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T H E  

House of Assem ebates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

HOUSE OF ASSEM'BLY 

i r ' l f t ~ d a y ,  821fd  -4w:,qtst, 1950. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem. 

bly met at  12 o'clocl~ noon on the abovementioned 
date. 

His IIo~iour Mr. K. N. 13. H~SBANDS (Speakerj ,  
His Honour Mr. A. E. S. LEWIS (Depzlty Speakerj, 
Mr. L. E. SNITH (Chairman of  Committees), Dr. 
E. G. CUMMINS, Messrs. 1). A. FOSTER, F. E. MILLER, 
M. E. Cox, T. 0. B ~ ~ Y A X ,  J. E. T, BRAXCKER, F. C .  
%DDARD, J .  11. WILKINSON, O.B.E., W. W. RZECE, 
K C., 0. T. ALLDER, R. G .  MAPP, and G .  11. ADAXS, 
B.% 

Prayers are read. 

MINUTES. 

The ~ 1 h u t t . s  of the merting which was held on 
the 1st. August, 1950, having been circulated are 
tafren as read and confirmed. 

MESSAGE FROM T H E  GOVERNOR. 

Mr. ADAMB : Mr. Spraker,-I have the honour 
to  p r w n t  a Message from His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor as follows :- 

X h s s ~ a ~  No. 24/1950 

His Exce l l ewy  The Goverfior 
To , 

Tlw I l o n o z ~ r d b  The H m s e  of AssenzbEy 

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to 
' inform &be Honourable the House of Ssseinbly that 

3te L in communication with the Right Honourable 
S 

#w Secretary of State for the Colonies with regard 
-lo the filling of the vacant post of Assistant Nedical 
Superintendent, Mental Hospital. Extreme diffical- 
t y  has been experienced, since the creation of a 
second post of Assistant Medical Superintendent in 
April, 1944, in securing the services of a substantivc 
holder of the office and, in fact, the Government has 
been compelled so far  to resort to a series of acting 
appointments. The Secretary of S%te advises that 
the services of a medical officer of excellent profes- 
sional capability and character may be obtained ou 
agreement for three years, provided return passages 
not exceeding $960 are made available. 

2 .  His Excellency will be glad to learn as  early 
as is possible whether the Honourable House will 
agree to  the Government accepting the condition 
referred to, in which case the sanction of the Legis- 
Iaturr fo r  the rqvlntiitnre ~ ~ j l l  be sought in  the usual 
tnanner. 

L. SAVAGE, 
Governor. 

Government House, 
Barbados. 

38th August, 1950. 

PAPERS LAID 

9Ir. ADABIS: Jlr. Speaker,- I have the hon-' 
our to lay on the table of the House the followipg 
Papers :- 

The Civil Establisliment (General) (Amend- 
ment) No. 7 Order, 1950. 

The Civil Establishment (Teachers j (Amend* 
ment,) No. 2 Order, 1950. 

Thc Pensions (Pensionable Of%ces) (Amend- 
ment) No, 5 Order, 1950, 

The Xotor Vehicles and Road Traffic (Amend- 
ment) 13egulations 1950, No. 2. 

Ststcment of the sums of money paid over-to 
the Colonial Treasurer by the C'ommissipner of 
Police during the quarter ended 30th June, 1950. 

Annual Report of the Department of Labour 
for the year 1949. 

PETITION 

Mr. REXCE: Mr. Speaker,-I have the hon- 
our to present a petition from the Vestry of the Par- 
ish of Christ Church praying the House to pass tt 
Bill to aillend the Christ C?hurch Parish Loan Act, 
1948. The petition is respectfully worded and T 
ssk that i t  be taken as read. 

The petition is taken as read. 
Messrs. GARNER, C'RAWFORD, and MOTWY 

w t r r  the Nome, and takr their sea% 

NOTICES 

Ooverment Notices are given as follows :- 
Mr. ADMIX : Resolution to approve the Orde* 

entitlrd "The Civil Establishnent (General) 
(Amendment) Xo. 7 Order, 1950," made by the G ~ v -  
ernor-in-Executive Committee on the 2lst day of 



August, 1950, under the provisions of section 3 of 
the Civil Establishment Act, 1949. 

Mr. ADABIS : Resolution to approve the Order 
entitled "The Civil Establishnzent (Teachers) S o  
2 Order, 1950," made bj7 the Governor-in-Esecutive 
Committee on the 21st day of August, 1950, under 
the provisions of section 3 of? the Civil Establishment 
Act, 1949. 

Mr. ADARIS: Resolution to place the sum of 
$6,360 at  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1950-51, 
Par t  I, Current, as shown in the Snpplementary 
Estimates 195Q-51, No. 18, which form the Schedcle 
to this Resolution. 

Rlr. ADABIS: Resolution to approve the Order 
entitled "The Pensions (Pensionable Offieesj 
fA'mendment) KO. 5 Order, 1950," made by the Gov- 
ernor on the 21st day of August, 1950, under the 
provisions of section 2 (1) (a)  of the Pensions Act, 
1947. 

Mr. COX: (On behalf of Mr. F. L. l \ T ~ , ~ o ~ 7 ~ ~ ) .  
Besolutjon to approve e Regulations entitled "The 
Motor Vehicles and Ro 1 d Treffic (Amendment) Reg 
ulations, 1950," No. 2, made by the Director of 
Highways and Traxisport on the 21st day of August 
1950, undcr section 7 of the Notor Vehicles and Roacl 
haf f ic  Act. l937 (1937-16), as amended by sections 
41 and 52  of the Department of Highways and 
T r a i q o r t  Ac.t, 1915 (1945-12). and approved a!>(] 
sanctioned by Hi5 Esee1leno~- the Governor on tBtl 
22nd day of August, 1950. 

Mr. ADAMS: Bill to amend the Colonial Trcas- 
~ r ~ e r ' s  Act, 1891. 

Mr. AUANS: Bill intituled An Act to confcr 
upon the consular officers of foreign states with 
which consular conventions are concluclecl b\- fIi5 
Maje,\ty certaiu powers relating to the administration 
o< the estates and property of deceased persons; t c  
restrict the powers of members of the Police F o r a  
and other persons to enter the consular offices oj 
s ~ w h  States; to amend the Merchant Shipping Acr 
1888 ; to confcr immnnities and privilegeb on cnnsnlar 
officers arid employees of such foreign States anc 
for pnrposes connected with the matter., aforesaid 

Mr. ADANS: Of my intention to move tht 
House into Committee of Supply at  the next meeting 
too consider the money Resolution of which I haw 
just giren notice. 

Nr .  ADAMS: Of my intention to ask t h  
leare olf the House to pass later in  the day a Mess 
age to His Excellency the Goyernor relating to thc 
Official Reporter of the Honourable the T~egislatjV 
Conncil. 

Other Notices are as follows: 
Mr. REECE: Bill to an~end the Christ ('hnrel 

Parish Loan Act, 1948. 

M ,  S : Of th? following Address : - 

The  Housc of AssenzBly 
To 

His Edcellency the  Gouernw 

The IIonsr of Assembly beg to draw to tht 
attention of Hi.: Excellency the Govcrnor the fac' 
that in  certain instances labourers who are in r:. 
ceipt of assistance from the Labour XTelfare Fun4 
have built or are building houses which lack propel 
sani tar ,~ ~ n ~ r c i i  iences. 

The Iiouse oif Assembly are of the opinion tha' 
Governnient shoulcl also include proper latrine facil 
ities in its housinp programme carried out uncler thr 
Labour Welfare Fund. 

QUESTIONS 

Jlr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the senior 
nember of the Executive Coninlittee present a t  thn 
lest meeting of this House :- 

Whether attention of Government has b e e ~  
lrawn to a statement published in  the local Press 
,o the effect that, as from 1st October, 1950, an  in 
:rease of motor omnibus fares in the country dL- 
ricts of this island has been sanctioned by Depart- 
nent of Highways and Trai~sport? 

2. Iif the abovementioned statement is accuratc, 
.S Government aware of widespread dissatisfactios 
2reated in rural areas by such publication? 

3. Has Government samtioned an increase in 
such motor omnibus fares t 

4. If the answer to question 3 (above), is in 
the affirmative, will Government give the matter 
very urgent and careful reconsideration, having re- 
qard to widespread penury and unemployment exist- 
ing a t  the present time in  country districts of this 
colony ? 

Xr .  XAPP : To enquire of the senior membar 
of the Executive Committee present a t  the next 
meeting of the House of Assembly :- 

l .  I s  the Government in agreement with the 
terms of a letter No. 1315 Vol. 11/68 dated Nevenl- 
ber 15th, 1914 and signed by Mr. I-'. P. Campbeli, 
Acting Colonial Secretary, in reply to a p e t i t i o ~  
M e d  October 9th, 1944 (from the senior Son-Com 
missioned Officers of the local Police Force, in  which 
it was stated that the Governor had no objection to 
the formation of a Police Association? 

2. Will the, Governmtnt state what stage if any 
has been reached i n  the formatinn of sucli an Asao- 
ciation? 

Mr. SMITH: To enquire of the senior mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee present at the next 
meeting of the House of Assembly :- P' 

1. M7hether Government is aware af the un- 
satisfactoly condition of rice arriving in this Island 
from British Guiana and styled "No. 1 Rice?" 

2. If the answer to the above is in  the a & - m ~ -  
tive, mill Government take immediate steps to inform 
the appropriate authorities i n  British Guiana of the 
existence of dissatisfactioll in Barbados a t  the p0or 
q n a l i t ~  of snch rice with a .vien- to effecting an im- 
provement ? 

Mr. ETCANCKGR: To enquire of the senior 
member of the Executive Committee present at  ithp ; 
next meeting oif the House of Assembly :- 

Whether Government d l  give favourable con- & 
sideration to communicating with other British Car- 
ibbean Governments with a view to the determina- 
tion of a date for a National Roliclay throughout the 
Area in honour of the return to the B.W.I. of the 
1950 members of the West Indies Cricket Team? 

2. I n  the event of such a Holiday being decided 
upon, \rill the local Government see to i t  that ;a;L 
government employees (inelucling labourers of the 
Departments of Highways and Transport, and PI$ - - 
lie Works) be paid their full pay for that date? 

Mr. BRANCKER : To enquire o,f the senior 
member of the Executive Committee present at the 
next meeting of this House :- 

l. Whether Governn~ent is aware of the grea+u 
popularity of the Prtblir LihrarJ- service in Pie 
Corner, St. Lucyl 

2. Will Government take steps to establish 8 

branch of the Public Library in  this area as soon a:' 
possible in order to cope with the demand in tha? 
District for library facilities? 
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RILLS READ A E'IIIST TlXE 

On the motion of 3lr. NEECL, src.onrie,l by -111. 
GODDARD, a Bill to amend the Chrii t  Churc.11 Parid] 
Uoan Act, 1948, is read a first tTn~cl. 

- On the motion of ;\fr. ,?oax,-, w m i t l v t l  h~ Dr 
C C ~ ~ J I I \ S ,  ;L Gill t o  aulrijci t!~, ( ' I  o u i i ~ l  T:.i.dsilr. J V '  

Act. 1891, is ~ a c i  a filst timc. 
On the motion of 31r. XDAMS, S C C O I ~ C ~ ~ J  by br 

CUMMINS, a Eill intitnled an Act to confer upc~i  
consular officers of fortt;gu States mith which consu- 
lar convention5 arcA concluded by His Xtjcsty, c.er 
tain powers relating to the administration of t! c 
estates aiid property of deceased persons; to restric; 
the powers of n~embers of the Police Force and other 
peryns  to enter the consular offices of such States; 
to  ~nzenrl the Xerchant Shipping Act 1698; to col_- 
fed imninnities and privileges on ronsular officers aivl 
employees of such foreign States and for p~wposc:: 
connected mith the mattcm aforesaid is ~aead a fir;: 
time. 

Xr.  SI'EAKEIi: I have been aslied by the 
Leader of the House to give a ruling on my opinion 
as to whe th~r  he can proceed with the present Ves- 
tries Bill and the Jurors Bill now on the Ordei. 
Paper. 

After some consideration I wish to state tha? 
there is prewdencc~ in this Ilouse tvhich justifies the 
honourable niernbrr to proveed with thcsc Bills a1 
once if he so desires. 

ADDRESS RE FTJKTHER LEAVE TO THE 
X?FFICTAL REPORT O F  TFIE I;EGISI,ATTVE 

COUNCJL 

Mr. ADAhIR: Xr.  Speaker, - In accordalicr 
with the &ice which I gave earlier to-day I am ask 
ing leave to move the passing of an  Address to Hir 
Exceflency the Governor relating to the granting ol 
further leave to the Official Reporter of the Legis 
lative Council. - 

There being no objection, the honourable mem- 
ber is granted leave 'to proceed. 

Mr. ADAN8 : Sil*,--The Debates Cornmittcc 
has decided that X r .  C. B. Rock should be grante 
a further month's leave and  consider^ ihat it  mould 
be extremely difficult and embarrassing for the Other 
Place to hold its meetings mithont a n  Official 2eport 
er. The Committee. therefore, rc3coinmentls that ' I  
further month's leave be granted to Mr. Rock and 11 

has engaged the services oif a Reporter to help-l\lr 
Rock who, I am told, is still rloing a certain amouui 
of the work but is unable to do all of i t  in his prgs 

.ent state of health. This 12dcli-css i4 iislring Hi< 
Excellency the Governor to send down a R ~ ~ o l u t i ~ i  
to pay the Reporter who is assisting 311s. Rock. T& 
Address read as folloms :- 

The Home of Assemblg 
To 

His E x ~ e l l e n c y  the Governor 

The House of Assembly ,1.espectfnlly beg . X I  

dram to Your ExceJlencg's attention that thc De 
bates Committee has found it advisable to grant I'Jr 
C. R. Rock. Official Reporter of the Legislative Cou~i 
cil, one fnrther month's leave from the 15th Augur;t 
1950. The Cmmittee has engaged the services o 

a suitable Reporter to assist Mr. Rock for this p e r i d  
and suggests that a salary of $BQ be paid him. 

The House of Assemhly respectfully recyues: 
'S-uilr Excellency to send down the necessary legisla- 
tion to give egect t o  the proposals of the Debates 
('omnlittee. 

4' beg to move that this Address do now pass. 
ljr. CUJIALINS: I beg to ~ c o n d  that, 
The question that this Address do now pass: is 

pat  and resolved in  the affirmative without division. 
illr. SPEAKER:  I: will ask the senior mem- 

b w  f o r  St. Joseph to present the Address to ,Hi& 
Ewrllency the Go~vernor. 

Mr.  ADAMS: As Your Honour pleasea. 

1711.. LEWZS : Before Your Honour plweeilb 
to call the Orders of the Day I ask your permissior~ 
to corrrct a statenwnt made by the senior inembar 
for St. .Jowph so111~ weeks ;{go in this House and 
matle use of in thr editorial of the Bnrbaclos R~cordek 
~f last Saturday'-'s date. 1 \~oul~E like to state that the 
Caeiieral Board of Ilealth has nothing ~ v h a t e v r  to do 
with tlic fixing of t h ~  priw of land that is divided 
illto lots for  sale. 

3lr.  Sl'EAKER: The first Order stands 19 . 
the name of the honourable senior mcituber for St. 
Joseph, - To move the House into ('olnmittee )f. 
Supply to consider the grant of sums of money for 
thc service cnf the Government. 
011 the motion of Mr. A D A ~ ,  seconded by  Mr. 

('ox. 111.. SPEAKEX leaves the Chair and the Hmse - 
goer into Commitlee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being iu 
the Chair. 

Mr. ADA315 : %h. Chairman,-The first lieso. 
lution is for  the sum of $25,816 to supplement Part 
I, of the Estimates, Head X X ,  Education by $6,666 
and Head XXV, Public Works Department DY 
$19,130. The S U I ~  of $6,666 is being asiced for Lxr 
ltepairs to Providence. Boys' School, $2,400 for Re- 
pairs to Christ Church Boys' Foundation School a c !  
$16,750 for Repairs to the breakwater a t  "Pri lmss 
Alice" Playing Field. The most important of thcs:~ 
items is new expenditure-the necessary repairs _ to  
the "l'rineess Alice" Playing Field. The "Princess - 
Alice" Playing Field is only a geographical expr+? 
Gou. The brealcn~iter happens unfortunately to be 
awocliatetl with this now notorious spot, and inas- 
1nuc.h a.: I have n~acle that statement 1 will deal 
with the repairs to the breakwater first. ,\S hon- 
ourable nietnbers will see, the addendum to the 
Resolution states:- "The breakwater at the 
'Priacrsi; Xlice' P la j iur  Ficld has vollapsrd 
ill t.\x70 plaors and ic: ill nrgent need of , 
repairs. There is a section behind the recent& 
crcctetl pavilion which has lost a quantity of the 
bedlocl;., thereby causing erosion. I n  time this may 
affect tllr foundation of the building. As it is l i kes  
that hravy seas during the hurricane months ~$11 
cansc fnrther damage to the breakwater, it is pro- 
posed to cfl'ect the necessary repairs irnnzediatrly. 
These will entail the building of an outer protection 
for the wall an_d filling in the eroded ~ o r t i o n s  with 
old stone blocks and scrap metal to form a bin@ 
for matrrid which  ill be rlsed 8s a filler; this filling 
nlatarial will be  upp plied by the, Vestry or£ St. Micb- 

as won au the outer wall has been rebuilt. The 
Colonial R n p i n r ~ r  estimates that the work mill cost 



approximately $16,750. " If  honourable memberh 
want the figures I will give them. 

This is the Colonial Engineer's t.stiiuate:- 
Clearing and rebuilding two 

breaches in  retaining wall- 
223 f t .  plus 172 ft. long by 
6ft high by 4 f t  thick . . $ 948O.GO 

Placing concrete in bags- 
91,480 c.ft. at $1.00, mosr- 
ing old C.  1. from reef grounds, 
providing for care of refil $ 4bU .0O 

Proriding ancl packing stone for 
half back fill-226 loads 
boulders @ $10 . . . . 2,260.00 

Reclaiming stone from sea a d  
providing and placing outer 
protection to wall . . . . 3,000.00 

$16,220.00 
10% contingencies. . 1,520.00 

So much for the breakwater. iis reyarcls thc 
Christ, Uhurcah Foundation Boys' School, honourable 
members % r i l l  see that the addendum states :- "Pend. 
ing a review of the general school building pro- 
gramme and decision on the proposal to build a 
combined school to replace the Christ Church 
Foundation 33oys' land Girls' Schools, for which 
token provision has been included in the Capital 
Estimates of 1950-51, there are urgent repairs which 
must  be done to the Boys' School before the next 
term 'begins towards the end of September. No 
major repairs are contemplated land i t  is estimated 
#hat the provision of $2,400 will be sufficient to make 
the school watertight until a deeision has been reached 
m the proposal to build a new school. The work will 
be undertake11 by the Colonial Engineer." I f  hon- 
ourable membc~x need any further details I will give 
them. I must say, hornever, this: The Goverllillg 
Body has M ritten the Goveniment mentioning a 
much larger ium ~vhich apparently was thought 
necessary by private enterprise to do these r e p j r s  
The Gorerning Rodq-. ho~\ever., after the Colonial 
Engineer made his estimate nas  in absolattl azrcc. 
ment that the Colouial Engineer should sec3 after 
affecting these yepairs at the snnl he nlwtioned. Tht- 
Government 'S attitude was that this nio~le-  won1 d bc 
wasted if we arc1 going to b ~ ~ i l d  a c~ombiaed schoo 
later on but owing to the p~~esent  weather co~rlitionr 
it is essential that the school should be made :tt lcasr 
watertight ancl it is t h o u ~ h t  that the cum of $2,406 
will be ~nongh for thc p ~ ~ r p o v .  The $6,666, the tno 
honourable mimbers for Christ Church wil: bc 
pleasecl to heai.. is for repiti1.s to Proricienre Roys' 
school. The Cro~eriior-ia-Exeentix~e ~va'i info~.nie(i 
two months ago about thc required repairs 2nd tl:c 
proposed extension of this school arid 1 +I1 give llon 
oarable memhcl.5 the details. Thop arc as fo1lo.rr.s:- 

Repairs. including takins down 
and ri:hnildinp east wall. remov- 
inz and replacing roof and ceil- . #  

i ing, rpixeminp worm-eaten timber. 
I copper mtters, down pipes. and 

r e p a i r i ~ i ~  and replacing al! old 
walls . . . . . . 4; 3,060.01 

Extension-Providing .annex of 600 
square feet floor space at west 
ellcl of bnildlng . . . . $ 3,1100. 00 

P- 

$6,060.00 
10 per cent. contingellcies . . . . 606.00 - 

$ 13,666.00 
- 

This building i b  the property of the Methodist 
Xurcli, so thr Director of Educatiol~ and the 
Jolonial Engineer got together and discussed 
-his matter with the lllethodist School Board of 
IFanagers. A much larger sun1 was thought 
Cducation and the Coloni'al Engineer got togetlrer 
ncl discussed this matter with the Methodist Sc@ool 
3oard of Xanagers. A much larger sum was thou h t  
tf at first but after the discnssion, i t  was agreed \a- 
weell them what should be done aud the 
_'olonial Engineer has now submitted a revised es- 
iinate for the repairs. The repairs are not part of 
he Edudation Board's ordillary programme for 
1950-51 and it for that  reason that we have to come 
vith a supplementarj- Resohtion. 't am sure that 
he junior member for Christ Church with hifi usual 
rraciousness will compliment the Government on 
~ e i n g  so readJ- to come to the aid of a school in the 
narish of Christ Chnrch. I beg to move that this 
Resolution do noxi. pass. 

Dr. CUJDfIKS : I 'beg to second thlat. 
Mr. DOWDING entered the liouse while MT. 

BDANS was speakillg and took his seat. 
Mr. GODDAIID : Xr.  Chairman,- I am liot a 

member of the Governing Body of the Christ Cllurch 
TSoys7 E'ounclation School but on their behalf 1 
?xtend an  invitation to every member of this IIouse 
and of the Government i n  particular to visit the school 
and see the conditions for themselves. Last year we 
voted a sum of money for the building of a combined 
school and I certainly thought that by now' opera- 
ions would have been commenced. Neml h -rs of the 
2overning Rod>- are wondering whether t y  scheme 
ha$ beeu aban;loned or not. I nnclerstand that such tt 
mess has been made in thc building of other ~ehools 
that the whole building programme in  respect of 
3chools ha$ been shut dovn and that the Ooverni~~mt 
has to start all over again. T regret that that hay 
happened because it only throrvs the Foundatiov~ 
&hools Ian-ay back and both of these schools are ~vor!i- 
inp nnder horrible conditions; they are both oyez- 
crowded. The Governing Body has to r e ~ l t  a build- 
ing uearby to accommodate the overflow from the 
Girls' School. The wonder i s  how the staff and thr 
children manare to vork in the Boys' School. I 
would like to I m o ~  that some progress is made in thr3 
very near future with respect to this new scl~ool 
which is to be cwectecl in Christ Chnrch. As I Elrave 
said on a previous occasion, Christ Chnrch is the 
qecond largest parish of this island and is thiclrlr 
populated. Time and again it has been said 
in this House that there shonld be serondary school.. 
in other parts of the island. particnlarlp in the p r -  
isb of St.  Philip, but let us put those which we hare 
at present in proper shape and extend their acconi- 
modation and then we can see n-hether we need th? 
o t h  second'arv schools in  the other parkhe4 which 
arc often mentioned. The Christ Chi~rch Foundatinn 
P,oyq7 School has done good work in  this island and I 
am snrr that with 1xoper bni ld in3  and staff i t  would 
colitinue to progress and probahlr one of these daps 
prodnce a Barbado., Scholar. As r e r a r d ~  tha Provi- 
den?;. Boys' School T a111 g1?$ that this Resolution 
has lwen sent down because the condition t;f that 



st:hool ib \ c ry  daugerous. l visited the scllooi re- 
ctutly ancl t h i ~ t  wall of \vhich the seluor lilemuer tor 
81. Joseph spoke 15 bulging Iery clangerously a i d  
.L lmte to t l i ~ n k  that the cliilclrt~n would ha le  to go 
back to t k l t  school next tern1 in  i ts  present colldltion. 
l shc~uld like the honourable member to tell us if them 
1s any iilielihoocl of the building of the new combined 
school being atarted ill th r  very near future  because 
information as to the G o r ~ n n l e n t ' s  intention and as 
to  h o ~  soon building operations will be started, \\ill 
certainly ease the minds of the people In .Christ 
Church and the adjoining parishes. 

Mr. REECE : A l r .  Chairillan,-l, like the senior 
nwu1)er for  Christ Church, am pleased to bnoa that  
something 1s about to be d o m  to the Providenve Boys: 
School and  the Christ Church Foundation Boys' 
School in  Christ Church. Sometime ago l atteucled 
tliviue servjce ( l ~ a n g h t r r )  m the company of the 
seilior member for C h i s t  Church a t  Pro~iclencc 
Church. After the Serviw 1 was taken over to the 
xchool by the JIiui\ter and really, Sir, it was l n  a 
deplorable conclition. I t  was a t  that tinic i n  a tlaii- 
gerous condition and not fit to be used as  X school 
where people's childre11 hacl to go daily anti receive 
tuition. It was really deplorable to think that  
c.hlldrel~ had t o  atterlcl th'at s~hool  ant1 that ~ h i l c  they 
M( I'C th(lre, the? n r r c  ill c.onstant d a n g ~ r  of the wall 
collapsing and perhaps c a ~ ~ r ~ ~ l g  some of them to lost 
rhrbir. lives. ih~othc ' r  tlliiig t l l i~t was brought to m? 
attcntioll wa\ that thr  school is esl)anding; thc 
pupils ari3 i~lcreasi ly  iu 1lli111b1.1.. Thc. headmaster 
who is :L most e l ~ t h ~ ~ s i a s t i v  p ( ~ w n  and a area,  friend 

but the fact remains that  something has ~ I J L  to be 
done because no matter how you extend tha t  school 
i t  IS impossible to get the best results from thg chil- 
dren who go there. I t  must be most disheartenliig 
to the l eadmas te r  and his staff to h a m  to teach 
chilclreu under the twnditions tha t  obtain a t  thc 
Fouuclation Boys' School. \1e have extended 
1Iarrison College and Queen's College and  have 
built a nen Combermerc School. 111 my opinion 
we have been concentrating on the Firs t  and  Second 
Grade Schools i n  the parish of St. Xwhael and the 
time has come when proper secondary schools should 
be built in  the other parishes which the childre11 ill 
the country could attend wit,hout having t o  take the 
long journey to  the school> 111 Bridgetonn. Kow, 
the Christ Church Foundation Schools have estab- 
lished fo r  themselves a good reputation in  the e d u ~ d -  
tioiial system of Barbados. We fincl cliildren attend- 
ing  those schools who do ]lot come nlerely from the 
parish of Christ Church but  from the adjoming 
parishes. have lillown childrc~n f r o ~ n  Blaclr Rocb 
in the parish of St .  Michael ro attend those schools; 
so that, I repeat, Ihat t h c i ,  schools have established 
thenwlrcs  as good sourc2c\ c f cclucation, It is my 
bumble view that  i t  would be better to devclop, 
eularge and  improve these two schools-havl~lg 
regard to thc. fact that  the j  h a w  c~.st;lblisllccl theni- 
selves i n  the rnisds of the public a s  good institu- 
tions-it is better to have these two schools properly 
staffed to  serve the  needs of the adjoining parishcs 
than to erect schools of a similar type i n  the parish 
of St .  Michael (Mr. Crawford: Shame). 1 know 

of the scwior member for  S< pJosc~~h is certainly (loinp j that the honourable membw is thinking of the parish 
i ~ n  excellent job with the. J-PSII~~. that the attendance ; of St. Philip. H e  is a n  ambitions representative of 
is noiiq up ant1 up. S o t  o u I ~  IS it ;1l,solute1;- ncces- : that parish; but St.  Philip will always remain mere 
sary to malw the h l  i ltlinn safe 1. lit f ~ l ~ t h e p  accornnlo- 2 St .  Philip whereas Christ Chnrch has already estab- 
tlation is llecdect and T am ?lac1 to sl7e that ill this , !ishr(i ltwlf as zn ed~wational cpntrr. The Christ 
I<esolution i t  is proposed to p r o ~ i d e  all annex of 609 Church Foundation Schools, 1 repeat, have created 
sq. ft .  of floor *pacai. to give t h ~  ilecessar) additionai for  themwlres good reputations as  seats of learning 
acc.oi~iniotlation. But I arll \\-ol~tleriuu nhetllc-r that in spite of the numerous handicans-bad buildings 
is enoaph. This s~11ool is ~ s y a n t l i n ~  ; th(1 childrm 
who are ac~c~oi~i~~l t ic l i~t( l  i l l  tlw who01 art2 c.rsintac3t 
into a limited space, autl 7, f o ~  one, fcrl that thi: 
aclditional (iOO sq. ft .  of floor space would just ac- 
commodate thc i ~ r ~ b t ~  of ~ h ~ l c l r r l l  n h o  to-day a r?  
attendilig the s~hool .  1 think that the Government, 
when bringing this R e s o l ~ ~ t i o t ~  to the IIouse, should 
h a w  had thr f i g ~ r r ~ s ,  should h a w  bornc in mi1lc1 thc 
fact that t h r  scshool i\ r~pa~rc l jng  ant1 should httve 
hroixht in a Rcwlution for o 1nnc.11 l ~ g w  suin 04 
monep to provitk Illore than GO0 sq. f t .  of additional 
floor space at  this icliool. l lov  crer. Sir, it i.; grati- 
fying to Inlow thnt sunic~t l~i t~p is being clone ancl 1 
 hop(^ that thc T T O I * ~ ~  will be romplcted during the long 
vacation, so tlilat \v11cn t110 school i i  re-opcnecl i t  
would be ill a sefr ~ondi t ion  and the chilrlrc~l wonlc' 
be better ac.comlnoclated With regapd to the 
Ponndation Do)-S' School. T a111 pleaseil that  the 
aknonnt is 01117' $2.300 hei.lai~sr 1 am entirely jn 
agreement vitlr the idea that  the building has to 
bp pufled tlown ant1 sct.it])l>ed. Tt i 5  llot a fit an,?. 
p ropw bnilclinr) in 7vhic.h chililren shonld be taught 
Tt is a h ~ d t l i u g  n11ic.h has brrn ~ x t e n d e d  from time 
to time with t h ~  r ~ ~ l l l t  that i t  i~ c2 patchwork build- 
i n r  and not a t  all suited for- a school. That vhcol  
serves such a n  important purpose in the educatiolirii 
system of this Country that the day cannot be lonaer 
delarea when thc wh~ime of w h i ~ h  the senior member 
for Rt. Joseph spolre i q  broi~ght forward fo r  consid- 
eration. Whethrl* the two schools should be com- 
bined into one school for girl5 and boy., or whether 
there should br  two separate schools on separalc 
sitcs is a nlattcr for. clecision h?- thp Government, 

inadequate staffs-with theA result tha t  bLs 
services are r u n  regularly to those schools from the 
c utlping parishes and  I repeat tha t  it is  m y  view 
that the Government would b e  wise if it would en- 
larne those two schools and  give them proper staffs, 
and so relieve the pressure which is to-day being 
felt a t  Combermere School, Harrison College, and 
other schools situated i n  the parish of St. Michael. 
I am supporting this Resolution. I know tha t  my 
remarlic; hare  not fallen on deaf ears, so f a r  as the 
scnior member for  St.  Joseph is  concerned because I 
know that if there is anything upon which he is keen 
it is Edncation. I know tha t  he sees the force of 
the argument which I have p u t  forward. I do hope 
tha t  when me come here next February to consider 
the Estimates the Government will have made it9 
clccision in  the matter. These matters, I know, in- 
volve the question of finance. I realize tha t  no Cov- 
crnlnent can go ahead and get on with a scheme 
until it has considered the financial implicatios 
involved. It has to raise the monep tx spend and 
do all sorts of things, not only i n  connection with 
schools but  i n  respect of other matters tha t  come 
before i t  and which call for the  expenditure of money. 
All of those things have to be considered b u t  this is 
a most important phase of the educational system 
of this island. The monep has to be spent a t  some 
time or other. Whether it should be raised by  loan 
or taken out of Current Revenue is a matter for  the 
decision of the Government bu t  the money has got 
to be spent on these schools because they are schools 
to which children from the other parishes go; they 
are well established i n  the minds of the people and 



the people are sending their children to ;:rc~:: I i  
that is so, the matter has got to be Sacecl. 1 3 ~ 1  L,\ 

T h a v  said it is a question of S. b. d .  l lln\.e no 
doubt a t  all that if the money had beeL: f v r t h r c ~ o ; u ~  
something would have been already dour t ~ )  t1.c 
srhools because I know tha t  it is some consi+~rablt 
time since plans and specifications ha\ i bci 11 111it(lf. 

and snbinittecl to the Government. B u t  it i i  a quc=+ 
tion of money. Thc importance oif t h e i ~  sc.hools Is 
verF great. These are r ~ a l l y  schools which catrr to 
the peoplc with a little money; they t ~ l x  :h( rliilG- 
re11 from the eleme~ltnry school,: t b i y  arc t hc  
schools to which the artikans and t h  ])('it.cllitl'J 01 
( 'h~is t  Church and neighbonring p c i ~ i s l i ~ ~ ~  ( ail I : i ~ : ~ 1 1 ~  
aEorc1 to  send their children. Rig sch001i P ) T P ~ I ~ T ~ >  

staffed are going to cost money and I m o w  that  t h c  
people who sei~tl  tllrir cbjlilren to thcw ~ ~ 1 1 ~ 1 4  i l l  t 

llot in a position to paj- big fees: the pcoplc v11on1 
these schools s ~ r w  are peoplc o i  tlic l ~ ~ n - n i ~ i x i ~ \  i d  

class. 111 my opinion eilncwtion a t  tlic seconcl prrtlt  
schools shonld b:. r11e:tp. s:r tlmt the pmpl i~  i l l  ?lw 
I O T T C ~  brackets could he pnsurc.tl of it , )rc~prr ~ ~ , t c . ~ -  
tion for  their children. I t  all comes hack to t l r  
question of 111o11,.- but 1 1 : ~  ~ n o n t y  ha\ t o  h(. fon~ld  
because this iq a nlatter which has tn be fac~eri. Some 
day t h ~  Christ Church Foundation S(.i~ool- Sol+ l)o? s 
anil girls mnst b t  extended, so as t o  be ainI~ tr* porf'i>rm 
and discharge a cinty to the community. - thc cluty 
of eth~cvttji~g tlir ~ h i l d r e n  of ~ I I P  s n ~ a l l - ~ n o ~ l ~ ~ - e ~ I  in- 
habitants of tliis colony. 

BIESSRS WARD and RETHEJ~L eutervd thts IToi~w 
while Mr. RCECE was speaking ant1 took tllejr iwth. 

Xr. ALLDEII: 3Ir. Chairnm1.- L am glad  to 
see the Uovernnwnt taking the stel) t o  1)ut thesc 
school buildings in proper repair but l all1 tlec~p~y 
disappointed a t  not seeing any provision made i n  
this Rcsolutiou for rq)airing bt .  Jlargarct 's  Schoo;. 
I asketl somc questions relative to thc (WI- 

(lition of that school long eiloi~gll for tllcb (+overn- 
merit to h a w  taken notice of it. I t s  conclition is 
definitely b:ul and  I feel tha t  it would be very em- 
barrassing i f  some of the children auti thc staff fell 
through the floor o r  fractured their legs ,vllile yoillg 
11p the stairway which is definitely moth eaten anti 
weak. I do not think that  the cost of the rcpairb i i  
above that which the Goyernmelit could r t d l j -  aKo~.cl 
at the nloment. T am wondering, Sir., if it i i  h -  
getfnlness on its 1 ~ 1 . t  or whether i t  i.; letlr;u*;,t 
consequent upon tlw failure of anybotly wsponsible 
to the Boverun~cilt to see the school in its present 
condition ~vhich is definitely deplorable. 'l'herr is 
another question and  it is i n  coiinection with tht. 
erectioii of these new school buildings. I f  you went 
to the Westbary Girls' School you will easily ohserw 
that i t  is nlorc like a sugar bond than a placc for 
accoinmodating hundreds of children in  a hot c.lin~ate 
such as we have in  Ilarbados. The windows are t w  
narrow and thc school definitely does ~ O T  cater to the 
better health of thosr n h o  havc to occupy it Tliosr. 
nho  cw~~itrrlct  thew 1)uiIitinp shonlrl bc ins t rw- 
ted to pro\-iilc better vrwtilation i n  them. T t  ha? 
been rceo~ninended by  the T'lealth Authorities that 
children qhonld even be t m y h t  in  the o p ~ l  air i~n(l,.r. 
tl-ees am1 dlades a t  certain times of thc clap, and i l l  
qpite of inc11 recoinmendations 37011 .itill school 
L11ildjngs ~toing u p  in this island with qmall wintiom. 
I.;:I~I-OW t l o  ,l..; and inndeqr~atc ~- rwt i l a t in~~ .  I ii111 

hol  '1.g. JIr .  Chairman, that if it was a niistake ji'i 

forgetting the needs of St.  Marparet's Svhool. in a 
short while the Govr~mnent  will send clo~vn a Rcso- 
lution to h a w  i t  rc-paircil a n c l  thrrcby bvi11g about 
tha t  safe frrl ing which a pi-opcrly conrts-nc.tc.d 

lmlclilig Tn oilld ri:'ec.t on the par t  of : Lo P \i Lr; 
L a ~ e  to ocuupy i t  for niauy hours df t!ic LIJ .  

31s.. 31 LLL,EIt : 11r. Cihairmm,-- l ikoulcl hiit: 
to make a few remavlis on tliis R w i u t ~ o : ~ .  i ,u;~. i n  
i'aiotir of it as :wr as the sehook arc  t30i l t -  L I J : ~ ! .  1; 
am always i n  favour uf  the GOT-erlin~enr b1~6nc~ing 
Illonex oil zcllools berausc~ 1 hare  all\ ab L. f e l l  rl!tit E(;  L- 

Laation s h d d  ?JP g i ~ w l  pr iwiiy  wlie~l it ( O ~ L L L ~ .  to t k a  
spending of public futlds. 1 ilnl v e r y  muall 111 

fa lour  of the sprading of this $6,666 fo r  this item, 
Repairs of Elementary Schoolh, only that the aluonnt 
is a bit too sniall mhrn you think of t he  n m ~ i l ~ c r  of 
elenvutary school5 ill t h ~  iilantl. Gut v-it11 r v , ~ r t l  
to  the h culiuatc~. at " l ' r i m ~ s i  Alioe" f'laying krield 
I think it rather inupportn~ie ~ ' ( r  the G u ~ t > n ~ ~ t ~ c . i i t  
tr9 +h(> this cq)rncliture a t  thi\ parti(~u1iir date. 
h a ~ e  a coatrorer.;!- going on 1101i. about tht> p l a ~ i k ~ g  
field and I think i t  might Le rcgar~lccl a, rt.c.Bl<+. 
wi the part  of the Goverun~ciit to spend this ? r ; l G . i 3 U  
111 that  direction; it i i  equal to throning quotl 111o11~~~- 
aftcr I d  money. I a111 to  sonle cxi(wt il~ipresscti. 
that something like $16,000 has bccii 2 , ~ l l ~ u ; l c l c w t l  a t  
this particular playing field and i t  is lamelltable to 
think tha t  the Goveriment conld decide to throw 
sixteen thousand good ilollar\ at  cixtwn thousa~rd 
bad dollars alreaclp spent. \T7ith regartl to the 
breakwater a t  the bacli of thc playing. Gvld I do not 
think that  i t  is necessary and T do uot k i m r  that lt 
khonlrl be rcc.omulmtled. I do not tl~inlr that the 
Govcrnn~cnt should ~ l l l b a r l ~  on this expenclitnrc~ a t  
all I am asking thc~ senior n~eri~lner for St. Joseph 
to he syn~path~t ic .  u-ith illy feeling in the  maf trr .  1 
think it is 1-clclrlcss to spend this $1G.000 i n  thr  hope 
c-f p m s i ' r ~ i n ~  this ~voudell bnilcliiig a t  t h ~  "P~~I Ic (~ss  
hlicc" plaj-inr field. Another point is this: The 
G o ~ ~ r i ~ m r n t  has i~lreatly cmmi t ted  i t v l f  to a 
T a t e r  Hnrbonr i~litl T think the G ~ ~ r r n ~ n e l ~ t  (doi11d 
very we11 eiltt7r into a small contract for thc repair 
of this Itr(dm-ater. T h i ~  is ;L throwing a~~--a;v of 
rnoncy and 1 do hop? that the srnior incmber for 
St. .Joseph would appreciate i q -  feelinp. not in  th? 
light of enlbarrasing the G o ~ ~ r n r n e ~ ~ t .  The GOT- 
crnmmt ~ ~ o u l d  not like to lose this Measure hnt  I rlo 
thinlr t h ~ t  the gowrnment has b a d k  timed the spend- 
ing of $16.000. Tt is a uzisusp of the moilcy 31-hich 
could be nscd to hcttcr advantage. T do not think 
i t  is v o r t h  while to spend $16,000 to preserve a 
~ ~ o o d e n  building that costs less than that anio~inl.  Tlw 
Government conld fill i n  the cracks i n  thc mistinq 
brea1r~vatc1- and then hold on for a year or two to 
see v-hcther the brealmater itself wo111d fall into 
the Deep Water  Harbour Scheme. I do not think 
that it is the best thing to spend this $16.750 in  
connectioi~ with t h ~  "P~incess  Alice" Plaging Field 
-the members of thr  Governulirut c10 not wem to 
bc paying any attriitjon to my remarks allout this 
$16,750 in T v i l l  rcsnmc in?- seat. 

Mr. MAPP : Xr. Chairman,-I am going tn 
confine m y  remarks to "Repairs of the breakwates 

' 
at "1'rincc.ss illice Playing Field". Well, Sir, 1 
mouId not go as f a r  as  the last speaker and say that  
to spend this $16,750 i n  connection with this playinq 
field would be a waste of money. yet f entirely apree 
with him tha t  the proposal has come ~t a had time. 
I n  fact. it conld hardly be a worse time than the 
present becausle, to use the morcls of the Leader of 
the Rouse when speaking abo l~ t  this playing field, 
it is becorn'ing very notorions. Already this playing 
field has had expended upon i t  by  the Trestry of 
St.  Michael $16,168.35. There is at  present a n  
investigatioli-if you call it that-going on by the 
<air1  test^^- as to lion that  i t~oaey was spegt. It may 
be said-I think the T~earler of the House did say 



so-that "Princess Alice" Playing Field is o d y  r 
geographical esprcssion and that this $16,750 has 
nothing to do with the playing field but if tl1( 
pavilion @as not there. I challenge the honourahli 
member to slay that the Government would be spend 
in= thic amount bevanse the addendum skates: 
"There is a section behind the recently ercctec 
pavilion which has lost a quantity of the bedlockr 
thereby causing erosion. I n  time this may affec! 
the foundation of the building.' ' I am not saying 
that the Government may not have good reason tc 
prevent this building from being lost entirely and 
to prevent money that has already been spent from 
being wasted; but I am saying that we have every 
right to discuss the proposal because 'i t  concerns thc 
"Princess Mice" Playing Field. The addcndum say2 
so and I do not ret. that W are out of wdcr at all 
As I have said. the ($overn.ment may have good 
reason for considering that this money shoulcl be 
spent and the bniltiing !:,saved and that the money al- 
ready spent on it should not be lost entirely or thro~i 11 

on the Reef-I would like to put i t  the latter way-- 
but I repeat that this proposal is badly timed. The 
Government might have waited until the investiga- 
tior~ which thc l'citt-!- ic cmlclucting is vompleted 
and the Vestry made its report or if the Govern- 
moit feels likt. so doing, i t  could make its own in- 
vest5gation into the whole affair rather than the 
haphazard one that is being conducted at present, 
o u d  t b ~ n  corn(> to tbc. ITonse for an amount such as 
this to repair tbe breakwater. 1 do not intend to 
touch on m y  inattms that are being investigated; 
it would not be proper to do so in this House; but 
what I am saying is that already we have spent 
$16,168 on this playing field and it doles seem that 
this $16,750 is a preposterous amount to again spend 
on it. For all we know, i t  would have been bettei- 
if the building was washed away by the sea; we 
would be saving the taxpayers a lot of money. Thf 
addendum further states: "As it is likely that 
heavy seas during the hurricane months will cause 
further damage to the breakwater, it is proposed t o  
effect the necessary repairs immed'iately. " The 
hurricane months are Sugust and S2ptember; thc 
heavy seas come along and wash away what you 
have done and you may have to come back to the  
House for more money. 1 say that the timing of 
this proposal is wrong. The Leader of the House 
inaJ- probably try to convinw the House it is right 
but I am at liberty to put my view of the matter. 
The addendum s a p  that the filling material will br 
supplied by the Vestry of St. Michael but I would 
have nothing a t  all to do with the Vestry of St. 
Michael. Every member of the Government should 
wash his hands off the Vtestry of St. Michael; they 
are not warthy to be considered until they b a y  
eitip-ed up the mess in connection with the playing 
field. The people in the parish of St. Thomas can- 
not get a playing field yet while we have spent 
$16,000 on that playing field and it is now proposed 
that we should spend $16,000 on the breakwater down 
there. If T did not feel strongly about the matter 
I would not gct 1113 here and speak as I haye but 
I realize that the Governnlent i~ trying to save the 
money that has been already spent. After all. it 
might be worth 11-hile to spend that $16.000 rather 
that1 let the bnilding go to ruin but I would not 
spelld it at this time. T wonlcl wait until the investi- 
gation is finished and in the meantime have nothing 
a t  all to do with the present administrators. I hope 
tbat the investigation will reveal to the public that 
there has been no misappropriation of funds, or any- 
thing that would call for public protest in the matter. 

Mr. 'CJTARD : I am going to support th'is Reso- 
lution but there are one or two observations I would 
like to make. I am wholeheartedly in favour &f the 
Goverwment7s programme for the erection of new 
dchools as well as the repairing of the pres~nt schools 
that are in  need of repairs but still I would like to 
remind the Government that i t  has embarked upon 
tht. bnildiny of sunle new schools and up to the pres- 
ent ruoment we have not got any immediate relief be- 
cause those schools have not been completed, and as 
far  as I know, nothing is being done to effect the com- 
pletion of them. 1 feel that i t  is a waste of lnolley 
to start building these schools and then lay off ,\~hile 
we are in great need of school buildings in w11ich 
the children can be taught. That is one observat'ion 
I would like to make. I feel that the Governlnent 
should get behind the Authority whoever it may be 
to complete the school buildings which have been 
started and which are in a state of incompletion at 
the present moment. I also feel that this House is 
entitled to a Progress Report on the construction of 
these schools. We had an Authorpity known as the l 

Architect and ?lanning Officer but I do not know if 
we will ever get a Progress Report from the Architect 
and Planning Officer's Department. A Commission 
of Enquiry has been appointed in connection with 
that Department but I still feel tllal this H o l ~ s ~  
should be given a Progress Report, so that we would 
know how the funds, have been expended. As far 
as the breakwater at the "Princess Al'Sce" playing 
field is concerned I do not feel about i t  as the last 
nonoarable member has expressed himself because we 
have been accustomed to spend money on that break- 
mater in past years. I n  my opinion it would be 
unwise on the part of the Government to leave the 
breakwater in its present condition and allow the 
seas to come in and wash away all the money we 
hare spent before. No one knows when a hurricane 
will take place; we may have heavy seas later in the 
year and 'if we spend this money im~ediately and 
protect the breakwater we may be able to save the 
spending of much more money later on. I am going 
to support the Resolution but I would like the Gov- 
ernment to take more interest in  the completion of 
the new school buildings which have been started. 

Mr. LEWIS : I am going, Mr. Chairman, to 
offer a few comments on each of these three items 
in this Resolution. Now, the first item 'is "Repairs 
to Elementary Schools'' and we are told that it is 
the Providence Boys' School in the parish of Christ 
Church which is to be repaired and extended. The ta70 
honourable members for Christ Church are pleased to 
see this goiiig on but I would like to know whether the 
Oovcrnmc-nt does not ask for estimates in connection 
X ith the schools at a particular time of the year, 
Are the owners of the schools ~esponsible for the 
repairs or is the Government responsible for them? 
Because if the repairs to the Providence Boys' 
School were such as the repairs to the Boys' 
Foundation School are, one could understand the 
Government coming to the House 5 or 6 months after 
the Estimates have been passed with a supplemen- 
tary vote for the repdirs of that school. But this 
$6,666 is for the purpose of erecting an east wall 
and providing additional floor space. Was the addi- 
tional space not required during the last five or ais 
months? I do not know whether there has been some 
contention between the owners of the School and the 
Joverninent or whether there was some legal point 
so be settled but I feel that some explaqtion shoqta 
be given as to why you should come 5 m o t h s  after 
the Estimates have been paused with a supplementary 
vote for such repalirs as the building of a wall and 



the p r u v i 6 n  of additional floor spz *c ; : '. ,L c. 
things that mnst have been known to t!;:. p e ~ p l c  
responsible for sending estimates to the Qcvernxent 
and the Government should have got the i n i  , , ~ r : , : i  i :i 

in  time for the consideration of the i :n:ac'ai 
Estimates. The next item is the "Repa:rs :o th 
C'hrkt Church Boys' Fo,,~lcl-rt~on S L c b  " 3?,',':c.11, f 

can only hope that only the $2,400 113 b. ,;x7?t 
although in  a few months' time the schor~l v - 4  be. 
in  such a dilapidated condition that a dccjriorl :,i!l 
haw i o  br made as to whe8her you are t ~ i i ~ ;  to C>'eci 
a combined school up there or whether yclr ere go;i-y 
to abandon the idea. The members f , ~  ('1 ,;,: 
Church would like to see some more inoilq h,- It i. 
unr~ise to spend too much money on rep;?ir> b~ct:us:z 
the condition of the building may force s d w i z l c i ~  
about the building of a combined scllwl ~ . r  t\;o 
separate sqhools. My criticism of the fir,; ite:x i s  

based on the fact that in  line 3 of paragraph 1 i ) i  

thr adclmilurn it i c  stated that the re;-ails ci;.r 
urgently needed.. What repairs? Bnildina tl,rl 
wall and providing additional floor s p x ,  --i'i3i,i\ 11 - 
that could not be ~lrgently needed in the s?aw cTf a 
few months. Now, Sir, before I pass on to the third 
iteiq I wonld like to say that I am villinq to w t ~  
for the supplementary estimates of repairing tl,e 
whool+, because. after all, the Cl(,; ernnmit ?N. t r  i,al 

notice of its building programme and has set up a 
Comn1isu;ion of Enquiry to satisfy public opinion 
in  respect of charges which have been made urcl 
that is highly commendable. I do not tliink you 
should sit and let the children get wet in the schools. 
But  r h e n  i t  comes to the third item, Repairs to 
breakwater at "Princess Alice " Playing Field, j t 
is b a d y  timed in many respects and it Wuld  ha\(. 
been xvorbe tinlet1 if this R~solnt io~l  h:xd h~t.11 (+m- 
sidered last Tnrsday because while an inrestiqatio:~ 
is going on into the c~spc3uditurr of fnutls 4uppli , ( l  
by the (Iovernnient to thc ITesti.p of St. lIichacl, it 
would have been a bad thing to come in wilh ,t 

Resolution, not for the protection of thc 1iec.l 
kl'l O X  11 Grounds bnl for the protection of a bnildia, 

as the pavilion on the "Princess Alice" Playill?,' 
1 Ko~v, sir, on this ~ e q ~  nio1'1ling 2-011 teak 
up your daily newspaper and saw a lecture by th? 
Ilirector of Ao,ric.nltnre on I-Iu~icanes.  TOO^: 
up your newspaper to read the report of a 1nertill;y 
a t  Tj-hi(.h you cspected some rnliphtelllllellt woulll h(' 
given as to the criticism------ 

,At this stage, 2 p.m.. iZIr. SPI;AJ<ISI; lYsUllli h till' 
Cha'ir and adjourns the House until 2.45 p.m. in 
awordance with Rule 40 (a).  

REI'rirES LAID 
On re-assembling, 
Mr. COX: JIr. Speaker.- 011 behalf of the 

hononrable srilior rnelrlber for St. Peter, I beg to 1%' 
the l<eplirs of Ql1rsti011\ Xo.  3. standillg in the name 
of t h ~  1101ioiirahl~ junior nicnlber for St .  Johli; and 
the Replies to Questions No. l. standing in the m: c 
of the honourablp seninr nicrnh~1- for Slt. Philip. 
STTSPEXSTON OF RI'T,ES 61 (a) ,  61 ( h )  AND 

61 ( C )  

311~. AT1,iJIS : T ask k w ~  to move for the .>m 
peiic;ioll of Rnler 61 (a i. 61 ( h )  and 61 ( ( 2  I in. order 
to contin n P Governnle~lt Business. 

JIY. ,\T,T,DER : 1 b c ~  to 111o1+e the acljonrnme~~t 
of the 1 3 ~ 1 1 s ~  f o r  five minutes in order to discuss a 
m'ittw \rrl;iti~-e 'to an acc.ident ~rh ich  took place eadv 
thi. warning. Due to the heavy rainfall which too!: 
P- 

Mr. SPEAKER T$ the honourable meinbcr 
asking leavc t o  mows the adjournment of the House" 
There is a rrqnect for. leave to make a motion befo~e  
the Honse and 1 mnst put that to the House. 

Xr. ALLDER : 1 am moving the adjournment ,d 
;:W House i11 order to discuss a matter oif public 
-mportance. 

31r. Al)AMS : May I ask who is the person to 
judge whether the matter which is to be dealt with Is 
a ~natrer  of urgent public iluportance? 

3Ir. ALL'LIXR: I ieel that I am quite i n  order 
.n lzzalring this motion. Thiv is nut the first time 
that such a mdtion has been made. IrPononrable 
uiem'uers would hare know11 that we hail ,L lleayv 
rainfall during the last week-end and a i  a result a 
lnrye stone came ilox-u fro111 a hill in the pa~*isll ~f 
St. Jol111, cntered thv homc o t  a ~vorliel. aud p; lr~ly 
tirniolisherl it. This ir a mantw \; hich L fcei $olrltl 
Le dealt \n th  i l l  the vc~ :  11v.1 r f utwc c'itbe~, iiy tlw 
121~rklcane Relief C'orninlttw of the pari,$d~ or. 11y thc: 
(;overnment. I t  was fo r tnna t~  that the clt~ilcl~cj~ of 
tllr o \ r n e ~  of the hol~se n.cLre ]lot at home. 

Ur.  WXAKER:  I s  the hmoumblc ri~einbec 
explaining vhy  he is nlalring the ]not in11 ? 

Mr. E : 1 an1 trying to c~sl~l , i i i~ n h ~ -  
hnl nrwking the motion. If t h ~  c.liildr(-'~i iuere >::, 
honw they \ ~ u l c l  haw been liilletl a -  a ~ . c l . ~ i r l t  ~ i j .  tlliit 
acc.ident. All these orerhaagi~lg clif%------ 

Mr. ADAXX : Undel. v-hat I l r d ~  is the h o k  
ourable membelr acting whv11 he qpealcs about a 
matter of pd)l ic  in1poritmc.c ! ! reipectbull~ sugge3t 
that i t  is for Your Honour alone to say vhether thu 
wbjeet to be d5sc:1sscd is a inalter of urgent public 
iiilpo&lm. ,Is lTo,ii. LLonour lino\&, it ib laid doyi: 
in 31a:-'S Pai.ljamo~~taq- Practicc \ri~i\f the pmcw:lirc 
is in  respect of these matters. 

Mr. CII<AWI"OJ;I> : Sir, if I may interpose, l 
think the ul.genc:\. of the nlaite~. lie, in the f a c t  t&r 
the IIurricane Relief ('ommittee of Mt. .John has r r -  
fnsed to  g i n  any absistance t o  ttlr vi<ttln of the 
mcjclcilt refen.ed to by thr liononrable scmor ~nembc~p 
for S t .  John. 

1 .  AD,L\I;S : The l~onoiwable menlb_ez. is 
mtirrly out of orcl(h~; tlit.rc is no motion before tJw 
House. If the hononrable member hacl liseil on t! 

point 01 o r d r ~  and Yonr Ilonou18 d c d  that it was, a 
point of order, thcn he could be heard; but 71-11ar 
are we coming to if cverp Rule is to be ilo~jted! 

Mr. C~lZAKFOIW : I yoie on the question of tb 
snspriiGou of the Rules. 

Xr .  SISE31<EI: : Thc hononrablc senior nlcmb~x 
For St. John was allowed to 111alw an  explanation it3 

to w11y the inattel. ;\-A so urgent and I was b e a r i ~ q  
with the Ilonourable ~tlcniber. That is the position. 

Xr .  CKAWFOBJ3 : ,h I permitted to object 
to leare being granted to move for the suspen&ion of 
the liulcs 011 the g!'~'o~ndl that a motion for the acljon~ n- 
m n t  of the House has been ~nade?  

3Ir. SPEAKER: At  this stage I am paying 
attention to the request for leave to move for the s p -  
pension of the Rules. 

The question that leave. bc gradted the honour- 
able meinber to mow for the suspension of Rules 61 , 

(a), 61 (h)  and 61 (c)  was put  and resolved i n  the 
affirinati~-e, the following division bring talwn. 

L l y r s  : Dr. C r - ; \ ~ a r ~ s s .  JIessm. S a r c m ,  Fosric~c, 
XAPI', LCWIS, BRYAS. COS, ADAMP, C*ODI)A~~D, E. K. 
~~ 'ALCOTT,  \ T 7 1 ~ h ' 1 ~ ~ 0 ~ ,  and ~ ' A K D - 3  2. 

S : N~ssrs .  -2 LJJDEIZ, Gnrzs~n. BRAN C&, 
C'KAM p w ~ ~ ) ,  I)OWDTXG m([ GILL -6. 

,\h. AnAr\lS : L beg to move that Rnles 6 1  :a), 
61 (l.\ and 6 1  ( c )  hr now suspended. 

Mr. ('ox seconded the motion which was agi-eed 
to. 

Mr. ,iLTJ1)ER : Mr. Spraber,- I beg to call 
your attention to R r h  40 Cb). 

Mr. SPEAIKER. Ridr 40 (b )  says : ('hTo motion 
for thcl acljoiirnwent of the House shall hr made be- 
r(w a quarter to three p . 1 ~  nf the clock except the 
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consent of Xr .  Speaker has been previously obtained.' 
1 do not know what the honourable member wants to 
infer from that. 

Nr ,  ALLDEE: According to that Rule I have 
already intimated to Your EIonour that 1 intended 
to move the adjournment of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  X y  consent was not given. 
Nr. CRAWFORD : I called for a division on the 

declaration relative to the suspension of the Rules. 
Mr. SPEAKER : The Clerk has no intimation or 

recollection of the honourable member having called 
for a division. 

RESUMPTION O F  C017.13Lll'TEE O F  ST'Z'l'LY. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 0 1 1  the adjournment, the 
House was in  Committee of S ~ p p l y .  

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House re- 
sumed Conmlittee of Supply, Mr. SLIITH being in the 
Chair. 
COST OF REPAIRS TO SCHOOLS AND BREAKWATER AT 

"PRINCESS ALICE " PLAYING FIELD. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: MThen the House was ill 

Committee of Supply before the adjournment, we were 
considering a Resolution for $25,816 to supplement 
the Estimates 1950-51. Par t  I, Current, as shown 
in the Supplementary Estimates 1950-51. No. 15, 
which form the Schedule to this Resolution. The 
honourable junior member for the City was speaking. 

Mr. LEWIS: M i .  Chairman,- I had just got to 
item 8 i n  this Resolution and I was saying 
that I, too, share the view that it is unfortunate that 
this vote should be asked for at  this time when the 
hurricane season is on us. We read in today's news- 
paper that repairs had been started to Lakes Bridge 
and that bridge has been again washed away. Unle-ss 
you get repairs to guard walls, bridges and things 
of that sort done at the right time, you are literally 

.P% - throwing away money. I n  paragraph 2 of the Adden- 
dum to this Resolution i t  is stated that "As i t  i k  

likely that heavy seas during the hurricane month8 
will cause further damage to the breakwater, i t  i~ 
proposed to eEect the necehsary repairs imnlecliately." 
As a layman I question thc wisdo~u of effecting thesf 
repairs now because what you do today m a y  bc 
washed away tonight. Perhaps the hurricane seasop 
is a good time for effecting these rep,airs, but to thc 
ordinary layman i t  would appear that it is not. On 
that ground I support the contention that it would 
be better not to vote this money now, because qoi! 
nl;t.\- need a little more money after the hurricaur 
season and the money would be better q e n t  then 
than if i t  was spent now. The next point is this. 
if the Government has money under the Labour We1 
fare Fund for the erection of playing fields and it 
has come to their notice -- and the St.  Michael't; 
Vestry themselves have been told through their Audi 

J L. tor-that the vouchers are not in order, I think that 
the Government is in honour bound to have an 
independent investigation into this matter. The hon 
ourable senior member for St. George was told at 
our last meeting that if Son are setting up an  inves- 

8 tigatinp Committee, you do not h a w  to ask any par- 
ticxzlar Board anything. When Pay Ward "A" 
was bein<. bnilt the Gov~rnment got information 

\ that lumber was stolen ancl they had an investipa- 
4 tion rntade; of course they X - ~ n t  feeling that thz 

I n i n h ~  nas not  there, and the Board had to 
.+ire a~~ i s t auce .  T am ~i.ondering i f  the Govern- 
ment coldcl not get the same inwstigator to 
in\-&irate this matter relative to the playing 
field. T see from the newspaper that people are not 
q ~ t k f i ~ d  with the mending of the moner in rcsnwt 
of this ~)la!-ing field and they want an  inwstiwitiov 

wade about money being misspent or  uot properlj 
apent by the Vestry. In the $ace of funds not oeing 
accounted for on ,a signed statement to the Vestry, 
how can the Government ask me to vote this money Y' 
1 think that the Government should wait until the 
public is satiifiecl that that nionej- has been properly 
spent before they a& for other money. 1 do r o t  see 
how they can ask for $16,000 of the taxpayers' money 
111 such quick succession. If people are not sa~i&etl 
about the expenditure of the money in  respect of 
the playing field I feel it is time that somebody should 
inrestigate that matter. I n  view of the present posi- 
tion I cannot imagine the Government asking that 
this money be voted; a big meeting has been held, 
it has ended in smoke and now we are asked to pro- 
tect a building about which we are i n  doubt. l repeat 
that this is not the correct time to do this work. 
I do not know how long the Resolution has been 
cousidered by the Governiuent but i t  was intro- 
duced un 8th August. I t  is stated that the hur- 
ricane season is approaching and I know that in 
August jou 'are in the middle of the hurricane 
season. L am going to wait and hear what the 
Governmen€ hw to say dbout this matter; I know 
1 will be told that it is nothing to clo with the playing 
field, but if you are spending this money on the reef 
it is because the playing field is there and the build- 
ing has been erected. I think that this is a matter whicl! 
the Government should have taken bime to investi- 
gate, and the mention that the Vestry of St. Michael 
i\ putting scrap metal 'and other material there-that 
h5 asking f o r  trouble because the only scrap metal 
that should be put there is the Vestry itself. T h ~ b  
i~ not an attempt to give people playing fields; i t  is 
an attempt to keep the reef grounds from going into 
t h t k  hea but at  the most unfortunate time. The Cov- 
ernmrnt must answer these questiom before I votc. 
for item 3 of the Resolution. The 6rst couple of 
rpeakers on the other side could not get any further 
than item 2 because this playing field is theirs and 
they are perfectly willing to vote this money. The 
honourable senior member for St. J m p h  is bound 
to yet a majority vote for this Eesolation; one hon- 
ourable member on the other side could speak a: 
:.reat length on this Resolution, but unfortunately 
he could only see two items in it. We represent 
the  intwest of the island, not only the interest of 
Christ Church which is in the first two items in  tht. 
Resolution; the interest of the island is a little lower 
rlown in the Resolution. The homurable senio:. 
nieinber fo r  St. ;Toseph &odd  realise that this is a 
~lm,t unfortnnate time to do this work; this work 
;hould have been done before the hurricane season 
lud the honourable member should postpone this 
item and ask for the money later on. 

Mr. &DAMS : I do not know if there is anyth* 
3f importance abo~db Providence Boys' School WXC% 
i T a ~  not @wered. Some pars ago it Was *ea 
between the different denominations and the Qovern- 
ment that the Government woulcI be rerrponsible for 
the maintenance of ,%?ho01s no marttw to whom they 
belong. I n  $his case the comeetion between the 
Church and the School is such that it was feIt that thp 
tfTwleyans should be asked to  conltribute part  of this 
monev where the panmet wall was concerned be. 
:atlse tthe Church would also benest from it. It is 
4 fact that the Covarnment has to spend money in 
repairin? Church property and sometimes it has 
happened that the Church Authorities objed  to* a 
&xJrnaster or schoolm?~tress of n ddifPelrent denemin- 
ltion o r  of no denomination a t  all being appoin;hed 
to a uchool. T h m  occurrences are few 8ad 
Ear between and the Government has not thought 3t 
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to ~~i thholc l  a nzaintenallce grant fram schools of 
denornillatiolls other than .Anglican. As regards the 
Christ Ch~uch I~ouaclation Schoals, n e  had the in. 
formation both from the Governing Body and the 
Coloiiial Engineer that the Girls' Eehoo! is i n  good 

a t < < , ?  of order, bnt  the Goy< School is not in a gooc1 c - '  

repair. I t  was said that a private firm e~timated the 
cost of repairs at $72.000 whereas the Colonial Engin- 
eer said that money n o ~ ~ l d  be wasted and he could 
effect repairs fo r  $24.000 making the building water- 
tight. There is token provision in  the Capital 
Estimate\ for a combined who01 and lthe work had 
to he postponed; after the state of affai~s with regard 
to the bt. Leona~cl'5 Girls' School we had to > r t l  wherl. 
we \\ere before ntJ could embark on other buildiugs. 
l11 respect of t h ~  Christ Church FounJa t i~n  &*hod 
we had a toktln w t e  of $1 in the Estimate\ and 1 
thiilli the original amount was $175,000. Of ~ o u r s c  
if we are aclvisrd that instead of 11-ving a C'onlbincd 
School v e  shou!tl 1,'~r.i. two separate schoolc, n .;l 
givc further umiidr~ation t o  that Thr. ( : o~e~mne l~ t  
is 111uc11 laware of tt::~ stntc of the C'lirist Chul-eii 
Foundation Schools and if the 11ouou1-ab!c junior 
member for Christ ('hurch \iele lion ])rebent \X 

woulcl say that they are the cen+m~ of eclncatioo. The 
tioverament is iiot forgetting Christ C'hnrch :dt ail 

As regards the last item of the Iltesolution, I 
l ~ e l i ~ v e  we mere taught once the s t o l ~  of Job l l o ~  ht 
fillally lost paticncc. Any challenge, which the two 
honourable ilicinbem on nij- right-the honourabL 
j~snior member for the City and the hoi~oprab!'~ 
junior ~nembea. for St. Tl~onlas-choose to ~ualce 1 
will reply to 1t f a r  beyond their dleanl\. Tho~e  two 
hononrahle n i emb(~r~  got in this House on the li_aboni 
Party's money alld they owe a luural duty if no other, 
if they say that they are snpporters of the Gover1:- 
meat, to let the four inembers of the Gouerlllynt in 
this ITonse Icnon what objection they have tu this 01 

that qchellle. l'jhe rule abont Exccutjve secrets is IN 

longer TT-hat it used to be; I have a perfect 18ight t ~ )  
tell mmbelu of the I'arty T T I I ~ ~  is g'oil~g to be dis- ' 1 
cussed and sc>e if the Government has a majority. 
But those llonourable members nosse5s the mentality 
of 50 years ago and people of that ~uentalitj- see the 
possibility of getting into the pronliseil land and 
wander in the wilderness. The htmourablc junior 
n ~ e ~ n b e ~  far. St. Tholnas spoke abont the Governnlem 
saying ilothing about ministerial status and i 
promised him that T wonld say what the 
constitutional position is. He and the honourable 
junior nieinber for the City are the people 11x17~ 
causecl as not to intake constitutional progress \Tithill 
the last few lllontlis. How can you run respol~siblc 
government if there is not the least element of 10)-alt~ 
to your Par ty?  Everybody is free to say what bc 
likes and those honourable members can become Con- 
servatives if they like. Every honest man does that . 
air. C h u ~ ~ h i l l  did it. This Government is quitc con- 
fident of its position in  this community ant1 if tho~r. 
two honourable members keep on getting thc wppo1-t 
of their constitnellts throngh the prestizc of th, 
Labour P a ~ t p  they 1~411 find that the Labom. Part) 
can fiuil some strength in its position in  the Govwn 
ment in so far  as individual inembers are concerned. 
?lye are citllcr getting on with the business of thr 
caountry or we are not. If members of the Opposi 
l;on point out errors to show that their \ i c w  arc 
bcttrr than those of the Government, they o w  a ant? 
tc  thc4r constituents; it is open to them to zo ont5idc 
and t ry  and convince the whole island that thry can 
do better than this Party can do. Whcn hollonr 
able members nse the Labour Party's ~noriep ant1 
climb on the back of the Party in  orcler to hc hwc 
and then they do not shorn loyalt? to tht. Part) 

w r e  t ~ o  breaks. Before he did that, there was a 
meeting b e t ~ e e n  the Read of the Taterworks De- 
partment and the Colonial Engineer and the latter 
lnacle an estimate as to the cost of these repairs hau- 
ing i n  view that the Vestry r o n 7 d  supply half 9: 

the filling in. I t  is easy to forget the facts w h p  
:,.W want to throw mud; for years the Vestry have 
been dmuping stuff dovn there. What is the Reef 
but the dumping of stnff by the Vestry? The hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Thomas makes the B 
Heavens ring with his cry: "Have nothing to clo 
with this Ve~try" ;  all the information could hav:! 
been obtained from me. But there comes a time 
 hen you must be courageous enough to tell pour 
b ~ s t  friend what an idiot he is if you think he is an 
idiot. 411ppow thr Vc.;try feel that if they throw 
stuff there they will save this pavilion; is there any- 
thing wrong about that? If those two honourable 
nlembers cannot take my word f o r  it as members a f ,  
the Party. they can let me know. I repeat that it: 
is thct Government's duty to repair breakwaters and 
the Colonial Engineer who is no novice, says: "Ih 
it nov- and do i t  for $16,750''. TSre have to takec 
:lie risk of doing this work, being guided by OLW 
tcch~~ical experts. Before the Churchwarden xvl-ote 
to the Government, the Colonial Engineer anti the C 

1Tead of the Waterworks Department went on the 
sl)ot, thry put their heads together and came to 
t 1 1 ~  conrlusion that these repairs could be speedilv 
c f f ~ c t ~ d  by the use of blocks of stone and scrap metal 
I c r  form a binder for material which -611 hp used 
r l i  n filler.. Tht. strap metal js the property of the 

ib 
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Waterworks Department; but the honourable juuior 
member for the City cannot let things pass w i t h o ~ ~ l  
making some of the feeblest attacks in Christenclonl 
The Sanitary Commissioners will continue to dunlp 
their stuff' as they have been doing. The honourabl.: 
member attacks the Government when it is doing its 
duty; the breakwater nlust be repaired lest you have 
to spend more money later on. Imagine that we 
ilo nothing about repairing the breakwater and then 
more of i t  Olls  down anu then we haw to come for 
$30,1090 or $40,000 ! Would the 1lc.nourable membei. 
riot ask : L Were you not told i n  June  or July that 
j7ou should repair this wall? Why nave you waited ail 
this time a n d n o r  you have to saddle the taxpayers 
with the expenditure of money which you could haw 
mved? Bat  we know the honourable junior mypber 
for the City and I suggest that in  future he should 
be more like what he looks, that is, a man, and 
remember that i;here is nothing whatever to stop 
any human being from having any views-religious, 
political (M. otherwise-but there dre certain conven- 
tions of ordinary decency which decent people in 
our midst like to observe and which they like to see 
observed by others and one of them is that you are 
Loyal. If there is any point which I have not made 
clear I would be glad to make it clear before I sit 
down; I ask honourable members to believe that this 
Rewl~~ t ion  has nothing to do with the Vestr). 
matter. The  Govermnellt  ha^ been advised that thi.; 
work can be done now if the Committee rotes thc 
nionev. 

tee votes the n ~ o n e ~ - .  
Mr. TIEM~IS: The hononrablr nxnlber said 

that the attention of the Goverllment was called 
to the condition of the breakwater in June. The 
" P r i n c e ~  - ~ I i ~ e ' '  Playing lilield has a breakwater 
which has collapsed in two places, and i t  is the 
Churchwart1t.n IT ho  ha\ tlrawn that to the attention 
of the Go~er lnnc~l t  bcc>an\e he has the Playing Field 
down thwe ;  thc break\rater had collapsed long be- 
fore they put t h c  I'layillg Field there. The Adden- 
dum to this K~solu t io~l  says: "There is a section be- 
hind the r e ~ e n t 1 ~ -  er r r c t cd  pavilion which has lost a 
quantity of the bdlocks  thereby causing erosjon. 
I n  time this waj- affe'ct the fonndatio~l of the bu~ld-  
ing." T l ~ k  -\wrk i \  being done because in time the 
erosion may affect thc fonndation of this building. 
The only person that tlle Iiononrable senior member 
for  St. Joseph can convince about this matter i, 
llimself; he cannot conrince anybody else. There are 
those who mill vote for this item anyhow, and there 
are others who will vote for it for reasons, so that 
today the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
i, in  a happy position. If somebody tells you tha+ 

- y e  should do work in  May or June before the hur- 
ricane season comes in, should you now say that you 
viill do the work immediateIp? Are you not literally 
throwing money into the sea? This Resolution wa.: 
introduced on the 8th Ailgust and papagraph 2 of 
the Addendnm : "As i t  is likely that h e a v  
was duriny t l ~ c  lmnicauc months will cause further 
damage to the breakwater, it is proposed to effect 
the necewarp repairs imn~ediately." The inform 

l b .  1,F:WTS: h p  r l l i i l l ~ ~ ~ g ~  that the honour- 
able senior ~uenzbcr for St.  cJoseph cares to throw 
out to mc I am willing t o  take it up. 1 may look 
like a man aqd hc may not know that he does not 
look like onc. T?'c are members of this House, and 
Mr. Chairman, you have granted the honourable 
mernber some latitude. H e  has not pet answered the 
questfin as to ~ rhc thc r  these rcpairs will be done 
during the hurricane season. 

Mr. ADANS: Did the hononrable rnember not 
hear my litsr sentence ? K-c! 1 1 a v ~  consulted our ad- 
viser and we are going to d o  it now if the Commit- 

d i o n  as to the condition of the breakwater was given 
long before the hurricane season. 

1 believe that the honourable senior member for  
St. Joseph wanted to say soluething and he has 
taken the opportunity of saying it: I a m  glad that 
he took the opportunity of saying it when he alone 
did not have the right of reply. Has the honour- 
;Me member secured the information from the Col- 
onial Engineer that this money is needed to effect 
these repairs immediately? This Resolution was 
brought in  here because of the building of tlle Play- 
ing Wield; the repairs which were necessary to the 
Reef wall last year were not done, nothing was put  
in  the Estimates for the repairs and this 12esolu- 
tion hasi been brought down because the Playing 
Field is there. Oannot the honourable member see 
that that is written plainly in the Addelidurn to this 
Resolution? Is he asking us €13- believe that they 
are repairing the wall merely because the Reef is 
there? The honourable member is not asking for  
loyalty to principle or loyalty in  an  emergency or 
loyalty to something which is in  the interest of the 
community; he is asking for l o j d t y  to profound 
ignorance. That is not the type of loyalty which 
he sllonlcl expect froill the inembers of the Party;  he 
~vill  not pet it from me. 1 t!t,~w atientiou to Lakes 
]:ridge; why did the honourable member not defend 
that? Is he going to put  back that Bridge during 
the hurricane season? I have given ,a concrete esam- 
ple of doing work at the wrong time, and I ask the 
honourable member if he has got the opinion of the 
e x ~ e r t s  that this, monev should be used now. or if 
wh should not wi i t  un$l the hurricane mdnths have 
passed. The process of erosion has been going on 
for years and i t  would be something abnormal fo: 
this building to go into the sea before the end of the 
lt-rrrrirane season. Why should we vote this $16,000 
of the taxpayers' money to be thrown away? 

Jlr. Chairman, you allowed the honourable mem- 
ber to talk about nlinistdrial status. I saw somethine 
reported in the newspaper about it and  it was m? 
intention to take the matter up, because I feel that, 
such a statement has no right being made. If there is 
one man in this island who is keeping back the consti- 
tutional progress of the island, i t  is the honourable 
wiior  member fdr St. Joseph. I3e is either getting 
behind the backs of members of the Party and telling 
people that he cannot rely on the Party because they 
are not University graduates or isomething of rth,at 
1;ind and therefore be has no confidence in  the$. 
I& us take a simple concrete example; this colony 
had representative government for  centuries and i t  
has now a constitutional Experiment. Trinidad had 
no constitutional Expe~iment  and in their 
forthcoming elections each one of tht, mem- 
bers of the Legislature can be an Independent, 
but the Secretary of State for the Colonies and the 
Home Office have already said: "Irrespective of 
X-hat the conditions might be, I know that you can 
carry on ministerial status:" and why can't they 
have that confidence in the honcrurable senior membei* 
for St. Joseph ? The honourable member is performing 
a miracle in  the Bdrbados House of Assembly; he 
has no working majority in it; he has, to supply a 
Speaker and a Chairman of Committees and he is 
still getting Govcinment Business done. I s  he not 
perfor~ning a miracle? ATr. Attlee's Government 
could not do tha t ;  he is finding the greatest difficulty 
in carrpinp on with a small majority. But  the 
hon. senior member for Bt. Joseph is working ~i t h  
a minority; he is still carrying on the Government 
and in spite of ?hat he refus1& being given ministerial 
status. It is either that he has no confidence ill 



members uf the Part?- or the) l taw 110 confidence 
in h i  Fro111 the Budget ancl the ~ a r i o u s  things 
which l see introduced hrre. the 11o1l. menlber IS 

afraid of ministerial respon4bilit) in this island : 
he refuses to carry out the Experiment i11 the ~ , ; t r  
i n  which it shoulcl he cawled out. I t  is thr  co:l- 
siderecl opinion that the hon. luen~ber lms respou- 
sibili~ty already and he has refused to practrice it, 
a n d  carry out the E ~ p e r i m e n t .  IIov vtrn -on (.all 
a man like that, majority or no majority, and  g i ~  e 
him more responsibi1it~- n7hen he refuses to practise 
the Experiment and see whether he can carry i t  out 
o r  not! When I hear that Jamaica and Trinidad 
I:aw been pircw inini \ tc~ial  status before me have 
been given it, and the little Leevarcl Jslands are 
getting adult suffrage before we pet i t ,  and we haw 
a l a b o u r  majority in this Honse, I say that we h a v  
been i n  the back wad^ IIOTI thruugll tbr  people ~1-11oll1 
we regard as oul- lr:tclevs, anti not t h ~ o u p h  the 
benchers. The back bencl~ers are thv people who call 
I*un this country and  the hoi~onrab'~. senior member for 
St .  cJoseph would be surprised to  lmow how they can r l ~ i  

it. The h ~ n o u ~ a b l e  member is afraid of ministeiia: 
responsibility ; hJs cdleagues cannot take it anil 
that  is what is keeping him b a ~ l i  They haye a 
smart mau a t  ( : o ~ w n m c n t  1Ton.e watvhillg thela. 
They know how to shrlre and J 1111 fro111 ~.gspon. 
sibility: that is ~ ~ h y  we have not got i t ,  not becauy 
1 criticise them. I f  T criticise you that is a ~ i p  
of  strength^; i t  i s  a sig17 of s t re l~gth m 1-0111- Isart\ 
when it can disagree with you and still vote fol- 
what you want, bu t  i t  wants a reasonable r,u;,iana- 
tion. It is noit because T criticise them that t h y  
hare not got ministerial responsibility; i t  is becausr 
they do not know v7hat to do. T must highly 
compliment the honourable senior member forj S?. 
Joseph; he has carried out his thrtlat ant1 I am glad 
that  he saw fit to do i t  while we are i n  Committee 
and we could reply to him and trll hi111 what T W  

think. MinisteIJial responsibilit;~ in this is1 and is 
being retarded by the hon senior iiwmhrr fo r  
St .  Joseph and by nobody else. 

The question that this Resolution clo now 1x1s~ 
was p u t  and resolved in  the 2ffirmative without 
division. 

Jfr .  ADAMS: The next Rrso l~~t ion ,  Mr. 
Chairman, is a Resolution for  $502 to snppleinent 
the Estimatels 19950-51, P a r t  I ,  Current, as \howl( 
in  the supplementary Estimates 1950-51. so. $6, 
which form the Schedule to this R~solution. H o i ~  
members will seo that this moner is need(-d for 
rffccting repairs to the ( 'hildrw's Goodwili 1,eagnc~ 
Creche, a d  the expenditure comes under th r  Head 
"Bubsidies and Grants" in  the Estimates As In 
other cases, ithe Colonial Engincn. \\a, asked f o  
make a n  estimate as to the cost of these repairs, b p t  
NS the hands of the Public TTTorli< Dcpartiiicnt art3 
13dtlier full at  thc presm:t ~nomc>r~t it lta, 1w1-n 
1110u~ht that i t  would be ~ n o n g h  to 11iali(> a qraut 
10 the Children'\ Goodwill T.cil~lic- of thi\ i~monilt 
c.1 illoner and ha1.e the Colonial Encii1~t.1. to inspwf 
,111tl report on the  work from time to tinzr This 
L nioont of money is small. ]~ r r s~)na l lp  \1)ra l t in~;  'I 
ihi1:k I shoulcl state that vlicu this old r+ilwpy 
11 01li~h01) T ~ B S  rented by the, GOT ( , I  mnc~l t  i n  the 
t hildren's Goodwill Leagur ;it n ~ion~ina l  ~ .ent .  ollcn 
z)f Ihr condition5 was that 110 1~r~pons i1~i l i t~ -  i'm 
~tlaintenance shonld be attached ti the Goreniment. 
1h.t the League is doing good n o ~ l i .  it., fnnds are 
';~nlteil and i t  mould be 111aIril lines if the GOTPI- ,~I-  
I I I ( V ~  clid 110t p r e ~ ~ e n t  further (1ete1.io1-ation pf t!le 
l P - l  11 tli112 hccanse wiginally there w2<: a c o n d i t i o ~  

that the Governnlent Mould not be respousible for  
its maintenance. After all, i t  i s  the Government's 
btlilding and we are not hpending money on the 
building of anybody else i n  this* particular case. 
I beg to lllove that this Resolutiutl do now pass. 

Dr .  CU?IIMINS: I beg tQ second that. 
The question that this Resolotion do now p s s  

was pnt and resolved i n  the ~ffirmative without 
di~is ion.  

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS seconded by Dr. 
C u n m r ~ s  the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of twa 
Resolutions i n  Committee of Snpply. 

Mr. SPEAKER ~esnlned the Chair and repokteil 
accordingly. 

On the niotioji of XP. ADANS, seconded by Dr. 
C ' I - ~ ~ I J ~ I K S  in each case, the I~esolutions ymsed In 
C'omndtter were 1*ea(1 a first and  second time and 
aorcecl to 

J I r .  ALLDER: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move 
the adjournment of the House for five minutes in 
order to discuss a matter cYf public impoutance. Due 
to the heavy rainfall during the last week-end a 
large itone weighing several tons fell from a cliff 
a t  College, St. John, and entered the home of a 
worker. The owner of the house was fortunate that, 
his children were not in the house a t  the time. We 
approached the H u r i c m e  Relief Committee for  
assistance i n  having this stone removed from the 
house; this stone has to be blasted. The members 
of the Hurricane Relief Committee told me tha t  
they cannot off'er this worker any amistance unless 
it is declalred by the Authorities thah there has been 
a hurricane, and further that they did not have any 
fundr a t  their disposal so that  they could give Qhis 
n orlrer any assistance. Nembers of the Hurricane 
Kelielf Committee have asked me to bring the m p t e r  
to the notice of the Government, anid other people 
in the area who aire living in fesr  of losing their 
lives hare  also asked me to do so. Some of these 
people are actually afraid of lsleeping in  their 
~ O U C P S  tonight. I have raised this q~xestion with 
the hope th& the Government will make it possible 
to come to the assistance of bhis worker, and also 
do what I [suggested in  this House some time ago, 
that  k, to purchase the $tenantry ~7hic.h i s  for' salc 
In the parish. Owing to the fact that  people cannot 
get land in a better area on which to place kheir 
lionses, they are forced to take whatever spa@ they 
can possibly get and they place their houses under 
these cliffis. These people's lives are  i n  danger and 
this is not the first time that such an orcurrencr 
has taken place i n  this colony: a few p a r s  ago a 
similar accident took place i n  the  parish of St. 
Thoma\ and somehorly was Idled.  T think t h ~ ~ t  
this ih the proper time for the Governmenit to acquiw 
lwi~tl in  the p n r i ~ h  of St. ,John since the opportunity 
has offvrc~d i tvl f  to them to do so, md h a w  thew 
Ilol~.;c\ ~ w l o w r l  f I on1 thrw i lange~oas ~,lacr\ .  1: 
i i  ]lot 0111~- in St .  Thomw and S t  .Johli that 111any 
~)cwplr ill-r f o r c d  to l i w  in thew clailg~ronk n l a c r ~ ,  
bnt also in S t  Aiic1rc.n. ancl St  tToq~ph. T t  tloe\ 1107 

i l ~ r ~ ~ n  that all occ~u!rrenc~e of this sort is going to talw 
p1ac.r noJ\ and not again; e v r y  time there is the 
threat of heaq-  we at he^ p n  mu\t c~xpc~c~t somrl 
rclrasr of thelse large stoncs whith make thr i r  sv_a>7 
donn to ) ~ o p I e ' s  hou\ei and the?- ~ n t l  ilp ill the 
sea in ~ 1 1 1 ~  paws. Ti i~ eithr1- W question of sarin? 
l i ~ ~ c c  or allowinp death to have its fn13 course. C 
Jlope th'it the Goreriinirnt will take into considera- 
tion the fa& n-hirh T l iaw hrourht to t l~e i r  atterl- 
tion ant[ make it po~siblr  1'01- a w i t a l i ~ e  to be g i ~ e n  
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to this worker aud his fa.nlily iimediately. 31-r. 
Speak&, you can imagine the p l~gh t  of the owner 
of this house, his very existence having begn 
threatened. I am hoping that this evil will ;tPe 
remedied now; the time i .3  opportuuc hccaiue there 
is a tenantiy in the parish to be sold and that 
tenantry could be acquired so that housed could _be 
removed from these dangerous 1,laoes m d  put ou 
it. I daresay that if the Government had takcu 
the precaution as I suggested some time ago, all 
of these boulders which are to be found in the  
country would have been kemoved W a result of 
the Gorernment sending out orders to the various 
authorities in the island. This ~norning I telephoned 
the owner of this tenantry which is for sale and he 
told me  that priority must be give11 to the tenail_t-s 
who are hbourers at the particular plantation; ha: 
says that if they h a w  money to pay don-n on account 
of their spots they can do so and pay trhe remainclel* 
gradually. Buh that is not exactly what ihoqld 
take place. because there are many people who can 
.not find a deposit to pity on the land a* the.>- W J U  
be plaeed a t  a disadvantage in so f a r  as getting 
their spots is concerned. If the Qovernment were 
to purchase this tenantry all these people who live 
~ J I  places such as Society Hill. Coach Hill and others 
where the stones are ready to roll down vs-hemve~ 
the time arrives, could be removed to this tenantry. 
Mr. Emtsge ha6 told me that eve11 when his tenantry 
is amessed and, in  his opinion, the price is too high, 
he is not going to sell it; he is sclling it at a ~ a u -  
onable price if t,he Government or anybody else saw 
fit to buy ilt. This stone hag nearly destroyed 
people's lives and if i t  had fallell dur-ing the nigllt 
a n  undertaker would have been in the business. T 
am asking the sympathy of this House in  tki.3 
matter; this is a clear case in which ackion ghonlll 
be taken. I cannot see any i~easouable errcuic for 
failing to  take action in  this matter. The Gomrn- 
ment%hould make a surT7ey of the boulders whic~h 
are a source of danger in the parishes and have thtw 
demolished; they can also assist by removing _weoplt1 
iminediately from these dangerous area\ Iv placcs 
vhere land is a~ailable. I hope that the Govern- 
ment mill take action in this matter. & 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member's motion 
not having been seconded----- 

&&. CRAWFORD : I rise to second the motion. 
The facts of this case have been made ~re t ty-  clear 
by  the hon. senior member for St. .John, and I siil- 
cerely hope that action will be immedi3tel.c- taker 
to improve the unfortunate pwition in which thc 
owner of lthis house now finds himself. I_ think th;li 
since an  occurrence of this sol-t has taken place 011 

more than one occasion, i t  is hardly necessary fo l  
us to ask that the hon. member's suggestion about 
the removal of all o ~ e ~ h a n g i n g  bouldercl throngll&t 
the island be implemented. 

Jfi. SPEAKER : DOPY the  hon. 111~1nb(~~. mm1 
the clnestion to be pu t?  

3Ir. ALTJIER : I ask leaw to nithdraw m) 
iuotion. 

There being no objection, the hon. ~nelilber W- - 
granted leave to wi thd~aw his motion. 

FCETHER REPLIES L I T I )  

Mr. ADAMS: Xr.  Speaker,-I ask leave tc 
lay the Replies to two sets of Questions which I hac 
before me but which I overlooked. 

There being no objection, leave was granted tbc 
hon. member. 

Mr. ADAMS: T beg to lay the Rcplieq to Ques 
tions So. 4 standing in the nanlcl of thp honourablt 
j u ~ ~ j o r  m~inbcr for  St. Thomac: and t h e  Rrply tc 

Questioii So. 14 stallcling in  the name of the honour- 
able junior member for St. Andrew. 

SUSPEXSION O F  RULE 60 

Xr. ADAMS: 1 beg to move the suspension of 
Rule 60 so as to proceed with Order No. 5 as the next, 
Order of the Day, and in order that Orders Nos. 2, 3 
and 4 which I am asking leave to postpone may not 
be removed to the bottom of the Order Paper. 

Dr. CUMSIINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

P&L~C Grl'lLITIES BILL, 1950 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
jtaricls in the name of the honourable senior member 
Eor St. Joseph :-Second reading of a Bill to provide 
for the regulation of Public Utilities. 

Nr.  ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-It was somewhat 
ji a surprise to me when I noted that the Ahocate 
newspaper, the organ of big business in this colony, 
1 believe. has given its blessing to this proposed Bill. 
Although of course, from a Government's point of 
view, i t  has made a few mistakes, it has nevertheless 
approved of the principle of a Bill of this sort. I 
take i t  that that is an  indication that my friends on 
the left of this H o ~ s e  approve of the principle that 
the good of the community is of paramount interest 
in matters affecting public utilities, and that the 
interest of the consumer must come first, although a 
Bill of this sort could not by any means actually pro- 
vide for any compulsory, BpHSkruptcy of big business. . 

do not think that the* is any member of this House 
who is in disagreement with the principle of this 
Kill, although some hommabits members lnay be com- 
pletely mistaken as to $be attitad@ of the CSovtar~rment 
towards p ~ b l i c  utilities in c&ag. Za err& W 
there might not be any misconceptk 
propose to say right a t  the begin&* 
.lnction of this Bill that the Governmw 
:hanged one whit its policy of nationali 
determination to make nationalisation a reality m 
won as, largely from a financial point of view, ~t 
thinks fit. Let no honourable member get away with 
it that the Labour Party is going away from the pol- 
icy which i t  has preached all its life for some altzr- 
native which the members of the Electors' Associa- 
tion have put up during their election campaign. I 
hare already drawn to the attention of the ho-nourable 
senior member for the City that a Public Utilities 
Bill is not in opposition to the principle of nationali- 
sation; sometimes it is the best method of approach to 
nationalisation and i t  inay be half way to nationalistl- 
tion. I t  is not that you are abandoning your intention 
of mtering the house of nationalisation, but a t  it 

particnlar time it may be better, instead of w a i t i ~ q  
for t h ~  whole loaf, to see that you get half a loaf now. 
Jf oil were already gushing in Barbados, we would 
have come to the H o ~ s e  with proposals to buy ouz 
these three companies. I do not want anybody con- 
nected with these three companies to have any idea 
that the Government is abandoning its policy of 
nationalisation and it has come with something less 
than nationali\ation because i t  has no policy of nation- 
alisation; the Government has to bear in mind the 
question of capital expenditure, i t  has to look for 
3% nlillion pounds for the o o n s t m t i m  of a Deep 
water  Harbonr and i t  has to provide for the exten- 
hi011 of the Hospital and for a housing progranlme. 
T h p  Government therefore says: "We will do somt. 
llzorc house building before we nationalise and niean- 

we will control the activities of these three 
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conlpanies." It is only fair and right that these corn- 
pznlea bhoulcl not be under any misapprehenslou as 
to the policy of the (iovernlllent. lYk1y has eleatrlc 
current broken down so often? A11 of us may sus- 
pect that with nationalisation in the air, the Electric 
slid ($as Companies are not as keen on spelldlng 
lnulley on improvements as they would be otherwise. 
That is human nature with big bwiness; they are 
llvt goillg to spend money on a concern if a Uovern- 
n ~ e n t  is going to take it away from them compul- 
sorily. It is significant that electric current has 
been breaking down with new machinery and the 
current has been off and on for some years now. 1 
have been looking a t  some of the old debates in  this 
Ilouse and 1 am surprised a t  comments vhich have 
been made by honourable melnbers as fa r  back as 
1947 aboat the inefficiency of the electric service. 

l believe i t  is the feeling of this House that if 
a i d  when the seconcl reading is given to this Bill, 
the Gill should be referred to a Select Committee. 1 
conld not, as a ~ueinber of a democratic Government, 
object to the principle of a Select Committee con- 
bidering the Rill and if that is the wish of the EIouse 
I would be glad to see the Select Committee function 
efficiently and quick1~- and report its findings to the 
1iol.w as soon as possible. I say vithout offence that 
now of U, in this Iaouse has had any practical experi- 
encr of the l~orking  of a Public I'tilities Coard, but 
i t  nothing cxtrao~ciinary; a child conld follow il 
carefully is1 20 minutes' t ine. Gonlpanies run riot 
~ I t h  prices n.hic.h yoil do not control: In respect 01 
public utilitiei a consumer might say: "My pressnre 
is too lom, my bus does not come in time, or  my milk 
is a&llterated" an(l so on. Public ~~t i l i t ies  exist all 
over the world, not merely i11 respect of gas and 
elrrtricity but ahw in rclspect of items which 1 have 
r?,eutioned-things which are consumed by the public 
generally, things to which every member of the com- 
munity is entitled. 

I have said what I have just said because 1 think 
it is right for the Government to give people an op- 
portunity to know what the Government contem- 
plates, and  orr respondence has been taking place for 
some time between the Government and the Head 
Office as to the effect of this Bill on nationalisation. 
While it v-ould not be t m e  to say that these com- 
panic4 are being ignored or they haye not had cc 
chance of passing their comments as regards this 
Bill. I should hasten to make a comment on that 
before I sit down. It is true to say that t ~ o  oi 
these companies hare for some time been in communi- 
cation with the Colonial Office directly on the policy 
of the Govesnnwnt and the likelihood of legislation 
being enacted which would affect the operation of 
their companies. 

This Bill is modelled on iimilar legislation ot, 
Gaining in British Clolr,mbia, and in that country 
more than thrcc industries arp covered by this legis- 
lation. We h n v  been advised that for our pur- 
poses, the British Columbia legislation is an excel- 
lent model and it has been proved in practice to 
have worked well. Ttle conwrner does not always get 
away: sometinlw coinplaints are turned dowi and 
sometimes an application may be made by a company 
to be allowed to pl~arge an increased rate by saying 
that by extcndinp th& service it was necessary t o  
charge nzorc tlran thq -  have been charging. It ,would 
be interesting to hear n report from British Columlj'ia 
as to the sort of cmnplnints 7vhich are made. Sometime;, 
people complaill that the pressure of ~lectricity is 
not great cnouch wild the company pnts i t  right: 
they complaill about Ihe type of tap with which the 
Waterwork, T)c~~)ar.tment provides them. about the 

ates axld so on. sometimes things are granted and 
ollletlll~es they are not. The honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph will be glad to hear this; in  194% . 
llere a uomplaiilt made against the l ia r r l sw 
llyestment Company Ltd., for their r e f ~ s a l  to con- 
lect their electric power lines unless the customer 
,aid tile cost of such connection. I believe that people 
lave to pay hundreds of clollars for erecting poles 
'or a telephone senice and they do not get baofi 
he nloney. In this: case the complaint was turned 
lorvn beoause the service was required seasonally. 

1 take i t  for granted that honourable members 
lave read the "Objects and Reasons" of the Bill 
hrough carefully and they have gathered what the 
lifferent Clauses refer to. Honourable members will 
,ardon me if I read through the different parts of 
he Bill. First of, all, "the object of the Bill is to set 
~p a Public Utilities Board. The Board will consist 
,f three members appointed by the Governw and 
ts  principal function will be to supervise public 
~tilities cxercisiiig monopolistic powers so as to ensure 
;hat the rates which they charge are fair and reason- 
ible and that the service which they provide is a$- 
pate .  I n  brief, it will act as a ~~uasiljudicial body, 
mquiring into and determining impartially any m@- 
ters of diEerence s~hic.11 may arise from time to time 
between the electricity, gas and telephone companies 
and the public W regards rates ancl service." \Ire are 
confining the provisions of the Bill only to three com- 
panies at present, but the British Columbia Bill goes 
further than this and i t  covers railway, tramway, 
L'erry. operation of a toll bridge, conveyance of mes- 
;ages or cmumunications by telephone or telegraph, 
woiiuction of generation for storage, furnishing of 
:as. elwtricity, steam or any other agency for the  
production of light, heat and so on. Our water is 
already nationalised; I am yeminded that waker is 
uot nationalised in that a private person can sir& a 
w l l  wherever he likes, b ~ t  the general distribdtion 
ancl sale of water to the pnblic is nationalised. I 
also have before me the Alberta Bill which is moza 
voluminous than that of British Columbia and I am 
instructed that the British Columbia Bill works ex- 
tremely well. Custoiners feel if they make any com- 
plaint about the serrice which is supplied to them, 
that makes for good relationship betveen the com- 
pany and the customer; the customer feels that the 
company cannot always be wrong. Honourable mem- 
bcrs ma? say that the number of members compris- 
ing the Roard is a small number, but practical ex- 
prricnce has shovn that it is better to have a small 
ntmber of members comprising the Board. In a small 
:omniunity it would not be difficult to get three perso?li; 
to administer impartially the duties of a Pnb'lic 
I'tilities Board. Part I "deals with the appointment 
and constitution of the Board. f t  will consist of. n 
Chairman and two members appointed by the Gov- 
rmor for a term of five years a t  salaries fixed by the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee. If a member of 
the Board is interested in any matter coming before 
the Roard, a deputy will be appointed to act in  his 
qtead for that occasion. The Board may engage ex- 
perts having technical knowledge to assist i t  in carrp- 
iilg out its duties and may. with the consent of the 
Gowrnor, utilise the services of any employee in  a 
Government Department. The expenses of the Board 
will be borne by the public utilities themselves who 
will be aswssed in proportion to their gross earnings." 
T am told that some people have objected to Clause 
~ l e r e a  of the Bill which deals ~ i t h  the expenses of 
the Board. I n  short. no money is coming out of the 
T r e a s ~ r y  in the operation of this Board, and I im- 
agine that that shonlil appeal to honourable members. 



The Governor-in.Esecutive Conxnittee will not pay 
snch salaries to these gentleluen as to cause an  in- 
crease in the rate of electricity. Par t  11, deal: wi4h 
rates and rate-making : "Every public utility will 
be required to file with the Board n tariff ilqowin:: 
the rates which it charges and if ~t dcsires t o  rhange 
the rates, i t  must give uotice to  the I3oarcl of the 
proposed change$. Upon receipt of proposals f o s  :L 
new rate, the Board may, on its own motion or upon 
complaint, twter upon a hearing and determine 
whether such rate is just and reasonable and if the 
Board finds that it is not, it inay determine what 
is just ancl reasonable and fix the same by ostler." 
1 am told that somebody ic; critical about that proris- 
ion; I am sure that the honomable senior niember for 
St. Andrew and other honourable members van as- 
sure the IIonse that there is no danger that a thing 
will be jnst and reasonable to-day and it will not be 
just ancl reasonable tomorro~r. "Similarly the  Board 
inay inquire into existing rates and if it fill& that 
tliry are unfair or unreasouablr, may cletyrnline the 
fair and reasonable rates to be obrer~ed in fntnrr.  
Temporary rates may be fixed by the Board pending 
the final deter~niimtion af a rate inquiry an3  if thi: 
rates as finally determi~ied are in  excess of the tem- 
porary rates, then the public utility mill be permit- 
ted to recover the differenw by a temporal?- iucreasc 
over ancl above the rates as finally cletenmined." That 
is a sort of back pap for a conlpany. Part  1x1, 
deals with service and facilities. "Every publit! 
utility is under obligation to provide adequa!,c 
and efficient service and if the Board, after a heay- 
ing on its on-11 motion or upon complaint, finds that 
the service or facilities of any public utility are inade- 
quate. it shall determine and prmcribe the service 
and facilities to be proridcd and fix the same by its 
order. Tf the Board finds that an extension of ari 
rxisting service would in its opinion,. provide suffi- 
ciept business to jastify the construction and main- 
tenance of such extension, i t  may order the public 
ntility to make such extension to its service as the 
Eoarcl considers reasonable and expedient." This 
Bill does not call upcn a company to m11 itself into 
bankruptcy in  order, for instance, to provide Pie 
Corner with a bus service; a company t d l  be a t  lib- 
erty to go before the Board and say : "We cannot run 
a bus service down there, me can show you that it 
will not pay to do so.'' Speaking personally, P regret 
that i t  is necessary for ns to take ihis &ep instead of 
being in a position, ourselves to put  mater and elcc- 
tricity in every house and a bus service along every 
route. The Government does not look for profit and 
you cannot ask the Electric Company to put  light in 
every house in Barbados. This is a reasonable Bill 
based on simildr legislation which has been found to 
work well in other countries. It maj7 be the duty of 
the Government to make extensions of its own to 
places which are not served by bns or electricity, but 
i t  will be the duty of the Board to examine carefully 
the position of a company which says : "We cannot 
afford to do it." I t  will be the duty of the %ard 
to call for and have before i t  the financial position 
of these three companies so as to have some proper 
estimate of their business before telling any one of 
them that it must extend its service. I presume that 
there will be some argument abont Par t  TV. "This 
Part  prorides that no public utility may issue stocks 
or sharm or debentures without the approval of the 
Board." That is a very useful provision to make 
in the operation of a public utility because i t  can so 
manipulate itself as to lose capital or to show that 
it cannot afford to extend its service. In the British 
Colnmbia legislatio~l no fewer than sis \ections clcel 
in detail with v-llat a public utility inay or way not 
do on the qu~st ion of secnritie~. Part  V deals with 

wuuedural matters. All hearings will be in  public 
,o that people yi l l  not be able to get behind closed 
hors and help their friends. A customer will have 
he chance of listening to complaints which are made 
)y any other customer, and "power is given to the 
Board to subpoena witnesses, and to compel the pro- 
luctioli of such books, records and documents as  it 
nay deem necessary." Par t  V1 deals with the enforce- 
nent of the Board's orders; if a public utility does 
lot carry out the Board's orders, the Board may take 
mer the business and run  it. Certainly as  f a r  a s  
he lower i.ankq of thtx staff are concerned, the Public 
Jtilities 130arcl will find itself cheerfully supported 
>y worlsnml of the Electric Compzny, the Telephone 
I'onlpany or the Gas Company if the Board had to 
alw over any of these ~itilities. The public will still 
]are the service if the Board has to take i t  over and 
sun it. Par t  V11 deals with offences and penalties. 
'Every public utility which fails to obey a n  order of 
he Board sl~all be liable to a fine not exceeding 
/i1,000 and CFTI'Y director and manager of the public 
itility to a Gne not exceeding $100 unless he proves 
,hat accordiug to his position o r  authority, he took 
ill means in his power to carry out the order. Every 
public utility furnishing false inf orination to the 
3oarcl shall be liable to a fine not -xceeding $1,000 a??(! 
tny offirer of a public utility failing to furnish in- 
'ormation required by the Board shall be liable to 
t fine not exceeding $100." We have thought that 
hese fines are reasonable but I do not suppose that  
,he Government vi l l  object to any honourable mem- 
Jer suggesting that the fine of $1,000 is too sumll. 
'art V111 deals ?&h the question 01 apl~etll and 
Teview and i t  provides that "the Board may review, 
rary or rescind any decision made by it, and an  
~ppeal  shall lie to the Court of Brror on a question 
)f law." Thew nnlst be some finality in these mat- 
ers and certainly the Board should be the final arbi- 
cr. .Jltst beforc. coming to the Ilouse this morning 

L reafl an article in the Law Quarterly Review in  
u-hich reference was made to a case in  which the hon- 
onrable senior member for St. Janzes is concerned- 
a, case which is going to the Privy Colnacil. T!I: 
writer of the article stated that Barbados is particu.. 
lady generous with its appeals; there is an appeal 
from the Court of Error  vhich heard the appeal from 
thc Assi5tant C'ourt of Appeal which heard the appeal 
from the Police Nagistrate. I n  somiB cases it is a yues 
tion of appealing from C'zwar to less thau C'aesa;. 
I suggest to hononrable members u h o  feel like the 
"Advocate" on thc question of appeal in this Bill, 
to review the case. If i t  is prorecl that the presmre sup- 
plied by a public utility is too l o ~  or the meter leaks 
and you arc made to pay more than  hat you con- 
sume, surely those facts need not go to a Court; i t  
is only on a question of law that there should be any 
talk of ail appeal. As regards Part  IX, T have b e ~ a  
told that there has been some vague criticism about 
~ i v i n g  the Board power to interfere with legislation. 
h e  provision under this par t  of the Bill only means 
that although there is an Act dealing with the Elec- 
tric Company and this Compauy operates u l~der  a 
franchise, that does not prevent the Board fyom deal- 
ing with the electric or telephone service. The Gov- 
criuncnt hac: come to thc conclusion that the British 
C'oluinbia legislation is the best legislation for us 
to adopt here; its provisions will work well and they 
will be for the benefit of thc consumer. The provision 
d i ich  directs that two companies must use the same 
poles sho~~lcl c r ~ t  down the cost to the consumer. "If 
the Eoard, after enquiry, finds that publie conveni- 
( w e  reqnircs the use by one public utility of poles, 
or other eynipment belonging to another public utility, 
it may make such orcler as i t  deems reasonable direct- 
ing the joint 11sc of such poles or other equipment." 
TT, for in~ tanw,  the Electric, Conipany has poles going 



down to St. Andrew fro111 Bisses El111 and soiri.ebocly,+ 
St. Andre\\ wants a telephone ~nstalled, you 
n q -  ha\ e to stretch the M Ire3 troll< 
Bissex Hill Police Statioii, becau-c the Telephonr 
Colnpany nil1 say . :  "\Ye haw to pnt dow1 
our own poles and charge you $1,000 for instslling 
the telephone.'' I repeat that this is a provision 
which will help the consumer where price is con- 
cerned. The public utilities are paying the expenses 
oi the Board as 1 have alreadj- said, aitcl we  ha^,. 
clone that because it 1s also being clone in Canada ancl 
tht fear of the consumer paying f o ~  a pabli.; 
~l t i l i ty  services than he should pay 71-ill be borne 
in mind bp the C$o\-ernor-in-Execntire Corn- 
mittee. The salaries of members of the Board will 
not be at such a rate that they will absorb so niuch 
of the profits of any company as to compel it to pass 
on ally increase to the consumer; the salaries are paid 
in  proportion to the income. Newfoundland created 
such a Board only this year using Canadian legisla- 
ton and having similar povers; the legislation affects 
light, power, telephone and so on, and provides for 
the payment of the members; of the Board b ~ -  the coru- 
panies concerned. This Government has only included 
these three companies in this Bill because a t  the pres- 
en~t moment water is a Governmeilt concern and the 
Department of Highways and Transport exists with 
an Advisory Board, and as long as that is in  existence 
it mill need some tightening up ; i t  was not necessary 
to provide for transport in  this Bill, that being al. 
ready ~rovided  for by what is the equivalent of a 

oi)pow it becaube we feel that in practice ill Bar- 
bacloy it is not po&ble to effect nationalisation a t  
this stage olt' the develop~ueut of thiis colony. TT.: 
t'wl that there are too many other pressing problems 
to be dealt with in this colony; we feel that there 
are too many other things to be done immediately 
and therefore we do not feel that money can be 
foluid to natioiitdlse pnbll, utilities 11hen prn-ate 
enterprise can  carry them on with Government con- 
trol. To show our good faith in that  respect, today 
u-tJ wholeheartedly support this Bill. I know that 
there are a lot of people who will preach nationalisa- 
tion until it comes to them personally. 

Mr. WPLKINSON : Nr.  Speaker-I am inter- 
rupting the honourable member on a motion that 
this House do now atljowu for h:Lf a n  hol~~r.  We will 
come back after tea and continue the consideration 
of this Bill. I have interrupted the honourable mern- 
ber for the purpose of moving the adjournment of 
the House for half an hour after which the honour- 
able member can continue his speech. 

Nr .  SIOTTLET: I b y  to st~c~o~~cl that nlotion be- 
cause I have a good number of points, to make anci 
the tea will help honourable members to ~mderstan<l 

erative milk-canning company and we are awaiting 
the financial blessing of the Colonial Development 
and Welfare Organization before we bring i t  down 
to the House. If we find that the distribution of 
milk is to be included in this Bill, we will include i t ;  
bnt at  present i t  does not seem necessary to put more 
ill the Bill than these three public utilities. I have 
much plemnre in m o ~ i n g  that this Bill be  no^^- read a 
~econd time. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I rise to second the motiw 
for  the second reading of this Bill becauw I ail1 
very pleased indeed to sec that the Government, 
after nearly four years, htaring changed its mind 
has awakened from its slumber. The Q o v e m e n t  has 
realised the iinpraetic~bi1it~- if i l n t  the impossibility 
from the financial point of vie\\ of \\hat it has bee]; 
preaching, that is, the nationaljsatio~l of all pnb!i,: 
utilities. The Gorernnient has not abandoned the policy 
of wf.ionalisation, as the honou~~ahle senior mem- 
ber for'St. Joseph has said; it has decided to bring 
about the better working of public utilities which i k  
a point taken from the programme of the Opposi 
tion. The Leader of the House said that he was sur 
prised at  the "Advocate" newspaper supporting tha- 
Government in  this Bill and I say th'at I waq sur- 
prised a t  the Labour Organ supporting the passing 
of th& Bill a t  all. I know that there are a lot of 
honourable members who are in favour of nationali- 
sation; they feel that the nationalisation of all public 
ntilities is the best way of ensuring the best servicr 
to the community. We of the Opposition mad9 3 
clear during our election campaign i n  this colon3 
that we 11 onlcl support any Pnblic Vtilities Bill which 
hail for its aim and object the proper control oi 
pnblic utilities in this island; but we were definitcl~ 
opposed to nationalisation and we will oppose nation 
alisation today. Nationalisation was a plank in tlir 
platform of the present Government, but we of tht 
Opposition opposed nationidisation and n-c \till 

them better. 
The question that this House do now adjourw 

for half an  hour was put  and resolved in the affirma- 
tive without division. and MR. SPEAKER adjoarnecl the. 
Home accordingly. 

321.. 81'EAICEll.-- 011 tlic adjournment, t h e  
Home was debating the Bill to provide for the reg- 
ulation of Public Utilities ancl the honourable senior 
member for the Citv na6 speaking on the motiot: 
for the second reading of the B111 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I was saying that I hacl nluc.11 
pleasure in sei>oncling the motion for the second read- 
ing 0% this Bill because i t  was one of the main 
01;rulis ill The r~olitical platform of the members oon 
this side of the Housc; that J was very glad to see 
that the Government has abandoned the idea of' 
nationalization and that i t  is to be hoped 
that the establishment of a Pnblic Utilities Board 
would become a reality shortly. This is the 
only fundamental difference which exists betwen 
us on this side of the table and the iuem- 
bers who form and support the Government - 
h1(~ationa1ization. We on this side of the table stil! 
oppose Sat~onallization hut there conies a time when 
I,nr is bound to see thing4 in their t rue perspectire 
\Tre S:&>- that public utilities eonld not be a l lowd 
to go on as they Baive been going on for years an11 
+S R compromise we are in favour of the establish- 
a p n t  of a Public Utilities Board. The senior 
member for St. Joseph was very eshaustive in point- 
ing out the aims and objects of this Bill and in 
tellin: us hov i t  works in the Dominion of Canada 
and in parts of the Ueited States Q'$ America. We 
arc pofng to support this Bill but we do not support 
it in e~-ery iota We fcel that this Bill will take 
9 great deal of studying and when I suggest that 
it shoull go to a Select Committee I do W with 

[idea nf holding up the passaye of the Rill. b u ~  
i t  is ushering into Barbados a neTF outlook and 
therefore, a l l  Parties should be given an ou~or tun i t r  
tc go into every section of the Bill, especiallv v7he11 

~zalize that there is e~ i s t i ng  legislation d ~ a l i n a  
\~ - i th  mtblic. utilities mhich vi l l  have to be brought 

Apnarently the Goverinnent in  its 
T v i s h ~  has decided that for th(a present thik RilT 

~ubfic-17tility B ~ a r d . ~  Relative to t h e  milk supply, 
that is a very knotty problem and i t  may be, that at 
the present moment i t  is a matter to be dealt with 
by Police Magistrates rather than bp a Public Utility 
Iioard. X-e have drafted a Bill ln reslsect of a co-OD- 

On resumption, 
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should deal only with the Telephone Co., the Electric 
Co., and the Gas Co. Going through the Bill you  ill 
find that the Board is to consist of rhlec 
menlbers who will be appointecl b ~ -  the Gover~lor. \Ye 
expect that you are gomg to have on t h i ~  ljoartl a 
man of legal abillty, a man of engineering abilitl 
and a nlai~ of economic ability. The recleen~ing 
feature about this Gill, as I see it, is that 110 on: 
connected ni th the local conlpanies - directly 01 

indirectly, politically or otherwise-will be given 
a seat on the Boarcl ancl that, i thidr, is a step ill 

the right cllrection. But, Mr. Speaker, I am 17-011- 
derjng, after reading the Bill, whether xou  ill 
Lr-rve a Departnlent to deal a, matter of thi- 
sort. I t  is stated that there is going to  be a Seorc>- 
tary and it looks to me as if there will be a Depart- 
iuent to deal with public utilities. I n  my opinion, 
the provisioiis of the Eill are not wide enongh and 
in many respects it needs to be amended \\'jtho~!t 
any other legislation as a guide other than tha: 
which obtains i n  Canada the clraughtsinan of; this 
Bill is likely to have included provisions xhich arr  
not suitable to, and exclude provisions which 
are suitable to, local conditions. For some reason the 
Government has suggested that only the Telephone, 
Electricity, and Gas Companies shoiilcl be dealt 
with under this Bill but I feel that in t h i s s h a l l  
I say? - modern day when i t  is so necessary to 
educate people, Radio Distribution should be inch1 
ded. I feel that Radio Distribution is as much a 
public utility as the Gas Company is. and that this 
Bill should apply to it, more especially when you rcaci 
the Bill and see that there is a section which say< 
that the Commissioners will hare the rirht to con- 
trol and act in the same way with a company 
which does not manufacture the commodity it sells 
brit actually buys i t  from another Company as they 
tvould act towards the Gas, Electric, and Telephone 
Companies. That is one of the reasons why I 
am suggesting that this Rill should bp referred 
to a Select Committee. If Radio Distribution 
was inclitded and we werc to pass legis- 
latioil to the effect that one Company coulcl use the 
poles of another Company I can quite see that one 
of the immediate benefits from this Bill woulcl be 
the extension of Radio Distribubion to other part. 
of the island. Sot  only that ; i t  would result in the 
reduction of the now mounting cost of the Radio 
Distribution Service. After all, the principal thing 
in which n.e are interested is that when me enact 
this legislation to control public ntilities, the con- 
sumers shoulcl benefit not n1erel:- from an extension 
of the particular service but that they shonld pet 
the particular corn1nodit~- as cheaply as possible. 
blthough the Bill is not as voluminous as some Bills 
we have had to deal with yet it is a Bill which 
will take a great deal of study and if honourable 
members have read it. they will realize that there 
a're some actions of i t  which must be amended. It 
is true that the Waterworks, a\ a public utility. 
is already under the control of the Government but 
it is a known fact that the Government has set u p  
a. Special Committee for the purpose of assisting 
in the running of the Waterworks and I am won- 
dering, if you have a Pnblic Utility Board and have 
enacted legidation to qeal with public ntilitie.;, 
whether that legislation should not include the 
Waterworks. I am sure that honourable mem- 
bers will give very careful consideration as to whether 
o r  not all public utilities should not come within 
the provisions of thiv Act. Now, Sir. there is a 
vntioi7 of this Blill which T hope will allar anv 
fear., in the minds of honourable members who are 

111 opposition to the establ15linlent of a Public Utili- 
tic 5 Board, who woulcl like to see Xat2onallzatlon 
uur, x h o  oannot really see that lt is ~mposslb!e. ~f 
you want to give relief in  the inimetliate iuture to 
 he mhab~tants  of this colony, to have ixatlonallza- 
tiou. I11 thib Hill oue of the ponefi of the Corn- 
inissiollers will be to say whether or not a Company 
call extend its shares. Take a Public Utility Company 
~oday with assets amounting to &100,000 IVhen we 
haw enacted this legislation before that Company 
could decide to exte~id its shares or to have any 
appreciation of :ts Capital, that must be decided 
Lyv the Boarcl. Some honourable members askcsoth  
rote "\The says so? The only body who bays so is 
chis Bill. I n  Par t  IV of this Bill there is a section 
which actually borders on Sationalization. I n  other 
words, the Board has to say to a Public Utility 
Company what dividends i t  should pay ; this Board 
--some honourable niembers woulcl be opposed to 
~t purely because i t  was a plank in  the political 
platform of the Opposition-mould be able to say 
to a Public C'tility Company "your service should 
be run first where the majority of the people could 
bendit from it." That was always the contention 
~f those of us who would like to see Barbados a 
better plaee for all of US to live in. There are 
,clme further powers which I would like to see given 
to the Board.. 1 am going to mention them and 
hononrable members should weigh them carefully 
.ntl give verj- serious consideration to them. Nobody 
in this Country--at least none of us who have a 
,ense of responsibility-tvonld like to say to peopl? 
v,ho 50 or 60 years ago cmle into the colony with 
aapital and invested it "We confiscate all your 
sroperty and  - o u  can go.'' Even if you nationalize 
in a democratic country like this you will have tr, 
filld money to pay the particular Conpany whose 
commodity you have nationalized; that is what it 
comes to. You are not merely p i n g  to say to the 
Company "Well you have been here for 50 years; 
we thank you for what you have don(." and kick 
them out. That cannot be done ill a democratic 
country. 

Now. Clause 27-Part IV-?says this :- 
( l )  No public ntility shall issue any stocks 

or ihares or any debentures or other evidence of 
indebtedness, payable in more than one year from 
the date thereof, unless i t  has first obtained the 
approl~al of the Board to the proposed issue. 

(2) The Baard may grant its approval of 
the proposed issue in the amount applied for or in 
any lesser amount, and eubject to such conditions 
as it may deem reasonable a n  necessary to impose. 

The whole rmx of this is that the Board 
will s a y  nhether a Company is over-capitalized 
whether the dividends i t  is paying are honest an6 
fair. There are no two ways about that. At  one 
time the senior member for St. Joseph told me that 
n Public TTtilitjes Bill could not work in  this island 
but I am yet glad to see that he is moh a big man 
as to be able to see that i t  can work and has brought 
it down to this House. The Public Utilities Board 
~hould, I repeat, be in a positkm to my to a Com- 
pany "If you are going to extend your &are3 
or increase your Capital, those Shares must be offered 
first to local people, "and if they are offered t o  locd 
people no one person should be able to buy more 
than a certain amount. I appeal t o  the sel60~ 
member for St. Joseph to see that if this important 
legislation is enacted, all the shares in  the Electric 
Company. for instancei, should not be held by a 
few people in London and Barbados. The Board 
must be able to control the Directors' salaries and t h ~  



fees that they draw. An honourable ineinber 
remarked that thc Vestries control those but that 
honourable member does not know much about that 
phase of the mattar. Any reasoilable man, even if he 
is a Tory, must agree with me that in this twentieth 
century we in  Barbados could not qive a public 
utility company facilities to expand locally and allow 
all its Shares or the greater part of them to be offered 
abroad. 1 am thinking of giving working people 
in  this country the opportunity of acquiring shares 
in a Public Utility Company. Anybody who has 
read similar legislation in  Canada will know that 
such exists there today. To expand any Public 
Utility Company in Barbados is going to call for 
Capital aad if we allow all the Shares to ba oifered 

-abroad. it t~lnuunts to this: you hare no control 
o w r  that pl~blic. utility Company. I feel, Mr. 
speaker, that with such powers given to the Board 
we will b~ able to say, sooner or later. that x e  own 
the public. utjlities in  Barbados. There arc some sec- 
tions of this Rill which will, no doubt, be rontrover- 
sial;  for instance, the section which provides that 
the Qove~aor amp actually on hiis warrant to thc 
Colonial Treaurer  pay out money without thc 
knowledge or c.onrent of the Legislature. I do not 
know who I.: wspoiisible for that but I can say thai 
I am almost wre  that with the mc.ticnlons care 
c,f my colleague that proxi@ion would hardly pa5. 
11 uster in this (%amber. I draw to the attrntiol 
of the Iionclnrable I~ rade r  that that wonlci haye tc 
be a n ~ e n d ~ d .  m d  is a farther reason svhy the 1311 
should be sent to a Select Committee. 1 am nlakiug 
thrse poiuts Iwal~se  me of the Opposition are prouc' 
of this Ril! which gives a certain amount of pro 
teetion t o  I)otll sides. Some honourable members 
may ask ' '%r~t what kind of Boar4 are you goin? 
to yet l'' a i ~ d  T am wondering whether a provisior 
shonld not IJV imerted in  the Bill to the effect thal 
the a p p o i ~ ~ t n l ~ l t  of the ineinbers of the Board shall 
be submitted f u r  the appro~-a1 of the Legislature 
Some honourable members will say that this is F 

palliative‘. That may be so on the part of those hon. 
onrable members who are wedded to Nationalization: 
but if you iiisei~t a provision which sayi: what the 
Return shonlcK be and that a Statement of Accounts 
must be laid bcfore the Legislature Sear after year. 
then thew would be no cans? for fear. 1 say that 
there comos a time in the lives of indjvicluals when 
they mltst ; t~upromise. TJnless people want to talk 
in  the air and really do not mean what thry say, this. 
to my mind. is the real Rill for this Conlltrq-. 
Some h o n o u r b l ~  member vill  sap "Sationalize 
everything". TLis is m)+ second tnvl in here 
and when r fir4  at in this 1 1 0 ~ s ~  T sat liexi 
to the late s e ~ ~ i o r  memb~r  for St Ai~dren ,  
311.. IIaplws, T Y ~ O  i~l t rod~~cecl  the question of Sation- 
nlidmtion into t h ~  ISonse. T remember we11 that T 
offwed t11c.11 to wsipz mv seat if in two y a m  my 
oppon~nts  who had promised so recklessly that they 
wonld i~ationalis~. v o ~ d d  effect nationalisation. I 
rrpeat non that if they could nationalize hefore the 
end df thir session T would resign my seat. The 
would-be nationalizers remind me of the little boy 
who dreamt that his had a motor car to drive all over 
the moon: they build castles in the air. T appeal 
to  honourable members to see the wisdon of sup- 
porting this Rill because it is the one Bill to give 
some relicf to the coinmunity in this direction. 
As regards appeals in matters of this sort. they 
should be heard by judges because it i~ ciifficult in a 
small comn~~znity ~ ~ i t h  people so clos,,ly co9necte'd 
with onc anothcs to get a fair and n11bi:lsrd dccision 
from ;l jl1r7 ~ J I  ~ m p r e t  of a public utility. I do not 

know much about the law but I would say that ia 
nlattcrs of this sort appeals should be allowed on 
not only questions of law but also on questions of 
fact because in the first working of this Bill you will 
find qaestions of fact arising and we should be at  
pains to allow persons who may be colnplainants t o  
appeal on questions of fact, inasniuch as there may 
be great ~Iis~atisfaetioii at the commencement of the 
3peration of this Act. Mr. Speaker, 1 am going to 
support the sending of this Bill to a S~ lec t  Conmit- 
tee because every inember of this House should be 
Fully acquainted with the provisions of the Eill. I 
do not think that an  hononrable member should find 
himself in the position of not being able to a n s v w  
any question that might be put to him in a matter 
of such vital inlportaiwe. T repeat that i t  gives me 
pleasure to second the motion for the second reading 
of this Bill and although I feel that i t  will have a 
stormy passage I hope that the passage will, never- 
theless, be safe. 

Mr. GR.iJTF0 IID : Mr. Speaker,-l must con- 
fess that it is with sume amaz~rnent that I heard 
the introducer of this Rill esprefis surprise that i t  
~bonltl  hc supported by the Daily Press and more 
ivcn so to hear hiin express some wonder a t  whether 
it m o ~ ~ l d  be supported by the honourable, members 
on I ~ , Y  left, for the simple reason, Sir, that tahe Bill 
weks to give leyislative sancation to a proposa! which 
has been pushed with vigour thronghout thc length 
and breadth of the country by the, Conservative 
Opposition ill this C'hainber. My position was some- 
:\.hat; snstainc~d by the fact that the senior member 
fL:r the City j u i p e d  up with alacrity to second the 
motion for the passing of the second reading of the 
Rill. I want to say herq and now that in my opin- 
ion the inclncioll of this Bill among the statutes 
of the colon>- \ i d1  not make the position to any ay- 
preoiable extent better, in so far  as the control of 
public utilities in this colony is concerned. It is aU 
well and good to say, a.: has been said by  the hone 
ourable member on my left, that tlhere is similar 
lrg!slation in Canada and Newfoundland but Canada 
is a country of unrcstricteci free enterprise. Furth- 
?rmore. in some respects the Canadian Constitution 
itself offers less liberty to the individual than our 
m n  Colonial Constitution does. Howev~r.  we are not 
now discussing constitutional matters. Because a 
Public TTtilitifs Board works well in  Canada, i t  does 
not follow that i t  is going to achieve the resdtc: 
which are necesqary here in consequence of the pecn- 
lilzr conditions which exist in a colony like this. 
Now, I am going to say that this Bill is bound to  
hc a Tery great clisappointment to a l a r p ,  number 
of people in this country. I am not one of those 
persons.-persons to vhom t8he hononrable member 
m my !eft referred,-who believe, that you can in- 
c l iwhinate ly  socializr ant1 nationalize jnclnstries 
ancl pnblic services in this colony. I am realistic 
enough to r~al ize that a certain amount of free en- 
terpriw is abbsolatel\- twel~tial in a co1,ntr.y with a 
eolonial economic stat l~s wch as ours. As a matter 
of fact, I am willing to go so far  as to say that in 
order to extend our economy beyond its present col- 
onial statnc, me map need, in  some respects, a strong 
dose of free enterprise, but I certainly will also at  
the same time submit that when i t  comes to public 
ntilities there can be no justification for failure to 
sswinc compl~te control. even in a colony like this. 

Tht. honourable mwnbcr on my left who second- 
ed the motion for rhc wcond reading of the Bill, 
~inphacized the clefinitr inipracti~abilitp at the rno- 
nient of a( quisition Gowrnnient of the public 
1iit'iIity ~r1.virrs in tht coloar-. Now, let 11s assnnle 
that that is so. Ccl-tainly. Sir, what certain men?- 
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?I(-rs of thi\ House anil th r  wnimnnity are entitled 
;U hear from the ht~oi lucer .  of tile 13lii j, triat ~t 
lrast some elaborate investigation h, b e n  ~liacte. 
Givc us  some sort of proof.-present fact5 ailcl 
figure, to pro\-e tllat Son h a w  g m e  ti~oro~iyl.~l> into 
the pcl-4bility o i  acciuirilrg t h c v  pnblic. ,1;111ty Q'om- 
panies anti that lli~\.ino fom~tl  ~t to be. p ~ x c , t ~ c , ~ ~ l l y  
impo\sibk a t  tile nwnwur y o ~  ilave t v  lc:il l ~ t i i  OIL 

this Bill. Bnt  do not come here and nlere,ly say 
that because we arc \pending money on housing- 
and I do not lino\v u h a t  nioney we are spending on 
lwusing, exc.cpt the llabour Welfare funds-or be- 
caua? x ~ c  expect to start  a deep water 11arhol~r 
schenli. so~netime in  the1 fntnre. you havc. had to 
aban(ion, e \eu for the time being, the propow.1~ for 
the nationalization of public utilitieq. Or do not 
11:crcly wll us that because the, British L a b o ~ r  Par ty  
has had to stop its ~lationalization prograilntlcl ;\-on 
d1ould stop with yours too, A t  least, the British 
Labonr Par ty  have made a begilinins v i th  the na- 
tionalization of coal and tran5port and n.e ha\ c. not 
heard it prononnced oficiallv that the> h a ~ c  stoppecl 
their progrnmine for further nationalization. Gut we 
are being told by the local Government that ivt: are 
going to stop before we h a w  btarted. T want tc makct 
my positian perkc t lp  clear. T am not suggestinp 
for a moment tha t  we can get! up i n  this country 
and nationalize, indiscriminately indwtrie5 and  pub- 
lic wr~iccc,. As lt matter of facat, the old;\- intln\tty 
,)f any inqwrtanre in this island is thc ing;rr indlLs- 
t ly .  TP talk about nationalizing the sngar industry 
you have to be quite clear in your mind nhether 
you i n t a d  to n a l h ~ a l  ize tlw inannf acture of sugar. 
Tf yen want to nationalize the lnanufac tur~  of s l ~ g -  
ar, that is quite possible but to nationalize the grow- 
in? of the sugar would mean the acquisition by the 
~ 7 o v e ~ a m e n t  of almost every square inch of arable 
land i i b  this countr~r,  which would be impractical at 
the moment. Bnt  apar t  from the nationalization of 
intlustries, most tlecidedly there was easy accc,ii for 
the reachinr out b.17 thc Go~~ernrnent  into the ac- 
quisition and control of pnblic ntilitirs I repcat, 
Sir. that either we should be told Icy the Govern- 
nlent that i t  has eshaustrd every single opportnnity 
f t v  discharging what is i n  reality its obligation to  
the co1,ntry or the C;over~nnent s h o d 2  aclmit its in- 
c a p c i t y  to reduce its p r t  political ylatforni propo- 
fiitiom from the le;\rel of acaclemic* t11eoric.s to c4on- 
crrte legislative measures. This Bill m u ~ t  h(. a I pry 
poor sop to people who werc told: as has brcn al- 
ready quoted by the honourable member on my left, 
Sour pears ago "if you return US to POW-CL.. within 

'six mouths we will nationalize the Electricity Ser- 
vice." This 3311, T r..prtat, n~tlbt h-1 a poor sop to 
(hem; i t  must he a soulw of scuts dkappointiinent. 
.After all, apar t  from the financial encumbrances 
which any State imposes upon itself when it takes 
aver a p.biic utslity service, i t  lnnst be also borne 
in  mind that a n  undertalring of this sort is a11 ill- 
vcstment and  that  apar t  from incurring th, liabil- 
i ty  involved, there is the prospect of the s ta te  earn- 
jng the invariably handsome profits which are made 
by the public utility and with which it i i  hoped 
eventually to amortizc the financial c,bligat;ion that 
i t  has assumed. It is not me,rely a clwition. Sir,  
of taking over a pnblic utility and hopini< that/ one 
trf these days pon may be able to  pay back the 
mocey you borrowed to acquire it. xo p r i ~ a t e  ~ i t i l -  
ity operaties for the health of the Company Direc- 
tors ; t h y  operate bevause tlrey uiakc money. T l ~ r  
honol~rable member on mv left t allii; aho1.t c.oiitrc ~llinq 
dividends. Those dividends atlmittedly arc3 thciv. 
W t .  ~ m n l  to be tolcl that it i.: bcyoncl the financial 
cnnacity of the ( k m r n n ~ c n t .  bc,arinq in  ~ i i ; ~ l  t h ~  

dividends returned by the public ~ ~ t i l i t i e s  to take 
:h(. stci, nationalize them. I repeat that 04- its 
p w t e n s ~ o l i ~ ,  by its professions. by i ts  very numen- 
claturc., the Par ty  in power has obligaied itself to  a 
5tc.p of flhat sort. 1, Sir, share the clisappoiiitr~ent~ 
c\ hic.;i I ~ I U S ~  be f ~ l t  by a !arge nuinbrr of people in  
this: wlony, if we are, going to be tolcl that  i t  is 
1~~1pwsiblr  w e n  to acquire the Gas Company. when 
the Clouernnlenti already owns the supply of izatrlral 
ga. a i d  i t  i i  ~nrlrely a question of paying :t proper 
price for the maeh~nery i n  Bay Strcr t  I r e p a t  that,, 
in my opinion, i t  is not so much a que,tioii of iin- 
p~*nc+!icability but ~nerc~ly either a clwisiow not to 
iixp!c!nc~:t your own proposals o r  to confess yoLr 
inability to ilnplement them. I t  cannot by ally stretch 
,I!! ;h( i~nxpination involvcl any extra at1nrinist'~ativa 
,ibility to acquire n hut is known as the ( ( a s  Com- 
pany i n  t l lk vountry 

ET ell ill the field of Iusurancc, thr  G o ~ ~ r n n i e n t  
has been uryecl to unclertalie the insnrancc under the 
Woi~kmen's (loinpr~is~rtjon ,let and if y o i ~  cannot i~lalie 
Ir~sul~ance pay you cannot make anything pay be- 
causr Tnsnrance is only a matter of mathematics on 
the oile hand and  efficient and  economic inanagrlncut, 
on the other. I repeat that the community is cutitled 
to expect nzore in  this direction from the C!ovc)rtuilrnt 
ancl c.ould hai.dly be expected to accept with pleasure 
what little i t  has been offered. Now, with regard to 
the Rill itself Clansr 2 defines the public utilities 
-whic.h will m n c  within the scope of the Rill. The 
l~ononrable introdncer said that  Transport could have 
been inclnded but that  m-e already have a n  tlclvisory 
Bgartl and a Department of Highways and Transport 
and, therefore i t  was not thought advisable to include 
Transport i n  this Bill. The Advisory Board is-well 
the advisory Board. 3 s  a matter of fact, a n  announce- 
ment has been made that  'bus fares will  be increased 
from the 1st of Octobrr and I would like to kiio~v if 
the B t l ~ i w r y  Roard kncw anything about it. 

As a matter of fact I am wondering if the Exe- 
cutivc Committee knew that  bus fares are  going to  
be int.reascil and r should not a t  all be surprised to 
hear tha t  the Advisory lloarcl did not linow. There 
has been tremendous opposition in this House to the 
establishment of these Advisory Boards and to the 
creation of these various government tlclpnrt- 
n~elits, the IXrectors cif whit h (arca given com- 
plete power, mitil siwh time as  we haw Hrsponsi- 
ble Government. That has always ben1 iny p s i -  
tion and to hear i t  ai1vanc:cvl to-clay that the 
actual existpnce of one of these Boards and one, 
of these omnipotent Directors of a Depal-t~ncnt is rca- 
son enough for not including a n  cssential s e n i w  sac. h 
as  Transport i n  this Bill is positively astonishing. 
The seconder of the motion has suggested the in- 
vlusion of Raclio Distribution. With that I expect 
TT-e all agree but  I am wondering how the senior mem- 
ber for St. George is going to acccpt the suggestion. 
i n  view of thc fact that  he has always proclaimed him- 
self to be of the considered opinion that  the Govern- 
ment itsclf should acquire and operate the service 
known as Radio Distribution. 

It is all well and good to p u t  whatever you like 
in  this Bill. Everything mill depend, Sir, i n  the 
final analysis, oil the personnel of the Roard. The 
appointment of its members r i l l  be i n  the hands of 
the TTcarl of the Administration. From our experi- 
cnre of the past and of what has happened xve know 
fnlly well who mill be appointed to this Board. I 
can think of a t  least one person who will be a mem- 
ber of this Eoard-Mr. lfichael Greave+-became he 
is said to ha\-e had experience in Canada 011 similar 
Boards ancl I am telling you that i n  mv opinion, when 
thir, Board qhalg have been appointed, the sccnnd state 
of the wnsnmem in this colony wjll be ~ ~ ~ o r s e  than 
th- first. T,ro ha le  in t'n. C'ornmiwion of l411qaii-y Act 



a t  least some source of redress bu t  with this Bill we 
shall see what me shall see. Furthermore, Sir, with 
regard to the Services Tor which the Bill should oper- 
ate-Transport definitely should be included, Radio 
JAstribution has been suggested, (A voice : Ice Com- 
panies (Laughter) L fr;el, Sir, that this is f a r  too 
important a matter to be approached with such lerity 
-1 want  to suggest this : 

Sugar is the maiu source of wealth i n  this coun- 
t r y ;  it 1s the mainspring of our economy and  welfare 
a n d i t  means more to the entire population than any 
other industry. I am, therefore, suggesting very seri- 
ously, Slr, that i n  Clause 2 there should be added the 
manufacture of sugar i n  the colony. (Laughter). I 
really expected to hear a little laughter from people 
who do not know any better but I am amazed a t  the 
Senior Member for  St. Joseph. I am suggesting, Sir, 
that  in  Clause 2 of this Bill the lnanufacture of sugar 
should be declared a public utility service or that 
there should be inserted a sub-clause S to the eff'ect 
that the lnanufacture or the processing of sugar in  
the colony shall be a public utility service. If the 
Senior Member for  St.  Joseph, as he has intimated. 
sends this Bill to a Select Committee with the ap- 
proval of the House 1 an1 prepared to fnrnish the 
Select Committee with a copy of a n  Act i n  which a 
Public Utilities Board is en~ponered to control the 
manufacture of sugar in  a West lildian colony. I 
go further and say this : Eve11 if l could furnish uo 
precedent for the suggestion, the peculiar conditions 
which obtain in  this colony are e n w g h  to give sonie 
sort of validity to the proposal 1 have made. 

I t  is high time that there s h o ~ ~ l d  be some ~ o n t r o l  
of the manufacture of sugar in  the colony. l f  we arc 
v t t ing  up a Public Vtilities Board. all we lie-d c!(; 
for the purposes of the Act, is to tleclare thp niann- 
facture of sugar a public utility service, and brul.; 
the operation of sugar factories .within the  scope 
of the Act. I f  I am a member of the Select C'unlmittee 
I am prepared to put  foruarcl such a suggestion and 
to  furnish the Coinmittee with a cop! of s i i n i l ~  
legislatiou to that which I propose. 1 an1 going to 
add,  for the information of the senior member for 
S t .  Joseph, that the 5ame Public ITtilities I3oal.d 
~ ~ h i c h  controls the mainxfacture of sugar to -\-hich 1 
referred, is also responsible for the Telephone. Gas, 
Transport and other public nti1it:- ser\ ices in ill(> 
particular colony. 1 think that what 1 h a w  furthvr 
to say non- can be deferrecl until the Rill (oinA.\ 
back from the Select Committee biit I \ \ant  t l ~ c  iiiriL~- 
hers of the IIouse and of the Select Committee 'Lo 
von\ider very seriously, if we are going to hare t h ; ~  
,W-the majority of opinion in the Houstr is ill 
Eavour of i t  and t h y -  will rc3t it-the possibility o l  

2 xt~ncling its p r o ~ i s ~ o ~ i h  25  fa r  ilb possible 50 as to 
include the manufacture of sugar. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker,-As far  as this 
Bill i s  concerned T 'am ~.xpec+na. \\,hen it is passed 
by this House, to see all the flag5 flying in 
Broad Street, and the memhers of the Opposition - u3 
.;ay "TVe, the reactionaries. lay d o ~ ~ n  the policiw and 
the Socialists carry them out." T wn clefinitel!- dis- 
appointed over this Bill and the debate. so far ,  is 
sl-iffieient to cause mc to hp ill f a r o i ~ ~  of t l l r o ~ ~ ~ i ~ l ~  
fhe Rill thronch one of the n-inclows of thi, Cllalmbci~. 
Thew are some persons. 1\11.. S p e a k e ~ .  ~-110  fen1 tllat a 
Pnhlic T'tilitjcs Bolard is a goorl s l t h s t i t ~ ~ t ~  for Xa- 
tionalization. Nationalization. tllc f u n t i a m c i ~ t ~ l  nol- 
;(>p of all Socialists. is not onh- p onarantcr of spy- 
xriec to the pitblir. a t  m wouomica1 rat? hilt it iq 
d w  3 ~ 1 a r a n t e 3  that the profits a ~ c r ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~  frolll 
j ~ i r b l i c  ntilities vi l l  proride the qocial ameni t i~s  that 
arc edpd TII ail o w r  popalated colon>- lilre -&F- 

h(h. thnre is the t m d ~ n c ~ -  to concentrate all tllp 
~ 4 t h  in the hands of the E ~ T T  and srt lhc  same time 

3auperise the many. The only alternative to that  
xould be Xationaluation or what is termed "wm- 
~ i o ~  onnership." Things that suit  large countries 
l o  xiot necessarily suit sinall communities such as 
)urs 1s. As regards the personlie1 of the proposed Pub- 
ic Utilities Boarcl, do you think you could find a man 
xho would have the vap'ability to sit 011 that Board 
ind not be thinking as the capitalists think? And 
ivould you expect such a man not to  sympathise with 
should like to know how the Balbados Museum and 
iis kind 1 what you are doing 111 a Bili of t l ~ i s  sort 
s to regularize extortion to a greater extent than we 
qave now. inasmuch as you are g i ~ i n g  the ~ ~ ~ ~ u h c r s  
~f the I'ltblic Ctilitie, Board arbitrary pOWer to 
l ~ c i d e  whether the public should paj- one ceut or 
111e poui~d for a con1111odity. ,!, public utility Coin- 
m1.v nould have the right of $appeal bu t  as far  as I 
.all ser, the public. \\onld not hare  that  right and 
.veil if .on g i w  th i~  public that right yo:~ mould 
,carc'el~ zrt at11 s ~ t i o n  of tt to take the lea.1, other 
hall grumble at  the tlec4sion of the Board. We have 
rrcent1.v ha(1 a11 example of a Gill to give the Gas 
Company p?rniision to  increase its rates a d  it is 
mlj- through the fortunate p o m r  n-hich rcsted ill 
-he hands of nlenibers of the House thnat reprcscli~t.~- 
lives of the people nerP able to sit aroimcl a table 
n ith reprpsentat iw~ of the CiolnpanJ- and other ad- 
,-is>rs who knov ancl save the public from beinp robbed 
)f a certain anlount that was r~roiiinlende(l by  the 
Conlpanr. and supported by figures which thes gave; 
the result is that that Bill has not bee11 passed Into 
law yet but wit11 a l'ublic I'tilites Boarcl the Company 
ivould have had its way and the pilblic would have 
been fleeced. That is only one example but we have 
had other esainples in  this colony of actions such as  
this: A lady in  Brighton sold land to one individual 
a t  Gd. per square foot. The Go~~ernnlent  gave permis- 
sion for  the setting n p  of an  Assessment Board i n  
respect of land. Two weeks after, another persol1 
went to buy some of that  same land and the lady 
stated tha t  the Government says tha t  land shoulcl be 
sold a t  36 cents a square foot but that she would sell 
hers a t  30 cents a square foot. Nothing but extortion, 
corruption and all the evil things you can think 
about! The peoplr of this colony have got to groan 
and bear i t .  I have heard the majority of the mem- 
bers ot lhis House say that  they would not s ~ p p o r t  
any increase in  bus fares because every concession. 
aire makes good profits and they clo not deserve any 
consideration at  the exprnse of the people. Rut  al- 
though that expression has been made by  srvc,ral 
members of this House, including the honoitrablc~ 
member who seconded the motion for the seconcl 
reading of this Rill, pon have read in  the n e ~ x ~ s p a p e ~ s  
that the proposal to increase the bus fares is going 
to bp carried out. W h y ?  Recanse you have put  too 
ninch power in the hands of certain Directors 

Certain offkials i n  this colony think tha t  they can 
ride the peoplr rough shod and you know that the 
normal tendenc>- is to gire the strong the favours 
from every source 111 preference to the weak and most 
deserving. T mould prefer Mr. Speaker. to wait, if I 
had to ilo so for fifty years. until  T could sec m y  'lTav 
to bring in  some measure of nationalizatio~l instead 
cf this Rill. This is a sop which-T am going to say 
so 1 1 o ~ ~  b e c a ~ ~ t  1 feel so-is going to be poisonons.- 
poisono~~s hecanse few of 11s will l i v  to see the real 
;>rinciples of P\'ationalization introdr~cecl in this col- 
bnr.  SOTHP honourable members an d people onts i i l~  
thjq T-To:ls~ seem to nlagnify the argl~ment  about 
public o ~ m ~ r s h i p  of cclrtaiii l?roc%~ctions. T ~ P  same 
1 7 . a r  a fen- perqonc. rail (WIIIP too'ether and p001 their 
r e s o ~ r r c ~ s  and rqtablish hii. TTt;lit\- Comnanies. how 
~olxes  it that thonsands or inillioni oJ 17eopl~ h a 



corninunity cannot pool their resources or give per- 
mission for their resources to be pooled in order 
that they could own whatever utilities there are and 
on which their existence depends ? It is a joke. I 
have often heard the opposers of Nationalization and 
Progress say "You know that the Government can- 
not run anything successful1~-." Do you know why 
they say tha t?  Because if the Government cannot 
show harniony in carrying out its policy, these anti- 
nationalisers ~5~onld continue to do the stupid things 
that are done in other countries. Mr. Speaker, I have 
seen where in small countries in the West Indies the 
Governments own all the rjtility Services. (A Voice 
Name one). St. Lucia, Trinidad, Grenada, St. Vin- 
cent-and honourable members know i t  too. If they 
don't own one Utility Service they own the other and 
I am sure that this Government can own one Utility 
Service or the other. There is an Act which permits 
you to demand that they present their books and to 
go into those books to see if the public is getting its 
fair share. But you are going to say no~v that that Act 
is no good and that you are going to appoint a special 
Utilities Board which in the end might do more harm 
by acquiescing to the demands of private enterpris 
It is all right for the senior member for  the City to 
spread before our eyes the nice things which the pub- 
lic could get through this Bill. Certainly I agree 
with him if human nature was different but as things 
are, how do you expect to get those things when every- 
b o d ~  is cutting and slashing each other 1 How c,an 
you put this power into the hands of people who are 
not sufficiently in sympathy with the people ? I n  the 
first place you are going to say that the supposed 
niembers of the Utilities Board are to be persons who 
have high qualifications, who know about the various 
industries, how they are run and so on. As I said, 
I prefer the present conditions to go on until you can 
really control things and make sure that you are los- 
ing nothing. There is another thing, Sir. l: notice 
that in case a Company fails to carry out an order 
given to it, i t  wonld be fined $1,000. I have not seen 
any provisiolz for  a continuity of that fine until the 
Company carried out such an order. I n  a day like 
this with the strength of Corporations, a Company 
can flout an order given to it and be satisfied to pay 
the $1,000 in the expectation that i t  will recoup itself 
bp increasing the rates by some other means. That 
is a point which I do hope if yau reach that stage 
you will clarify. There are some Companies i n  Ameri- 
ca which would prefer to throw away $1,000,000 than 
to conform with certain regulations; i t  pays them to 
do so. There is no provision, as fa r  as I see, for that. 
As regards the argument of the senior member for the 
City about shares being sold to local people, that is 
not sufficient. The entire Bill should be thrown away. 
T am not satisfied with it. No person who has studied 
the princip1e.i vhich are adopted by Socialists could 
accept this Bill and be satisfied with it. This is what 1 
call a setback because i t  prevents you from fixing your 
attention on Nationalization. You are going to swap 
Nationalization for this Bill and if this becomes 
ope~ative I do not see any of u s  being able to enjoy 
in our lifetime the benefits of Nationalizatior 
which should be. I can sympathise with the Oppo- 
sition; this is in  their interests and that is wby T 
should expect them to raise flags tomorrow if thi3 
B11 is passed; they should close their stores and 
give their employees a holiday. I am beginning to 
wonder who is who. Again, Mr. Speaker, rather 
than limit Nationalization to the few public utilities 
I agree with the junior member for St. Phkilip that 
there should also be nationalization of the Sugar In- 
dustry in  this island. We are reaching the point 
Tvhere i t  may be necessary even to nationalize Ranh.; 
and Insurance Companies. Some people seem to fee 
that the argument about the nationalization of 

the Sugar Industry is fatuous; it is not; it is only 
so to those who are weak minded and who are not  
sure where they are. If we say that  we are dupli- 
cating the policy of the British Labour Party I can 
say that they have not backed down from their 
policy whatsoever and I agree with the honourable 
member who said that they only resorted to a 
temporary recess but that they intend to carry out 
the nationalization of steel. I feel that rather than 
our bmking down on such a policy we should be 
making the pace so hot that even the Sodalists i n  
England would say "You are a little too fast ;  you 
are going ahead of us; stop and wait for us." But 
we have not started anything at all. These public 
utilities make huge profits annually and large 
premium go into the pockets of their shareholders 
in Australia, England, Canada, and elsewhere. I f ,  
through Nationalization, the Government was able 
to get those profits owned by the people, it would 
be 5n a position to meet the demands which are daily 
increasing through an  increasing population. We 
certainly would get f a r  ahead in  solving those prob- 
[ems which we have now. Regardless of what hap- 
pens, as the result of the consideration of this Bill, 
I want i t  to be placed on record that I am not in  
favour of it, despite whatever amendments may be 
made. 

Mr. MAPP: This Bill does represent a com- 
promise between one side and the other; i t  i6 a 
compromise 'between the extreme measure of nation- 
alisation and unfettered private enterprise. To all 
Socialists who believe in the policy of nationalisatiou 
i t  would be a disappointmelvt that $he Goverynent 
has not yet seen fit to nationalise one or  two of 
these public ntilitias. But, Mr. Speaker, although 
i t  is a disappoiiitmernt to me, yet at times I preach 
the gospel of inoderation and I believe in  half a 
loaf being better than no loaf a t  all. I n  this case 
I believe that having a body that  @n regulate the 
rates charged by these purbflic utilities is better t h i n  
having no such Body at  all, and allowing these 
public utilities to charge the public whatever they 
feel like charging, whether the rates are exorbitant 
or otherwise,. I agree that this Bill is a temporary 
conipromise and ill saying that, I am well aware of the 
difficultiets with which we are faced! I am aware 
of the fact that if the Govenment waits too logg 
before they natioiralise the Gas ICompany, that  
Company will not be nationalised at all, because if 
it is allowed to recover and stand on its feet we W-ill 
be told that there is no money with which to nation- 
d ise  it, and the same thing applies to the Electlzir 
Company. The longer TT-e wait, the more i t  mill 
cost. Some time ago nhen the Directors of thz 
Gas Colnpaiiy were very apprehensive about th- 
Government nationalising it, they said that i t  mm 
not worth anything; and before much time elapses 
and before this C'ompany becomes financially 
heavier than it is to-dal-, the Government should 
take steps to nationalise it. IIon. members hayr. 
lost sight of the fact that the stepping up of t t i s  
Company does not prevent the Governii~~nt  f rom 
nationalising i t  in the i~ea r  fnture. Tf the Gover;n- 
mcnt wants to nationalise this Company it can +in 
so; therefore I agree with this Bill in that i t  is 
better to have half a loaf than no loaf a t  all. It I.' 

better to have some Authority t o  whom the public 
can appeal rather than have no Authority at all. J 
agree that a Company such as Radio Distribution 
could be iiicln~ded in this Bill and it is rather ~ ~ n i q u  c. 
to hear that we should include the n~aimfacture of 
sugar in the Bill. But to get bark to t h ~ w  public. 
utilities, hon. members vill  find that the City of 
London Corporation has Boards to run services,- 



Boards on uhich niembers of the public aft. cli~ecttp 
rel~reseuteil to lo& arter their iiltrlebt>. 11 tile 
m t u i b e ~ s  ol: a i ' u r ; l i ~  Ltilitieb lharcl sL~ci i  ds thls, 
are v iselj- ailcl 1 t~oper ly  chose11 i t  call opel  at^ ve:':; 
much to the benefit of thc public. I there lo~a  dgj7eo 
\ n t h  the reillarks of the hon. juilior i ~ ~ e ~ i ~ i ~ e r  fo1 
S t .  Philip, but i n  the last resort it lli L u l l  do\.. I .  

to the lrinti ol repl.esentation you l1,1t e 011 tL\  La ru .  
Certainly IP i t  is of the nature u1~ic.L i hasc seejx 
in  this CO~C)II,T- ill recent years. 1 consider that  tlijh 
half loaf \\iil be a ilttle ue~t6r  than no i o d  at 411; 
ant1 if you pet pclsonnel in  certain a i c a a  d p ~ ~ ~ , ; ~ i t ~ d  
to this B o a d .  it n ill be of no use a t  all. 

1 am fwrfll l  about having the e x p r l ~  rz t:112 
I3oarcl bring p l i d  fo r  by the public. ut1jitic.s them- 
tclvcs. I realiscl tha t  if the Governnlent bedr.\ th:+ 
Fspcnscs i t  may be said that the ~iicmberh 01 tlln 
33oartl are simpl?- ageiuts fo r  the (:oven~meni; but 
on the other hand, if the public has to b z i t ~  tllrw 
expeiises, it n 111 be said that  the members of t l : ~  
33oard are thr agents of the public. XT'hat you v a n t  
is  inlp;il~tiality ill the Boarcl. I do not agree u i t i ~  
certain proposals in  this Bill; you want a n  impartial 
Coard-a Board ~oinprised of irnpartii~l pwpie 1101 
dcpei~tlcnt upon the public ~itilities for th(si~. 
salaries. I f  the public utilities arc. paj-ing the, 
cqwnses of the Board and au appeal is lnntle 1~y 
the conearnt.rs of clrctrieita- that th r  rates charggi: 
w i ~  too 11ig11 anil the appeal is turned down, woi;lC 
not the public4 say that this is probably bevrnlw th,. 
Board ic paid out of the gross earnings of th- 
Electric ('oiupany and it would not likc to secJ the 
rates retluvrti too f a r !  1 s h o d d  like the> rupcnses 
to be paid in proportion to the gross cariiinps of 
thew pnhlic utility companies. l am in favou~. of 
having a vex?- thorolngh exaniination 1u@e of thit 
Bill because I do not like certain of its( proposals, 
I hope therefore t h a t  this Bill will be referred to :I 
Select ('olunlittee so that  all sn~gest ions  v-ill be 
carefully considered. 

A s  regards the (pestion of tr:tnsportatio11, 
n-bile it is trnc thak tha t  is con t~o l lc~ l  to :I certajn 
extent by th,, Government, the public know 1-eyy 
well m y  views about tha t  cont.rol and I do not mith- 
dram one iota about those r ie~vs.  Some hon. inem- 
her  mentioned about the rate5 which tlie D~revtor  
df lIighwayq all rl Tr:lnsport n arnetl wonlcl c * o n ~  
into effect in Ocdtober. I do riot Inlow if those 
ratc~s shoi~ld (win. iiito c-.ii'ect befort. th ty  ai-c ap- 
prowil :  or if t11i.y are not to be a p p r o ~ c d :  
but  how can ! on w t  1113 a Board like this to rngulai 2 
the rates of certain private c.ompanies beforc. rates 
can be ~+aisrd.  and at tlie w n e  time you allow this 
Department to raise the rates of prix-ate companies 
before the books are prewnted? You are  ~ a y i n q  
that  yon cannot raise the ratrc, hefore yon look a t  
the books and  yet the Directoy of Highways !)y1(1 
Transport says that  theiae is  to b. a I r ~ e l l i n g  'lip oL' 
certain rates. Thr  ~~~~~~est rates ;Ire to he raigci! ,to 
the highest. hilt the hipl~r,t rates ('annot be bronght 
ciown: I say that  the ra is i i~p of tllc I-atw shonld not 
ke allowed unless the boolcs ar.' ihspectccl. . If T 
sltand alone T nil1 ol,posc the po l~cy  of the Goveg-  
ment in this matter bcrance it is wrong. S ~ E L -  t i lw  
ago T wrote a letter to the Department and T asked 
i t  qn~s t ion  i n  this IIousr r r l a 4 i ~ e  to tht. l%tt3 alo1E 
the Rt. Thoinas route; it \ \a \  n r.uer;ftion of ha- ins 
:ill equitahlr rate for  the same :nileapc.. \T?im T 
aslird the l)irec.tor to level the yntes .the reply 1m.i 

that it was not done ho : but  the l(,\v rate., arc. 1)f l i l :g  
l'&ised and the G o ~ - ~ r m l e n t  is r e l t i n r  the b l ~ m c -  
not the Head of the Dc~partmrnt.  Thi. i i  ,l mittcr  
of saving peoplr from thc~slscl~c'.,. T (10 1.i;; (111;) 
to  my PaTty in  \pite o r  ~ h r  I'wct 'hat p(.,i>plf (111 i i ~ t  

Ihinl; so, and  I also do my du ty  t o  the people t h e p -  
s e l ~ ~ s .  I am i n  fa i  om of this Cill d t h o u g l ~ , . ~  l 
repeat, i t  is half a loaf, but  you have to see th-at. 
it 1s vwrlced properly o r  you will not h r ~ w  any loaf 
a1 all. I should like to have that p a t  uS the B111 
alterec!, w h c h  nl,:lLcs it F'ppear that thc ~ n ~ l n b c r s  of 
this Public Utilities Board will be tlli agents of 
i r ivate  colupanies : you cannot prt wilt  j~cwplr f'r.,!n 
sayiiig that the Board is carrying oil1  hat a 
con:pany wants. If that provision is i n  t!~e Cayadian 
legislation, there is no reason why  i t  shonld be in 
the Barba~los legi~latioa : T l m r  is ilotl~;rl? nmrt< 
;IT the ~ o v c i - n n ~ c ~ ~ t  payilrp the expenLies of th!s 
Eoard ;  we arc1 s a ~ i i l g  that you ~ , m a o t  c.hargc3 JV?L,!?- 
c\ er rates p i ,  lilo, :rul t h t ~ e f o r e  comck hetneen 
y o i ~  aild tlli. c.onsnmer. I do not think tllzt it shonltl 
bp allowed to be said that the  nvard  is acting in tj~c1 
jutcwst of private cnte~prise .  T think it noid6 b')e 
pennywise and po~niil foolish to hay that yr>u (h 
not agree with this Dill itnd do ~ ~ o t  sec fl~:st it  in 

mailc ~ ~ o r k a b l r  so long 8s you arc not really for  
I t~stionalisation. This Hill. T I: epeat, iiws no: 
preveut the Go\-erunient f i ~ m  1viitionalihiug thcw 
companies; it is not until the Secretn~l~r of State 
says you can h a w  nationalisntic~u t h a ~  p u  cau 
nationalise these companies. 

Mr. LEwIS : I should like to make a. cct~i- 
tribntion to this debate. This Bill is of special 
interest to me; when the question of tlie nationalisa- 
tiou of the Electric Colnpany a-a,$ discussed g tliis 
House on a n  Address brought forward by the then 
bon. senior member for  St .  Andwa-, I moved m 
rineudlnent which was eventually agreed to th? 
House. The idea of the amendmenta was to prevent 
the IIouse from being charged 11-it1.1 rnitlring s u  
invidious diet-inotion and a personal attack, io .to 
speak, on the Electric Company, and I gave the 
House the opportunity of expressing itself as being 
in  f a ~ ~ o u r  of the nationalisation of the _nubli. 
utilities in  this island. That Address was chlly pye- 
seirtecl to  the7E1ead of the Administration; I do not 
know if any reply was ever hent to the Hou%e, btrc 
I do know that  i t  h& been frequentily .said in this 
Iiouse by member& of the Executive that the Secre- 
tary of Statc for the Colonies was being cowulted 
as to our taking ovdr public utilities i n  this islant1. 
I haw not see11 or heard what the Secretar3- of Statc: 
for t h r  Colonirs ha, said in  connection .\\it11 tht: 
matter, b u t  we find that  this Bill has corn(> before 
us, and as hon nlem%ers have said quite rightly, .L 
is a backing dolrn o r  a back peddling from the Social- 
ist, policy of nationalisation. As to  vhcther  you still 
retain your deisirc to nationalise public utilities-it 
is doubtful whether you rrill want to do that  with 
a Bill of this sort on the Statute nook. The amcnd- 
nient to the Acldl.es9 to d i i c h  I h a w  referred was 
m ~ v e d  particularly to remore the  stigma of a pw- 
3onal aittack on the Electric Company; i t  \sac; troT7:~i 
particularly to give the Esccutive Cornmittcc th.  
)pportimity of tlccitlii~g ~ ~ h ( ~ t h e r  the public iltilitics 
n-ould be nntiomliscd onc after the c~thcr or w h a t  
wonltl he the policy nf nationall'sal ion, :tnd they 
had thr  assnrance tllilt the. House ~sonl t l  m l ~ ~  t11t. 
money for nationalising these pi~bl ic  utilities. q;n .c 
then there have been more members ill favoi11r of 
nationalisation in thi, TIonqe and thereforr T see no 
rcJaso1r why -\\-p should hack down from that policy. 
In the meantime we had the Gas ( ' o n i p a n ~ ~  men- 
tioned as being in  a n  almost derelict condition ancl 
1 understand that it was hintcd to a n ~ e ~ p h e r  .of the 
Government that i t  was po%sihle t a  buy tha t  Com- 
pany a t  that  timr I t  wai  said that the Gas 
Con~pany was not ir v t i n r  any coal for  the pnrpow 
3f mannfacturing &as, and the Government fail:d 
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to take the opyortuuity to nationalise the derelict con 

Y 
cern. From the t i ~ ~ e  1 It(~ard aboitt natural gas I hear1 
the honourable scnior 111embcr for St. doseph say tha 
i t  should b(: nationali\ed L haw come to the con 
clusion that the Gorer~lment ha5 abandol~ed i t  
policy of nationalising this Company and perttip! 
cheap gas for the people of this colony. 1 asked t h  
Iwnourable member for St.  Joseph about buying on 
the Gas Co. and he told me they had a franchise b; 
law and nothing could be cbue. I have bee1 
told that the Electric Company had a f ~ a n c h i s ~  
when the hon. senior member for St.  ?Joseph mac!( 
the statcmcnt about nationalising it in six month 
and what am I led to believe? We have reuferm 
matters to the Secretary of Stato :ind we have bee] 
playing into the hand9 of pcoplcl who will put off thes 
matters; we find that while the United I<ingdon 
would be willing to aid us in  the1 matter of thc 
nationalisation of public utilitiw i n  this volong 
the Colonial Development Chfrporation is comin: .. Out and nationalising some of oar  industries fol 
the benefit of the people in E:nglabd. These art 

: things which we have to watch. 
It is cexrtainly a c o m p h e n t  t o  the members 01 

the Opposition for the Government to adop 
the m e t h 4  wbic3h they have profoundecl a m  
we cannot say that  the^ did not bring forwarcl : 
proposal n d ~  as that which we have befor: 
us. At  r3ile time thrre was on t,he Order P a p e ~  
standing i n  the name of the honourable seniol 
~nembei. f o ~  the ('it?. all Atld~ess asking for the 
appointment of smcah Boards as the one & i c h  is 
provided for in  this Kill. and imdoubtedI> 
the ho~lourable member put that forward 
an alternative to nationalisation. Therefort 
we can pat ourselTes on thc back that W 
%ave adopted someth in:: f roln the Opposiifion- 
something which they hare propovd as an alterntk 
t'ive to a Socialist policy. \V(> h a w  imported intc 
this colony a Financial Mecretar>- ancl 1 would l i k ~  
to ask: \That information has he e'tdr given to 
this Government ? What infomlation or advice of 
a financial nature has the Financial Secretary ever 
given to this Ckwrnmmt 1 Tt is, that you can- 
nut nationalise. T 2m-e not heard about any- reply 
from the Secwtaq- of Statc 011 this qnestion of 
nationalisation, but T warii the Go~cvument not t~ 
take his advice bevause i t  is ob~io~xs  that Socialism 
in England is not for export; and while nationalisa- 
tion is in the ailr. thc Colonial Development Cor- 
pcration is taking ovrr some of onr c~xistino. induq- 
tries. 

1 think it is rtyi.ettablta that the "Objects and 
Kcasons" of this Bill did not state whence the Bill 
m T m  taken; if it had been stated that this Bill had 
been taken from legislation in  British Columbia 01 

Alberta some honourable members might haw beeu 
able to get advice as to the working of such a Bill. 
I t  is obvious that this Bill was copied from some- 
x-hew and i t  is n pit;- th;tt honont*ahle members merl 
not given the opportunity of getting some informa- 
tion about it. Other Bills have been introduced il l  

t h k  ITouc~ and it n r s  qtatccl the)- h a ~ c  been taken 
from legislation operating in  Trinidad or  the Uniteti 
Kingdom or  elsewhere. The public debt of this col- 

' *  ony is low. the Head of the Administration and 
others will tell you that our public debt is low; i f  
your public debt is the lowest in  the area and money 
is cheap, when are you going to nationalise? Are 
~ o u  going to wait until the Gas Company puts itself 
jn a position as the A-1 distributing Company in 
the world and then take i t  over? We have lost all 
opportunity because we have no foresight. Thesn 
Companies have engineered this Bill so that respon 

albility t u  the public nil1 be put on the shoulders 
ui' t lm f:oarcl; betor? long you will discover that a 
Gill of thls nature has got the Board involved. you 
cannot say what rates a company must charge ii 
you do not say what it must pay out in  wages: the , 

two things are inextricably bound up and you can- 
not tell me that that is not m. The moment the 
Union asks for any increase in wages, a company 
will say : " 1 must put  up  my rates." That is where 
this Board is going to run into difficulties: It will 
be blamed for ,all the thing6 that go wrong. 1: defy 
anybody to tell me otherwise; the Board m w t  regu- 
late wages as i t  regulates the rates. I n  the present 
law there is a provision that these companies can 
charge up to the nlaxirnuln rates and that is where 
they have b e c ~ ~  getting away with murder. 

I think that the members of this House should 
we that ~t is in the hands of the H e ~ d  of Adininistra- 
tion to choose the members of this Baard. We have 
g-iven up  many of the privileges which we had par- 
tlcularly in the appointment of Boards because W* 
;\-ere promised ministerial status; but our privilege 
]as gone, our power has gone and ministerial status 
has not yet c40me. li bchuvcls us to see that we retain 
iome autliority in  matters of this sort. The trans- 
wrt  system should be under thc control of this Board ; 
17 e are going to have an increase i n  fares and I am 
<lad to say that the City ie not included in that. If 
>wned in St. Michael you may not have to rdse  the 
Eares because what you lose in the round-aboun8 
t oase has been made out for  nationalisation, it ia 
111 rmpect of the bus service. If the buses were 
bou will get in the swings. If you have a public 
ransport system owned by the Government that is 
,he only way in which you can have cheap transport. 
Ss regar& the water supply. I am afraid that 
~ l t lough i t  is controlled by the Government, i t  has 
~ o t  been extended as it should have been. There 
las not been any foresight in conneotion with the 
>stension of the water supply and that  is why we 
ind ourselves in  the position in which we are today. 
' do not see that any harm can be done itf you give 
h& Board power to extend this service; i t  could 
beriew the whole system and advise the Government. 

I am voting againstt the second reading of this 
sill because I feel that I a m  in honour bound to  do 
o. I can only say that this Bill will definitely put  
lack nationalisation; it will take away the headaches 
c-hich the companies have and they will say; "Thc 
lovernment Board says I must charge you so much 
nd you can go and see the Board." And the Board 
night be satisfied v i th  the boo& that  a re  presented 
o it. Another point is this: if you are going to have 
cderation and you are going to finance a federal 
c*lwnle, I think it is time that  we make haste am? 
Pep the profits in rwpect of privaxely-owned public 
ltilities within the island. If we want federation 
re will have to pay an  admission fee, therefore let 
1s prevent money from going out of the colony. I f  
t mill pay people outside to operate a telephone or  
n electric service. it will pay people in  Barbdos  
o do it, and as soon as the rates are pushed up you 
ay that the service should be run  by  the Govern- 
wnt. The Government h a  been given an  assurmce 
f the House on this qnestion of nationalisation and 
hey have not told IN what they were told by the 
lerretary of State for the Colonierr. We have not 
ad any economic survey because the members of 
'le House will not let sombbody come and make it. 
)ne bonol~rphle member of this House q&d that 
:1.0Q0 vonld be too nv~eh money to pap for 
3meboily cominr: here alld makillg a11 eco- 



llolllic survey of tl&, c o h j  . \\'e have a slmll pnblic 
debt, a guaranteed preference and v e are tom trla. 
we can borrow money at  4:~. iutercht; l want to 1.11d\\ 

what better conditions are we ~ ~ a ~ t i n g  for brtore 
nationalise. The British G;overmlent started a llatlull 
alisation scheme and they had to back clov n U hell 
they lost the majority after an electiol~; but the 
position in this colony is diifereut. Even with the 
loss of a large nlajority the British Government vill 
persist in natio~lallsatioll but they nil1 not encovrage 
Barbados in  it. I am not going to make any m o t m ~  ; 
1 must say that 1 am surprised fo hear hov honour- 
able members speak against this Bill ancl do not make 
m y  motion for its rejection. 1 am not ~ilalii~lg all) 

motion because l may be placed in an awlmarcl posl 
tion ; bat this Bill is nlerelj shifting respollsihilit: 
to a Board appointed by the Head of the Atlniinis- 
tration. I n  his Speech from the Throne thc Ilwtl 
of the Administration endorsed the appoilitrtle~lt o L  
;. Public Utilities Board and i t  looks to ine as if I\ L 

are not men enough to stand up to the rebl)ol~sibillt\f 
of Socialism. It seems to me that we arc falterin;! 
llow that the time has come for  us to put into prnc. 
tice v-hat we have been preaching. 

Mr. MWI;ER : Like some of the previoas speax- 
ers l believe that this Bill will answer a crying need, 
but I accept it as a pale imitation of what Socialism 
is. This Bill is utterly an instrument of capitalism; 
it is a hindrance to the marc.11 of progress. The in- 
ventors of electricity had in mind that electricity 
was a prime necessity for the people but after 10C 
years electricity still remains the preserve of the few. 
T feel that this Bill is a sad mistake and a pale, cheap 
imitation of what Socialisnl means. T am thinking 
of 1937 when people were shot do~vn in the streets an11 
some of them were left to die like dogs. We climbed 
on the backs of people, we promised then1 nationalisn- 
tion of these public utilities if we were given a 
majority in this Eouse and here we have a mistakr 
-an agricultural Bill, an instrument of the rich. 
This Rill is intended to destroy the socialist  vie^ 
and not even the Prime Minister of England could 
satisfy me that that is not so. This Bill mill h a w  
effect on nationalisation; it will bring peace of mint1 
to those who oppose nationalisation. It is a farce 
and i t  is not in accordance with Socialist views. The 
writing happei~s to be on the wall; this Bill is somp- 
thing like the vampire which takes to night to take 
advantage of its victims, and T say i t  is wrong. It 
is a solace and peace of mind to those who want to 
continue to exploit the people ; it is in sharp contrast 
to the march of progress. Think of the many people 
who should benefit from electricity; to-day you have 
to go to the Manager of the Electric Company, take 
off your hat, form fours and salute so as to ask for 
an installation. We TT-ill tell you that it mill cost you 
$40 to get that installation when i t  should only cost 
you a fen dollars. Look at the honourable senior 
memnber for the City; he is smiling because he knows 
that this Rill is mockery. The suffering people are 
wondering if nationalisation ~vill ever come about. 
After hearing the Speech from the Throne, I am sur- 
prised to see that this Rill has been brought down by 
a Sorialist Government: I believe that the honourable 
Leader of the Hoase intends to do something for  the 
people; but i t  is wrong to bring down a Bill of this 
sort. There is no excuse about not having any money. 
immediately after the War  England, nationalibn 
thcl w r l  mines ~ i t h  dollars and ~ e n t ~ .  I repeat that 
this Rill is a mistake : it will grieve this Party which 
dewnw to suffer. The people want to go forward; 
we promised to do something for them and this Bill 
is a meaim of destroying that promise. This Bill will 
no do\\-11 in history as a micltalie; nationalisation is 
our only hope. There is nothing wrong about nation- 
alisation: when there was a Tory Government which 

kiwu of nothing but esploitation, they decided that, 
natcr should be placed in the hands of the people. 
i'o-day 11 c have ac~vanced and we h a ~ e  a Socialist Gov- V 

:rnment; lye have asked the peoplr i u  give ns a major- 
~ t y  allcl to-clay nationalisatloll happens to be a dream. 
Look at the quiet coruposure of the members of the 
Opposition; they are lauding the Government and 
praismg i t  to the skies. It s u t s  them to do that now 
that tlus Bill has been brought do%-n-a Bill which 
we oi thr Labour l'arty came to fight against. 1 am 
saying all thi5 with a deep feeling. you could pay 
h n n  svnw nlone? on a public utility a~icl pay the re- 
~llainiler ill 30 years : )-on ~ l o  not want to have all the 
mourj- at oncc.. To11 t~ave the Gas Coinpauy ; I hay' 
spent quite $a lot of t i ~ w  to shuv that peuplc conlcl get 
gas at a cheap rate ant1  low n-e h a ~ e  this Bill before us. 
1Vhe11 we talked about nationalisation in  this HOW?, 
mwh fear vent  into the hearts of the rich, but now 
we have a turuing of the tables. I laow what will , 
happen after what I have said to-night; I am not ' 

altogether foolish. I haye nothing to lose but my 8 
life. (Cheers). I an1 concerned about the people'h 
benefit. I want i t  to go on record that i t  is a real 1 
mistake for a Labo~lr Governmellt to bring dovn u 
Kill which is a cheap ililitatioii yf Socialism. 

Mr. GARNER : I am not going to say very 
much abont this Bill ; m~wh has been said against this 
Dill and T will begin by sajing that I, too, am dis- 
appointed about it. I am a Socialist by birth; I came 
into this House as a Sorialist and u p  to this day I 
retain 1113- views. The day on which I am not so in- 
clined, I will leave the House. I must say I feel that 
this Bill is only a palliative. This Bill is a com- 
prom is^ which true Socialists will never swallow. I 
know that my good friend on my inmediate left took 
yreat pride in seconding the motion for the second 
reading of this Bill; i t  was exactly what he clamoured 
for during the last election campaign. On  the other 
hand the members of the Labour Party and those of 
the Coiigress Party were almost unanimous i n  their 
qrogralnme for the nationalisation of the public ntili- 
 he^. I am , of a revolutionary naturr ; howewr 
T feel that i t  would br unfair to the honourable Lead- 
cr of thc ITonqe to put more \\-eight on him at  this 
honr. 

Mr. ADARIS : The lateness of the hour would 
have prevented me from saying anything a t  all but 
i t  is my duty to stick to the Rules of the House and 
not reply when the House goes into Committee in  the 
consideration of this Bill. It is rlly duty to reply 
now. I am going to reply in the only way suitable 
to the members of this Party who have seen fit, with- 
out the slightest prelinlinary warning, to attack the 
Govern~npt  as if i t  was most vicious, dishonest and 
treacherous; and to have dolie that after 1 made ~t 
clear that if the money was in the Treasury-if me 
did not have to provide for honsing, a Deep Water 
Harbour and an extension of the General Hospital 
-a Resolution would have been coming down to this 
Home for nationalisation and this Bill would not 
have seen the light of day. I do not think that the 
honourable senior member for St. George was doing 
more than repeating something which he wonld have , 
to get off his chest whatever the Bill before the House 
was. I cannot conceive of people belonging to a 
Party and purporting to support the  Government, 
making the type of speeches which they have made ,. 
after hearinp the Lcacler of the Gorernnient sa!- that 
the Government has not 'altered its views on the qnecl 
tion of nationalisation but that i t  is purely a matter o; 
S.. S. d. and if the oil gushes in good qnantities m 
will buy out these Companies. Honourable members 
have referred to what I said in Queen's Park that i l  
we are piyen power within six months we will nation- 
a l i w  thc Electric Conipany ; i t  is nip duty to forget 
tlltlir i l l f i ~ l ~ t i l ~  s p ~ c c l w ~  ~ i h i r h  r i l l  come back to them 
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to their regret-not mine. The honourable junior 
member for the City says that i t  should have been 
atated in the Bill that the legislation had been taken 
from British Columbia and he would have known; he 
kuo~vs that the members of this Party meet every 
Alonday uight, he refuses to come and ask questions 
but he gets up  in  the House and attacks the Govern- 
ment instead of coming around to me even to-day and 
aslung for information. Unfortunately the honour- 
able senior member for St. Ceorge has followed him 
down that track which is longer than they think. 
When they come to the end they will find that  that 
track is only a cul-de-sac; it wiviL1 not lead u p  any 
steps. 1 have served the people of this country for  
many years, using my judgment to the best of my 
ability; I will be infinitely more careful in  future in 
expending my energy in asking people to put this or 
that candidate in  the House of Assembly. (Nr. 
U R A ~ T R D  : A man reaps what he sows, you b o w )  $he 
honourable member may be right; I have pnt  a- great 
deal of confidence in  people and 1 am getting a hard 
kick from my friends. A Bill of this sort has paved 
the way to nationalisation in other countries of the 
world. This is no compromise; imagind the honour- 
able senior member for  St. John preferring to wait 
for 50 years for  nationalisation rather than control 
public utilities by this Bill to-day. Could you want 
more absurdity than that 7 I repeac that a. P ~ b l i c  .Utili- 
ties Bill has been proved to be the half way house 
to nationalisation in  other parts of the world. I 
have promised and I said i t  for the benefit of the 
companies that \re are not compromising; as soon as 
the money is forthcoming we are buying out these 
companit~s. It is the duty of the Government t o  let 
the companies' shareholders in  London know that. 
If honourable members had the slightest politicd 
decency and sense of loyalty to their Party would they 
not have come a i d  ask; '' \Tll~- have you not brought 
down a Bill for nat i~nalisat ion?~ I can ~urdcrstand 
the honourable junior member for St. l'hilij?; i~n t i l  
the d,ay of his death-I hope that it will be loug --he 
will be attacking me. I would feel that there is soms 
thing wrong if I did not hear an attack from him, and 
he has beell fa r  nd(1r.r tli~an thc mc.nii,erb of thi., Party 
who only had to stick to what they have promised to 
do-to discuss every Bill before coming to the House 
and ask questions about i t  before coming here. The 
honourable junior member for the City cannot help 
doing these things, but there is some hope for  the 
honourable senior member for St. George; that is why 
I said I regret that he is following the honourable 
jnnior member for the City. The honourable member 
has referred to the Speech froni the Throne; I told 
him I knew whai thet Speech would have been. 1 
discussed j t  as thc Speech affecting this island even 
although the views expressed in i t  were those of the 
Governor himself. I spent some hours and made it 
quite clear that the policy of the Government to set 
up a Public Utilities Board does not conflict with 
nationalisation. The honourable junior member for 
thc City has x habit of speaking as if he knows all 
and dares the Government to contradict him; he does 
not know that in nine cases O L I ~  of ten I do not give 
myself the trouble to contradict him, but I will do it 
on this occasion. The honourable member cannot 
agree with anybody on earth; he has by innuendo a t  
one time and d i r r c t l ~  at another time, said that the 

iu~unications between this Government and th? Secre- 
t a ry  of State for the Colonies. Never have we asked 
the Secretary of State for  the Colonies. whether we 
should nationalise or-not. The honourable member says 
that Socialism is not for export; the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies has never been asked about nationalis- 
ation; he has been told that we intend to nationalise. 
The collstitutional position in Barbados is such now 
that they do not dream to hint to ua what our poli8y 
should be. 

There are some things which entail the approval 
of the United Xingdom Treasury: none of the col- 
onies can borrow money without the approval of the 

nlted liingdom Treasury and we have to say for  
what reason we are borrowing money because ii 
we become bankrupt they have to repay the money. 

a 

That information could have been obtained from 
the Opposition or anybody else. We have asked: Can 
we float a loan for  the Deep Water Harbour, for the 
Ten Year Development Plan and also for  the pur- 
pose of buying out these CompaniesB and the answer 
IS: "We 5.10 not think that the United Kingdom Treas- 
ury ~vil l  give you permission to raise a loan for  all 
these purposes. You have to consider the financial 
position of 13arbados." We have said that we will not 
come clown for any fresh capital expenditure unless 
we have made our fiscal swvey. We want to unloek 
the h w d  hearts of the United Kingdom 
Treasury for they are hard. All that inf'ormation I 
1 am gil-ing to the honourable junior member 
for St. Philip; I repeat that money would 
have to be raised with the permission of the 
lrnited Kingdom Treasury. I am supposed to have 
said that the Gas Company has a franchise and that 
is why mr could do nothing about it, but that  is not 
trne; docmnent after document will show that as  far 
as that Company is concerned I have been pressing 
since 1945- for samething to be done about it. I have 
told tlw House that the sum to be paid to the 
person for going into the matter p l ~ s  the cost 
of hi5 passage would proably be what the Gas 
Cornpang would cost. Then came the question of 
nationalising oil and it was decided that we should 
go into the whole question. The question of the 
Electric Company increasing their rates after the 
Barbados Workers' Union got an  increase for 
the workers, made us realise that  if we have not got 
the money to buy out this Company, we must a t  least 
control the Company and when they say that they 
c4annot afford to do anything we must know whether 
that is trne or not. When we have a Public Utilities 
Board, the Board can compel these companies to 
produce doc~msnts  in  their possession and we wilI 
know everything possible about these companies, if 
today we came with a Resolution to buy the Electric 
Company we would be buying a pig in  a poke; but 
with a Public Utilities Board we would know every- 
thing that we have a right to know about these com- 
panies. Today these companies can say: "We can- 
not reduce the rates because our expenses are so 
much; but as soon as this Bill is passed, there is 
nothing under the s m  connected with these Com- 
panies that we will not know. Suppose we even had 
the monev todav to buy these Companies; 'would it 
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vilzced that i t  is not vorth anything \\e will want ZG 

establish o1.r own coixerii which will force out the 
present Company. Satural  gas is nationalised and the 
\i.ells are ours as much as the oil. 

I an1 sorry that 1 have spoken at  such length, 
but i t  is my duty as. Leader of the Government to 
refute the allegation that ,we axe traitors to the coun- 
t ry  and that the. Secretary of State for the Colonies 
has put  something to us. We say that if we do not 
have the money to buy out these companies, we should 
stop them from increasing their rates. We had a few 
C'anadian gentlemen in this colony besi;les Nr.  Tanner 
and we saw at  once that it was this Canadian legisla- 
tion that we needed and we have come down to the 
House with this Bill. I waat to say in conclusion that 
if those honorrable members who were elected to 
support this Government choose to stand on their 
feetr today and accuse tht. Government of being trait- 
ors to the co~intry, WP now h o w  who our friends 
are. We are not afraid of a trial of qtrength; and 
in future this Govcr~~inent is going to ~ F X  w r y  careful 
with whom me associate. 

The question that this Gill be now read a second 
time was put and resolved i n  the affirmative, the fol- 
lowing division being taken :- 

Ayes: DR. CUMMINS. Messrs. SMITH, NILLER, 
M-IPP, BR~AN,  COX, ADAMS, >~OTTIIEY, GIRNER, GILL, 
GODDARD, WARD and WILKIYFOX-13. 

Noes: Messrs. ALLDER, TJEWIS and CRAWFOR~)--~. 

3lr. ,%DAMS: Xr. Speaker,-The suggestion has 
o e m  matlc that this Sill be referred to a Select Com- 
uittev and I must agree n-ith that suggestion. I there- 
twe beg to rllore that this Gill be relerrccl to a select 
Committee. 

l?].. C1I71113LIXS: l beg to second that. 
Xr.  SPEAKER: The question is that this Bill 

be referreil to a Select Colnnlittee. IIonourable mem- 
bers in  favour of that will please say "Aye," those 
against will please say "Xo." I think the "Ayes" 
have it. Subject to the approval of the House, I ap- 
point the follou-ing Ilonourable nieniber.; to serve 011 

that Selcct Con1:nittee -- The honourable senior 
membn, for. St. Sowph (Mr. ADAXS), thc hon- 
mlrahle senior member for St. Thomas (Dr. CUM- K: 
x r v s ) ,  the honourable j ~ n i o r  meinber for St. J a m s  t ! 

', ,; 1 (31~ .  WILKTSSOY), the honourable junior member , v ,  
for St. Plliiip (Mr. CRAWFORD), the honourable senior 8 2 
memher for the City (Mr. MOTTLEY) and the honour- ,+ ' 
able junior member for St. Michael (Xr.  BRYAN). 

THE ADJOr'RNMEXT 

Jlr. IlDAMS : The Order Paper will remain as  
it is at present. T bep to move that this Hounc do now 
acljonrn to this (lay wwk. tlte 29th day of Angust, . 
1950, at R pm.  4s 

Dr. CUMM~NS seconded the motion which was 
%reed to and Nr .  SPEAKER adjourned the House ac- 
cordingly . 




