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House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION

1950—51

1

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 22nd Aujust, 1950.
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem.
bly met at 12 o’clock noon on the abovementioned
date.

PrESENT :

His Honour Mr. K. N, R. Hussaxps (Speaker),
His Honour Mr. A. E, 8. Lewis (Deputy Speaker),
Mr. L. E. Surrg (Chairman of Committees), Dr.
H. G. CummiNs, Messrs. D. A, FosTER, F. E. MILLER,
M. E. Cox, T. O. Brvax, J. E. T. BRANCEER, ¥. (.
Govbarp, J. H. WiLgiNsoN, O.B.E.,, W. W. RuuCE,
KO, O. T. Aurper, R. G. Marp, and . H. Apaus,
B. ‘

A.

Prayers are read.
MINUTES.

The Minutes of the neeting which was held on
the 1st. August, 1950, having been circulated are
taken as read and confirmed.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—I have the honour
te present a Message from His Excellency the Gov-
ernor as follows :—

Messace No. 24/1950

His Ezcellency The Governor
To
The Honowrable The House of Assembly
His Excellency the Governor has the honour to
inform the Honourable the House of Assembly that
he i8 in communication with the Right Honourable

L -the Seecretary of State for the Colonles with regard

i to the filling of the vacant post of Assistant Medical

‘Superintendent, Mental Hospital. BExtreme difficul-
ty has been experienced, since the creation of a

~gecond post of Agssistant Medieal Superintendent in
- April, 1944, in securing the services of a substantive
holder of the office and, in fact, the Government has |

‘been compelled so far to resort to a series of acting
appointments. The Secretary of State adviges that
the services of a medical officer of excellent profes-

. ‘sional capability and character may be obtained on

.agreement for three years, provided return passages
not exceeding $960 are made available,

2. His Excellency will be glad to learn as early
as is possible whether the Honourable House will
agree to the (Govermment accepting the econdition
veferred to, in which ease the sanction of the Legis-
lature for the expenditure will be sought in the usual
manner. \

L., SAVAGE,
v Governor.
Government House,
Barbados.
18th Aungust, 1950.

PAPERS LAID

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,— I have the hon~
our to lay on the table of the House the following
Papers :— '

The Civil Hstablishment (General) (Amend-
ment) No. 7 Qrder, 1950,

The Civil Establishment (Teachers) (Amend-
ment) No, 2 Order, 1950.

The Pensions (Peusionable Offices) (Amend-
ment) No. 5 Order, 1950,

The Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic (Amend-
ment) Regulations 1950, No. 2.

Statement of the sums of money paid over to
the Colonial Treasurer by the Commissioner of
Police during the quarter ended 30th June, 1950.

Annual Report of the Department of Labour
for the year 1949,

PETITION

Mr. REECE: Mr. Speaker,—I have the hon-
our to present a petition from the Vestry of the Par-
ish of Christ Chureh praying the House to pass a
Bill to amend the Christ Chureh Parish Ioan Aect,
1948,  The petition is respectfully worded and I
ask that it be taken as read.

The petition is taken as read.

Messrs, (GARNER, CRAWFORD,
enter the House and take their seats.

and MoTTLEY

NOTICES

Government Notices are given as follows :—

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to approve the Order
entitled ‘“The Civil HEstablishment (General)
(Amendment) No. 7 Order, 1950,”” made by the Gov-
ernor-in-Execcutive Committee on the 21st day of
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‘August, 1950, under the provisions of section 3 of
the Civil Establishment Aect, 1949.

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to approve the Order
entitled ‘‘The Civil Establishment (Teachers) No
2 Order, 1950,”’ made by the Governor-in-Executive
Committee on the 21st day of August, 1950, under
the provisions of seetion 3 of the Civil Estabhshment
Act, 1949,

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum of
$6,360 at the disposal of the Governor-in- Executive
Committee to supplement the BEstimates 1950-51,
Part I, Current, as shown in the Supplementary
Estlmates 195(}-51 No. 18, which form the Schedule
to this Resolution,

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to approve the Order
entitled ““The Pensions (Pensionable Offices)
{Amendment) No. 5 Order, 1950,”’ made by the Gov-
ernor on the 21st day of August, 1950, under the
provisions of section 2 (1) (a) of the Pensions Act,
1947.

Mr. COX: (On behalf of Mr. F. .. Warcorr).
Resolution to approve fhe Regulations entitled ‘“The
Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic (Amendment) Reg-
ulations, 1950,”” No. 2, made by the Direetor of
Highways and Transport on the 21st day of August.
1950, under seetion 7 of the Motor Vehicles and Road
Traffic Act, 1937 (1937-16), as amended by sections
41 and 42 of the Department of Highways and
Trausport Act, 1945 (1945-12), and approved and
sanctioned by His Execellency the Governor on the
22nd day of August, 1950.

Mr. ADAMS: Bill to amend the Colomal Treas-
arer’s Act, 1891.

Mr. ADAMS: Bill intituled An Act to confer
upon the consular officers of foreign states with
which consular conventions are concluded by His
Majesty certain powers relating to the administration
of, the estates and property of deceased persons; to
restrict the powers of members of the Police Force
and other persons to enter the consular offices of
such States; to amend the Merchant Shipping Act
1898 ; to eonfer immunities and privileges on consular
officers and employees of such foreign States and
for purposes connected with the matters aforesaid.

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the
House into Committee of Supply at the next meeting
to. consider the money Resolution of which I have
just given notice,

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to ask the
" leave of the House to pass later in the day a Mess-
age to His Excellency the Governor relating to the
Ofﬁ(]al Reporter of the Honourable the Legislatjve
Couneil.

Other Notices are as follows:

Mr. REECE: Bill to amend the Christ Church
Parish Loan Act, 1948.

Mr. SMITH : Of the following Address :—-

The House of Assembly
To
His Edcellency the Governor

The House of Assembly beg to draw to the
attention of His Excellency the.Governor the fact
that in certain instances labourers who are in vo-
ceipt of assistance from the Labour Welfare Fund
have built or are building houses which lack proper
ganitary conveniences.

The House of Assembly are of the opinion that
Government should also include proper latrine facil-

ities in its housing programme carried out under the
Labour Welfare Fund.

QUESTIONS

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the senivr
raember of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of this House :—

Whether attention of Government has beew
drawn to a statement published in the local Press
to the effect that, as from 1st October, 1950, an in-
crease of motor omnibus fares in the country dis-
tricts of this island has been sanctioned by Depart-
ment of Highways and Traunsport?

2. If the abovementioned statement is accurate,
is Government aware of widespread dissatisfaction
ereated in rural areas by such publication?

3. Has Government sanctioned an increase in:
such motor omnibus fares?

4. If the answer to question 3 (above), is in
the affirmative, will (Government give the matter
very urgent and careful reconmdera,tlon having Te-
gard to widespread penury and unemployment exist-
ing at the present time in country districts of this
colony ?

Mr. MAPP: To enquire of the senior membor
of the Hxecutive Committee present at the mnext
meeting of the House of Assembly —

1. Is the Government in agreement with the
terms of a letter No. 1315 Vol. 11/68 dated Novem~
ber 15th, 1944 and signed by Mr. P. . Campbeh,.
Acting Colonial Secretary, in reply to a petition
dated October 9th, 1944 from the senior Non-Com
missioned Officers of the local Police Foree, in which
it was stated that the Governor had no objection to
the formation of a Police Association?

2. Will the Government state what stage if any
has been reached in the formation of such an Asso~
ciation? ,

Mr, SMITH: To enquire of the semior mem-
ber of the Execntive Committee present at the mext
meeting of the House of Assembly — . %

1. Whether Government is aware of the un-
satisfactory condition of rice arriving in this Island
from British Guiana and styled ‘‘No. 1 Rice?”’

2. If the answer to the above is in the affirma-
tive, will Government take immediate steps to inform
the appropmate authorities in British Guiana of the
existence of dissatisfaction in Barbados at the pOor
quality of such rice with a view to effecting an im-
provement ?

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the- senior
member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of the House of Assembly :—

Whether Government wwill give favourable con-
sideration to communicating with other British Car-
ibbean Governments with a view to the determina-
tion of a date for a National Holiday throughout the
Area in honour of the return to the B.W.I. of the
1950 members of the West Indies Cricket Team!?

2. In the event of such a Holiday being decided
upon, will the local Government see to it that ‘ail
government employees (including labourers of the

Departments of Highways and Transport, and Pyb-~

lic Works) be paid their full pay for that date?

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the semior
member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of this House:—

1. Whether Government is aware of the great
popularity of the Public Library service in Pie
Corner, St, Lucy?

2. Will Government take steps to establish =
branch of the Public Library in this area as soon a°
possible in order to cope with the demand in that
District for library facilities?

B T i
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BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Mr. REECE, seconded by Mr.

‘Gopbarp, a Bil} to amend the Christ Church Parish

Livan Aet, 1948, is read a first time.

- On the motion of Mr. Apaus, seconded by Dr.
Comming, a Bill to amend the Celontal Treasures™s
Aect, 1891, is read a fivst time.

On the motion of Mr. Apaus, seconded by Dr.

 Comwmixns, a Bill intituled an Act to confer upen
.consular ofﬁeem of foreign States with which consu-

lar conventions are ondudcd by His Majesty, cer
tain powers relating to the administration of Uf

-estates and property of deceased persons; to restrict
the powers of members of the Police Force and other |-

persons to enter the consular offices of such States;
to amend the Merchant Shipping Act 1893; to cor-
fer immunities and privileges on consular officers and
emnplovees of such foreigm States and for purposes

-eonnected with the matters aforesaid is read a firat

time.

‘MR, SPEAKER’S RULING RE VESTRY QUAL-

IFICATION BILL AND JURORS
(AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: I have been asked by the
Leader of the House to give a ruling on my opinion

-as to whether he can proceed with the present Ves-

tries Bill and the Jurors Bill now on the Order
Paper,

After some consideration I wish to state that
there is precedence in this House which justifies the

‘honourable member to proceed with these Bills at
.once if he so desires.

ADDRESS RE FURTHER
-OFFICIAL

~ LEAVE TO THE
REPORT OF. THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL ,

Mr. ADAMS: DMr. Speaker, — In accordance
with the wWtice which I gave earlier to-day I am ask-
ing leave to move the passing of an Address to His
Excellency the Governor relating to the granting of
further leave to the Official Reporter of’ the Lems
lative Couneil, .

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber is granted leave ‘to proceced.

Mr. ADAMS: S8ir—The Debates Committee
has decided that Mr. C. B, Rock should be grantel
a further month’s leave and considers that it would
be extremely difficult and embarrassing for the Other
Place to hold its meetings without an Official Report-

“er. The Committee, therefore recommends that a

further month’s leave be <~1anted to Mr. Rock and 1t
has engaged the services of a Reporter to help Mr.
Rock who, T am told, is still doing a certain amouut
of the WOI‘k but is unable to do all of it in his pres-
This Address is asking HIS
Bxeelleney the Governor to send down a Resolut;

“to pay the Reporter who is assisting Mr. Rock. Tm

Address read as follows:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency the Governor

-The House of Assembly respectfully beg 10
draw to Your Excellency’s attention that the De.

“bates Committee has found it advisable to grant Mr.

C. B. Rock, Official Reporter of the Legislative Coun-

-eil, one further month’s leave from the 15th Aucmet
'1990 The Committee has engaged the services ol

a suitable Reporter to assist Mr. Rock for this period
and suggests that a salary of $80 be paid him, ;

The Iouse of Assembly respectfully request
Your Excellency to send down the necessary legisla-
tion to give effect to the proposals of the Debates
¢ omnntfee

i beg to move that this Addfess do now pass.

Dr. LD\L\LINS I beg to second that.

The question that this Address do now pass. is
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Mr. SPEAKER: I will ask the senior mem-
ber for St, Joseph to present the Address to HL@
Excellency the Governor.

Mr. ADAMS: As Your Honour pleases.

MR. LEWIS CORRECTS A STATEMENT oOF
ME. ADAMS

Mr. LEWIS:  Before Your Honour plOLCedb
to call the Orders of the Day 1 ask your permission
to correct g statement made by the senior member
for St ]osqn some weeks ago in this I{ouse and
ruade use of in the editorial of the Barbados Recorder
of last Saturday’s date. I would like to state that the
(General Board of Health has nothing whatever to do
with the fixing of the price of Idlld that iy divided
into lots for sd]e

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order.stands m
the name of the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph, — To move the House into Committee i -
Supply to consider the grant of sums of money for -
the service of the Government.

On the motion of Mr. Avams, seconded by Mr.
Cox, Mr. Spraxegr leaves the Chair and the House
goes into Commltme of Supplv Mr. Syrra being in -
the Chair. -

Mr. ADA,ME) Mr. Chairman,—~The frst Reso-
lution is for the sum of $25,816 to supplement Part
I, of the Hstimates, Head XX, Bducation by $6,660
and Head XXV, Public Works Department by
$19,150. The sum of $6,666 is being asked for fov
Repairs to Providence Boys’ School, $2,400 for Re-
pairs to Christ Chureh Boys’ Foundation School and
$16,750 for Repairs to the breakwater at ‘‘Prineess
Alice’” Playing IField. The most important of these
items is mew expenditure—the necessary repairs io
the *‘Princess Alice’” Playing Field. The “Princess _
Alice”” Playing Field is only a geographical exprgs’
sion. The breakwater happens unfortunately to be -
associated with this now notorious spot, and inas-
much as 1 have made that statement I will deal
with the repairs to the breakwater first. Ag hon-
ourable members will see, the addendum to the:

Resolution  states — ‘“The  breakwater at the:
‘Princess  Aliee’ Playing Field has collapsed
in two places and ig in  urgent need of
repairs. There is a section behind the recentlly

erected pavilion which has lost a quantity of the
bedlocks thereby causing erosion. In time this may
affect the foundation of the building. As it is likeiy
that heavy seas during the hurricane months will ‘
cause further damage to the breakw‘ater, it is pro-
posed to effect the necessary repairs immediately.
These will entail the building of an outer proteetmn
for the wall and filling in the eroded portions with
old stone blocks and scrap metal to form a binder
for material which will be used as a filler; this filling
material will be supplied by the Vestry of St. Mich-
acl as soon as the outer wall has been rvebuilt. The
Colonial Engineer estimates that the work will cost
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approximately $16,750.””  If honourable mewbers
want the figures 1 will give them.

This is the Colonial Engineer’s estimate:—
‘Clearing and rebuilding two
breaches in retaining wall—
223 ft. plus 172 ft. long by
. § 9480.00

Placing  concrete in  bags—
9,480 c.ft. at $1.00, moy-
ing old C. 1. from reef grounds,
providing for care of refil § 450.00

Providing and packing stone for
half back £ill—226 loads
boulders @ $10 .. 2,260.00

Reclaiming stone from sea and
providing and placing outer

protection to wall .. 3,000.00

$15,220.00
109% contingencies.. 1,320.00
$16,740.00
say, $ 16,750.

So much for the breakwater. As vegards the
Christ Church Foundation Boys’ School, honourable
members will see that the addendum states — ‘‘Pend-.
ing a review of the general school building pro-
gramme and a decision on the proposal to build a
combined school to replace the Christ Church
Foundation Poys’ wand Girls’ Schools, for which
token provision has been included in the Capital
Bstimates of 1950-51, there are urgent repairs which
anust be done to the Boys’ School before the next
term 'begins towards the end of September. No
major repairs are contemplated and it is estimated
ghat the provision of $2,400 will be sufficient to make {
the school watertight until a decision has been reached )
on the proposal to build a new school.
be undertaken by the Colonial Engiueer.”” If hon-.
ourable membets need any further details I will give
them. 1 must say, however, this: The Governing
Body has written the Government mentioning a.
much larger sum which apparently was thought
necessary by private enterprise to do these repairs.
The Governing Body, however, after the Colonial
Engineer made his estimate was in absolute agree-
ment that the Colonial Engineer should see wafter
affecting these vepairs at the sum he mentioned. The
Government’s attitude was that this money wonld be
wasted if we are going to build a combined school
later on but owing to the present weather conditions
it i essential that the school should be made at least
watertight and it is thought that the sum of $2,.400
will be enough for the purpose. The 6,666, the two
honourable members for Christ Church will be
pleased to hear. is for repairs to Provideuce Boys’
School. The Governor-in-Executive was informed
two months ago about the required repairs and the
proposed extension of this school and I will give hon-
ourable members the details. They are as follows:—

Repairs, including taking down
and rebuilding east wall. remov-
ing and replacing roof and ceil-
ing, renewing worm-eaten timber,
copper gutters, down pipes. and
repairing and replacing all old
walls .. $3,060.00

The work will ¢ has been abandoned or not.

Extension—FProviding annex of 600
square feet floor space at west
end of building . $3,000,00
$ 6,060.00
606.00

10 per cent. contingencies ..

$ 6,666.00

This building is the property of the Methodist
Church, so the Director of Education and the
Colonial Engineer got together and diseussed
this matter with the Methodist School Board of
Managers. A much larger sum was thought

| Education and the Colonial Engineer got together

and discussed this matter with the Methodist School
Board of Managers. A much larger sum was thought
of at first but after the discussion, it was agreed be-
tween them what should be done and the

Colonial Engineer has now submitted a revised es- -

timate for the repairs. The repairs are not part of
the Edudation Board’s ordinary programuwe for
1950-51 and it for that reason that we have to come
with a supplementary Resolution. T am sure that
the junior member for Christ Church with his usual
gracionsness will compliment the Government on
heing so ready to come to the aid of a school in the
parish of Ohrist Church. I beg to move that this
Resolution do now pass.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

Mr. Dowping eutered the House while
Apams was speaking and took hig seat.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman,— [ am uot a
member of the Governing Body of the Christ Church
Boys’ Foundation School but on their behalf 1
extend an invitation to every member of this House
and of the Government in particular to visit the school
and see the conditions for themselves. Last year we:
voted a sum of money for the building of a combined
school and I certainly thought that by now opera-
tious would have been commenced. Memlwrs of the
Governing Body are wondering whether tPt scheme
T understand that such a
mess lias been made in the building of other schools
that the whole building programme in respect of
schools has been shut down and that the Govermment
has to start all over again. I regret that that has
happened because it only throws the Foundation
Sehools away baek and both of these schools are work-
ing under horrible conditions; they are both over-
cerowded. The Governing Body has to rent a build-
ing nearby to accommodate the overflow from the
Girls’ School. The wonder is how the staff and the
children manage to work in the Boys’ School. 1
would like to know that some progress is made in the
very mear future with respect to this new school
which is to he erected in Christ Church. Ag I have
said on a previous occasion, Christ Church is the
second largest parish of this istand and is thickly
populated. Time and again it has been said
in thig House that there should be secondary schools
in other parts of the island, partienlarly in the par-
ish of St. Philip, but let us put those which we have
at present in proper shape and extend their accom-
nmodation and then we can see whether we nced the
other secondary schools in the other parishes which
arc often mentioned. The Christ Church Foundation
Boys’ School has done good work in this island and I
am sure that with proper buildings and staff it would
continue to progress and probably one of these days
produce a Barbados Scholar. As regards the Provi-
dence Bovys® School T am ¢lad that this Resolution
has heen sent down because the condition of that

M.




school is very damgerous. I visited the school re-
cently and that wall of which the senior member tor
St. Joseph gpoke 1s bulging very dangerousty and
1 hate to tlunk that the eluldren would have to go
back to that school next term in its present condition,
1 shounld like the honourable member to tell us if there
is any likelihood of the building of the new combined
school being started in the very near future becausc
information as to the Government’s intention and as
to how soon building operations will be started, will
certainly ease the minds of the people in Christ
Church and the adjoining parishes.

Mr, REECE: Mr. Chairman,—I, like the senior
meraber for Christ Church, am pleased to know that
something is about to be done to the Providence Boys’
School and the Christ Church Foundation Boys’
School in Christ Church. Sometime ago I attended
divine service (Laughter) in the company of the
senior member for Christ Chureh at Providence
Chuech.  After the Service I wag taken over to the
school by the Minister and really, Sir, it was in a
deplorable condition. It was at that time in a dan-
gerous condition and not fit to be used ag a school
where people’s children had to go daily and receive
tuition. It was really deplorable to think that
children had to attend that school and that while they
weve there, they were in constant danger of the wall
collapsing and perhaps causing some of them to lose
their lives.  Another thing that was brought to my
attention  was that the school is expanding; the
pupils are increasing in number. The headmaster
who is u most enthusiastic person and a great friend
of the senior member for St. Joseph is certainly doing
an excellent job with the vesult that the attendance
ig going up and up. Not only is it absolutely neces-
sary to make the building safe but further accommo-
dation is needed and T am elad to see  that in this
tesolution it is proposed to provide an annex of 600
sq. ft. of floor space to give the necessary additional
accommodation. But I am wondering whether that
is enough. This school 1y expanding;
who are accommodated in the school are ¢rammec
into a lmited space, and T, for one, feel that this
additional 600 sq. ft. of floor space would just ac-
commodate the number of children who to-day are
attending the school. I think that the Government,
when bringing thiy Resolution to the House, should
have had the figures, should have borne in mind the
fact that the school ix expanding and should have
brought in a Resolution for a much larger sum of
money to provide more than 600 sq. ft. of additional
floor space at this school. Ilowever, Sir, it i3 erati-
fying to know that something is being done and T
hope that the work will be completed during the long
vacation, so that when the school iy  re-opened it
would be in a safe condition and the children sould

be better accommodated. With regard to the
. Foundation Boxs’ School, T am pleased that the
amount is only $2,400 because T am entirely in

agreement with the idea that the building hag to
be pulled down and scrapped. Tt is not a fit and
proper building in which children shonld be taught.
Tt is a building which has been extended from time
to time with the result that it is a patchwork build-
ing and not at all suited for a school. That school
serves such an important purpose in the educational
system of this Country that the dayv cannot be longer
delaved when the scheme of which the senior member
for St. Joseph spoke is brought forward for consid-
eration. Whether the two schools should be com-
bined into one school for girly and boys or whether
there should be two separate schools on separate
sites Is a matter for decision by the Government,

the ehildren |
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but the fact remains that something has gui to be
done becaunse no matter how you extend that school
it is 1mpossible to get the best results from thg chii-
dren who go there. It must be most disheartening
to the Headmaster and his staff to have to teach
children under the conditions that obtain at the
Foundation Boys’ School. We have extended
Harrison College and Queen’s College and have
built a new Combermere School. In my opinion
we have been concentrating on the First and Second
Grade Schools in the parish of St. Michael and the
time has come when proper secondary schools should
be built in the other parishes which the children in
the country could attend without having to take the
long journey to the schools in Bridgetown. Now,
the Christ Church Foundation Schools have estab-
lished for themselves a good reputation in the educa-
tional system of Barbados. We find children attend-
ing those schools who do not come merely from the
parish of Christ Church but from the adjoining
parishes. T have known children from Black Roek
in the parish of St. Michael to attend those schools;
so that, I repeat, that thess schools have established
themselves as good sources ¢f education. Tt is my
humble view that it would be better to develop,
enlarge and improve these two schools—having
regard to the fact that they have established them-
selves in the minds of the public as good institu-
tions—it is better to have these two schools properly
staffed to serve the needs of the adjoining parishes
than to erect schools of a similar type in the parish
of 8St. Michael (Mr. Crawford: Shame). 1 know
that the honourable member is thinking of the parish
of St. Philip. He is an ambitious representative of
that parish; but St. Philip will always remain mere
St. Philip whereas Christ Church has already estab-
lished itself as an eduecational centre. The Christ

i Church Foundation Schools, 1 repeat, have created

for themselves good reputations as seats of learning
in spite of the numerous handicaps-—bad buildings
and inadequate staffs—with the result that bus
services are run regularly to those schools from the
cutlying parishes and I repeat that it is my view
that the Government would be wise if it would en-
large those two schools and give them proper staffs,
and so relieve the pressure which is to-day being
felt at Combermere School, Harrison College, and
other schools situated in the parish of St. Michael.
I am supporting this Resolution. I know that my
remarks have not fallen on deaf ears, so far as the
senior member for St. Joseph is concerned beeause 1
know that if there is anything upon which he is keen
it is Education. T know that he sees the foree of
the argument which I have put forward. I do hope
that when we come here next February to consider
the Estimates the Government will have made its
decision in the matter. These matters, I know, in-
volve the question of finance. T realize that no Gov-
ernment can go ahead and get on with a scheme
until it has considered the finaneial implication
involved. Tt has to raise the money to spend and
do all sorts of things, not only in connection with
schools but in respect of other matters that come
before it and which call for the expenditure of money.
All of those things have to be considered but this is
a most important phase of the educational system
of this island. The money has to be spent at some
time or other. Whether it should be raised by loan
or taken out of Current Revenue is a matter for the
decision of the Government but the money has got
to be spent on these schools because they are schools
to which children from the other parishes go; they
arc well established in the minds of the people and
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the people are sending their children to them. 1F
that is so, the matter has got to be faced. DBut as
I have said it is a question of £. s. d. 1 have no
doubt at all that if the money had been fortheoming
something would have been already done to the
schools because I know that it is some counsiderable
time since plans and specifications have been wade
and submitted to the Government, But it is a yues-
tion of money. The importance of these schools is
very great. These are really schools which cater to
the people with a little money ; they take the child-
ren from the elementary schools; they are the
schools to which the artisans and the peasantry of
Christ Church and neighbouring parvishes can hardiy
afford to send their children. Big schools properly
staffed are going to cost money and I know that the
people who send their children to these schools are
not in a position to pay big fees; the people whom
these schools serve are people of the non-moneved
class. In my opinion education at the second grade
schools should be cheap. so that the people in the
Iower brackets could be ensured of a proper nduca-
tion for their children. Tt all comes bhack to the
guestion of money buf the money has to he found
because this is a matter which has to be faced. Some
day the Christ Church Foundation Schools for hoys
and girls must be extended, so as to be able te perform
and discharge a duty to the community, — the duty
of educating the children of the small-moneyed in-
habitants of this colony.

Messrs Warp and Brrarnn entered the House
while Mr. REECE was speaking and took their seats.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman—1 am glad to
see the (fovernment taking the step to put thesc
school buildings in proper repair but 1 am deeply
disappointed at mot seeing any provision made in
this Resolution for repairing St. Margaret’s School.
I asked some questions relative to the con-
dition of that school long enough for the Govern-
ment to have taken notice of it. Its condition is
definitely bad and I feel that it would be very em-
barrassing if” some of the children and the staft fell
through the floor or fractured their legs while going
up the stairway which is definitely moth eaten and
weak. I do mnot think that the cost of the repairs is
above that which the Government could really afford
at the moment. T am wondering, Sir, if it is for-
getfulness on its part or whether it is letharey
consequent upon the failure of anybody responsible
to the Government to see the school in its present
condition which is definitely deplorable. There is
another question and it is in connection with the
erection of these new school buildings. If you went
to the Westbury Girls’ School you will easily observe
that it is more like a sugar bond than a place for
accommodating hundreds of children in a hot climate
such as we have in Barbados. The windows are tee
narrow and the school definitely does not ecater to the

better health of those who have to oceupy it. Those
whe construet these buildings should be instrue-
ted. to provide better ventilation in them. Tt has

been recommended by the Iealth Authorities that
children should even be taught in the open air under
trees and shades at certain times of the day, and in
spite of such recommendations you still see school
buildings ¢oing up in this island with small windows,
narrow doors and inadequate ventilation. I am
hoping, Mr. Chairman, that if it was a mistake in
:Eorgettmg the needs of St. Margaret’s School, in a
short while the Government will send down a Reso-
lution to have it repaired and thereby bring about
that safe feeling which a properly econstrueted

building
Lave

would effect on the part of tliose who
to ocoupy it for many hours of the day.
Mr. MILLER: Mr., Chairman—I should like
to make a few remarks on this Resolution. 1 am in
favour of it as far as the schools are concerned. 1
am always ln favour of the Gouvernnient spending
money o schools because 1 have always feit that Edu-
cation should be given priority when it comes to the
spending of pubhc funds. 1 am  very much in
favour of the spending of this $6,666 for this item,
Repairs of Elementary Schools, only that the amount
is a bit too small when you think of the number of
elementary schools in the island. But with regard
to the hreakwater at ** Princess Alice’ Playing Field
I think it rather inopportune for the Government
te tiwe this expenditure at this particular date. We
have a controversy going on now about the playing
field and I think it might be regarded as reckless
on the part of the Government to spend this $16,750
in that direction; it is equal to throwing good money
after bad money. T am to some extent impressed
that something like $16,000 has been squandered at
this particular playing field and it is lamentable to
think that the Government could decide to throw
sixteen thousand good dollars at sixteen thousand
bad dollars alveady spent. With regard to the
breakwater at the back of the playing field [ do not
think that it is necessary and I do not know that it
should be recommended. I do not think that the
Government should embark on this expenditure at
all, T am asking the senior member for St. Joseph
to be svmpathetw with my feeling in the matter. I
think it is reckless to spend this ‘}Kl() 000 in the hope
of preserving this wooden building at the ¢‘Princess
Alice”” playing field. Another point is this: The
Government has already committed itself to a Deep
Water Harbour and [ think the Government could
very well euter into a small contract for the repair
of this breakwater. This iIs a throwing away of
money and I do hope that the senior member for
St. Joseph would appreciate my feeling, not in the
fight of embarrassing the Government. The Gov-
ernment would not like to lose this Measure but I do
think that the government has badly timed the spend-
ing of $16,000. Tt is a misuse of the money which
could be used to hetter advantage. T do not think
it is worth while to spend $16,000 to preserve a
wooden building that costs less than that amount. The
Government could fill in the cracks in the existing
breakwater and then hold on for a year or two to
see whether the breakwater itself would fall into
the Deep Water Harbour Scheme. T do not think
that it is the best thing to spend this €16,750 in
connection with the ““Princess Alice’” Playing Field
—the members of the Government do not seem to
be paying any attention to my remarks about this
$16,750 so T will vesume my seat.

Mr. MAPP : Mr. Chairman—I am going to -
confine my remarks to ‘‘Repairs of the breakwater
at “‘Princess Alice Playing Field”. Well, Sir, T
would not go as far as the last speaker and say that
to spend this $16,750 in connection with this playing
field would be a waste of money, vet [ entirely agree
with him that the proposal has come at a bad time.
In fact, it could hardly be a worse time than the
present because, to use the words of the Leader of
the House when speaking about this playing field,
it is becoming very notorious. Already this playing
field has had expended upon it by the Vestry of
St. Michael $16,168.35. There is at present an
investigation—if you call it that—going on by the
said Vestry as to how that money was spent. It may
be said-—I think the Leader of the House did say
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so—that ‘‘Princess Alice’’ Playing Field is only a
geographical expression and that this $16,750 has
nothing to do with the playing field but if the
pavilion was not there, T challenge the honourabhle
member to say that the Government would be spend-
ing this amount because the addendum states:
““There is a section behind the recently erected
pavilion which has lost a quantity of the bedlocks
thereby causing erosion. In time this may affect
the foundation of the building.”” I am not saying
that the Government may not have good reason to
prevent this building from being lost entirely and
to prevent money that has already been spent from
being wasted; but I am saying that we have every
right to discuss the proposal because it concerns the
*‘Princess Alice’” Playing Field. The addendum says
s0 and I do not see that we are out of crder at all.
As 1 have said, the Govermment may have good
reason for considering that this money should be
spent and the building saved and that the money al-
ready spent on it should not be lost entirely or thrown
on the Reef—I would like to put it the latter way—
but I repeat that this proposal is badly timed. The
Government might have waited until the investiga-
tion which the Vestry is conducting ig completed
and the Vestry made its report or if the Govern-
ment feels like so doing, it could make itg own in-
vestigation into the whole affair rather than the
haphazard one that is being conducted at present,
and then come to the House for an amount such as
this to repair the breakwater. I do not intend to
touch on any matters that are being investigated;
it would not be proper to do so in this House; but
what I am saying is that already we have spent
$16,168 on this playing field and it does seem that
this $16,750 is a preposterous amount to again spend
on it. For all we know, it would have been better
if the building was washed away by the sea; we
would be saving the taxpayers a lot of money. The
addendum further states: ‘‘As it is likely that
heavy seas during the hurricane months will cause
further damage to the breakwater, it is proposed to
effect the mnecessary repairs immediately.”” The
hurricane months are August and September; the
- heavy seas come along and wash away what you
have done and you may have to come back to the
House for more money. 1 say that the timing of
this proposal is wrong. The Leader of the House
may probably try to convince the House it is right
but I am at liberty to put my view of the matter.
The addendum says that the filling material will be
supplied by the Vestry of St. Michael but I would
have nothing at all to do with the Vestry of St.
Michael. Every member of the (Government should
wash his hands off the Viestry of St. Michael; they
are not worthy to be considered until they have
cieared up the mess in connection with the playing
field.. The people in the parish of St. Thomas can-
‘not get a playing field yet while we have spent
$16,000 on that playing field and it is now proposed
that we should spend $16,000 on the breakwater down
there. If T did not feel strongly about the matter
I would not get up here and speak as I have but
I realize that the Government is trying to save the
money that has been already spent. After all, it
might be worth while to spend that $16,000 rather
than let the building go to ruin but I would not
spend it at this time. I would wait until the inve:@ti-
gation is finished and in the meantime have nothing
at all to do with the present administrators. I hope
that the investigation will reveal to the public that
there has been no misappropriation of funds, or any-

thing that would call for public protest in the matter. {

Mr. WARD : 1 am going to support this Reso-
lution but there are one or two observations I would
like to make. I am wholeheartedly in favour of the
Government’s programme for the erection of new
schools as well as the repairing of the present schools
that are in need of repairs but still I would like to
remind the Government that it has embarked upon
the building of some new schools and up to the pres-
ent moment we have not got any immediate relief be-
cause those schools have not been completed, and as
far as T know, nothing is being done to effect the eom-
pletion of them. 1 feel that it is a waste of money
to start building these schools and then lay off while
we are in great need of school buildings in which
the children can be taught. That is one observation
I would like to make. I feel that the Government
should get behind the Authority whoever it may be
to complete the school buildings which have been
started and which are in a state of incompletion at
the present moment. I also feel that this House is
entitled to a Progress Report on the construction of
these schools. We had an Authority known as the

Architect and Planning Officer but I do not know if

we will ever get a Progress Report from the Architect
and Planning Officer’s Department. A Commission
of Enquiry has been appointed in connection with
that Department but I still feel that this House
should be given a Progress Report, so that we would
know how the funds have been expended. As far
as the breakwater at the ‘‘Princess Alice’’ playing
field is concerned I do not feel about it as the last
honourable member has expressed himself because we
have been accustomed to spend money on that break-
water in past years. In my opinion it would be
unwise on the part of the Government to leave the
breakwater in its present condition and allow the
seas to come in and wash away all the money we
have spent before. No one knows when a hurricane
will take place; we may have heavy seas later in the
year and if we spend this money immediately and
protect the breakwater we may be able to save the
spending of much more money later on. I am going
to support the Resolution but I would like the Gov-
ernment to take more interest in the completion of
the new school buildings which have been started.
Mr. LEWIS : I am going, Mr. Chairman, to
offer a few comments on each of these three items
in this Resolution. Now, the first item is ‘‘Repairs
io Elementary Schools’”’ and we are told that it is
the Providence Boys’ School in the parish of Christ
Church which is to be repaired and extended. The two
honourable members for Christ Chureh are pleased to
see this going on but I would like to know whether the
Government does not ask for estimates in conneection
with the schools at a particular time of the year.
Are the owners of the schools responsible for the
repairs or is the Government responsible for them{
Because if the repairs to the Providence Boys'
School were such as the repairs to the Boys'
Foundation School are, one could understand the
Government coming to the House 5 or 6 months after
the Estimates have been passed with a supplemen-
tary vote for the repdirs of that school. But this
$6,666 is for the purpose of erecting an east wall
and providing additional fioor space. Was the addi-
tional space not required during the last five or six
months? I do not know whether there has been some
contention between the owners of the School and the
Government or whether there was some legal point
to be settled but T feel that some explanation shouid
be given as to why you should come 5 months after
the Estimates have been passed with a supplementary
vote for such repairs as the building of a wall and
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the provision of additional flocr space; those
things that must have been known to the pecple
vesponsible for sending estimates to the Government
and the Government should have got the informaii
in time for the consideration of the I'inancia
Estimates. The next item is the ‘‘Repairs {o the
Christ Church Boys’ Foundation Sehool”. Well, ¥
can only hope that only the $2,400 wiil be spent.

0

although in a few months’ time the school will be.

in such a dilapidated condition that a decizion will
have 1o be made as to whether you are coing to eveet
a combined school up there or whether vou are going
to abandon the idea. The members for Christ
Church would like to see some more money buf it ix
unwise to spend too much money on repairs becayse
the condition of the building may force a decision
abont the building of a combined school or two
geparate schools. My criticism of the first item is
based on the fact that in line 3 of paragraph 1 of

the addendum it is¢ stated that the repairs ave
urgently needed.. What repairs? DBuilding the

wall and providing additional floor spacce—repairs
that could not be urgently needed in the space of a
few months. Now, Sir, before T pass on to the third
item I wonld like to say that I am willing to vote
for the supplementary estimates of repairing the
schools, because, after all, the Government has takon
notice of its building programme and has set up a
Commission of Enquiry to satisfy public opinion
in respect of charges which have been made and
that is highly commendable. I do mnot think you
should sit and let the children get wet in the schools.
But when it comes to the third item, Repairs to
breakwater at ‘‘Princess Alice’’ Playing Field, it
is badly timed in many respects and it would have
been worse timed if this Resolution had been con-
sidered last Tuesday because while an investigafion
is going on into the expenditure of funds supplind
by the Government to the Vestry of St. Michael, it
would have been a bad thing to come in with a
Resolution, not for the protection of the Reel
Grounds but for the protection of a building known
as the pavilion on the ‘‘Princess Alice’” Playing
Tield. Now, Sir, on this very morning you tosk
up your daily newspaper and saw a lecture by the
Director of Agriculture on Hurricanes. You took
up your newspaper to read the report of a meeting
at which vou expected some enlightenment would be
given as to the criticism

At this stage, 2 pm., Mr. SPEAKER resumes the
Chair and adjourns the House until 245 pm. in
accordance with Rule 40 (a).

REPLIES LAID

On re-assembling,

Mr. COX: Mr. Speaker.— On behalf of the
honourable senior member for St. Peter, I beg to lay
the Replies of Questions No. 3, standing in the name
of the hononrable junior member for St. John; and
the Replies to Questions No. 1. standing in the nayie
of the honourable senior member for St. Philip.
SUSPENSTION OF RULES 61 (a), 61 (b) AND

61 (c

Mr. ADAMS: T ask 19&2‘0 to move for the sus:
pension of Rules 61 (a). 61 (b) and 61 {¢) in order
to eontinve (Government Business.

Mr. ALLDER: T beg to move the adjournment
of the House for five minutes in order to diseuss a
matter relative to an accident which took place early
this morning. Due to the heavy rainfall which took

Mr. SPEAKER: Ty the honourable member
asking leave to move the adjournment of the House”
There is a request for leave to make a motion before
the House and T must put that to the House.

HOUSE
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Mr, ALLDER: [ am moving the adjournment of
the House in order to discuss a matter of publie
mmportance.

Mr. ADAMS: May I ask who iy the person to
judge whether the matter which is to be dealt with is
a matter of urgent public inportance?

Mr. ALLDER: I feel that I am quite in order
m making this motion.
that such a mofion has been made. Honourable
mwembers would have known that we had a heavy
rainfall during the last week-end and as a vesult a
large stone came down from a hill in the parish »f
t. John, entered the home of a worker and pavily
demolished it. This is a manter which I feel ghould
he dealt with in the very necar future cither by the
Hurticane Relief Committee of the parish or by the
Government. It was fortunate that the children of
the owner of the house were not at home.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the honourable membes
explaining why he is making the motion? '

Mr, ALLDER: I am trying to explain why T
am making the motion. If the children were ab
home they would have been killed as a résult of that
accident. Al] these overhanging eliffs— B

Mr. ADAMS: Under what Rule is the hoen-
ourable member acting when he speaks about a
matter of public importance? I respectfully suggest
that it is for Your Honour alone to say whether the
subjeet to be discussed is a maiter of urgent publie
importasice.  As Your Honour knows, it ik laid down
in May’s Parliamentary Practice what the procedire
is in respeet of these matters. '

Mr. CRAWIEFORD: Sir, if T may interpose, I
think the urgency of the matter lics in the fact that
the Hurricane Relief Commiitee of St. .John has re-
fused to give any assistance to the victim of the
incident referred to by the honourable senior membey
for St. John,

Mr. ADAMS: The honourable member is
entirely out of ordeyr; there is no motion before the
House. If the honourable member had risen on a
point of order and Your Honour ruled that it was a
point of order, then he could be heard:; but what
are we coming to if every Rule is to be flouted? _

Mr, CRAWFORD : I rose on the question of the
susperision of the Rules. ‘

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable senior membar
for St. John was allowed to make an explanation as
to why the matter was so urgent and T was bearing
with tthe honourable member. That is the position.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Am I permitted to object
to leave being granted to move for the suspension of
the Rules on the ground that a motion for the adjonri-
ment of the House has been made? '

Mr, SPEAKER: At this stage I am paying
attention to the request for leave to move for the sys-
pension of the Rules, ,

The question that leave be granted the honour-
able member to move for the suspension of Rules 61
(a), 61 (b) and 61 {c) was put and resolved in the

affirmative, the following division being taken. o

Ayes:  Dr. Cuvmins, Messrs, Syarr, Fosrteg,
Marr, Lewrs, Bryax, Cox, Apams, Gobparp, E. K.
WarLcort, WILKINSON, and Warp—12. :

Noes:  Messrs. ALLDER, (JARNER, DBRANCEER,
Crawrorp, Dowping and Gini—6. -

Mr. ADAMS: T beg to move that Rules 61 {a),
61 (b) and 61 (¢) be now suspended.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
to. ‘

Mr. ALLDER: Mr, Speaker,— I beg to call
vour attention to Rule 40 (b).

Mr. SPEAKER: Rule 40 (b) says: ‘*No motion
for the adjournment of the House shall he made be-
fore a quarter to three p.m. of the clock except the

This is not the first time

»
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consent of Mr. Speaker has been previously obtained.’”
1 do not know what the honourable member wants to
infer from that.

Mr, ALLDER: According to that Rule I have
already intimated to Your Honour that I intended
to move the adjournment of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: My consent wag not given.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I called for a division on the
declaration relative to the suspension of the Rules.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Clerk has no intimation or
recollection of the honourable member having called
for a division. ’
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment, the
House was in Committee of Supply.

Mr. Speaxer left the Chair and the House re-
sumed Committee of Supply, Mr. SmiTH being in the
Chair. )
COST OF REPAIRS TO SCHOOLS AND BREAKWATER AT

‘“PRINCESS ALICE’’ PLAYING FIELD.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House was in
Committee of Supply before the adjournment, we were
considering a Resolution for $25,816 to supplement
the Hstimates 1950—51, Part I, Current, as shown
in the Supplementary Estimates 1950—51, No. 15,
which form the Schedule to this Resolution. The
honourable junior member for the City was speaking.

Mr, LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,— I had just got to
item 8 in this Resolution and I was saying
that I, too, share the view that it is unfortunate that
this vote should be asked for at this time when the
hurricane season is on us. We read in today’s news-
paper that vepairs had been started to Lakes Bridge
and that bridge has been again washed away. Unless
you get repairs to guard walls, bridges and things
of that sort done at the right time, you are literally
throwing away money. In paragraph 2 of the Adden-
dum to this Resolution it is stated that ‘“‘As it is
likely that heavy seas during the hurricane months
will canse further damage to the breakwater, it is
proposed to effect the necessary repairs immediately.”
As a layman T question the wisdom of effecting these
repairs now because what you do today may be
washed away tonight. Perhaps the hurricane seasor
is a good time for effecting these repairs, but to the
ordinary layvman it would appear that it is not. On
that ground I support the contention that it would
be better not to vote this momney now, because vou
may need a little more money after the hurricane
season and the money would be better spent then
than if it was spent now. The next point is this;
if the Government. has money under the Labour Wel
fare Fund for the erection of playing fields and it
has come to their notice -— and the St. Michael’s
Vestry themselves have been told through their Audi
tor—that the vouchers are not in order, I think that
the Government is in honour bound to have an

independent investigation into this matter. The hon

ourable senior member for St. George was told at
our last meeting that if you are setting up an imves-
tigating Committee, you do not have to ask any par-
ticular Board anything. When Pay Ward ¢A”
wag beine built. the Goverument got information
that lamber wag stolen and thev had an investiga-
tion. made; of course they went feeling that the

Tamber was not there, and the Board had to
egive assistance. T am wondering if the Govern-
ment could - not get the same investigator to

investizate this matter relative to the plaving
field. T see from the newspaper that people are not
saticfied with the spending of the monev in resnect
of this plaring field and they want an investigation

made about money being misspent or not properly
spent by the Vestry. In the face of funds not being
accounted for on a signed statement to the Vestry,
how can the Government ask me to vote this money !
I think that the Government should wait until the
public is satisfied that that money has been properly
spent before they ask for other money. I do not see
how they can ask for $16,000 of the taxpayers’ money
in such quick succession. If people are not satisfied
about the expenditure of the money in respect of
the playing field I feel it is time that somebody should
investigate that matter. In view of the present posi-
tion 1 cannot imagine the Government asking that
this money be voted; a big meeting hag been held,
it has ended in smoke and now we are asked to pro-
tect a building about which we are in doubt. I repeat
that this is not the correet time to do this work:
1 do not know how long the Resolution has been
considered by the Government but it wag intro-
duced on 8th August. 1t is stated that the hur-
ricane season is approaching and 1 know that in
August you are in the middle of the hurricane
season. 1 am going 1o wait and hear what the
Government has to say about this matter; I know
1 will be told that it is nothing to deo with the playing
field, but if you are spending this money on the reef
it is because the playing field ig there and the build-
ing has been erected. I think that this is a matter which
the Government should have taken time to investi-
gate, and the mention that the Vestry of St. Michael
is putting serap metal and other material there—that
is asking for trouble because the only scrap metal
that should be put there is the Vestry itself. This
is not an attempt to give people playing fields; it is
an attempt to keep the reef grounds from going into
the sea but at the most unfortunate time. The Gov-
ernment must answer these questiong before 1 vote
for item 3 of the Resolution. The first couple of
speakers on the other side could not get any further
than item 2 because this playing field is theirs and
they are perfectly willing to vote this money. The
honourable senior member for St. Joseph is bound
to get a majority vote for this Resolution; one hon-
ourable member on the other side could speak at
great length on this Resolution, but unfortunately
he could only see two items in it. We represent
the interest of the island, not only the interest of
Christ Church which is in the first two items in the
Resoltion ; the interest of the island is a little lower
down in the Resolution. The honourable senio:
member for St. Joseph should realise that this is a
most unfortunate time to do this work; thiz work
should have been done before the hurricane season
and the honourable member should postpone this
item and ask for the money later on.

Mr. ADAMS: T do not know if there is anythi;lg
of importance about Providence Boys’ School which
was not answered. Some vears ago it was agreed
between the different denominations and the Govern-
ment that the Government would be responsible for
the maintenance of schools no matter to whom they
belong. Tn this case the connection between the
Church and the School is such that it was felt that the
Weslevans should be asked to conffribute part of this
money where the parapet wall was concerned be-
;anse the Church would also benefit from it. Tt is
a fact that the Government has to spend money in
repairing Church property and sometimes it has
happened that the Chureh Authorities object to. a
schoolmaster or schoolmistress of a different denomin-
ation or of no denomination at all being appointed
to a particular school. Those occurrences are few and
far between and the Government has not thought 8t




240 HOUSE

to withhold @& maintenance grant from schools of
denominations other than Anglican. As regards the
Christ Church Foundation Schools, we had the in-
formation both from the Governing Body and the
(lolonial Engineer that the Girls’ Sehool i1s in good
order, but the Boys™ School is not in a good state of
repair. It was said that a private firm estimated the
cost of repairs at $72.000 whereas the Colonial Engin.
eer said that money would be wasted and he could
effect Tepairs for $24.000 making the building water-
tight. 'There is token provision in the Capital
Estimates for a combined school and the work had
to be postponed ; after the state of affairs with regard
to the St. Leonard’s Girls’ School we had to see where
we were before we could embark on other buildings.
In respeet of the Christ Church Foundation Schocl
we had a token vote of $1 in the Estimates and 1
think the original amount was $175,000. Of course
if we are advised thaf instead of h-ving a Combined
School we should Lave two separate schools we will
give further consideration to that. The Government
is much aware of tle state of the Christ Church
Foundation Schools and if the honourable junior
member for Christ Church were now present he
would say that they are the centre of eduncation. The
Government is uot forgetting Christ Church at all.

As regards the last item of the Riesolution, I
believe we were taught once the story of Job how he
finally lost patience. Any challenge, which the two
honourable members on my right-—the honourabla
junior member for the City and the hononrabis
junior member for St. Thomas—choose to make 1
will reply to it far beyond their dreams. Those two
honourable members got in this House on the Labour
Party’s money and they owe a woral duty ik no other,
if they say that they are supporters of the Govern-
ment, to let the four members of the Government in
this IMouse know what objection they have to this or
that scheme. The rule about Executive secrets is no
Jonger what it used to be; I have a perfect right to
tell members of the Party what is going to be dis-
cussed and sece if the Government has a majority.
But those honourable members possess the mentality
of 50 years ago and people of that mentality see the
possibility of getting into the promised land and
wander in the wilderness. The honourable junior
member for St. Thomas spoke about the Government
saying mothing about ministerial status and 1
promised him that T would say what the
constitutional position is. He and the honourable
Junior member for the City are the people who have
caused us 1ot to make constitutional progress within
the last few months. How can you run responsible
government if there is not the least element of loyalty
to your Party? Everybody is free to say what he
likes and those honourable members can become Con-
gervatives if they like. Every honest man does that.
Mr. Churchill did it. This Government is quite coi-
fident of ity position in this community and if those
two honourable members keep on getting the sapport
of their constituents through the prestige of the
Labour Party they will find that the Liabour Party
can find some strength in its position in the Govern-
ment in so far as individual members are concerned.
We are cither getting on with the business of the
country or we are not. If members of the Opposi-
tion point out errors to show that their views arc
better than those of the Government, they owe a duty
to their constituents; it is open to them to go outside
and try and convince the whole island that they can
do better than this Party ean do. When honour-
able members use the Labour Party’s money and
climb on the back of the Party in order to be here

and then thev do not show loyalty to the Party,

let them have the decency to go over to the other
side. 1t is because of those two honourable members
that there hias not been a change in the constitution
of Barbados; they are the only real obstacle to it
1# this Government had a Party majority behind it,
« majority which would really support it, we would
have had ministerial status alveady. Saying these
things in private makes no difference and I want
the public of Barbados to know them as I have prom-
ised. I am quite confident that the public will sup-
port the Labour Party in whatever decision it makes
The honourable junior member for the City is always
willing and anxious and ready to attack everything
he sees; let him attack opposite policies. He is free
to say what he likes but if a man is a member of a
Party and he is eutting the throat of the Party from
inside, then let him go outside.

i[ have told lonourable members that the accident
of the playing field being there has nothing to do
with this vote; if the Everton Club was there 1t would
be said that this work was being dene to please the
honourable senior member for St. Peter, but every
child should know that the maintenance of break-
waters is the respomsibility of the Government,
Princess Alice Playing Fictd being there or uot.
As soon as anybody reports that such and such a
breakwater has given way we have to sec about
repairing it; it is the Government’s duty to prevent
the sea from eucroaching. The honourable junior
member for the City could have found cut when this
matter first started so that he would sec that the
apparent coincidence of some paltry Vestry investi-
gation, which I have not read although 1 am a tax-
payer of St. Michael, hasy nothing to do with it. If
the honourable member felt that the Governiment was
doing anything wrong, was it not his duty to come
tc us and ask us about it? On 6th June, long before
the Vestry matter, our attention was called to the
condition of the breakwater, but the first official notice
came from the Churchwarden of St. Michael who
drew the attention of the Government that there
were two breaks. Before he did that, there was a
meeting between the Head of the Waterworks De-
partment and the Colonial Engineer and the latter
made an estimate as to the cost of these repairs hav-
ing in view that the Vestry would supply half of
the filling in. It is casy to forget the facts when
vou want to throw mud; for years the Vestry have
been dumping stuff down there. What is the Reef
but the dumping of stuff by the Vestry? The hon-
curable junior member for St. Thomas makes the
Heavens ring with his ery: ‘‘Have nothing to do
with this Vestry’’; all the information could have
been obtained from me. But there comes a time
vshen you must be courageous enough to tell your
best friend what an idiot he is if you think he is an
idiot. Suppose the Vestry feel that if they throw
stuff there they will save this pavilion; is there any-
thing wrong about that? TIf those two honourable
members cannot fake my word for it as members of ;
the Party, they can let me know. I repeat that it}
is the Government’s duty to repair breakwaters and’
the Colonial Engineer who is mo novice, says: ‘Do
it now and do it for $16,750". We have to take
the risk of doing this work, being guided by our’
techuical experts. Before the Churchwarden wrote
to the Government, the Colonial Engineer and the
Head of the Waterworks Department went on the
spot, they put their heads together and came to
the conclusion that these repairg counld be speedily
effected by the use of blocks of stone and serap metal
to form a binder for material which will bhe used
as a filler. The serap metal is the property of the

St
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Waterworks Department; but the honourable junior
member for the City cannot let things pass without
making some of the feeblest attacks in Christendom.
The Sanitary Commissioners will continue to dump
their stuff as they have been doing. The honourabl:
member attacks the Government when it is doing its
duty ; the breakwater must be repaired lest you have
to spend more money later on. Imagine that we
do nothing about repairing the breakwater and then
more of it Halls down and then we have to come for
$30,000 or $40,0007 Would the hcnourable member
not ask: ‘‘Were you not told in June or July that
you should repair this wall? Why bave you waited all
this time and now you have to saddle the taxpayers
with the expenditure of money which you could have
gaved? But we know the honourable junior member
for the City and I suggest that in future he should
be more like what he looks, that is, a man, and
remember that there is nothing whatever to stop
any human being from having any views—religious,
political or otherwise—but there are certain conven-
tions of ordinary decency which decent people in
our midst like to observe and which they like to see
observed by others and one of them is that you are
loyal. If there is any point which I have not made
clear T would be glad to make it clear before I sit
down; I ask honourable members to believe that this
Resolution has nothing to do with the Vestry
matter. The Government has been advised that this
work can be done now if the Committee votes the
money.

Mr. LEWIS: Any challenge that the honour-
able senior member for St. Joseph cares to throw
out to me I am willing to take it up. 1 may look
like a man and he may not know that he does not
look like ome. We are members of this House, and
Mr. Chairman, yvou have granted the honourable
member some latitude. He has not vet answered the
queéffon as to whether these repairs will be done
during the hurricane season.

Mr. ADAMS: Did the honourable member not
hear my last sentence? We have consulted our ad-
viser and we are going to do it now if the Commit-
tee votes the money.

Mr. LEWIS: The honourable member said
that the attention of the Government was called
to the condition of the breakwater in June. The
“Princess Alice’”’” Playing Field has a breakwater
which has collapsed in two places, and it is the
Churchwarden who has drawn that to the attention
of the Government becanse he has the Playing Field
down there; the breakwater had collapsed long be-
fore they put the Playing Field there. The Adden-
dum to this Resolution says: “There is a section be-
hind the recently erected pavilion whiech has lost a
quantity of the bedlocks thereby causing erosion.
In time this may afféet the foundation of the build-
ing.”” This work is being done because in time the
erosion may affect the foundation of this building.
The only person that the honourable senior member
for St. Joseph can convince about this matter is
himself; he cannot eonvince anybody else. There are
those who will vote for this item anyhow, and there
are others who will vote for it for reasoms, so that
today the honourable senior member for St. Joseph
is in a happy position. If somebody tells you that
-you should do work in May or June before the hur-
ricane season comes in, should you now say that you
will do the work immediatelv? Are you not literally
throwing money into the sea? This Resolution was
introduced on the 8th August and paragraph 2 of
the Addendum savs: ‘“‘As it ig likely that heavy
seas during the hurricane months will eause further
damage to the breakwater, it is proposed to effect
the necessary repairs immediately.”” The inform-

ation as to the condition of the breakwater was given
long before the hurricane season.

* 1 believe that the honourable senior member for
St. Joseph wanted to say something and he has
taken the opportunity of saying it: I am glad that
hg took the opportunity of saying it when he alone
did not have the right of reply. Has the honour-
able member secured the information from the Col-
onial Engineer that this money is needed to effect
these repairs immediately? This Resolution was
brought in here because of the building of the Play-
ing Field; the repairs which were necessary to the
Reef wall last year were not done, nothing was put
in the Estimates for the repairs and this Resolu-
tion hag beem brought down because the Playing
Field is there. Cannot the honourable member see
that that is written plainly in the Addendum to this
Resolution? Is he asking us €6 believe that they
are repairing the wall merely because the Reef is
there? The honourable member is not asking for
loyalty to principle or loyalty in an emergency or
loyalty to something which ig in the interest of the
community; he is asking for loyalty to profound
ignorance. That is not the type of loyalty which
he should expeet from the members of the Party; he
will not get it from me. 1T diew attention to Lakes
Bridge; why did the honourable member not defend
that? Is he going to put back that Bridge during
the hurricane season? I have given a concrete exam-
ple of doing work at the wrong time, and I ask the
honourable member if he has got the opinion of the
experts that this money should be used now, or if
we should not wait until the hurricape months have
passed. The process of erosion has been going on
for years and it would be something abnormal for
this building to go into the gea before the end of the
hurricane season. Why should we vote this $16,000
of the taxpayers’” money to be thrown away?

Mr. Chairman, you allowed the honourable mem-
ber to talk about ministerial status. I saw something
reported in the newspaper about it and it was my
intention to take the matter up, because I feel that
such a statement hag noright being made. If there is
one man in thisisland who is keeping back the consti-
tutional progress of theisland, itis the honourable
senior member for St. Joseph. He is either getting
behind the backs of members of the Party and telling
people that he cannot rely on the Party because they
are not University graduates or something of that
kind and therefore he has no confidence in them.
Let us take a simple concrete example; this colony
had representative government for centuries and it
has now a constitutional Experiment. Trinidad had
no constitutional Experiment and in their
forthcoming elections each one of the mem-
bers of the Legislature can be an Independent,
but the Secretary of State for the Colonies and the
Home Office have already said: ‘‘Irrespective of
what the conditions might be, T know that you can
earry on minigterial status:” and why can’t they
have that confidence in the honourable senior member
for St. Joseph? The honourable member iy performing
a miracle in the Barbados House of Assembly; ha
has no working majority in it; he has to supply a
Speaker and a Chairman of Committees and he is
still getting Government Business done. Is he not
performing a miracle? Mr. Attlee’s Government
conld not do that; he is finding the greatest difficulty
i carrying on with a small majority. But the
hon. senior member for St. Joseph is working with
a minority; he is still earrying on the Government
and in spite of that he refuses being given ministerial

status, It is either that he has no confidence iu
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members of the Party or they have no confidence
in him. From the Budget and the various things
which I see introduced here, the hon. member is
afraid of ministerial responsibility in this island:
he refuses to carry out the Experiment in the way
in which it should be carried out. It is the con-
sidered opinion that the hon. member has respou-
sibility already and he has refused to practice it
and carry out the Experiment. How can you call
a man like that, majority or no majority, and give
him more responsibility when he rvefuseg to practise
the Experiment and see whether he can carry it out
or not? When I hear that Jamaica and Trinidad
Lhave been given ministerial status before we have
been given it, and the little Leeward JIslands are
getting adult suffrage before we get it, and we have
a Labour majority in this House, I say that we have
been in the backwash now through the people whowm
we regard as our leaders, and not through the hacik
benchers. The back benchers are the people who can
1un this country and the honourab!c senior member for
St. Joseph would be surprised to know how they can do
it. The hononrable member is afraid of ministerial
responsibility ; his colleagues cannot take it and
that is what is keeping him back. Thev have a
smart man at Government House watching them.
They know how to shelve and run from respon.
sibility : that is why we have not gotf it, not becanss
I criticise them. If T criticise vou that -is a sign
of stremgth; it is a sign of strength in your Party
when it can disagree with you and still vote for
what you want, but it wants a reasonable explana-
tion. It is not because 1 criticise them that they
have not got ministerial responsibility; it is because
they do not know what to do. T must highly
compliment the honourable senior member forf St.
Joseph ; he has carried out his threat and [ am glad
that he saw fit to do it while we are in Committee
and we could reply to him and tell him what we
think. Ministerial responsibility in this island is
being retarded by the hon. senior member for
st Joseph and by nobody else.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

GRANT TO THE CHILDREN’S GOODWILL LEAGUE

Mr. ADAMS: The next Resolution, M.
Chairman, is a Resolution for $502 to supplement
the Estimates 1950—51, Part I, Current, as showyn
in the supplementary Estimates 1950—51. No. 16,
which form the Schedule to this Resolution. Hon.
members will ‘see that this money is mneeded for
effecting repairs to the Children’s Goodwill Teague
Creche, and the expenditure comes under the Head
““‘Subsidies and Grants’’ in the Estimates. As in
other cases, the Colonial Engincer was asked o
make an estimate as to the cost of these repairs, but
as the hands of the Public Works Department are
rather full at the present moment it has been
thought that it would be enongh to make a grant
10 the Children’s Goodwil] T.eague of this amount
of money and have the Colonial Engineer to inspeet
ind report on the work from tfime to time. This
smount of money is small, personally speaking; T
think I should state that wheu this old railway
workshop was rented by the Government to the
Children’s Goodwill Leagne at a nominal rent., one
of the conditions was that no responsibility for
nmaintenanee shonld be attached io the Government.
But the League is doing good work, its funds are
timited and it would be hard lines if the Goverp-
ment did not prevent further deterioration of the
Luilding because originally there was a condition

- lives have also asked me to do so.

that the Government would not be responsible for
its maintenance. After all, it is the Government’s
building and we are not spending money on the
building of anybody else in this particular case.
I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Mr, Apams seconded by Dr.

CuMMINg the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of two
Resolutiony in Committee of Supply.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair and repoited
accordingly.

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Dr.
CrmMINs in each case, the Resolutions passed in
Comn¥ttee were read a first and second time and
agreed to. ’

DAMAGE TO WORKER'S HOUSE BY
DETACHED STONE

Mr. ALLDER: Mr., Speaker,—I beg to move
the adjournment of the House for five minutes in
order to discuss & matter of public importanee. Due
to the heavy rainfall during the last week-end a
large stone weighing several tons fell from a cliff
at College, St. John, and entered the home of a
worker. The owner of the house was fortunate that
his children were not in the house at the time. We
approached the Hurricane Relief Committee for
assistance in having this stone removed from the
house; this stone hag to be blasted. The members
of the Hurricane Relief Committee told me that
they cannot offer this worker any assistance unless

it is declared by the Authorities that there has been -

a hurricane, and further that they did not have any
funds at their disposal so that they could give this
worker any assistance. Members of the Hurricane
Relief Committee have asked me to bring the mgtter
to the notice of the Government and other people
in the area who are living in fear of losing their
Some of these
people are actually afraid of sleeping in their
houses tonight. T have raised this question with
the hope that the Government will make it possible
to come to the assistance of this worker, and alsc
do what T suggested in this House some time ago,
that is, to purchase the tenantry which is for' sale
in the parish. Owing to the fact that people cannot
get land in a befter area on which to place their
houses, they are forced to take whatever spoty they
can possibly get and they place their houses under
these cliffs. These people’s lives are in danger and
this is not the first time that such an occurrence
has taken place in this colony: a few vears ago a
similar accident took place in the parish of St.
Thomas  and somebody was killed. T think that
this is the proper time for the Government to acquire
Jand in the parish of St. John since the opportunity
has offered itself to them to do so, and have these
houses removed from these dangerous places. It
is uot only in St. Thomas and St. John that many
people ave forced to live in these dangerous places,
but also in St. Andrew and St. Joseph. Tt does not
mean that an oceulrrence of this sort is going to take
place now and not again; every time there is the
threat of heavy weather vou must expeet some
release of these large stones which make their way
down to people’s houses and they end up in the
sea in some cases. [t is either a question of saving
fivee or allowing death to have its full course. [
hope that the Government will take into considera-
tion the facts which T have hrought to their atten-
tion and make it possible for assistance to he given
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to this worker and his family immediately. Mr.
Speakelr, you can imagine the plight of the owner
of this house, his very existence having been
threatened. I am hoping that this evil will be
remedied now; the time is opportune hecanse there
is a temantry in the parish to be sold and that
tenantry could be aequired so that houses could be
removed from these dangerous places and put on
it. 1 daresay that if the Government had taken
the precaution as I suggested some time ago, all
of these boulders which are to bhe found in the
country would have been removed as a result of
the Government sending out orders to the various
authorities in the island. This morning I telephoned
the owner of this tenantry which is for sale and he
told me that priority must be given to the temants
who are labourers at the particular plantation; he
says that if they have money to pay down on account
of their spots they can do so and pay the remainder
gradually. But that is not exactly what shoyld
take place, because there are many people who can-
not find a deposit to pay on the Jand anld they will
be placed at a disadvantage in so far as getting
their spots iy concerned. If the Government were
to purchase thig tenantry all these people who live
in places such ag Society Hill, Coach Hill and others
where the stones are ready to roll down whenever
the time arrives, could be removed to this tenantry.
Mr. Emtage has told me that even when his tenantry
is assessed and, in his opinion, the priee is too high,
he is not going to sell it: he iy selling it at a reas-
onable price if the Government or anybody else saw
fit to buy it. This stone has nearly destroyed
people’s lives and if it had fallen during the night
an undertaker would have been in the business. T
am asking the sympathy of this House in this
matter: this is a clear case in which adtion ghould
be taken. I cannot see any reasonable excuse for
failing to take action in this matter. The Govern-
ment khould make a survey of the boulders which
are a source of danger in the parishes and have them
demolished ; they ean also assist by removing people
immediately from these dangerous areas to places
where land is available. I hope that the Govern-
ment will take action in this matter. -

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member’s motion
not having been seconded

Mr. CRAWFORD :
The facts of this case have been made pretty clear
by the hon. senior member for 8t. John, and I sin-
cerely hope that action will be immediately taken
to Improve the unfortunate position in which the
owner of this house now finds himself. I think that
since an occurrence of this sort has taken place on
more than one oceasion, it is hardly necessary for
us to ask that the hon. member’s snggestion about
the removal of all overhanging boulders throughout
the island be implemented.

My, SPEAKER: Does the hon. member want
the qguestion to be put?

Mr. ALLDER: I ask leave to withdraw my
motion.

There being no objection, the hon. member was
oranted leave to withdraw his motion.

FURTHER REPLIES LATD

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—I ask leave to
jay the Replies to two sets of Questions which I had
pefore me but which I overlooked. )

There being no objection, leave was granted the
hon. member.

Mr. ADAMS: T beg to lay the Replies to Ques-
tions No. 4 standing in the name of the honourable
junior member for St. Thomas: and the Reply to

T rise to second the motion. |

Question No. 14 standing in the pame of the hounour-
able junior member for St. Andrew.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move the suspension of .
Rule 60 so as to proceed with Order No. 5 as the next
Order of the Day, and in order that Orders Nos. 2, 3
and 4 which I am asking leave to postpone may not -
be removed to the bottom of the Order Paper.

Dr. Cumyins seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

PUBLIC UTILITIES BILL, 1950

Mr. SPEAKER: The uest Order of the Day
stands in the name of the bonourable senior member
for St. Joseph :—Second, reading of a Bill to provide
for the regulation of Public Utilities.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—It was somewhat
oI a surprise to me when I noted that the Adwocate-
newspaper, the organ of big business in this colony,
I believe, has given its blessing to this proposed Bill.
Although of course, from a Government’s point of
view, it has made a few mistakes, it hag nevertheless
approved of the principle of a Bill of this sort. I -
take it that that is an indication that my friends on .
the left of this House approve of the principle that
the good of the community is of paramount interest
in matters affecting public utilities, and that the
interest of the consumer must come first, although a
Bill of this sort could not by any means actually pro-
vide for any compulsory, haskruptey of big business. - .
I do not-think that there is any member of this House
who is in disagreement with the principle of this
Bill, although some bomourable. members may be com-
pletely mistaken as to the attitude of the Goverament
towards publie utilities in.this colomy. In erder that -
there might not be any misconception whatever, I -
propose to say right at the beginning of my. imfro-
duction of this Bill that the Government has mot .
changed one whit its policy of nationalisation and its
determination to make nationalisation a reality a8 .
soon as, largely from a financial point of view, 1t
thinks fit. Let no honourable member get away with
it that the Labour Party is going away from the pol-
iey which it has preached all its life for some alter-
native which the members of the Electors’ Associa-
tion have put up during their election campaign. I
have already drawn to the attention of the honourable
senior member for the City that a Public TUtilities
Bill is not in opposition to the prineiple of nationali-
sation ; sometimes it is the best method of approach to
nationalisation and it may be half way to nationalisa-
tion. It is not that you are abandoning your intention
of entering the house of nationalisation, but at a
particular time it may be better, instead of waiting
for the whole loaf, to see that you get half a loaf now.
It oil were already gushing in Barbados, we would
have come to the Houvse with proposals to buy out
these three companies. I do not want anybody con-
neeted with these three companies to have any idea
that the Government is abandoning its poliey of
nationalisation and it has come with something less
than nationalisation because it has no policy of nation:
alisation; the Government has to bear in mind the
question of capital expenditure, it has to look for
314 million pounds for the construection of a Deep
Water Harbour and it has to: provide for the exten-
sion of the Hospital and for a housing programme.
The Government therefore says: ““We will do some
more house building before we nationalise and mean-
while we will control the activities of these three
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companies.”” It is only fair and right that these com-
panies should not be under any misapprehension as
to the policy of the tiovernment. Why has electric
current broken down so often? All of us may suas-
pect that with nationalisation in the air, the Etiectrie
and Gas Companies are not as keen on spending
money on improvements as they would be otherwise.
That is human nature with big business; they are
not going to spend money on a concern if a Govern-
ment is going to take it away from them compul-
sorily, It is significant that electric current has
been breaking down with new machinery and the
carrent has been off and on for some years now. 1
have been looking at some of the old debates in this
Ilouse and I am surprised at eomments which have
been made by honourable members as far back as
1947 about the inefficiency of the electric service.

1 believe it is the feeling of this House that if
and when the second reading is given to this Bill,
the Bill should be referred to a Select Committee. I
could not, as a member of a democratic Government,
object to the prineiple of a Select Committee con-
sidering the Bill and if that is the wish of the House
I would be glad to see the Select Committee function
efficiently and quickly and report its findings to the
House as soon as possible. I say without offence that
none of us in this House has had any practical experi-
ence of the working of a Public Utilities Board, but
it is nothing extraordinary; a child could follow it
carefully in 20 minutes’ time. Companies run riot
with prices which you do not control: In respect of
public utilities a consumer might say: ‘‘My pressure
is too low, my bus does not eome in time, or my milk
is adulterated’ and so on. Public utilities exist all
over the world, not merely in respect of gas and
clectricity but also in respect of items which I have
mentioned—things witich are consumed by the public
generally, things to which every member of the com-
munity is entitled.

T have said what I have just said because 1 think
it is right for the Government to give people an op-
portunity to know what the Government confem-
plates, and correspondence has been taking place for
some time between the Government and the Head
Office as to the effect of this Bill on nationalisation.
‘While it would not be true to say that these com-
panies are being ignored or they have mnot had a
chance of passing their comments as regards this
Bill, T should hasten to make a comment on that
before 1 sit down. It ig true to say that two of
these companies have for some time been in communi-
cation with the Colonial Office directly on the policy
of the Government and the likelihood of legislation
being enacted which would affect the operation of
their companies.

This Bill is modelled on similar legislation ol
taining in British Columbia, and in that country
more than three industries are covered by this legis.
lation. We have been advised that for our pur-
poses, the British Columbia legislation is aun excel-
lent model and it has been proved in practice to
have worked well. The consumer does not always get
away: sometimes complaints are turned down and
sometimes an application may be made by a company
to be allowed to charge an increased rate by saying
that by extending their service it was mnecessary to
charge more than they have been charging. It would
be interesting to hear a report from British Columbia
as to the sort of complaints which are made. Sometimes
people complain that the pressure of electricity is
not great enough and the companv puts it right:
they complain ahout the type of tap with which the
Waterworks Department provides them. about the

rates and so on. Sometimes things are granted and
sometimes they are not. The honourable junior mem-

ber for St. Joseph will be glad to hear this; in 1948 |

there was a complaint made against the Harrison
investment Company Ltd., for their refusal to con-
nect their electric power lines unless the customer
paid the cost of such connection. I believe that people
bave to pay hundreds of dollars for erecting poles
for a telephone service and they do not get back
the money. In this case the complaint was turned
down because the service was required seasonally,

1 take it for granted that honourable members
have read the ‘*Objects and Reasons’’ of the Bill
through carefully and they have gathered what the
different Clauses refer to. Honourable members will
pardon me if I read through the different parts of
the Bill. First of all, ‘‘the object of the Bill is to set
up a Public Utilities Board. The Board will consist.
of three members appointed by the Governor and
its principal funetion will be to supervise public
utilities exercising monopolistic powers so as to ensure
that the rates which they charge are fair and reason-
able and that the service which they provide is ade-
quate. In brief, it will act as a quasi{judicial body,
nguiring into and determining impartially any mat-
ters of difference which may arise from time to time
between the electricity, gas and telephone companies
and the public 'as regards rates and service.”” We are
confining the provisions of the Bill only to three com-
panies at present, but the British Columbia Bill goes
further than this and it covers railway, tramway,
ferry, operation of a toll bridge, conveyance of mes-
sages or communications by telephone or telegraph,
produetion of generation for storage, furnishing of
gas, electricity, steam or any other agency for the
production of light, heat and so on. Our water is
already nationalised; I am reminded that water is
1ot nationalised in that a private person can sipk a
well wherever he likes, but the general distribition
and sale of water to the public is nationalised. I
also have before me the Alberta Bill which is more
voluminous than that of British Columbia and I am
instructed that the British Columbia Bill works ex-
tremely well. Customers feel if they make any ecom-
plaint about the service which is supplied to them,
that makes for good relationship between the .com-
pany and the customer; the customer feels that the
company cannot always be wrong. Honourable mem-
bers may say that the number of members eompris-
ing the Board is a small number, but practical ex-
perience has shown that it is better to have a small
nt.mber of members comprising the Board. In a small

“eommunity it would not be diffienlt to get three persons

to administer impartially the duties of a Public
Utilities Board. Part T ‘‘deals with the appointment
and coustitution of the Board. It will consist of a
Chairman and two members appointed by the Gov-
ernor for a term of five yvears at salaries fixed by the
Governor-in-Executive Committee. If a member of
the Board is interested in any matter coming before
the Board, a deputy will be appointed to act in his
stead for that occasion. The Board may engage ex-
perts having technical knowledge to assist it in carry-
ing out its duties and may, with the consent of the
Governor, utilise the services of any employee in a
Government Department. The expenses of the Board
will be borne by the public utilities themselves who
will be assessed in proportion to their gross earnings.”’
I am told that some people have objected to Clause
eleven of the Bill which deals with the expenses of
the Board. In short, no money is ecoming out of the
Treasury in the operation of this Board, and I im-
agine that that should appeal to honourable members.
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The Governor-in-Executive Committee will not pay
such salaries to these gentlemen as to cause an in-
crease in the rate of electricity. Part 11, deals with
rates and rate-making: ‘‘Every public utility will
be required to file with the Board a tariff showing
the rates which it charges and if it desires to change
the rates, it must give notice to the Iboard of the
proposed changes. Upon receipt of proposals for a
new rate, the Board may, on its own motion or upon
complaint, enter upon a hearing and determine
whether such rate is just and reasonable and if the
Board finds that it is not, it may determine what
is just and reasonable and fix the same by order.”’
1 am told that somebody is critical about that provis-
ion; I am sure that the honourable senior member for
St. Andrew and other honourable members can as-
sure the Ilouse that there is no danger that a thing
will be just and reasonable to-day and it will not be
just and reasonable tomorrow. ‘" Similarly the Board
may inquirve into existing rates and if it finds that
they are unfair or unreasonable, may determine the
fair and reasonable vates to be observed in future.
Temporary rates may be fixed by the Board pending
the final determination of a rate inquiry and if the
rates as finally determined are in excess of the tem-
porary rates, then the public utility will be permit-
ted to vecover the difference by a temporary increase

over and above the rates as finally determined.”” That

is a sort of back pay for a ecompany. Part III,

.deals with service and facilitics. ‘‘Every publiz

utility is under obligation to provide adequate
and efficient service and if the Board, after a hean-
ing on its own motion or upon complaint, finds that
the service or facilities of any public utility are inade-

quate, it shall determine and preseribe the service

and facilities to be provided and fix the same by its
order. If the Board finds that an extension of an
existing service would in its opinion, provide suffi-
ciert business to justify the construction and main-
tenance of such extension, it may order the public
utility to make such extension to its service as the
Board considers reasonable and expedient.”’ This
Bill does not call upen a company to run itself into

‘bankruptey in order, for instance, to provide Pie

Corner with a bus service; a company will be at lib-
erty to go before the Board and say : ‘““We cannot run
a bus service down there, we can show vou that it
will not pay to do s0.”” Speaking personally, I regret

‘that it is necessary for us to take this step instead of

being in a position ourselves to put water and elee-

“ricity in every house and a bus service along every

route. The Government does not look for prqﬁt and
vou cannot ask the Wleetrie Company to put light in
every house in Barbados. This is a reasonable Bill

“based on similar legislation which has been found to

work well in other couniries. It may be the duty of
the Government to make extensions of its own to
places which are not served by bus or electricity, but
it will be the duty of the Board to examine carefully
the position of a company which says : ‘“We cannot

-afford to do it.” Tt will be the duty of the Bpard

to call for and have before it the finanecial position
of these three companies so as to have some proper
estimate of their business before telling any one of
them that it must extend its service. I presume that
there will be some argument about Part IV. ‘‘This
Part provides that no public utility may issue stocks
or shares or debentures without the approval of the
Board.”” That is a very useful provision to make
in the operation of a public utility because it can so
manipulate itself as to lose capital or to show that
it cannot afford to extend its service. In the Britigh
Columbia legislation no fewer than six seetions deal
in detail with what a public utility may or may not
do on the question of securities, Part V deals with

procedural matters. All hearings will be in publie
s0 that people will not be able to get behind closed
doors and help their friends. A customer will have
the chance of listening to complaints which are made
by any other customer, and ‘‘power is given to the
Board to subpoena witnesses, and to compel the pro-
duction of such books, records and documents as it
may deem necessary.’’ Part VI deals with the enforce-
ment of the Board’s orders; if a public utility does
not carry out the Board’s orders, the Board may take
over the business and run it. Certainly as far as
the lower ranks of the staff are concerned, the Public
Utilities Board will find itself cheerfully supported
by workmen of the Electric Company, the Telephone
Company or the Gas Company if the Board had to
take over any of these utilities. The public will still
have the service if the Board has to take it over and
run it. Part VII deals with offences and penalties.
“‘Every public utility which fails to obey an order of
the Board shall be liable to a fine not exceeding
$1,000 and every diveetor and manager of the publie
utility to a fine not exceeding $100 unless he proves
that according to his position or authority, he took
all means in his power to carry out the order. Every
public utility furnishing false information to the
Board shall be liable to a fine not exceeding $1,000 and
any officer of a public utility failing to furnish 1o
formation required by the Board shall be liable to
a fine not exceeding $100.”” We have thought that
these fines are reasonable but I do not suppose that
the Government will object to any honourable mem-
ber suggesting that the fine of $1,000 is too small.
Part VIIL deals with the question of appeal and
review and it provides that ‘‘the Board may review,
vary or rescind any decision made by it, and an
appeal shall lie 10 the Court of Error on a question
of law.”” Theve must be some finality in these mat-
ters and certainly the Board should be the final arbi-
ter.  Just before coming to the House this morning
1 read an article in the Laow Quarterly Review in
which reference was made to a case in which the hon-
ourable senior member for St. James is concerned——
a case which is going to the Privy Couneil. Ths
writer of the article stated that Barbados is particu.»
larly generous with its appeals; there is an appeal
from the Court of Error which heard the appeal from
the Assistant Court of Appeal which heard the appeal
from the Police Magistrate. In some cases it is a ques-
tion of appealing. from C(Caesar to less than Caesge.
I suggest to honourable members who feel like the
““Advocate’”” on the question of appeal in this Bill,
to review the case. If it is proved that the pressure sup-
plied by a public utility is too low or the meter leaks
and you are made to pay more than what you con-
sume, surely those facts need not go to a Court; it
is only on a question of law that there should be any
talk of an appeal. As regards Part 1X, T have beea
told that there has been some vague criticism about
giving the Board power to interfere with legislation.
The provision under this part of the Bill only means
that although there is an Aet dealing with the Elec-
tric Company and this Company operates under a
franchise, that does not prevent the Board from deal-
ing with the electric or telephone service. The Gov-
ernment has come to the conclusion that the British
Columbia legislation is the best legislation for us
to adopt here; its provisions will work well and they
will be for the benefit of the consumer. The provision
which directs that two companies must use the same
poles should cut down the cost to the consumer. “If
the Board, after enquiry, finds that public conveni-
ence reguires the use by one public utility of poles,
or other equipment belonging to another public utility,
it may make such order as it deems reasonable direet-
ing the joint vise of such poles or other equipment.’’
1%, for instance, the Rlectric Company has poles going




down to St. Andrew from Bigsex Hill and somebody ju

St. Andrew wants a telephone installed, you
nay have to stretel the wires troui
Bissex Hill Police Station, because the Telephone
Company will - say:: **We have to put down
our own poles and charge you $1,000 for installing
the telephone.”” I repeat that this is a provision
which will help the eonsumer where price is con-
cerned. The public utilities are paying the expenses
of the Board as I have already said, and we have
done that because it is also being done in Canada and
the fear of the consumer paying for a publis
utility services than he ghould pay will be borne
in * mind by the Governor-in-Executive Com-
mittee. The salaries of members of the Board will
not be at such a rate that they will absorb so much
of the profits of any company as to compel it to pass
on any increase to the consumer; the salaries are paid
in proportion to the income. Newfoundland ecreated
such a Board only this year using Canadian legisla-
ton and having similar powers; the legislation affects
light, power, telephone and so on, and provides for
the payment of the members of the Board by the com-
panies concerned. This Government has only included
these three companies in this Bill because at the pres-
ent moment water is a Government concern and the
Department of Highways and Transport exists with
an Advisory Board, and as long as that is in existence
it will need some tightening up; it was not necessary
to provide for transport in this Bill, that being al.
ready provided for by what is the equivalent of a
Public Utility Board. Relative to the milk supply,
that is a very knotty problem and it may be, that at
the present moment it is a matter to be dealt with
by Police Magistrates rather than by a Public Utitity
Board. We have drafted a Bill in respect of a co-op-
erative milk-canning company and we are awaiting
the financial blessing of the Colonial Development
and Welfare Organization before we bring it down
to the House. If we find that the distribution of
milk is to be included in this Bill, we will include it;
but at present it does not seem necessary to put more
in the Bill than these three public utilities, I have
much pleasure in moving that this Bill be now read a
second time.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I rise to second the motion
for the second reading of this Bill because I am
very pleased indeed to sec that the Government,
after nearly four years, having changed its mind.
has awakened from its slumber. The Government has
realised the impracticability if not the impossibility
from the financial point of view of what it has been
preaching, that is, the nationalisation of all public
“utilities. The Government has not abandoned the policy
of-wationalisation, as the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph has said; it has decided to bring
about the better working of public utilities which is
a point taken from the programme of the Opposi-
tion. The Leader of the House said that he was sur.
prised at the ‘‘ Advocate’’ newspaper supporting tha
Government in this Bill and I say that I wag sur-
prised at the Labour Organ supporting the passing
of thizg Bill at all. I know that there are a lot of
honourable members who are in favour of nationali-
sation; they feel that the nationalisation of all public
utilities is the best way of emsuring the best serviee
to the community. We of the Opposition made it
clear during our election ecampaign in this colonyv
that we would support any Public Utilities Bill which
had for its aim and object the proper control of
public utilities in this island; but we were definitely
opposed to nationalisation and we will oppose nation-
alisation today. Nationalisation was a plank in the
platform of the present Government, but we of the
Opposition opposed nationalisation and we still
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oppose it because we feel that in practice in Bar-
bados it is not possible to effect nationalisation at
this stage of the development of this colony. W2
feel that there are too many other pressing problems.
t0 be dealt with in this colony; we tfeel that there
are too many other things to be done immediately
and therefore we do not feel that money ean be
found to nationalise public utilities when private
enterprise can carry them on with Government con-
trol. To show our good faith in that respect, today
we wholeheartedly support this Bill. I know that

there ave a lot of people who will preach nationalisa--

tion until it comes to them personally.

Mr. WILKINSON: Mr. Speaker—I am inter-
rupting the honourable member on a motion that
this House do now adjourn for haif an hour. We wiil.
come back after tea and continue the consideration
of this Bill. I have interrupted the honourable mem-
ber for the purpose of moving the adjournment of
the House for half an hour after which the honour-
able member ean continue his speech.

Mr. MOTTLEY : [ beg to second that motion be--

cause I have a good number of points to make and.
the tea will help honourable members to understand

them better.

The question that this House do now adjourn:

for half an hour was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division, and M&. SpraRER adjourned the-

House accordingly.
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES BILL

On resumption,

Mr., SPEAKER.-- On the adjournment, the-
House was debating the Bill to provide for the reg--
ulation of Public Utilities and the honourable senior

member for the City was speaking on the motion
for the second reading of the Bill y
Mr. MOTTLEY : [ was saying that I had much

pleasure in seconding the motion for the second read-

ing off this Bill because it was one of the main
planks in the politieal platform of the members on
this side of the House; that 1 was very glad to see

that the Government has abandoned the idea of’

nationalization and that it is to be Thoped
that the establishment of a Public Utilities Board
would become a realitv shortly. This is the
only fundamental difference which exists between
us on this side of the table and the
bers who form and support the Government —
Nationalization. We on this side of the table stil!
oppose Nationalization but there comes a time when
sne is bound to see things in their true perspective
We say that public utilities cowld not be allowed
to go on as they have been going on for years anid
as a compromise we are in favour of the establish-
ment of a Public Utilities Board.
member for St. Joseph wag very exhaustive in point-
ing aut the aims and objects of this Bill and in
telling us how it works in the Dominion of Canada
and in parts of the United States of America, We
are gomg to support this Bill but we do not support
it in every iota. We feel that this Bill will take
a great deal of studying and when I suggest that
it shoutl go to a Seleet Committee I do so with
no idea of holding up the passage of the Bill. but
it is ushering into Barbados a new outlook and
therefore, all Parties should be given an opportunitv
te o into every section of the Bill, especially when
we vealize that there is existing legislation dealino
with public utilities which will have to be brought
up-to-date,  Apvarently the Government 1in its
wisdem has decided that for the present this Bill

mem--

The senior-
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should deal only with the Telephone Co., the Electric

Co., and the Gas Co. Gromg through the Blll you will
find that the Board is to consist of three
members who will be appointed by the Governor. We
expect that you are going to have on this tioard a
man of legal ability, a man of engineering ability
and a man of economic ability, The redeemuw
feature about this Bill, as I see it, is that no one
connected with the locdl companies — directly or
indirectly, politically or otherwise—will be given
a seat on the Board and that, [ think, is a step in
the right direction. But, Mr. Speaker, I am won-
dering, after reading the Bill, whether you will
have a Department to deal with a matter of this
sort. It is stated that there is going to be a Secre-
tary and it looks to me as if there will be a Depart-
went to deal with public utilities. In my opinion,
the provisions of the Bill are not wide enough and
in many respects it needs to be amended. Without
any other legislation as a guide other than tha:
which obtains in Canada the draughtsman of this
Bill is likely to have included provisions which are
not suitable to, and exclude provisions which
are suitable to, local conditions. For some reason the
Government has suggested that only the Telephone,
Blectricity, and Gas Companies should be deait
with under this Bill but T feel that in this—shall
I say? — modern day when it is so necessary to
educate people, Radio Distribution should be inclu-
ded. I feel that Radio Distribution is as much a
public utility as the Gas Company is, and that this
Bill should apply to it, more especially when vou read
the Bill and see that there is a section which says
that the Commissioners will have the right to con-
trol and aet in the same way with a company
which does not manufacture the commodity it sells
but aectually buys it from another Company as they
would act towards the Gas, Electrie, and Telephone
Companies. That is one of the reasons why I
am suggesting that this Bill should be referred
to a Seleect Committee. If Radio Distribution
was inclunded and we were to pass legis-
lation to the effect that one Company could use the
poles of another Company I can quite see that one
of the immediate benetits from this Bill would be
the extension of Radio Distribution to other parts
of the island. Not only that; it would result in the
reduction of the now mounting cost of the Radio
Distribution Serwvice. After all, the prineipal thing
in which we are interested ig that when we enact
this legislation to control public utilities, the con-
sumers should benefit not merely from an extension
of the particular service but that they should get
the particular commodity as cheaply as possible.
Although the Bill is not as voluminous as some Bills
we have had to deal with yet it is a Bill which
will take a great deal of study and if honourable
members have read it, they will realize that there
are some sections of it which must be amended. Tt
is true that the Waterworks, as a public utility,
is already under the control of the Government but
it is a known fact that the Government has set up
a Special Committee for the purpose of assisting
in the running of the Waterworks and I am won-
dering, if you have a Public Utility Board and have
enacted legislation to deal with public utilities,
whether that legislation should mnot include the
Waterworks, I am sure that honourable mem-
bers will give very careful consideration as to whether
or not all public utilities should not come within
the provisions of this Act.  Now, Sir, there is a
section of this Bill which T hope will allav anv
fears in the minds of honourable members who are

1 opposition to the establishment of a Publie Utili-
ties Board, who would like to see Nat.onahization
buy, who cannot really see that it iy impossible, if
you want to give rehef in the immediate future to.
the inhabitants of this colony, to have Nationaliza-
tion. In this Bill oune of the powers of the Com-
missioners will be to say whether or not a Company
can extend its shares. Take a Public Utility Company
today with assets amounting to £100,000. When we
have enacted this legislation before that Company
eould decide to extend its shares or to have any
appreciation off its Capital, that must be decided
by the Board. Some honourable members ask sotto
voce "Who says so? The only body who ba;ys 50 is
this Bill. In Part IV of this Bill there is a section
which actually borders on Nationalization. In other
words, the Board has to say to a Public Utility
Company what dividends it should pay; this Board
—some honourable members would be opposed to
it purely because it was a plank in the political
platform of the Opposition—would be able to say
to a Public Utility Company ‘‘vour serviee should
be ran first where the majority of the people could
benefit from it.”’ That was always the contention
of those of wus who would like to see Barbados a
better place for all of us to live in. There are
some, further powers which I would like to see given
to the Board.. 1 am going to mention them and
honourable members should weigh them carefully
and give very serious consideration to them. Nobody
in this Country-—at least none of us who have a
sense of responsibility—would like to say to peopls
who 50 or 60 years ago came into the colony with
capital and invested it ‘“We coufiseate all your
property and vou can go.”’ Even if you nationalize
in a democratic eountry like this you will have to
find money to pay the particular Company whose
commodity you have mationalized; that is what it
comes to. You are not merely going to say to the
Company ‘“Well you have been here for 50 years;
we thank you for what you have done” and kick
them out. That cannot be done in a democratic
country.
Now, Clanse 27—Part IV—says this:—

(1) No public utility shall issue any stocks
or shares or any debentures or other evidence of
indebtedness, payable in more than one year from
the date thereof, unless it hag first obtained the
approval of the Board to the proposed issue.

(2) The Board may grant its approval of
the proposed issue in the amount applied for or in
any lesser amount, and subjeet to sueh conditions
as it may deem reasonable and necessary to impose.

The whole erux of this is that the Board
will say whether a Company is over-capitalized,
whether the dividends it is paying are honest and
fair. * There are no two ways about that.. At one
time the senior member for St. Joseph told me that
a Publie TUtilities Bill eould not work in this island
but T am vet glad to see that he is such a big man
as to be able to see that it can work and bas brought
it down to this House. The Public Utilities Board
should, T repeat, be in a position to say to a Com-
pany  ‘‘If you are going to extend your. shares
or inerease your Capital, those Shares must be offered
first to loeal people, ’and if they are offered to local
people no one person should be able to buy more
than a certain amount. I appeal to the senior
member for St., Joseph to see that if this important
legislation is enacted, all the shares in the Electric
Company, for instance; should not be held by a
few people in London and Barbados. The Board
must be able to control the Dirvectors’ salaries and the
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fees that they draw. An honourable member
remarked that the Vestries control those but that
honourable member does not know much about that
phase of the matter. Any reasounable man, even if he
18 a Tory, must agree with me that in this twentieth
century we in Barbados could not give a public
utility company facilities to expand locally and allow
all its Shares or the greater part of them to be offered
abroad. [ am thinking of giving working people
in this country the opportunity of acquiring shares
in a Public Utility Company. Anybody who has
read similar legislation in Canada will know that
‘such exists there today. To expand any Publie
Utility Company in Barbados is going to call for
Capital and if we allow all the Shares to be offered
~abroad, it amounts to this: you have mno control
over that public utility Company. I feel, Mr.
Speaker, that with such powers given to the Board
we will be able to say, sooner or later, that we own
the public utilities in Barbados. There are some sec-
tions of this Bill which will, no doubt, be controver-
sial; for instance, the section which provides that
the Governor may actually on his warrant to the
Colonial Treasurer pay out money without the
.knowledge or consent of the Legislature. I do not
know who is vesponsible for that but I ean say thar
T am almost sure that with the meticndous care
¢f my colleague that provision would hardly pass
icuster in this Chamber. T draw to the attention
of the honcueable Leader that that would have to
be amended, and is a further reason why the Bill
should be ment to a Seleet Committee. 1 am making
these points because we of the Opposition, are proud
of this Bill which gives a certain amount of pro-
tection to both sides. Some honourable members
may ask ‘‘But what kind of Board are you going
to wet?’’ and T am wondering whether a provision
should not Le inserted in the Bill to the effect that
the appointment of the members of the Board shall
be submitted for the approval of the Tegislature.
Some honourable members will say that this is a
palliative. That may be so on the part of those hon-
ourable members who are wedded to Nationalization;

but if you insert a provision which says what the |

Return should be and that a Statement of Accounts
must be laid before the Legislature year after year.
then therc would be no cause for fear. T say that
there comes a time in the lives of individuals when
they must compromise. Unless people want to talk
in the air and really do not mean what they say, this,
to my mind, is the real Bill for this Country.
Some honourable member will say “Nationalize
everything’’. This is my second furn in here
and when T first sat in this House T sat next
to the late senior member for St Andrew,
Mr. Haynes, who introduced the question of Nation-
alization into the Touse. T remember well that T
offered then to resign my seat if in two yeavs my
opponents who had promised so recklessly that they
would nationalise, would effect nationalisation. T
repeat now that if they could nationalize before the
end of this session I would resign my seat. The
would-be nationalizers remind me of the little boy
who dreamt that he had a motor car to drive all over
the moon: they build castles in the air. I appeal
to honourable members to see the wisdom of sup-
porting this Bill because it is the one Bill to give
some relief to the community in this direction.
As regards appeals in matters of this sort, they
should be heard by judges because it is difficult in a
small eommunity with people so eclosely connected
with one another to get a fair and nnbiased decision
from a jury in respect of a publiec ntitity. . T do not

know much about the law but I would say that in
matters of this sort appeals should be allowed on
not only questions of law but also on guestions of
fact because in the first working of this Bill you will
find questions of fact arising and we should be at
pains to allow persons who may be complainants to
appeal on questions of fact, inasmuch as there may
be great dissatisfaction at the commencement of the
operation of this Act. Mr. Speaker, I am going to
support the sending of this Bill to a Select Commit-
tee because every member of this House should be
fully aequainted with the provisions of the Bill. I
do not think that an honourable member should find
himself in the position of not being able to answer
any question that raight be put to him in a matter
of such vital importance. 1 repeat that it gives me
pleasure to second the motion for the second reading
of this Bill and although I feel that it will have a.
stormy passage I hope that the passage will, never-
theless, be safe.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker,—1 must con-
fess that it iy with some amazement that I heard
the introducer of this Bill express surprise that it
should be supported by the Daily Press and more
cven so to hear him express some wonder at whether
it wounld be supported by the honourable members
on my left, for the simple reason, Sir, that the Bill
seeks to give legislative sanction to a proposal which
has been pushed with vigour throughout the length
and breadth of the country by the Conservative
Opposition in this Chamber. My position was sowe-
what sustained by the faet that the senior member
for the City jumped up with alacrity to second the
motion for the passing of the second reading of the
Rill. I want to say here and now that in my opin-
ion the incinsion of this Bill among the statutes
of the colony will not make the position to any ap-
preciable extent better, in so far as the control of
public utilities in thig colony is concerned. 1t is ail
well and good to say, as has been said by the hon-
ourable member on my left, that there is similar
legislation in Canada and Newfoundland but Canada
is a country of unrestricted free enterprise. Furth-
ermore, in some respects the Canadian Constitution
itself offers less liberty to the individual than our
own Colonial Constitution does. However, we are not
now discussing constitutional matters. Because &
Pyblie Utilities Board works well in Canada, it does
not follow that it is going to achieve the results
which are necessary here in consequence of the pecu-
liar conditions which exist in a ecolony like this.
Now, I am going to say that this Bill is bound to
he a very great disappointment to a large number
of people in this country. I am not one of those
persons,—persons to whom the honourable member
nn my left referred,—who believe that you can in-
diseriminately socialize and natiopalize industries
and public services in this colony. 1 am realistic
enough to realize that a certain amount of free en-
terprise is absolutely essential in a country with a
colonial economie status such as ours. As a matter
of faet, T am willing to go so far as to say that in
order to extend our economy beyond its present col-
onial status we may need, in some respects, a strong
dose of free enterprise but I certainly will also at
the same time submit that when it comes to publie
utilities there can be no justification for failure to
assume complete control, even in a colony like this.

The honourable member on my left who second-
ed the motion for the second reading of the Rill,
emphasized the definite impracticability at the mo-
ment of acquisition bv Government of the publie
unitility services in the colony. Now, let us assume
i that that is so. Certainly, Sir, what certain mem-
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bhers of this House and the community arve entitled
t0 hear from the introducer of the Biil is that at
least some elaborate investigation has been made.
Give ug some sort of proof,—present facts and

figures to prove that you have gone thoroughly into
‘the possibility of acquiring these public atility Com-

panies and that having found it to be. practically
impossible at the moment yvou have to fail back on
this Bill. But do not come here and merely say
{that because we are spending money on housing—
and I do not know what money we are spending on
housing, except the Tiabour Welfare funds—or be-
causg  we expect  to start a deep water harbour
gscheme sometime in the future, you have had to
abandon, even for the time being, the proposals for
the nationalization of public utilities. Or do not
merely iiell us that because the British Labour Party
has had to stop its nationalization programme you
ghould stop with yours too. At least, the British
Labour Party have made a beginning with the na-
tionalization of coal and transport and we have not
heard it pronounced officially that they have stopped
their programme for further nationalization. But we
are being told by the local Government that we are
ooing to stop before we have started. T want {c make
my positien perfectly clear. T am not suggesting
for a moment that we can geti up in this country
and nationalize indiscriminately industries and pub-
lie services, As a matter of fact, the only industry
of any importance in this island is the sugar mdus-
try. To talk about nationalizing the sugar industry
you have to be quite clear in your mind whether
you intend to nationalize the manufacture of sugar.
If you want to nationalize the manufacture of sug-
ar, that is quite possible but to nationalize the grow-
ing of the sugar would mean the acquisition by the
Government of almost every square inch of arable
land in this country, which would be impractical at
the moment. But apart from the nationalization of
industries, mwost decidedly there was easy access for
the reaching out by the Government into the ae-
quisition and control of public utilities. T repeat,
Sir, that either we should be told by the Govern-
ment that it has exhausted every single opportunity
for discharging what is in reality its obligation to
the country or the Government should admit its in-
capacity to reduce its pet political platform propo-
gitions from the level of academic theories to con-
rrete legislative measures. This Bill must be a very
peor sop to people who were told, as has been al-
ready quoted by the honourable member on my left,
four years ago ‘‘if you return us to power, within

six monthg we will nationalize the Electricity Ser-

vice.”” This Bill, T repeat, must be a poor sop to
them; it must be a source of acute disappointment.
After all, apart from the financial encumbrances
which any State imposes upon itself when it takes
aver a pubiic utility service, it must be also borne
in mind that an nndertaking of this sort is an in-
vestment and that apart from incurring the liabil-
ity involved, there is the prospect of the State earn-
ing the invariably handsome profits which are made
by the public utility and with which it is hoped
eventually to amortize the financial obligation that
it has assumed. It is not merely a question. Sir,
of taking over a public utility and hoping thati one
of these days vou may be able to pay back the
mouney you borrowed to acquire it. No private util-
ity operates for the health of the Company Direc-
tors; they operate because they make money. The
honourable member on my left talks abort controlling
dividends. Those dividends admittedly are there.
We want to be told that it it beyond the financial
capacity of the Government, bearing in mind the

4

dividends returned by the public utilities to take
the step o nationalize them. I repeat that by its
pretensions, by its professions, by its very nomen-
clature, the Party in power has obligated itself to a
step of that sort. 1, Sir, share the disappointment
which must be felt by a large number of people in
thiz colony, if we are going to be told that it is
impossible even to acquire the Gas Company, when
the Government already owns the supply of natural
gas and it is merely a yuestion of paying a proper
price for the machinery in Bay Street I repeat that,
in my opinion, it is not so mueh a qguestion of im-
practicability but merely either a decision not to
implement your own proposals or to confess your
inability to implement them. It cannot by any stretch
of the imagination invelve any extra administrative
ability to aequire what is known as the Gas Com-
pany in this country.

Even in the field of Tnsurance, the Government
has been urged to undertake the insurance under the
Workmen’s Compensation Act and if you cannot make
Insurance pay you cannot make anything pay be-
cause Insurance is only a matter of mathematics on
the one hand and efficient and economic management
on the other. I repeat that the community is entitled
to expect more in this direction from the Government
and could hardly be expected to accept with pleasure
what little it has been offered. Now, with regard to
the Bill itself Clause 2 defines the public utilities
which will come within the scope of the Bill. The
honourable introducer said that Transport could have
been ineluded but that we already have an Advisory
Board and a Department of Highways and Transport
and, therefore it was not thought advisable to include
Transport in this Bill. The Advisory Board is—well
the Advisory Board. As a matter of fact, an announce-
ment has been made that ’bus fares will be increased
from the 1st of October and I would like to know if
the Advisory Board knew anything about it.

Ag a matter of fact I am wondering if the Tixe-
cutive Committee knew that bus fares are going to
be increased and I should not at all be surprised to
hear that the Advisory Board did not know. There
has been tremendous opposition in this ITouse to the
establishment of these Advisory Boards and to the

creation of these various government depart-
ments, the Directors of which are given com-

plete power, until such time as we have Responsi-
ble Government. That has always been my posi-
tion and to hear it advanced to-day that the
actual existence of one of these Boards and one
of these omnipotent Directors of a Department is rea-
son enough for not including an essential service such
as Transport in this Bill is positively astonishing.
The seconder of the motion has suggested the in-
clusion of Radio Distribution. With that I expeect
we all agree but I am wondering how the senior mem-
ber for St. George is going to accept the suggestion,
in view of the fact that he has always proelaimed him-
self to be of the considered opinion that the Govern-
ment itself should acquire and operate the service
known as Radio Distribution.

It is all well and good to put whatever vou like
in this Bill. Everything will depend, Sir, in the
final analysis, on the personnel of the Board. The
appointment of its members will be in the hands of
the Head of the Administration. From our experi-
ence of the past and of what has happened we know
fully well who will be appointed to this Board. I
can think of at least one person who will be a mem-
ber of this Board—Mr. Michael Greaves—because he
is said to have had experience in Canada on similar
Boards and T am telling you that in my opinion, when
this Board shall have been appointed, the second state
of the econsnmers in this colony will be worse than
theifirst. We have in the Commission of Enquiry Act
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at least some source of redress but with this Bill we
shall see what we shall see. Furthermore, Sir, with
regard to the Services for which the Bill should oper-
ate—Transport definitely should be included, Radio
Distribution has been suggested, (A voice : Ice Com-
panies (Laughter) 1 feel, Sir, that this is far too
important a matter to be approached with such levity
—1 want to suggest this :

Sugar is the main souree of wealth in this coun-
try; it is the mainspring of our economy and welfare
and it means more to the entire population than any
other industry. I am, therefore, suggesting very seri-
ously, Sir, that in Clause 2 there should be added the
manufacture of sugar in the colony. (Laughter). I
really expected to hear a little laughter from people
who do not know any better but I am amazed at the
Senior Member for St. Joseph. I am suggesting, Sir,
that in Clause 2 of this Bill the manufacture of sugar
should be declared a public utility service or that
there should be inserted a sub-clause 3 to the effect
that the manufacture or the processing of sugar in
the colony shall be a public utility service. If the
Senior Member for St. Joseph, as he has intimated.
sends this Bill to a Select Committee with the ap-
proval of the House I am prepared to furnish the
Select Committee with a copy of an Aet in which a
Publi¢ Utilities Board is empowered to control the
manufacture of sugar in a West Indian colony. I
20 further and say this : Even if I could furnish no
precedent for the suggestion, the peculiar conditions
which obtain in this colony are enough to give some
sort of validity to the proposal I have made.

It is high time that there should be some control
of the manufacture of sugar in the eolony. If we are
setting up a Public Utilities Board, all we nesd do
for the purposes of the Aect, is to declare the manu-
facture of sugar a public utility service, and bring
the operation of sugar factories within the scope
of the Act. If I am a member of the Select Committee
I am prepared to put forward such a suggestion and
to furnish the Committee with a copy of similay
legislation to that which I propose. I am going to
add, for the information of the senior member for
St. Joseph, that the same Public TUtilities Board
which controls the manufacture of sugar to which I
referred, is also responsible for the Telephone, Gas,
Transport and other public utility services in the
particular colony. I think that what I have further
to say now can be deferred until the Bill comess
back from the Select Committee but I want the mein-
bers of the IHouse and of the Select Commiftee o
vonsider very seriously, if we are going to have this
Act—the majority of opinion in the House ig in
favour of it and they will get it—the possibility of
extending its provisions as far as possible o as to
include the manufacture of sugar.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker,—As far as this
Bill is concerned I am expecting, when it is passed
by this House, to see all the flags flying in
Broad Street, and the members of the Opposition ran
say ‘“We, the reaetionaries, lay down the policies and
the Socialists carry them out.”” T am definitely dis-
appointed over this Bill and the debate. so far, is
sufficient to eause me to he in favour of fhrowing
the Bill through one of the windows of this Chamber.
There are some persons, Mr. Speaker. who feel that a
Public Tltilities Board is a good substitute for Na-
tionalization. Nationalization. the fundamental pol-
icy of all Socialists. is not only a guarantee of ser-
vice to the public at an cconomical rate hut it is
also ~a guarantes that the profits acerning from
publie utilities will provide the social amenities thatl
are needed. Tn an over populated colony like Bar-
hacos. there js the tendency to concentrate all +he
wealth in the hands of the few and at the same time
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pauperise the many. The only -alternative te that
would be Nationalization or what is termed ‘‘com-
mon ownership.”” Things that suit large countries
do not necessarily suit small communities sueh as
ours 1s, As regards the personnel of the proposed Pub-
lie Utilities Board, do you think you could find a man
who would have the capability to sit on that Board
and not be thinking as the capitalists think? And
would you expect such a man not to sympathise with
should like to know how the Barbados Museum and
his kind? What you are doing in a Bill of this sort
is to regularize extortion to a greater extent than we
have now, inasmuch as you are giving the mecinbers
of the Publie TUtilities Board arbitrary power to
decide whether the public should pay one cent or
one pound for a commodity. A public utility Com-
pany would have the right of appeal but as far as 1
can see, the public would not have that right and
even if you give the public that right you would
scarcely et any section of it to take the lead, other
than grumble at the decision of the Board. We have
recently had an example of a Bill to give the Gas
Company permission to increase its rates and it is
only through the fortunate power which rested in
the hands of members of the House that representa-
tives of the people were able to sit around a table
with representatives of the Company and other ad-
visers who know and save the public from being robbed
of a certain amount that was recommended by the
Company and supported by figures which they gave;
the result is that that Bill has not been passed into
law yet but with a Public Utilites Board the Company
would have had its way and the public would have
been fleeced. That is only one example but we have
had other examples in this eolony of actions such as
this: A lady in Brighton sold land to one individual
at 6d. per square foot. The Government gave permis-
sion for the setting up of an Assessment Board in
respect of land. Two weeks after, another person
went to buy some of that same land and the lady
stated that the Government says that land should be
sold at 36 cents a square foot but that she would sell
hers at 30 cents a square foot. Nothing but extortion,
corruption and all the evil things vou can think
about! The people of this colony have got to groan
and bear it. I have heard the majority of the mem-
bers ot this House say that they would not support
any increase in bus fares because every concession-
aire makes good profits and they do not deserve any
consideration at the expense of the people. But al-
though that expression has been made by several
members of this House, including the hononrable
member who seconded the motion for the second
reading of this Bill, you have read in the newspapers
that the proposal to increase the bus fares is going
to be carried out. Why? Because you have put too
miueh power in the hands of certain Directors.
Certain officials in this colony think that they can
ride the people rough shod and you know that the
normal tendency i8 to give the strong the favours
from every source in preference to the weak and most
deserving. T would prefer Mr. Speaker, to wait, if I
had to do so for fifty yvears, until T could see my way
to bring in some measure of nationalization instead
of thisz Bill. This is a sop which—T am going to say
50 now because I feel so—is going to be poisonous,—
poisonots becaunse few of us will live to see the real
principles of Nationalization introduced in this c'rﬂ—
onv. Some honourable members and people outside
this HMouse seem to magnify the argument about
nublic ownership of certain produetions. The same
way a few persons can come together and pool their
resonrces and establish bhig Ttility Comnanies, how
comes it that thousands or millions of people in a
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community eannot pool their resources or give per-
mission for their resources to be pooled in order
that they could own whatever utilities there are and
on which their existence depends? It is a joke. I
have often heard the opposers of Nationalization and
Progress say “You kunow that the Government can-
not run anything successfully.” Do you know why
they say that? Because if the Government cannot
show harmony in carrying out its policy, these anti-
nationalisers would continue to do the stupid things
that are done in other countries. Mr. Speaker, I have
seen where in small countries in the West Indies the
Governments own all the Utility Services. (A Voice

Name one). St. Lueia, Trinidad, Grenada, St. Vin-
cent—and honourable members know it too. If they
don’t own one Utility Service they own the other and
I am sure that this Government can own one Utility
Service or the other. There is an Act which permits
you to demand that they present their books and to
go into those books to see if the public is getting its
fair share. But you are going to say now that that Act
is no good and that you are going to appoint a special
Utilities Board which in the end nnght do more harm
by acquiescing to the demands of private enterpris

It is all right for the senior member for the City to
spread before our eyes the nice things which the pub-
lic could get through this Bill. Certainly I agree
with him if human nature was different but as things
are, how do you expect to get those things when every-
body is cutting and slashing each other ? How can
you put this power into the hands of people who are
not sufficiently in sympathy with the people ? In the
first place you are going to say that the supposed
members of the Utilities Board are to be persons who
have high qualifications, who know about the various
industries, how they are run and so on. As I said,
1 prefer the present conditions to go on until you can
really control things and make sure that you are los-
ing nothing. There is another thing, Sir. I notice
that in case a Company fails to carry out an order
given to it, it would be fined $1,000. I have not seen
any provision for a continuity of that fine until the
Company carried out such an order. In a day like
this with the strength of Corporations, a Company
can flout an order given to it and be satisfied to pay
the $1,000 in the expectation that it will recoup itself
by increasing the rates by some other means. That
is & point which T do hope if you reach that stage
vou will elarify. There are some Companies in Ameri-
ca which would prefer to throw away $1,000,000 than
to conform with certain regulations; it pays them to
do so. There is no provision, as far as I see, for that.
As regards the argument of the senior member for the
City about shares being sold to local people, that is
not sufficient. The entire Bill should be thrown away.
T am not satisfied with it. No person who has studied
the principles which are adopted by Socialists could
accept this Bill and be satisfied with it. This is what T
call a setback because it prevents vou from fixing your
attention on Nationalization. You are going to swap
Nationalization for this Bill and if this becomes
operative T do mnot see any of us being able to enjoy
in our lifetime the benefits of Nationalizatior
which should be. I can sympathise with the Oppo-
sition; this is in their interests and that is why T
should expeet them to raise flags to-morrow if this
Bill is passed; they should close their stores and
I am beginning to
wonder who is who. Again, Mr. Speaker, rather
than limit Nationalization to the few public utilities
I agree with the junior member for St. Philip that
there should also be nationalization of the Sugar In-
dustry in this island. We are reaching the point
where it may be neeessary even to nationalize Banks,

‘and Tnsurance Companies. Some people seem to feel
‘that the argument about the

nationalization of

—~

the Sugar Industry is fatuous; it is not; it is only
so to those who are weak minded and who are not
sure where they are. If we say that we are dupli-
cating the policy of the British Labour Party I can
say that they have not backed down from their
policy whatsoever and I agree with the honourable
member who said . that they only resorted to a
temporary recess but that they intend to carry out
the nationalization of steel. I feel that rather than
our backing down on such a policy we should be
making the pace so hot that evem the Bocialists in
England would say ‘“You are a little too fast; you
are going ahead of us; stop and wait for us.’”’ But
we have not started anythmg at all. These public
atilities make huge profits annually and large
premiums go into the pockets of their shareholders
in Awustralia, England, Canada, and elsewhere. If,
through Nationalization, the Government was able
to get those profits owned by the people, it would
be in a position to meet the demands which are daily
increasing through an increasing population. We
eertainly would get far ahead in solving those prob-
lems which we have now. Regardless of what hap-
pens, as the result of the consideration of this Bill,
I want it to be placed on record that I am not in
favour of it, despite whatever amendments may be
made.

Mr. MAPP: This Bill does represent a com-
promise between one side and the other; it is a
compromise between the extreme measure of nation- -
alisation and unfettered private enterprise. To all
Socialists who believe in the policy of nationalisation
it would be a disappointment that the Government
has not yet seen fit to nationalise one or two of
these public utilities. But, Mr. Speaker, although
it is a disappointment to me, yet at times I preach
the gospel of moderation and I believe in half a
loaf being better than mno loaf at all. In this case
I believe that having a body that dan regulate the
rates charged by these public utilities is better than
having no such Body at all, and allowing these .
public utilities to charge the pubhc whatever they
feel like charging, Whether the rates are exorbltamt
or otherwise. I agree that this Bill is a temporary
compromise and in saying that, I am well aware of the
difficulties with which we are faced! I am aware
of the fact that if the Government waits too long
before they nationalise the Gas Company, that
Company will not be nationalised at all, because if
it is allowed to recover and stand on its feet we will
be told that there is no money with which to nation-
elise it, and the same thing applies to the Eleetriz

Company. The longer we wait, the more it will
cost. Some time ago when the Directors of the

Gas Company were very apprehensive about the
Government namonahsmg it, they said that it was
not worth anything; and before much time elapses
and before this Company hecomes financially
heavier than it is to-day, the Government should
take steps to nationalise it. Ion. members haye
lost sight of the fact that the stepping up of this
Company does not prevent the Government from
nationalising it in the near future. If the Govern-
ment wants to nationalise this Compam it can do
80; therefore I agree with this Bill in that it is
better to have half a loaf than no loaf at all. Tt is
better to have some Awuthority to whom the public
ean appeal rather than have no Authority at all. I
agree that a Companv such as Radio Distribution
could be included in this Bill and it is rather unique
to hear that we should include the manufacture of
sugar in the Bill. But to get back to these public
utilities, hon. members will find that the City of

London Corporation has Boards to run services—
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Boards on which members of the public are directly
reple&,cntul to look dltel Ulul interests. if tue
members of a ublic Utilities Doard such as this,
are wisely and properly chosen it can operate very
much to the benefit of the publie, I therefore agies
with the remarks of the hon. junior member for
St. Philip, but in the last resort it will boil dow:
to the kind of repre esentation you bave on this Board.
Lertanﬂy if it is of the nature which I have seen
in this colony in receni years, I consider that this
half loaf wiil be a littie vecter than no loal at ail;
and if vou get personnel in certain areas dppmnsu[
to this Boavd, it will be of no use at all.

[ am feartul about having the expenses uof this
Boald being paid for by the public utilities them-
selves. 1 realise that if the Government bears these
expenses it may be said that the members of the
Board are smlp]v agents for the Government; but
on the other hand, if the public has to bear these
expenses, it will be said that the members of the

Board are the agents of the public. What you want
is impartiality in the Board. I do not agree with
certain proposals in this Bill; you waut an 1mpa1t1a1
Board—a Board comprised of Impartial people not
dependent upon the public utilities for their
salarvies. If the public utilities are paying the
expenses of the Board and an appeal is made by
the consumers of electricity that the rates charged
are too high and the appeal is turned down, w m‘llu
not the public say that this is probably because the
Board iz paid out of the gross earnings of the
Rleetrie Company and it would uot like to see the
rates reduced too far? I should like the expenses
to be paid in proportion to the gross carnings of
these pubh( utility companies. [ am in favour of
having a very fh()rmmh examination made of this
Bill because I do not like certain of its proposals,
T hope therefore that this Bill will be referred to a
Select Committee so that all suggestions will be
earefully considered.

As regards the question of transportation,
while it is true that that is controlled to a certain
extent by the Government, the public know very
well my views about that control and I do not with-
draw one iota about those views. Some hon..mem-
ber mentioned about the rates which the Director
of Highwavs and Transport warned would come
into effect in  October. T do not know if those
rates should come into etfect before they are ap-
proved: or if thev are not to be approved:
but how can vou set up a Board like this to regulaiz
the rates of certain private companies before rvates
can be raised. and at the same time vou allow this
Department to raige the rates of prn'ate oompanws
before the books are presented? You are saving
that vou cannot raise the rates hefore you Took at
the books and vet the Director of chrhwavs and
Transport says that there is to b2 a levelling up of
certain rates. The lowest rates are to be raiged to
the highest, but the highest rates cannot be bronei ht
down: I say that the raising of the rates should not
Le allowed unless the books ars imspected. If T
stand alone T will oppose the policy of the Govern-
ment in this matter because it i3 wrong. Some time

ago T wrote a letter to the Department and T asked
& question in this House relative to the rates along
the St. Thomas route; it was a cuestion of having
an equitable rate for the same ;nileage. When T
asked the Director to level the rates the reply was
that it was not done so: but the Jow rates are being
raised and the Government is gefting the blame—
not the Mead of the Department. This is a matfer
of saving people from themselves. T do wmx dury
to my Party in spite of the fact that people do not

think so, and I also do my duty to the people them-
selves. I am in favour of this Bill although, L
repeat, it is half a loaf, but you have to see that
it is worked properly or you will not have any loaf
at all. T should like to have that part of the Bill
alteved, which makes it appear that the memberg of
this Public Utilitiw Board will be the agents of
private companies: you eannot prevent preople from
saying that the DBoard is cdrryum out what a
company wants. If that provision is in the Cagadian
legislation, there is no reason why it should be in
the Barbados legislation: There is nothing wrong
in the Government paving the expenses of the
Board; we are saying that you cannot charge what-
ever rates vov. like and we therefore come between
vou and the consumer. 1 do not think that it should
be allowed to be said that the Board is acting in the
interest of private enterprise. I think it wopld be
pennywise and pound foolish to say that you do
not agree with this Bill and do 1ot sce that it can
be m‘)do workable so long as you are not 1’(‘@(.,) for
nationalisation. This Blll I [epeat, deces noi
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prevent the Government from pationalising these

companies; it is not until the Secretary of State
sayy you can have mnationalisaticn that you can
nationalise these companies.

Mr. LEWIS: I should like to make a con-
tribution to this debate. This Bill is of Special
interest to me; when the question of the nationafisa-
tion of the Electric Company was discussed in this
House on an Address brought forward by the then
bon. senior member for St. Andrew, I moved an
amendment which was eventually agreed to by ths
House. The idea of the amendment was to p:_'x:evént
the House from being charged with making an
invidious distinetion and a personal attack, so to
speak, on the Electric Company, and I gave the
House the opportunity of expressing itself as being
in favour of the nationalisation of the nublu
utilities in this island. That Address was duly pre-
sented to the.Head of the Administration; I do not
know if any reply was ever sent to the Hous.e, biuii
I do know that it has been frequenfly said in this
House by members of the Executive that the Seere-
tary of State for the Colonies was being consulted
as to our taking ovgr public utilities in this island.
T have not seen or heard what the Secretary of State
for the Colonies has said in comnection with the
matter, but we find that this Bill has come before
us, and as hon. members have said guite rightly, i
is a backing down or a back peddling from the Social-
ist, policy of nationalisation. As to whether you still
retain your desire to nationalise public utilities—it
is doubtful whether you will want to do that with
a Bill of thig sort on the Statute Book. The amend-
ment to the Address to which I have referred was
moved particularly to remove the stigma of a per-
sonal attack on the FElectric Company, it was wove2d
particularly to give the Exccutive Committee the
opportunity of deciding whether the public utilities
wounld be nationalised ome after the other or what
would be the poliey of nationalisation, and they
had the assurance that the House wounld vote the
money for nationalising these publie utilities. Sin- G
then there have been more members in favour of
nationalisation in thix ouse and therefore T see no
reason why we should back down from that policy.
In the meantime we had the Gas Company mien-
tioned as being in an almost derelict condition and
T understand that it was hinted to a member of the
Government that it was possible to buv that Com-
pany at that time Tt was said that the Gas
Company was not it Jrting any ceal for the purpose
of manufacturing cas, and the Government failed
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to take the opportunity to nationalise the derelict con-
cern. From the time 1 heard about natural gas [ heard
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph say that
it should be nationalised. [ have come to the con-
clusion that the Government has abandoned its
policy of nationalising this Company and getting
cheap gas for the people of this eolony. I asked the
honourable member for St. Joseph about buying out
the Gas Co. and he told me they had a franchise by
law and nothing could be doune. I have been
told that the Electric Company had a franchise.
when the hon. senior member for St. Joseph made
the statement about nationalising it in six months
and what am 1 led to believe? We have referred
matters to the Secretary of State and we have been
playing into the hands of people who will put off these
matters; we find that while the United Kingdom
would be willing to aid vs in the matter of the
nationalisation of public wtilities in this colony,
the Colonial Development C(drporation is coming
out and nationalising some of our industries for
the benefit of the people in England. These are
things which we have to watch. . '

It is certainly a compliment to the members of
the Opposition for the Government to adopt
the methoed which they have profounded and
we cannoi say that they did not bring forward a
proposal such as that which we have befors
us. At cne time there was on the Order Paper
standing in the name of the honourable senior
member for the (lity an Address asking for the
appointment of such Boards as the one which iy
provided for in this Bill, and undoubtedly
the honourable member put that forward as
an  alternative tfo  nationalisation.  Therefore
we can pat ourselves on the baek that we
‘have adopted something from the Opposition—
something which they have proposed as an alterna-
tive to a Socialist policy. We have imported into
this colony a Financial Secretary and I would like
to ask: What information has he ever given to
this Government? What information or adviece of
& financial nature has the Financial Seeretary ever
given to thiy Government ? It is, that vou can-
not nationalise. T have not heard about any- reply
from the Secretary of State oun this question of
nationalisation, but I warn the Covernment not to
take his advice because it is obvious that Socialism
in England is not for export; and while nationalisa-
tion is in the afr, the Colomial Development Cor-
peration is taking over some of our existing indus-
tries.

I think it is regrettable that the ‘‘Objects and
Reasons”” of this Bill did not state whence the Bill
was taken; if it had been stated that this Bill had
been taken from legislation in British Columbia or
Alberta some honourable members might have been
able to get advice as to the working of such a Bill,
It is obvious that this Bill was copied from some-
where and it is a pity that honouvable members werse
not given the opportunity of getting some informa-
tion about it. Other Bills have been introduced in
this House and it wag stated they have been taken
from legislation operating in Trinidad or the United
Kingdom or elsewhere. The public debt of this col-
ony is low, the Head of the Administration and
others will tell you that our public debt is low; if
your public debt is the lowest in the area and money
is cheap, when are you going to mnationalise? Are
you going to wait until the Gas Company puts itself
in a position as the A—1 distributing Company in
the world and then take it over? We have lost an
opportunity becaunse we have no foresight. These
Companies have engineered this Bill so that respon-

sibility te the public will be put on the shoulders
of tias Board; betore long you will discover that a
Bill of this nature has got the Board involved. You
cannot say what rates a company must charge if
you do not say what it must pay out in wages: the
two things are inextricably bound up and you can-
not tell me that that is not so. The moment the
Union asks for any increase in wages, a company
will say: ‘1 must put up my rates.”’ That is where
this Board is going to run into difficulties: It will
be blamed for all the things that go wrong. I defy
anybody to tell me otherwise; the Board must regu-
late wages as it regulates the rates. In the preseni
law there is a provision that these companies can
charge up to the maximum rates and that is where
they have been getting away with murder.

I think that the members of this House should
see that it is in the hands of the Head of Adininistra-
tion to choose the members of this Board. We have
given up many of the privileges which we had par-
ticularly in the appointment of Boards because we
were promised ministerial status; but our privilege
has gone, our power has gone and ministerial status
has not yef come. 1i behoves us to see that we retain
some authority in matters of this sort. The trans-
port system should be under the control of this Board ;
we are going to have an inereage in fares and I am
glad to say that the City is not included in that. If
owned in St. Michael you may not have to raise the
fares because what you lose in the round-abounts
a case has been made out for mationalisation, it is
in raspect of the bus service. If the buses were
vou will get in the swings. If you have a publie
transport system owned by the Government that is
the only way in which you can have cheap transport.
As regards the water supply. I am afraid that
although it ig controlled by the Government, it has
not been extended as it should bave been. There
has not been any foresight in connection with the
extension of the water supply and that is why we
find ourselves in the position in which we are today.
I do not see that any harm can be done ¥ yon giva
this Board power to extend this serviece; it could
review the whole syvstem and advise the Government.

I am voting against the second reading of this
Bill because I feel that I am in honour bound to do
g0. 1 can only say that thigs Bill will definitely put
back nationalisation; it will take away the headaches
which the companies have and they will say; ‘“‘Thc
Government Board says I must charge you so mucix
and you can go and see the Board.”” And the Board
might be satisfied with the books that are presented
to it. Another point is this: if you are going to have
federation and you are going to finance a federal
schieme, T think it is time that we make haste and
keep the profits in respect of privately-owned pu]qlic
utilities within the island. If we want federation
we will have to pay an admission fee, therefore let
us prevent money from going out of the colony. If
it will pay people ontside to operate a telephone or
an electric serviee, it will pay people in Barbados
to do it, and as soon as the rates are pushed up you
say that the serviee should be run by the Govern-
ment. The Government has been given an assurance
of the House on this question of nationalisation and
they have not told us what they were told by the
Qecretary of State for the Colonies. We have mnot
had anv economic survey because the members _of
the House will not let somebody come and n}ake it.
One honourable member of this House said that
£1000 wonld be too much money to pay Ffor
somebody coming There and making an eco-
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nonlie survey of this colony. We have a small publie
debt, a guaranteed preference and we are folu tha:
we can borrow mouney at 4%¢ interest; L want to xunow
what better conditiong are we waiting for betore w:
nationalise. The British Government started a nation-
alisation scheme and they bad to back dowu when
they lost the majority after an election; but the
position in this colony is different. Hven with the
loss of a large majority the British Government will
persist in nationabsation but they will not encourage
Barbados in it. I am not going to make any motioun;
1 must say that 1 am surprised fo hear how honour-
able members speak against this Bill and do not make
any motion for its rejection. I am not making any
motion because 1 may be placed in an awkward post-
tion; but this Bill is merely shifting responsihility
to a Board appointed by the Head of the Adminis-
tration. In his Speech from the Throne the Head
of the Administration endorsed the appointnient of
& Public Utilities Board and it looks to me as if we
are not men enough to stand up to the responsibility
of Socialism. It seems to me that we are faltering
now that the time has come for us to put into prac
tice what we have been preaching.

Mr. MILLER : Like some of the previous speai-
ers 1 believe that this Bill will answer a crying need,
but T accept it as a pale imitation of what Socialism
is. This Bill is utterly an instrument of capitalism;
it is a hindrance to the march of progress. The in-
ventors of electricity had in mind that electrieity
was a prime necessity for the people but after 100
years electricity still remains the preserve of the few.
T feel that this Bill is a sad mistake and a pale, cheap
imitation of what Socialism means. T am thinking
of 1937 when people were shot down in the streets and
somne of them were left to die like dogs. We elimjbed
on the backs of people, we promised them nationalisa-
tion of these public utilities if we were given a
majority in this House and here we have a mistake
—an agricultural Bill, an instrument of the rieh.
This Bill is intended to destroy the socialist view
and not even the Prime Minister of England could
satisfy me that that is not so. This Bill will have no
effect on nationalisation; it will bring peace of mind
to those who oppose nationalisation. It is a farce
and it is not in accordance with Socialist views. The
writing happens to be on the wall; this Bill is some-
thing like the vampire which takes to night to take
advantage of its vietims, and T say it is wrong. It
is a solace and peace of mind to those who want to
continue to exploit the people; it is in sharp contrast
to the march of progress. Think of the many people
who should benefit from electricity; to-day yon have
to o to the Manager of the Electric Company, take
off your hat, form fours and salute so as to ask for
an installation. He will tell you that it will cost you
$40 to get that installation when it should only cost
vou a few dollars. Look at the honourable senior
member for the City; he is smiling because he knows
that this Bill is mockery. The suffering people are
wondering if nationalisation will ever come about.
After hearing the Speech from the Throne, I am sur-
prised to see that this Bill has been brought down by
a Socialist Government: I believe that the honourable
Teader of the House intends to do something for the
people; but it is wrong to bring down a Bill of this
sort. There is no exeuse about not having any money ;
immediately after the War England nationalised
the conl mines with dollars and cents. T repeat that
this Bill is a mistake: it will grieve this Party which
deserves to suffer. The people want to go forward;
we promised to do something for them and this Bill
is a means of destroying that promise. This Bill will
e¢o down in historv as a mistake; nationalisation is
our only hope. There is nothing wrong about nation-
alisation : when there was a Tory Government which

kuew of nothing but exploitation, they decided that.
water should be placed in the hands of the people..
To-day we have advanced and we have a Socialist Gov-
ernment ; we have asked the people to give us a major-
ity and to-day natioualisation happens to be a dream.
Look at the quiet composure of the members of the
Opposition; they are lauding the Government and
praising it to the skies. 1t swits them to do that now
that this Bill has been brought down—a Bill which
we of the Labour P’arty came to fight against. 1 am
saying all this with a deep feeling. You could pay
down some money on a public utility and pay the re-
mainder in 30 years: you do not want to have all the
money at once. You have the (#as Compauy; [ have
spent quite @ lot of time to show that people could get
gas at a cheap rate and now we have this Bill before us.
When we talked about nationalisation in this House,.
much fear went Into the hearts of the rich, but now
we have a turning of the tables. I know what will
happen after what [ have said to-night; I am not
altogether foolish. 1 have unothing to lose but my
life. (Cheers). I am concerned about the people’s.
henefit. 1 want it to go on record that it is a real
mistake for a Labour Government to bring down a
Bill which is a cheap imitation of Socialism.

Mr. GARNER : I am not going to say very
much about this Bill; much has been said against this.
Bill and T will begin by saying that I, too, am dis-
appointed abont it. 1 am a Socialist by birth; I came
into this House as a Socialist and up to this day I
retain my views. The day on which T am not so in-
elined, T will leave the House. I must say I feel that
this Bill is only a palliative, This Bill is a com-
promise which true Socialists will never swallow. I
know that my good friend on my immediate left took
great pride in seconding the motion for the second
reading of this Bill; it was exactly what he elamoured
for during the last election campaign. On the other
hand the members of the Labour Party and those of
the Congress Party swere almost unanimous in their
programme for the nationalisation of the public utili-
ties. I am ,of a vevolutionary nature; however

T feel that it would be unfair to the honourable Lead-

er of the House to put more weight on him at this
hour.

Mr. ADAMS : The lateness of the hour would.
have prevented me from saying anything at all but
it is my duty to stick to the Rules of the House and
not reply when the House goes into Committee in the
consideration of this Bill. It is my duty to reply
now. I am going to reply in the only way suitable
to the members of this Party who have seen fit, with-
out the slightest preliminary warning, to attack the-
Governmgnt as if it was most vicious, dishonest and
treacherous; and to have done that after T made it
clear that if the money was in the Treasury—if we
did not have to provide for housing, a Deep Water
Harbour and an extension of the General Hospital
—a Resolution would have been eoming down to this
House for nationalisation and this Bill would not
have seen the light of day. I do not think that the:
honourable senior member for St. George was doing
more than repeating something which he would have
to get off his chest whatever the Bill before the House-
was. 1 cannot conceive of people belonging to a
Party and purporting to support the Government,
making the type of speeches which they have made:
after hearing the Leader of the Government say that
the Glovernment has not altered its views on the ques-
tion of nationalisation but that it is purely a matter of
£. s. d. and if the oil gushes in good quantities we
will buy out these Companies. Honourable members
have referred to what I said in Queen’s Park that if"
we are given power within six months we will nation.
alise the Electric Company; it is my dutv to forget
their infantile speeches whieh will come back to theus
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to their regret-—noi mine.
member for the City says that it should have been
stated in the Bill that the legislation had been taken
from British Columbia and he would have known; he
knows that the members of this Party meet every
Monday night, he refuses to come and ask questions
but he gets up in the House and attacks the Govern-
ment instead of coming around to me even to-day and
asking for information. Unfortunately the honour-
able senior member for St. George has followed him
down that track which is longer tham they think.
When they come to the end they will find that that
track is only a cul-de-sac; it will not lead up any
steps. I have served the people of this country for
many years, using my judgment to the best of my
ability ; 1 will be infinitely more eareful in future in
expending my energy in asking people to put this or
that candidate in the House of Assembly. (Mr.
CrAWFORD : A man reaps what he sows, you know) The
honourable member may be right; Ihave puta_great
deal of confidence in people and I am getting & hard
kick from my friends. A Bill of this sort has paved
the way to nationalisation in other countries of the
world, This is no compromise; imagins the honour-
able senior member for St. John preferring to wait
for 50 years for nationalisation rather than control
public utilities by this Bill to-day. Could you want
more absurdity than that? I repeat that a Publie Utili-
ties Bill has been proved to be the half way house
to nationalisation in other parts of the world. I
bave promised and I said it for the benefit of the
companies that we are not compromising ; as soon as
the money is forthcoming we are buying out these
companies. It is the duty of the Government to let
the companies’ shareholders in London know that.
1f honourable members had the slightest political
decency and sense of loyalty to their Party would they
not have come and ask; “Why have you not brought
down 'a Bill for nationalisation?”” I can understand
the honourable junior member for St. Philip; until
the day of his death—I hope that it will be long -—he
will be attacking me. I would feel that there is some:
thing wrong if I did not bear an attack from him, and
he has been far milder than the members of this Party
who only had to stick to what they have promised to
do—to discuss every Bill before coming to the House
and ask questions about it before coming here. The
honourable junior member for the City cannot help
doing these things, but there is some hope for the
honourable senior member for St. George ; that is why
I said I regret that he is following the honourable
junior member for the City. The honourable member
has referred to the Speech from the Throne; I told
him I knew what that Speech would have been. I
discussed it as the Speech affecting this island even
although the views expressed in it were those of the
Governor himself. 1 spent some hours and made it
quite clear that the policy of the Government to set
up a Public Utilities Board does not conflict with
nationalisation. The honourable junior member for
the City has a habit of speaking as if he knows all
and dares the Government to contradict him; he does
not know that in nine cases ont of ten I do not give
myself the trouble to eontradict him, but I will do it
on this oceasion. The honourable member cannot
agree with anybody on earth; he has by innuendo at
one time and directly at another time, said that the

Secretary of State for the Colonies has put up some- |

thing to us the honourable member ought to kuow that
in 1947 the then honourable senior member for St.
Andrew (Mr. Havnes) introdueced an Address which
was passed with an amendment made by the honour-
able junior member for the Citv, and the two of them
went to Government House with it. For the benefit of
anyv doubting Thomas I could give the dates in this
file of communications and the substance of the com-

The honourable junior‘

munications between this Government and ths Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies. Never have we asked
the Secretary of State for the Colonies. whether we
should nationalise or not. The honourable member says
that Socialism is not for export; the Secretary of State
for the Colonies has never been asked about nationalis-
ation; he has been told that we intend to nationalise.
The constitutional position in Barbados is such now
that they do not dream to hint to us what our poliey
should be.

There are some things which entail the approval
of the United Kingdom Treasury: none of the col-
onies can borrow money without the approval of the
United Xingdom Treasury and we have to say for
what reason we are borrowing money because ii
we become bankrupt they have to repay the money.
That information could have been obtained from
the Opposition or anybody else. We have asked: Can
we float a loan for the Deep Water Harbour, for the
Ten Year Development Plan and also for the pur-
pose of buying out these Corpanies? and the answer
is: ““We do not think that the United Kingdom Treas-
ury will give you permission to raise a loan for all
these purposes. You have to consider the financial
position of Barbados.”” We have said that we will not
come down for any fresh capital expenditure unless
we have made our fiscal survey. We want to unlock
the hard hearts of the United Kingdom
Treasury for they are hard. All that information
I am giving to the honourable junior member
for / St. Philip; I wrepeat that money would
have to be raised with the permission of the
Tnited Kingdom Treasury. I am supposed to have
saild that the Gas Company has a franchise and that
is why we could do nothing about it, but that is not
true; document after document. will show that as far
as that Company is concerned I have been pressing
since 1947 for something to be done about it. I have
told the House that the sum to be paid to the
person for going into the matter plus the cost
of his passage would proably be what the Gas
Company would cost. Then came the question of
nationalising oil and it was decided that we should
20 into the whole question. The question of the
Electric Company increasing their rates after the
Barbados Workers’ Union got an increase for
the workers, made us realise that if we have not got
the money to buy out this Company, we must at least
control the Company and when they say that they
cannot -afford to do anything we must know whether
that is true or not. When we have a Publie Utilities
Board, the Board ecan compel these companies to
produce doeunments in their possession and we will
know everything possible about these companies, if
today we came with a Resolution to buy the Blectric
Company we would be buying a pig in a poke; but
with a Publiec Utilities Board we would know every-
thing that we have a right to know about these com-
panies. Today these companies can say: ‘“We can-
not reduce the rates because our expenses are so
much; but as soon as this Bill is passed, there is
nothing under the stun connected with these Com-
panies that we will not know. Suppose we even had
the money today to buy these Companies; ‘would it
not be infinitely better to know the innermost work-

| ines of these Companies before buying them? Can-

not honourable members see that this Bill should be
the preliminary step to nationalisation? Even if we
+ad the money to buy out these Companies we should
Aiseover how they are working first. We might find
+hat we should not even buy out the Gag Company;
=~ might find that as a going concern it is worth a
~ertain amount, but if on the other hand we are con-
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vinced that it is not worth anything we will want tc
establish. ovr own concern which will force out the
present Company. Natural gas is nationalised and the
wells are ours as much as the oil.

I am sorry that I have spoken at such length,
but it is my duty .as. Leader .of the Government to
refute the allegation that iwe .are traitors to the coun-
try and that.the. Secretary of State for the Colonies
has put something to us. We say that if we do not
have the money to buy out these companies, we should
stop them from inecreasing their rates. We had a few
Canadian gentlemen in this colony besides Mr. Tanner
and we saw at once that it was this Canadian legisla-
tion that we needed and we have come down to the
House with this Bill. T want to say in conclusion that
if those honotrable members who were elected to
support this' Government choose to stand on their
feet today and accuse the Government of being trait-
ors to the country, we now know who our friends
are. We are not afraid of a trial of strength; and
in future this Government is going to be very cateful
with whom we associate.

The question that this Bill be now read a seconi
time was put and resolved in the affirmative, the fol-
lowing division being taken :—

Ayes: Dgr. Commins, Messrs, Smrre, MILLER,
Marp, Bryan, Cox, Apams, Morriey, GARNER, Griy,
GoppArp, Warp and WiLsmsoN-—13,

Noes: Messrs. ALipeR, Lewis and CRAWFORD—3.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—The suggestion has
been made that this Bill be referred to a Seleet Com-
mittee and | must agree with that suggestion. - I there-
fore beg to move that this Bill be referred to a Select
Committee.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

Mr. SPRAKER: The question is that this Bill
be referred to a Seleet Committee. Honourable mem-
bers in favour of that will please say “‘Aye,”” those
against will please say ‘‘No.”” T think the ‘‘Ayes”’
have it. Subject to the approval of the House, I ap-
point the following honourable members to serve on
that Select Committee — The honourable senior
member for S8t. Joseph (Mr. Apams), the hon-
ourable senior member for St. Thomas (Dr, Cum-
MinNg), the honourable junior member for St. James
(Mr. WiLkixsox), the honourable junior member
for St. Philip (Mr. CraAwWFORD), the honourable senior
member for the City (Mr. MorrLeY) and the honour-
able junior member for St. Michael (Mr. Bryan).

THE ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ADAMS: The Order Paper will remain as
it is at present. I bew to move that this House do now
adjourn to this day week. the 29th day of Angust,
1950, at 3 p.m. "

Dr. CuMwmixs seconded the motion which was
agreed to and Mr. Spraxrer adjourned the House ae-
cordingly . .
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