 to a0 fishing boats 
in &is i-d; w k t  petcehwe 6f r;he @%$1b dBb 
exemised ythei~ c&tli@ oii thme bbBb w h  bbat 
owners? Witlro'ut &H$ B-cial a$sf&St"ir6e pebble id 
the same walk of BUI'lalt tW4 boats but did not 
actually go fishing. I repeat what the addendum to 
the Resolution states :- "Thk I?is%4~ie,; 'Codkhittee 
have asked that a further mm 6f 33,QOO' be bade 
available in order to enable them t8 mhke 10- U 
fishermen for the buildkg and lecjuipping of 
'boats, for rapaim ,to boats and Zfor thb ~ T O V & ~ %  d i  
fishing tackle." That can ,only mean what it says, 
that is, that these loans are to &a& available 
to fishermen and what I am saying is this: There 
are many people of, the fisherman's type who invest 
their savings in boats-even long before the Govern- 
ment thought that the fishiYig i B W w  was worth 
while being asisM-and provide the means for 
fishermen to go .to sea. There seems to b e  some mis- 
understanding in t%e granting of these loans. A man 
only beco&s a fisherman wheh he lias had the 6'p- 
portunity to fish on somebody's boat and after he has 
become a fisbdiman he e&n make applkkatiOn for a loan 
to build and equin a rlew boat or if &e is a fisherman 
owning a fishing Boat BP call make application for a 
loan to repah his hoht but the p$r,say on w o w  'boat 
he Tearht to Ash cAilfiot 8va.il Mhself of the oppor- 
tun;ty to borFow some of this money to repair his 
"boat oi' to provide fishing tackle, simply b-cause he 
is not actually a fisherman. I chanenge anyone to 
say that the majority of the owners of fishing boats 
around this coast are not small people and these 
boats are owned by small people because other 
verqon? wJ~o thought of inve.;tinp $700 or $800 or 
$900 fin a fishinq boat would not, in the absence of an 
insurenec scheme, take the chance. This Resolntion 
is sagin? that a person who is a fisherman can be 
~ssisted to build o r  repair boat3 but the e3tual owner 
of a fi1shin.t ho-t who took the chance ~ v h ~ n  ihere  

was no inswanee scbem ma built his b a t  so that 
fishermen could go to sea and cabeh fi& cannot 
avail himself of such assistance, when nearly ever? 
week one keab in the rrewspapers about the loss of 
a fishing !boat or fishing boats. I cam& w a d e m ~ d  
'the grgment tb&t if yciU help IJeaIjle in an i n d u ~ t ~  
such z6is this, you @ill have to help people who arive 
omnibuses to own buses. That is ridiculous. Some 
comideration mast be given to t-b spldl owllers of 
boats. No one is g&ng to say tbak if A ziever had, 
enp inwest at all & khe fishing indmtry he shoulq 
;b-e givers assistance t~ invest in ;boa%. Brsona l '~  ;f 
would not agree to that but if s person wkua is not 
an actual fisherman OWN a -fishing boat and it is h ' 

wed (Ef repair-nd, theref am hundreds of people 
in this idand who are odPaers of &&ing b a t s  md 
are not fishermen-besh~uld be givea &&stance $ron~ 
these funds. Tha% is my sole sontention. 3; have DO 
desire that this RRsdu~im shoyld be be, 
cause in my earliw remal.ls I by saying tb& 
T hope that the amount for thk ~y,p~osg. w?$d 
incrraied to g12;bdd. f i e  oime;,,$_f a ff@lng. boa 
geYs hik boa% ~ l i l ~ l i e t f v d  ~e&an@ he' 86 f 

hli.~Mdii he E+%'B* jc&5ei36 &k@d$e fib*. thp 
hhd! to i.ei)faze I% Mat. &6'o:teh!o% $$ L&# h~e 
shouih be iben &&h' &&t&&a i d  . ikj~dOh~p~ fk#%$ 
+it$ bdat t.di5au84 %h i&&%&$~ 'pf b~ is anif 
~n'e!dt fedin !is %b"~.t' ' .in' Zh?. d+b.ee +a ' ihzy 
BenFfit 'fioai tB; &hicdhieh ii kiii~t i+d s6mi 6d 
this money by a £I.&~&$G.. 

B?. cU~@NS : ' qui'te. agpr&ate the point 
L of tfid'&h'io~ d e k h  
W& thm tee1 ag6 %h %at I takk it 

Committee is only in its infancy; we have not 
'even bulilt our experimental boat yet. 

Mr. LRWIS: I feel that in any review of th's 
matter the Governmmt should consider that its 
first 'duty is to take hard-working fishermen who 
risk their lives at lsea and make them lboat ownells 
inst-ad of Fsat renters; that is my contention. 

Mr. HUSBANDS: The main object of this 
Reso1ut:on is to rehabilitate and extend the fishing 
industry and as far as I kn6w this ilidnstw has 
been served by many people who have never been 
fishins themselves. I believe that in the parish of 
St. Lucy the hiqhe~t percentage of fishemeti 

I 
are to bp found and. I know that in m h y  cases 
there has been reluctance on the part of fishermeri 

I to make any inv5stment in fishing boats. It is. 
I therefor?, a great hardship on the majority of 
1 the q3eopJe who have invested their money-many 

of them being peopIe of small niean13-in fishing 
boat? if thev *ere deprived of benefiting from d 

1 Schrme of t h i ~  sort. The addendu~~ ~ts tes  that 
I fishelmeh 8r1. tW pe~dqns Bn b:nefit f ~ o r n  this , hut, in my opinion, thofe persons who omn fish'ng 
I 
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of this island, to improve and repair their boats 
so that we could have an industry in this colony 
employing more people and preventing us from 
having to import more salt fish. I do not think that 
this Resolution meets with any disapproval by mem- 
bers of this Assembly generally. From the views 
which have %een expressed here to-day, it is plain to 
me that the majority of members present are willing 
t o  assi~t small owners of fishing boats as well as 
fishermen and I want formally now to move that the 
words "for making loans t o  lfshermen and fishing 
boat, owners' bl: inserted after the words "Governor- 
in-Executive Committee" i11 paragraph 1 of the 
Resolution. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I beg to second the motion 
of the honourable junior member for St. George and 
I want to say, in passing, that I really cannot ap- 
preciate the necessity for the long-winded debate 
we have heard on this issue. What some people seem 
to forget is this: If you are going to lend money 
only to fishermen who possess their own fishmg boats 
then you are going to render very, little assistance 
to the fishing industry, for the eimple reason that 
over 910 per cent. of the Coats in the colony are 
owned by people who are not fishermen in the first 
instance and in the second instance, the majority 
of these owners are very poor people. I do not 
know a single wealthy boat owner in St.. Philip or 
Christ Church or St. John or St. Joseph; they 

boats but are not fishermen &ould be included; are all poor people who own boa& in those parishes. 

c- 
The Honourable Legislqthe Council 

To 
The Homurable House of Assembly 

the latter have served the peaple of thi+r 

The Legitdative Council have the honour to refer 
to the Message from the Honourable House of 
Assembly dated the 17th of August on the subject 
of the Closer Associatlion of the British West Indian 
Colonies and the selection of representatives from 
Barbados on the Standing Closer Asqociation Com- 
mittee and to inform the Honourable House in reply 
that the Council consider that t& matter could be 
more suitably dealt with at an informal meeting of . 
m.embers of the House and Icoundil. & 

2. They therefore suggest that the members of 
the House should meet members of the Council in 8 
the Lobby of the Rouse of Assembly a t  11 am. on 
Tuesday the 14th of September. 

If you are going to Say that the only Persons who 

DUDLEY G. LEACOCR, 
!President. 

Legi~slative Council Chamber, 
7th September. 1948. 

SUSPENSION OF RcmE 61 (A). 
4F 

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Deputy Speaker,-I ask 
leave to move the suspension of Rule 61 (a) in order 
to continue Government Business. 

l island for many years in thi6 respect; many 
of them are people of very moderate meam and 
I do think that in any =heme the GovQTlIlWnt 
establishes to help the fishing industry they Should 
be and given their fair dane of help. 

Mr. W p :  I lmOw that the sea not 
,bu& my c!pnstitueacy, comequentb I did not 
rise to say anything before; but. in my opinion, 
the only solution of this problem ' S  14 ae found 
in conducting the fishing industry on a co-operative 
basis. Both fishermen and owners of fishing boats 
should be helped. 1 do not see how they can refuse 
to help a poor owner of a fishing wt who needs 
help neither can they afford to refuse help t~ a 
fisherman who needs a boat. The only, way out of 
the difficulty is to ~ n d u c t  the Industry on 
co-operative lines with fishermen and owners of 
fishing boats having shares in the concern. 

M-. S ~ ~ O N D S :  We have been suffering 
from a lack of in this mmtry for a considerable 
time and now that the Government is doing some- 

to help ae industry I do not think we 
debate much longer this question as to whether we 
shouLd the Owners of fishing boats Or the 
memen' we wan' to improve 
industry that (everybody in this island will have 
an abundant supply of deep sea fish to eat. That is 
the main thing and, therefore, Mr. ' 
am going move an amendment to 
by inserting after the words "Governor-in-Executive 
Committee" the words "for making loans to 
fishermen and fishing boat owners." As I see it, 
Sir, the fishing indu&ry in this colony has been kept 
alive for many Years by many small owners 
fishing ;boats and if at  this moment we were to 
refuse assistanse to those small owners by M) 

wording this Resolution that only fishermen should 
be assisted, we would be defeating the very object 
at which we are all striving, that to enmurWe 
fishermen and the small peopl'e who invest and who 
have invested, from generation to generation, their 
small savings in fishing boats along the sea-coast 

can borrow this money musL be fishermen who have 
their own boa% then you may S well say that You are 
not going to advance money to peassnk the 

b a n  Bank unless are going to work 
their lands themselws. The moment this CommiLtee 
was told that people in need of assistance have 
gone to the ~isheries Officer to obtain loans and 
have been told that the Fisheries Cbmmihtee has no 
authority to advance loam because they were not 
actual fishermen, that in itself was suj&ient informs, 
tion to m&e this Commitbe come to the concl&n 
that it is neoesary extend the scope of the credit 
facilitia for people in the fishing industry in the 
same way as we have found it necesary to li'eralize 
the systems under which similar institutions operate. 
I Me no reason why we should not on this occasion 
take the necessary steps to assist the fishing industry 
as a whole. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I just want to say this : As 
I have said, the senior member for the City made a 
point which I appreciate and which did not occur 
to me befo~e. I appeal to honourable members to 
Pass this Resolution and 1 am prepared to discuss the 
point with the Governor and the Fisheries Officer. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman-If you are going 
to a debate on $he amendment I should like 
b say that I think we have to be v e q  careful about 
what we are doing. I heard the analogy 
made between helping the fishing industry-- 

At this stage, 2 p.m. sPEAKEn re- 
sumes the Chair and adjourns the nouse until 2.45 
p.m. in with Rule 40 (a). 

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE COUN- 
CIL RE SELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES 
ON THE STANDING CLOSER A S ~ o c ~ ~ q y o ~  

COMMITTEE 

On re-assembling, 

m. DEPUTY SpE,AKER: I the honour 
to infOm the House that since the adjournmfllt for 
lunch 1 received the following communication from 
t b  H~~~~~~~~~ the Legislative 



There being no objection, the honourable member 
was granted leave to make the motion. 

Dr. CUMi\fINS: I beg to move that Rule 61  (a,) 
be now suspended. 

Mr. BLACKMAN seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

~ r .  DEPUTY SPEAKER: On the adjourn- 
ment for luneh the House was in Committee of Sup- 
P~Y. 

RESUMPTION O F  COMATITTEE 0%' SUPYLY 

Mr. DZPGTY S P P A K ~  ieIt +he Cli i t i~ ,  iiztl thll 
~ o u s e  resumed ( ~ o m i t t e e  of Supply, Mr. S m ~ n  
being in the Chair. 

BHABILITATION AND E X T ~ ~ O N  OF THE PISHINU 
INDUSTRY 

Mk. C H A I E I W :  When the Hous:: was l a t  in 
Cummittee of Supply, *e were emsidering a Res0lu- 
tion to place the sam of B , O O O  at the disposal of the 
Governor-in-Executive C~m'mi th~  for the rehabilits- 
tion and extedon of th6 %hing industry of the 
Island. T b  honoupab?e jmior member for the C:ity 
was speaking. 

Mr. LEWIS: 1 was speaking on the propu9d 
amendment to the wording of this Resolution. I 
duite appreciate the fact that it is this brancl1 of the 
Legislature alone which can attach conditions to 
money coming mt of'the Treasurg, and I think we 
are in order in making this amendment; but I think 
that if the Resolution is amended as has been sug- 
gmted, it k likely to have the wry opposfte effect 
to that: wgch ' we '&end it 'to have. I have heard 
the anklogy mad2 'between the granting of this 
assistance to the fisEmg ifidustry and the assistants 
given to peasants by the Peasants Loan Bank ; I do not 
know that the  peasant^' Loan Bank lends ,noney to 
peasants for the p u r p o ~  of buying land and therefore 
the analow is lost. The way in which T see the 
matter is that if we extend the terms of this Resolu- 
tion we are saying that the lhat owners should be 
as,isted. ~i would 5e very easy, in my opinion, for 
a boat owner who has six or eight boats to ell two of 
them to some rich person and that person would go 
to the Fisheries Committee as a boat owner and get 
$loan to increase his hhing fleet. 1 think that the 
effect of that would eventually be to ke,ep the actual 
fishermen in a state of slavery. I am not saying that 
the fishermen not be assisted but the tendency 
would be that those who are able to maintain 
themselves can presellt, the Fisheries Committee with 
a certain amount of working capital and they 
would remain in this business. Even fishermen 
who own boats may find themselves having to 
rely on somebody giving the111 ;L boat to work, 
as I believe it is called. If we say that we should 
lend money to boat owners I take it that only 
the original boat owners would get this relief. The 
addendum to this '&solution says this: "The Fishcl-- 
les IGommittee have n s k ~ d  that a# ffi1rther qllm f 

£3,000 be made available in order to enable thnm 
to make loans to fishermen for the buildinrr and 
equippiinp of new boa&, for repairs to boats ancl for 
the Drovidon of fishing tackle." I think that ws 
should preserve the people who actually go out to 
fish. My oDinion is that rich investor.: can eas-l;p 
acquire a boat or two and come in this scheme to 
th- detriment of the actual fishermen. (A MEMBER: 
Thp ~ i ~ h ~ f i i ~ ~  Committee can nsp their discretion). 
Thev cannot, ulse their discretion: people who hnl--e 
fishinc boaty. no mat tDr  who ththey are. should he 
nqisted from these funds if the wordinrr of ths 
R~solutiov ;.; amePdpd. otherwise the Fisheries Corn- 
mittee would bca doing wrong. There is nothing 

defining who is rich and who is poor; my point h 
that we should leave the Resolution ar, lt 1s. ~ h b  
Pisheries Committee is doing a good job and 1 
would leave it to them. My opinion & that if we 
extend the t e r n  of this Resolution, we are eoutting 
{h- g~ound. from under the fisher men',^ feet so to speak 
and we w2il make t h ~ m  perpetual slaves to investors. 

Dr. W ~ W N  and Mr. C3-m came into the con,- 
d i t tw and took their seats while Mr. L E , , ~ a  wad 
speaking. 

Mr. M@PI'bEy : My colleague should appreci- 
, ate the fact that We are lending people q n e y ;  and 
the same argument which the honourable member 
used in connection with the Fisheries Committee nad 
using discretionary powers mwt a~so apply to 
£ishermen. BefoW a fishermkn can get a loan there 
must be some terms attached to getting that loan; 
You must have a certain amount of the money. ~ h *  

mmber Wuld have this Commiittee tq 
that if th-is amendpent is inserted that would 

give the right to 'caj$fal~sts to eomc in; but there 
are no capitalists where fishing boats are concerned. 
This Zo a quey8jon of lending ~ e o p b  money. The 
majority of these people--98%--are small people 
with small inwmwh in boab. If we have any 
'xperlence about .f2shqmen ws are b~urad, to agree 
that We have never spen a man ~ h o  invests money 
in fishing boats get rich. &l this amendment 
is that rather than turn back a man because he is 
not a fisherman to-day, let him b y e  the right t~ 
borrow some m o w  and not mdntain that he, quid 
be a fhheman- Because people are not &&ally 
-fishermen are we saying ;that they cannot, obtain a 

' loan? The boatst must be efficient and if loan3 are 
mad? to these fishing boat owners to repair their 
boats7 that would enable employment to be found 
for the fishermen who wo~xld have n~$ing do 
otherwise. Ifi P%apk havet fl&hal boats which are 
in a state of disrepair, let us help them to repair 

.them boats a eraploya~nt fbr others; do 
not let us talk about w$italists. If a fishman 
acquires enough monep a to be able b o m  a boat 
and ceases to do the actual work of going out to 
sea, do You a l l  !him a c a p i ~ f ?  b t  us m m e  
that somebody wmhd $6000 or $6,000; do you think 
that the Government would not have some &gukt:ms 
in that respect? I have discumed the matter with 
the honourable member in charge of the R%olutic~n; 
the Fisheries Chnmittee would have some Regulatioas 
\in this wwect. Fishing boat ownem fia!e'iaetua?ly 
been told that thb  asshtance is for fishermen, brit 
fishing boat owners who must employ people should 
be assisted in *pairing their boats. The matter is 
similar to loans being obtained from the Pea- 
Loan Bank. WouId you lend money to a man on the' 
condition that he lis goihg: to work his land himqelf? 
HOW could we sit here and say that money should 
not be loaned to a n~mber  of people who own 
fi~hinrr boats? am sunnorting the amendment of 
the honourable junior member for St. ~ e o r ~ e .  

Nr. CRA'WM)RD: Before the question is put, 
T want to be ch~ritable and Rav t,hat the honourable 
innior mernbor for the City hat.: adontert t;he nosition 
which he has adopted because he is midriformed oh 
t h ~  matter. T o  b e ~ n  with. as the honoumbla m ~ m -  

on mv loft has sm~haGzed. this monev ic not a 
*if+: ;+ Is R Ins3  on which ;af~res+ is nnifi. T o  wv 
that tkie comparison between loans made On r ~ ~ , ' e c t  
0.f +ha fishiv* indncstrv snd t h o v  r n ~ r l p  i~ v ~ ~ p ~ c t  
of the Peasants' Tfian Bank is lost becmse 'we do 
vn+ ]an4 neavtnts monev +o h l~v  land not correct. 
The h'onoarabln ianior rnm-her for the 'Citv amepd 
to extend the scone of the ~eshants' Tdonr Rnnlc 
nnder tha% extens:on the pcasantc are a l l ~ s d  to 
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obtain loans in respect of the remainder of the 
purchase price of their land. The honourable member 
also wows that millionair% go to the Sugar Industry 
Agricultural Bank and borrow money. Similarly, 
the Peasants' b a n  Bank is for the benefit of people 
who own up to ten acres of land; a man who owm 
ten acr~es of land k by no means a pauper and he is 
assisted. In this particular instance, I am sure that 
9870-if that is not correct it is nearly S-f the 
people who own fishing boats are poor people. 
I do not know one fisherman in St. Philip who could 
be called a capitalist. There are people in Christ 
Church who allow fishermen to work their boats for 
a consideration, but in every instance it is correct 
to say that the boats are owned by poor people and 
%hey work on a co-operative basis. The fishermen 
work for a &hare in the catch-not for a salary-and 
in the same way we extend help to the sugar factories 
through the Sugar Industry Agricultural Bank, and 
to the peasant proprietors through the Peasants' Loan 
Bank, it is suggested that we should do the same khing 
.to people who participate in the fishing industry of 
the colony. 

Mr. T A L U :  I regret that the debate on this 
Resolution has been so long. I appreciate the senti- 
ments wzich have been explressed 'by the last 
speaker and the honourable senior member for the 
City has opened the eyes of the Committee. WC are 
anxious to help the fishermen and I do feel that the 
matter has been debated for too lengthy a peliod. 
I accept the amendment and I shall be Per7 happy ii 
it goes through so that we can get on with some 
other busin-. 

The question that this Re8olution as amended dc 
now pass wag put and resolved in the affirmative 
without di6sion. 

ENGAGEMENT O F  THE SERVFCES O F  
I AN AIRPORT MANAGER I 

Dr. CUMMINS: Earlier today when we were 
dealing with a Besolution with respect to engaging the 
serviw of a Manager for Seawell Airport, some in- 
formation was asked for and the honourable member 
in charge of the Resolution did not have the fde. 
Since then the file has 'Wn obtained and the honour- 
able memlber is prepared to give the information 
required. I ask leave therefore to revert to R ~ l u -  
tion No. 4. i ..jiMM 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
was granted leave. - %jl$&l 

Mr. BLACKMAN: Mr. Chairman7-I think the 
information asked for can best be given by quoting 
from letters in the file. A letter dated the 21st of 
April from the Assistant Manager of the British 
International Air Lines Ltd. says this :- 

"In order to increase the utilisation of our air- 
craft, it has become essential to scliedule certain 
flights into and out of Barbados during the hours of 
darkness, and my Company would be very grateful 
if t%e Government of Ba&ados would take the neces- 
sary steps to equip its aerodrome with facilities 
suitable for schedule night operations. 

The Director General of Civil Aviation is aware 
of the facilities which he conside~s necessary, and 
appreciates that, with our relatively small fleet of 
aircraft, it is absolutely ewntial that we obtain 
the highesat possible utilisation to offset the present 
high costs of operation." 

The Director General of Civil Aviation in a 
letter dated the 18th of August says this: 

"It is, in my opinion, of the utmost importance 
that the appoinlment of an Airport Manager is 
pressed forward. Until this happens the Government 
is running a wry serious risk in the event of an 
accident taking place, in view of the absence of any 

proper control or organisation of rescue facilities, 
I have brought this to the notice of the Government 
of Barbados before and I reiterate that the import- 
ance of this factor cannot be over-emphasised. 

Until this appointment materialises, I consider 
it imperative that some Officer be deputed to take an 
active interest in %he Airport operations, and to 
take the responsibility for them. I shall personally 
be delightd to advise and help in any way possible.'' 

On that correspondence the Government have 
decided to appoint an Airport Manager, and this 
Resolution is for the purpose of providing (the salary 
for that Managw up to the 31st of March, 1949. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : I thank the honourable mem- 
ber for the information he has given. Although in 
my opinion it is absolutely n e w r y  to demand 
further information in connection with a Resolution 
like this, I do not think it is possible a t  this moment 
to obtain it became this is a matter of embarking 
upon a new venture. I think that honourable mem- 
bers ought to be s a t s e d  with the recommendation 
of the Director General of Civil Aviation. I suppose 
that when the Estimates come before us we will be 
told more about the salary. 

Mr. LEWIS: I do not suppose that the salary 
is so attractive that we will have to think of getting 
somebody from outside. But I am merely asking if I 
can be told now what is contemplated, whethtr, if 
it is not beyond his capacity, someone who is already 
in the se~vice of the 'Government or someljody else, 
some Barbadian, will be able to undertake these 
duties. I have seen airport managers at work and 
I think that the qualification for the job is largely one 
of intelligence to conduct the business so that no acci- 
dent will occur and to see that the persons using the 
airport are granted facilities and made comfortable. 
I should merely like to know whether or not tit is the 
intention of the ,Government to bring in somebody 
from outside, whether there is somebody who is 
techfiically trained for this job and we will keep that, 
person on that comparatively small salary and then 
when the Estimates come before us, say that i t  is a 
big job, one which is worth $1,000 to 81,500 a year. 
I certainly hope that it is not the intention of the 
Government to get it in like this. 

Mr. =PP: I must confess, thqt I am at a 
loss to understand what is meant by paragraph 2 of 
the addendum to this Resolution. It says this: "It 
is proposed to engage the services of an Airport 
Manager on a temporary basis for the remainder of the 
current financial year. Applications will be invit~ed 
for the post at a salary between 530 and 2250 per 
month according to qualifications. Quarters will be 
provided on payment of rent.'" This word "quali- 
fications" can be de1;berately taken to mean many 
things i n  many quarters. Quite recently a post was 
advertised calling for qualifications and somebody 
with no qualifications at  all was appointed to the 
post. In  this case you must either have some definite 
qualifications for this post or you must not have any. 
You are either advertising for a, man with certab 
qualifications for this job or you are not. I cannot 
understand the position. It seems to me that if a 
man who has not got the qualifications for 
the post is appointed you will pay him 
B0 per month and if another man who has the 
qualifications which are not necessary for 
the pmt is appointed you will pay him 
$50. That is the only explanation which any 
reasonable person can apply to ~aragraph 2 of 
the addendum to this Resolution. I hope that the 
honourable member in charge of the Resolution will 
explain whether or not the position is that if the 
person appointed has qualifications he will b'e paid 
£50 per month and if he has not got the q1lalificatioas 
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he will be paid SW. I do not see that anybodv will I PETROLEUM (A~NZIMENT)  BILL. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
was put and resolved in the affirmajtive without . . 
division. 

On the motion of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded Ijy Mr. 
BLACKMAN, the Chairman reported the passing of, 
three Resolutions in Committee, the postponement of 
three and that the Committee had asked for leave 
to sit again. 

Mr. DEPUTY S F ~ K E ~ R  resumed the {Chair and 
reported accordingly. 

On motions of Dr. GUM=, seconded by Mr. 
BLACKMAN, in each case, the Resolutions passed in 
Committee were read a drst and second time and 
agreed to. 

come from dbroad for this post at a salaryjdf @O 
per monthjf he is getting more abroad. The honour- 
able member who has just sat down hm said that 
all that is needed to do this job is intelligence and I 
say lhat we should state definitely what qualifications 
we want the appointa to have ; otherwise we will h d  
that a person from abroad who has no more qualifica- 
kions than a local person will be given 650 per month 
while a local person will be given &30 per month. 

Mr. WILKINSON: Like the last speaker I do 
not know what is meant by these qualifications. I 
was at Seawell one evening when a plane wm lak; 
it got dark and the plane had to come in under its 
own lights because the man who switches on the 
engine up there was out riding a bicycle. I agree 
with the .honourable junior memlber for the City; I ' 
do not thlnk that any special quaMcation is required 
for doing this job. I would like to h o w  what the 
qudifioiltions are; what are the duties of f is post, to 
see that the passengers @it in the right place, to see 
after the planes coming in or what? What is this 
job ? Unless I can get more information I feel that the 
consideration of this Resolution should be postponed. 

Dr. CUUkUNS : is a new job and We F e  
entirely dependent. upon the Direator General of 
Civil Aviation. I do not know if any"dody in Barba- 
dos knma anything about running an Airport. We 
have never had one before and Comequentl~ nobody 
has the neoePsarY experience. It is qaite possible 
that we find mebody in the west hd* 
poraibly in Trinidad, who will have the ~ e l ' b n ~  * 

and the qualifications md eo be a suitable man for 
this job. The Direqtor General of Civil Aviation 
says he thinks that we Can get a manager ~ W U Y  
for about S600 a year. He will look after the staff, 
'"nway, radio, firefightiq apparatus, night 4ying 
and so forth. It is difficult at this s-e to lay drown 
any hard and fast r n l e ~  8s to the tYPe of man We 
want; however, it is expeated that aviation will in- 

I not think that we can give any 
information on this matter now ; this Resolution is to 
pay the salary of the Officer who is appointed up to 
the 31~t of March, 1949. If by that time honourable 
members think that fi expenditore is not necessar). 
Or the man who is appointed is not the right of 
penson, they will have a chance of reviewing the 
position and probably they will reduce the amount. 

%. D O ~ I N ~ :  &though we are not very 
clear as to what this job is to be, f want to draw this 
fact to th.e attention of the Government. This job is 
in connection with the Airport, a new venture, and 
we have among us some Ex-R.A.B. personnel both 
Officers and men of other ranks. I feel that if it is at 

I SUSPENSION OF RULE 61 (B) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of 
the Day is to resume Committee on the Bill to amend 
'he Petroleum Act, l882 (laaL2). 

Nr. DEPVTP SPEAKER left the Chair and the 
 HOW^ resumed Committee On the Bill, Mr. L b u . r r ~  
being in the Chair- 

Mr. TALMA : This matter ha8 more or less re- 
ceived the sanction of this; Committee but there 
were one or two little discrepancies which neededi 
to be explained by me. Owing to the fact that the 
file was not in my possession on the last occmion, I 
found it impossible to explain matters to the satisfac- 
tion of the Committee. The honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. James raised the question relative to the 
storage of petroleum product above p a d ;  he 
asked if the object of this Bill is to ensure the safety 
of the products and the community why ahould any 
of them produetsl be allowed to be stored above 
ground? I refer to Clause 2 of the Bill which reads. 
a follows:-- 

2. Paragraph (a) of section nine of tlrs Principal 
Act i s  hereby repealed and the following new para- 
graph substituted themfor :- 

" (a) that it shall be lawful for any dealer 
in petroleum products of a flaah point between 
73" F and 150" F to keep in a place to &e ap- 
proved by the Petroleum Inspector any quantity 
of such petroleum products not exceeding one 
thousand gallom in metal containers installed 
not less than three feet underground or to keep 
in any shop, store or warehouse any puaz~tity of 

, meh peboleom produe% not rtm 
hundr& gauoas if w e s  my 
gallons if in wooden packages." 
The answer to the honourable member's quek 

tton tbt  it has been wed to allow a 
quantity of petrole- products to be above 
ground for the purposa of instead of having 

m r t  to the big & all The 
point was a vev gwd me  and.^ shall accept 
an amendment which I hope the honqurable member 
, i ~  mab no peblsom can ~e 
stored in wooden Before 1 dowp I 
mm say that this Bill has been for me 
time, since October, 1947, and consequently, there is 
an amendment which should be made. I & leave to 
delete the word .'three" ocrrrming in fine 6 of th$ 
Clause, and to insert the "two** in the*- 
of; and ta delete all the words occurring after the 

in line 
There being no objection, the honourable member 

Was wanked leave the I 

Mr. WILKINSON: I thank the honourable 
member for the 

Dr. CUMNINS: I am sure that honourable 
members will give us a few minutes so as to h i s h  this 
Bill I therefore ask leave to move the suspension of 
Rule 61 (b') so W to finish the Bill. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave to make the motion. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg .to move that Rule 61 ('b) 
be mw suspended so as to continue Government Busi- 
ness, namely, to h i s h  the Petroleum Bill. 

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

I all poaible the appointment should be made from At this stage, it now being 3.30 p.m., Mr. DEPUTY 
took the Chair and stated that it was now among these men who went to Endand and who timp for the consideration of private Members, 

would be very capable of doing this job. 
Business. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : When Government 
Businw was last being considered, the House was in 
Committee on the Bill to amend the Petroleum Act, 
1882 (1882-2). 

PETB0bE;UM (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. DEPUTY S P ~ K E R  left the Chair, and the 
House resumed Committee on the B114 Mr. S m t h  be- 
ing in the Chair. 

Mr. TALMA : I also ask leave,, F. C-w,  
to delete the word "if" occurring in line 9 of C1a-e 
2 of .the Bill. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
granted leave. 
The question that Clause 2 as amended standf 

part of the Bill was put and resolved in the affirma-V 
tive without division. 

On the motion of Mr. T~LMA, seconded by Dr.' 
G ~ ~ M I N S ,  the CHAIRMAN reported the of the( 
Bill in Committee with amendments. , 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER resumed t& Chair 
and reported accardhgly. 

rnotiom df %. ?TAmA mcop&.d, CnM-, 
MINs in case, the Bill a third Gme and 
passed. 

, 
REVERSION TO PRJVATE MEMBERS' 

BUSINESS , 
3 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Government 
Bnginw,fof *hieh the Bule was suspended having 
heed &$@eh&, the - B G ~ &  now rmert,'b Private 
xembers, ~ ~ g i ~ e ~ l  ,first of Day 
ander private Members9 is move the 
passing of an to ~ i g ' @ x O ~ ~ C y  &helQovern- 
.or requksang that immediate be tagen with. a 
view to the ;establighment of a , ~ o ~ e r ~ n ~ : o - c l m ~ &  i 
printery in this island. 

DDRESS 'BE ~ ( - J E  F ~ O M  BRBZI-: 
AT BIX CENTS ,PER PINT 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : Mr., Deputy Speaker,- 
I n  pursuance of the notice which I gave earlier to-day, 
I beg to move that the Address of which I gave 
notioe Ije taken a the f&.st Order of the Day under 
Private Members' Bminess. 

Mr. GALE: I beg to second that. 
Mr. f&wIS I would hppreciab getting a copy ' 

of the Address so that I'can realise exactly what it is 
about. I t  is very diBcult for one to agree to the 
consideration of an Address without a copy of it being 
handed to him. 

T h e  question that the Address be taken the 
first Order of the Day und4r Private Members7,Busi- 
ness was put and resolved in the aErmative. 

p di-vision was taken as follows:- 
Ayes :  TVmON, Messrs. SynaMom, 

TALMA. BLACK~AN, CRAWFORD, GARNER, RAYNES, 
DOWDING, GALE, X. A. ~WALCOTT, WARD, WILKINSON, 
MOTTLEY and Dr. CUMMINS-15. 

Noes : Messrs. S M I ~ ,  HUSBANDS, COX, FOSTER 
and MAPP-5. 

Nr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order 
of the Day under Pritrate Member@' Business 
now stands in the name of the honodrable 
senior member for St. James-To move the 
pamimg of an Address to Ris Excellenc;~ 
the Goveriior re the sale of the 550 tons 
of rice from Brazil at six cents per pint. If the hon- 
ourable member has any copies of this Address per- 
haps he will Fe good enough to circulate them. 

-9 

Mr. S. A. WBLCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,- 
On the 17th of August a Iiresolutlon was placed uefore 
this House for a sum of money-it was & l ~ , ~ l ) 0 - -  
for the purpose of subsidising rice from Brazil SO 

that it could be sold at nine cents per pint. This House 
postponed the eollsidera~ion of that Resolution for only 
0% reason, namely, that the Government should send 
down a J&solution for subsidising this rice so that it 
could be sold at six cents per gmt. That was three 
weeks ago and no Resolution has been sent down by 
the Government yet. It looks very much as if the decis- 
ion of the majority of this House is being flouted. 
(Hear, hear). I cannot gnt it in  any other terms. We 
have w e d  several,$ddr~ses to the Governor and no 
notice has been taken of them a t  all. I think it is 
high time that this House do something about the 
matter. The original Resolution is still on the Order 
Paper and I consider that we are going to be told that 
if we do not pass this Re~lu t ios ,  the people will have 
to .p@y, eeph a .p& for their rice. That is the move 
which I cowider f;he fhveqnxm~t is going to make 
1 am hoping that this Address will be passed and 
that the Government will take oognisance of what 
we are saying. We were told by the hon. senior 
member for St. J ~ p h  that this rice can be so'd to 
the big merchants and they would sell it to their 
customerfj.~I 'tbitik the hondrable member went even 
further and said that the big merchants wonld buy 
this rice and sell it to their kWtomers and leave the 
Dlemerara rice for the small man to buy. The quantity 
of 550 tons of rice is not even a month's supply: if i t  
is kept for the well-to-do they cannot that qum- 
kity h a mbnth'antl the 'M @a& who has no Hce 
at p m & %  &l1 be!&tnable t'b b'uy'hny a t  all. That ,will 
be the emit if ?the sugg6b'tiofi of the honourable 
senior member for St. '36segh is carried out. The 
honourable senior member for St. Beorge said a t  the 
meeting when the Resolution was being considered 
that we would be subsidising rice for the rich. 

Mr. 'DEPUTY SPE!ARER: I ask the hon- 
ourable member to be osreful not to infringe Rule 
120. It says "No member is to allude to any de- 
bate of the same sessibn, upon a question or Bill not 
6eing then under discussion, except by indulgence 
of the House, for emnal  ex~lafiations." E Mr. S. A. WA COTT. My argument is that if 
this rice is put On 'the market a t  9 cents or 14 cents a 
plnt, which might happen, the small man will have 
to purchase it a t  that price and this is not time for in- 
oreasing 'the price of %he small man's rice by 50%. 
v h e n  aovernment took otsce they forthwith 
increaed the p&e of the small man's rice by 50% 
and today they are increasing the price of 
this 550 tons of rice by another 50%. 
'I @@g that this .Rouse will be well advised 
to let the thst an to 
postpone a Resolution 6 t h  one abject and then no 
notice is 'taken of it. f beg to move that this Ad- 
dress do now pass and T am hoping that it will be 
unanimously nassed this afternoon. I t  reads aa 
follows :- 

The House of Xssembly 

To 
His Exdeklency The Governor 

The House of Assembly respectfully request 
Your Excellency to take the neceszsary steps to enable 
the 550 tons of rice from Brazil to be sold at six (6) 
cents per pint. 

MT. GALE : I beg to second that. I will not re- 
capitulate the arguments which were used on the last 
occasion. The position was clearly put on that oc- 



casion and I do not think the arguments need to be 
repeated on this occasion. 

ur. UAVU\.L~A\ b : A Iew Tueaciays ago we hau a 
~ U ~ L - U ~ Z J S  uebd~e on tnis rice yuestiofi. I waut co 
S ~ G ~ K  1:ow aecause I agree wlbh the pr~nclple W ~ ~ C U .  

llaa ueefi a u u p ~ ~ u  here  hat when   he pk~blng 01 an 
AaUreSs to d e  tiovemrnent is bemg put to Lne voce, 
members of tne Government should vacate their sea'ts. 
L Mean to clo tnbt Lhls ar~ernoon. blnce the debate on 
the rlce question the matter w a ~  PL-com~~ereci in bx- 
ecutlve LomulUcee anU cerLaln conciulons wele ar- 
rived at. 1 will not inentlon  hem &re. Shce that 
gebate I have spoken with uhopkeepers and with other 
people. a few shopkeeers have told me that if the 
rice were sold a, 9 cents a p ~ n t  provided that there 
IS also rice at  6 cents a pint, they think the publlc 
would buy it because the rice a t  6 cents a. pnlt has 
a lot of pickings, +ile t h u  o~her  rice is repreuen-c- 
ed LO be of a better quality and they would lose 
less in pickings. Speahng for myselr, what I fail 

1 llto see is this: when this rice arrives here add 
there is a fair ~uan t i ty  of British Guiana rice on 
the,..qrket, how w\e you, going to sell both qualities r 1 4t t l ik  same price P I spent &y early days in a shop ; 
,'I was brought up in a shop, I got my education 
'through a shop and in those days there were id- 
, ways two or ':three * qudities of "rice "and ou could 
buy what yo?l Eked. (Mr. Q ~ N E B  : h e  price 

S wag dieerent ' too). ' The p.rice was differdnt ; there 
'were always two or three prices. I do not see 
'that there will be a lot of mixing; the whitish rioe 
eannot be mixed with the lower grade rice. There 
'is one thing which I want to correct; the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. James said that; 
when this Government tpok office they foflhwih 
increased the price of the poor man's rlce by 50% 
il a d  ashamed to hear thosezremarlrs fall from the 
.lips of the honourthble member; that is a deliberate 
'misstatement which is calculated to do harm. What 
wm the positionf The price of the Vce W& increased 
as a result-of British Guiana not 'being able to keep 
to their Contract. British Gniana agreed to  supply 
XQ w'ith a certain mmti of rice, a t  a certaun pr ie :  
.lt was not a question of any de1Sberat.e wangliqg 
on the part of the Government. The statement ,made 
by the honour&ble member is one which particularly 
brought me to my feet. The British Guima people 
demanded a certain price for their rice and it was, 
a question of either taking it or leaving it. Since then 
it is known to every member of this House that they 
have adopted other subterfuges so as to get a 
further increase in the price of the rice. Therefore, 
when the honourable seniar member for St. Jamea 
says what he says, that is a rqisstatement. I 

Nr. F. L. W n ~ o m  ent+'*ed the House and totrli 
his seat whil'e Dr. Cummins was rpeakinp. 

Mr. WARD: ;IFrom the argament of the last 
^speaker I am a little dou'biful because he said that 
+the Door man would be willing to pay 9 cents a pint 
for his rice. 

r Dr. CUMMINS : On a pob t  .of explanation 
I ,said I was told that by shopkeepem one of whom 
I may say is a member of this House. 

Mr. WARD: The honourable member was told 
that the poor people would be quite willing to pay 
9 cents a pint for their rice. 

Dr. CUMMINS: On another point of explan- 
iatien; I added if you have the two qualities of rict 
side by side. I want to be quoted correctly. 

Mr. WARD: The honourable mem'ber said that 
he was told by a shopkeeper, a member of this 
House-  

D1r. CUXMINS : I said that I ,was told 80 by 
shopkeapers one of whom is a member of this House. 

Mr. WARD: The honourable member said he 
wats toici that individuals would buy this ricz at  9 
cents a pint. There would be no al ternati~? but for 
the individuals to buy it a t  that price because there 
wouid not be sufficient rice at  6 cents a pint. There 
is no argument in that; we are only asking that this 
Address be passed LW as to try and amQliorate the pos- 
ition when this rice comss to the Island. It is a 
well-known fact that the cost of living is d r i y  high, 
that work is not so plentiful as people would like 
it to be and thene'are maay people who are unem- 
ployed. I, personally; f e d  that if the GEovernment is 
willing to help people, theyshould b,e wilfing to sub- 
sidise this rice at 6 cent-s apint  so that everybody call 
get his quota. T7i;hY should it be left to the merchants 
to say that this rice is for a select number of ~~eopl 'e? 
I n  my opinion, rice should be sold a t  one price. The 
honourable senior member for :St. Thomas spoke 
about the price of rice in his early days; but thera was 
no hardship then because m individu?l cnl~lcl have his 
full supply of the eheap rice and:he woufd buy the 
more expengive q4ality for hobby. m e n  tliis 
rice arriws and it m sold a t  9' cents a pint, an individ- 
ual who has 9 cents will have nothing left when he 
buys a pint of vice ; &hereas if tkri$'*e k sold at 6 
cents a pint when the , individ~al buys .a $;at he mill 
still have 3 otnts over. I am sureJ'that there are a 
good manv,beopIe +ho wilffhot .et that rice at all. 
Honourable merhkrs who repwsknt 'the people Imew 
that !he a& not fully employed and the high& 
we make the priw of their food the greater hardship 
qus t  be created on these ppdople. I feel that eyery 
niember of this ~ o u a ~ ' ~ h o t ; I d  bC! willing to subadise 
Wis rice at 6 cenh a pint as has been requested in 
ithis Addreis; and I db nnd see' that there is any need 
for any leni3th-y debate becautw werhad a full-dress 
d ~ b a t ~  on the guestion a few weeh ago. P e o ~ l e  will. 
bnv this rjcn a+ 9 cents ,a uint bi~ t  they would buy i t  
more easilv at 6 cents $'pint. 

Mr. SMITH: It has been urged that the Gov- 
ernment ,should help the consumers by subsidising 
this riw at  6 oents a pint. If we are out to spend 
&8,000 or S16,000 more on subsidising rice, I feel 
that it would be much better or cheaper for the 
Government asd  the consuming public if the Gov~zrn- 
m a t  could see their way to spend this money m 
subsidisng salt fi5h which is being sold a t  18 cents a 
a pound-and a poor quality a t  that-and pig's 
head which is also being sold a t  18 cents a pound 
and which is 90% bone. This salt Esh and pis's 
head used by the poor people should be reduced to 
10 cents a pound. We could reduce the poor man's 
meal from 10 cents a pgmd to 6 cenb a pound and 
we know that by next month we *l1 have a full 
mppb of g ~ ~ n n d  proviaions which need to be cooked 
with salt meat. We should subgidise those commodi- 
ties which are too expensive. The well-to-do have 
no use for pig's head or neck bones; as a matter, ~f 
fact, they do not know them and t h ~ y  would not even 
give them to their dog.  (Gheera). T feel tha t  if 
this ric~s is left a t  9 cents a pint and we r e d u c ~  the 
prices of other commodities which are used 01111- by  
the poorer classes, we would bg doling the consnmjng 
public a great favour. (Cheers). As I havs said, 
ground provisions must be cooked with s l t  meat 
and you must have salt fish along with them. A p b t  
of rice a t  9 cents should go much further than a 
pound of meal for 10 cents. The poor people can 
get 3 pint of rice-which they can cook and eat mlth 
sdt fish, and they cannot use ground pro;'sions with- 
out anything with which to eat them. I am in favour 
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of the Government sending down a Resolution for 
fi16,OOO to subsidise those commodities which are 
used only by the poorer class- and leave the rice 
a t  9 cents a pint. I rep.eat that that will be doing 
the consumer public a great favour because I know 
what the poor people want and what they have to 
eat. I know more about that than the honourable 
senior member for St. James. He can only talk 
about the poor man's rice at  6 cents a pint but I do 
not think he knows anything about the pig's head or 
neck bones. The small people cannot buy proper meat; 
they have to live on the cheap stufif which should 
not be brought to this island at  all but they cannot 
do any better. I pepeat that I am in favour of a 
Resolution for E16,(100 to subsidise other commodities 
and leave the rice at  9 cents a pint. I am sure 
that the peoplie will benefit by that. We should not 
stand here and try to spend another 58,000 tin sub- 
sidising rice; by next month we are going to have a 
lot of pot.atoes in the island and we know that these 
provisions have to be cooked alon.g.with something 
else. I say therefore ; let us subsidise salt fish and 
pig's head as I have already mentioned and do the 
consuming ~ u b l i c  a great favour. 

Mr. HAYNES: I did not intend to speak on 
this matter because it is something which should be 
passed unanimously by this House; but the remarks 
of the honourable senior member for St. Thomas 
have brought me to my feet. He says that shopkeepers 
have said that they can sell these two diBerent kinds 
of rice. I, too, have talked with some shopkeepers- 
some reliable ones too-an4 theLr feeling in the 
matter {is that if it were not for the Jiood Control In- 
spectors which -are naturally very useful, the two 
brands of rice would be sold one for the other. It mould 
always be the bone of contention among the people 
as to whether they were getting the rice a t  six cents 
a pint or that a t  9 cents a pint, and there might be 
some lawsuit taking place when a disgruntled custom- 

. er says: "You gave me 6 cents a pint rice a t  9 cents 
a pint." For that reason a lot of shopkeepers in this 
island feel that there should not 'be any discrimina- 
t+ion in the price of rice or they will not stock i t  at  
all. They are afraid of sonx malicious prosecution. 
The honourabIe lsenior member for St. Thornas has 
told 11s that there used to be several varieties of rice, 
but there was no question of any price control then. 
At that time a, man could sell rice as he liked and the 
quantity altogether. I am supporting the pawing of 
thjs Address. 

Mr. GARNER: I have listened to this debate 
very carefully so far and I am still of the same 
opinion as when I spoke on the last occasion. I am 
surprised to think that the Executive has not dealt 
with the Resolution as was required by this honoura- 
ble House. It appears to me that the Executive 
or somebody in the Execubive is flouting the wishe? 
of this Rouse on every occasion; and I think it is 
high time that a stop be put  to it. I do not know 
if a march from the House or something else would 
alter the position, but i t  does seem to me that 
somebody will have to do something (if the situation 
ie to be remedied. I heard my colleague fraternally 
say that rice should be sold a t  9 cents a pint 
because meal is being sold at  10 cents a pound, but 
the honourable member knows very well that if you 
put the price of rice at  30 cents a pint i t  will 
be sold, but it will be reflected on, the credit sheets 
of his books and on his account at  the merchant;. If 
you put the price of rice a t  2/- a pint it will be sold 
because the people are hungry; they want rice and 

they will buy it at  any price. However, that is not 
what we are here to tell ~eop le ;  we are here to see 
that the Government give them cheap food. If you 
put the price of rice at 30 cents a pint the people will 
credit i t  because they want food; but that mill be 
reflected on my book eventually it will get on the 
merchant's, book and somebody will go bankrapt. If 
a person comes to my $hop for any item and she 
has not got the money to pay for it, she will tell me: 
' T u t  it in the book for some future day" and God 
knows when that day will come. It was all well and 
good when people were getting money from America, 
but now they are spending Barbadian money and 
everybody knows what that means. I think that the 
honourable junior member for St. Joseph should 
have thought twice before he  poke; no matter how 
much in the way of ground provisions the average 
man gets, bee still looks for his rice. We do not want 
to feed people on potatoes; that is ncit becoming of 
this H o w .  We want to give t,hem rice and we on 
this side of the Table maintain that the Government 
is not in such a ~overty-stricken way that they can- 
not subsidise this rice to the tune of how the Demerara 
rice is being sold to-day. There are many f&ctofs 
which contribute to this argument; we have a short 
crop and nobody is spending any money this year. 
The average man gets two or three days' work and 
that means that he has only a limited amount of 
money on which to live. When we push up the cwt 
of living so that people cannot purchase the 
very necessities of life, how can we say that we are 
representing these people? Recently we voted #,O(EO 
for St. Lucia, we may give away more before we 
are through, and I do not see that B,W0 could not 
be spent in ~ubsidhing this rice so as to keep down 
the cost of living. With regard to the other point, 
this is not a matter of politics. F a r  from that i t  is a 
matter of knowing something about economics. I 
think that we would be well advised to let His 
Excellency or the Executive or both know that it is 
the feeling of this House that this matter should not 
bse ignored. If the majority of this House pass 
any Address or Resolution, I do not see why it 
should Ije flouted when it goes up there. If that is 
so then we will have to protest in  a vigorous way. 
Another point is  this: we cannot say that only 
certain people will buy this rice; that is a farce. 
Under the prevailing circmtances if a shopkeeper 
goes to town for rice and only one brand can be 
obtained during that particular week, if there is no 
Demerara rice about the place, he must take the 
Brazil rice; so that you cannot say the poor man 
will not have to buy that rice. As it is now, we have 
not got the rice; but there might be the time 
when both grades of rrice will be here or only 
one brand will be here and if you do not try and 
get some of that brand, somebody will be faced 
with starvation. While my colleague fraternally 
slays that potatoes will be here in another month, a 
lot of harm can be done between now and then. A 
lot of people go to sleep with just a little bit of food 
to keep them alive in thme days. I think that 
whoever is in charge of this matter should move 
quickly so that this rice will come in and they should 
make sure that all the necessary arrangements are 
made so that when i t  comes we will not ha% to go 
all over again. We must have food for the people 
and it is our bounden duty to keep this rice a t  a 
level where everybody can have his fair share. When 
money was coming from America, people could get 
anything; we have no American money coming in 
now and we are living on Barbadian shillinrn. The 
cost of livinz is already high for the inhabitants 
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and I think it would be as well to keep everything 
on a certain level so that the cost of living will llot 
be too high. 

1%. COX: Thk is one of the questions which 
have hen engaging the minds of members of thls 
House and those of the community for some weeks 
now. ~t the outset, I want to make it clear that I am 
votiq ap+ht this Address. I do so with a full 
sense of duty and r%pomi'bili.ty and 1 am ready to 
take the co-uences. We hear quite a lot in this 
Borne Tuesday after Tuesday about the poor man, 

one wonders why his condition hm not b e n  
further improved sinoe the capitalists, the Comerva- 
$ives, the Labourites and everybody is hie side. 
Thy,  the poor man should have Heaven overnight 
if that is the case ; but instead of that we find that his 
position has ly:come worse. Let us deal with the 
principle on which commodities are subsidised. The 
GsvernmentYs principle is to subsidise commodities 
which are more or less used by the poorer classes, 
items such as those which have been mentioned by 
the honourable junior member for St. Joaph, be- 
cause the avernment is comious of the fact that 
the majority of workers in this colony are being 
deprived to a large exbnt by their masters of a 
decent wage which will cause them to live in decent 
surroundings. The Gtovernment W come to the 
mnclusion that th3 only thing it can do as a means 
of extendiw the slender earnings of the workers is to 

the i tem which are extensively used by 
these poor people. Let us examine the position. We 
get a certain amount of rice from British Guiana 
and some weeks ago we could not get any through 
no fault of the Government. Now we expect to get 

betbr quality of rice from Brazil than that which 
we we getting from British Guiana at present and 
that rice is supposed to be sold at 13 cents a pid.  
The Government says that instead of allowing this 
rice to be sold at 13 cents a pint, i,t will subsidisg the 
rice so that it can be sold at 9 cents a pint. I have 
not heard it said that the two qualities of rice are the 
=me. & we know, before the War and even during 
the early part of the War, there were two different 
grades of rice on the market and they were sold at 
two different prices. Why I say that I am not pre- 
pared to agree to subsidise this rice to bk sold lower 
than 9 cents a pint is because of the fact that the 
people whom we are attempting to help by subsidsing 
$he rice at 6 cents a pint are not going to get 
it. That rice will be pushed into every corner by 
the big merchants of this colony and the poor 
people will still have to buy the other grade of 
rice. I am in a position to say that an item like 
condensed milk, which is subsidised as soon as 
i t  is landed in this 'colony, cases of this milk have 
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House when we are fooling and cajoling the p o o ~  
unfor:unate people when we should be doing some- 
thing for them. The poor people do not understand 
the position because if they understood it some of 
us would have been hanged already. Rice is 6 cents 
P&r pint and I know that an old lady wanted two 
plnk and she had to Pay a shopkeeper in the south- 
eastern part of the island 16 cents for it last week; 
and she had to 'buy cauliflower leaves with worm 
holes in them before she could get that rice for 16 
cents. That is the position; but yoi~ hear people 
talking about the poor man ?,nd I say that we should 
see ourselves as others see us. During the debate 
on the Resolution for the subsidisation of this rice, 
an hom-mble member mentioned bn the floor of this 
House that six cases of English potatoes rotted on 
him- 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable 
member must be careful, as I warned an honourable 
mem'bkr earlier, not to allude to any debate for this 

Mr. COX: I thought this would be a continua- 
tion Of that debate. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAmR: We are now dealing 
with an Address. 

Mr. COX: I bow to Your H o n o ~ r ' ~  ruling. ~f 
we r d y  have the interest of the people at heart how 
can any of allow food to be thrown away when 
there are so many starving people around us8 We 

allow people to get on the floor of this House 
say that the Poor man and the common man is 

, dying in their area and they are m composed having 
a d  soda? chicken and a lot of vegetables! I 

"m prepared to speak what is in my mind on any 
question that comes before the House. I am con- 
vi~ced that the truth will be made known even 
dthough it takes a longqr time to made 

and to fructify than a lie. I am sure when 
the truth is k n m ,  the agony of those who are 
res~omible for the lies will be great. Tuesday after 
Tuesday we hear about the poor man's cause ; I 
have nevek heard so nmch about the poor man before, 
something is wrong if SO many people are inkre;sted 
in the Poor man and yet he is going down. People 

could not spell "poor man" before are now 
about the Poor man ( h ~ d  Cheers). Nothing. 

like that can disturb me in the least, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, because I know that gmd begets good. I 

that if people do not see things for themselves 
and fight against the evil forces, if they do not see 
that there arre those who come under the guise of 
shep when in truth and in fact they are wolves, then 
I say that the pfople will go back to the darkness 

r whence they came. I am surprised at 'the attitude of 
Home honourable members today as again* what it 

been pushed into various houses in Belleville and 
S@athclyde when women of the labouring class with 
their babies could not get a spoonful of this milk, 
in spite of the fact that the milk was subsidised so 
that the poor people could buy it cheaply. That is 
what has happened; I could mention items which are 
subsidised by the Government and which, when 
they arrive in this colony, are sent for the greater 
part to places like Belleville for the rich ~eople. Only 
a few weeks ago a lady in Belmont Road reported 
that she had lost $22 worth of tinned meat. That 
was when we were supposed to have a hurricane and 
it was said that as much tinned meat possible 
should be kept. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : To whom did the 
lady report? 

Mr. COX: I understand that sb. reported to 
the Police. We are only wasting the time of fie 

Was in 1946 when the rice question was before the 
House. We know t h d  the people prefer rice at 9 
cenh a pint liecause the quality is better than that 
at 6 cents a pint- I, too, have had a conversation 
*th a prominent shopheper and he said tha't 
it.is impomible for these two qualities of rice to be 
mixed without the mixture being observed. I feel there- 
fore that if we have the two qnttlities, one at 6 cents 
and the other at 9 cents, people who are in a ~ocsitron 
to purchase the quality at 9 cents will do so and leaye 
the other quality to be purchased by other people. 
MY sole reason for not agreeing to have thmese two 
grades of rice at the same price is because I know 
that the better grade will find its way at J. N. God- 
dards' and similar stores. The poor people will be told : 
"We have not got any of thliu rice", but thL- 20- ponnd 
and the 50-pound paper bags of rice will h? sent into 
Belleville and Strathclyde. Rence we will b. subsi- 



dising this rice in  the interest of th3 rich people who 
refuse to pay taxes whereby the Government can get 
money to subsidise the same nice; we will be subs:- 
dking this rice for those people SO that they will not 
have to spend the money which they'have kept back 

the poor man the last 300 Years. I am 
taking a positive stand in this matter, as  long as I 
know a thing is wrong I will vote against it ;  but  if it 
is right7 I it. As I said before, I am 
ready and willing to take the consequences. This 
is a cheap political stunt bIeing P ' ~ Y ' ~  by some pea- 
ple; I could quote a million and one cases in  whxh 
the poor Of whom we have hearing 
today, has been those who W that they 
have him at heart. The Government 
be a sort of jelly-fish to take notice of political moves 
by a fcw members of this House who have prevented 
good work from being done and a t  the last moment 
talk about the poor man and his rice only to 
fool .the electorate. I say that ths Government mould 
be a sort of jelly-fish-and we know the unholy alli- 
ance between the Congress Party and the Conser- 
vatives-to take anv notice of th:s Addre213 if it, is 
passed. (MEMBERS: Oh yes?) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the hononr 
able member should be very careful about his remarks. 

Mr. COX: I am suggesting that members of this 
House take their responsibility seriously and 
be not afraid of the people. Lf honourable members 
are working in the interestrs of the people they will 
be elected to this House, and they will not need any 
cunning devices or plans. Let us do things which will 

Osser about help the people but do  not let us  pass Addn- 
this and about that when in  t ruth and in  faet they 
do not slmoant to a row of pins to the people. 

1 ~ ~ .  s y ~ o ~ ~ ~ ;  I could not, sit here th& 
aftemoon and allow this Address to be without 
again emphasising an ~ p e c t  of this matter which I 
emphasised on a former measion. It seems to me that 
the Government is definitely playing hide and seek 
when i t  comes to the question on which the majority 
of the elected members of this House have expressed 
their desire. there is starvation in this 

second only to what was experienced immedi- 
after t.he 1914--18 War. It is alright for  a 

few' people who m y  be &le to get full supplies for 
themselves but there are the masses in  this island 
who are unemployed or seasonally employed and who 
go to sleep hungry many a night. I come in  contact 
fmm day to day ? ~ t h  cases in which I find grown 
men with tears in their ,eyes because they cannot get 
any food for their children and I a~slc: is this a time 
for any Government to be trying to impose its will 
on the majority of this or any other House while 
the are starving? This  is a time when people 
cannat get any meal, flour or rice and if a paltry 
&g,oW or $16,000 will bring to this island an additjon- 
a1 supply of rice a t  a time ~7Een i t  is most needed to 
save people from dyine; from starvation, then I say 
that this (is no time-I do not like to use the term 
'Kplaying polit:'cs"-but this is no time for one *etinn 
of the House to work its mill againl~t another section. 
Let us put an end to that :  let us show by an over- 
whelmin,a vote that we are not prepared to allow this 
condibion of affairs to continue. As far as the rice 1 
being sold a t  6 cent6 and 9 cent.: a ~ i n t  :S concerned, 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I did not intend to speak on 
this matbnr because on the last occasion I expressed ?a 
my views which I think are well known and therefore 
1 am voting for the passing of this Address. I shonld 
lik,e to say that in a matter of this sort, i t  is most 
unfortunate that people should ~.s~sume, when hon- 
ourab12 members suggest that this rice should be 
subs:dised a t  6 cents a pint, that there is some nl ter i~r  
motive or dishonesty about the matter. We sit here 
Tuesday after Twsday and hear all sorts of argu- 
ments but' 1 am amazed this afternoon a t  the sng- 
Restion of the honourable senior member for h 
Michael that, the Governmlent would be a sort of .jelly- 
fish to ac&de to the of the majority of the 
members of this Rouee. 1 am serious about this mat- 
ter blecause upon that statement you can see what is C. 
happening and what the honourable member said 
might decide the fate of a lot of things. Honourable 
members who realise that thev are not elected to 
this Rouse on the whims and fancies of the hononr- 
able senior member for St. Michael can appreciate 
that there 6s only one alternative. When th>e elected 
members of this House pass an Address deal'n? with 
the subsidization af  ice and, Mr. D ~ p n t ~  Speaker an  * 
honourable member sa.y.3 that the Governm~~nt mould 
be a sctrt of a iellg-fish to accede to the wishaeq of the 
maioritv of this Honqe and nothing i e  done in 
connection with the wishes of the Rouse, that 
i.: tantamonnt to a Cabinet dictatorship. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope that the 
honourable member will proceed with his argument 
in favour of the Address. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I was replying to the state- 
ment of the honourable senior member ,for St. 
Michael, a statement which honourable memben3 seem 

think should be ignored. (A MEMBER: Yob 
a~"~ing wrong to notice i t ) .  Surely there must b 
be some balanced persons in  the Government. I am 
voting for the pasling of this Address and 1 think 
it is time that  honourable members should take 
Coprage and face the facls. If i t  is euggested that 
this rice should be subsidised and sold a t  6 cents a 
pint cannot imagine that honourab'e rnernbem in 
agreeing to that, have any but the purest of motives 
relathe to the inhabitants of this colony. Behind 
the question of subsidisation the arguments used 
hinge on the question of the cost of living. That is 
the whole point. If rice is sold a t  12 cents o r  30 
cents a pint i t  will be credited and so I't will be shown a 
on the books. Some p e o p l ~  would rather die before 
they rob you bnt  the who!? qtlestion ;-, that of the 
cmt of living. I f  *ever there was an argument which 
would convince anyon,r as to whether or not they 
qhonld vote for the si~bsidisation of this rice a t  6 
cents a pint i t  is the argument that the rice 
mill find its way into the big stares. Surely 
if honourable member.; understand the method of 
allocation-1 see that the Government has not 
mentioned i t  to-day-they will appreciate the fact 
that as night follows day, the small man will be t 

W 
forced to buy the majority of this rice. When say, 
1.500 bags of rice are landed in this colony 
from B~i t i sh  Guiana, accordinq to the method of f 
allocation-and even the honourable junior member 
for St. W e p h  will h a w  to admit this-those persons 4 

who mere solling a certain quant:tY of rice before 
I cite this instance, rrcently the Government fixcd 
the price of eggs a t  6 cents and 8 cents apiece and can 
you buy an egg for less than 8 cents? I hope that 
honourable membfers will pass t . h i~  Address vitijthout 
any detav and that the overwhelming desire of this 
House will be implemented. 

1940 will be allocated their quantity pro ratio. TWO 
or three merchants in Roebuck Street with branch 
shops all over the nlace mill pet, two-thllrd.; of the rice. 
I have spoken with shopkeepers too. With both these 
grades of rice in  stoclr. those who patronise thn larne 
retail shops will find themselv" settine the qreater & 



proportion of. the rice at 6 @ n b  a pint and when 
the small shopkeeper comes to Bridgetown there will 
only be the rice at 9 cents a pht .  When "X" gets 
l2 bags of  ice-8 bags at 6 e n t s  B p h t  a d  4 bags 
at 9 cents a pint-will he not &+ii to his ~ h o  the 
grade of doe which will be sold the'mob Is 
he going to hold back 8ny of this rice 
to be 'sold to the honourable junior mem'ber 
for st .  ~ w e p h  or anybody else 1 repeat 
that this qwstion bears on the question of the 
cost of livinig. That is what we have to bear in mind 
and I make nb ~ P O ~ Q ~ Y  for sa~idg  that the type of 
people who will buy the grade of rice at 6 cents a 
pint will supprise honourable-mabenr. The differenoa 
between honourable m.mbers and myself is that they 
ape not decent enough to say will buy this rice. I 
repeat that I am voting for this We are Only 

people to say that those who can to buy 
rice at 9 cents a pint will do so and leave the other 
rice at 6 (Xnts a pint for the poor man. This a 
question of I say about what 
the Government has done Or what it has not done' 
In view of the existing conditions and taking all the 
circum6tances into consideration, it should be 
obvious that if 550 tons of rice are expected to be 
landed in this colony, the Government should take 
the necessaq steps to subsidise it SO that it will be 
soid at 6 cents a pint. The Government will be 
=king for trouble if they fail to carry out the 
&hes of the majority of this House in a most reas- 
onable thing; and this is a matter which the Head 
of the Administration will not take it upon himself 
to turn down unless he ir, so advised by members 
of this House. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I came to the House 
late to-day and I have bad lectulws lin economics. 
From a Parliamentary point of view I should like 
honourable members Do consider this Address and ask 

Mr. F. L. $V&WTT: I am only recalling my 
apeech. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable 
member can s tab what his, views are without referring 
to the previow debate. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: My contention is that 
you should subsidiw an article if the price of it is 
beyond the normal mans  of the people and if you 
realise that there is $ohg to be a sedous shortage of 
that artic'ae then yoi must Subsidize and r a ~ o n  it. 
1 am -g honourable members to be tolerant this 
afternoon because I a not one of those who &it baclc 
and try to lead others astray. I thought a t  first that 
thiis dddreas intmduoed by the junior 
member for s t .  J~~~~ became I expected a ditrerent 
attitude from him ; but h& Eolleagoe is old in year 
but not where Parliamentary procedure and behaPiour 
are concerned On honourable member. will 

that thlre be no point in this 
at this stage when they have already voted for the 
postponement of the &solution : and we cannot spend 
the money before we pass the &solution. Of conme, 
there is nothing in the Rules to prevent this Address 

being passed and I do not think I am here to tell 
honourable members what they should do. I am not 
a"u~i11~ anybody of playing politics or of being dis- 
honest but my contention is that there is no point 
in p a s k g  this A d d ~ s s ;  1 do not See the necessity 
for it. If WI? pas3 ttn Address like. this, we may as 
well pass an Address in connection with the Public 
Health Bill the consideration of which has aho been 
postponed. It will mean that as man as a matter 
is postponed we can pass an Address in connrpction 
with it and say that the Government must do so and 
90. There is an Address on the Order Paper asking 
the Government to import rioe from Brazil or other 
countries but no mention has been made of the   rice ; 

fhemselvee whether they are really and truly serious 1 therefore we hare to analyse the s p ~ ~ c h s  which have 
in their Parliamentary conduct. I do not want 
to use any superlative language which is so pop- 
ular nowadays, because we hear that the people 
are starving and therefore you must do this and 
that so as to avoid greater starvation. Now on the 
last occasion a Resolu~on was brught before this 
Rouge for the sum of 310,000 for the purpose of 
subsidising rice from Brazil and th's majo~ity of this 
Rouse voted for the postponement of that Resolution. 
This is not the place for using any stunk; this it; 
an Assembly where them are 24 members who are 
supposed to be cautious in what they do. I want to 
say that when a matter 'B postpneil %>- the nouw 
you do not ;bring forward an Address askinc the 
Qovernment to implement something the considera- 
tian of which has been postponed. The Resolution 
ha9 not been removed from the Order Paper and it 
must be assumed that the Government proposes to act 
on thn Resolution. If the honourable member in 
charge of the Resolution had taken it off the Order 
Paper then I say that it would be appropriate to 
Dass this Address. But that is not the case; the 
Betsolution is post~oned and before it reaches the 
Rouse a ~ a i n  you introduce an  Address about it! T 
am not playing politics but thir, do0s not seem to me 
to be 'Parliamenta.ry. T mad9 mv speech in relation 
fo the post~onement of the Resolution on the last 
~ocasion and T feOl that the government must h e w  
the sitnation. To pass this Address when the Reqolu- 
t h n  is st;ll under consideration w~u ld  be eauivalent 
to having t o  jlldments on one matter. When the 
&solution was hefore the ROUSE 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable 
member mnyt be careful not to allude +o the previous 
debate. 

been made and then come to a conclusion. I regard 
this Address as just a gallery exhibition the Elections 
being just around the corner. As long as honourable 
members have voted ]for the ~ostponement of a matbpr 
which has not been withdrawn from thle Order 
Paper, the matter must come before ns for considera- 
tion again; and as regards this particular matter, 
there has not been any undue delay. I feel that the 
introduction of an Addmm such as this does not in 
any way speak well for the Rouse of Assembly in 
1948 if honourable members are wrionsly conducting 
their affairs. What surprises me is that some hon- 
m m h l r  members who are rlpparently in favour of this 
1 4 i f c 3 r ~ " q  know that this is not the way in 
which things are done : there is no precede~t for the 
introduction of an Address in similar circumstances. 
We have postponed Resolutions involv:na more 
money than the one in question and we did not have 
to pass any Addre3s m as to get something done. 
The voting for thce postponement of the Resolution 
ic: in order to show that the R~solution hm been 
postponed on such and such a eround. I repeat 
that if the Resolution had been removed from the 
Order Paper then this Addrem wonla have been 
appropriate; 'but to introduce this Address when the 
Reqohltion has not vet been brought n~ for further 
consideration has th'e appearance as if somebody is 
trying to play politics. 

Mr. BLACKMAN: If this 550 tons of Bran? 
rice is subqidised to the amount of £17,500, it will 
mean that we will t'e soendtine: $3.000 a day on the 
subsidisation of this rice for 28 dava. T may men- 
tion this: the Governor-in-Exec~~tive Committee 
in what I wonld call true democrrt41c fashion, ha.: 
already decided to send down a Resolution to sub- 
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sidise this rice a t  6 cents a pint. (Bear, bar). I n  inevitable un&er the c i r i s c u r n s ~ a s ,  q d  if the Gov- 
true democratic fashion the Governor-in-Exeautive ' ernment had othemise they nnj&t have been 
committee has also agreed to allow rue to put 1 able to allow this rice to be sold at the k t  eost to 
my point of view before the House. I happen / the pe~ple who are mast aMe to buy it f i e  
to be one of those who are not in favour I Demerara rice could be sold ta tlYe poor people J 
of reducing the price af this rice to 6 f 6 cents a-pint. 1 wbmit  that  when the peopk in 
cents a pint. I do not consider that %Ire are I British G u h a  felI us that the porJtion is improving 
justified in mbddising this rice a t  6 cents a pint on 1 the Government could not tell definitely that good 
account & the high cost which i t  will entail  I feel ! suppIies of Demerara and Brazil rice will be here 
that that amount of rao- confd be wed  to greater I a t  rhe same h e ,  and i-t would t&e a 
rudvzan-e for the benefit d the people. This 1 n~einber Iike t h  hmour&Je junior member for St. 
B r a d  rice is a poIishd Pice and i t  has not go t  as f PhiIip to tell us what the position w Z  be. I am 
mmh vitamin in it as brown rice. Tfierefore I do 
not see why we should make the price of an  article 
which is  of Iowe~ nutritional value the same as that 
r~hich is 6f 8 higher nutritioaaI value. However, the 
Governmen0 ha3 d r e d y  deeided to send down a 
Resaldim for the pnrpose of subsidising this rice 
a t  6 cents a pint. 

 IS: I warned G~~~~~~~~ a low 
time ago that this subsidisation gel them into 
trouble. I l y ~  the *ply of this House w b  
wanted to know whether the Agreement with British 
auiana prohjbit rnerchmt in Bridgetown 
from importing from any source from 
it could be obtained and sold more cheaply. I have 
never got that question answered. I t  does not matter 

saying that the two grad,es of rice wilL be mixed 
from tomorrow morning and the B r d  rice 
remain in the island until after the Elections. Fmm 
tomorrow moruing the Brazil rice  ill be in the island 
and you wilI hear that it would have been sold a t  9 
ceiits a p i ~ t  but for the Address of the senior member 
for St. James. As the people do not know the colour 
or the quaIity of this rise all will be Brazil rice. I am 
M Y ~ F  that is a further stage in the playing of politic3 

the people's food, and regards the starving 
people is nothing to do with whdher the rice 
k 6 cenk a p h t  O r  9 cents a pint. That is samething 
to  give this matter a twist which cannot be jus tzed  a t  
all. If people aa? out of work and are starving, the 
Government will have to give them food. They 

what the merits or demerits of the ,subsidisation of 1 not be to rice at a pint because 
this rice are. I thing that the way in which the I tbeg- haye nQt got money. I menzly gcrt up to 
matter has been dealt with mx force the Govern- , state pasition W I see i t ;  I repeat that honourable 

Inent to thiq rice at 6 c&s a *mt. m e  ) members have sat here for one or two Tuesdays and 
of eoonomics has been nmoved from this allowed the Coucrnment :o po2tpone the cansideration 

sobject ever and dddRss have the of this Resolution, they have been parties to the post.- 
,,f making sml. honourable member of mmbers 

look to the pdMic that they have i b r w e n t d  in 
getting t. rice for the people at 6 cents a pint. I 
not saying it is unpafiamenw or anythin: 

to bring in this Address at  this particular time ; 
but  the v e v  people who have bro11gh.t in this Ad- 
dress are responsiMe for  the fact that they do  not 
know what the Govmnment is doing. The homllu.able 
able senior member for St. Peter went f i r b  near t6 
the kernel of the matter. He said t h a  h~noarhk  
members h& wled  for the postponement of the 
Resoln%ion in the first ins%ance, but 3 would like t o  
point out; to hanour&le rnedbers that we have eollle 
here on several days since the 17th of August when 
.the Resolntion W% co&dered and we have v ~ M  
for the ,qa8pension of Rule 60 so as to bring o m r  
matters higher up on the Order Paper. We 
allowed the Leader of the HQUS to bring up 0 t h  
fies6htims in Gonunitbee of Supply above this Par- 
i jcular Remlution when it was our right, if we wanted 
to know what was going un, to refuse to allow aW 
other &whtiw to be d e d t  with and appeal to the 
 overm me& to tell us valsat they laad done a b u t  this 
Resolution. Mauy mtio* have been made that we 
have pmd many Resolutions j i i  Colunittee, 
we &ye pss+,pom~ed. m y ,  oiie of whkh 
is, &b f&es~lati~a for subsidising the rice, and we 
& ~ e  mked for leave for the Committee to sit 
a$ain bmtt we & not what pragrws has been 

in connection with this Resolution! If this is 
l l ~ t  $axing palkics with the>people's food I do not 
knw what is. We mere at  Liberty to prevent the 
Rmduti- which we passed today from being 
brought up  b~efore thi? Resolution and to ask the 

I'0llelnell; and now they introduce a n  AMr% the 
opening remarks ill support of wGeh are tb.& 
have n" h?ard anything about the Resolution ! I sax 
that for a statesman or politician this is not playinv 

game- 
Mr. TALD'IA: This matter h& been oceupy- 

ing the attention of honourdblre members for  a veEy 
lengthy gerbil when, in reality, it has be2n disewsed 
aad amended in  keeping with the wiahes of this 
House, and' in keephg ~ v ~ l h  the desires W suggest- 
ioiis made in the Address the p a s h g  of which b e  
been ]nored here today. Speaking on my own behalf, 1 
have always been in f a ~ ~ o u r  of subsidising this rice a t  6 
cent3 a pint (Cheers) became I know &at sope shop 
lieepers ifi this i s l a d  are very unscrupnlon~ and 1 
kiiow that the riee which is to be sold at 6 cents a 
pint will be BOM a t  9 cents a pint. I W w  that 
taxes are collected from all souroes and that people 
inus: eat in order to live. I know that rioe is rugard- 
ed as the staple food in this colany and no mahter 
what quality of yams or potataes we haue, rich or poor 
people look £m their riee, I regard. this debate this 
afttrnoon as being untimely since Cbe matter has 
already beea w e e d  to. C t ~ z  s e a &  of British Guiana 
not beiup able te keep to their Conhaet me have had 
to get this 5'50 tons ~f rice from Braall, and tbis 
inight be the only occasion on which we wiU h d  
o n r s e l ~ ~ ~ s  in this po :ition. We have ~vasted time, not 
only this afternoon but previously, when more busi- 
ness c,o~dd have beell doqe in this Chamber. We 
canno: blame the people ia British G-uiana to the 
fuLl extei~t for what has happened because they had 
bad Idhour conditions and if conditions improve, the 
British Gniana Markethg Board will be able to keep 

Goyer?unent w b t ,  was happening aliout it; but we 
~ m o ~ . h ~ w - w ~  would play politics with this Address 
today. I can ~n&y say that this is,reprehen~ible con- 
duet, whether it is Parliamentary ar  otherwise, on 
the- part.of a person who, is representing tha. people. 
The subsi&saaiQn of this rice at 6 cents a pint ic 

to  their Contract. I have .heard that the Brazil rice 
i q  inferior in qaality a d  i t  .does nat coak well, but 
f cannot, swear to that. Rowever I think that the 
Government has a rood and just reason for  bringing 
dawn the .pric. of thk.rice ta 6 cents. ,a ~ i n t  SQ that 
everyboifj- can buy it at  the same price. 
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Mr. MAPP: I am going to make my position 
clear. On the previous occasion when the &esolution 
came up for debate----- 

Mx. DEPUTY SPEAKEB: The honourable 
member cannot allude to the previous debate. 

Mr. M O P :  Whoerr we were considering the 
&solution to ~ubsidise this Brazil rice, we were told 
that the rice was of a better quality- 

&&. DBPUTY SPEAKER: If tbe honourable 
member meam that he was tdd that in the House, 
he would ibe referring to the previous debate. 

Mr. DaBPP : It is very difficult to avoid mention- 
ing &ain facts which came out during ihe first 
debate. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKEE : The honourable 
member can refer to what has been said withou~ 
saying that it was said during the courue of that 
aebate. 

Mr. MAPS : I must thank Your Honour for 
&aiding me &@g .that line. The information came 
out at first that this rice was of a better quality 
&an tba J3rikislb Glaiana rice and any reasonable 
member of this community knows that you cannot go 
in Broad Street, for instance, and get an inferior 
art icb at Mne e r n e  price at which you can get a 
superior one. We were mured  that the Brazil rice 
and thn British Guima rice would be here at the 
8ao0e time and i%e plan W 8 5  to distribute the rlce SO 
that the poorar sections of the community would 'be 
able to get the British Guisna rice at 6 cents a pint 
and leave the Brazil rice at 9 cents a pint to be 
purchmed by those who are able to purchase it. In 
the circuazstanm@, one grade g$ rice bekg better 
than the other, that was a reasonable proposition to 
be put to this House. But today I hear a &.££sent 
stury; a p~opaganda lliove has been made and there- 
fore I am explaining 111y position. Whatever has 
hen said today in favour of this Address was said on 
the pwtponomnt of the l3esolut1on f o r  subsidisillg this 
rice; so that we are bringing up the same arguments 
and wasting the time of the House. I have got up 
Oo speak on this matter simply because the Covern- 
merit is changing its position. (A MEbBER : They 

to do so.) This is a matter of not  Sndinc c;at 
facts before coming to the House. We are told today 
that the Brazil rice is not as good in qnalitp as the 
British Guiana rice. (A MEMBNR: And you still 
w m t  & be at 9 cents a pint.) If honoarabl~e 
members will &ten they will hear a worthy contribn- 
tion to this debate. It was said that we would get the 
BM& riee at +he same time as the British Gnialza rice 
and the rioe would be distributed in such a way that 
the poorex classes would be able Bo 'buy the cheaper 
~ x e .  My view t-ha0 the Brazil rice should be subsid- 
ised and also rationed. Rice is i&e basic food of the 
swes a d  if you r&un it, the people will get their 
f d r  ,&me. I am net im favour of spending rnolxey in one 
way and nqt in the other. As long as you do not ration 
%his rice you will be helping one section of the 
wmmunity te the detriment of the other. I 
am not in favmr d spending this money to re- 
k c e  the price 09 this riee u ~ ~ l e s s  it is going to be 
rationed. T~inidadism have C-old me that people can 

rice iur TF%& b e m e  it is ratimed. I say that 
rationing doeis not W& us too mueb if by doing m 
We elrsmre thU the people get sbme of the things 
d i c h  we are subsidising. We harve been given some 
information now and we find onrse1ve in d%etdt~:  
we have mw been told a Bouernwent mem%r 
tkat the information which they h m ~  eiven ns 53 
wrong, that 6hk Fice is d an h f e h r  and that 
i t  mX be snbqictised 6 cenh 3 piet That member is $1 

respoi~si'si'ble member of the community and l think 
$hat serrous reasons sheuld be given----- 

Mr. diPU'FY BPEAKEK: I would like the 
IIo~~ourable member to say exactly what he is refer- 
rrng to. Is  the honourable member referring to some- 
thing which the honourable senior member for Christ 
Church said t 

Mr.  MAPP : He was in favour of this proposal. 
Mr. TALMA: 1 was almys in favmtr of this 

rice being subsidised at 6 cents a pint. E aaid so in I Executiae Committee and I Mid so again today. 1 (Cheers.) 
1 Mr. MhPP : I am very glad that the honourable 
meiuber adopts a certain course and sticks to it. If 

l he has the facts at his disposal and adduces his rea- 
soils for supporting this measure.--- 

Mr. TALMB: If the honourable member reads 
any constitutional law and practice he will realiee 
tha: if it is a qnestion of one against-three whether 
they are right or wrong you have to go along with 
them. 

Mr. MAPP: I am a ymng member of this 
House and I only hope that we will be presented 
wit& ddt the frlcta in salfar aa this matter is concerned. 
If this ri* eemw % this k W  and we ean alm get 
British Q-niana rice, I am not in favour of bing.ng 
down the price a the Brazil rice to 6 
eents a pint so that a c:rtain =;ion 
of the eo*mlu~iity will get the buB of it. I t  
must be distribnted so that the poarer sectiolas 
of the community can get some d ik When 
I have been told that this r;e is of a better quality 
than the B~itish G-uiana rice and now I am told 
tllat it i.;; of m ilnfelior quality, I mmt make m y  posi- 
tion clear and with same fmce. When T say anything 
in this House I say i t  seriously and %r Berne good 
reason. I am not har ing  anpbodty's Name on my 
shulc'fers Wm my &oulden are too small for 
f3h.t:. f repeat: I h p e  that the Government will 
b ing  their facts cIearly and that they will spend 
lsome money in rati0niq.g this rise because in that 
way you wi!l. ensure that everybody gets some of it. 
(A  M%m%YEE: That is too expsnsive.) Trinidad 
is rationing rice. I think that we have got to the 
stage where we can do away with this manoeuvring 
and act like like g r o w u p  people and not Iike little 
children. The Resolution dealing with the wbsidi- 
sation of this rice wa.5 postponed because of the 
wishes of the House and now y o ~ l  bring up this 
Addrzs? asking that someth'ng be done before the 
Resslublon is f u r h r  considered ! That is definitely 
p1a;ving politiclp. 

Mr. X. A. WALCOTT: I wouM just like to 
reply to  the junior member for the City. He ae- 
cused me, E k ,  of playing po1ititicrJ 9 jy  moving this 
Address. Well, I can mure him that if getting fooa 
for the peaple d this idand ascheaply as possible is 
pla;lrinp goliticr, I shall contime to play politics as 
long as T am returned to this House (Cheer&}. If 
he has the intere~t of the pmple so much ah heart, 
whv didn't he play politics 'too? He adso asked why 
T d;cl not object to any other Order being taken be- 
fore +be Rewlution whkh relates to CSBe smb:sidiz&an 
of thi? Brazilian rice, inasmuch as it has been post- 
~ o i i e d  for three wmh.  The hnourabh member 
has hen a member of this Eouse long enough to 
h a w  that we couM not increase the amount from 
$10,000 to £18,000, ss I wm1A have beem only wa%ting 
the time of tbt House if I had Wren *PS, to bave 
t h ~  Resolution dealt with in the cinmmsfmceft. 

Mr. T,EWS : I rise to c paint of explanation. 
T cn id  that the hondrarable member codd have ea- 

' q ~ ~ i t - ~ d  vhat wm haupening in cmaeetioru with the 
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ResoluGon. I never said anything about his being 
able to increase the amount. Why is he bringing 
that i n ?  It was with the honourable member's con- 
sent that the Xi~solution was postponed and I said 
that he could have enquired from t,he Government's 
spokesman what was happening in connection with it 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : I understood the hon- 
ourable member to have said that I should have r e -  
fused to haw allowed any other Resolution to be con- 
sidered hefore the Rasolution dealing with subsidiza- 
tion of this rice imported from Brazil. The Resolu- 
tion was for oilly E10,000; i t  was postponed with the 
view of enabling the Government to send down a 
Resolutioil for the full subsidy of %l8,W. The Cov- 
ernment has had three weeks to reconsid$~r the matter 
-no% a day as the junior member for the City wants 
to insinuate-and i t  has done nothing. I n  the mean- 
time the rice will be landing here and sold a t  a price 
which would ereate a hardship on the prople. Further 
I understand that the quality is not as good as that 
of the B.G. rice and this Government will have i t  
brought here and sold qt 9c. instlead of 6c. per pint. 

Mr. T A L U :  I rise, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
merely to say, with your permission, ithat further in- 
v~stig6tion has taken place by the Government ia 
the matter and th(e Government is willing to accept 
the that this rice be subsidized in such a 
manner as to enable it to be sold at  6c. per pt. That 
is the reason why this House has not heard anything 
further as yet. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : I ~nd~ers tand the junior 
member for St. John to say that the quality of this 
Brazilian rice is not m good ,as the quality of the 
B.G. rice. I hope that members will pass this Ad- 
dress unanimously. 

Mr. BLACKb!lAN : Mr. Deputy Speaker,-On 
a point of explanation. I never said anything about 
quality. I said that polished rice has not the same 
nutritious value brown rice. Brown sugar is 
more nutritious than white sugar but white sugar 
is sold at  a greater price than muscovado sugar. 1 
did not say anything about the quality of the rice 
from Brazil because I am not a merchant. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: If nutritious value is 
not quality I do no: know what is. 

The qusstion that this Address do now pass is put 
and resolved in the affirmative, the division being as 
follows :- 

A y e s :  DR. WZLSON, Messrs. SYMMONDS, HUS- 
BANDS, F. L. WLCOTT, LEWIS, TALMA, CRAWFORD, 
GARNER, MOTTLEY, HAYNES, DOWDTNG, GALE, S. A. 
WBLCOTT, WILKINSON and WARD-15. 

Noecc.: Messrs. Cox, MAPP, BLACKMAN, and DR. 
CTJMMINS-~. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will ask the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. James and the hon- 
ourable juriior member for St. Michsel b be so 
good as to present the Address to His Excellency 
the Governor. 

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT : As Your Honour pleases. 
Mr. GALE: As Your Honour pleases. 

MESSAGE TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Deputy Speaker,-I s k  
leave to move an Address to the Honourable the 
Legislative Council in reply to their Message relating 
to thle selection of Representatives on the Standing 
Closer Association Committee of the British West 
Indian Colonies. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber is granted leave to p rmed .  

Dr. CUKMINS : I beg to move that the following 
Address do now pasa I > , 

l 
1 

The Zmse of Assembly 
To 

l 'he Hw~o;ur.abJe YIze Legislative Cowncil. 

'I'he kLous; or ~sseruoly  acknowledge the receipt 
of a Message from &he Honourable The Legislative 
Council oi even date relating to the selection of 
RepreaLntatives of the Standing Closer Association 
Committee of the British West Indlan Colonies and 
beg :o inform the Legislative Council of their agree- 
ment to the suggestions contained therein. 
~k.. BLACILbIm: 1 beg to second that. 
The questioll that this Address do now pass is 

put and resolved in  the affirmative without division. 
&l 

FIXING T H E  ORDER PAPER. 

Dr. C U I ~ I I N S :  Mr. Deputy Speaker,-I pro- 
pose to nx the Order Paper now. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker- 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: TO ,FPfha% poh* 

has the honourable member risen? 
1Mr. MOTTLEY: Before the Order Paper b fix- 

ed a t  all- 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable 

member making* a motion that the Order Paper be 
not now fixed? If so, I will hear him. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am going to do that. I am 
appealing to the senior member for  St. Thomas 
to see that there is an Address which should be 
passed this evening. We have always given the 
necessary co-operation by staying here until a fairly 
how to get; certain things done and I am appealing 
to the senior member for  St. Thomas to sfe the 
wisdom in allowing this Address to be dealt with this 
evening. 

Dr. CU3liMINS: I am fixing the Order Paper 
now. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I beg to move that the k i n g  
or" the Order Paper be postponed a t  this btage. 

Mr. XOTTLEY: I bcg to second that and I 
do so for the simple reason that the Address which 
the honourable senior member for St. Philip would 
like to deal with relates to the fixing of the dates 
for holding the forthcoming General Eledion. That 
i;r the only reason why I am seconding the motion. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Nr. Deputy Speaker,- 
i t  would appear that some honourable members want 
this Home to sit until a late hour of the evening io  
discuss an Address of which I do not even have a 
copy. We have received a Message from His Excel- 
lency the Governor stating that he proposes to pro- 
rogue the Legislature on :he 23rd of No~ember- 

Mr. GARNER: On a point of order. The Ad- 
dress of the ,yenior member for St. Philip is not Ijefore 
the Rouse. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am waiting for  
the senior member for St. Peter t o  complete his 
sentence. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I was saying that we 
received a Message from His Excellency the Govern- 
or stating that the Legislature will bne prorogued on 
the 23rd November, that writs will be issued on the 
same day and will be made returnable on the 13th 
December. We received that Message, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, two Tuesdays ag- 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The honourable 
member must speak on the motion that the Order 
Paper be not now Axed. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Deputy Speaker.- 
I am sure that you will grant me that same indulp- 

which YOU pan ted  the senior member for 'the 
City who stated hi7 reason why the Order Paper 
qhould not be qow fimd. 



Bouw that when a member makes a motion in 
accordance wi$h Rulp 79, the ~uestiun p $0 be put 
without further debate. ;In, accordance with that 
ql ing 1 shall put t h  ~ w ~ I J Q P .  

Mr. F. L. WBLCOqT : woyld lilre Pour Hon- 
our$ r&g, k view of your legal a d  
bowledge of ,Constitu%io~al Law, as to ?hether I 
have the right tp %$a& pn $Fe aotibn befpp the 
House. I was speakmg bn a'Su%stantive motion and 
had not yet resumed my seat when the senior mem- 
ber for St. Lucy jumped up and made a motion that 
the question be now put. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Naturally, as soon 
asallother honourable member gets up to speak, the 
honourable member who was on his feet should sit 
and listen to the other honourable member without 
losing his right to continue to speak, unless the hon- 
oura%lemember who h% risen from his seat makes 
a motion that the question 'tie now put. 

E. F. L. WALCOTT: The senior member for 
St. LUCY did not rise on a point of order or on a 
point of explanation; he simply moved that the 
question be now put. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,-I rise to 
a point of order in the hope that my remarks will 
be of some ssistance. I know that Rule 79 has been 
used but it has never been used while an honourable 
member was on his feet. A motion that the question 
be now put would necessarily indicate that the House 
loes got want any further debate on the particular 
mbject but I would appeal to the senior member for 
St. Lucy, in the circumstances, to withdraw his 
motion so that this matter may be regularised. N y  

&b. DEPUTY SPBAKER: The h e  for that 
ju4@gence wleioh I g q e d  $be bumur&le senior 
mewbe7 fox the City did not exceed one mmure. 

M+, F. L. WALCOTT: I would like to have 
Your 118onoui'f ruling to whd line a y  argument 
must t&e on the plotion that the Order Paper be 
not now fkd. 

m? DEPUTY SPEAKER; The h ~ ~ r a b l e  
member is entitled'to sta'te, as briefly as pwibk,  the 
mason why he h lags the motion that the Order 
Paper be not now fixed. 

Mr. F. L. WIAljCOTT: I am quite prepared 
to give Your Honour the opportunity to go home 
early but it seems as if some honourable members are 
not in favour of that %eing done because if they 
were in favour of it when the member for st. 
Thorn& was about to fix the &der Paper they would 
not have objected. I feel that at some time or other 
you must ~ v e  certain people a dose of their medicine 
and I intend to do that now. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Is the honourable 
member still speaking on the motion before the 
House l 

Mr. F. L. WBLCOTT: Yes, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPE'AKER: Otherwise I  rill 
put the qumtion. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I cannot see the wisdonl 
in objecting to the fixing of the Order Paper now. 
The senior member for St. Thomas does not propose 
to go on with any more Government Business and 
when we look at the Orders under Private Membe~'  
Business 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the hon~ourable 1 
member still speaking to the motion before the 
House ? 

Mk. F. L. WALCOTT : Yes, Sir. There are 85 
Orders under Private Members' Business on the 
Ovder Paper and, personally, I have a 1o.t of mtters  
on thk Order Paper which I would like to diwuss 
but I cannot get an opportunity yet to discuss any 
of them. What is annoying ~ne 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable 
member addressing the Chair or is he not? 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am being interrupted. 
We are asked to discuss an Address in the form of 
a &ply to a Message from the G o ~ r n o r  and that 
Address is not before the House in the usual form 
in which Replties to Messages from the Governor conlt 
before this House. I am not convinced that we 
should conider that Address at this late hour rather 
than fix the Order Paper. Members on the other 
side of the House have asked on previous occarsions 
that business should be completed at five o'clock 
and we on this side of the House have acceded to 
their request because in these days of sieamy 
weather if you have a comfortable home you do 
wish to get to it and have a little relaxation. For 
that reasoil I am quite prepared to have the Order 
Paper fixed now and let this proposed Address be 
dealt with next Tuesday. The discussion on this 
proposed A ~ ~ F T S S  cannot pws'bly be finished this 
evening because other members of my Party and I 
will be expressing our views on it before it is put to 
the vote. Let us have a look at Private Members' 
Business on the Order Paper. NO. 1 is an Address 
in Your Honour's name- 

recollection is that a motion of that nature is not 
put while a honourable member is speaking. Rule 
79 should only be exercised after several honourable 
members have been heard and there is no new argu- 
ment to be brought forward. Your Honour has sat 
in the Chair before 'but you are sitting there to-day 
as the result of the Speaker being absent from the 
island and I think that we should renaer you every 
assistance in your presiding over the deliberations 
and in upholding the dignity of this House and I 
again appeal to the enior member for St. Lucy, 
in the circumstances, to withdraw his motion. 

Dr. CUMMINS : On a point of order, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. I have been informed that the 
senior member for St. Philip is willing to have thte 
Address, of which he gave notice to-day, placed a the 
fir& Order under Private Members' Businass: at the 
next meeting. In view of that, I will proceed to fix 
the Order Paper. 

Mr. WARJD: asks for and is granted leave to 
withdraw his motion. 

Mr. SYMMONDS: On a paint of order. J 
would like have your d n g ,  Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, on this question. If  a memhr of this 
House is speaking on a subject and has not sat down 
can his speech be superseded by a motion that the 
question be put8 Your Honour has not given any 
ruling on that ~ o i n t  and the same thing may happen 
on some future occasion. 

TH;E; ADJiOURNMENT 

I The Order Paper being fixed, 
Mr. WARD: Mr. Deputy Speaker,-I move Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to move that this House 

that, in accordance with Rule 79, the question be I do now adjourn to this day week, Tuesday, 14th 
now put. 1 September, at  12 o'clock noon 

Mr. WILKINSON: I beg to second that. 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: A motion has been 

moved and seconded that the question ;be now put 
and it has been ruled on previous occasions in this 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEXE~:  I should just like 
to say, before we adjourn, that the senior member 
for St. Lucy was given permission to with- 
draw his motion; therefore, the point of order to 



which the junior member for St. George rose is 
purely academic. 

&fr. TUMA:l 4 'beg td second the motion for 
the adjournment of the House. 

Mr. C R A W F O m I  Before you q u t  the ques- 
tion, Sir, I ask I e h e  ;o have the Address relatihg to 
the p~oroqation of the Hotwe, of which I gave notice 
to-day p l ~ c e p  as the first brder-under Private Mem- 
bers' Bmiinhm at 'the next. meetnng. 

The leave is granted. + 
Mr. COX : I ask that Order No. 7 in  my name- 
Mr. DEPUTY SPE-ER: There is a mofion 

for the adjournment before t$e House. The qules~on 
is that this House do now adjourn until this-day week, 
Tuesday, 14th $eptember, 1948, a t  12 o'clock noon. 
Honourable members in favour will say "Aye7': 
those against will please my; "No." I think the 
'4Ayes'f have it. Tfik House now stapds adjourned. 




