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THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPClRT) 

SESSION 1950-5 1 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 6th June, 1950. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the Home of Assembly 

met a t  12 o'clock noon today. 

fiesent : 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker)  : 
His Honour Mr. A. E. S. LEWIS, (I).epzcty Speaket,), 
Messrs. L. E .  SMITH, (Chairman of Cmmittees); 
F'. E . ~ L L E R ,  R. G. AMAPP, T. 0 .  BRYAN, M. E. COX, 
F. L WALCOTT, L. E. I?. GILL, F. g .  C. B E T H ~ J - ,  
J. IT. WI&KINSON, 0 .I3 . E . ,  and F. C!. GODDARD. 

Prayers are read. 

MINUTES. 

The Minutes of the meetuigs which were held on 
the 25th April, 2nd May and 0th Map, 1950, respec- 
tively having been circulated are taken as read and 
confirmed. 

Messrs. E .  K.  WALCOTT, ADAMS, and FOSTER 
enter the House and take their seats. 

DOCUMENTS 

Mr.  SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received the following:- 

Financial Report of the Colonial Treasurer for 
the month ended 30th April, 1950. 

Statement on tenantry roads from the Commis- 
sioners of Highways of the Parish of St. Thomas for 
the half year ended 31st March, 1950. 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditure from 
the Commissioners of Highways of the parish (;F 
Bt.  Thorns for the half year ended 31st March, 
1950. 

Statement on tenantry roads from the Commis- 
sioners of Highways of the ,parish of Christ Churcli 
for the half year ended 31st March, 1950. 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditure from the 
Commissioners of Highways of the parish of Christ 
Church for the half p a r  ended 31st March, 1950. 

Statement on tenantry roads from the Commis- 
sioners of Highways of the parish of S t .  George for 
the half year ended 31st March, 1950. 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditure from the 
Comnlissioners of Highways of the parish of St .  
George for the half year ended 31st March, 1950. 

PAPERS LAID 

Xr . AADAMS : Mr. Speaker, I have the honour 
to lay on the table of the House the following 
Papers :- 

The Commonwealth Agricultural Bureaux- 
Twentieth Annud  Report of the Exeoutive Council 
1 9&--49. 

Contract between Messrs J . N. Harriman & C&, 
Ltd. and the Executive Coinmittee of the Islapd of 
Barbados for the construction of a new 
taxiway, and parking apron a t  Seawell Airport. 

Statement showing the gross Customs and Excise 
receipts for twelve months ended 31st March, 1950. 

The Labour Welfare (Housing Lom) @+a- 
Lations, 1950. + .  "' .t 

The Y ensions (Pensionable Offices j (Am,ed- 
ment) Order, 1950. ' 

The Pensions (Pensionable Offices) ( b n &  
m n t )  KO. 2. Order, 1950. 

The Civil Establi~hment (General) (Amend- 
ment) KO. 6 Order, 1950. 

The Customs (Amendment) Regulations, 1950. 
Post OBce Advances for the g a p e n t  of Money 

Orders to the 20th April, 1950. 
Cnlnnial Estimates 1950-51. 
The wages Board (Bridgetom Shop Assistants j 

Driler, 1950. 

PETITION 

Mr. E .  K .  WALCOTT : Mr. Speaker; I beg 
o present a petition from Oscar Pillerdorf,  ,Lazm 
Ipira, Srul Jacob Bernstein. Peltyel Pastern&, 
Sarry Burak, and Jacob Herseh Altman, persons of 
,he Jewish Faith resident in this Islaud, and Eustsce 
Naxw~11 Shilstone representing for the purposes of 
this petition the Barbados Museum and Rilstorical 
Society, praying the House to pass a Bill declaring 
the petitioners to be a corporate body known as 
the "Synagogue Burial Grounds Committee." The 
wetition is respectfully worded and I ask that it be 
:aken as read. .. 

The petition is taken as read. 



NOTICES 

Government Notices are given as follows :- 
Mr. ADAMS : Resolution to approve the Order 

entitled "The Pensions (Pensionable Offioes) 
(Amendment) Order, 1950" made by the Governor 
on the 11th May, 1950, under the, provisions of 
section 2 (1) (a) of the Pensions Act, 1947. 

Mr. ADAMS : Resolution to approve the Order 
entitled; "The Pensions (Pensionable Offices) 
(Amendment) No. 2 Order, 1950" made by the 
Governor on the 17th May, 1950, under the provisions 
of section 2 (1) (a)  of the Pensions Act, 1947. 

Mr. ADAMS : Resolution to approve the Order 
entitled "The Civil Establishment (General) 
(Amendment) No. 6 Order, 1950" made by the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee on the 27th May, 
1950, under the provisions of section 3 of the Civil 
Establishment Act, 1949. 

Mr. ADARIS: (On behalf of Dr. CUMMINS) 
Resolution to authorise the Governor to enter int, 
agreements with persons to serve in the Barbadoc 
General Hospital in any of the following offices 
namely:-Medical Superintendent, Specialist Sur 
geon, Specialist Physician, Special Radiologist, and 
Medical Officer, subjecat to the conclitions bet oat in 
the schedule to this Resolution. 

M r .  ADAMB: Resclution to place the sum ol 
$1.369 at the clisposal of the C+overlior-in-Esec~~tivc 
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1950-5! 
Fart  I, Current, as set out in the Supplementarj 
Estimates 1950-51, No. 1, which form the schedule 
to this Resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS: Eesolution to place the snm or 
$18,430 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executiw 
Committee to supplement the Estimate.; 1950-51, 
Far t  11, Capital, as shown in the Supplementary 
Estimates 1950-51, No. 2, which form the schedul? 
to this Resolution. 

&fr. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum of 
$79,367 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executivp 
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1950-51. 
Par t  I, Current Estimates, as shown in the Supple 
mentary Estimates 1950-51, No. 3, which form tht 
schedule to this Resolution. 

Xr. XDAMS (On behalf of Dr. CUMMINS) 
Kesolut~on to approve the Order entitled "Tht 
Wages Board (Bridgetown Shop Assistants) Order 

%LW' made by the Governor-in-Executive Cornmittet 
on the 27th May, 1950, m d e r  the provisions of sectiot 
3 of the Wage3 Board Act, 1943. 

Mr. COX: Res~lution to sanction the Regulation! 
Mr. ATALDER enters the House and takes his sea,t 
Mr. ADAMS: Bill to abolish grand juries a$ 

to amend the law relating to the presentment ol 
indicments. 

Mr. ADAMS: (On behalf of Dr. C U ~ ~ I N S )  
Bill to amend the law relating to Separation am 
Maintenanre. 

Mr. ADBMS (On behalf of Dr. CUMMINS) 
Bill to amend the Settlement of the Poor ant 
Bastardy Act, 1897. 

Xr. C'OX: Rill t o  amend the Customs Tarif 
ge t ,  1921. 

Mr. ADA,MS : Of my intention to move the Hous 
,nto Conllliittee of Supply a t  the next meeting t, 
consider the money Resolution3 of which notice ha 
been g : ~  cm a cfew moments ago. 

& h .  E. I<. WALCOTT gives notice of a Bill tl 
!ncorporate thn S p n i ~ ~ a g u e  Burial Grounds Committee 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. FOSTER: To enquire of the Senior Member 
E the Exe~utive Committee present a t  the next meet- 
~g of the House of Assembly :- 

W i g  -Government take the necessary steps to 
urvey the East Coast Road for which the sum of 
7,600 is provided for in the Estimates, with thz 
iew of starting the construction of the same road, 
nd relieving unemployment, now that the crop season 
r almost completed ? 

Mr. MAPP: To enquire of the Senior Member 
9 the Executive Committee present a t  the next meet- 
ng of the House of Assembly :- 

l. I n  view of the ban put  by the Government 
f Trinidad on ,persons entering that colony and 
eeking employment, and in view of the unemploy- 
Tent situation locally, will the Government take 
teps to impose a similar ban on Trinidad born m- 
rant5 into this colony? 

Xr. FOSTER: To enquire of the Senior Member 
~f the Exeeritive Committ&e present a t  the next 
neeting of the House of Assembly :- 

Ts Governn~ent aware of the fact that the 
lead Teacher's residence in Chalky Monnt in the 
~a r i sh  of St. Andrew is greatly in need of rppair, 
md is a considerable distance away from the, new 
,chool? 

2. Will Gorernment take t h e  necessary steps to 
-apair and remove same to a more suitable site necu  
he school? 

11r. FOSTER: To enquire of the Senior Member 
f the Executive Committee present a t  the next 
neeting of the Housr of Assembly :- 

Is  Government aware of that fact that the dis. 
rict in Hillaby known as Church Road is urgently in 
~eed  of water? 

2. T i l l  Government take immediate steps to 
,upply this district with water? 

BlLLX READ A FIRST TlME 

011 the niotion of Mr. ADANS, seconded by .Mr. 
_'ox, a Bill to abolish Grand Juries and to amend tha 
law relating to the presentment of illdictments is 
read a first time. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seeondeil by Mr. 
:ox, a Bill to amend the law relating to Separation 
and Maintenance is read a first time. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, S ~ C O ~ I L ~ P ~  by Id*'. 
L'ox, a Bill to amend the Settlement of the Poor and 
Bastardy Act, 1937, is read a first time. 

Mr. MOTTLEY enters the House and takes his seat. 
On the motion of Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. F. L. 

\ T T ~ ~ c m ,  a Bill to amend the Customs Tariff Act 
is read a first time. 

On the motion of Mr. E. K. WALCOTT, secondsd 
by Mr. WILKINSON, a Bill to incorporate the Syna- 
gogue Burial Grounds Committee is read a first time. 

Mr. Mapp asksdor two months' leave of absence 
for Dr. Cummins as from the 9th May, 1950, then 
withdraws his request and asks, instead, for one 
month's leave for the honourable member as from 
today. 

There being no objection, the senior member for 
St. Thomas is granted one month's leave of absence 
from his duties as a member of the House as from 
today. 



CONSIDERATIOX O F  DRAFT REPLY TO 
T H E  GOVERNOR'S SPEECH POSTPONED 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The first Order stands i n  the 
name of the honourable senior mtlmbcr for St. Joseph, 
-To move the consideration of the Report of the 
Select Committee appointed to prepare a draft  Reply 
to the speech which His Excellency the Governor de. 
livered a t  the re-opening of the Legislature. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,--I regret to say that 
the Select Committee has not yet reported. I am, 
therefore, asking leave to postpone this Order. 

There being no objection, this Order is postponed. 

T H E  DEPARTMENT O F  SCIENCE AND 
AGRICULTURE (AMENDMENT) ACT. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands in the 
name of the honourable senior member for St. Joseph, 
-Second reading of a Bill to amend the Department 
of Sci~nce and Agriculture Act, 1925. 

Mr. ADAMS: Nr.  Speaker.-I ask that the 
senior member for St.  Peter be allowed to take charge 
of this Order. 

There being no objection, the hononrable mrm- 
her is allotved to proceed. 

Mr. I". L. TALLCiOTT: Mr. Spc~alrer.--Thi~, Dill 
is a si~nplc matter. It  heeks to reiuovlJ the teaching 
ef Science at I3arr1son Collepc from the Department 
of Agricnltnre and to put it a t  the proper source, that 
is, under the Edncation Department. Accordingly 
this Rill amends the Departrncut of Sei~nce and Ag- 
ricsulture Art and relieves the Director of $ a '  c~ence 
and Aprirulture from his statutory responsibility for 
the teaching of Scimce. I bra to move that this Bill 
be now read a sec011cI timc. 

Mr. COX: I beg 10 seconcl that.  
On the motion of Mr. F. L. WALWTT, seconded by 

Mr. Cox, Xr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the 
IIouce goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITE 
being in  the Chair. 

Clause 1 is read and is agreed to. 
Clause 2. Paragraphs (X)  and (XI)  of section 

eight of the principal Act shall cease to have effect. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: 1 beg to move that that 

be Clause 2 of the Bill. 
Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. E .  K. WALCOTT: There ia a question 7 

should like to ask in  connection with this proposal. 
Section 8 of the Department of Science and Agricul- 
ture Act sets out the duties of the Director of Science 
and Agriculture and one of his duties is "to submit 
from time to time to the Edncation Board as re- 
quired by that Board, ancl to carry out as approved 
bp that Board, a scheme or schemes for providing 
instruction in h'atural and Agricultural Sciences of 
the pupils of Harrison College, for the clue examina- 
tion of these pupils and for the granting of Certifi- 
cate.; of Profkiencv in Agricultural Science to be 
sigiled by the President of the Education Board, the 
Director of Agricnltnrr, and the I-Ieadmaster of Har- 
sison College". I believe 1 am right in saying that 
a t  present they do not hold examinations in Arri- 
cn1k:ral Scienw at IIarrison College. We all agree 
to the proposal that the teaching of Science a t  the 
College should be undertaken by the masters of that 
College instead of, ay hitherto, by members of the 
staff of the Department of Science and Agriculture 
but provision is made in the Act for the teaching of 
Agricultural Science at  the College and 1 think that 
this may bp an opportune time to find out whether i t  
has been given up. The idea, some years ago. was 
that it should be given up f o r  a Course in Dairy 
Science and if i t  has been given up  I hope that the 

lrlembers of this House who are members of the 
Education Board would reconsider the question as 
to whether or not there should be instruction a t  Har- 
rison College with (an agricultural bias. I happen t~ 
linow a great deal about i t  because I was educated 
at  Harrison College to be a sugar planter and I 
took that Course and obtained a certificate. It is no 
lise continually stressing th,at the Colony is an 
agricultural one if you are going to dispense with 
the only special Course that  you used to have for  
the teaching of Agricultural Science, and  merely 
rely on a Course in Dairy Science. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: These are matters for 
the Educational Authorities to deal with and I think 
that the Educational Authorities would be the com- 
petent persons to say whether there should be or 
should not be such a Course as the hononrable mem- 
ber referred to. 

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: I have asked the hon- 
ourable member to tell us whether or not there is 
such a Course. If there is not such a Course I want 
to suggest to members of the Education Board that 
they consider the question of having i t  because the 
Act provides for it. If they have dropped it, a s  I 
lmm- they intended to do, i t  seems farcical in a n  
islautl such as this. You want to train planters and 
rncourage people to take up Agriculture and a t  the 
same time you drop your Agricultural Course. I 
know that some years ago, the Science Department, 
-as distinct from the Education Department be- 
cause the teaching of Qcience a t  Harrison College in 
those days was under the control of the Science 
I)epartnient,-was very keen on dropping the Agri- 
cultural Science Course. Agricultural Science is 
distinct from Dairy Science and I believe they may 
have succeeded in dropping the former. I n  the days 
when I was a pupil at  Harrison College there was a 
special Course in Agricultural Science and one e v e  
tually obtained a diploma if one was successful in 
an examination in Agricultural Science. One who 
took that Course sucessfully was able to leave the 
C o h r  with an agricultural, scientific training and 
do &riculture. 1 have only asked the bonox;lr&h 
member if he knows whether that Course is stia being 
give11 in awordance with the law as it exists t oday  
and if i t  is not then I am appealing to him either to 
consider the matter or a t  any rate put  f o r w a r d a e  
views which 1 have expressed. If i t  has not been 
dropped7 then my comments are unnecessary. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am not in a pos i t i p  
to answer the honourable member's question to-dap. 

The question that Clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill is put and resolved in  the &rmative without 
di~ision. 

On the motion of Mr. B'. L. W ~ m a r ,  seconded 
by Mr. Cox, the CRAIRMAN reports the p w i n g  of 
t11e Bill in Committee. 

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr. 
F. IJ. WALCOTT, seconded in each case by %fr. Cox, 
tEc- Bill is read a third time and is passed. 

T H E  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE , 
(AMENDMENT) BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands m 
the name of the honoursble senior member for Yt. 
Joaeph,-Second reading of a Bill to  amend the 
Executive Committee Act, 1891. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I regret that 
throngh an oversight on my part this Bill was not 
dealt with three or four weeps ago. As honqrabie 
meu'bers will observe. this Blll mere,ly seeks to give 
the Exerutive Committee poFer to let gover.nrne.nt 
lands. I t  is the corollary to the Bill which we 



passed a short time ago to give Vestries the power 
to lease land; that Act is useless without this. The 
plain object of this Bill is to allow the playing- 

fields project to get a h a d .  The Government htw beer, 
advised that the Executive Committee has no p o m ~  
to let government lands; by law, i t  is the legal 
possessor of government lands but it really has no 
pcwer to let those lands. This Bill is merely to give 
it that power and I beg to move that it be n o g  read 
s second time. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that(, 
Mr. WARD enters the House and takes his seat. 
Mr. LEWIS: I do not pretend to know all t h l~  

ramifications of this Bill but I shouqld just like tq  
draw to the attention of the Government that there 
appear to be very extensive lands - the Dock area, 
the Garrison Savannah and other areas of that 
nature - which are leased by the Governilqt and 
about which very few members of the public seem 
t o  know anything. I do not know whether th-is Bill 
will empower the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
to give a 99-year leasc iu respect o:' :till(?.; of that 
kind. I do not know if the present memberq of the 
Exevutke Committcv nrtl anaw that the. Go~rruilient 
owns the site on which the Empire Theatre ih erectcil. 
The public would like to k n o ~  that this if; not an at- 
tempt now. if these lands are wanted for any special 
use more serviceable to the people than that to which 
the present lrssees put them, to deprive them of 
the use of snch lands or to lease the lands. say-, a t  the 
Garrison for 99 years. As T have said. I do not 
know how fa r  this goes and I an1 expecting the 
Governn~ent to enlighten me on the matter, T am 
only issuing a warning which has been given to me 
since the provisions of this Rill came to the 
notice of the public. The Bill is brought for- 
ward in a very innocent way but yoo inay find 
that  it is extended to things other than play- 
ing fields. I aul ~~-illi . ig tll t -l t i ~ m  limit- 
twenty or ten years - for the lease of government 
lands or I am willing to exempt certain lands or I 
am ~ ~ i l l i n g  to insert "playin? fields" in 1 his Rill. 
I am asking the Government to be very careful to 
see that  through an  absolutely innocent project like 
a playing field it does not play into the hands of 
certain people. On behalf of the people of Bar.- 
bados I am voicing this opinion and if i t  has no1 
been consicle~ed bp the Executive Committee I 
suggest th i t  me postpone the f d t h e r  consider- 
ation of this Bill, so that the point to which I 
have drawn their attention and to which certain tax- 
payers drew my attention may be fully considered. 

Mr. ADAMS : I would like to ask the honour- 
able mentbetr this question: Who drew to his nttpn- 
tion that the present Government is taking p.art .in 
something clandestinely or with the object of doing 
something dishonest or contrary to the wishes of the 
people? If the honourable member had anv sericps 
point to raise in  connection wit.h this matter, h+ 
could have done so without airing i t  in the Hbuse. 
The vhole object of this Bill is to give the Vestries 
the right to lease areas purely for the purpose 02 
nlaying fields. If it is possible to lease other lands 
belonging to the Government for any length of time, 
then the Ciovernor-in-Executive Committee must hp 
given credit for having the interests of the people 
as much at heart as anybody else. I am surprised 
that the honourable member who supports the Gov- 
crnment should think that any of its members would 
play into the hands of any vested interests by giv- 
ing leitqns of the sort that exist in  respect of certain 
governnl ent properties. The honourable member 
knows what m y  riews are on this snbject. The 
honourable meipber knows that there have been 
leases in the past when certain people's friends mere 

members of the Qovernlnellt and mhen sites such a s  
he one on which the Empire Theatre is erected were 
easecl for S/- or 101- a year. Take the Aquatic 'Club 
vith its obvious racial discrimination. The honour- 
ible member knows what our views are in that  re- 
;pect and that me have no intention of renewing the 
,resent leases for a second, let alone 99 years, under 
:he same conditions. Therefore i t  was quite un- 
ieeessary for the honourable member to make the 
speech he has just made. 

Mr. LEWIS: I hope you will allow me, Mr. 
Speaker, to make an explanation. I never had in  
mind anything like what the honourable member has 
said. He particularly mentioned playing fields ibnd 
I took the opportunity to issue the warning I have 
issued. 

Mr. ALLDER: I agree, Sir, with this present 
Government having as its intention the changing of 
Agreements which have been entered into with previ- 
ous Governments and administered by other persons. 
But, Sir, I would still like to know by what stretch of 
the mlapination the present Government continues to 
allow the Agreement for the rental of the Qarrisou 
lsasture to continue a t  such a nominal figure. Nr.  
3pealrer, I am told that the Turf Club pays only 2,'- 
wr atiuilm as comnared with the fees charged to per- 
mli \\-il(, tc$t~r. twir stock on the Garrisoii pastnr.. 
rhose people are charged 2,- per month for a COW and 
L/6 per month for a sheep or goat or calf. l feel, 
Sir, that all these things are scenlingly wrong; it is 
~n t r ag t~o~ l s  w h ~ n  ~ . o u  compare the charges. I t  chustls 
mr to fcel that uced to step faster to remove t h o s ~  
evils mhieh have been done in the past. I asked 
gnestion on this 5nhject some months ago and the 
Exerutive Conmiittee has not seen fit to reply yet b ~ t ,  
uevertheless, people who know are discussing the 
right and wrong of such a leasc. Especially in t h k  
day when you say that you are trying to assist in the 
waring of stock and in helping the underprivileged 
to pain their footing yon still allow them to Toe forced 
to pay such exorbitant fees for grazing their stock 
on the Garrison pasture a ~ d  at  the same time make a 
Company which makes thousands of dollars, milks the 
community and exploits everyone who is so weak as 
to inclnlge i11 their trade. pay only 2,'- per annum for 
all the land i t  leases. If these A, oreements mere en- 
tered into years ago mhen persons and things were 
different T do not see the sense in allowing them to 
continue in this day with a different set-up. T sin- 
cerely hope that the Government wo~lld be more 
minclful of what it ic doin:! and wonld endeavour to 
give satisfaction to all and sundry in the colonx. 

The cluestion that this Bill be now read a second 
time is put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
F. L. WALCOTT, Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the 
House goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH 
being in the Chair. 

Clause 1 is read and is agreed to. 
Clatse 2. For section twelve of the Principal Act, 

the following section shall be substituted :- 
" 12. Thr Executive Col~lnlittee ?nay let any 

lands which they may possess for any term and on 
such conditions as they may think fit." 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that that be Clause 
2 of the Bill. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : 1 beg to second that. 
Mr. E .  K. WALCOTT: T mould like to s ~ ? g g ~ s t  

that this is rather twofold in this sense: I t  would be 
possible for the Executive Committee, under this 
Clanse, to do the equivalent of disposing of lands by ' 
making a long lease. Although T have not come here 
to-day with any fixed idea T would have thought that  



any lease to exceed twenty-one years would require 
the approval of both Houses of the Legislature. 1 
merely mention i t  because i t  is o n e  of those things 
that slip you and which occurs to you afterwards and 
further, i t  gets rid of any danger of any person here 
or hereafter being able to get away with something 
that is not intended. If you are going to give a lease 
for any period beyond twenty-one years it should re- 
quire the approval of the Legislature. Now, I do not 
quite understand the senior member for St. John. Did 
the honourable member say that the Turf Club rents 
the land a t  the Garrison Savannah to people who 
tether their stock on the pasture? Because the Turf 
Club has nothing to do with that. 

Mr. ALLDER: On a point of explanation. I 
am sorry if the senior member for St. James got that 
impression from my remarks. What I meant to say 
is that the Government leases the Garrison pasture 
to the T ~ r f  Club-so I am told-but Government also 
charges persons who tether their cows or sheep or goats 
on the pasture 2/- for each cow and 1/6 for each sheep 
or goat per month. I an1 told that the Colonial 
Engineer collects the fees and that i t  is not a case of 
the Turf Club imposing those charges. That is the 
information I have been able to gather from persons 
who know. 

Xr.  E .  K. WALCOTT : I thank the honourable 
member. The position, 1 think, is that the Executive 
Committee keeps complete control of the Garrison 
Savannah and is entitled at any time to do what i t  
likes with thc Savannah. There is a Committee of 
about five persons, including the Attorney General 
and  the Colonial Engineer, who look after the Gar- 
rison Savannah, the control of which has never left 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee. The Turf 
Club have erected buildings on the land leased to 
them and with the permission of the Executive Com- 
mittee they are allowed to use two tracks-one for the 
exwcise of racehorses and the other for race meetings. 
You wiLl have noticed that an advertisement appears 
in the newspapers before each race meeting to the 
effect that the Garrison Savannah has been rented to 
the Barbados Turf Club. I n  the olden days if a per- 
son put a carriage on the Garrison Savannah on a 
race day he had to pay for that carriage but in recent 
years the Turf Club considered that the intake from 
paying for these carriages was not worth while and 
they discontinued the charges. The honourable mem- 
ber will know that the Garrison Committee give8 
permission to the Regimental Sports Club which 
really produced Everton Weekes and to the Polo 
Club to use certain portions of the Savannah. The St. 
Anns Club used to rent a portion in front of the 
.Grand Stand and the Turf Club used to allow them 
to use the Grand Stand as a pavilion. The hon- 
ourable member need not worry about the Turf 
Club and the Savannah; their hold on it is 
very precarious and the Executive Committee has 
never lost control. As a matter of fact the Savannah 
has to be maintained as an open spot. There is no 
long lease and the lessees can be turned off a t  any 
time. 

Nr.  LEWTS: I would like to refer to the notice 
which is published in the newspapers before a race 
meeting. I do not know if i t  is done as an act of 
courtesy to the public bnt I feel that any letting of 
.government lands under this Bill should be notified 
to the public in the Oficial Gazette. I do not know if 
the present membxrs of the Executive Committee 
think that they will be there forever but they should 
feel that the public is entitled PO some information 
about what is being done with public property. Infor- 
mation to the effect that you intend to enter into an 
Agreement or you have entered into an Agreement for 

-several years may be useful to the public. 

The question that Clause 2 stand part of the Bill 
is put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
F. L. WALCOTT, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of 
the Bill in Committee. 

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr. 
ADAXS, seconded in each case by Mr. F. L. WALCOTT, 
the Bill is read a third time and is passed. 

THE PUBLIC ENLPLOYEES PEXSIOK 
(AMENDMENT) BILL 

Nr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands in  the 
name of the honourable senior member for St. 
Jo~ph,--Second reading of a Bill to amend the 
Public Employees Pension Act, 1937. 

Mr. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker,-As honourable 
members will see from the Objects and Reasons of 
this Kill, i t  is intended to bridge a gap which has: 
often been pointed out in  this Home-in fact it has 
been pointed out so often that I suppose all Govern- 
ments are to be blamed for not having introduced 
this Bill before. Every time a public employee died 
m-hilr in the service of the Government, we have had 
to come before the House with a Resolution to deJ 
with the individual case and ask the,Lionee to 
 rant a gratuity to his legal personal representative 
who is frequently the widow. There is no provision 
in the Public Enlployees Pension Act of l937 
similar to the provision in the Pension Act of 1947 
nuthor;ising the payment of a gratuity to the legal 
representative of a public employee and the object of 
this Bill is to avoid coming to the House with an  
indiridnal cas: each time. The anzendnlents are 
tbr insertion of the words "or gratnity" after the 
words "annual pension" in section 12 of the Act and 
the insertion of the words "or gratnities" after thcl 
?\  ords ' granting of pensions' in the same section 
of the Act. 1 beg to move that this Bill be now read 
il second time. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
Jlr.  ALLDER: I appreciate the attempt of 

lhe Government to make its business less cumbersome 
but there are a few points which, I think, are neces- 
3ery to be raised in connection with the Govern- , 
n~ent 's  pension scheme. When the age limit was 
reduced Yome years ago i t  was lauded by a great 
scction of the public; but, Sir, what I see today 
has convinced me that the attempt to reduce the age 
limit has not been as beneficial from the public$ 
point ocf view as i t  was hoped to be. What we are 
getting now in return is a mam resignation of nlbany 
technical public employees and as a result i t  haa 
made the running of Government Departments mucl1 
more difficult. 1 do not want to.suggest that I desire 
to deprive any individual of his r i g h t  but, Sir, I 
feel that something is wrong with the scheme and I 
would sugps t  now to the Government to change the 
Act. I think i t  is necewary so to do. We have now 
to pay three or four persons in respect of one office; 
that is to say, Mr. A resigns and Mr. B fills his place ; 
Mr. B resigns and Mr. C fills his place. I t  goes -bn 
that way and sometimes you find three persons 
drawing pensions in respect of one office and a fourth 
is doing the work and G being paid. I feel that i t  is 
bu~densome on the taspavers. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker,-I would 
to draw to your attention that the honourabld 

member cannot debate the Pension Act. 
Mr. ALLDER: I do not know how other hon- 

ourable members view the matter but to me it does 
not ap,pear to be so good for the colony. I feel that 
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instead of making i t  voluntary for a government 
employee to resign at  55 years of age - 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honoursble member must 
desist from debating the Pension Act. 

Mr. ALLDER: I bow to your ruling, Sir, but 
I still hope that the members of the Government 
have an insight of what I and other people think about 
thr matter. I think i t  is something they should re- 
consider and put back the ages for retirement of 
public officcrs to what they were before they were 
reduced to 55 years voluntarily and 60 years compul- 
sorily. I feel that the same way an  officer can resign 
and do bnsiness for a long number of years after- 
wards, he should be able to serve the public who 
protected him when probably he could not do i t  for 
himself. Often you find men at 60 years of age who 
are still considered as being energetic and capable 
of giving more service. As 1 said I hope that the 
aovernment will appreciate the intention of my re- 
marks and will, if i t  secs fit, send clown legislatior 
to change the Act bec2use if you do not revert to tht. 
fvrmer sehrmc -011 a v  liable to have in the futurc 
a con~nluni t~  of pensioners without any means of get- 
t~ l ?g  the nloney to pay the pensions. 

Thc clueition that t h i ~  Kill be nov- read a seconc 
time is put and reiolrecl in the affirmative ~vithou 
division. 

0 1 1  t h ~  nlotioll OE 3lr. A D A J I ~ ,  s~colldecl by Mr 
F. L. \I-A L,( 0 IT, Nr.  SPEAKER leavcs the Chair an( 
the EIousc goes into Coinnlittee on the Bill, Mr. 
Surrn being jn the Chair. 

Clanscs 1 and 2 are read and are agreed to. 
(j11 thy motion of Mr. ADA?IS. seconded by Mr 

F. I,. \T-A,L( OTT, the CHAIILXAN reports the {passing 
OF the Kill in Committee. 

The Home resumes ancl on the mvtions of h!ir 
ADAX,, sewnclecl in each case by Mr. F. L. WALCOTT 
tlir Rill ib read a third time ancl is passetl. 

TlIE HAYNES PESSION BILIJ 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order is to move 
the secolzd reading of a Gill to provide for the pay- 
rnent of a p~nsion to Douglas *4rclen hlottleg Haynes, 
Manager of the Peasants' Loan Bank in this Island. 

Mr ADANS : Nr.  Speaker, I feel sure that other 
honourable members of this House will support what 
i am going to say in  respect of this Bill, even though 
1 may be nlaking an implied criticisin of some mem. 
bers of the House who are unfortunately not pres 
ent.' This Bill seeks to grant to Mr. Haynes, whon 
we all know and respect highly, a pensiol~ in respect 
of services. As honourable members know, Mr. 
Haynes has rccentlp agreed to undertake the duties 
of administering the Labour Welfare Fund on behalf 
of the Executive Committee and i t  has become neces- 
sary, therefnve, now that his position as 'a civil ser- 
vant - using that term in its broadest sense - is 
cha~ged.  to change the position with regard to pen- 
;ion. At the outset I would like to say. in respect 
of Mr. IIaywsls new post this: This Government 
has bet111 attacked over and over again and notices 
of Addresses have been given as regards its adminis- 
tering thr Labour Welfare Fund. Whoever was in 
power wonld have found the same difficulty which 
this Governtuent found. There has been great diffi- 
culty for  a long period in getting someone to accept 
this post. VTe could not forcgMr. Haynes to accept 
it w h c ? ~  Ire first approached him; we could not force 
the Director of the Peasants' Loan Rank to force Mr 
Havnes to give up the post of Manager of the Bank 
and take on these duties. Barbados being a small 
place, some honourable men~bers might know that ai 
one timr Mr. Jemmott, the late Pnditor General, wa 

ipproached and ask to do tllis work; with his pro- 
'ound knowledge of figures i t  was thought that he 
rould do i t  but he felt that he could not undertake 
he dnties. I t  is ardous work and we had to try 
o get somebody to do it. Eventually an  agreement 
,uitable to Mr. Haynes and the Executive Committee 
vas made ancl as the r e s ~ l t  Mr. Haynes agreed to 
tccept the post. I repeat that it was necessary to 
>nter into an agreement. Et was not a si~llple ques- 
ion of taking a man from any Department of 
he Civil Service and putting him to do this 
,~~ork .  The Government felt that it should get 
the best man and i t  always felt that nfr. Haynw 
was the best man, especially in  view of his experi- 
%rice in making loans to peasants. Again, i t  was 
the desire to meet Mr. Haynes's wishes that caused 
the prolongation of these negotiations. X r  Haynes 
is perfectly satisfied with the present arrangements. 
The Government is also satisfied and as a result, this 
Bill has come before the Sssembly. It follows the 
precedent of the Chase Bill, Honoura'ble members 
vill  remember that Nr. Chase, like Mr. Haynes, was 
one uf those perions to whom one's niind inevitably 
turncrl nhen there was iome odd job to be done. hlr 
Chase's services were nsetl for thr taking of the Ccn 
srw, and just az he n a ,  chasm for the post of I\lar~- 
apw when we launched the Vieus Fort Sheme,  so 
Xr.  Haynes was the choice when it came to the issu- 
ing of loans from the Labour Welfare Fund. I 
Tee1 sure that honourable members will join with me 
in ~ a y i n g  how glad we a1.e that 111". H a p e s  has beeu 
appointed to this office and that a~rangements have 
be11 made Tvhich are satisfiactory to all parties. TEc 
pcnsion has been calculated on the same basis as w e  
calculated Blr Chase's pension. The main thing 
ic that the Government is perfectly satisfied that it 
is fair and Xr.  H a p e s  feels that i t  is fair. I, there- 
fore, hare mnch pleasure in moving thqt thip Bill 
be now read a second time. 

Air. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that. 
On the motiol~ of hlr. ADANS, seconded by F. L. 

Mr. SPEAKER  leave^ the Chair and the 
FIo1tse goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SNITB 
being in the Chair. 

Clause 1 is read and is agreed to. 
Clause 2. Subject to the provisions of this Act 

the Colonial Treasurer is hereby authorised and 
required to pay to Douglas Arden hfottley IIaynes, 
Manager of the Peasants' Loan Bank in  this Island 
a pension at  the rate of two thousand three hundred 
and four dollars per annum, or. a t  the option of 
the said Douglas Arden Mottley Haynes exercisable 
not later than the day immediately preceding the 
date of his retirement from the Office of Manager of 
the Peasants' Loan Bank, in lieu of such pensions, 
a reduced pension at the rate of three fourths of 
such pension together ~ ~ i t h  a gratuity equal to ten 
times the amount of the reduction so made in the 
pension. 

Mr. ADAMS: 1 beg to moyc thqt that be 
Clause 2 of the Bill. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that. 
Mr. WILKINSOX: I would like to ask the 1) 

senior meniber for St.  Joseph how they arrived at 
the sum of $2,304 if Mr. Haynes gave only 15 years' 
service to the Government. 

Mr. ADAMS: T have not checked the figures 
but the amount is supposed to be two-thirds of hi+ 
salary as Manager of the Peasants' Loan 
Bank. ITsing the (precedent of the late Mr. 
Gibbons, the Government has included his yeam of 
service with the Parochial Authorities in  the parish 
of St. Thomas. Honourable members @l1 remem- 
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'ber that the late Mr. Gibbons worked mith the Slani- 
tary Commissioners of St. Michael a d  was second- 
ed to the Board of Health and that whep the ques- 
tion of computing his pension came up for consid- 
eration, the number of years he had worked with 
the Commissioners of Health of St. Miehael was 
taken into consideration. We have used that case 
and the case of Rev. Armstrong as precedents. When 
the Armstrong Pension Bill was before the House, 
the former senior member for St. George-Mr. H. W. 
Springer - specifically drew to the attention of the 
House the case of Mr. Gibbons as a precedent. 

The question that Clause 2 stand part of ti+c 
Bill is ,put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. l 

Clauses 3 to 5 inclusive are read and are a&& 
to. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
P. JJ. WAI~COTT, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing 
of the Bill in Committee. 

The House resumes and on the n~otions of 31r. 
ADANS, seconded in each case bp Mr. F. L. W&COTT, 
the Bill is read a third time and is ,paksed. 

Mr. GARNER enters the House and takes his seat. 

TITE COXBERI11ERE SCHOOL (SITE) ACT 

Blr. SYEAKEH: The next Order stands in thr  
name of the honourable senior mem'ber for St. Josepli, 
-Second reading of a Bill to authorize the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee to let certain government 
lands to the Governing Body of the Combrrnler~ 
School. 

Mr. ADAMS: Nr. Speaker, - As honourable 
members will see from the Objects and Rea~ons of 
this Bill, i t  is proposed to let the Governing Body of 
Combermere School approximately 14 acres of land 
at Weymouth, the fee simple of which is vested in the 
Governor in-Executive Committee. Par t  of this area, 
consisting of approximately 10 acres, comprises the 
existing site of Combermere School and grounds 1vhie11 
have not previonsly been ~Eorinally leased to the Gov- 
erning Body. The remainder of the area consists of 

. a  plot of dbmt 3 acres adjoining the present Comber- 
mere grounds on the South-east side which it is (l.?- 
sired to make available to the school as an addition 
to the existing playing field ancl of a plot of aboni 
1 acre adjoining the grounds on the North-east sidr. 
The batter plot is, however, at  present let in t ena i i t r~  
und cannot be made available for ,playing fields until 
it becomes vacant. This is a simple Rill and 1 beg to 
mcve that i t  be now read a second time. 

Nr .  F. L- WALCOTT: I beg to second that. 
;Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, - While I sym- 

pathize with the attempt to help Combermere School 
to  extend its playing field I still must consider the 
presence of many houses on this land, some of which 
were there for  over l 6  years. I have met some of the 
owners of these houses and they are somewhat ,per- 
turbed that they are going to be asked to remove their 
houses shortly if Combermere School gets possession 
o f  the land. I hope that the Government will see fit 
to recommend that the renters of this land be not 
thrown off suddenly. Some of the houses are in a 
very bad condition and I do not know how their own- 
ers are going to manage to remove them. I also hope 
that these people will not be asked to remove their 
houses in a couple of weeks' time but that they 'be 
given some time to serure other spots of land, which 
are very difficult to be had. It would be a good,thing 
if the Government could make provision for them to 
remove to other government lands a t  the Bay Estate 
or the Pine Plantation. The situation with them is 
very bad and I hope that their case will be considered. 

The &estion that this Bill be now read a smonrl 
time is p u t  and resolved in  the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAWS, seconded by 1M.r. 
F. L. WALCOTT, Mr. SEEAKER leaves the Chair and t h ~  
House goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH 
be)ing in the Chair. 

Clause 1 is mad and passed. 
Clause 2. The Q-overnor-in-Executive Commit- 

tee may let to  the Governing Body of Combermere 
School on such terms and conditions as he shall deem 
expedient those lands mith the buildings thereon 
shown on the deposited plan. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that that be Clause 
2 of the Bill. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. ALbDER: I want to hear a member or the 

members of the Government on the point I raised it1 
case these lands are leased to the Combemere School 
Authority. 

Mr. ADAMS : I am paying the honourable mem- 
ber the compliment of looking through the file to 
give an answer to the point which he raised. 

Xr .  E. K. WALCOTT : I have had a look at the 
plan which is divided into three parts -A, B, and C. 
Combermere School will have the whole of "A", and 
"B" represents the 3 acres which, I am told liarri- 
son College has agreed, should be given to Combermere, 
School and "C" re,presents the part that is, now in 
t ~ n a n t r p .  I am very surprised to hear that Harrison 
College has agreed to give up  that portion which passa  
through its premises. Some years ago the Football 
khsociation tried to get these 3 acres of land to estiab- 
lish a football ground and they refused to let thb 
Association have it. However, it is going to Com- 
hermere School but i t  seems rather peculiar that Har- 
rison College does not want i t  to add to their portion. 

Mr. F L. WALCOTT : I am nokhing to do with 
the plan. I am something to do with what I actually 
saw. The way in  which the land is divided up, i t  
would not be of any  assistance to Harrison College 
if the 3 acres on the South-east side were added to 
their grounds ; i t  would not extend the College's lplay- 
mg field to the extent that i t  would make i t  more ~ s e f u l  
as a playing field. But Combermere School could make 
profitable use of it. Honourable members shdi4 
bear in mind that if Com'bermere grounds are to be 
used for the erection of a technical block, you are going 
to find more boys and even girls up there in subse- 
quent years and there will be the necessity for more 
playing fields. When it comes to the question of the 
number of pupils you have to remember that there 
will always be more ,pupils at Combemere School 
than a t  Harrison College. 

Mr. LEWIS: The question whiok the senior 
member for St. John has asked may be difficult to 
w w e r  but I will t ry  to put  i t  this way and hope 
that the senior member for St. 3oseph or the senior 
member for the City will be able to help me. On 
behalf of the people who are now tenants of the por- 
tion of this land that is on Roebuck Street I would 
just like to know whether either of those two hon- 
ourable members would say whether the tenants will 
become the tenants of the Governing Body of Com- 
bermere School or in case they have to remove, 
whether they would be given consideration similar to 
that which was given by the Government to the 
other tenants who had to remove some time ago. 
I think a statement to that effect would put  the 
people's minds a t  rest. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I think the people have 
been given a solatium already. After the flood l& 
year many of the persons that were living t h e n  



realized that they had been living in  a place that 
was not suitable for normal business and the erec- 
tion of houses. Some of them removed their houses 
voluntarily. Then there came the question as to 
whether me should force the others to remove. Some 
of these have been carrying on business there for 
some years and i t  was agreed that they should be 
given 5 or 7 years' notice but that in the event of 
any tenant removing during that period, no on3 
tvould be allol~ed to erect another house on the 
vacant spot. SO i t  is not a question of no consid- 
eratioll being given to these people; i t  is because 
consideration has been given that businesses and 
houses are still there. The Government feels that 
the land Tvould add to the amenities of Combermere 
School and would, a t  the same time, remove a very 
serious block, if we should have flood waters again. 

Mr. ALLDER: If what the senior member for 
St. Peter has just said is the decision of the Execu 
tive Committee, i t  should be told to these peoplc 
because many of then1 are still runllillg arounl 
encp i r in~  what their position will be vdzen this land 
is given oyw to the Governing Body of Combern~ert. 
School. I ~ o u l d  like to say that T appreciate the 
statement whi& the hononrablc member has jus: 
made, naniely. that these tenants wonld be given the 
I,ri-vilege of for 5 or 7 years bnt T W O L L ~ ~  

like to know if that infor~lzatio~l has been passed 
on by the (:orernment to the tenants. 

MY. E K. WALCOTT : It seems to me that 
this Bill is not necessary, in view of the Bill which 
u c  paiscd earlier today anlendil~g the Executive 
Committw Act. If this Bill ic, ~ o r t h  while, V C  

should not  have passed that Bill amending the Execu- 
t::? Comiziittee Act. 

Mr. ADAMS: I though1 of the point that t h ~  
senior meinber for St. James has just raised but some- 
body mar take the view which the honourable nzem 
bcr expres~ecl ~vhen we were discussing the Bill tc 
amend the Executive Committee Bet, that is, if a 
lease of governnient lands is to be for a period 
exceeding twenty one years, tbe approval of thf 
I~egislature shonlcl be first obtained. I t  is proposec 
that the lease of these lands to Combermere Schoo' 
should be for a longer period than tmnty-one years 

Xr .  E. I<. -iCTALLCOTT: I never suggested thal 
the Exec~~tive Conzmittee should be limited to 2 

period of tn-enty-one years. 1 suggested that i 
anyone wanted to lease land from the govern men^ 
for a period exceeding twenty-one years, the approval 
of both Houses of the Legislature should be first 
obtained. There is no point in stating that the Execu- 
tive C'ommittee retains the fee simple of this land 
The dcvelopmeiit of these Schools nmst be on one 
of two lines: either they go on being supported by 
government funds and relying on government funds 
to carry on or they mill be taken over entirely by 
the Government in due course, in which case the3 
will br gorernment whools. If you feel that Com. 
bermerr School needs this land for the purpose oi 
carrying on their proper duties, why not give i i  
to them out and out and be done with i t ?  XThai 
is the use of talking about leasing it to them? YOL 
do not intend to take i t  back and it does seem tc 
me that J-on should pv.t the matter on its true basir 
and not bother with the lease at  all. 

Mr. ADAh'IS: Speaking for the other mem'ber< 
of the f io~ernment and myself T think it is a ver> 
good tllinr for a Government who holds propprty tc 
be as liberal as possible in leasing it but i t  shoulc 
not divest itself of that property forever. 

The question that Clause "itand part of the 
3ill is put and resoll-ed in the affirmative without 
fivision. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
7. L. WALCOTT, the CHAIRNAN reports the passing of 
he Bill in  Committee. 

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr. 
~ D A ~ I S ,  seconded in each case by Mr. F. L. Walcott, 
he Bill is read a third time and is passed. 

A t  this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SPEAKER resumes the 
Chair and adjourns the House until 2.45 p.m. in  
scwrdance with Rule 40 ( a ) .  

JUSPENSION O F  RULES 61 (a) AND 61 (b). 

On re-assembling, 
Mr. ADAMX : Nr. Speaker,-I ask leave to 

nove for the suqpension of Rules 61  (a) and 61 (b)  
In order to continue Government Business. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rules 61 (a j  
md 61 (b)  be now suspended. 

Mr. Cox seconded the inotiou whicli waq agreed 
,o. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
mder Government Buiiness stands in the name of 
he honourable senior member for St. Joseph-Sec- 
,nd reading of a Bill to  ameizd the Widows and 
3rphans Pension Act, 1928. 

MS*. ADAXS : This Bill i ,  a simple one; it is like 
me or two of those Bills with which we dealt earlier 
bo-day. As honourable members will see from the 
' Objects and Reasons ", and if honourable membere 
will bear with m6 I will read them, "The subordinate 
Government offices listed in the Schedule to the Bill 
became established offices on the 1st April, 1948, as a 
result of the Civil Establishment (General) Order, 
1949, and in consequence the holders of those offices 
became liable for the first time to contribute to the 
Widows and Orphans Pension Scheme. It is consider- 
ed, however, that such officers should not be compelled 
to contribute to the Scheme unless they wish to do so 
and accordingly the Bill provides that &he Widows and 
Orphans Pension Act 1928 shall not apply to persons 
holding scheduled offices if prior to the 1st April, 1948 
+hey were holding corresponding offices and were not 
hen contributing to the Scheme. The Bill provides, 
zomever, that they may, if they wish elect to become 
:ontributors, in which case they will be required to 
:ontribute as from the 1st April, 1948. The Bill 
dso provides that any abatements which have in the 
meantime been made from the salaries or pensions of 
persons who are exempted by the Bill shall now be 
repaid to them." The object of this Bill is clear and 
I beg to move that the Bill be now read a second time. 

hIr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Bill be now read a second 

time was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. A D A ~ S ,  seconded bp MT. 
F. L. WALCOTT, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the 
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH 
being in the Chair. 

The three Clause5 of the Bill were read and pase- 
ed. 

The Sche,dnle was read and agreed to. , 
On the motion of 3Ir. ADAMS, seconded bp MY. 

P. L. WAT~COTT. the CHAIRMAN reported the passing 
of the Bill in Committee. 



Mr. SPEAKER resume,d the Chair and reported 
C aosarziingly. 
- ,On motions of Mr. ADAMS, secondad by ME F. ]L. 

W&wm in each case, the Bill was mad e t b i d  time 
S !  p&. 
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REPRESENTATION OF T E E  ~xdpm 
BILL, 1950 I 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
stands in  the name of the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph:-Second reading of a Bill to amend 
the Representation of the People Act, 1901. 

F 
Mr. D A M S :  Mr. Speaker,- This @ a Bill 

which one, might say is a Bill of very great impor- 
tance. I think that all honourable members and 

-Y members of the general public who are not still la- 
bouring under the delusion that you can htave a demo- 
cracy and a t  the same time have limited pomers of 
the expression of will by the people who form that 
democracy, will agree with a Bill of this sort the chief 

L object of which is to give the right to every adult 
member of the population to vote for  members of thc 

1 General Assembly. This Bill also se4eks to abolish 
the qualifications for membership of the Assembly-- 
qualifications which were inevitable in days when 
the fnanchise was limited to land owne,~s-an anomaly 
which should now be wiped out. As honourable men-  
bers will see from the "Objects and Reasons", thi. 
objects of this Bill are threefold, the first is to abolish 
the property qualification; for membership uf thc 
General Assembly, the second, to grant adult suffragv 
and the third, to reduce from 12 to 9 the number of 
members required to form a quorum of the Hcnse. I 
shall deal with each of these objects separately. To 
put the position briefly, this Bill merely ~eelrs to do 
what every democratic country should do, that is to 
give every adult member of the community the right 
to vote. I do not wish to give any historical exposi- 
tion as  to what I have said; every reasonable person 

1 in the community will agree, that adult suffrage is 
a necessary adjunct of democracy. But just on t h ~  

a off chance that either in this Place or elsewhere there 
might be, adduced some argument for limiting thc 
right of every adult member of the community sc 
vote, I should just like to remind honourable member., 
that our Representation of the Pe,ople Acts, passed a:: 
they have been. from time to time, have culminated 
today in a hotch-potch of anomalous enactments. Wt. 
have got rid of some, anomalies in comparatively re- 
cent years, for instance, the qualificatiol~s in respeci 

'P of the possession of a B.A., an M.A., or any other de. 
gree of any University of the United Kingdom or a 
.testamur from Codrington College, and other fancy 
.qualifications, as the late Sir  Charles Clarke used t o  
call them. We have always to remember that thiq 

C Assembly has some unique views, some for good and 
eome for evil ; its views are unique in the sense that it 

..L is one of the oldest Chambers in  the British Empire 
%nd therefore it bears in its legislation the marks of ' / antiquity, some of which are favourable and some of 

\ I d i c h  are to be, eradicated. One can well imaginc 
that when property meant everything, \property own- 
em w d t j  make sure that only property owners had 

@ the Fi&t to pass laws; they would also eliminate 
voting b p  putting in an income qualifi- 

, and when that was no longer possible thev 
eliminate them by keeping the franchise so high 

fht few ex-slaues would have, the right to vote. 
Bat we have had 300 years of representative imtitu- 

mos~here of democracy nervades the west- 
and after that T would be labouring 1111 

my argument that the time has long pass- 
is nere,wary for the protagonkts of adult 

lain their position, except 
cracy. I pause here mereiy 
not hear but which I may 

hould be a literary test for  
land i t  created laughter be- 
not serious, that if a literate . an  illiterate one doubly 

deserws the m$@. People are illiterate today because 
of sheer net-ity, because previous Governments did 
not see fit tq m&ke it possible for their parents to send 
them to school, so that they might become literate. 
Nim out en illiterate persons in this island 
are illiter their parents had to keep them at 
home i n  o p provide for the family exchequer 
at  an early age. To say that because of the misfortune 
of your nctt itviag a father and mother being able 
to send you t0 rc$Qol you should be deprived of the 
right to saj7 wbQ k 40 make laws for you, is something 
illogiml ; it is an ar$ument which if put ?forward in all 
seriousness pmvbe that the propounders of i t  have 
not viewed the W t e r  from every angle. I hope I 
shall not be cdbd upon to cross swords with the hon- 
ourable j u ~ i o r  member for St.  Lucy who t sed  to be 
very strong in tbe past on the question of illiteracy. 
Illiteracy is la midortune and not a fault;  sometimes it 
may be nec-ry do daprive of the vote a person who 
suffers from i mis fo~hne ,  but the misfortune from 
which he sutIers p ~ v f t n t s  him from exercising any 
sort of judgement wbatmer in casting his vote. I refer 
to lunacy ; it would be preposterous to give a lunatic 
the -,-ote on the 4f democracy when he cannot 
use his vote in& L. But the argument .that a n  
illiterate man should not be given the right to car& 
his vote because he cannot cast i t  intelligently is U& 

by the Conservatives who are afraid that he will not 
vote for them; however, i t  is chiefly a n  illiterate man 
who votes for the Conservatives. I n  the country 
districts in England the average agricultural labourer 
is a Conservative because he is accustomed to look to 
the squire: i t  is only when he comes in contact with 
the towns that he become3 a Labourite. In this island 
it is only that the town has moved to *he country and 
made the labourers L a b o ~ r  minded. When I first 
went to the country the average labourer was as con- 
servative as those honourable members who adorn that 
side of the Table; i t  is only by constantly hammering 
rtt the illiterate and the semi- illiterate that they voted 
in a more liberal way than their fathers voted. I 
tlppeal to honourable members to see that you cannot 
deprive of the vote a person who has been deprived of 
education because his parents voted for the form of 
Government which made it impossible for him to have 
education. 

I am asking honourable members however difficult 
it may be for them to diseard their preconceived 
opinions, to look a t  the question of the quorum of this r 

House as statesmen and not as  Party politioians. I 
claim on behalf of the Government that this provision 
in this Bill to reduce the ql;orum of this House from 
12 members to 9 members has nothing to do with Partjr 
politics from our angle; if we were an  O_~pmi-tion 
we would vote for it. Need I tell honourable members 
over and over again that this House meets very seldom 
and when important measures have had to be dealt 
with, honourable members have found themselves not 
being able to sit  because in the Act itself we are told 
that no business can be transactea unless there is a 
quorum of twelve members? I ask honourable mem- 
bers-I ask the honourable junior member for St. 
.Tames who in'his life mmt  have sat as a member of 
more Boards than all the rest of us have sat or wiE 
sit as members; has he ever heard of anybody in my 
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part of the world---company, association cr xhatevcr 
you like-with a quorum composed of 5OC/o of its 
members? I have tried to discover any sort of bod~-  
of which a quorum is 5076 of its members and I have 
failed to do so. I t  is a contradiction In ternis-the 
very word "quorum" means a small part of a larger 
body to which is entrusted the work of the larger body 
which for one reason or another cannot assemble to 
carry on business. TIE only reason why this Govern- 
ment is asking the House to reduce the qcorum fTom 
12 members to nine-~ve would have asked for it, if 
we were only ten in  number-is d ~ e  to the fact that 
over and over again we have seen how this harl ,  
Mede and Persian law prevents us from transactmg 
business when i t  should be transacted. I aqk hononr- 
able members not to take notice of some newspaper 
articles which have appeared in connection with this 
matter; i t  has been said that this Government pro- 
poses to substitute the rule of the nine for that of the 
twelve, but the same writer forgot that everything v e  
do in this IIouse is subject to the approval of th? 
Other I'lacct, and that in the Other Plac- t ~ o  or three 
call form R qlwruni and they can throw ouf legislatic~ll 
which collw\ from this i'liw. This Govc~nment har 
11lade this proposal as regards the clnornm of this 
Ho~,s-, alld if it is vit~ven calmly and cl~spas~ionately 
it ('an only lead to the more urgent transaction of 
p ~ ~ b l i c  I,u5inccs; that can he the only result. Therc 
will be lcis danger of moetings being abortive than 
in tlir y b t  &Is soon as this proposal is pnt forward 
you hear thnt W,? have some ulterior motirc for rp- 
ducing the quorum of the House. I hope that some hou- 
ourahle in~mber will move that this provisioll be elimi- 
nated altogether from the, Act. The quorum should he 
set out by the IZuler of the Assembly, but we have it in 
the Act and therefore we cannot move to rescind or 

0 with the postponr t h ~  operation of any Rule dealin, 
q110rum. Seed I remind honourable members of what 
most of us or all of us know that the operation of this 
provision in respect of the quorum is such that we 
have had to stop a debate? Only two weeks ago 1 
was present in the House of Commons and the House 
was filled for a division to be taken. Over 400 mem- 
bers attenclecl and as soon the division was taken and 
some honourable member started on a private affair, 
19 members remained in the House and the debate 
continued. The c1uorr.m there is 49 members out of 
600, and the debate continued ~vith 12 members of the 
Government and '7 of the Opposition. If anybody 
had drawn to the attention of the House that there 
were onIy 19 members present, 49 would have to form 
a quorum and perhaps they would go out again and 
the debate mould have to be stopped. Nothing is to 
be gained in any Parliamentary Assembly by having 
an  absolute Rule that such a big number must form 
a quwcm and thus cause the postponement of the 
work which the Assembly should do. I hope that 
honourable members will gradually see their way to 
?it from clay to day for a limited period and have a 
reccs? at Easter. Whitsuntide and Christmas and do 
not sit during the hot months. But until we come, to 
that, do not let us pat  shackles on ourselves bp sticking 
to t h i ~  qnonm of 50% of members-a t h i w  nnheard 
of in any othcr Assemblr. I sax- that there should 
b a snffic icni nvmber of y;-prnher~ pr-seat to 4 - '  
t h n t  n ~ h l i c  husinecc i? nT>t tral;ua,.+tcl 1,:- 
handfnl of peopl? ; the onorum c!rol~ld nr,t br- 
three or fonr oizt of twenty-four and there should be 
sufficient responsibility of members not to t ry to rush 
important matter? through the House in the absence 
of sufficient members to give those matters thorough 
study. Row often do we find in respect of Statutory 
Boards that a question of great importance comes up 

1. 

and there are only one or two members W) 
mbute to the matter ~nc le r  discussion by xre a96*& 
how often do we find thgt the consideratfuSFexlPlct 
particular question is postponed until there 
House ? That happens every day ; i t  happ 
Housing k o a r d  and with other Boards 
appeal to, nonourable uieinbers to agree to that p o r t i o ~  
of this Gill which deals with the reduction of the 
quorum from 12 members to 9 ;  I assure honourable 
members that the object of this provision is to make 
i t  impossible for us to have constant abortive meet- 
ings. The provision of a quorum of 12 members 
might have been necessary 300 years ago when it took 
the progenitors of the hono~rable senior member for 
St. Lucy six hours to get to Bridgetown and you had 
to make sure that those who lived near Bridgetom 
did not pass something which those in  St. Lucy did 
not hear about; but it is now necessary to have this 
anomalous provision of a quorum of 12 out of 24 mem- 
bers off the Statute Book. As I have 
already said, I hope that some honourabla 
member mill move for the elimination of t h ~ ?  
provision altogether and leave i t  to be made by 
the Rules of the House. 1 hope, too, that the House 
\v111 Tee that the prorision that a q1.orum must be 
present by 12.15 o'clock should be changed; even the 
question of the time as to when the Eouse should 
sit is too inelastic. You cannot do public busineso* 
in the year 1950 as i t  waq done in the year 1650. 
excellent as it might hare been clone then. 

Tha first object of this Rill as set out in tile 
"Objecta and Reasons" is tc. abofish the property 
quallfirationr for membership of the General Assem- 
617.; if people do not a g x e  today that in a democratic 
Assembly themx should bc no propel ty qualificatians 
for membership and them should be no property 
qt~~lificatioiis for tlir right to vote, they ~vill  never 
8agrer ancl it is of no me arguing with them. I do not 
propow to argue to-day uhat is a very profitable oc- 
cupation among adolescents; every school 5- oy o r  
school girl debating society will argae that if you 
are cleinocratic you believe in adult suffrage. You 
either agree that ercry member of the community 
i!l~tild have the right to a. seat in this House or you 
tlo not; if you have given any thought to the sub- 
ject ancl carmot be persuaded to-day then you will 
not be' persnaclecl. I suggest that honourable mem- 
bers should express their views on this Bill by all 
means but g i ~ e  their votes for the business of the 
House being conducted expeditiously and remove 
the accusation that you are an undemocratic set-up 
in that there are still large numbers of people who 
are deprived of the right to vote and equally large 
numbers who are deprived of the right to be elected to  
seats in the House. I beg to move thlat this Bill be 
now read a second time. 

Messrs. BRANCKER and CRAWFORD entered the 
House and took their seats whilst Mr. ADAMS W= 
speaking. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I t  is a pleasure for me 
to second the motion for the second reading of tk@ 
Bill. I feel that this Bill will bring to an end 
matter of peonle who want to come into this Assem 
bnt ~ h o  are deprivrl from doing so. This Bill $ 
abont 10 years overdue. The question of the qnalifa- 
m t i w  for membership of this EI01we i~ a serious 
n c o :  tl.are are w m c  F~nonrahlr  members who do not 
~ - - r r t  w - ~ ~ T -  m m  fn  h n v  the riqht to  be a member 
of this I Io iw but we want to make the snobbi&, 
realis. that thiq is, the ace of the common man a d  
m+ of snobbery. Erery man should hme  the riqht dn 
hp R ~netnbnr of this Home as Ion? as he feels that b 
is fit to h- here Too many people have been esereirr- 
ing snobbery for too many years and too many 
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el thlftt theirs is a God-given right t o  
.his age should be an  indication to every 

-r who has that feeling that membership 
this Assembly is not the God-given or sole 

r ight '  of a few, b ~ t  i t  is the right of every mem- 
ber of the community to add his weight to the com- 
munity. Even those who have had the privilege of 
being members of this I-iuuse who were allowed to 
represent the people under the Representation of the 
People Act, only represented a small minority of the 
people and they must see that times are being chang- 
ed. A social revolution has taken place in  the world 
and Barbados cannot be left out of the picture : more- 
over, I feel that broadening the basis for bringing 
people into this Chamber is the means of maintaining 
good representation right down the line. I was sur- 
prised to hear people speaking of the poor man in  
such terms that you would believe that the poor man 
did not exist before. yet there are those who will say 
$hat we should not pass measures such as the one 
.before us. For once this Bill will stop the snobbery 
.that existed in this island before in so far  as the 
representation of the people is concerned. I t  is not 
,a matter of saying that you should make a proper, 
income qualification the criterion or ability to repre- 
.sent people in this House ; that is moonshine. As the 
position now is, because a poor man is 01-t of a job 
-because he cannot earn $80 a month-he is pre; 
,eluded from membership of this House. I ask hon- 
ourable members this question; how many independ- 
ent working-class men in this community can come 
forward to this Assembly on the qualifications that 
are set out in the Act?-Very few indeed. If you 
believe in democracy you must think that people 
should be given the right to become members of this 
Chamber without these qualifications . As regards 
%he question of the qLoruni of the IIouse. it is o b ~ i -  
ous that if you put a basis on n-hich to elect people 
to this House there should not be any shackles to 
prevent them from working. As the honourable 
&over has said. I defy anv honourable member to 
mention any ~ s s e m b l y  in  the world where 5070 of 
t , b  members make a quorum. het us not mind 
the new~paper which referred to the reductior 
of the quorum from 12 members to F) and stated that 
the Labour Government wants to make a change. W e  
have seen many times that no business could be done 
in this House because of the absence of a quorum 
we have sat in this Chamber and seen a meniber 
just outside and he refnsed to come in and allow 
the business of the House to be cond~cted, but as 
soon as you get a quorum then all the men~bers 
come in. We must take public business seriously; 
we want to have in this Chamber members whc 
are really democratic. I tell honourable member$ 
that I ha~a  no fear of this Bill because if you be. 
lieve in democracy then you must kill snobbery. Toc 
many people die for democracy and we cannot per- 
s e t l a t e  any semblance of snobberv. I doubt verj 
mrxh if any honourable member from the opposite 
dde  of the House will oppose this Bill because t h o s ~  
honourable members seem to have been converted t c  
th+ idea that a social revolution has taken place 
and that every man has the right to be here. Can any 
hono~~rable member qay that i t  is his wealth and 
nosition that make him feel that he js qualified to 
he here to bake the interest which he takeq in the 
neople? If he answers that question correctly then 
be can see no difficulty in makinq this Bill lam. 
Every time that they lowered the franchise' in  Eng- 
land i t  meant that more laws were passed in the in- 
terest of the people, because the people, had the op- 

portunity of sending to Parliament people who had 
been forced to pass laws in the interest of the people. 
As regards the qualification for voters, me in this 
coiony have come down from the g 5 0  qualifica- 
tion to the S 2 0  qualification and we have seen what; 
h w  happened: when a member is answerable to mora 
people than before then his conduct will be watched 
with greater scrutiny. I have much pleasure in 
seconding the motion for  the second reading of this 
Bill. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I am very glad to hear the 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph say in  re- 
spect of this Bill that there is no Party question. 
Indeed this is no Party question; i t  is a question in con- 
nection with which both Parties spoke in  favour a t  the 
ilast Election campaign. We believe that there should 
be adult suffrage and so I am hoping that honourable 
members will not view this matter as  any Party ques- 
tion. We on this side of the Table have agreed be- 
tween ourselves that we shocld press for adult 
suffrage, (Cheers), we believe that everybody who 
is in  his right mind should, have the right to vote 
for whom he wants to represent him in this House. 
However, I am not quite convinced that there should 
not be a separate qualification for membership of 
this House. We are behind some of the big countries 
and after all we do want the best people in the House 
to represent the wishes of the people. Everybody will 
admit that it does require some ability to represent 
the people in this IIouse and to do what is best for 
the com~try. On the qnwtion of the quorum of the 
House I cannot agree with the proposal to reduce the 
number of members forming it, and a t  this stage I do 
not propow to speak at any length on this question. I 
will just say that I do not agree with the honourable 
~enior  member for St.  Joseph that this is a question 
of pementages only. The question is: what is the 
minimum number of members reuuired for inalrinp the 
laws of the country ? In the reduction of the q u & m ~  
of the House to 9 members I see this danger: you will 
always have the Party in power with a small major- 
ity. I t  means that  if you make the quorum 9 mem- 
bers and only 9 members turn up, five people can 
make laws for the country. With five members 
out of 23 making laws for the country, I do not 
think i t  would be wise to reduce the quorum to 
such a low figure. I know that we are all stand- 
ing for the good government of this country: I 
have spoken with the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph in connection with the reduction of 
the quorum-I think i t  was last June  or Ju ly  before 
I went away-and I told him-the honourable mem- 
ber ~v i l l  remember-that I was very doubtful that  
it would be to the benefit of good government to 
reduce the quorum of the House from 12 members 
to 9, When we go into Committee on the Bill we 
can argue all these points out ;  but  I want to 
assure the honourable senior member for  St. Joseph 
that we on this side of the Table are in favour of 
two of the three principles set out in this Bill. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I think it is unnecessary 
in a\.6hamber constituted as  this is a t  present and 
it t h i a i m e  in our history to labour the desira- 
bility of granting adult suffrage. I t  is now mGre 
m less geperally conceded by the people in 
island who are in line with geheral democr&$s _,-M' 
thought that every single taxpayer whether be 
rhe pays direct or  indirect taxation is entitled t 
rome say in the election of people to control t h  
tffairs of the colony. Therefore there need not  b 5% my undue discussion on the necessity for support 
n g  that phase of the Bill which deals with the " 
.emoval of all qualifications for ~ o t i n g ~ f o r  mem- 
>em of the General Assembly. Similarly. i t  is 
llmost a natural corollary that there should be sim- 



ultaneously the removal of the qualifications for  
membership of the Assembly itself. As a matter 
of fact, i t  is now close on two years since I intro- 
duced into this Assembly a Bill which sought to 
remove all qualifications for  voters or to grant 
adult suffrage. This present Bill goes a little fur- 
ther than mine in that  it proposes to remove the 
property qualifications for  membership of the 
House and reduce the number of members neces- 
sary for  forming a quorum from 12 to 9. I regret 
that  this Bill does not pay due attention to an- 
other matter of some importance with regard to the 
representation of the people of this country: and 
that  is with regard to the present number of con- 
stituencies and the manner in  which the colony 
is divided for the purpose of electing members to the 
General Assembly. I do feel that the time has come 
when the parish of St. Michael should have a t  least 
two more seats in this Assembly. In  other words, 
the present division of twelve constituencies is, in 
my opinion, insufficient to give adequate represen- 
tation to the oolony as a whole, and more adequate 
representation would be secured by the addition 
of two sedts for the parish of St. Jfichael. I am 
therefore suggesting to honourable members to 
agree with me that no harm can be done and a 
very useful purpose would be served by accord- 
ing to tne parish of St. Michael two more seats in 
the General Assembly. I therefore irptend to pro- 
pose later on that the island should be divided 
into 26 constituencies, four being in -respect of 
the parish of St. Michael and the others being 
dlowed to remain as they are a t  present. If for 
any reason i t  is found practically impossible now 
to support an amendment of this sort, I think that 
no harm can be done if the further consideration 
of the Bill is postponed for a week or two in order 
t o  give effect to the recommendation which I have 
proposed. The General Elections are yet some time 
off and there is no point in tinkering with a Bill 
of this sort or making several bites a t  the same 
cherry when we can with a very short delay pro- 
vide the necessary amendment to the Bill and a t  
the same time secure the objects which the Bill 
seeks to achieve. There is one further point which 
I wish to make and i t  is with regard to the pro- 
posal that the number of members forming a 
quorum of the House should be reduced to 9. I 
am willing to concede that the present number of 
members for forming a quorum might appear to 
be high, but all things being considered, i t  is not. 
The comparison that a very small percentage of 
the House of Commons forms a quorum and similar- 
ly with the Jamaica or Trinidad Assembly, cannot 
be applied from every single point of view to this 
colony, and I submit, Sir, that there are strong 
reasons why we should not be prepared a t  the 
present moment to reduce the number of members 
for forming a quorum from 12 to 9. Therefore 
while I propose to support the other parts of the 
Bill and to make the amendment which I suggested 
earlier, I cannot a t  the moment see my  way to sup- 
port  that Clause of the Bill which seeks to give 
nine members the authority to conduct the affairs 
of this House. 

Mr. MAPP: I think i t  is fitting that the 
Leader of the House who for the past decade has 
perhaps fought more than anybody else in this 
island for constitutional chan~es  and im- 

which govern the people and actions of bodies such 
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provements in this colony is the same person to 
-love the passing of this Bill to-day. I am happy 

td see that the members of the Opposition, what- 
ever they may feel in their minds aboup this Bill, 
a re  yet giving it their blessing and sppport. It 
is not my intention to prolong the discussion on 
this Bill. hecause as civilisation moves on. ideas 

as this Assembly also move on, and we L 

here to-day in welcoming such a great m~ 
in the cause of the people. It is not tht.  
necessary for me to repeat what has been said L 
aonnection with this Bill. There is one thing I 
would like to mention and it is that  I would wel- 
come a move to stop certain malpractices on the 
part of wealthy people-malpractices which usual- 
ly accompany extensions of this kind. We know 
that wben the franchise was extended in England 
wholesale corruption and bribery took place on the 
part of the wealthy classes, and the Government in 
process of time had to take steps to pu t  a n  end 
to such corruption and bribery. I am therefore 
issuing the warning that  unless steps are taken to 
prevent it, the same thing is likely to happen here. 
We know that in England there Mere those who 
were politically bought by wealthy people and the 
Government had to limit the actions which candi- 
dates could take in influencing people to vote for  
them. There is a law which limits in some way 
the actions of candidates for, the Jamaica House of 
Representatives and 1 think i t  is time that this 
Government should take similar steps in this island. 
I feel, and honourable members mill agree with me, 
that the result of such corrupt practices as we see 
a t  election time is a deterioration in the morale 
and order of this colony. I think that  most hon- 
ourable members will agree that these practices go 
to the entire fabric of this colony and in process 
of time they will have disastrous effects on the 
people as  a whole. Some time ago a Bill was in- 
troduced in this House by the honourable senior 
member for St. Joseph having for its object the 
prevention of such practices; 1 also introduced a 
Bill having the same object but I was advised to 
await the action of the Government in this respect. 
I do hope that in the very near future we shall 
see a Bill sent down by the Government having 
the object which I have mentioned. I feel that  
i t  would be in the interest of the entire community 
if we can go to the polls on the next occasion with 
the assurance that people will be allowed to exer- 
cise their ideas freely on the island-wide and 
current topics a t  the particular time. 

Mr. LEWIS: I think that s Bill. of this sort  
should be passed in this Assembly with a great  
deal of enthusiasm since i t  is likely to have a rough 
passage elsewhere. The members of the Other 
Place should not be able to say that  there was not 
much enthusiasm in this Place over the passing of 
this Bill. If this Bill is passed without a great 
deal of enthusiasm the impression might be created 
that we do not believe very much in the extension 
of these democratic rights. With the present quali- 
fications I do not think i t  can be said that  this Assem- 
bly savours of being a democ~atic or  representative 
one; there being a restriction in the choice of 
members and in the nu.mber of voters in respect of 
the qualifications which we are seeking to abolish. 1 
think that the time has long passed when we 
should merely pay lipservice to what the Head of 
the Established Church says i t  is that  matters. The 
Head of the Established Church says i t  is the 
people that matter, but here we say i t  is property 
and money that  matter. If i t  is the people that  
matter these restrictions should not be placed upon 
them. As f a r  as the matter of the quorum of the 
House is concerned, there are seldom more than 
17 members in this House on the occasiop of a 
division and a majority of 9 can make the laws of 
this country. My theory is that  in reducing the 
quorum of this House to 9 members, the members 
of this House are going to come out earlier and in 
greater numbers (Hear, hear) because they are 
going to feel that  i t  is easier to get 9 members 
than to get 12 and they had better be there to  



see what is going on. At present some honourable 
members feel that it is difficult to get 12 members, 
so they can remain outside until a quorum is form- 
ed. I feel that this Amendment will make honour- 
able members realise their responsibility and it 
will m k e  them out. The number which is now pro- 
posed for forming a quorum is not an unreasonably 
low one otherwise I myself would object to it. AS 
regards the fear of the honourable junior member 
for St. Thomas I would say that when there are 
more people from whom votes can be bought there 
are not many Barbadians who will spend their 
money in trying to bribe them; the Barbadian voter 
will get in the habit of knowing that you want him to 
vote in one way and he might not vote in that way. 
I t  is only because people have been allowed to 
keep too much of the profits of their businesses in 
their hands that we have corruption. I think that 
the abolition of these qualifications will redound to 
the credit of this colony. I will repeat what I 
said when we reduced the income qualification for 
voters to S20, and i t  is that if a man is out of 
work he will take life more seriously. If a man 
cannot read or write i t  is not his fault; i t  is the 
fault of the Assembly. The Assembly is older than 
anybody in this colony and it should have seen to 
it that illiteracy was abolished. If there is one 
thing about which I feel very pleased to-day i t  is 
that the Opposition, as it is called in this House, 
is also in favour of granting universal adult suf- 
frage. I would like ihe members of the Other 
Place to see that there is enthusiasm in the passing 
of this Bill and to warn them not to see the writ- 
ing on the wall only when their backs are against 
it. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I am naturally supporting 
the motion for the second reading of this Bill and 
I am in favour of the first and second of its three- 
fold objects. The honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph referred to a view which I expressed in 
this Chamber about 10 years ago-I agitated by 
way of questions and otherwise for universal adult 
suffrage and I made the one qualification that there 
should be a moderate test as to literacy. The \ strongest reason which could be urged for this test 
as to literacy is simply for dealing with a corrupt 
sheriff. I have not myself suffered from the actions 
of a corrupt sheriff-my colleague and I have not 
been unfortunate so far ;  but there is no getting 
away from the fact that if the sheriff has to put 
the mark he can put i t  for whomsoever he will. 
However, despite the possibility of corrupt prac- 

& tices on the part of a sheriff I am prepared after 
ten years to abandon my opposition in this regard 
and hope for the best. I am hoping that we will 
have better sheriffs in the future than we have had 
in many instances to experience in the past. It is 
notorious that some years ago in St. Andrew the 
particular sheriff was a man whom you had to 

3 feed with a very long spoon. I do not know if 
l 
1, 

the conditions have improved and if in the recent 
past they have had a sheriff who could be depended 
upon to be conscientious and to act as he should 
act. In  this matter of adult suffrage I would be 
prepared to go even further and instead of limit- 

CS ing persons to the age of 21 years I would propose 
that the age limit should be 18 years as is the 
ease in Australia; we have a precedent in the Brit- 
ish Empire or the Commonwealth of Nations. As 
regards the qzlorum of the House, I am not ir? 
favour of reducing the number of members forming 
a quorum from 12 to 9. If you are increasing tht 
salary of a man in the lowest bracket by ?O% 
and that of 'a man in highest bracket by 10%, m 
know how unreasonably that works out. I n  the H O U ~  

p n y a f  Commons there are 600 members and between 4( 
md 50 are required to form a quorum ; but that per. 

zentage is nothing like what we require here. If we 
want to ensure that members are always present 
n the House except when they are precluded from 
being present either on account of absence from the 
d a n d  on business of the State or through indispo- 
jitiou-if they are absent for other reasons then 
their salary should be stopped and that should have 
L very salutary effect on them. (Cheers). I sug- 
gest that if members are absent except for any 
mavoidable cause, the .S S. d. aspect should be 
h a l t  with. I recommend that some means of en- 
uring the attendance of members a t  the House 
rhould be adopted other than by reducing the 
p o r u y .  I, support the motion for the second read- 
ng of this Bill because I am definitely in favour 
~f manhood and womanhood suffrage and the 
tbolition of the property qualifications for member- 
 hip of the House; but in so fa r  as the reduction 
n respect of the quorum is concerned I cam* Sup- 
port that. - " . 

Mr. GARNER: I am very glad to have the 
3rivilege of being able to speak on this occasion. 1 
,hink that the granting of adult suffrage is long 
~verdue. To have a qualification which will entitle 
rou to vote is a relic of slavery and as somebody 
las said quite correctly, we are moving forward in 
t democratic way. As to how far we have reach- 
VI, I am not quite sure, I am afraid that we are 
,till very near to tyranny. Democracy, I am afraid, 
s not really far  removed from tyranny. Until 
3eople's minds are really free, until people are truly 
:onverted, you can get nothing by calling a rose 
by another name. You 
you practice tyrannical methods. 
I am verv glad that this Bill has 
because winoever lives in this 
indirectly contributes to the we 
he eats, d inks and wears and 
Customs. ach one is a h 
our island; i t  is not so much 
born here. That was a 
a right tc. be here I say that t 
and we &re going to s 
power. t$at democratic rule is carried 
island. J ~ o k i n g  over the past, I can 
stand why this Chamber was dominated 
people; it was because of ignorance on the part of 
the people. We have not got too far from that; 
I want honourable members to bear in mind that 
they c w o t  build their castles too high on the mere 
changing of an  Act. This is no magic wand; the 
mere changing of an Act does not change anybody. 
What we really want to do is to eradicate illiteracy 
from among the masses of the people in this colony, 
a i ~ d  you can only do that by teaching in schools. Not 
so long ago I stated emphatically on the floor of 
this House that we need a change in our school life. 
School Kfe 4s it is to-day has become monotonous 
for our bo~rs and girls. I was taken to task by 
certain individuals and a section of the Press about 
my remark, I can well understand that a good 
friend of mine for whom I hold no animosity, Mr. 
Norman Wood, drew a caricature depicting what 
would be the best for the people whom I described 
in my ~fidreus.  That shows the mentality of a 
zertain section of people who, although they talk 
about being democratic, really in their hwr t  of 
he&*, t h y  have got tyrann;.. I made partioar 
refererne to the educational qualiflcationa of our 

when they have left school, and aU 
of us are agreed that the position 
should be. We have a number of 

complete illiterates in this colony. We could have 
campdsory education and we could impose a h e  
on employers who employ children when the school 
doors are open. We have reached the stage when 
there should not be any employer who employs 
ehildren of aohool age when the school doors are 



open, I maintain that such an  employer is a beast; 
he is a criminal and he is not worthy to live. The 
employment of children of school age is one of the 
things to which this Government must pay atten- 
tion a t  once. Human beings, like plants, need cul- 
tivation and this Government must see that  
education is made more accessible to the people of 
this colony. You do not want merely to teach 
children Latin and other things which some of them 
do not apply to their daily lives; that  is the mis- 
take which the Director of Education is making 
now. He wants children to be taught Spanish and 
we have no Spanish masters. We want people to 
be able t o  read and write well; we want them to 
be able to speak and write their language well 
The mere amendment to this Act does not bring 
about the change which I would like to see. 

Some honourable member referred to sheriffs. 
Good luck for me I have had good sheriffs and I 
feel very sorry that  a way has not been made for 
them to be paid. The people who work under them 
are  paid but they themselves are not paid. I can 
speak well for those sheriffs with whom I have 
come in contact; they have given every latitude 
as f a r  as  the law is concerned. That is the way 
in which they have impressed me. As far  as the 
quorum of this House is concerned. I came in 
here with an open mind; I was more against the 
proposal to reduce the quorum than I was for i t .  
I have spoken with the Leader of the House who 
has put certain points to me and I am voting for 
the reduction of the number of members required 

W- to form a quorum now. Again I am telling the hon- 
ourable member that this is not  the solntion to the 
problem although i t  may be the means of getting 
work done more expeditiously. I t  may )be that if 
some hmourable members arc tired and the Leader 
of the House wants to carry on, he will be able to 
do so. Be that  as i t  may, the honourable 
member has put forward some very good points and 
I am voting for the reduction in the number of 
members required to form a quorum. Art regards 
the income qualification for members hi^; of the 
House, every right-thinking person should know 
that  that is a relic of the past, and i t  is oply 
because of mar conditions that certain people can 
earn $80 a month. Eighty dollars a month was a 
lot of money a t  one time and you can see that  this 
income qualification was put  in the law for a cer- 
tain group. Labourites could never subscribe to 
tinat. Sometimes when I read about Dr. Milan'a 
laws I mould like to send an  atomic bomb a d  wipe 
them out. There are those who will run and hunt 
a t  the same time; everything takea time to be done 
and when the question was put to the Qood Master, 
He said that the tares and the wheat mpst grow 
together. I t  is up to the people to know who is 
interested in them; if a man changes his ways and 
goes to Tarshish instead of Ninevah you can change 
him, but you cannot prevent people from sending 
whom they like to the House. If we allow these 
things to remain on the Statute Book, we are no 
Letter than Dr. Milan in  South Afrioa. (A M ~ M -  
nER: What about smuts?)  He is dying. I can 
not speak as plainly as I would like to q e a k ,  but 
I am voting for  this Bill because I realise that  
there are still some handicaps which have not been 
overcome; there are irr this colony some very 
important matters which have not been tackled 
by the present Government. While .it is true that  
T am willing to go along with them an help them 2 in carrying on their work, yet I must9 %lind them 
t h a t  I am a man of action. I t  is not tomorrow 
but ~~~~~: to-day is the day of salvation. When 
you continually put off things yon fnrget that you 
have something to do ;  procrasrination is the thief 
of time. Illiteracy cannot always be thrown at us. 

Not long ago somebody was heard to say: "They 
carry a lot of things to the House but  they .can- 
not deal with them." You want to make education 
a commonplace thing in this island; if there is one 
big item to be dealt with, i t  is education. You 
set people free as soon as you begin to educate 
a e m .  Look a t  the stalwarts and historians! Do 
you think they were nincompoops? They had a 
sound education. I am not saying that  people with 
commonsense have not worked their may up but 
i t  would have been better for them if they had a 
certain amount of education. We cannot look a t  
money in the Treasury as against bringing up a 
race of people with education-people who are able 
to think and read. I thank God for the little bit 
of education which I have got; I study the lives 
of great men and X know them. 1 have a little 
bit of education and I know what is needed. God 
made distinct races in the world and each race 
has to look after its own interest. Man is now try- 
ing to come; only now the veil is being taken off 
his face. This is a solemn moment; this Bill is 
one which will go down in history as an act to 
give freedom to some people to whom freedom was 
denied. We are f a r  removed from the days of 
slaver) ; me have a serious task to do. Our an- 
cestors worked for nothing and we are putting a n  
end to that state of affairs. We have got to give 
to our children the right to sit  in responsible 
places where they can tell the world how they 
feel. There are those who, because of economic 
conditions, become fearful; but there are also those 
who are fearless and who will speak their minds 
:m as to bring about better conditions among the 
people and you have to make your choice. You 
cannot extend the life of the House for any 
longer period because we are passing from one 
period to the other and if you have a representa- 
tive who is no good and he remains in this House 
for a longer period than that  for  which we are 
here now, he might impede the progress of this 
colony. These things I have spoken over and over 
again. 1 am not unmindful of the fact that, strange 
as it might wem, me are doing just mhat our ances- 
tors modd love to pet a peep at. If some of them 
could only get a glance here to-day they would 
feel relieved; and if some of the wealthy ones could 
just get a glance here to-day as well, they wouid 
say that somebody has committed sacrilege. What 
has happened to this Chamber? But  you cannot 
turn back the hands of the clock, nobody can do 
that. Time marches on and time as I understand 
i t  means God. OnlS God can rule time and stop 
i t  . I am closing now brit I a111 leaving this small 
warning vi th the Labour Government which h?s 
brought forward this Ame~~dlment to-day ; they are 
bringing forward measures in respect of the middle 
but mhat about the corners? There are still many 
slack things, there are still many loopholes, there 
are things which need to be tackled a t  once. First 
things must come first and the first thing to be 
dealt with is our educational system. T want to 
see a law made tbat while school doors are open 
no child of school age is allowed to be employed, 
and there are many other things which we need 
to do if we are to show ourselves as responsible 
as we claim to be. I hope that this Bill when im- 
plemented will cause a greater amount, of demo- 
cracy to be exhibited in this colony than before 
although I am very fearful about that, because 
every change brings about some new problem and 
while everybody is saying "Hallelujah! I ascend," 
i t  might be the downfall of some. (Laughter). In  
every joy there is a little sorrow, in  every good 
ihere is a little evil and I understand that there 
can be no good without evil-so the philosophers 
say. Therefore if we make merry to-day in that 



we are doing a good work, we still have to take 
a retrospective look to see if we have cleared up 
all the mess before we can sit down and say that  
all  is well. I am glad to be associated with this 
Bill and people should be jubilant in having others 
to sit around this table and set their brethren 
free to  choose their representatives. I feel hon- 
oured-I am not a haughty person but I feel hon- 
oured to be associated with this Bill; and if I had 
my way I would t ry  to get certain things done. 
This is no mean task here to-day; this is a good 
job and I take it that  some honourable members 
have not taken the job as seriously as  they should 
take it. This move to give everybody the oppor- 
tunity of sending his representative to the House is 
a good one. I came in here not willing to  vote 
for  the third object of this Bill but since I have 
had a conversation with the Leader of the House, 
I am inclined to vote for  that object which is the 
reduction of the quorum from 12 members to 9 .  
There are some busy members who serve on Boards, 
perhaps, for instance, last Tuesday as much as I 
would have liked to have been here J could not 
get here a t  the particular hour because I was en- 
gaged a t  a Board meeting. It was only five min- 
utes after I got in Bridgetown that I heard there 
was no quorum If you can get 9 members to 
start business ancl i cannot get here, then the busi- 
ness can go on until l arrive. I am very glad 
that this Bill is before us to-day and I hope that  
more useful Bills will be brought forward. Rills 
which will make people feel like men and make 
them know that  God is the Father of us all and 

J mould do to really liberate people. It is dreadful to 
reed of conditions a t  home and I wonder why people 
fool themselves. You cannot fool God; He will call you 
to reckoning some day. Let everybody be complacent 
about what he is doing. You cannot fool God; time 
wlll overtake you. We have to pray that God in His 
mighty power will bring about justice and fairplay. 
1 hope that the remarks which I have used will fall 
on good ears, that something will be done for  the poor 
children of this colony and that  the number of illit- 
erates will be considerably reduced. What  has been 
countenanced i n  the past cannot be countenaced today 
because the world has no place for  fools; and if we 
are going to contribute to the welfare of the colony 
we have got to see to i t  that we give the children an 
ample amotnt of education that will fit them for the 
battle of life. (Cheers). 

19r. E. K. WALCOTT: I would just like to say 
z few words and to draw to the attention of the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Joseph something which 
has been drawn to his attention already. The qualifi- 
cation for members of the Vestries are contained in 
the Representation of the People Act and it is a ques- 
tion as to whether i t  is the policy of the Government 
to make the change as i t  is now being made or to await 
the iillplenientation of the Maude Report in  some 
larger Act. Of course there is a section of this Bill 
which allows the Governor to bring the Act into effect 
by means of proclamation, and that does not mean 
that the Act has to come into effect forthwith. A 
consideration that must apply to this Bill is that  the 
moment you grant adult suffrage you have to makA 

respect for  a person who is a11 &%er; I have no 
respect at  all for a person who is afraid to speak 
his opinion conscientiously. I do not care what 
you say about me I will speak my conviction when- 
ever the time arises; no man is big enough to stop 
m e  Prom doing that. I do not care if you kill 
me. I respect the brotherhood of man;  I know 
nothing about colour. We are all God's children 
and when I die I will walk all over God's Heaven. 
We want to be as free as air and the t ruth will 
set you as free as air. We are not teaching our 
children tha t ;  that is what I want this Government 
to awake and do. We want to let everybody know 
that we are all God's children and that God is 
no respecter of persons. If you feel that  you are 
superior to me because you have more money than 
I have, that  is flying into God's face and, Oh proud 
man, God will bring you down. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a big subject for debate 
in this Honse and I cannot stretch the latitude which 
has been given to rlle. I am very glad for the course 
which is being taken to-day because i t  is a particle 
of freedom which is being given to people. I appre- 
ciate i t  and again 1 warn this Government to see that  
children are given education. TTThen I see children 
going 011 like sheep and goats I ask:  IS that the way 
you are cirilised? W r  must have schools and teach- 
ers and v-c must spend money in educating children. 
Do you think the rmtions became weat  by just mish- 

that colour means nothing. I could talk on this I ' 

Rill for a year, but I will not do that. There has ! complete changes in  the arrangements for voters to L 

been the question of one race going ahead and 1 vote. If the change is going to be made in  respwt 
keeping clown the other; i t  is up to us to shake of the Vestries it will mean that yotl will have about l sff the shackles and the other people will not be five or six mollths to arrallge for the changeover 

tion of the Home. AS regards ot6er points, the hon- 
ourable junior member for St. James has already 
spoken on behalf of members on this side of the House. 
I t  has been realised that  we were bound to grant 
adult suffrage and i t  was only a matter of progress 
and not a question as to whether adult suffrage should 
be granted or not. I think you will 6nd  that i n  1928 
I said that the income qualification for voters should 
be E30 and for some time we realised that we must 
have adult suffrage. I n  so far  as  the q~alifications 
for membership of the House are concerned,I agree 
with my colleague that there is- more danger there 
than there is in the other respect. A country always 
gets what i t  deserves and f a r  be i t  from me to suggest 
that i t  will choose irresponsible people so long as 
responsible people are prepared to carry out their 
duties. I think we recognise that if 80,000 of the in- 
habitants of the island are conqregated in  the parish 
of St. Michael and in the City of Bridgetown, i t  would 
be unfair to give these two constituencies only four 
members as against twenty members representing the 
cther constituencies; it must be realised that the town 
over-balances the conntry districts. In 1943 when we 
ch~ngcd  the Act the point was raised as to whether 
the conqtituencies sho-uld be divided into wards or not. 
T am not  . ;arhy that as a matter of keeping Back 
L1-;c: W11 hut T I I O ~ Q  fhnt  t h ~  Government wjll come 
31.t in 0 1 2 ~  T T ~ T -  or  a n o t h ~ r  in connection with this 

vexed with ns either because they have a con- 
science. The rule has always been the survival of 
the fittest group; You alltrays have to fight and 
people mill al?vays admire fighters. I will go down 

which must be made; but as  regards the House 
there \trill be a year or such time as the Governor 
may be advised by the members of the Executilre 
Committee. I merely draw those ooints to the atten- 

fighting rather than be an apologist. I have no 
i 

ing to be great? S o ,  they stohied. Time mrant . matter not leave it Imdone. w i t h  8 0 . ~ 0  people 
something to them; they read about great minds and 
tl!ey were inspired to do likewise. I t  is seldom that 1 
read about a m a r t ~ r  and do not shed a tear. It in- 
spires me to read about martyrs and to think of what 

in the parish of st, ~ i ~ h ~ ~ l .  that does seem to call 
for re-division of seats apd the best way to deal 
with this question is to allow four seats for this ~ a r i s h .  
I have held that opinion for some time. Relative to 
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the quorum of the House, the question is whether it 
should be formed by 12 members or 9 members, and 
many of us think that i t  should be formed by 12 mem- 
bers. The honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
has dealt with this question on a percentage basis, but 
I do not think that that is the correct way of dealing 
with it. Where y o ~  have a Board comprised of five 
members and three form a quorum, that is 60% of the 
members of the Board. There are arguments on every 
side but I do not think that any honourable member 
would be induced to vote against the second reading 
of this Bill. 

Mr. ADAMS : I could not be silent after hearing 
the honourable senior member for St. Philip, and I 
wish to congratulate him on the high level of his 
speech. We would be failing in our duty as a Gov- 
ernment if we did not, v i th  improved machinery, 
do our utmost really to make t,his country a democracy 
and not appear to make i t  a democracy because we 
have passed a Bill to grant adult suffrage. I agree 
with what the honourable member has said ; one of the 
reasons why 1 am in my place today and not some- 
where else is the consciousness of the immense task 
which lies before us now in trying to undo the work 
of years, and in trying to get something on the Statute 
Book during the life of this Parliament. I am aghast 
a t  the list of things which we have in Executive Com- 
mittee-things of A-l priorty but which will take 
ages to get through if we h a w  abortive meetings and 
unnecessary debate. I say that in deference to all 
members of the Honsa ; we have got to school oars~lvm 
to act differently as regards our parliamentary duties 
i n  the future. It is a matter for hono~~rable nirmb~rs 
to make their private arrangements b suit meetings 
of tha House. I hope that honourablt. members mill 
fall in with the suggestion to meet at frequent 
intervals and have breaks; we caR have recess in the 
months of August and September. As regards this 
Jiill. I am honestly disappointed at the lack of. argu- 
ments on the question of the quorurn of the House. 
I want to say here and now that I take a t  face value 
remarks from members of the Electors' Association 
that they desire to co-operate with us. T know that 
many people think I am childish to believe many of 
the things that come from that Association. I try to be- 
Jjoxla that t h ~ v  do not differ from t s  in the main 
things that lic h-fore us except on the question of 
qationalisation. I ask those honourable members to 
look at  the Act and see that it prevents us from nro- 
ceeding with work without a auorllm of 12 members 
although a minute after the House is adjourned for 
want of a quorum 13 members may br standing up 
outside. It is ~reposterous to allow a thing like that 
tn continte. The honourable junior member for St.  
Jnmes says that a quorum of 9 members means 
tLat 5 members can pass laws; but wrelp a 
cu-tornm of 12 members means that 7 can pm? 
lnw*. T am sure thf hononrable member is sorry 
that he used that a rg~men t .  The honourabl~ 
jnnior member for St. Lucy says that vou can 
cuwre the at t~ndance of members in another wav 
slid that is that 5-011 should nat pay them if they 
are absent except through illness or State business: 
Fe has relansed into the business style. Again I con- 
~rat i l latc  the honourable senior member for St. Philip 
-Q his sne~ch and T hope that his remarks have fallen 
deeply into thehearts of all of us. We have a lot of 
serious work to do for the next year and me want to get 
down tn husiness and do it. I note that members on 
tbe othrr side of the House also draw their salaries. 
(Hr. E. K. WALCOTT: DO you want ug t o  give the- 
to you?) There are in England some members who 
do not draw their salaries; and here in the West 

Indies there is one man who does not draw his salary 
and he is not as wealthy as some people who draw 
theirs. I am glad to see that the members on the 
other side have been converted to see that granting 
adult suffrage is necessary. The temptation to re- 
mind them that i t  is through force of circ~mstances 
that they dare not vote against i t  is so great that I 
will do so. I should like to remind the honourable 
senior member for St. James that when I introduced 
a Bill for adult suffrage he was against i t ;  he was 
still in faprour of the $30 qualification. If this Gov- 
ernment has forced the members on that side to pass 
Bills whether they like them or not because they dare 
not reject them with the voters outside listening, then 
we have done our work. (Mr. E. E. Wwcon: 'Wc 
forced you to bring them down.) For years we have 
been trying to pass laws and the passing of this Bill 
today will allow us to do the work much faster. I 
hope that we will drop these Party politics and put 
oar sho~lclers to the wheels and get something done. 
I have been told that there was some public meeting 
at  which it was thrown at  the Government that we 
have extended our life for three years. That was 
dishonest ; the honourable member who made that 
statement knows quite well how frustrating it is to sit 
solemnly and prepare a Bill and then thrnugh lack 
of time you have to start all over again. In making 
a jibe of that kind-well. i t  was expected of that hon- 
ourable member- 

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: Surely the honourable 
member is not allowed to do that. The jibe is that 
you apply something to the present session as again& 
a future session; but the honourable member is not 
allowed to do that in here. 

Mr. ADAMS: When we come forward with a 
programme and say that we will vote for the payment 
of members of the Home. what is there dishonest about 
that? But the honourable member will get- to listen 
to him the kind of people who will listen to him. I 
trust that this Bill will be passed without amendment 
and 3' commend i t  to the House with confidence. 

The question that this Bill be now read a second 
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
F. L. WALCOTT, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the 
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH 
being in the Chair. 

Clause 1 was read as follows:- 
1. This Act may be cited as the Representation 

of the People Act, 1950, and shall be construed as 
one with the Representation of the People Act, 1901 
(hereinafter referred to as the principal Act) and 
any enactment amending that Act. 

Mr. ADAMS : With your permission, Nr.  Chair- 
man, 1 want to reply to the hononrable senior mem- 
ber for St. James as regards the Vestries Act. If the 
worst comes it is easy to amend the Act. If the Bill 
takes a long time to come before the H o u e  we can 
amend the Act so as to deal with the qualificat,ions. I 
now beg to move that Claue 1 stand part  of the Bill. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. E. K. WALCOTT : The arrangements which 

you have to make for universal franchise are many, 
and if you cannot get through with them in time it 
will mean that some delay will have to take  lace. 

The question that Clause 1 stand part, of the Bill 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 



Island" to the end of the section were omitted. 
Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that Clause 2 stand 

part of t4e Bill. 
Xr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second tl&. 
Mr. BRANCKFR: I n  so f i r  as this Clause ij 

cancerned, it will be recalled that I mentioned in my 
.speech on the second reading of this Bill that I 
fuvoured the reduction of the qualifying age from 21. 
ye(jrs to 18 years. This would be the appropriate 
& h e  to deal with this amendment beca~se, as honour- 

members know, it is Clause 2 of the Principal 
A&, affd Clause 2 of thiq amending Bill which deals 
%th tke qaalifications of me~bers .  Clause 2 of the 
P*cipd Act deals also qi th  the question of the age 
limit and it would be appropriate to make the amend- 
meat ;to this Clause. Rowever, I anpreciate i t  might 
be held that an amendment to this Clause would con- 
stitute a charge on the Government since there would 
be an increase in the number of potential voters by 
the redllction of the qualifying age from 21 years to 
18 years. There mould be more expense in the pro- 
vision of forms and so on, therefore I will not make 
the ameniirnept qow. The matter can be dealt with 
by way of an Address asking that the q~alifying age 
-be reduced from 21 years to 18 years, thus bringing 
as into line with other places. I n  this colony people 
-we mentally equipped to exercise their vo+s ip- 
tellig~ntly at  %he age of 18. 

The question that Clause 2 stand part of the Bill 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
, diyisian. 

Clause 3 was read and passed. 
a a t p e  4 was read as follpws :- 
4. Section Mty-three of the principal Act shall 

have effect as if the piords "Nine" and "nine" were 
~ubstituted for the words "Twelve" and "twelve" 
reapectixely ip .Jiqes w e  and eight. 

WP. AT)A$fS : T beg to move that Clause 4 stand 
part Q£ the Bill. 

Xr.  F. L., WAGCOTT: I beg to second that. 
Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: The bmyraMe wqlq 

membm for St  Jo$,eph saps that he was surpriped +t 
the feeblepess of the arguments from this side of the 
Tabls ralative to *is apatwr. It is a m  popoqed ta 
redsee $be qpmber of rpembers re~uired to form a 

-quorum af the Boyse from 12 to 9. The hmourablc 
mmber  c% a checlk B@ y e  lrqw 9 ~ 9 ~  
w t w  44d W ye@; I +i& he d l  flgb fkat thRk 
were 59. f I  am irzc1i:iaed to pgree rsbout gettilag more 
wurk Qow 4pt the h e n e u r d e  member will tee that 

-$bere k S r n e ~ & r  h e n  qn abartise lfzeetipg whm w a e .  
thiqg L$ b w o ~ t a n w  is $U take plaase. .The Bonoxz&)f 
membea may have some measures to bring forward, h1 
4e will agree t b t  h r  the last six m n t h s  thexe ;were E 
few aa t t s r s  of isnprtawe dealt with the otbarz 
were just tarmalitiss. T repeat that whenever therc 

-has b e n  somthing of importance there has always 
.g. R w r w  to deal with it. In  one instame 1 

aa$& $he Zrmurable member to postpone a mattm 
I I ~  my c d k w e  peturnd Q the m l w y  ; the honour 
a& w d e p  c d d  .not aecc r imdte  p e  an? tht 
W e ?  wmt' throwb. The fa& is that the Roust 
has never been prevented from doing its wovk wher 
tbre is anyt&inp of importance to  b~ considered 

-The c~uestion sf the quorum of the Rouse is neve~ 
&aIt vith on a percentage basis ; +he honourable mam 

S: What is the minimum number of members which 
you should have for passing legislation in this House? 
We still feel that this is not a Party question; and 
Lhe number of measures which have been passed stil! 
make us feel that the npmber of members for forming 
a quorum should be 12. 

The question that Clause 4 stand part of the Bi? 
was put and resolved in the affirmative, the folio-g 
 vision being taken :- 

Ages: Mr. SPEAKER, Messrs. FOSTER, ALLDER~ 
MILLER, LEWIS, BRYAN, WP, Cox, F. L. WBLCOTT, 
A D A ~  and GARNER-11. 

Noes : Messrs. CFGAWFORD, BRANCKBR, MOTTLET, 
CODD~RD, BETHELL, QZLL, E. K. WALCOTT, W I L ~ N S O N  
and WAR-9. 

The remaining three Clauses of the Bill were 
read and passed. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: During the course of my 
remarks earlier I s~ggested that we might utilise this 
3pportunity to increase the number of constituencies. 
t should like your ruling, Mr. Chairman, as to whether 
or not the amendment which I suggested would con- 
stitute a charge on the Treasury and whether I shoutd 
make the amendment here. 

Mr. ADAMS: noes the honourable member 
seriously ask that question? If we put in any amend- 
mea$ whiah would be a n  addition to the 24 members 
of the Home that would be a charge on the Treasury. 
I t  would mean £500 a year more to provide for two 
more seats. 

The Schedule was read and agreed to. 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by y r .  Cm, 

the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the Bill in Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
aec~ydingly. 

On motions of Wr. ADAWS, seoopded by Mr. COT 
in each case, the Bill was read a third time and 
p m d .  

Clauge 2 was read as follows :- i ber will see that if the quarum is 12 members 7 wilf 
2. section two of the principal Act p -  be a majority whereas in  the case of the quorum being 

CULTIVATION OF TREES BILL, 1950. 

by the Representation of the Peopl~ ' 
have effect as if the words "who shr 
oT the gyalifications below" were 4 d % 7 F 2  
all the words after t'ae words "Assembly of this 

Mr. SPEAKER: T4e pext Order of the p ~ y  
staff& in the nqme of *e honour+bb s e n i ~ r  member 
far St. J~seph:-Xecpnd reading of a Bill for pro- 
~ot inga the  cultivatjoa of tmes and fo~: purpases & 
connection therewith. 

Mr. ADAMB: 8 suggest that we Fan be vesJi 
kief  in connection with this Bill. This .Bill hqs 
already been paswd by this Hmse but i t  was a$ 
pamed by the Other Placs beepwe it was suggeste4 
that the subsidy payment of six cants fsr each new@- 
p b t e d  tme was tae v l l .  Hpwurabk member$ wil! 
~evetnber that t&ma ww a tax aoatributipn a a m ~ f  
m4 a subsidy payrment. I sm instructd that the 
opinien was expressed that the s~bsidy payme& Q$ 

six w t s  was tioo smJl and %hat the w u a t  s h d d  
$p df&n cents. ,%e*@ireajltive Coylg.i#se a ~ m s  
with that and this new Bin befo~e us is the same a ~ c  
that which we have Jregdy pass& with the exceptistl 
of the sabstitukim of fifteen c;en.te iastead ~f Six CWQ 
as &he subsidy payment fer eash newly-pla~ted We. 
In Clause 5 there i s  p prwiso that no s.u.bsidgr p a y m a t  
shall be made unless the Director of Agric~iturs! 
certifies that the new$y-planted trees are.satisfaetor$y 
astabhhed. That is the pnlg amendment to the Bill 
M dready passed bg. the Rause. I suggest that k 
C ~ m d t t e e  the Cler& ~ h a u l d  just call the m m ~ e r  of 
%he Clauses withwt. ~ e , d i n g  them 4kraagb a d  Jwia~ 

9 members only 5 could be a majority. The point 
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ourable members will be a t  liberty to comment on 
any Clause. I beg to move that this Bill be now read 
a second time. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that. ' 
Mr. ALLDER: Whcn this Bill was last discussed 

in  this House I suggested that, as i t  was, the scheme 
would terminate in a failure. Honourable members 
have seen fit to make the amount of the subsidy pay- 
ment for each newly-planted tree 15 cents, but I am 
still saying that the scheme will fail. If y o ~  pay a 
landowner 15 cents for the first year for every tree 
he plants that is not going to be considered as being 
suftisient incentive for him to employ a workman to 
purchase a tree and then plant it. What I do know 
would be a successful scheme is if the Government 
Bad made i t  compulsory for the landowners to plant 
whatever trees are wanted to be planted by the Gov- 
ernment. There is much rab land of which no use 
is made; I know that the gullies and rab lands were 
once used by the plantation owners for grazing their 
oxen, but since the mechanization of the sugar in- 
dustry these gullies ::id rab lands are not used and 
they just lic there  mused d. 'l'he glantatlun owner can 
get the assistance of the Department of Agriculture 
which will supply him with free advice and with 
some of the seeds to be planted in the gullies; and if 
you compel him to plant trees without compensation 
that will not be inflicting any hardship on him or 
doing him any wrong, because when the trees grow 
up he will reap the benefits from them, You mould 
be surprised to know that there are mahogany trees 
which, whco the owners sell them, they get about $400 
or $500 for them; therefore you can easily see that the 
landowners are going to benefit from the sale of these 
trees. We know that this eolony spends thousands of 
pomds in the importation of fuel from other West 
Indian colonies, nothing to do with the thousands of 
pounds which are spent on the importation of fresh 
frui t  and canned vegetables from far  afield, and in 
going into this question i t  does give one the impression 
that sufficient thought was not applied to the real 
situation as regards the economy of the colony. It 
must be realised that there is no inalienable right of 
a large landowner to keep and control large tracts 
of land without properly utilising them for the benefit 
of the colony; it is a fact that those who own and 
control the land are obligated, not as a question df 
charity, bat there is a legal and moral abligation on 
them to plant food and other things which go to main- 
%in a healthy state of the population. Even if i t  
costs a landowner more than 15 cents to plant a tree 
i t  does not mean that thk hardship is so great on him 
that the Government must sxbsidize the scheme, be- 
cause the Agricultural Department is mn at  a very 
high cost to the colony. The Agricultural Department 
has been giving its services free to the planters and 
that has resulted in a very successful sugar industry; 

0 some- i t  has resulted in an  acre of canes producin, 
times more than double the amount of sugar which it 
used to produce. That is why I feel that it can be 
considered as a very negligible demand if the Gavern- 
ment were to say to the plantation owners: "You 
have rab land and gullies; y o ~  can have them planted 
and me are going to assist you with the technical 
staff from the Department of Science and Agricul- 
ture." Tt makes me feel vex when matters of this sort 
are so Ii,rrhtlp zone into. and i t  further causes me some 
embarrassment as a member of the Party vhich sup- 
ports the Gowrnment t o  see that on the last occasion 
when this Bill was discussed this amount of 6 cents 

subsidv payment was in  it, various suggestions 
were made and yet the Bill was passed. The sugges- 

tion came from the Opposition that the amount of 
the s ~ b s i d y  payment should be increased to 15 cents, 
and when the Bill went to the Other Place an  amend- 
ment was made increasing the amount to 15 cents and 
the Government has seen fit to accept such an  increase. 
It causes me to feel that i t  is a waste of time when 
we have an  opinion about a Bill and we pass it, then 
i t  comes back from the Other Place with an amend- 
ment which is accepted. The landowners with their 
cohorts in  that Place have gained the victory over us 
with this Bill and they will continue to gain victories 
until we become strong enough to say what we mean 
and do it. All over the world to-day Governments are 
making regulations regardless of how hard they may 
seem so long as the majority of people benefit; Gov- 
ernments are making regulations to see that the 
economy of their co~ntr ies  becomes more stable 
and that the majority of underprivileged people are 
provided with a greater supply of this world's goods. 
We will have to go far  to follow in the footsteps 
of those countries, and I must say that I regret 
very much that this Bill has come back before us in  
its present form. I alqo regret that there are not 
sufficient members in this House who are sufficiently 
interested in the general economy of the colony 
a\ to weigh these mattcrs carefully, and after 
doing so, to see that no measure passes this House 
unless their constructive opinions are carried to the 
councils of Government for their execution. When 
you compare the measures adopted by even smaller 
West 'Indian colonies than ourselves with those 
adopted here, it seems that there is a careless dis- 
regard for the real position of the colony. Even when 
suggestions are made by persons who have taken the 
time and the trouble to think of those suggestions 
and throw them out to the Government, there is that 
callousness and that unmannerly attitude on the part 
of those who are responsible to the Government and 
the people not to pay any attention to the views and 
opinions not only of members of this Home bnt also 
of the public generally. I would like to know the 
reason why the Government should be so reluctant in 
making it compulsory on the landowners to plant 
trees and to stipulate that some of the trees be such 
as wonld help to produce some of the food which is 
imported and which the people of the colony have to 
purchase. I notice that a Clause of the Bill sets out 
that the Director of Agricclture has the right to 
recommend that a certain species of trees be planted 
and I notice that mahogany and casuarina trees are 
stipulated. I want to know if you stipulate these 
two kinds of trees why do you have to leave other 
species of trees so vague and not stipulated? Why 
should you give such wide and discretionary powers 
to the Director of Agricnltnre if you really want to 
have other trees in the scheme? I s  i t  safer for such 
a decision to be left in the hands of the Director of 
Agriculture? Or is i t  better for the Government, 
knowin? what is renxired for  the bri temant  of t h ~  
rolony, to say that you must plant this tree or yon 
must not plant that one. I am afraid that this scheme 
is not going to meet with any success because there 
is not that amount of incentive which wnuld cause a 
landowner to plant these trees. As I said on the last 
occasion. the schnme is going to be a failure and we 
ran on17 be satisfied with the situation if we merely 
intend to have fancy Acts on the Statute Book with- 
out their ever bringing us the success which they 
qhonld bring. 

T think I have threshed out some of the ~ o i n t a  
which T wanted to thresh out. but although T have 
done so T shall sit down with regret as I have 



seen that the Bill will be passed in its present form 
because of certain circumstances which are beyond 
a single member's control. I am still going to say 
that  the future will shox7 the wisdom and deep 
interest of individuals and Governments of the past. 
I do not want to hide my strong feelijngs in  thir: 
matter; I still feel that  a deeper interest should 
have been taken in it. I t  is a fact that  in His 
Excellency's Speech a t  the re-opening of the Legis- 
lature there are certain suggestions and points 
raised, suggestions and points which are in accord- 
ance with the views expressed by many sections 
of the public. A t  a time when this colony is passing 
through a very difficult and adverse economic stage, 
such things as  have been mentioned in that  
Speech were mentioned a t  the appropriate time, 
and i t  was hoped that some of the suggestions 
would have been considered for  implementation ; 
but instead of that you find that a Bill comes down 
here for  the passing of what might or might not 
be a tidy sum from the Treasury. If some land- 
owners are tricky enough they can go around, pull 
a few shrubs from here and there, plant them on 
their lands, collect 15 cents per tree, let them die 
off and you will find in the end that  you have 
acted wrongly. Some landowners are not sufficient- 
ly interested in cultivating the necessary amount 
of foodstuffs for the population, and i t  was a mark- 
ed example of their intention when a member of 
the Opposition suggested that i t  does not pay 
them to plant a tree of any sort much less a fruit 
tree because i t  costs them $1.00 for  planting a 
tree. Not only tha t ;  the landowners are saying 
that  when trees are planted in the gullies and rab 
lands, that  prevents the growth of grass. Grass 
y a s  an important item of animal food when they 
depended upon animals in carrying on the sugar 
industry; but now that this industry is mechanized 
there is not that  necessity for the production of 
grass as there used to be. What is being done 
with the grass which grows on the plantations? It 
is just w e d  for trashing the fields. To show how 
far  they have gone from considering the general 
needs of the community I will say that  they do 
not worry to take up the canetops because they 
find i t  necessary to allow them to remain on the 
ground and trash other fields. All the time the 
price of fodder is still high; small dairymen still 
find i t  difficult to  get cheap fodder to feed their 
animals and thus assist in the production of milk. 
The mighty inflict injnry for a time and the same 
means which they adopt for  the destruction of 
others they in turn use to destroy themselves. 
Sometimes i t  causes me to wonder if people are 
the same when their position is changed. I feel 
that  the same opinions expressed on platforms a t  
mass meetings- 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is expressed a t  mass 
meetings does not concern the subject-matter of this 
Rill; the honourable member is completely out of 
order. 

Mr. ALLDER: I am sorry if I have caused 
your ire, Mr. Speaker; but I cannot help express- 
ing myself in the manner in which I have done so 
I feel that the subject a t  issue is very important 
to this colony and I am trying to awaken the inter- 
est of this House in this Bill which we are dis- 
cussing. If I try several means to awaken that  
interest I hope that you will use the sympathy 
which I know you have and you mill not take i t  
that  I am trying to sidestep the issue. I am 
speaking because I am acquainted with the real 
conditions of the .people and some honourable 
members seem not to know or to care about them. 
It is only a question of taking advantage of the 
position of a certain section of the electors who are 

inarticulate. I feel that  if a member has certain 
obligations he should be honest enough to carry 
them out in the interest of the community. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member ia 
chastising somebody rather than speaking on the 
merits of this Bill. 

Mr. ALLDER: I will t ry  to do anything to  
get honourable members to--- 

Mr. SPEAKEE: The honourable member can- 
not do anything. 

Mr. ALLDER: What I mean to say is that  I 
will t ry to do anything parliamentary to  get hon- 
ourable members to become interested and I will 
continue to speak until somebody other than my- 
self takes an interest in what I feel is a matter of 
great concern. If a Bill of this nature implement- 
ed in the way i t  should be implemented, would 
help to bring about that  condition of things 
which you say you want, should you not, as  repre- 
sentatives of the people, implement i t  in  that  way$ 
I know it might be thought that  a hardship would 
be created on this or that  person; but if by 
creating a few hardships you get better results for  
the comnlunity generally, then the strong aad  
powerfnl and wealthy will be able to bear the 
hardships. You are in truth and in fact saying 
that you are not going to compel the landowners, 
some ,f whom individually own 2,000 acres, to  
plant the necessary trees which would help in 
bringing down the high cost of living for  the poor 
people; but we must continue to buy charcoal from - 
British Guiana, St. Lucia and other colonies whose 
resources are a thousand times better than ours 
and therefore their people can live without as  much 
shame and misery as  we have here. No oompro- 
mising attitude is going to pull this colony out of 
the present economic condition. You are not say- 
ing that the landowners should be compelled to 
plant things which the community needs, but  
you  ill tell people that you must continue to buy 
these things from other colonies. Any Government 
can do what it likes so long as any action which 
it takes stands to benefit the majority and pre- 
vent people from dying from malnutrition and 
exposurp. When the British Government had to 
fight the War they went to people and said: "You 
have to get out from here by such and such a 
time; we want these places because the conflict 
is on." Bnt you are not asking people who are 
able to pull their weight to do so. The kind of 
system which we had in the past three hundred 
yrars is so entrenched that although its supporters 
?re out of the House, their influence still carry a 
I c t  of weight. How then do you expect to make 
your period of ruling a successful one unless you 
tse  a strong hand as every other Government has 
had to use in the past if the people must be ~ I i e v e d  
of the evils that were carried on? Do you expect that 
any relief is going to come to you unless you fight 
)'or i t ?  I t  is a joke and I am not so foolish ab not 
to realize that you are aware of those conditions. 
Well, then, why not take action? What is the cause 
of the reluctance? Why this compromise and back-. 
scratching weakness which is so apparent? It i s  
time, Mr. Speaker, that the Government has to be 
one thing or the other. T t  has to state its policy but 
it not only has to put that policy on paper so as to be 
able to say "we have that too". Where are the 
successes? I have heard it mentioned on many occa- 
sions by those same landowners that they prefer to 
buy a pint of milk than to keep a cow and that they 
prefer to drive to town and buy a fruit than to plant 
a fruit tree. Yet they have land. Are we aware of 
what are the aims and objects of Governments 
which really want to bring their Countries out of 
the mire? It is no question of satisfying every mind; 
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you cannot; you must hurt a few but you do see 
today that by hurting a few you help the majority. 
If you make a regulation which demands that all 
plantation owners must plant every possible 
space which they have in whatever you like, the 
trouble is finished; they do i t  or  the penalty is there. 
You tell people "Keep from the "Square" ', and 
and a l tho~gh  that is not injurious to the welfare 
of the state, the Police have a plan for going into 
the "Square." The trouble is finished; you do 
not have to put 10 or 12 watchmen to watch the 
people going into the "square." But with this B31 
you have to put your stipulations. Although land 
in this Country carries a large value according to 
the present market and although we suffer from a 
redundancy of pop~lat ion and although we cry 
out from day to day, yet you still see large tracts 
tying idle. wise Government would say "Look, 
nnless those open spots are made use of, their 
Carration ~vauld be carried up several times their 
actual value." That is all you have to do, if pot1 
think that with the population increasing every 
rear  and the une1nplo;vment list expanding - and 
the future offers no hope at  all - yon are going to 
get pour problem solved bp sitting clo~r-n and using 
nice sounding terms and even passing certain Acts 
- which may taken by the thirsty individual as 
socialistic legislation - then the colony will continue 
to go iron1 no1.w to  worit. Yon must not only have 
legislation on the statute' books of the colony but. 
you must see to it that that legislation benefits 
the people. Xr S p c a l z ~ .  1 haw discussed this 
point at length and 1 must say azain that I 
regret very much the slight and indiscreet way 
in which honourable ineinbe1.s have been look- 
ing at it. I am going to sit down with the ex- 
press Cope that sonlebody will not have to pay for 
the commitments whicdh they break. There iu a natural 
law of the TJniversr. namely. that Cat,se brings its 
Effect and History has repeated itself on many occa 
sions in the past. We have read in Hjstorp thar 
mountains fall and if mountain= fa l l  anything ca11 
happen. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,-I am sorry if any- 
thing I say is going to hurt the feelings of the hon- 
ourable member because my remarks are not intend- 
ed to hurt his feelings. But i t  is obvious tbat the 
hoiioumble inember is sensitive when he talks about 
boaoarable members on his left speaking while he 
is talking; the honourable member should realize that 
it is their bad luck because they miss something 
when they do not listen to his speech. 1 am going 
to give hjm a Little advice, being an older membep 
sf this Xfome than he is, and i t  is this: Shouting 
at o t h h  honourable mmbess do aot nmke them listen ; 
they laugh and continue to talk among themselves. 
People do not listen to you when you tire them with 
long speeches and my further bit of advice to the 
honourable member is to make his speech short and 
crisp and other honourable members vill  listen to 
him. There was an honourable member of this House 
for many years-he is still alive-who never got 
one soul to listen to him because he spoke on every 
subject ~ m d e r  the Sun and he was ~qua l ly  emph~t ic  
in every speech he made. Eventually whenever he 
got up to speak every other honourable member 
would say "Rere is now a gush of words," although 
he used to  make some good points. The senior m m -  
ber for St. John, in  the course of his rma&, was 
trying to suggest that the Government, in this re- 
spect and in others, is blind to  the n v d s  of the 
poor people. When one talks so long and so warnlly 
trying to hit somebody, one will contradict ose&f  

as the honourable member did. Let me glve a fur- 
ther bit of advice to the honourable member and 1 
mean i t  purely as advice because we all take 08 our 
hats to the honourable member who La? read and 
read and developed himself until he has found him- 
self full of knowledge, more than ordinary educa- 
tion would give him. Like the senior member for 
St. Philip he reads the life history of people of his 
Races and other Races. But one of the things which a 
speaker must do is to train himself in  such a way 
that when he has prepared a speech for an occa- 
sion and finds that it is not necessary to deliver 
that speech on that particular occasion he should 
change it. The last time this Bill was before the 
House the honourable member made the only point 
he has made to-day. I le  asked "why subsidize the 
planting of only casuarina and mahogany trees and 
not fruit trees as well ? "  and I answered him. I told 
him that they are two different things altogether and 
that the Government was not shutting its eyes to the 
production of food and fruit. I n  1907 an  Act to con- 
solidate the Acts of this Island relating to the Culti- 
vation and Preservation of Trees was passed. The 
bbject of that Act is to encourage people to grow 
more trees and in November, 1948, a Committee of 
Seasonal TJnemployment, of which Si r  John Saint was 
Chairman and the junior member for St. Philip and 
myself were members recommended that the Act 
should be amended so as to give further encourage- 
ment to the planting and cultivation of trees in the 
island. The Committee, in their Report, stated inter 
nlia :-"As the result of the War and the diffieulty of 
impor t i~g  firewood, the Government introduced s 
scherm for the free distribution of casuarina seedlings 
to anyone who was prepared to grow trees. Many 
owners of land have availed themselves of the oppor- 
tunity to obtain free the planting material and a 
large number of casuarina trees has been grown. Your 
Committee considers that the Government should give 
further encouragement to the planting of trees in 
'rab'  land, particularly of trees such as mahogany 
which will eventually yield wood for the making of 
furniture. All owners of land could be encouraged 
to plant such trees through sour grass meadows and 
elsewhere by suitable amendments to the Preservatisn 
of Trees Act, 1907-10. Exemption from taxes could 
be given to other &reas of land where trees are ~ P O W -  
ing at  spacings of up to 20 feet apart and such exemp- 
tion should be continued after the felling of the treep; 
provided re-planting is carried aut as  soon as possible 
after the trees are felled. A further encoupagement 
would be to alter section 5 of the Act, in  order to 
permit the owner or attorney of land to submit to 
the Parochial Treasurer a sworn statement of the 
acreage of land on which trees are g ~ o w n  inskead of a 
'correct plot of land.' Consideration could be 
given to the granting of a bonus of, say, 15 cents per 
tree to cover the cost of planting and this bonus could 
be made repayable when the trees are felled." AH 
that I stated last time in reply to the honourable mem- 
ber's speech but he got up to-day and made the same 
speech again. This Bill has nothing to do with food 
production or fruit production and the honourable 
member knows i t  because I told him so a few weeks 
ago. P told him that the Government is working on 
the intense prcduction of food in this island. Thip 
Bill is intended for the planting of "rab" land and 
this Bill is to t ry to make more productive ;itg A& 
that has been on the Statute Book for  over 40 vears 
and that was neglected to a great extent. The object 
of this Bill is to produce more firewood and the Un- 
employment Committee suggested that i t  wodd  be ar 
means of finding employment for people. m e n  the 
honourable member talks about this Government 
being afmid to hit a t  big people or compel them tr, 
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do certain things, the absurdity of that statement is 
obvious. He went on to contradict himself by saying 
that the Director of Agriculture has too much power. 
We are giving the Director of Agricdture a big stick 
to enable him to inspect land on which the trees will 
be planted and to see that the Government is not 
wasting its money, yet the honourable member com- 
plains that the Director is being given too muck 
power; that we would be wasting Government's money 
and that we are afraid to force big people to do 
certain things. I have told him, as almember of the 
Labour Party and as a member of the House support- 
ing the government group, that the Government has 
under consideration food production and the inten- 
sification of it. He knows that this Government would 
not hesitate to tell every plantation owner to plant 40 
per cent. of his land in food crops and see that they 
do it. I t  is very difficult for one to see, if one spends 
one's lifetime in opposition, that instead of building 
up one is destroying by one's opposition. I appeal to 
the honourable member to see that by chucking bricks 
he is not building t p .  Now, Sir, let me give the 
honourable member one or two facts to show whether 
or not we are trying to help poor people. The Director 
of Agriculture envisages the planting of 50,000 of 
these seedlings if there is enough, rainfall during 
the months of October and November every year 
and provision is being made for a sum of money to 
extend the prepanation work at  Codrington. I melt- 
tion that to let the honourable member see that i t  is 
something extensive that will 'be undertaken and 
that it will be a long term policy because no casuaritla 
tree that is planted under this scheme will be cut 
down before six years have elapsed. Before I sit, if 
there is ianythhg I have forgotten and the honour- 
able member needs a specific reply I shall be glad to 
give i t  to him. But I do assure him that the Govern- 
ment is aware of all that he has said about the 
necessity of helping the poor; the Government i s  
aware of all that he has mid a%out the necessity of 
planting frui t  trees. I t  has been the policy of *previogr 
Governments to distribute fruit trees to pe,pants 
snd the honourable member must have seen fruit 
trees that were not here 10 or 15 years ago. I assure 
him again that as regards food production, both in 
s general way apd on specific government lands, 
moh as Dodds and Seawell, the Government is work. 
ing out a scheme for the purpose. T hope that the 
honourable member in future would reserve his 
heavy artillery for something that is deserving of 
being shot a t  and not shoot !at imaginary things. A 
stranger to Barbados listening to the honourable 
member would be impressed that the present Govern- 
ment is unmindful of the poor people in this 

t island. 

The question that this Bill be now read a second 
time is put and resolved in the a e m a t i v e  without 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
Cox, Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the House 
goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH being in  
the Chair. 

Clauses 1 to 4 are called and are agreed to. 
Clause 5. Where any approved trees growing 

on land in respect of which a tax contribution pay- 
ment is payable under the provisions of the last 
preceding section have been planted during the aa- 
counting year to which the tax contribution payment 
relates, the owner of such land shall be entitled to 
receive a t  the end of the accounting year next follow- 
ing the year in  which they were planted a n  additional 
payment (hereinafter referred to as a "subsidy pay- 
ment") a t  the rate of fifteen cents for every tree 
so planted as aforesaid: 

Provided that no owner shall be entitled to re- 
ceive a subsidy payment under this subsection unless 
the Director of Agriculture issues a certificate t o  
the effect that the trees are satisfactorily establish- 
ed. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-The members of 
the Government have to make a confession in  respect 
of a strange oversight. The Executive Committee 
accepted the reccommendation of the Unemployment 
Committee that the subsidy payment should be £if- ; 
teen cents but for some reason or  other "six cents" i 

was inserted in the Bill that was before the How-_ -j 
on the last occasion and none of us saw the mistake. 
The Other Place is not forcing our hands by ' 
changing the subsidy payment to fifteen instead . 
of six cents as we passed the Bill on the last 
occasion. I t  was always intended that i t  should be 
fifteen cents. iI beg to move that Clause 5 stand 
part of the Bill. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question that clause 5 stand part of the 

Bill is put  and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
Cox, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of the Bill 
in Committee. 

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr. 
ADAMS, seconded in each case by Mr. COX, the Bill 
is read a, third time and is passed. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
Cox. the House is adjourned to meet on Tuesday, 
13th Jnne, 1950, a t  3 o'clock pm. 




