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T H E  

Ouse of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL . REPORT) 

SESSION 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday 12th Dcccmber, 1950. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly 

met a t  3 o'clock p.m. today. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker), 
His Honour Mr. A. E .  S. LEWIS (Deputy Speaker), 
Blr. L. E. SMITH (Chairman of Committees), Dr. H. 
G. H. CUMMIXS, M. D. C. RI.  Messrs D. A. F o s ~ ,  
F. E.  MILLER. R. G. B~APP, T. 0. BRYAN, M. E. COX 
H. A. Dow~~lvo,  E. L. WARD, G. H. ADAMS, B. A., 
and 0. T. ALLDER. 

Prayers were read. 
Mr. WILKINSON entered the House and took his 

seat. 

MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting which was held on 
the 28th November, 1950, having been circulated were 
taken as read and confirmed. 

DOCUMENT 

Mr. SPEAKER3: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received the Report ,of the 
Highway Commissioners of the parish of St. Peter 
for the half year ended the 30th September, 1950. 

Mr. G m  entered the House and took his seat. 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I have the honour 
to  present from His Excellency 'the Governor the 
f olloming Message :- 
& ~ ~ S A G E  NO. 33/1950 

His Excellelucy The Govemor 
To 

The Honouvable The House of Assembly 

His Escellency the Governor has the honour to 
refer to the Address from the Honourable Members of 
the House of Assembly dated the 8th of August, 1950, 
and to inform 'the Honourable House that Mr. J. W. 
Parris, late Marshal of the House, has received in 
full the benefit's which accrued to him under the Pro- 
visions of the Pension Act, 1907-2, Section 10. 

2.  His Excellency also desires to inform the 
Honourable House that a Resolution to provide the 
sum of twelve hundred dollars as a gratuity to Mr. 
D. A. Banfield in respect of his six months' service as 
Deputy Clerk will shortly be submitted for their 
favourable consideration. 
Government House, 

Bridgetown. 
7th December, 1950 

L. SAVAGE, 
Governor., 

NOTICES 

Government iYotices mere given as follows :- 
Mr. ADAMS: R.esolution to place the sum of 

$149,010 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1950-51, 
Part  11, Capital, as shown i n  the Supplementary 
Estimataa 1950-51 No. 33, which form the Schedule 
t~ this Resolution. I may tell honourable membzrs 
that this is the long-promised Resolution dealing 
with the Coleridge-Parry rand Chalky Mount Schools 
and the Pine houses. I hope honourable memberb 
will be able to deal wit& this Resolution today be- 
cause I have cyclo-styled copies of it to be circulated 
among them. I am entirely in the hands of honour- 
able members in  this matter. 

Mr. ADAnfS: Resolution to place the sum of 
$64,806, at  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1950-51, 
Par t  I, Current, as shown in  the Supplementary 
Estimates 1950-51, NO. 34, which form the Schedule 
to this Resolution. 

Mr. COX: Bill to amend the Trade Act 
1910. 

Mr. ADAMS : Bill to amend the Workmen's Com- 
pensation Act, 1943. 

Mr. ADAMS: Bill to make provision for the 
division of the Parishes and the City of Bridgetown 
into Registration Districts for the purposes of the 
preparation and revision in relation to each such 
parish and the City of Bridgetown of registers of dl 
persons entitled to be registered as voters a t  an 
election of a member of the General Assembly for 
such parish and the City of Bridgetown, for purposes 
connected therewith and incidental thereto. 

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the 
House int,o Committee of Supply at  its next meeting 
to deal with the money Resolutions of which I have 
just given notice. 



Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move for the 
suspension of Rules 88 and 89 in order to deal with 
the first Resolution of which I have just given notice. 
I wish (to say in the most solemn terms that I am 
going to distribute copies of this Resolution and if 
honourable members say that they will not go on 
with it, then we will not go on with it. If we reach 
a certain stage and honourable members want to stop 
there, we will stop there; if they are willing to go on 
and get more information next Tuesday,I am quitp 
willing to do that. 

Messrs. G~DDARD and R ~ C E  entered the Houw 
and took 'their seats. 

Mr. U P P  : Of the following Address :- 

The House of Assembly 
To 

His Exaellemcg the Governor 

1. The House are of the opinion that in the 
interests of colonial peoples and! of the Common. 
wealth, it is essential that our people should be repre- 
sented at the forthcoming conference of Common- 
wealth Prime Ministers and at  all future conferences 
concerning the Commonwealth by representatives 
appointed by them. 

2. The House would deem i t  a severe slap to 
the aims and aspirations of colonial peoples in their 
struggle for self-government within the Common- 
wealth should such direct representation bl: denied 
them. 

3. The House are unalterably opposed to the 
representation of the interests of the colonies solely by 
the Prime Minister of His Majesty's Government 
i n  consultation with the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies and consider such a procedure as incom- 
patible with the oft-expressed policy of the said Gov- 
ernment (towards self-government for the colonies. 

4. The House would also bring i t  to the atten- 
tion of the said Government that just as i t  was thought 
just and advisable, in the inlterest of the colonies and 
the Commonwealth, to have a colonial representative 
included in the United Kingdom delegation to the 
Uaited Nations in Paris in 1948, so i t  is just and ad- 
visable to have representation of a similar kind at 
the Conference in question and all such future Con- 
f erences. 

5. The House would draw attention to their 
Address of March 22, 1949, urging direct representa- 
tion in  a matter which affects the West Indian col- 
onies and 'the expressions of this House which that 
Address evoked, and regret that no reply has been 
received $and the opinions of this House have been 
so rudely ignored. 

6. The, House ask tbt  Your Excellency be sc 
good as to forward at  the earliest possible time the 
text of this Address to His Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Mr. MAPP : Of my intention to  move for 
the passing of this Address later in the Day. 

Mr. MOTTLF~ entered the House and took his 
seat. 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. BLLDER : To enquire of the Senior Mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee present at the nexi 
meeting of the House of Assembly: 

(1) Is it true that certain vacancies have oc. 
curred a t  Bowmainston and other pumping sta,tion 
in the colony during the past months, due to illness 
and death among the employees? 

(2) If  the answer to question one is in the 
~ffirmative, will the Government state, 

(a)  How many vacancies have so occurred? 
(b) How many of such vacancies have been 

filled ? 
( 3 )  I s  i t  true that workmen are asked to do more 

,han their fair share of work? 
(4) I s  the Government aware that, there is a 

cenera.1 state of d3dsatisfaction among the staff of 
,hew pumping stations due to the unsatisfactory 
:onditions of employment,? 

(5) If the answer to question (3) is in  the neg- 
stive, will tse  Government state why these vacancies 
h a ~ e  not been filled ? 

(6) If the answer to question four is in the 
%ffirmative will the Government cause an investiga- 
tion to be carried out at  'this Department, with a 
riem to renloring all causes for dissatisfaction? 

Mr. LEWIS:  To enquire of the Senior Member 
)f the Executive Committee present at  the next meet- 
ing of the House : 

I s  i t  the intention of Go~lernment to countenance 
the practice of Dentistry in the Island generally by 
registered Medical Practitioners? 

REPORT O F  SELECT CONMITTEE 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to present 
the Beport ok the Select Committee appointed to con- 
sider and report on the Bill intituled an  Act to pro- 
vide for the regulation of Public Utilities, and tvo  
separate Xinority Reports. 

Mr. CRAWFORD entered the House and took his 
seat. 

Mr. WILKINSON; Xr. Speaker,-With refer- 
ence to the Report which I heard the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph say he has presented, 
I would like to draw your attention to Rule 190. 
That Rule says : 

"The Report of a Committee is brought up by 
the Chairman and is ordered to lie on the Table or is 
otherwise dealt with as the House may direct." 

Now, Sir, I got a copy of this Report last Sat- 
urday; I did not see i t  before and I did not sign it, 
nor perhaps the honourable senior member for the 
City. I t  is true that we were consulted about the 
Report; the Deputy Clerk came to me and brought 
the draft Report to which I suggested amendments 
and I asked him to take it up  to the honourable 
senior member for the City, which he did. The hon- 
ourable senior member for the City communicated 
with me by telephone in connection with the Report 
and that is las far  as we went. I was mtuuqied to 
see, Sir, that with your permission, copies of the 
Report had been circulated last Saturday because 1 
received my copy yesterday a t  mid-day. As 1 un- 
derstand May's Parliamentary Rules, i t  is a breach 
of the privilege of the House to circulate any Report 
unitil i t  has 'b'een laid on the Table, and Sir, I wouId 
like to have your ruling on the point. As I said, - 
neither the honourable senior member for the City 
nor myself signed the Report, and I think it is a most 
scandalous thing to send out a Report in that manner. 
Like the honourable senior member for St. Jweph, 
we are anxious to get this matter though,  but we 
want i t  done in the proper may. I would like your 
ruling, Nr .  Sneaker, as to whether i t  is in order for 
a Report to be circulated befone it h &gned and 
laid on the Table of the Rouse. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-The Deputy Clerk 
cannot answer for himself and therefore I am going 
to answer for him. I am sorry that the honourable 
member who has just spoken has seen fit to use such 



strollg lwguage; because instead of doing that, he 
cdght have called the Deputy Clerk in private and 
communicated to him his feelings in the matter. In 
that case, we would never have had that regret tab!^ 
display. I am going to accept the honourable men1 
ber's statement that he is anxious to get this Report 
before the House, at  its face value; but i t  is unfor- 
tcnate especially at a time when people who ought t u  
know better-I say nothing more a t  this moment-- 
are accusing this House of all sorts of things, that the 
honourable member should have made that dhplay 
In respect of thiisl Bill, the offensive term of rajlroad 
ing Measures through the House cannot be used. ;hb 
far as I remember, this Bill was brought into the 
Eouse on the 25th of July a d  it wa+ given it3 
second reading and referred to a Select Committee on 
the 22nd August. For one reason or another--and 
I 3%-ill state some of the reasons - the Bill was not 
considered. I was out of the island during the whole 
of September and sometimes honourable members of 
the Select Committee expected written notices of 
meetings and were not satisfied with a notice by tele- 
phone; sometimes honourable membws had to at- 
tend Vestry meetings ancl other reasons pre~enteci 
the Select Committee from functioning as often as 
ir, should function. The Public Utilities Bill is of the 
utmost importance to this colony and as Chairman 
of the Select Committee and the Leader of the Gov- 
ernment, I am anxious to se'e that this Bill is brought 
into effect. The Deputy Clerk ha,% recounted every 
possible point that was made by the Select Commit 
tee; he went through line by line the suggestions 
which were made and incorporated them in the Rt 
port as hmourable members. mill see ; he wen$ through 
with the two honourable members present - the 
honourable junior member for St. Jamee and the 
honourable senior member for the City - the points 
which they had made and they agreed that those 
mere the things which they wanted put in their Min- 
ority Report. I n  common fairness to the Deputy Clerk, 
I say that nothing that was mentioned has been on+- 
ted from the Minority Report. The honourable 
junior member for St. James has agreed that noth- 
ilrg has been omitted from the Minority Report. 
7 he Deputy Clerk, knowing the anxiety of members 
of the Select Committee to get the Report befor2 
the House, after going through the poihtis mentioned 
by the two honourable members, incorporated them 
ill the Minority Report; and if, unfortunately he did 
not get the actual sigaatures of the two honounable 
members on the manuscript before the Report was 
circulated, how could you say that something scan- 
dalous has been done ? It might be said that there was 
an omis$on o'n the part of t b  Deputy Clerk, but by 
what stretch of the imagination even on the p a ~ t  
of a Barbadian or of people who like to me extrav 
agant language. could you say that what has bee11 
done is scandalous? The honourable junior member 
for St. Philip agreed to the Minority Report but h: 
xanted to introduce something which I understo$d 
from the Deputy Clerk could not be summarized. He 
wanted what appears as his Report and I do no1 
suppose he offecs any objection to the Report having 
been c'rculated; but i t  is a wicked suggestion to  makt 
that some high-handed thing. has been done in bring- 
ing this Report before the House without the actual 

note that it is confidential what harm has been done? 
If the honourable junior member for  St. James had 
used the language of moderation, perhaps I might 
have sat and smiled, and wondered a t  his1 discop- 
Mure ; but when he gets up  and uses strong language 
iu the presence of a person who cannot defend him- 
self, then I must protest. I cannot see that anything 
scandalous has been done, that there has been any 
breach of privilege of the House or anything of the 
sort. 1 have not spoken with the Deputy Clerk on the 
point; but I doubt very much whether he would have 
circulated this Report without Your Honour's per- 
mission. The honourable member should have at 
least enquired on whose au'thority this Report was 
circulated; but he must have seen underlined on the 
Report the words : "Circulated with the permission 
of His Honour the Speaker." I submit that this 
Report would not have been c i rc~la ted  without Your 
Honour's permission. I admit that there has 
been a lapse and I would say that for all the years 
I have known the honourable member in  this 
House, he is not generally guilty of opposing 
for the sake of opposition and criticising merely be- 
cause he happens not to be in the same Party as  the 
Party supporting the Government. I make bold to 
sap that this House is upholding by way of tradition 
as much as any previous House has upheld; I hope 
therefore that the honourable junior member for St. 
James will not pursue this matter any further and 
that we will have heard the last of it. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Like the honourable mem- 
ber who has just sat d o m ,  not only am I anxious to 
see the Public Utilities Bill enacted, but I think 
I won my seat in  this honourable Chamber because I 
spoke about the necessity of public utilities and their 
control by legislation. As the honourable member 
said, this Select Committee was appointed in August 
and for one reason or another meetings were abortive ; 
but I am sure he will agree with me 'that every 
member of the Committee tried his best, when he 
got notice of a meeting, to be present. I can speak 
for myself and also for the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Jpmes that on all occasions when we got 
notice a t  least 24 hours beforehand, we turned up a t  
meetings. Honourable members might smile, but I do 
not promise anybody to turn up  a t  a meeting if I 
have not had 24 hours' notice iof it .  I, like all the 
others, have my living to work for. Mr. Speaker, the 
hon. junior member for St. James would appear on 
the face of it, to have generated a lot of heat, but 
there must be some resent.ment lover this matter. I t  is 
true that the Deputy Clerk communicated with me 
and showed me what he proposed to write a s  the 
Minority Report ; I suggested certain amendments 
and communicated with the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Jlames on the telephone and he agreed with 
the amendments. That is absolu.tely correct. I do not 
think that the honourable junior member for St. 
James has, up to now, accused the Depnty Clerk of 
doing something which is wrong; he has admitted 
that the Depnty Clerk communicated with him and 
told him "This is what has been suegested to me by  
the honourable senior member for the City, and th$ 
is what I am going to pnt ip the Minority Report." 
UD to there all is well and ~ o o d .  But the honourable r&ual siGatures of those honourable member A ;I n whose names appear tr the Minority Report. I re , jnnior member for St.  James is bringing to the 

t eived mv copy (of the Report with a notification in 
red ink that. it was confidential, and I assume$ tha 
the Deputy Clerk or Librarian or whoever was re- 
sponsible for sendincr out the Report knew that befor- 
it is laid on the Table of the House, i t  is, a confide11 
tial document. He has not sent it to the public; 
if he sent it only to members of the Rouse with 

ncltice >of the House the provisions of Rule 190. 
The Report; of a Committee, according to that Rule, 
must be brought up by the Chairman-in thiq case 
the Chairman is the Leader of the R o u v  the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Joseph-thm i t  must 
6e laid on the Table of the House or dealt with as 
the House may direct. What I am saying is this; here 



is a Minority Report and a Report by the honourable 
junior member for St. Philip. At  the minute we 
have from the Clerk a Report which is really and 
truly signed by the honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph. I n  fact, Mr. Speaker, in front of you a t  
present is only the R.eport of the honourable senior 
member for St. Joseph. What I am objecting to is 
this ; suppose I was indisposed to-day and was unab'le 
to come here ? Could i t  be said that there is before the 
House a Minority Report signed by the honourable 
junior member for St. James and myself? I submit 
i t  might have been successfully argued that there is 
no such Report put in by the honourable junior 
member for St. James and myself. An honourable 
member says sotto voce that is was left to the Deputy 
Clerk to draft the Report: I do not 'boast of anything 
more than being able to read and write, but I boast 
that I can draft a Report and sign my name to it. 

The honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
says that the honourable junior member for St. 
James used strong language; but the honourable 
member did not use any extraordinarily strong lan- 
guage. Any honourable member would questlon a 
Report being circulated before i t  is actually signed 
and laid on the Table of the House. According to 
Rule 190, unless Your Honour has any other Rule 
to draw to my attention, the R.eport of a Committee 
is brought up by the Chairman and is ordered to lie 
on the Table or is otherwise dealt with as the House 
may direct. If there is any Rule which says that a 
Report can be circulated before i t  is signed, all 
well and good; but, as f a r  a s  we know, the Report 
must not be circulated before it is signed. I 
am willing to submit that Your Honour certainly 
did not lmow that the Report was not signed, because, 
J repeat, if I had been indispose~d to-day, and if the 
honourable junior member for St. James had been 
indisposed to-day and we were unable to turn  up 
i t  might have been argued that there is no Minority 
Report before the House; and that the ollly Report 
before the House is that which has been signed by the 
honourable Leader of the House as Chairman of the 
Select Committee. WE say now that if Your Honour 
has ordered this Report to be circulated, that it is all 
well anti good; but  I am sure you will agree that 
premature action has been taken in this matter. I n  
the absence of the signature of a member who wants 
to put i n  a Minority Report, I submit that no Minor- 
ity Report has been put in. 

While I am on my feet I must, say that it is not 
a question of the Report being incorrect; the Report 
is absolutely correct. I got my copy in  due course and 
I only had a chance to look a t  it last night; but it 
is a correct Report. I am submitting that although it 
is a correct Report, it is not properly before us. Every 
word in this Report is correct; the views which are 
set out in  this Report are the views of the honourable 
junior member for St. James and myself. You know 
Mr. Speaker, we are still in the Opposition, and I 
am glad to hear the htonourable senior member for 
St. Joseph say that the honourable junior membe~ 
for St. James is not the type of person who would 
raise opposition f w  the sake of opposition; however 
we want to see to i t  that nothing is done which is an l 
infringement iof our rights. I am suggesting that in 
view of the fact that the Report is absolutely correct, 
the honourable junior member for  St. James and my- 
self sign it and let the matter drop. I sit down by say- 
ing that no argument of the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph will convince me or any right- 
thinking person that under Rule 190, this Report is 
properly before the House, although the wording of 
the Report is absolutely correct. The honourable 

iember might say that this is a small matter, but what 
ie are contending is that the Report is not properly 
efore the House. It is a matter for Your Honour 
o rule. I repeat that the honourable junior member 
or St. James and myself will sign the Report; it 
iould not be properly before the House as the Minor- 
ty Report if we did not sign i t .  

Mr. GARNER entered the House and took his 
eat while Mr. MOTTLEY was speaking. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Is  it the intention of the hon- 
~urable junior member for St. James and the hononr- 
Me senior member for the City, to sign what will 
ventually become the Minority Report 7 

Mr. MOTTLEY : Your Honour having worded it 
11 that way-what e ~ e n t u a i l ~  mill bscome the Min- 
~ r i ty  Report-I am going to sign ft. 

Mr. WILKINSON : Mr. Speaker,-I hope you 
vill allow me the right of reply to the honourable 
enior member for St. Joseph. I did not dispute the 
orrectness of the Report but the question is the cir- 
mlation of the Report before i t  is laid on the Table 
)f the House. As I read Rule 190, that should not 
iave been done, and I would like your ruling in the 
natter. My entire reason for rising this afternoon 
vas because it seems to me incorrect to have a Report 
:irculated before i t  is laid on the Table of the House. 
rhat is the whole point. Now, Sir, to reply to the 
lonourable senior 'member for St. Joseph, he said that 
:very detail was taken down by the Deputy Clerk. 
[ agree with that, but I am not in  the habit of putting 
ny name to anything that I have not read. 

Mr. ADAMS . On a point of order. The honour- 
tblc member has no right saying that. I have never 
wen so foolish or so intoxicated as to do what the 
ionourable member has just accused me of doing. 

Mr. WILKIKSON : I am not in the habit of leav- 
mg everything to the Deputy Clerk. The last conver- 
sation which I had with the honourable senior member 
for the City in  connection with this Report and which 
was confirmed by the Deputy Clerk, was on the tele- $- 
phone, and since that day I have not seen the Report 
until I received my copy by post yesterday. I want 
you to rule Mr. Speaker, whether a Report should be 
circulated before i t  is laid on the Table of this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The honourable junior member 
for St. James has asked me to rule whether the cir- 
culation of a Report of a Select Committee before 
it is laid on the Table is correct or not. I shall not 
attempt to answer that question directly. What I shall 
say is this : as far  as Rule 190 is concerned, there is no 
mention about the time when a Report must be cir- 
culated; that Rule deals with the presentation of the 
Report by the Chairman of the Committee and the 
laying of i t  on the Table of the House. The honour- 
able senior member for the City was in some doubt 
as to what would have become of the Minority Report 
if he were indisposed today, because there was no 
Minority Report until i t  was signed. I n  the circum- 
stances, I would have withheld the presentation of the J 

whole Report because I know what purported to be the Q 

Minority Report was not signed; I knew what my 
position was. To come back to the question of the 
correctness or incorrectness of circulating the Report, 
if a suggestion is made to the Speaker jn the interest 
of having a matter which has been before us  for  a long d 
time expedited, can he not grant permission to have 
the Report circulated ? I t  is not a question of the 
correctness or incor~ectness of circulating the Re- 
port;  i t  is a question of cirenmrtances. I hope that 
all doubt will be e ra~ed  from the mind of the hon- 
ourable senior membgr for the City; I certainly 
would have withheld the entire Report when the hon- 
ourable member's signature had not been affixed to the 
Ninority Report. I hope that that is an end of the 
matter. 

I, 



Ic. 
Mr. CRAMWORD : S ,  - 1 am asking that 

the Memorandum which I submitted to the Xelec 
A Committee be also included in the Report in the forn 

.of a Minority Report. I am appending another 
paragraph expressing my agreement wit& the %a1 
paragraph in the other Minority Report in connection 
vith the right of review and mpeal. 

The Minority Reports were signed and directeg. 
i~ be put in. 

BILK& READ A FIRST TIME 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr 
P CUMMINS, the Bill to amend the Workmen's Compen 

sation Act, 1943, was read a first time. 
1 On the motion of &.ADAMS, for Mr. Cox, sec 

aued by Dr. ~CTJMMINS, the Bill to amend the Trade 
Act, 1910, was read a first time. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. 
I CUMMINS, thle Bill to make provision for the division 

of the Parishes and the City of Bridgetown into Reg- 
* istration Districts for the purposes of the preparation 

and revision in relation to  each such parish a d  the 
City of Bridgetown of registers of all pensons eiz 
titled to be registered as voters at an election of a 
member of the Genwal Assembly for such paris1 

~lc, and the City of Bridgetown, for purposes connected 
therewith and incidental thereto. was read a firs 

BREACH OF PRJVILEGE 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I proceed to call the 
Orders of the Day, in connection with the amenc 

ments passed by the Bonourable Legislative Cocncil 
in respect of the Bill intituled an Act to provide 
for the establishment ofAt4orporation to be known 
as the Natural Gas Corporation, for the functions 
and duties of the Corporation, for the acquisition by 
or transfer to it of undertakings, rights and property 
and to make compensation therefore and for pur- 
poses conpected with the matters aforesaid, T want 
to make particular reference to the amendment to 
Sub-clause (5) of Clause 18. That Sub-clause as 
amended by the Legislative Council reads as fol- 
lows .- 

''Compensation payable under this section 
shall, in default of determination by agreement, ba 
determined by arbitration and the amounts k e d  by 
agreement or arbitration shall carry interest a t  the 
rate of four per cent pm amum from the appointed 
day." 

I n  this connection I must point out to the Housc! 
that I consider that a breach of privilege has been 
committed. how eve^ it has been commpnicated tq 
me by the honourable h a d e r  of the House that tha 
House is prepared to waive such privilege on thid 
occasion, and I shall therefore ask the Olerk to note 
that this House is prepared to waive the privilege 
tc which I have referred in connection with this Bill. 

Mr . ADAJMS: Mr. Speaker,-I regret to 
have to ask the House to grant me leave to give notice 
of a Bill to suspend the present provisions of the 
Representation of the People Act ~ n t i l  a new regis- 
tnation List is made. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

Mr. ADAiUS : I beg to give notice of a Bil 
intituleid m Act to suspend the provisions of the 
Bepresentation of the .People Act, 19101, .requiring a 
Register of Voters to be prepared in  the yar 195l 
and for purposes incidental thereto. To explain the  

purpose of this Bill briefly, the preaent Represmta- 
tion of the People Act has removed the qualifications 
reqmred hitherto, but it is not yet in operation. If, 
regrettably, a bydelection were to take place between 
r~ow and the preparation of the new Voters' List 
under the Act, there would not be any list and i t  
would be 'mmsary  to have a list so that the b~ - 
election could take place. This Bill is a necessary 
complement to the one of which I gave notice earlier 
in tihe day; there will mt be any new list for the 
year 1951. I n  the owe of a by-election, the list for 
1950 will be used. Having said that, I am aslung 
leave to move that this Bill be now read a b t  time. 

There being no ob jectim, the honourable mem- 
ber was granted leave. 

BILL R,EAD A FIRST TIME 

3Ir. ADAMS: I beg to move that the Bill inti- 
tuled an Act to suspend the provisions of the Repre- 
sentation of the People Act, 1901, requiring a Register 
of Voters to be prepared in the year 1951 and for 
purposes iyidental thereto be now read a first time. 
If I may read the "Objects and Reasons", it is therein 
set out ; 

"This is companion legislation to the Special 
Gegistration of Voters (General Assembly) Act, 1950, 
and suspends for the year 1951 the registration of 
\-oters in the manner provided by the Representation 
of the People Act, 1901 but retains the 1950 register 
of voters in case there is an election before the new 
register of voters prepared in accordance with the 
provisions of the Special Representation of Voters 
(General Assedbly) Act, 1950, becomes effective." 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreecl to. 

COTJNCIL'S AMENDMENTS TO THE 
NATURAL GAS CORPOEATION BILL 

3Ir. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the hon. senior member for 
St. Joseph :-To move the consideration of the amend- 
ments of the HonouraMe the Legislative Council to 
the Bill intituled an Act to provide for the Estab- 
lishment of a Corporation to be known as the Natural 
Gas Corporation for the functions and duties of the 
Corporation, for the acquisition by or transfer to it 
of undertakings, rights and property and to make 
compensation therefor and for purposes connected 
with the matters aforesaid. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I think i t  is not 
mere rhetoric if T say I regret that T have the un- 
pleasant duty of saying some of the things which I 
am bound to say in a few minutes. In  moving the 
consideration of the amendments of the Other Place 
to the Bill relating to the establishment of a Natural 
Gas Corporation, it will be necessary for me, if Your 
Honour grants me the necessary latitude, to refer 
in general terms to the principle which opte~ated in 
the mind of the Government in sending down this 
Bill to the Assembly, what operated in  the mind 
of the Assembly in passing it and what has 
apparently operated in the mind of the Other Place 
in mutilating it. I am avare of the fact that, circum- 
scribed as me are by Rule 124 of the R,ules of this 

wence House, we have to ask for Your Honour's indul, 
which inevitably must be given. Rule 124 says: 

*'No member may allude to any debate of the 
other Legislative Chamber." 

When amendments come from the Other Place 
and they are not completely acceptable, it is impossi- 
ble not to refer, however indirectly, to the nature of 
the debate in the Other Place. It is perfectly true that 



we would be out of order if we picked out specific 
speeches and replied to them on the floor of this House. 
I mention that because I do not want by my speech 
to make the Other Place think that we forget that we 
have Rules; we must abide by those Rules if there is 
to be the proper conduct of affairs betwen the two 
House of the Legislature. 

Let me remind hon. members that this Gorern- 
ment was elected on a clear and definite promise of 
the nationalisation of certain public utilities. Mr. 
Speaker, i t  is remarkable-it is noteworthy at  amy 
rbte--that in the case of public utilitias two Labour 
groups were elected to this House four years $go on 
the promise that they would nationalise public utill- 
ties; that they would put  under public owqersbip 
certain public utilities in this coloiiy. But although 
both Labour groups had put the matter of the nation- 
alisation of certain public utilities in  the forefront of 
their programmes, nevertheless it was left to all In- 
dependent, a former member of St. An lrev- 31r. Josh 
Haynes, to move the passing of an Address to  the then 
Governor asking that the Electric Company be nat. 
icaalised. A motion was made as far  as I remjmber 
by the hon. junior member for the City to amend t h z  
Address by including all public utilities. My recol- 
lection is that practically the entire House acquiesced 
not merely in the principle of nationalisation of the 
Electric Company, but in the amendment which one 
would thiak was an Address asking the Government 
of that day to proceed with the nationalisation of all 
p ~ b l i c  utilities in this island, it being insisted that 
what were in mind p-rimarily were the Electric Com- 
pany, the Gas Company, the Telephone Company and 
Transport, 1 repeat; it is noteworthy that although 
two Labour groups had promised the nationali~ation 
of certain public utilities, it was an Indepencl~nt, wha 
perhaps mivht rightly have been thought a Conserva- 
tive, who had mored the passing of an Address for 
the hationalisation of the Electric Company, and  ha 
had succeeded in getting, as was inevitable, the 111:- 

jority of the House to come along with him. I t  is 
mith that background that TTe have to consider all 
subsequent acts of members of this House in  respecl 
of nationalisation. 

Before the last election the question of the nation- 
alisation of minerals in this colony became a pressing 
matter became, as honourable members are aware 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies deemed il 
necessary twelve years ago, with a War just around 
the corner, that all British territories should vest thc 
mineral rights in the Crown, especially, of course 
the petroleum rights with a view largely to keeping 
in British hands sach petroleum as might be discov 
wed in the British Empire. Fortunatelv there werc 
a majority of members who were of a social way ool 
thinlrine and. in any event, they were anxious to sec 
that the minerals were vested in the Crown. Twc 
Elections have taken place in which Lalnonr had morc 
adherents and returned more memhers to the Houst 
than athcr Parties returned. Mr. Speaker. it is diffi 
cult to conceive that nersons with any regard f01 
rern~tation. for realistic ap-proach to the problemr 
v7hi.h confront this community, could deliberatellv. no4 
hv a-cident. s d  ont to destrov the nrincinle of a Bil 
mhich iq me~eIv carrpino. into effect what they them 
selves have pawed into lesislation. Some hrirrhi 
snarkc who serve on newsnaners and who never seen 
to learn in s ~ i t e  of constant correction are constantl~ 
writinv +hat this Rouse, by the establishment of thir 
Nntiiral %Q Cormration is nationalisinw cmq: we art 
ckpina nothing of the sort. B p  ~ a s s i n a  the Petrolem; 
Rill  that nnt the ownershin of natilral qaq in thir 
rolovv in the Government of  the colonv- the rn~llc  
ureviously owned bv the British Union Oil Company 

Jecame our property and the Company was entltlel 
e compensation. The Petroleum Bill passed the 
)v-nership of natural gas to the Government; the mat- 
,er is simple and I hope that nobod,y mill emr  again 
"epeat the mistake in  the Press that we are endeav- 
)wing, by this particular Bill, to nationalise w tu ra l  
;as; a-e are endeavouring to do nothing of the sort. 
Yatural gas was nationalised when we passed 
he Petroleum Act. h'atural gas is another 
Iorin of petroleum; the length of its exist- 

nl a  ell is problematical, its existence anywhere 
13 problematical. Companies have sunk millions of 
cl~llars-tens of mil'lions of dollars in some cases- 
seeking for oil and finding none. All that is known to 
the C+overnment and i t  is known to every school boy; 
this Government has therefore been perfectly willing, 
and i t  has always been perfectly willing, to come to  
terms with the British Union Oil Company and grant 
them a licence to continue to exp'loit their wells. On 
the other hand, this Gorernment is willing to give 
them p r o p ~ r  ~ o m p ~ ~ ~ s a t i o n  for the wells. Let me re- 
mind the Eome of the position of the British Union 
Oil Company before natural gas was nationalised in 
April this Sear. The British Union Oil Company had 
leases over 78% of land in  this island, but not contig- 
nons; ther had the Turner's Hall area, they had 
l ~ p w s  here, there and everywhere. The 78% of land 
n a i  svattered all over the island; i t  was therefore 
always pocsible for someone else 'to come in and if he 
stmcdli gas hr was lucky. 

Thcrc are p~op le  who are always inclined to 
throw bricks at this Government; i t  is thrown at  the 
Go~ernment that it is yimbling with the taxpayers' 
money. T 71-ant to make this point ; if i t  is true that 
the Governnlent is gambling, that anybody can come 
along and sink a well and dram off sas, i t  is equally 
true about the British Vnion Oil Company. The Gov- 
ernment has alwavs been prepared to be reasonable 
with the British Union Oil Company; i t  has always 
been prepared to go to whatever extent it could go, to 
put them back in the position in which they were 
before. I do not intend to sap anything further than 
what has beer; said before and what has been said 
in the Other Place by the Acting Colonial Secretary 
PS regards the nerotiations which have taken place. 
I will say thia: nothing which the Advocate news- 
paper s a p  about this Government csurprises me, bat  
occasional'lv one is surprised to think that the intelli- 
gence of the nub& is so l o ~  that they cannot see 
anything which is untrue. Tt is a fact that nepotia- 
lions took nlace jn which the British Union Oil Com- 
pxnr laid down almost impossible things which I h a w  
alreadv mentioned in this House ; thev laid down con- 
ditionc: m d e r  whirh the\- demanded absolute pro- 
tection and ther  added what, could be described as a 
mono~olv to sell gac: in this island. Every s i n ~ l e  mem- 
%'er of this House realised that there was an imnossi- 
hle sitvation: thp nepotiationc; broke do~-11 and the 
Gnv~rnnient has not done anything wrong. Let me 
remind the TTonse that the Government has never said ; 
"We will not wo on mith the British TTnion Oil Com- 
Danv :" the Company turned their backs on a licence 
to exnloit petroleum when they unceremonionslr 
walked out of the room and left the representatives 
of the Gulf @+l Corporation. 

The Other Place haq passed an Address to the 
Covernor asking that before this Bill is nroclaimerT 
lhw, negotiations be continued with the British TJnion 
Oil Companv. T do not think that I am disclosinp: 
anv secret when T say that the attitude of the Gor- 
ernment has never been other than that it has a l w a y ~  
hem willing fo continue negotiations; but if the Corn- 
ranv  S ~ V S :  "We are not goinq to accept anv l i m c e  
unless you grant UIP a rn~nopoIy, '~ they are asking for- 
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a n  impossible thing. I repeat that as far  as the %l- 
fingness of the Government even today 'to contin~z 
negotiations with the British Union Oil Company 
is concerned, the position is the same 
as i t  always was. Let there be no misunder- 
standing that the obstinacy or ignorance 
or stupidity of the Government has caused the 
nlegotiations to break down; at  any time that tht 
British Union Oil Company is willing to say: " l h t  
us see if we can get together in this mattier before this 
Eill becomes Qhe actual lax," the Government i s  
willing to do W .  Whatever the views of the junior 
members of the Government might be as to the de- 
sirability or even the inevitability of nationalisation, 
this Government is prepar'ed to continue negotiations 
with the British Union O?l Company. If negotiations 
have broken down, the Government is prepared t o  
take over these wells and run them; but there bein; 
nc Oil Dkpartment as there is a Waterworks Depart- 
ment, the Governmeat feels that the best way tc 
deal with this matter is not to 1st up an emtirely nen 
Oil Department but to establish a Cbrporation, whieb 
has been done in other parts of the world, and let it 
run these wells. That is the position; this Bill h a  
been brought down for the establislhment of a COY. 
pra t ion in place of an ordinary Department which 
does not e&t, and which this Government feel5 
should not be set up at present. If natural gas can 
be used ias fuel by the people and it can be sold 
cheaply, then obviously i t  is the duty of the Gov 
ernmemt to give every householder natural gas; il 
me can produce light in labourers' h o w  and it ia 
cheaper than kerosene oil l a m ~ s .  i t  is our dutv to dc 

referring to the Other Place in offensive terms; but 
there is no such Eule in the Other Place and ex- 
tremely offemive language has been used by mem- 
bers of the Other Place in refwenw to this House. 
I say quite openly and plainly, that however this 
Iiouse takes 1% aEairs is a matter for this House; 
whether we go to a Select Committee in connection 
nith any Bill or not, it is a matter for the peopEe who 
have sent us here. My friends agree that it is only 
reasonable that we should get cheap fuel placed in 
Crab Hill and the remotest parts of St. George rather 
than confine it to the City of Bridgetown. It is the 
duty of a Government to supply water cheaply to 
every v1Uage if it can do ~sx, ; and if it c m  supply fuel 
cheaply, it is the Government's duty to do m. I n  
short, Mr. Speaker, every one of us will agree that 
if we c m  produce fuel cheaply and make it as frmly 
obtainable in this Island as we can, it is our duty 
to do so; but the Other Place has seen fit to cut out 
that provision. Them jis the feeling on the part of 
some people that the Government should not inter- 
fere in this matter; but the Government has taken 
over these gas wells in the inberest of the people of 
Barbados. I repeat, Mr. Speaker, that a pistol is 
being held at the head of the Government, and that 
is what makes me accept theke amendments; but I 
say in the dearest possible voice and without tlw 
slightest sign of rhetoric or exaggeration, that a t  the 
earliest posdilble time the powers of the Other Plaw 
should be rektricted so that what the Government 
scnds down to this Hou* originally can become law. 
That is no empty threat; I think I represent the  
views of the iwmbers of this Party. a t  anv rat; , I  

Trinidad. It is-of th: utmost importance that the 
policy of the Government should be not merely to 
see that cheap fuel is provided for the people, but 
for as  many people as possible. 

As honourable members will see from the amend- 
m~ents to thls Bill, Clause l5 has been deleted; that 
Clause is of the utmost iimpofiance to the principle 
~f the Bill. I am asking Qhis House to accept the 
amendment on the dear understanding that we ?re 
accepting it because there is a p&ol being held at 
s u r  heads, and for no other reason; but there is a 
way of dealing with people who use pistols, a way 
tvhich I propose to advise in tihe necessary quartem 
should be used. Clause 15 as passed by this House 
provided that : 

"The Covmor-in-Executive Committee m a y  
give to the Corporat3on such directions of a general 
character as appear to the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to be requisite in the interests of the 
Island, and in particular directions as to- 

(a) the expansion of e x i s ~ g  natural gas under 
takings ; 

(b) the lestablishent and working of nbw 
natural gas undertakings ; 

( c )  the rendering of services and the rsupply 01 
natural gas to any government department 
school ar public body; 

(d) the crkxtion and application of a genera 
reserve notwithstandtug that the directiom 
may be of a specific characker; 
m d  the Corporation shall give effw 
to such directim." 

That Clause has been completely deleted by tht 
Other Place. I am mindful of the fact that thc 
-calmer you put your argument, the m m  effective 
it is likely to be, and I am mindful of the Rule whick 
TTe have,--and, thank Glod, me have it,-about no1 

so.  hat is our attitude. 1f-natural gas is ioing tc 
cost you comparatively nothing to produce, once you 
own your well and you see that the pressure in  your 
pipe is what ik requir'eld, obviously that is much 
better than im~ortine: wood or kerosene oil from 
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members o!? 'the 
2ommittee, that tl& scwt of thing is not to be re- 
mated by the O&er Place, and that the powem of 
,he Other Place must be restricted as soon as possi- 
de. The Secretary of State for $he C~lonies has 
ilready gone on record as saying that he sees no 
: e w n  why the powera of the Other Place should 
zot be ~mkstricted, m that this House has the predom- 
~rande in legislation; that promise, I have no doubt, 
nil1 be redkemed a t  the earliest possible moment. 
l'he relationship between this House and the Other 
Place ~&ould be exactly the same as that which exists 
>et@een the Rousk of Commons and the House of 
Lords, and I feel sure that the Secretary of S'tate 
for the Colonies will mmde to the wishes of this 
House. I am asking honourable members to accept 
these amendments with bhe feeling that it is far 
better to get this Bill on the Statute Book and then 
amend it when we are sum that the Other Place 
- a m &  interfere with it, than to $brow them out 
uid have no means of running these wells. 

I cannot tell this House if further negotiations 
with the British Union Oil Company will be success- 
ful; I have already told the House that the Govern- 
ment is willing to continue negotiations with the 
Company. The present arrangement is over a short 
period; my recollection is that the last arrangement 
ran out about a week ago. Month by month has passed, 
negotiations have been going on and the Government 
can take over the running of these wells if the Com- 
pany will not be renewing neglotiations. Mr. Speaker, 
in asking this Rouse to accept these amendments, I 
would 'lie faifling in my duty if I did not say what I 
have just said and if I do not draw to the attention 
of the House the amendment to Clause 17 which is 
even more destructive to the principle of the Bill 
than the Clause with which I have dealt. I am sure 
that honourable members on all sides of the House 
will agree with me that you cannot run a public 
utility as a private business: i t  is not like runnim R 

sugar factory or selling nails and bolts or sellinv 
salt fish, berause there must be occasions in the run- 



442 
- . . . - - -- 

HOUSE 

ning of a public utility when you must subsidize 
because people in a particular district may not bc 
able to pay an economic rate. If electricity w$rl 
installed in  every village i n  this island and peopl~ 
were burning one light in their houses, if the rct: 
for lighting were reduced they would put in anothe. 
light. If the honourable junior member for St 
James were in my place and did aot say what I an 
sayhg, 1 would wonder what he is doing. It is thc 
merest commonsense that we should have chea~ 
natural gas, cheap electricity and cheap water. W( 
dc not want to make it utterly impossible,for naturs 
gas to be sold in this island except in the way il 
which some people sell salt fish - buy cheap anL 
sell dear; we are asked to swallow this amendmeni 
and, unfortunately, we have to swallow it. 

Clause 1 7  now becomes 16. Originally thc 
Corporation in fixing the rates and scales of charger 
for natural gas would take into account only the i~  
olerhead charges and sa lar ie~  and what profits the: 
feel i t  is fair for them to make. This is what tht 
Obher Place has asked us to say; if we have to paj  
the British Union Oil Company half million or 
a million dollars, in fixing the rates and scales ol 
vhargw for natural gas, we have to add that hall 
milljon or millon dollars which we pay to the 
Compan;r-, to the overhead expenses. In  that case 
the gas will cost more; i t  will cost about threc 
timies as much as it would cost otherwise! The Othel 
Place has, in effect, told this Government: "YOI 
cbn nat ionalh,  you can talk about running thing: 
better than somebody else; we are going to show yot 
that you are going to make the public pay more £01 
gas." I have no intention, as long as I have healt! 
and strength, and a good pair of lungs, to keep quisl 
about this matter whether I am Leader of the Gov 
~ r n m e n t  or not. I want to point out that the ques 
tlon of cheapening the cost of living to the publi, 
has h e n  completely taken out of our hands b j  
these amendmentis made by the Other Place. 1 
ask the House to accept these amendments sincc 
we have no real choice; I see the choice, but it is 
drastic. I am not yet making public what the 
alternative is, but i t  is a very drastic alternative 
With these amendments, the Other Place have com. 
pletely ddtroyed the pinciple of the Bill. To sell 
gas cheaply would necessitate permission bein:! 
granted to extend the present pipeline; we cannot 
now, as this House passed the Clause, tell the Cor- 
poration to extend the pipe line to St. Joseph or St. 
Andrew which is in need of gas. We cannot nos  
do that because that provision has been cut out of 
the Bill by the deletion of Clause 15. As I have 
already said, a pistol is a t  our heads, but  if we 
it is not our will that yields; we yield out of shecr 
necessity. I give the solemn warning that nothing 
will stop this Government or the supporters of thiy 
Government, from taking this matter to its bitte? 
end. Whatever the consequences to the coflstitutioil 
of this colony may be, i t  is necessary to curtail th  
powers of the Other Place to the same extent as that 
to which the powers of the House of Lords are cnr- 
hiled. We shall ask that that be done and it should 
be possible for certain honourable members in  the 
Other Place to feel that with their dignitJ~ they can 
not remain there; we will not hesitate to make that 
recommendation. If the o d y  wav in which the 
Government will be running smoothly is bp the aboli- 
tion of the Other Place then we shall nct hesitate 
tc make that recommendation; however, we do hope 
that i t  will not be necesary to go beyond the first 
stage. This is no smili'ng matter; the hg-&lativ~ 
Conncil of New Zealmd hay just been abolished 
Tt  ha^ been abolbhed. i t  is true, for different remons 
from what T have civen: it has been abolished by 

the Electors' Association because i t  was too Socialist r 
but, at any rate, it has been abolished. It is there- 
fore likely that our two Chambers might one day 
change and become one. 

There is also the matter to which Your Honour 
has drawn attention. I am going to be chiritiable 
and say that i t  never occurred to the Other Place 
that they were committing a b r w h  of p r ide*  by 
the amendment to Sub-clause (5) of Clause 18 now 
Clause 17. Ia shoirt, i t  is ignorance on their par t ;  
it simply &d not occur to them that by making pro- 
vision far the payment of interest where we @id not 
make that provision, they would be creatipg a charge 
on the Treasury, and therefore they had no right to 
co that. There seems to be the feeling that the\Upper 
House have acquired sowers in dealing with matters 
of finance, an~d the puerile suggeskon has been made 
that if those powers have been granted to the Other 
Place, they will never see a breach of privilege 
because they would have the right to amend money 
Bills. I can only say that a breach of privilege has 
beeu committed on a previous occakion +d throuqh 
the Speaker the House intimated that i t  would 
n-aiw the privilege; by that very fact it goes on 
record that a charge has been created on the 
Treasury by the Other Place. On this particular 
occasion it is expedient that we do not insist on 
the amendment being struck out, because, obviousl~~ 
the whole Bill will be Id*. Mr. Speaker, whether 
intentionally or  otherwise, the Other Place have matie 
this amendment ; and we m411 either fail to  run these 
natural gas wells or accept the amendments to this 
Bill. As far  as the Government and the Labour 
Party are concerned, there is no compromise in respect 
of this yuestion; it is a waste of time even to think 
of approaching any member of this Government with 
a view to reaching any sort of conciliation i n  this mat- 
ter of our relationship with the Other Place. 

The only other amendment to which I would like 
to draw the attention of the House, is the 
amendment to Clause 10. I t  is felt that just as the 
Waterworks Department sells equipment cheaper than 
you can get i t  in the stores, the Natural Gas Corpora- 
tioil should have appliances on sale. The Clause as  
pitwxl by this House prlovided that the charges made 
by the Corporation in respect of the sale or letting 
on hire of natural gas fittings shall be fixed a t  such 
rates that the revenue derived by the Corporatfolr 
shall not be less than the expenditure incurred in such 
sale and letting on hire including the cost of provid- 
ing the fittings. The Other Place have even amended 
that and said that the revenue derked by the 
Corporation from the sale and letting on hire of 
natural gas fittings shall be such as to ensure a 
reasonable profit on the expenditure inpurred includ- 
ing the cost of providing the fittings. Mr. Speaker, I 
:ay for the last time that a G~overnment cannot 
run the administration of a country in the same 
m y  as big commercial interests run their concerns. 
Cf the Government is looking a t  a concern from 
z urofit motive i t  will never run anything 
As long as there is a Barbados, there will be found 
gome people who feel that nothing shoi~ld be done 
lxcept there is money in i t  : but  more and more them 
vill be found those who feel that there are certain 
-hinns which cannot be considered in terms of money, 
2nd that on some occasions you may have to let t h ~  
vnnies or even the pounds r o  in order that neople 
nay have the benefits of civilised existence. There 
Irf. other amendments which are, ~ e r h a p s ,  in them- 
'e1ve.t not venr important, and I shall pass them bv 
manse. by  the side of those amendments to which T 
l aw  referred. even taken in the aam~ga te ,  thpv drr 



not add anythiug to the strength of what 1 have said, 
and they cer,talnly do not dminlsh the t asr ag;ililsI 
their adrocatg. Mr. Speaker, 1 now bcg to move that 
the amenclnlents of the Other Place be now read a first 
time. l i 

Dr. CUMMINS: 1 beg to second that. 
Mr. IILAl'k' : Mr. Speaker,-l have listened to 

the honourable Leader of the House, but this is sucn 
a serious act~on taken by the Other Place, that l am 
wondermg 11 the members of thls House are well 
advised to accept these amendments wlthout borne 
remarks being made at  least by the baclibencners 
T h ~ s  action by the Other Place is like that of a des- 
perate man who knows that his days are uumbered, 
they are holding a pistol a t  the head of the Govern- 
ment which is carrying a big burden. i n  the amend- 
meut to Sub-clause ( 5 ,  of Clause 18, now Clause 17  
dealing with the paylnent of collipensation, the mem- 
bers of the Other Place are telling us-and 1 am not 
so sure that they were ignorant of the fact that they 
were committing a breach of privilege-that we must 
close our eyes to the fact that they have committed a 
breach of privilege, and accept their actions in thi, 
matter. To say, Sir, that this is a serious and far -  
reaching decision a t  which we must arrive at  this timc 
is to put i t  very mildly indeed: it is a decision which 
affects not only the present generation, but future 
generations in this colony because constitutional bat- 
tles between people of different political views do not 
last for one generation; they spread into many gen- 
erations. I regret very much that we have to say :  
"We will shut our eyes to the fact that you have 
comniitted this breach of privilege ; we will pass thrse 
amendments which you have sent to us." We 
have to make i t  clear that this House vonsiders it 
incumbent on responsible persons not to stop at  any 
half-way measures in so far  as the powers of the 
Other Place are concerned; not to oompromise in this 
matter of the relationship between this House and the 
Other Place and allow the Other Place to meddle with 
financial matters and completely destroy the very 
principle of important Bills and vital measures which 
we have passed. What we have asked for in plain terms, 
namely, that the will of this House in such matters 
and especially in matters of finance should prevail, is 
to be carried out in the very near future, but I think 
i t  is very important that we stress that ;  it is for that 
reason that I have raised the question at  this point. I t  
is no mere coincidence that after the Other Place pass- 
ed these amendments to this Bill, the long-awaited Re- 
port of the Select Committee of the Other Place, which 
considered an Address passed by this House was pre- 
sented. They had i t  well timed and they saw to i t  
that they first destroyed the action taken by this Honse 
to carry out its promise to the people in respect of 
nationalisation. It, is necessary that we pronounce 
strongly in connection with this matFe?. I t  is no more 
than s challenge to our keeping our pledge to the 
people of this colony and a challenge t o  our self- 
respect as representatives of t h ~  people. 

By the amendments to Clauses 15, 16 and 18 of 
this Bill the Other Place have ripped the very guts 
out of the Bill. There is no dou'bt about that, and, 
Mr. Speaker, I repeat i t  is a matter for regret that we 
have to accept the amendments at a time like this. 
However, I do not think that the occasion call., for any 
long speech because the hon. Leader of the House has 
made the position clear. I should like to stress that 
this House should have the final say in  financial mat- 
ters; because as I see it. the fundamental iswe is the 
amendment to Clavse 18, nom Clause 17. in r rnpct  of 
which the Other Place haw interfered with the finan- 
cial provision in this Bill. Mr. Speaker, a t  this s t a o ~ .  

I beg to move that this Honse do now a$ourn for  
half an hour. 

Mr. LEWIS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to, and Mr. S P E A ~ B  adjourned the Home 
accordingly. 

REPLIES LAID 

On re-assembling. 
Mr. AD-: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to lay the 

@plies to Question No. 9, standing in the name of 
the honourable junior member for St. Michael, re&- 
tive to the delay in the setting up of a Rent Restrictiou 
Board. 

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS TO T H E  KATURALi 
aas CORPORATION BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment, the hon- 
ourable junior member for St .  Thomas was speaking 
on the motion that the amendments of the Honourable 
the Legdative Council to the Bill relating to the 
establishment of a Natural Gas Corporation be now 
read a first time. 

Mr. U P P :  When the House was adjourned, I 
was commenting on the manner i n  which the Other 
Place he,ld a weapon which is even bigger than 
a pistol, a t  the head of this House in trying to 
defeat the efforts of the Government in carrying out 
its promise to the people in reapect of nationalisation. 
I t  will be remembered that  prior t o  the passing 'of 
these amendments the Other Place passed an Address 
to the Governor asking the Government to re-open 
negotiations with the British Union Oil Company 
rather than have to pay what i t  considered to bc, a 
vast sum of money from the Public Treasury for  
taking over the machinery and the other works from 
the Company. Apparently the Other Place was not 
oonknt with asking the Government to fiegotiate 
further with t h h  Company but i t  had in  mind either 
to force the Government to negotiate with the 
Company or to pay out an  p e n  greater sum than 
the Company itself had iforetold that the Government 
would be obliged to pay, I do not think that the Othcr 
Place was ignorant of the fact th&t it was committing 
a breach of privilege when it amended Sub-clause (5'5) 
of Clause 18 of the Bill. That Sub-clause says. 
"Compensation payable under this section shall, in 
default of determination by  agreement, be deter- 
mined by arbitration.'' And the Other place added 
the following words : "and the amounta fixed by agree- 
m n t  or arbitration shall carry interest a t  the rate of 
four per cent per annum from the appointed day." 
That is a dcliberatc act of sabotage or trying to blow 
the Government to bits either now or a t  the Ueneral 
Elections. Before the Other Place passed this Clause, 
it said: "You are spending a vast sum of money to 
buy the natural gas plant of the British Union Oil 
Company, why didn't you negotiate with them" 1 
After saying that i t  is better to negotiate with the 
Company than have to pay this vast sum of money. 
the Other Place passed this amendment so that the 
Government will hat-e to find an even greater sum, 
having regard to the (interest, to pay to this Company. 
This is a serious matter; it is a matter of e i c h  I 
hope the Secretary of State for the Colonies d l  take 
very serious note when this Bill goes before him. 
This is something which could not happen in Great 
Rritain today and it is happening in a place @here 
the financial resources are very limited. This is really 
telling the people of this colony that  they elect a 
Government which has made certain promises to them 
snci when th? Government attempts to carry out those 



promises those who do not represent the people c;rA 
a:ill make it very difficult for the Government %fit 
rhey will destroy any legislation \\hieh the Govern 
ment might attempt to carry out. That is i n  effect 
n-hat the Other Place is saying. I repeat that the Other 
Place is not ignorant of the fact that the auwlclment 
to this Sub-clause is a breach of priv~iege; it was 

A 0 011 deliberate act on the part of the Other Place. T 
eonTcl fell me that the members of the Other Place 
who are acquainted with the ancient history of th  
relationship between the tx-o Houses of the I~egisla 
ture and with the eonstitutjonal usage down t h ~ o u g ~  
the centuries, did not know that in niaki~lg t h  
anlendinei~t they lwrc pntting a f u ~ t a c r  burden on 
the 'Preasury and a further charge on the resourcSt' 
of the Government. They did it deliberately at a tiin 
-\.;hen they were considering the passing of an ,!dclrc s 
to  the (:overnor dealin2 with their powers; i t  was 
either their .'Swan Song" or a11 attetlipt to ('olllntit 
one last desperate act. They were either putting 
challenge to this House or careating a precrdent whici 
they may quote nhen the polyers of this House arc 
being considered. If we do not pass theie m~e~ldnlent  
01- if we also nlalre amendments to this Bill, it is ver 
obvious that the Other Place tvill refuse to avet; 
those amendments; and there nil1 be a dcatXloclr 
that the colony might well br facer1 n i i h  mar 
serious situation with regaid t ,  the \uppij- of ud txcb  
gas than that with u - h i ~ h  i t  i, f a ~ d  at  prc~sent. The 
position is that the Ckwernnleut might 11t  furced 
accept the terms laic1 clon n b- tire U ~ i t i s i ~  TTnion 01 
Company, terms nit11 yhir h we in thi? Tlouw  ha^, 
indicated whether upcurly or s o f i o  I W ~  that ~ 7 . e  a y r  

not in agreement. 1 hope, 31r. Spri!B( 1 .  that thos 
who are carrying on the acinhi.itration o f  tI?i, iilan 
will see that we requi~e  a near ~wwlnticin in on 
ideas of constitutional government if this colony is 
t o  make any progress politically or otherwise. The 
people who have the ~ e a l  economic pov-er will alma) 
use the constitutional inpani that cks t  at l~recent t 
c2arry out that power, bnt we will have to chang 
such constitutional methods in order to bring abou 
further changes. If the British CTovernn~ent and th 
Representative of His Xajestr the King in this colon 
really desire to have improvements they must giv 
heed to these warnings and see that c.onstitntionr;l 
changes are brought about with as little friction as 
possible. I t  is the opinion of this 13ouse that \ye cannot 
stand any longer \for such insults by the Other P l a ~ ~ ~  
to the will and the opinion of those who represent th 
people of this eolony. 

JTr. LEWIS: Jlr.  Speaker,-When this Bil 
was first before this Rouse, I occupied the positic 
which you now occupy and I did not have the oppor 
tniiity of commenting on it, but I remember i t  was 
made distinctly clear on the occasion of the second 
reading of the Bill that the passing of such a EiU 
h came an absolute necessity. The Government was in  
such a position that it either had to pass this Bill or 
bow to the dictates of some private company and ciu 
things which a Government should not do. This Bill 
had the unanimous approval of this House and I took 
it that the object of the Bill was to carry on the dis- 
tribution of natnral gas where the British TTnion Oil 
Company had left off, and Clause 15  af the Bill mad 
provision for the expansion. so to speak, of the activi 
ties of the CorporaMon in respect of thc distributior 
of natural gas to private consumers. It mould seen 
that  the Other Place has seen fit to curtail the activi 
ties of the Corporation, and ir? my opinion, that is 
very serions amendment to make to a Bill of thIk 
nature-a Bill which ha.: been sponsored bs- n Labo~t 
Gov~mment. As is well lmnmn, apart f ~ o m  tkc Go; 
ernment Institutions which use natnral L"?' tl-P - l  

of this gas is only the privilege df the upper an 

Ile u middle class people X-ho come within the rat& 
the pipe of the Barbados Gas Company; so t m t  io 
curtail the a( tix ities of a Labour Gorernment i o  tlii- 
tribute natural gas to people is a serious amencllllt~n: 
to make to this Bill. S t e r  all, this Bill seeks to  qe't 
up a Corporation and it might be in  the interest of 
the Corporation to extend the supply of g@ hFd 
show at least that i t  can be a going concern w h h  
can meet its expenses. I am sorry that  with these 
amendments coming back here, the honourable senror 
member for St. Joseph did not carry out his  prom^ 
to this I'lonse and let LIS have extracts of the corre- 
spondence from the British ITnion Oil Company to* 
the Govelnment so that we could see definitely for 
onrsehes the method w h i ~ h  the Company thought it 
necessary to adopt in this matter. I t  ~ ~ o u l d  seem that 
this Company 11-as not so willing to negotiate with the 
Labour Gorernment, but i t  has given the Other Place 
the impression that i t  is willing even now to negotiate 
x i th  the Government. That ic  an wspevt of t'le matter 
about which I, as a representative of the p?ople. feel 
very One of the main r~a5oni  f u r  the action 
of the Other Place towards this Bill is that its p-,- 
i:lg wonld cost the taxpar ers of t9is cdony a qreat 
deal of money; the c~ompcnsation suggested by the 
Other  Place to be paid to The British rn ion  011 Co. 
f u r  the ga5 nells is a considerable sum of mcnq-, and 
in spite of that it has seen fit to add v7hdt loo& to 
me like further expenditure bp way of interest on 
any compensation which inight be gireg by agreo- 
i.lent or arbitration. If the Other Place is interested 
in t b  taxpayers in respect of this vast sum of money 
which will be involved by way aif compensation, lt 
strikes me as being peculiar that the Other Place 
should add a further item of expenditur. 5y waj  of 
interest. I t  seems to me that there max be peopls 
who would like to see this Government pay out an 
extremely large sum of money to the Critish Union 
Oil Company in compensation and in respect 3f the 
interest to be paid on it, they would like the C4overn- 
.ruc>nt to borrow money from them and pay this mterest 
at 47:. I t  strikes me that there are peoplc tvith so much 
money that they ~ o u l d  be willing to lend it t.:, the 
Government at 4% interest because they do not get 
so much interest at  the Ranks. If  the Other Place 
[ays that it has the interest of the taxpayers at  heart, 
I find it strange that the Other Place has put  in  an 
amendment which &l1 cause further expense to t h ~  
Corporation. 

If these amendment? are distasteful to this 
House, this House has itsebf to blame for that. On 
many occasions I have warned honourable members 
that if thep do not agree with amendments by the 
Other Place-and the Other Place is seeking very 
good opportnnities of causing us to accept distastefd 
amendments-it is time that the challenge should be 
met. I t  is TTery difficult for me to recommend that 
that course be adopted in this instance because I 
k n o ~  the usefulness of this fnel to Government In- 
stitutions and to private consumers. That being so, it 
would be dangerous for me to suggest that such a 
colme be taken, but perhaps i t  mould have been 
better on some previous occasion for us to have taken 
a stand against distasteful amendments and me 
would not have had these amendments. I do not know 
what are the full implications of the deletion of 
of C ~ ~ U S C S  26 to 28, hut it seems to me that a great 
deal has bew rut out of this Bill, and if the hononr- 
able senior member for Rt, ,Joseph is wil l i~g  to 
accent thew amendments I hope that  what is left of  
the Bill 11411 serve a nsefnl purpose natil the time 
cr .~ l?13 i  f o ~  1n~kin.r  the Rill \\hat the Government feels 
it +ould be. 

Mr. MILLER: T am very :ancernd abotlt this 
Rill and T aw very worried indeed about the amend- 



ments made by the Other Place. I t  is alarming t o  
sit here m d  h d  that honourable members are going 
to agree with these amendments. With regard I,. 
the deletion of Clause 15, that ties the hand of t h  
Government in the expansion of natural gas under 
takings which is really taking everything out of i,h 
life of the Bill; ib is rendering the Corporation un- 
able to function properly and making nationalisatio 
difficult. I am satisfied that it is ruthless and wickc* 
for  the Government to be forced at  the point of 
gun to accept amendments like thest. Of course, one 
must understand that there is some motive in  th 
elimination of Clause 15, but i t  is very unfortunat 
that today the Bowmanston Pumping Station should 
be ut~lisiug oil which has to be imported when the 
machinery could be run by natural gas, and ill respect 
of t lm oil a premiuill 1s carried on B.W.I. dollars. 
T h ~ s  gas should find its way into the hands of the 
tiovc-rnruent by nationalisation and 1 say that the 
(201-eminent is placed in a precarious positlon by the 
deleriun of Clause l 5  of this Bill. We could save on 
the importation of Venezuelan oil; members of the 
Other Place who happen to be commercially minded 
would not expect any Corporation to operate with the 
restriction imposed by the deletion of this Clause. I 
am alarmed at  the Other Place asking the Government 
to have a Corporation operating without any means 
of expansion. That is like sitting on a volcano whicil 
is likely to go off at any time. The British Union 011 
Company takes no special regard of any gas  ell a n ~ t  
gas is never exploited as an in~estment to any Oil 
Company; but in this island we have a gas well n -h i~h  
has been exploited. Assuming that this gas well ~vill  
fetch a million dollars, are you going to ask the 
Corporation to pay that amount for the well and 
another $50,000 for the pipe line and to pay interest 
a t  4% when less t h a ; ~  that amount can be borrowed 
i11 the loan market a t  3 % or 31/2% ? Today the sum 
of $40,000 can be borrowed at  3% or 31/2% but the 
Government is being asked to pay interest at  4% on 
something like one million dollars. That is cruel 
and it is pressing the Government against a wall, 
which will bring about some repercussions: when thc 
time comes. The pos i t i~n  is a rather awkward one; 
I do not know for the,life of me how the Government, 
expects to handle this concern as a Corporation 
sponsored by the Gmernment. I am hoping that 
some way out will be found 'by the Government. 

At this stage Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and Mr. 
DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Deputy Speaker,-On the 
question of compensation, I should like to say that if 
the Government is expected to pay this fabulous sum 
for this gas well m c l  then pay the operating costs of 
the Corporation plus another amount for the pipe- 
line-~f Rye have to pay for imported oil when 1-e 
could use natural gas, there is something vicious and 
sinister about the matter and i t  is alarming to think 
that the Government can find itself held at  the point 
of a gun. This Government is going to have the re- 
flection that it is forced to ask ~ e o p l e  to pay more 
for natural gas. We are asked to pay this compensa- 
tton for this well and the British Union Oil Corn 
:,any co~lld not operate i t  over a period rf 40 years 
and yet profits and here me are a t  the point of a gun. 
1 do not know if this is too late but I mould suggest 
this well be paid for over a ~ e r i o d  of 20 years in ac- 
cordance with the amount of gas taken from the well. 
T ~vill  be worried over this matter for a long time 
necause 1 cannot imagine that we should have to buy 
nil when we have natural gas which can be used. I 
~hould  like the honourable senior member for St 
-Joseph to explain if i t  is possible to arrange that 

this compeusdtion be paid over a periucl of years 
rather thilil .he Government having to pay i t  a t  o n ~ e .  

Mr. DEPUrI'Y SPEAKEli: 1 do not see any 
amendment by which the honourable member can ask 
&hat question. 

Mr. UOWDING: I would like to mention the 
Laet that I received my copy of this Bill with these 
amendments which are of great importance only 
yesterday afternoon. I n  the course of his speech the 
ilonourable senior member for St. Joseph used tho 
word "railroading": I do not intend to continue 
m silence lest i t  be taken that my silence mems tacit, 
agreement \n th  honourable members on that side OL 

the House or with those of my Party on thls siae or 
the House. AS we all h o w ,  the Bill before us tieus 
wlth natural gas; we have heard horn many speakers 
doout the premises whch were made a t  electiun ,,lrnt: 
about nationalisation. I want to state here anu now 
-1 hope to blow to bits any idea which anybody 
might have that in the past I have agreed or w l r~  
ever agree with this Bill or with any of these arnend- 
aients. 1 want, once aud tor all, my views to be made 
clear 011 this matter. A t  a time when a world war. 
hangs in  an atomic cloud, this Government is sitting 
down and talking about gas: well, Sir, I think the 
time has come for us to believe that there are fa r  
more important things to 'be considered than election- 
eering promises which have been made, i t  is time that 
somethmg be done. Let us get up and speak loudly. 
Ny reasons for disagreeing entirely with any Bill of 
this uature or with any amendmeats to. it 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I hate to interrupt, 
the honourable member, ba t  I would like to draw to 
his attention that the principle of this. Bill is not now 
in dispute. This is a Bi1.l which has already been 
passed by the House and the honourable member is 
really criticising the House for having accepted the 
principle of the Bill. If the hmomakle- m m b e r  can 
show me any amendment in  respect of which he is 
arguing, he 1s a t  liberty to do so. I agree that quite 
a lot of latit~tde has been allowed honourable mem- 
bers, bnt I would again remind the honourable mem- 
ber that this Bill has already been passed by this 
House. 

Mr. DO\ITDING: I shall try to respect your 
views on that paint, but I do hope that in view of t h r  
fact that many honourable members have spoken on 
the lines on which I have b e e n  to speak, you will 
allow me a certain amount of latitude in this matter. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The speeches wh3ch 
have been made have been criticism of nationalisation, 
'but the honourable member's attitude is that of 
criticising a Bill which has already been passed by 
the House. 

Mr. DOWDING: T intend to criticise the 
dmendments as they will eventually cause a charge 
to be made on the Treasury of this island for the pur- 
pose of installing gas in1 people's houses. I shall 
continue to argue that it is against the interest of thc 
people of this island to spend money in  that direction 
vhen other things are more greatly needed to be 
done. T must say that throughout the world today 
there is a great fear of atomic warfare; in  my 
opinion, that fact should be taken into consideration 
and all the resources which this colony has a t  its diq- 
posal shodd bp preserved. An honourable member 
~ s k s  sotto voce if the gas should be left to blow itself 
off; ~ 1 1  it wonld b+ a good isea if the gas were left to 
blow itself off rather t h m  food be taken out of the 
mouths of the p ~ o ~ k  of this colony. Tn his speech 
the honourable senior hernber for St. J w p h  argued 
that it woizld be wonderful to be able to replace tbn 
coalpotq and the kerosene oil lamps in people's 



nouses by this natural gas; but I submit that it 1s 
more ~iuportant for people to be emigrated anu allow 
the coalpots and keroseqe oil lamps to contlnue to 
b u m ,  ~t K.+ more important for people to be euucateu! 
aria to continue to be healthy, it 1s more importail1 
to the people oi  tbls ~skand to have a Ueep \\ awl 
Harbour asid allou rile coalputb nlld liel"Ubeli(: lamps 
to continue to burn; 11lehe thlligs: a1.e more llllportallt 
than to have the coalpots and kerosene oil lamps 
replaced by natural gas. 1 would llke to bay tha.L 
3n the bnest restawants in  England they use ooal- 
puts for coolung because food tastes better nneu ~t 
& cooked by coal than by natural gas. \ \ :~ter  1s 
ueecled In the rillages, but now we must have gas 
111 people's houses before we ha\ e water iu rhe d- 
lages. A11 these eleotloneer~ng promises may be 
wonderful, but l appeal to honourable nienlbers ou 
tbat side of the House n(ot to contlnue to thmh 
of clectmneering proinises but to gut down to thr 
iacts which are facing us in  this island today ro(L<t) 
the schools are overcrowded; when one wasita all 
employee it is difficult to tind une that eaa vrite 
a letter properly becanse the schools in thls 14<l11c! 

are  insuEcient. If we pass the amendments to thih 
Bill we will agree to put a further drain on thc 
Treasury while many matters are left in abeyance. 
I hope I have been deliberate and have blown to blti 
ilny idea that my silence is agreement with the Party 
In power; this gas may be a myth, the oil is still rr 
myth and we have spent and are spendilig thousan& 
04 dollars in legal expenses and otherwise in going 
into this matter when the money could have beer 
spe* in  tackling the problems which we should 
tackle in this island. This Government cannor 
afford to continue to spend money in this way wher 
i t  already has its stomach full of commitmedts whicl 
have not been carried out; i t  will die of indigest~or 
a s  surely as I sit down. 

Mr. REECE : I think the honourable membe~ 
who has just taken his seat has raised a point whicl 
is worthy of consideration. Perhaps he expresses' 
'himself rather loudly, but as I gathered, he hah \up 
gested that perhaps the Governnlem was not wisp ill  
hunching out on this matter when there are so many 
thing& which demand its attention. 

Nr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Both branches of 
the Legislature have already agreed to the setting 
up  of this Corporation which the honourable menlber 
is apparently criticising. 

Mr. REECE . T .ay that the honourable member 
has raised that point and I was going on to say that 
1 did not iiztcnd to follow it up to its logical conclu- 
sion. As regards the amendments made by the 
Other Place, there can be no doubt that the amend- 
ment to Clause 18 Sub-clause (5) by the addition of 
the words: "and the amount fixed by agreement or 
arbitration shall carry interest at the rate of fom 
per cent. per annxm from the appointed day," in- 
dicates a definite charge on the Public Treasury of 
this island. I niust say that 1 rntirely agree with 
the remarks of some honourable members who have 
already spoken. that this amendvent is a breach of thc 
privilege of this House, and it destroys the Esecu. 
tive Committer Act. Tn that Act it is clearly stated 
that all aids and supplies to the Goven$ment a re  tht 
sole gifts of the House; not even the members of t h ~  
Rouse can ~nit iate  a money Rill or Resolution, bui 
only the Executive can do tha4t. Whenever a Ril 
or Resolution is brought here. it is for the House tc 
sag whether it creates a charge on the Treawry oi 
m t .  That is a very fundamental qnestion and 1-Ii: 
Honour the Speaker has directed that i t  b p  record~c 
that  this amendment amounts to a breach of prir i l~gt  

hf this House. As a member of this House I go fur- 
,her and say that this amendment destroys the 
3xecutive Committee Act. 1 am of the opinion that 
 hen i t  comes to questions ofl this sort, the House 
.honld always stand firm add act as one body; there 
,hould not be any &vision at  all because it is essen- 
ial that we act as one body in  the protection of our 
-1ghts and privileges under the Executive Committee 
Pet. 

Xuch criticism has been made of the proposed 
unendment to Clause 15 of the Bill; i t  has already 
)eel1 pointed out that under that Clause the Governor- 
111-Executive Committee wax empowered to give to 
he Corporation such directions of a general character 

-15 may appear to the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
oiittee to b~ requisite in the mterest of this island. 
l'11e ~iilenil~nent here is the deletion of the Clause, 
.o that  the (foyernor-in-Execut~w Committee will 
llot have the right to direct the Corporation to make 
nclw extensions to the existing natural gas system 
l'hat i \  a cmnplete re-writing of the Clanse hut in 
ronsic~ering the matter in that light we must look at 
Clanst~ 9 Sub-clause (1) which has not been amended. 
This Sub-clause says : 

"It shall be the duty of the Corporation, subject 
as hereinafter provided :- 

(a) to manage and work any natural gas 
unctertaking acquired by the Corpora- 
tion under this Act; 

(b)  to establish, manage and work such 
natural gas urqdertakings as may be 
required in the public interest; 

(c) to advise the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee, if so required. on all mat- 
ters relating to the searching for, win- 
ning, getting, storiag, treating, use and 
distribution of natural gas." 

1 take it that the Corporation will still have the 
right to extend the existing natural gm system. 
Clause 16 gave the Executive Committee the right 
to direct the Corporation as to how the system should 
be extended, but that right has been taken away and 
there has been a curtailment of the right of the Ex- 
xutive Committee. The Executive Committee cannot 
20 to the Corporation and say "We have decided t3 
.xtend gas in a particular direction"; the Corporation 
will go $0 the Execntive Committee and say "We have 
decided to extend gas in  a particular direction" and 
the Corporation will simply notify the Executive 
Committee as to their decision. This is a matter 
which concerns the Government; i t  is one to which 
I daresay the Leader of the House has given much 
thought before he decided to accept these amenct 
ments. I n  a matter of this sort there is much to be 
said for giving the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
the power to direct the work and the scope of thl- 
vork:  but do not let us  get away with the idea that 
the right to direct the work has been taken away f ron~ 
the Governor-in-Executive Comm?ttee an'd that the 
Corporation itself cannot extend the existing nat~xral 
gas system. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, there is another Clauf,? 
the amendment to which must give this Rouse mucl, 
thought and that is Clause 16. The amendment 
says : 

"'\Then fixing the rates and scales of charges 
for natural gas the Corporation shall take into 

~ o i i n t  the cost to the Government or thr Corgora- 
tion of money paid by way of compensation, pur- 
cl,-QC o r  otherwise. for an existing or other well or 
yells. the machinery, pipeline. other necessary appli- 
ances and the general cxpenses for aarrping on the 
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undertaking and &all submit such rates ior  t r l ~  
approval or the Governor-in-Executive Corilnuttet. 

i'hat anlencmeiit definitely tends to increase the 
cost of gas to the consruner and one must bear in 
w n d  that there is no time-limit to that Clause; there 
k nothing to show that within a certain ntumber 
of years the expenses incurred by the Corporation 
must be recovered from the consumerb. l n  other 
words, the proper carryiag out of that Clause ~ n u l  
result in an  increased cost of gas to the consumer 
and no discretion is given to the Oovernor-in-Execu- 
tive Committee to spread to the consumers the ex- 
penses to the Corporation over as long a period as 
the Governor-in-Exe~utive Committee may thiillr fit. 

Other speakers have made little or no reference 
to the deletion of Clauses 26 to 28 inclusive, and those 
Clauses confer upon the Corporation the poxx;er of en- 
t ry  011 lands for certain purposes. I do not see how i t  
will be posiible effectively to carry out this Act  unless 
the servants of the Corporation have the right under 
certain conditions to enter upon lands for the pur- 
pose of seeing whether or not an operation should be 
carried out.  If this Bill had been thrown out by the 
Other Place 1 coultl more apprec~ate that than thr 
deletion of these Clauses because these are the work- 
ing Clauses of the Bill. Under all the Public IIealth 
Acts inspectors must be giwn power to enter up011 
lands to make inspections, so that I do not see the 
real point in deleting these Clauses; they seem to 
be absolutely necessary for the proper working of 
the Bill. I am criticising the amendments but not 
launching out into the question of nationalisation 
as some honourable members have done ; my views on 
that  subject are too well known. I will not follow 
either the honourable senior member for S t .  Joseph 
o r  the honourable senior member for S t .  George into 
those errors and omissions, because, to my mind, the 
Bill has already been approved by the House ; and as 
Your Honour has remarked, there was not even a 
division as regards the principle of the Bill. 

The amendment which sets out that the amonnth 
fixed by agreement or arbitration shall carry interest 
a t  the rate of four per cent per anl~um from the 
appointed day, is. to my mind. a matter which is 
really fundamental. As long as we have our coa- 
stitutional set-up as i t  is, neither Place should infringe 
on the rights of the other. This amendment is, in 
my opinion, an infringement on the rights and 
privileges of the House because a charge has been 
created on the Treasury. This House is well within 
its riehts to voice its feelings in this matter and let 
the Other Place understand that it intends to stick 
to its rights. As to whether the powers of the Other 
Place should supersede the powers of this House 
vhere money Bills are concerned. that is a matter 
for future development. I remember well that some 
years ago t h ~  honourable senior member for S t .  
J o s e ~ h  introd~~ced a Bill which had for iti db-ject 
the bringing into force and operation the Parliament, 
Act of 1911. On that occasion 1 expressed myself 
as being fully in favour of the proposed Rill. becaure 
tis long as the Executive Committee Act renlainr 
on the Statute Book. as long a? 111o1101 R.11\ a~li l  B ~ s o  
Intions can onlv be initiated by the Executivcl Com- 
mittee and as long as the power to create a charge 
on the Treasury remains in the House, I cannot see 
whr a Resolution or Bill should not come into force 
if, in the case of the Resolution. it is read a first R I I ~  

s~cond time and agreed to. and in the case of the Bill 
i t  is read a first. second and third time and passed bv 
the HOIISP. On the onestion of the limitations to bp 
~ n t  on the oomers of thn m h ~ r  Place in relation to tha 
administration, that is one which can only be effectire 

by means of legislation initiated in  this House o r  
of course by the Imperial Parliament; when that time 
comes TTe will have to abide by the Constitution as 
i t  1s then set up. 

There is an  amendment which deals with the cost 
of material and that is the amendment to Clause 10 
(2) . I t  reads:- 

"All charges made by the Corporation for the 
sale or letting on hire of natural gas fittings shall be 
fixed at such rates that the revenue derived by the 
Corporation from such sale and such letting on hire 
shall be such as to ensure a reasonable profit on the 
expenditure incurred in or about such sale and letting 
on hire including the cost of providing or manufac- 
turing such natural gas fittings." 

To my mind, that amendment is very loosely 
worded. If i t  is meant that when the overhead 
expenses for the purposes mentioned in the amend- 
ment are met, the material supplied should not cost 
the taxpayers anything, I can well understand that; 
but if i t  is a question off paying rates above and 
beyond that, I can understand the remarks of the 
honourable senior member for St. George, that that 
will be auother method of increasing the cost of gas 
to the consumer. I n  this colony where fuel is at a 
premium and we have to depend upon the importa- 
tion of wood from British Guiana and of oil from 
Venezuela-we have no fuel here except megass which 
is used in  the sugar industry-it is material that we 
should make the cost of natural gas as cheap as 
possible to the people of this colony. In so doing 
we will curtail the importation of fuel from other 
countries and a t  the same time benefit the people 
of this colony. The words "a reasonable profit" are 
used in this amendment, but  vvhat is a reasonable 
profit? One person might think that a very large 
percentage is a reasonable profit while another person 
might consider a small percentage as a reasonable 
profit; but the Executive Committee would take it 
that the price of the gas fittings should be such as 
would cover the actual cost of the purchasing im- 
portation and handling of the fittings. If that is 
the correct interpretation to  be put  to this amend- 
ment I do not think that anybody really has any 
grouse as to the wording. 

There is another Clause with which I will deal 
before I sit down and that is Clause 11. That Clause 
deals with the supply of natural gas to persons within 
areas covered by license or lease issued under the 
P ~ t r o l e n n ~  Act, 1950, o r  by the Barbados Gas Com- 
pany. and the proviso to Sub<clause I say this:- 

"Provided that, where any licensee, lessee or the 
Company refuses or withholds such consent, the Cor- 
poration map appeal to the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee who may dispense with such consent if, 
in his opinion. it is unreasonably withheld or refused. 
and such consent shall be deemed to be unreasonably 
withheld or refused if the licensee, lessee or Company 
is able but unwilling to give the requisite supply 
upon reasonable terms and witlfin a reasonable time, 
having regard to the terms upon which and the 
time within which the Corporation is able and willing 
to give such supply". 

T myself consider that that wording is even 
better than the original wording. This power is given 
to the Exerutive Committee and I do not think that  
the Executive Committee is going to exercise i t  to  
the detriment of the consumer; on every occasion 
the Corporation &l1 have to satisfy the Executive 
Committee that the terms are reasonable and the 
s n n p k  ran he made IT-ithin a reasonable time. 

Mr.  D ~ p u t p  Speaker. 1 have rambled d l  over 
the  lace. but that is a priviIege which lawyers enjoy. 



I lowaer ,  although I have rambled about 1 should 
not like the I'inu\~ to thmk that I hare lout the 
theme with X-nich I started. 

I .  DEP C' fT  SPEAKER : 1 should like to 
point out that p~iv~leyes  are esceided to all 
iilembers as members of the Ilouse, and not as mem- 
bers of the legal profess1o:l. 

N r .  REECE:  I appreciate that, but l m a k  
more use of those privileges than other members of 
the Rouse, having been called to the same Bar to 
which the honourable sen~or member for St .  Joseph 
has been called. 1 repeat that, in my opinion. these 
amendments constitute a lreach 01 the privilege of 
this House. Under Clause 18 Where interest a t  4% 
is chargeable against the Public Treasury of this 
colony, there is really an amendment to the Executive 
Committee Act, and on a question of this sort, which 
really affects the House and not the Parties or 
individual members, and which really goes to the 
root of our constitutional set-up, we should speak as 
one Body. I am very glad indeed that His Honour 
the Speaker has directed the Clerk to make the note 
which he directed to be made and I am sure that 
every member of this House will support His Honour 
in that regard. 

Mr. ALLDBR; 1 am not at  all surprised at the 
amendments wh~ch have been made to thls Bill by the 
Other Place. I n  my opinioil, they have run  true t~ 
iorm. What does surprise me is our fa~lure  to stag 
a battle at some point or other, because no one coul~ 
disagree that such methods as are being adopted makt 
l t  impossible for the people of this colony to beneh 
from any legislation which is intended to beneii~ 
them. I oannot see any benefits to be derived fron 
the present condition of the Bill having been 
anledded and sent back here. It is a fact that certair 
amendments prevent the extension of the service 
of natural gas so that it would have been made nlorc 
economical to be run. I feel that a t  some time or 
other, we should attempt to see that this sort of 
thing ceases, even if we fail in the attempt; I do 
qot agree that we should sit here supinely and accept 
everything which the Other Place does, because. 
eventually we will not get anywhere at  all. We ar . 
being forced to break our promises to the public anti 
no amount of oral expression oan satisfy the feeling 
of the intelligent section of the public as regards oul. 
accepting such things as we are accepting now. l 
feel that this House should say definitely that we 
are not going to accept these amendnen,%. and if 
there is going to be a struggle for our supremacy 
and privilege, that struggle should take place righ; 
now. I have noticed that occasionally the Other 
Place has seen fit to do something; an oral battlc 
then takes place for a few weeks and after that 
everything goes dead. If the wishes of the peoplc 
a re  to have their manifestation through the repre 
sentatives of the people, nothing should prevent that 
from being done; nothing should prevenk the people 
from enjoying their benefits. I am sure that ver) 
few people will admire the stand which has been 
taken up by this House today; i t  is a fact that il 
vou approach matters in  a bold way, ewn  if you 
lose you must get more sympathy thaa if you accepl 
them tvitliont putting up  the fight which you shonlo 
put up. I feel that things should not go on iikc 
this; I feel that the Leader of the Government shod6 
have some say in any nomination which is made ir 
respect of the Other Place. I t  has happened ir 
England that the Prime Minister has had to .ice thai 
in the souse  of Lords there are members of a par 
ticular political conviction, so that any rneasurc 
passed in the Rouse of Commons wonld ?et a reason 

tuie ~ n 6 h u r e  o i  support. The members of the Otlitf 
seeu to ieel that there is not suiiicient d e w -  

umdtlon on the part of this House to fight and t h t  
,\I: u ~ e r e i j  threatell oocaslondly. I say thax HI: 
> I I ~ U A L L  get  %hat 1s ours aucl wndt belongs to the 
x u p e  filthout any hincirallce. Averythlng which hiis 
.!eel1 uoue 111 tile pant, and which has created COW 

l u ~ e r a j  oexweeu this house and the Other Place, 
!'is g n e n  m e  l:Dpre*lon that the Other Place deals 
nith leyiblatioll 111 sue11 a Itay as to prevent ~t from 
pro-clng its benefit to the colouy generally. bh-e 
sdrmot go ou like that ;  me should call a halt and 
.et: nho 1s who and what is what. While these thingb 
are permitted to continue, the problems of this colony 
are getting greater and greater; more people are 
becolnukg dissatisfied not only with the problems, 
but 111th the people who are supposed to assist iu 
remo~ing those problems. 

it seem* as if this Bill will be implemented with 
!hz3e irmenci~:lcnt~, but i am afraid that the results are 
not going to be as great as we anticipated when we 
hrst cllseussed the &ill. Severai pomts have been 
raised anLr l t  has been remarked that at  present the 
Chvernnient has to depend upon the importation of 
expensive fuel to carry on an  industry which i s  
.ulclcr Gorenlnient control. I. canuot exp res  myself 
fully, but I feel verj- strongly in this matter; I 
belleve 111 attempting to fight for a just cause e'i-en 
i f  1 lose in the attempt. I f  you fight for a just 
cause and you get the sympathy not merely of the 
Barbadian public but that of the whole West Indi,arL 
public, you will have got many sympathisers. At 
present everybody will % say that vre are falling back 
from our promises and putting the blame on other 
people. I do not feel that in  this matter the mem- 
bers of the Other Place should be blamed a t  all; 
we should expect what we have got, but the question 
is whether we are strong e&ugh to fight the Other. 
Place on this issue and get what we should get. 1 
would have felt much better if tfie Government had 
said that they do not intend to accept these amend 
ments: that would mean putting off the taking over 
and running of this industry for  some time, but 
when me did get that, we would be getting everything 
we deserved to get. A t  present, nobody knows how 
much tve m111 g-et out of this industry or how much 
w e  n d l  lose. KO forces can be stronger than the 
(~overnn~ent ;  TC say that natural gas is available and 
,erera1 institutions ~nus t  continhe being served. 
There is no question of closing down the institutions. 
We Go not realise the power which has been giver 
to ns There is no power which is stronger than the 
IVDPIC: the will of the people as expressed by us is 
the only a 4 1  to be exprwed,  and what are we if  
TW cannot carry out our promises to the public? W e  
are only adoptinp schoolboy methods I: have sat and 
iistened to a lot of nonsense expressed from the other 
side of this House. One horqurable member spoke 
in  connection with bringing about emigration all6 
alloxing the coal-pots to continue to burd, but that 
is nothinr to do with this matter: if we were allowed 
to take over industries and run them for the benefit 
of the aeople. more coal-pots would find their 
way into more people's homes. We cannot depend 
on emigration alone for solving our problems; we 
have tq husband the resources which we have here 
and sec that a fair distribution of the wealth is gone 
into before we can look overseas for  assistance. 

X r .  DEPTTTP SPEAKER : I ask the honourable 
member not to carrv that point anv further. 

Mr ALLDER : T am deeply disappointed over 
this matter : you have thousands of people expressing 
an opinion that something should be done and when 
you begin to do that thing, a few persons with per- 



sonal Interest can thron i t  to the wind and kill ihe 
moral fibre or' the cumuunity. bnl  m e  kiarbadian 
pubilc ia ~ t . ~ i - t a ~ ; r o i l e d  and an attempt is be- 
uig made ;o keep the in  that state perputu- 
all) r h l  tile pc~prulat~on \\:U becomc more paaper- 
ueci and clepellaeiit upbn a few charitable minds. Let 
us hale  the courage of our convictions and the con- 
uctlonb oi the thousands of people who have given 
us the nmldate to get a difficult situation removed. 
We chi~nut go on doing things under a weak-kneed 
policy; tne neapons are 111 our hands and we have 
the w d ~ l i i  aback of us lf on; fight is according to what 
is r i ~ h t .  ; nalit  111~- ncin-ael c-ptaiwe 01 these amend- 
ments to go on 

-I!.. .: 13,t1ZF : i -,,I& I;! ,,\.ure the iast honour- 
able 1n-mbf3r n h o  spoke that I sympathize with every- 
? hing h has said. He  has not had the bitter experience 
mhich 1 have had, for  f a r  more years than he, of 
seeing fiustration of the efforts of this House when 
Bills which have been passed are mutilated by the 
0 t h - r  Place. I t  is a couregeous an& manly thing to 
hcvc a bitter fighi and go c!o~-a fighting for  your 
priliciples than to surrender;  but on thc other hand 
who would be left  if we all did thai. There are 
occasions when there is an  abandonment of principle, 
and  I want the utmost publicity to be given to this 
matter. If I am approached personally mith the 
siightest sign of comiliatlon in  respec1 of what is a 
fundamental principle so f a r  as this House is con- 
cerned, S shall not grant the courtesy of speaking over 
the  telephone fa r  more yoing into a room. The time has 
long passecl when we should back dou-n from our prin- 
c4iples; there are many occasions when this House 
has been let down by the persons who have to see 
af ter  the control of affairs ill the Other Place. The 
honourable senior nipmber for St.  John may rote with 
the Gnvernment on this occasion as a nx t te r  of sheer, 
absolute necessity. As fa]. as I can foresee, no matter 
how willing the Government is to continue negotia- 
tions mith the B.U.O.C. if this Bill i s  not passed we 
will be left with two wells without anybody to r u n  
them. e will pay the B.U.O.C. for  these wells and 
TT e can run  them and make as mnch profit out of them 
as  is available to us. We are in a hole and  we thank 
the B.U.O.C. fo r  coming out i n  their full colours. 

I wish to reply to the honourable janior member 
for Christ Church; the hononrable member made a 
good point i n  connection with the Executive Com- 
mittee Act, but  he forgot that the Other Place has 
absolutely no right to interfere mith a money Bill. We 
have gone so fa- i n  our attitude towards this question 
that honourable members will remember Rule 272. d 
fight took place between the House of Commons and 
the ITo~se  of Lords over a long pwiod about the yeal. 
1678-there was one which took place in 1671-and 
a very famous Resolution was pascecl in the Honse of 
Commons. It reads as follows : 

"All aids and supplies and aids to the King are 
the sole gift of the Commons: and all Bills for  the 
eranting of anv such aidc, and ~ n p p l i ~ s  are to begin 
with the Commons; and i t  is the undoubted and sole 
right of the Commons to direct, limit, and appoint in 
snch Rills the ends, purposes, considerations, condi- 
tions. limitations and qualifications of such ?rants, 
which mav not be changed or altered by the Lords." 

That was copied word for  word by our House of 
Assembly: about the year 1680 a Resolution was 
passed by the House changing the word "Riag7 '  to 
4 <  G o r v n o r  ". the word " C ~ m r n ~ n ~ "  to the words 
"Gmeral .\ssembly" and the ~ ~ o r d  ('Lords" to L ' C o ~ : r -  
14". Tt is as clear as daplicht that for nearly three cen- 
t i~ries.  that has been the relationship between these 
two places. Then that  Resolntion became section 6 
of the Executive Committee Act with certain words 
being omitted. It is only the Executi~re Committee 
who can initiate money Resolutions; i t  is t rue  that 

the Act says that  you cannot prevent honourable 
menibers from nioving amendments to a o n e y  Resolu- 
t i o n ~  proviclcd that they do not add to the Reso- 
lutions, but the position is that  the O t h e ~  Plac; 
had .tLsolutelj no r g h t  to make that  amendment 
relative to the payment of 4% interes~.  W e  know 
that a breach of privilege has been committed a n d  
we ignore i t ;  but  it is  purely on the ground of expedi- 
ency that we are doing so. I f  I, as Leader of the  
IIouse, say that  I accept that  amendment, it does not 
ineau that  I accept it as  coming from you;  bu t  on 
behaif of the Execulive Committee I am wiiling for  
:t to be pabscil into law. l repeat that  it 3s with the 
~ 1 8 1 : :  object of prevcliting the destruction of this Bill 
that 1 a n  accepting this amendment. The proper 
approach to  this matter is that  the Executive Com- 
mittee are now putting before the House tha t  we 
approve of the payment of this 4% interest. As re- 
gards other amendments the Other Place had a per- 
fect right to make them, but  we are accepting these 
a~nendments purely for the reason that  we want  to  
get this Rill on the Statute Book because we may 
discover that t ~ o  wells are gushing fcr th  gas 
a i d  there is nobody to look after it. A t  the earli- 
est possible opportunity this Government will take 
the necessary steps to bring back this Bill shorn 
of all i ts  mutilation before the  Legislature. The 
question as  to instructions f rom the Colonial Office 
to  the  Head of the  Executive relating t o  Bills which 
have been passed twice in  this House in  successive 
sessions will be treated as  a mat ter  of the  utmost 
urgency; when this House meets again af ter  it has 
been prorogued, the public will be told of the  new 
altered relationship between the two Houses of the  
Legislature. 1 hope tha t  the  honourable senior 
member fo r  St.  J o h n  will not  feel t h a t  we  are  just 
put t ing off things and again saying tha t  me a r e  
sorry to do i t :  this is the  last  s t raw as  f a r  as the  
Government is concerned, this is the  las t  cup tha t  
has completely r u n  over. T t  is only on account of 
sheer expediency tha t  'I a m  asking the  House to 
accept these amendments which. as  honourable 
members have rightly pointed out,  are,  i n  fact,  des- 
troying two important principles in  the  Bill which 
was passed b p  this House. 

The question tha t  these 3mendments be now 
read a first time was put  and resolved in  the  affirma- 
tive without division. 

On motions of MP. ADAMS, seconded by Dr. 
CUMNINS in each case, the aniendnlents were read a 
second time and agreed to. 

THE ADJOUR,NMENT 

Mr. ADAMS: I n  view of the  fac t  tha t  on6 
of the Resolutions in  Committee of Supply f o r  the  
next  meeting of the  House is i n  respect of the  
Parr>- and Coleridge School, the St.  Leonard's Girls' 
and Chalky Mount Schools-some of the  money is 
needed to pay ontstandinc accounts including wages 
due to people-S am asking honourable members to 
meet next Tuesday to deal a t  least with these mane!- 
Resolutions. T know how difficult i t  is for  hononr- 
able members to meet next  Tuesday bu t  I hope tha t  
they map  restrain their righteous indignation and  
come here so t h a t  it can be possible to  make the 
money available a t  Christmas f o r  some ~f the  pepple 
to whom i t  is due a t  any  rate.  T nnderstand that. 
some honourable members will be milling to  meet 
here earlier than  3 o'clock and T  be^ to  moT7e t h a t  
this House do now adjourn until  Tuesday next.  
the 19th instant. a t  noon. 

Dr .  CUMMINS: T beg to  second that .  
Mr BIOTTLEY: I beg to move as  an  amend- 

ment tha t  the  word "noon7' be dcleterl in  order to 
insert the  figure ancl lrttcvs "3 p.m." T think the  



honourable member's reason for moving the ad- 
journment until noon next Tuesday is that the Other 
Place might deal with this particplar Resolution; 
but I can assure the iioilourable member that hon- 
ourable members mill be compelled to make use of 
some caustic and severe criticism in respect of this 
Resolution. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:  I s  the honourable 
member suggesting that the debate on; this Resolu- 
tion is likely to be protracted and the House should 
meet later than twelve o'clock noon? 

,343. MOTTLEY: That is .what I am suggest- 
ing. I think we should meet a t  the usual hour of 
3 o'clock, p.m. 

Mr. GODDARD: I beg to second that. 
Mr. SMITH : I am going to move an amendment 

to the honourable member's motion. I beg to move 
that this House do now adjourn until Thursday next at 
noon. Most of us are businehmen and i t  will not 
suit 11s to meet next Tuesday, that day being so 
near to Christmas Day. This Resolution is going 
to be debated at length and I feel that i t  will be 
appropriate for us to meet on Th~~rsda?  this ~f~celi. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. Inasmuch 
as the honourable Leader of the House has said 
that there are some wages and outstanding accounts 
to be paid from this Resolution, I appeal to hon- 
ourable m~mbers  to meet next Thursdav and itc.al 
with it. I am sure that the people will need the 
money t o  spend durins the holidays ancl I again 
appeal to honourable members to meet on Thars- 
dav ho that the Other Place can ronsider and pass 
the Resolution next Tnesday. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is  the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph willing to accept a n y  
of these amendments? 

Mr. ADAMS : A11 are agreeable to me. 
Mr. REECE: l think that we should meet oil 

Thursday this week. Next week is a busy week 
and the possibility is that if we come here at twelve 
o'clock noon we may be debating this Resolution 
until late in the afternoon and the workmen con- 
(erued will not get their wages a t  this time. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: A motion has been 
made that this IIonse do now adjourn until Tues- 
day, the 19th instant, a t  noon. An amendment has 
been made that the word "noon" be deleted in order 
t o  i n sv t  the ficure and lettws "3 p.m."; and a fur- 
ther amendment has been made that  this House 
do now adjourn until Thursday of this week at  
noon. 1 shall put the amendments separately and just 
as they mere made for the sake of clarity. The ques- 
tion is that this House do  now adjourn until Thurs- 
day of this week at noon. Honourable members in 
favour of that will please say "Ape," those against 
mill please say "No". I think the "Ayes" have it. 

A division was taken as follows:- 
Ayes: Messrs. SMITH, FOSTER, Cox. ALLDER, 

1Mgpp. BRYAN, ADAMS, REECE. WARD and Dr. CUM- 
MINa 1 0 .  

Noes: Messrs. MOTTLEY, GILL, GODDARD and WIL- 
KINSON A. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:  The question has 
been resolved in the affirmative, ten honourable 
members votmg "Aye,". and four honourable mem- 
bers 1-otiny "No". This House now stands adjourn- 
ed. 




