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T H E  

House of Assemb y Debater 

(OFFICIAL REPClRT) 

- - --- -. 

i' SESSION 1950-51 

Tuesday, August 1, 1950. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly 

met at  3 o'eleck p.m., on the abovementioned date. 
Present 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speake~),  
Mr. L. E. SMITH (Chairman of Comnzittees), 
Dr. H. G. CUMMINS, Messrs. D. A. FOSTER, 0. T. 
AGLDER, T. 0. BRYAN, R. G. MAPP, M. E. COX, F. L. 
W m o n ,  F. C. GODDAF~, F. E. M~AER, J. H. 
WILKINSON, O.B.E., E. L. WUD, and W. W. 
REECE, K.C., . 

Prayers are read. 
Messrs LEWIS, ADAMS and BETHELL enter the 

House and take their seats. 

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the Home that the Minutes of meethgs held recently 
are not yet ready for confirmation. 

DOCUMENT 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to infoip 
'the House that I have received the Report an;! 
Accounts of the Sugar Industry Agricultural Bank 
for the year ended 30th June, 1950. 

Messrs. C~AWFORD and BRANOKER enter the 
House and take their seats. 

PAPER LAID 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour to 
lay on the table of the House a Paper as fol1ow~:- 

Post Office Advances for the payment of Money 
Orders to the 30th June, 1950. 

NOTZCrE'8 

Government Notices are given as follows:- 
Mr. ADAMS: Resolution for $1,539 to supple- 

ment the Estimates 1950-51, Part  11, Capital, a s  
shown in the Supplementary Estimates 1950-51, 
No. 13, which form the schedule to this Resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS: Rksolution for $2.280 to sppple- 
ment the Estimates 1950-51, Part I, Current, as 
shown in  the Supplementary Estimates, No. 14, 
which form the schedule to this Resolution. 

>lr. ADA31S : Of mp intention to mow the 
House into Committee of Supply a t  the next meeting 
to consider the money R.esolution~ of whieh I jus% 
gave notice. 

Ot.her Notices are as follows:- 
Mr. ALLDER: Of the following Address :- 

The Home of Assembly 
To 

His Excellency the Governor 7 

The House of Assembly is of the opinion that 
the distribution of the landed area in this Colony 
has not been kept in line with the growth and expak- 
sion of the population, 

2. The House of Assembly observes that unless 
a policy for the re-distribution of the landed area 
in this Colony beco~nes practical, any attempt t:, 
implement the programme of the rehousing of thc 
people, (to which the Government has already mm- 
mitted itself), would be met with d i%cn l~ .  

3. The House of Assembly is aware that the 
Tenantry in the parish of St. John, known as Rme- 
gate, (and comprised of thirty acres, more m less), 
is on the market for sale. 

4. The House of Assembly is aware that many 
of the present tenants have lived most of their lives 
on this land, and would fmd it diBmlt  to obtain land 
elsewhere; further, that they have not the means to 
purchase the spots on which their houses aorw stand 
without Government 'S assistance. 

5. The House of Assembly would give favour- 
able consideration to a Resolution sent down by Your 
Excellency- for the purpose of acquiring this Temmtq 
to bg4used under the scheme for rehousing a e  people, 
as is being done a t  the Bay Estate. 

6. The House of Assembly therefore, respeck- 
fully requests Your Excellency to take immediate 
steps which would give effect to this request. 

Mr. AUDER. : Of the following Address :- 

The House of Assentbly 
T n  

His ~ z c e l l e n c i ~ t h e  Governor 

WHEJREAS the road known as Featherbed Lane 
in the parish of St. John has become impassable to 
vehicular traffic, and 3-hereas residents travelling to 
other districts of the parish have to take a circuitons 
route of five miles through the parish of St. Philip 
to get to their destination. 



WHEREiAS, the House of Asemblx view mith 
much concern the inconvenience caused to the 
residents of this district, they, therefore, respeckfully 
request Your Excellency to take the necessary sttp 
to have this road taken over by the Department cif 
Highways and Tramport for the purpose of giving 
a through passage from Hdton in the parish of et .  
Philip to Kendal corner in the parish of St. J?h. 

;Messrs. GILL and E. I<. WALCOTT enter the H o ~ e  
and take their seats. 

XI<. F. T,. TiTALCOTT C'OERECTS A hTATlG- 
JIEST O F  JIR. CR14JvE'ORD 

JIr. F. L. WALCOTT: Before you proeeecl to 
call the Orders of the day, Xr. Speaker, I shoulid 
like to take this oppol-tnnit~- to correct a statenicn: 
that was made in the House by the junior nieini~cr 
for St. Philip during the debate on %he motion Tor 
the adjournment of the Honse by the senior inemh~~1- 
for St. Philip to discuss the question of lack of trans- 
potation for school children froin the country dis- 
tricts to the q t y  of Bridgetown and vice vevsa. '!'he 
junior member for St. Philip said that he asked a 
question in December last year about the running 
elf buses by coneessionail-es aad that the Governnlcnt 
had not replied to his question. That statement IS 
incorrect and I should like to draw your attention, 
Nr. Speaker, to the ,7linutes of the 20th March rhib 
year which state that a Reply to the honourable 
member's question was laid. 

Mr. CRAWPORD : Nr. Speaker,--If it is cor- 
rect that the Reply ~vas laid when I made that state- 
ment, that fact was entirely unknown to me a t  the 
time. 

THE DOG LICENCE (AMENDiMENT) BILL 

m. SPEAKER: The .first Order is to resume 
debate on the second reading of a Bill to amend the  
Dog Licence Act, 1902. 

Mr. ADAMS: Nr. Speaker, - I am sorry :U 

h v e  to ask the House again to postpone the comicl. 
eration of this Bill. I am suggesting that the par. 
ticular Rule be observed and that it be placed at tht 
bottom of the Order Paper. That does not mean 
that the G o v m e n t  is shelving the Bill  complete)^ 
but rather than having to ask that it be ad jwned  
week afer week, it is better that it be placed at thc 
bottom of the Order Paper. I will ask the Hougt 
to replaoe it in  a higher position when I am ready tc 
deal with it. 

The further consideration of this Bill is post 
poned. 

T H E  SEPARATION AND MAINTENJO?CE 
(AMENDMENT) BIIiL 

Mi. SPEAKEa: The next Order is to resum 
debate on the second reading of a Bill to amend t h  
law relating to Separation and Maintenance. 

Nr. ADAMS: 31r. Speaker,-I regret to as! 
that the further consideration of this Bill be also posl 
pned .  The learned Attorney General is draftin! 
changes which the senior member for St. James drev 
to my attention and which should be included in thi 
Bill. 

There being 
ation of this Bill 

no objection, 
is postponed. 

the further 

ESOLWTION TO APPROVE THE C'IVlL 
ESTABLISHXENT (GENERBL) & 

(,UPEXDXENT) NO. G ORDER, 1950 
,' /- -'d 

3Ir. SPEAKER : The next Order stands in the 
aiue of the honourable senior member for St. Jo?- 
ph,-To move the passing of a Resohtion tn ap- , 
,rove the Order entitled "The Civil Establislbent 
General) (Amendment) No. 6 Order, 1950" made 
bp the Govemol--in-Executive Conunittee on the 
3th day af July, 1950, under the provishbs of 
ection 3 of the Civil Elbablishment Act, 1949.' , 

>Lr. ~IOTTLEE. enters the Honse and takes his 
eat. 

1 f 

Mr. XD43LS: I beg to move that the ~ e s o i u -  
ion to approre the "Civil Establishment _(Gem 
ral) (Amendment) KO. 6 Order, 1950" do I ~ O W  

)asS. .. 
Mr. SMITH : Mr. Speaker,-Before the ques- 

ion is put I should like to say a few words in respect 
d Item 31, "Fishery Officer, $2880 x 14P-$345ti, 
me of the items to be added after item 24 under 
Iead XVII, Department of Science and Agricul- 
ure. Sonie years ago, Sir, I was instrumental in 
:etting an Address passed in this House to His 
3xcellency the Governor relative to the erec2;iou of 
L fish shed a t  Tent Bay, Bathsheba. Only last wec?i, 
Sir, a fisherman was col~victed on the complaint of 
he sanitary inspector before the Police RIagistriztc* 

hf the District for making a mess on the beach by 
tutting up fish there and, Sir, I think that it is 
~ i t y  when an honourable member of this House de- 
~otes his time to the drafting of an  Address to the 
fovernor, introduces it into this House, gets i t  diis- 
:ussed and passed, presents i t  to the Governor and 
,hen nothing more is said or done about it. Sir, a 
ish shed is really needed at  Tent Bay because, as 1 
?ave already said, the fishermen have to cut up their 
Ssh on the beach, flies and all sorts of insects :ire 
'here, dogs evacuate on the beach and it is definitely 
mclean to have fish exposed for sale in such circuql- 
~tances. I t  is very insanitary. There should be 
i fish shed with concrete counters at this particular 
Bay. I do not know who is responsible fdr the erect- 
ing of this fish shed but since the Address, to which 
I have referred, has been paswd I notice that a 
building with a W. C. and a bath has been erected 
in that vicinity for the tractor driver. Both are 
essential; the tractor driver must live somebheye 
and there should be a &h shed a t  that Bay for t t e  
benefit of the people of the island. I t  is hardly neces- 
sary for me to remind the Government that the fish 
is caught not for the benefit of the people in the 
Bathsheba district alone but for the benefit of the 
people in the whole island. People from all 
parts of the island live at  some time or  other in the 
Bathsheba district. Only this morning I saw some. 
people going to Bathsheba to spend their vacatiop. 
We appeal to the people to try and keep themselves 
as ckanly as possible and to shun that dreaded dis- 
ease, tuberculosiisi; we appeal to the people to, sleep 
with their windows open in order to let in fresh air 
and to keep clean houses and whide we are doing that, 
we are allowing dirty fish from the Bathsheba,cu@ 
to be eaten in the people's clean homes. It is high 
time, Mr. Speaker, that the terms of the Address $0 
which I referred be implemented. A Resolution must 
come down for money to erect this fish shed at  Tent 
Bay. The last Govern& landed on a Tuesday and 
on the following Thursday I went to Govement,  
Rouse with a eosv of that Address and the residents 
at  Bathsheba h& been continually asking me, sing& 
then, when they are going to get this shed. I fee1 
that something is wrong with this fishery business or 
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the Fishery O£ficer. because I will melxtion an incl- 
dent which I am sure that my colleague, the Leatler 
of the House, will bear out. The Fishery Officer 
launched a tractor down a t  Bathsheba and he caqes 
so little about the representatives of St  Joseph in 
this House, he cares so little about the Leader of the 
House that he did not invite them to the function 
down there. I repeat that there is some&ing -wrong 
about this fishery business. The senior member lor 
St. Peter is a member of the Fishery Committee and 
when I asked him about the erection of this shed, he 
knew nothing about it. When honourable members 
take their time to d ~ a f t  Addresses, have them debated 

l a n d  passed by this House, some action should be 
taken as soon as possible after on those Addresses. 
I do not think that the people who elected us expeci 
us to come here Tuesday after Tuesday and do 
nothing to help them. It is our duty when anything 
is wrong to try to get it put right and when me have 
tried to get it put right we cannot tell the people 
what has resulted from our efforts. At  any rate 
we have the satisfaction that me did our part. I only 
hope that the Authority responsible for this FSshery 
business will see to it that a Resolution is sent down 
to this House for the erection of a fish shed a t  Tent 
Bay, Bathsheba, so as to remedy the defect u p  Che~e 
and not allom- the fishermen to be h u ~ l e d  before t h  
Police Magistrate and charged with, making a mess 
on the beach by cutting up their fish. It is not fair'to 
them; they cannot do any better unless the C ~overn- 
ment provides some convenience for them in this 
respect. 

Mr. REEC'E : Mr. Speaker, -There is a great 
need in this island for more fish deds .  I am think- 
ing now of the beach at  Silver Sands. It is common 
knowledge that the parish of Christ Church is a big 
parish, that the greater part of the sea-egg industry 
centres (around Silver Sands and there is no gain-say- 
ing the fact that when the sea-egg season begiw and is 
in full swing the breaking of the shells on 
the beach in  that locality creates a very insani- 
tary state of affairs. If there were proper fish sheds 
and (a plentiful supply of water a t  those sheds 1 
think that the sanitazy condition of those beacher; 
would be very much improved; so I am supporting 
the remarks of the junior member for St. Joseph 
I know that through his instrumentality an Address 
was passed by this House relative to the erection 
of a fish shbd a t  Tent Bay beach but no Adidress 
has been passed in  connection with the beach at 
Silver Sands in Christ Church, dthough the senior 
member for Christ Church has on the Order Paper 
an Address for that purpose Whether 
Address for this purpose is passed or not, some 
effort should be made to improve the conditions 
under which people who are engaged in the fishinq 
industry carry on their business. Mr. Speaker, you 
live in the parish of St. Peter where the sea-egg 
industry does not exist to any appreciable extent 
and a large nurnbe~ of fishermen is engaged in that 
business but in the parish of Christ Church, the 
broken sea-egg shells and the stench from them make 
it impossible at  times for persons to go near the 
beaches. 

Mr. MAPP: Mr. Speaker,- I will not talk 
about fishing but I notice that- 

Dr. CUMMINS: On a point of orde;, Mr. 
Speaker. What is the object of this debate? The 
point is whether these officers who are set out .ir 
the schedule to this Resolution should be members 
of the Civil Establishment or not. There is nothing 
in  this Resolution about the erection of fish shedc 

and the time will come for a discussion on that 
d j e c t .  

Mr. MAPP : With reference to the officers that 
are to be added to the Department of Science and 
Agriculture, I notice that we are to have an Assistant 
Veterinary Officer, an  Irrigation Officer, an Assista~t 
Livestock Officer, a Farm Manager, Central Livestock 
station, a Farm Overseer, Central livestock 
station, and a Co-operative Officer. J think that 
;hat is sufficient indication that we are attaching to 
this Department the importance it deserves and I 
venture to exprem the hope that more alacrity wiil 
Ie shown i n  respect of such schemes; as the irrigation 
sheme and the scheme for the establishment of a 
:entre for the pasteurization and distribution of milk 
~ h i c h  the Government had under consicleration some- 
;ime ago. I am not now going to debate an% such 
scheme. I suppose, as the last speaker rightly observed, 
that these schemes do not come within the scope of this 
Kesolntion hut before we agree to the creation of 
these offices we are quite in order to express the 
n-ish-we know that the details of these schemes are 
worked out by them-that they will go into these mat- 
ters with peater  despatch than in the pat&. We 
know that the four members of this House who 
are members of the Executive Committee will decide 
the policy in respect of these schemes but these officers 
will have to go into the detailfs, hammer them. out, 
and present working projects to the Government, 
not to the four members of this House 
who are members uf the Government; therefore, 
any member of this House is quite in order to 
suggest that these officers go into these matters in a 
more efficient manner than we feel they are doing 
at present. There is, for instance, a Co-operative 
Officer and as you have ,already heard in  this House, 
it 4s not known whether he spends h l f  of his time 
in Barbados or outside Barbados. JVe can only 
express the hope that that will not be the case with 
~ t h e r  officers such ,as the Irrigation Officer and these 
>ther officers connected with this Department. I am 
glad to see the Principal of the Evening Institute 
included in  this schedule. There again, I think that 
it is time that a broader policy be worked out with 
regard to this Institute and that evening classes should 
be worked on a more practical basis than is b e h g  
done a t  present. Take item 14, A d s t a n t  Organizer, 
Housecraft Centre, under Head XVI, Education. 
I do not know if the Leader of the Zouse can telI 
me if she will be posted a t  the Centre in  Bay Street 
or if her duties will be concerned chiefly witb set- 
ting u p  Centres in other parts of the island. I hope 
that the latter ia correct. I hope that she will be 
concerned with going into the country districts an2 
finding out how the work of the Centre in Bay 
Street can be spread and branches established in 
the country areas. This Homecraft Centre is doing 
a lot of good work in Bridgetown and I hope that 
the principal part of her duties will be to t ry  to 
extend this work to the rur$ districts. 

Mr. ADAMS: I f  other honourable members 
have any other points to make I would like to reply 
to them a t  one and the sama time, otherwise T shall 
have to ask leave to reply to any honourable mem- 
ber who speaks after I have spoken. Mr. Speaker, 
honourable membew m y  have grievances about 
matters which they would like to  get of? their chests 
but I would like to suggest to them to choose the 
appropriate moment and do so in the right, way. 
While I expect the junior member for St. Thomas 
frequently to choose the wrong way 'I do not expect 
the junior member fqr St. Joseph to choose t,he 
:vrong way. I have mid on a previous occasion- 



it is no laughing matter-that as far as Govern- 
ment policy is concerned, the four members of the 
House of b e m b l y  advise the Governor of this 
colony, that accordmg to the present Constitution, 
the Governor considers it his duty to accept our 
advice and that on matters of policy an attack' on 
the Government of this colony is a n  attack ?n 
the four o i  us. If I reply to the junior member 
for St. Joseph as I should, his constituents would 
have questions to ask him and the same remgrri 
applies to the junior member for St. Thomas. The 
junior member for St. Thomas knows quite well 
-he has been told so by us-that the Government 
has ever>-thing cut and dried ancl is waii 
ing on Colonial Derelopment am1 Welfare in 
respect of the whole question of production and 
distribution of milk, yet he comes in here and in 
his petty, parochial, small-boy style, makes an attack 
cn  the Government which has already told hiui what 
the Governmelit is doing. I keep quiet sometimes 
cnly because they are members of this Party who 
make these attacks. This Order is merely putting 
m the form of a Ciyil Establishment Orcler what the 
House has already, in principle, approved, namely. 
that these posh should be included in  the Civil 
l?stablishment. Perhaps the honourable member feeb 
that this is an occasion for him to make a speech 
so that his constituents may read it or hear about 
i t  and say that this Government is too slow and 
that  if it were not for him, nothing would be done. 
As regards the Evening Institute, the information 
is clearly set out on page 138-Appendix 10--of the 
current year's Estimates and it ~ t a t e s  that there 
n-ill be a full-time Principal-with salary attached 
-for the Evening Institute. All these officers hare 
Tcren already approwcl. This 1s merely putting 
in  a proper way in  a Civil Establishment Order 
these posts which the Legislature itself has already 
approved. Owing to the Civil Establishment Act, 
i t  is necessary tb make *an Order establishing the 
old posts aJzdYany new posts which we are creating. 
If the honourable member8 feel so .iuvenile that l 
in the month of ~ u ~ u s t  when normal human beings 
t r y  to keep cool, they still f h d  i t t h o u g h  support- 
ers of the Government - necessary to make these 
silly schoolboy remarks I will promise them-just 
a mere statement of f a c t t h a t  one of these days I 
mill talk to them the same way as they talk to the 
Government of the Country and they mill be somy 
for it. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
is put and resolved in the affirmative without divi- 
sion. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE T H E  CIVIL 
ESTABLISHMENT (TEACIHE'RS) - 

(AMENDMENT) ORDER, 1950 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands in the 
name of the honourable senior member for St. .Joseph, 
-To move the passing of a Resolution to approve 
the Order entitled "The Civil Establishment (Teach- 
ers) (Amendment) Order, 1950," made by the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee on the 13th day of 
July, 1950, under the pro\&ions of section 3 of the 
Civil Establishment Act, 1949. 

Mr. ADAM'S: Mr. Speaker,-This Order seeks 
to put  the Lecturer in Agriculture for Erdiston Col- 
lege in  the Civil Establishment List and his emolu- 
ments are set out in  Clause 3 of the Order. This 
has also been before the House already and is no nenf 
pdst, the principle of which the Covernment is now 
asking the House to accept. For  those reasons I beg 
to move that this Resolution do nonr paw. 

Mr. F. L. WBLCOTT: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Resolution do now pass 

is put and resolved in the afiirmatiive without divi- 
sion. 

I%ESOLUTlON TO APlr'ltOVE THBr PENS$ONS 
(PEXSIOKABLE OFFICES) (AILEND- 

MEKT) NO. 3, ORDER, 1950. 

Xr .  Sl'EAKER : The next Order stands in the 
name of the hoiiourable senior member for St. 
Joseph,-To move the passing of a Resolution to ap- 
prove the Order entitled " The Pensions (Pensionable 
Offices) (Amendment) No. 3 @den 1950," made by 
the Governor on the 13th day of July, 1950, unqer t$e 
provisions of Section 2 (1) (a )  ojf the Pensions Act, 
1947. 

X r .  ,lDAAPS: I ask, Xr. Speaker, that the slenior 
member for  St. Peter be allowed to kake charge of this 
Order. 

There being no objection, the honourable mem'ber 
is allowed to proceed. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Speaker,--This Res- 
Aution seeks to make pensionable the officers whom 
we have just added to the Civil Establishment List. 
As soon as you establish an officer he automa- 
ically becomes a pensionable officer and this Order is 
to make pensionable those offices mhich have just 
been established. 1 beg to move that this Resolutic!n 
do now pass. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
The ynestioii that this Resolution do no\x7 pass 

is put and resolved in the affinnatiye without divis- 
ion. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE T H E  PENSTONS 
(PENSIONABLE OFFICES) (AMENDMENT) 

NO. 4 ORD'ER, 1950. 

MT. SYEAICER: The uext Order stands in the 
name of the honourable senior mem'ber for St. 
Joseph,-To move the passing of !a Resolution to ap- 
prore the Order entitled ' ' The Pensions (Pensionable 
Offices) (Amendment) No. 4 Order, 1950," made by 
the Governor on the 13th day of July, 1950, under the 
pro~isions of section 3 (1) (a)  of the Pensions Act, 
1947. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I ask that the 
senior member for St. Peter be allowed to take chargo B 
of this Order also. fr 

There being no objection, the honourable me?- 
ber is allowed to proceed. 

Mr. F. L .WALCOTT : This. ~esolut ion,  Mr. 
Speaker, is similar to the one we just passed. It 
seeks to make pensionable certain offioes which have 
been added to the Civil Establishment under the 
Medical Department and the Waterworks Depart- 
ment respectively. I beg to moye that this Resolu- 
tion do now pass. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that.. 
The question that this R,esolution do now pass 

is put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE O F  T H E  COMPUL- 
SORY -4CQUISITION OF LAND AT 

BATI-ISHEBA 

Nr .  SPEAKER : The next Order s tmds  in the 
name af the honourable senior member for St. 1 

Joseph,-To move the passing of !a Resolution to ap- 
prore the compulsory acquisition by the Qovernor- 
in-Executive iCommittee of 'lac. 3 rd. of land adjoin- 
ing the site of the former Railmay Station at Bath- 
sheha. 
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F Dr. C;UXI\IlSS: l n  the alssellce of the senlor 
L member for St. Joseph, Mr. Speaker, I ask leaye to - take charge of this Order. 

There being no objection, the hoilourable member 
is granted leave to proceed. 

: Mr. Speaker,-The G o ~ e ~ n -  
in order to acquire some land at  Bathsheba for 

of +a playing field, contacted this 
y, Miss Vera M. Hinli-son, who owns this land 

site d the former Railway Station. 
* She wanted what is considered an exorbitant price 

?or the land and refused to accept a lower pricg. 
6 ;berefore the Government thought it wise to deal with 

e matter through this channel, that is, to acquire 
y4e land compulsorily under the Land Acquisition Act 

a d  this R,esolution seeks the approval of the House 
of the Government's action. I?;; the 'benefit of the 
junior member for St. Joseph I would like to say 
thlat no part of this land will be used for the erectioii 
of a fish shed. This land, if p r c h a g d  and iiev~l- 
oped, will afford bathing and recreation facilities for 
the people who go to Bathsheba on holiday4 and other 
days. I beg, Sir, to move that thiq Resohtion do nl)w 
pass. 

Xr .  F. L. WAliCOTT: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MAPP: Mr. Speaker,-I am very pleased 

to see that the Government has taken this stern 
action to get a playing field aiid a community centre 
a t  Bathsheba and 1 hope that i t  will not hesitate to 
use this method wherever necessary and whenever 
necessary for the same purpose elsewhere. In  this 
connection-I do not know if I will be deemed out 
of order--I should like to enquire from the mover 
of this Resolution what is the position in the con- 
stituency which he and I have the honour to repre- 
sent, in respect of acquiring land for this same pur- 
pose-the establishment of a Community Centre and 

-a  Playing Field. I ha-rre been informed-it is with 
some trepidation I make the statement because I 
have been accused of being informed about many 
things-that there is no land for sale in the parish 
of St. Thomas for this purpose and that a t  any 
time the price asked for land in that parish for simi- 
lar purposes has been exorbitant. I do not know 
if my colleague can tell Tve mhich of these two re- 
ports is accurate and correct but 1 hope that if an 
exorbitant price is asked for land in the parish of 
St. Thomas for similar purposes, the Government 
will not hesitate to put the Land Acquisition Act 
into operation to acquire that land. I shall await 
*ith some anxiety the reply of my colleague because 
it has been published that I have made the inaccurate 
statement that no person in the parish of St. Thomas 
has offered land for sale to the Government to estab- 
lish a Community Centre and Playing Field. I have 
heard that and, since then, I have also heard that 
the prim asked for is exorbitant; so I hope that 
the mystery mill be cleared up to-day. 

Mr. REECE : I am supporting the Government 
in this proposal because I think it is a correct step 
to acquire land, especially land that gives access to 
the sea. Recently land along the sea-coast has been 
purchased a t  exorbitant prices and residences have 
been erected, with the result that i t  is very difficult 
to get access to the sea; so that i t  is very necessary 
that the Government should acquire land in circum- 
stances such as these, especially when the added 
interest of the establishment of Community Centres 
and Playing Fields is taken into consideration. 
There are sea-coast lands which had been used by 
people in the surrounding districts as playing fields 
-I can speak with knowledge of Dover, Christ 
Church,-for many years but owing to the law i t  m s  
impossible for those persons to erect any kind of 
shed for the convenience of the players and the spec- 
tators. I do not k n o ~  if the senior member for St. 

Thomas can tell me if there is any danger of infec- 
tion from the use of the cholera grounds after these 
long number of years since the epidemic of cholera 
in Barbados. If there is no danger I can see no 
reason why the Government should not erect pavil- 
ions on those grounds, so that the people could use 
them for amusement in greater comfort. I h o w  
that in this country We are slow to change but if 
we are assured bp someone with the technical knowl- 
edge that there is no danger of infection by using 
the cholera grounds I repeat that I see no reason 
why the people could 'not use them and if they can- 
not afford to erect pavilions or sheds for their con- 
venience then the Government should assist them in 
so doing. Personally, I do not think that there is 
any danger. The mere fact that the cholera grounds 
have not been used for a very long time does away 
with the possibility of infection and I hope that the 
matter will be taken up by the Government and 
permission will bt. given to erect pavilions or sheds ou 
these cholera gronntls. For some years this ques- 
tion of access to the sea has been uppermost in the 
minds of the people of this Country. Some years 
ago, the Government acquired certain spots of land 
for the purpose and those spots of land have been 
used by people in this Country with a great degree 
of comfort. T know that the senior member for St. 
James will be able to speak on that subject with 
authority, and that the tendency has always been 
to assess the particular land at a figure whereby the 
owner does not suffer. In any case I think that this 
is a move in the right direction and I heartily SUP- 
port the passing of this Resolution. 

Mr. NOTTLEY: I think a few more facts should 
be given in coimection with this Resolution. My 
views on the compulsory acquisition of land are 
well known. I am one of those persons who do not 
believe that you should put the Land Acquisition 
Act into operation until you have explored every 
avenue aiid made every possible effort to get land 
from people otherwise. But, Sir, with regard to 
this question of playing fields, long before the Wel- 
fare Fund came into existence enlightened public 
opinion felt that there is the necessity for playing 
fields in the several parishes of the island. I have 
expressed privately my views-I think I have ex- 
pressed them publicly also-on the subject but I 
do not think I have had the opportunity of express- 
ing them in this House. I am going to do so now 
and I know that they may not be approved by 
quite it number of persons. Mr. Speaker, I feel this 
way about the matter: Before me even attempt to 
acquire land compulsorily for this purpose, some 
sort of co-operation should be sought between the 
Government, the Vestries, and other people, be- 
cause, Sir, I am of the considered opinion that per- 
sons in this Country who have many acres of land 
in several parishes should not even think of selling 
some of it for the purpose of establishing playing 
fields but that they should give it free, gratis and 
for nothing or give it on a lease for 99 years a t  
what is known as "a pepper-corn rent". I make no 
apology for saying that. I was much surprised when 
I read somewhere that a certain landowner in the 
parish of St. Thomas had been asking a price of 
$3400 an acre for land for a playing field. I am one 
of those who believe that land should fetch what it 
is worth but I think that it is an outrageous thing 
for a landed proprietor in St. Thomas to charge 
such an outrageous price for land that is required 
for the establishment of a playing field. I feel that 
large companies who own land and individuals who 
own a certain amourit should give part of it on a 
99-year lease for the establishment of playing fields. 
I do not advocate the taking away of land from 
small plantation omiiers who have to use i t  for their 
lirelihood bnt m-e have people in this Country-I 
am thinking of landowners in parishes such as Christ 
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Church, St. Thomas and St. Lucy-who are making 
a serious mistake in not showing the people of this 
Country that they are willing to co-operate. If 
these landowners give up  portions of their lands for  
the purpose of playing fields they will discover in 
the future that it pays great dividends because you 
cannot expect people to work only. People are en- 
titled to have a certain amount of recreation and 
undoubtedly the scope for recreation in this island 
has been limited for years. Now, Sir, this Resolution 
merely deals with 1 ac. 3 ro. of land belonging to 
an  individual who is a small landowner in the par- 
ish of St. Joseph but I may mention quite seriously 
tnat there are some landowners in St. Joseph wno 
could give up 4 or 5 acres of land for a playing field 
in  that parish and let this lady keep her acre and 
three roods of land. There are persons in St. Joseph 
who have done well in  this Country and they 
could well afford to give 4 or 5 acres of land 
each for the purpose of playing fields. It is un- 
fortunate that the Vestr3- of the parish of St. Joseph 
who are the people responsible for the selection of 
the site for a playing field in that parish, did not 
select part of Joes River plantation. I ask honour- 
able members to consider very seriously whether 
the Government shonld be asked to take away 
this lac. 3rd. of land from this poor individual 
which may be all her life's savings. There is no 
wonder that an agreement has not 'been reached in 
respect of the price for this land. Now I say this: 
If I were a member of the Vestq- of the parish of 
St. Joseph I woulcl have fought to the bitter end 
to see that my colleagues at that Vestry acquire land 
from those persons who could more afford to give up 
land. If you put the Land Acquisition Act into oper- 
ation in this instance, you may be doing this small 
individual a great deal of harm land I throw out the 
suggestion to the Vestry of the parish of St.  Joseph 
that i t  is their duty to reconsider this proposal and 
select as a site for a playing field part af the land of 
people who can afforcl to gire 5 or 6 acres of land 
for the purpose. I am hoping that the senior mem 
ber for St. Thomas, in his effort to convince us that 
we must pass this Resolution today, will tell us that 
the Vestry of St. Joseph has done every possible thing, 
that this is the only possible site to be obtained in 
St. Soseph for this pnrpow and that the Vestry 
cannot do otherwise than take a~i-ay this poor woman's 
land when there ,are large plantation owners in the 
parish of St.  Joseph. To me it is not fair to this lady. 
The junior member for St. Joseph is a member of 
the V e s t q  of the parish of St. Joseph and he should 
be able to tell this House if this is the onlp proper 
site for the establishment of a Community Centre 
and a playing field in  the parish of St. Joseph. 1 do 
not pretend to know the parish of St. Joseph as well 
as he Imows i t  'but I know that you cannot tell me 
t.hat Bathsheba is the only place in  St. J o k p h  where 
you can get land for this purpose. I wonder if thp 
Vestry of the parish of St. Joseph would have acrreel! 
to this proposal if this land belonged to one of the 
Vestrymen of the parish! I nnderstand that thr  
senior member for St.  Tmcy-I am throwin? a bou- 
quet at  him - who owns vast acres in the parish of 
Bt. h c y  has given land for  th;e establishment of a 
playing field. The junior member for  St.  James has 
done the same thing. Why can't other big land- 
owners do likewise? There is, for instanoe, Xfr. 
" Josh" R a p e s  who owns broad acres in the 
parishes of St .  Andrew and St. Joseph and who 
could very well give 5 or  6 acres for a plapirg 
field and the sooner members on this side of the 
House get up and say so, the sooner there mill be m o r ~  
harmonv among the people in this Countv.  Yon do 

not bring in a Bill to compu1soril~- acquire s o ~ m  .)f 
Joes River land but poor Tera Hinksoiils acre 
three roods must be acquired compulsorily. I repeat 
that I do not think i t  is fair. I mould welcome the 
Government coming here to take away some of Xr. 
Williams's land if he refused to let the Vestry cf 
St. Joseph have i t  on reas~oiiable tekins for a, Car 
munity Centre and Playing F'ield ancl I hope th 

1 
6;' other landowners will follow the example wl-ii~th 

the senior member  for St. Lucy and the junior for  
St.  James have setl. I h o v i n g  the junior member 
for St. dames as I do I say that it is' 
not only a political gesture on his paTt 
because you only have to attend meetings c 
of Boards ~13th him and see hon- quickly he 
could see the turn of things and what should be 
done. Mr. Speaker, I know that there are colleagtys 
08, mine on this side of the table, with whom I spoke 
privately on this matter, who w e e  with what I 
have said but they might not want to get up  and 
supporh what I have said. I suggest to the Coven- 
ment to reconsider the matter before this Resolu. 
tion is passed. 

MR. FOSTER: Mr. Speaker, I aiii afraid that 
I cannot see with the senior member for the City 
h this instance. 1, for a monleiit, do not see that 
J ou are taking any ad\-antage of this landlady. The 
landlady is quite willing to sell this land but she is 
asking an exorbitant price. I have had a n  interview 
with her. She wants to sell the land; therefore, I do 
not see that the Vestry of St. Joseph is doing her 
any wrong. The Vestry is perfectly right ill getting 
as central a site as possible for the establishment of 
this Community Centre and Playing Field a t  Bath 
sheba. You are not depriving this lady of anything; 
she wants to sell the land but she is asking a price 
which I consider is exorbitant. 

MR. SMITH: I sincerely hope that when 
honourable members are desirous of speaking on 
<any subject that arises in this House they x~ill  
satisfy themselves that they know something about 
what they are going to talk. Now, Sir, the senior 
member for the City asked us to-day why Joes River 
Company or Mr. Williams could not give a piece 
of land for this playing field and leaw this poor 
lady with her acre and three roods of land. 
Sir, if Joes River Company had given us a whole 
plantation it would rlot slut the purpose of a play- 
ing deld. This is a spot that abuts the old railway 
property that belongs to the Government. You will 
ilotice that the addendum to the Resolution states that 
the plot of land required for this purpose is just 
orer three acres, of which an area of 1% acres is 
government land and 131 acres the property of Miss 
Bera Hinkson. The members of the Vestry of St. 
Joseph, of whom l am one. selected this site for this 
Community Centre and Playing Field. and while 
up  to now I am not satisfied in my mind that i t  is 
a suitable site for a playing field yet it .is 
an  ideal site for a recreation centre. If the senior 
member for the City knom Bathsheba and ever 
went to that part of the island on a bank-holiday 
or  on occasions when th,. Churches are h a ~ ~ i n g  their 
Sunday School excursions. he would say ' ' Oh. yes ; 
this is a suitable place for a Community Centre." 
Sometimes I believe that men-  resident in S t  
Michael, and St.  James and Christ Church is at 
Bathsheba. You will see the buses lined np prac- 
tically from Powell Spring bay house and on the 
morning after a h o l i d a ~  or an excursion you could 
not see a greater mess a t  any other site in  this 
island than a t  Bathsheba. I t  is the only site in St. 
Joseph that is suitable for  this pltrpose. If  Joes 
River Company p a w  UF. 40 acres of land it ~ o n l d [  
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aot be as suitable as this site. The members of tht 
Vestry of St. Joseph asked Xiss Vera Hiukson t4 
meet them on the spot and we negotiated with he1 
for the purchase of this particular land. She told 
us that she would have to take the matter up with 
her people and give us a reply but that she mm 
quite m-illing to sell the spot. If this lady built a 
ay house on this spot I would not be the gerson 

rent it from her. I would riot be able to sleep in it 
t night. It is not arable land and it abounds in man- 

chineel trees. The only use to which that land could be 
' put is a playing field. I feel that me are doing this lady 

' a favour when we buy this spot from her. As I 
@ have said, it abuts governnzent land but the Vestry 

would not be able to build a dance hall aud have 
** suEcient space for a playing field on the land that 

\ the government proposes to give us, This particular 
it; spot is not for a playing field only. We would be 
L 

* '1 
erecting bathing cubicles, so that persons conld 
have a fresh water bathe after a sea water bathe 
and the children from the other parishes will be 

L able to amuse themselves in the dance hall. 1 
thought that there was something about which the 
senior member for the City manted to see me in a 
conversation over the telephone but he would not 

k 
come to me and to-day he finds hiinself floundering 
and speaking on something about which he knows 
nothing. If he wanted the facts he should have 
communicated with me, although 'I do not think the 
Advocate would publish them to-morrow morning. 
This lady is asking too high a price for this land; 
i t  is the opinion of the Playing Field Committee of 
the Vestry, including myself, that the price she 
.asks for is too high but we still want the spot for 
the benefit of the people in the island as a myhole: 
this playing field will be for the use of the people 
of the whole island and not of St. Joseph's parish 
alone. This lady refused to take, less for the lapd 

-p and the only thing that was left for the Playing Field 
Committee to do was to refer the matter to the 
Government and if the Government sees its way to 
pay her that price, then i t  is O.K. with the Vestry 
of St. Joseph, but we shall have done our duty. I t  
is quite possible that appraisers may give her more 
than what she has asked for ;  we have to rely on 
them for their raluation and T hope that they mill 
amive a t  a very reasonable figure because the resi- 
dents of Bathsheba and all over the island are 
badly in need of a Coinnmnity Centre and Playing 
Field of this sort. 

a* Nr. AULDER: My only regret is that this 
Act is going to be used against what is termed a 

C small landowner but the argument adduced by 
p r d o u s  speakers is that the desire to own this 
land is based on the fact that the Government 
already owns a piece adjoining i t  and that the two 

4 pieces would enable them to establish a Community 
Centre as well as a playing field on the site. But, 
S*, I am hoping that this is the insertion of the 
thin edge of the wedge to control, direct, and 
redistribute the land in this colony. If a similar 
oceurrence takes place in the parish of St. James, 
that  is to say, if an attempt is made to obtain a 
specific piece of land f o ~  the establishment of a 
playing field in that, parish and the price asked for 
is exorbitant, this incident gives me greater hope 
that this Act mill be applied. As 'regards the 
question of playing fields I know that me are going 
to meet with p e a t  difficulty in getting land in the 
several parishes suitable for the purpose, and 1 
am glad that TW have started to act on this partic- 
d a r  piece of l~gislation SO as to meet the future 
vith greater assnrance in regard to the actions of 

( certain land owners in this colony. 

JIr. FOSTER: I am not making a tecond 
speech but I would like to draw to the attention or' 
the niover of this Resolution that this lady's name i s  
1107v- 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is 
out of order. 

Dr. I S :  The point which the juuior 
member for St. Andrew wants to draw to the atten- 
tion of this House is a very small point. I have 
discussed it already with one or two legal men that is, 
when the Executive Committee or the Vestry of St. 
Joseph b t  dealt with this lady, her name was then 
Vera Hinkson, but she has since married. However, 
that is a small point. But what am- me is the 
ease with which some honourable members of this 
House get up and elaborate on a subject about which 
they know nothing. The senior member for the City 
was most fulsome on this matter and he knows nothing 
about it. The history of this land is that it adjoins 
lVi acres of land which is already owned by the Gov- 
ernment, and the Vestry wauts this piece of land to 
sdd to what the Government already has for the 
purpose set out by my friend, the junior member for 
St. Joseph. The senior member for the City said 
that we are taking advantage of this poor woman who 
has to depend on this land for a livelihood. Nothing 
is farther from the truth. This land'is barren land. 
As the junior member for St. Joseph said, nothing but 
manchineel trees would grow on i t  and this lady asked 
2500 an acre for the land. The Vestry of St. Joseph 
thought that price was too high and offered her 5400 
per acre for it; that she also refused and even t h ~ t  
price was too much. The Vestry knew that it Gas too 
much but they wanted to get the scheme going and 
inasmuch as this lady refused the per acre offered 
her, the Government thought that this was the only 
means of obtaining the land. Now as regards the point, 
raised by the junior member for St. Thomas, my hon- 
ourable and worthy colleague, and supported by the 
senior member for St. John, I will say that the Govern- 
ment intends, wherever and whenever n e c e m y ,  to 
use this means. The Vestries of the several parishes are 
requested by the Chvernment to aelect sites for 
Community Centres and Playing Fields in %heir 
respective parishes and after a Vestry has bargained 
for the pnrchase of a suitable site and is unable to 
come to a decision, the Government, wherever and 
whenever it thinks it is necessary, %ill take steps to 
acquire land mmpulsory for this purpose. Those 
are the main points I want to answer. I cannot add 
anything to what has been said by the junior member 
for St. Joseph. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before you put the ques- 
tion, Sir, there is only one statement I w m t  to make. 
I t  may be true to say that S500 an acre is excessive, 
considering that only manchineel trees will grom Gn 
this land, but one has to bear in mind that this land is 
situated at what, as the junior member for St. Joseph 
said earlier today, is known as a seaside resort par 
excellelzoe in the island. Six cents a square foot is 
really not too high for seaside land at Bathsheba. As 
a seaside resort Bathsheba certainly outrank Dover, 
Silver Sands and some parts of M m e l l  Coaat. 
Spots at Dover are, being sold now-spots on which 
only manchineel and grape tw grow--a~~d from 
what I understand that land is sold a t  $8,000 an acre 
A 1/4 acre spot cwts around $2,000. I do not think 
that the remark that the owner of this land depends 
on it for a livelihood is meant to suggest that she 
cultivates i t  for a livelihood or her income. Whcllt is 
meant is that being a woman of limited means she may 
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have beell looking forward to this land as a nest-egg 
when she disposes of it; that i t  may bring her some 
money which would be of some use to her in years to 
come. l agree with the idea of the Government 
acquiring land wherever and whenever at the cheap- 
est possible rate and that is why, when we bought the 
Central Fo~uldry's land at over 53 per sq. ft., 
l objected to i t  most strongly-. As a matter of fact Z 
voted against it and even though this woman may be 
a woman in  moderate or poor circumstances, if she 
was trying to exploit the situation d would also 
express my strong objection at many attempt on her 
part to exploit the Government. But I defy any 
meniber of the Government to go to any part of 
Bathsheba today and purchase Land, even 200 yards 
from the seafront, for building or  for this purpose 
for less than S500 an acre. Land on the whole is 
being sold a t  12 cents per  sq. ft. Even on Cleavers 
Hill a small residence was sold not so long ago and the 
land fetched a price i n  the vicinity of ten cents per 
sq. ft .  The person who bought it is a well known 
businessman and he bought it for the purpose of 
erecting a seaside house. I f  a private; individual 
was gomg to buy this lmd from t h i ~  lady for build 
ing purposes, she would not be offered less than £500 
per acre. T b r e  is land adjacent to  this land apd 
owned by the Government which it refused to sell 
but which i t  leased to a Mr. Cardy. I forget the 
figure, but he peid the Government a high rental 
value for the land on which his hotel stood and if the 
Government was selling this land, it would not sell it 
for  less than six cents per square foot. I do not 
think that the demand is excessive if the owner oP 
this land demanded six cents per square foot for  it. 
The junior member for  St. Joseph knows that when 
the Vestry decided not to pay the price asked for, at 
least two of the same vestrymen would have paid more 
for it if they could have bought it privately. I f  the 
honourable member does not know that, I am 
sure that the owner of the land would tell it to him. 
While, I repeat, the Government is in duty bound to 
endeavour to gat this land as cheaply as possible, I do 
not think that the owner would be robbing the 
Treasury if we paid her the six cents per sq. ft .  
which, she asked for. 

The question that  this thislo~tion do now pass is 
put and resolved in the aBmative, the division being 
as f o l l o ~ s  :- 

Ayes : DR. CUMMINS, ~ S S R S .  SMITH, FOSTER, 
ALLDER. MAW, Mmm, BRYAN, COX, F. L. WQLCOTT, 
ADAMS, CRAWFORD, BRANCKEFC, MOTTLEY, E. K. 
WALCOTT, WILKINSON, and WARD - 16. 

Noes : &SSRS. GILL and BETHELL - 2. 
911 the inotion of Ilr. ADAMS, seconded bp Dr. 

C n ~ n r r s s ,  tip Ronse i s  adjmlrned until 5.30 o'clock 
p.m. 

REPLIES LAID 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-T beg to lay on 

the Table of the House the Replies to Questions No. 
6 standing in the name of the honourable junior 
member for St.  Thomas. 

COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY 

Mr.  SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
stands in  the name of the honourable senior mem- 
ber for S t .  Joseph:-To move the House into Com- 
mittee of Supply to consider the grant of sums of 
money for the service of the Government. 

On the motion of Mr.  ADANS, seconded by N r .  
Cox, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House 

went into Committee of Supp1.c-. &. S ~ T H  being 
in  the Chair. R" 

Alr. ADANS: The first Resolution, Nr .  Chair 
man is a Resolution for $1,500 to supplement 
Estimates 1950-31. Part  I, Current, as s h o ~ ~ n  in t e 
the Supplementary Estimates 1950-51, S o .  11,  hi ,h 
forn~ the schedule to this Resolution. f 

As honourable members will see from the ad? 
dendum, this amount is required in  connection with 
the planting of trees; it is to meet the purchase of: 
50,000 pots a t  6 cents each. $3,000, and the cost 
of labour in connection with the collection and sift- 
ing the mould, and with the sowing, potting and 
care of the seedling trees, $1,500. The question of 
thk planting of trees is fresh in  the minds of hon- 

ourable members and therefore it is unnecessary for 
me to do more than move the passing of the Resolu- 
tion. I beg to move that this Resolntion do now pass. 

3Ir. COX : T beg to second that. 
The question that this Resolution do now pass 

was put and resoh-ecl in the affirmative without di- 
&ion. 

ESPESSES 1.e CULTIVATIOS OF TREES 

Mr. ADANS: The next Resolution, Mr Chair- 
man, is one for $1,600 to supplement the Estimates 
1950-51, Par t  11, Capital Estimates, as shown in  the 
Supplementary Estimates 1950-51, No. 12, which 
form the schedule to this ResolrAion. 

As honourable members mill see from the Ad- 
dendum, this amount is needed for the purpose of 
:xtending the existing potting shed so as to provide 
more room for planting especially the 50,000 young 
plants the purchase of which is mentioned in  the 
Resolution which has just been passed. I beg to 
move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Resolution do now pass 

man put and resolved in  the affirmative without di- 
vision. 

On the inotion of Nr. ADAIIS, seconded by Mr. 
Cox, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of two Res- 
dutions in Committee of Supply. 

Mr. SPEAKER res~med  the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

On motions of Mr. ADA~IS, seconded by Dr. CUX- 
mss in each case. the Resolutions passed in Commit- 
tee werca read a first and second time and agreed to. 

STATEJIEST LZE \'ESTRZES ASD JGRORS 
(AillEXDRfEKT) BILLS 

JIr, ADAMB: As regards the next two Orders- 
iecond reading of a Bill to provide for the qualifica- 
iou and registration of voters for a Vestry, and 
,ecoud reading of a Bill to amend the Jurors Act and 
o set out the qualifications for Jurors-I would 
ike to make a statement which arises from the fact 
hat a misunderstanding has arisen in the minds of 
iome members of the Other Place on reading a rather 
naccarate version in  the Advocate newspaper of 
vhat I said about these Bills in  the House. It is to 
)e nnderstood that one realises that a newspaper even 
)f the size of the Advocate cannot publish verbatim 
rhst  honourable members say and I sympathise with 
3eporters who find i t  difficult always to hear what 
lonourable members sap and who must of necessitp 
nake a precis of vhat  is said : but i t  is unfortunate 
hat as that version read. i t  gave the impression, 



that c ~ i t h r  the C:orerilxent o r  1115-sd' n as t r y i ~ ~ g  
to threaten the Other l'lace. l sad that l h a ~ l  
intended when l came into the I1ouc.e to ask leave to 
deal with these two Bills in all their stages, but i t  
occurred to me that to  have proceeded with these 
Sills would have been an attempt to re5tore somethiitg 
wh~ch has not yet been repealed. 1 feel that Your 11011- 
our will noti be oftended if I say that if Tour IIoi~our 
ad~ises,  and if aftcr consultation with wme hon. 
inembers who might haw been for a, long time mem- 
bers of this House, i t  is felt that i t  is in order to pro- 
ceed with these 1311s. I am perfectly willing and anx- 
ious to proceed with thein; but it appeared to me 
that the Act has not yet been changed, which would 
change the qualifications for Vestrymen or jurors. and 
until that was done i t  seemed illogical to make an 
amendment to pnt back wtnething whic3h has not yet 
been removed. I wish to make clear what the Gov- 
ernment's position is. Tt is np to the Other Place to 
do anything they like with the Bill ~d-hich has been 
sent up to tliein; no one would be so impertinent as 
to dictate to the Other Place what they sboulcl do or 
what they should not do. When the Other Place 
amends the law, then the occasion for putting back 
-the qualifications for Vestrynwn and jurors will arise. 
I give the absolnte assurance that i t  is not the policy 
of the Government to attempt to alter those qualifi- 
cations by the propowd alteration which affect\ the 
yaalifications of members and voters in respect of the 
General Assembly. When Your Honour intimates to 
me what is Y o u  Hononr'q uiew, 1 shall act according- 
lp. As regards Order R'o. l l-Second reading of a 
Rill to provide for the regulation of Public Utilities- 
1 understand that that Bill has not yet been printed. 
1 ask leave to postpone the considcratioi~ of thew threp 
.Orders. 

There being no objection. leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

ADDRESS R E  PURCHASE O F  ROSEGATE 
TENANTRY 

' Mr. ALLDER: I ask leave to proceed with the 
Address of which I gave notice earlier this afternoon 
.as the first Order of the Day under Private Blembers' 
Business. 

i\lr. F. L. WALCOTT : I want my objection to 
be noted: if any honourable member wants to bring 
forward anything as a matter of urgency, 1 think i t  
is but $air to other members that they should be mad{: 
aware of i t  in proper time. If i t  is a matter o,f life 
a d  death, by all means we cfan proceed n ith i t ;  but 
thertvise the procedure of the House would be de- 

.S soyed if an  honourable meniber can bring forward 
a matter afPectinp his constituency and have i t  tip- \ 

ed right laway. The IToi~se is not a place for con- 

Dr. CUMMINS : 1 too. want to hiave my objec- 
tion ioted. T heard the honourable meinher read an 
A d i l L  earlier this afternoon and he showed me the 
*4rldl-edq. It is a11 Adclress of a srriouq nature. Jn 
my q i a i b n  it shoi~ld be printed and circulated so as 
to allow hohurablc members to hare time to stndy it. 

The que&ion that this! Address be nliade the first 
Order of t h e k k y  llncler Private hlem'bers' Business 
was put and rasolved in the affirrnatire, the follolr-in# 
division being taken :- 

Afjf .< : &khsrs. 83i1T11. REF:C'E. L~I~TJDCR.  JIILLEIZ. 
MAPP. E, I<. %%LCOTT, CRAWFORD> ~ R A T C I I E R ,  3 1 0 ~ ~ -  
LEY, GILL and GODDARD- ( l1  ) . 

Koes: n r  .CVMMINF &kssrs. COS. F. T A .  TV~TXOTT. 
ADA W. WILKINHON and TARIF- (6).  

JIr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day 
under Private Members' Biwines stands in the namr 

of the honourable senior member for  St. John:--To 
I ~ T  cL t l ~ r  passing of an Addre% to His Excdency the 
Governor reidting to the acquisition by the Govern- 
ulenr: of' the llen&mtry known ra3 "Rosegate" in the 
(~mihh 01:' St .  Johii. 

ALLL)EI<: Mr. Speaker:, - This ~ ldd res s  
wads as follo1~-s :- 

T h e  Bouse  of Assembly  ' 
- 
- " 

His  8 a e l l e n c y  the Govermpr 

The House of Assembly is of the opinion that the 
l is t~ibution of the landed area in t h k  Colony has npt 
3een kept in line with the growth and expansion of 
the population. 

2. The Iiouse of A3sembly ob~erves that unless 
I policy for re-distribution of the landed area in this 
2olony becomes pmcatic(d, lany attempt to implement 
-he progl-anme of the rehouising of the peoplei (,to 
Yvhich the Government has already committed itself), 
~ o u l d  be met n ith difficulty. 

3. The House of Assembly is awh8re that the 
I'enanbry in the parish of St. John, knclwn as R o p  
:ate, (and comprised of thirty acres, more or lemI), 
s on the market rfor sale. 

4. The House of Assembly is aware that m a y  
)f the present tenants have lived most of their lives 
m this land, and would find i t  d8icult to obtain land 
+?ewhew; further that they have not the' means to 
mrchase the spots on which their hauses now stand 
,I ithont Government assistance. 

5 .  The Ifoase of Assembly would give favour- 
ible consideration to a Resolntion sent down by Your 
Excell~ncy for the ipnrpose of iacqniring this Tenantry 
o be nsed uncler the scheme for rehousing the peopb, 
~s is being done at the Bay Estate. 

6. The House of Assembly therefore, respect- 
fully reyueyt Your Excellency to take immediate 
steps, which wonld give effect t o  this request. 

This Address n e e b  no pressing if hoaowab1s 
nernbers know the land situation i n  this colony and 
memember the difficult circumstances which confront- 
?d those people of Carrington's Village when that ten- 
h t r y  was sold out and the people had to remove their 
louses off the land !for which mme honourable mem- 
3ers of this Home said a t  the time that an exofiitant 
wice had been charged. Mr. Speaker, I am appiroach- 
ng the paming of this Address with a certain amouat, 
~f unhdppilless brought about by the unwfiingnessl ~ i :  
he four members of this House WEN sit &S meml?ers of 
he Executive Committce to consider the Address and 
,vho finally \rill have to give their assent to its passing 
~chen it reachcw the Exec~~t ive  Committee. J am go- 
ng to t ry  to get honourable members to see the wig  * 
lom of this matter and the sympaithy which it de- 
wves  and thcre is also the question of the peo& 
rho expect to suffer if the Government does, not ste@ 
n and give them the assistance which they need. Fo? 
the past three wc&s I have had several tenants of 
this same tenantry coming to me with the fear  that 
some of them will have to lea.ve this- land; one man 
raid that he lived there for 48 years, another said that 
he lived there for 30 years and so on down the-line. 
These people have been aoeustomed to living on pBan- 
baition land vithout any ffouble af having to remove 
their houses, but for some reason or othen*, recently 
t h e  owlerc of this tenantry have decided to sell it 
and that is w h y  all these tenallts are running around 
trying to ask for n!cway. J told them that the o n l ~  thing 
that Ijcc; in 11ry p o w r  to do is to  appeal to the bym- 
pathj- of their Government to see whlat it can do to 
- a w  thr sitiwtioll in thei~q intdrest. T feel that this 
ii-01dlI hc an e?sy dvision for the Government to make 



i i G d ~ i ~ l ~ c l l  a3 tenantlie., v hicli cost 5everal hundred. 
t iuzs more than thehe 30 cdd acres are gohg to cost, 
have been bought rdad up to nov they have not been 
l u t  into use. The Government has published its 
decision to carry )a similar scheme which exists at th.: 
Ba j  h i i d  and the Pine to every palish and that is 
mhat ha5 caused me to feel that this would be a good 
oppor~unity for the Government to go to a rural dis- 
t r k t  and implement what has already been impls- 
mented ih St. Sliehiael. Knowing the difficulty which 
exists to get large pclrtiolzs of land in  an agricultural 
tiiitrict, I feel that this land ~vould be a Gocl-sencl 
to  the tioverniuent ; hence 1 decided by the uiqh d 
the people to bring furwarcl this Address. l feel thdt 
i t  is the duty of the (;overnment to see that the peoplt 
i n  the cdountry areab-those unfortunate people T V ~ G  

kwve s ~ d e r e d  the c+anefields with their s m a t  sad 
blood, who have been exploited ifor over 300 year:, arld 
urho are now in tlle gullies-are bronght to the front 
end given the amenities which they need. To-dity 
the first h o n o ~ ~ a b l e  membar to protest ,against thib 
Adclress is the same honourable member------ 

JIr. F. G. \T\TAIICOTT : On a point of order. 1 did 
not protest against thcl Ad(1ress; 1 protested against 
thc ho~~o~l rah i i~  nlrmloer having this Addrcsh mad:: 
t j ~ :  Brit Order ok t l ~ c  Day. If the honow.nblr mem- 
her krrr:r about this matter for the last three n wks lie 
~honltl  h a w  hror.ght it here so that I noultl lmon 
about ~t too. 

Mr. I T  l To fnrther clarify the nutter.  
t l ~ e  honoil~;~l)ir~ 111f.tnber is opposing aii ,iclilress of 
thL nature. 

L .  F. I \ V  O r  : I want the honourablr 
n~ember to bt, v(~rwvt;  1 am uot ayi~inst the passing 
of the Addresq. 

illis. ALL1)ER: h man td1o ljvcs on this saiw 
tmantry came to nlr about one o'clock today and told 
lilt1 that he me4 the honourable senior member for 
St .  Xichael a id  t 1 1 ~  honourable member told hiln that 
the 6>overnment is not going to consid& the matter. 

an1 asking if t h c  honourable menlber was express- 
ing t h ~  policy of the Executive Committee or if the 
statement caaiiw 1'1+ou! I:im alone. I told the man that i 
was surprised to Irmr that tbe honourable senior mep- 
ber for ,St. 1Gchnel had %aid that, and that I doubted 
whether the Uo~wwment l m e ~ ~  !anything about the 
A dclrt3ss ancl thereifore a regponsible member of thc 
Executive Coninlittee should not e s p r e s ~  himself as 
he did before anything came before them. A11 these 
things do not help the progress of the masses of thjc, 
colony : I feel that the time has c30me when sympathy 
must not only be preached but i t  should be practised 
fon?uhrds the unrtei-privileged people who long wanted 
legislators w11o ~aeally k n o ~ ~  their suffering and who 
in truth and in f a d  mill show their sympathy in what- 
ever policy they adopt as a Government. If the Goy- 
ernment does consider the horrible plight in  whigh 
these tenant.: find themselves, the only alternative for 
thesc people n-cmlrl he to resolre themselves to accept 
whatever burdeu might be placed upon then1 by rirtue 
of the activitiei oY a land hungry population as we 
have in this colon?- High prices and several other 
thinpi conw about a \  a result of land being highly in 
cirrnancl and thwc ;Ire always people who are willing 
to nay even mow for the Iand than what is its true 
value. Thesct tc.u;i~~ts c.'annot compete in the marliet 
against thosc* d ~ o  are htronger financially ancl who 
want to b ~ y  the land;  thel- only have to hope that 
somebody who has power at  his disposal will come in 
and save the situation. and the only savionr whom they 
can have is the 0ovc.rnnient which they hare reinstat- 
ed. If that Government leaves them out they must re- 
s o l v ~  themselvei to he cast to the cornmerein1 r\-olveq 
'as we know we lime. I ~ o u l c i  not be snrpriqed if 

,onit intli\ic!i:al 1,ahL t h  ~ilcl? rcqujred for the xholc 
tc:iantry nul l   tile^^ :old tile people: "Gire  me SO 
lilw!~ ;m 1 ho 111:1~11 L( )Y +his lanrl or ?et ofi : pllT 
fovernnlent has refused to buy it and thercfo~e----- 

31r. SPKIICEK : I dn not think that the hon- 
lurahle membcr shudd a,a~:nie the C~ou?rnment of 
~onlrthing nhirdh is nvt before them. I am just 
n ttri:ing the hononrable lileiuber. 

311.. XLLDER : I tlianlc your PIomur but it h a  
Jeen intima-ted to me that this Address ~ d l  not biiq; 
11e result which is dewirable. I have made a fcm point3 
tllcl I notice that the Gove~*nnient which I feel lmows 
tire real circumstances of the masses is not eTven being 
.yn~pathet i~.  but it has on mauy occasions ex- 
pressed it~. sympathy for the m\asses. I hope t h a ~  
the time although short, nil1 be sufficient to give the 
Gowrmlent the opport~unity to arouse its synipathy 
rnd see what can be clone in the interest of these 
trmnts. I can sep the diiiicultj- with which a Gov- 
t~rmiciit csnii be confronted if fhere is before i t  a pro- 
jcct which talls for a large amount of nioney to 
finance it ; but the pnrchasc of 30 odd acres of l a i d  in 
,i rural parish cannot call for any large sum of money 
,r for a Ic~~yt l r  sum of i1lu1lc>- than L have see11 p a s d  
Ly this tlouie n-ithill a day in relrpect of awther  pro- 
,!wt. 1 ban1 taken the troiibIl~ to approach the nlan- 
agcr who i,, in vhargt. of this land and hc told me 
that there are 58 tenanti on the land and when J sat- 
that 56 teimits are there, it does not nwan that only 5 b  
pt.ol11c are ~nvol\-eti. Knowing the cougestion whicl: 
take:, place in thc couutry oning to the limited areas 
of 1:tnd for expansion, you can n d t i p l y  that number 
bf tj or 6 and h i t ~ e  the exact number of people wk.0 
arcb living un that tenantry. As wc know, nnost of 
the land i11 thesc areas is wntrolletl by the plal~tatioll 
owners who only gire way to the d<~nla~ids for house 
spots to the immediate labourers. This particuhr land 
has already been clevloped; ryadh have been laid 
c l o ~ ~ u  ancl the n1dnagi.r in charge told me that the 
the people get a good yield per year from their crops. 

would like to ask thic nuestion: mTonld it be fair 
,r right 01% requisite for ns as a Governmen: to allow 
ihesc. pcople to be rooted u p  lbsoni the land which 
they have husbanded for so many years and leave 
all that they have enjoyed to be enjoyed by sorne- 

agricultural districts ; and when it conies to the ?pen- 
diture of Government revenue, that should b., done 
for the benefit uf a1J. We shouId not out FI 

parish or two and do things and feel that,Sfn respect 
of other pariqhes the people h a w  alwayd been accns- 
torned to hardships and privations and'therefore we 
need not address onrselves to then% I would 
certainly like, Xr. Speaker, to hear the argx- 
mellts which are going to be adduced 18 
months from now; I hope that the people will 
take things into their o v a  hands a.nd do what any 
aspiring people should do. We have the example of 
thc Belgian people who have dedded that the only 
salvation for the masses is action by the masses, in- 
stead of a few people who feel that they have all the 
political power that there is on earth and therefore 
they must do whatever they like regardless of t h  
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feelings ol" others. \That co-operation are you talking 
about nhen you do not want to be reciprocal 111 your 
dealings? Do you think that everybody must sup- 
port Xr. -.A" but &. "A" must not support you? 
Do you think that everybody will sit quietly all the 
time? Somebody nlust bell the eat; we cannot go on 
like this all the time. 1 have seen members who have 
given this Government trouble and they are in  sup- 
port 

Xr. SPEAKER: I s  the honourable member 
still speaking on this Address? 

Mr. ALLDER: Yes, Mr. Speaker, To those who 
feel that I want to give this Government trouble I say 
that it is fa r  from me to do that. I am trying to 
cause some members of the Government to come down 
from the clouds, see things as they are and do things 
which people feel they should do. I ~ o u l d  feel proud 
to say that you are justified in claiming my support 
because this and that have been done in my interest. 
When I see that things are not done, i t  raises my 
ire; i t  is not true that I do not want to see the Gov- 
ernment progress. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is 
dealing with the Governi~~ent more that1 with the 
subject-matter of this Address: I warned the lioaour- 
able member sometime ago. 

Mr. BLLDER: I was only trying to elinch the 
argument for the passing of this Address. I am dos- 
ing nom- in  anticipation of the kindness which the 
people expect of the Government in implementing this 
Address. 7 beg to move that this Address do now 
pass. 

Mr. CRAUTFORD : l beg to second the motion. 
I read the text of the Address for the first time about 

!half an hour ago. This Address is comprised of six 
paragraphs: the first two paragraphs express the 
.opinion of the honourable mover with regard to the 
maldistribution of land in the colony and propose that 
something should be done to remedy the situation. 
The other four paragraphs merely ask the Govern- 
ment to consider the possibility of purchasing Rose- 
gate Tenantry in the parish of St. John, which ten- 
antry is now on the market for sale, and claims that 
-the House would give favourable consideration to any 
action which is taken by the Government to acquire 
this tenantry. Paying due attention to what this 
Address sets out, i t  is absolutely impossible to amre -  
ciate the opposition which th; ~ d d r e s s  encou&red 
earlier this afternoon. 

I Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot sit here and allow that 
remark : J cannot see that the Address has encountered 
.any opposition. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Perhaps I had better put i t  
his way: the opposition centred around the sugges- 
ion that the Address should be considered to-day. 
t may be true that the honourable mover should have 'E 

ctrcularised members of the House with copies of the 
Address earlier to-day, but that breaks no revolu- 
ti ary ground; in principle, it is nothing more than 
wh t we have done before. When we purchased %e 
Ba Estate for an amount probably ten times more 

' thai \ , what this land will cost, the honourable mover 
had the Address on that occasion passed without 
opposi\ion giving the Government a blank cheque to 
purchase that Estate. The Government vas giwc 
mrfu  hlunc7$$;~ in  the matter of th- purchase of tEo 
Cq-  Estate when we aireach had the P i n ~  Ei7,~tatc 
TVatcrford and Deacon's Road properties, ant  
coulrl there be any opposiltioa to te l lkg  the 
Govenlnirnt that this House woulcl considcl 
the propowl to acynire this tenantry in St. Joha 
in oldci. to save probably over 200 people from being 
(?based off the land on which they now live? This Ad 
drtlss does not ask the Governmrnt to commit itself tc 
cn-.thing 1no1.- :han thw- h a w  dhne before; it on15 
says *hat  the ROI~QP wovld z i ~ e  fa~ouvable considera 
+ j w  t o  tkr -  matter. A olance at this -Iddress for twc 
second< -;-odd be enough to satisfy even the most cap 

~ c i i ~ s  \pirit that so long as the House has the time to 
lexotc :o the proposal, so long as we are not com- 
i~ittlilg iursrlres ally further than we are asked to 
io, ce~tainlg no halm can be don? by supporting thi* 
lcitiress. *lfter all, we know how matters such 
111s go in this country; this is a very land hungry 
.ountry and i t  is in~possible to acquire an  acre of 
igricultu~al land in  this parish under $1,800 or 
b2J0010. If the Government in implementing its 
 ons sing policy >\-ant land even if we create our central 
t-Ionsing Authority and buy two or three sites in 
.very parish for carrying out housing schemes, it is 
lifficult, except by expropriation, to acquire an  area 
)f land of comparable size in this parish because the 
and is not in the market. This is an  excellent oppor- 
,unity for  the Government to obtain an  appreciable 
iite well situated in the parish, near a main highway 
rnd already developed to some extent-a site which 
.an be furthcr developed for the purpose of housing. 
I nant  to subinit that I have seen matters fa r  more 
.evolutionary in nature than this one, supported by 
-his Ilouae a t  even shorter notice; and I want further 
o submit that the honourablc m ~ ~ a b e r  in  asking th.s 
[louse to sul~port this ,Iddress this afternoou is merely 
lischarging to the best of his ability and as effectively 
3s he can, the obligation which he owes to his consti- 
tuents. As a matter of fact, were he to sit there and 
i n o ~  that this estate IS in the market and know the 
position in which the tenants would find themselves if 
'-he estate were acquired by private enterprise and 
,lid nothing at all abont it, he would be most severely 
wisurcd by the same people who were opposing the 
:onsideratioil of the Address this afternoon on the 
rround that they want more time to consider it. I 
?llggest that if they did severely censure the ho,nour- 
ible illember for not doing anything in  the matter, 
lhey wonhl have been doing i t  with justifica_tion for  
the simple reason that you do not pet 33 acres of land 
2f this sort for sale every day and therefore when you 
do get it 5;o:on haw to strike while the iron is hot. Tn 
view of the bittel. experiences which we have had in  
the Carrington7s Tillage and the Bay E$tate affairs 
w e  hare to exercise every possible care and utilise 
:very possible opportunity to see that, these bitter 
msperiences are not repeated. 

One phase of this matter to which I would like to 
niake reference in passing although not perhaps 
directly connected with the subject of this Address, is 
this : Ci~tler the Lahonr Welfare I-Iousing Scheme 
we arr  non- Irnclin~ monej to worlirrs jn l h?  
sugar industry to repair or extend or construct t heh  
homes; inost of these people at  present live on land 
owned by the plantation on mhich they work, and i t  is 
emecdingly difficult for people to conteinplatc making 
considrrablc extensions to their properties when the 
tenure of the land on which their house1 I we  situafrt~ 
is so relatirciy insecurc. The ultimate snccess of your 
housing scheme \rith respect to Labour Welfa~a  
is to be achieved by making it possiblel, a t  tile 
earliest possible date, for workers i n  the sugar in- 
dustry in every parish to own the piece of land on 
which they are going to construct their new homes. 
The~efore one would think that people who profess 
to have the interest of these people a t  heart would 
TT-clcome with both hands and promise .to xive the 
ntmoqt consideration to any proposal which sought to 
make it easier for people to acquire their own house 
spots, or mhich sought to make i t  easier for the Qov- 
m~mcnt to help people to acquire property with some- 
thing approximating a secure holding of the land on 
which thrir house5 stand. 1 hjvc sern on mow tlla~: 
on(. ocvasion in the past that czornparable areas were 
i n  the ma~liet in parishes thuou~hont  the island and 
thc represt.ntativcs of the particular parishes sug- 
!psted to the Crvvernnicnt that these areas should be 
ncqnirpil for a similar purpose to that suggested in  
I hi. 3 tldrc\s Some wggestions have been successful 
ii11~1 0 t h ~ ~ ~  hare not hecn successful; bnt I know per- 



h,ik- ~~c t t e l .  than many other honourable members that 
tllc iuiti hunger in this parish is very acute, and the 
r~ossh~ l i ty  of obtaimng land either for housing or for 
agricultural purposes is very remote. Therefore I 
swcerely hope that when me support the proposal con- 
tamed m this Address the Government will not only 
favourably consider it, but will actually take practioal 
strps to act in the spirit and letter of the Address. 
'Cr lth regard to the price of the land and the other 
detarls, those are things with which the Authorities 
should concern themselves immediately; but I suggest 
that this is a matter which will brook of no delay. I t  
1s a matter in  which the Authorities should act with 
all poasible expedition in order to allay the apprehen- 
&U which now exists on the part of the tenants who 
now occupy the spots. Any action on the part of 
the Government along the lines l suggest will be 
sincerely appreciated not merely hy the houourable 
senior member for St. John and myself, but also 
by the people who are most directly concernecl in 
tiiih w r j  ~ i t a l  matter. 

&lr. F. L. WALCOTT: When 1 rose to take 
objection to this Addrebs being taken as Order No. 1 on 
the Order Paper under Private Nembew' Baines.; 
I gave as my- reason for eoing se that 1 
knew- nothing about the Address. l never had a 
hint that an Address of this natnre was eolning before 
the Ilouse. This is a very important Address. If 
you refer to the Government introducing anything 
one day and the House considering it the same day, 
I want to say that the Oove~ : i~en t  has introduced 
nlatter.s and when honourable members said that  the^ 
wanted more time to consider them, the request was 
g l a~mt l .  When the Government introduces anything 
of which there is no knowledge beforehand i t  comes 
bcfore the Elouse as a case of an emergency. The pur- 
chahd of the site of the Central Foundry is an  instance 
of an emergency; the Government was pressed to da 
something. When we hear the hononrable mover 
talking about thc Government not being sympathetic, 
I vronld like to say that the four members of the 
Govurnment n-ere so unsympathetic that they could 
stand by the side of the hononrable member on each 
oceusion when he ran against the rocks so that he 
conki be here to-clay. The honourable member could 
not put sentences together so as to make himself un- 
derstood. The people who helped him are those wha 
are unsympathetic to-day; that is the gratitude you 
get i'rom people whom you have tried to assist. The 
honourable member has a short memory; he has a nem 
friend. The four members of the Government stood 
by the honourable meqber but now he is here, we 
are the first persons whom he can attack. The lion- 
ourable member can continue 

Mr. ALLDER: On a point of order. I s  the 
honourable member speaking on this Address? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I spoke to the bolzourabh 
senioi- member for St. John 1: shall speak to thc 
honourable senior member for St. Peter. 

Xr .  F. L. WALCOTT : S o  honourable membei 
can prevent me from expressing my views. I got uy 
to say what I have said and I thank Your Honour fol 
your indulgence. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I think I can throw some ligh' 
on this matter and 1 will do so for the benrfit of hon 
~nembers. T am not I-oting for the Address, not be 
.cause T do not appreciate the urgency of the mattei 
and the position of the people who now occupy thi* 
tenantry. but because I am partly financially inter 
ested in the matter at  the moment. I speak thereforc 
in  my professional rapacity. I t  is tme  that this ten 
antry of 32 acres is for sale in my office and thereforc 
hon. members will see where I have financial interes 
which K am proud to have. This tenantry is presentlj 
owned by Mr. H. 0. Emtage and mv instructions arc 
t o  take steps in  the usual way, make application tc 

o tilz Public 1icaiti-i Department azld oi'i'er the land 
:or sale. Nr.  Emtage's instruct~olls are that n~~cler  no 
:ircumstances must ally of the tenants be reluoved; 
:e llas made ~t clear that ~f some o i  the tenants w a ~ t  

buy any of the land and they have not got any 
aoney, the matter must be referred to him personally 
[or him to make a decision. This tenantry 1s not a 
tenantry in the sense OS the Bay or Carrington's 
\'illage ; the land is rented from half acre to two aurd 
ots, ~t is uuiler cultivation now and there are on, it 
10 tenants-peaking under correction. It runs frqrl 
iuinea Plantation and on to the property of a former 
nembcr of t h ~ s  House near Alassiah Street. This is an 
agricultural tenantry and most of the tenants are 
Labouring people and they are a t  present employed 
~etween C4uinea and Nonnt Pleasant Plantations. 1 
rose so as to let the House know the true posi$ion 
and when 1 leave the Chamber i t  will be known why 
I am unable to vote for the Address. I n  accordance 
with tradition and procedure I am not voting for the 
Address because I am financially interested in this 
matter. I rose also to make Xr. Emtage's position 
clear from the point of view that he is going to do 
all in his power in the interest of thc tenants. I usually 
111~ to do business as a businessmm should do i t ;  
l do not likh any reservat~ons made when property 
is for sale in my office. The reservations made by 31r. 
Enltagc are that the Board of Ilealth bi. informrd 
of this matter and if the tenants can buy this land 
when the price of i t  is fixed, he will sell i t  to thein; 
under no circumstances must anyone be removed if 
he cannot buy the land which he ocwlpies. From what 
I have said i t  will be seen that Mr. Emtage7s \  
idea is to allov- those people nho are on the land to 
remain there. Also on the land are some people who 
are not labourers; I have not got the same conditions 
for them. but in respect of the labourers Mr. Emtage 
Eas made i t  clear that they will be allowed to remain 
on the land and no advantage is to be taken of them. 
T do not vote for this Address not because I am not 
in sympathy with it, because i t  looks as if the Govern- 
m ~ n t  bups this property thew will be one sale. (Rfr  
ADAMS: There will be more money). I n  this case 
there will be less money. I think that hon. members 
have seen the position quite clearly: anybody who i s  
interested in this property ran see me to-morrow after 
the speeches here today.  

Mr. REECE:  This debate has focnssed the at- 
/ 1 

tention of everybody on the need of n land policy 
which mill ensnre the proper division and use of land 
in this countr;v. TTe arc. an agricultural community 
and it is essential that a large portion of the land 

giving employment 20 the people of the community./ 
I t  is alw essential that a par t  of the land should b 

I shotld remain under enltivatioa for the purpose ofj 

used to house workem in the agricnltural industrg a f indeed other. persons ~ ~ h o  live in this colonv. The hop- 
ourable senior member for St. Joseph only recenplg 
dehlt with this question under another matter which 
was then under debate; the honourable member'was 
really speaking more of the holdings of agric&usnI 
~ ~ o v k e r s  and the need for them to have lloldjngs. w i t i  
which they could feel safe and withlout th4 fear that 
they will have to remove. We must carry on with 'ag_ri- 
culture and we must house the popallation. This ques- 
tion of a land policy must be dealt with sooner or 
later, and i t  is not a question which can be wlved 
by the mere acquisition of land and erecaking model 
tenant~ies:  it is a mueh big& and wider quest$ri 
thail that. Thif is a question which must be solved it' 
we are to rontin~w to flourish. We have a tremendons 
population, we must find work for the people and 
we must home them : we will have to decide how much 
of our land can be used purely for agricultural pur- 
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poses and how much can be used fcl howsing the pop 
ulation. This is an mportant  probit,m and ~t ~ u u s t  
tackled. In the past the Government has acyulrecl laud 
in St. Nichael with thc idea oi easmg the tellantry 
problems which have ansell in the parish; but i t  is 
not only iu the parish of St. Michael that these prob- 
lams have arisen; throughout the lslaiid large tenan- 
tries have sprung ~p and l feel that the sooner me 
have a settled pol~cy whereby not o d y  the acyui- 
bition of land will be considered but also the wider 
and bigger question of the proportion in which the 
land should be used for the purpose of agriculture 
and for housing-the sooner we tackle that problem 
the better i t  will be for us. The population of this 
colony is increasing by leaps and bounds and if we 
continue to increase .at the rate a t  which we are going 
and people ara not regimented when it comes to this 
land qwstion, we are going to find ourselves in a 
most difficult situation. It is for that reason that 
I was glad to hear the honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph deal with the question of the housing of 
workers employed 04 sugar estates; but that is not 
an end of the question. The Government has been 
thinking of a policy and i t  must be borne in mind 
that in that policy i t  will have to be decided exactly 
how much of the land we can use to create the wealth 
of the colony and how much can be used for housing. 
I am in favour of this Address; I think we should 
aciliirc this lancl. I feel that i t  is not only in respect 
of the parish of St.  Nichael that housing schemes 
are needed: these scheines should be put forward 
throughout the length and breadth of the island. dl- 
though there is mueh in the suggestion oiS the honour- 
able mover that the acquisition of this land b ~ -  the 
Government should be favourably considered, p t  
there is the wider problem which the honourable 
senior member for St. Joscph has already begun to 
give attention, and each and eyery menibcr of this 
House who has the interest of the community at heart 
m ~ s t  face it. I repeat that this problem cannot be 
settled merely by the acquisition from time to time 
of individual s*pots in the colony which are set up  
for sale in the onen market : that mill onlv ease the 
situation. The problem is wider and much more fun- 
damental than that and 1 feel that it would have to 

b e  given proper attention by the Government. 
I Mr. LEWIS: I got here in time to hear the 

t kpening of the debate on this Address, and Sir, i t  

C* 

in  the debate because 

! I r p e m b e r  the Honse passing an Addrek asking that 
a &*all plantation be purchased and i t  turned o ~ t  
that, the plantation was not on the market for sale. 

t o  hear that this l a d  is really for sale and 
are certain conditions attached to the 
it. An Address of this sort is for the 

purpose ,of asking the Government to consider pur- 

rrr 
chasing Chis land. and the House would vote the 
money if it Is felt that the land should be purchased. 

, Tf i t  is disco~qqred that there are any objectionable 
conditions, the& the Government would not purchase 
this land. There is one observation which I would like 
to make as a member representing a part of St. 
Michael; I feel that the people of this colony may say 
that all the land which the Government is buying 
for housing and other schemes seems to be bought in 
the parish of St. Michael, and after all. i t  is the taxes 
of the people of the island as a whole with which 
the Government purchases the land; I feel that if 
a gestere is made towards the people in the country, 
i t  may have the good effect of gj-ring people the im- 

ple&od iliat the Lo~ern imnt  is not confining the pur- 
c l -db t>  {'i lL1l~(-l to  the px i sh  of St. Jlicliael. 1 do not 
klio~t 11 n l t x  itlect lu t i l l b  Address is to a& the Head of 
tile , i d in~ i~ i s t rd t io  10 I . C ~ ~ L S ~  t lm illatter as a scheme 
for re-housing people as 1s being done in the case of 
the Bay Estate; in 50 fa r  as the Gay Zstate is con- 
cerued, I do not think that thak land is rented in lots 
o i  halt an acre or an acre. A housing scheme in  a sub- 
urban area is different from-housing agricultural peo- 
ple and the housing of agricultural people is some- 
thing which ~vould be considered as being essential. 
I suggest that the honourable mover of this Address 
should accept an amendment setting oct  that this 
lancl should be used as a n  agricultural housing 
scheme, because I think i t  is somewhat misleading to 
tell the Head of the Administration that this tenan- 
t ry should be bought for a schexne such as the one a t  
the Bay Estate. I suggest that the words after the 
word "Tenantry" in paragraph 5 be deleted and the 
words "to be used as an  Agricultural Housing 
Scheme" bc snbstitut:cl therefor. I do not thiilk that 
the Government should go into the country and mere- 
ly provide people with houses became the people 
will also want a piwo of land. I think we should 
know what is the attitude of th,: Government in this 
matter.. I express the opinion that since the major- 
ity of land is pwcdl~nwl in the parish of St. RLic,hael, 
i t  is a good thing not to let the people in other par,- 
i>,hcs Peel that they are not being considered at  all. 
1 fec.1 that a Socialist G o v e r m ~ ~ n t  which is commit- 
tetl to a land policy should find money to carry it 
ont : tbc (+ovrrnn~rnt should feel that they i3an 
maltc a suwrss of this policy and give to people 
that s~cni-ity which private enterprise does 
not  altogether give. Wc have just bought land a t  
\\Ti~t~~'I.ord out  of ( u m w t  revenue. WC had :L Resolu- 
tion to-day in rcspert of cnrrent rrrenue and i t  
seems that we rannot say that we have not got any 
money. 1 repeat that this matter is nothing which R 
Socialist Government should be surprised about 
because it is the policy to which they m w t  be commit%- 
ted if they are really Socialists. 

Mr. COX:  Perhaps if 1 bad not beeu drawn 
into thihjs debate in  ithe manner in  which I was drawn 
into it, I would not have said lamythiag on this par- 
ticular question. I thiak it is but  fair  that I should 
take this opportunity to reply to any accuslation that 
is made as a result of the proposed pukchase olf this 
tenantry. I should like to slab that from 1944 and 
even before then, I was acquainted with some of the 
Rules of the House and I gave tried as  &r as possible 
to k ~ e p  i n  line with those Rules. As f a r  as I remem- 
ber, the h o n o ~ ~ a b l e  senior member for St. John asked 
leave that this Address be taken W the Brst Order of 
the Day under Private Members' Business; and when 
leave rto proceed wit& a matter hm been .asked fcp. and 
objection is raised, I am accustomed to seeing a divi- 
sion taken and then la motion is made to the effect 
that the matter be dealt with. If that motion is 
zgreecl to, or if the wspension cuf a Rule is sagreed to 
by twelve honourable members, then the matter is 
proceeded wlth. I was me~e ly  objecting* to this Ad- 
dress being made the fist Order of the Day under 
Private Members' Business, it was not a question of 
there being oipposiition to the Address. Before I go 
further T should like to say quite faankly that  I am 
in sympathy with the spirit of this Address. 1 remem- 
ber bringing the Address, to which the honourable 
junior member f& St. Philip referred, before the 
House in  1947 and asking that i t  be dealt with on 
the same day that notice was given of it. I n  gviq 
notice of that Address, I also gave notice of my in- 
tention to ask for leave 40 deal with it, and when 
the time oame for dealing with the Address I went 
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th~ougl l  the procedure as I saw it cstl-tb?i&ed i p  thl, 
Elonse. V h a t  I have seen take place to&) is qulia 
different 'from what took place a t  tha t  time. 

During the course of his rentarks the honourahii~ 
senior rneiuber f o r  St .  John said that  a inilll t ~ d i l  h i l : ~  
thgat I said that  the Government \\-as not prep;~red tc. 
purchase thii  tenailtry. I should lilri~ i-o ',;I). lie:.: 
and  now that I was plepareil to g i w  the h(,:lonrabiP 
member as much a8 I could g i ~ e  hi111 this dterlioc!l: 
for saying that, but  inasmuch as I have biim then 
been informed by  a n  individual that he wa.; 
present when this man clid make use of those 
remarks, I would like t o  say tha t  the honou'rahle mem 
ber has got off. What h-ts happened is this:  I me: 
this gentleman from St. .John s o m c ~ l l e r ~  in Roebuck 
Street this afternoon and hc toltl 111~~ ahonr tb,. l ; l ~ ~ t l  
heing for sale. M y  s~lggestioiz to  hiin was that a n  
At1dl.e~~ should h r  passed by the 110~1% asking t11c 
(;l-overnmeilt to pnrchase this land, and he intimateJ 
t o  me that  some individual had already arranged t,) 
have that done. This gentleman raised another que+ 
tion about tlie Goveriunent pulehasing this land axti 
selling it to the people, and  thora is 17-here I said 
that  I could not express any 0pini011 on the m a t e r ,  
but  I did not think tha t  would happen inasmuch 
as  ill respect of all the land which the Go~crnment  
has bought u p  to now, and on ~ l h i c h  people haye 
bc.eil placed, there was no indi:ation C* f a r  as I 
l:new, that the Clovemment woultl sell the lan~d TO 

r he people. To retu1-11 to the l~oiio~md.~l? jimiclr 

member f o r  St. Philip for  sonie reason or otlier he 
has changed his manner to a large extent;  I do 50s 
know if the political flogging which he  has got h.1 J 

caused him to fee that  he cannot fool people any 
*er- 1011, 
Xr. S P E A K E R :  T mnst remind the honut~r- 

able member that  the hononrable junior rnc3lI-p 1601 

St .  Philip is  not i n  his place. 

Nr. COX: 1 apologize Sir. TThen I bl-ou&t 
before this House that Address re1~aiti1.t~ to th(1 p w -  
chase of the Bap  Estate, I particnlarl>- souclit the 
assistance of that honounable member ancl Ile told mc 
i n  no uncertain term? that the Government n7as Il(!i 

going to purchase that  Estate;  that the. G C  7ernnlc13: 
had much land on its hand and it was willing to sell 
some of i t ,  let alone purchasing more. 1 r e m ~ l n b r r  
well that in the absence of the honourable Leader of 
the IIonse, the 11,onourable junior member for  $t 
Philip pnt  his signature to the  price of the Bay Esti.lt6~ 
as being an equitable prire. The pr iw of i11c land 
was 665,000 and the honourable member came into 
the House and tried to  make people beliere that  t l ~ c  
price of the land was exorbibant and thingb of t h i ~ t  
sort although it was pointed out to him tha t  the land 

purchased a t  6-1 cents per square foot, wherex  
the land a t  Carrington's Village was solcl b e t m e n  
60 cents and $1 per  sqnare foot. I am very glad to 
see that he has seen the wisdom of changing his man- 
ner of discussing political questions, he having had to 
pet a good flogging in  order that he could be brought 
to his senses. 1 have shown absolutely no opposition 
to this particular Address: I did not  tell tha t  man 
what tbr  holmirable senior member fo r  St.  .John has 
said, b11t it is one thing---- - 

; \XI.  S P E A K E R  : I have alloxecl the honourable 
member to make a personal explanation and that  is 
pafficimt . 

d .  C O  : J irgrct that the honoui.nble scwior 
u-,~mber fo r  St. .John n a s  not man enough to say a t  
the m.ue time what was also told him that  is, tha t  I 
said if he presc-ntctl this Address T ~~-onlcl help him to 
get it throl-igh. 1 am sorry that when the honourable 
member IWS 1aal;iilg his allegation he did not also say 
t?lat;  I am ~ 1 1 1  that the same impresqion mould not 

plc Il::\e s~ i i l c  sort of >ec.urit? of t c m u r  ~t imuld be ;t 

mise thing for the f ~ o ~ c ~ n ~ w i i t  to linrchase these 
area5 of land when they are available. 

Mr. FOSTER: 1 am supporting this Address; I 
feel that the Government is very fortunate in having 
the opportunity to purchase this land. I think it 
nonld be a wise thing fo r  the Government to take 
w e r y  opportunity of putting forward a housing 
acheme par t icdar ly  in  the country areas. I myself 
was thinking of bringing i n  a n  Address asking the  
Government to help the people i n  St. Andrew i n  this 
respect ; therefore I support this Address wholeheart- 
fdy. 

Mr. A1)AJIS: l an1 appealing to tlie honouraljle 
~ e n i o r  nlcnlbur for  d t .  .John not to procectl 1, i tb  this 
Ail~lrcss hut to postponc the consiclcr,~tion of jt fo r  
:L I cxbou which arises apar t  from the  nature of this 
debate. There is a s e ~ o n t l  wason whic.h arises from 
the hpeech of tllc lionnurttble m i i o r  ~ t ~ e n i b e r  fo r  the  
Pit)-, and the Ilonourable scwio~  inrmber for St.  
.John must i e r  from tha t  spewli tha t  the  whole 
founiiation of his argument has fallell to the  ground. 
For a third reason 1 ain appealing to the  hoilourable 
t l l~niber if h~ means v h a t  lie sa>-s tha t  he is sym- 
pathetic with this (:o~-ei.ni~ic~llt-for a thi rd  reason 
I an1 appealing to him to see that  if a n  important 
matter has been sudtlcnlp thrust  up011 the  Oovern- 
mrnt. the  membws \vho support the  Governmei~t, 
ought i o  h a v ~  an  opportunit>- of vonferring among 
thciusrhc~s in ortler to agree on a policy. The hon- 
ourablc ~tlernber brol~ght  the  proposed Address to  
me;  1 did not take the time to read e ~ - e r y  line of it, 
but 1 notccl tht. gist of it and I promptly told him 
that  it \\-as a mat ter  which thc C: o~t?i-n~nel l t  could 
not si~ppol.t a t  j)reseut heeanse we hare  already said 
that we arc  not indulging in  any extra cy) j ta l  e s -  
pen(1itnre until we have made a f i s d  survey in  
order to  Bnon- 11on much we can p n t  aside for  a 
harbour scheme and hen- nlnch w r  can pu t  aside 
from Labour Kel fa re  F L ~ L ~ : ,  for  the  p u ~ c ~ h a s e  of 
land. \l%en the I~ononrable member makes his 
thrcat and throws out his challenge, 1 say that  if 
he wants a s h o ~ ~ d o ~ u  he can h a r e  i t ;  and  if the  
people of this iilanrl h a ~ e  to  jnilgc betv-ecn him and 
the Labour I'arty they are not so foolish as to give 
him the decision. \That is the good of the  honoiu.- 
able n i e m b ~ ~  snj ing that he is igmpathctic with t h ~ /  
G o ~ e r n m e n t  and is ?-et throwing a c c ~ ~ s a t i o s s  against ' 
the ($01 ernmei~t  11 11~11 he lcno~ri  what  the  position/ 
is? The honourable member was asked to  postponq' 
tlie consideration of the Address and he was g i ren  
the reason fo r  that .  The hoijourablc j m i o r  membep 
for St. *4ndrem has given the honourable senior m e y -  
brr  for  St .  John our of the best possible reasons v7by 
the Gouernn~ent conlcl not, possibly look f  iwourabJ 
on this mat ter  toclay; the  honourable junior membjpr 
for St .  Andrew is c+oming with a n  Address n e s t  w$P]~, 
the honourable jrunior member f o r  St.  Thonws is plho 
rorning with one and everybody ~ v h o  hay a twapltry 
to v11 will come for the milch cow to buy it. /The\- 
want to rush this Ciorernment off i ts  fcet.  Of duursc. 
this Governvrlent intends to bny land in  e ~ y r y  par- 
ish and settle people on i t :  but when, :,oriwhodp 
ruitie.: the  C*ovcrnment with a mat ter  Of this sort, 
the Gorcrnmeurt caimot decide how mubh i t  can hny. 
Thc hononrable senior menlber f o r  S+'. John thinks 
that  thinqs nlust he don? by his thnnrlc~*itlr:  "110 
tljis. that  o r  the  other." He  is playing t l ~ r  Opnosi- 
tion's came m r l  he is not intelligent cnougll to srAr 
that. Let the  honourable member a p p r o a ~ h  the hon- 
Oll:':lbl? nleliihers for St.  J ~ i r l e s  011 behalf of t hwe 
rloor hard-~vorking people \rho Rrc coing to bp 
13iiihed off t h -  land cscacpt the  Govvxrlmen! liell,r 
tbcm. T h e  honourable niember~; f o ~ .  St.  ,Jarr>rs ;lrc 
rnlliile in rnoilcy and I clo not thin!; t L c ~  +l! fccl 
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cwuot remain in the House and take part in  votin; 
"dye" or "No7' relative to Addresses which ar,: 
passed and which they will have to consider in Exec- 
utive Committee; but at  the same time the members 
of the Government do not want to make i t  impossible 
for the IIouse to continue its sitting. I again ask 
the honourable mover to postpone further debate on 
this Address: he can continue the debate on another 
occasion. l beg to llzove that the fnrther considera- 
tion of this Address be postponed. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 
The question that the further consideration of 

t h i ~  Address be postponed was put  and resolved in 
the afirmati~re. 

A divihion v 8s taken as f o l h ~ ~  :- 

&lye~:- DR. ('TJXMIXS, Ahsr.. NAPP. ~IILIXE, 
JJ~:w2-rs, Cos. -\n.k.\ls, WILKIXI-c>.\, E. K. I f T - ~ ~ m ~ ~ ,  
YOTTLEY. ancl G&+lO.  

Noss : Messls. ALLDER, CRAWFORD and BRANCKER. 
-3. 

THE ADJOUBNMEXT 

The Order Paper having been iked. 
Mr. ADAXS: I beg to move that this House 

do now adjourn to this day week, the 8th day of 
August, 1950, a t  3 o'clock p m .  

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned tbe Home 
accordingly. 

ERRATUM 

I n  the Debates af 25th July, 1950, page 186, 
column 1, line 60, please read "for St. Joseph" in 
place of "for St. Thornas.", 




