
(OFFICIAL REPCFRT) 

SESSION 1950-51 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 27th June,  1950. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly 

met at 12 o'c1o:k noon to-day. 
Present : 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS, ($peaker) ; 
Hk Honour Mr. A. E. S. LrEw~s (Depu ty  Speaker) ,  
Mr.  L. E .  S ~ I T H ,  (Chairman of Covnmittees); 
Mescsrs. T. 0. BRYAK, F. E. MILLER. M. E. COS, 
F. b. WALCOTT, l?. C. GODDARD, J. H. WILKINSON, 
O.B.E., R. G. MAPP, D. D, GARNER, D. A. FOSTER 
and G. H. ADAMS, B.A. 

Prayers are read. 

DOCUMENT. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform 
the House that I have received the Colonial Treasur. 
er's Financial Report for the month of May, 1950. 

ME'SSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 
Mr. A D U S  : Xr. Speaker,- I have the honour 

to present a Message from :,is Excellency thc 
Governor as follows :- 

H &  Excel lemy the Governor 
T o  

The Honourable the  House of Assentbly 

E h  Excellency the Governor has the honour to 
i&om ikke Honourable the House of Assembly that 
the Chernment of Barbados h& been invited to 
w e d e  to "Relief Goods" Agreement between thr 

. &vernment of the United Kingdom and the Cov- 
-nt of the United States of America which arises 
Immj the Economic CO-operation Agreement. 

. It will be recalied that th i  Governnlent O F  
dos acceded to the Economic Co-operation 

nt and in doing so accepted the condition 
Government of the United Kingdom should 
with the Government of the United Stateqrf 
km Agreement to facilitate the entry of 
ds into the United Kingdom. 

acceding to the Relief Goods Agreement, 
6s will undertake to grant duty free entry 
rbados in respect of three types of coa- 

signment of relief goods from the United 8tates, 
tamely- 

(i) relief goods in bulk consigned from a 
recognised charitable organization in 
the United States to a similar orgcani- 
zaition in Barbados; 

(ii) standard packs which are consigned 
by an individual in  the United States 
through a commercial organization tqan  
individual or to a charitable organiza- 
tion in Barbados. F'or both these sorts 
of relief supplies the Agreement pro- 
vides that Customs will admit such 
duty ,free goods a3 shall 'be agreed 
between the Governments of the United 
Kingdom and the United States. Iu 
the case of relief goods in bulk *he 
stipulation is thait these shall not 
include tobacco, cigars, cigarettes or 
alcoholic liquor ; 

(iii) relief packages, whieh are  parcels not 
over 22 lbs. in weight Sent by individ- 
uals in the United States to individuals 
in Barbrdos. Duty free entry will be 
accorded to these parcels so long a s  
their content8 are limited to discardeC 
clothing, \food, medical suppliw c r  
soap. 

4. The Government of Barbados provided for  
the customs duty free treatment of relief goods sent 
to cMaritable organizations under the Customs Tarif? 
(Amendment) Act, 1948. Further legislation will 
be necessary to provide customs duty free treatment 
to the other types of consignments of relief goods. 

5. If the Legislature agree to accede to  thc 
Relief Package Agreement, the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies will be informed accordingly and the 
legislation nmewary to implement the Agreement 
will thereafter be introduced. 

A. W. L. SAVAGE, 
Governor. 

Government House, 
Barbados, 

27th June, 1950. 

PAPERS' LAID. 
Mr. ADAMS: Mr. weaker,-I have the honour 

to Isy on the table of the House the ifollowiag 
Papers :- 
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Poet OEce Advances for the payment of Money 
Orders to the 31st May, 1950. 

The Publie Offioers Loan and Travelling Allow- 
ances (Scheduled Officers) Regulations, 1950. 

NOTICES 

Government Notioes are given a i  follows :- 
Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to approve the Regu- 

lations entitled " The Public Officers Loan ahtl 
Travelling Allowances (Scheduled Officers) Regula- 
tions, 1950, " made by the Governor-in-Executi~rz 
Committee on the 22nd day of June, 1950, under 
the prorisiolls of section 4 of the Public Officzrs Loall 
and Travelling Allowance Act, 1948 (1948-12). 

Xr.  ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum of 
$27,562 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to supplement the E3timates 1950-51. 
Part  11, Capital Estimates, as shown in the Supple- 
mentary Estimaite; 1950-51, No, 6, which forin the 
schedule to this Resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum of 
$6,800 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1950-51 
Part  1, Current Estimate%, as shown in  the 8uprp:e- 
mentary E5timates 1950-51, No. 7, which form t l ~ e  
schedule to this Resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS : Resolution to place the sum of 
$1 at  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Conz. 
mittee to supplement the Estimates 1950-51, Part I 
Cqrent ,  as shown in the supple men tar^^ Estimate2 
1950-51,. N'o. 8, which form the schedule to this 
Resolution. 

w - 4 a ? ~ ~ ~  : Bill to amend the Cinematograph 
Film Cens&&i~ Act, 1944 (1940-20). 

Mr. A D ~ M S :  Of my intention to more the - - 
House into Committee of SGpply at the next meeting 
to consider the %noney Resolutions of which I haw 
just pircn notice. 

Mr. MOTTLEY enter? the House and takes hi; 
seat. 

Other Notices are giren as folla~vs :- 
Mr. WILKINSON: Of my intention to move, 

later in the day. the appointment of a Select Com- 
mittee to consider along with the Debates Committee 
the reorganization of the Staff of Reporters of the 
Legislature, the St& od the House of Assembly, and 
the re-arrangement of the present seating of the 
House. 

Mr. MAPP : Of the following Address :- 

The House Of Assenzbly 
To 

His ExcelZe.ncy The Cowerrtor 

The House af Assembly draw to the attention 
c;f Your Excellency the serious plight with which the 
poorer classes of this community are faced owing to 
the recent increase in the cost of living. 

The House are of opinion that the Government 
should take early steps to consider means of reducing 
import duties on certain essential items of food and 
other commodities and the reduction of margins of 
profits secured by wholesalers and big retailers on 
cc-rtain of these. 

The House would observe that the imposition of 
a purchase tax on non-essential items and the in- 
creased revenue resulting from a bigger sugar crop 
and a bigger price for same .;rill offset to some extpnt 
the loss in revenue occasioned by the proposed re- 
duced duties. 

Nr.  GODDARD : To enquire of the Senior 
Member of the Executive Committee prwent at the 
next meeting of the Rouse of Sssemb1y:- 

1. Uoes the Government intend to take steps-TO 
straighten tne road a t  the I-Iarmony lQaK 
Bend on the St. Lawrence Road 1 

2 .  Is the Government aware of the great ~oluille 
of water whlch remains on this rsad at thc 
Harmony Hall Bend after rain to the m- 
convenience of the travelling public ' ! 

3.  If the Government does not intend t* t a 
straighten the road a t -  this point, will the 
Government direct the Director of Highways !t 
and Transport to construct pmper tlraiils 
to remove the nuisance mentioned in ques- 
tion 29 

Mr. MOTTLEY: To enqnire of the Senior t. 
bxernber of the Executive committee present at the 
uext meeting of the House of Assembly :- 

l. In  I-irn cif tLe official con~inunications and 
correspondence which have appeared in the 
Press in  connection with the Petroleutr: Act 
1950, will the Government give the follo~ring 
information ? 

(a )  How were applications inrited f o r  
licences to prospect for oil? 

(b)  How were applications made 1 
(c) Has the Ancillary Rights Connms- 

sion been set u p ?  
(d )  If not, why not? 
(e) Haw any Regulations beell made 

under the Act ? If the answer is in 
the negative, is i t  the iutention 
Goverim~mt to make any Eegula- 
tions and if not, why not? 

( f )  Has any money been paid by (&IJ 
Corporation into the Publis 
Treasury of this Island? 

( g )  If so, under what authority has 
such money been paid and received? 

2 .  Will Government publish as soon as possible 
the text in full of the licence issued by Government 
to Gulf Corporation 2 

3 .  Will Government make a full disclosure of 
the terms of the Licence giren to the British Union 
Oil Co. in respect of natural gas? 

Mr. GODDARD: To enquire of the Senior Mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee present at the next 
meeting of the House of Assembly :- 

l. Ha\ Government received a request for 
back pay from the casual workers and rock blasters 
employed by Transport Board and by the Contractor 
for supplying stones? 

2.  Will the Goverilment gire consid~ration to 
the claim of these workers to receive back pay on 
the same basis as that already paid to casual workers 
employed by the Government ? 

BILL READ A FIEST TINE 

0 u  the motion of Nr.  ADAMS seconded by l?\lr 
P. L. WALCOTT, a Bill to amend the Cinematograph 
Film Censorship Act. (1940-20) is read a first t in?. 
time. 

JIB. SPEAKER TO ATTEND OPENING O F  
N E T  H O r S E  O F  COMMONS j 

l 
X r .  SPEAKER : I have the honour to inform 

the House that I have received an invitation f om the 
Speaker of the House of Commons to be resent 
at the ceremonial opening of the new Rous of Com- 
nlons on the 26th of October this year. I have 
accepted the invitation which is also extend d to Mrs 
Husbands and I think I should give this R use early 
notice of this proposed visit to the United Kingdom 
in Oetoben. This visit mill mean that shall ba I; 
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away in England for the last ~ w o  weeks in October 
and  1 hape that later toaday honourable mcemb.er 
will ask that I be granted the necessary leave. 

Mr. ADAMS : May I on behalf of the members 
of tne liouae say how happy we are to know that 
Your kionour has been invlted to attend tne ceremoujr 
to whwh you have referred. The Mother of l'arlia- 
menw in the Brltish Empire and Commonwealth has 
been for thc whole worlu so great a symbol of par- 
liamentary democracy that we, who pride ourselves 
on being so close behind in point of time as a Repre- 
sentative Assembly, have a twofold p l w u r e  in  know- 
ing that we shall have participated in  the ceremony 
o t  the opening of the resuscitiated and rebuilt House 
of Commons. We feel sure, Sir, that the dignity sf 
thls House will be maintained and, even at  the r i s ~  
of appearing insular, I may add the respect which is 
c:ue to the House of Assembly of Barbados, because, 
of ~ t s  age and unbroken traditions, will be shown, I 
am sure, to you, Sir, and, through you, to the rest of 
the members of this Honse. I fecl sure that the 
House will in a more appropriate form show its 
appreciation before Your Honour leaves to attend 
this ceremony. We look forward to your being there 
and to your return and in my felicitations I should 
like to add our congratnlations not merely to you but 
to your wife who, as your wife, is being invited to 
this ceremony. 

Mr. ALLDER enters the House and takes his seat. 
Mr. WILKINSOK : Mr. Speaker,-We feel that 

the invitation to attend the opening of the new House 
of Commons is an honour uot only to you and Mrs. 
Rusbands but also to Barbados and particularly this 
House. We are delighted, Sir. that you are able to 
fiee your way to accept the invitation. If I may add 
a word about expense I feel sure that every member 
of this House will, as the senior member for St. 
Joseph has said, on some other occasion show his 
appreciation in a more practical form. (Hear, hear 
and cheers.) Sir, I do not think I can Tar much more. 
1 repeat that we arc dclighte,l and I know that 
every member of this Hons. v i l l  wish von and Mrs. 
I-Iusbands a safe journey to  En~ lan r l  and hack t : 
Barbados 

Mr. MOTTLET : Air, Speaker,- I understand 
that the l3ri.tish Government usually plays tranrporta- 
tion expenses in matters of this sort but in view of 
the fact that this is an honour not only to Your Hon- 
our but also to this House I am voicing the feeljnq 
of every member on this side of the table r h e n  I say 
that we would be milling to support a Resolution 
which has for its object the defraying of expenses 
whicb Your Honour will have to incur apart from 
transportation expenses. Having done some travel- 
ling myself I know that i t  will be incumbent upon 
Your Honour to undergo certain expenses and, there- 
fore, I hope that the Government will send to this 
House a Resolution for an appropriate sum to assist 
you and Mrs. Husbands in defraying the necessary 
unforeseen expenses which you will have to incur. I 
know that you will return with greater experience to 
guide the destinies of this House and we wish you a 
happy time in England and a safe journey back to 
Barbados. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must sav that my wife and 
I are very grateful for the kind wishes which have 
been expressed to us and 1 hope that I shall be a 
worthy representativr of thi.: ancient Honse of Assem- 
bly. 

COMMITTEE O F  STTPPLY. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order stands ia, the 

name of the honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph.-To move the Honse into Committee of Sup- 

ply to consider the grant of sums of mone'y for the 
service of the Government. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
F. L. WALCOTT, Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the 
ilouse goes into Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH 
being in  the Chair. 

RESOLUTION TO SUPPLY EMERGENCY RELIEF FUNDS 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman,-This Resohi- 
tion is for the sum of $10,000 to make sure that funds 
are available in the event of damage caused by hur- 
ricane or by calamity which, t h o ~ g h  not quite as 
serious as a hurrciane, is of the sort which would neces- 
sitate the giving of immediate relief. As the adden- 
dum states, this proposal includes provision of funds 
to assist the Central Relief Organization and the 
Parochial Relid Committees in obtaining necessary 
equipment and funds to allow for  the distribution of 
food and medical supplies'before the arrival of a storm. 
As honourable members know, nothing is perfect. It 
was discovered, last September ,that in many  instance^ 
the Relief Committees made no move to clo any- 
thing, - although they knew that flood damage 
was likely to  have taken place,-on the ground 
that no provisiou liad been made beforehand. One 
of the objects of this Resolution is to provide equip- 
ment and make funds availdble for the provision of 
food and medicai supplies a t  strategic points bdore 
a storm actually hits the island. It is proposed that 
the $10,000 should be divided into three sections- 
A. Grants at the approach of the Hurricane Season; 
B. Reserve for a period of Threakvt; anu C. Reserve 
for use after the disturbance. It is to be noted that 
the money in respect of C will be expended only if 
damage is actually caused. Honourable memberb 
may feel that it is a wad1 m o u n t  but  they will 
realize a t  the same time that the idea is to have some- 
thing ready (for the first refugees, if I may so call 
them. I do not think that I need say more. The 
addendum is very full and elrplains the objects of the 
Resolution. I beg to move that this Resolution do 
~ o w  pass. 

Mr. COX : I beg to second that. 
Mr. DOWDINQ enters the House and takes his 

seat. 
Mr. LEWIS: This is a very worthy Itcsolutlon 

to have money ready, in case of damage to property 
and, perhaps, loss of life resulting from a storm. But, 
Sir, this Resolntion will depend, to a great extent, ou 
the information you get about the approach of a hur- 
ricane and I should like to d r a v  the Government's 
attention to a notice appearing in the local Press to  
the effect that some amateur meteorological station 
is to be set up for  the purpose of getting informatiorr 
about a, hurricane. I would like t o  ask the Govern- 
ment not to forget that i t  was blamed on the last 
occasion for not suplplying information about the 
approaching storm. I t  may be very good to have 
amateurs bnt the Government should see to it that  it 
supervises this amateur set-up or have its own 
reliable form of getting the information. Certainly 
in this area there must be already in  existence 
stations for the purpose of locating a hurricane and 
giving reliable information about it, but, Sir, if the 
Government sits quietly by and allows people to get 
that inf~rniation from whatever source they get it 
and a responsible government officer like the 
Director of Agriculture who has to see after the 
distribution and spending of this money i.; associatrd 
with this amatenr set-up, the public will naturally 
aay that the Government ha$ something to do with the 
set-up and if i t  occurs again that  the people are told, 
from whatever source, that the danger is passed and 
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they can go back to their houses in the flooded area, 
the Government 1s going to be biamed as tney were 
biamed on the last occasion. The notice to w~lich 1 
reler ouiy appeared quite recently in the local news- 
papers, and I see that the llirector oi Agriculture 1s 
sssociated with it-his name was put down as Mr. 
C. U. Mkeete. %'he next thmg is this: l n  havmg lunds 
of thls sort distributed by parochial bodies li suppose 
i t  \vould mean that you have to distribute them every 
year aiid I am asking the Government to give an 
undertaking that a statement of the accounts and the 
spendmg of these funds by the parochial bodles will 
be laid on the table of thls House This House pa,sed 
an Address sometlme ago in reply to a Xessage lrom 
His Excellency the Governor concerning the Scnooiw 
Pool Association and I believe that in that connec- 
tion audited accounts of that Association were to be 
laid on the table of this House every six months. I t  
may have escaped my attention but I do not think that 
any such statement has been laid on the table of this 
House for some time. That is something which I con- 
sider is a breach of faith. It is not provided for in 
the laws of the Island but i t  was definitely stated 
that those were terms on which we would utilize the 
funds accumulated under the Schooner Pool Author. 
ity, that is to say, the House should be able to know 
what was happening. There is such a fund known a: 
the Revolving Fund in connection with the process 
ing factory and one single statement has been render 
ed to this House about that Revolving Fund. We arc 
the representatives of the people and, as such, wt 
should know something about these various Fundr 
and statements explaining how the money has beer 
spent should be laid on the table of this House a 
least in the month of F e b r ~ a r y  each year. I saj 
February because I do not think the House would bt 
prorogued during the consideration of the Estimates 
I must say that provision of these funds in advancc 
is a very good thing. Private collections are mad( 
when occurrences s ~ c h  as a hurricane take place an( 
people say that they get no information as tc 
whether or not the money which is collected has beer 
distributed. It is well to talk these things and I an 
warning the Government not to open itself to blamc 
through any oversight on its part. 

Mr. ALLDER: It would appear as if this Reso 
lution to grant money to the va r io~s  Bodies to bl 
spent in  case an emergency takes place is farsighted 
but i t  does not appear so farsighted, Sir, inasmucl 
as all those persons who have suffered losses durinl 
the last hurricane have not yet been compensate( 
nor given assistance as was promised to them. I do no 
mean those persons who have lost household effect 
or those owners whose houses have been partly dam 
aged. I am speaking of some cases where a f e ~  
houses were totally demolished as the result o 
the weather and whose occupants have had t 
seek shelter at  their relatives and friend5 
Shortly after the incident in AugwLSeptembw 
1949, funds were granted to the various Committee 
in the parishes. Those funds, I am told, Sir, wer 
exhausted and I was told that there was a promis- 
by Government to forward a further sum to complett 
the reconstruction of those homes which were des 
troyed. Many of you may have seen pictures in thc 
Barbados Advocate some months ago and include( 
in those pictures was one set of householders, num 
bering over twelve, whose house-I am sure becars 
1 saw it  - was totally demolished and the spo 
has since become an area for growing vine 
and pevner trees. That is enough to give you : 
true ~ i c t u r e  of the situation. These people are stil 
putting up at their friends and the house in whicl 

qey now live is no bigger than 14 it. X S ft. 1 alu 
ure that when l last visited the dlstrict about l'i 
ersons were occupying that house and after seeing 
mse pictures in the Press I had a feeling that 
lovernment would have seen them too )and would 
ave been urged, as a result, bo take immediate action. 
'o-day the situation is the same. I do not know, Sir, 
5 the Government intends to ful6l its promise nor 
o I h o w ,  Sir, what is resp~nsitde for the1 keep-back 
ut I do say, Sir, that those people are seeing very 
ard. The conditions under which they have been 
orcecl to live-now nearly a year-are becoming un 
edrable liot only to the people immediately concernt$ 
U: to others who know the conditions and who dis- 
lire t o  see people forced to undergo conditions that 
re below normal standards of living. I am hcqing, 
iir, that since the Government has seen fit to  prepare 
or what it considers the inevitable, it will b ~ t  &bout 
o remedy that ill which has the tendency to grow 
areater. This is not an isolated case in the parish 
d St. John, Sir, but the're m e  serveral others :of a 
imilar nature a d  some of a lesser nature. There is 
mother case of which I would make mention and thiv 
s an old woman who lived in Welch Village :ed whose 
Louse has been blown down. She has had to seek 
rheltm at a friend. The friend has decided that she 
annot keep her any longer, due to the lack of proper 
bcilities. and the parish authorities have had to take 
ier and send her to the a,lmshmse. That woman is 
m old to get means whereby she can put her house 
lack in a habitable condition land she either has to 
lepend on the good graces of the Government or the 
ocal Authority in the parirish who feels that the Gov- 
hrnment iwm promised to repair these houses so that 
he people can go back into them. Sir, I have 
Ieen investigating from the Authorities in the 
~a r i sh  whether funds were released to them and they 
hame told me that up to this minute they have not 
leen able to hear anything from Ithe Government. I 
30 not want to s a y  much more. I tfeel that this Govern- 
ment should be a generous Government and I stiII feel 
that it wrvuld do whatever lies in its power Ito help 
people in straitened circumstances, unless Borne great 
hindrance steps in its way. I am still of the opinioc 
that it mould try to live up to expectations. I do not 
know, Sir, if it is ai case of fbrgetfulness. I raither 
feel that it is that rather than a going-away from it8 
promises. The public still has its eyes open to see atha 
full effects and the &stance which were promised 
by the Government in  September, 1949. towards the 
sufferers who met l o w s  during the hurricane. They 
are still waiting. I too am waiting. If there is the 
intention to help :ad1 who are really in  need of assin- 
tance, there is the feeling that too much time 
is taken before such assistance is  e h n d e d  and it also 
gives the feeling that when small people are to benefit 
at the hands of the Government they have to wait 
very long, contrary to the case of others who are more 
able to bear the inconvenience when they want assis- 
tance than those people who are known to be poor and 
mable to help themselves. I do not know if the sueqes- 
tjon is going to  be made khat the Labour Welfare 
funds can be drawn upon by these people. If that is 
the case, Sir, I would agree to it if the m e r s  of 
these houses were younger people and are still work- 
ing; but k h k r  are in the vicinity of 70 to 80 years 
3f age and therefore they have retired already from 
work; they have only to depend on the charitable 
dispo4tion of their friends and relatives, An honour- 
able member has aqked "What about old age 
pensions?" That is something far  from the point 
because we know how m a l l  that is and if would be 
unwise to think that the recipient of an old age nension 
rould b e  able to repair or build a house with the 
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pension which he or she gets. They cannot even repair 
their bodies furthermore their houses and therefore, 
Sir, I would like the Leader of the Government to 
clarify the situation, not only for the benefit of this 
House but also for the benefit of the sufferers, of the 
people who are responsible for the carrying out of 
the relief schemes in the parishes, and of the public 
generally. 

Mr. NAPP : Mr. Chairman-I think we are 
pleased that the Qovement  is adopting the Scout 
Motto "Be Prepared" and has taken steips to provide 
this meam of relieving any situation that is likeiy 
to arri~e from a, hurricane. But, Sir, I think th<: 
Government will agree that it is far more necessary 
to have a quick and efficient system of relief by the 
establishment of organizations in the pariqhes which 
could act with the ma~rnum. of speed when any such 
situation arises. It is because of that that I draw to  
the Government's atitention that it has been reliably 
told to me that in the constituency which I represent 
there is some difficulty m regards the Committee set 
up in that parish to  look after sufTerers from a storm. 
I hope, Sir, that the Governmenb will take steps to 
make sure that all mch dif6culties are smoothed out 
and that these Committees are able to function as 
smoothly and as efliciently as possible. Thifj is o d y  
the first step to help in the various parishes in c a ~ e  
of an emergency of this nature. Other steps We alao 
very vital in a matter of this sort, and I hope that 
these Committees which are set up will be able to aot 
with the pewssary speed and that no difEculty will 
be put in their way, either by persons on the spot or 
other persons, in carrying through their various func- 
tions. I ju& throw it outr to the Government for the 
sake of the people who will be adTected by any difficult 
WBTI&~ of these organizations and I trust that the 
Go~eamnent will make sure *at the way is made 
smooth snd that everything is done to ensnre 
speedy relief if and when any such calamity occurs 

Mr. DOWDINla: Mr.  Charimatn,Tust in me 
f 

it is thought that all of us on this side of the HOW 
are happy over this matter I will join with t,hme on 
that side who have voiced their criticisms. I believe 
that this Resolution before us is the outcome of a 
letter, written by the Vestry of the parish of St. 
George in September last year in which it was ppinted 
out that it was u s e h  to set up as o r g a h G o n  in 
a parish if the organisation at the centre has no 
policy, Sir, .that letter was written sometime in 
September last year and no reply was received by the 
Vestry of St. George until early this  yea^ when we 
were sent a letter asking us to form a Hurr'icane 
R'elief C o d t t e  and we replied that w_e regretted 
rery mmh that we would not be able to form a H&- 
cane Relief Committee unless the point raised in  oqr 
letter of September, 1949, was noted and some agree- 
ment made about it. I must say h t  as far as the 
majority of the points which we raised is concerned, 
the Government has done its best to see that if we 
have an occurrence elf a similar nature, those points 
which we raised in our letter will no longer exist. 
Sir, when we look at this Resolution we are told 
that i t  covers the necessary organisation in the event 
of a hurricane or storm. One of the points the Vestry 
of St. George raised was the fact that there was no 
+provision for the distribution a£ food and medical 
supplies after it had been known that there was R 
storm approaching and the warning was given. I see 
that this Resolution attempts to ~olve that problem by 
allmaiting the sum of $500 as a grant to the Director 
of Agriculture. That means, Sir, that the key situation 
of having food available to the parishes will be left i n  
the hands of the Director of Apriculturc 
and the Director of Agriculture only. Now 

ce in the parish of St. George do not think that that 
cill meet the necesaly cases. I t  is our opiniona that 
nimediately aiter the ccuutionaiy warning is given, 
ood should be distributed regardless of whether the 
Iirector of Agriculture has some whim or some desire 
,r some thought vhich he may think best and I would 
ike the hoiioura;ble Leader of the House to ponder 
.u this question because leaving the matter in  the 
,an& of the Director elf Agriculture is, in our 
tpiniun, not the correct procedure. It should be a 
iefinite rule that after a cautionary warning is given 
hese food supplies and medical supplies shall be 
listributed at such and such point; and not purely 
a d  simply leave i t  to one man to decide the fate of 
b m a n d s  of people. I think, Sir, that this is putting 
,oo much on one man,-a responsibility which we a l l  
hould shoulder. Now, Sir, if this islrand is struck by 
L hurricane accompanied by a tidal wave, the tidal 
mave will obvio~sly damage the greater part of Bridge- 
;own and, as the result, the greater part of the food in 
bhe island. And we who would be blessed by being 
farther in the hills would be in a position where we 
would be in the hills without any food. Well, Sir, I 
stress that point both from the point of view of food 
2nd from the point of view of medical supplies. I re- 
peat that as soon as the cautionary warning is given, 
no hesitation should be made in getting foodstuffs a i d  
medical supplies to strategic points at a higher level 
than Bridgetown. And the amount of $500 does seem 
inequitable as  far as the necessary fbod and medical 
supplies are concerned. Leaving that point, Sir, I 
would like to join those members who have already 
spoken in respect of what existr to-day as the  after- 
math of the storm last year. I n  the parish of St. 
George, after a great deal oif hard work and the we&- 
ing out of shoe l a t h e r  'by the parochial authoriti* 
a complete list of the damage done to all the houses 
in St. George was prepared lqnd forwarded to th,e 
Central Authority. Some time elapsed and we eventn- 
tlly received a letter picking out certain people's 
names from the complete list which we had sent to 
the Government and it was notable that those names 
?orresponded with the bmallest amounts in doll- 
and cents on the right side of the sheet. And that 
letter told us specifically &at the money which was 
given was to be used for those houses picked out by 
Government, naming the persons in  question. Mir, that 
has been done but in a number af cases where there 
was complete destruction no help has been forthcoming 
up t o  to-day. Well, Sir, what is the use of appointing 
a Hurricane Relief Committee in each of the parishes 
and giving them the trouble of collecting all the 
cletails as to how many feet of timber, how many 
bundles of shingles are required (for the repair of the 
houses,-a job which takes up the better part of a 
whole day to accompish and having aficomplished it. 
t~ find that all your work has been in vain t c l  h 
extent of 90 per cent? Unless an organization is set 
u p  whereby these Committees who are only too willing 
to help can be guaranteed that the work they haire 
going to do and are willing to do will be worth 
while and will come to fruition, the s ~ i r i t  which thorn 
people displayed in the past must of necessity wane. 
I do appeal t o  the Government to try to get &is 
matter cut and dried, so that the Central Orgmizrl 
tion will know what it has to do, what is going to 
happen and when these Committees are formed in 
the parishes they would be able to know what lka 
to work upon. I end by hoping that I will hear some- 
thing about what is being done about the remainder 
of the list of houses damaged in the parish of SC. 
George which, I believe, Sir, may probably have had 
a fate like the letter of September, 1949, that is, 



pigeon-holed and not answered until they were told 
that we will form no Committee unless that l e a k  is 
enswered. Pelihaps i t  mill be necessary for the Housz 
to use presswe of some sort to find out what hau 
bappeiied to that letter in the hands of the Govern- 
ment stating how many houses and the amount ol 
damage that was done in ltrhe parish of St. George. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman,-I should like to 
make a point which P should have made a little whik 
ago when I was speaking. A member of the Hui~icrase 
Relief Committee in  the parish of St. John has told 
ms thak they have received communicatioll from tihe 
Colonial Secretary to rent a house for Ella Small a d  
her family whose house was totdly destroyed but 
there were stiipulatiolw- in the lether which compelled 
them not to go above an average stim per week and 
I have been told that the Committee s m  ched uround 
the parish and cotdd not find a house which would 
ke cheap enough to meet t.le requirements of the 
Government. There was one hou% which was avail- 
qble and that is I large, wall house a t  $30 per month 
and, therefore, no house was rented for this familj-, 
they have to co~ t inue  to live with a relative. I thought 
l should mention tbat point because I do not want 
any misunderstanding. The Committee said tP at they 
could not get a house for the: amount to which they 
were limited and they were unable, for the lacd of 
funds, to rent the only house which was arAiubli 
at  that time but is not iavailable at  present. 

Mr. ADAX3 : The senior member for St. John 
would be disappointed if I did not reply but I do not 
intend to reply a t  any great length to him. I invite 
him to go and read the debates when this subject was 
last debated and he will diecover that I pointed out 
to him that his parish was better treated than an!- 
other parish. Acting bona jide, the Churchwarden m£ 
the parish of 1st. John had even gone furt2ii.r thau 
what was the policy of the Government. 31~.  B. L 
Barrow was energetic and had done repairs and re- 
buildings on a large scale before he knew the sum or 
money which the Government contenlplated giriny 
to anybody. He t v a ~  t d d  to go ahead and 1 iny~elf 
went witb him and Rlessrq. Greenidge and Clarke, the 
two Guardians, on more than one occasiou to th! 
Colonial Secretary. I n  short more attention had bee11 
paid to them because they were energetic to get. i ~ )  
touch with the Government and me than any other 
parish. So, i t  was not a question of neglect. The Gov- 
ernment deplores, more than anybody else, the fact: 
that all houses which were completely demolished 
have not been put back, with the excrption of those 
in St. Michael, in the position they were in b e f o ~ , ~  
the storm. The honourable member referred to Ella 
Small whme house was 22ft long by I f  feet wide by 
8 feet high. Its estimated value before the storm was 
9230. The parochial authorities submitted a claim for 
$330 but representatives oif the Public Works Depart- 
ment went and looked a t  it and recommended tha: 
i t  should be rebuilt a t  a cost of $295. So. in her case 
it is not a question of ignoring the claim. I repeat that 
the  people whose houses (could be repaired have had 
their houses repaired. The people whose houses have 
been completely demolished or  washed r,wa;v--a 
proper high wind could h a ~ ~ e  blown some of them 
down-have not yet, as fa r  as parishe. other thax 
Ft. Michael are concerned. been attended to. I an1 
saying this quite deHberatel5-: The Secretariat is 
absolutely overwhelmed with work and one of the 
reasons why those honses which have been completely 
c?emolished have not pet been attended to is the lack 
of staff in the Secretariat The honourable senior 
member for St. John sneers; he is one of those who 
turned down the suggestion that the Government 

diould get someone from the Colonial Office to asslst 
In the work in the Colonial Secretary 'S office. 
W course, i t  is the right of the House to be ~i ~ i i a ~ ~  
and obstructive if it has the votes but  do not, when 
an attempt is made to re-organize the Secretariat, 
prevent the Government from having i t  staft'ed be- 
cause of the stupid feeling that only a Barbadian 
can do anything, and m the niearitme the work piles 
up. One of the things which the Governlnent con- 
templates in  the case of houses which have beeu 
entirely destroyed is to give the owners permission 
to obtain credit from lumber yards anu let them 
pay back to the Government, over a period of tmie, 
the drfference between the vaiue of thcrr houses be- 
fore they were destroyed and the value of the new 
houses. That seems to me to be a matter wortliy pf col;- 
s~deration. I n  the case of the parish of St. Xichael, it 
was fortunate that we had 32 houses a t  the k'me 
available. There mere 28 people booked ior these 
houses but the storm came along and l i e  shifted the 
people from Delainare Land to these houses. 1 re. 
peat that St. John was the most fortunate of all the 
parishes. Take the case of Doreen Haynes. Her 
house was n-ashed away; a claim was submitted for 
$75 by the parochial authorities and a new house was 
built for her in  Wakefield Yard. As I said, the 
parochial authorities in St. John jumped atlead 
quicker than other parochial author~ties a i d  did 
things of that sort to help the people. I have not 
gone through the list thoroughly but my recollection, 
as regards the parish of St. John, is that Doreen 
Ilaynes's house was not the only oue that was rebmlt. 
To show that the Government is vezy anxio+us 
about the entire situation I was very glad of the 
opportunity afforded me by the junior member for 
St. Andrew last week to go to the parish of St. 
Andrew with him and see with my own eyes the 
p~si t ion of the unfortunate people whose houses were 
flattened out in that uarish. I n  some of these cases 
people have been livini for man:- pears in honses that 
are too old to bc repaired. I t  did not take much 
to destroy some of these houses. l t  would be a11 
utter waste of money to repair some of these houses. 
They have to be rebuilt and, therefore, they come 
within the category of the houses to be rebuilt. R e  
are worlring in the matter On Sunday last T was 
in the parish of St. Joseph visiting some of these 
houses-the junior member for St. Jloseph mas 
somewhere else a t  the time land was not wailable-. 
and I pointed out to the people that the Government 
is actively engaged in formulating a policy to deal 
with the houses which have been demolished. Hon- 
oarable membem should, instead of attacking the &v- 
ernment, ask what is the policy of the Govergme~s. 
Part  of that policy is to use the o~ganization which has 
been established under Mr. Haynes for  the lending of 
Labour Welfare funds instead of setting up a fresh 
organization for this purpose. I have as'ked pne or 
two members whether they think that the 
work could be more efficiently done - in thah 
way rather thtan by the Vestries and their 
advice is to do i t  that way. The senior member 
for St. John says that we would not help these 
poor people. Let me ask the honourable member 
thie: What iq the use of d&ng  a sbtement of that 
sort only for our unlistening ears? I t  is not going 
to appear in the Advocate; it is not going to appear 
in the Beacon and these poor people cannot afford 
to buy a copy of the Offibial Ca,zette to read the 
honourable member's speech. I clo assure him that 
the last thing this Government w'ants to see is another 
September's rain come along without these people 
harins been helped. Of pourse, thp Government is 
still hopeful that all plantation owners with soft 
hearts and all those who are concerned with the 



workiilg of plantations will start to buiid housec 
and rent them to labourers on easy terms. I saic 
a mouient ago that the junior member for St. An- 
drew and 1 inspected mauy houses in the parish 
of St. Andrew last week and I was surprised a t  the 
condition of many of the houses - houses t h r o u g ~  
any ~pai-t of which you could almost push your 
finger; houses in which you would not put  a 
pedigreed goat or sheep if you hacl one. Of 
eourse. I have no doubt that the big landownem in 
St. and re^^, by private ei~terprise, will help the 
Government to solve the problem as 1i1w as Ss. 
Andrew's parish 1s concerned. St. George, of courge, 
is notorious for  being always in the vanguard when 
i t  comes to the formulating of schemes. We wouJd 
be really net-wits - to use a favourite expression 
of tile junior member for St. Philip - if we diu 
not do our best to t ry  to get roofs over these people'? 
heads ancl did not anticipate the possibility 01 
meeting mith a similar caliarniity nest  month or in 
August or September this year. As far  as the remarks 
of the junior meniber for  St.  George are concerned 
I must confess that after listening to him and even 
sometime before, I felt as he feels labout this discre- 
tionary {power being given t o  the Director of Agn- 
culture and the Director of Nedical Services and I 
shall report to the Government m d  shall take into 
consideration his commentq becanv it does seem that 
i t  would be better to send food and medical supplies 
to every parish so that i t  could be distributed to 
centres rather than wait to use discretion at a time 
when communisations are bad. I may say that i t  is 
the best constructive contribution I have heard the 
honourable member make in any debate in the lasr 
two years (Smiles). I am sure that the Government 
will give i t  considemation beoause I think it is a very 
good ideal. 

Mr. QARiSER : Mr. Chairlnan-i should say 
that on the last occasion when we had $a storm the 
Government acted vdry quickly in  aEording somo 
sort of relief to the sufferers but the Government 
also failed to do certain things, as the senior meuber 
for St. John has said, and I agree with hiq'. For 
instance, those houses which were tompletely de 
molished have not been attended to as yet. All I 
em say is that perhaps the Governmen* is too bus: 
but while the Government may be too busy these 
people have no houses in which to live and a c  
civilized Government should want to see peaplc 
thrown on the streets and have to depend on charity. 
So while the Government has mrried out oertai~i 
obligations in this respect, one vital obligation re- 
mains, thlat is, to give these people whose houses have 
been completely demolished some sort of homes. Gov- 
ernment i i  bound to do those things, especially whcli 
the damage and suffering are cansed by an act of 
Nature. Food and shelter are essential things which 
human beings must have. 1 know that the housing 
problem in this Comtry is a serious one and God 
help the people if what occurred in  August-Septem- 
her last year occurred again this pear! I am fearful 
and T pray God that we shall never see that in  
another 100 years. If we get a d o v n ~ o u r  like that 
of last p a r ,  a lot of the houses that are standing now 
will not be standin?. I am not z n j n  to make a 
long speech to-day, but I should like to say that I 
think the Government has an op~or tuni tv  to amelior- 
ate the condition of these people. There is the 
Labour Welfare Fund which the Government can 
utilize for this purpose. W is a big problem to 
tackle hilt me need to tackle It. There is a lot of 
work to be done. Sometimes whea these problems 
come b~fo re  me T do not know what tq Ear. T do not 

lrnow i t  other people are taking them as seriously as 
l do. It is about time we stop rehabilitating the sugar 
industrg and attend to the housing problem in this 
Country or at  least the sugar manufacturers can do 
with less than what they are g~t t ing .  You are giving 
to Labour Wellare l e s  than what you are giving the 
augar manufacturers and the labourers are really 
inore in  need of rehabilitation than the sugar fac- 
tory owners. Again, to give this sort of assistance 
to only agricultural laboqrers is another fallacy b* 
cause i t  1s not only the agricultural labourers but 
also people in all walks of life who cannot repair 
their homes. The factory owner can do with less 
machinery and can still go on grinding his canes and 
nlaking money. There are people who have lye 

homes a t  all and we cannot wait until we get a 
flood to help those whose homes are in  need of repair 
to repair them. What is more is that the price of 
lumber has gone beyond the financial ability of the 
people to rebuild or repair their homes. I n  my opin- 
loll the Government can embark upon the housing 
scheme became i t  has something with which 
i t  can start. If there are S400,000 to th2 
credit of the Labour Welfare Fund, the Govern- 
lilent can put another £400,000 with that amount, 
establish its own Department, import the materials 
and employ people who are on the spot to do the 
work. Have a real homing organisation and the 
Government would save a lot of money. I wish that 
home honourable members would really go into some 
of the slum areas in which poor people live and see 
the conditions under which they live. After a driz- 
zle of rain all the houses are wet inside and what 
i\ more is that some of the people have nowhere t r ~  
go; some have no closets, no baths. What sort of 
life do we intend that these people should live? We 
cannot go on like this forever. The Government 
will have to do something about this housing problem. 
I remember having an interview with s former &v- 
2rnor sometime ago and although I have nothing 
~ga ins t  Emigration I told him that I would put  emi- 
gration aside and deal with the housing problem 
because I know how serious i t  is in this Country. 
1 hope the Government will take heed of my remarks 
and will see to i t  that i t  does not only formulate 
schemes to lend people money. Some of those per- 
sons are going to gamble with the money that is lent 
to them, and the real people who want this money 
will not be able to get i t  becaust: they are not agri- 
cultural laborrers. You want a scheme whereby all , classes of labourers will be helped. This is a good 
start but we need something more comprehensive. 
Housing in this island is deplorable and i t  is going 
from bad to worse because I repeat that the prices 
of waterials mith which to build houses and the 
mire of labour have gone beyond the means of a cer- 
tain section of the community. If you doubt what T 
~ 1 1 1  ~ a r i i i g  t r ~ r  to repair a house and you will see 
what will happen to you. If  you estimate that a small 
iob mill cost $100. when v o ~  get through. the cost 
d l  be nearer 1400 than $100; so do not fool vour- 
wlves. 

THE CHATRMAN: I am sorry to interrupt 
the honourable member but you are straying from 
-he point. 

Ilfr. GARNER: All right, Mr. Chairman: if 
you say so I bow to your ruling. But  I should like 
to d ra~v  to vonr attention that the addendum states 
that "the object of the Resolution is to provide that 
fnndq are a~railable in the event of damage camed 
by a hurricane, storm or flooding, so that immediate 
relief can be given as necessarv," and i t  goes on 



t u  state what is proposed to be uow. ~ lousmg,  111 
~ , ly  ~ylnloii,  forms part of the Hesoiutlon. 

l ' l lG C~HA~K~VIAS:  I take 12 t h a t  "rmilieUiate 
rehe1 nouid be in che forin of food ailcl clothes. 

lkr. GANAhk: I f  L start to talk about food 1 
would talk all day because I know that there are 
many people who go to sleep hungry a t  night. But 
reverting to Housing I want to stress the point that 
the Government should establish an organization for 
the amelioration of the housing conclltions in this 
Country. The people are i n  dire need of houses. I 
have i n  my pocket now twelve applications from 
pemons to the officer ~~dministering the Labour Wel- 
rare Bknd for loans to repair their houses so that 
5 ou can see how serious the matter is. 1 hope that 
tile Government will g i ~ e  consideration to what 1 
have said and will endeavour to forniulate some 
schcwie whereby it call do something to help the poor 
people. 

Mr. ALLDER: The senior member for St. 
Joseph has suggested, in  the course of his remarks, 
that those housesn-hichwere totally dsstroyedwould 
be valued, that the owners would be paid the values 
of the houies ancl that if the case should arise where 
a new house is built, the owner has to pay the differ- 
cnce between the two values to the Government. Now, 
I want to point ont that there are some cases where 
people who haye suffered are not working, do not 
expect to work i11 the future, do not hare meaw 
whereby they can undertake any debts for lnmber 
with the Government or anybody else but still have 
a right to a reasonable existence-Mr. Cbiairman, may 
I ask you to ask the junior member for St. Thomae 
to let me speak?-I am saying, Sir, that unless you 
take these special cases into consideration your 
scheme will not give the satisfaction i t  should give 
to all and sundry. Thrrr arc cases where the own- 
ers of houses hare passed the working stage and can- 
not pay anything a t  all; therefore you should make 
special provision for the repair of their homes out 
of whatever fund you are to take it, in order to help 
them to live a happy old age. Another point, Mr. 
Chairman, is this: You cannot, everytime that the 
question is raised, suggest that the parish of St. 
John has been treated better than any other parish 
when you still have a great amol;nt of suffering 
to which no assistance whatever has been given. Sup- 
pose you went aronlid and gave assista~iee to 10.999 
persons out of 11,000 and left one exposed to the 
elements without sucgour, i t  is equal to tke situation 
where you cause an  infant in arms to be without any 
covering at  all from the elements. because some of 
these people are incapable of helping themselveb 
with ewn  a cup of tea far  less to repair or rebuild 
their houses. And i t  is unkind to suggest t t a t  honour- 
able members of this R o u e ,  when they come here 
and put the views of the people before the Assembly, 
are vote catching or doing this or that with an ulte- 
rior motive. There has never been any representa- 
tire of the people who did not fight by every means 
a t  his disposal to cause Government to do what he 
thinks should be done in the interest of the com- 
munity. I repeat that i t  is unkind to make such 
suggestions. We all know that the Advocate  has 
been considered and is considered to be 
a reactrionayy newspaper and I am snrprised 
to hear the senior member folr St. ,Joseph 
admit that the policy of the Beacon  is the same as 
that .)f the A&-ocate. But. Mr. Chairman, I disre 
rrard any if;alee imputations atout my actions in  this 
HOTJSP and I do not and will not attempt to obtain 
anv paternity from a newspaper like the Advocate .  
T shonld hate to know ththc day that its action., would 

iave any influence on my policy. It is a paper which 
;ometilaes gives the impress~on that i t  1s agalnst 
progress. There was a stark example in its publi- 
:ation a week ago in its discussion of a matter wliich 
took place in this House. The partiality which it 
jh01~d- 

At this stage, 2 p.m., Mr. SPEAKER resumes the 
Chair and adjourns the House until 2.45 p m .  in ac- 
:ordance with Rule 40 (a) .  

SUSPENSION O F  RULES 61 (a)  AND 61 ( b )  

On reassembling, 
Mr. ADANS : Mr. Speaker,-I ask leave to 

nove for the suspension ot Hules 61 (a)  and 61 (b) 
in order to continue Government Business. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
hon. member. 

Mr.  ADAMS;: I beg to move that Rules 61 ( a )  
and 61 (b)  be now suspended. 

Mr. h'. L. WALCOrl'T seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

REHUlIPTIOK O F  COMXITTEE OtF SUPPLY. 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment, the 
Pluuse was in Committee of Supply considering a 
kesolutlon to place the sum of $10,000 at the disposal 
of the Ciovernor-in-Bxecnt~ve C'ornmlttee to supple- 
ment the Estimates 1950-61, Par t  1, Current Esti- 
mutes, as shown in the Supplementary Estimates, 
1950-51, No. 4, which form the Schedule to this 
Resolution. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House 
resumed Committee of Supply, Mr.  SMITH being in 
the Chair. 

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE re  EMERGENCY REZIEB 
Mr. CHAIRMAN : When the House was in 

Committee of Supply before the adjournment, the  
hon. senior member for S t .  John was speaking on 
this Resolution. 

Mr. ALLDEB: I do not want to go on any 
tnrther wiith this discussion except to suggest to 
[he Government that those few people who are too 
3 l d  to go into any debt as regards the rebuilding of 
their houses, be given special consideration by the 
o n t  That I.\ to say. these people should 
:aw hack their houses a t  the expense of the Goverii- 
mrnt without hawing to pay any debt at their old age. 

Mr. FOSTER: The Leader of the Eouse has 
told us that he went down to St. h d r e w ,  that he 
has seen conditions for himself and he has seen that 
s deserving case has been made out. I am asking 
him to act speedily in  the matter. Last Thursday 
me of the people whose houses were damaged, was 
I-urnecl out of the Almshouse and it hurt  me to hear 
that the Churchwarden had told her that he has seen 
qeople living under worse conditions than those un- 
der which she has to live. The house is not habitable 
'or a dog; I would hate to see my dog living in  that 
house and I am asking the Government to speed u p  
1s fast as they can in improving the conditions. 

Mr. DOWDING: I must a t  this point ask fo r  
some assurance after Listening to the speech of the 
1011. senior member for St. Joseph. If we analyse that 
speech we can see that the hon. member was some- 
nhat in a dilemma; that is to say, he started off by 
blaming the House for the fact that the Secretariat 
clid not have enough staff to do the work which was 
given to it. and then he went on to say that the 
Government had thought of allowing people to get 
*redit from the various lumber yards, but that was 
l o t  the declared policy of the Government. On onp. 
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s r  two occasions he made suggestions ancl then quah- 
fied his remarks that i t  was not the declared policj 
.of the Government. Under those conditions, I am 
wondering what it is exactly that the Secretariat is 
working on; because if it has no policy to guide i t  
1 fail to see what i t  can be working on. 1 appeal to 
the hon. Leader of the House to declare some firm 
policy in connection with this matter. We can go 
back as f a r  a s  July, 1948, and see that there are 
still matters outstanding in connection v i t h  the 
damage done by the high winds that year. We want 
to have a definite policy one way or the other and 
then the Secretariat will be able to get ahead with 
the work. If the Secretariat has too much work to 
do and the hon. member will only let the House 
know, we will be willing to give the necessary staff 
so as to enable the work to be done. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
was put  and resolved i n  the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
F. L. WALCOTT, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing 
of one Resolution in Committee of Supply. 

Mr. SPEAKEEC resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

On motions of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. F. L. 
WALCOTT, in each case, the Resolution passed in 
Committee was read a first and second time and 
agreed to. 

RES0L;ITTION NOT ON THE ORDER PAPER 

l 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to deal with the 
Resolution which has been circulated because the 
matter is pressing. It came before the Executive 
Committee only on Thursday and we were informed 
that i t  is an urgent matter. I hope that the Rouse 
will agree to deal with it to-day. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
Eon. member. I 

Estimates, as shown in the Supplementary Estimates, 
1950-41, KO. 7, which form the Schedule to thi.; 
Resolution. This is one of those matters with 
which, I feel sure, the House will agree. This is 
an agricultural community and the danger of the 
root borer is very serious. The question of combat- 
ting the root borer by the hand collection of beetles 
has been carried on for some years and that has 
been more of a temporary nature. Beetles are 
colleicted and after the root borer has been combated 
the collecting of the beetles is more o r  less CEiscou- 
tinued and the pest takes root again. This Resolu- 
tion proposes to subsidize the planting community 
where the collection of beetles is concerned and 
moreover, to send the Entomologist to Queensland 
to see how the insecticide known as Cammaxane is 
used. While the collection af beetles is carried on. 
it is necessary that the Entomologist should go to 
Queensland and see for himself the use of this msee- 
tieide in soil which is similar to that of Barbados. 
What this really means to the agricultural com- 
munity is more than $6,800; I feel sure that this 
House will realise that the spending of this money, 
especially now that the sugar crop has been increas- 
ing, is worth while in  the interest of the community. 
I do not think i t  is necessary $or me to explaiu 
anything more and I beg to move that this Resolution 
do now pass. 

Mr. BBYAN: I beg to second that. 
Mr. DOWDING: I n  my turn  I must compli- 

m a t  the Government on the speedy effort they have 
made to get through with this matter. The situation 

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 AND 89 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask. leave to move for the sus- 
pension of Rules 88 and 89 so as to deal with this 
Resolution. 

There being no objection, leave was pan ted  the 
Ion .  member. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Rules 88 and 
89 be now suspended. 

Mr. COX seconded the motion which was agreed 
.to. 

COMM'ITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
is to move the House into Committee of Supply t c  
consider the grant of sums of money for  the service 
of the Government. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to move that 
Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the 
House go into Committee of Supply. 

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which vias agreed 
to. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the 'Chair land the Rouse 
went into Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being iq 
the Chair. 

SUPPLEPdENTARY VOTE .Te PROTECTION OF SUGAR CANE. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman,-Tbiq 
Resolution is one to place the sum of $6,800 at  the 
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee t o  
supplement the Estimates. 1950-51, Par t  I-Current; 

. - 

in respect of this-matter has become serious and it 
has become most noticeable within the last two yeam. 
Any observer or planter will have seen the hundreds 
of holes in the canes and that the ratoons are no? 
thriving; and on the removal of the stumps it has . 
been found that the root borer is the eause of the 
trouble. The collecting of beetles has been stopped 
in this island for a number of years and it is now 
hoped to return to this method of c o m b a t h  the 
root borer in  the interim while the ~ntomolo&t  is 
3ent to Australia to g a n  information as to the use 
3f this new insecticide which is being used extensively 
m that country. 1,f this matter is taken up  in  an:; 
way other than direct contact, I believe it would 
take probably a year before we could reach m y  
inal decision. By taking this step of sending the 
Entomologist direct to Queensland we hope to cut 
down that period by a few montbs. The damage 
done ,by these beetles is definitely on the u p w e  
snd while the use of the insecticide is being gone 
into, i t  is necessary that we also start in trying to 
:ontrol the pests as we did i n  the past by the hand 
collection of the beetles. I hope that this Resolution 
will have the appreciation of every honourable 
member. 

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: I was hoping for a 
little information as to whether after all these years 
the use of plarasltes for combating these pests has 
failed. We have been made to understand by the 
Agricultural Department that the correct method 
of dealing with the root borer beetle and certain 
other pests was by means of breeding parasites 
and liberating them into the canefields and that 
would prevent the pests from ever becoming s 
danger to the crop. I believe that on one occasion 
we sent away the Entomologist and got another kind 
of parasite and there was a discussion in  which the 
Entomologist claimed that the parasite should be 
different from the one which we were using. If i t  is 
a declaration of policy that the use of (parasites has 
failed, then I think we had better know that as soon 
as possible. Hitherto we have been told that we 



could rely upon the use of parasites. The next 
thing is this: Are we to understand that they a?; 
now trying out thi5 insecticide and is there any 
danger? JVhen you read a little about subjects of 
this nature you find that there is a great doubt 
anlong scientists as to whether in the use of this! 
insecticide to kill the pests you are not at  the same 
time injuring the soil. One uronld have thonght 
that an Entomologist as well paid as  ours would 
hardly need this trip to Australia to learn whether 
or not Gammaxalie is a good remedy against the 
pests. As a scientist of some eminence with all the 
matter that mould be put before him on the subjeci 
and v i th  all the clocuments which he could procurs 
on the d u e  of Gammaxane, one would have thought 
that he would have tried it for himself under 
Iocal conditiol~s rather than take t h i ~  long trip 
Australia and then tell you what he saw over 
there. In  a matt& of this sort the moi~ey will be 
voted because sugar is our only crop; but whii A 

there is the value of the hand collec.tion of the beetlps 
I think i t  should be considered whether it is not 
possible for the Entomologist to experiment with 
C;anunasane without having to go on such a long 
trip as this. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I cannot answer the 
liouonrable memba- in superlative terms; l can only 
anrlyer him as a layman. The same things which 
have occupied the hoilourable ii~embar's attel~tion 
have occupied the attention of the nLc.mbers 3f the 
Government; we all wanted to know if i t  was qot 
possible for the Entomologist to carry out' the 
experiment without taking this trip. The position 
is that where the experiment has already been car- 
ried out, they would have acquired knomledg~? 
nhich we have not acquired over here. I n  addition 
to seeing the experiment carried out the Entomolog- 
ist would be able to get experience which has; been 
gained in another country. It boils down to this; 
you have two people in two laboratories in different 
parts of the world; one has experience and he says 
to the other: "Come to me and let me give) you 
the 'reaction." The visit of the Entomologist to 
Qaeensland would enable him to gain the experience 
of those who have been in the field before him. 1 
repeat that the same things which occupied the 
1-onourable member's. attention have occupied the 
attention of the Executive. 

Mr. LEWIS : I n  connection with matters 
affecting the Department of Science and Agriculture 
coming before this House one has to be very careful 
in speaking, because the Head of the Department 
can get anything done. As far as I remember, ,it 
used to be the responsibility of this Department t o  
go around and eradicate the disease caused by the 
root borer; and relative to Love Vine, any individual 
who has i t  on his premises is responsible for report- 
ing it. As far  as I remember, an Act has been 
passed and we were told that the disease hacl, been 
eradicated and we could dispense with the services 
of those persons who used to be inspectors. A num. 
ber of ,people were chased out of the Depa&ment 
and there was a lot of difficulty in  getting compen- 
sation for them  after they had given 11, 12 land 13 
years' service. We are now told about, this damage 
and a special Resolution has been sent down in 
oonnection with it. I feel that in  a matter of  this 
sort you can only do what the Government' tells 
you to do, bPr.ause the sugar industry is like wateb 
and when you are told that the industry will be 
ruined you have to vote the money. As regards 
the collection of %he beetles. it is peculiar that that is 
mixed with the destruction of the rats in  connection 
vith which there have been serious advertisement4 

:arried recently. As regards this insecticide, I W 
wondering if literature on i t  is not all that would 
be necessary. If it is a question of spraying, it 
might be necessary to send somebody else along with 
the Entomologist-somebody who knows the econom- 
ic, of spraying--or send somebody out here to show 
as what is to be done. If i t  is the scientific part of 
the matter, the Entomologist would know about 
that already. 

Alr . NAPP : If this were not a question affeut- 
ing the sugar industry and the Government was 
sending out for somebody to advise it on something, 
the honourable junior member for  St. George 
would have said that  we are bringing in  an expert. 
Kow that we are sending out an expert, he praises 
the Government and says i t  is a wonderful idea. 
We expect tha t ;  as  long as i t  is a question affect- 
ing the sugar industry, the honourable member will 
hack this proposal fully. The person who is at  the head 
of the Department will always back t h e ~ e  schemes. Thc 
fornier Director of Agric~~lture is now responsible for 
the polarisation of sugar which used to be carried on 
t y  the Government and there has been a loss to the 
Government. As regards the collection of beetles, it is 
proposed that a subsidy be paid and that is fixed 
a t  25 cents a pint estimating the total cost of collec- 
tion to be between 40 and 75 cents a pint, and i t  
is estimated that $2,000 will be spent this year in 
subsidizing the collection of about 4,800,000 beetles. 
VTe find that the Government is paying one-third 
of the amount for the collection of these beetles; I 
take it that the sugar industry is already subsid- 
ized and I do not see why the sugar planting com- 
munity should not be paying a greater amount for  
collecting beetles which are destroying their own 
property. I an1 not speaking about the Entomolo- 
gist g ,~ ing  to Australia if he has to go there to find 
ont how this insecticide is used, but I am sorry 
that we have to rush through this matter todaq 
and we cannot give i t  more consideration. I repeat 
that the Governnient is paying one-third of the 
amount for the collection of these beetles and this 
is too high a proportion to ask this Government to 
pay. T say that the most which the Governmell+ 
should contribute towards the collection of these 
beetles is $1,000. 

Mr. LEWIS: The point made by the honour- 
able member who has just sat down about the sugar 
industry taking revenue from this Government 
under an arrangement made by an ex-Director of 
Science and Agriculture is one which should be 
made very relevant to this Resolution. The same 
industry is asking the Government to assist them 
in the collection of beetles and it is not unreason- 
able to say that they should pay for collecting 
the beetler tlzrmselvw. The Government might 
pay for the same pint of beetles twice. If a consid- 
erable sum of money can be taken out of the Trea- 
sury under an  arrangement made by the sugar 
~;rodneers, I do not think that the,y should ham 
asked the Government to assist them in a matter 
of this sort right on the heels of such an arrange- 
ment. I think that this matter should be investi- 
gated and the position explained to the sugar 
p~.cducers I would not mention the figure becanw 
I would like to check it first. As I say, we have 
to ~ o t e  this money because the sugar industry is the 
life blood of the community and i t  is just like the 
water question: but the sugar producers should bp 
told that  they cannot take money out of the Trea- 
sury and still seek this protection a t  Government 
Expense. 

The clurstion that this Resolution do now pass 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 
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On the motion of Mr. F. L. WALCOTT, seconded 
by Mr. Cox, the CHAIRYAN reported the passing of 
the Resolution in Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reportei 
accordingly. 

On motions of Mr. F. L. WALCOTT, seconded by 
Mr. Cox in each case, the Resolution was read a firs1 
and second time and agreed to. 

PRESENTATION OF REPLY TO T H E  
GOVERNOR'S SPEECH 

At this stage, 3.30 p.m. Mr. SPEAKER received 
a Nessage by the Sergeant-at-Arms that His Excel- 
lency the Governor was awaiting the House in the 
f :ouncil Chamber to present their Address in reply 
to Tne Speech which he clelivereci a t  the opening of 
the Session. 

Xr. SPEAKER and the House, preceded by the 
Marshal bearing the Mace, proceeded to the Coun- 
cil Chamber. 

1 .  SPEAKER read and presented to Hi.; 
Excellency the following Address which was passed 
by the House in reply to His Speech:- 

The House of Assembly 
To 

His Ezcellency The Goverlzor 

The House of Assembly thank Your Exceliency 
for the Speech which Your Excellency was pleased to 
deliver on the opening of the Legislative Session 
1950-51. 

The House agree with Your Excellency that the 
economic development of Barbados is of paramount 
importance and, welcome any plan designed to give 
efPect to such development. I n  this connection the 
House look forward to an early consideration of any 
plan, of a short or long term nature, which would re- 
lieve the unemployment situation. 

The House agree that in a plan of economic de- 
velopment consideration must be given to the estab- 
lishment of a deep water harbour for this Island. 

The House endorse Your Excellency's main pro- 
position that in  order to ensure economic development 
Barbados must by every means possible increase its 
production. 

The House agree that the prerequisite to increas- 
ed production is the extension of our water supply 
particularly with reference to market gardening and 
other food production. 

With regard to subsidization the House agree 
with Your Excellency that this is a matter for serious 
consideration and feel that further attention should 
be paid to the development of the fisheries and live- 
stock industries. 

The House note Your Excellency's reference to 
the necessity for aiding the Tourist and other second- 
a ry  industries and agree that the points raised by 
Your Excellency in respect of these matters are de- 
serving of immediate and full consideration. 

The House join with Your Excellency in ex- 
pressing their deep appreciation to the Government 
of Alberta and their Minister of Mines the Honour- 
able N. E. Tanner for the invaluable services which 
he has recently rendered the Government of Bar- 
badoq in  Oil development in this Colony. 

The House are of the opinion that for the well 
bding of the Colony it is essential to have a contented, 
experienced and efficient Civil Service and with this 
in view consider with Your Excellency that the estab- 
lishment of a Training Scheme for Civil Servants is 
of vital importance. 

The Rouse note Your Excellency's reference to 
the Secretariat and will give most careful consider- 
ation to any scheme that may be sent to i t  for  improv- 
ing the admihistrative side of the Government. 

13th June, 1950. 

13s Excellency delivered a Rejoinder. 
Mr SPEAKER and the House returned to the 

Assembly Chamber. 
Mr. SPEAKER : I have the honour to inform 

the ~Guse-that  on the occasion when we attended His 
Excellency the Governor in the Council Chamber and 
delivered our Reply to His Speech dehvered at the 
opening of the Legislative Session, His Excellency 
was pleased to make the following Eejoinder :- 

Mr. President and Horaourable Members o f  the  
L~yis lat ive  Council : 

X r .  Speaker and Members of the House of As- 
sembly : 

I thank you for the terms of your respective 
Addresses in reply to the speech which I delivered at 
the reopening of the Legislature and I welcome your 
unanimous concurrence i n  principle with the several 
aattei-s to which I referred. 

2. I t  is the intention of Government first to 
present to the Legislature a t  an  early date proposals 
designed to reorganize the Civil Service in  relation 
to the 1948 Report of Commissioner Adams in order 
to bring the day to day business of departments to 
the highest possible standard of efticiency. Secondly, 
it is intended to present a t  an  early date a short term 
programme of development to be h a n c e d  as f a r  as 
possible from our recurrent and other immediate 
remurces. Thirdly, it is intended to  prepare a long 
term plan of development, possibly related to the 
term of the new sugar agreement, to be financed 
primarily from loan funds, but naturally the annual 
loan charges and other consequential recurrent costs 
will need to be covered by additional recurrent 
revenue. 

My administration will do its utmost to expedite 
the preparation of the material essential as a prelim- 
inary to the determination of the long term plan of 
development. Fortunately some of the groundwork 
has been done but its completion will newasitate some 
delay. but I trust not undue delay, in the presentation 
of the plan. 

3. I thank you for  your atteation. 
27th June, 1950. 

B. w.'L. SAVAGE, 
Governor. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that this Rouse do 
now adjourn until 4.15 p.m. 

Mr. COX : I beg to second that. 
The question that this House do now adjourn 

until 4.15 p m .  was put and resolved in the afErmative 
without division and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the 
House accordingly. 

AI'POIKTMENT O F  SELECT COMMTTTEE 

Oh re-assembling, 
Mr. WILKINSON : Mr. Speaker,-I ask leave 

to move for the appointment of a Select Committee to 
consider along with the Debates Committee the re-or- 
ganisation of the Staff of the Reporters of the Legis- 
lative Council and the House of Assembly, the StafT 
of the House of Assembly and the re-arraagement of 
the present seating accommodation in the House, in 
accordance with the notice which I gave earlGer to-day. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
was granted leave to make the ra'dtioh. ~ 

Mr. WILKINSON : I beg to move that a Select 
Committee be appointed to consider these matters, 
alonp with the Debates Cornittee. I think that hon- 
ourable members must be aware of the necessity of 
bringing these matters up to date; the time has come 
when we must serioudy consider the entire re-organi- 
sation of the Staff of the Rqmrters and the Staff of 
the Honse as well as the sedltiug accommodation and 



additional accommodation for our Staff. It might be 
necessary to go a little further, but I do not propose 
to do so at this stage. I think the right thing for us 
to do is to appoint a Select Committee to go into these 
matters. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I beg to second that. 
Mr. SPEAKER : The is that this Select 

Committee be appointed. Honourable members in 
favour of that will please say "Aye':', those against 
will please say "No". I think the Ayes" have it. 
Subject to the approval of the House, I appoint the 
following members to serve on this Select Committee : 
The honourable senior member for the City (Mr. 
MQTTLEY), the honourable senior member for St .  
George (Xr  . ICIIL6IER), the honourable senior member 
for St. James (Mr. E. K. WALCOTT) and the honour- 
able junior member for the City (Mr. LEWIS). 

BBSOLUTION TO APPROVE "THE SUGAR 
INDUSTRY (REHABILITATION, PRICE 

STABILISATION AND LABOUR 
WELFARE) ORDER, 1950". 

Mr. SPEAKER : The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the honourable senior member 
for St. Peter :- To move the passing of the following 
Resolution :- Resolution to approve the Order 
entitled " The Sugar Industry (Rehabilitation, Price 
Stabilisation and Labour Welfare) Order, 1950" 
made by the Governor-in-Executive Committee on the 
15th day of June, 1950, under the provisions of sec- 
tions 3 (1) (c) and 4 (3) of the Sugar Industry (%- 
habilitation, Price Stabilisation and Labour Welfare) 
Act, 1947, as set out in the Schedule to this Resolution. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : This Resolution is a 
formal matter; there is not much in it of which hon- 
ourable members are not aware. This is the formal 
matter of approving of the k i n g  of the amounts 
under the three respective funds. The amounts stand- 
ing to the credit of the Funds up to the 31st May, 
1950, are as follows : Rehabilitation Reserve Fund, 
$1,638,603.85. Payments to factories, $1,343,127.47 
plantations, $192,842.69 ; small holdings, $362.87 ; 
and expenses $2,070.92, amounting to a total of 
$1,538.703.95. Price Stabilisation, $2,052,581.34; and 
Labour Welfare, $817,734.18. As far as housing ie 
concerned, no statement can be made because honour. 
able members will realise that that question is under 
consideration and we cannot state how much has been 
spent in that connection. Honaurable members are 
aware that the sum of $400,000 has been allocated to 
housing. This year, on a rough estimate, we expect 
to get in approximately $360,000 for Labour Welfare, 
and $720,000 and $900,000 for Rehabilitation and 
Price Stabilisation respectively on an average of 
'50;000 tons. Honourable members will realise that 
this is the, basis which has already been agreed upon. 
I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. COX : I beg to second that. 
Mr. BUPP: We have been told that this is a 

formal matter. These amounts are usually allocated 
every year and as usual the plea is made from this 
side of the House that they should be re-arranged. 
Every year we make the plea that the Labour Welfare 
Fund has not got a sufficient percentage allocated to 
it, and that an amount should be taken from the 
Rehabilitation Fund and the Price Stabilisation Fund, 
or at least from the Rehabilitation Fund and placed 
to Labour Welfare. On this occasion I am repeating 
that plea and bringing facts and figures to prove that 
it should be done. We are very grateful to the hon- 
ourable introducer of this Resolution for anticipating 
our questions and giving us the figures concerning 
these Funds. The amount of the Rehabilitation Fund 
is $1,638,603.85 and the sugar producers have been 
shared nearly all of it. The amount of the LaE6ur 

Welfare Fund, as we learnt some time ago from the 
honourable senior member for St. Andrew, is. 
$817,734.18, and about $400,000 is allocated to hous- 
ing and the balance to the provision of playiag fields. 
There are about 80,000 small holdings of less than 18 
acres in this island and, as we have heard from the 
honourable senior member for St. Peter, the amount 
paid to peasants from the Rehabilitation Fund is 
$362.87. How many of the 30,000 peasants received 
nloney we are yet to kno~v, but it nznst have been few 
and the amounts paid out have been very small in- 
deed. As regards the question of bwmng, there are 
between 20,000 and 25,000 agricultural labourers in 
this colony and $400,000 is allocated to a housing 
scheme. This Labour Welfare Fund is being worked 
as a revolving fund to benefit the workers and their 
families in years to come, but the inadequacy of the 
amount is reflected in the policy which has to be pur- 
sued in so far as some of these workers are concern- 
ed. I am told that in so far as loans for housing are 
concerned, people are informed that they must build 
the frame-work if they want new houses. The allo- 
cation is too small and people are told that they must 
build the frame-vork as security! The sugar industry 
in Barbados is being subsidised by the Government t@ 
a greater extellt than any other industry would be 
subsidised probably for years to come; the sugar pro- 
ducers are fighting for the best terms of security that 
they can possibly get and Labour representatives in 
this House have joined in that fight. We have joined 
in making representations to the British Government 
so that this industry can receive the best price for its 
product; all of that was done so as to place the indus- 
try on a good footing. If there is any doubt in the 
matter you only have to refer to figures collected by 
the Caribbean Commission to see how the industry 
compares with that in British Guiana and other colo- 
nies, and that in Barbados handsome proEts accrue 
to the sugar producers. I n  1947 the Barbados sugar 
producers made a profit of $15.50 per ton as compared 
with $5.42 per ton in British Guiana; and in the 
previous year they made a profit of $16.92 per ton a s  
compared with $1 1.89 in British Guiana, the difference 
being not so great then. The sugar industry in 1947 
was subsidised in Trinidad and British Ouiana and 
- e t  the sugar manufacturers were operating a t  a pro- 
fit far less than that at which the manufacturers in 
Barbados were operating. The sugar manufacturers 
in Barbados paid less for canes in 1947 than the 
manufacturers in British Guiana paid and processing 
zosts were $21.17 per ton as compared with $32.94. 
The value of the Rehabilitation Fund is redected in a 
lessening cost of production; the cost of production 
has been cut down because the sugar manufacturers 
are using more machinery and employing less labour. 
They are using more efficient methods of production 
and the results are greater. The sugar manufacturers 
in this island are far better off than those of other 
islands. I am told that the proportion in which the 
Funds are worked does not obtain in all the colonies ; I 
understand that they are used in a different way and 
in so far  as ~easants  are concerned, I think that the 
peasants in Jamaica are allowed to buy fertilisers and 
machinery. I cannot see why in Barbados where the  
profit per ton of sugar has been so high as compared 
with other colonies, the allocation to these Funds 
should be the same and should remain so throughout 
all the years. If the sugar producers need these terms 
for all these years then the workers and the smalT 
holders need even more; any loss in the industry is 
reflected more to the disadvantage of the peasants 
than to the sugar producers who are made better off by 
the Rehlabilitation Fund. If the sugar producers suc- 
ceed in ,netting the guarantee for which they are asking 
from the British Government, would that not be 
a haven for them for all these years with the figures 
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In respect of Price Stabilisation rising higher ancl 
higher and those in respect of Rehabilitation remain- 
ing the same and affording greater profit everj 
year? Would they not be living in Paradise as com- 
pared with the workers in the industry? That 1s clear 
even to the most jaundiced of observers. The starting 
of these Funds was something worthwhile and it will 
produce worthwhile results, but it is not enough to 

a say that the labourers are better off than they were 
before and rest there. The planters in Grenada are 

l actually working out schemes for contributory insur- 
,. ance for safeguarding the health and the welfare of 

C 
workers in the industry; but in Barbados all we are 
getting from the sugar producers is political talk; that 
the Labour Welfare Fund should be given away. 

A 
Surely it is not good enough that such a small propor- 
tion of these Funds should be allocated to housing and 
playing-fields; much more should be done to ensure 
that these workers get some security and better con- 
ditions of living from the sugar industry. Surely i t  

*P is time that the Government take action and start 
some insurance scheme as Grenada is doing. We can- 
not rest on our oars; for six months of the year our 
workers are not employed and when they are employed 
they get very little; they are not working for enough 

A to ensure their families against bad lisrbg conditions. 
I t  is a fact that without the help of the Labour Wel- 
fare Fund the workers will be faced with a serious 
situation out of crop; i t  is time that we get going in 
this matter. As regards the peasants, the fact that 
they have no machinery means that they need greater 
assistance since machinery helps to keep down costs. 
The figures supplied by the Caribbean Commission 
speak for themselves as to the profits which the sugar 
industry makes in Barbados, though every year the 
sugar producers say that they $ace ruin. Since 1947 
they have been helped to an increasing extent by the 
Rehabilitation Fund and the factories in Barbados are 
better developed than those in other islands. The sugar 
producers have had a good rainfall, good years and 
they have had a better price for their product from 
the British Government. I hope that this will be the 
last time when we shall have to ask that a greater allo- 
cation be made to Labour Welfare and that more be 
done for the workers in the industry. The time has 
come when the sugar producers of this colony mus* 
adopt an attitude such as that adopted by those in 
Grenada; the time has come when the Government 
must take action as regards these contributory schemes 
for the benefit of the workers. I do not want to over- 
plead the case, but it seems to have become a hardy 
annual to talk about these Funds and yet we see that 
the figures are the same year after year. The Govern- 
ment is not blessed with statisticians who report to 
it from year to year on the profits made by the sugar 
industry, but i t  is now being helped bydects and  figure^ 
supplied by the Caribbean Commission. The Govern. 

4% 
ment can take heed from these facts and figures and 
they can now appeal to the British Government and 
make representations to them relative to an increase 
in the allocation to the Labour Welfare Fund. It ia 
time that we have the allocation to this Fund, increas. 
ed; it is time that schemes be started in the in tms t  of 

Q, 
the workers in the industry. The facts are there t c  
prove that the sugar industry in Barbados is on at 

(I sound a footing as the producers want i t  to be; thc 
industry is in a better position than in British Gniana 

t where schemes are now being started for the benefit 
of workers. The ownership of land in this island i c  
entirely in favour of the sugar producers; we have 

t the problem here of there being thousands of people 
to the square mile with very little land divided 
among them. We are not worthy of our seats in this 
9ouse if we are not doing our utmost for the workers 
This is a serious matter; the Government is eithe~ 

rx sympathetic with these views or it is not. The hon. 

ourable senior member for St. Peter is directly cm- 
cerned with agriculture and I expect him to adopt a 
more sympathetic attitude in this matter than that 
which he is adopting. 

Mr. F'. L. WALCOTT: If the honourable 
member wants to ventilate this matter he can do so; 
but I object to his talking about my adopting 
more sympathetic attitude in the matter. He h 
talking nonsense. 

Mr, nlAPP: I heard the honourable member 
say sotto worn that I have run out. I may sit down 
but I have not run out. I know that the Government 
has a lot of work to do, but it is the duty of the 
Government to see the position of the sugar industry 
and do its utmost for the workers. 

Hr. LEWIS : This is a matter to which I have 
given some attention. Ever sinee the introduction 
of the Bill to carry out what we hear is an  agreemept 
with the Ministry of Food, I have been a t  pains t o  
discover whether these amounts were fixed by thc 
people in Ehgland or if some leeway was given iu 
the colonies to allocate the amounts as might best 
suit the circumstances of a particular colow.. The 
honourable senior member for St. Peter has said that 
this is a ,formal matter; we have already a p e d  t o  
it in the Act and therefore this Order merely carries 
out the terms of the Act. I am willing to go 75% of 
the way with him in that; the Act particularly lays 
it down in paragraph (c) of Section 3 that "There 
shall be raised on all produce during any year sub- 
sequent to the year one thousand nine hundred and 
forty seven such levy, if any, and a t  such rate or 
rates, as may be fixed in respect of that year by 
Order of the Governor-in-Executive Committee with 
the approval of the two Houses of the Legislature." 
Under the Act. you might not raise any levy a t  all, 
but if you raise any levy, you will take these funds 
from the sugar industry. Of course, the money goes 
back to the sugar industry. Let us take the allocs- 
tion to the Rehabilitation Fund; the amount stand- 
ing to the credit of that Fund was $1,638,603.85 and 
$1,538,703.95 has been taken out. If you are going 
to rehabilitate the industry, the time to do it is as 
pickly as possible. The sugar ,producers have, got 
their money, they have put in their machine and 
they are making a use of this Fund. The mm2nsry 
enhances the value of the industry. As far as the 
Price Stabilisation Fund is concerned, nobody has 
sver been able to tell me at what point it will bc 
used. Are you going to use this Fund when the price 
of sugar gets 10%, 20% or 50% below the present 
price or what7 Nobody can tell me that. The next 
thing is that I cannot be told whether the Fund ia 
going to subsidise the wages of the peaple. As Mgards 
the Labour Welfare Fund, the moment you start t o  
use it, you see how infinitesimal it is; you dare not 
give i t  to people to repair their houses, because it is 
not sufficient to give more than a small percentage of 
it, so that you have to create a Bank. I leave that off 
so as to return to the allocation of the Funds. It is 
a mistake to say that the circumstances of the particu- 
lar place will not .permit you to alter this allocation. 
The allocation in respect of the Labour Welfare Fund 
in Jamaica was 5/- and in Xt.  Kitts it is $31 ; therefore 
the Ministry of Food must have had to alter the 
supposed agreement to suit their cimmtaam 
I have brought that forward as a specific case 
in which the circumstances of the island have 
caused an alteration in the allocation to be 
made by those who fixed these amounts. In 
Jamaica, they have gone up to 101- in respect of the 
Iiabour Welfare Fund. I would like to draw the 
attention of honourable members to one more point. 
What is the Rehabilitation Fund?-It is a Fund by 
which the plantations and sugar factories can bring 



lot; - HOUSE 

in labour-saving devices; and if I am giving you :r 
Fund free of income tax to bring i n  machinery to 
put people out of work, am I not entitled to ask you 
to give more money for the welfare of the people% 
1 say that the question (answers itself.. There is thc 
Pri~e~S'tabilisation E7und, which you, do not know how 
you are going to use; you are investing that money 
and i t  is proof positive that  you do not want i t  im- 
mediately. You have done well in the past so that you 
can invest that monep and you do not know when ~t 
will be used. You have the Rehabilitation Fund t u  
put people out of work ; you have the Price Stabilisa- 
tion Fund the money from which you put on; t h ~  
Bank and the Labour Welfare Fund is too small for 
its purpose. When the price of sugar is regarded t o  
be low you get an increase from the buyers; and of 
course you ask the people's representatives t o  help 
you to get it. I feel that these points have not been 
stressed; these three Funds have become confused. 
The public do not know anything about that an$ 
I do not know if the Executive know about i t ;  1 dp 
not know if a'll the circumstances have been taken intc, 
consideration. Looking at  this matter 1ogicall~-, the].? 
is only one conclusion to which you can come. You 
have a Fund to put people out of work, you build ul. 
a Fund for eqaating your price when you decide that 
you are going to use it, and it has been demonstratec~ 
that the monep which you put for 1,nbour TTelfa~. 
is not sufficient for th! purpose. And these Fnnds art, 
tax free! Three nlillion dollars of tax-free profits a:,c 
going abroad and the people cannot get their homes 
repaired out of what is allocated to Labour Welfare. 
Perhaps i t  is good that there i; a lot of machineri- 
which you cannot get at this time. The prod~ction of 
sugar is 150,dOO tons and i t  is time to allocate 10/- 
more for Labour Welfare; this year es a result of th:. 
sweat of the brow of the labourer? and mechanics! 
equipment you have produced 150,000 tons and it is 
not too much to ,ask for 10/- more for Labour Welfare. 
I am sure that the moment the planters and thc 
factory owners have this matter put to them and we 
say that we are determined about it, they will say: 
"Yes, you have a good case for a re-allocation." T i ~ c  
British Government might be more generous with 
you if they feel that in  Barbados some money from 
another Fund was used for Labour Welfare. I have 
nothing more to say, but I am going to move that the 
further consideration of this R~solntion be postponed 
so that we can get the views of the members 09 the 
House. The Executive will be able to say that t h ~  
House is willing to get a substantial amount for the 
people. We are helping to send away the Entomologist 
for the purpose of dealing with the beetles; I believe 
that there is a splendid opportunity to go to the 
length of forcing the Government to allocate 5/- or 
IQ/.: more to the LrILbour Welfare Fund. I beg to move 
that  the further consideration of this Resolution be 
postponed in  order that the views of the House can 
be taken on the ,points which I have mentioned and 
the Government members of the House will be a b l ~  
to take back those views to the Executive. A point 
which must be made for the purposn of record 1s that 
in Barbados this cess, as I call it, is ;.ollected on all 
the sugar which is manufactured and the people who 
consume the sugar here put tax-free profits into these 

This. export levy in  other colonies is different ; 
it is a tax  on the sugar which is bought by the people 
who ask you to create these Funds, no% a tax on the 
sugar which is consumed by the people. That is one 
of the reasons why pox1 got the Reef Grounds. If you 
ship mgar from St. Lucia to Grenada. you cannot 
collect these Funds; you must produce ePidence to 
show t h t  the sugar has been received by the l\diniatS;. 
of Food. The sugar Droducers got an increased p&.? 

for sugar so that these Funds could be created. ( A  
XEMBER: That is not true). I ha i r  an  honouraluie 
member say that that is not true: 1 am williiig t o  
challenge him to get up and say so for the pu~gose 
of record. so that when I read i t  i n  the Officia! 
Gazette and P take the necessary action on it every- 
body will know who 1s tellmg the truth. There is no 
reason why you should not make a sacrifice Lt'or tile 
sugar workers; and every worker in Barbados is 
entitled to share in these Funds. 

ALr. G h h S E K :  1 ~ 1 1 1  repeat what l have 
already sald m this House; I have not changed one 
bit. I still feel that in  respect of those factories 
which need to be rehabilitated first, the owners are 
much better off than the owners of those which need 
less rehabilitation. I still feel that this money 
nhich they get free, gratis and for nothing does not 
see any light of day more than in the pockets of 
the factory owners. They talk about efficient fac- 
tories paying more money to the peasants or cane 
growers but I have not seen that yet.  l wonder 
if smlebody is going to make a stern appeal to the 

Colonial Office or  the Ministry of Food to see thgt 
these tnings are amended or rescinded. I am deeply 
hurt to think that people who have land and money 
can go and draw large sums of money free, gratis 
and for nothing, and the poor peasants who have to 
bear the sun, rain and all climatic conditions, who 
have six or eight cents allocated to them cannot draw 
it because of the conditions, laid down. They can- 
not qualify to get the money. The people who sent 
down this Resolution should know something about 
this matter. Whether you have a Conservative Gov- 
ernment, a Labour Government or a Socialist Gov- 
ernment. all are the same; they are catering to big 
business. They have a label to get them into power. 
but after they get into power, they are the same. You 
?ave given big business $1 5s. and 10/- to Labour 
\Irelfare, but that should not be so; only this morning 
we were talking about how dilapidated the labourers' 
houses are. There are people whose homes are rlot 
v e n  private and you talk about rehabilitating peo- 
ple to control the country? The people who arc 
\yealthy are the bosses, and you are i n  collusion with 
jomebody in Great Britain who is passing on money 
to wealthy people before you rehabilitate the workers 
who have been suffering for ,all these years. That 
is iniquitous; God does not sanction that .  People 
who are drawing money from the Rehabilitation 
Fund have money for posterity and those who have 
contributed to that wealth and who ought to have 
been adequately paid are left to fish in  the dark. 
All the wealthy man has to do to get his money 
from this Fund is to say how many tons of cane< 
he has ground and the Director of Agriculture has t b  

produce him a ticket; the poor man on the other 
hand, has to fill out a form. The poor peasant is 
fleeced by the factory owner who makes the money; 
he has to fight to get a minimum price for his canes 
and somebody says that he will not buy a ton of 
canes from me. Rowever, when you come to thew 
Funds and you say that you are getting more money 
for sugar and you are going to rehabilitate the sugar 
industry before you rehabilitate human liveq, I say 
that something is wrong. We should postpone tht. 
consideration of this Resolution and send to Downing 
Street and let them know that we disagree with thiq 
policy. We cannot tack on a label just to net into 
Dower like the Englishman. I am genuine from ton 
to bottom; I mean what I sav even if T aln rictilni-4 
for  i t .  M y  label inside must be what i t  is outside. 
r)owning Street is catering to big business; they send 
 commission^; out here from time to time, the Commia- 



slonera have reported and most of the reports have 
been shelved. Mr. Speaker, I say that this is a shame- 
tul  act;  you cannot renabllltate the wealthy people 
and leave out the people in  the gutter. You cannot 
let the wealthy people sit by and add to their wealtll 
~l-lule other human beings are sutfering. We ari 
elther Christians or not; we either practice what wt 
preach or not. It is of no use hearing people preach- 
mg the gospel of Christ for one hour on Bunday and 
after that they becoine beasts in the field; y o ~  are a 
C'hrist~an for one hour on Sunday and for the rest 
of the days of the week you aare nothing about peo- 
ple who are human beings just as you are! I am 
saying that first things should come first. This l e  
a serious matter; a t  long last we have got a chance 
to do something for the under-privileged and if we 
are reformers then we must take our work seriously. 
Of course "reformers" is a big word; some of us will 
never be statesmen let alone being reformers. Re- 
formers have a big task to perform. I have nobody 
to satisfy; I hare to satisfy this task which comes 
first. I am agreeing to the postponement of this 
Resolution and members of the Government can tell 
His Excellency that the House is doubtful about this 
matter. I say i t  is time that we stop talking about 
the provision of playing fields in respect of the 
Labour Welfare Fund and get down seriously to the 
question of housing. Mr. Speaker, you go arountl 
quite a lot, you see the  conclition of the people and 
you know that I am not exaggerating. Being a 
Christian gentleman. you know that what I am 
saying is true; you cannot rehabilitate the wealthy 
people before you rehabilitate the people in thc 
gutter. I cannot be a party to that; I maintain that 
it is sufficient to cause people to be angry when you 
want to perpetuate this system . If a man is fortunate 
enough to have a certain amount of wealth, he take, 
the actual cash and invests it in  everything possible 
to bring in money. He lets the source of his income 
go ;became he has taken his cash and invested ii 
about and he gets premiums on his investments 
Go to nearly all the factory owners and see where 
their money is invested and what are the premium-; 
coming in.  But to the people who should get the 
benefit of the rise i11 the price of sugar you say; "I 
am giving you 101- a ton". I believe that some of the 
~ e a l t h y  people v-ant a changeover because some of 
them have a heart;  but money is such a thing that 
nobody will refuse i t .  I f  you do not give money 
to some of these people they will not grouse and sci 
T agree with the honourable member who says that 
this matter should be postponed. I m-ould like to  
go before the Ministry of Food and talk; thev want 
to hear people like me who do not talk Oxford or 
Cambridge lanpiayc . I will talk agricultural lan- 
guage and thev will hear me. I do not believe that 
they are acquainted with thc lot of the people of 
this country, and we cannot go on in this manner. 
We are coming to an unhappv past in so f a r  as 
labourers' houses, are concerned. I know that this 
$$OO.OOO which has been allocated to housing loans 
is not ~ o i n p  to meet the demands of the people who 
are askmg for them; you will need more money if 
you are doins a p o d  job. T say that with all respect 
to the wealthv ~ e n 7 . 1 ~  to whom the money is given; 
lmowin: them as I do, they do not want you tn 
contintw ~ i v i n g  them money when they reallv do noC 
need i t .  Thev would rather if yon take the initiativr 
and see the Authorities and get this rnonev into the 
right channels. Let us rehabilitate noor human 
beings before the wealthy people: if we are socialist: 
lye will rehabilitate the poor people before the wealthv 
oneq. T want to say publiclv that I am not taking 

U ~ L J  part in rehabilitating the wealthy people now, 
we have too many thing8 to do before we rehabllltate 
them. I am seconding the motion for the postpone 
ment of tne consideration of this Resolution; I navt: 
glven my reasons for doing so and if they are not 
well understood I can repeat them. While it 1s 
true that standing in my name before the House 
1s a queation relative to the peasants, who are a 
respectable lot in  this community, being g i ~ e n  thelr 
share of Rehabilitation Fund  in order to tide them 
over their difficdtles, 1 am not saying anything on 
that matter now; but I hope that those who are 
responsible will change their views i n  this matter 
and see that the money is made available to the 
peasants. I am sure that the large plantation owners 
have drawn their amounts, but the small peasant 
has not been able to draw the small amount of 8 cents 
per ton which has been aJiocated to him. I am sure 
that the mall peasant who has any money any- 
where would be glad to collect it, let alone a couple 
01 dollars from this source. The peasant has to do 
his own ploughing and we all h o w  that the planta. 
tiona are fully mechanized and that gives the owners 
a little rest. The peasant has no machinery to help 
llinl and I am going to move the passing of an 
Address asking that the island be divided into zone., 
and the peasants be wi s t ed  in ploughing their land. 
The price of labour has risen to such s point that the 
peasants cannot pay for i t  and when the other man 
kas got away by mechanization, somebody must help 
the peasant who is here to stay. As long a the 
country has a peasantry t h ~ y  must fight their wax 
in  the dark for assistance. A responsible peasantry 
means a lot to any country; most of the well-to-dc 
yeople today have come from the peasantry. We 
1 ant to help the peasantry, but as the position i -  
1,on.. we are making i t  hard for the peasant to get 
hi4 8 cents a, ton while the factory owner can get  hi^ 
money ad lib. Small as the peasant's amount is, he 
cannot get i t .  I am making a plea on behalf of th:. 
peasants because I know how hard they work for 
their livelihood; they have to be ploughing in the 
sun ~vhen the other people are taking a rest. Some 
thing is wrong if you are trying to take away th+- 
little bit from them. I f  honourable members vote 
for this Resolution they are p& and parcel of big 
business because they are rehabilitating the wealths 
people before they rehabilitate the poor people. 

Mr. ADAMS: L am speaking on the motion fo r  
the adjournment and I am appealing to the Ionour- 
able member who has just sat down. The honourable 
member has made the sort of speech which I would 
have made myself if I were in  his position. Possibly 
the honourable senior member for St. Peter feels the 
position more than I do on hearing allegations made 
against members of the Government in  respect of 
certain views when those who make the allegations 
know that the views which are being expressed by them 
are the views of the members of the Government. 1 
am rather amazed at the honourable junior member 
for the City, because when the 1947 Bill was before 
the House there was mtch talk and all the points were 
threshed out. The honourable junior member for the 
City wrote the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
two letters, one in connection with this matter and 
one in respect of income tax;  he had the honour of 
being taken seriously. I was asked on one occasion 
as to who is Mr. So and So: in fact the honourable 
member was taken seriouslv. The honourable mem- 
ber should know that the Act is the result of an Agree- 
ment between the Ministry of F d .  the Colonial 
Office and the British West Indies Sugar Association ; 



he knows that the Act says what the allocations are 
to be and that the amounts were rixed in l947 because 
of the uncertainty of the position, yet he sLggests that 
we can postpone this matter. I appeal to the honou- 
able senior member for St. Philip to see that the, Act 
is there; 1 cannot possibly see the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies approving of an  amendment to this 
Act without prior agreement between the BIinistry 
of Food and the West Indian Governments. This 
allocation of %l. 5s. S1 and 10/- was made in 
this particular way with the increase in price of sugar 
and the particular Boards were established; do not 
honourable members see that this is nothing which 
we can change? The honourable senior member for 
St. Peter said that this is only a formal matter, and 
I say that this debate is, to a great extent, a waste of 
time. I kept listening to hear what we were supposed 
to report back to the Executive and why the postpone- 
ment of the consideration of this matter in  order to 
give honourable members time to express their views 
need take place when honourable members can express 
their views this afternoon. I do not think that there 
is anybody ranging from the honourable members for 
St. Philip down the Table who would not agree with 
the honourable junior member for St. Thomas and the 
honourable senior member for St. Philip that more 
attention should be paid to the agricdtural labourers 
than to the rehabilitation of the sugar factories; but 
how can you gain anything by postponing this Resolu- 
tion with the Act staring you in  the face, the reasons 
for i t  and the necessity for this Agreement? I appeal 
to honourable members to see that there is nothing 

all feel, namely, that the agricdtural workers should 
be better treated, and therefore let us  postpone this 
liesolution or tell the Government to change some- 
thing which we have no authority to change. 

Mr. CRAWFOBL): It is difficult for me not to 
appreciate both sides of the picture as presented here 
this afternoon. I cannot agree with the last speaker 
when he declares that this debate is a waste of time; 
i t  is not a waste of time. If for no other reason than 
i t  serves as a pointer to the Government with re-gard 
to the feeling of members of this House, this debate 
does serve a useful purpose. The critics of this Reso- 
lution have made out a very good case and their 
arguments are not to be summarily brushed aside. 
On the other hand those of us who know something 
about the origin of these F m d s  and the Agreement 
under which they were created, will appreciate the 
position in  which the honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph finds himself. I t  must be borne in mind that 
the total amount which is paid under-these Funds is 
what may be termed "conscience money" on the part 
of the British Government. They had been, for some 
years previously and even during the War, buying 
sugar from the West Indies a t  a price f a r  below what 
they had to pay for sugar produced outside th4 
Empire. We ourselves could have sold the sl;gar for 
a lot more than we were getting for it if we were not 
compelled by agreement to sell it to the United King- 
dom Government. When the British Government de- 
cided to make an addition to the price of sugar with 
the understanding that certain Funds would be created 
as a result of the allocations from the increase in  the 

?he honourable member" knows the views of the 
Labour Party and how can the postponement of 
this Resolution help? Whatever may be said about 
my preaching Party politics, I said at  the Grenada 
Conference that I was not prepared to help in getting 
a higher price for sugar unless it was insisted that 
there be a reJallocation o@ these Funds, and that would 
bave to be by agreement with the Ministry of Food. 
It is not a question of this Government having no views 
a,bout perpetuating this matter or helping the factory 
owner before the labourer, but it is a waste of time 
to suggest that a postponement of this Resolution can 
help us to put  our views into execution a t  the present 
time. Honourable members can see how much de- 
pends upon what is going to happen in  another few 
months; it is not a question of the Government of 
Barbados alone, but a question of the Governments 
of the West Indies. Honourable members forget that 
the delegation which has gone abroad is not a Govern- 
ment delegation; that delegation is not making terms 
with anybody. but it is trving to persuade the Ministry 
of Food and the British Government to agree to somc- 
thing which the delegation can recommend to the West 
Indies Sugar Association to accept. The Contract is 
made with the British West Indies Sugar Association 
and we may advise i t  to accept the present offer. ?To 
single Government can change any of these Acts un- 
less by agreement with everybody concerned when the 
Acts were originally passed. and at  the present 
moment. to judge from some of the things 1 have seen 
in the Press. we are fa r  from being agreed on anp- 
thing: the British Government is not going to budge 
1 repeat; i t  is a waste of time our saying what wr 

I 
to be gained by postponing this Resolution. ~ e x t  price of sugar, they did i t  knowing well that they had 

the price of machinery had risen 30070 or 400% more 
than what i t  was in the War  years. They knew that 
a part which cost S300 in 1938 was costing 10 times 
more in s~bsequent years; they knew that  the price 
of machinery was beyond people's power to purchase 
cnd they earmarked the largest amount for the Re- 
habilitation Fund. The money from this Fund is 
being spent with the British Engineering firms, and 
i t  is not difficult to appreciate the underlying policy 
with regard to the allocation of the largest amount to 
this Fund. If the peasants of this colony are not 
benefiting to the fullest extent from the improved 
position of the sugar factories, there is another way 
of going about i t  and I will make mention of that  
later. Like the honourable senior member for St.. 
Joseph I do not see the United Kingdom Governme+lt 
easily agreeing to any substantial change in the 
amount for Rehabilitation. 

Mr. ADAMS : On a point of order. I do not 
know their vieurr on that q~est ion.  I said that I do 
not see them budginn in these negotiations. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: T do not see them agreeing 
to any change in  view of the surrounding factors 
with regard to this Fund. With regard to the Price 
Stahilisation Fund, jt is true that the question askcd 
b r  the hononrable junior mcnber for the City is 
purelv rhetorical because he is aware of the fact that 
that Fund is there to eushion the nhock of any con- 
siderable decrease in the vrice of supar. Tf the nriw 
of sn-ar drops and we have not got this Fund. w~ 
shall have to redltce the wages for agricultural Iabow-. 
Xone of us should cavil if this  articular Fund r~acheq 

Tuesday we will be in  the same position. The object 
of the Stabilisation Fund is to have money in  case 
the price of sugar fluctuates - and the honourable 
junior member for the City should have a better 
memory as regards this Fund-the object of this 

been robbing the West Indies and these Colonies were 
entitled to some preferential treatment. When i t  was 
decided to give the largest amount to the Rehabilita- 
tion Fund, there again i t  is ungracious to say that the 
British Government was thinking purely in terms 

Fund is not to let the figures fall below the interests. They knew that during the War 
~ o o r  level at  which they were in 1943 or 1944. and for some time after, machinery could not be 

the sugar factories; they also knew that 



fifty inillion dollars, because sugar is such an hn- 
certain world commodity that none of us knows what 
is to happen. If this Fund reaches a very consider- 
able amount we need not unduly concern ourselves 
with that because i t  will be used, in case we have to 
I;se it, to see that the rate of wages for agricultural 
workers does not sink beyond a certain level. I n  
connection with the Labour Welfare Fund, we all 
agree that the present allocation to it is too small. 
and in view of local conditions, i t  should not be the 
least of the three Funds; but there again the amount 
has been fixed and it is not merely by a wave of the 
hand that it can be changed. However if the Govern- 
ment is minded to do something to improve the situa. 
tion, i t  can be done along entirely different lines than 
by postponing the Resolution. If the peasants are nut 
getting full benefit as a result of the improved 
efficiency of the factories, i t  is the bnsiness of the 
Government to see that while the price of sugar manu- 
factured by the factories is guaranteed and economic, 
the canes are also sold a t  a n  economic price. Atten- 
tion should immediately be paid to guaranteeing that 
the price at  which the sugar factories buy canes is 
economic in so far as the small producer is concerned, 
because he does not now share either in the improved 
efficiency of the factories or in the increased price 
which is being paid for sugar. The price paid for 
canes this year has not been commensurately increased 
with the price of sugar; and if the factories are not 
paying what they should pay, that is the fault of the 
Government because the Government has it in its 
power to set up the machinery to guarantee the small 
holder a fair price for his canes. bearing in mind the 
improved efficiency of the factories and the present 
price vhich is paid for sugar. With regard to in- 
creasing the amount in respect of T~abonr Welfare. the 
Government has in its power to get more for Labour 
Welfare o ~ t  of the present price for sugar without 
in t~r fer ing  with the allocation which has been made 
to this Fund. I n  1938-39 the Moyne Commission 
suggested that a special l e ~ y  should have been  mad^ 
by the West Indian Governments on every ton ol 
sugar produced and the funds so provided shoul:: bc 
used for providing special welfare services for workers 
in  the sugar industry along t h ~  lines of the Miners' 
Welfare Fund in Great Britain. Snturally few, if 
any, West Indian Governments bothered to imple- 
ment that recommendation. I think that in St. Lucia 
and Jamaica there was same suggestion of doing it- 
1 am not q~.ite sure if they did it-and certainly if 
the Government of "I3arbados feels today that the 
amount allocated to the rehabilitation of the sugar 
industry is over and above what is necessary for that 
purpose, they have i t  within their power now to levy 
it rate of 2/- or anything which they want to make 
the figure on every ton of sugar produced in the 
colony outside these F m d s  and allocate the money so 
obtained for the same or similar purpose as that col- 
lected in respect of Labour Welfare. I commend to 
honourable members on my right the desirability of 
implementing this particnlar recommendation of the 
Royal Commission of 1938-39 in order to give practical 
effect to the suggestions made by some honourable 
members on my right with regard to getting more 
funds allocated to Labour Welfare and for improving 
the general conditions of the agricultural workers in 
the colony. Nobody can stop them from doing that; 
the levy can be made at  a small figure and i t  can be 
increased from year to year according to what the 
situation requires. As long as these allocations re- 
main as they are, the peasants should be protected by 
seeing that they get the best possible price for  their 
canes; and if you want more money for Labour Wel- 

fare you can levy a new cess on every ton of sugar 
produced in the colony for the particular reason. 

Mr. E". L. WALCOTT : There are few occasions 
M-ilen I have agreed with the honourable junior mem- 
ber for St. Philip, and this is one occasion on which 1 
agree with him in the balanced speech he has made. 
The honourable member knows about this particular 
matter; he has been a member of the Executive and he 
knows the origin of these Funds. The honourable 
member is aware of the attempt made i n  this House 
to get through legislation with regard to peasants get- 
ting a good price for their canes and the reception 
which it had in  the Other Place. As regards the sug- 
gestion of making a levy on the sugar which is pro- 
duced in the colony, the honourable member may hear 
something about that in the future. As time goes on 
you may have to modify your views. As regards the 
honourable junior member for the City, as the Leader 
of the House has said, he has more than amazed me. It 
grieves me to think that you can be in  association with 
men who know your views; you discuss matters with 
them and the slightest opportunity they get they 
make insinuations about your b o w  fides and honesty. 

Mr. LEWIS: I am sorry to interrupt the hon- 
ourable member. I made no insinuation about the 
honesty of any member of the Executive Committee. 
I am very sorry if the honourable member understood 
me i11 that way. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: As a member of the 
Executive Committee chosen by the Leader of the 
House, I am quite prepared and willing to give way 
to any member of my Pa r ty  who desires to take on 
more responsibility. If any member of this Party is 
desirous of doing so and he tells that  to the Leader 
of the House, I am willing and ready a t  a moment's 
notice to be an ordinary member of the Ilouse and to 
give him all the support he needs. Your humble 
icrvant is willing to give any member of my Party 
the opportunity to take on more responsibility in the 
Government. There are those who will say that when 
you get close to  the Head of the Administration you 
will say and do things which they themselves will not 
3ay or do. If I did not hear the speech of the honour- 
able junior member for St. Philip who I would expect 
'o say the things which came from honourable m m -  
3ers on my right, I would be willing to tell the Leader 
)f the House that i t  is better for him to get some 
ather honourable member to be associated with him 
in the running of his Government. Here you have 
an honourable member of your own Party moving the 
postponement of a matter which has been described 
as an Agreement between the Ministry of Food, the 
British West Indies S ~ g a r  Association and the 
Colonial Office. That was done in  1947 when I was 
not in the island. Honourabl_e members have accepted 
the Agreement which was made between these three 
parties and the Government is now carrying out the 
Agreement. As the honourable junior member for St. 
Philip has said, you cannot postpone this Resolution 
tor the purpose of changing these allocations. This 
s not a Government allocation which ?U are making; 
~ f t e r  this $13.20 has been paid into the sugar industry 
u a lumpsum and you want the Government to in- 
troduce a levy on the industry, you can do that for 
sny amount you like. You can make a 
levy in respect of Labour Welfare alone, but 
the Government is not called upon to make 
this levy. The Government is called upon to 
introduce what the /private people have agreed upon 
ind this is the allocation which has been made. When 
$onourable members impute that  the members of f e 
2overnment are not as much concerned with the h- 
erest of the workers as they are, I shall remind them 
hat this is one of those issues which, whenever i t  
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comes up, I have beeq very strong upon it, just as 
other members of the Executive. We cannot change 
the Agreement because i t  is not the Government's 
Agreement. Honourable members m ~ s t  bear in mind 
that the Government of Barbados is not selling sugar 
to the Ministry of Food; it is the British West Indies 
Sugar Association which has made the Contract with 
the Ministry of Food. For the benefit of the hon- 
ourable junior meniber for St. Thomas, I should like 
to say that we realise that the Government has not 
got any economist. If the honourable melnber is an 
economist, the Government sorely needs the services 
of an up-to-date one and he can join the Government. 
(A MEMBER : What about the Financial Adviser 8 )  
We do not want him; we want a member of the Labour 
Party to sit there so that all the implications can be 
worked out. I do not see any good in postponing 
tnis matter. To those members of my Party who are 
desirous of helping their Government I say that they 
must first begin to study before they speak about the 
irresponsible attitude and other statements they make 
a b o ~ t  members of the Executive. They must bear 
in mind that the members of the Executive still have 
a measure of interest about them; and if any of them 
feels that the members of the Executive are not carry- 
ing out the wishes of their Party, I am quite willing 
to withdraw at  a moment's notice and give him the 
opportunity of assuming more responsibility. 

Mr. BRANCHER: The fact that this Resolution 
is before us gives honourable members the opportunity 
0:' expressing their views on certain matters which 
they have been already discussing this afternoon. The 
honourable senior member for St. Philip has made a 
point which I feel it my duty to emphasize-a point 
which I had proposed to make if the honourable mem- 
ber had not done so before me. This point is in con- 
nection with the Rehabilitation Fund and the new 
machinery which is being obtained as a resuIt of 
this Fund. The peasants are getting no more from 
t f i ~  factories with the improved machinery and the 
better returns which the factories are getting; the 
prices paid for  canes are still as inadequate as 
they have been from time immemorial and the fac- 
tory owners are getting richer and richer and spend- 
ing more money in  the United Kingdom, although 
I have heard about some factories returning nothing 
at  tall and they cannot pay any trade tax. As regard9 
the motion for the postponement, I do not know 
what operated in  the mind of th,e honourable 
mover. but the postponement of this Resolution musi 
serve the useful purpose of focussing the attention 
of the Government on the matter. I t  will allow 
the Government an opportunity to inform the Sec- 
retary of State for  the Colonies or the Ministry ai 
Food of the fact that the matter came be- 
fore the House and i t  was postponed because hon- 
ouab le  members felt that i t  should be brought 
home to them even more forcibly than i t  has been 
done in the past, that the people of this com- 
munity are not bedeifiting from the improved m-a- 
chinery. The factory owners are getting more 
money per ton of sugar but the poor peasa~ t s  are 
not benefiting or getting any reward from the 
factories which are receiving this money. 
The factory owners have applied for the purchase 
of ad.ditiona1 lorries; they are driving some 
lorry owners out of business and they are not pay- 
ing t h ~  peasants any more money for their canes. 
1 am wondering if the Government does not see 
the necessity for the gradual nationalisation of the 
sugar factories in this colony and not allow them 
to go out of existence one after the other. We had 
Bromefield Factory going out of existence a short 
time ago; honourable members will recall that in  

a question which I put  to the Government during 
last session in respect of the acquisition of this 
Factory, I quoted certain paragraphs from the 
Report of the Committee appointed by His Excel- 
lcncy the Governor to study the question of seasonal 
unemployment aad to make recommendations as to 
the best means of promoting full employment in  
rural areas throughout the gear. I t  was stated in 
that Report that "It has been estimated that the 
"present Factory capacity is insufficient to reap a 
"crop of more than one hundred and fifty thons- 
"and tons of sugar without loss of efficiency. 
"Under present conditions it is considered that, 
"with goed weathex conditions, the Island would 
"produce a crop of some one hundred and elghty 
"thousand tons of sugar. . . .In the meantime, your 
"Committee considers that all existing factories 
"should be r e t a in~d  as operating units and the 
"capacity of the present Factories should be 
"expancted wherever this is economically possible. " 
I understand that the capacity of some factories has 
hecn expanded but the peasants have not benefited. In 
reply to my questio~z the Government said that they 
hacl been informed that Broniefield Factoly would not 
operate this year and that they clid not propose 
to  acquire the factory. I would like to say that 
it is rumoured that another factory may won be 
dismantled and this is an opportunity for the Gov- 
ernment to start purchasing one or two factories; 
t h ~  Government can nationalise the factories and 
liave them to reap canes from all over the island. 
Meanwl~ile let us draw to the attention of the 
Imperial Government, as forcibly as members of 
this elected Chamber can, what me know about the 
aonditions existing as regards the sugar factories 
which are acquiring their improved machinery as  
a result of the Rehabilitation Fund. Let us draw 
'ao the attention of the Imperial Government that 
it is only the factory owners vho are getting the 
Genefit of this Fund toclay, so that they will give 
t h ~  matter some consideration and steps will be  
t7l;en to ensure that the benefit from this Fund 
daes not eontinue to go only to the I factory 
owners. 

The question that the further consideration of 
this Resolntion be postponed was put  and resolved 
in  the negative, the following division being 
taken :- 

Ayes : Messrs. MAPP, ALLDEB, MILLER, LEWIS, 
GARNER and BRANCKEK-G. 

Noes : Messrs. FOSTEE, BRYAN, SMITH, COX, F .  L. 
WALCOTT, ADAMS, CRAWFORD, MOTTLEY, GODDARD, 
GILT+ E. K. WALCOTT, w ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  and REECE-13. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 
was put and resolved in  the affirmative without 
&vision. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE 

FANCF. MOLASSES PRODUCTION RATES 
Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of thp Day 

stands in the name of the honourable senior bem- 
ber for St. Peter:-To move the passing of the fol- 
Lwing Resolution :-Resolution to approve the rate 
payable to producer and the rate of t a s  payable 
to the Fancy Molasses Control and Marketing 
Board on fancy moVasses produced during the crop 
year 1949-50 fixed by the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee on the advice of the Fancy Molasses 
Control and Marketing Board in accordance with 
Fegulations 5 and 6 of the Barbados Fancy 1Tolaqes 
Production and Export Regulations, 1938. 

At this stage Vr. SPEAKER left the C h d r  and 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair. 
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Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,- 
This Resolution is even more formal than that whicb 
we were cliscussing just now. This is a matter of 
approving the rates fixed by the Governor-in-Execu- 
tive Committee on the advice of the Fancy Xolasses 
Control and Marketing Board in respect of fancy 
molasses produced during the crop year 1949-50. 
I b ~ g  to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question ?hat this Resolution do now p a s  

was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

DECLINE I N  CANADA-WEST INDTES 
TRADE DISCUSSED ON MOTION FOR 

ADJOURKMENT 

I .  GODDARD : Mr. Deputy Speaker,- 
I beg to move the adjournment of the House for 
five minutes in  order to discuss a matter of public 
interest. There appeared in the "Advocate" 'bf 
last Friday an article written bp a London Cor- 
respondent on the talks which were recently going 
or. in  London between Canadian and United King- 
dom Ministers on the decline in trade between 
Canada and the West Indies. J t  was stated that 
the TJnited Kingdom Representative who was the 
Second secretary to the Treasury was emphatically 
told that the decline in trade between Canada and 
the West Indies was due to an unfair rationing 
of the West Indies in  Canadian trade. I n  that 
article there was a report from the Financial Times 
which said that the view of the United Kingdom 
was quite contrary to that, the United Kingdom 
claiming that the decline in Canada's share of the 
Eritish Caribbean market was a logical sequence 
of the recovery in general world trade. Bscausz 
of the recovery in general world bade, the market 
had movecl lfi.onl the-;e parts to other sreas outside 
the dollar area; the West Indies had found that i t  
was just as economic to buy from the sterling area 
as from Canada. The Report from the Pinamcial 
T i m a  went on to state that it was partly because 
of the change in the pattern of trade dictated by 
devaluation. that the sterling colonies had switched 
their purchases from purely commercid motivea 
and without dictation from Whitehall. Xr. Deputy 
Speaker, i t  is this last paragraph that I do now refute 
as  untrue and quite contrary to the findings of the 
commercial bodies in  the West Indies. As is well 
known, the markets between Canada and the West 
Indies are well established: they have been in exist- 
ence for many decades and to interrupt this trade 
and divert i t  to other parts of the world as has been 
done by the dictates of the British Government has 
resulted in  great disruption of trade and unbearable 
economic loss to the Colonies. If the British Govern- 
ment find that because of devahation the sterling 
Colonies had voluntarily switched their trade away 
from Canada is correat, then I would say that we 
could do away with all controls tomorrow. But  this 
is not so, for I know of many commodities such as 
potatoes, onions, textiles, drugs and hardware that 
despite devaluation can be bought much cheaper from 
Canada than we are having to pay in other markets. 
But price is not the only question about which we 
complain; Canada having supplied these markets for 
so many years, has learnt our requirements, the type 
of goods preferred in the West Indies and how they 
are to be packed besides their own regular sailings out 
of Canadian ports for their areas, and instead of 
having to buy potatoes three months in  advance as 
we have to do now in the case of buying Cyprus 
potatoes, we used to buy Canadian potatoes and other 
commodities for delivery every fortnight. I have on 

many occasions expressed the view that if we are to 
keep down the cost of living, we will need to get more 
dollars in  the West Indies from the British Govern- 
ment. These dollars are urgently required to buy 
the essential foodstuffs necessary to feed our large 
population. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this statement that Canada-- 
West Indies trade has diminished as a result of 
devaluation and not because of any directives from 
Whitehall was also published in  the "Trinidad 
Guardian" of even date and unless i t  is refuted by 
persons in  the West Indies, it will be taken as if 
we are satisfied with controls as they are. We are 
not satisfied for we do feel that a larger allocation 
of dollars could be made to the West Indies so that , we may continue to buy in  the market that  experi- 
ence teaches us is the most suitable and, despite 
devaluation, is yet the cheapest. I may mention that 
too often conferences are held in  these areas, the 
jomposition of which are all officials, to decide on 
xuestions that vitally affect the economy of our 
people. Decisions are made and when months after 
we seek the reason for any regulation, we are told 
that we in the West Indies have decided if ourselves. 
I'here was a time during the War  when the commer- 
cial brains were used either to make decisions or  give 
advice a t  such conferences; and I am sure that such 
decisions that were made or advice given was alwaysr 
in the interest of the West Indies. Bu t  why are the 
commercial bodies left so completely out a t  more 
recent conferences?-I do not know. However, the 
decisions are made by officials, and a t  whose directioq 8 
-Whitehall. Mr. Deputy Speaker, regardless of 
what opinion is held in the United Kingdom, we 
in the West Tndies still think that we are being forced 
to  buy our requirements in expensive and unsuitable 
markets and we feel that more considera~ion ern16 
be given to the West Indies where the allocation of 
dollars is concerned. 

Mr. WILKINSON : Mr. Speaker,-I beg to sec- 
ond the motion for the adjournment of the House 
to impport the remaplrs of the senior member for  
Christ C'hrch. When statement5 such as the hen- 
ourable member has read appear in \a, re~~ponsiblv 
journal as The Pinandcsl Times, i t  i s  our duty -$o 
point out that they are incorreot*. Now, Sir, you 
linow a? 13-ell a s  I do that i t  is not true to say that our 
commerce had diverted automatidally from Canada 
to England. We have been forced to import 3rom 
England many items which we used to get from Can- 
ada, and one of the most serious aspects of ,therj2 
restrictions in respect of our trade with, Cana.da, as , the honourcalble mem'ber mentioned, is thatr ships are 
coming down more than half empty and i t  ig likely 
that they will continua to do so. The last ship which 
arrived here on Thursday last-the "Canadian Co_n- 
siructor"-landed 30 tons of cargo atr this port aud 
as you know, Sir, she has unfortunately gone aground 
off Gredada. That big ship left Barbadas with oqly 
800 tom of cargo for Grenada, St.  Vincent, Trinidad, 
and Britifsh Guiana and under w c h  conditions i t  13 
impos~ible for  i t  to pay its way. I repeat; that that 
is one of the most serious aspects of *he dollar rpstric- 
tions and if this steamship iservice is suspended it 
will mean that a lot of ,people would not be a& $o 
travel from island to island in these parts There is 4ne 
point-which the honourable member has not mentioned 
and i t  is this: Many goods which we used to get from 
Canada we now have to import from England 
at much greater cost. Itwould arrtonish you to know 
that @any items are imported into England from 
Cenada and the U.S.A., put  into refrigerators, then 
shipped to us in the West Indies and we have, to pay 
a ,profit on those goods to the English manqFacturew. 
As the honourable memwr has mid, we are nevep 



taken into consultation when they have these coder- 
ewes in Blarbados behind closed doors and as a ru!c 
these conferences are arttended, ahnost entirely if not 
entirely, by officials whom I call ships-that-passill. 
the-night. For these gentlemen to decide behind 
closed doors what we should be allowed to import 
without even consulting the people who live in these 
islandr is going a bit too far. I do hope that i~ ~ d p ~  
of this debate will 'be .lent Home, so that that state- 
ment which appeared in  the Press could be corrected. 

31r. MOTllLET : I n  isupporting the motion Sol 
the adjournment 1 sh0~11d like to say that I do not 
think that any of the honourable ineinbers who ham 
spoken htlve been as strong as I have been on this 
matter during the consideration of the Estimater a 
few moi~tihs ago. I t  gives me very great pleasurs 
to support this motion to discuss this question of dol- 
Br restrictions and the resultant treltment to peapi-: 
in  the colonies b5- the British Goyernment. Now, Sir, 
I am not a merchant. I am not a fimncier. I am 
not an economist but I believe thst I pwess  a Libtle 
eonlmollisense and I am quite sure that any man ~ h o  
is possessed witlh any conunonseme is 'bound to redize 
that  the question of cost of living is a tre~nendous one. 
Mr. Spdaker, I stood on the floor of this House and 
discussed this matter a short while ugo and a\  I liar-C 
said I do not think that either the mover or the sec- 
.c nder of this motion has been half as strong as I was 
bepalwe I (feel very sdronglp about the matter. Earliex 
in the day the j~ulior melnher for St. Thonlas paw 
notice of an Address which has for its obje~d :L rrduc- 
tion in the cost of living by may of relieving the i!r,- 
port duty on certain commodities. I do not feei 
myself that that is really the cure but I do feel that 
the whole question wants reviewing. The allocation 
of dollars lreailly affects the cost o~f living and any 
man in public life in this Country who caunot =WC 

that, is in@aipa'ble of undemtanding public adminie- 
tnabion. Mr. Slpealier, the stringent control of im- 
ports which is requested by those in Downing Street 
and the directions which they issue in  respect af th. 
countries from which we must import need to b: 
ktrongly criticized and I have said on the floolr of this 
House on a previous occasion that it is one of those quea 
tions on which I consider honourable n~einibers shonlri 
bind themselves together and present a united froiz:. 
We are still h u n d  by loyalty although any casual 
oblserver dan see1 that  i t  is becoming strained. You 
cannot expect a hungry people to 'be a loyal peoiple 
and i t  is time that some very strong talking be dono 
by those of us who are fortunate enough to represent 
the people. I use the expression "strong talking" 
because i t  is no use fooling ourselves. If the cast 
of living goes up and up, as is the case a t  present, 
and no effort is m!&e to release to us a greater pm- 
portion of dollars so that  we can import from the 
dollar areas goods Which can be sold to the masses m 
this Country a t  reduced prices and there by keep the 
cost of living down, then I say that the loyalty of the 
people in  these colonies will be strained. Mr. Speak- 
er, when one spelahkis of thk cost of living one is bound 
t o  think o l  Sugar because we must depend on the prize 
which we get for our chief product-gugar-and in 
this connection I should likei to draw attention to the 
fact that the delegation from the West Indies is being 
Bnocked about London after a period of n~onths of 
wait in^ a: comnared with the favounable treatment, 
vhich the British Aut'horities gave the Australian dele- 
gstion behind closed doorsasd sent them back home ,Tt 
may appear to persons in  the United Kingdom who 
are not f ~ ~ l l y  acanainted with these colonies tha& the 
people @re  ~atisfied but mch is far  from being the 
case. The qumtion of the allocation of dolhrs must 
interest every member of this Assembly. I too read 

he statement to x~hich the senior member 
for Christ Church referred. I ,a130 read a 
statement in  the Triruiclad Guardt$.n cif last Thur3- 
lay's date, to which I should like to  refer because, in 
my opinion, it is of paramount importlance to Barba- 
dos. If my remarks seem to point to inactivity on 
the part of the local Government I hope that the criti- 
:ism ~ v i l l  be taken a& beiug made in good faith. I n  
the ITri~iidad Gzlarclian, Mr. Shenfield, the Economic 
Adviser to  the Governmsllt of Trinidad, gave RI list 
of about eight new inclustries which would attract 
capital to that colol~y of aq~prosimately $12,000,009 
U. S. Currency - $1'7,000,000, B. W. I. Currency. 
Those industries inclucle textiles, flour, hotehq a d  
temenit. The reason why I refer to that statement is 
thii:  Anyonc who read the article would see that 
on the iface of it' the policy of the British Government, 
in respect of dollar investments b s  somewhat changed 
and as soon as it, was tliscovered that their policy ii: 

this respect has been changed, the Trinid?d Gov- 
arninent immediately started to work;-this. in  1n.y 
opinion, ha< to do vith wi;t of living; everything that  
is assoc4ated with indu3try reflects in the cost of living 
and anything you may do here cmlnot really a&st in 
leducing the c o ~ t  cK living unless you gelt dollars. 
Well, as I was %;vina, this change of policy oif the 
British Goverrnnent haq not yet been advertised in 
Rarbnclos so a ~ s  to allow capital to be encouraged from 
the Vnifed States of America. I would like to know 
if similar conditions cannot be off'ered to Barbados 
'because the establishment of lzew industkies i n  this 
isIand must resalt in the pyoviding of emrploymenB 
for our people. If ,  I repeat, the policy of the British 
Government in respect of dollar investments has been 
changed and new indnsltries are to be established in 
Trinidad with American ctupital, I&& about Barba- 
dos! Remember that the number oif industries which 
can be alxovbed in the TTTest, Indies are really limited 
-there are no two X-ay.: about that-and T f,.ar that 
if -m  sit d o m  and let i t  appear that we are iri.9~tivt), 
everything mill go to Trinidad and Barbados will 
have nothing. 

Jfr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not want to  
interrupt the honourable member but this d&ate was 
started on a matter of allocating dollars to enable 
goods to be imparted .for dollar !areas. The hononr- 
aMe member is now \;discusing the question of manc- 
factnrers coming inta the West Tndies to establish. 
industries. 

Mr. XOTTLEY: I appreciate the latitxde 
which Your Honotr has given me but rat he^ than 
waiit to do so in the future I t,hought I would seize 
this opportunity to discus;s thi.: question of the estab- 
lishment of nelw industries in  the British West I n d i a  
with American capital. 111 Trinidad there is an Aid 
to Industries Ordinamce and TT-e want in this Countm 
a proper Aid to Industries Act: it is no use fooling 
ourselves: i t  is our life's blood apart from Sugar 
You either bring new industries to, Balrbados or  tht. 
people will starve bccawe thev are being exploited 
by the British people. I 1611 never apologize for 
ssping that the people in the British West Indies are 
being exploited. You do not have to he an economist 
to understand that. The Leader of the Opposition-- 
Fe is an Ei~glishmn~in - has told 11s th2t the Bdtish 
peocp8e import woods from the U.S.A., piit tBem in 
cold storage and ~ h i u  them to as at a profit. Is that 
not emloitation? I say that they are takinq advm- 
tagc od us. I repeat that we want in Barbado.: 
a proDer Aid to Tndustriee Act. What industry can 
we &tract to Barhadoq in the abyence of a proper Aid 
to Indnstrjw Act? T how that we are at w e  nn this 
matter. From what T have seen and obs~rvccl in 
recent mceks, as far  as the Party supporting the GOT- 



eriiment is concerned, and from the Speech from the 
Throne I haive a, little hope. Whether you are  a 
member. or a supporter of the Government or  a mem- 
ber of the Opposition i t  must be apparent to you that 
a n  Aid to Industries Act is needed in  this island 
because you are not going to get people even suggest- 
ing to you about investing foreign capital in Barba- 
C ~ S  unlrss you can s h o ~ ~  %hem the law under which 
they are to opdrztte. $17,0010,000 British West In&au 
dollars! If we could attract $3,000,000, if we lcoulcl 
get one industry here that v-ould absorb a hundrec 
of our unemployed men land women, do you know 
what that would mean to the economy of flarbados! 
I t  would certainly mekm a lot to this Country. When 
I spoke here a little more t l l ~ ~ l  a month ago on this 
c,uestion I asked "Can myboclp inform me what i b  

the allocation of dollars to Barbadois?" and urp to 
now I have not heard what it is. Like the senior 
membeJr. for Christ Church I feel lTery strongly ou 
this matter. As regards the attraction of American 
capital to this iJ.tncl is concerned, do ]lot let i t  appear 
as if there is inactivity on the part of the local Gov- 
cmmrnt. The Economic Adviser to the Qovei~lmetlt 
of Trinidad actually went t o  New York to encouragc 
the establishment of new industries in  that colony and, 
in my opinion, the time has come for the local Gov- 
ernment to he mare active in this matker. Nr.  Speaker, 
I read this information about $12,00~0,OCFO U. S'. A. 
Currency being invested in  Triniclad at night and 
during that night 1 could not sleep. I Taw in front 
of me all nigh& $17,000,000 B. W. l. Curreilcy being 
Invested in Trinidad and I said to myself "Oh, God, 
what about Barbados? If wr could only yet $2.000,000 
invested in  Biarbados ! ' ' $2,000,000 is a lot of money 
Can't we send somebody to the U.S.A. too9 But  
nobody is going to invest their millions in this island 
without a proper Aid to Industries Act on our 
Statute Books. I repeat that the high cost of living 
~ n d  the low standard of living of the people in  
this island are partly due to the treatment meted out 
to us by the British Government. Their method OC 
exploitation is straining the 1oy;qlty of the people of 
this colony and the only way, Mr. Speaker, you wil! 
stop me and others from telling them about their 
exploifiation is when we are sat5ded that that exploit- 
ation has been stopped. 1 could go fi-~rther. : ~ o n l d  
refer to the stopping of japanese goods from coming 
to this idand but you d a y  say that it wars, just yes- 
terday that  they offered us  protection and t.hat we 
n a s t  be loyal. But things orre getti'ng too bad. Do 
you Imow the price of a workingman's $hirt'? I have 
great pleasure in  supporting this motion. Nothing 
vi l l  be done to reduce the cost of living until we bind 
ourselves bgether, make a noise cis one set of people 
2nd let i t  be known that we resent this treatment 
which is being meted to  us. 

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Speaker,-Day after day 
1 realize that  we are liring in !a, fool's paradise. We 
.expect Britain to do for  us what we should ~t,tand u p  
as men m d  do for ou&elves. We talk certain things 
at home and when we go akoad  we talk something 
else. I have no sympathy with this motion. If you 
want results, join me in  my crusade land l& US com- 
bine to get a Country of our own (Laughter and 
cheers.) You cannot. axpect much from Barbados, 
a little 2x4 Country. When you talk about indus- 
tries you hiave-to bear in  mind that yon will have to 
bring in  raw materials and you will be competing 
against people who are i n  the business themselves. 
You must get down to earth and bZ realistic. Do 
not talk in the air just because you clan talk. You 
'have to bring in, I repeat. raw materials: you have 
to bring in  machinery and you ake going to have te 
Bght the people who are  tallready in the particular 

business. However, the senior member for Christ, 
Church is right when he said thi& we need more dol- 
lars; we need them. Bu t  can't you see the hand- 
writing on the wall? When Great B r i h i n  was a 
mighty Sation she dicl not make much use of her day 
and now she has no money. 

Ttnze l ike  UYL ever- rolling stream 
b e m w  c& i t s  so-rzs aqffiy. 

Britain is di dead horse ,ilrucl would you put  
your head in a dead horse's mouth? 1 have one 
great hope aud i t  is in  respect of the land and, 
the people whom Britain has exploited rand is 
continuing to exploit. Mrica, my Motherland, 
I,> tile cuuntry where we are going to set up  a Gov- 
rrnnielit to r~ld Gritain. Afrlca is going to be the 
haven of the very English people who now exploit its 
people. J u s t  as the U.S.A., has come to their rescue 
in every war, so will Africa come to their rescue 
economically in years to come. And if you doubt 
that statement, you clo~~bt  God's work. Whatever 
goes up must come back down. I have nothing 
against the British people but knowing people as J 
do and having studied history such as i t  is I nimt 
conclucle that yon are wasting time asking poor peo- 
ple to help you with something. The British peo- 
ple are morally and iinancially bankrupt. The very 
people who keep Africa in the condition in which i t  
,s today zre morally bankrupt. Imagine the British 
rwople a f t ~ r  so many centuries, not having a currency 
~f their own! The British. as you know, had at  one 
vime colonies in Korth America and those same col- 
onies have had to come back and rescue England. 
Row can y o ~  expect that Barbados, could get any- 
thing from Great Britain? The backs of the British 
people are to the wall because God is working his 
purpose out. And you cannot understand it. They 
are going from bad to worse all the time. They 
have done too many wrong things; they still have 
people in chains and they cannot avoid what i~ 
happening to them. What are you asking them to 
do-give you more ddlars which they have not got? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: T would just like 
to remind the honourable member that Order No. 7 
under Private Members' Business is a Notice of an  
Address by him to His Excellency the Governor 
requesting a greater release of hard currency. 
(Laughter and Cheers). 

Mr. GARXER: That is to deal with business- 
men who have no qcotas. Be that as it may, Sir, 
I am not making fun. I am speaking seriously. I 
cannot help you in this business. I have another 
nroposition. This Country is too small. T have it 

big Continent in view. Join forces with me and let 
as claim that Continent. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of explanation. 
The honourable member is misquoting me by saying 
that I am begging Great Britain for something. 
What I am asking is that more dollars be released 
to us. Great Britain controls our economic set-up 
md, therefore, we on this side of the House are ask- , ing her to release more dollars to us. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would just like 
to point o ~ t  that the motion before the House has 
3een moved as the result of a statement in  a local 
newspaper to the effect that West Indian trade with 
Canada has been shifted to Great Britain in a natural 
r ay  rather than the result of the allocation of hard 
?urrency. 

Mr. GARNER: As thb senior member for the 
City knows I will never mipquote him. I will al- 
ways help him when he is right but when he is wrong 
I will endeavour to bring him back on the right 



track. The British Government has been exploiting 
us so long that its exploitation has now become a 
matter of everyday talk; i t  has been doing i t  whether 
it was a Conservative, Liberal or Socialist Govern- 
ment. That is its policy became i t  has to see that 
the British workers have a proper standard of liv- 
ing. Again, being such a small place, Britain has 
to snatch and go. If she has no currency of her on-n, 
what can she do? She has not got i t ;  she cannot 
get it ancl she is not able to give you because she 1s 
on the decline. She does not have the dollars. She 
will contiiice to exploit you as long as you are a 
British colony. She has to depend now on Marshal1 
Aid and European recovery. What has struck me 
is that Xngland and the other Socialist Nations have 
refused to ,join the Schuman Plan. When you see 
these Nations refusing to come together to-day their 
barks must be up against the wall. When I hear 
these thing.; my thoughts go to higher flights; that is 
why T an1 milling to leave Britain and 1006 to 
some~~harci else for posterity. Mr. Speaker, 1 do 
not wish to say any lllore at  this stage. 

Mr. REECE : Mr. Speaker,--TTe are expressing 
the opit~ion that we should have more dollars released 
to us and 1 should certainly like to express the view 
that we in the West Indies should know exactly how 
many dollars are allocated to the T e s t  Indies each 
year and, in  particular, the number of dollars that 
are allocated to each cni t  in the West Indies. We 
tvoulcl. also like to know the basiq on whicah thcsr al- 
locations are made and I do not think that that is 
askin? too much. If we are permitted to spencl the 
clolla~s allocated to us ourselves-in other words t a  
buy dircctly from the other dollar countries-we 
wonld be able to get more for those dollars than if 
the goods have to come to us through the medium of 
the United Kingdom. There can be no doubt that 
the economic condition in this Country-as a matter 
of fact in the whole Caribbean area-is a T7erp sad 
one and there is no prospect of the picture being 
brightbned under the present conditionq. I t  does not 
look as if our main industry-S~.gar--has a bright 
future and it does seem to me that if we spend the 
dollars oul~elves directly with the IT.S.A., Canada, 
and other hard currency areas we ~vould be able to 
benefit more because we would get greater value for 
the money. A h r e  all, me would know exactly what 
our people want whereas persons in Great Britain 
who are bnying to sell us will not hare the know- 
ledpe of the West Indies which we have. It is not 
merely a question of allominr us to have certain 
qcotas hnt aIso of telling us exactly how much we 
should have and, above all, allowing us to use our 
own initiative and purchase directly from the dollar 
areas to relieve the hardships which me are, to-day, 
suffering. When it comes to pioneer indnstries that 
is a different matter because what has been said b57 
the ~enioi- member for St. Philip has a great deal of 
trnth in it. We would have to import ram materials 
bnt, nevertheless, there are certain commodities which 
we monlil he able to manufactme although we would 
have to compete with the big financiers. 

NT. DEPVTY SPEAKER: I have already 
r ~ l e d  that T do not regard remarks about pioneer in- 
dustries as being relevant to this debate. I have al- 
levied a little latitude in this respect and I vould 
ask thc Imnourable member not to push it too far. 

I\fr REECE:  I agree with yon, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, but when i t  comes to the question of 
dollars T do think that we have a right to decide 
what we should do with the dollars that are allo- 
cated to 11s. 

Xr. MAPP: Mr.  Deputy Speaker,-I think 
i t  is .a good thing to clamour a t  times for more 
dollars because although the senior member for St. 
Philip observed that the British Government is at  
a low ebb, that the Eritish people and the British 
Sation are nearly domi to the bottom of the drain, 
yet, Sir, we knom that the dollar pool is there for 
all sterling areas- 

&Ir. DEPUTY SPEAKER:--l should just like 
the honourable member to note this: The object 
of this motion is to draw attention of the fact that 
the shifting of JTest Indian trade from Canada to 
England is due to an insufficiency of dollars ailo- 
cated to the West Indies. 

Nr. MAPP: Every now and then Jamaica 
gets more dollars than are allocated to them be- 
cause they keep a noise and I think that if we, now 
and again, keep on talking i t  may result in a little 
more benefit. But 1 want to say this: A lot of 
stress is being laid on giving us more dollars but 
I believe that our attitude should be that of spend. 
ing these dollars on the right imports. A lot of 
this dollar business is mixed up with things con- 
nected with the tourists and little of these extra 
dollars we are getting are left for other interests. 
l heard the senior member for thc City say that a 
proper Aid to Industries Act should be on our 
Statute Books but I c10 not knom what he means 
by the word "proper". They want to be relieved 
from the payment of income tax for a number of 
years but they cannot ask for relief from income 
tax unless they make profits. Relief from income 
tas ,  as far  as industries are concerned, may 
wi t  the senior member for the City but i t  
dors not wi t  I ~ I P  a n d  7 will sav so. These new 
ind~st r ies  want help before they make profits and 
when yon assist them to make profits they should pay 
on those profits. Certain honourable members are 
clamouring for more dollars : me should emphasize 
what we want thew dollars for. t VOICES .... To reduce 
the cost of living). 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker,-With regard to 
the request for more dollars I can quite appreciate 
that but as far  as nev  indi~stries are concerned l' 
should like the Government to be cantious when i t  
comes to giving them exemption from the payment of 
income tax. 

Mr. ADAMS: I have got up because two things 
seem to me to be very striking; one of them needs 
correction and the other needs clarification. I know 
that I shall be accused of being pro-Imperialist, but 
I do think that when honourable members make 
attacks as regards certain things they are not on as 
good ground as when they make them as regards 
others. No West Indian is going to feel satisfied, 
whatever he might think of the percentage of the 
sugar which the British Government may be taking 
from us, mith how we were treated as  compared mith 
Australia; but all our strictures of the Government 
come back to this, that we must band ourselves to- 
gether as West Indians. Although we may appear to 
be more than insular, we in Barbados should begin to 
set an example where self-government is concerned. 
I hope my friends on my left will see that i t  is imma- 
terial what party is in power, as Barbadians and West 
Indians we should clamour as quickly as possible 
for being put  in  a position like Australia or Canada. 
New Zealand is a dominion, its population is less than 
the population of the West Indies, and New Zealand 
i& entitled to sit around the table when currency and 
other problems are being dealt with. Therefore, the 
sooner we esteem ollrselves as a dominion the better 
it will be for  US. Accusing the British Government 
i!: not going to make any difference as regards the dol- 
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lar allocation; I will turn pink or blue before the 
urltish Governmefit changes any dollar allocation, 
because we are tiny cololues that are dlctated to m- 
steacl of our banalng oursdvea togetuer as qulckiy 
as posslule and claimlng the right 01 equality. I have 
alreauy said that we should not merely make a nolse 
but band ourselves together as yulckly as possible. I f  
rhc Gnlted states merely made a noise tney would 

l 
stlll be colonies instead or being the L'nlted States of 
Amerlca. 

 he next point I want to make is this. 1 am told 
that  a t  a meeting of some Institution or Association of 
which the honourable senior member for the City 
happens to be President and the honourable senior 
member for St. b d r e w  is Treasurer or Vice-Presi- 
dent or both, this same point made by the honourable 
senior member for Christ Church, about getting more 
dollars to purchase food was made. I cannot imagine 
a more fantastic argument than that; if this colony 
has money to spend, we should spend i t  on increasing 
our h o d  production. I would like to see this colony 
going back to the days when everybody had a little 
corned pork instead of importing it. I think i t  is most 
fantastic to argue that more dollars should be released 
to us so that we 3an buy imported food. On a mo- 
ment 'S reflection, the honourable member will see that 
i t  is infinitely better to subsirlizcl the growing of pigs 
in Barbados and make our own corned pork than 
import it from the TJnited States or the Argentine. 
Why should we be buying Canadian eggs? I cannot 
begin 60 see the validity of the argument about using 
more dollars for buying food. The honourable senior 
member for Christ Church used that argument a t  a 
time when he was on a political platform and one 
does not expect flights of genius from the Electors' 
Association on a political platform. I ask the honour- 
able member to reflect and see that our dollars are 
Ytmited, and i t  is better to increase our local produc- 
tion than to buy imported food. The honourable 
member spoke about food because the American tour- 
ists will come down here. I am only saying what is 
reported of the honourable member. I believe that 
.even the "Advocate" newspaper correctly reports 
the utterances of the Electors' Association; i t  is in 
their intcrest to report those speeches. 

As regards the Government's attitude towards 
industries, L happen to know a little of Mr. Shen- 
?ield, I know that he is an industrious gentleman, but 
'I will have to see these dollars in Trinidad first before 

* I swallow the argument which has been advanced. 
This Government enquired about the setting u p  of 
flour mills before the honourable junior member for 
St. Philip asked about that, and we were told that i t  
is not econpmic to do so. (A MEMBER: Trinidad has 
started.) Trinidad has started a lot of things; they 
started on a development scheme which went into 
liquidation before i t  began to operate.- All these 
schemes appearing in the Press are excellent ideas; 
i t  is good to explore what other people are doing, but 
do not sap that i t  is an excellent thing because you 
see i t  on paper. I n  connection with aiding industries, 
the gentlemen who started this knitting business here 
informed me that they preferred to come here rather 
than go to Trinidad and declared to me that they 
viere not asking for income tax exemption; and they 
are Rebrews. Mr. Benjamin came down here and the 
first proposal which he put up was free importation 
nf raw materials and machinery and exemption from 
income tax; but he did not insist on income tax exemp- 
tion. That was cut out before the matter r e a c h ~ d  
-the Executive Committee. Although this Govern- 

I ment mav feel that it js reasonable to i nd t l c~  people 
l tn start business here bv giving thig or that exenln- 

tion. i t  is not SO in every case. I t  is s u r n r i ~ i n ~  that 
J ews  can pome from .Jamaica and set up a plant here 

instead of going to Trinidad; they prefer the Barba- 
dlan workers. They Wcl that  the girls have 
lealllt tile Job yulelily and they are hrst class. 'l'he 
attitude of these Jews is that ir you work for profit 
you should pay nleoine tax. want-to say that the 
settlng up ur dour m i h ,  b i t t i n g  rnds  and so on- 

tllese tnings have been explored. Xuggestlons have 
Deen put up to us that we can make cement wnich ia 
better than Portland cement and different from what 
.herto liico 1s illakmg. The House will also reinem- 
ber tnat we passed a 6111 to aid the pottery industry 
and we found that the Other Place unceremoniously 
threw i t  out. We are up against such things but the 
Govzrnment cannot aliow them to make us mark time. 
1 have had a prolonged conversation with 1'rojI'essor 
Arthur Lewis, whom I respect both from the point of 
~ i e w  of his brains and the interest which he takes in  
811 things aiYecting the under-privileged, and I am 
yet to be persuaded that industrialisation, except pos- 
sibly m the sense of encouraging and hoping for 
well-established industries in  the ~sland,  can be the 
solutiou to our evils, especially that of unemployment. 
There is always the tendency to have cheap power. 
This Government would deserve to be called nitwits 
if we did not explore every means of improving the 
economy of this island; but we do not get on the 
house-top and shout about what we are doing. Some- 
times you cannot do that because matters might be in  
a delicate state of negotiation. Sometimes Trinidad 
and Jamaica have been trying to jump where W P  are. 
The honourable junior member for St. Philip is laugh- 
ing; he himself was a member of the Executive and 
he attacked us on the question of emigration when he 
knew what was being done. Even the "Advocate" 
drew attention to what we have been told a b u t  the 
delicate prospect of emigration to the United States, 
but it was still thrown a t  us that we made no provi- 
sion for it. The honourable junior member for St 
James. speaking as the President of the Electors' 
Association, referred to members on this side of the 
House ; at  one minntr they are "yes-men" and a t  the 
other minute they can talk as  they like. I t  is good 
that the honourable senior member for Christ Church 
has drawn the attention of the House to that par* 
graph in the article which we inay not have seen, but 
in our position as tiny colonies we should see that 
the energy we expend in cursing the British Govern- 
ment could be far  better used in  getting out of colo- 
nial status. We are still going to be colonials when 
we curse the British Governmellt ; we will still be with 
the amount allocated to us. We s h o ~ l d  insist on hav- 
ing self-government in the West Indies and, as speed- 
ily as possible, dominion status. Of course from a 
psychological point of dew,  this is the moment for 
insisting on federation. I hope that honourable mem- 
bms will see that i t  is our duty to get together and 
try and put  a n  end to these things; I hope that hon- 
ourable members from all parties will see how essen- 
kial it is to lift  ourselves out of the position of being 
colonials and then there will be no question of getting 
more dollars. We will be a t  the beginnir~lg of any 
currency negotiations that may be taking place. 

Mr. GRAWF'ORD : The hour is getting late and 
most of us are rea3onably tired after a long s i t t i q ;  
but I want to disabuse the mind of the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph of the idea that the 
proprietors of this textile concern in Coleridge Street 
were not as anxious as any other industrial group in 
these colonies to get assistance under an Aid to Indus- 
tries Bill. Before they started here they were assured 
that the Government had such a Bill under considera- 
tion: I think the Bill had actually been introduced 
and i t  was with that in mind that they earnestly began 
to start the plant here. With regard to the fact that 
they are not specially concerned with income tax 



exemption, the honourable member supplied the an- 
swer to that himself. They are Hebrews and they did 
not think about income tax  before hand; but 1 kllow 
that Mr. Saunders, who was the moving spirit in  the 
whole affair, was particularly cmcerned about having 
legislation for assisting in bringing the equ~pmeilt 
here. l think the comlllunity owes a debt of gratitude 
to Mr. B e a ~ b r u n  for gettlng this plant here ; wheu i t  
came, there was no Bill to  exempt the proprietors 
from the payment of Customs duty and they wera 
minded to send all the machinery to Trinidad. How- 
ever, they were assured either by the Colonial 
Secretary or the Financial Secretary that the Govern- 
ment would refund the Customs duty and they estab- 
lished the plant here. On the whole question of in- 
dustrial development, the honourable senior member 
for  St. Joselph has advanced excuses for not doing 
certain things and he says what has been done and 
what has not been done ; he does not believe in  indus- 
trial development in a little colony. That is the main 
reason why the policy of the Government is as non- 
existent as i t  is on the question of industrialisatioo. 
I could never see eye to  eye with him on that point; 
we are going to sit here and in  the next five or six 
years other colonies will be completely industrialised 
and we will not have got anywhere. Plans for indus- 
trial development in Trinidad are not remaining just 
plans; we can be certain that in  the near future 
industries will be established there. They already 
have a box factory, you are getting a beer factory 
and a cement factory and they are supplying other 
West Indian colonies with their products. Half dozen 
of the various items which you see in Broad Street 
have come from Trinidad and Jamaica is also doing 
well. If you want to know how well colonies arc 
doill? ,you can think of Trinidad, Jamaica and Pnertc 
Rico. As regards Puerto Rico, even America realise: 
that she has much to learn from that colony snd it ha: 
been said that Puerto Rico is the inspiratio11 of wha 
is in Jamaica. There is hardly a s~ggestion made b~ 
&her of the major Parties in Jamaica for i~nprovinf 
that colony. which is not based on something in Puertc 
Rim. and if we are sitting here and sayins that tee 

are mainly an agricultural community, we will nevel 
get anywhere. I. am willing to agree that the soone] 
we are united by federation and have self-government 
the quicker we will eontml onr own affairs: but tha 
does not mean that we will bring to bear a propel 
perspective on a particular colony. The honourabll 
senior member for St. Joseph will be the first to admi 
that in so far as the question of industrial develop 

eovern rnent is concerned-well we almost have self-, 
ment now and if we want to embark on industria 
development nobody can stop us. 

As regards the question of dollar allocation, tha 
is more or less like an individual giving us just wha 
we earn. In fact, I believe that the expenditu1.e i 
more than what our earning is. That is a matte 
about which T intended to ad: myself; T did no 
expect it to bp answered because it is a rarefull, 
guarded secret. We in the West Indies are allocatec 
the amount of dollars which we earn for the purchas 
of essential commodities from the hard currency areas 
but on the question of a greater allocation to Bar 
bados for the purchase of foodstuffs. it is impossibl 
not to agrw with the submissions of the honourabl 
senior member for St. Joseph. I t  is far  b ~ t t e r  t 
subsidise local production than to spend money i. 
importing foodstuffs; however, there are cprtaii 
foodstuffs which we shall have to import for a Ion 
time, and it is to those foodstuffs that honourabl 
members referred when they spoke abont a greate 
allocation of dollars. Tf we can produce some of %,ha 

je need, we cannot produce all we need, and i t  
:ems that there is some case for our having dollars 

buy foodstuffs cheaper than how we have to buy 
; present from sterling areas. I n  other words 
C we can buy these foodstuffs cheaper than we are 
ow buying them, the cost to the colony %"ill be less 
ban a t  present. If,  on the other hand, one saw ' 
ome active policy on the part of the Government 
,r making the colony more ~df-sufficient, one could 
nore appreciate the submissions of the honourable 
enior member for St. Joseph. If I had more time 
t my disposal I mould certainly ask for the oppor- 
-ty further to discuss the whole question of in- 
[ustrial development because it is a matter to which 

have devoted some time and attention, a matter 
In which those of us who think like myself will ha-ve 
o go on talking until we can bring our opponents 
o our point of view. We have done a fair measure 
f conversion; the Aid to Industries Bill would 
lot have reached here if we had not done the job 
f conversion which we have done, and in  process 
f time, by sheer force of circumstances if nothing 
nore. honourable members on my right will be com- 
detely converted to the view that every possible 
hing must be done in order to develop the country in- 
Lustrially. On this question of dollar allocation, hon- 
~urable members will be well advised to t ry  and get 
rome facts about the position; every time you talk 
with an official on the question he tells you that you 
sre spending more than you earn, and you cannot 
press your point. The Government should be asked 
to make a statement on the matter and if they are 
hiding anything, there must be something to hide. 
I* we press the point here that we are spending more 
tnan we earn, they will readily give us the informa- 
tion. Thwe are other points which I wanted to 
make but I am sure that the opportunity will come 
n the near f u t ~ r e  for us to have a more exhaustive 
discussion on this most important matter. 

Mr. GODDARD: I should like to reply to cer- 
tain observations and criticisms of members dnring 
this debate. No one ran deny the fact that Canada- 
West Indies trade has diminished as a result of 
ilirection from Whitehall and not ai; they say fronl 
purely commercial motives, for if me are allowed 
to buy in whatever market we wished we mould re- 
vert to C 3 n . d ~  to- inorro~~~ despite devaluation, fpr  
almost every commodity ~ v a s  bought from Canada 
before devaluation. 

As regards the reference by the hon. senior 
member for St. Joseph about a public speech which 
I made on behalf of the tourist industry and the 
econoniic advantage to be gained from such an in- 
dustry, my plea was for additional dollars to buy 
food and other merchandise that the American a ~ l d  
Canadian tourist expected to find in any vacational 
resort, my argument being that those additional dol- 
lars could be doublecl or even trebled. That has no 
bearing on this subject, for the foodstuffs about 
vhich 1 m-&., speaking would Fe the ersentials ~ ~ ~ h i e ~ 1  
we have to buy for our poor people, such as pigtails, 
snouts, cornmeal and flour and we do need these 
essentials in great quantities. Therefore if we are to 
get greater quantities of these items we would have 
to be allotted more dollars than we now get. 

With regard to the new policy of allowing 
American capital to come into the \Vest Indies under 
certain conditions, T do agree most emphatically with 
the hon. senior member for the City that our Gov- 
ernment will release the news long after Trinidad 
and Jamaica have taken full advantage of the same 
policy. We shall probably wait until these two colo- 
nies have attracted all worth-while indllstries and 
then it will be made known that such a policy also 
applies to Barbados; by that time we will have 
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P t o  content ourselves by being good consumers o 
3. 

$he products mhich these very industries establishet 
elsewhere in the West lndies are making. Again W( 
shall be too late for  the economic set-up of thest 
Colonies is such that one well-established indus t r~  
in any colony will satisfy the requirements of t h ~  

,.entire area. 
Mention was also made of some indnstrialjst; 

f asking for exemption from ineonir t a r  for a perioc 
of time and others not asking for this eselnption 
Again I say that is probably true, for if someont 
does establish a factory which is mostly n~achinerj ' 
and he finds after a few years that i t  is not a pay 
ing concern, then he may reinovc the machinery else 
where without very great 105s. But hotels are of 2 
different nature; they canilot be removed and thc 
uncertainty of a continued flow of tourists is alway: 
great. Quite naturally hotel investors do consider that 
their risks are greater, and with to-day's extremely 
high cost of building, except such tax esem~t ions  
are made to snch industries, you are hardly likely 
to attract anyone in that  field. 

Sir, if thr  view held in London is true that 
Canada-West Indie3 trade has shifted to other mar- 
k e t ~  purely from commercial reasons and without 
dictation from Whitehall then let them give us more 
dollars and see if within three months the Canadian 
ships v i l l  not br c~tlling a t  eyer.y T e s t  Indian port 
with f d l  cargoes. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I ask leave 
to withdraw my motion. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
was granted leave to withdraw his motion. 

APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COiWMITTEE 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to move for the 
appointment of a Select Committee to considen and 
prepare a Draft Reply to His Excellency's Message 
No. 21/1950 which has just been cyclostyled. I would 
like the House to reply to this-Message by the end 
of the week because the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies has been sending urgent cables in connection 
with this matter. This Message relates to the "Relief . Goods" Agreement between the United Kingdom 
and the U.S.A. It is an  extension of the Customs 
Tariff (Amendment) Act mhich was passed i n  1945 
providing for the free entry of relief goods sent 
to charitable organisations, and the colonies have 
been asked to join in this matter. The Secretary 
of State for the Colonies expected an answer as 
a result of our meeting today: so that if the Select 
Committee will meet before the end of the week and 
prepare the Reply to this Message I shall be very glad. 

There being no objection, leave r a s  granted tha 
bononrable member. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that a Select Com- 
mittee be appointed to consider and prepare a Draft 
Reply to His Excellency's ;Message Yo. 21/1950. 

Nr.  Cox seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. DEPTJTY SPEAKER: Subject to the 
approval of the House, I appoint the following howl 

ourable members to serve as  members of tbat Com- 
uiibtee :--The honourable junior member for  St. 
Thomas (Mr. MAPP), the honourable junior member 
for St.  James (Mr. WI~LKRVSON), the honourable senior 
member for St. Philip (Mr. GARNER) and the honour- 
able senior member for St. Michael (Mr. Cox). 

Mr. ADAMX: T ask that Your Honour be asso. 
ciated with this Committee. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:  I shall be pleased 
to be associated with the Committee. 

A t  this stage Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair. 
Mr. D A M S  : 1 ask that the honourable junior 

member for St. Philip be associated with this Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. C'RAWFORD : 1 think that we amended an 
Act in order to allow these goods to come in duty 
free. 1 think that this matter has been dealt with 
~lready.  

Mr. AYAMS : This Agreement goes further than 
ha t .  Paragraph 4 of this Message says this : "Th9 
Jovernment of Barbados provided for the customs 
iuty free treatment of relief goods sent to charitable 
xganisations under the Customs Tariff (Amendment) 
kct, 1948. Further legislation will be necessary to 
~rovide customs duty free treatment to the other 
ypes of consignments of relief goods". A relative in 

 he United States of America can now send packages 
through a commercial organisation to a relative or  to  
-1 charitable organisation in  Barbados. This is reqlly 
cl1 extension of what was passed in  1948; there are 
liree types of consignments of relief goods which will 

allowed to come in duty free. 

T B E  ADJOURNMENT ., , 

The Order Paper having been fixed, . j 
Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this House 

?o now adjourn to this day week, the 4th day of 
July, 1950, at  3 p.m. 

Mr. COX : 1 keg to second that. 
Mr. SPEAKER:  I observe that there is not a 

luorunl present. I will ask the Clerk to  ring the Bell. 
The Bell having been rung, 

Mr. SPEAKER:  There being less than twelve 
lollourable members present, this House stands 
,djonrneci until this day meek a t  twelve o'clock noon 
n accordance with the Rales. 

ERRATUM 

I n  the Debates of 20th June 1950 page 91, be- 
'inning at. line 42, please delete whole paragraph 
nd substitute the following : 

Mr. LEWTS : Although you can take these 
Yanses as read they must still be passed separately. 




