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THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT).

SESSION 1947—48

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

 Tuesday, 14th Seplember, 1948
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 12 o’clock noon to-day.

Present:

" His Honour Mr. J. E. T. Brancker, (Depuly
Speaker), Dr. H. G. Cummins, Dr. J. A. LeV. WiL-
soN, Messrs. K. N. R. Hussanps, M. E. Cox, D. A.
Foster, R. &. Mapp, A. E. 8. Lewis, C. E. TALma,
H. D. Brackman, J. A, Hayxes, B.A., V. C. Gaug,
8 A. Wavcort, and J. H. WkinsoN, 0.B.E.

Prayers are read.

MINUTES.

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on
the Tth September, 1948, having been circulated are
taken ag read and confirmed.

PAPERS LAID.

> Y 2 H @. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—

T-have the honour to lay on the table of the House

“the following Papers:—

Report of the Conference of Prison Officers held
under the chairmanship of Mr. N. R. Hilton at
Hastings House, from the 30th April to 6th May,
1948kecommendations of the Conference of Prison
Officers.

NOTICES.

Government Noticeg are given ag follows:—

Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution to place the sum
of £4,350 at the disposal of the Governpr-in-Exqcu-
tive Committee to meet the cost of providing, furnish-
ing and equipping a new Police Station at Oistins.

" Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution to advance from
the Public Treasury the sum of £600 (to be subse-
quently refunded as a free grant under the pro-
visions, of the Colonial Development and Welfare
'Aet on the terms and conditions stated in the Message
from the Holiourable House of Assembly to His Ex-
celleney the Governor dated the 14th of December,

1943) to be placed at the disposal of the Governor-|.
in-Executive Committee to cover the cost of a course |-
of training in modern methods of Infant Teaching in

the United Xingdoni for the Inspectgr of Infants’
‘Methods in the Department of Education.

Dr. CUMMINS: Of my intention to move the
suspension of Ruleg 88 and 89 in order to deal with
to-day the Resolution for the snm of £600 relating
to a Course of Training for the Inspector of Infants’
Methods, of which I have just given notice.

Dr. CUMMINS: Of my intention to move the
House into Committee of Supply at its next meeting
to consider the other money Resoluiion, of which I
also gave notice to-day.

Mr. SmiTH enters the House and takes his seat.

Other Noticeg are as follows :—

" Mr. S. A, WALCOTT: Of the following Ad-
dress :— :

The House of Assembly

To o
. His Excellency the Governor

The House of Assémbly have the honour to re-
quest Your Excellency-in-Executive Committee to
make provision whereby the salary of Mr. George
MecDonald Carew, Postmaster for the parish of St.
James, may be paid to him during his absenee on
leave from the island on gy ecricket tour to India
representing the British West Indies, and express
their desire and willingness to provide any funds
necessary for this purpose,

Mr. 8. A. WALCOTT: Of my intention to move
later in the day for the passing of the abovemention-
ed Address.

Mr. COX: Of the following Address:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Ezxcellency the Governor

The House of Assembly beg to inform Your Ex-
cellency that since the retirement of Mr. A. J. Caddle
from the post of Head Messenger and Librarian ne
person hag been put to act in either of these positions.
The Assistant Messenger, Mr. Beresford Yearwood,
has consequently had extra dutieg to perform.

The House, therefore, request Your Excellency
to take the necessary steps to ensure that the Assist-

_ant Messenger be paid g sum not exceeding £5 which

amount was recommended by His Honour the Speaker
before his departure from the island.
Mr. MorTLEY enters the House and takes his seat.

QUESTIONS

Dr. WILSON: To enquire from  the senior.
member of the Executive Committee present in the

‘House af its next meeting :—
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Will the Government take the necessary steps to
enable financial assistance to be provided for em-
ployees of the Pumping Station and Postmen for the
purpose of helping them to obtain bicycles or other
means of transport?

Dr. WILSON: To enquire of the senior member
of the Executive Committee present in the Houge a’
its next meeting - —

1. Will the Government please state why the
recent recruitment of workers for the United States
was assigned to Mr. Fitz Herbert Bostic?

2. At what address did Mr. Bostic recruit these
workers ? o

3. Ig it a fact {hat people who are in a com-
paratively good position—owners of property and
motor cars—were recruited to the execlusion of un-
employed who are really in need of assistance?

RESOLUTION Re ALLOCATION OF THE

BALANCE OF STABILIZATION FUND TO

PRODUCERS OF FANCY MOLASSES AND
SUGAR.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr, Deputy Speaker,—I am
asking permission to move the suspension of Rule 60
in order that Order No. 2 under Government Business
may be taken as the first Order of the Day.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The application
would have to be made by the honourable member
in whose name the Order stands.

SUSPENSION OF RULE §0.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I1 ask
leave to move the suspension of Rule 60 in order that
Order No. 9 may be taken ag the first Order of the
Day.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber is granted leave to proceed.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Rule 60 be
suspended.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

The question thiat Rule 60 be suspended is put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 AND 89.

Dr. CUMMINS: I ask leave to move the sus-
pension of Rules 88 and 89 to deal with the Resolu-
tion for £600 relating to a Course of Training for
the Inspector of Infants’ Methods, .of which I gave
notice earlier to-day.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber ix granted leave to proceed. v

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move the suspension
of Ruleg 88 and 89 in order to deal with the Resolu-
tion for £600 relating to a Course of Training for
the Inspector of Infants’ Methods and that it be an
instruction to the Committée of Supply when the
House is in Committee of Supply to deal with this
Resolution.

Mr, BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

The question that Rules 88 and 89 be suspended
and that it be an instruction to the Committee of
Supply when the House is in Committee of Supply
to deal with the Resolution for £600 relating to a
Course of Training for the Inspector of Infants’
Methods is put and resolved in the affirmative with-
out division.

. Mr. Crawrorp enters the House and takes his
seat.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

~ Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order is
to resume Committee of Supply to consider the grant

‘would get hig fair share.

‘purely for propaganda purposes.
the Government and other members of the House, for

T

of sumg of money for the service of the Government.

Mr. DepuTy SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the
House resumes Committee of Supply, Mr. SmiTe be-
ing in the Chair,

SUBSIDIZATION OF RICE IMPORTED FROM BRAZIL.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Depuly Speaker,—The
first Resolution relates to the much talked-of subsi-
dization of rice imported from Brazil. I ask leave
to delete the word ‘‘ten” in line 1 of the Resolution
in order to insert the word ‘‘eighteen”, so that the
Resolution will now read as follows :—" Resolved that
the sum of Eighteen Thousand Pounds be granted
from the Public Treasury and placed at the disposal
of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to provide
for the subsidization of 550 tons of riece imported
from Brazil, and that the Legislative Council be in-
vited to concur herein and, if eoneurred in,

‘‘Resolved that His Exeellency the Governor be
asked to assent and take the necessary steps to give
effect to this resolution.” (Cheers). Before I re-
sume my seat I want to say that this rice is expected
here shortly, maybe in a day or two, and it is pro-
posed that when this rice is put into éireulation, the
B.G. rice will be withheld. "Phe reason for that step
is to give the Government the opportunity to build
up a stock-of rice. T beg to move that this Resolution,
as amended, do now pass,

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: I bez to second thab
motion and in doing so I am very pleased to see that
the Government hag realized that there is no rice
in the island. I have been making enquires from
several shopkeepers and they have {old me that the
people are not getting any riece. I am also very
pleased to know that the cost of this rice will be 6e.
instead of 9c. per pint,

Mr. HAYNES: 1T, too, want to congratulate the
Government on showing contrition for their formeér
stand in this matter. I think it has acted very wise-
ly in subsidizing this rice so that it can be sold at 6e.
per pint.

Dr. CUMMINS: I do not want to detain the
House but I should like to say that this has always
been the Government’s stand but it depended on the
quantity of rice in the island at the time.

Mr. MAPP: The Government has quite rightly
decided to send down for an additional £8,000 be-
cause, as the Acting Leader of the House hag said,
the B.G. rice, as was expected, did not arrive and on
that basis if is wise to bring down a Resolution for
£18,000 so that this rice from Bragzil can be gubsi-
dized to the extent that it can be sold at 6c. per pint.
This subject has been debated ad nausdam and I do
not want to prolong the debate much longer but I
am going to repeat, if I am alone in so doing, that
this additional £8,000 would be better spent in ration-
ing rice. In the Mother Country, goods in short supply
are rationed, so that everybody can get a fair share.
In Trinidad, rice is rationed, so that everybody can
get a fair share, In Barbados I will continue to argue
that instead of spending more money to enable rice
to be sold at 6¢. per pint, so that some people would

.get half-bag each and others would get 10 pints each
-and others again one pint each and others still would
get nome, it would be far better if we spent this.

money in rationing the rice so that each person
I will continue to preach
that. The Government hag seen fit to acecede to the
wishes of the majority of this House but in this in-
stance it doeg not mean, that the wishes of the majority
of this House are the wishes of the majority of the
people; that is to be clearly understood- This is
The members of
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their own reasons, ignore my suggestion but I am
convinced that it is the wiser thing to do; it would
be fairer and would be doing more justice to the in-
habitants of this island, if the Government spent, this
£8,000 in rationing rice. If that were done I am sure
that more people would be able to get rice than is at
present the case. That, I repeat, is my idea and 1
shall econtinue to preach it,

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before you put the ques-
tion, Sir, I think it is necessary to make one or two
observations in reply to the remarks of the last
speaker. He said that the £8,000 wou'd be better spent
in rationing rice, rath.r than subsidizing this riee
from Brazil to enable it to be sold at 6c. per pint. In
other words, if we spend £8,000 on a ration scheme we
can sell the rice at 9c. per pint; therzfore, the honour-
able member does not appreciate the fact that the

entire intention behind the suggestion that this rice

be subsidized to the tune of £18,000 is to place the
rice on. the market at the cheaper price of 6e. per

pint because it ig felt that that is the price which |
The whole tenor :

the people can afford to pay for it.
of the honourable member’s remarks seems to be that
thig riee is being put on the markei for a certain

section of the community and that the others will get
none of it. If that ig the case, why bother to sub- |
He has already been asked : ‘‘If this

sidize it at all?
rice is being put on the market for only the wealthy
class of people, why should the Government bother
to give the wealthy class £8,000 more? The mere fact
that the Government decided to subsidize this rice at
all showsthat the Government itself felt that something
should be dome to make the price as reasamable as
possible (Hear, hear) and the argumsent of the Op-
position wag that the Government did not sufficiently
appreciate the eondition of the people, was out of
touch with the sitwation as it really exists and that in
order to provide food for the people, it should go dar-
ther and bring down the price to 6¢. per pint; that is
what is being dome to-day. Rationing the rice, even

though it might guarantee a more equitable distribu- |

tion, would not.guarantee a cheaper price and it would

mean that the people would have to pay a higher |
price for the xice than they would pay if the rice

ig subsidized to the fullest extent,

The question that this Resolution, as amended, |

do now pass ig put and resolved in the affirmative
without divigion, :
COURSE OF TRAINING FOR INSPECTOR OF INFANTS’
METHODS.

Dr. CUMMINS: The next Resolution is for £600
10 eover the cost of a course of training in modern
methods of Infant Teaching im the United Kingdom
for the Inspector of Infants’ Methods in the Depart-
ment of Bdueation. This lady, Sir, has been selected

to attend .a one-year course of training in the United |
Kingdom ard this amount will be refunded under |

the provisioms of the Colonial Development and Wel-
fare Act. I beg to move that this Resolution do now

Mr. BLACKMAN: T beg to second that.

to remark, ag I do on every occasion when there is
ne copy of the Resolutiom that is being considered
‘before me, that I ean quite understand that the Gov-
ernment might find itself in the position of coming
late to the House 'with » Resolution but it certainly
-should have sufficient clerks in some office who could
type or cyclostyle a few copies for the members of

this House.

) Dr. CUMMINS: I think I should explain that
this lady has to leave the island in a few days’ time,
consequently we are asked to deal wifh this Resolu-
‘tion to-day.
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The question that thig Resolution do now pass is
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

On the motion of Dr. CuMMmiINs, seconded by Mr.
BrackMAN, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of two
Resolutions in Committee of Supply and asks leave
to sit again.

The House resumes and on the motiong of Dr.
CuMMINS, seconded by Mr. Tauma in eacn case, the
two Resolutions which were passed in Committee of
Supply are read a first and a second time and are
agreed to.

THE PUBLIC HEALTH BILL.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order is
to resume Committee on the Bill to consolidate and
amend the Acts of this Island relating to Publie
Health.

Mr. DeEpuTy SpEARER leaves the Chair and the
House resumes Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH be-
ing in the Chair.

Mr. GARNER enters the House and takes his seat.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman~—Honourable
membersg will remember that a few weeks 8go, when
we were considering this Bill, a few clauses were post-
poned and I propese to deal now with those clauses that
were postponed. The first I shall take is Clause 2¢
which reads ag follows:—

(1) Each Sanitary Authority shall keep proper
accounis of all moneys received, whether from the
Vestry of their parish or from any other source, and
expended by them. :

“(2) Such accounts shall be made up yearly to
the twenty-fourth day of March, or to such other date
as the Governor-in-Execative Committee may either
general or ih any special case direct, and shall be
audited as soon as may be thereafter by an auditor
who shall be appointed for the purpose by the Gov-
erner-in-Executive Committee.’’

This clause deals with the appointment of the
auditer by the Governor-in:Executive Committee”
and clanse 36 deals with the payment of the auditor
by the Sanmitary Awuthority. Heomourable members
will remember that the point was raised that if the
auditor is to be appointed by-the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee, he should be paid by the Govern-
ment and not by the Sanitary Authority and it was
on that ground that this clause was postponed. The
Governor-in-Executive Committee has agreed that
the auditor should be appointed by the Sanitary
Authority subject to the approval of the Governor-
in-Executive Committee; consequently I beg to move
that the words ‘‘for the purpose by the Gevernor-in-
Executive Committee” in the last line of sub-clause
2 of clause 24 be deleted and the words ‘‘by the
Sanitary Autherity subject to the approval of the
Glovernor-in-Executive Committee’’ substituted there-
for.

Mr. TALMA : T beg to second that.

The question that the words proposed to be de-
leted stand part of the clause is put and resolved in
the negative, the Chairman declaring that the ‘‘Noes”

} | have it.
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—I would just like {

The question that the words ‘‘by the Sanitary
Authority subject to the approval of the Gowvernor-
in-BExecutive Committee’’ be inserted in the blank is
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

The question that Clause 24, as amended, stand
part of the Bill is put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Dr. CUMMINS: In consequence of the post-
ponement of Clause 24, Clause 36 was also postponed.
It reads ag follows:—

““(1) 'The fees to be charged by an auditor for
his services under this Part of thi« Act shall be such
as shall be prescribed by Regulations made by the
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Director under thig section and shall be paid out of
the fund to which the accounts subject to the audit
relate,

‘“(2) Regulations under this section shall not comg
into force until they have been approved by the Gov-
ernor-in-Executive Committee.”

In view of the amendment to Clause 24 I do not
think that it is necessary to alter Clause 36 because
the auditor will be paid out of funds under the con-
trol of the Sanitary Authority. I, therefore, beg to
move that Clause 36 stand part of the Bill.

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I agree with the honourable
introducer of the Bill that thig Clause hinges on
Clause 24 but inasmuch ag Clause 24 has been so
amended that the position in respect of the appoint-
ment of the auditor remains as it is to-day, with the
exception of the appointment being wmade by the
Sanitary Authority subject to the approval of the
Governor-in-Executive Committee, I do not think
that the necessity for Clause 36 arises. I, therefore,
move that Clause 36 be deleted.

Mr. HAYNES: 1 beg to second the motion of
the senior member for the City.
Dr, CUMMINS: I cannot agree with the hon-

ourable member who has just sat down., 1f the Com-
mittee wants to delete the word: ‘‘Director’’ in line

3 of sub-Clause 1 it may do so but this Clause is |

merely to give the Governor-in-Executive the op-
portunity to regulate the fees that are to be paid to
the auditor. Honourable members will remember
that in connection with a previous clause dealing
with the appointment and payment of sanitary in-
spectors, it was agreed that the salaries of the in-
spectors should be subject to the approval of the Gov-
ernor-in-Executive Committee and I think that the
same prineiple is involved in' thig clause.

Mr. GALE: I really cannot see the necessity
for Clause 36 since we have amended Clause 24. At
present, a parochial treasurer is appointed subject
to the approval of the Governor-in-Executive Com-
mittee but the Governor-in-Executive does not fix
any salary for a parochial treasurer under any regu-
lations. If a Sanitary Authority is to appoint an
auditor subject to the approval of the Governor-in-

Executive Committee, it will make the. appointment
knowing that it is going to pay the auditor. ~ The

person is to be appointed subject to the approval of
the Governor-in-Executive Committee, not the salary.
I do not see that Clause 36 is necessary.

Mr. TALMA : Clause 24 deals with the appoint-

ment of an aunditor subjeet to the approval of the

Bovernor-in-Executive Committee but Clause 36 is
entirely different. It deals with the making of regu-
jations which would govern the services of an auditor;
so the two thingg are disconnected entirely. No
mention is made of regulations in Clause 24 but pro-
vision is made in sub-clauce 1 of Clause 36 for the
making of regulations to control the payment of an
auditor’s fees, regulations which, according to sub-
Clause 2, shall not come into force until they have
been approved by the Governor-in-Executive Com-
mittee. Both clauses are essential.  The Director
is to be the Iead of the Sanitary Authority and it is
he who should make the regulations, not the Gov-
ernor-in-Hxecutive Committee. The deletion of
Clanse 36 would make a mess of the matter of ap-
pointing and paying an auditor.

Mr. MOTTLEY: The senior member for Christ
Church would have honourable members believe that
if they delete this clause, they would deny the
Director the right to make regulatlons govermng the
payment of fees to an auditor. Now, what is the real
position?  As the junior member for St. Michael
pointed out, at present under the Vestries Act an

auditor is appointed and, invariably, the auditor of
the Vestry—it will be so whether you change
the Vestry to Mayor and Corporation or Borough
Couneil—is the auditor of the Sanitary Authority
and there are no prescribed regulations relating to
hig fees. These proposed regulations may entail the
payment to the auditor of feeg which may be too high,
especially when we take into eonsideration that at
present, an auditor audits the accounts of g Vestry
and its subsidiary Boards. Clause 24 allows
the position to remain as it is, only it goes
further and provides that the appointment of the
auditor ghall be subject to the approval of the Gov-
ernor-in-Executive Commitiee and that was done be-
cause the Governor-in-Executive Committee will be
providing some of the fundg of the Sanitary Author-
ity.  The auditor will be paid by the Sanitary
Authority; where, therefore, iy the mnecessity for
Clause 36? I agree with the senior member for St.
Thomas that if we. allow this clanse to remain we
will have to allow it to remain as it is but I contend
that the necessity for it does not arise at all because
it only deals with the making of regulationg under
this part of the Aet. Clause 36 was postponed be-
cause Clause 24 wag not finally dealt with but now
that Clause 24 has been amended and passed I do
not see the necessity for Clause 36.

Mr. TALMA: What surprises me is that the
honourable member does not realize that he answered
himself, because this part of the Aet merely
deals with the manner in which the payment
of an auditor’s feeg should be governed. This is a
new Public Health Bill whéreby you will have a
Director of Medical Services whom you never had,
and this clause is merely giving him the right to
make regulatmns governing the payment of an
auditor’s fees. But the honourable member is try-
ing to say that an auditor’s fees should not come
under the supervision of the Director; that the
Director should not have the right to ‘make regula-
tions to govern ihe payment of those fees. We all
know that auditors must be trustworthy people or
otherwise everything goes wrong:.

Mr. 8. A. WALCOTT: <Clause 24, before it was
amended, provided that the wppolntment of an
auditor should be made by the Governor-in-Exeeutive
Committee and in that case Clause 36 wag necessary
because if the Governor-in-Executivé’ Committee ap-
pointed an auditor, the Government would have to fix
the fees. But Clzmsn 24 has been so amended that
the Sanitary Authorlty shall appoint an auditor,
therefore Clause 36 is no longer necessary; the Sani-
tary Authorlty would have to fix the auditor’s fees.
The provision that the appointment shall be made
subject to the approval of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee is to ensure that a proper person ig ap-
pointed and hag nothing to do with the payment of
the fees. The Governor—m Executive 'Committee has to
approve of the person to be appointed but the Sani-
tary Authority has to fix the fees.

Mr. COX: I believe that honourable members
have lost sight of the real point at issue. I think
we should deal with Part 7 as a whole. When we
amended this Part of the Bill, we did so with the
intention that the Government should assist with the
necessary fundg in case a Sanitary” Authority is
not able to pay salaries which the Government would
like employees to receive and each of these sections
in Part 7 is contingent on the other. {Clause 24 deals
only with the appointment of an aunditor but inas-
much as the Government, ynder this Part of the
Bill, has to put up some of the money it is felt that the
Governor—m Executive Committee should have some
say in the fixing of the fees that are to be paid. Sub-
clause 1 of c'ause 36 says that the fees to be charged by

-
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an auditor for his servicesshall be sueh as shall be
preseribed by Regulations made by the Director
under this seetion and shall be paid out of the fund
to which the accounts subject to the audit relate.
That really means that the (overnor-in-Executive
Committee will have the power to fix the fees or 1o
say that the amount which has been fixed is sufficient
or not enough as the case may be. I do not see how
you can deal with clause 36 without considering that
Part 7 as a whole has been amended to allow the
Commitiee to assist those
Sanitary Authorities which are not in a position io
pay fees commensurate with the work to be done.

Messrs. ¥, L. Warcorr and SyMmoNDs enter the
House and take their seats.

Mr. MorrLEY asks for and is granted leave to
withdraw his motion.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move, Mr. Chairman,
that the words ‘‘by Regulations made by the Durector
under this section’’ in lines 3 and 4 of sub-c’ause
36 be deleted in order to substitute therefor the
words ‘‘by the Sanitary Authority subject to the
approval of the Governor-in-Executive Committee’’,
That will be more 1n conformity with clanse 24 as
amended.

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that,

Dr. CUMMINS: 1 accept that amendment,

The question that Clause 36, as amended, stand
part of the Bill is put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Dr. CUMMINS: I propose to take next clause
66, renumbered 64, which reads as follows :—

‘(1) If it appears to a Sanitary Authority that
the drainage of any land is insufficient they may
by notice require the owner of such land to make
such sucks, wells and draing as shall be sufficient
effectually to drain such land, and properly to fence
all wells and sucks so made.

““(2) The provisions of gection one hundred and

ninety five of this Aet with respect to appeals against,
and the enforcement of; notiees requiring the execu-
tion of works shall apqply in relation to any notice
given under this section:”

This clause was postponed in order that consid-
eration might be given to cases in which owners of
land may be called upon to sink wells and are not in
a position to pay for so doing. I beg to move that
clauge 66, renumbered 64, stand part of the Bill.

Mz, MOTTLEY* I beg to s2cond that and in
doing so 1 shou'd like to throw some light on the mat-
ter. After going carefully into this question I have
come to the conclusion that this claus~ is really
necessaty. In my gpinion this seetion must remain
in the Act but I feel that a Sanitary Authority should
be allowed to use its diseretion as to the payment of
the expenses incurred in cases in which the owners
of land are not able to pay for the digging and
proper fencing of Wells and if honourable members
feel disposed to make an amendment to that effect. ‘I
would be the first person to agree to it.. There are
many small peasants in this island through whose
land water from highways flows and sometimes set-
tles and you ean well understand that if they are
called upon to pay for digging wells to effectnally
drain such land, they cannot do it. The clause
should be in the Bill but the Sanitary Authority
should be required to bear the expenses or portion
of them '

S. A. WALCOTT: T quite agree that a
suck Well would be necessary for the sanitation of
the partlcular locality but I do not agree that a pet-
son owning a % acre of land should be required o
dig, at his expense, a well which may be draining 20
or 40. acres of land beIOnglmv to somebody else, Some
provision should be made in the Act whereby the

————,

Sanitary Authority should bear the expenses. I will
vote against this clause if an amendment is not made
to that effect.

Mr. SYMMONDS: I think that this Clause
will bear very hard'y upon small owners of land.
I do not think we can pass 1t as it i and I shall move
that it be again deferred in order that some pr0v1smn
be put in whereby g Sanitary Authority may, in case
they are satisfied that the owner of a piece of land
which offends in this respect cannot pay, dig a well
at their own expense. I am not inelined to vote for this
clause as it stands.

Mr. TALMA: I -endorse the remarks of the
senior member for the City because it would be ex-
tremely unreasonable for a Sanitary Authority to
compel people to utilize at their expenge their land in
a way which that Sanitary Authority thinks fit. I beg
to move that a proviso be added to sub-clause 1 of

‘clause’ 66, renumbered 64, ag follows:— ‘Provided

alWays that the expensss incurred therewith shall be
borne by the Sanitary Authority in Question.”
. MOTTLEY: I beg to second that,

M.r GALE: I am not. quite certain that the
honourable member’s amendment will meet the situ-
ation. Suppose a man had .a tr«emendous area of
land and the Sanitary Authority called ‘wpon him to
drain it, the drainage of that land would consider-
ably enhance the value of it, and I do not see why
the Sanitary Authority should have to pay for that
drainage. . I think that the clayse is a little bit
loose and that we had better consider it more thor-
oughly.

Mr. MAPP: What the honour&b‘e member who
has just spoken said is exactly what T was about to
say. The argument. about poor peasants, in this
case, does not strike me with much force, for the
snnple reason that this olause applies ‘to 'the big
owners of land (Voices: To everybody) and when
it comes to the question of drainage, improper drain-
age is more likely to be found on large traets of -
land. It is only fair that if the owner of the land
can stand some of the expenses he shonld be required
do so. I think it would be well if we do not tamper
with this clause; we may pass something which
would result- in puttmg a burden on a Sanitary
Authority when the owner could aﬁ_*ord to pay the
expenses himself,

Mr. MOTTLEY : L feel that the a.mendment Of
the senior member for Christ Church is the correct
thing. This does not apply to tenantries and areas
of that sert. There are instances in -which water
from adjacent lands settles on small portiong of land
because of the improper drainage of ‘the' latter—I
have an instance in mingd right now—and the Sani-
tary Authority has no power to call upon the owners
to drain those lands. - Provigion should be made
whereby the Sanitary - Authority could call upon
those persons to drain such lands; so as to prevent
thém becoming breeding-places for mosquitpes -and
nuisances to other people living in the particular
localities. It is not a question of going on land
sitnated at ~300 or 400 feet “from the road and
calling upon the owner to drain it but where land
a.djoinino« tenantries or lands of other people in the
area is so improperly drained as to cduse water to
settle on it and become g huisénee, it:is absolute!y the
correct thing for a Sanitary Authomty to call wupont
the owner of that land to drain it.’ Some of these
areas in which water settles are natural receivers of
water. Any nuisance which results from the set-
tling of that water can only be remedied by .tha
proper drainage of the land and. if a Sanitary
Authority wants to prevent that nuisance from con-
tinuing it should bear the expenses of draining
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that land. I fail to see how a Sanitary Authority
which bears the expense of draining the land of Mr.
X who may be a man of affluence is doing him a
favour if by so doing it is preventing a nuisance
from continuing,  What the Sanitary Authority
would be doing is improving the conditions in the
vieinity and making them conducive to better health.
I have gone carefully into the matter and I see the
absolute neeassity for leaving this clause in the
Bill. If a Sanitary Authority calls upon the senior
member for St. Andrew to so drain his land as to
make the surroundings condueive to good health,
then I say that that Sanitary Authority should bear
the expenses and that is why I am in agreement with
the amendment of the senior member for Christ
Church.

Mr. COX: Mr. (Chairman,—My opinion is that
this amendment is out of order beeause it will be
more or less creating a charge on the Treasury. But
even if you do not rule that it is out of order I should
like to say that I am mnot going to support it. If a
man has 4 acres of land and water which flows from
that land settles on a quarter of an acre of land
belonging to another individual ¥ fail to see why the
latter should be called upon to dig a well on his
land to earry off water from the land of the former.
Secondly, what are we proposing to do? Are we
going to take the money that is being collected from
the taxpayers as a whole and put it at the disposal
of persons who own large tracts of land and tenan-
tries? I will quoté an instance. I know an area of
land which has recently been offered for sale in lots
and people are purchasing these lots at very high
prices from tke individual who bought the land,
perhaps, at a cheap priee. On that land there is a
pond which is a huisance to the people living in that
area. Do you mean to tell me that after this imdi-
vidual has made so much profit out of this land,
you are going to turn around and ask the taxpayers
o subseribe towards the expenses of the drainage of
§t? It should be binding upon that individual to
drain his own land at his own expense. The Sanitary
‘Atighority should call upon that individual and say
to him: ‘‘This pond is a nuisanee and you have to
drain your land.”’ The expenses should be borne by
the owner of the land and not by poor people who
to-day have to pay taxes if they own houses of the
. value of $500 or $600. The junior member for S{t.

George talked about this clause imposing a hardship
on the small man but it goes farther than that. It
is not a question of helping the smalh man because
ihe small man does not own sufficient land to be
drained ; it is the land in the big tenantries which has
been sold at exorbitant prices that needs to be
drained. I repeat that if the amendment of the
genior member for Christ Church is passed, it will be
eveating g charge on the Treasury In the first place
and in the second place wou'd be helping people who
need np Melp at all. Certain people talk about the
bor when it suits them to do so. The honourable
rember’s amendment if it is passed would mean that
mevér mind how rich a man may be, never mind how
mueh land he has, if his land has been drained at
the request of a Sanitary Authority, the expenses
jneurred therewith must be borne by that Sanitary
‘Authority. I agree that the particular area would
be improved mnot only for the benefit of the

individual who owhs the land but for the benefit of’

the people residing in the partieular vicinity but I
also say that the individual should be called upon to
remove the nuisance and should bear the expenses
himself. T cannot see how it is reasonable to expect
th~ taxpayers as a whole to pay the expenses lncur-
red by an individual in digging a well to drain
his property, out of which, perhaps, he has made

=

handsome profits. If a person has anything of an
offensive nature on his premises, the Sanitary Author-
ity does not go in and say ‘‘Thig is a nuisance. I
am going to take it away and pay dor so doing!’’ No;
the Sanitary Authority goes in and says:—‘‘Get this
offensive matter away at once,’”’ and the person has to
get it away as speedily as possible and pay the
expenses.

Mr. TALMA: 1 rise to a point of explanation.
A Sanitary Authority buries many av offensive mat-
ter at its expense.

Mr. COX: I say that it is not fair to ask tax-
payers who are already hard hit to subscribe to the
expenses incurred by the type of drainage which we
envisage from this clause. As the junior member
for St. Thomas has pointed out, you are more likely
to have water settling on large tracts of landg than
on small spots of land; it is the former that needs to
e drained,—those tenantries which have been sold
out at exorbitant prices without proper roads aifd
proper drainage, although the Act says that tiiese
things should be first provided. The owners of those
tenantries should be called upon to drain their lands
at their own expense and the poor taxpayers should
not be required to further sweil the pockets of thoge
individuals.

Mr. TALMA: The honourable member who
Just sat down has made one or two points but I ain
afraid that he is too petty and insular. Ag long as
that state of affairs exists in this Chamber, things
will remain as they are. The henourable member
referred to temantries and to land that has been sold
in lots. This is a Government Bill which hag been
brought down in the interest of the health of the
people of this island. It is not a question of rich or
poor; it is not a question of providing something for
the rich and not for the poor. Rich and poor alike
live in this country and this Bill is something to
help the people of this is'and as a whole, This
clause is the substance of the Bill. How can we have
better publiec health if we cannot have wells dug on
lands that are natural settling places for water¢ This
is to help the poor people more so than the rich
because the rich live in surroundings where their
health is not so easily affected and those who can
afford it go away at regular intervals in the interest
of their health, There is no question of this being a
charge on the Treasury. If the amendment which I
have put forward is not accepted, then you may as
well do without this Public Health Bill. If there
is no enactment for compensation to be paid in a
matter of this sort, what is the object of having this
Bill? It would only be a waste of time, paper and
everything else. I want to say this further. Where
you find water lodging here and there it is resultant
from the act of God, not the act of man and if some
enlightened people can formulate a scheme like this
whereby provision would be made for the removal of
that water, where is the need for opposition to it?
T counsel honourable mlembers to pass this clause
with the amendment I have made, otherwise they
would be defeating the object of the Bill.

Mr. MOTTLEY: When I seconded the amend-
ment of the senior member for Christ Church I
would have thought that I would have to convinee
a person like the senior member for St. James
as to the necessity for it, not the senior member
for St. Michael but it is no fault of mine if he
cannot understand. He talked about persons who
caused the nuisances being made to bear  the
expenses of draining the lands but nobody causes
water to settle on his land to such an extent as
to create a nuisance; it is resultant from the aet
of God. Really T would expect to hear the senti-
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ments which have beem expressed by the senior
member for St. Michael come Ifrom the senior
member for St. James. The honourable member
seems to think that after this Bill has been passed,
Sanitary Authorities will drain lands belonging to
Lower Hstate or Bruce Vale but no such thing is
intended. There are places about this island which
are natura] receivers of water and nobody can stop
it and there is no authority at present to enable
Sanitary Authorities to drain them so as to prevent
them from becoming nuisances to the inhabitants in
the particular districts. When I suggested the post-
ponement of this clause on the last occasion T did so
because it appeared to me at the time that it would
create a hardship but after giving the maiter further
consideration I have come to the conclusion that it is
a necessary provision and should be in the Act. A man
might own a piece of land on which he cannot pre-
vent water from settling and there should be statu-
tory authority to énable a Sanitary Authority to
call upon him to dig a well and fence it for the
purpose of draining that land and the expenseg in-
curred should be borne by the Sanitary Authority.
I am sure that the senior member for St. Thomas
will see the wisdom in the amendment of the senior
member for Christ Chureh. Why should the ex-
penses be borne by the Sanitary Authority?
Because this is a Public Health Act dealing with
the health of the people of this Island. I can vis
ualize a number of these places where water settles
about this island being drained within a short

pariod after this Bill is passed and to talk abeut.

a man who owns } acre of land at the foot of Hillaby
being called upon to dig a well to drain the 4 acres
of land owned by his neighbour at the top
of Hillaby is, to my mind, begging the question.
Water finds its level and nobody can stop it from
settling in places which are natural receivers.

Mr. COX: Indeed I am not in the habit of
taking the senior member for the City seriously

because I have known him for many years now but |

I would like to tell him that when it comes to the
question of understanding I am in a positien to state
that there are many people who have a lot
of understanding but they use that understanding

to promote their criminal instinet even to the ex- |

tent of finding themselves in the box in the Chief
Justice’s Court sometimes. Ag I have said before,
I am not prepared to support this proposal that
the poor taxpayers of this island should pay for the
drainage ; of lemd which has been sold by people
who have made fabulous sums out of that land. I

go further and say that if there are cases in which

the individuals cemnet provide the means to pay

for the drainage of their lands, they should be

treated om their merits. We know that our re-
sources are limited and yet it is proposed that we

should take the taxpayers’ money and pay for the

drainage of land wherever it may be situated and
irrespective of whether the owner is a millionaire
or not. ' I am not going to vote for it.

Dr. CUMMINS: I appreciate the argument
that has been adduced on all sides. This is a mat-
ter of public health and the health of the public
must be protected. We eannot control the flow of
water; it flows where it wants to flow and it set-
tles wherg it wants to settle. Where it settles can
be a nuisance and I, Sir, am prepared to accept
the amendment of the .senior member for Christ
Chureh,

Mr. MAPP: There is just this I have to say,
Mr. Chairman. I suggest that the mover of this
amendment should be very careful, for thig reason—

Dr. CUMMINS: To a point of order. The
honourable member is out of order. I have already
accepted the amendment.

Mr. MAPP: 1 am not going over the whole
argument but you may be enhancing the value of
a man’s land by draining it. I am just asking the
senior member for ‘Christ Church to see that point.
It is true that no one can control the flow of water
but if a Sanitary Authority is to pay for the dran-
age of land, the extent of the payment should be
stipulated because the Authority may be emhane-
ing the value of the particular land tremendously
and land is not taxed on its real value in this coun-
try.

Mr. COX: There is a section in the nghways
Aect -~

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman~—Is this de-
bnte in order? I have already accepted the amend-
ment and is the continuation of this debate m
order?

Mr. COX: Mr. Chairman,—1I am going to read
scetion 30 of the Highways Act which is relevant
to this issue. It sgys:—

“30. (1).If the owner or occupier of land ad-
joining a lighway shall have or shall sink a well
thereon within 30 ft. of the highway, such owner
or occupier shall have a wall er other substantial
enclosure -erected around the same four feet high.
And any person failing to eomply with the provis-
ions of this sub-section or after receiving seven

_days notice from a Commissioner, Inspector, Super-
- intendent or other person, entrusted with the care,
- maintenance or repair of the roads of the parish,
- shall'ineur a penalty of 2/6 for each day after the ex-

piration of such notice during which any such well'
shall remain unelosed as aforesaid.”” '

At this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. DEpuTYy SPRARRR Te-:
sumes the Chair and adjourns the House until 2.45
p-m. in accordance with Rule 40 (a).

REPLIES LAID

On re-assembling,

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker -—] beg
to lay on the Table of the House the reply to questlon
No. 65, standing in the name of the hon. senior

;member for St. John, ahd the reply to guestion No.

71, standing in. the name of the honourable semor
member for St. Peter.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to lay the replies: to
questlons No. 60, standing in the name of the h0n~
senior mernber for St Mlchael

SUSPENSION

Dr. CUMMINS:
suspension of Rule 61 (a)
Government Business.

There being no objeetion, the hen. member was
granted leave to make the motion.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Rule 61 (a)
be now suspended. ,

Mr. TALMA seconded the motlon whlch was
agreed to.

OF RULE 61 (a)

I ask 1eave to move  for the
in order to contmue

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60

Dr. CUMMINS: Before we proceed with the
Order with which wé¢ were dealing before the ad-
journment, I ask leave to move for the suspension of
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Rule 60 so as to dea] with Order No. 2 on the Order
Paper—a Resolution to approve the allocation of
the balance of the stabilisation fund among the pro-
ducers of fancy molasses and among the producers
of sugar other than muscovado sugar.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
hon. member to make the motion.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Rule 60 be
now suspended.

Mr. TALMA seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

FANCY MOLASSES AND SUGAR PRODUCTION
RATES

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next order of
the Day therefore stands in the name of the hon.
senior member for Christ Church:—To move the
passing of the following Resolution :—Resolution to
approve the following allocation of the balance of
the stabilisation fund fixed on the 2nd of September,
1948, by the Governor-in-Executive Committee on
the advice of the Fancy Molasses ‘Control and
Marketing Board under the provisions of section 10
of the Barbados Faney Molasses Production and
Export Aet, 1937 :—

The balance of the stabilisation fund shall
be allocated among producers of fancy molasses
and among producers of sugar other than
muscovado sugar as follows:—

(a) among producers of fancy molasses at the
rate of .8990c. a gallon on every wine gallon
produced ; and .

(b) among producers of sugar other than
muscovado sugar at the rate of $3.6686 per
ton of sugar made.

Mr. TALMA: This is a Resolution to approve
the following allocation of the balance of the stabili-
sation fund among producers of faney molasses and
among producers of sugar other than museovado
sugar:—

(a) among producers of fancy molasses at the
rate of .8990c. a gallon on every wine gallon
produced ; and

{(b) among producers of sugar other than
muscovado sugar at the rate of $3.6686 per
ton of sugar made;

points with which hon. members will be conversant
and probably the matter needs little or no explana-
tion. However there is & memorandum here in these
files which will give all the necessary information as
to the method by which these figures have been
arrived at. This allocation has met with the ap-
proval of the Fancy Molasses Contro] and Marketing
Board which is comprised of parties who are in-
terested in this matter and who are conversant with
it. 'The matter is one which affects more or less those
who comprise the Board; it has been gone into with
the expert, Dr. Saint, and I expect little or no con-
troversy in connection with it. I beg to move that
this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. HAYNES: As a member of the Fancy
Molasses Control and Marketing Board T -beg to
gecond the motion. This allocation is in order and
therefore there is no reason why there should be any
controversy over it.

.. The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division. : .

-a teacher by 2
The Addendum to the Resolution sets out other

‘are kept clean without

THE PUBLIC HEALTH BILL.

Dr. CUMMINS: I ask leave, Mr. DeputY
SPEAKER, to revert now to Order No. 1, namely, the
Public Health Bill.

There being no objection, the hon. member was
granted leave.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When this Bill
was under consideration before the adjournment for
lunch, the House was in Committee on it.

Mr. Drpury SpEAKER left the Chair, and the
House resumed Committee on the Bill, Mr. Smims,

. being in the Chair.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House was in

' Committee on this Bill before the luncheon adjourn-

ment, we were considering Clause 66, renumbered 64.
The amendment was agreed to.
The question that Clause 66, renumbered 64, as

- amended stand part of the Bill was put and resolved

in the affirmative without division.
Dr. CUMMINS: The next Clause with which

we have to deal is Clause 87, re-numnbered 85, relative
to public elementary schools. In pursuance of the

suggestion of the hon. senior member for St. Peter,

T beg to move that the words ‘‘whenever necessary’”

oecurring in line 2 of Sub-clause (1) be deleted.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second that.

The amendment was agreed to.

The question that Clause 87 re-numbered 85 as
amended stand part of the Bill was put and resolved
in th affirmative without division.

Dr. CUMMINS: The next Clause to be dealt
with is -Clause 88, re-numbered 86. I beg to move
that after the word ‘‘filth’’ occurring in line 6, the
following words be inserted: ‘‘and for keeping them
in a clean, inoffensive and sanitary condition”; and
that from the words ‘‘The teacher’’ occurring in

line 6 down to the words ‘‘sanitary condition” in
line 10 be deleted. The idea is that the burden of

keeping all sanitary conveniences of the school in a
clean, inoffensive and sanitary condition shal] not be

‘on the teacher; but it shall be the duty of the

Sanitary Authority to make provision for the cleans-
ing of these school premises.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to second those amend-

‘ments. This Clause was debated and honourable

members will appreciate the amendments which have
been made. If the Clause had been passed as it was,
1t would entail even the imposition of a penalty on
Police Magistrate for not
seeing that the sanitary conveniences of a ~school
. giving him a janitor
to keep them clean. Just as the Sanitary Commiss-
loners in the past were responsible for keeping earth
closets on school premises in order, so the Sanitary
Authorities are responsible for keeping these sani-
tary conveniences clean. A head teacher should not
be responsible for keeping sanitary conveniences on
the water-borne system clean; with about 700 or 800
children who cannot help themselves properly at-
tending school, great nuisdnces wiil be created per-
haps without the knowledge of the teacher, and it
is therefore felt that the responsibility for keeping

- these sanitary conveniences in order should be that

of the Sanitary Authorities. Someone may argue
that this will entail greater expense but such ex-
penses as are shown can be provided for in the

Estimates and suitable people will be appointed

to keep these sanitary conveniences clean.

The amendments were agreed to. . :

The question that Clause 88, renumbered 88 as
smended stand part of the Bill was put and re-
s~lved in the affirmative without division.

g f
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Dr. CUMMINS: Clauses 97 to 108 dealing
with streets were also postponed and I propose to
deal with them one by one. Honourable members
will remember that there was a difference of opinion
on the question of streets -belonging to private in-
dividuals - or - otherwise- -and - suitable - amendments
have. been. made. In. connection with- Clause 97,
renumbered 95, I beg to move the: following -amend-
ments: that in lines 1 .and 2 of Sub-Clause - (1)
the words ¢‘ (mot being a street repairable by a High-

way Authority)’’ be deleted and the words ‘‘ (wheth-
er located in.a.. privately-owned tenantry or not)
which is not.a:street repairable by-a Highway Au-
thority;’’ that in line 3 of Sub-Clause (3) the words
‘“‘and . if the .Gevernor-in-Executive Committee ap-
proves” be inserted.after the words.‘‘think fit’’, and
that from the words ¢‘togethen . with interest’’- down

to the words /‘completion .of the ‘works,” occurring |

in.lineg §, 6 and.7.be deleted. .If we agree to the
amendment to, Sub-chause: (1) of this. Clause then
108, will bave to be deleted. . Both Clauses deal with
tenantry roads, . prryza,tely-owned~ tenantries -and
v;,llege, ‘roads, and Clayse; 108, deals. distivetly ‘with

a,t,ely owned JAepanirips.- We hava: bridged the
dl culty. by the amendment to Sub-clause (1) of
Clanse 97 . and copsequently, there -will -not- e ‘any
nged for ¢lause 108.: In connection- -with-the:repair.of
the streets whether, they are located-in privately-owmd
ed tenantries or not, the, Sanitary Authority ean eall
upon the owners of those streets. to: put them in -3
state, of xLepair. . As ;egaxds Sub.clause: (3),14n-case

the repairof a strest became, @ wcharge egaimst-a

u1tier1:y tJn ,expegn&esL in gonnection. with the:nepair
d_originally become a charge againgt. the property.
together with, interest., We, havye, removed. the guess

tion of interest albogether Aand left the matter {o-the

Governor-m—Executlve Committee . . who-will. decide
as to how-much and Who should pay for the repair
of the streets. - e oY

‘Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to seoond those
amendments. -

Mr: 8. A, WALCOTT This Clause was post-
poned-because it was con§1dened that its provisions
‘were too hard, and the bnly improvergent which, has,
been made by’ the a,mendmeqts is that the,5%. interest.

on the debt, whichhall be diie to the Sanitary Auth(:g. ,

ty-to the-owher of 4 premises hag been taken off. If
streets in’ pmvately-owned tenantries need repalrm,,
the Sanitary Awuthorities ean be called in to “do
the job and the money apportioned among the_differ-
«ent. owners;:therefore no-relief is granted to these
people-.at - alL 1 iconsider-that -that would be very
‘hard on .owners.of tenantries. I see that some mem-
berg are laughing,” but Mr. Chairman, what ¥ am
saying is @ fact. .. The tenantry -roads are now being
rwed(byvgmnts from the.Government and if thie
Clause ig passed: as:it ispthese: grants ean be stopped
and eaoh man.qan be.callediupon to stand: his.part.of
the. repairs: which.aresto-be rdone. : ‘I will:gertainly-
oppese that., (Mr., MOTTLEY : Clause 102-covers:
that).. ;,Cbat only - cavery aneshalf-of . the expensex of
the, repairs;.and, ope-half of the expenses: of repairing:
some.of thesg,moads will caxny: away.somer of- the smalli
owpers, proparties. L.t honpupable members be.told:
what it costs:the Road Beard, to repair cmile;ef
road ; 1 repeat, that, the repairg-of some of these-reads
will carry away some of the gmall people’s propertias.
Mr. MOTTLEY : I was responsible for having
thls seetion, of the Bill dealing with streets postponed,-
ang. honoura,'ble ‘members. . will have to.read from
Clause 97 down, to. Clause 108 and then read: the.
amendmaats 80 -as to appreciate the point which has
been made by the honourgble senior member for St,
James. The ‘Sanitary ‘Authority will have. to be

given some power to be able to bear all ,the_expenses
of these repairs if the necessity for that arises. I am
supporting the amendments as they are from Clause
97, renumbered 95 down to ClauSe 107, renunibered
105. Clause 108 will 'have to be deleted that Clause
gives separate and distinet powers to persons who
own puvate tenantries ag against persons who own
langd runping through villages. Tt was felt that just
as the Sanitary Authority can ge into-the villages and
repair the roads, they-should also-have power to call
upon:..people who . .own . private tenantries -with no

 proper.roads, to repair the roads and if they are-not

repaired within g tértain time, - the Sanitary
Authority should be. able to repair them: Henge it
was ; considered advisable to delete- Clause 108. On
the other hand, the hon. senior member for St. James
has drawn to the attention of the :Committee the
mafter of the - expenses:in. .repairing roads under
Clause- 97... That :Clause - says that - the Sanitary
Authority may call apon people to repair the roads
or they may repair them and the question of interest
relative to the expenses incurred by the Sanitary
Authority which will have to'be paid by the cwners of
the premises has been remoyed,,.-What ewery-
bedy' ‘wanted - wag that - the Sanijtary. Authority .

shoutd have -the power to. say that mnone of these

people-ean’ pay - these expenses dnd therefore the.

Senitary Authority should pay them. .Clanse 102

says this:—<“A Sanitary Authority, if they think. fit,
may at any time, either before commencing any
works which they are. autherised to execute under
section one. hundred-of this, Ast..or-after the com-
pletion of such works, repolve to\contribuse a portion
not exceeding one-half of the expenses of any such
works, . or , pesalve, upon motion: carried. by-not-less
than two-tmrds of .the- whale numbenof members-of
the, LSami;ary ~Authority,. to egntribute any:: greates
portmn or the whole of such expenses out of the -
rates.” S e cft TmeIg0 0f 1
~ There is a proposei amandmnﬁ vto that:Clause,
namely,. .the _insextion of -théywords ‘‘and if the
Governor-in-Executive Cgm.nm&ee, approves’” ifter
the words ‘‘think fit’” occurring in line I. If that
amendment is ingerted. do nos think:that any harm
can be done. The position will be that the Sanitary
Authority may, subkject.. to the approwal of the
Governor-in-Executive Committee, pay al] the ex-

(,..4:‘.

| penses.or they may not.pay all- e&thean and. I do not

yeg, that. -there iy mrong with thati -1 .amv
supportmg ‘these azp,enquuts, becange the Sanitary:
Authorlty al:argmen aicentain. amoum-of power and
it is all. with the...approval. ofy;; the:: Governor-in-
E‘xecutlve O’ommlttee If you sk this: Clause care-
fully, you cannot getrout of sayieg that! in this pan-
ticular cagse, the. Sanitary.Authority should be the.
people to say how these expemses-ara:torbe-apporw
tioned; and the individuals in any particular area
haxe. the right.of appeal. ;I.repest; that with:these
amendments, with - Clauge 108, deleted; and: with the -
same Regulations as would applyrsa-certain indididuals
applying; to large tenaniry owwerse-that-is the .con-
reat . thing. .The Sanitary Anthority;;ean: call npon
th,e;n to.xepair the roads and: they, have the right to
apportion the.expenses: You eannch say- that they.
must bear, all..the - expensesc » Any Government ean’
say that,a landlord.is getting so mueh money out of::
his tenantry. and: thereforeshecan repdinthe vonds, and
whereyer. the . Sgnitary: Amthority find it: necessary;
they must call.upen . people 4o-pay. Where:there are
smgll tenaptries and the regdsiare: yoafdsin: gommonis
there.is no.yeason at all;why: the Gewernment shouid:
not bear the entire expense of repairihg the roads
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where people are unable to pay for repairing them.
I am bound to agree with these amendments as they
are; I cannot see how this Clause can be amended in
any other form so as to suit loca] conditions. I think
the amendments will meet all the objeetions which
have been raised by hon. members.

The amendments were agreed to.

The question that Clause 97, renumbered 95, as
amended stand part of the Bill was put and resolved
in the affirmative without division.

Dr. CUMMINS : With regard to the next Clause,
the amendment proposed is the substitution of the
words ‘‘sitting in its appellate jurisdiction” for the
words “or a Judge thereof” oceurring in line 6 of
Sub-clause (2). That amendment was decided upon
in respect of former Clauses and I do not think that
that needs any argument.

‘At this stage, it now being 3.30 p.m. Mr. DePuTY
SPEAKER took the Chair and stated that it was now
time for the consideration of Private Members’ Busi-
ness. j

ORDER NOT PROCEEDED WITH

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order of
the Day under Private Members’ Business stands in
the name of the honourable senior member for St.
Philip :—To move the passing of an Address to His
Fixcelleney the Governor. re the Prorogation of the
House. : Co e e R

ADDRESS RE PAYMENT OF MR. G. M. -
CAREW’S SALARY DURING HIS
ABSENCE ON CRICKET TOUR

Mr. 8. A WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
I ask leave to proceed with the Address of which I
gave notice earlier today, as the first Order of the
Day wnder Private Members’ Business.

There being no objection, the honourable member
was granted leave to proceed.

Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
The Address reads as follows :—

The House of Assembly
To

His Excellency The Governor

The House of Assembly have the honour to re-
quest Your Excellency in Exeentive Committee to
make provision whereby the salary of Mr. George
McDonald Carew, Postmaster for the Parish of St.
Jamies, may be paid to him during his absence on
leave from the Tsland on a ecricket tour in India
representing the British West Indies, and express
their desire and willingness to provide any funds
necessary for this purpose.

I do not think that this Address needs much
debate. There is an Addendum to the Address and
it supplies any information which honourable mem-
bers would require. The Government has done 4ll
that it can possibly do for this Officer but the Civil
Service Regulationg only allow his locum tenens to
be paid 6/- per working day. This Officer is on leave
all right but the Regulations do not allow him to be
pdid anything for the time when he is away. I
think that he can be considered as an ambassador and
T do not think that he should be made to suffer for
being -called upon to represent the West Indies in a
cricket tour to India. I hope that this Address will
be passed unanimously; it asks the Government to

send down a Resolution to pay this Officer his salary

3

during the period of his absence from the island.
It will cost the Government £75. I do not think that
{here is anything more which needs to be said on tiis
matter. I beg to move that this Address do now pass.
Mr. WILKINSON: I beg to second that. I do
not think that I need add very much more to what
has already been said. My colleague has circulated
copies of this Address to honourable members and 1
am sure that everybody will agree that this Officer
should not suffer through going to play cricket in
India. :
Mr. LEWIS: I must say it is regrettable that it

'is necessary for an honourable member to bring: for-

ward an Address of this sort so as to settle what one

would regard as something of a domestic affair in the

employment of Government servants. I congratulate

the honotrable senior member for St. James on having -

copied the example of the Government and offered
an Addendum to this Address. Of course he is look-
ing after the interests of his constituents. (Mr. S. A.
‘Wiarncorr: Which I should do). I think that if the
Govérnment can recommend that £5,000 of the tax-
payers’ money be taken out of the Treasury for the
purpose of building a cricket pavilion and putting a
wall around the ground and making preparationg for
the English ericketers who were coming out here, the
same Government should be sufficiently minded after
they have provided thig recreation ground and showed
a keen interest in the game, when the inhabitants of
the island take to the game and become sufficiently
proficient as to represent the West Indies, the same
Government should give sympathetic consideration to
this matter. I personally regret very much that this
matter could not have been settled in a different way.
While I agree that this is an Address to the Governor-
in-Exxecutive Committee, the fact remains that the
Governor-in-Executive Committee have apparently
?aken a decision in the matter already. My opinion
is that some Government spokesman should be here
now to inform the House of the facts on which they
have arrived at a decision. T see that a
relative of the person involved is going to
act for him and she will receive a part of the
salary. I wonder if the honourable mover of the
passing of this ‘Address has in mind that the full
salary must be paid to the substantive holder of the
post. I should like to know that because if we insist
on that, perhaps the Government might make other
arrangements with regard to the acting appoint-
ment. T repeat that it is regrettable that I should
have to vote .on this matter, a matter on which the
Governor-in-Executive Committee have - apparently
taken a decision, without hearing from the Governmerit

| spokesman the reasons for which they have arrived -

at their decision. T do not know exactly for what
I am voting now; if I vote for the full salary to be
paid to the substantive holder of the post, the Gov-
ernment might make further arrangerients for the
acting appointment. The faet remains, however,
that they have taken a decision which, on the plain
reading of the Regulations, they feel will satisfy
the ends of justice. I regret that T shall have to
vote on this matter without hearing the Govern-
ment’s point of view because T am pledging myself
to support anyv Resolution which might come down
to this House to make good this money, and then I
might hear an argument which might cause me to
change my opinion: This is a case in which some argu-
ment ss regards compensation has been made but there
are other cases in which T understand no compensation
change my opinion. This is a case in which some
arrangement as regards compensation has been made
but there are other cases in which I understand no

3
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compensation whatever hag been paid to peopie’s
family as a result of their being out of the island on
a similar mission. However, I have nothing more to
say about the matter because I am definitely of the

- opinion that nobody should be made to suffer as a

result of going on the mission for which thig young
man has been selected. Of course, there is always
the opportunity for a person to refuse to go on such
2 mission and to place the colony in the position of
-not having the best player selected as a result. We
must lose gight of that fact. ) ]
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question 1s
that this Address do now pass. Honourable mem-
bers in favour of that will please say ‘‘ Aye”, those

_against will please say “No”’. I think the ‘‘Ayes”

have it. I will ask the honourable mover and sec-
onder to present this Address.
Mr. S. A. WALCOTT: Ag Your Honour pleases.
Mr., WILKINSON: Ags Your Honour pleases.

APPOINTMENT AT SPEIGHTSTOWN BRANCH
LIBRARY DISCUSSED ON MOTION FOR
~ ADJOURNMENT

Mr. F, L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
T beg to move the adjournment of the House for five
minutes in order to discuss a matter of public im-
portance. The matter which I want to bring to the
notice of the House is in relation to an appointment
that has been made at the Speightstown Branch
Tibrary. An advertisemient calling for applicants
was inserted in the Press and I shall read that ad-
vertisement to the House.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I observe that there
are only ten honourable members present and I ask
the Clerk to have the Bell rung. ' .

The Bell having béen rung, a quorum wag again
‘obtained. ’ ‘
© Mf. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
-meniber may proeeed. , : R
 Mr.F. L. WALCOTT: The advertisement reads
ag follows:—

‘ PUBLIC LIBRARY

NOTICE

Applications are invited for the post of Clerk-
in-Charge of the Speightstown Branch Library.

2. Appointments will be made subject to the
candidates being passed as medically fit for employ-
ment in the Public Service, and will be on two years’
probation. The minimum educational standard which
will be aceepted is a pass in theiCambndge Local
School Certificate or similar examination of equiva-

© lent standard. The ability to type would be an

-advantage. ) . .

3. The salary attached to the appointment is
at the rate of £75 per annum for the first two years,
then at the rate of £90 rising by annual increments
of £7 — 10s. to £150 per annum. In addition a
temporary Cost of Living Allowance is at present
‘payable.

" 4. Applications should be made on forms ob-
tainable from The Public Library and The Branch
Library, Speightstown and must be returned to
The Public Librarian not later than August 14, 1948.

‘5. The successful applicant will be required
4o assume duty on September 1, 1948.

By order of The Trustees,
D. A, WILES,
Publie Librarian.

" Tt has been drawn to my attention that a lady
‘hag been appointed to this post and she does nat
possess the minimum qualification that has been

asked for in this advertisement. I want to make it
clear that there were other candidates who applied
for thig post and those candidates possess the Cam-
bridge Local School Certificate. It should be forei-
bly drawn to the notice of the Administration or who-
ever ig responsible for making these appointments
that in making these appointments, especially in an
island like Barbados where you have a large
number of people unemployed, you have to
be very careful that you stick rigidly to
the advertisements. I say that for this reason:
there are lots of people who could have applied for
this post, people who have experience in this line
of work, but they did not apply for the post because
they do not possess the minimum qualification which
had been asked for in the advertisement. There is

-a lady who was acting as Librarian at the Speights-

town Branch Library, and I presume she wag act-
ing efficiently, for a long number of years; she did
not apply for the post because she did not pos-
sess the gualification asked for, and now we find that
in spite of candidates who have the qualification
making application for the post, a young lady who
has not got the minimum qualification has been
appointed! I raise this question because I think that
we, as representatives of the people, should make
our position clear. When there is an appointment to
be made, we are not telling the Administration or

any Department whom they should appoint by any

means : but what we should persist in is this: if they
insert an advertisement in the Press stipulating the
qualifications which they want for the holding of a
post and people with those qualifications apply for the
post, then it is their bounden duty to make the ap-
pointment from among those people, unless they
are going to feel that the people with the qualifications

cannot, come up to the standard which is required

and in that case the post should be re-ad-
vertised. I do not contend that-the holder of this
post .must possess a School Certificate, but if those
who possess this Certificate: did not measure up to
the required standard, then it would be the duty of
the persons responsible to re-advertise the post. If
you stipulate qualifications for the holding of a
post in an advertisemeni and you do not make the
appointment from among those candidates who
apply for ‘the post and who possess those
qualifications, then. that would be breaking
faith with the people. I repeat that many people
who would have applied for this job people who are
capable of filling it, have not applied for it because
they thought it was incumbent upon them to have this
minimum eduecational qualification. What worries
me—I do not know if any information went out—
is that some people without any qualification at all
were called in for an interview; that was drawn to
my attention. I know that none of the members of
the Executive Committee is anything to do with this
matter because this is an administrative appoint-
ment; but we, in this House, must draw these mat-
ters to the notice of the Administration. When
things are going wrong we have to make our voices
heard in the interest of the people whom we repre-
sent. I make no apology for raising this question
on the floor of the House thig afternoon because if
we are not careful in so far as appointments in this
island are concerned, we will pass a lot of money,
we will agree to do certain things and it will be left
to people to give jobs to whoever they like by way
of favouritism. I cannot subseribe fo that sort of
thing. If a person is my friend and he applies for a
job for which the qualifications are stated and he
has not got those qualifications, then he must stand
down and wait until a job which he can fill turns
up. I feel that it is hard on those people who do
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not possess the qualification asked for in tais ad-
veriisement and who did not apply tor this job, to
‘hear that someone who 1g 11 tae Same position as
they are 11, without the qualification, has been given
the Job. You may say tnat a person is not suitable
‘for a job from his theatrical appearance, and, un-
forunately, that goes a long way in this island; but
if' he has the brdins for doing a job there should
pot be any question as to how he might appear.
‘I strongly deplore this appointment; I have nothing
against the appointee but I am against the method
by which the appointment was made. If this appoint-
‘ment were in ordeér the matter would not have
‘been drawn to the attention of this House; this is
‘one of the things which we have to strike at when-
‘ever they oceur. It is only by accident that I

‘know about this matter because I am net an in-,

quisitive person. I happen to hear someone wishing,
‘anothér person goodbye and I discovered that this
lady was appointed to fill this post. 1 cannot under-
‘stand how anybody putting this advertisement in the
Press could decide to appoint the person who has
been appointed. Nobody .would feel pleased if his
child who possesses this gualification applied for this
Job and was not appéinted while somebody else who
hag not got the -qualification is appointed.
It does appear ag 4f favouritism has been
shown where thiz. appointment - ig concerned
because you would wonder how anybody who did
not liave the qualification had the nerve to apply
for this job and then it ig given to her. This
appointee was doing another job, gave it up and is
now a probationer-in this job for two years. ‘The
salary is £75 per annum’ for the first two years and
then it will be at the rate of £90 rising by annual
Increments of '£7. 10s.-to £150: per annum, andih
temporary Cost-of Eiving - Allowance i payable.
This appointee starts at the same salary as that ‘st
which Oivil Servants start. Tt'is more or less a
Civil Service appointmént.. To appoint a person
who has not got.the " quulification ¢ Whiéh has beén
asked for ds, to my wmind,” unfesirable.- I do not
think it is necessary for me o tse any strong
Janguage in saying that' thi§ is ‘a deplorable stdte
of affairs; my object in bringing the matter to the
attention of the House is that the Administration
should make an alteration in respect of this appoint-
ment and let an advertisement be inserted in the
Press so that everybody will have a chance of ap-
plying for this‘job. T do not want a thing of this
sort to occur again. I have drawn the attention
of this House by way of questions to other appoint-
ments and T -have” received pious replies as to
-suitability and so forth. I would cause  this
House to shudder thig afterncon if 1 told it
of people’ who were suitable for appointments but
‘who have not been ‘appointed for certain reasops. I
-believe that the approprinte occasion will come
when I will " be ‘able’ to mention particular
justances in detail. ‘This appointmeni—I ecan read
the advertisement again if honourable members so
desire—is, to my 'mind, one of the worsi that have
taken place in this island for 'a long time. T have
‘heard of bad cases, but this is a bad one multiplied
by any figures at all, T think we should allow the
‘Adniinistration to know that we cannot countenance
these things. S :

Mr. HUSBANDS: I do not want to go over the
-points which have been made by mv colleague, but T
must eIl this House that thig matter has oceupied
my mind for some time and I have made some 6fficial
enquiries about it. T do not see how this Government,

post would invelve

gible- for ‘making. - this

]

qualification is required and then go out of the way

to ‘appoint somebody who does not possess that
 qualification. Although I am not one of those persons
. who would put undue emphasis on the passing of

examinations, yet I should like io point out—I was

L at pains to do it in making my enquiries—that there
| are.many persons who would have applied for this
. job but baving noticed that the advertisement called
“for certain qualifications, they did not apply. I feel
-that the Administration was unfair to those people

who were shut out. I have nothing personal against
anybody-but I do feel that if this individual has been
considered as being eapable of serving in this post,
many of* those -persony who “possess the schodl
Certificate. dré "such 'as might benefit equally as
much or more than this individual under any pro-
posed system of training ‘thdt may - have to be
undergone. For that reason I paiteiularly pointed
out when I made my enquiriés that this ' acting
appointment was very unfair. I was told that this
applicant was subjected to an intelligence test
but T have not heard of any holder of the School
Certificate being subjdeted to any such examination.
I do not see that a certain qualification should be

‘calfed for in the advertisement and then somebody

who Has niot got that qualification should be appointed

'to’ the’ post. * T thérefore join with my colleague in

probesting' against’ this appointment.
"' Mi CRAWFORD: “Béfore 'the honocurable
member takes his seat I would be glad if he would
read the adyertisement of which he complaing,
My, DEPUTY SPEAKF;@,:« Is the honourable
member acceding to that requesty - - T -

Mr. HUSBANDS: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I
can read it. . R N

The advertisement was read.

Mr. HUSBANDS: The minimum educational
qualification was a~pass in: the -Cambridge TLocal
School Certificate or similar examination of. equiva-
lent standard and it 4 known that-the individual
who has been given the appointment does not possess
that minimum qualification. -In making my official
enquiries T was told that none of the candidates who
pessess the School Certificate was considered eligible

for the job but this particular individnal was

subjected to an iptélligence test and -was considered

.eligible for the post. What is peculiar about the matter

is that T have not been told that any of those candidates

‘who' possess the School Certificate was subjected

thi‘ng like a test. ‘As far as I know, the candidates
were interviewed and told what the dutiss of the
but- nothing else. No other
candidate was subjected to this test. That is my
information and I think that those who are respon-
appointment shou'd have
stubjected. the holders of the School Certificate to this

intelligence test as well. If that had beén done I

would have said that the holders of the School Certi-
ficate may have failed in this test. Whereas some appli-
cants were interviewed in the country others were
ihterviewed in Bridgetown. ‘I do feel thai the Ad-
ministration heeds to review thiz matter and ‘T beg

%o gecond the motion for the adjournment m@d‘e by

my ‘colleague. ‘

" Mr. CRAWFORD: T merely want to make a
few observations ‘on the matter. To begin with, the
Government has nothing at all to do with this ap-
pointment. (Mr, MOTTLEY: Are you defending
the Govérnment?) This is a guestion for the Trus-
tees of the Public Library; they are in charge of the
Library and thev were responsible for the appoint-

can advertise a post, make it known ‘that a certain mer{t; S}lo‘l'ﬂy after th?, atppointmgnﬁ was madg, twb
- - - e e, Y { o . ‘

- l‘i,
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or thrze people from St. Peter came to me protesting
against the way 1 which it was made and saying that
the person appointed was unpopular. A few days
later a letter appeared in the Press making a similar
protest. I discussed the matter with one of the
‘Lrustees of ihe Library and he told me that nobody
who made any protest understood the advertisement,
because the Trustees had been very careful m wordung
the advertisement which was sent to the Press. The
advertisement called for somebody who possesses the
School Certificate or similar qualification of equiva-
lent standard. In other words, this Trustee told
me that they were very careful not to say, as has
been endeavoured to be emphasised by - previous
speakers, that  the only” qualificatfon tor holding
this post was the possession of a Sechool Certifi-
cate. "I’ suppose the Trustees had in mind
that they may not get the person whom
they wanted or had already selected without the
School Certificate and they were very careful to
word the advertisement where the qualification is
concerned so that any protest would have to-be made
on grounds outside the fact that the person who'is
appointed is not the holder of-the School Certificate.
It is highly- gosmble that 5 case ean ‘be made out on
other grOun bt at the same '$imé 1 want the
House to a,pprec1ate that the Trustees of the Library
were shrewd or careful enough not to do what they are
now being accused of doing.' The hoourable junior
member for St. Peter said that, aeébrdmg to ‘the
advertisement, a certdin’” quahﬁe*atlon was' reqmred
and that' this person who ‘liag beed' appointed’ does
not puséss that fualification. © What ‘is 'the qualifi-
cation¥—The School 'Certificate or its equlvsilent and
in so’far as the equivalént iy conkertied, thal is'a
matter which I présume the Trustees ‘of ‘the lerary
left to theémselves to judge.’ That i what' they did.

I madé it'my business to discuss' thiy mattér’ Wlth the
Trustees; I'took ‘with' mie the 18tier-which'a dppearé&'

in thd * Advbcate” alongwith thé informbtich wh\ivé;%
I'had, and théy sailt: *“We aid Yot &y that
wanted a’ person- who possessés the School Ce&'ti’ﬁcate

alone.”” Faced with that I'dould not’ ‘do anythmg‘“iﬁ.,

the matter. T repeat'that it ig highly ‘possibls for a
case fo be madefout against thé Trastees on’ other
grounds, but I-do say that-the Frusteek in wordifip
the advertisement were' véry  careful’to give “thath-
selveg some ghelter behind it in dase the’evential
appointee did not meeét with the approval of certain
people. 'What T think the line of criticism should
take iy that i an advertisement of thig sort the qﬁa11ﬁ~
cation should be gpecified. ' If it was stated in’ the
advertisement that the qualification required was a
School Certificate or London - Matiiculation ot
Bachelor of Commerce degrée or-sbme -degree in
Librarianship, ' thexi- the -Trustees could nét have
gone behind that; but if they et out that applicants
should possess a School Certificate or a siinildr quali-
fication, obviously anything is expected because it is
left to the Trustees to appointwhoever they like
and feel that in their opinion the appdintee
possesses a similar qualification- to the - School
Certificate. Even if the Trustees intended ‘to- do
something unreasonable gnd unfbir you still have
to give them credit for covering their tracks before
they did what they intended to do.

Mr. MAPP: I do not kmow if honoura’ble
memberg _regard thig ‘matter as'a laughing ' rhatter,
but this is serious eriticism of this appointment on
the ground of principle. Tt is becoming a'regular
farce in this colony for officials to put out advertise-
ments of this kind, apply all sorts of meanings to
them and make rings around the' Government. This
principle is definitely wrong and there is no excuse

¥

for it. 1 do not know if the honourable member who
lasi spoke had in mind that the word *‘ qualifications’’
appeared in a Resolution which we passed here

Mr. CRAWFORD: I had nothing in mind. All
I have done is to quote the advertisement and explain
to the House that one of the Trustees of the Library
has told me that from the way in which the adver-
tisement was worded the Trustees were ent1t1ed to
do what they have done,

Mr. MAPP: If the homourable member will
give me a chance to speak he will see what I mean.
The word “quallﬁcatlons” appeared in the Adden-
dum to a Resolution which we passed recently and
I said at the time that I did not agree with the
phraseology of the Addendym under which you can
pay one salary for one sort of qualification and
another salary for another sort of qualification with-
out referring to what the qualifications are. Nowhere
in this adverusement doeg ’the word ‘“qualification’’
appear. 1 do not know if the honourable member
read, from a d;tﬁeren’q newspaper.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I have not got a copy of
the newspaper here, but in order to let the House
know what I was talking ahout I asked the honour-
able juniok member for St. Eeter to read the adver-
tisement, and in réading it he mentioned the words
““School Certificate or similar qualification of equiva-
lent standard.’’ Now the honourable member says
that the word ‘‘qualification” ig not. there.

Mr. MAPP:. The honourable member said that
the Trustees of, the Library had in mind that the ap-
plicants should not, only possess the School Certificate
but also - certain quahﬁca,tmns of an. equivalent
standard, and be is-now saying that the advertise-
ment containg the word ‘‘qualifications.”’  As far as
I know, the Clerk read from the same newspaper
which I bave here and the word “quallﬁca.tlom is
not used. The advértisement, says:- ~“The minimum
educabwna], standard “which will be accepted iz &

| pass in the Camhridge Liocal Sehool. Certificate - or

similar- examination of equivalent standard,’’

Mr. CRAWFORD: I thought the honourable
,)umor member for St; Peter had mentioned the word
i qua:hﬁca.tlon When the Word wa,s rea],ly “examma.—

lon.”’

Mr. MAPP: Has the honourable member risen
on a pom of order? I do not know for what reason
he hag risen. Obv10us1y the Administration or who-
ever is responsible for this advertisement must know
that persons who. read, the advertisement will be

, gulded by what they read and they should. state

definitely what they have in mind and not get around
the position by some back hand move, putting in all
kinds or words in the advertisément. No one read:
ing ‘this advertisement could, 1;h1nk that what was in
the mindg of those responsl‘ple was other -than
that they were only- going to accept ~a
person who hag a lCambrldge Local Schoel
Certificate or sapnlar examination of ‘equivalent
standard. I do nét mind, how much you twist about
these words, they could.only mean one thing to any
ordhnary, inte elligent person. Of course, to some
people’s min the quahﬁcatmn for .a post. woul,d, be
a light shade of colour. If you have the qualifiea:
tion but you are of, a certain hue you cannot get the
job; but if you are of a light hue. and you have no
qualification at all you are “considered fit for the job,
T think that for the future ‘these officialy must be
controlled. Nobody who has not got the Cambridge
Local . School Certificate or its equivalent and, who
had seen thig advertlsement would think of applying
for this job no matter how badly he wanted a job.
Nobody would think that he would only have to pa.s
an intelligence test or something of that kind so as
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to fill the job. It was not stated in the advertisement
that an inteliigence test would be applied. 'Lhese
appointments are limited to people holding the Cam-
bridge School Certificate because that is the generally
accepted educational standard and there are numbers
of boys and girls who are up to the standard competing
for jobs. It was with the object of getting an oppor-
tunity of filling jobs like this one that these people
were given a secondary education. The principle
on which thig appointment was made is wrong; it is
completely going out of the way so as to seleet some-
body whom they had in mind. That is not fair. You
have somebody in mind for this job and you limit
‘the number of candidates who might apply for the
job and you give it to the person whom you have in
mind! Only a fool would stand for a thing like
that; I do not see how the Administration could think
that they could get away with a thing like this. At
thig stage of our political life such a happening is
not only ridiculous, but it may lead to trouble. I
do want to go any further into the question; I am
gure that the members of the Government will draw
to the attention of the proper Awuthorities that this
appointment is not in order, and that they will take
steps to see that the proper thing is done and make
amends for such an infringement of what is just and
right.

¢ Mr. LEWIS: I am not concerned with the
popularity or otherwise of the particlular person who
has been chosen permanently or otherwise for this
post, but thig is reprehensible behaviour on the part
of any person in public life and especially on the
part of people who are Trustees of the Public Library.
No one would expect that they are there from associa-
tion with criminal literature but from the possession
of a breadth of vision and culture and a standard
of edneation which would not presuppose any such
trickery or smartness in the conduct of public affairs.
It is fairly obvious to those who know the difference
between the School Certificate and its equivalent—
I do not claim to be one who knows it—that the
Trustees knew quite well what they were putting in
the advertisement having perhaps seen it in other
Qovernment advertisements. People were definitely
precluded from applying for this post and I am in-
formed that the intelligence test that was thought
necessary to be applied to the person who has been
temporarily chosen for the post, was taken to mean
the equivalent of the Certificate which was asked for.
Mr. Deputy Speaker, how can you, after putting out
that advertisement, apply a test and say that it ds the
qualification which a person should have when he
applied for the post? How can you do that and ask
honest people to interpret your action as the action of
an honest person? I am saying that the information
which has been given to this House by the honour-
able senior member for St. Philip is not strictly correct.
The information which T have is that the Trustees in-
serted thig Notice and received applicationg but they
could not appoint anybody to the post. The ap-
pointee hag to be paid from the Public Treasury and
therefore the Trustees had to recommend the person
to the Administration, whatever that is, or the Gov-
ernment for final appointment,

Mr. CRAWIFORD: I should like the honour-
able member to say what information I have given
the House which is incorrect.

Mr. TEWIS: T am not quoting the honourable
member verbatim but he informed this House that
the making of this appointment was solely in the
hands of the Trustees of the Public Library and
that it was nothing to do with the Government.
There is a difference of oninion as between the Gov-
ernment and the Administration. The word ‘“Ad-

ministration’’ wag used and the honourable member
perverted it to the word ‘‘Government.” The hon-
‘ourable introddecer of thig motion used the word ‘‘ Ad-
ministration’’ and I was led to believe by the honour-
able senior member for St. Philip that the Trustees
of the Public Library had the fillimg of this post
€olely in their hands.

Mr. CRAWIFORD: I cannot sit here and allow
the honorable member to say that I perverted any-
thing. Tf the honourable member has a mind like
a corkserew that is not my fault; what I said wag that
after a protest was made to e I went toone of the
Trustees and I was told what I have repeated here
today. The impression I got from the Trustee with
whom I spoke wag that they were responsible for the
@ppointment and that is what I said today. The
Trustees were responsible for this appointment and
they were very careful to word the advertisement in
the way in which they worded it.

Mr. LEWIS: The honourable member attemped
to put the best possible information before the House
but he did it in a way to criticise the action of hon-
ourable members, :

Mr. CRAWFORD: I did nothing of the kind.
I particularly said, whether the appointment was
popular or not, that I was told that ths Trustees
safeguarded the position by wording the advertise-
ment in the way in which they worded it. That is
perfectly clear. :

Mr. LEWIS: The honourable member attempted
to assist the House and failed with his lack of
information and I will accept that. T should like
to say that the people whose minds appear to the hon-
ourable member to be like corkserews, are on the look
out for the political corks which are bobbing up
and down on the tide of hope. (Laughter). The
honourable semior member for St. Philip insisted
on the advertisement being read; he had it read
and took down the words wrongly. He said that
he knew everything about thig advertisement, he
had acted as an adviser to somebody in the matter
and this is the position in which the honourable
member finds hinise'f. My information js that the
Trustees of the Public Library took these candidates
and sorted them out; they were persons who applied
for this job who possessed the School Certificate and
some without the Certificate or an equivalent, and some
person who does not, possess either the School Certifi-
cate or the equivalent was chosen and put through an
intelligence test which the Trustees of the Library
sald was equivalent to the Sehool Certificate, On the
face of it, this is not a thing of which men in publie
!ufe, men who are in charge of an educational
institution and one of those institutions having the
greatest influence in the community, should be guilty.
If the Director of Education is connected with that
state of affairs we can see where we will get this
community if some notice iy not taken of conduct of
thig sort. An advertisement coming from the Director
of Education appeared in the newspapers stating
that certain persons would be given Ilectures to
qualify them as extra-mural teachers and the adver-
tisements since this was being done with the con-
sent and approval of the British Council and
it would appear as if the British Council is in
charge of the educational policy in the West Indies
now. I intended to bring that matter to the notice of
the House but T was told to leave it alone. I appeal
to the honourable senior member for St. Peter that
sinee this appointment has not actually been made—
it is true that a two-year probationary period
hag been put in the Notice and the appointment is
called an acting appointment—mnot to force this motion
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to g division. Honourable members  can express
their opinion; the appointment is not final and it
is therefore revocable and I would appeal to the
honourable member on that score, the grievance
having been aired, to withdraw the motion. I am
hoping that in making this appeal it will not fall on
deaf ears, and ihat thig debate will be taken in such
a way that a word of warning will be sufficient.

Mr. COX: I, too, want to voice my disapproval
of thig acting appointment. I regard this question
as a very big one, involving g principle and not merely
something having been done to people in any par-
ticular district. It is the principle about which we
are speaking and I do not think that there could be
anything more dishonourable than this particular
appointment. . Ag has been read out, the advertise-
ment called for somebody who holds the School Cer-
tificate or similar examination of equivalent standard
and persons who did not possess this qualification did
not apply for the job; whereas people who had the
necessary qualifications applied and were completely
turned down. What we have to ask ourselves is
this: how did this particular individual, in the face
of the advertisement, know that she could apply for
the job 2 After all, if you take up a newspaper and see
that some person between the ages of 21 and 30 years
is wanted to fill 4 job and yaqu are only 19, you would
not apply for that job; but this individual knows that
she hag not got the qualificationg required in the ad-
vertisement, yet she can apply for this job and get
it'in the face of many others who have the qualifica-
tion asked for! This is certainly not a clean act no
matter what polished langudge we may use; we have
to find out why this individual applied for thig job.
‘And then we hear that some of the applicants were
examined in Speightstown ‘while this particular indi-
vidual was called to Bridgetown and examined
among . others by the Director "of Education.
This is a very bad case. We are here as the
people s Tepresentatives to speak out against thése
1n3ust1ees beecause we do not want them to exist. We
have seen mény of them. I kmow of an appoint-

ment which was made some time ago, an appointment
which wag protested against by the people concerned

and even by members of this Government after it
was drawn to .their notice but nothing was
done about it.
of Education and I say that in my opinion, the former
Director of Edueation would not have done that; I
feel that he is far beyond a thing like that. T want
to say in all seriousness that we have to put our feet
down on these things. - We cannot administrate but
we can draw to the notice of the Administration
and the individuals responsible that we are not gafis-
fied when certain qualificationg. are requlred of
people 50 as to be appointed to fill this job and then
we find that an individual who has no qualifications
whatsoever, except perhaps a charming smile, is ap-
pointed to fill it. - T feel that each and every member
of this House who realises hiy duty to the publie
should express hig disapproval of thig action in no
uncertain terms. I wag not going to speak on this
question, but after hearing from the honourable
junior member for St. Peter, the manoeuvring that
went on-——some candidates being examined in

" Speightstown and others being examined up here by

by the Director of Education and this individual
being appointed—I wag obliged to add my quota in
protest of such action. Sueh a thing would mean that
people who are starving: and drawing their belts
so as to educate their children are just wasting
time; if people who did not take the trouble to
quahfy themselves can- get jobs over the heads of
others who have qualified themselves, where are

Tt was done by the present Director

we? We must express our disapproval of action of
this sort and I hope that the Administration will
re-consider this appointment and pay attention to
these bad cases in future.

VISITOR EJECTED FROM THE HOUSE

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
As a member of this Chamber I would like to draw
your attention to the manner in which a visitor has
walked into the Chamber. This is the second time it
has happened this afternoon and I feel that, if
nothing more, we have to preserve order in the
Chamber, If we are going to reach the stage where
people cannot respect the highest Legislative Chamber
in the island, then God help us. I feel that Your
Honour should use your authority as Deputy Speaker
of this Assembly and make that visitor understand
that this is the House of Assembly of Barbados
(Cheers).

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before the honour—
able member spoke I wag asking the Marshal to con-
tact the Police and let the necessary action be taken
in conneetion with the visitor. I do not see that that
visitor could have been allowed to enter the Chamber
the second time if the Police Were functioning.

The visitor was ejected.

APPOINTMENT AT SPEIGHTSTOWN: BRANCH
LIBRARY DISCUSSED ON MOTION FOR
ADJOURNMENT ;

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I will not de‘uam the
House much longer because I am going to withdraw
the motion.

Before doing so I want to say that I

was a bit surprised to hear the remarks of the honour- -

able senior member for St. Philip, I was surprised
because I am sure that the honourable member can
appreciate what ig an eqmva.lent examination to the

School. Certificate. - He is not so dense as not to know, -
from his years of experience, what is equivalent to the .

School Certificate.. The honourable member knows
that a pupil teacher obtaing his certificates ‘and
reaches a stage where. hig education .ig-equivalent to
the School Certificate standard; and he knows that
a boy or girl might fail to gain the School Certificate
by failing in a compulsory subjeet——— .

Mr. CRAWFORD: If the honourable member
had been listening to my remarks he would have
heard me mention certain qualifications which are
equivalent to the School Certificate. I mentioned the

London Matriculation, the Bachelor of .Commerge .
degree or a degree in. Ll"brarlanshlp I partl,cularly :
said that, and this is the first time I am. hearmg that

a pupil teacher’s examination can be- eqmvalent to
the School Certificate,

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: If the honourable mem-.

ber does not know that he can enquire from the
Education Department. Boys and. girls who have

not sat the School Certificate can have educa.tmn'

which equals-the School Certificate.
Mr. CRAWFORD: Not pupil teachers. -
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: .They sit the: Infermedi-
ate and they go on-to further examinations.
Mr. CRAWFORD:. .. The: equwalent to :the

School Certificate is not a pupil teacher’s examina- -

tion.

knowledge of the teaching profession: will: realise
that when a teacher obtaing Certificate. ‘A" he pos-

Mr. F. L. WIALCOTT Anyone who has a.ny

sesses the equivalemt to the School Certificate. If .

the honourable member wag paying any attention
to his own statement he could not have said that the
Trustees could get out of the terms of the advertise-
ment. The wording of the advertisement is precise; I
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read it from the beginning, The honourable member
opened his remarks by saying that the Government
has nothing to do with this matter; but I would like
{0 point out that the Public Library Act says this:—

““The Governor is hereby authorised to appoint
from time to time the following Officers who shall
perform such duties as the Trustees shall appoint
...... ” and the Officers are get out. This appoint-
ment ig not made until the Governor comfirms it
and that is the position. I said at the beginning
that this is a matter for the Administration and that
is why I brought it to the notice of the House. The
principle is what I am dnwng‘ at and with those
remarkg I ask leave to withdfaw my motion.

There being no ob;jecflon, the honourable member
wag granted leave to vnthdraw his motion.

SUSPENSION OF RU‘LE 60

Mr. CRAWFORD I do not propose to proceed
with Qrder No. 1 standing in my name under Private
Members’ Business—To move the passing of an Ad-
dress to,His Excellency. the Governor re the proroga-
tign. of. the Houserjnasmuch, as there is a very thin
House now and I should, like.tp get a better expression
of opinion jin this matter. . I am therefore asking leave
to move the suspension of ;Bule 60 in order to deal
with Order No. 86—the Address of which I gave
notice on the 31st.of August relating to the salaries
10 be.-paid the QOfficial Reporters. -

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The

member ig g lea,wjn

My, Lﬁ%\ns Ta not opposmg anytl}mg which
merity, ay exf)edmo conmderatmn and certainly
not where peo plé’s sa arles dre concerned. However,
I would like to draw to your, Honour s attention that
the hongiirafile merber . given the privilége at
the Jast mésting of the uge of having this Address
niide Ofder-No. 1 on the: Order Paper under
Pﬁv jlte Mémbers’ Busitiess. The Housé agreed that
thig Agfd‘x’é&' §hould be considéred at this meeting
and it is of &

honourable

Who is Ma 5 the é{rr en‘ts for the ho]?dmg{ of
1He Gfenéral lectlons sho‘p.ld 10w where he is and
how thig tise - fesly about an--earlier dade being

figed for the holding’ of these Blections.

Mr. CRAWFORE Before I asked for leave
16" i Ve thé question- of the Rule 1 sa;d thait - the
Hottse i s ;faxrly thin this aftgrnoon, dnd the Address
is'd matte); on which We shou, d get a, better expresswn
of - oplﬁion frém honourab e members There are
only ﬁﬂ;een honoﬂré,bfe members present in - the
Houge now and it is,not fair to afk only fifteen
mibinberg’ to -express their Opinion on- the matter.

Mr. - DEPUTY SPEAK’ER he _honoy irgble
member is, asking leave ie for't e suspehsmn of
Rule 8011 n;t oi‘dér to dedl Order No 86 as the

ﬁrsi; Order of t} the Day und%r Private Members’ B usi-
néss, If there is no obgectlo{;, tﬁe honourable member
will b& grantéd Teave. (ATYer o 4 pa) se) T}lere being
no objection, }he honourzi'ﬁle mem"ber is granted leave
to make the Hijtion. .

M¥. TALMA: T riSe m'grei‘y to make’ thls pomt

Mr. DEPUTY SPE»AKER ‘What is the motmn'
ori which thg honourable member i’ speaking? The
honotitable senicy member for St. Philijy as ed for
leave to move the suspension of, the Rule 60 in order
to Proceed with Order No.- 86.

MY, TALMA: T
the - Bonf)ura,ble hember That Order was on the
grdegfrz' Paper Iast Tuesday w]ien the present Order

0

Mr. DEI’UTY SPEAKER I have already de-

clared” that léave hag been' granted the-tonourable
mémber tg move the stispension of the Rule.

cﬁ importaiice that I feel that the person

oT)Ject to. léave being granted_

L and:

Dr. CUMMINS: The honourable senior member
for St. Philip does not seem prepared to go on

Mr. CRAWFORD: It is not fair for the hon-
ourable member to put it in that way.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Leave hag been
granted the honourable member to move the suspen-
sion of the Rule,

Mr. CRAWFORD: I beg to move that Rule 60
be now suspended

Mr. Cox seconded the motion Whlch wag agreed
to.

ADDRESS re SALARIES, TO1 BE PAID THE
OFFICIAL REPORTERS

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order of
the Day under Private Members Business stands in
the name of the houourable sepior member for St.
Philip :—To move the passing of an Address to His
Excellency the Governor, relgtmg to the salarieg to
be paid the Official Reporters.,

_Mr.,CRAWFORD: . This. Address .of which T
glve notlce on the 31st of Al}g{ust is in eonnectmn
with the salanes ‘which we have. agreed to pay to the
Official Reporters, Honqurable members have the
text of the Address before them, which is in reply to
the, Message from His Hyeellency the Goyermor in

Whl@h he referred, to the SM}I metter Th1s Address |

embodies the decision of ouse in eonnectmn with
the salaries of the, Official, Bep fters which :were ap;
proved, a.few, meetings, previously. - The opinion was

expressed that the Reporter of, the Other Tace should
be paid a salary commensurate :El +that which.is
paid the Assigtant . Reporter of, this ‘House, because
hig, vears of experience, hlssen,l,orrt,y, his, quahﬁqa.tlons
and hig eminence as a reporter entjtle him to receive.
that.salary. The Reporter ot‘ the Other. Place is ;I:he
most experienced, Reporfter ip. the, colony, and it -is
regretta le that. tﬁe House decided by the very nar-

row: margm ngg,eh it dg.d ——r,I,,thm;k the diyision. was,

11 to 9 — to. pp,y l;um even less y were going.
to pay. the Assistant, eporter of. t% ranch of .the
Leglslatu;re Be. that as it, may it 13 imp 1b1e now,

for us to m‘terfere with that decs,sa,on and T express
my . profest. .against the way in, which the
of, the. Other Place, has heen freated, I beg ti
that this Address do now pass; it reads ag fol
The House of Assembly
" To ..
His Excellmcy The Govemor

Q. move
OwWS :—

B

. The. House of A.ssembly beg to aclmowledge re~
celpt of .Your Excellency’s.:Message No.  14/1948
relatmg e the'salaries to.be paid the Official Reporters.
-2.- The House beg to inform Your Excellency
that the Debates Committes:held .two meetings con-
cerning the gbove salaries. The first méeting was held
on the22nd March.1948, when the Hon. Dr. C. H.
St. John,: M.1.C., vattended-\ the meeting and agreed to
the decision arrived at. . At the.second meeting held on
the 15th day of June.the only business done wag to

confirm the deeision of the previous meeting.: -
3.;. Mr. Brancker. then introduced into.the House

an. Address embodying the: suggestions:arrived at on -

the 22nd day of March 1948, when the Honourable
Dr. St. John.was present. . =
: 4. At a, meeting of the; House on, the 22nd day
of June 1948, the above. address was considered and
amended to read as set forth in the Address already
forwarded .Your Excelleney :
- I.gingerely hope that in. the . very near fu.ture,,
honoura’ble members will see fit to mete out to the

porter,

e
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all fairness, he is entitled.

Mr. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: I do not think that we should use
the names of honourable members in Addresses and
I therefore suggest that we substitute the words
““The Deputy Speaker’’ for ‘‘Mr. Brancker” at the
beginning of paragraph 3 of the Address. I would
also like to enquire if by this Address any alteration
is intended to what has previously been done. The
honourable mover has expressed some disagreement
with something which the House hag done but I do
not think that we would be in order to express dis-
agreement with ourselves. I merely want to point out
that thiz Address is not going to remedy the unfor-
tunate position in which we have put ourselves. This
is merely an Address with an explanation; we are ex-
plaining how certain things were done; if we want
anything remedied we are not expressing that opinion
here. I am not so au fait with the progress of the
matter go as to offer any suggestion and I leave it the
honourable mover to do so. This Address does not
state anything on which the Head of the Administra-
tion can be guided if we want any alteration made
and that ig very regrettable in the circumstances.

* Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Does the honour-
able mover accept the suggession which has been made
ag regards paragraph 3 of the Address?

Mr. CRAWFORD: It is so relatively unim-
portant that it does not matter.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the honourable
member accepting the suggestion?

Mr. CRAWFORD: I do not object to it. Mere-
ly for the purpose of clarifying the matter in the
mindg of certain honourable members who might be
confused about it, I should like to say that in June
an ‘Address was introduced setting out the salary
of the Assistant Reporter of this House and the
Reporter of the Other Place. The honourable senior
member for St. Thomas made a motion that the
Reporter of the Other Place be paid the same salary
as the Assistant Report of thig Place and that motion
was not agreed to. The division was 11 to 9 as I have
already mentioned. I just want to re-emphasize that
the decision of the House wag unforfunate.

* Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
nmember must be careful in referring to the action of
the House.

Mr. CRAWEFORD: This Address merely em-
bodies the decision of the House on that occasion.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is
that this Address as amended do now pass. Honour-

Reporter of the Other Place the treatment to Which,,

able members in favour of that will please say ‘‘ Aye”,
those against will please say “No”. I think the
‘“Ayes” have it. I will ask the honourable senior
member for St. Philip to present this Address.

Mr CRAWFORD: Ags Your Honour pleases.

REVERSION TO GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the House
do now revert to Government Business for the pur-
pose of dealing with Order No. 8.

Mr. TaLma seconded the motion which was agreed
to.

SPECIAL RESOLUTION re SALARIES OF
OFFICERS OF THE VOLUNTEER FORCE

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of
the Day under Government Business stands in the
name of the honourable senior member for St.
Thomas:—To move the passing of the following
Resolution :—Special Resolution under the provisions
of section 6 of the Volunteer Aet, 1909, as enacted
by section 4 of the Volunteer (Amendment) Aet,
1948 (1948-11).

Dr. CUMMINS: This Resolution is a Special
Resolution relative to the salaries which are to be
paid to certain Officers of the Volunteer Force. We
all know that the Volunteer Force is now being re-
vived and it is necessary to appoint a Staff Officer
and Adjutant and an Instructor in order to carry
on proper training and so on. The salaries proposed
for these Officers are £880 and £500 per annum re-
spectively. Without any more ado I beg to move that
thig Resolution do now pass.

Mr. BLACKMAN: I beg to second 'that.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
wag put and resolved in the affirmative without divis-
ion. -

THE ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper having been fixed,

Dr. CUMMINS: T beg to move that this House
do now adjourn to this day week at twelve o’clock
noon.

Mr. BraceMAN seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

Mr. Derury SpEARER accordingly adjourned the
House to Tuesday, the 21st day of September, 1948.
at twelve o’clock noon,






