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THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL

REPORT)

SESSION 1950—51

-

~HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 10th October, 1950.
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assem-
bly met at 3 o’cloek p.m. on the abovementioned date.

. Present :

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HusBaNDs (Speaker),
His Honour Mr. A. E. 8. Lewis (Deputy Speaker),
Mr. L. B. Smrra (Chairman of Commattees), Messrs.
D. A. Foster,  F. B. Miuter, R. G. Marp, T. O.
Bryax, M. E. Cox, F. L. Warcort, G. H. Apams,
B.A, J. E. T. BRANCKER, F. C. Gooparp, F. E, C.
BeraeLy,. J. H. WikmNson, . 0.B.E., and Dr.
H. G. CumMins.

Prayers are read:

Messrs.  REECE, MOTTLEY, and WaRD enter th:
House and take their seats.

MINUTES
The Minutes of the meetings which were held

on the 19th September, 1950, and the 3rd October,
1950, respectively, having been circulated are taken

© as read and confirmed.
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Mr. GARNER enters the House and takes his seat.
DOCUMENT.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform
the House that I have received a Statement of Re-
venue and Expenditure to the 30th September, 1950,
from the Commissioners of Highways of the Parish
of St. James.

'_MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, — I have the hon-
our to present Messages from His Excelleney the

Governor as follows:—

‘Mrssacr 26/1950.
His Excellency the Gevernor
' o . to
The Honourable the House of Assembly

His Fxdellency the Governor has the honour to
inform the Honourable the House of Assembly that

the Fourth Session of the West Indian Confererice
will be held in Curacao from the 27th of November
to the 8th of December, 1950. .

2. In conformity with the procedure governing
that Conference Barbados will be represented by
two. delegates. At the previous eonferences Barbados
was representey by one delegate nominated by the
Honourable the House of Assembly and one delegate
nominated by His\ﬁxeeﬂemy the Governor, but on
the advice of His Majesty’s Secretary of State for
the Colonies it has ‘been decided that both of the
delegates should be nominated by the Legislature.

3. His Excellency will be glad to learn of the
nominations of the Legislature as soon as possible.

L. SAVAGE,
Governor.
Government House,
Bridgetown,
28th. September, 1950.

MEessace No. 27/1950,

His Excellency the Governor
to
The Honaumb‘le the House of Assembly

His Excellency the Governor has the honour
to inform the IIonourable the House of Assembly
that the Government of Antigua has requested that
an expression of its appreciation and grateful thanks
for the contribution made and the sympathy expressed
on the oceasion of the recent hurricane be conveyed
to the Legislature of Barbados on behalf of the peo-
ple of Antigua.

L. SAVAGE.
: Governor.
Government House,
Bridgetown, )
9th. October, 1950.

Mussaee No. 28/1950.
His Excellency the Governer

. To

The Honourable The House of Assembly
, s Excelleney the Governor has the honeur to
inform the Honourable the House of Assembly that
the Government of Trinidad has asked that the Dep-
uty Speaker of the House of Assembly in the absence
of His Honour the Speaket be invited to the opening
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ceremony on Hriday, the 20th. of October, of the Leg-
islative Council of Trinidad and Tobago appointed
under the new Trinidad and Tobago Constitution.

2. The Government of Trinidad will be pleased
10 pay all hotel expenses but regret that it cannot
meet; the cost of passages, Supplementary Hstimates
to meet the cost of the latter will be submitted to
the Legislature at an early date.

L. SAVAGE,
Governor.
Government House,
Bridgetown.
10th. October, 1950.

NOTICE

A Government Notiee is given as follows:—

Mr. ADAMS: Bill to provide for the establish-
ment of a Corporation to be known as the Natural
Gas Corporation, for the functions and duties of the
Corporation, for the acquisition by or transfer to it
of undertakings, rights and proper‘r} and to make
compensation ﬂherofor and for purposes connected
with the matters aforesaid.

QUESTIONS

Mr. SMITH: To engiure of the Senior Member
of the Execcutive Committee present at the next
meeting of the House of Assembly :—

Whether the Committee set up to review priee

control referred to in Message No. 34/1949 has yet '

presented a Report?
2. 1If the answer to Questlon above is ‘‘Yes’’

(a) When was such Report presented !0
Government ?

(h) Does Government propose to pubhshl
such Report?

3. Does Government contemplate taking anyr

action in respect of the abovementioned
Report?

Mr. FOSTER: To enquire of the Senior Mem-
ber of Senior Member of the Executive Committee
present .at the next meeting of the House of
Assembly :—

Is Government aware of the high percentage of
unemployment existing among the employees of the
Highways Department in the parish of St. Andrew
owing to the fact that labourers in the general gangs
are Lud off weekly?

9. That no work has been done on the Tenantry
Roads which have been submitted to Government by
the Vestry for the year 1950.

3. Will Government take immediate steps to
remedy same?

BILL READ A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Dr.
CuMMINS, a Bill to provide for the establishment of
a Corporation to be known as the Natural Gas
Corporation, for the acquisition by or transfer to it or
undertakings, rights, and property and to make com-
pensation therefor and for purposes connected with
the matters aforesaid is read a first time. :

Mr. Autper enters the House and takes his seat.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MR, BETHELL

Mr. BrrEELL asks for and is granted four
months’ leave of absence from his duties as a member

of the House as from the next meeting of the House.

EXCUSE FOR ABENT MEMBER

Mr. WiLKINsoN offers an excuse for the absence
of Mr. E. K. WaALcoTT who is unfortunately ill.

Mr. GiLL enters the ITouse and takes his seat.

HOUSE BIDS MR. SPEAKIR FAREWELL

Mr. ADAMS: Before the business of the Hous»
1s begun, Your Iionour, i am not sare — 1 regrer to
say—whether and, if so, to what extent any expres-
sion of opinion of the House has been miade made to
Your Honour in respect of your pending visit to the
United Kingdom. Inasmuch as 1 understand that this
s probably Your Ilonour’s last sitting before leaviug
tor the United Kingdom I would like, on behalf of
the Members of the House, to wish you and your wife
a safe voyage to, and an interesting time in, England.
It is bound to be interesting from a historical and
ceremonial point of view but I hope that in other re-
speets both you and Mrs. Husbands will find it inter-

esting, that you will come back to us refreshed as you

were on the last occassion and that you will be spared
tor many years to preside over the destinies of this
ancient Assembly, T am sure that among the pleas.
ures you will have of attending this ceremony of the

opening of a reconstructed House of Commons wili.

be a justifiable pride of presiding over an Assembly
that is second to only one other in the British Empire
apart from the House of Commons. It is something
for the West Indies to be proud of at any stagles of
their existence, more especially now that we are hop-

ing that we shall go forward in future as a singie

entity, I think that we in this House should be ex-
tremely glad to remember that ours is a long and

honounrable parliamentary tradition. I have no doubt,.

Mr. Speaker, that you will uphold the dignity of the
Speakership of this Assembly in wvour present visit.
Again T wish you God’s speed and a safe return to
vour labours here (Cheers).

Mr. WILKINSON: I have great pleasure in
supporting the remarks of the honomdb]@ senior
mewber for St. Joseph. We, Sir, are proud, as I
have said before i this House, that you and your
wife have been asked to represent this ancient Assem-
bly on such a historie occasion—the opening of the
new House of Commons. We sincerely hope that
vou and Mrs. Husbands will have a pleasant time
and a safe return to Barbados. We know, Sir, that

when you come back you will give us the benefit of

the knowledge and experience that you gained and
we most sincerely hope that you will preside over
this Chamber for many, many years to come. Cheers).

Mr. SPEAKER: Gentlemen,—T1 am very olad
to veceive your hearty wishes which, T feel and know,
are sincere. I leave this island shortlp to represent
one of the oldest parliaments in the British Fmpire.
T am deeply conscious of the honmour that hag been

done to me. T can only hope that when I go to England

T shall be truly representative of the honourable past
in Barbados and especially of this most aneient and
historic Chamber. Gentlemen, I shall remember it

and I hope to return to it and be with you as long as

you will have me (Cheers).
Mr. Srraker leaves the Chair and Mr., Drrury
SPrARER takes the Chair.
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order
stands in the name of the honourable senior member

| for St. Thomas,—To move the House into Committee

of Supply to consider the grant of sums of money
for the service of the Government,

On the motion of Dr. CUMMINS seeonded by Mr.
. L. Warcorr, My, Depvry SPEAKER leaves the Chair
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and the House goes into Committee of Supply, Mr.
Suite being in the Chair.

Mr. Crawrorp enters the House and takes his
seat. )
SUPPLEMENTARY VOTES 1'OR DEPARTAMENTS

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman—The first
Resolution is for the sum of $153,829 to Supplement
the amounts provided wnder certain Heads in the
Estimates for 1950-51. T propose to deal with the
Heads seriatim,

Head Vi—Customs

Item  Z0a.  Drawbacks — Seawell Coutract,
$45,000; item 23. (New) Ex-gratia refuud of Cus-
toms Duty and Package Tax, $5,437.

Dr. CUMMINS: { beg to move that ilead VI
stand part of the schedule.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that.

+ Mr. CRAWFORD: With respect to item 20a,
there is just oune observation I should like to make.
We are spending over one and a half million dollurs
at Seawell and from the information which has come
t0 me, very little of that money is being expended on
leeal labour. | recall that when we did soume
extension work at Seawell a few years ago, there was
only a small sum of money iu ecirenlation but the
businessmen in Christ Church and St. Philip could
see the result of that expenditure in their business;
of course an appreciable amount of it also found its
way into Bridgetown. Now that we are spending
this comparatively huge sum, so much mechanical
equipment is being used and so many of the highest
pald employees are imported from abroad that the
portion of the money circulated here is almost in-
finitesimal in the first place and in the second place
its circulation makes hardly any impact on local
trade. 1t iy, Sir, not improbable that similar work
may be done in this colony in the near future under
almost similar conditions, that is to say, we way use
an imported engineering firm to do a eertain amount
of work. We may, for instance, in the case of the
Deep Water Harbour Scheme—if and when it event-
uates—or in the case of the Drainage of the Con-
stitution Swamp, engage the services of an engineer-
ing firm which has the equipment to undertake jobs
of that sort and I want to make the suggestion that
in future attention should be paid to the possibility
of inserting, in any contract under which the
work is done, a clause which would ensure that the
minimum amount of machinery is used and the max-
imum amount of local labour—compatible of course
with economy—is emploved After all, Siv, for this
colony this expenditure is by no meang %mal] and
with our large unemployment problem and what not,
it is certainly to be expected that the utmost advantaoe
shonld acerue to the workingclasses from the aetual
undertaking and the project. This, T repeat, Sir, is
definitely not the case in thig instance and it is a
matter for considerable regret that provision has not
been already made to ensure that more of this ex-
penditure is cirenlated in this colonv. Figures,
of course, are not available to me or, T suppose, to
any of ug as vet but T shall not be at all surprised,
when this job is finished, if more than three-fourths
of the actual cost is sent abroad and the remainder
is spent in this colonv. That is not good enough, Sir,
«and while we want these thingg done with the ntmost
economy vet, Sir. T feel that the few points T have
mentioned should be given some consideration.

Mr. WILKINSON: T reallv want some infor-
mation as to when this work will be completed. 1

always understood that September was the month in

el

“way now is in such a

which the work would be completed but I hap-
pened to pasy there about two weeks ago and it seems
a long way froml completion. I would be glad if the
honourable member would give us some information
on that peoint because 1 understand that the rum-
condition that the large
planes — 1 am speaking, of course, of the T.C.A .,
planes—will not be able to come here for some
weeks. That I a pity, Sir, because we are close to
what is known here ag the tourist season. People from
the North pay us visits during the winter months
anc I think that it is most Important that the run-
way should be completed by the end of thig
month or else we shall lose a great deal of the
tourist trade. Our visitors always like to feel that ir
the case of emergency they can get back home by
plane even if they have to come by boat. I would like
the honourable member to give me some information
as to when this work will be completed. ~

Mr. MAPP : While it is not practicable, Mr.
Chairman, to write into a contract such as this, a pro-
posal that the minimum of machinery should be used,
especially in works of this nature, yet it is apparent,
from the questions which have been asked in this
House and the complaints which have been received
by members of this House and from veplies which
were tabled to certain questions I asked recently, that
there are many loopholes in the contract between this
yovernment and the firm of Harriman which will
teach us and the Government a lesson and open the
Government’s eves to certain necessities in future
when giving out contracts of -this kind. If there is
one such loophole it is that which allows the firm of
Harriman to bring in as many as forty odd Trinidad
workmen or technicians withont safeguarding that
such workmen and such technieal labour should he
obtained here before going outside for it. Trinidad
is the very ecolony that has recently imposed a very
strict ban on our workers entering it to seek employ-
ment and compete with labour in that eolony. In our
present state of unemployment and in view of the
few prospects of our people finding jobs here in the
very near future I think that the safeguard which the
(Government should impose, when doing work as it is
at present doing at Seawell, should be to make it im-
possible from any contractor to bring in foreign
labour when that labour could be obtained lozally. I
hope that the Government, as has been already said,
will Tearn from this the hard lesson that these forelvu
companies will drive hard bargains and that we, on
the other hand, must drive hard bargains too in the
interest of our people. I cannot help agreeing that
this money has not been spent entirely in the interest
of this colony. I am going to say this now : If this
money was not being spent for the purpose for which
it 18 bemg spent, namely, to help the tourist trade,
there wonld be no end of opposition to having obtair.
ed a loan or grant from Colonial Development and
Welfare for the purpose and to the work being
given priority. Be that as it may. this is not
the time to speak along such lines because
vwe have already agreed to it. Whether it
should be given priority or whether we shounld receive
the grant or not, we cannot go into now:; but I can
only express the hope that in future the interests of
local lahour would always come first in the 'drawmg
up of these contracts and that there will be no oppor-
tunity for contractors to bring in any number of
employem from outalde

Dr. CUMMINR: Chairman,—In answer to
the junior member for St James as to the time When
the work at Seawell will 'be completed, we are not in
a position to tell tha tlme when the job is expected to
be finigshed but this House was told that when the new
runway cuts the old one, the heavy planes would not
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be able to come here for a time but the light ones will
be able to land. That was envisaged from the begin- |
ning, as far as [ remember.

The question that Head VI, Customs, stand part of
the schedule is put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Head XI1II—Legislatuye

20. Reporting and printing debates of the
Legislature, $460.

On the motion of Dr. Cumiuns, seconded by
Mr. F. 1. Wancort, Head XITI, Legislature, stands
part of the schedule.

Head XIV—Legal Departments

52. Probation Services, $823. )

On the motion of Dr. Cummixs, seconded by Mr.
. 1. Warcorr, Head X1V, Legal Departments,
stands part of the schedule.

Head XV-—Police

6. Rent allowance for two Inspectors, $274.

15. Medieal Attendants, $400.

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to move that Head XV
stand part of the schedule.

My, F. I.. WALCOTT : I beg to second that.

Mr. WILKINSON: Mr. Chairman,— I sece that
the note to item 15, Medical Attendants, says :—‘The
Office of Police Medical Officer of Distriet ‘°A’" be-
came vacant on the lst September; the post has been
advertised but no applications have been received. In
order to obtain the services of a medical officer in an
acting capacity it is necessary to pay a salary of
$2,160 per annum..... > 1 do mnot have my copy of
the Estimates with me but I think that the salary
attached to this post is in the neighbourhood of £200
PEr annum; now you are proposing to give an acting
man over more than double that salary. I wonder if
the honourable member can tell me what salary they
propose to pay for this post in the future.

Mr. BETHELL : Mr. Chairman,~—The junior
member for St. James spoke as if he is against this
salary of $2,160 per annum for an acting Police
Medical Officer. I am wondering what is going fo
happen in the case of the Surgeon of the Prisons. I
am only trying to stop a noise befcre it comes.

Mr. MOTTLEY : If you are paying £200 a year
as the salary for this post and you now propose to pay
an acting man $2,160 a year, surely we should be
given some further information. It is true that the
note says that ‘‘it is proposed to review the terms of
appointment of part time posts of Medical Attend-
ants to Government Institutions,”’” but what I would
like to know is if you are paving £200 a year now,
how you arvive at actually £450 for an acting man. 1
know that it is rather difficult in these days of pros-
perous doctors in the island to get any medical prac-
titioner at all to come out— ‘after 6 p.m.”” says th
senior member for St. Joseph. I know it is difficult
to get medical practitioners but I would still like to
know how you arrive at more than double the salary
for this acting appointment. Is this the salary
agreed upon for a medical attendant? You
advertised for applicants for the post at a salary
of $80 a month and got no applications. I hope that
you have not fixed this salary of $2,160 per annum
for any one man to come in and act; that is all T would
like to know.

Dr. CUMMINS : Well, Sir, the former holder of
this post of Police Medical Officer of District ‘‘A”’
regigned. The Government advertised for doctors on
the basis of a salary of £200 a year and there were no

applications. Subsequently the doetor who is now

acting came in and said that he would act in the job
for this figure. There was also another applicant who
asked for £600 a year and the Government accepted
the lower figure. As regards the future, there is a
proposal to amalgamate all these part-time Medical
posts — Police Medical Officer of Distriet A, Police
Medical Officer of the Prisons, Assistant Port
Health Officer, and the Medical Officer of the Laz-
aretto — and get ome wholestime medical man to
do the work; that is why the note says that ‘It is
proposed to review the terms of appointment of part-
time posts of Medical Attendants to Government
Institutions.”’

The question that Head XV, Police, stand part
of the schedule iy put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Head XVI — Prisons

28. Fodder, $720.

Dr. CCMMINS: I beg to move
XVI stand part! of the schedule.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman,—This $720 is
being asked for to purchase additional fodder for
the Stock Farm, at the Prisons. Now, Sir, I notice that
in last year’s Estimates $1,440 was provided for the
outlay of the farm, $360 for stock for the farm and
$480 for fodder. This Resolution asks for €720 more
this year for the same item, fodder. The note says:—-
““The progress of the young Stock Farm at the
Priscn has been sufficiently good as tc warrant the
increase of the stock by more than 100% ; this will
entail the purchase of additional fodder ete. It is
expected that the revenue to be derived from sales
of young stock, eggs etc. will more than cover the
amount expended on the purchase of fodder.”’ I have
tried but I found it difficult to obtain a visit to this
farm at the Prison., (A Voice: That is not true). An
honourable member says that that is not true but I re-
peat that T found it very difficult to gain entry where-
by I could see what this farm looks like because T
could not support the carrying on of a stock farm
which would produce food of a good quality and at
the same time the food which is supplied to the prison
population is of the same tyvpe as that of the last
fifty vears or more. For the past couple of months
many reports have been brought to mec by people
leaving the Prison; thev complain that the treat-
ment up there is verv bad and that there has not beev
any improvement in the diet which is given.
Now, Sir, from what [ have read, it shows clearly that
this stock farm is entering trade, that is tosay, they
produce eggs, cabbages, beets, earrots, and soon up
there and these items are sold to hotelsorto certain
bomes. Prison labour is used in the running of this
farm and I am told that it is difficult for the prisoners
to get any part of the food which they produce; that
it is sold outside the Prison. 1 feel, Sir, that this
Department should not be permitted to enter cow-
nmerce. If you must find work for the prisoners and
vou build up a farm there, the food which they
produce should be consumed in the Prisons and not
be permitted to be sold in the outside market. There
have been numerous Committees which have discussed
and reported on the various methods of prison reform
and yet you get prisoners leaving that institution
and continuing to complain about the kind of diet
which is given to prisomers. 1 can tell honourable
members that prisoners are still getting 2 lbs of sweet
potatoes in the skin with a piece of raw salt fish eack
and they should not be given that diet when they are
growing lettuce, turnips, beets etc.  These vegetables
that are grown in the Prisons are sold outside to

tha. Head
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people who have their free choice of eating what-
ever their means can afford and it is time tnat th.s
should be stopped. 1 felt at the time when money Wwas
first voted for the purpose that this was a means of
training some of the prisoners in husbandry, but
since I have found out that they are scarcely given any
of this food I feel that it would be wrong for us o
continue to vote money for that Department for
this purpose. It is very bad that you should compei
prisoners to grow that food and then let it find its
way outside on the tables of the Rich and others.
The prisoners should be given an improved diet,
especially in these days when everybody is suggest-
ing what, in their opinion, are the best means of
reforming the criminal. It has been proved that
punitive measures alone will not reform him; you
will have to treat him as a human being, not to

tell him, ‘‘you must rear fowls here but you eannot
get any of the eggs in your diet; you must plant
earrots, turnips, and cabbages but you cannot get |
any in your diet. You must go on eating gruel, |
pap, stewed potatoes, and unwashed salt fish.”
You are sending out these men, more embittered
agains: society than they were when they went in
prison. It is not sense. If the prisoners produce
focd, let them use it inside the Prison, and see if
you cannot cut down the amount voted for pro-
visions. 1 notiece that we voted $24,000 in thig year’s
Estimates for provisions. It is considered high,
taking into consideration the kind of food which is
served and in addition you are voting this amount
to assist in producing a better kind of food, not tv
be used in the Prison but to be used outside it and
in that way enter the commercial channel and com-
pete with similar items that are produced by peasant
proprietors. It is wrong. I do mot know if other
honourable members have been approached but I have
had a lot of statements macde to me and the complawmts
about this Department certainly call for some invesii-
gation, T am told, Sir, of the case of one of the prisoners
cutting stones at Codrington who got a block drop-
ped on his foot. ITe was treated for nine months.
They stopped the treatment and according to his
statement, the foot has not got better and when he
complained he was told that a certain diet—which was
flonr pap—would relieve his pain. I have seen the
man since he came out; he has rallied at home
and he is still limping; he has been sent out with-
out any assistanee of any recognized value and
every vear we continie to vote a certain amount
in the Estimates for the rehabilitation of prisoners.
But even that amount, T notice, will be very small,
after taking into consideration the number of
prisoners who leave the Prisons within the period

of a year. We must realize that those pris-
pners have come from a walk of life, which,
when they are taken away from it and
put in prison, leaves them without anyone

outside to take care of what little possessions
they may have had before they went to prison.
Many of them on several oecasions have come ouf
of prison and found it difficult to make that connee-
tion which one with a family would have been able
to make and as such many of them are thrown upon
the streets to start off where they left off before they
went into prison. Tt is compulsory for every prisoner
to put in a certain amonunt of work a day. He
cannot get away from it unless he can prove that
he ig unable to go out that day, hence the doctor is
called in. T have only raised that point to show that
every member of the Prison contributes as much as
bhe should be given the opportunity to at least get
& reasonable meal out of the taxpayers of this colony.

It is nothing that is being given to him; it is some-
thing that he earns in there and although he may
have committed himself and there is a cause for his
being sent to jail, yet you must consider that he is
a human being and that he must not be treated less
than such. 1f these things continue to go on, you
wiil - find that in the end instead of trying
to  decrease your prison population you are go-
ing to increase it. I do mnot think that any
noral man would try to go to prison. A mnor-
mal man values his freedom and, therefore, it
should not be comsidered illegical to-say that if
you improve the conditions up there more peopls
would want to go there. It is sufficient punishment
to deprive & man of his freedom, plus the eompul-
sion, to produce what ig considered an adequate day’s
work by a prisoner. And if he is called upon to
do those things, Sir, at least you should say *‘Well,
the things he has produced inside the prison must
be consnmed in the prison by the prison population
and not to find its way outside on the tables of the
Rich.”” In thistwentieth century when everybody is
trying to get away from laborious work youstill see
prisoners pulling carts with stones in the broiling
sun after cutting them at Codrington and carting
them to the various places where they are ordered
to carry them and there is no attempt to relieve
them of that unnecessary task. It is time, Sir, that
vou do to that Department what you have done to
other Departments, that is, to stop those men
from being forced to haul carts laden with stones
from Codrington. And it is also extremely embar-
rassing, Mr. Chairman, for these men to be carried
around Bridgetown on display,—embarrassing mnot
only to themselves but also to those who have to aceon-
pany them; it is also embarrassing to all well-
mtentioned people who feel that we should
not allow things of that antiquated type to con-
linue in this day. It seems, Sir, that there
are some who, if it were possible to bring back the
days of the galleys, would do so, feeling that it is
the best treatment for certain people. It is going
to get us nowhere. We may as well face facts. If
those things are in truth and in faet horrible, do
not be ashamed to have them removed. What is the
sense of compelling those people up there to do those
things which have been done away with outside,
just because you want to say that you are punishing
them? The question is whether your punishment,
aIt_hong'h punitive, has prevented people from still
going there.  And what is the sense of walkine a
prisoner from Glendairy to the Hospital in Bay
Street in the hot sun with bad eyes and no protection,
when we are still asked to vote travelling allowance
for Tleads of Departments who have several cars at
their disposal, some of whom were not expecting any
additional travelling allowance? There is still time,
Sir, for us to realize that first things come first and
that many people up there in the Prisons are not solely
to be blamed for being there. Many of them, it has
been proved, go up there very innocently and many of
them, due to ignorance, have committed acts that do
not mean that we should not be a little more generous
towards them than previous Governments have been.
There ig still time to extend our sympathy although
the men may be wrong and I am hoping, Sir, that
the suggestions which T am-making will have some
cffect on the future decisions of the Executive Com-
mittee whenever they come to deal with this Depart-
ment. No arcument could be put up to justify com-
pelling a body of men to produnce commodities which
their bodies need and at the same time deprive them
of the right to enjoy any of those commodities.
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The question that IHead XVI stand puart of the
schedule is put and resolved in the atilvmative without
division.

Head XVII — Government Indusivial Schools
16, Lrovisions $o,6iZ.

Do CUsdldne 4 oeg to wove that Head X VI
stand part of the schedule.

Mr. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. GARNER:  Mr. Chairmoeu,—l am very
glad that at long iast tne Government bas gramied
this moiety to the Overseers, liospital Matrons aud
Matrous at the Government industrial Dohools, tat
there is one point that bas not been covered and ibis in
connection with the teaching stafi, Perbhaps honouranie
members are not aware that the teachiers at those
schools have to do extra work; they not ouly unave
to teach but they aiso have to do extra work and
they are not considered in this arrangemeuny at all
1 waut to know what the Government infends to wo
in that matter. |} think it is unfair to these teachers.
I repeat that they are not only schoolmasters but they
have other work to do at the iustitution and @t would
be unfair to exclude them from the benefits which
others on the staff now enjoy. I would like to hear
something about that. I intended asking a question
but 1 uwnderstood that something was being done
along these lines, so 1 bided my time until wow., I
do not want this question to go unanswered because
I want to be in a position to explain to these teachers
why they are not included. They are responsible
men and nwost of thews have given long years of service.

I do not see how yon van make chalk of some and

cheese of others and bring abont this disparity. 1
should really like the honourable introducer of this
Resolntion to tell me why these particiilar people arve
not included in this scheme.

Dr. COMMINS: Under the new arrangements,
the teachers at the Government Industrial Schools
will be paid as schoolteachers, plus 25 per cent. on
their rates of pay for these extra duties.

Mr. GARNER: I am can well understand
that; but on the other hand you have the storekeep-v
who at least is entitled to some backpay. Yon are
giving the others backpay from the 1st April, 1948,
to the 31st March, 1950. TUnder the old set-up be
got what the others got and now you are giving the
others backpay T do not see why he should not be
included.

Dr. CUMMINS:
ed at the moment.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before you put the gues
tion, Sir, I would like to say that it is indeed
gratifying to see that this matter is at long
last being attended to—the placing of ration
allowance on the same basis as that paid to
other employees of similar institutions, Several
things have been done within recent vyears
to improve the conditions obtaining at the Gov-
ernment Industrial Schools as far as the employ
ment of the staffs is concerned, and to improve the
general policy under which the institntion is con-
ducted. But one ontstanding grievance which re-
maing to be redressed is the provision of adequately
frained people to take care of this institution.
Juvenile delinqueney is supposed now to be a prob-
lem of scientific proportions and one in which
speeialized training is required if it is to be handled
effectively and T think that the time has come when
an attempt should be made to provide one or more
members on the staff with trainine which would
enable them to perform their duties more effectively.
There is a similar institution in Jamaica—a place
called ‘‘The Hope’’ and some years ago the Jamaican

That point is heing consider-

Government sent over to England certain members
of the Staff to be trained in work of a similar nature
and since their return to Jamaica, persons who kuew
*‘The Hope’’ before claim that it has been complete-
Iy transformed. People who did not know it before
but saw it for the first time comment very favourably
on the very high standard at which it is conducted.
As a matter, of fact employees of the Government
Industrial Schools would benefit considerably even
from training at “‘The Hope’' without being sent
to England. After all, Jamaica is a West Indian
colony and certainly conditions which apply to a West
Indian colony would be more than likely paralleled
in other West Indian colonies; so that if in the West
Indies we have an institution which is at the moment
run on tolerably efficient lines, perhaps it would be
advantageous to send staff members from similar
institutions to that institution for special training.
T do hope that sooner or later—T have put forward
this sugeestion before in this Chamber in reference
to. the same iostitution called ‘“The ITope’’—some
of the staffs of the Government Industrial Schools
will be given the opportunity to study whroad. either
in the West Tndieg or elsewhere, at approved institn-
tions in order that benefits, apart from placing de-
linquents under specialized care. may goon he_in
evidence at the loeal institution.

The question that 1Tead XVIT stand part of the
schednle is put and vesolved in the affirmuative wwith-
ont division.

Head XVIIT — Commissioncrs of Currency

8. (New) Printing Signatures and dates on
Curreney Notes, $400.2186.
9. (New) Office equipment. $216

Dr. CUMMINS: T beg to move that Head
XVTIT stand part of the schedule.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that,

Mr. MAPP: T would like to ask the members
of the Government if they are aware of a certain
Department where there are two electric fans ap-
pla]rent]y standing sentinel and almost of no use at
all.

The CHATIRMAN: On what item is the hon-
onrable member speaking.

Mr. MAPP: I am speaking on item 9. Office
equipment, the note to which states nfer alia:
“New electric fan for the vault in which is stored
stocks of cancelled notes which await sorting and
subsequent destruction—$35."" T am jnst throwing
out a hint and am hoping that the Government will
bear in mind that there are some electrie fans which
are not beine used.

The question that Head XVITI stand part of the
schedule ig put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

XX — Education

45.  Island Scholarships at Codrington College,
$864

48. West Indian University, $53,280.

On the motion of Dr. Cumwmins, seconded by
Mr. F. L. Warcorr, Head XX stands part of the
schedule. ’

Head X X1 — Department of Science and Agriculture
85. (a) (New).
Cficer, $657.
On the motion of Dr. Cumying, seconded by Mr.

F. L. Warcorr, Head XXI stands part of the
schedule.

Expenses  of Co-operative
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Head XXIIT -~ Medical Departments
VAR

(2) General Hospital

D. Salaries and Wages

1. (23) Dental Out-patient Service, $£960.

E. Miscellaneous.

6. (New). Medical Treatment for Nurse D.
Welch $787.

(3) Lumatic Asvium.

48. (New). Spareg and
Cinema Machine, $600. ..

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Head
XXIIT stand part of the schedule.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. ALLDER.: With regards to the Dental Out-
patient Service, I must express to the Government
my appreciation of its extending this Service to
accommodate more patients but what I still feel, and
what is felt by many other persons, is that an
Assistant should be given to the holder of this office.
Personally [ am of the opinion that a whole-time
dentist should be attached to the Department, so that
those persons who canmot afford to pay a dentist could
o there and have their teeth extracted. T hope that
some consideration will be given to my suggestions
inasmuch as the dentist has private duties to perform.

The question that Head XXITII stands part of
the Schedule is pnt and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Replacements  for

Hcead XXIV — Barbados Regiment

18, Uniform Allowanee For Staff Officer, $294

41. (New) Purchase of Efficiency Decorations
and Medals, $200.

On the motion of Dy. CumMINs, seconded by Mr
F. L. Warcorr, Head XXIV stands part of i
Schedule.

Head XX V—-DPublic Works Department

27. Unforeseen Minor Works, $600.

On the motion of Dr. CummiNg, seconded by Mr
F. L. Warncorr, Head XXV stands part of th
Schedule,

Head XX VIII—-Subsidies and Grants

21. Trade Comwmissioner in Canada, $300,

On the motion of Dr. Cummixg, seconded by Mr.
F. L. Wancorr, Head XXVIII stands part of th
Schedule.

Head X XIX—Miscellaneous Services

13. elephone rentals, transfers and installa-
tions, $450.

58. (New) Disability Pensions to Ex-Service-
men, $2,400.

59. (New) Ex-gratia gratuity to estate of
Wilbert Pinkett, $437.

60. (New) Tx-gratia
Bowman Padmore, $601.

61. (New). Ex-gratia gratnity to Alexander
Collymore, $321.

62. (New).

gratuity to estate of

Ex-gratia gratuity to Samuel

‘Oiriffith, $609.

On the motion of Dr, CumMming, seconded by Mr.
F. L. Wargorr, Head XXIX standg part of the
Schedule.

-

Head XXX —Income Taxr and Death Duties

11.  (New). Office Rent, $350. ,

On the motion of Dr, CuMMmINs, seconded by Mr.
F. 1. Wancorr, Head XXX stands part of the
Schedule.

Head XX XIIT — Airport

9. Incidentals, $150 s

14. Fire Protection, $700. y

15, TLighting of Airport, $1,500. s

16. Travelling Expenses, $600.

17. (a) (New) Telephones, $1,452.

On the motion of Dr. CuMmIns, seconded by Mr.
F. L. Warcorr, Head XXXIII stands part of the
Schedule,

Head XXXV—Housing Board

10. (New) Erection of pavilion and improvs-
ments to playing field at Deacon’s Housing Estate,
$700.

On the motion of Dr. CumMmiNs, seconded by Mr.
F. 1. Warncorr, Head XXXV stands part of the
Schedule.

ANNEXED ESTIMATES

1 Post office

14, Overseas (Surface) Mails, $27,500.

© 23, Office and Land Rents and Rates, $85.

29. Telephones, $30.

On the motion of Dr. CumMins, seconded by
Mr. ¥. L, Waucorr Annexed Estimates stand pars
of the Schedule. .

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that this Resolu-
tion for the sum of $153,829 do now pass.

Mr, F. L, WALCOTT: I beg to second that.

Mr. CRAWFORD : Before you put the question,
Sir, 1 beg to move that Head XXITI, Medical Depart.
wents, be re-committed in order that I may make an
observation on that unfortunate case of the nurse
of the Barbados General Hospital who is said to have
contracted a disease in the execution of her duties at
the Hospital.

Mr. MOTTLEY :
able member’s motion.

The question that Head XXIII, Medical Depart.
ments, be re-committed is put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

Mr. CRAWFORD : Sir—The case of Nurse Weich,
as T have said, is a very unfortunate one and while
it is frue that we are paying for her maintenance
and treatment in a sanatorium in Trinidad I think
we should also be sure in our minds, if she has any
dependents, that they will not suffer any financial loss
because the breadwinner is ineapacitated. T want to
know if her salary is still being paid her in thése
regrettable eircumstances, '

Dr. CUMMINS: I am told that she being a
Civil Servant, the normal regulations apply to her,
but for the benefit of the honourable member I will
make the necessary enguiry.

Mr. CRAWFORD: That illness of hers may
take some time before she recovers completely. I do
not remember the Regulations that apply to Civil
Servants. but I am prepared to say that she would
not be entitled to the full period if she does recover.
T am snggesting that provision be made to pay:her
her full salary during her entire illness. This is a case
which we have to view on its particular merits. The
position is this: This young lady was working at the

I beg to second the honour-




326 HOUSE T

»

o—

|

Hospital. She contracted this serious disease iu the
cxeeution of her duties. The Government is underiak-
ing to pay for her treatment at a sanatorivm in Trini-
dad. Now they want to say that she comes winder the
Civil Service Regulations but T am submitiing that in
my opinion the civcmmstances of this case merit ak
consideration and that in addition to paying Jor het
treatment and maintenance in Trimidad, her uil
salary should be given to her during the entire period
of the illness wntil vecovery. People who work in -
stitutions like these are open to the contracticn of alf
sorts of diseases and 1 think that when an uniort
ate incident like this does occur every gingie thin
should be done to cnsure that the ntmost conside
tion, financial and otherwise, is given to the i
fortunate victim of the circumstances.

The question that Head XXIII stand part v
the schedule is put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
is then put and vesolved in the affirmative without
division.

<

e

ara,
RS

RESOLUTION TO MEET EXPENSES IN COXNECTION WITH
THE REPAIR OF WESLEY HALL JUNIOR SCII0OL

Dr. CUMMINS.: The next Resolution is for the
sum of $15,000 to meet expenses In connection with
the repair of the roof of Wesley Hall Junior School.

In 1949-50 the sum of $95,000 was provided iu
the Estimates for building and equipping the Wesley
Hall Junior School, Tt was then propesed to puil
down the present building and construct a new on?
capable of accommodating 439 children. Since then,
the Colonial Enginecr thinks that the building, excepy
for the roof, is in good condition and should not be
pulled down. Thig $15.000 is to repair the roof which
is in very bad condition. As a matter of fact, Siv, unly
a few Saturdays ago, when it rained, some of the
ceiling fell in and it was fortunate that there were
no children inghe school at the time. T mention that
in order to let honourable members see the urgeney of
voting this money in order that the roof could be
repaired. [ beg to move that this Resolution do now
pass.

Mr. F. I, WALCOTT: T beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: It is refreshing, now that the
air is cleared, to see that we can again start on capi-
tal works and relieve these children of some of ther.
suffering at these elementary schools. I would like o
know, from the honourable member, who is really
going to do this work, (A VOICE: The Colonial
Engineer) and whether it is going to be done depart-
mentally. T know myself that this school is in a very
bad condition and it is very necessary to have it re-
paired quickly. 1 hope that if and when it is done
departmentally it will be a better job than at least
some of the monstrosities which were started and as
1o which we have been able to see ouly quite recently
why they are monstrosities. )

Mr. GARNER: Now that the honourabje
member has spoken about capital works T am inelined
to ask that something be done too. If you are really
going to re-embark on capital works I am going to
ask that a new school be erected in the central part
of St, Philip so that it can accommodate not only chil-
dren in St. Philip but in St. George, St. John and
Christ Church. If you are going to do any ecapital
works we do want a secondary school in St. Philip
The people have been told that they should spare
no pains in giving their children a secondary educa-
tion and T am sure that the parishioners of St. Philip
would welcome the coustruction of a secondary

—

school in their parish, While' I am on my feet I want
to compliment the (overnment on the improvement
of the bus service. The Government acted with coum-
mendable speed in that respect and I hope that they
wonld act similarly in respect of my request that &
secondary school be erected in the parish of
5t. Philip.

Mr. BRANCKER: Myr. Chairman,—The Gov-
ernment never seems to forget anything that is
necessary in the parish of St.Michael. On this
guestion of Capital Expenditure and the construction
of schools, if you were to take a drive along Haymans
Road you will see a building which is a memvorial to
Mr. Crowe and as far as Barbados is concerned I
Lope that he will reap the fruits of his labour in
the future. Persons who pass there ask in reference

to that building, questions such as these: ““Whose'

paddock is that?” ‘“Who keeps race horses there?’’
“‘Is that the Bethell Stables?’’ (Laughter). [ com-
mend the Covernrient to consider schools and other
works outside the St. Michael area. That building
in St. Peter has been remaining unfinished for a
fong time; it looks badly and nothing has been done
about it.  Again, there is the Half Mooen Fort
School. A site has been selected for the removal
of that school and nothing has been done to remove
it from its most insanitary location. I hope that
a word to the wise 1s sufficient and I trust that the
Executive Committee has some wise men on if.

Mr. WARD: Mr. Chairman,-—-What 1 get up
to say is this: The Government has proniised for
quite a long while to bnild a school in the Half Moon
Fort area which is a populous arvea. As far as [
can remember, money has been voted to build a
school in that area. The schools aronnd there are
overcrowded and 1 feel that the Government should
make the effort as soon as possible to build that
school, - The Government will be killing two birds
with one stone, so to speak, because while it would
be erecting a bigger school to accommodate more
children it would, at the same time, be providing
employment for people in that district. At present
construction work has slowed down about the island,
and since the Government has undertaken to do this
work departmentally 1 feel that it should start
capital works in more than one parish.

Mr, F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman—I
would like to inform honounrable members that this
is not done on a parochial basis as the juunior mem-.
ber for St. Luey suggested. This Resclution would
not have been before the House if it were otherwise.
This is not ecapital works in the sense of capital
works; this is not the case of building a new school;
this 18 a matter of repairing the Wesley Hall Junior
School, Honourable members will remember that
not so long ago, we passed a Resolution to repair
the Providence Boys’ Sechool and that school does
not happen to be in the parish of St. Michael. The
construetion and the repair of all these schools have
been placed under the control of the Colonial
Engineer and you cannot ask a new man to pick
up the threads without making investigations. Per-
sonally T would not agree with the Colonial Engineer
if he did not make investigations on the spi)t. 1
have _complete eonfidence in the ability of the
Colonial Engineer to earry out the work for which
provision has already been made in the Hstimates.
T need hardly remind honourable members that the
Parry and Coleridge School is located in the constit-
ueney which T represent. Tt is going to cost a sum of
money to complete it that is going to stagger hon-
ourable members but they have to vote it.

..
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The question that this Resolution do now pass
is put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

On the motion of Dr. Cummins, seconded by
Mr. F. L. Warncort, the CHAIRMAN reports the pass-
ing of two Resolutions in Committee of Supply

The House resumes and on the motions of Dr.
CummiNs, seconded in each case by Mr. F. L.
WavrcorT, the Resolutions are read a first and a
second time and are agreed to.

‘ On the motion of Dr. Cummins, seconded by
Mr. F. L. Warcorr, the House is adjourned until
5.40 p.m. :

REPLIES LAID

On re-assembling,

Dr. COMMINS: Mr, Deputy Speaker—I beg
to lay the Replies to Question No. 22, standing in
the name of the honourable junior member for St.
Andrew, the Reply to Question No. 27, standing in
the name of the honourable junior member for
St. Philip, and the Replies t¢ Question No. 31 also
standing in the name of the honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Philip.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to move for the
suspension of Rule 60 in order that Order No. 8
be taken as the next Order of the Day.

There being no objection, leave was granted
the honourable member.

Mr. ADAMS: T beg to move that Rule 60 be
now suspended.

Mr. F. L. Warcort seconded the motion which
was agreed to.

COUNCIL’S AMENDMENTS TO THE REPRE
SENTATION OF THE PEOPLE BILL

Mr., ADAMS: 1 beg to move that Order No. 8
be taken as the next Order of the Day.

Mr. F. 1. WaLCOTT seconded the motion which

was agreed to.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order
of the Day stands in the name of the homourable
senior member for St. Thomas:—To move the con-

-gideration of the amendments of the Honourable
-the Legislative Council to the Bill to amend the

law relating to the Representation of the People.

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave to take charge of
this Order.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-

‘ber was granted leave to take charge of the Order.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—The
smendments of the Other Place to this Bill are
simple. The first amendment is in respect of the
Schedule where Section 4 appears instead of Section
5, and then Section 66 was put ip the Schedule as
one of the provigions which are to be repealed.
By an oversight we did mnot notice that that pro-
vision has already been repealed by a previous
Aect, so that it was unnecessary to put it in the
Schedule to be repealed. I beg to move that these
amendments be now read a first time.

. Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that.
. The question that these amendments be now
read a first time was put and resolved in the affir-

.mative without division.

On motions of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr.
F. L. Warcorr in each cagse, the amendments were
vead a second time and agreed to.
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COUNCIL’S AMENDMENT TO THE WILD
NATIVE COTTON (ERADICATION) BILL, 1950

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave that Order No. 7 be
taken as the next Order of the Day.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
honourable member.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of
the Day also standg in the name of the honourable
senior member for St. Thomas:—To move the con-
sideration of the amendment of the Honourable the
Legislative Counecil to the Bill to provide for the
eradieation of wild native cotton. '

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—The
amendment of the Other Place to this Bill is merely
a mistake in the spelling of a word; in Clause 2
the word ‘‘left’’ appears instead of the word ‘‘let’’.
I beg to move that this amepdment be now read a
first time.

Mr. F. L. Warncort seconded the motion which
was agreed to.

Oun motions of Dr. Cumwmins, seconded by Mr.
F. L. Warcorr in each case, the amendment was
read a second time and agreed to.

REESOLUTION TO APPROVE ALLOCATION OF
BALANCE OF STABILISATION FUND

S Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave that Order No. ¢
be taken as the next Order of the Day.

There being no objection, the honourable mem-
ber was granted leave.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of
the Day standg in the name of the honourable senior
member for St. Peter:— To move the passing of
the following Resolution: Resolution to approve the
allocation of the balance of the stabilisation fund
fixed on the 21st of September, 1950, by the Governor-
in-Executive Committee on the advice of the Faney .
Molasses Control and Marketing Board under the
provisions of section 10 of the Barbados Faney
Molasses Production and Export Aect, 1937.

Mr. . L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—
This is one of tkose annual, simple, routine matters
with which the House has to deal; we have to approve
the allocation of the balance of the Stabilisation Fund
among producers of fancy molasses and among pro-
dncers of sugar other than muscovado sugar. This
year the allocation has been made as follows:—

(a) among producers of fancy molasses at
the rate of .2022 cents a gallon on every
wine gallon produced; and

(b) among producers of sugar other than
muscovado sugar at the rate of 45.2027
cents per ton of sugar made;

I do not think I need say anything more in con-
nection with this matter; the Fancy Molasses Control
and Marketing Board goes into this question in the
first place, then the allocation is fixed by the Governor-
in-Bxeeytive Committee on the advice of the Poard
and finally the House has to approve the alloeation.
I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. COX: I beg to second that.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

WEST INDIAN SEA ISLAND COTTON
{(EXEMPTION FROM DUTY) BILL, 1950

Mr. ADAMS: T ask leave that Ovder No. 10 be
taken as the next Order of the Day.
There being no objection, the honourable mem-

ber was granted leave.
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of
the Day stands in the name of the honourable
senior member for St. Michael:— Second reading
of a Bill intituled An Act to provide for the impor-
tation into this Island free of duty for a period of
one year of goods made from Sea Island Cotton.

Mr. COX: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—This Biil
seeks to extend the provisions of the West Indian
Sea Island Cotton (Exemption from Duty) Act for
a period of one year. As is explained in the ‘“Ob-
jects and Reasons’’, ‘‘the Bill seeks to re-emact for
a further period of one year provisions similar to
those contained in the West Indian Sea Island Cot-
ton (Exemption from duty) Act 1947.

It provides for the importation into this Island
free of duty for a period of one year of articles made
of Sea Island Cotton, and is put forward with &
view to fostering the development of the Sea Island
Cotton Iudustry. .

In order to afford proof that articles are made
of Sea Island Cotton a declaration to that effect
endorsed as provided in Clause 3 of the Bill would
be made a .condition precedeut to their duty free
admission”’.

Honourable members will remember that in
1939 the House passed a Bill to exempt from duty
goods made of Sea Island Cotton with a view to
encouraging the Sea Island Cotton Industry. A
similar Bill was passed in 1947 and the law expired
in May this year with the result that it has been
found necessary to extend it for a year, although
the persons interested in this matter would like an
extension for three years. Imasmuch as the Customs
Union Commission has not yet reported it was felt
advisable for the time being to extend the law for. a
further period of 3 year. I do not think it is
necessary for me to say anything more in conmeec-
tion with this matter; if honourable members want
any further explanation I shall try to offer it in
so far as it lies within my power to do so. I beg to
move that this Bill be now read a second time.

Mr: F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that.

Mr. ALLDER: I would like to know if those
other small industries which have been reccntly get
up in our midst are also being considered in respect
of relief from Customs Duty on their raw materials.
To take the hat industry, for example, I have seen
that the finished article is up to the standard of the
imported article and the people engaged in this in-
dustry experience some difficulty inasmuch as ue
assistance has been granted to them similar to that
which is granted to West Indian Knitting Mills Ltd.
Those persons who carry on the hat factory employ
Tany young people in this City and I do feel that any
assistance which would help them to extend their
industry should be given to them. If one industry
can be assisted I do not see why others should not
also be assisted. ,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Lest it be thought that the
honourable member is singing a solo, I am joining in
the comment which he has made. It has been repre-
sented to me that the people who carry on the hat
factory and who employ a large number of people,
have not been given freatment similar to.that. which
is meted out to people who are carrying on other
industries. I welcome the treatment which is
meted ont to other industries, but T would like to
know if it is true that application for relief has
been made by the people who carry on the hat fac-
tory and no counsideration has been given to them,

Mr. GARNER: I have heard a similar com-
plainy myself and' I am wondering what is being
done about the matter. We cannot help foreigners
and then when our local people start an industry we
do not give them the same exemption which we

give to foreigners. I think we should practice

giving charity at home. We are not making laws to

help foreigners and leave out our people at home;
the loeal firms must receive the same exemptjon as
foreigners who come here. We will not sit here and
countenance help being given to foreigners and not
to our own people; if a clear case is made out that
local people are not being helped, 1 would counsel the
Government to see about it at once, because we are nog
going to boycott our local people. It is all very
well and good to encourage foreign capital to  be
brought in here, but I repeat that if the capital can be
found here, the local people must have the same ex-
emption as foreigners. We have to encourage our
people to pool together and start business; we do not
want foreigners to come here and carry on business
if we can find the capital locally to do that. It has
been brought to my attention that the people who
carry on the hat factory have not been treated in the
same manner as other people have been treated. I
say; let us pool together and pool rightly and at least
we can keep out foreign people from monopolizing
the position. The foreigners come in to give peogle
work, it is true, but the bulk of the profits goes out
side the island.

- Mr. ADAMS: I hate to say this to the honour-
able senior member for the (City. Sometimes the
honourable member’s information is accurate, but if
he heard that the people who are carrying on the hat
factory were going to be treated differently from
other people, although the honourable member is not
a member of the Labour Party Le should have that
confidence in the Labour Party to be able to tell his
informant that that is not true. I have no informa-
tion that! the people who are carrying on the hat fac-
tory have ever applied for assistance, and if they
apply for assistance they can rest assured that anv
concession that is granted to any new industry will
also be granted to them. It is not the policy of the
Government to diseriminate, to grant concessions te
some people and not to others. There may be other
matters coming before the Government which may
have to be considered differently from industries; I
am told that there is a considerable sum of money to
be spent in building hotels without Government aid,
but that is a different matter. As far as the hat fac-
tory is concerned, dollars were released so as to allow
this industry to be carried on; therefore it cannot
be said that any obstacle is put in the way of the
industry. It is inconceivable that any member of
the Government would agree to a policy. which would
hurt the admirable initiative shown by the persons
who have started this industry, while at the same
time he is helping people from outside. I assure the
honourable senior member for the City that it is not
a question of the Government discriminating be-
tween this particular firm and other firms; it may
be that the wheels of the administrative machinery
move slowly, but now that the matter has been
brought to the notice of the legislative side of the
machinery, the wheels will move far more quickly.

Mr. COX: I would like to remind the honour-
able senior member for St. Philip that this is the
case of 2 West Indian Company which has its head-
quarters in Grenada, and therefore this Company
cannot be regarded as a foreign company. (Mr.
GaARNER: I spoke about the hat factory). The hon-
ourable senior member for St. John will remember
that not so léng ago we passed an amendment to the
Customs Tariff Act, 1921, which had the effect of
reducing the amount of duty payable on imported
cotton yarn, and so on, and allowing the duty free
importations of machinery and apparatus to be used
in the manufacture of cloth from cotton varn. That

was in respect of the West Indian Knitting Mills Litd.
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‘We reduced the British Preferential Tariff from 10%
to 5%, and the General Tariff from 20% to 10%
and the same thing would apply to the hat factory.
This Bill is just to provide for an extension for a
year of the law which expired in May this year until
the Report of the Customs Union Commission has
been presented.

The question'that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr
Apams, Mr. DeEpuTY SPEAKER left the Chair and
the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SmiTe
being in the Chair.

The three Clauses of the Bill and the three
Schedules were read and passed.

On the motion of Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr.
Bryax. the CHARMAN reported the passing of the
Bill in Committee.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER resumed the Chair and
reported accordingly.

On motions of Mr. Cox seconded by Mr.
Bryax in each case, the Bill was read a third time
and passed.

MARRIED WOMAN’S (SEPARATION AND
MAINTENANCE) BILL, 1950.

Mr. ADAMS: I ask leave that the House do now
revert to Order No. 2,

There being no objection, leave was granted
the honourable member,

Mr. DEUPTY SPEAKER: The next Order of
the Day is to resume debate on the second reading
of a Bill to amend the law relating to Separation
and Maintenance. The honourable senior member for
St. John is entitled to speak now, he having moved
on the last occasion that the further consideration
of this Bill be postponed.

Mr. ALLDER: On the last occasion when we
were discussing this Bill T was trying my best to
get honourable members to realise what serious
consequences mighti result from the passing of this
Bill as it stands. I am still of the same opinion.
Honourable members will agree that the present

* set-up which we have in this island and the genera!

outlook by the masses towards marriage would cause
a law such as this to be misused by those who might
have to use it. 1 think that honourable members
should realise that there are certain things whiech,
if they are left to themselves, will remedy any evils
which might exist. 1 view this matter from several
angles; no law should be such that one individual
‘What! I
mean is that no party should be put at a disad-
vanflage under the law, and in this case I can only
say that husbands are not going to have things
very easy. 1 have studied Court records as I have
been able to study them, T have listened to cages
and I have found that in most cases husbands
have been put at a disadvantage. Indiseretion on
the part of wives has been very noticeable and that
hag caused me to feel that not only will this Bill
work against the interest of the community generally
but it will have the tendency to prevent an increase
of marriages if it is passed as it is. 1 feel that any-
thing which will prevent people from entering upon

‘marriage with fear should be dome.

As regards the allowance which it is proposed-
that the wives shonld be given, that has been con-
sidered to be somewhat high especially when the
allowance for children has been increased. I do
feel that some caution should be exercised in re-

~gpect of this Bill; T do not think that any section

of the community should be given the opportunity

to exploit the other section of the community espe-
cially when it comes to a question of the home
circle. I do not intend to continue any lengthy
debate on this Bill this afternoon becanse I
expressed my views on it on the last occasion, and
I am ounly trying to get honourable members to con-
sider whether any amendment can be made to this
Bill so as to prevent things which might be more
evil from taking place in this community. We have.
read about accidents taking place in homes on
account of misunderstandings and most of those
accidents are due to a low economic standard and
the difficulty which husbands encounter when sad-
dled with the respousibility of providing for their
families. It is not always that wives understand
the difficult position in whieh their husbands are
placed and as a result disputes arise, accidents
oceur, sometimes somebody is killed and hanging
or imprisonment takes place. Some time ago many
wives and unmarried women looked forward to
receiving greater amounts through the Courts from
their husbands and from the fathers of their chil-
dren respectively ; these people had to be told that the
Jaw had not yet been amended and there was a cer-
tain amount of disappointment. T repeat that
some things are better left to themselves than if
vou try to adjust them. No law can give that
amount of society which you need; we have passed
laws which have not remedied the evils which exist
and to make those laws more rigorous would not
be of any avail. There was a time when a wife
was considererd as an object owned by her hus-
band, but the march of civilisation has changed
that and has given her a greater status; she is now
permitted to compete in the labour market in all
branches of industry and she is not at present
obliged to maintain the household as was the case
in the past. These things should be taken inte
consideration. I do not want to give the feeling
that T have something against womenfolk; I would
like to see that they are not being put at a dis-
advantage by our passing a law which might appear
to be in their interest, but which in truth and in
fact might not be to their good. You must main-
tain your wife voluntarily or involuntarily and
vou are compelled to contribute 10/— per week for
the maintenance of each of yvour children; that
might appear to be a very good thing as a law
being passed, but in the end you are preventing
more young people from becoming united in mar-
riage because of the fear that at some time or
other the marriage vow may be broken and indi-
viduals may be penalised with a Bill of this sort
following the breaking up of the home -circle.
Those are points which should be considered in
dealing with this Bill. I notice that there is
nothing to protect husbands

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—If I may
make an explanation, the honourable member has
forgotten that from the beginning the considera-
tion of this Bill was postponed because the hon-
ourable senior member for St. James made that
particular point and I promised that I would get
an amendment made by the Attorney General
The amendment has been made but I did not deal
with it because the honourable senior member for
St. James was not present. Since then the honour-
able member has seen the amendment and he
agrees that it is in order, that a husband can
bring a case against his wife. The only reason
why I am going on with this Bill to-day in the
absence of the honourable senior member for St.
James is because he has seen the amendment and
agrees that his point has been covered.

Mr. ALLDER: T will conclude my remarks
now that the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph has said what he has said. T am glad that
there is an amendment to be made to this Bill.
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
senior member for the City, having seconded the
motion for the postponement of the further con-
sideration of this Bill on the last occasion, is
entitled to continue his remarks now.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I seconded the motion for
ihe postponement and spoke on the last occasion. I
do not desire to say anything more on this occasion
and 1 bow to Your Honour.

Mr. MAPP: There is & new departure in this
Bill in that it is proposed to utilise the services of
the Probation Officer to investigate the circum-
stances of the parties in these domestic cases. 1
wanted to enquire if those circumstances meant
financial circumstances or if they had any bearing
on the decision of the Court with regard to the
cases in question. However, I notice that under
Clause 4 of the Bill the Police Magistrate has to
decide all issues arising in the proceedings other
than the issue as to the amount to be directed to
be paid by an order before the Probation Officer
furnishes any statement. [ am afraid of that pro-
vision because I think it is a dangerous thing in so
far as financial circumnstances are concerned, to
have somebody other than the Court prying into
people’s private affairs. 1 know that in certain
cases Magistrates summon employers to give evi-
dence, but I do not like the feature of the Court
sending somebody to enquire into people’s private
affairs. There are certain things which might
appear to you as to a man’s circumstances but
you might be wrong; the Probation Officer may
look at a matter in one sway whereas it might be
the other way. The Magistrate might make a
decision as to the amount which a man should pay
‘o his wife on the Probation Officer’s report rather
than on the man’s salary; but the honourable sen-
for member for St. Joseph has muen experience in
this matter and if he assures us that there is
nothing dangerous in this provision, the House Js
entitled to take his opinion for what it is worth.
As regards the question of publicity in these cases,
in Great Britain there is no strict law and it is
left to the good sense or decency of newspaper
editors to avoid bringing into the open anything
which should be suppressed; but here we have
what should be published. I think that we shounld
adopt the practice which is followed in big coun-
tries.

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division. .

Dr. CUMMINS: T beg to move that Your
‘Honour do now leave the Chair and the House <0
into Committee on this Bill, and that it be an instrue-
tion to the Committee that the Clerk should only
¢all the numbers of the Clauses instead of reading
through the Clauses.

Mr. Apams seconded the motion which was

agreed to, .
Mr. Depury SpEakeR left the Chair, and
‘the House went into Committee on the Bill, M.
SMiTH being in the Chair,
Clause 1, the title Clause, was called and passed.

Clause 2 was called. :
Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that Clause 2 as
by deleting all the words after the word ‘‘Act”
oecurring in line 19.
_There being no ohjection, leave was granted the
honourable member. ' . B
Mr. ADAMS: T beg to move that Clause 2 as
-zmended together with the necessary consequential
amendments do now pass. .
Dr. Comming seconded the motion which was
agreed to, ’

-

Clause 3, beginning with the words ‘‘Police
Magistrate’’ deleted from Clause 2, was called and
passed.

Mr, ADAMS: I beg to move that all the sub-
sequent Clauses be renumbered to suit the number
of the Clauses passed.

Dr. CraiviNs seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

Clause 4 was called and passed.

Clause & was called.

Mr. ADAMS: In moving that Clause 5 stand
part of the Bill, I would like to say in reply to the
honourable junior member for St. Thomas that it

is in the interest of a husband to say that.

he is working for 4s a week and it is: in the
interest of his wife to say that he is work-
ing for $40 a month. It is useful to have the Probation
Officer to enguire into the means of the parties and
the Magistrate will ask the PProbation Officer to give
the result of his enguiry on oath. It is far better to
have an independent person to make the enquiry
rather than have a husband and wife giving two
different accounts. You have an independent person
who is an Officer of the Court to give evidence in the
matter. T beg to move that Clause 5 stand part of
the Bill.

Dr. CvMmmiNg seconded the motion which was
agreed to. » )

Clauses 6 to 8 were called and passed.

Clause 9 was called.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that wherever the
figures ‘1895’ appear in the Bill that they be deleted
and the figures ‘1896’7 be inserted in place thereof.

Dr. CumwMming seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Clause 9 as
amended stand part of the Bill.

Mr. F. L. Warncorr seconded the motion which
was agreed to.

Clauses 10 to 13 were called and passed.

Mr, ADAMS: T ask leave to delete Clause 14
and to substitute the following therefor:—

_“A husband shall be entitled to apply to the
Magistrate of the distriet in which either the husband
or wife resides for an order on the ground that his
wife has been guilty of persistent cruelty to hie
children, or has been guilty of adultery and the

Court shall have power to make, npon any such ap-

plication, either or both of the orders set out in
paragraphs (a) and (b) of section 3 of this Aect, and
the provisions of this Act shall apply to an applica-
tion and order under this section as they apply to
an application and order under section 3, except that
for references to a married woman and her husband
shall be substituted references to a married man and
his wife.” -

There being no objection, leave was granted the
honourable member.

Mr. ADAMS: It is true that this Bill seeks to
bring our law into conformity with similar laws in
Great Britain and other British Colonies by extend-

‘ing the grounds for making an application to include

bodily harm, persistent cruelty, desertion, wilful
neglect or refusal to provide reasonable maintenance,
adultery and the communication of venereal disease
knowingly. At the present moment, as some honourable
members are aware, a wife is in a difficult position
as regards applying for an order, and a husband
has no means of applying for an order. At the present
moment our 'law limits the right of a married woman

‘to going into the Court and proving two things he-

fore she can get an order against her husband; (a)

that her husband has deserted her and (b) that he

‘has failed or neglected to maintain her. A husbayd

4
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can desert his wife and eontinue to support her and
she cannot obtain any order against him. A husband
can turn away from hig wife at the altar, but if he
sends her a reasonable sum of money every month,
she cannot obtain an order against him. In England
and in Barbados the very fact that marriage has
taken place, compels a husband and wife to live
together. A wife is entitled to her hushand’s
company and vice versa, but on the other hand there
may be instances where one or the other party does
not comply with the law’s demands; nevertheless
there is no statutory provision for getting a broken
relationship put back where it should be, Until we
Jpassed the Divorce Act there was no question as to
the custody of children, compelling a husband to go
back with his wife or anything of the sort. There
is the neecessity for living together with your wife
-or husband as the case may be and with this proposec
(lause put in this Bill an innocent person has the
right to go to the Court and protect himself or hey-
self. At present a husband can commit adultery every
minute of the day and his wife does not have the
right to obtain an order against him as long as he
supports her; he can even insist that she must sias
with him or he will not support her. But under

“Clause 2 of this Bill a wife ean obtain an order

against her husband on the ground of adulrery or
any of the grounds mentioned in that Clause, with
the provision in Clause 3 that the legal custody of
the children of the marriage be given to her. In this
Bill the grounds on which a wife can obtain an order
for maintenance are being extended and the Magis-
trate can make an order for the (u%‘todv of the
children of the marriage.

As regards the point made by the honourable
senior member for St. John, in this proposed Clause
we have not said that a husband can apply for an
order where hig wife has been convicted of assaulting
him. That provision hag been left out because it is
unusual for a wife to beat her husband; it was rot
thought necessary to put such a provision in this
Clause. What has been put in .z that for which the
average husband would want a separation crder, that
is, if his wife has been guilty of persistent cruelty
to hig children or if she has been guilty of adultery.
I may say that if a man marries a widow who has
children he is responsible for the support of those
«children and under, this Clause it may be that the
children of a previous marriage are included. Under
this Clause a husband can go to the Court and get
an order that he is not bound to live with his wife

and under Clause 3 (b) he gets the children. If a|

wife is guilty of cruelty to the children or of adultery
the husband can get a separation order and he is
entitled to the custody of every child. Some people
have a belief that the boys belong to the father and the
girls belong to the mother; but a husband is entitled
to all the children born in wedlock. That costs 2
husband a lot of money, but in this case it will cost
him practically nothing. = I think I have made it
suffictently clear that under this Clause a husband can
obtain a separation order on the ground that his wife
has been guilty of persistent cruelty to his children

or that she hag been guilty of adultery and he nc’

longer ‘has to support her. Tf honourable members
feel that the husband is still badly off T remind them
that the law Wias been in existence for 60 years that
a Churchwarden can support the husband and sue
the wife in order to get back the ‘'money which he has
spent on the husband Honourable members can feel
ussured that if some of their constituents go to the
‘Almshouse. the wives of such constitnents have to

pay what the Churchwarden spends on their hushands.:

I hope that will satisfy the honourable senior memker
for St. John. I beg to move that Clause 14 as amend-
ed stand part of the Bill.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT:

Mr. MILLER: I feel that where a husband
proves before the Court that his wife has committed
adultery he should be free to get married again.
(Laughter). I think it would be rather difficult for
a husband to prove adultery on the part of his wife
and that would be his only escape from paying this
amount of £2 a week. Why should divorce be an
instrument within the reach of certain classes? I
am wondering if a husband car prove adultery on
the part of his wife, whether the marriage should
not be annulled.

Mr. MAPP: 'The honourable senior member for
St. Joseph has said a very amusing thing. I do not
Inow if it hag been aecepted and if we are to live in
hope or if we are to give up hope. The honourable
member said thiat if a man marries a widow who has
children he is responsible for the children. If that
Is the law we cannot do anything about it.  The
bonourable senior member for St. George has made
certain proposals with which I cannot agree and T
am really sorry that we did not have more time to
consider this amendment.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I do not think that anybody
could take seriously the suggestion which has been
made by the honourable senior member for St. George.
The honourable member will appreciate that while
I am not speaking for the Church, divorce should not
be made as easy as the honourable member has sug-
gested. What would the honourable member think
of putting in this Bill a provision where, if a wife
eould prove adultery on the part of a husband he
should be divorced? If that provision wasg made I
wonder how many divorce cases would take place in
the lifetime of some honourable members? Mr. Chair-
man, I am sure that you appreciate the point T am
making ; vou cannot make the questlon of divoree 8o
easy becaunse we would be put in the Divores Court
every day.

Mr. MILLER: "I am thinking of being married
as the ¢ne and only complete way of living. T have
had to use the Divorce Court and in talking along this
line honourable members would understand what I
mean. The truth of the matter is that going to the
Divoree Court is an easy thing for those who have
money, and I want to bring that Court within the
reach of those to whom this partienlar Bill applies.
Tn this case the first thing a wife will think of is this
£2 a week which the husband will have to pay under
an order. T do not think that the instrument of
divorce should be placed within the reach of the people
at the top and not within the reach of the people at
the bottom. The question of divoree ig nothing new;
I used it some years ago and the only ground was
adultery. I feel that any husband who can prove a
case of adultery against his wife should be entitled
to have his marriage annulled and that should apply
either in respect of a husband or a wife.

The question that Clanse 14 as samended stané
part of the Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Clauses 15 to 18 were called and passed.

On the motion of ‘Mr. Apams, seconded by Dr.
CuMMINS, the CHARMAN reported the passing of the
Bill in Committee with amendments.

Mr. DepuTYy SPEARER resumed the iChair 4nd ré-
ported accordingly. ‘

I beg to second that.




382

——

On motions of Mr. Apays, seconded by Dr. Cum-
MINS in each case. the Bill was read a third time and
passed.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS.

Mr. REECE: I beg to move that the House do
now proceed to the consideration of Private Members’
Business and that Orders Nos. 47 and 48 be taken as
the first two Orders of the Day under this Head.

Mr. WiLkinsox seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

CHRIST CHURCH (HIGHWAYS INSPECTOR’'S
TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE) BILL, 1950

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order of
the Day under Private Members’ Business now
stands in the name of the honourable junior member
for Christ Church.—Second reading of a Bill to
authorise the Highway Commissioners of Christ
Church to inecrease the travelling allowance payable
to their Inspector of Highways.

Mr. REECE: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—This Bill
seeks to authorise the Highway (Commissioners of the
parish of Christ Church to increase the travelling
allowance payable to the Inspector of Highways by
a sum not exceeding £25 per annum over and above
the sum not exceeding £5( per annum at present
authorised to be paid to this Officer. I beg to move
that this Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. GODDARD': T beg to second *aat.

My, SMITH: ]
Bill merely to allow the Highway Commissioners of
Christ Church to increase the travelling allowance
paid to their Inspector of Highways, the honourable
junior member for iChrist Church should accept an
amendment, _to include the other parishes. (Mr.
Rerce: Each parish must have a separate Bill). It
is not that you are compelling the Highway Com-
missioners of any parish to increase the travelling
allowance paid to their Inspector of Highways, ut
the provision would be there if any parish wanted
to increase the travelling allowance of its Inspector
without having to come back to the House for per-
mission to do so.

The question that this Bill be now read-a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Mr. Rerce, seconded by Mr.
Gopparp, Mr. Derury Spraker left the Chair, and
the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr.
Sum1TE being in the Chair.

On a similar motion the Preamble wag post-
poned.

The five Clauses of the Bill were read and passed.

The Preamble was read and agreed to.

On the motion of Mr. ReEcE, seconded by Mr.
GoppARD, the CHAmRMAN reported the passing of the
Bill in- Committee.

Mr. Depury SpEAKRER resumed the Chair and re-
ported accordingly. ‘

On motions of Mr. REEcE, seconded by Mr. Gop-
DARD in each ¢ase, the Bill was read a third time and
‘passed.

HART AND BECKLES GRATUITY BILL, 1950

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of
.the Day also stands in the name of the honourable
junior member for Christ Church—Second reading of
a Bill to autborise the Highway Commissioners of

I feel that rather than pasg this’

i
i
{
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Christ Church to pay a gratuity to James Hart and
Albert Beckles out of Highways funds.

Mr. REECE: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—The object
of this Bill is to give the Highway Commissioners of

‘| Christ Church permission to pay a gratuity to James

Hart and Albert Beckles who had been employed by
the Commissioners of Highways as Superintendents
of labourers for a period of 12 years. These two
former emplovees of the Board are not eligible for a
pension and it iy felt that they should be paid 2
gratuity in respeect of their services to the Board. 1
beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. GODDARD: T beg to second that.

The question that this Bill be now read a sec.
ond time was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division. ,

On the motion of Mr. Reeck, seconded by Mr
Gopparp, Mr. DerrTY SPEakER left the Chair, and
the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr.
SyrrreE being in the Chair,

On a similar motion, the Preamble was post-
poned.

Clause 1, the title Clause, was read and passed.

Clause 2 was read as follows:—

2. The Commissioners of Highways of the
parish of Christ Church are hereby authorised to
pay out of the highway fund of the said parish to
James Hart and Albert Beckles, former employees:
of the said Commissioners of Highways, the fol-
lowing gratuities, that is to say, to the said James.
Hart Two hundred and forty-four dollars and to
the said Albert Beckles Two hundred and eleven
dollars, and to provide for payment of 4¢h. said
gratuities and also for the payment of all expenses
meidental t+ the passing of the said Aet. =

Mr. REECE: I beg to move that Clause 2
stand part of the Bill.

Mr. GODDARD: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. COX: T would just like to ask how are
these gratuities computed.

Mr. REECE: These gratnities have been eom-

puted on the same lines as those on which the

Government computes gratuities. The Awuditor
General has made the caleulation with the High-
way Commissioners.

The question that Clause 2 stand part of the
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative withont
division.

Clause 3 was read and passed.

The Preamble was read and agreed to.

On the motion of Mr. REecE, seconded by Mr.
(GoppaRD, the CHATRMAN veported the passing of the
Bill in Committee.

Mr. DepuTy SPEARER resumed the Chair and

‘and reported accordingly.

On motions of Mr. Reror, seconded by Mr.
GoODDARD in each ease. the Bill was read a third time:
and passed.

ST. PHTILIP PARISH T.OAN BILT;, 1950

Mr, GARNER: Mr, Deputy Speaker,—I beg

to move that Order No. 50 standing in my name

be taken as the next Order of the Day. -
-~ Mr. BRaNCRER seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of
the Day stands in the name of the honourable sen--
ior member for St. Philip:—Second reading of a
Bill to authorise the Vestry of the parish of Saint
Philip to raise a loan not exceeding £5.000 to re-
pair the Parish Church, Chapels and Parochial
Buildings of the said parish.

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Deputy Speaker—At a
meeting of. the Vestry of St. Philip it was unani--
mously decided that the Parish Church and certain
Chapels and Parochial Buildings should be repaired..

o,
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This ‘Bill has been advertised, a petition in this
respect has been presented to this House and every-
thing is in order. 1 beg to move that this Bill be
now read a second time.

Mr. BRANCKER seconded the motion which was
agreed to,

Mr. GARNER: 1 beg to move that Your Hon-
our do now leave the Chair and the House go into
Committee on this Bill and that it be an instruc-
tion to the Committee that the Clauses be taken as
read on the numbers being called.

. Mr. Brancker seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

. Mr. Depury SpEsaker left the Chair, and
the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr.
Swmrre béing in the Chair.

On the motion of Mr. GARNER, seconded by Mr.
BRANCKER, the Preamble was postponed.

The thirteen Clauses of the Bill were called
and passed, the word “October” being inserted in
the blank in Clause 4.

The two Schedules and the Preamble were
called and agreed to.

On the motion of Mr. GarRNER, seconded by Mr.
BRANCKER, the CHATRMAN reported the passing of the
Bill in Committee.

AMr. DeprTy Speaker resumed the Chair.
and reported accordingly.

On motions of Mr. Garner, seconded by Mr.
BrANCKER in each case, the Bill was read a third
time and passed.

REVERSION TO GOVERNMENT BUSINESS.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that the House
do now revert to the consideration of Government
Business und that Order No. 11 be taken as the
next Order of the Day under this Head.

Mr. Brvax seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

SEAWELL AIRPORT BILL, 1950

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of
the Day stands in the name of the honourable senior
member for St. Peter —=Seecond reading of a Bill in-
tituled An Aect to provide for the Management, Con-
1rol and Supervision of the Seawell Airport.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,——
This Bill seeks to grant to the Governor-in-Executive
Committee the power to make Regulations for the
Management, Control and Supervision of Seawell Air-
port. I think that honourable members are aware
that it is necessary to have some better control at the
Airport than what there is at present. As the position
is now, you have 'animals and even people walking
across the runway which is a very dangerous thing
in respect of planes arriving here; and the (Govern-
tent has received complaints from pilots that in ap-
proaching the Airport they have seen people walking
across the runway. That, T repeat, is a very danger-
ous state of affairs, and when an accident bakes place
there will be an international affair and then it will
be said that we had not taken the necessary precan-
tions. It is for that reason that the Government has
agreed that Regnlations should be made for the Man-
agement, Control and Supervision of the Airport just
us we have Regulations in respect of the Harbour. T
am convineed that it is necessary to have a measure

" of control at the Airport from the point of view of

people’s safety and even from public appearance.
The Airport is no rendezvous as some people seem to
think and T doubt vervy much that any honourable
member would ‘object to the principle of this Bill.
The Regulations made by the Governor-in-Executive

Committee will be laid on the Table of the House. T
beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time.
Mr. BRYAN: I beg to second that,

Mr. BRANCKER: I congratulate the honour-
able mover, on the careful omissions of which he was
guilty in explaining that the purpose of this Bill is
to ensure that people may not be killed by being in
the wrong place at the wrong time. The honourable.
member had hig eyes on paragraphs (a) and (b) of
Sub-Clause 2 of Clause 3 of the Bill. In paragraph
(a) of this Sub-clanse the regulations will provide
for declaring any building or part of a building or
any area of land at Seawell Airport to be a prohibited
or restricted place or area; and in paragraph (b) they
will provide for regulating and restricting the ad-
mission of persons whether as passengers or other-
wise to any part of Seawell Airport. The honourable
member has failed to refer to paragraphs (¢) regu-
lating the use of motor vehicles of any class or
description on any part of Seawell Airport; (d)
appointing parking places for motor vehicles at
necessarily commend a Bill to anyone by pointing out
Seawell Airport; and (e) the issue of permits and con-
ditions of issue of such permits and conditions to be
observed by the holders of such permits. This Bill
naturally has to be taken ag a whole and you do not
necessarily commend a Bill to anyone by pointing out
its less objectionable features. I am not going so far as
to say that this Bill should be refused its second read-
ing, but I must remind the House of conditions as they
have been existing for a long time—and they still are
existing—at Seawell Airport in connection with the
use of motor vehicles and the use of parking places in
that area. We had a very interesting and provocative
discussion some time ago as to how the Airport was
being run and on the question of facilities which the
owners of certain motor vehicles seemed to enjoy and
the lack of facilities from which owners of other vehi-
cles suffered. T would like the Government to appre-
ciate that certain cars are still permitted to go in
certain places—it may be argued that with the new
Regulations that state of affairs will cease to exist—
but T would like to let the Government know that at
the present time certain taxis, the properry of the
capitalistic concerns in this island, which have a mul-
tiplicity of cars, are allowed privileged positions at
the Airport. T saw only a few Sundays ago; a sign
posted up that no persons are allowed beyond a cer-
tain place; but T saw one of the cars belonging to
Dear’s garage there with a chauffeur in it. Tt may be
said that there are Regulations in respect of the Air-
port but it is a question as to how they are enforced.
Tt may walso be said that this Bill gives any Police
Constable the power to arrest any person who in-
fringes any of the Regulations and there may be an
improved state of affairs in the future: but you
would have to instil into the minds of members ot
the Police Force that, despite what they feel thas
Officers in the Foree might want. they must be im-
partial. Ther must ensure that the Regulations are
carried out irrespective of whoever igz the person or
the owner of the particular vehicle in respect of
which it is their dutv to see that the vehicle is reg-
ulated and restricted in so far as its use at the Air-
port ig eoncerned. At present we find that the taxis
of the small owners are Testricted while those of
Dear’s garage can do more or less what thev like. T
speak from personal experience having visited tle
Airport and seen what actuallv coes on un- there,

Another point is this; this Bill stipulates that the
Governor-in-Executive Committee may make R?gula-
tions for the management, confrol and supervision of
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the Airport and that would also include the people
inside the Airport. I would urge that the Governor-
in-Executive Committee make Regulations debarring
any person from soliciting fares from within the
building for any garage, even although the persou
be in the guise of the uniform of the Airways
Company for which he iy paid only a nominal sum.
when in truth and in faet he is an employee of
the big garage, and he solicits the use of the cars
of the big garage for which he draws his pay
cheque as soon as he leaves Seawell and no more
planes are expected for the day. 1 urge that Regu-
lations be made to regulate that: state of affairs,
there is this freedom which a particular employee
of a big garage now enjoys because his employers
have had the acumen or the eunning to put him in
uniform and let him do their dirty work for them.
1 urge that when these Regulations are being made
due consideration be given to these very important
factors in the hope that the state of affairs at the
Airport may be better in the future than it has
been in the past, and better than it happens to be
now.
Mr. SMITH : In support of what the honourable
junior member for St. Lucy has said, I can say
that at Seawell Airport there are various stands
for taxis. - I have been shown the stand for the
contract cars and that is situated practically adjoin-
ing the building and there is another stand for tha
ordinary cars which ig practically at the back o:
the building. I would be glad if the Government
would instruet the Supervisor or the Manager of
the Airport to have the stands arranged in such
a way that passengers will also be able to see the
ordinary cars; because if you have a contract for
transporting passengers you can very nearly park
your cars on the Garrison pasture and you will be
called up. The cars which are awaiting hire should
be allowed to be parked in such a place that they
can be seen. 1 feel that the stand for the ordinary
cars should be placed at the front and that for the
contract cars should be placed at the back.

Mr. MILLER: 1 am wondering if the Govern-
ment is considering the question of arranging a small
office at the Airport for travelling agents as is the
case in other places. As regards the question of
transportation up there, a year ago many prosecu-
tions took place as a result of disputes on the part
of taxi owners because priority seems to be given
to one taxi company; and I am sure that the Gov-
ernment is aware of the necessity for peace and
guiet at the Airport. I would suggest to the Gov-
ernment that such attention be paid to the question
of transport up there as will prevent people from
rushing for transport.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: T do not think that
the honourable member went to the Airport recently.
or if he went up there he did not use his eyes. I
was up there yesterday and there is an information
booth and the travelling agents can make use of
many other facilities at the Airport. The facilities
up there are mot as elaborate as they are in Lon-
don or the United States of America because our
resources do mnot allow us to provide any such elab-
orate facilities, As far as the question of transpor-
tation is concerned, T ean assure honourable members

"that the Government has taken so much care of
the transportation at the Airport that I believe
it has donme something which hag not been done
in any other part of the world. We have regulated
the way in which things should work, who shonld
be given priority in this matter of transport and
things have been so rigid that we have been eriti-

cized for doing something which is not done any-
where else, therefare there need not be any fear
gbout. the Government not taking its true stand
I thig matter. There has been some unpleasantness.
at _Seawell, there has been criticismu about one influ-
ential garage owner getting a greater share of work
than other taxi owners and the Government went
into that matter and made regulations in respect
of it. Nobody can say that the Government has
ot dome its duty; I cam assure honourable mem-
bers that as far as parking regulations are con-
cerned, everything has been done to make it easy
for every taxi owner to trade on an equitable basis.
On the question of making regulations for other-
vehicles such as bieycles and donkey-carts, it might;
be: necessary to make an amendment to the Bill but
there will not be any harm done if we pass this
Bill now.

~ The question that this Bill be now read a second
tnne was put and resolved in the affirmative with
out division.

On/ the motion of Mr. F. L. Warcort, seconded
by Mr. Cox, Mr.  DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair,
and the House went into Committee on the Bil]'
Mr. SMITH being in the Chair. i

The four Clauses of the Bill were read and
passed.

. I\?rn E‘he nlt(;ltiOIé of Mr, F. 1. WarcorT, seconded
v Mr. Cox, the CHARMAN i '
the Bill in bommittee. reported the passing of

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER resumed the Chair
and reported accordingly.

On motions of Mr. F. L. WaLcorT, seconded by

Mr. Cox in each case, the Bill was re. i i
o e , ad a third time

THE NATURAL GAS CORPORATION BILL

Mr. ADAMS: T should like to inform honour-
able members that I propose to deal with the Natu-
ral ‘Gas Corporation Bill of whieh I gave notice
earlier this afternoon as the first Order of the Day-
next Tuesday. T am taking steps to have ecyelo-
styled, copigs of this Bill made so that honourable
members.mlght have copies in their hands in a day
or two, instead of having to wait on the printing
of the Bill. I am hoping that it will be possible
to have copies of the Bill posted tomorrow in time
for the country mail. The position in respect of
natural gas is such that the Government has to take
over not only the natural gas wells but also the
equipment. This matter is one of great urgency;
negotiations have been going on between the Gov-
ernment and the B.U.0.C. for months but they have
not been successful and so it has become mnecessary
for‘the Government to own the gas wells and the
equipment. I hope that honourable members will
come prepared to deal with this Bill.

EXPRESSION OF GOOD WISHES TO
MR. BETHELL.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—The hon--
ourable junior member for St. John will not be
present with us next Tuesday; by that time he will'
have left the island on his way to New Zealand. I
am, sure that honourable members will wish him bon:
voyage in more ways than one. T understand that
the honourable member is not a good sailor and to.
have more than two weeks’ sailing in the Pacific
is not a pleasant experience. T feel sure that the
honourable member will fully enjoy the hospitality
which is going to be shown to him in New Zealand:
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the Conference which the honourable member is
going to attend will last for eight days and for an-
other three weeks he will be able to see in that
country a scenery which is the loveliest in the who]
world. He will vicariously enjoy that scenery, and
to show the spirit of friendliness of Barbadians, there
could bardly be a more fitted member of this As
sembly than the honourable junior member for St.
John. We all feel that the honourable member is a
very fitted person for a festive occasion of this
sort and we look forward to his coming back to us
refreshed in more senses than one, and continuing
to be not only silent but to be a valuable member on
the left.

Mr. WILKINSON: The honourable junior
member for St. John has unfortunately left the
House; I think he has gone to try to obtain suitable
garments to get ready for going to New Zealand. I
wish on the honourable member’s behalf to express
his appreciation of the remarks which bhave been
made by the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph. I am convinced that the honourable junior

member for St. John will uphold the traditions of
this House when in New Zealand. On his behalf
I beg to thank the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph for the remarks which he has made.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 should like to
associate myself with honourable members in the
good wishes which have been extended to the honm-
ourable junior member for St. John in respect of
the journmey on which he is about to set out.

THE ADJOURNMENT

Mr., ADAMS: I beg to move that this House
do now adjourn to this day week, the 17th day of
October, 1950, at 3 o’clock p.m.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that.

The question that this House do now adjourn
to this day week, the 17th day of October, 1950, at
3 o’cloek p.m. was put a.Pd resolved in the affirmative
without division and Mr. DEPUTY SpEAKER adjourned
the House accordingly.






