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Prayers are wad.  
Jlessrs. (:RAWFORD il~ld AI'> I TIIEY e~tc'l' 11111- ~ ~ o I ~ s - '  

am1 titkc thcir seats. 

311.. Al>ADfS : SNr. l l e l~u ty  Spcaliel+,--l h a v  
the honour to lay oii.thcx table of the Ilonsc the fol 
Ioa-ing Paper :- '$ 

Annual Report of the Suprr intmdent  of the 
Riarlrrt for the year; 1 9 4 8 4 9 .  

(hvernmcut Not ice,s arc given as follows :-- - 
J l r .  ADAJIS: $31wlution to place the ef 

$281 a t  the clirposal of the Goverhor-in-Executjvs 
Cconunittcle to rnppltment thp Estimates 1950-51, 
Part  l, Current, as shown in the, Supplculentary 
Estin~ates 1050-51, %. 2.5. which form the schediila 
to this Resolution. 

Mr ADAMS: Of m y  intcntion to  nropr late1 
in fhr (lay the suspcnion of Rules 88 and H9 in o ~ d c r  
to deal with the i~b~vcmr~nt ionrd  Resolufioil in all 
its stages to-day. I t '  is to cover the expenses of the 
two EZeprrsentativc~s' of I h r  T~i~gjslatnre i d  their 
wives at,tencling t hr o p e ~ ~ i t l g  crrthmon;v of tile T J P ~  
ic;latiw C'onacil of Trinidad 

Xr. ATIAXB: Kcsolution to placae the su1l.i of 
$877 at  the. tliqposal of thtl Governor. in-l.:xcviltivr 
Co~nimttee to \npplemc~it t h ~  Estinldtrs !'),50- 51. 
Part TT, Capital, a<  shotvu in t h e  S u p p l w ~ r r ~ t a y  
&tjrnatty, 1950- -51, S o .  25, which form the schedule 
to  t h i& Resolution. 

T h. HOU\P of Assembly arc of the opinion that 
t l ~ r  cvh~cational neetli 03 the parish of St.  Yh~Eip 
require the establisl~m~rrt  i l l  that  parish of a S~conct 
Grade Skhool lTndcr  the  ill of JIr. E. .I. Hutvh- 
inson a T r w t  h'nnd was established on the 6th 
August. 1857, whereby a 111ln1l;)er of children of the 
parish were to rewivc~ Erec education. 

The Honsc are of the opinion tha t  with the grow- 
ing weds  and tlemands for education of a secondary 
grade and by rrcasons of tihe cxpcuse and  other dif- 
f i k i l t j ~ s  attendant on travelling to R r i d p t o w n  from 
Ft. Philip, a great boon could be conferred on the 
parish. and perhaps on the neighbouring parishes as 
nell, by ~ ~ t i l i s i n g  the Hntchinson Trust  as a llucleus 
for the establishment of a second grade school in the 
uaid parish, such a bchool to be p r o ~ ~ i d e d  with a grant  
from public funds ailcl be open to children awarded 
mhibitions by the Pmwhial Vestqies of St. Philip 
and neighbouring parishes. 

'Ph e House wonld re  mind Pour Excellclzc y that 
the E d ~ ~ c a t i o n  A v t  of 3 890 contemplates tile &ab- 
l +men t of' 8eeo11d Qratle Schools i n  every parish. 

The F1 'lt)nsr 1% nnld also $remind Your Esc~elleticy 
that th t~re  i i  yrrcedrnt for  tlw r ~ q u c s t  of this Rcwlu- 
tion. The Christ Cliurch Foundation School, 
citahlishcd a;: a rewl t  of TTTilliarns Trust Fund. 
haq been c.'~nvertrit into a (+ov~rnnwnt  Seron<l  Grade 
School. 



The House respectfully ask that Your Excellency 
vould take the necessary steps to give effect to the 
request made by this Resolution. 

Mr. CRAWFORD :, Tu enquirr of tlrv senlor 
member of the Executivc~, C'oliirliittee present at the 
uext meeting of thr IIouic. of Assembly .- 

l. Is  Governrnc.nt unaware of t h c  Pacr that con  
siderable dissatisfaction exists on thc part of peasant 
proprietors and sniall cwlti~~atorh generally with 
regard to the prices pilid for the 1948. 1949. and 195U 
cane crops ? 

2. I s  Glovernlve1nt unaware that estlmattd from 
available figures as to the total value of a ton of 
sugar, the average costs of mannfacturing raw, 
muscovado sugar and fancy molasses, other pro- 
duction costs and the ax7erage recovery of sugar 
factories, the prices paid for canes during these three 
(3) years are less than what the ralne of sugar would 
have afforded ? 

3. Does Government propow to take any steps 
to gua ran te~  that an equitable p]-ice be paid for canes 
reaped during the coming crop? 

4. If the answer to Question So. 3, be in the 
negative, will the Government state the reasons why? 

5. I n  conseQuence of the circun~stances that 
(a) Dr. C. Y. Xhephard in his Report on the 

sugar industry of Barbados has recom- 
mended since 1947 that the standard 
cost of manufacturing sugar should b? - 
revised annually : 
a Committee of both Houses of the 
Legislature which was appointed to 
consider his Report has recommended 
"tEat the Government should itself 
collect and analyse the data from which 
the economic condition of the largest if 
not the only industry in  the colony can 
be continuouslv exhibited, " . . 

(c) the ~ove rnme& 'S allegation that the1 c 
is at  p re~en t  no suitable officer available 
to undertake the detailed statistical 
work which would be necessary in order 
to cilcnlate stanclarti c m t ~  011 the linec 
proposed by Dr. Sliephard; 

Will the Government take, steps iimnccliately to 
implement the recornrnelldation of the C>oirunittee of 
the Legislature under refereme with regard to th{l 
appointment of an Agricnltural Economist on th- 
staff of the Department of Agriculture? 

6. If the answer to Qnei9tion 5 be in tho 
negative, will the Government please state the 
1.easons why? 

Mr. CKAWFORD: To enqaire of the Senior 
Member of the Executive Committee present at the 
next meeting of the House of Assembly :- 

(l) I n  view of the general advantages to br 
gained by reclamation of a valuable land area; 

(2) The fact that the mechanical equipment 
for thel purpose-including the light railway and 
tipping waggons-has been acquired and has been 
idle and rusting for over two (2) years; 

(3) The opportunity w'hich the project provides 
for  h d i n g  reproductive employment for a consider- 
ablel number of the unemployed ; 

(4) The improvement which will result in the 
health conditions of the locality, and 

(5) The posi t i~e danger which the area 
represents in case of serious wwther disturbances; 

Will the Government immediately commence 
work on the canalization of the Constitution Swamp ? 

Mr. CRAWFOHL) : To enquire of the Senior 
Xember of &e Executive C'ummittee present at the 
~ w x t  meet1"hg of the House of Assembly: 

In  view of the ~peeial  circunlstances of the ca.;<. 
nil1 the Government grant full leave with paj- far 
the period of her illness and convalesce.ice~ to the 
nurse who has contracted it serious disease 114 i h l  
tsecut;on of her dutics a t  the, Rarbados G'rnerxi 
Hospital for which it is proposed to send her t o  n 
Trinidad Sanatorium for treatment ? 

811,. GILJ, enters the House ancl takes his seat. 
# 

- BILLS READ il FlRST TIXE 1 
On the motion of Mr. Cox, seconded by Dr. CT:W 

mss, a Bill to amend the Barbados Fancy Molasses 
i 

Prochwtion and Export Act, 1937, is read a first time. i 

On the motion of Xr .  Cox, seconded bp Dr. Cunr- 
MIKS, a Bill to amend the Barbados Fancy Molassrs 
Production and Export Act. 1937,-No. ?-is read 
firht time. 

Mr. ,~LLDER enters the House and takes his seat. 
SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 and 89 

On the motion of X r .  ADAMS, seconded by MY 
F. 1,. TALCOTT,  rLules 88 and 89 are suspended. 

On the motion of Mr. i h ~ ~ ~ r ~ ,  seconded by 1;r 
F .  L l \ T ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ,  Rnle 60 is suspended. 

SELECTIOI\' O F  DELEGATES TO T H E  WEST 
INDIAN COKFERENCE TO BE HELD I N  

CURACAO 

Ur. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have the honour 
to inform the House that I have rece4ved information 
from the Presiding Nember of the Other Place to th- 
effect that they are d l i n g  to meet this House as soor: 
after half past three o'clock as i t  is convenient for ii 

joint session to select the two delegates to the Fourth 
Session of the West Indian Conference to be held m 
Curacao from the 27th Norenlber to the 8th D&&:- 
ber, 1950. 

311.. X ~ P P  enters the House and takes his seat. 
On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by  311. 

WILKIA-soh-, the Honse is adjourned for a quarter of 
a11 hour. 

On re,assembling :- 

Jlr .  L\DA;\IS : Mr. Deputy Speakel, - I ask 
leave to move an Address which arises out of the joint 
session of the T,egislature held a few moments agc 

r 
There being no objection, the honourable member 

is granted leave to proceed. 
Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Deputy Speaker, - As the ' 

result of the joint session of the Ijegislatnre which was 
held a few moments ago, two honourable members of 
this House were selected as delegates to the Fourth 
Session of the West Indian Conference to be held ;n f- 
Cnracao and there should be a reply to Message Nu. 
26/19M of His Excellency the Governor notifying 
him of this fact. I ,  therefore, beg to move that tire 
qollon-ing Address in reply to His E x c e l l e n r ~ ' ~  1 1 ~ ~ s -  
age do now pass :- l 

The House of  Assembly 
To 

His Excellency the Governor 

The House of Assembly beg to acknowledge tht 
receipt of Pour Excellency's Message So. 26/1953 I 

relating to the appointment d two delegates from the 
Legislature to represent Barbados a t  the Fourth Ses. 
lion of t.he West Indian Conference to be held in Cur- 

1 



acao from the 27th November to the 8th December 
1950. 

The House have the honour to inform Your Ex  
cellency that a t  a joint meeting of the two Houses c ,  
the Legislature to which Your Excellenc3- sent t l ~  
Nessage abovementioned the following were selected 
as delegates:-Mr. F. L. Walcott, Senior Member for 
St. Peter, and Mr. E. L. Ward, Senior Member for St. 
Lucy. 

Mr. WILKINSON: I beg to second the mnotior 
for the passing of this Address. 

The question that this Address do now pass i. 
put and resolved in the affirmative without divisio~l 

Nr. DEPUTY SPEAKEE:  I will ask the hon 
ourable senior member for St. Joseph to be good 
enough to present the Address to His Excellency the 
Covernor. 

Mr. ADAMS : As Your Honour pleases. 

T H E  BARBADOS FANCY IMOLASSEE PR.ODYC 
TION AND EXPORT (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Mr. COX : Xr. Deputy Speaker,-I be, a to m o ~  
that a Bill to amend the Barbados Fancy blolasaec 
Production and Export Act, 1937, be taken as the firs 
Order of the Day. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to second that. 
The question that a Bill to amend the Barbado: 

Fancy Molasses Production and Export Act be t a k ~ n  
as the first Order is put and resolved in the affirmativ~ 
without division. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:  The first Ordei 
stands in the name of the honourable senior member 
for  St. Michae1,-Second reading of a Bill to amend 
the Barbados Fancy Molasses Production and Export 
Act, 1937. 

Mr. COX : Mr. Speaker,-Certain exporters of 
fancy molasses now have in their possession 159,241 
wine gallons of molasses which under the existing leg- 
islation cannot be legally exported after the 31st May. 
1950, and they have requested the Fancy Molasses 
Control and Marketing Board to recommend to the 
Government that they be permitted to export this 
quantity of molasses. The Board has agreed and the 
Executive Committee has approved and this Bill seeks 
to sanction the approval of the Executive Comnlittce. 
This amount of molasses was manufactured during 
the crop year 1948-@ before the 31st August, 1949, 
and had not been exported on the 31st May, 1950. The 
failure to export this molasses was due to  (a )  re-con- 
ditioning of 1949 molasses due to high moisture con 
tent, (b) the Canadian Government's refusal to allow 
such molasses to enter Canada after the 31st Decelu 
ber, 1949, and ( c )  the fact that re-conditioning took 
a longer time than was expected. 

I beg to move that this Rill be now read a second 
time. 

Mr. F. L. WBLICOTT: 1 beg to second that. 
The question that this Bill be now read a secorid 

time is put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. F. L 
WALCOTT, n k  DEPUTY SPEAKER leaves the Chair asd 
the House goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITI~ 
being in the Chair. 

Clauses 1 and 2 inclusive are read and are agreed 

-- 
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to. 
On the motion of Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. F. L 

~VALCOTF. the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of thc 
Bill in Committee. 

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr 
Cox, seconded in each case by JIr. F. L. WALCOTT, t h ~  
Bill is read a third time and is passed. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Deputy Speaker,-I ask l e a n  
to take,Committee of Supply as the next Older. 

There being no objection, the honourable mcwier 
is granted leave to proceed. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order 
stands in  the name of the honourable senlor n2cmber 
for St. Josep4-To move the House into Committee 
of Supply to consider the grant of sums 02 mouey for 
the service of the Government. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, seconded by Mr. 
Cox, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER leaves the Chair apd the 
House goes into Committee of Shpply, Mr. S M I ~  
being in the Chair. 

RESOLUTION TO MEET EXPENSES OF DELEQATES TD THE 
OPENING OF THE TRINIDAD LEGISLATIVE COUNCL 

Xr. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman,-This Resolutiat 
for $281 is to pay the expenses of two legislators a d  
their wives who are invited by the a v e r n o r  of Triui- 
dad to be present at the opening ceremony of the Leg- 
islature of Trinidad and Tobago appointed under their 
new Constitution. Honourable members will see from 
the addendum that this Resolution is to provide the  
travelling and oat-of-pocket expenses of the  inviteen, 
The hotel expenses will be paid by the Government of 
Trinidad. It is unpa~ l i a rnen ta r~  to comment upon 
the acts of other Governments and I shall do no more 
than say that if Trinidad feels that this occasion ir: 
so unique as to be deserving of the attendance of Mem- 
bers of other Jjegislatures we should not be diseourte- 
ous by not going. I hope the new Constitution of 
Trinidad will work well. I beg to move tbat  this Re&- 
olution do now p m .  

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEY : Mr. Chairman,-Tpis is a very 

small amount, i t  is true, but there is a principle in- 
volved. I should like the senior member for  St. Joseph 
to tell me how the out-of-pocket expenses have been 
arrived at. It is customary to tell this Chamber how 
out-of-pocket expenses of delegates from this island are 
made up  and I would like the honourable member to 
tell us in this case. I am beginning, Mr. Chairma~>, 
to feel that we shall have, sooner or later, to refuse 
some of these invitations. I make that statement if I 
stand alone in  so doing. I am not criticizing this 
amount because it is small but I think that as a result 
>f these invitations we should be able to gain somethmg 
educational, cultural or  otherwise. Like the hbnour- 
able member I shall say no more: Paragraph 2 of the 
addendum to the Resolution says :-"This Resolution 
is to provide for  the cost of travelling cnd iout.of- 
pocket expenses of the invitees. " Will the honourable 
member tell me whether they are calculated on the 
basis of $5, or  52, or $22.50 a day? 

Nr .  ADAMS : The honourable member .needs 
an  answer; he has given i t  although he added an alter- 
native. The cost of the passages is $52 and the out-of- 
pocket expenses are computed at  the rate of $9 per 
day. I did not suspect that even the senior member 
for the City would ask the question, but when I en- 
quired yesterday I was told that the computation is 
made on that basis. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass is 
put and resolved in the aErmative without division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, secbided by Dr. 
CUMMINS, the CHAIRMAN reports the passing of this 
Resolution in Committee of Supply. 

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr. 
A D A ~ ,  seconded by Dr.' CUMXINS in each case, the 
Resolution is read a first and a second time and- is 
agreed to. 



XATURAL GAS CORPORATION BILL 

BIr. ADAMS : Mr. Deputy Speaker,--1 am ask- 
ing leave to take Order No. '5 as the next Order. 

There being no objection, the honourable member 
is granted leave to proceed. 

Mr, DEPUTY SFELJKER: Tht: next Order 
stands in  the name of the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph,--Second reading of a Bill to provictq 
for the establishment of a Corporation to be known 
as the n'atural Gas Corporation, for the functions ancl 
duties of the Corporation, for the acquisition by or 
transfer to i t  of undertakings, rights and property 
and to make compensation therefor and for purposes 
connected with the matters aforesaid. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,--This Bill, 
depending on the way in which you look a t  it, is 
either a simple and obviously necessary Bill which 
seeks merely to carry out the policy adopted by the 
Government and approved of by the Legislature of 
this colony or else i t  is a serious matter of principle. 
'E say that: because one cannot help noticing in what- 
ever community one Lives what some sections of the 
Presa may styr from timc' to time on proposed legisla- 
tion. It would be a regrettable state of affairs if that 
were not so. It would be regrettable if we attempt- 
ed to work a Democracy without thr, Government 
making as public as possible its proposals for legisla- 
tion, the policy it intends to pursue and thc actua! 
1egisJa;tion that i t  has drafted to carry out that 
policy. It is much too late in  the day, even if it 
were permissible by the Rules of the House, to de- 
bate the principle of Kationalization or public own- 
prship of minerals in the soil. The Legislature 
ha- approvecl of the prillciple of Sationalization. 
il'oices: KO, no)--I believc there are some mind 
waders or peoplc who say they are mind readers 
but I have never heard that any of the honourablc 
membcrs on my left were among that number. I 
am speaking of the principle of Nationalizatioa of 
minerals, in the sense of ownership of those miner- 
als. The Government has not attempted, nor 
5vould i t  in normal circumstances attempt, to ruil 
any publicly owned mineral that may be discoverta 
or has been clisco~ered because. nornlally spealr- 
ing, has shown in  other parts of the 
worlcl that it is enough for a Government to otcn 
and not. except under proper control. to exploit 
minerals. Ct may be a selfish reason because millions 
may be sunk without any remuneration and it is 
better for a p r i ~ ~ a t e  undertaking to sink millions 
than for a Government to do so. If anything is 
pot after those millions have been sunk, i t  is but 
right that the community should obtain the bene- 
fit of what has been got. I think that my friends 
on my ]eft map well console themsr~lves with the 
reflection that the blow has been soEter than they 
sxpehted. I would just remind honourable mem- 
bers that one of the provisions of the Petroleum 
Act-to pnt it in layman's lanewage--is that any- 
one who at  the passing of the Act was in receipt 
of income from Natural Gas or any other mineral 
covered by the Act, would be compensated by the 
Government either by way of a money compensa- 
tion or by being granted a licence which would put 
him in the same position in  which he would have 
been if the Act had not been passed. I do not 
think that even the enemies of this Government 
wculd suggest that that is anything but absolutely 
equitable and i t  is nnfortunate that since the pass- 
ing of the Petroleum Act i t  has not been possible 
for  the Government of this Country and the Bri- 
tish Union Oil Company who alone poqsess gas wells 
@P a commercial value-they possess actually two 

wells designated SOS. 19 and 20 which they owned 
at the passing of the Act-have not been able to  
come to an agreement. l do not propose, unlesc 
honourable members choose to make it a subject for 
debate and a subject for complete exposure, to go 
into all the details of the negotiations between the 
British Union Oil Company and the Government 
I t  is sufficient to say this (Laughter) :-some rneln- 
bers rise easily to a. bait-it is sufficient for me 
to say this: The British Union Oil Company 
have always been told in  emphatic terms that 
the Gorernment was anxions that their position 
as regards these two veils should be the same as 
if the Petroleum Act had not been conceived, let 
alone passed and on that basis the Government 
was prepared to negotiaw with them. P7e were pm- 
pared to pat thew. in exactly the same position m 
which they were in 3946, subject, of course, to ths 
I'etrolenni Act. that is to say, the?, woulld run  these 
xells subject to such royalties as they may have to 
pay under the Petroleum Act. 71Tp to the present 
moment, the only ,lgreement arrived at  between the 
Goverument and the Eritish Union Oil Co., was that 
they should continue, temporarily. to get gas from 
these wells and continue their operations in  the same 
wa,v on a 50-50 basis. T am just giving a sketch. 
1 !mow that there are sonte hononrable members- , 

you have only to look in their direction without e v n  
considering what they will say-vho htwe hundred? 
of ql~estiom to ask and T am anxious to answer them, 
There is nothing that can br thromn at the Govern- 
ment that the Go~ernn~ent  would not invite. Now, 
Sir, it appeared in the course of the negotiations 
that pos-ibly the British TJniou Oil Co., when 
it sqited them, would say "We have no desire to 
continue for  any length of time.'' 1 do not laeail 
t o  nce the expr~ssion "~ rhen  it suited them" 
offensi~ely; they are a comme~cial undertak. 
ing and commercial undertakings never do anything 
when it does not suit them. especially vhen it comes 
to making money. The question. therefore, would 
arise, as i t  did arise on the part of the British Union 
Oil Co. rather than on the part of the Government 
vrhen matters came to a head land when i t  was obvious 
that the- were not going to continue, that these 
wclls would have to br taken over 'by the Government. 
The question did arise and the British Union Oil 
Co., were definitely unreasonable. from the Govern- 
ment's point of view, in the negotiations affecting thp 
purchaw of such of their eqnipmrnt as was necca- 
saq-. if the Government vere to tn!:e over these well;, 
that is to sa?, the plipe lines to T~ancaster Processing 
Factory, the Belle Pumping Station, and so on. If 
has, therefore, become necessary far  the Government: 
to prouicle for the running of these wells. The HOIIBB 
will, I hope, pardon me if T read the Objects and 
Reasons of the Bill bnt it is m-orth while readinq 
them. The Government's position is set out in the 
Objects and Reasons as follows :- 

"The Petroleum Act, 1950, vested the property 
of natural gas in the Governor-in-Executive Commit- 
tee and provided for the granting of licences and 
leases to search for, win and dispose of natural gas. 
Prior to this, natural gas was vested in the Iand- 
owner. The British Union Oil Company Limited held 
leases from the landowner in respect of mineral 
rights a t  Turner's Hall Plantation in St. Andrew 
from which a supply of natural gas was obtained. 
The Company has distributed natural gas so recover- 
ed to certain public institutions and to the Barbados 
Gas Company for supplying private consumers. The 
Government and the Company negotiated for t he  
issue of a long term licence or lease to the Company 



fur the purpose of winning and distributing the gas 
from the wdls  19 and ZO s~tuateci a t  Turner's h l l ,  in 
lieu of cash compeilsation in respect or the propert) 
in natural gas havlng been vested in the Governor- 
in-Execntlve Committee. These negotiations having 
proved ~lnsuccessixl i t  was considered that the Gov- 
c,rlzment shoulcl proceed to undertake the supply of 
liatural gas under pu blic ownership. 

.*.,~ccorcliugly this Bill seeks to establish a Cor- 
lmratiou for the purpose of recovering aud Cllstrlbu- 
tmg natural gas in order to secure the supply o i  
siv~h gab ah  heretofore. 

"The C+o+ersment have also been couduetnlg ne- 
gktiations with the Company with a view to acquiring 
the pipeline and ot11c.r necessary equipment to ma'ulc 
the recovery. distribution and supply of natural gas 
to be contiui~cd uithout interruption. The Cornpally 
however is not williug to sell immediately such pipc- 
line and cqu~pmt~~ i t  ,Is i t  is iiiteiiclccl that this corn- 
nluditj- shonltl be c.arr.ied on as a nationalized indus 
try, i t  i.: considt~rt~tl e,wential that such piycliue and 
equipmelit shoulll belong to the Corporation, and 
bho~;lld be 1ranJcrret1 to and vested in the Corpora- 
tion at t l ~ o  c.arlic.\i opportunity. 

"I'i-o&io~~ j s  th~refore made for the transfer 10 

the Corporatiolt of tlw pipeline aud eclnipment of 
the British Uniot~ ( )il Company 1~imitc.d and tile 
~ e s t i n g  of S I ~ C I L  pipeline aucl equilnneilt iu the (hi- 
poration and the piynlelit of coi~pensation therefoc. 
The an~ount of sruh compensation may be agreed 
itpoll between t 11 c, t 'orporaiion ailcl tlic Compauy, 
h ~ l t  f i~ i l i~ lg  : ' : ~ ~ I Y F I ~ I ( ~ ~ I ~ ,  \hall be clet~rlninctl 1 1 ~ -  itrbi- 
t ration." 

\\'ell, that is i l ~ c  posit~ort, JLr. I>clprlt~- Speaker. 
i't11-haps I n ~ q  ha\ given a. \ S  rong iirnpressioll w h ~ 1  
i slwlie about tht~ trrms that the British lTnioll Oil 
!h. laid dowu, as regards the purchase of their 

iquipment. They do nut wish tu sell a t  the present 
inonlent. I I)cDlic\c> that it nil1 be stated on them 
behalf that i t  n a b  not always known how far  th,: 
Govemnent -\W\ ~)rt>(mred to go but I g i ~ e  this 
ITouse thc so l rn~l~  ilsyuraiicr that as far a5 negotia- 
tioils with thc E1.iIls11 Gniol~ Cril Co. a w  c.unc.rs11e;l 
the question of I\'oiiollalization, in the sense in svhicl 
honourable mcinbt~rs have used this term, although ii 
is tho policy of ihi< ~overnment.  ~ C T - W  arose until 
the Fiijtish TT~lioi~ Oil CO. made i t  arise. I n  short 
as far  as this rrument T~as ~onccrned, t h ~  Britis11 
TTnioil Oil Co.. T T W ~  [)erfectl:r a t  liberty, as fa r  ac; W, 
could see, to rull for a mumbcr of years these twc 
~rel ls  under a liernw from the Governmcnt. W e  
were not insisting oil "Nationalization ' ' that i\, o~ 
operating them onriclres. h'ot that v-e were departiilg 
From thv principle of Kationalization; not that WF 

rrgard it, as ii llas turned out to be, the first 
industry to be really natiolialized but nation- 
alization was not used as an attempt to forc: 
the hands of the British Union Oil Co. They could 
hare continued to supply gas under a licence from 
the Government: their prices could be controllctl 
by us or bp a Public TJtilitv Board. This Gouern- 
ment was prepared to let them go on on that basis. 
They have made it impossible for that state of things 
to continue and there is no alternative but this for 
+Iw Government, inaqmuch as i t  owns the property in 
the gas. As re,gards the Government running the 
industry bp a Department instead of by a Corpora- 
tion T do not think it needs much to convince hon 
onrable members that this is the better way of deal. 
ing with i t  instead of setting up anothe~ 
Department attached to the Public Works. What- 
ever honourable members mav feel about t3e fact 
.that the British Union Oil Co. had no licence to 
c~xplore for oil, that is an entirely different matter. 

If Your Honour does not stop any honourable mem- 
ber T&O may make any accusation in that respeat, 
h a  Government is not too timid to reply. I repeat 
.bat there is nothing in the conduct of the Govern- 
~ r e i ~ c  CO make i t  feel ashamed. This has been forced on 
I ?. l am not going to pretend that me are not taware of 
 he result but i t  was not sought. It falls in with our 
policy of Nationalizatjion but it was never sought. I 
am, therefore, asking honourable members - by all 
means criticize this Bill, criticize the Government, 
criticize the princjiple-not to make criticisms on the 
floor of the House which they are not prepared to back 
np. If any honourable member lmows of any aspect of 
the iic~gotiations it is his duty to give the facts on 
the floor of the House. Barbadians are the most 
critical people on earth. It is easy for rumours to be 
qwead abroad about any of us in our private, or pro- 
fr,.sional life and i t  is not right that any member of 
thic; HOUSP sliould make any suggestion that he is not 
prcqmred to follow up to the full. If an honourable 
inember kuoms of anything that has been wrongly 
clone by another honourable inember of the House, 
let him W>- it 011 the floor of this House. There ie 
i~otl~iiig l am not ~ r e p a r o d  to say on the floor of this 
House in answer to any question that may arise. It 
l r ,  time that tht- yl~blic of Barbados realize that i n  
t w r y  letter to ' h e  ~lewspape~ra there is not always an 
~lernent of vommonsense or the outpouring of an 
~mprejudiced mind. Becauso there happens to be in 
H r i d g ~ t o v ~  a chronic writer of letters-he is H. pro- 
fessional man hnt not a barrister--who is forever 
maki~ig :.ccausar~clni against the Government without 
Finy shatlow of fact to support them, that is a reason, 
l o  my n ~ i r d ,  Mr Deputy Speaker, why, now tha 
cpportunity ha> been g r a n t 4  to members of the 
IIouse, any suspicious circumstances should be aired, 
30 that allything may come to li&k which in  thy 
ininds of honourable members may be considered tq 
be keepillg them in  the clark. I inust qualify that 
daternent to this extmt:  I have a dixretion to say 

hat I ~oyhc~lf may have done in Executive Committee 
01. dnriny thece negotiations. Obviously, honourable 
nmnbers xould not expect me to say what some other 
rlzenlber of the Esecutive Committee might have said 
o r  done in the course of these negotiations because to 
Illat extmt. at any rate, matters are secret. But 
.peaking on behalf of the, Government, if honourahk 
members think that there is any ulterior motive, any- 
thing hitldell 111 any clause of this Bill or anythinp 
of that s o ~ t  I beg and imulore them to say so, in 
01-tlcr that i t  will not be powible for any accusation to 
rejna~n when there is no ground whatever for the 
accusation. T do not propose to say much more. I 
have givcn an outline of the circumstances that led 
to the introduction of this Bill. I t  is a matter of 
great urgency. The last Agreement with the British 
17nion Oil Co. vill come to an end to-day, as regar-da 
their distributing gas from these wells. We have 
had to push t:Ms Bill as quickly as we could ge,t ~t 
through and I hope that honourable members  ill 
deal with i t  in all its stages to-day, no matter how 
long i t  takes. 1 am making that request ili the 
:Interest of the community and in  the interest of wha*, 
we hope, will be useful to the people. I beg to move 
formally, Sir, that this Rill be now read a secortd 
time. 

Dr. CTJMMIKS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: My first objection to &a 

second reading of this Bill to-day is that the irh- 
portance of this Bill merits more time for honqur- 
able members, especially those of us who form the 
Opposition, to go into the matter. I say that fbr 
this reason: As Your Honour is well aware notice 
of this Bill was given on Tuesday last and l do 

I 



not know if any honourable member received his 
copy of the Bill before last Saturday. In  order 
that one may become really acquainted with all the 
facts and circumstances surrounding this Bill, one 
would have to go through quite a number of re- 
ports dating back from the Lepper Report, to be 
able to do justice not only to oneself and to this 
Country but also to the Bill. I am sure, Sir, that 
the Government should not like to see a Bill of this 
magnitude railroad through the House without con- 
sfructive oppositi,on. No Bill of this importance 
should be just put in the hands of honourable mem- 
bers and then they be asked td go through i t  hy just 
making slight objectiol~s to sections here and sections 
there. There is a pqinciple in~olved in this Bill. 
CA voice: What is the principle?) 1 hear a voice 
ask "what is the principle ? " Every member should 
take this Bill seriously because, 1 repeat. there is 
;r great principle \involved in it. (Mr. B~a1r.s: What 
is the principle?). I n  this Bill, you propose to set 
n p  a Corpora,tion for the purpose of looking after 
natural gas. There are some of us in this island- 
fortunately in this House too-miho, though we would 
like to see the inhabitants of this countq- get tilt 
best out of its natural resources, are not wedded tc 
Naturalization. There is, on the other hand, quite 
a number of persons - unfortunately the nlajon~:  
af the House is included in  that number--who arc 
q-edded to Naturalization, some blindly so. Whal 
I say now might offend some members of m?- Part; 
or i t  e igh t  offend some members of tile Governmeni 
but as  in all my politild activities I have gone r e r j  
carefully into this matter and I make no apologj 
for what I am sayjng. I have been turning over verj 
carefully in my mind the question of the Govern 
ment directly control&ng this Natural Gas and noth 
ing has brought me nearer accepting a compromis 
for Naturalization than what I have been hearin: 
transpired between persons responsible for negotia 
tlbg this business. I cannot find anyone yet who cxl 

eonvince me that Xaturalization is the right thing- 
Mr. ADAMS: On a point of order. Nation 

alization of Natural (h has been passed by thc 
Legislature of this Colony. Is the honourable inern 
ber attacking that vote? l ask Your Honour tc 
rule whether the honourable member is in order tc 
criticize a vote that has already beell decided upor 
by the Assembly. 

Mr MOTTLEY: I am surprised that the hon 
~urab le  member is trying to stop me. I n  paragrapl 
3 of the Objects and Reasons this is what is stated 
"As i t  is intended that this commodity should bl 
carried on as a nationalized industry, i t  is consid 
ered mential that such pipeline and equipnlen 

should belong to the Corporation. and shoulc 
be transferred to and vested in the Corpora 
€ion P "  the earliest opportunity." I do not knol 
vrhy ; 'ce honourable member should interrupt m 
becaqse when I am through, he may be surprise( 
to  ~ P I O T V  that I am not levelling accusations agains 
the Government in  this respect. I submit most re 
spectfully to Your Honour that on the face o 
this statement in the Objects and Reasons, if a] 
honourable member cannot refer to the Nationali 
eation of Xatural Gas in the course of this debate 
then we may as well walk out and let the Govern 
ment put  this matter through. I intend to as1 
certain qacstions and to get some facts about thing 
mhich I have heard. Surely the honourable senio 
member for St. Jaseph does not expect that as lent 
as I am Feelin? well T ~vould come in here and ap 
prove of this Bill simply because the principle o 
Nationalization has already been approved by thi 

[louse. 1 may be flogging a dead horse but l a m  
mtitled to express the views of the people who sent 
lie here. Mr. Deputy Speaker, i t  seeny to me that 
lonourable members want to go out for tea and I ,  
herefore, beg to move that this House do now ad- 
iomn until 5.45 p.m. 

The question that this House do now adjourn 
until 5.45 p .  m. is put  and resolved in  the affirma- 
tive without division. 

The House is accordingly adjourned to 5.45 
p.m.  

SA4TURAL GAS CORPORATIOX BILTJ, 1950 

Ou re-assembling, 
&fr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: On the adjourn- 

n r ~ l t  the honourable senior member for  the City was 
;peaking on the motion for the second reading of a 
Bill to p ro~ ide  for the establishment of a C0rpor.a- 
ion to be kno~vn as the Natural Gas Corporation, 
for the functions and duties of the Corporation, fo r  
'he acquisition bp or transfer to i t  of undertak- 
ngs, rights and property and to make compensa- 
lion therefor and for purposes connected with the 
matters aforesaid. The honodrable member may 
proceed. 

Mr. IIOTTLEY: When the House was ad- 
journed I was making the point that this Bill is of 
such importance that in  order to be able to offer 
any appreciable criticism of i t  we should be given 
more time to consider it. As I said, honourable 
members only came in  possession of this Bill last 
Saturday and all the ramifications would have to  
be considered from the Lepper Report down to the 
Prospecting Lhense which has been granted. It is 
true that when the Petroleum Act was passed the 
State had, so to speak, nationalised all minerals or  
the minerals were vested in  the Crown; to my mind 
there is a big difference between vesting gas, oils and 
so on in the Crown and nationalisation. This Bill 
which i\ beforcx tht. House seeks to srt up  a Cor- 
poration, aucl as the honourable Leader of the I-Iouse 
said, the advent of the Bill was purely because 
negotiations which have been going on between the 
Government and the owners or lessors of the Turner's 
Hall wells which actually produce natural gas have 
broken down. That in itself is a reason why we 
should be given more time to go carefully into 
this Bill; all we know about this Bill is what we 
hare been hearing. I n  introducing this Bill the 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph made it 
quite clear that he was prepared to answer any 
questions which might be asked, but there are cer- 
tain things which were dealt with in  Executive Coni- 
mittee and which he cannot possibly tell us about 
today. Honourable members are aware that there 
have been such wild rumours going around, there has 
been so much talk about t h ~  big sum which has been 
asked for and there has been put in  the Press some 
<.orrespondence with which many of us do not agree 
that we of the Opposition would like to know mow 
about this matter. I said a t  the outset that I mould 
be opposed to giving the second reading to this Rilr 
this afternoon for the reason that we did not have 
sufficient time to consider the Bill; and in a matter 
of this sort the honourabIe senior member for Bt. 
Joseph ought to agree that if the Opposition and 
back benehers had to get certain ?acts that conld 
vell be done in Select Committee. I will dml with 
all these things at  a later stage in mv snewh: hut 
what T am saving r i~rht  now is that we have 
been told that the nerotiations have broken dnxn 
and we have been hearing about sums r a n h c  from 
two to three and one half miIlion dollars havinq to 
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be spent when we shall have passed this Bill. I t  
must follow as night follows day, a d  as all think- 
iilg people will appreciate, that every possible thing 
should be done to prevent the closing down of these 
two wells. Any self-respecting Barbadian with any 

of responsibility whether he is in  the Covern- 
ent or in the Opposition must appreciate that. 

gas is, to my mind, the o d y  natural gift 
hich we can really see. We have heard ancl read 

Lepper Report about this bath of oil, but 
we have not seen that yet; that is something which 
might not be there. But  we h o w  that we have 
natural gas and whether we are in the Opposition 
or in  the Government we are bound to sav: "Let u~ 
satisfy ourselves that these wells must not be closed 
down." The Government is apparently satisfied 
that it has taken every possible step, that i t  ha. 
done everything humanly possible in the matter and 
that the only step to be hken  after all the negotia 
tions have broken down is to come clown with t h i ~  
Bill. If you agree that the success of any clemocracj 
is by compronise, is i t  not right that persons wh( 
are not in the know should satisfy themselves that 
all the negotiations have broken down and that there 
is the necessity for this Bill? I am not accusing the 
Government of putting anything on anybody; I an,  
so pro-American that I rejoiced when an American 
Company got a licence to prospect for oil here. I t  
is not  the custom of the American people to dilly 
dally with anything; they usually get down to busi- 
ness. We on *his side of the House plead for tiinc 
in which to satisfy ourselves as to the necessity for 
this Bill. A few weeks ago the Governme~~t said 
that they could not nationalise at  the moment and 
they brought down a Rill to provide for the setting 
u p  of a Public Utilities Board; that I consider to bc 
the  spirit of compromise. Nobody would say that 
he would like to see these wells closed down, but you 
must satisfy pourself before you even accept thp 
second reading of this Bill tha,t everythillg has been 
done in the matter. 

Mr. Deputj- Speaker, this iadnqtr~- in respec? 
of uatural gas is something upon which we want 
to know if we can really rely; i t  might mean million!: 
to the Treasury or it might mean b a n k r t ~ p t c ~  to the 
Island. We do know that natural gas is being ob. 
tained a t  the moment; the Petroleum Bill has been 
passed, a Bill which has been fought up and down 
the eleven parishes of this island, but I will 1101 
dwell upon that. We had the Petroleum Drilling 
and Production Regulations, 1950, before us, tvr 

saw something in  the Press and as a r e sd t  of ques. 
tions which I asked in this House we had the 
Prospecting Licence issued which Licence is a Deec 
sf the 17th May. 3950. 1 crave yonr indulgence, 
Mr. D e m t y  Speaker, to deal with the matter in 
this way because this is really what leads up to 
the Government having to bring down this Bill 
today. You have this Prospecting Licence issued 
on  the 17th May, 1950, to the Gulf Oil Corpol.ation. 
and we know that this matter has been dealt with 
quite ably by persons who were brought here and 
who knew aIl about it. If you know that the Brit. 
ish Union Oil Company was operating here and 
>then you heard nothing about its operation 3-011 
would feel glad to know that somebody had beer 
offered an  agreement to drill for oil. Nobody criti. 
cizes any action of the Government in this matter 
iB L obvious that there must have been some nego 
tiation between them and the British Union Oi' 
.Company because somebody had to call in the 
GnLf Oil Corporation and the British TTnion Oil 
Company would have been interested in the matter 
T h e  honourable senior member for St. Joseph saic 

at the outset that  he is willing to answer any reas- 
onable question; i t  must have been known at  the 
time of the issue of the Licence that these wells 
No. 19 and No. 20 which are in dispute, were pro- 
ducing natural gas. I n  that Licence these wells 
situated at  Turner's Hall Plantation and the hori- 
zon from which such wells are produced to the 
extent of 100 acres were excluded from the Uuli 
Oil Corporation. I would have liked to have 
been able to say that the Gulf Oil Corporatiou 
had started operations already because I have 
been making i t  my p r o ud boast that .dn 
dnierican Company will clo something, unl~ke  
an English Company which will do nothing. I a n  
now expressing my own feeling. As I have said, 
this Prospecting Licence excli~des these natural gas 
wells No. 19 and No. 20 and the 100 acres which 
I have mentioned. I am not a geologist and I do 
not claim to know if that exclusion is fair or unfair 
That is a matter for the geologists and I take i t  
that the Government would have to be guided by 
the advice of geologists; lawyers and politicia~~r 
are children in the hands of geologists. I understand 
that after the Licence was issued, negotiations begal 
and the British Union Oil Company was told that, 
under the law as it stands, the property belongs to 
the Crown and you have to work for the Crown. 1 
understand that these wells were carried on at ,X 

10% basis, and apparently those negotiations went 
well. Then further negotiations were begun with 
the Cornpan>- for  carrying on these wells. At  
this stage members of the Government thought 
that the attitude of thr  persons responsible for  
the British Union Oil Company was unreasonable. 
It might be unpopular to say this, but i t  is true, 
I do feel that if there hacl been more sweet 
reasonableness shown, this Bill mould not have been 
before us. There is a section of this community 
which does not like nationalisation but you musL 
give in when the t h e  comes for giving in. I n  th:-; 
matter I think we should consider the colony first, 
I feel that the Leader of the Honse must be in ii 
position to tell us  something more than what he has 
told us ;  he told us that the negotiations broke down 
but at  what stage did they break down? (Mr. 
ADAMS : At  the end). Some negotiations break down 
in  the middle. We want to know the reason wh:; 
the negotiiations broke down; I think that if the 
spirit of compromise had been shown in these nego- 
tiations the position would have been much better. 
The conditions are that there should either be a 
long-term lease to the British Union Oil Company 
or cash compensation; if apparently the negotiations 
for a long-,term lease broke down, are you telling 
ns that we should pass this Bill because you are in 
a poslition to handle the m&? We have been hearing 
about the sum of two and a half million dollars 
Dr three and a half million dollars B.W.I. currency 
for the wells. I would like some more time so thak 
I could dmJ. with this matter; because if you really 
think seriously of all the negotiations having brokm 
clown-negotiations in respect of a 10% basis, a 
50% basis and a long-term lease-you would want 
to know the reason why they broke down. Even if 
I were the strongest supporter of the Government 

mlo~lld have to be radical in  this matter; if You 
,say that in  some instances the Company was unreai- 
onable, where is the spirit of compromise? Bn t  we 
are asked to pass this Bill just SO and the princi- 
ple ,is far-reaching. I n  these negotiations a long- 
term lease could have been obtained but why was 
that not taken? I am becoming S U S ~ ~ C ~ O U S .  No 
member of the Government is a geologist; You have 



to bring in a geologist. If we pass this Bill what 
will be the next  step to be tdken! If ail these nego- 
tiations have broken down and  you take 0s-er the  
gas vvells dnd the equipment, the next step wdl  be 
lo come for  the money t o  pay the Colnpany. il j o u  
lmnv that your wells have all  this natural g&, ub? 
bre you afraid of \a, loug-term ledse P It is t r ~ ~ e  that  
the Lkltjsh Vnion Oil Company nlap have a grudge 
agaiust the Go~ern luen t ;  the Company may slay; 
"Hor~ have given Gulf Oil Corporation more eon- 
hideration than  you have give11 LL~."  Bu t  e m n  as 
f a r  ,as that goes I was glad that a n  Anierican Con?- 
pany had been given the l'rospectlng L~cence. L 
ask hoilonrable rneubers to be Yerp careful and to 
thinlr seriously about this matter. It is not alerely 
I;ecuuse you h a w  a majority in  the House to agrt5,. 
to the pa,s.sing of a Bill tlmt you shoulcl pa5s i t ;  
you owe a du ty  to  the country and  when you 
prtss this Bill you arc coniitlg back to the House 
for moncy to pay this Company: These \\ells must 
be kept open because natural gas is being obtained 
; l i d  it is a nlcral~c of fnel with which WO arc pro- 
\jcled in  this colony. Therefore 1 consider tlmt 
~ v e r y t h i n g  possiible shonld he done to kcep these 
wi.lls open. XThen the honouixblc smior ~liembet- 
Jo r  St.  ,Jvscph rqdies  1 llopr he will lell I I ~  the. 
reawn n l ~ y  the nrqoriationi have broken tlo~vn. 
IIonourable  member^ shoulrl agree to postpone tile 
rvm\idcr;rtion oi' this Gill r ~ c l  let us gct very ru L W ! ~  
tnorc inforniatiou. If thi, long-term l e  se has b c ~ ~  
offerecl and all is well. m-1iy would this Company s a j  
that jt does not want the l~asc.  but i t  want\ ?Ir(> 
f ''\h ) 

III ~ v ~ p x t  of t h s  L i c e ~ ~ c c  ~ ~ h i c l l  has bcen ~ S S U ~ L  

- -1 want to be mild upon this matter-!~ononrabl, 
luc~lubers ail1 recall that I asliecl some qu~stion: 
;,bout it. Luclrily for me T went to my files an( 
d a r t e d  to read the terms of the  Licence and 1 
sir;ttc.flc~l a little time to maliu conlparisons. I n  Par1 
3 of the klirst Scliedule I d i sco~wed that the exenlp- 
tions in respect of 300 acres of the gas wells XTerc 
tlealt I\ i th : L :1111 15 onclering if the. hononrabl? 
yc~nior ~ r ~ c m b e ~  h r  St. .Jc~sepll c m  t ~ l l  us if it IS trile 
that thr  a i y m c i l t  risccl fov the breaking clown of 
the urgotiatlons was to the dfcct that the C'ompan; 
,.oulrl not take t l ~ c  long-terin lease awl in~prox-e tli. 
jlr.odnctivity of these vrells hecausc i t  -ivm felt thar 
thi5 100-acre radius was too limited and that if tlw 
iiulf Oil ('orporation came within two acres of t h ~ s  
r.xtlins and started operalions t h q -  noulrl hc able 
t o  draw gas from the reservoir. i f  that  is the r e m m  
the11 the Government shonlcl be rather cantio~w. 
From what I see, the Gulf' Oil Corporation will not 
btl tlrilljng for oil until 1951-52. 1 repeat. 'r am 
110 geologist, 1 know nothing about oil and T cannot 
argue v i t h  thp Covernrnent who knows somethinq 
about i t ;  hut i t  seems to me tha t  in this Licence 
for sorue reason or other a regulation has bcen left 
out. 1 do not  suggest that  there is any  improper 
reason for leaving i t  ou t ;  MT. Tanner \\-as bronght 
~ l o w n  to protect Barbados and  he linovivs about oil. 
you !~ave the Attorney General who iq a draughts- 
n m i  and it does cecm strange thal an  important 
r.egnlatiou should h a v ~  been left out. Tf pon 
r ~ a t l  Phc T~eppt.1- Report yo~u can sec t l ~ e  possibil- 
1t;v of sornethjng like v-hat have just mentioned 
taking place, and if the Oovernment found, that 
mpth ing  like that was happening they shonld 1) 
i n  a position to call upon the G i d f  Oil Corporation 
to Y(>;LW operations Which hononrohle r n ~ n ~ b e r  ca: 
say  tha t  the omission of snch a req~ia t ion  is :lot 
possiblr- the I-cal rau.e of I h %  Bill h e h p  h ~ f o r e  ~ l s  
today? It i s  left f o ~ .  thc hol~o:,mh!c~ s ~ r r i o ~  mctll 

her for St.  Joseph to tell us if the negotiations 
broke down through this omission. 

Mr. D E W T Y  S P E A K E R :  Does the hononr- 
able member mean tha t  protection for these wells l ~ d ~  
been omitted from the regulations l 

Mr. MOTTLEP:  Yes, Mr. Deputy Xpealre. 
it ~ o u l d  be a question of protrotion for nlloev '1. 

all the legal luminaries I say it is cluestiolrablc 
6 is controlling the wells. IIavillg Mr. Tanner a- 

tlre ~ i ~ i n c i  of any honourable member as  to why th i  C 
:~pnlation has been left out. Let u s  hope that this 
olnihsion is by accident and not bj- design. To come 

little nearcl. to the pomt, I n-oniler if the insertion 
of -nvh a. 1.~2 rrlation n ould nut prewnt  this rolony 
tram I i a ~  ing in  the not distant future to look tor  

lot 03 111011~y to b~ paid out, which will ha le  to 
bc done if and when this Bill is passecl. If that  
~ e g u l a t b n  were to be inserted now one wonde1.s if 
the Gulf Oil Corporation would not fly off'. Hononr- 
rhlc nlembrrs are entitled to honr all theye thing*; 
if you lmt i n  that regnlation--- 

Xr. DEPCTP SPEAKEI'L. I tlo not t7rii11k 
that that point conccrns this Edl .  

Xr .  MOTTLEY : O ~ i l y  in  the  serrsc: ?hat  1 a111 
trying to reason dut n hether tli,. regula!iou should 
bc put  m 01. not. I i~lnst  concedc to thc (:o\e~liiiicilt 
nhui  1 see ui@t be its diffifinlty; T hay thar af 
y o i ~  pu t  in  tLat regulation the ;iuif Oil 'orporatlo:~ 
nli::hl fly oft' hnd I use that as a n  wrgu~nent Jn tavuur 
of' t l u .  Governilrcat. Tbe Eritis11 Lnion Oil C'om- 
Imny ..ays. "l (10 not want any long-term lease; T 
v ani  IIQ- rncmey. ' K e  did not f~now anything about 
~ h c v  wells; a Cill of this sort----- 

311.. I>13PL?11Y SPEAIiER : I s  the honourable 
nlelnber ~ a y i n g  that, thib Bill deals with compens'l- 
timi for +hi. wells being thew 7 

311. NOTTLI3Y . This K111 deals with c!>rn- 
pensation fo r  thc pipes; the couupensation lor the 
W-ll\ is dmlt  with under the Petroleum Act, Hon-  
(VY, it' the Colnpany carries on we wj!] not have 
to look Por the illone) ; and  if yotx have t u  g i v ~  tofu- 

pensation, > ou will not :ire r*ornpcnswtion for 
the pipe$ unlcs< OIYIL thtl wells V r  
have not ~eachei l  the stage when cmifiscation 
of the  ells will take place; if you are paying for  
the wells and the Company is saying that  i t  wants 
its money. it might be tha t  the Company k n o w  that 
t h e  wells are no good. that  they will go d ry  mc~ 
therefore the Cornpan)- will get its moncy and lem-2. 
We have rcad that gas m l l s  have gone clrj- i l l  

Mcxico and tl~ercfore the Comp,any may be aski i~g 
for its money became it wants to get the nloney 
quickly ; the Company may say that it is spending its 
money and the Gulf Oil Corporation can still draiu 
ihr  reqcrroic of gas. This is not just a Eill to ht 
pawed so that  i t  can be said tha t  another feathe:. 
has been p n t  i n  the  ca.p of the Labour Governmmt ; 
when t b k  Bill goes through you 1x411 have a Cor- 
pollation to take over the pipes and you will not 
take over the pipes unless you are  also taking owv 
the wells. The honourable senior member for St. 
tTowpli should really tell 11s something more abom 
tl~iq matter ; 1 feel that we should he given more tirn,. 
fr., cw~sider this Rill. 1 know tha t  the  honourabld 
inernher js anxious to get this Bill through i n  the  
interest of the colony. but  I want to aqsura the h o n  
ourablc. member t;hat it is not because we of the  
Opposition happen to be of a conservative view that, 
n P will a t  any time awociate ourselvm with a n y  
nnreasonable att i tude; that is not so. I say that 
Pwhadians v h o  are responsible for these nepntia- 
tionq must learn to he reafonable; t h w ~  wells h a w  
brlbn h g  hcre ;ind they have procdnc~d some thin^ 
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w6ich we did not know v e  had, ancl any attaiilyt 
which is made to put obstacles in the way of t~ic  
supply of this gas will not meet with the support 
of the Oypo~ition. Tlliis Opposition is clianietr~callj 
opposed to nationalisation, but let it be kno\~n that 
im these negotiations no unreasonable people nil1 
have our support. We want to let the British Union 
Olia Company know that they have no sponsors in 
this House for any fictitiol~s or fabulous sum to 
be paid to them; our first duty is to Barbados ancl 
its inhabitants. TTe want to let them know that only 
reasonable negotiations; \F-ill be tolerated by this side 
of the Table. Z plead with the honourable 5enioY 
member for St. Jobeph to rce wisdom in this matter , 
w'henever you pass this Bill you will have to come 
back here for some two million dollars. 1 hear this 
talk about big finance and people think that T do 
not understand it. However, I am asking whether. 
i t  would not be wiser to re-open these negotiations 
with the British I'nion Oil Company or negotiate 
1~5th the Gulf Olil Corporation than to go in for 
the expenclitnre of two million dollars. (.A MEMBER: 

v The Gulf Oil Corporation ~vould not be interested). 
With all tlw social services which are needed as 
you look iaronnd and see, would it not be reasonable 
to re-opm thwse negotiationb and do every poshiblt. 

Pp 
thing a.nd try not to go in for the expenditure of 
this mconey t I t  is all well and good to sit here and 
pass this Bill, but whenevcr you are finished you 
will have to bring arbitdators from England and pn, l  
will ha\(& to spend this t~+-c) niillion or two and one 
half n~illion dollar.%. T sav that 13 ith lxessing 1)rob- 

bhoulir be given a guarantee that nobody could sink 
a T\-C;/ nithin this radius of 100 acres? 

X r .  AO1'1'LEY: l do not say that at all. I 
2111 asiilng the honourable member to tell LW why the 
~~egotlat~ons, have broken down. The British Union 
0 1 1  Company might say that they are instructed 
by their geologist that their gas is being depleted 
by the operations of the Gull' Oil Corporation and 
the Uoverilment should call upon the Corporation 
to cease operations. I n  fairness to the Government 
I sap it may be that the British Union Oil Company 
l i n ~ \ ~  that they are only there for two or three 
years and they say : "We had better get out." V e  
have got to consider this matter seriously; this 
Company might be saying; "Let us get our moqey 
and get out" ant1 the Goverrinlent has to be cautious 
in this matter. 31y reason for asking for the post 
ponement of the further consideration of this Bdl 
1s that we on this side might have an opportunity 
to study the Bill. When the Government take over 
this property they might find sonic time after that 
the gas has gone, the piipeline is still there ancl thc 
only thing they can do is to sell it to Nr. A. E. 
'l'aylor. Up to now I haye not thrown any unjust 
criticiw on the Government; I am merely suggest- 
ing that they ppostpone the further consicleration ob 
this Bill because there is a lot more information 
for L I ~  to get. (Mr. ADAMS: Whatever you ask I 
can answer). I cannot imagine any reasonable Inan 
nfter hearing the arguments which have beell put 
iorward, not seeing the necessity for postponing the 
further consideration of thk  Bill. We are not ask- 

lems cont'ranti?ig in this cdoilj-, with the need - lljg for. a postponenient for any six months; it must 
for a Dwp Water I-larljonr to <ay nothiag about t h ~ '  
construction of the East Coast ltcrecl of v7hic.h the 
hon. junior member for St. Joseph orrill remind u.;. 
ond a haheme for conlpillsory education, the (;(K- 

e i r n m t  should see if these negotiations canuot be 

4% 
re-opened. The hon. senior ineinber f i r  St. Joseph 
shot~ltl appeal to the Government to re-opeii these 
negotiations and they will have the Oppositioi~ be- 

b~ 01wi011s to honoarabli~ members that the Govern- 
il~rnt has a majority in this lIousc allcl that even- 
tually they aw bonncl to get this K l l  passed, but 
TO a t t ~ m ~ ) t  to railroad legislation through the Rouse 
is llot  he right thing to do in a drrno(,ruc!-. We ale 
making the Isw, ancl do not let the Erjtish Union Oil 
C'ompariy fool you that becanse the Agrcwnent be- 
t w m r  them ancl the Government cxpires to-night 

hind them. I my that neither the British 1-nion t l r p ~ +  can pnt cement down these gas wells; you can 
Oil nor anybody else can have anr fabu (*HI! us up at midnight and we will pass a law to 
low sum ont of this colony in a matter of this sort; lock up anybody. DO not mind that this Agrcemcnt i I am opposed to nabionalization, but if it is. brough! expires to-night; if we pass this Bill tonight there 
home forcibly to me that nothing can be done and / i\ no warantee that the Othsr Place r i l l  pass it 
that these people are unreasonable you can count ~ c s t  ne&. The Other Place must be piven the op- 
on mp vote for taking over the business. l' d o  nor portunity to go throufi the Bill. and wluxe you 
nnderstancl people being unreasonable in respect of ) have opposition to a Meamre you must give people 
sometlliizg which has been God-given. The passi~ig ' an oppol.tnnity for going through it. T appeal to the 

r( 
of this Bill might appear to be a, simple matter .to , honourable senior member for St. Joseph who knows 
some hon. inembers; however 1 all1 moving that the j well enough that T take time to deal with thew things; 
further consideration of this Bill be postponed. 3 I I ha\-e not got any further than Claim 10 of this 
am mkt, saying that the consid~ration of this Bil' I liill. T am sure that the hono~~rable member ap- 
should be postponed $or any dx months or anpthinr 1 r)reciatcs criticism of any Measure which is brought 
11ke that. f t  ma;- be that when I have finiqhed formad : 1 1 ~  wonlcl be the last person to bring for- 
speaking I have jnst let off hot air ;  loyalty to their / ward this Bill and see everybody voting "dye." I 

.% Party will prevent hon. members from seeing the ' bey to move that the 'further consideration of this 
ramifications of this Bill. The Petroleum Drilling 
and Produc8ion Regulations can be mended so tha+ 

Bill be postponed. 
Mr. DEPTJTY SPEAKER: T should like t.9 

+ the Gulf Oil Corporation will haye to understand point ant to the honourable dember that h9 is at* 
that if drilling has been started within a certain 1 l i h ~ r t y  to move that this Bill be read a second time 

6 
area ~\,hethcr it is 100 acres or 200 acres of the I this clay week or that the further debate on the Bill be 
reservoir of the natural gas and this reservoir i*. postponed. 

I being depleted, they can be called upon to stop i Xr. MOTTLEY: Acting on your advice, Mr. 
cperations. Some hon. members will ask: who in Deputy Speaker, T am going to move that thk Bill 
the W Oil Corporation would sign an agreement I h- read a second time this day week. The hononrab!e 
like thbt? 1 think T know businessmen well enough senior member for St. Joseph said that he would b.. 
p- I starting with this Bill today and that was when 

par-e notice of it. We never saw the Bill and today 
: On a point of order. Is the 1 lllr lionourable member said that he is g&g to finish 

honourable member making the point that the atti- i.; g~~ to be fait with this Bin and 1 hope 
tudn of the British Union Oil Company is that they tnat, inembers of the Government are well acquaintec? 



uith it. For the reasons which I have given, I bc; 
:,U move that this Bill be read a second time thi? 
Gag week and that mill give the honourable senio~ 
1 1 ~ ~ 1 b e r  for St. Joseph time to answer some of tE, 
points which have been made, 

Mr. REECE entered the House and took his seat 
~rh i l s t  Nr. MOTTLEY was speaking. 

Mr. WARD: I beg to second the motion for tha 
sevond reading of this Bill this day week. after 
Eraring the remarks of the honourable, senior member 
for the City, the honourable sellior member for St. 
Joseph shonld know that the members on this sid- 
of thcl Table want to have the information which lec1 
to this Bill having been brought down. It must b.: 
borne in iliind that the nirinb-rs of the Gove~nmell 
can always get information a long time before the 
ordinary members of the House can get it and that 
is ~vhy  in respect of a Bill of this importance whicl. 
v t received only last Monday we should be given more 
time to consider its implications. I feel that thr  
honourable ienior member for St. Joseph i n  his wis- 
dom and reason will realise that he should not stiifli. 
the Opposition; if he has a sound case there will not 
be any ware in postponing the further consideratioil 
of this Bill for a week. I feel that that ~ ~ o u l d  oe 
doing justice to the comnmnity and to the men1 
hers of this Home. I feel that not PT ell thc, 
1 eople who form the British Union Oil Company 
know about this Bill and some compromise to tLr 
.atisfaction of the Government might be arrived at. 
I n  introducing this Bill. the honourable senior mw:- 
her for St. Joseph said that thew was no princip'. 
involved, but I feel that there is clefinitel-y a princ*i]h 
inrrolved. Preriously the Governinent took oyer :h+, 
4 and the minerals in this island, but this Bill s ~ e h  
to take over the pipeline and the eyxiplnent of thLs 
Company which,  in my opinion, is soinething different 
from veeting the oP,1 and minerals in the Crom~.  This 
is a sort of acquisition Bill; i t  is the equivalent of 
saying "You mnqt let me haw your pipeline at  any 
cost." I know very well that these gar vells are o: 
no use to the Government uizless they have the, pipe- 
line as well. I feel that we should have more tirrLr 
to go into the implications of this particular Bill; 
I feel that the honourable senior inember for S+. 
Joseph should give every opportunity fol; the people 
of this community to discuss this Bill and consider 
what can be done before he comes to any definite 
.cle~i&.m in the matter, because the people of this 
colony are the people who have to foot the bill. WC 
35. ere told that the Governl~irnt had certain negotia- 
t;om with the British Union Oil Company over well.; 
No. 19 and No. 20 which are prodncing natural g j s  
a t  the moment, and  we are, now asking the honourabl~ 
a~n io r  member for St. Joseph if he can give us th? 
rcason why these negotiations have broken down. We 
have heard that many ixmours are going around and 
as long as the honourable, Leader of the House feels 
that there is nothing of which he should be ashamed, 
in  my opinion, he should allow the people of this 
colony to consider this Bill and make recommenda- 
tions before this Bill is passed. TITe have heard that 
a proposal put up by the Governinent to the British 
Union Oil Company was that they should lease the 
v ells a t  Tunner's Hall for a peniod of three months 
at a 10% royalty and at the expiraiton of that ~ e r i o d  
they would work on a 50% basis. I feel that we 
sliould consider the natural resources of this islanc? 
and 1 am not one, who will agree that we sho'uld take 
the taxpayers' money and fritter i t  away with the 
British Union Oil Company if they sihhould ask an 
exorbitant price as compensation for these wells. You 
will find that the British Union Oil Company is a 

business Company, one whieh is out to make as much 
money as i t  can. I n  the negotiations between the 
bo~ernment and the British Union Oil Company the 
Coml~any was offered a long-term lease for running 
these wells in lien of cash compensation, but it 
ccnsiclere,cl that the lease was not worth while, and 
i!iat the con~pensation was more than the lease. The 
Gorernment is willing to pay the compensation; if 
this coininunity is called upon to pay for these wells 
m d  for the pipeline and the eyuipmept of this Com- 
pany i t  must be borne in  nlincl that that will be a 
big drain on the resources of the island. I feel that 
the Governmlent should see the wisdom of re-opesing 
I rgotiations with this Company or of negotiating 
v i th  some other Company for running these gas 
wells, and if money is being made out of this business 
it mould be strange if nobody would be willing to 
~ltgotiate with the Government in  this matter. The 
Gos-ernment ilmst be very cautious as to how they 
are moving to acquire this equipment; because the 
British Union Oil Company are out to make money. 
I feel that the Government is a little too anxious in 
this niatte~'; I feel that it would be very hard on this 
~ d a n d  if we have to commit ourselves to pag- for this 
equipment when we do not know what is operating 
a t  the back of these people's minds-these people who 
uere yyite willing to carry on the, wells which they 
have dug. I was pleased when the Gulf Oil Corpora- 
tion came in because I feel that the British Union 
Oil Company did not act correctly i n  walking out 
when negotiations were going an. I blame them for 
that. If you read the terms of the Licenoe which 
has been granted to the Gulf Oil Corporation you 
will find in Par t  I of the First Schedule the landi 
which they may select for leases. These, lands are in  
the p a r i a  h e s  of S .  Lucy, St. Peter. S t  
Andrev, St. Joseph, St. Thomas and Christ Church, 
excl~zding these gas wells No. 19 and No. 20 and the 
horizon to the exteat of 100 acres surrounding thew 
v~ells. That is where the danger lies and if this 
Government is not careful it may be holding empty 
wells and the money will be going somewhere else 
We must realise that i t  is the money which will be 
going out of the island which counts; we will suffer 
if our Treasury is depleted and certain social reforms 
wjll not be carried out. We must think of the future. 

I am of the apinim that in  the Agreement which 
has been entered into ~ i t h  the Gulf Oil Corporatron 
you cannot have a regulation that they must drill 
two or thme miles outside the particular area, be- 
came that would be making the Agreement null and 
void. And iinagiile a person drilling a well and the 
Government saying that he cannot drill further than 
8,000 feet! A11 thesc things bhould be gone into 
birforp me headlong into a Bill of this wrt.  I 
rclpeat that if the honourable senior inember for St. 
Joseph re,alises that he has a sound case, there is no 
harm in postponing the further consideration of this 
Rill for a week, and the British Union Oil Company 
cmld ca-ry on the* wells for another few months. 
I would liee the honourable member to feel that I am 
riot definitely agdinst this Bill provided that he can 
show me the reason why we cannot get out of this 
aff'air. The people must come first when i t  comes to 
this gas question: I will not agree to any closing down 
of these wells. I feel that the(se wells must continue 
to be run while negotiations are behg carried on aqd 
ne~otiations could be carried on until we come to some 
aeaision. I feel that the British Union Oil Company 
mill carry on thwe wells because business people) do not 
really go out of business unlws they see that the 
bottom will drop out of i t ;  they mill not want to break 
wgotiations unless they feel that something is wrong ; 



and this Company must hare seen a weak spot which 
we hare not seen. I feel that the Goverllinent shoulc 
be very cautious in rushing headlong and acquiring 
all the equipment of the Bditish Union Oil Company 
because we have got to pay for lit. We are not con- 
trolled by any dictatorship; we are still in  a demo- 
eratic country and we should do all in our power 
t,) avoid stqpping into anything for which we will 
be eventually sorry. If the British Union Oil Com- 
pany has refused to carry on these wells, has t l ~ t  
Ccvernment approached the Gulf Oil Corporatipn 
iu the matter? All these things must be considered. 
I am sceptical about pressing this Bill too hard;  
business people do not givp up incomes unless they 
see that things are getting weak, and if things arc 
gepting weak for the British Union q i l  Company 
they will be getting weak for the Government. The 
Government can undertake things, i t  is true, but 
the people will pap for then1 and so the GOT-ernment 
must be vgry cautious. I repeat that the honourable 
senior member for St. ;Toseph should not be scared 
a l~cut  postponing the further consideration of t h i ~  
,B$; we might be able to give him some infor- 
)aati:on which he has not got, and we may be abl? 
tc, prevent thq Government from doing something 
which may be detrimental to the colony. If the hon- 
ourable member does not intend to postpone the 
further consideration of this Bill for a week, we can 
talk until this day week and that will not matter,  
but I would like him to realise that I cannot vote for 
tjiis Bill until I see that it must be brought down. 
I f  the honourable member cannot give any good rea 
sons for having brought down this Bill I am bound to 
tntc  against it. I think we should work for  the 
tonefit of the community; this is not a question of 
Farty politics, this 'is something by ~ h i c h  the com- 
munity will benefit or surfer. T am a member of 
tiic community and therefore I may have to pay for 
something which might have been avoided if we  hac 
yostponed the further consideration of this Bill. 
There is no rush to get this Bill through; I an1 sur? 
that the British Tinion Oil Company will carry on 
for a few more days. and before w e  come, to the stage 
where we have to leave the House without having had 
any wund argument for pasding this Bill. I think 
~t is better for the honourable senior niembe,~ for St. 
Joseph to see our point of view. The ihonourable 
member has the facts and he knows quite well that 
if this Bill is something which is for the good of the 
co;nmanity, he as a man shonld be willing to give 
th: Oppositiion and the publjc the opportunity to 
l e a n  something about the Bill. This Rill has cropped 
up suddenly; i t  is nothing about which one knew 
tliree or four weeks ago and I do not think that the 
honourable, member should rush lit through tonight. 
V:'e have to hear the views of both sides in this mat- 
ter and in my opinion the postponement of the furth- 
er  cansideration of this Bill for a week will not make 
m-lch difference. I hope that the! honourable mean- 
bsr will use his wisdom: I know that he is humane 
ai,d sometimes he will get a little ugset, but this 
is an important issue and the honourable member 
should consider the community more so than rushing 
tmough this Bill. 

Jlr. ADAMS : I am speaking now purely on tk 
motion for postponelnent: I do not propose to reply 
generally. 1 feel sure that at the end of my second 
sentence honourable members mill not want tbe 
consideration of this Bill to be postponed. The h o ~ -  
ourable senior member for the City has suggest2d 
that I should answer certain quebtions and 
apparently his farther suggestion is that if 
satisfactory answers cannot be piren we 

should postpone further debate on this Bill; iu 
fact he has moved that the second reading of the Bill 
be postponed for a meek. I suspect many reasons for 
moving for that postpouement. I am perfectly sure 
that if hon. members were to see what necessarily 
fo.llows from the position reached between the British 
Union Oil Company and the Government they mould 
hasten to get this Bill through. The stage was reached 
that close on the proclamation of the coming into 
force of the Petroleum Act on the 26th April, the 
Attorney for Turner's Hall gave notice on the advice 
of his lawyers-l suppose to his regret-to the British 
Union Oil Company to pack up  their trunks and get 
off his land. When we remember that institutions 
ancl other places are dependent upon the supply of 
natural gas we had to consider the inconvenience to 
which these places wonld be put  if the supply of this 
gas were cut off. Kegotiations were begun between 
the Government and the British Union Oil Company 
for the Company to continue to operate, and through- 
out the negotiations, as the hon. senior member fov 
the City has said, the British Ullion Oil Company 
were pointing out that the radius of 100 acres sur- 
rounding the gas wells was too small and they wanted 
protection. Then the 26th August became a very 
material date-I mention these dates in  order to show 
that negotiations were constantly going on. Short- 
term arrangements ITere made and the time 
approached for these negotiations to be completed. 
When the terms were finalised we reached a position 
where I am sure that every hon. member sitting 
around this Table will agree with the Government. 
The Government said: "We are willing to  put  yo11 
in the position in which you were before the Petro- 
leum Act was passed, lease or anything you like." 
The Company said that the 100-acre radius of these 
meLls is not sufficient and they wanted protection 
froin the Gulf Oil Corporation outside the 100-acre 
limit minimising their wells. 

I n  the negotiations it was established and admit- 
ted that nobody knows, humanly speaking, whether 
if you sink a well at the top of St. George, i t  will 
tlrain a reservoir in St .  Andrew. The Government 
said that as fa r  as practicable they would do anything 
to ensure that the pas is not diminished by a lease 
given to anybody el&. That was not all; from time 
to time the Company wonld say that their principals 
in London wonld have to give aysent to proposals put  
up at this end, and, finall.;, the Government got a 
letter from the Company's Solicitors enclosing a 
letter from that chronic letter writer, Mr. Herbert 
Sealy. The Company's last proposal was that they 
should be given the sole right to sell gas i n  this 
island; in fact i t  was put in writing that within a 
r a d i ~ ~ s  of 34 miles from Turner's Hall to the Belle 
they must have the sole right to sell gas for as  long 
as the licence lasted. The last straw was this mono- 
poly. that within that radius nobody should have the 
right to sell gas but this Company. (Mr. MOTTLZP: 
Xobody could agree with that!. That is why the 
negotiations broke down; what is the good of continu- 
ing with a Company like that? You give an  inch 
and they ask an ell. On the 30th September Mr. 
Herbert Sealy wrote a letter pointing out that the 
Government was acting illegally, that the Govern- 
ment had no right to operate anything and all it 
could do was to grant a licence to operate, and that 
if within seven days they did not get a lease from 
the Government they would have to get off theJand. 
The position now is that i t  is necessary for the Gov- 
ernment, not having a Department which can takp 
over and operate this business, to set up  a Corpora- 
tion to deal with it. I must thank hon. members who 
have spoken; nobody could be so unmindful of hie 
duty to the community as  to allow anything to happen 
to cause these wells to be shut down. I n  the light 
of what I have said we have to move speedily; we 



have to t r y  and jump ahead of the seven clays' uotice 
which has been given, and 1 hope that this motion 
fo r  postponing the fur ther  consideration of this Bill 
will not go to the vote. 

X r .  DEPUTY S P E A K E R :  A motion has been 
made tliat this CilJ be now read a seconcl time. An 
anlendn~elit has been nloved that this Bill be read 
a bccontl time this day week. I shall p u t  the amend- 
ment first. The question is that this Bill be read a 
second time this day \leek. Hon. members i n  favour 
of that will please say "Aye," those against will 
please say "So. " I think the "Noes" have it. 

The f o l l o ~ i n g  ilivision was taken :- 
d y e . ~  : ~ I E S S R ~ .  I'TLET, GILL, GODDARD, REECE, 

% 7 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ s o h  and \YAIZD--~. 
I \ ; ~ ~ ~  : MK~SRS.  SNITII, ALLDER, XILLER, MLIPP, 

BRTAY. COX, F. L. WAILOT~,  ADAIIS, BRANCKER and 
DR. ( 'LTXMI~-l  0. 

-111.. DEPUTY SPEAliElZ: The question has 
been decided in  tile negative, six hon. members votiug 
"Aye," anti ten hon. members voting "No." The 
question now is tha t  Illis Bill be now read a seconil 
time. Hon. members in  favour of that will please 
say "Aye," those against rrill please say "No.". l 
thinli: the "Ayes" have it. 

A c11risiou 17 ;is taken a5 follon-S :- 
,l yc 5 : ;\I rssni .  S.\~IT~T. AI~I.DE~,  & ~ I L L ~ .  S l ~ r r ~ ,  

I:HYA\, COX, p. 1.. \ ~ -AT, (Y)T'T ,  h 1 7 1 b ,  ~ R A ~ C I < E R  ancl 
DR. ('UM 1i ]\S-10 

06, . ?U I b m b .  Aioi T L L ~ .  ( ~ I I J . ,  {~OI)I)+\RI), T h  I ( 1,. 
' \ \ r l ~ ~ ~ ; \  box aild ~~TAED-6.  

X r .  DEPITTT' SPEL\llli;ll : The cluehtjon X: 
bccn dcc.;cl,.,1 ill the affil-matirc. ten hen. nlth~nlms . . 
voting ''A:,-(., and hix 11011. ~nc l i lbe r~  voting "SO. ' 
I dta(.li~t c that the ' ' d y e \ "  hare  it. 

Mr. ADL4.\IS: 1 beg to move tliat Your Honour 
do non leaye the Chair and tllc House go into Vom- 
lnittee on tbis Eill. 

J l r .  C O X :  I beg to second that. 
31r. TVITAKTNSOX: I beg to more that this Eiil 

be referred to n Select Committee. This is a very 
importailt Bill, and as the hon. senior ~licmber for  thr  
City has saitl, h a w  not had time to really digest 
it. I thinli it i i  iwisonable to ask that this Rill b.. 
referred to a Sclcct C'olllniittee: there are many points 
in  this Rill and 1 tlo not think i t  would be out of 
order to appoint a Select Committee to consider this 
veq- i l l ~ p ~ ~ . t i i l l t  matter. 

Mr. MOTTIlEY: 1 beg to second that. Nov 
that the hon. senior mrmber for  St.  Joseph has made 
certain rxplanatious which have been rather illumin- 
ating, he has brol~ght out something mhich has caurerl 
me mow or less to agree that this Bill should be 1.1.- 

f e rwd to a Select C'ommittee so that we can get to 
the  bottom of it. All along T have been saying that  the 
representatives of the British TTnion Oil Company 
have been luireasonahle but now. . . . . . . . 

Mr. DEPUTY S P E A K E R :  The hon. member 
must be vare fd  to use a parliamentary word. 

Mr. RSOTTLEP : I will use the word ''dishoil 
est." The hon. member has given the strongest 
reason n-11y this Bill should be referred to a Select 
Committee; he has read out something x-hich will 
cansc 11s to malw certain amendments if we have the 
opportuliity to  clo so. The letter which the hon. 
m e m b e ~  has read has shoan that the British TJnion 
Oil Company was unreasonable, and that this Bill 
sh:hm~ld be rrferred to a Select Committrc berause 
t l ~ e r c  are o t h e ~  matters which should be clarifiecl and 
we will be able to deal with them i n  Selert Commit- 
tee. Ef what the hon. member has read out is cqr 
rect, then this is a n  outrageous Company. 

Mr.  WART) : I see a reason why this Rill should 
be referred to a Select Committee. If this Company 
move ont i t  m7ill mean that we mill not get any more 
of this flwl. The Crovemment is using this fuel alld 
that  is something vh i rh  shoi~ld be taken into consid- 

erdtioi~; but I feel that from what the hon. senior 
nie~nbw for  St. Joseph has said, there is a strong 
reason why me should know all the implications in 
this matter and a Select Committee will be able to 
ask questioiis i n  dealing with the matter. 

31r. MILLER,: I should like to nialie a few 
remarks on this Bill. 

JIr. DEPUTY S P E A K E R :  The principle of 
this Bill has alrcacly been approved and the hon 
meniber nil1 only be able to speak on the lnotion for  
going into Committee on the Bill or on the motion 
for the Rill being referred to a Select Colurnittee. 

Mr. R E E C E :  It has been said that the best 
way of killing a Eill is to refer it to ;L Select Com- 
mittee. That  was in  the old clays when the member, 
of the House were not alive to their rcspoiisibili-ry 
(Cheers) and failed to attend meetings of Select 
Committees. After  hearing the speech of the hon- 
ourable senior member for  St. Joseph ancl that L I ~  

the hoxourable senior member for tile City, one 
could not think that honourable nlemhers are not 
comcious of their duty anti that t h q -  noaltl ]lot be 
ready to attend a meeting of the S e l ~ c t  Chmniit- 
tee 17-hen there i \  a m a t t v  of snrh jnlpnrtr,nct~ t u  
bp con;iderecl. 1 tlo not propim to :ni31<!. a iolzr 
spewlz on thr  twr i t s  of Ihib \:ill; t h r  I!r,n\c 1x1s 
aprectl to thfl ~ n o t i o l ~  for the wm1c1 vt-wlin~ of thc 
!:ill, bu t  1 do not  think i t  ~ ~ o i ~ l d  hc amiss if T point 
oiit that this Nil i  doci more than avclliire the p i p e l i n ~  
a ~ ~ d  thr  eclllil)nlr~lt of thic; Conlpany. This B111 seeks 
to cveatc ;t C'orporatiou to p e ~ f o l m  ctvtain things; 
iu Clause 9 it nil1 bc srrn  that i t  is the duty of this 
Corporation (a )  to manage allcl work any i?atural 
pas undertaking acquired by tlir C'orl~oratiot~ nnt1t.r 
this Ac t ;  (1)) to rstabliih, manapt. ; I : I ~  ~~-1)rli iuch 
natural gas uuclcrtalrings as may rerpircti ill the 
publi(: interest; and ( c )  to advise the C;o~i.~nor-ilj- 
Executive Committw. if so required, on nli matters 

to the scarrhing for, winning,  ett tine, stor- 
ing, treating, use :rnd tlistrib~rtion of n~tlll.ill ~ H S .  
And i n  Clause 10, it is set out tha t  in  addition to 
the powers eonferrcti by Sub-clause (2)  of CJause 
9, the Corporation may carry on all o-r. an:; of the 
Eol lo~~ing particular functions:-- (a)  the lilannfw- 
tnre, prorision, sale. lcttiiig on hirc, connc~tlou. 
n~aintenance, repair, r e m o ~ a l  of a q -  natur,rl gas 
fittings; (b)  the maintenance of shops ant1 show- 
rooms for the disl,lay, .;&. and hirc of natural gas 
equipment of all liinds; and (c)  the a d ~ r r t i s c ~ n ( ~ i ~ i  
of such nntural pas equipment whethrr by may of 
clekonstration, exhibition or otherwise. 

The question to bp borne in mind is ~ r h r t l ~ e r  or 
not this Corporation should be given these mid? 
powers. TTnfortunatelp I was unable to  hr Eerr 
earlier as T was attending the Court ; ba t  T U as for- 
tnnate to hear the reply of the honourable senior 
member f o r  St .  Joseph. I was a t  a disadvantage in  
not being here earlier; the real q u c s t i o ~  now i3 not 
whether the Corporation shonld come into existenre 
hecanse we have approved the second readinq of the 
Bill. but whether the Corporation sho111t-l have these 
additional powers. 

Mr. DEPUTY S P E A K E R :  Th? TIous~ has 
approved the second reading of the Bill and i f  the 
honor~rable member is going t o  show that referring 
the Rill to a Select Committee might bc of assis- 
tance, I will hear him on tha t  point. 

Mr. R E E C E :  That is exactly my point. I do 
riot think that  wc should grant  the Corporation swch 
wide powers as are mentioned i n  this Bill without 
giving the matter fur ther  consideration. The ques- 
tion as to whether the Corporation should h a w  such 
wide powers or not has been discussed and deter- 
mined by the Execi~tive Coninlittee; they must dis- 



&uss the Bill before it comes before the House. I 
a m  suggesting that  a Select Committee of the House 
is the proper body to  determine how v ide  the powers 
and  functions of the Corporation should be, and  it 
would be more convenient to determine that ques- 
tion i n  Select Committee than in  a ( ' o n ~ n l i t t e ~  of 
the whole House. I know what the honourable 
senior member for  St.  Joseph is thinking; I linoxv 
that  he is anxious to get this Bill through. l do 
not think that  the honourable meniber has any fear 
as regards his ability to have this Bill p n t  on the 
Statute Book  hene ever he thinks fit that  that  should 
be done; but  1 know the honourable member ~1.11 
cmd I know tha t  he does not like to exercise kiis 
authority arbitrarily. The hononrable member has 
given a n  example of that  this very afternoon; hc 
has paid attention to the arguinents advanced by 
the honourable senior member fo r  the City and  ile 
has replied to  them. I n  this matter I am asking 
him to see that  it would be as me11 if a Select Corn- 
nzStte,o went into the matter and determined w h e t h x  
froiu tlie point of r i ~ w  of the Honre a \  di5tinct frmu 
the point of view of the Executive C'onzmittee. the 
powers to be g ivm to the Corporation ihonlil as 
a-ide as has bee11 suggested i n  this Bill. For  thow 
reasons, l beg to support the n~otioii for wf(31.rin~ 
this Bill to a Select Committer. 

Mr. Al>,l-\lb. It is a bit surprising that the 
honourable meniber x h o  has just sdt clo\\ii and tllc 
honourable senior n le~ iber  for  the City haye asked 
that  this Bill br reiwrecl to a Seiect Comnuttee, which 
18, i n  ell'cct, seelwg to get a postponement of the B111 
111 another way. 'l'he llonourable junior mcmber for  
Christ Church is a lawyer whu is accustomed to deal- 
ing with colupany legislation, and he only has to 
glttlicc a t  this Bill to see that i t  i s  a n  absolutrly simple 
Bill for the establislnncnt of a Corpora~ion and &vmg 
it certain powcrr. The honourable senior member for 
the City has almost unique knowledge of finance, high 
a n d  otherwise ; he has coinrnercial ability and with his 
power of grasping things quickly he could not pos- 
sibly want thib Bill to bp referred to a Select Conz- 
nlittee. One might have argued that  tl~erc. were 
certain alterndtives before us, and with your per- 
mission, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I woulcl say this:  the 
Gnlf Oil Corporation would hay that they h a w  no 
interest i n  making nionry out of gas, and as f a r  as 
we can see, there is 11obody else on the horizon who 
.iroulcl h a v  an  intwest ill sc~lling gas. Our progno~-  
tications for the future can only be based on the 
experience of the past ;  and, when as recently as the 
26th September, me had one firm of Solicitors 
sending to another fjrin of Solivitors and saying that, 
the Government ir acting illegally, me have to come 
down with this legislation. These are the actual 
words: "On behalf of the owners of Turuer's Hall  
plantatioll we are now instructed to you W 

obtain a lease of the reservoir attached to Well Ko. 
39 permitting you to operate the sanw within seven 
days,  or, i n  the alternative to close the well. This 
hotice is final." I f  tomorrov th r  Government woke 
n p  to find that  the snpplv of natural pas to the 
Government institutions were cut off, the Govern- 
ment should resign because i t  would have failed, in  
the  face of a clear statement like this, to take action 
i n  the matter. T will prophcsv now tha t  if we pass 
this  Bill tonight. the we119 will be i n  operation to- 
morrow and nobody will throw cement o r  anything 
in  them. The passing of this Rill tonight will prevent 
a n y  accident from taking d a c e :  there srp  present 
with n.: three or rather two lawyers in the Opposition 
-T am told that the hononrable junior member for  
S t .  Tmcy iq not in  thc Oppoqitioa-and this ir a simple 
Bill heforc I I ~ .  As f a r  as the  Governm~nt  ;s eon- 

cerned, we are prepared fo r  every line of this Bill 
to be explained ~n its legal aspect. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKEB: A motion has  been 
dlade that I do now l e a ~ e  the Chair a n d  the; House 
go into Committee on this Bill. An amendment has  
been moved that  this Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee. I shall pu t  the amendment first; the 
yuestiou is that  this Bill be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee. Honourable members i n  favour of tha t  will 
please say "dye," those against will please say "No." 
i think the "Noes" have it. 

A divisioli was taken as  follows :- 
Ayes : Xessrs MOTTLEY, GODDARD, IZEECE, VIL- 

KIiiSOIi, GILL, and WARD--6. 
iVoes : Messrs ALLDER, MILLER, SDXITII, BRYAN, 

COX, F. L. WALCOTT, ADANS, BRAKCKER, MAPP and 
Dr. Cuariu~ss-10. 

Mr. DEPVTY SPEdlCElt: The question has 
Lecn decided i11 the negative, six honourable r~leinbers 
voting "Aye" and ten hononrable members voting 
"No." T!lc q-iitlstiol~ izow is that  1 do llow l c a ~ e  the 
Chair, and the 3 loust. go into Committee 011 this Bill. 
Hononrable 111 rnlbws 1 1 1  favour of that \ \ d l  please 
say "Aye," those againit  will plessc say "No." T 
think the "Ayes" have it. B t+m I  lea^^ the Cllair 
1 should lllw to point o11t that  in  C'lauses 16 ant1 22 
it is prolwsed to lay ccrtain docunzmts on the Tables 
c>f both Houses of the Legis la tur~.  I think the question 
of a time-limit shol~lcl considered and  1 c \ r a ~ ~  that 
point to the attention of honourable members, par- 
ticularly tlie honoum'ule senior znenlbcr for St.  Jos(iph. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPE.\I<ER left the Chair, ancl the  
House ~ w n t  into C'oinmittw on the Bill, Mr. SAIJTII 
hcing in  the Chair. 

Clause I ,  tlie titlr Claus., aud Clause 2 were rc.ac1 
and p a w d .  

Mr. C O S  : 1 bcg to move tha t  the further Clauses 
of the Bill be taken as read on the llumbers being 
called. 

Dr .  Cir;\r;luss swondecl the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Clauses 3 to 5 were called and  passed. 
Clause 6 naq callrd as follows:-- 
6 .  11) l'he Corporation shall consist of a 

Chairman and not more than four members all  of 
\;.horn shall be appointed 'uy t h ~  Governor. 

(2)  Every member of the Corporaticm shall 
hold and vacate hic; office i n  accordancr with the 
terms of his appointment and shall, on ceasing to be 
a member, be eligible fo r  re-appointment. 

Provided tha t  a n y  member may a t  any  time by 
notice in writing to the Governor reqign hiq ofice. 

(3 )  A person shall be clisqnalifieci from 
being appointed or being a member of the Corpora- 
tion so long as h r  is a member of either House of the  
Legislature. 

Provided tha t  the provisions of this sub- 
section shall not apply t o  a pnblic officer v h o  is a 
member of the Legislative Council. 

(4) The Governor may appoint any  person 
to be a temporary member of the Corporation during 
the temporary incapacity from illi~ess o r  during the 
temporary absence from the Tsland of a n y  member. 

( 5 )  The Governor m y  appoint any  member 
of the Corporation to  be temporary Chairman during 
the temporary incapacity from illness o r  dur ing the 
temporary a b s ~ n c e  from the Island of the  Chairman. 

(6) The quorum a t  all meetings shall be 
threc members. of ~ h o m  one shall he thc Chairman 
or the t ~ m p o r a r y  Chairman. 

(7) There shall be paid to the members of 
the Corporation or to  any  of them, such remunera- 
tion. fees and allowanceq for expenses as  the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee may cl~terrnine. 



Provided tha t  no such remuneration or izt 

&hall be palcl under the provwloils of this section to  
any  person who is 111 recelpt o i  emoluments from 
the Government, except such allowance as  may be 
cxpressly authorued by the  Governor. 

l .  A A  : 1 beg to move that Clause 6 
stand p a r t  of the Bill. 

Mr. COX : 1 beg to second that. 
Mr. bXOTTLEP: I do iiot follow the terms of 

appointment of members of the Corporation. C.0 
honourable members not think that  the number of 
years during which a member of the Corporatisll 
shall hold office should be stated .' I snggcst that d 
number of years be five, but if the honourable mem- 
ber in  charge of the Bill think that tbe p e r ~ o d  should 
be three years, I would not object to  that. Howevei- 
I beg to move that the words "For  a term not exet!' 
ing five years" be added a t  the end of Sub-Clause ( I j  

Mr. GODDARD : I beg to second that. 
Mr. ADAMS Exactly what has happened to the 

honourable member while he was on his feet has 
happened to the Government. We said tha t  we should 
pu t  in  a period of five years or three years and the 
result was that we did not make u p  our minds as to 
whether the period should be three or five years. It 
is better to leave the Sub-clausr. as it is, bu t  I suggest 
that the shorter term is better becanse the members 
are eligible for re-appoi~ltment. A man might be 
there and pon would be nnable to get rid of him unless 
he resigns; all of that occurred to u s  i n  Executive 
Committee and it was deeydea to leave the matter a s  
it is. This Bill was drafted similar to lepislatiou 
17-hivh exists i n  other parts of the Britirli Empire: 
\,hatever argument is used to  justify the period 
of three years I could use to  justify the period 
of five years, and srilnilarly whatever argument is  
used against the period of three years I could use 
against the period of five years. This matter will 
he reported to the Governor and he  will take action 
in connect&on with it, bu t  I have no instmctionr 
for putting i n  an  amendment for  a fixed period. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : The honourable member 's arg4 
nient cannot hold water because I hare  suggestecl tha 
the period skould be one not esreeding thrrr  m. f i l i  

years. The Governor therefore has a cliscretion t r  
make the period one not exceeding three or fix 
>ears ;  surely he could appoint members of the Cor 
poration for one, two, three or five years. We wan1 
to ensure that the Governor cannot appoint a mem. 
ber for ten or fifteen years; if we put  in  the words 
"For  a period not exceeding five years" that does 
i ~ o t  mean that  a member must be appointed for fivt 
years. We should have a limited period durillg 
wh~ich members of the Corporation shall hold office: 
you d a y  have a Governor app8,inting members ot 
the Corpomtion for  a very long period. 

Mr. MAPP: I was inclined to agree with the 
hononqable member, ba t  I notice that Clause 7 says: 
(1) The Governor may a t  any time remove from 
office all or so m!my of the  members of the Corpora- 
tion as he may consider necessary i n  the interests 
of the effective and economical performance of the 
funct,ions of the Corporation. 

I know that there will be the old prejudice 
against putting these matters i n  the hands of GOT- 
ernors;  but  even if you have a limited period and 
the responsibility h in the hands of the  Governor, 
a member of the  Curporation can be re-appointed 
unless the  Governor takes action under Clause 7 
of the Bill. The strength of this Clause eliminates 
the ,honourable member 'S objection. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I ask leave to withdraw my 
motion. 

There being 110 objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

Xr. I\IOTTLEy: As regar(k Sub-clause (5) 
if you have a n  ' m o u n t  of $10,000 or $20,000 i n  the 
anaual  Estimates for  the purpose of running thi\ 
Corporation and the warrant of the Governor goes 
tc. the Colonial Treasurer, he will pay the money. 
'{'ha$ is not subject to ally legislation. I think that 
the words "Subject to the approval of the Legislature" 
should be added a t  the end of this Sub-vlanse. I see 
great wisdom in a n  aiueuclinent allou iiig the Legisla- 
ture to approve of the paynlent of the members of this 
Corporation. When you come down with the Esti- 
~liates ancl there is  a Head i n  respect of paynlent 
of the  members of this Corporation nobody can pre- 
~ e n t  them from being plaid; but if me add to this 
Sub-clause the words "Subject to the a p p r o ~ a l  of 
the Legislat~n-e" that will illeau that u e  will know 
l*ow the members are being paid. 

Mr. ADL4MS : It is only a t  the beginning if 
there are no fuilcls n i t h  nhich to saast, that you 
v-onld have to come to the Legislature. This Bill 
provides that the inenlbers of the Corporation will 
be paid out of the funcls of the Corporation; the 
C'orporatiou 11-ill be p:-inp its officers and seruants. 
We 'are not in  the - e a r  1945; we talk about self- 
governluent and let as lieep apart  the duties of the 
I~egislature and those of the dclministration. It is 
the duty of the members of the Esecutive Coinniit- 
tee to show responsibility in this matter, and if a 
m t e  d censure goes against them thep will have to 
resign. The Governor would be failing i n  his duty 
if he did not prorogue tlie Legislature and get rid 
of the Executive against ~vhich a vote of censure 
has gone. The duty of the Legislature is to pass 
Uaws and the duty of the Adn~inistration is to ad- 
minister them; do not let us say anything about the 
approval of the Legislature i n  this Clause. As I 
have said, a money Resolution would only apply 
irnniediate1~- a t  h e  beginning and it is not a ques- 
tion of coming back to the Legislatnre for money 
in every case because the Corporation pays i ts ex- 
penses. 1 aqk honourable members to see that this 
is a matter which should be left to the Executive 
C'onmittee and not to be debated i n  the House ex- 
tept in  case of censure of the Government if you 
c!o not agree with it. 

Mr. MOTTLEP:  1 beg to more that  the n-orcL~ 
"With the approval of tlie Legislature" be aclcletl 
a t  the end of line 4 of this Snb-clause. 

19r. GODDARD: T beg to second that.  
JIr. ADAMS: We are giving the Corpo~ation 

power to borro~v m o n v  with the approval of t ! ~  
LegisIature. Let ns stick to aclininistmtirc principle.: 
ancl let us stick to legislative principles. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: If the Corporation i u  Trini- 
dad want to borrow money they will have to go 
to the Legislature. Ts it the idea that because :-NI 
set u p  this Corporation you give i t  powers pleni- 
potentiary? I do not agree with that  a t  all. When 
honourable inembers reflect on this matter they are 
bound to see that tha t  is not correct. And  becanse 
L-on a re  going to have ministerial status are T-ou 
a y i n g  that theye payments should be made without 
'he approval of the Lepislatnre? I suggest that this 
imendment should be made. 

Mr. ADAMS: The honourable member is con- 
Eusing two entirely different thin@. If thep are 
tllowed to borrow a million dollars i n  Trinidad the 
latepayers will have to pay fo r  it; if the Vestries 
)f Christ Chnrch and St. 3Tichael decide to buy 
i l ~ ~ t h i ~ l g .  the ratepayers are  goinp to  p a r  for it. 
\There yon appoint a Corporation with limited pox-- 



i rs  which inight affect thc pockets of the people o 
EJ, n-hole district, obv~ously you limit i t  by sayin: 
diat befoqe you raise this loan v e  have to see this 
that and the other. I n  this case, there is a statator; 
di~~ision of the Government. If we had a Petroleull 
Department the sale of natural gas \I-onlcl be m1 
in the same may as the Waterworks Departmel~t i. 
being run to-day. This Corporatjolz will be a Sta 
tutory Sub-Committee of the Executive Comil-rittee 
the Executive Conlniittee \ \ i l l  drdl \\it11 this matte~ 
through the Corporation. \Ye cannot ask the Cor 
poration to come to  the Legislature every time the) 
irant money; they have to Beep proper audited ac 
ronnts and copies of statemenk and reports must 
be laid on the Tables of both Houses of the Leg 
idature. I n  our desire to be democratic, let us keep 
a check on things; but do not let W keep a check 
in the wrong place. To say that the Corporation 
lilust come to the Legislature for money is nothing 
as compared with the powers which axe given to the 
Corporation. Let us speak with the same voice all 
the time; let us clamour for minhterial responsi- 
hility but do not let us go back to the old days. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: The honourable member has 
said that I am confusing two diit'ereilt issues. You 
are going to carry on this comnlodity as a national- 
ised industry and a Corporation is going to run it. 
If you have a Corporation they should come to the 
Legislature for money, otherwise it does not' seem 
right to me. This is not a question of bringing ad 
ministrative deta'ils here; if these payments should 
not be made with the approval of the Leeislature 
with whose approval should they be made? I do lloi 
think that we should wait until something has hap. 
pened and then talk about passing a vote of cm-  
sure against the Executive Commfittee. 

Afr. ADAnlIS: What is the difference between 
the Chairman of the Corporation and the man 11-ho 
sweeps the yard a t  Turner's Hall except a diger- 
cnce in salary? Does everybody want the Legis- 
lature to approve of the wages paid to every tnrn- 
cock for instance? The principle is the same here; 
you must give some credit to the Corporation which, 
I repeat, is a Statutory Sub-committee of the Exetil 
tive Committee and which will have instructions 
i'rom the Executive Committee, you must give the 
Executive Committee credit for seeing that salarirc 
remain as they are. Unless the honourable member 
is prepared to say that every single act of the Cor- 
poration must come up  for legislative approval he 
murt see that he cannot maintain his present position. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I n  connection with the Water- 
works Department we know that the Manager is paid 
so much money and that is fixed by law ; but in  thi.; 
ease before us payments are going to be made with 
?he approval of the Governor&-Executive Commit- 
t ~ r .  I say that the begislature should approve of 
these payments. What the honourable member said 
about the turncocks is a question of administrative 
detail, but should you have a Board set up  with 
somebody drawing %2,000 a year without the ap  
proval of the Legislature ? 

The question that the words proposed to be added 
a t  the end of Sub-clause (7 )  stand part of the Clause 
was put  and resolved in the negative. 

A division was taken as follows :- 
Ayes : Messrs. ALLDER, XOTTLEY, GODDARD and 

~VILRINSON--4. 
Noes: Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER, Nessrs. Mnm~, 

EMP, BRYAN, F. L. WALCOTT, ADAJIS, and Dr. ,GUM- 
Y INS--'I. 1 

The question that Clause 6 stand part  of the 
Bill was put  and resolved in  the affirmative withopt 
division. 

Clause 7 was called and passed. 
Clause 8 was called as follows :- 
8. A member of the Corporation who has W 

interests in any Jonlpany or concern with which the 
Corporation proposes to make any contract or  arq 
iuterests in such contract shall disclose to the COP- 
poration the fact of such interests and the nature 
thereof, and such d5sclosure shall be recorded in the 
~-Anutes of the Corporation and such member shall 
take no par t  in any deliberation or  discussion of t31+ 
Corporation relating to such contract. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that Clause 8 stang 
part of the Bill. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: If you read this Bill you will 

sec that three out of five members which conlprise the 
Corporation wS11 form a quorum. 

Mr. ADAMS: If I may interrupt the honour- 
able member, I see the1 point he is making. I think 
we can pass this Clause, rejcommit Clause 6 and inssrt 
the words "any other cause" after the word "illness" 
occurring i n  line 3 of Sub-clause (4). 

The question that Clawe; 8 stand part of the 
3111 was put  and resolved in  the affirmative mithout 
dirision. 

Mr. D A M S  : I beg to move that Clause 6 be re- 
mnmitted. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that  the words "or 
m y  other cause" be imerted after the word "ill- 
ri?ss" occurring in  line 3 of Sub-clause (4) of this 
Clause. That amendment would make a member of 
the Corporation who has any interests i n  any concern 
with which the Corporation proposes to make any 
:ontract, unable to take part in any deliberation o r  
discussion of the Corporation relating to such con. 
tract. 

Dr. CUAIMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Claum 6 as 
ame~ded) \stand part of the Bill. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to seeond that. 
The question that Clause 6 as  amended stand 

part of the Bill was put  and resolved in  the a h a -  
t i\ P without division. 

Clauses 9 to 15 inclusive are called and are 
agreed to. 

Clause 16 is called. 
Mr. AD.AMS : I ask leave to amend this clause by 

inserting the words "as soon a possible thereafter" 
after the word "shall" in  line 'l of sub-paragraph b 
7f sub-clause 2. -- 

There being no objection, the amendment is 
agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that  Clause 16, 
3s amended, stand part of the Bill. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
The question thvat Clause 16, as amended, stand 

part of the Bill is put  and resolved in the affirm& 
tive without division. . . 

Clause 17 is called and is agreed to. 
Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,-Clause 18 is 

one of the most important clauses of the Bill and I 
suggest that i t  be read. 

18. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, 
the p r i~a t e ly  owned natural gas plant, specified, in 
the Schedule to this Act, owned and operated by the 
person specified therein: prior to the commencement 
of this Act, shall on a d~ay to be appointed liy the 






