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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 27th June, 1950.

Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 12 o’clock noon to-day-

Present .

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HusBanps, (Speaker) ;
His Honour Mr. A. E. 8. Lewis (Deputy Speaker),
Mr. L. E. Swurrr, (Chairman of Committees):
Mesgsrs. T. O. Brvaxn, F. B, MinLer, M. E. Cox,
¥. L. Warcorr, F. C. Gopparp, J. H. WiLKINSOY,
0.B.E., R. G. Marp, D. D. GArRNER, D. A. FosTEr
and G. H. Apams, B.A.

- Prayers are read.

DOCUMENT.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that I have received the Colonial Treasur-
er’s Financial Report for the month of May, 1950.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,— I have the honour
to present a Message from I.Ls Excellency the
Governor as follows :—

MESSAGE No. 21/1950
His Ezxcellency the Governor
To
The Honourable the House of Assembly

His Excellency the Governor has the henour to

. inform ithe Honourable the House of Assembly that
“the Qovernment of Barbados has been invited to

accede to ‘‘Relief Goods’’ Agreement between the

. Government of the United Kingdom and the Gov-
. ernment of the United States of America which arises
from: the Economic Co-operation Agreement.

It will be recalled that the Government of
Economiec Co-operation
ent and in doing so accepted the conditinn
that \the Government of the United Kingdom should
negotifate with the Government of the United Statesgf
iea lan Agreement to facilitate the entry of
oods into the United Kingdom.

By acceding to the Relief Goods Agreement,

... Barbadjes will undertake to grant duty free entry
-« into Bdrbados in respect of three types of con-

signment of relief goods from the United States,
namely—

(i) relief goods in bulk consigned from a
recognised charitable organization in
the United States to a similar organi-
zation in Barbados;

(ii) standard packs which are consigned
by an individual in the United States
through a commercial organization to an
individual or to a charitable organiza-
tion in Barbados. For both these sorts
of relief supplies the Agreement pro-
vides that Customs will admit such
duty free goods as shall be agreed
between the Governments of the United
Kingdom and the United States. Tn
the case of relief goods in bulk the
stipulation is that these shall not
include tobaceo, ecigars, cigarettes or
alcoholic liquor;
relief packages, which are parcels not
over 22 Ibs. in weight sent by individ- -
nals in the United States to individuals
in Barbados. Duty free entry will be
aceorded to these parcels so long as
their contents are limited to discarded
clothing, ifood, medical supplies ¢r
s0ap.

4. The Government of Barbados provided for
the customs duty free treatment of relief goods sent
to charitable organizations under the Customs Tariff
(Amendment) Act, 1948. Further legislation will
be necessary to provide eustoms duty free treatment
to the other types of consignments of relief goods.

5. If the Legislature agree to accede to the
Relief Package Agreement, the Secretary of State
for the Colonies will be informed accordingly and the
legislation necessary to implement the Agreement
will thereafter be introduced.

A. W. L. SAVAGE,
Governor.

(iif)

Government House,
Barbados,
27th June, 1950.

PAPERS LAID,

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—I have the honour
to lay on the table of the House the following
Papers :—




96

HOUSE

am—

Post Office Advances for the payment of Money
Orders to the 31st May, 1950.

The Public Officers Loan and Travelling Allow-
ances (Scheduled Officers) Regulations, 1950.

NOTICES

(Government Notices are given as follows:—

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to approve the Regu-
lations entitled ‘‘The Public Officers Loan and
Travelling Allowances (Scheduled Officers) Regula-
tions, 1950,”’ made by the Governor-in-Executive
Committee on the 22nd day of June, 1950, under
the provisions of section 4 of the Publie Officers Loan
and Travelling Allowance Act, 1948 (1948—12).

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum of
$27,562 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1950—51.
Part II, Capital Estimates, as shown in the Supple-
mentary Hstimates 1950—>51, No, 6, which form the
schedule to this Resolution.

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum of
$6,800 at the disposal of the GGovernor-in-Executive
Committee to supplement the HEstimates 1950—51,
Part I, Current Estimates, as shown in the Supple-
mentary Estimates 1950—51, No. 7, which form the
sehedule to this Resolution.

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum of
¢1 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Com-
mittee to supplement the Estimates 1950—51, Part I,
Current, as shown in the Supplementary Estimates
195’0—51&% No. 8, which form the schedule to this
. Résolution.

M ADAMS: Bill to amend the Cinematograph
Film Censdeship Act, 1940 (1940—20).

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the
House into Committee of Supply at the next meeting
to consider the ioney Resolutions of which I have
just given notice. )

Mr. MorTrLEy enters the House and takes his
seat.

Other Notices are given as follows:—

Mr. WILKINSON: Of my intention to move,
later in the day, the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee to consider along with the Debates Committee
the reorganization of the Staff of Reporters of the
Legislature, the Staff of the House of Assembly, and
the re-arrangement of the present seating of the
House.

Mr. MAPP: Of the following Address:—

The House Of Assembly
To
His Euxcellency The Governor

The House of Assembly draw to the attention
of Your Excellency the serious plight with which the
poorer classes of this community are faced owing to
the recent increase in the cost of living.

The House are of opinion that the Government
should take early steps to consider means of reducing
mmport duties on certain essential items of food and
other commodities and the reduetion of margins of
profits secured by wholesalers and big retailers on
certain of these.

The House would observe that the imposition of
4 purchase tax on non-essential items and the in-
creased revenue resulting from a bigger sugar crop
and a bigger price for same will offset to some extent
the loss in revenue occasioned bv the proposed re-
duced duties.

Mr. GODDARD: To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committee present at tha
next meeting of the House of Assembly e

1. Does the Government intend to take steps to
straighten the road at the Harmony Hall
Bend on the St. Lawrence Road?

2. Isthe Government aware of the great volume
of water which remains on this road at the
Harmony Hall Bend after rain to the in-
convenience of the travelling public?

3. If the Government does not intend to
straighten the road at this point, wiil the
Government direct the Director of Highways
and Transport to eonstruct proper drains
to remove the nuisance mentioned in gues-
tion 27

Mr. MOTTLEY: To enquire of the Sénicr
Member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of the House of Assembly :— 3

1. In view of the official communications and
correspondence which have appeared in the
Press in connection with the Petroleum Act
1950, will the Government give the following
information ?

(a) How were applications invited for

licences to prospeet for oil?

(b) How were applications made?

(e¢) Has the Ancillary Rights Commis-

sion been set up?

(d) If not, why not?

(e) Have any Regulations becen made
under the Act? If the answer is in
the negative, is it the intention of
Government to make any Regula-
tions and if not, why not?

Has any money been paid by Guif
Corporation  into the Public
Treasury of this Island?

If so, under what authority has
such money been paid and received ?

2.  Will Government publish as soon as possible
the text in full of the licence issued by Government
to Gulf Corporation?

3. Will Government make a full disclosure of
the terms of the Ticence given to the British Union
0il Co. in respect of natural gas?

Mr. GODDARD: To enquire of the Senior Mem-
ber of the Executive Committee present at the next
meeting of the House of Assembly:—

1. Has Government received a request for
back pay from the casual workers and rock blasters
employed by Transport Board and by the Contractor
for supplying stones?

2. Will the Government give consideration to
the claim of these workers to receive back pay on
the same basis as that already paid to casual workers
employed by the Government?

(f)

(g)

BILL READ A FIRST TIME

Ou the motion of Mr. Apams seconded by Mr.
F. L. Warcort, a Bill to amend the Cinematograph
Film Censorship Act., (1940—20) is read a first time.
time. ‘

MR. SPEAKER TO ATTEND OPENING oF
NEW HOUSE OF COMMONS |

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour tojinform

accepted the invitation which is also extenddd to Mrs.
Husbands and I think I should give this Heuse early
notice of this proposed visit to the United § Kingdom

in October. This visit will mean that shall be

s o o, B 2%
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away in England for the last ¢wo weeks in October
and 1 hope that later to:day an honourable member
will ask that I be granted the necessary leave.

Mr. ADAMS: May I on behalf of the members
of the ilouse say how happy we are to know that
Your Honour has been invited to attend tne ceremony
The Mother of Parlia-
ments in the British Empire and Commonwealth has
been for the whole worla so great a symbol of par-
liamentary democracy that we, who pride ourselves
on being so close behind in point of time as a Repre-
sentative Assembly, have a twofold pleasure in know-
ing that we shal] have participated in the ceremony
of the opening of the resuscitated and rebuilt House
of Commons. We feel sure, Sir, that the dignity of
this House will be mamtamed and even at the risk
of appearing insular, I may add the respect which is
due to the House of Assembly of Barbados, because
of its age and unbroken traditions, will be shown, I
am sure, to you, Sir, and, through you, to the rest of
the members of this House. I feel sure that the
House will in a more appropriate form show its
appreciation before Your Honour leaves to attend
this eeremony. We look forward to your being there
and to your return and in my felicitations I should
like to add our congratulations not merely to you but
to your wife who, as your wife, is being invited to
this ceremony.

-Mr. A1ipER enters the House and takes his beat

Mr. WILKINSON: Mr. Speaker,—We feel that
the invitation to attend the opening of the new House
of Commons is an honour not only to you and Mrs.
Husbands but also to Barbados and particularly this
House. We are delighted, Sir, that you are able to
see your way to aceept the invitation. If I may add
a word about expense I feel sure that every member
of this House will, as the senior member for St.
Joseph has said, on some other ocecasion show his
apprecjiation in a more practical form. (Hear, hear
and cheers.) Sir, I do not think I can sav much more.
1 repeat that we arc delighted and T know that
every member of this Hous2 will wish vou and Mrs.
Husbands a safe journey te England and back to
Barbados.

Mr. MOTTLEY : Mr, Speaker— T understand
that the British Government usually pays transporta-
tion expenses in matters of thig sort but in view of
the fact that this is an honour not only to Your Hon-
our but also to this House I am voicing the feeling
of every member on this side of the table when I say
that we would be willing to support a Resolution
which has for its object the defraymo* of expenses
which Your Honour will have to incur apart from
transportation expenses. Having done some travel-
ling myself T know that it will be incumbent upon
Your Honour to undergo certain expenses and, there-
fore, T hope that the Government will send to this
House a Resolution for an appropriate sum to assist
you and Mrs. Husbands in defraying the necessary.
unforeseen expenses which you will have to incur. I
know that you will return with greater experience to
guide the destinies of this House and we wish you a
happy time in Enegland and a safe ]ournev back to
Barbados.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must sav that my wife and
I are very grateful for the kind wishes which have
been expressed to us and T hope that T shall be a

worthy representative of this ancient House of Assem-
bly.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order stands in, the
name of the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph.—To move the House into Committee of Sup-

ply to consider the grant of sums of money for the
service of the Government.

On the motion of Mr. Apamg, seconded by Mr.
F. L. Warcort, Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the
House goes into Committee of Supply, Mr. Smire
being in the Chair.

RESOLUTION TO SUPPLY EMERGENCY RELIEF FUNDS

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,—This Resolu-
tion is for the sum of $10,000 to make sure that funds
are available in the event of damage caused by hur-
ricane or by calamity which, though not quite as
serious as a hurreiane, is of the sort which would neces-
sitate the giving of immediate relief. As-the adden-
dum states, this proposal includes provision of funds
to assist the Central Relief Organization and the
Parochial Relief Committees in obtaining necessary
equipment and funds to allow for the distribution of
food and medical supplies before the arrival of a storm.
As honourable members know, nothing is perfeet. It
was discovered, last September ,that in many instances
the Relief Committees made no move to do any-
thing, — although they knew that flood damage
was likely to have taken place,—on the ground
that no provision had been made beforehand. One
of the objeets of thig Resolution is to provide equip-
ment and make funds available for the provision of
food and medieal supplies at strategic points before
a storm actually hits the island. It is proposed that.
the $10,000 should be divided into three sections—
A. Grants at the approach of the Hurricane Season;
B. Reserve for a period of Threat; and C. Reserve
for use after the disturbance. It is to be noted that
the money in respect of C will be expended only if
damage is actually caused. Honourable members
may feel that it is a small amount but they will
realize at the same time that the idea is to have some-
thing ready for the first refugees, if I may so ecall
them. I do not think that I need say more. The
addendum is very full and explains the objects of the

Resolution. I beg to move that this Resolution do
BOW Dass.
Mr. COX: T beg to second that,

Mr. Dowpine enters the House and takes his
seat. '

Mr. LEWIS: This is a very worthy Resolution
to have money ready, in case of damage to property
and, perhaps, loss of life resulting from a storm. But,
Sir, this Resolution will depend, to a great extent, ou
the information you get about the approach of a hur-
ricane and I should like to draw the Government's
attention to a notice appearing in the local Press to
the effect that some amatenr meteorological station
is to be set up for the purpose of getting information
about a hurricane. I would like to ask the Govern-
ment not to forget that it was blamed on the lagt
occasion for not supplying information about the
approaching storm. It may be very good to have
amateurs but the Government should see to it that it
supervises this amateur set-up or have its own
reliable form of getting the information., Certainly
in this area there must be already in existence
stations for the purpose of locating a hurricane and
giving reliable information about it, but, Sir, if the
Government sits quietly by and allows people to get
that information from whatever source they get it
and a responsible government officer like the
Director of Agriculture who has to see after the
distribution and spending of this money is associated
with this amateur set-up, the public will naturally
say that the Government has something to do with the
set-up and if it oceurs again that the people are told,
from whatever source, that the danger is passed and
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they can go back to their houses in the flooded area,
the Governmenti is going to be biamed as tney were
biamed on the last occasion. The notice to waich 1
rerer omy appeared quite recently in the local news-
papers, and i see that the Director of Agriculture is
associated with it—nis name was put down as Mr.
C. C. Skeete. The next thing is this: In having funds
of this sort distributed by parochial bodies [ suppose
it would mean that you have to distribute them every
year and I am asking the Govermment to give an
undertuking that a statement of the accounts and the
spending of these funds by the parochial bodies will
be laid on the table of this ITouse- This House passed
an Address sometime ago in reply to a Message from
His Excellency the Governor concerning the Scnooner
Pool Association and I believe that in that connec-
tion audited accounts of that Association were to be
laid oun the table of this House every six months. It
may have escaped my attention but I do not think that
any such statement has been laid on the table of this
House for some time. That is something which I con-
sider is a breach of faith. It is not provided for in
the laws of the Island but it was definitely stated
that those were terms on which we would utilize the
funds acecumulated under the Schooner Pool Author-
ity, that is to say, the House should be able to know
what was happening. There is such a fund known as
the Revolving Fund in connection with the process-
ing factory and one single statement has been render-
ed to this House about that Revolving Fund. We are
the representatives of the people and, as such, we
should know something about these various Funds
and statements explaining how the money has been
spent should be laid on the table of this House at
least in the month of February each year. I say
February because I do not think the House would be
prorogued during the consideration of the Estimates.
I must say that provision of these funds in advance
is a very good thing. Private collections are made
when occurrences such as a hurricane take place and
people say that they get no information as to
whether or not the money which is collected has been
distributed. It is well to talk these things and I am
warning the Government not to open itself to blame
through any oversight on its part.

Mr. ALLDER: It would appear as if this Reso-
lution to grant money to the various Bodies to be
spent in case an emergency takes place is farsighted,
but it does not appear so farsighted, Sir, inasmuch
as all those persong who have suffered losses during
the last hurricane have not yet been compensated
nor given assistance as was promised to them. I do not
mean those persons who have lost household effects
or those owners whose houses have been partly dam-
aged. T am speaking of some cases where a few
houses were totally demolished as the result of
the weather and whose occupants have had to
seek shelter at their relatives and friends.
Shortly after the incident in August—September,
1949, funds were granted to the various Committees
in the parishes. Those funds, I am told, Sir, were
exhausted and I was told that there was a promise
by Government to forward a further sum to complete
the recomstruction of those homes which were des-
troyed. Many of you may have seen pictures in the
Barbados Advocate some months ago and included
in those pictures was one set of householders, num-
bering over twelve, whose house—I am sure because
I saw it — was totally demolished and the spot
has since become an area for growing vines
and pepner trees. That is enough to give you a
true picture of the situation. These people are still
putting up at their friends and the house in which

e

they now live is no bigger than 14 ft. x 8 ft. [ am
sure that when I last visited the district about 17
persons were occupymg that house and after seeing
those pictures in the Press I had a feeling that the

Government would have seen them too and would
have been urged, as a result, to take immediate action.

To-day the situation is the same. I do not know, Sir,
if the Government intends to fulfil its promise nor
do T know, Sir, what is responsible for the keep-back
but I do say, Sir, that those people are seeing very
hard. The conditions under which they have been
forced to live—now nearly a year—are becoming un-

bearable not only to the people immediately concerned
but to others who know the conditions and who dis-
like to see people forced to undergo conditions that
are below normal standards of living. 1 am hoping,
Sir, that sinee the Government has seen fit to prepare
for what it considers the inevitable, it will set about
to remedy that ill which has the tendeney to grow
greater. This is not an isolated case in the parish
of St. John, Sir, but there are several othersiof a
similar nature and some of a lesser nature. There is
another case of which I would make mention and this
is an old woman who lived in Welch Village and whose
house has been blown down. She has had to seek
shelter at a friend. The friend has decided that she
cannot keep her any longer, due to the lack of proper
facilities, and the parish authorities have had to take
her and send her to the almshouse. That woman is
too old to get means whereby she can put her house
back in a habitable condition and she either has to
depend on the good graces of the Government or the
local Authority in the parish who feels that the Gov-
ernment has promised to repair these houses so that
the people can go back into them. Sir, I have
been investigating from the Authorities in the
parish whether funds were released to them and they
have told me that up to this minute they have not
been able to hear anything from 'the Government. I
do not want to say much more. I ifee] that this Govern-
ment should be a generous Government and I still feel
that it would do whatever lies in its power ito help
people in straitened circumstances, unless some great
hindrance steps in its way. T am still of the opinion
that it would try to live up to expectations. I do not
know, Sir, if it is a case of forgetfulness. I rather
feel that it is that rather than a going-away from its
promises, The public still has its eyes open to see the
full effects and the assistance which were promised
by the Government in September, 1949. towards the
sufferers who met losses during the hurricane. They
are still waiting. T too am waiting. If there is the
intention to help all who are really in need of assis-
tance, there is the feeling that too much time
is taken before such assistance is extended and it also
gives the feeling that when small people are to benefit
at the hands of the Government they have to wait
very long, contrary to the case of others who are more
able to bear the inconvenience when they want assis-
tanece than those people who are known to be poor and
tnable to help themselves. T do not know if the sueges-
tion is going to be made 'that the Labour Welfare
funds can he drawn upon by these people. If that is
the case, Sir, I would agree to it if the owners of
these houses were younger people and are still work-
ing; but they are in the vieinity of 70 to 80 years
of age and therefore they have retired already from
work; they have only to depend on the charitable
disposition of their friends and relatives, An honour-
able member has asked ‘“What about old age
pensions?’’ That is something far from the point
because we know how small that is and if would be
unwise to think that the recipient of an old age pension
would be able to repair or build a house with the
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pension whick he or she gets. They cannot even repair
their bodies furthermore their houses and therefore,
Sir, I would like the Leader of the Government to
‘clarify the situation, not only for the benefit of this
House but also for the benefit of the sufferers, of the
people who are responsible for the carrying out of
the relief schemes in the parishes, and of the public
generally.

Mr. MAPP: Mr. Chairman—I think we are
pleased that the Government is adopting the Scout
Motto ‘‘Be Prepared’’ and has taken steps to provide
this means of relieving any situation that is likeiy
to arise from a hurricane, But, Sir, I think the
Government will agree that it is far more necessary
to have a quick and efficient system of relief by the
establishment of organizations in the parishes which
could act with the maximum of speed when any such
situation arises. It is because of that that I draw to
the Government’s attention that it has been reliably
told to me that in the constituency which I represent
there is some difficulty as regards the Committee set
up in that parish to look after sufferers from a storm,
I hope, Sir, that the Government will take steps to
make sure that all such difficulties are smoothed out
and that these Committees are able to function as
smoothly and as efficiently as possible. Thig is only
the first step to help in the various parishes in case
of an emergency of this nature. Other steps are also
very vital in a matter of this sort, and I hope that
these Committees which are set up will be able to aot
with the necessary speed and that no difficulty will
be put in their way, either by persons on the spot or
other persons, in carrying through their various funec-
tions. I just throw it out to the Government for the
sake of the people who will be affected by any difficult

‘working of these organizations and I trust that the

Government will make sure that the way is made
smooth and that everything possible is done to ensurs
speedy relief if and when any such calamity occurs.

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Chairman,—dJust in case
it is thought that all of us on this side of the House
are happy over this matter I will join with those on
thatt side who have voiced their ecriticisms. 1 believe
that this Resolution before us is the outcome of a
letter. written by the Vestry of the parish of St.
George in September last year in which it was pointed
out that it was useless to set up an organization in
a parish if the organisation at the centre has no
policy. Sir, that letter was written sometime in
September last year and no reply was received by the
Vestry of St. George until early this year when we
were sent a letter asking us to form a Hurricane
Relief Committee and we replied that we regretted
very much that we would not be able to form a Hurri-
cane Relief Committee unless the point raised in our
letter of September, 1949, was noted and some agree-
ment made about it. I must say that as far as the
majority of the points which we raised is concerned,
the Government has done its best to see that if we
have an occurrence of a similar nature, those points
which we raised in our letter will no longer exist.
Sir, when we look at this Resolution we are told
that it covers the necessary organisation in the event
of a burricane or storm. One of the points the Vestry
of St. George raised was the fact that there was no
provision for the distribution of food and medical
supplies after it had been known that there was a
storm approaching and the warning was given. I see
that this Resolution attempts to solve that problem by
allocating the sum of $500 as a grant to the Director
of Agriculture, That means, Sir, that the key situation
of having food available to the parishes will be left in
the hands of the Director of Agriculture
and the Director of Agrieulture only. Now,

we in the parish of St. George do not think that thai
will meet the necessary cases. It is our opinion that
immediately after the cautionary warning is given,
food should be distributed regardless of whether the
Director of Agriculture has some whim or some desire
or some thought which he may think best and I would
like the hounourable Iieader of the House to ponder
ocn this question because leaving the matter in the
hands of the Director of Agriculture is, in our
opinion, not the correct procedure. It should be a
definite rule that after a cautionary warning is given
these food supplies and medical supplies shall be
distributed at such and such points and not purely
snd simply leave it to one man to decide the fate of
thousands of people. I think, Sir, that this is putting
too mueh on one man,—a responsibility which we all
should shoulder. Now, Sir, if this island is struck by
a hurricane accompanied by a tidal wave, the tidal
wave will obviously damage the greater part of Bridge-
town and, as the result, the greater part of the food in
the island. And we who would be blessed by being
farther in the hills would be in a position where we
would be in, the hills without any food. Well, Sir, I
stress that point both from the point of view of food
and from the point of view of medical supplies. I re-
peat that as soon as the cautionary warning is given,
no hesitation should be made in getting foodstuffs and
medical supplies to strategic points at a higher level
than Bridgetown. And the amount of £500 does seem
inequitable as far ay the necessary food and medical
supplies are concerned. Leaving that point, Sir, I
would like to join those members who have already
spoken in respect of what exists to-day as the after-
math of the storm last year, In the parish of St.
George, after a great deal of hard work and the wear-
ing out of shoe leather by the parochial authorities,
a complete list of the damage done to all the houses
in St. George was prepared and forwarded to the
Central Anthority. Some time elapsed and we eventu-
¢lly received a letter picking out certain people’s
names from the complete list which we had sent to
the Government and it was notable that those names
corresponded with the smallest amounts in dollars
and cents on the right side of the sheet. And that
letter told us specifically that the money which was
given was to be used for those houses picked out by
Government, naming the persons in question. 8ir, that
hag been done but in a number of cases where there
was complete destruction no help hag been forthcoming
up to to-day. Well, Sir, what is the use of appointing
a Hurricane Relief Committee in each of the parishes
and giving them the trouble of collecting all the
details as to how many feet of timber, how many
bundles of shingles are required for the repair of the
houses,—a job which takes up the better part of a
whole day to accomplish and having accomplished it,
to find that all your work has been in vain tos the
extent of 90 per cent? Unless an organization is set
up whereby these Committees who are only too willing
to help can be guaranteed that the work they are
going to do and are willing to do will be worth
while and will come to fruition, the spirit which those
people displayed in the past must of necessity wane.
I do appeal to the Government to try to get this
matter eut and dried, so that the Central Organiza-
tion will know what it has to do, what is going to
happen and when these Committees are formed in
the parishes they would be able to know what lines
to work upon. I end by hoping that I will hear some-
thing about what is being done about the remainder
of the list of houses damaged in the parish of St
George which, I believe, Sir, may probably have had
a fate like the letter of September, 1949, that is,
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pigeon-holed and not answered until they were told
that we will form no Committee unless that letter is
answered. Perhaps it will be necessary for the House
to use pressure of some sort to find out what has
bkappened to that letter in the hands of the Govern-
ment stating how many houses and the amount oi
damage that was done in the parish of St. George.

Myr. ALLDER : Mr. Chairman,—I should like to
make a point which I should have made a little while
ago when I was speaking. A member of the Hurricane
Relief Committee in the parish of St. John has told
me that they have received g communication from ths
Colonial Secretary to rent a house for Ella Small and
her family whose house was totally destroyed but
there were stipulations in the letter which compelled
them not to go above an average sum per week and
I have been told that the Committee searched around
the parish and could not find a house which would
te cheap enough to meet the vequirements of the
Government. There was one house which was avail-
gble and that is a large, wall house at $30 per month
and, therefore, no house was rented for this family
they have to continue to live with a relative. I thought
I should mention that point because I do not want
any misunderstanding. The Committee said that they
could not get a house for the amount to which: they
were limited and they were unable, for the lackf of
funds, to rent the only house which was available
at that time but is not available at present.

Mr. ADAMS: The senior member for St. John
would be disappointed if I did not reply but I do not
intend to reply at any great length to him. I invite
him to go and read the debates when this subject was
last debated and he will discover that I pointed out
to him that his parish was better treated than any
other parish. Acting bona fide, the Churchwarden of
the parish of St. John had even gone further than
what was the policy of the Government. Mr. B. L.
Barrow was energetic and had done repairs and re-
buildings on a large scale before he knew the sum of
money which the Government contemplated giving
to anybody. He was told to go ahead and T myself
went with him and Messrs. Greenidge and Clarke, the
two QGuardians, on more than one occasion to the
Colonial Secretary. In short more attention had been
paid to them because they were energetic to get in
touch with the Government and me than any other
parish. So, it was not a question of neglect. The Gov-
ernment deplores, more than anybody else, the fact
that all houses which were completely demolished
have not been put back, with the exception of those
in St. Michael, in the position they were in before
the storm. The honourable memher referred to Ella
Small whose house was 22ft long by 11 feet wide by
& feet high. Its estimated value before the storm was
$230. The parochial authorities submitted a claim for
$330 but representatives of the Public Works Depart-
ment went and looked at it and recommended thas
it should be rebuilt at a cost of $295. So, in her case
it is not a guestion of ignoring the claim. T repeat that
the people whose houses could be repaired have had
their houses repaired. The people whose houseg have
been completely demolished or washed awayv—a
proper high wind could have blown some of them
down—have not yet, as far as parishes other than
St. Michael are concerned, been attended to. T am
saying this quite deliberatelvy: The Secretariat is
absolutely overwhelmed with work and one of the
reasons why those houses which have been completely
demolished have not vet been attended to is the lack
of staff in the Secretariat. The honourable senior
niember for St. John sneers; he is one of those who
turned down the suggestion that the Government

should get someone from the Colonial Office to assist
in the work In the Colonial Secretary’s office.

Of course, it is the right of the House to be o:linate
and obstructive if it hag the votes but do not, when
an attempt is made to re-organize the Secretariat,
prevent the Government from having it staffed be-
cause of the stupid feeling that ounly a Barbadian
can do anything, and 1 the meantime the work piles
up. One of the things which the Government con-
templates in the case of houses which have been
entirely destroyed is to give the owners permission
to obtain credit from lumber yards ana let them
pay back to the Government, over a period of time,
the difference between the vaiue of their houses be-
fore they were destroyed and the value of the new
houses. That seems to me to be a matter worthy of cou-
sideration. In the case of the parish of St. Michael, it
was fortunate that we had 32 houses at the Pine
available. There were 28 people booked for these
houses but the storm came along and we shifted the
people from Delamare Land to these houses. I re-
peat that St. John was the most fortunate of all the
parishes. Take the case of Doreen Haynes. Her
house was washed away; a claim was submitted for
$75 by the parochial authorities and a new house was
built for ber in Wakefield Yard. As I said, the
parochial aunthorities in St. John jumped ahead
quicker than other parochial authorities and did
things of that sort to help the people. I have not
gone through the list thoroughly but my recollectioq,
as regards the parish of St. John, is that Doreen
Haynes’s house was not the only one that was rebuilt.
To show that the Government is very anxious
about the entire situation I was very glad of the
opportunity afforded me by the junior member for
St. Andrew last week to go to the parish of St.
Andrew with him and see with my own eyes the
position of the nnfortunate people whose houses were
fiattened out in that parish. Tn some of these cases
people have been living for many years in houses that

are too old to be repaired. It did not take much

to destroy some of these houses. 1t would be an
utter waste of money to repair some of these houses.
They have to be rebuilt and, therefore, they come
within the category of the houses to be rebuilt. We
are working in the matter. On Sunday last | was
in the parish of St. Joseph visiting some of these
houses—the junior member for St. Joseph was
somewhere else at the time and was not available—-
and I pointed out to the people that the Government
is actively engaged in formulating a policy to deal
with the houses which have been demolished. Hon-
ourable memberg should, instead of attacking the Gov-
ernment, ask what is the policy of the Government.
Part of that policy is to use the organization which hag
been established under Mr. Haynes for the lending of
Labour Welfare funds instead of setting up a fresh
organization for this purpose. I have adked o¢ne or
two members whether they think that the
work ecould be more efficiently done _in that
way rather than by the Vestries and their
advice is to do it that way. The senior member
for St. John says that we would not help these
poor people, Let me ask the honourable member
this: What is the use of miaking a sbatement of that
sort only for our unlistening ears? T{ is not going
to appear in the Adwocate; it is not going to appear
in the Beacon and these poor people cannot afford
to buy a copy of the Offipial Gazette to read the
honourable member’s speech. T do assure him that
the last thing this Government wants to see is another
September’s rain come along without these people
having been helped. Of course, the Government is
still hopeful that all plantation owners with soft
hearts and all those who are concerned with the
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working of plantations will start to build houses
and rent them to labourers on easy terms. 1 said
a mowment ago that the junior member for St. An-
drew and 1 inspected many houses in the parish
of St. Andrew last week and I was surprised at the
condition of many of the houses — houses through
any part of which you eould almost push your
finger; houses in which you would not put a
pedigreed goat or sheep if you had one. Of
course, I have no doubt that the big landowners in
St. Andrew, by private enterprise, will help the
Government to solve the problem as far as St
Andrew’s parish is concerned. St. George, of courge,
is notorious for being always in the vanguard when
it comes to the formulating of schemes. We would
be really net-wits — to use a  favourite expression
of the junior member for St. Philip — if we dia
not do our best to try to get roofs over these people’s
heads and did not anticipate the possibility ot
meeting with a similar calamity next month or in
Angust or September this year. As far as the remarks
of the junior member for St. George are concerned
I must confess that after listening to him and even
sometime before, T felt as he feels about this discre-
tionary power being given to the Director of Agri-
culture and the Director of Medical Services and [
shall report to the Government and shal]l take into
consideration his comments because it does seem that
it would be better to send food and medical supplies
to every parish so that it could be distributed to
centres rather than wait to use discretion at a time
when communications are bad. I may say that it is
the best constructive contribution I have heard the
honourable member make in any debate in the last
two years (Smiles). I am sure that the Government
will give it consideration because I think it is a very
good idea.

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Chairman—1 should say
that on the last occasion when we had a storm the
Government acted very quickly in affording soms«
sort of relief to the sufferers but the Government

-also failed to do certain things, as the senior member

for St. John has said, and I agree with him. For
instance, those houses which were completely de
molished have not been attended to as yet. All I
can say is that perhaps the Government ig too busy
but while the Government may be too busy these
people have no houses in whichk to live and nc
civilized Government should want to see ‘people
thrown on the streets and have to depend on charity.
So while the (Government has carried out certain
obligations in this respect, one vital obligation re-
mains, that is, to give these people whose houses have
been completely demolished some sort of homes, Gov-
ernment is hound to do those things, especially when
the damage and suffering are caused by an act of
Nature. ¥ood and shelter are essential things which
human beings must have. 1 know that the housing
problem in this Country is a serioug one and God
help the people if what occurred in August—Septem-
ber last year ocecurred again this vear! I am fearful
and I pray God that we shall never see that in
another 100 years. If we get a downpour like that
of last vear, a lot of the houses that are standing now
will not be standing. I am not goine to make a
long speech to-day, but I should like to say that I
think the Government has an opportunity to amelior-
ate the condition of these people. There is the
Labour Welfare Fund which the Government can
utilize for this purpose. Tt is a big problem to
tackle but we meed to tackle it. There is a lot of
work to be done. Sometimes when these problems
come before me T do not know what to sav. T do not

know if other people are taking them as seriously as
I do. 1Itis about time we stop rehabilitating the sugar
industry and attend to the housing problem in this
Country or at least the sugar manufacturers can do
with less than what they are getting. You are giving
to Labour Welfare less than what you are giving the
sugar manufacturers and the labourers are really
more in need of rehabilitation than the sugar tfac-
tory owners. Again, to give thig sort of assistance
to only agricultural labourers is another fallacy be
cause 1t is not only the agricultural labourers but
also people in all walks of life who cannot repair
their homes. The factory owner can do with less
machinery and can still go on grinding his canes and
making money. There are people who have no
homes at all and we cannot wait until we get a
flood to help those whose homes are in need of repair
to repair them, What is more ig that the price of
lumber has gone beyond the financial ability of the
people to rebuild or repair their homes. In my opin-
wn the Government can embark upon the housing
scheme because it has something with which
it can start. If there are £400,000 to the
credit of the Labour Welfare Fund, the Govern-
inent ecan put another £400,000 with that amount,
establish its own Department, import the materials
and employ people who are on the spot to do the
work. Have a real housing organisation and the
Government would save a lot of money. I wish that
some honourable members would really go into some
of the slum areas in which poor people live and see
the conditions under which they live. After a driz-
zle of rain all the houses are wet inside and what
is more is that some of the people have nowhere to
20; some have no closets, no baths. What sort of
life do we intend that these people should live? We
cannot go on like this forever. The Government
will have to do something about this housing problem.
1 remember having an interview with a former Gov-
ernor sometime ago and although I have nothing
against, Emigration I told him that I would put emi-
gration aside and deal with the housing problem
because T know how serious it is in this Country.
T hope the Government will take heed of my remarks
and will see to it that it does not only formulate
schemes to lend people money. Some of those per-
sons are going to gamble with the money that is lent
to them, and the real people who want this money
will not be able to get it because they are not agri-
cultural labourers. You want a scheme whereby all
classes of labourers will be helped. This is a good
start but we need something more comprehensive.
Housing in this island is deplorable and it is going
from bad to worse because T repeat that the prices
of materials with which to build houses and the
price of labour have gone beyond the means of a cer-
tain section of the community. If you doubt what T
am saving. try to repair a house and you will sea
what will happen to you. If you estimate that a small
iob will cost $100. when yvouw get through. the cost
will be nearer $400 than $100; so do not fool vour-
selveg.

THE CHAIRMAN: I am sorry to interrupt
the honourable member but you are straying from
the point.

My, GARNER: All right, Mr. Chairman: if
vou say so I bow to your ruling. But I should like
to draw to vour attention that the addendum states
that ‘‘the object of the Resolution is to provide that
funds are available in the event of damage caused
by a hurricane, storm or flooding, so that immediate
relief can be given as mecessary,’’ and it goes on
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tu state what is proposed to be domne. llousmg, 1
uly opinion, forms part of the Resolution.

1HE CHAIRMAN: 1 take it that *‘immediate
relier” would be in the form of food and clothes.

Mr. GARNrK: 1f L start to talk about food 1
would talk all day because [ know that there are
many people who go to sleep hungry at night. But
reverting to Housing 1 want to stress the point that
the Government should establish an organization for
the amelioration of the housing conditions in this
Country. The people are in dire need of houses. I
have in my pocket now twelve applicationg from
persons to the officer mdministering the Labour Wel-
rare ¥und for loans to vepair their houses so that
you can see how serious the matter is. I hope that
the Government will give consideration to what 1
have said and will endeavour to formulate some
schewe whereby it can do something to help the poor
people.

Mr. ALLDER: The senior member for St.
Joseph has suggested, in the course of his remarks,
that those houses which were totally destroyed would
be valued, that the owners would be paid the values
of the houses and that if the case should arise where
a new house is built, the owner has to pay the differ-
ence between the two values to the Government. Now,
I want to point out that there are some cases where
people who have suffered are not working, do not
expect to work in the future, do not have means
whereby they can undertake any debts for lumber
with the Government or anybody else but still have
a right to a reasonable existence—Mr. Chairman, may
I ask you to ask the junior member for St. Thomas
to let me speak?—I am saying, Sir, that unless you
take these special cases into consideration your
scheme will not give the satisfaction it should give
to all and sundry. There are cases where the own-
ers of houses have passed the working stage and can-
not pay anything at all; therefore you should make
special provision for the repair of their houses out
of whatever fund you are to take it, in order to help
them to live a happy old age. Another point, Mr.
Chairman, is this: You cannot, everytime that the
question is raised, suggest that the parish of St.
John has been treated better than any other parish
when you still have a great amount of suffering
to which no assistance whatever has been given. Sup-
pose you went around and gave assistance to 10,999
persons out of 11,000 and left one exposed to the
elements without sucgour, it is equal to the situwation
where you cause an infant in arms to be without any
covering at all from the elements, because some of
these people are incapable of helping themselves
with even a cup of tea far less to repair or rebuild
their houses. And it is unkind to suggest that honour-
able members of this House, when they come here
and put the views of the people before the Assembly,
are vote catching or doing this or that with an ulte-
rior motive. There hag never been any representa-
tive of the people who did not fight by every means
at his disposal to cause Government to do what he
thinks should be done in the interest of the com-
munity. T repeat that it is unkind to make such
suggestions. We all know that the Adevocate has
been  considered and is  considered to be
a reactionary mnewspaper and I am surprised
to  hear the senior member for St Joseph
admit that the policy of the Beacon is the same as
that of the Advocate. But, Mr. Chairman, T disre
gard any false imputations ahout my actions in this
House and T do not and will not attempt to obtain
any paternity from a newspaper like the Advocate.
T should hate to know the day that its actions would

have any influence on my policy. It is a paper which
sometimes gives the impression that it is against
progress. There was a stark example in its publi-
cation a week ago in its discussion of a matter waich
took place in this House. The partiality which it
showed—

At this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SPEAKER resumeg the
Chair and adjourns the House until 2.45 p.m. in ac-
cordance with Rule 40 (a).

SUSPENSION OF RULES 61 (a) AND 61 (b)

On re-assembling,

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—I ask leave to
nove for the suspension of Rules 61 (a) and 61 (b)
in order to continue Government Business.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
hon. member.

Mr. ADAMS;: I beg to move that Rules 61 (a)
and 61 (b) be now suspended.

Mr. F. L. WALCO'T seconded the motion which
was agreed to.
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment, the
House was in Committee of Supply considering a
Kesolution to place the sum of $10,000 at the disposal
of the Governor-in-Kxecutive Committee to supple-
ment the Hstimates 1950-61, Part 1, Current Esti-
mates, as shown in the Supplementary Estimates,
1950-51, No. 4, which form the Schedule to this
Resolution.

Mr. SpeEaRger left the Chair, and the House
resumed Cormmittee of Supply, Mr. SMmrTH being in
the Chair.

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE ¢ EMERGENCY RELIEF

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House was in
Committee of Supply before the adjournment, the
hon. senior member for St. John was speaking on
this Resolution.

Mr. ALLDER;: 1 do not want to go on any
further with this discussion except to suggest to
the Government that those few people who are too
old to go into any debt as regards the rebuilding of
their houses, be given special consideration by the
Government. That is to say, these people should
have back their houses at the expense of the Govern-
ment. without having to pay any debt at their old age.

Mr. FOSTER: The Leader of the House has
told us that he went down to St. Andrew, that he
has seen conditions for himself and he has seen that
a deserving case has been made out. I am asking
him to act speedily in the matter. Last Thursday
one of the people whose houses were damaged, was
turned out of the Almshouse and it hurt me to hear
that the Churchwarden had told her that he has seen
people living under worse conditions than those un-
der which she has to live- The house is not habitable
for a dog; I would hate to see my dog living in that
house and T am asking the Government to speed up
as fast ag they can in improving the conditions.

Mr. DOWDING: I must at this point ask for
some assurance after listening to the speech of the
hon. senior member for St. Joseph. If we analyse that
speech we can see that the hon. member was some-
what in a dilemma; that is to say, he started off by
blaming the House for the fact that the Secretariat
did not have enough staff to do the work which was
given to it, and then he went on to say that the
Government had thought of allowing people to get
eredit from the various lumber yards, but that was
not. the declared policy of the Government. On one
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or two occasions he made suggestions and then quali-
fied his remarks that it was not the declared policy
of the Government. Under those conditions, I am
wondering what it is exactly that the Secretariat-is
working on; because if it has no policy to guide it
I fail to see what it can be working on. 1 appeal to
the hon. Leader of the House to declare some firm
policy in connection with this matter. We can go
back as far as July, 1948, and see that there are
still  matters outstanding in connection with the
-damage done by the high winds that year. We want
to have a definite policy one way or the other and
then the Secretariat will be able to get ahead with
the work. If the Secretariat has too much work to
do and the hon. member will only let the House
know, we will be willing to give the necessary staft
80 as to enable the work to be done-

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr.
F. L. Warcort, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing
of one Resolution in Committee of Supply.

Mr. SpEARer resumed the Chair and reported
-aceordingly.

On motiong of Mr. Apawms, seconded by Mr. F. L.
‘Warcorr, in each case, the Resolution passed in
Committee was read a first and second time and
agreed to.

RESOLUTION NOCT ON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to deal with the
Resolution which has been circulated because the
matter is pressing. It came before the Executive
Committee only on Thursday and we were informed
that it is an urgent matter- I hope that the House
will agree to deal with it to-day.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
don. member.

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 AND 89

Mr. ADAMS: T ask leave to move for the sus-
pension of Rules 88 and 89 so as to deal with this
Resolution.

There being ne objection, leave was granted the
hon. member.

Mr. ADAMS: T beg to move that Rules 88 and

‘89 be now suspended.

Mr. COX seconded the motion which was agreed
to.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
is to move the House into Committee of Supply to
.consider the grant of sums of money for the service
-of the Government.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: 1 beg to move that
Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the
House go into Committee of Supply.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
“to.

Mr. Sprarer left the ‘Chair and the House
went into Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being in
‘the Chair.

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE ¢ PROTECTION OF SUGAR CANE.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman,—This
Resolution is one to place the sum of $6,800 at the
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to
supplement the Estimates, 1950—51, Part I—Current

Estimates, as shown in the Supplementary Estimates,
1950—b61, No. 7, which form the Schedule to this
Resolution. This is one of those matters with
which, I feel sure, the House will agree, This is
an agricultural community and the danger of the
root borer is very serious. The question of combat-
ting the root borer by the hand collection of beetles
has been carried on for some years and that has
been more of a temporary nature. DBeetles are
collected and after the root borer has been combated
the collecting of the beetles is more or less discon-
tinned and the pest takes root again. This Resolu-
tion proposes to subsidize the planting community
where the collection of beetles is concerned and
moreover, to send the Entomologist to Queensland
to see how the insecticide known as Gammaxane is
used. While the collection of beetles is carried on.
it is necessary that the Entomologist should go to
Queensland and see for himself the use of this insec-
ticide in soil which is similar to that of Barbados.
What this really means to the agrieultural com-
munity is more than $6,800; I feel sure that this
House will realise that the spending of this money,
especially now that the sugar crop has been increas-
ing, is worth while in the interest of the community.
I do not think it is necessary for me to explain
anything more and I beg to move that this Resolution
do now pass.

Mr. BRYAN: I beg to second that.

Mr. DOWDING: In my turn I must compli-
ment the Government on the speedy effort they have
made to get through with this matter. The situation
in respect of this matter has become serious and it
has become most noticeable within the last two years.
Any observer or planter will have seen the hundreds
of holes in the canes and that the ratoons are noi
thriving; and on the removal of the stumps it has
been found that the root borer is the cause of the
trouble. The collecting of beetles has been stopped
in this island for 8 number of years and it is now
hoped to return to this method of combating the
root borer in the interim while the Entomologist is
sent to Australia to gain information as to the use
of this new insecticide which is being used extensively
in that country. If this matter is taken up in any
way other than direct eontact, I believe it would
take probably a year before we could reach any
final decision. By taking this step of sending the
Entomologist direct to Queensland we hope to ecut
down that period by a few months. The damage
done by these beetles is definitely on the upgrade
and while the use of the insecticide is being gone
into, it is necessary that we also start in trying to
control the pests as we did in the past by the hand
collection of the beetles. I hope that this Resolution
will have the appreciation of every honourable
member.

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: I was hoping for a
little information as to whether after all these years
the use of parasites for combating these pests has
failed. 'We have been made to understand by the
Agricultural Department that the correct method
of dealing with the root borer beetle and certain
other pests was by means of breeding parasites
and liberating them into the canefields and that
would prevent the pests from ever becoming a
danger to the crop. I believe that on one occasion
we sent away the Entomologist and got another kind
of parasite and there was a discussion in which the
Entomologist claimed that the parasite should be
different from the one which we were using. If it is
a declaration of policy that the use of parasites has
failed, then I think we had better know that as soon
as possible. Hitherto we have been told that we
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could rely upon the use of parasites. The next
thing is this: Are we to understand that they ave
now trying out this insecticide and is there any
danger? When you read a little about subjects of

this nature you find that there is a great doubt.

among scientists as to whether in the wuse of this
ingecticide to kill the pests you are not at the same
time injuring the soil. One would have thought
that an Entomologist as well paid as ours would
hardly need this trip to Australia to learn whether
or not Gammaxane is a good remedy against the
pests. As a scientist of some eminence with all the
matter that would be put before him on the subject
and with all the documents which he could procure
on the value of Gammaxane, one would have thought
that he would have tried it for himself under
local conditions rather than take this long trip to
Australia and then tell you what he saw over
there. In a matter of this sort the money will be
voted because sugar is our only ecrop; but whils
there is the value of the hand collection of the beetles
1 think it should be considered whether it is not
possible for the Entomologist to experiment with
Gammaxane without having to go on such a long
trip as this.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I cannot answer the
honourable member in superlative terms; 1 can only
answer him as a layman. The same things which
have occupied the honourable member’s attention
have oceupied the attention of the members of 1he
Government; we all wanted to know if it was not
possible for the Entomologist to carry outt the
experiment without taking this trip. The position
is that where the experiment has already been var-
ried out, they would have acquired knowledge
which we have not acquived over here. In addition
to seeing the experiment carried out the Entomolog-
ist would be able to get experience which has been
cained in another country. It boils down to this;
you have two people in two laboratories in different
parts of the world; one has experience and he says
to the other: ‘‘Come to me and let me givey you
the reaction.” The visit of the Entomologist to
QRueensland would enable him to gain the experience
of those who have been in the field before him. 1
repeat that the same things which occupied the
Lenourable member’s attention have oceupied the
attention of the Executive,

Mr. LEWIS: In connection with matters
affecting the Department of Science and Agriculture
coming before this House one has to be very careful
in speaking, because the Head of the Department
can get anything done. As far as I remember, it
used to be the respomsibility of this Department to
go around and eradicate the disease caused by the
root borer; and relative to Love Vine, any individual
who has it on his premises is responsible for report-
ing it. As far as I remember, an Act has been
passed and we were told that the disease had been
gradicated and we could dispense with the services
of those persons who used to be ingpectors. A num-.
ber of people were chased out of the Department
and there was a lot of difficulty in getting compen-
sation for them after they had given 11, 12 and 13
vears’ servicee. We are now told about this damage
and a special Resolution has been sent down in
connection with it. T feel that in a matter of this
sort you can only do what the Government teils
rou to do, because the sugar industry is like water
and when you are told that the industry will be
ruined you have to vote the money. As regards
the collection of the heetles, it is peeunliar that that is
mixed with the destruction of the rats in connection
with which there have been serious advertisements

carried recently. As regards this insecticide, I am
wondering if literature on it is mot all that would
Le necessary. If it is a question of spraying, it
might be necessary to send somebody else along with
the Entomologist—somebody who knows the econom-
icy of spraying—or send somebody out here to show
us what is to be done. If it is the scientific part of
the wmatter, the Entomologist would know about
that already.

Mr. MAPP: If this were not a question affect-
ing the sugar industry and the Government was
sending out for somebody to advise it on something,
the honourable junior member for St. George
would have said that we are bringing in an expert.
Now that we are sending out an expert, he praises
the Government and says it is a wonderful idea.
We expeect that; as long as it is a question affect-
ing the sugar industry, the honourable member will
back this proposal fully. The person who is at the head
of the Department will always back these schemes. The
former Director of Agriculture is now responsible for
the polarisation of sugar which used to be carried on
ty the Government and there has been a loss to the
Government. As regards the collection of beetles, it is
proposed that a subsidy be paid and that is fixed
at 25 cents a pint estimating the total cost of collec-
tion to be between 40 and 75 cents a pint, and it
is estimated that $2,000 will be spent this year in
sabsidizing the collection of about 4,800,000 beetles.
We find that the Government is paying one-third
of the amount for the collection of these beetles; I
take it that the sugar industry is already subsid-
ized and I do not see why the sugar planting com-
munity should not be paying a greater ameunt for
collecting beetles which are destroying their own
property. 1 am not speaking about the Entomolo-
gist going to Australia if he has to go there to find
out how this insecticide is used, but I am sorry
that we have to rush through this matter today
and we cannot give it more consideration. I repeat
that the Government is paying one-third of the
amount for the collection of these beetles and this
is too high a proportion to ask this Government to
pay. I say that the most which the Government
should econtribute towards the collection of these
beetles is $1,000.

Mr. LEWIS: The point made by the honour-
able member who has just sat down about the sugar
industry taking revenue from this Government
under an arrangement made by an ex-Director of
Scilence and Agriculture is one which should be
made very relevant to this Resolution. The same
industry 1s asking the Government to assist them
in the collection of beetles and it is not unreason-
able to say that they should pay for collecting
the beetles themselves. The Government might
pay for the same pint of beetles twice. If a consid-
erable sum of money can be taken out of the Trea-
sury under an arrangement made by the sugar
producers, I do not think that they should have
asked the Government to assist them in a matter
of this sort right on the heels of such an arrange-
ment. I think that this matter should be investi-
gated and the position explained to the sugar
preducers I would not mention the figure because
I would like to eheck it first. As I say, we have
to vote this money because the sugar industry is the
life blood of the community and it is just like the
water question; but the sugar producers should be
told that they cannot take money out of the Trea-
sury and still seek this protection at Government
expense.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division. :
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On the motion of Mr. F. L. Warcorr, seconded
by Mr. Cox, the CmAIRMAN reported the passing of
the Resolution in Committee.

Mr. SpeEAkKER resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On motions of Mr. F. L. WarLcorr, seconded by
Mr. Cox in each case, the Resolution was read a first
and second time and agreed to.

PRESENTATION OF REPLY TO THE
GOVERNOR’S SPEECH

At this stage, 3.30 p.m. Mr. SPEAKER received
a Message by the Sergeant-at-Arms that His Excel-
leney the Governor was awaiting the House in the
“ouncil Chamber to present their Address in reply
to tne Speech which he delivered at the opening of
the Session.

Mr. Speaker and the House, preceded by the
Marshal bearing the Mace, proceeded to the Coun-
cil Chamber.

Mr. SPEARER read and presented to His
Excellency the following Address which was passed
by the House in reply to His Speech:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency The Governor

The House of Assembly thank Your Excellency
for the Speech which Your Excellency was pleased to
deliver on the opening of the Legislative Session
1950-51.

The House agree with Your Excellency that the
economic development of Barbados is of paramount
importance and, weleome any plan designed to give
effeet to such development. In this connection the

House look forward to an early consideration of any

plan, of a short or long term nature, which would re-
lieve the unemployment situation. i
The House agree that in a plan of economic de-

. velopment consideration must be given to the estab-

lishment of a deep water harbour for this Island.

The House endorse Your Excellency’s main pro-
position that in order to ensure economie development
Barbados must by every means possible increase its
production.

The House agree that the prerequisite to increas-
ed preduction is the extension of our water supply
particularly with reference to market gardening and

- other food production.

-With regard to subsidization the House agree
with - Your Excellency that this is a matter for serious
consideration and feel that further attention should
be paid to the development of the fisheries and live-
stock industries.

The House note Your Excellency’s reference to
the necessity for aiding the Tourist and other second-
ary industries and agree that the points raised by
Your Excellency in respect of these matters are de-
serving of immediate and full consideration.

The House join with Your Excellency in ex-
pressing their deep appreciation to the Government
of Alberta and their Minister of Mines the Honour-
able N. E. Tanner for the invaluable services which
he has recently rendered the Government of Bar-
bados in  Oil development in this Colony.

The House are of the opinion that for the wel
being of the Colony it is essential to have a contented,
experienced and efficient Civil Service and with this
in view consider with Your Excellency that the estab-
lishment of a Training Scheme for Civil Servants is
of vital importance.

The House note Your Excellency’s reference to
the Secretariat and will give most careful consider-
ation to any scheme that may be sent to it for improv-
ing the administrative side of the Government.

13th June, 1950.

His Excellency delivered a Rejoinder.

Mr SpeskEr and the House returned to the
Agsembly Chamber.

Mr. SPEAKER : I have the honour to inform
the House that on the oceasion when we attended His
Excellency the Governor in the Council Chamber and
delivered our Reply to His Speech delivered at the
opening of the Legislative Session, His Excellency
was pleased to make the following Rejoinder :—

Mr. President and Honourable Members of the
Legislative Counerl :

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House of As-
sembly :

1 thank you for the terms of your respective
Addresses in reply to the speech which I delivered at
the reopening of the Legislature and I welcome your
upnanimous concurrence in principle with the several
matters to which I referred.

2. It is the intention of Govermment first to
present to the Legislature at an early date proposals
designed to reorganize the Civil Serviee in relation
to the 1948 Report of Commissioner Adams in order
to bring the day to day business of departments to
the highest possible standard of efficiency. Secondly,
it is intended to present at an early date a short term
programme of development to be financed as far as
possible from our recurrent and other immediate
resources. Thirdly, it is intended to prepare a long
term plan of development, possibly related to the
term of the new sugar agreement, to be financed
primarily from loan funds, but naturally the annual
loan charges and other consequential recurrent costs
will need to be covered by additional recurrent
revenue, R

My administration will do its utmost to expedite
the preparation of the material essential as a prelim-
inary to the determination of the long term plan of
development. Fortunately some of the groundwork
has been done but its completion will necessitate some
delay, but T trust not undue delay, in the presentation
of the plan.

3. I thank you for your attention.
27th June, 1950.

A. W. L. SAVAGE,

Governor.

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that this House do
now adjourn until 4.15 p.m.

Mr. COX : I beg to second that.

The question that this House do now adjourn
until 4.15 p.m. was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division and Mr. SpEakes adjourned the
House accordingly. :

APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTER

On re-assembling, ‘

Mr. WILKINSON : Mr. Speaker,—I ask leave
to move for the appointment of a Seléct Committee to
consider along with the Pebates Committee the re-or-
ganisation of the Staff of the Reporters of the Legis-
lative Couneil and the House of Assembly, the Staff
of the House of Assembly and the re-arrangement of
the present seating accommodation in the House, in
accordance with the notice which I gave earlier to-day.

There being no objection, the honourable member
was granted leave to make the motionr, -

Mr. WILKINSON : I beg to move that a Select
Committee be appointed to consider these matters,
along with the Debates Committee. I think that hon-
ourable members must be aware of the neeessity of
bringing these matters up to date; the tinte has come
when we must seriously consider the entire re-organi-
sation of the Staff of the Reporters and the Staff of
the House as well as the sedting accommodation and
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additicnal accommodation for our Staff. It might be
necessary to go a little further, but I do not propose
to do so at this stage. 1 think the right thing for us
to do is to appoint a Select Committee to go into these
matters.

Mr. CRAWEFORD : I beg to second that.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that this Select
Committee be appointed. Honourable members in
favour of that will please say ‘‘Aye’’, those against
will please say ‘‘No’’. I think the ‘‘Ayes’’ have if.
Subject to the approval of the House, 1 appoint the
following members to serve on this Select Committee:
The honourable senior member for the City (Mr.
MorrLEY), the honourable senior member for St.
George (Mr. Mmaer), the honourable senior member
for St. James (Mr. E. K. Warcort) and the honour-
able junior member for the City (Mr. LEwis).

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE ‘‘THE SUGAR
INDUSTRY (REHABILITATION, PRICE
' STABILISATION AND LABOUR
WELFARE) ORDER, 1950".

Mr. SPEAKER : The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the honourable senior member
for St. Peter :— To move the passing of the following
Resolution :— Resolution to approve the Order
entitled ‘‘The Sugar Industry (Rehabilitation, Price
Stabilisation and Labour Welfare) Order, 1950’'
made by the Governor-in-Executive Committee on the
15th day of June, 1950, under the provisions of see-
tions 3 (1) (e) and 4 (3) of the Sugar Industry (Re-
habilitation, Price Stabilisation and Labour Welfare)
Act, 1947, as set out in the Schedule to this Resolution.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : This Resolution is a
formal matter; there is not much in it of which hon-
ourable members are not aware. This is the formal
matter of approving of the fixing of the amounts
under the three respective funds. The amounts stand-
ing to the credit of the Funds up to the 31st May,
1950, are as follows : Rehabilitation Reserve Fund,
$1,638,603.85. Payments to factories, $1,343,427.47;
plantations, $192,842.69; small holdings, $362.87;
and expenses $2,070.92, amounting to a total of
$1,538.703.95. Price Stabilisation, $2,052,581.34; and
Labour Welfare, $817,734.18. As far as housing is
coneerned, no statement can be made because honour-
able members will realise that that guestion is under
consideration and we cannot state how much has been
spent in that connection. Honourable members are
aware that the sum of $400,000 has been allocated to
housing. This year, on a rough estimate, we expect
to get in approximately $360,000 for Labour Welfare,
and $720,000 and $900,000 for Rehabilitation and
Price Stabilisation respectively on an average of
150,000 tons. Homnourable members will realise that
this is the basis which has already been agreed upon.
I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. COX : I beg to second that.

Mr. MAPP: We have been told that this is a
formal matter. These amounts are usually allocated
every year and as usual the plea is made from this
side of the House that they should be re-arranged.
Every year we make the plea that the Labour Welfare
Fund has not got a sufficient percentage allocated to
it, and that an amount should be taken from the
Rehabilitation Frund and the Price Stabilisation Fund,
or at least from the Rehabilitation Fund and placed
to Labour Welfare. On this occasion I am repeating
that plea and bringing facts and figures to prove that
it should be done. We are very grateful to the hon-
otirable introducer of this Resolution for anticipating
our questions and giving us the figures concerming
these Flunds. - The amount of the Rehabilitation Fund
is $1,638,603.85 and the sugar producers have been
shared nearly all of it. The amount of the Labour

Welfare Fund, as we learnt some time ago from the
honourable senior member for St. Andrew, is
$817,734.18, and about $400,000 is allocated to hous-
ing and the balance to the provision of playing fields.
There are about 30,000 small holdings of less than 10
acres in this island and, as we have heard from the
honourable senior member for St. Peter, the amount
paid to peasants from the Rehabilitation Fund is
$362.87. How many of the 30,000 peasants received
money we are yet to know, but it must have been few
and the amounts paid out have been very small in-
deed. As regards the question of housing, there are
between 20,000 and 25,000 agricultural labourers in
this colony and $400,000 is allocated to a housing
scheme. This Labour Welfare Fund is being worked
as a revolving fund to benefit the workers and their
families in years to come, but the inadequacy of the
amount is reflected in the policy which has to be pur-
sued in so far as some of these workers are concern-
ed. I am told that in so far as loans for housing are
concerned, people are informed that they must build
the frame-work if they want new houses. The allo-
cation is too small and people are told that they must.
build the frame-work as security! The sugar industry
in Barbados is being subsidised by the Government to
a greater extent than any other industry would be
subsidised probably for years to come; the sugar pro-
ducers are fighting for the best terms of security that
they can possibly get and Labour representatives in
this House have joined in that fight. We have joined
in making representations to the British Government
so that this industry can receive the best price for its
produet ; all of that was done so as to place the indus-
try on a good footing. If there is any doubt in the
matter you only have to refer to figures collected by
the Caribbean Commission to see how the industry
compares with that in British Guiana and other colo-
nies, and that in Barbados handsome profits accrue
to the sugar producers. In 1947 the Barbados sugar
producers made a profit of $15.50 per ton as compared
with $5.42 per ton in British Guiana; and in the
previous year they made a profit of $16.92 per ton as
compared with $11.89 in British Guiana, the difference
being not so great then. The sugar industry in 1947
was subsidised in Trinidad and British Guiana and
vet the sugar manufacturers were operating at a pro-
fit far less than that at which the manufacturers in
Barbados were operating. The sugar manufacturers
in Barbados paid less for canes in 1947 than the
manufacturers in British Guiana paid and processing
costs were $21.17 per ton as compared with $32.94.
The value of the Rehabilitation Fund is reflected in a
lessening eost of production; the cost of production
has been cut down because the sugar manufacturers
are using more machinery and employing less labour.
They are using more efficient methods of production
and the results are greater. The sugar manufacturers
in thig island are far better off than those of other
islands. I am told that the proportion in whieh the
Funds are worked does not obtain in all the colonies; I
understand that they are used in a different way and
in so far as peasants are concerned, I think that the
peasants in Jamaica are allowed to buy fertilisers and
machinery. I cannot see why in Barbados where the
profit per ton of sugar has been so high as compared
with other colonies, the allocation to these Funds
should be the same and should remain so throughout
all the years. If the sugar producers need these terms
for all these years then the workers and the small
holders need even more; any loss in the industry is
reflected more to the disadvantage of the peasants
than to the sugar producers who are made better off by
the Rehabilitation Fund. If the sugar producers sue-
ceed in getting the guarantee for which they are asking
from the British Government, would that not be
a haven for them for all these years with the figures
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in respect of Price Stabilisation rising higher and
higher and those in respect of Rehabilitation remain-
ing the same and affording greater profit every
year? Would they not be living in Paradise as com-
pared with the workers in the industry? That is clear
even to the most jaundiced of observers. The starting
of these Funds was something worthwhile and it will
produce worthwhile results, but it is not enough to
say that the labourers are better off than they were
before and rest there. The planters in Grenada are
actually working out schemes for contributory insur-
ance for safeguarding the health and the welfare of
workers in the industry; but in Barbados all we are
getting from the sugar producers is political talk ; that
the Labour Welfare Fund should be givea away.
Surely it is not good enough that such a small propor-
tion of these Flunds should be allocated to housing and
playing-fields; much more should be done to ensure
that these workers get some security and better con-
ditions of living from the sugar industry. Surely it
is time that the Government take action and start
some insurance scheme as Grenada is doing. We ean-
not rest on our oars; for six months of the year our
workers are not employed and when they are employed
they get very little; they are not working for enough
to ensure their families against bad living conditions.
It is a fact that without the help of the Labour Wel-
fare Fund the workers will be faced with a serious
situation out of crop; it is time that we get going in
this matter. As regards the peasants, the fact that
they have no machinery means that they need greater
assistance since machinery helps to keep down costs.
The figures supplied by the Caribbean Commission
speak for themselves as to the profits which the sugar
industry makes in Barbados, though every year the

sugar producers say that they flace ruin. Since 1947

they have been helped to an increasing extent by the
Rehabilitation Fund and the factories in Barbados are
better developed than those in other islands. The sugar
producers have had a good rainfall, good years and
they have had a better price for their product from
the British Government. I hope that this will be the

last time when we shall have to ask that a greater allo- .

cation be made to Liabour Welfare and that more be
done for the workers in the industry. The time has
eome when the sugar producers of this colony must
adopt an attitude such as that adopted by those in
Grenada; the time has come when the Government
must take action as regards these contributory schemes
for the benefit of the workers. I do not want to over-
plead the case, but it seems to have become a hardy
annual to talk about these Funds and yet we see that
the figures are the same year after year. The Govern-
ment is not blessed with statisticians who report to
it from year to year on the profits made by the sugar
industry, but it is now being helped by.facts and figures
supplied by the Caribbean Commission. The Govern-
ment can take heed from these facts and figures and
they can now appeal to the British Government and
make representations to them relative to an increase
in the allocation to the Labour Welfare Fund. It is
time that we have the allocation to this Fund, increas-
ed; it is time that schemes be started in the interest of
the workers in the industry. The facts are there to
prove that the sugar industry in Barbados is on as
sound a footing as the producers want it to be; the
industry is in a better position than in British Guiana
where schemes are now being started for the benefit
of workers. The ownership of land in this island is
entirely in favour of the sugar producers; we have
the problem here of there being thousands of people
to the square mile with very little land divided
among them. We are not worthy of our seats in this
House if we are not doing our utmost for the workers.
This is a serious matter; the Government is either
sympathetic with these views or it Is not. The hon-

ourable senior member for St. Peter is directly com-
cerned with agriculture and I expect him to adopt a
more sympathetic attitude in this matter than that
which he is adopting.

Mr. ¥. L. WALCOTT: If the honourable
member wants to ventilate this matter he can do so:
but I object to his talking about my adopting ®
more sympathetic attitude in the matter. He is
talking nonsense.

Mr. MAPP: 1 heard the honourable member
say sotto voce that I have run out. I may sit down
but I have not run out. I know that the Government
has a lot of work to do, but it is the duty of the
Governnient to see the position of the sugar industry
and do its utmost for the workers.

Mr. LEWIS: This is a matter to which I have
given some attention. Ever since the introduction
of the Bill to carry out what we hear is an agreement
with the Ministry of Food, I have been at pains to
discover whether these amounts were fixed by the
people in England or if some leeway was given in
the colonies to allocate the amounts as might best
suit the circumstances of a particular colony. The
honourable senior member for St. Peter has said that
this is a formal matter; we have already agreed to
it in the Act and therefore this Order merely carries
out the terms of the Act. I am willing to go 75% of
the way with him in that; the Act particularly lays
it down in paragraph (c¢) of Section 3 that ‘“There
shall be raised on all produce during any year sub-
sequent to the year one thousand nine hundred and
forty seven such levy, if any, and at such rate or
rates, as may be fixed in respect of that year by
Order of the Governor-in-BExecutive Committee with
the approval of the two Houses of the Legislature.’’
Under the Act. you might not raise any levy at all,
but if you raise any levy, you will take these funds
from the sugar industry. Of course, the money goes
back to the sugar industry. Let us take the alloca-
tion to the Rehabilitation Fund; the amount stand-
ing to the credit of that Fund was $1,638,603.85 and
$1,538,703.95 has been taken out. If you are going
to rehabilitate the industry, the time to do it is as
quickly as possible. The sugar producers have, got
their money, they have put in their machinery and
they are making a use of this Fund. The machinery
enhances the value of the industry. As far as the
Price Stabilisation Fund is concerned, nobody has
ever been able to tell me at what point it will be
used. Are you going to use this Fund when the price
of sugar gets 10%, 20% or 50% below the present
price or what? Nobody can tell me that. The next
thing is that I cannot be told whether the Fund is
going to subsidise the wages of the people. As regards
the Labour Welfare Fund, the moment you start to
use it, you see how infinitesimal it is; you dare not
give it to people to repair their houses, because it is
not sufficient to give more than a small percentage of
it, so that you have to create a Bank. I leave that off
g0 as to return to the allocation of the Funds. It is
a mistake to say that the circumstances of the particu-
lar place will not permit you to alter this allocation.
The allocation in respect of the Labour Welfare Fund
in Jamaica was 5/- and in 8t. Kitts it is £1; therefore
the Ministry of Food must have had to alter the
supposed agreement to suit their circumstances
I have brought that forward as a specific case
in which the circumstances of the island have
caused an alteration in the alloeation to be
made by those who fixed these amounts. In
Jamaica, they have gone up to 10/--in respect of the
Labour Welfare Fund. I would like to draw the
attention of honourable members to one more point.
What is the Rehabilitation Fund #—It is a Fund by
whieh the plantations and sugar factories can bring
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in labour-saving devices; and if I am giving you a
Fund free of income tax to bring in machinery to
put people out of work, am I not entitled to ask you
to give more money for the welfare of the peopled
I say that the question answers itself. There is the
Price Stabilisation Fund; which you do not know how
you are going to use; you are investing that money
and it is proof positive that you do not want it im-
mediately. You have done well in the past so that you
can invest that money and you do not know when it
will be used. You have the Rehabilitation Fund to
put people out of work; you have the Price Stabilisa-
tion Fund the money from which you put om the
Bank and the Labour Welfare Fund is too small for
its purpose. When the price of sugar is regarded tuv
be low you get an increase from the buyers; and of
course you ask the people’s representatives to help
you to get it. I feel that these points have not been
stressed; these three Funds have become confused.
The public do not know anything about that and
I do not know if the Executive know about it; I do
not know if all the circumstances have been taken into
consideration. Looking at this matter logically, there
is only one conclusion to which you can come. You
have a Fund to put people out of work, you build up
a Fund for equating your price when you decide that
you are going to use 1t, and it has been demonstrated
that the money which you put for Labour Welfars
is not sufficient for the purpose. And these Funds are
tax free! Three million dollars of tax-free profits are
going abroad and the people cannot get their homes
repaired out of what is allocated to Labour Welfare |
Perhaps it is good that there is a lot of machinery
which you cannot get at this time. The production of
sugar is 150,000 tons and it is time to alloeate 10/-
more for Labour Welfare; this year as a result of the
sweat of the brow of the labourers and mechanical
equipment you have produced 150,000 tons and it is
not too muech to ask for 10/- more for Labour Welfare.
I am sure that the moment the planters and the
factory owners have this matter put to them and we
say that we are determined about it, they will say:
““Yes, you have a good case for a re-allocation.’” The
British Government might be more generous with
you if they feel that in Barbados some money from
another Fund was used for Labour Welfare. I have
nothing more to say, but I am going to move that th
further consideration of this Resolution be postponed
so that we can get the views of the members of the
House. The Executive will be able to say that the
House is willing to get a substantial amount for the
people. We are helping to send away the Entomologist
for the purpose of dealing with the beetles; I believe
that there is a splendid opportunity to go to the
length of forcing the Government to allocate 5/- or
10/ more to the Labour Welfare Fund. T beg to move
that the further consideration of this Resolution he
postponed in order that the views of the House can
be taken on the points which T have mentioned and
the Government members of the House will be able
to take back those views to the Executive. A point
which must be made for the purpose of record is that
in Barbados this cess, as I ecall it, is rollected on all
the sugar which is manufactured and the people who
consume the sugar here put tax-free profits into these
Funds. This export levy in other colonies is different :
it is a tax on the sugar whieh is bought by the people
who ask you to create these Funds, not a tax on the
sugar which is consumed by the people. That is one
of the reasons why you got the Reef Grounds. If you
ship sugar from St. Lucia to Grenada. you cannot
collect these Funds; you must produce evidence to
show that the sugar has been received by the Ministry
of Food. The sugar producers got an inereased priez

for sugar so that these Funds comld be created. (A
MEMBER: That is not true). I hear an honourabie
member say that that is not true: I am willing to
challenge him to get up and say so for the pu.pose
of record. so that when I read it in the Official
Gazette and I take the necessary action on it every-
body will know who is telling the truth. There is no
reason why you should not make a sacrifice for the
sugar workers; and every worker in Barbados is
entitled to share in these Funds.

Mr. GAKNEK: 1 will repeat what 1 have
already said in thig House; I have not changed one
bit. [ still feel that in respect of those factories
which need to be rehabilitated first, the owners are
much better off than the owners of those which need
less rehabilitation. I still feel that thig money
which they get free, gratis and for nothing doeg not
see any light of day more than in the pockets of
the factory owners. They talk about efficient fac-
tories paying more money to the peasants or cane
growers but I have not seen that yet. I wonder
if somebody is going to make a stern appeal to the
Colonial Office or the Ministry of Food to see thai
these tnings are amended or rescinded. I am deeply
hurt to think that people who have land and money
can go and draw large sums of money free, gratis
and for nothing, and the poor peasants who have to
bear the sun, rain and all climatic conditions, who
have six or eight cents allocated to them cannot draw
it because of the conditions, laid down. They can-
not qualify to get the money. The people who sent
down this Resolution should know something about
this matter. Whether you have a Conservative Gov-

i ernment, a Labour Government or a Socialist Gov-

ernment, all are the same; they are catering to big
business. They have a label to get them into power.
but after they get into power, they are the same. You
have given big business £1 5s. and 10/- to Labour
Welfare, but that should not be so; only this morning
we were talking about how dilapidated the labourers’
houses are. There are people whose homes are not
even private and you talk about rehabilitating peo-
ple to control the country? The people who are
wealthy are the bosses, and you are in collusion with
somebody in Great Britain who is passing on money
to wealthy people before you rehabilitate the workers
who have been suffering for all these years. That
is iniquitous; God does not sanction that. People
who are drawing money from the Rehabilitation
Fund have money for posterity and those who have
contributed to that wealth and who ought to have
been adequately paid are left to fish in the dark.
All the wealthy man has to do to get his money
from this Fund is to say how many tons of canes
he has ground and the Director of Agriculture has to
produce him a ticket; the poor man on the other
bhand, has to fill out a form. The poor peasant is
fleeced by the factory owner who makes the money;
he has to fight to get a minimum price for his canes
and somebody says that he will not buy a ton of
canes from me. However, when you come to these
Tunds and you say that you are getting more money
for sugar and you are going to rehabilitate the sugar
industry before you rehabilitate human lives, T say
that something is wrong. We should postpone the
consideration of this Resolution and send to Downing
Qtreet and let them know that we disagree with this
policy. We cannot tack on a label just to get into
vower like the Englishman. T am genuine from ton
to bottom; T mean what I sav even if T am victimised
for it. My label inside must be what it is outside.
Downing Street is catering to big business; they send
Commissions out here from time to time, the Commis-
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sioners have reported and most of the reports have
been shelved. Mr. Speaker, I say that this1s a shame-
ful act; you cannot renabilitate the wealthy people
and leave out the people in the gutter. You cannot
let the wealthy people sit by and add to their wealtn
while other human beings are suffering. We are
either Christians or not; we either practice what we
preach or not. It is of no use hearing people preach-
g the gospel of Christ for one hour on Sunday and
after that they become beasts in the field; you are a
Christian for one hour on Sunday and for the rest
of the days of the week you care nothing about peo-
ple who are human beings just as you are! I am
saying that first things should come first. This is
a serious matter; at long last we have got a chance
to do something for the under-privileged and if we
are reformers then we must take our work seriously.
Of course ‘‘reformers’’ is a big word ; some of us will
never be statesmen let alone being reformers. Re-
formers have a big task to perform. I have nobody
to satisfy; I have to satisfy this task which comes
first. I am agreeing to the postponement of this
Resolution and members of the Government can tell
His Excellency that the House is doubtful about this
matter. I say it is time that we stop talking about
the provision of playing flelds in respect of the
Labour Welfare Fund and get down seriously to the
guestion of housing. Mr. Speaker, you go around
quite a lot, you see the condition of the people and
you know that I am not exaggerating. Being 2
Christian gentleman, you know that what I am
saying is true; you cannot rehabilitate the wealthy
people before you rehabilitate the people in the

gutter. I cannot be a party to that; I maintain that |

it is sufficient to cause people to be angry when you
want to perpetuate this system . If a man is fortunate
enough to have a certain amount of wealth, he takes
the actual cash and invests it in everything possible
to bring in money. He lets the source of his income
go because he has taken his eash and invested it
about and he gets premiums on his investments
Go to nearly all the factory owners and see where
their money is invested and what are the preminms
coming in. But to the people who should get the
benefit of the rise in the price of sugar you say; ‘I
am giving you 10/- a ton’’. T beliave that some of the
wealthy people want a changeover because some of
them have a heart; but money is such a thing that
nobody will refuse it. If you do not give money
to some of these people they will not grouse and so
T agree with the honourable member who says that
this matter should be postponed. I would like to
¢o before the Ministry of Food and talk; thev want
to hear people like me who do not talk Oxford or
Cambridge language. T will talk agricultural lan-
guage and thev will hear me. I do not believe that
they are acquainted with the lot of the people of
this country, and we cannot go on in this manner.
We are coming to an unhappy past in so far as
labourers’ houses are concerned. T know that this
$400.000 which has been allocated to housing loans
is not going to meet the demands of the people who
are asking for them; you will need more money if
vou are doine a good job. T say that with all respect
to the wealthv peonle to whom the money is given;
knowing them as I do, they do not want vou to
continne giving them money when they really do not
need it. Thev would rather if you take the initiative
and see the Authorities and get this monev into the
right channels. Tet us rehabilitate poor human
beings before the wealthy people: if we are socialists
we will rehabilitate the poor people before the wealthy
ones. T want to say publicly that T am not taking

any part o rehabilitating the wealthy people now;
we have too many things to do before we renabilitate
them. I am seconding the motion for the postpone.
ment of tne consideration of thig Resolution; 1 nave
given my reasons for doing so and if they are not
well understood 1 can repeat them, While it 1s
true that standing in my name before the House
is a question relative to the peasants, who are a
respectable lot in this community, being given their
share of Rehabilitation Fund in order to tide them
over their difficulties, [ am not saying anything onm
that matter now; but I hope that those who are
responsible will change their views in this matter
and see that the money is made available to the
peasants. 1 am sure that the large plantation owners
have drawn their amounts, but the small peasant
has not been able to draw the small amount of 8 cents
per ton which has been allocated to him. I am sure
that the small peasant who has any money any-
where would be glad to collect it, let alone a couple
of dollars from this source. The peasant has to do
his own ploughing and we all know that the planta-
tions are fully mechanized and that gives the owners
a little rest. The peasant has no machinery to help
him and I am going to move the passing of an
Address asking that the island be divided into zones
and the peasants be assisted in ploughing their land.
The price of labour has risen to such a point that the
peasants cannot pay for it and when the other man
kas got away by mechanization, somebody must help
the peasant who is here to stay. As long as the
country has a peasantry they must fight ‘their way
in the dark for assistance. A responsible peasantry
nieans a lot to any country; most of the well-to-do
reople today have come from the peasantry. We
vant to help the peasantry, but as the position is
now, we are making it hard for the peasant to get
his 8 cents a ton while the factory owner can get his
money ad Itb. Small as the peasant’s amount is, he
cannot get it. I am making a plea on behalf of th:
peasants because I know how hard they work for
their livelihood; they have to be ploughing "in the
sun when the other people are taking a vest. Some
thing is wrong if you are trying to take away the
little bit from them. If honourable members vote
for this Resolution they are part and parcel of big
business because they are rehabilitating the wealthy
people before they rehabilitate the poor people.
Mr. ADAMS: I am speaking on the motion for
the adjournment and I am appealing to the honour-
able member who has just sat down. The honourable
member has made the sort of speech which 1 would
have made myself if T were in his position. Possibly
the honourable senior member for St. Peter feels the
position more than T do on hearing. allegations made
against members of the Government in respeet of
certain views when those who make the allegations
know that the views which are being expressed by them
are the views of the members of the Government. T
am rather amazed at the honourable junior member
for the City, because when the 1947 Bill was before
the House there was mueh talk and all the points were
threshed out. The honourable junior member for the
City wrote the Secretary of State for the Colonies
two letters, one in connection with this matter and
one in respect of income tax; he had the honour of
being taken seriously. 1 was asked on one occasion
as to who is Mr. So and So: in faet the honourable
member was taken seriously. The honourable mem-
ber should know that the Aet is the result of an Agree:
ment between the Ministrv of Food. the Colonial
Office and the British West Indies Sugar Assoeiation’;
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he knows that the Act says what the allocations are
to be and that the amounts were fixed in 1947 because
of the uncertainty of the position, yet he stggests that
we can postpone this matter, 1 appeal to the honoyr-
able senior member for St. Philip to see that the Act
is there; 1 cannot possibly see the Secretary of State
for the Colonies approving of an amendment to this
Aect without prior agreement between the Ministry
of Food and the West Indian Governments. This
allocation of £1. 5s. £1 and 10/- was made in
this particular way with the increase in price of sugar
and the particular Boards were established; do not
honourable members see that this is nothing which
we can change? The honourable senior member for
St. Peter said that this is only a formal matter, and
1 say that this debate is, to a great extent, a waste of
time. I kept listening to hear what we were supposed
to report back to the Executive and why the postpone-
ment of the consideration of this matter in order to
give honourable members time to express their views
need take place when honourable members can express
their views this afternoon. I do not think that there
is anybody ranging from the honourable members for
St. Philip down the Table who would not agree with
the honourable junior member for St. Thomas and the
honourable senior member for St. Philip that more
attention should be paid to the agricultural labourers
than to the rehabilitation of the sugar factories; but
how can you gain anything by postponing this Resolu-
tion with the Act staring you in the face, the reasons
for it and the necessity for this Agreement? I appeal
to honourable members to see that there is mothing
to be gained by postponing this Resolution. Next
Tuesday we will be in the same position. The object
of the Stabilisation Fund is to have money in case
the price of sugar fluctuates — and the honourable
junior member for the City should have a better
memory as regards this Fund—the object of this
Fund is not to let the figures fall below the
poor level at which they were in 1943 or 1944.
The hononrable member knows the views of the
Labour Party and how can the postponement of
this Resolution help? Whatever may be said about
my preaching Party politics, I said at the Grenada
Conference that I was not prepared to help in getting
a higher price for sugar unless it was insisted that
there be a re-allocation of these Funds, and that would
have to be by agreement with the Ministry of Food.
It is not a question of this Government having no views
about perpetuating this matter or helping the factory
owner before the labourer, but it is a waste of time
to suggest that a postponement of this Resolution can
help us to put our views into execution at the present
time. Honourable members can see how much de-
pends upon what is going to happen in another few
months; it is not a question of the Government of
Barbados alone, but a question of the Governments
of the West Indies. Honourable members forget that
the delegation which has gone abroad is not a Govern-
ment delegation; that delegation is not making terms
with anybody. but it is tryving to persuade the Ministry
of Food and the British Government to agree to some-
thing which the delegation can recommend to the West
Indies Sugar Association to accept. The Contract is
made with the British West Indies Sugar Association
and we may advise it to accept the present offer. No
single Government can change any of these Acts un-
less by agreement with everybody concerned when the
Acts were originally passed. and at the present
moment. to judge from some of the things T have seen
in the Press, we are far from being agreed on any-
thing : the British Government is not going to budge.
I repeat; it is a waste of time our saying what we

all feel, namely, that the agricultural workers should
be better treated, and therefore let us postpone this
Resolution or tell the Government to change some-
thing which we have no authority to change.

Mr. CRAWEFORD: It is difficult for me not to
appreciate both sides of the picture as presented here
this afternoon. 1 cannot agree with the last speaker
when he declares that this debate is a waste of time;
it is not a waste of time. If for mo other reason than
it serves as a pointer to the Government with regard
to the feeling of members of this House, this debate
does serve a useful purpose. The eritics of this Reso-
lution have made out a very good case and their
arguments are not to be summarily brushed aside.
On the other hand those of us who know something
about the origin of these Funds and the Agreement
under which they were created, will appreciate the
position in which the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph finds himself. It must be borne in mind that
the total amount which is paid under_ these Funds is
what may be termed *‘conscience money’’ on the part
of the British Government. They had been, for some
years previously and even during the War, buying
sugar from the West Indies at a price far below what
they had to pay for sugar produced outside the
Empire. We ourselves eould have sold the sugar for
a lot more than we were getting for it if we were not
compelled by agreement to sell it to the United King-
dom Government. When the British Government de-
cided to make an addition to the price of sugar with
the understanding that certain Funds would be created
as a result of the allocations from the increase in the
price of sugar, they did it knowing well that they had
been robbing the West Indies and these Colonies were
entitled to some preferential treatment. When it was
decided to give the largest amount to the Rehabilita-
tion Fund, there again it is ungracious to say that the
British Government was thinking purely in terms
of British interests. They knew that during the War
yvears and for some time after, machinery could not be
obtained by the sugar factories; they also knew that
the price of machinery had risen 3009 or 4009 more
than what it was in the War years. They knew that
a part which cost £300 in 1938 was costing 10 times
more in stbsequent years; they knew that the price
of machinery was beyond people’s power to purchase
and they earmarked the largest amount for the Re-
habilitation Fund. The money from' this Fund is
bemg spent with the British Engineering firms, and
it is not difficult to appreciate the underlying pohey
with regard to the allocation of the largest amount to
this Fund. If the peasants of this colony are not
benefiting to the fullest extent from the improved
position of the sugar factories, there is another way
of going about it and I will make mention of that
later. Like the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph I do not see the United Kingdom Government
easily agreeing to any substantial change in the
amount for Rehabilitation.

Mr. ADAMS: On a point of order.
know their views on that question.
not see them budging in these negotiations.

Mr. CRAWFORD: T do not see them agreeing
to any change in view of the surrounding factors
with regard to this Fund. With regard to the Price
Stabilisation Fund, it is true that the question asked
by the honourable junior member for the City is
purely rhetorical because he is aware of the fact that
that Fund is there to cushion the shock of any con-
siderable decrease in the priee of sucar. If the priee
of snear drops and we have not got this Fund. we
shall have to redice the wages for agrienltural labour.
None of us should cavil if this narticular Fund reaches

I do not

I said that I do .
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fifty million dollars, because sugar is such an un-
certain world commodity that none of us knows what
is to happen. If this Fund reaches a very consider-
able amount we need not unduly concern ourselves
with that because it will be used, in case we have to
se it, to see that the rate of wages for agricultural
workers does not sink_beyond a certain level. In
connection with the Labour Welfare Fund, we all
agree that the present allocation to it is too small,
and in view of local conditions, it should not be the
least of the three Funds; but there again the amount
has been fixed and it is not merely by a wave of the
hand that it ean be changed. However if the Govern-
meut is minded to do something to improve the situa-
tion, it can be done along entirely different lines thaun
by postponing the Resolution. If the peasants are not
getting full benefit as a result of the improved
efficiency of the factories, it is the business of the
Government to see that while the price of sugar manu-
factured by the factories is guaranteed and economie,
the canes are also sold at an economic price. Atten-
tion should immediately be paid to guaranteeing that
the price at which the sugar factories buy canes is
economic in so far as the small producer is concerned,
because he does not now share either in the improved
efficiency of the factories or in the increased price
which is being paid for sugar. The price paid for
canes this year has not been commensurately increased
with the price of sugar; and if the factories are not
paying what they should pay, that is the fault of the
Government because the Government has it in its
power 10 set up the machinery to guarantee the small
holder a fair price for his canes, bearing in mind the
improved efficiency of the factories and the present
price which is paid for sugar. With regard to in-
creasing the amount in respect of Liabour Welfare, the
Government has in its power to get more for Labour
Welfare out of the present price for sugar without
interfering with the allocation which has been made
to this Fund. In 1938-39 the Moyne Commission
suggested that a special levy should have been made
by the West Indian Governments on every ton of
sugar produced and the funds so provided should be
used for providing special welfare services for workers
in the sugar industry along the lines of the Miners’
Welfare Fund in Great Britain. Naturally few, if
any, West Indian Governments bothered to imple-
ment that recommendation. I think that in St. Lucia
and Jamaica there was some suggestion of doing it—
I am not quite sure if they did it—and certainly if
the Government of Barbados feels today that the
amount allocated to the rehabilitation of the sugar
industry is over and above what is necessary for that
purpose, they have it within their power now to levy
a rate of 2/- or anything which they want to make
the figure on every ton of sugar produced in the
colony outside these Funds and allocate the money so
obtained for the same or similar purpose as that col-
lected in respect of Labour Welfare. 1 commend to
honourable merabers on my right the desirability of
implementing this particular recommendation of the
Royal Commission of 1938-39 in order to give practical
effect to the suggestions made by some honourable
members on my right with regard to getting more
funds allocated to Labour Welfare and for improving
the general conditions of the agricultural workers in
the colony. Nobody can stop them from doing that;
the levy can be made at a small figure and it can be
inereased from year to year according to what the
situation requires. As long as these allocations re-
main as they are, the peasants should be protected by
seeing that they get the best possible price for their
canes; and if you want more money for Labour Wel-

fare you can levy a new cess on every ton of sugar
produced in the colony for the particular reason.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: There are few occasions
when I have agreed with the honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Philip, and this is one occasion on which I
agree with him in the balanced speech he has made.
The honourable member knows about this particular
matter; he has been 2 member of the Executive and he
knows the origin of these Funds. The honourable
member is aware of the attempt made in this House
to get through legislation with regard to peasants get-
ting a good price for their canes and the reception
which it had in the Other Place. As regards the sug-
gestion of making a levy on the sugar which is pro-
duced in the eolony, the honourable member may hear
something about that in the future. As time goes on
you may have to modify your views. As regards the
honourable junior member for the City, as the Leader
of the House has said, he has more than amazed me. It
grieves me to think that you can be in agsociation with
men who know your views; you discuss matters with
them and the slightest opportunity they  get ‘they
make insinuations about your bona fides and bhonesty.

Mr. LEWIS: I am sorry to interrupt the hon-
ourable member. I made no insinuation about the
honesty of any member of the Executive Committee.
I am very sorry if the honourable member understood
me in that way.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: As a member of the
Executive Committee chosen by the Leader of the
House, I am quite prepared and willing to give way
to any member of my Party who desires to take on
more responsibility. If any member of this Party is
desirous of doing so and he tells that to the Leader
of the House, I am willing and ready at a moment’s
notice to be an ordinary member of the House and to
give him all the support he needs. Your humble
servant is willing to give any member of my Party
the opportunity to take on more responsibility in the
Government. There are those who will say that when
you get close to the Head of the Administration you
will say and do things which they themselves will not
say or do. I1f 1T did not hear the speech of the honour-
able junior member for St. Philip who I would expect
to say the things which came from honourable mem-
bers on my right, I would be willing to tell the Leader
of the House that it is better for him to get som-
other honourable member to be associated with him
in the running of his Government. Here you have
an honourable member of your own Party moving the
postponement of a matter which has been deseribed
as an Agreement between the Ministry of Food, the
British West Indies Sugar Association and the
Colonial Office. That was done in 1947 when I was
not in the island. Honourable members have accepted
the Agreement which was made between these three
parties and the Government is now carrying out the
Agreement. As the honourable junior member for St.
Philip has said, you cannot postpone this Resolution
for the purpose of changing these allocations. This
is not a Government allocation which you are making;
after this $13.20 has been paid into the sugar industry
as a lumpsum and you want the Government to in-
troduce a levy on the industry, you can do that for
any amount you like. . You can make a
levy in respect of Labour Welfare alone, but
the Government is mnot called upon to make
this levy. The Government is called upon = to

introduce what the private people have agreed ‘upon

and this is the alloeation which has been made. When
honourable members impute that the members of the
Government are not as much concerned with the in-
terest of the workers as they are, I shall remind them
that this is one of those issues which, whenever it
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comes up, I have been very strong upon it, just as
other members of the Executive. We cannot change
the Agreement because it is not the Government’s
Agreement. Honourable members must bear in mind
that the Government of Barbados is not selling sugar
to the Ministry of Food; it is the British West Indies
Sugar Association which has made the Contraet with
the Ministry of Food. For the benefit of the hon-
ourable junior member for St. Thomas, I should hke
to say that we realise that the Government has not
got any economist. If the honourable meimnber is an
economist, the Government sorely mneeds the services
of an up-to-date one and he can join the Government.
(A MEMBER: What about the Financial Adviser?)
‘We do not want him ; we want a member of the Labour
Party to sit there so that all the implications can be
worked out. I do not see any good in postponing
this matter. To those members of my Party who are
desirous of helping their Government I say that they
must first begin to study before they speak about the
irresponsible attitude and other statements they make
about members of the Execvtive. They must bear
in mind that the members of the Executive still have
a measure of interest about them; and if any of them
feels that the members of the Executive are not carry-
ing out the wishes of their Party, I am quite willing
to withdraw at a moment’s notice and give him the
opportunity of assuming more responsibility.

Mr. BRANCKER: The fact that this Resolution
is before us gives honourable members the opportunity
of expressing their views on certain matters whieh
they have been already discussing this afternoon. The
honourable senior member for St. Philip has made a
point which I feel it my duty to emphasize—a point
which T had proposed to make if the honourable mem-
ber had not done so before me. This point is in con-
nection with the Rehabilitation Fund and the new
machinery which is being obtained as a result of
this Fund. The peasants are getting no more from
the factories with the improved machinery and the
begter returns which the factories are geiting; the
prices paid for canes are still as inadequate as
they have been from time immemorial and the fae-
tory owners are getting richer and richer and spend-
ing more money in the United Kingdom, although
I have heard about some factories returning nothing
at all and they cannot pay any trade tax. As regards
the motion for the postponement, T do not know
what really operated in the mind of the honourable
mover, but the postponement of this Resolution must
serve the useful purpose of foeussing the attention
of the Government on the matter. It will allow
the Government an opportunity to inform the See-
retary of State for the Colonies or the Ministry o
Food of the fact that the matter came be-
fore the House and it was postponed because hon-
ourable members felt that it should be brought
home to them even more forcibly than it has been
done in the past, that the people of this com-
munity are not benefiting from the improved ma-
chinery. The factory owners are getting more
money per ton of sugar but the poor peasamts are
not benefiting or getting any reward from the
factories’ which are receiving this money.
The factory owners have applied for the purchase
of additional lorries; they are driving some
lorry owners out of business and they are not pay-
ing the peasants any more money for their canes.
I am wondering if the Government does not see
the necessity for the gradual nationalisation of the
sugar factories in this colony and not allow them
to go out of existence one after the other. We had
Bromefield Factory going out of existence a short
time ago; honourable members will recall that in

a question which I put to the Government during
last session in respect of the acquisition of this
Factory, I quoted certain paragraphs from the
Report of the Committee appointed by His Excel-
leney the Governor to study the question of seasonal
unemployment and to make recommendations as to
the best means of promoting full employment in
rural areas throughout the year. It was stated in
that Report that ‘‘It has been estimated that the
“present Factory capacity is insufficient to reap a
‘““crop of more than oune hundred and fifty thous-
“and toms of sugar without loss of efficiency.
‘““Under present conditions it is considered that,
‘“with goed weather conditions, the Island would
“produce a crop of some one hundred and eighty
“‘thousand tons of sugar....In the meantime, your
““Comunittee considers that all existing factories
‘“should be retained as operating wunits and the
“‘gapacity of the present Factories should be
““axpanded wherever this is economically possible.”’
I understand that the capacity of some factories has
been expanded but the peasants have not benefited. In
reply to my question the Government said that they
had been informed that Bromefield Factory would not
operate this year and that they did not propose
to aequire the factory. I would like to say that
it is rumoured that another factory may soon be
dismantled and this is an opportunity for the Gov-
ernment to start purchasing ome or two factories;
the Government can nationalise the factories and
have them to reap canes from all over the island.
Meanwhile let us draw to the attention of the
Tmperial Government, as forcibly as members of
this elected Chamber can, what we know about the
conditions existing as regards the sugar factories
which are acquiring their improved machinery as
a result of the Rehabilitation Fund. Let us draw
to the attention of the Imperial Govermment that
it is only the factory owners who are getting the
benefit of this Fund today, so that they will give
the matter some consideration and steps will be
taken to ensure that the benefit from this Fund
does not eontinue to go only tfo the factory
owners. !

The question that the further consideration of
this Resolution be postponed was put and resolved
in the mnegative, the following division being
taken :-—

Ayes: Messrs. Mapp, ALipR, MILLER, LEWIS,
(GARNER and BRANCEER—®G.

Noes: Messrs. FosTER, BRYAN, SMiTH, CoX, F. L.
WarcorT, Apams, CRAWFORD, MOTTLEY, GODDARD,
Gur, B. K. Warcorr, WiLKINSON, and Rerce—13.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
Hivision.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE

FANCY MOLASSES PRODUCTION RATES

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the honourable senior jem-
ber for St. Peter:—To move the passing of the fol-
lowing Resolution :—Resolution to approve the rate
payable to producer and the rate of tax paya:ble
to the Fancy Molasses Control and Marketing
Beard on faney mdiasses produced during the ecrop
year 1949—50 fixed by the Governor-in-Executive
Committee on the advice of the Fancy Molasses
Control and Marketing Board in aceordance with
Regulations 5 and 6 of the Barbados Fancy Molasges
Production and Export Regulations, 1938. )

At this stage Mr. SPEARER left the Chair and
Mr. DepuTY SPEAKER took the Chair.
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Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
This Resolution is even more formal than that which
we were discussing just now. This is a matter of
approving the rates fixed by the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee on the advice of the Fancy Molasses
Control and Marketing Board inh respecét of fancy
molasses produced during the crop year 1949—50.
1 beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. COX: T beg to second that.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

DECLINE IN CANADA—WEST INDIES
TRADE DISCUSSED ON MOTION FOR
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
I beg to move the adjournment of the House for
five minutes in order to discuss a matter of publie
interest. There appeared in the ‘‘Advocate’’ ‘of
last Friday an article written by a London Cor-
respondent on the talks which were recently going
or in London between Canadian and United King-
dom Ministers on the decline in trade between
Canada and the West Indies. It was stated that
the United Kingdom Representative who was the
Second Secretary to the Treasury was emphatically
told that the decline in trade between Canada and
the West Indies was due to an unfair rationing
of the West Indies in Canadian trade. In that
article there was a veport from the Financial Times
which said that the view of the United Kingdom
was quite contrary to that, the United Kingdom
claiming that the decline in Canada’s share of the
Pritish Caribbean market was a logical sequence
of the recovery in gemeral world trade. Because
of the recovery in general world trade, the marl;et
had moved from these parts to other areas outside
the dollar area; the West Indies had found that it
was just as ecomomic to buy from the sterling area
as from Canada. The Report from the Financial
Times went on to state that it was partly because
of the change in the pattern of trade dlc-tate_:d by
devaluation, that the sterling ecolonies had s‘mtehed
their purchases from purely commercial motived
and without dictation from Whitehall. Mr. Deputy
Speaker, it is this last paragraph that T do now refute
as untrue and quite contrary to the findings of the
commercial bodies in the West Indies. As is well
known, the markets between Canada and the West
Indies are well established: they have been in exist-
ence for many decades and to interrupt this trade
and divert it to other parts of the world as has been
done by the dictates of the British Government has
resulted in great disruption of trade and unbearable
economie loss to the Colonies. If the British Govern-
ment find that because of devaluation the sterling
Colonies had voluntarily switched their trade away
from Canada is correct, then I would say that we
could do away with all controls tomorrow. But this
is not so, for I know of many commodities such as
potatoes, onions, textiles, drugs and hardware that
despite devaluation can be bought much cheaper from
Canada than we are having to pay in other markets.
But priee is not the only question about which we
complain; Canada having sapplied these markets for
g0 many years, has learnt our requirements, the type
of goods preferred in the West Indies and how they
are to be packed besides their own regular sailings out
of Canadian ports for their areas, and instead of
having to buy potatoes three months in advance as
we have to do now in the case of buying Cyprus
potatoes, we used to buy Canadian potatoes and other
commodities for delivery every fortnight. T have on

——

many occasions expressed the view that if we are to
keep down the cost of living, we will need to get more
dollars in the West Indies from the British Govern-
ment. These dollars are urgently required to buy
the essential foodstuffs neecessary to feed our large
population.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this statement that Canada--
West Indies trade has diminished as a result of
devaluation and not beeause of any direetives from
‘Whitehall was also published in the ‘‘Trinidad
Guardian’’ of even date and unless it is refuted by
persons in the West Indies, it will be taken as if
we are satisfied with controls as they are. We are
not satisfied for we do feel that a larger allocation
of dollars could be made to the West Indies so that
we may continue to buy in the market that experi-
ence teaches us is the most suitable and, despite
devaluation, is yet the cheapest. I may mention that
too often conferences are held in these areas, the
composition of which are all officials, to decide on
questions that vitally affect the economy of our
people. Decisions are made and when months after
we seek the reason for any regulation, we are told
that we in the West Indies have decided it ourselves.
There was a time during the War when the commer-
cial brains were used either to make decisions or give
advice at such conferences; and I am sure that such
decisions that were made or advice given was always
in the interest of the West Indies. But why are the
ecommercial bodies left so completely out at more
recent conferences?—I do not know. However, the
decisions are made by officials, and at whose direction ?
—Whitehall. Mr. Deputy Speaker, regardless of
what opinion is held in the United Kingdom, we
in the West Indies still think that we are being forced
to buy our requirements in expensive and unsuitable
markets and we fee] that more consideration could
be given to the West Indies where the allocation ef
dollars is concerned.

Mr. WILKINSON: Mr. Speaker,—I beg to sec-
ond the motion for the adjournment of the House
to support the remarks of the senior member for
Christ Church. When statements such as the hon-
ourable member has read appear in la responsible
journal as The Financial Times, it is our duty o
point out that they are ineorrest. Now, Sir, you
know as well as T do that it is not true to say that our
commerce had diverted automatidally from Canada -
to England. We have been forced to import from
England many items which we used to get from Can-
ada, and one of the most serious aspects of thesa
restrictions in respect of our trade with Canada, as
the honourlable member mentioned, is that ships are
coming down more than half empty and it is likely
that they will continue to do so. The last ship which
arrived here on Thursday last—the ‘‘Canadian Con-
structor’’—landed 30 tons of cargo atf this port and
as you know, Sir, she has unfortunately gone agrouad
off Grenada. That big ship left Barbados with only
300 tons of cargo for Grenada, St. Vincent, Trinidagd,
and British Guiana and under such conditions it is
impossible for it to pay its way. I repeat that that
is one of the most serious aspects of the dollar restric-
tions and if this steamship. service is suspended it
will mean that a lot of people would not be able to
travel from island to island in these parts There is gne
point which the honourable member has not mentioned
and it ig this: Many goods which we used to get from
Canada we now have %o import from England
at much greater ecost. It'would astonish you to know
that many items are imported into England from

-Canada and the U.S.A., put into refrigerators, then’
. shipped to us in the West: Indies and we have to pay

a profit on those goods to the English manuyjfacturers.
‘As the honourable membér has said, we are never
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taken into consultation when they have these confer-
ences in Barbados behind closed doors and as a rulo
these conferences are attended, almost entirely if not
entirely, by officials whom I call ships-that-pass-in-
the-night. For these gentlemen to decide behind
closed doors what we should be allowed to import
without even cousulting the people who live in these
islands is going a bit too far. I do hope that g copy
of this debate will be sent Home, so that that state-
ment which appeared in the Press could be corrected.
AMly. MOTTLEY : In supporting the motion for
the adjournment I should like to say that I do not
think that any of the honourable members who have
spoken have been as strong ag I have been on this
matter during the consideration of the Estimates a
few mounths ago. It gives me very great pleasurs
to support this motion to diseuss this guestion of dol-
Jar restrictions and the resultant treatment to peopi2
in the colonies by the British Government. Now, Sir,
I am not a merchant. I am not a financier. I am
1not an economist but I believe that I possess a little
commonsense and I am quite sure that any man who
iy possessed with any commonsense is hound to realize
that the question of cost of living is a tremendous one,
Mr. Speaker, I stood on the floor of this House and
discussed this matter a short while wgo and as T have
sald I do not think that either the mover or the sec-
cnder of this motion has been half as strong as T was
because I.feel very strongly about the matter, Earlier
in the day the junior member for St. Thomas gave
notice of an Address which has for its object a redue-
tion in the cost of living by way of relieving the im-
port duty on certain commodities. I do not feel
myself that that is really the cure but I do feel that
the whole question wants reviewing. The allocation
of dollars really affects the cost of living and any
man in public life in this Country who cannot see
that, iy incapable of understanding public adminis-
tration. Mr. Speaker, the stringent control of im-
ports which is requested by those in Downing Street
and the directions which they issue in respect of the
countries from which we must import need to b2
strongly eriticized and T have said on the floor of this
House on a previous occasion that it is one of those ques
tions on which I consider honourable members should
bind themselves together and present a united frons.
We are still bound by loyalty although any casual
obiserver cam see that it is becoming strained. You
cannot expect a hungry people to be a loyal people
and it is time that some very strong talking be done
by those of us who are fortunate enough to represent
the people. T use the expression ‘‘strong talking”
because it is no use fooling ourselves. If the cost
of living goes up and up, as is the case at present,
and no effort is made to release to us a greater pro-
portion of dolars so that we can import from the
dollar areas goods which can be sold to the masses
this Country at reduced prices and there by keep the
cost of living down, then T say that the loyalty of the
people in these colonies will be strained. Mr. Speak-
er, when one spelakis of thle cost of living one is bound
to think of Sugar because we must depend on the price
which we get for our chief product—Sugar—and in
this connection I should like to draw attention to the
fact that the delegation from the West Indies is being
knocked about Loundon after a period of months of
walting as compared with the favourable treatment
which the British Authorities gave the Australian dele.
gation behind closed doorsand sent them back home., It
may appear to persons in the United Kingdom who
are not fully acouainted with these colonies that the
people are satisfied but such is far from being the
case. The question of the allocation of dollars must
interest every member of this Assembly. I too read

the statement to which the senior member
for Christ Chureh referred. I also read a
statement in the Trinidad Guardign of last Thurs--
day’s date, to which I should like to refer because, in
my opinion, it is of paramount importance to Barba-
dos. If my remarks seem to point to inactivity om
the part of the local Government T hope that the eriti-
cism will be taken as being made in good faith. In
the Trinidad Guardian, Mr, Shenfield, the Hconomic
Adviser to the Government of Trinidad, gave w list
of about eight new industries whichy would attraci
capital to that colouy of approximately $12,000,000
U. 8. Currency — $17,000,000, B. W_ 1. Currency.
Those industries include textiles, flour, hotely and
cement. The reason why I refer to that statement is
this: Anyone who read the article would see that
on the face of it the poliey of the British, Government
in respect of dollar investments hias somewhat changed
and as soon as it was discovered that their policy in
this respeet has been changed, the Trinidad Gov-
ernment immediately started to work;—this, in my
opinion, has to do with cost of living ; everything that
is associated with industry reflects in the cost of living
and anything you may do here cannot really assist in
reducing the cost of living unless you get dollars.
Well, as T was saying, this change of policy of the
British Government has not yet been advertised in
Barbados so as to allow capital to be encouraged from
the United States of America. I would like to know
it similar conditions eannot be offered to Barbados
tecause the establishment of new industiries in this
island must result in the providing of employment
for our people. If, T repeat, the policy of the British
Government in respect of dollar investments has been
changed and new industries are to be established in
Trinidad with American capital, what about Barba-
dos? Remember that the number of industries which
can be absorbed in the West Indies are really limited
—there are no two ways about that—and T fear that
if we it down and let it appear that we are inactive,
everything will go to Trinidad and Barbados will
have nothing.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not want to
jnterrupt the honourable member but this debate was
started on a matter of allocating dollars to enable
goods to ‘be imported for dollar mreas. The honour-
able member is now discussing the question of manx:-
facturers coming into the West Indies to establish
industries. ;

Mr, MOTTLEY: I appreciate the latitude
which Your Honour has given me but rather- than
wait to do so in the future I thought I would seize
this opportunity to discuss this question of the estab-
lishment of new industries in the British West Indies
with American capital. In Trinidad there is an Aid
te Industries Ordinance and we want in this Country
a proper Aid to Industries Aet; it is no use-fooling
ourselves; it is our life’s blood apart from Sugar.
You either bring new industries to Barbados or the
people will starve becatise they are being exploited
by the British people. I will never apologize for
sdying that the people in the British West Indies are
being exploited. You do not have to he an economist
to understand that. The Teader of the Opposition—-
he is an Englishman — has told us that the British
people import soods from the U.S.A., put tHem in
cold storage and ship them to us at a profit. Is that
not exploitation? T say that they are takine advan-
tage of us. T trepeat that we want in Barbados
a proper Aid to Tndustries Aet. What industry can
we attract to Barbados in the absence of a proper Aid
to Industries Aet? T hope that we are at cne on this
matter. From what T have seen and observed in
recent weeks, ag far as the Party supporting the Gov-
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-ernment is concerned, and from the Speech from the

‘get one industry here that would absorb a hundred

“what that would mean to the economy of Barbados?

ernment.

-ernment to 'be mare active in this matter. Mr. Speaker,

‘to us by the British Government. Their method of

‘which is being meted to us.

«cheers.)

‘bring in raw materials and you will be competing
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Throne I have a little hope, Whether you are a
member or a supporter of the Government or a mem-
ber of the Opposition it must be apparent to you that
an Aid to Industries Act is needed in this island
beecause you are not going to get people even suggest-
ing to you about Investing foreign ecapital in Barba-
dos unless you can show them the law under which
they are to operate. $17,000,000 British West Indian
dolbars! If we could attract $3,000,000, if we could

of our unemployed men and women, do you know

It would eertainly mean a lot 1o this Country. When
I spoke here a little more than a month ago on this
cuestion T asked ‘‘Can waybody inform me what is
the allocation of dollars to Barbados?’ and up to
now I have not heard what it is. Like the senior
membelr for Christ Church I feel very strongly ou
this matter. As regards the attraction of American
capital to this island is concerned, do not let it appear
as if there is inactivity on the part of the local Gov-
The Economic Adviser to the Governmeut
of Trinidad actually went to New York to encourage
the establishment of new industries in thiat colony and,
in my opinion, the time has come for the local Gov-

I read this information about $12,000,000 U. 8. A.
Currency being invested in Trinidad at night and
during that night 1 could not sleep. T saw in front
of me all night $17,030,000 B. W. 1. Currenecy being
invested in Trinidad and I said to myself ¢ Oh, God,
what about Barbados? Tf we could only get $2,000,000
invested in Barbados!’’ $2,000,000 is a lot of money.
Can’t we send somebody to the U.S.A. too? But
nobody is going to invest their millions in this island
without a proper Aid to Industries Act on our
Statute Books. I repeat that the high cost of living
and the low standard of living of the people in
this island are partly due to the treatment meted out

exploitation is straining the loyalty of the people of
this colony and the only way, Mr. Speaker, you will
stop me and othery from telling them about their
exploitation is when we are satisfied that that exploit-
ation has been stopped. T could go further. I conld
refer to the stopping of japanese goods from coming
to this island but you may say that it was just ves-
terday that they offered us protection and that we
must be loyal. But things are getting too bad. Do
yvou know the price of a workingman’s shirt? T have
great pleasure in supporting this motion. Nothing
will be done to reduce the cost of living until we bind
ourselves together, make a noise ¢ls one set of people
and let it be known that we resent this treatment

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Spe(a,keur,——Day after day
1 realize that we ave living in a fool’s paradise. We
.expect, Britain to do for us what we should stand up
as men and do for ourselves. We talk certain things
at home and when we go abroad we talk something
else. I have no sympathy with this motion. If yon
want results, join me in my crusade and let us com-
bine to get a Country of our own (Laughter and
You, cannot expeet much from Barbados,
-a little 2x4 Country. When you talk about indus-
tries you hiave to bear in mind that you will have to

against people who are in the business themselves.
You must get down to earth and be realistic. Do
not talk in the air just because you cam talk. You
‘have to bring in, T repeat, raw materials; you have
to bring in machinery and you are going to have te
fight the people who are already in the particular

basiness.  However, the senior member for Christ
Chureh, is right when he said that we need more dol-
lars; we need them. But ean’t you see the hand-
writing on the wall? When Great Britain was a
mighty Nation she did not make much use of her day
and now she has no money.

Tame like an ever rolling stream
Bears «ll its sons awuy.

Britain is & dead horse and would you pus
your head in a dead horse’s mouth? I have one
great hope and it is in respect of the land - and
the people whom Britain has exploited and is
continuing to exploit.  Afirica, my Motherland,
15 the Country where we are golng to set up a Gov-
ernment to aid Britain. Africa 18 going to be the
haven of the very English people who now exploit its
people. Just as the U.S.A., has come to their rescue
m  every war, so will Africa come to their rescue
economically in years to come. And if you doubt
that statement, you doubt God’s work. Whatever
goes up must come back down. I have nothing
against the British people but knowing people as I
do and having studied history such as it is I must
conclude that you are wasting time asking poor peo-
ple to help you with something. The British peo-
ple are morally and financially bankrupt. The very
people who keep Afriea in the condition in which it
is today are morally bankrupt. Imagine the British
people after so many centuries, not having a currency
of their own! The British, as you know, had at one
time colonies in North America and those same col-
onies have had to come back and rescue Bngland.
How can you expect that Barbados, could get any-
thing from Great Britain? The backs of the British
people are to the wall because God is working his
purpose out. And you cannot understand it. They
are going from bad to worse all the time. They
have done too many wrong things; they still have
people in chains and they cannot avoid what is
happening to them. What are you asking them to
do—give you more dollarg which they have not got?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would just like
to remind the honourable member that Order No. 7
under Private Members’ Business is a Notice of an
Address by him to His Excelleney the Governov
requesting a greater release of hard currency.
{Laughter and Cheers).

Mr. GARNER: That is to deal with business-
men who have no quotas. Be that as it may, Sir,
I am not making fun. I am speaking seriously. I
cannot help you in this business. I have another
proposition. This Country is too small. 1 have a
big Continent in view. Join forees with me and let
us claim that Continent.

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of explanation.
The honourable member is misquoting me by saying
that I am begging Great Britain for something.
What I am asking is that more dollars be released
to us. Great Britain econtrols our economic set-up
and, therefore, we on this side of the House are ask-
ing her to release more dollars to us.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would just like
to point out that the motion before the House has
been moved as the result of a statement in a local
newspaper to the effect that West Indian trade with
Canada has been shifted to (3reat Britain in a natural
way rather than the result of the allocation of hard
ourreney

. GARNER: As the senior member for the
City knows I will never misquote him. I will al-.
ways help him when be is right but when he is wrong
I will endeavour to bring him back on the right
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track. The British Government has been exploiting
us so long that its exploitation has now become a
matter of everyday talk; it has been doing it whether
it was a Conservative, Liberal or Socialist Govern-
ment. That is its policy because it has to see that
the British workers have s proper standard of liv-
ing. Again, being such a small place, Britain has
to snatch and go. If she has no currency of her own,
what can she do? She has not got it; she cannot
get it and she is not able to give you because she is
on the decline. She does not have the dollars. She
will continte to exploit you as long as you are a
British colony. She has to depend now on Marshall
Aid and BRuropean recovery. What has struck me
is that England and the other Socialist Nations have
refused to join the Schuman Plan. When you see
these Nations refusing to come together to-day their
backs must be up against the wall.  When I hear
these things my thoughts go to higher flights; that is
why T am willing to leave Britain and look to
somewhere else for posterity. Mr. Speaker, I do
not wish to say any more at this stage.

Mr. REECE: Mr. Speaker,—We are expressing
the opinion that we should have more dollars released
to us and I should certainly like to express the view
that we in the West Indies should know exactly how
many dollars are allocated to the West Indies each
year and, in particular, the number of dollars that
are allocated to each tnit in the West Indies. We
would also like to know the basis on which these al-
locations are made and I do not think that that is
asking too much. If we are permitted to spend the
dollars allocated to us ourselves—in other words to
buy dircetly from the other dollar countries—we
would be able to get more for those dollars than if
the goods have to come to us through the medium of
the United Kingdom. There ean be no doubt that
the economic condition in this Country—as a matter
of fact in the whole Caribbean area—is a very sad
one and there is no prospect of the picture being
brightened under the present conditions. 1t does not
look as if our main industry—Sugar—has a bright
future and it does seem to me that if we spend the
dollars ourselves directly with the U.S.A. Canada,
and other hard currency areas we would be able to
benefit more because we would get greater value for
the money. Above all, we would know exactly what
our people want whereas persons in Great Britain
who are buying to sell us will not have the know-
ledge of the West Indies which we have. It is not
merely a question of allowing us to have certain
quotas but also of telling us exaetly how much we
should have and, above all, allowing us to use our
own initiative and purchase directly from the dollar
areas to relieve the hardships which we are, to-day,
suffering. When it comes to pioneer industries that
is a different matter because what has been said by
the senior member for §t. Philip has a great deal of
truth in it. We would have to import raw materials
but, nevertheless, there are certain ecommodities which
we would be able to manufacture although we would
have to compete with the big financiers,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already
rtled that T do not regard remarks about pioneer in-
dustries as being relevant to this debate. I have al-
lowed a little latitude in this respect and I would
ask the honourable member not to push it too far.

Mr. REECE: I agree with you, Mr. Deputy
Speaker. but when it comes to the question of
dollars T do think that we have a right to decide
what we should do with the dollars that are allo-
cated to us.

Mr. MAPP: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I think
it is .a good thing to eclamour at times for more
dollars because although the senior member for Si.
Philip observed that the British Government is at
a low ebb, that the British people and the British
Nation are nearly down to the bottom of the drain,
vet, Sir, we know that the dollar pool is there for
all sterling areas—

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:—I should just like
the honourable member to note this: The object
of this motion is to draw attention of the fact that
the shifting of West Indian trade from Canada to
England is due to an insufficiency of dollars allo-
cated to the West Indies,

Mr. MAPP: Every now and then Jamaica
gets more dollars than are allocated to them be-
cause they keep a noise and I think that if we, now
and again, keep on talking it may result in a little
more benefit, But I want to say this: A lot of
stress is being laid on giving us more dollars but
1 believe that our attitude should be that of spend.
ing these dollars on the right imports. A lot of
this dollar business is mixed up with things con-
nected with the tourists and little of these extra
dollars we are getting are left for other interests.
1 heard the senior member for the City say that a
proper Aid to Industries Act should be on our
Statute Books but I do not know what he means
by the word ‘“‘proper’’. They want to be relieved
from the payment of income tax for a number of
yvears but they cannot ask for relief from income
tax unless they make profits. Relief from income

tax, as far as industries are concerned, may
suit the senior member for the City but it
daes not snit me and T will say so. These new

industries want help before they make profits and
when you assist them to make profits they should pay
on those profits.  Certain honourable membery are
clamouring for more dollars; we should emphasize
what we want these dollars for. (Voices...'To reduce
the cost of living).

Mr., MILLER: Mr. Speaker,—With regard to
the request for more dollars I can quite appreciate
that but as far as new industries are concerned I
should like the Government to be cautious when it
comes to giving them exemptien from the payment of
income tax.

Mr. ADAMS: I have got up because two things
seem to me to be very striking; one of them needs
correction and the other needs clarification. I know
that I shall be accused of being pro-Imperialist, but
I do think that when honourable members make
attacks as regards certain things they are not on as
good ground as when they make them as regards
others. No West Indian is going to feel satisfied,
whatever he might think of the percentage of the
sugar which the British Government may be taking
from us, with how we were treated as compared with
Australia; but all our strictures of the Government
come back to this, that we must band ourselves to-
gether ag' West Indians. Although we may appear to
be more than insular, we in Barbados should begin to
set an example where self-government is concerned.
I hope my friends on my left will see that it is imma-
teriz}l what party is in power, as Barbadians and West
Indians we should clamour as quickly as possible
for being put in a position like Australia or Canada.
New Zealand is a dominion, its population is less than
the population of the West Indies, and New Zealand
is entitled to sit around the table when currency and
other problems are being dealt with. Therefore, the
sogner we esteem ourselves as a dominion the better
it will be for us. Accusing the British Government

is not going to make any difference as regards the dol-
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lar allocation; I will turn pink or blue before the
pritish Government changes any doilar allocation,
because we are tiny colomies that are dictated to 1m-
steaa of our banmng ourselves togetner as quUICKLy
as possible and claiming the right or equality. I have
alreaay said that we suould not merely make a noise
put band ourselves together as quickly as possible. 1f
the United States merely made a noise they would
still be colonies instead of being the United States of
America.

"the next point I want to make is this. 4 am told
that at a meeting of some Institution or Association of
which the honourable senior member for the City
happens to be President and the honourable senior
member for St. Andrew is Treasurer or Vice-Presi-
dent or both, this same point made by the honourable
senior member for Christ Chureh, about getting more
dollars to purchase food was made. I cannot imagine
& more fantastic argument than that; if this colony
has money to spend, we should spend it on increasing
our food production. I would like to see this colony
going back to the days when everybody had a little
corned pork instead of importing it. I think it is most
fantastic to argue that more dollars should be released
to us so that we 2an buy imported food. On a mo-
ment’s reflection, the honourable member will see that
it is infinitely better to subsidize the growing of pigs
in Barbados and make our own corned pork than
import it from the United States or the Argentine.
‘Why should we be buying Canadian eggs? I cannot
‘begin to see the validity of the argument about using
more dollars for buying food. The honourable senior
member for Christ Church used that argument at a
time when he was on a political platform and one
does not expect flights of genius from the Electors’
Association on a political platform. I ask the honour-
able member to reflect and see that our dollars are
Yimited, and it is better to increase our local produc-
tion than to buy imported food. The honourable
member spoke about food because the American tour-
ists will come down here. I am only saying what is
reported of the honourable member. I believe that
even the ‘‘Advocate’” newspaper correctly reports
the utterances of the Electors’ Association; it is in
their interest to report those speeches.

As regards the Government’s attitude towards
industries, ‘I happen to know a little of Mr. Shen-
fleld, T know that he is an industrious gentleman, but
T will have to see these dollars in Trinidad first before
I swallow the argument which has been advanced.
This Government enquired about the setting up of
flour mills before the honourable junior member for
‘St. Philip asked about that, and we were told that it
is not economic to do so. (A Mewmper: Trinidad has
started.) Trinidad has started a lot of things; they
started on a development scheme which went into
Tiquidation before it began to operate.  All these
-schemes appearing in the Press are excellent ideas:
it is good to explore what other people are doing, but
do not say that it is an excellent thing because you
see it on paper. In conneection with aiding industries,
‘the gentlemen who started this knitting business here
informed me that they preferred to come here rather
than go to Trinidad and declared to me that they
were not asking for income tax exemption; and they
are Hebrews. Mr. Benjamin came down here and the
first proposal which he put up was free importation
of raw materials and machinery and exemption from
income tax; but he did not insist on income tax exemp-
tion. That was ecut out before the matter reached
the Executive Committee. Although this Govern-
ment may feel that it is reasonable to induce people
to start business here by giving this or that exemp-
-tion, it is not so in every ecase. It is survricing that
Jews can come from Jamaica and set up a plant here

nstead of going to Trinidad; they prefer the Barba-
dian workers. 'They find thar the girls have
rearnt toe job quickly and they are first class. 'Lhe
attitude of these Jews is that if you work for profit
you should pay income tax. 1 want_to say that the
setting up of four mills, knitting mills and so on—
«ll Tnese tnings have been explored. Suggestions have
peenl put up to Us that we can make cement which is
better than Portland cement and different from what
Puerto Rieo is making. The House will also remem-
ber that we passed a Bill to aid the pottery industry
and we found that the Other Place unceremoniously
threw it out. We are up against such things but the
Government cannot allow them to make us mark time,
1 have had a prolonged conversation with Professor
Arthur Lewis, whom I respect both from the point of
view of his brains and the interest which he takes in
all things affecting the under-privileged, and I am
vet to be persuaded that industrialisation, except pos-
sibly in the sense of encouraging and hoping for
well-established industries in the island, can be the
solution to our evils, especially that of unemployment.
There is always the tendency to have cheap power.
This Government would deserve to be called nitwits
if we did not explore every means of improving the
economy of this island; but we do not get on the
house-top and shout about what we are doing. Some-
times you cannot do that because matters might be in
a delicate state of negotiation. Sometimes Trinidad
and Jamaica have been trying to jump where we are.
The honourable junior member for St. Philip is laugh-
ing; he himself was a member of the Executive and
Le attacked us on the question of emigration when he
kuew what was being done. Even the ‘‘ Advoeate”
drew attention to what we have been told about the
delicate prospect of emigration to the United States,
but it was still thrown at us that we made no provi-
sion for it. The honourable junior member for St
James. speaking as the President of the Electors’
Association, referred to members on this side of the
House ; at one minute they are ‘‘yes-men’’ and at the
other minute they can talk as they like. It is good
that the honourable senior member for Christ Church
has drawn the attention of the House to that para-
graph in the article which we may not have seen, but
in our position as tiny colonies we should see that
the energy we expend in eursing the British Govern-
ment could be far better used in getting out of colo-
nial status. We are still going to be colonials when
we curse the British Government ; we will still be with
the amount allocated to us. We should insist on hav-
ing self-government in the West Indies and, as speed-
ily as possible, dominion status. Of course from a
psychological point of view, this is the moment for
insisting on federation. I hope that honourable mem-
bers will see that it is our duty to get together and
try and put an end to these things; I hope that hon-
ourable members from all parties will see how essen-
tial it is to lift ourselves out of the position of being
colonials and then there will be no question of getting
more dollars. We will be at the beginning of any
currency negotiations that may be taking place.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The hour is getting late and
most of us are reasonably tired after a long sitting:
but I want to disabuse the mind of the honourable
senior member for St. Joseph of the idea that the
proprietors of this textile concern in Coleridge Street
were not as anxious as any other industrial group in
these colonies to get assistance under an Aid to Indus-
tries Bill. Before they started here they were assured
that the Government had such a Bill under considera-
tion: I think the Bill had actually been introduced
and it was with that in mind that they earnestly began
to start the plant here. With regard to the fact that
they are not specially concerned with income tax
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exemption, the honourable member supplied the an-

‘swer to that himself. They are Hebrews and they did

not think about income tax before hand; but I know
that Mr. Saunders, who was the moving spirit in the
whole affair, was particularly concerned about having
legislation for assisting in bringing the equipment
here. T think the community owes a debt of gratitude
to Mr. Beatbrun for getting this plant here; when it
came, there was no Bill to exempt the proprietors
from the payment of Customs duty and they wers
minded to send all the machinery to Trinidad. How-
ever, they were assured either by the Colonial
Secretary or the Financial Secretary that the Govern-
ment wounld refund the Customs duty and they estab-
lished the plant here. On the whole question of in-
dustrial development, the honourable senior member
for St. Joseph has advanced excuses for not doing
certain things and he says what has been done and
what has not been done; he does not believe in indus-
trial development in a little colony. That is the main
reason why the policy of the Government is as non-
existent as it is on the question of industrialisation.
I could never see eve to eye with him on that point;
we are going to sit here and in the next five or six
years other colonies will be completely industrialised
and we will not have got anywhere. Plans for indus-
trial development in Trinidad are not remaining just
plans; we can be certain that in the near future
industries will be established there. They already
have a box factory, you are getting a beer factory
and a cement factory and they are supplying other
West Indian colonies with their products. Half dozen
of the various items which you see in Broad Street
have come from Trinidad and Jamaica is also doing
well. If you want to know how well colonies are
doinz ,you can think of Trinidad, Jamaica f}nd Pue'rto
Rico. As regards Puerto Rico, even America realises
that she has muech to learn from that colony and it has
been said that Puerto Rico is the inspiration of what
is in Jamaica. There is hardly a suggestion made‘by
gither of the major Parties in Jamaica for improving
that colony, which is not based on something in Puerto
Rico. and if we are sitting here and saying that we
are mainly an agricultural community, we will never
get anywhere. T am willing to agree that the sooner
we are united by federation and have self-government,
the quicker we will control our own affairs; but that
does not mean that we will bring to bear a proper
perspective on a particular colony. The honoura.bl'e
senjor member for St. Joseph will be the first to admit
that in so far as the question of industrial develop-
‘ment is conecerned-—well we almost have self-gover.n-
ment now and if we want to embark on industrial
development nobody can stop us. )

' As regards the question of dollar allocation, that
is more or less like an individual giving us just what
we earn. In fact, I believe that the expenditure is
more than what our earning is. That is a matter
about which T intended to ask myself; T did not
expect it to be answered because it is a carefully
guarded secret. We in the West Indies are allocated
the amount of dollars which we earn for the purchase
of essential commodities from the hard currency areas.
‘but on the question of a greater allocation to Bar-
bados for the purchase of foodstuffs. it is impossible
not to agree with the submissions of the honourable
senior member for St. Joseph. Tt is far better to
subsidise local production than to spend money in
importing foodstuffs; however, there are certain
foodstuffs which we shall have to import for a long
time, and it is to those foodstuffs that honourable
members referred when they spoke about a greater
allocation of dollars. Tf we can produce some of what

we need, we cannot produce all we need, and it
seems that there is some case for our having dollars

to buy foodstuffs cheaper than how we have to buy

at present from sterling areas. In other words

if we can buy these foodstuffs cheaper than we are

now buying them, the cost to the colony will be less

than at presemt. If, on the other hand, one saw |
some active policy on the part of the Government

for making the colony more self-sufficient, one could

more appreciate the submissions of the honourable

senior member for St. Joseph. If I had more time

at my disposal I would certainly ask for the oppor-

tunity further to discuss the whole question of in-

dustrial development because it is a matter to which

I have devoted some time and attention, a matter

on which those of us who think like myself will have

to go on talking until we can bring our opponents

to our point of view. We have done a fair measure

of conversion; the Aid to Industries Bill would
not have reached here if we had not done the job

of e_onversion which we have done, and in process:
of time, by sheer force of circumstances if nothing
more, honourable members on my right will be com-

pletely converted to the view that every possible

thing must be done in order to develop the country in-

dustrially. On this question of dollar allocation, hon-
ourable members will be well advised to try and get

some facts about the position; every time you talk

with an official on the question he tells you that you

are spending more than you earn, and you cannot
press your point. The Government should be asked

to make a statement on the matter and if they are
hiding anything, there must be something to hide.

It we press the point here that we are spending more

taan we earn, they will readily give us the informa-

vion.  There are other points which 1 wanted to
make but I am sure that the opportunity will come

in the near future for us to have a more exhaustive

discussion on this most important matter.

. Mr. GODDARD: I should like to reply to cer-
taln observations and ecriticisms of members during
tlrgs debat_e. No one can deny the fact that Canada.
West Indies trade has diminished as a result of
direction from Whitehall and not as they say from
purely commercial motives, for if we are allowed
to buy in whatever market we wished we would re-
vert to Canada to-morrow despite devaluation, for

‘almost every commodity was bought from Canada

before devaluation.

As regards the reference by the hon i
member for St. Joseph abott a public speeeil Sxffﬂigg
I made' on behalf of the tourist industry and the
economic advantage to be gained from such an in-
dustry, my plea was for additional dollars to buy
food and other merchandise that the American and
Canadian tourist expected to find in anv vacational
resort, my argument being that those additional dol-
lars 'eould be doubled or even trebled. That has no
bea.rmg on this subject, for the foodstuffs about
which T was speaking would he the essentials which
we have to buy for our poor people, such as pigtails
snouts, cornmeal and flour and we do needothesé
essten’clalst n great quantities. Therefore if we are to
get greater quantities of these items 4
to be a!lotted more dollars than we Iqlo‘x‘;eg‘;g.uld have

With regard to the new policy of allowing
Amer:man capital to come into the West Indies under
certain conditions, I do agree most emphatically with
the hon. senior member for the City that our Gov-
ernment will release the news long after Trinidad
and Jamaica have taken full advantage of the same
pf)hey. We shall probably wait until these two colo-
nies havq attracted all worth-while industries and
then‘1t will be made known that such a policy also
applies to Barbados; by that time we will have
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to content ourselves by being good consumers of
the products which these very industries established
elsewhere in the West Indies are making. Again we
shall be too late for the economic set-up of these
Colonies is such that one well-established industry
in any colony will satisfy the requirements of the
entire area.

Mention was also made of some industrialists
asking for exemption from income tax for a period
of time and others not asking for this exemption,
Again 1 say that is probably true, for if someone
does establish a factory which is mostly machinery
and he finds after a few years that it is not a pay-
ing concern, then he may remove the machinery else-
where without very great loss. But hotels are of a
different nature; they cannot be removed and the
uncertainty of a continued flow of tourists is always
great, Quite naturally hotel investors do consider that
their risks are greater, and with to-day’s extremely
high cost of building, except such tax exemptions
are made to such industries, you are hardly likely
to attract anyone in that field.

Sir, if the view held in London is true that
Canada-West Indies trade has shifted to other mar-
kets purely from commercial reasons and without
dictation from Whitehall then let them give us more
dollars and see if within three months the Canadian
ships will not be calling at every West Indian port
with full cargoes. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I ask leave
to withdraw my motion.

There being no objection, the honourable member
was granted leave to withdraw his motion.

APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEE

Mr. ADAMS: 1 ask leave to move for the
appointment of a Select Committee to considenm and
prepare a Draft Reply to His Excellency’s Message
No. 21/1950 which has just been eyclo-styled. I would
like the House to reply to this Message by the .end
of the week because the Seeretary of State for the
Colonies has been sending urgent cables in connection
with this matter. This Message relates to the ‘‘Relief

. Goods”’ Agreement between the United Kingdom

and the U.S.A. It is an extension of the Customs
Tariff (Amendment) Act which was passed in 1948
providing for the free entry of relief goods sent
to charitable organisations, and the colonies have
The Secretary
of State for the Colonies expected an answer as
a result of our meeting today: so that if the Select
Committee will meet before the end of the week and
prepare the Reply to this Message 1 shall be very glad.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
honourable member.

Mr. ADAMS: T beg to move that a Select Com-
mittee be appointed to consider and prepare a Drafy
Reply to His Excellency’s Message No. 21/1950.

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
to.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Subject to the
approval of the House, I appoint the following hon+

ourable members to serve as members of that Com-
wittee :—The honourable junior member for St.
Thomas (Mr. Mapr), the honourable junior member
for St. James (Mr. WiLkiNsoN), the honourable genior
member for St. Philip (Mr. GARNER) and the honour-
able senior member for St. Michael (Mr. Cox).

~ Mr. ADAMS: T ask that Your Honour be asso-
clated with this Committee.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I shall be pleased
to be associated with the Committee.

At this stage Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair.

Mr- ADAMS: 1 ask that the honourable junior
member for St. Philip be associated with this Com-
mittee.

Mr. CRAWFORD : I think that we amended an
Act in order to allow these goods to come in duty
free. I think that this matter has been dealt with
already.

Mr. ADAMS: This Agreement goes further than
that. Paragraph 4 of this Message says this: ‘“The
Government of Barbadog provided for the customs
duty free treatment of relief goods sent to charitable
organisations under the Customs Tariff (Amendment)
Act, 1948. Further legislation will be necessary to
provide customs duty free treatment to the other
types of consignments of relief goods’’. A relative in
the United States of America can now send packages
through a commercial organisation to a relative or to
a charitable organisation in Barbados. This is really
an extension of what was passed in 1948; there are
three types of consignments of relief goods which will
be allowed to come in duty free.

THE ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper having been fixed, )

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this House
do now adjourn to this day week, the 4th day of
July, 1950, at 3 p.m.

Mr. COX: 1 beg to second that. i

Mr. SPEAKER: T observe that there is not a
quorum present. I will ask the Clerk to ring the Bell

The Bell having been rung,

Mr. SPEAKER: There being less than twelve
honourable members present, this House stands
adjourned until this day week at twelve o’clock noon
in accordance with the Rules.

* * *

ERRATUM

Tn the Debates of 20th June 1950 page 91, be-
ginning at line 42, please delete whole paragraph
and substitute the following:

Mr. LEWTS: Although you can take these
Clauses as read they must still be passed separately.






