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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 31st October, 1950
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 3 o’clock p.m. on the abovementioned date.

Present :

His Honour Mr. A. E. S. Lewrs, (Deputy
Speaker); Mr. L. E. Syurs, (Chairman of Com-
mittees), Dr. H. G. Cuvmmins, Messrs. F. L. War-
corr, ¥. E. Mmier, T. O. Bryax, M. E. Cox,
G. H. Apams, B.A., J. E. T. Bravckrr, F. C.
(GoppaRp, W. W. Rece, K.C., J. H. WiLKINgON,
O0.B.E., BE. L. Wagp, 0. T. ALLDER, and R. G
MAPP

MINUTES.

Prayers were read.
The Minutes of the meeting which was held on
the 17th Qctober, 1950, having been circulated are

* taken as read and confirmed.

DOCUMENTS

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have the honour
to inform the House that I have received the follow-
ing Documents.

Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for the
half year ended the 30th September, 1950, from the
Commissioners of Highways of the Parish of St.
George in respeect of tenantry roads,

Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for the
half year ended the 30th September. 1950, from the
Highway Commissioners of the Parish of St. George.

Financial Report of the Colonial Treasurer for
the month of September, 1950,

PAPERS LAID

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker.— I have
the honour to lay on the table of the House the follow-

) .m‘g Papers :—

Annual Report of the Superintendent of the
Market for thé year 1949-50.

Post Office Advances for the payment of Money
Qrder% to the 30th' September, 1950.

Quarterly transactions in Rum to the 30th Sep-

tember 1950,

PETITIONS.

Mr. REECE : g Mr. Deputy Speaker,— 1 beg to
present a petition for the Barbados Mutual Aid and
Assessment Assurance Soclety praying the House to
pass a Bill to authorize the Society to cease carrying
on business and to wind up its affairs. The petition
is respectively worded and I ask that it be taken as
read.

The petition is taken as read.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,~— 1 beg
to present a petition drom the Vestry of the Parish
of St. Thomas praying the House to pass a Bill to
authorize them to wxell ‘‘Glendale’’, the Parochial
Medical Officer’s residence. The petition is respect-
tully worded and I ask that it be taken as read.

The petition is taken as read.

NOTICES

Government Notices are given as follows:—

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum of
$34,540 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1950-51,
Part T, Current. as shown in the Supplementary
Estimates 1950-51, No. 30, which form the schedule
to this Resolution.

Mr.ADAMS: Of my intention to move, later
in the day, the suspension of Rules 88 and 89 in order
to deal with the abovementioned Resolution in all its
stages today.

Other Notices are as follows:—

Mr. REECE: Bill to provide for the winding
up and dissolution of the Barbados Mutual Aid and
Agssessment Assurance Society.

Dr. CUMMINS: Bill to authorize the Vestry -
of the Parish of St. Thomas to sell ‘‘Glendale’’;
the Parochial Medical Officer’s residence.

Mr. Dowping enters the House and takes his
seat.

QUESTIONS.

Mr. MAPP: To enquire of the senior member of
the Executive Committee present at the next
meeting of the House: '

1. Is the Government aware that inconvenience
and hardship are still being endured by the travelling
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public on ‘bus routes in the parish of St. Thomas,
especially on Mondays, Fridays and Saturdays?

2. Will the Government cause the service, espec
ially that on Routes 2 and 3, to be increased to accom-
modate the greater numbers of people travelling on
these days?

3. Will the Government cause separate and
additional buses to be placed on such routes for
hawkers, more especially during the Xmas season, in
order that the situation may be relieved.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME.

On the motion of Mr. ReEcE, seconded by Mr
(Goppagrp, a Bill to provide for the winding up and
dissolution of the Babardos Mutual Aid and Assess-
ment Assurance Society is read a first time.

On the motion of Dr. Cummins, seconded by
Mr. F. L. WarncorT, a Bill to authorize the Vestry
of the Parish of St. Thomas to sell ‘‘Glendale’’, the
Parochial Medieal Officer’s residence, is read a first
time,

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I regret
that I forgot to present a Message from His Excel-
leney the Governor at the proper time and I am
asking leave to do so now.

There being no objection, the honourable mem
ber is granted leave to present the Message.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,— I have
the honour to present a Message from His Excellency
the Governor as follows:—

His Excellency the Governor
To
The Honourable the House of Assembly

His Excellency the Governor has the honour
to refer to the Address dated the 19th of September
from the Honourable House of Assembly, and to in-
form the Honourable House that, in accordance with
their request, the following telegram was sent to the
Secretary of State for the Colonies:—

“Following for Speaker of the House of
Commons begins. The Barbados House of Assem-
bly desire, on the eve of the opening of the
new House of Commons, to express its appreci-
aticn of the historiec occasion and to convey a
message of the goodwill of the people of this
ancient and loyal Colony to the people of the
United Kingdom.”’

2. The following reply has been received :—

*“Your message was conveyed to the Speaker
who was delighted to receive it and will read

i it to the House at the first convenient
. opportunity’’. !
L. SAVAGE,
Governor.

Government House,
Bridgetown,
31st October, 1950,
Myr. CrAWFORD enters the House and takes his séat,

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 AND 89.
On the motion of Mr. ApAwms, seconded by Dr
CoMMmINg, Rules 88 and 89 are suspended.

SUSPENSION OF RULE 60
On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Dr

CuMwmixs, Rule 60 is suspended.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order
stands in the name of the honourable senior member
for St. Joseph,—To move the House into Committee
of Supply to consider the grant of sumg of money
for the service of the Government.

Before the honourable member makes his motion
I should like to ask him to be good enough, either in
moving the House into Committee of Supply or in
Committee of Supply, to explain why the Resolution
for the sum of $14,400 is being dealt with as Capital
Expenditure and not under Head, Subsidies and
Grants.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I beg to
move that you do now leave the Chair and the House
go into Committee of Supply and that it be an tu-

.struetion to the Committee of Supply, when the House

is in Committee of Supply to consider the Resolution
of which I gave notice today.

Dy. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

The question that Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER do now
leave the Chair and the Iouse go into Committee of
Supply and that it be an instruction to the Committee
of Supply to consider the Resolution for $34,540, of
which notice is given to-day, is put and resolved in
the affirmative without division,

AMr. Depury SPEAKER leaves the Chair and the
House goes into Committee of Supply, Mr. Syita be-
ing in the Chair.

Messrs. Morruey and GarNER enter the House
and take their seats.

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTES FOR DEPARTMENTS

Mr. ADAMS: Mr, Chairman,—I propose to deal
with the Resolution for $34,540 first. As honourable
members will see from the schedule, the greater part
of this money is for the General Hospital, The adden-
dum sets out at some length the reasons for the
several sums of money and I do not think that hon-
curable members need very much more information
but if there is any information that is not set out
in the addendum in respect of matters which honour-
able members may have forgottei: I feel sure that the
senior member for St. Thomas who is more particular-
1y concerned with the Hospital than myself will give
the necessary information. I do not think, however,
that honourable members need more information than
is given, if they remember that this is, in effect.
merely providing for sums of money, to meet the ve-
quirements of the additional staff of the Hospital,
the appointment of whom the Legislature has already
approved of. For instance, the Order which provided
for the appointment of 66 additional Nurses necessi-
tates, naturally, the provision of additional dining
tables, crockery, cutlery and kitchen utensils, an
additional assistant cook and two additional maids
for the Nurses’ Home. As far as the Surgery and
Dispensary is concerned, the provision in the Esti-
mates for 1950-51 has proved insufficient owing to
the increased number of in-patients and out-patients
being treated, the increased use of expensive prepara-
tions such ag penicillin and streptomycin, and.the in-
creased prices of surgical dressings, X-ray films, and

surgeons’ gloves, The addendum explains, ir. respect

of the additional amount for the Maternity Hospital,
that it is to meet the replacement of pupil midwives’
uniforms. As regards the additional amounts for
Clerical Assistance and Conferences under Head,

Miscellaneous, many Departments, in the course of .

the year, have asked for extra assistance on the clerical
side and the amount which was provided in the Estis

‘mates has proved insufficient. Similarly with Con-
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ferences. The Grenada Conference took place wher
we did not expect it and the Sugar Delegation natural
ly necessitated the spending of more money than
would have been spent in a normal year. The Gov-
ernment is asking for a sum of money to be woted
now, in effect, to cover the Sugar Conferences so
that the normal provision of $4,800 would still be
available. If honourable members would look at the
explanatory note 7, they will see the explanation there
It states: ‘“Of the provision of $4,800 included:in the
1950-51 Estimates under this item, an amount o

$4,296 has already been expended to meet the expenses
of the delegates to the Commonwealth Sugar Confer-
ence held in London and the Sugar Conference held
in Grenada during the year; further expenditure esti-
mated at $1,782 is outstanding on acecount of these
Conferences. Supplementary provision is now required
and it is requested that the amount of $6,078 be pro-
vided to meet expenditure for the remainder of the
financial year.”’ In anticipation of any questions I
would just remind honourable members that this Con-
ferences vote was put in the Estimates about twe
years ago in order that there may be money available
at any time if we had to send anybody off to a Confer
ence; it has never been enough to cover all possibili-
ties. On the question of Emigration we voted a lump
sum which would include the cost of sending a person
or persons to explore avenues for some of our workers
instead of having to come to the House with a Resolu-
tion on each occasion because we would never know
exactly when it suits the United States of Ameri-
ea or some other Country to receive a dele-
gation. Although this some of money is pro-
vided, it does not cover all the cost of sending per-
gons to Conferences. As has happened in thig case, it
did not cover the expensesof the delegates to the Gren-
ada Sugar Conference and the delegates to the Com-
monwealth Sugar Conference in London, neither of
which was foreseen, and it doeg not cover the expenses
of the forthcoming Conference at which the senior
member for St. Peter is likely to repregent the Eastern
Caribbean Colonies. He is probably leaving on Satur-
day this week to go to Washington and those expense;
are not covered by this Resolution. I beg to move that
this Resolution for the sum of $34,540 do now pass.

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

Mr. WILKINSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker,— 1
think we should deal with the Heads separately. The
first item on which I want to speak is item B, Surgery
and Dispensary, $25,000 under Head XXIII, Medical
{2) General Hospital. This, we are told, is necessary
because the provision in the Hstimates has proved
insufficient owing to the increased number of in
patients and out-patients being treated, the increased
use of expensive preparations such as penicillin and
streptomycin, and the increased prices of surgical
dressings, X-ray films, and surgeon’s gloves. I quite
agree that we must have a properly trained staff at
the Hospital and the necessary equipment as well
and my main object in speaking on this item is to
enquire from the senior member for St. Thomas
whether he can, assure us that there has been general
improvement at the Hospital. We have had a great
deal of talk in this House about the lack of niurses
and the lack of doctors and the lack of discipline at
the Hospital and T do hope that the honourable mem-
ber will be able to assure us that conditions are much
better now, T would like to know whether a Medical
Superintendent has been appointed yet and, if so,
for what period. T think that the honourable member
on that last occasion said that it might be necessary
to obtain the services of some of these medical men
on speeial contract. T am told, Sir, that the discipline

—I am speaking mainly of the nurses and the porters
—is far from what it should be, although there has
been some slight improvement. I myself visited the
Hospital last Sunday to see a friend and [ was struck,
when walking through the yard, to hear the noise that
was going on, not only by visitors but also by attend-
ants of the Hospital. After all, when one visits ths
hospital one should restrain oneself until one gets
away from the preecinets of the institution, because
there are many people there who are seriously ill.
The next item on which I want to speak is item 38,
Conferences, under Head XX1X, Miscellaneous, We
are asked to vote this sum of money and I think I
heard the senior member for St. Joseph say that it
would not include the cost of sending a delegation to
Washington in connection with emigration because
that is provided for in the Estimates and I think I
also heard him say that the senior member for St.
Peter would be leaving in a week’s time to go up and
discuss the possibilities of emigration with the
proper Autborities in the U.S.A. Well, Sir, I do hope
that we are not too late again in that respect. We
have read in the newspapers that Jamaica hag been
very active in the matter and that her delegates are,
as far as 1 read, already in Washington and I do
hope, Sir, that the senior member for St. Peter will
not find when hg arrives there, that arrangements
have been made for the importation of Weést Indian
labourers to help in the canning and other industries
and on the farms and that Barbados, as in the past,
is only going to obtain a small quota. From this side
of the table we have frequently emphasized that we
are not satisfied that Barbados is properly repre-
sented in Washington.  The representative of the
West Indies is a Jamaican and after all, if you are
born and bred in Jamaica and you are thinking of the
West Indies you will have Jamaica uppermost in your
mind and the other islands are apt to be left out; so
I do hope that the senior member for St. Peter will
not find that he arrived too late. Perhaps the senior
member for St. Thomas will answer my questions
about the Hospital before we go any further in this
debate.

Mr. GODDARD: This large expenditure under
Head, Hospital, is due to the increased cost of these
expensive drugs, penicillin and other such modern
drugs. I am reliably informed that if these drugs
were obtained from the United States of Amerieca,
they would cost less than half what we have to pay
to-day for them from the United Kingdom. I wonder
if the Government which has the power to do so
would seek from the Controller the necessary dollars,
to buy these expensive drugs from the United States
of America and so save money for the eolony. Only
this morning I read in the Adwvocate that an Agree-
ment has been made between the United Kingdom
and Canada and America whereby we would get
from the 1st January next year a certain increased
guantity of goods from those countries. I do feel
that the parties concerned should be able to get an
allocation of dollars in respect of these expensive
drugs which they are now importing from the United
Kingdom and if they can be obtained cheaper from
the United States of America, taking of course into
consideration the quality, they should buy them
100 per cent. from that source. Probably the drugs
would come down to this island through the United
Kingdom, but I do hope that attention would be paid
to my suggestion hecause it is a very large sum we
are paying for these drugs, and if we can get them
from the United States of America cheaper we would
be saving an amount in the vicinity of $12,500. '
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Mr. REECE: Mr. Chairman,—I would be glad
i7 the homourable member would give us some intor-
mation as to the amount of money which has already
been expended out of the vote for the Surgery and Dis-

_pensary of the General Hospital, in respect of which
the sum of $6,072 was *‘fixed by law’’ and the sum of
$83,095. was < voted”” in the Estimates for 1950-51. The
inereased cost of these drugs cannot be avoided nor
can we prevent pecple from going to the Hospital
10 seek medical aid—indeed, tha: s cxactly what
the Hospital has been provided ror and 1 do not
think that honourable members would scruple over
the cost. But what we are entitled to know is exactly
how much of this money has been already expended.
The Resolution calls for $25,000 more and, as has
already been pointed out, we have about six wmore
months to go, so the senior member for St. Thomas
ought to be able tell us how much of the money which
was provided in the Estimates is in hand. In respect of
the items under Head, VHiscellaneous—(lerical Assist.
ance and Conferences—the addendum most clearly sets
out how much of the respective sums for these purposes
has been expended. The honourable member is aple
10 tell us that $4,296 of the money voted for Confer-
ences is already expended, how it has been expended,
how much is left, and why iy it necessary 1o have addi-
tional money to send delegates g conferences from
time to time. Duf when it comes 1o that part of the
Resolution which deals with the Hospital, we nave
no information as to how much of the money has
already been expended and 1 hope that the semior
mnember for St. Thomas, with his intimate knowledge
of the Hospital, will be able to give thig Committee
that information. After all, we are entitled to know
how much of the money has been spent and we want
to know it. Not only should we be told why this
- additional money is necessary but we should also be
1old how much of the amount which was provided
has been spent; that is all I am asking and I think
that it is a very legitimate question. With regard to
Conferences, 1 agree in tofo with what has been said
by the junior member for St. James. [t is essential
that. we should have & representative in the Tnited
Gtates of America to put the case for our workers. Tt
is only too true that the representative from J amaica,
who is at the same time the representative of the
cntire Caribbean area, would at all times have Jamai-
cans uppermost in his mind. Jamaica 1s nearer 1o
the United States of America than Barbados s and
it is cheaper to get Jamaican workers to that eountry
than it is to get Barbadian workers there, but it
must be emphasized that the Jamaican workers are
not as good workers as we have in Barbados. We
have workers in this island who are second to none,
s0 we should see to it that we have a representative
o the spot who wounld have the interest of the work-
crs in the Hastern Caribbean at heart. Do not have
a federal outlook in respeet of matters per-
saining to Hwugration. The neighbouring colony oy
Trmidad and Tobago has recently inereased the
amount of money which an emigrant must deposit—
49250 T think it is—before he can enter and that
makes it absolutely prohibitive for persons from
neighbouring islands to go to Trinidad. With all
that in mind. with the knowledge that emigration to
the big eountries is being restricted hecause of their
unemployment problems, it is essential that the per-
son who represents the Caribbean area shoud be able
to lay the case for the Hastern Caribbean, especially
Barbados which. T repeat, has the finest workers in
the Caribbean area.

Mr. MOTTLEY: When we on this side of the
‘Fouse pressed for the postponement of these matters
on the last occasion we did so because we wanted to

-
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digest all the items in thig Resolution and thereby
be able to contribute some small quota 1o the debate by
way of our eriticisms. Now L will begin with the Hospi-
¢al. T believe that I have gained the reputation for
offering very severe criticisms of the Hospital on more
than one occasion in this House but I further believe
that those criticisms have done some good because the
Hospital Authorities have begun to put their house
in order. I remember reading that a wmember
of the Government in the Other Place pleaded that
the Hospital shonld be given & chance to put their
house in order, although the opportunity was taken
to make out that some of the statements that were

made in this House were not statements of facts; never-

theless, he still pleaded that we should give the Hospi-
tal & chance to put their house in order. That is what L
propose to do becanse I think it is the right thing
to do. But I still would like to stafe that all is
not well at the Hospital. While I think that we
should give the Hospital a chance to put their house
in order yet I feel that if, in the meantime, we see
anything wrong we should offer eriticism. The
junior member for Christ Church really anticipated
me when he remarked about the little information
that is given in these notes. The note in respect of
the Surgery and Dispensary states:—*‘The provision
in the Estimates for 1950-51 has proved insufficient
owing to the increased number of in-patients and out-
patients being treated, the increased nse of expensive
preparations such as penicillin and streptomycin, and
the increased prices of surgical dressings, X-ray films,
and surgeons’ gloves’’,  You still have about six
months to go and if you tell this honourable Chamber
that the money which was provided has proved in-
sufficient and that you want $25,000 more, you
should be able to give some further explan;ution.
Surely we should be told how much of the money
that was provided has been spent. Ounly half of
the financial year is gone and you have come back
for $2{5,000 more; surely we are entitled to know
something about the money which has already been
spent. Unlike other honourable members T am going
to strike another note. The senior member for St.
Thomas has always been ineclined to listen and is
always ready to investigate any matter that is drawn
to his attention as Minister in charge of the partic-
ular Department. I am referring now to Head
Maternity Hospital, and the note to the item unde;‘
that Head says this:—The provision in the
Estimates 1950-51 has proved insufficient to meet the
replacement of pupil midwives’ uniforms’. I just
want to say this without attempting to air it on
the floor of the House because sometimes when you
do such things it may re-act—in this case on the
patlents' or the employees. But I want to sound
a warning. There are those of us in publie life
to Whom people cannot help coming because we are
PflSlIy accessible and I would like to throw out the
hint that at this Maternity Hospital all is not well.
I have taken the matter up with the senior member
for St. Thomas. T have taken it up with the Director
of Medical Services. T have got certain information
ab(.)u§ the treatment to patients by the Matron of
this 1nst1tu§i0n but T am not going to say much more
on th.e s1'1b,]ec’c. T just throw it out because I want
this institution to be put in order. When people
come here as Heads of Departments they must under-
stand that they must treat West Indian emplovees
as they treat European employees. T repeat that tile
t?eatment to patients and employees at that insﬁtw
tion leaves very much to be desired. I am not going
to say very mueh more. except that the senior mem-
ber for St. Thomas should keep his ears to the ground,

1
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‘reasonable amount to be spent in assisting to get some

“ for whom I have a fonder feeling than I have for the

the honourable member going to the United States of
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have g chat with the Director of Medieal Services and
warn him that if this kind of treatment continues
there will be a full dress debate on the matter in this
House. T come now to the most important item—in
‘my opinion—in this Resolution, namely, Conferences
1 do mot think, Sir, that the Goverment could,
within reason, come to the Ifouse for too much money
as far as 1 am concerned, not for Conferences bhut to
send representatives to Washington in respect of
Emigration. I say that there is no honourable mem-
ber of this Chamber who would not vote for any

of our workers away to other Countries. I still
maintain that in this question of Emigration more
should be done. T feel that ¥ you keep on persisting
in your efforts you will discover that it is not
only in the United States of Awmerica but in other
fields not far distant we can possibly make inves-
tigations even if they do not prove to be successful.
Nothing beatls a tria] and if you come here for money
to send people abroad for that purpose—whether it be
Canada, America or wherever else it may be—it
will be money well spent. But this is what I want
to know, although you cannot take everything you
read in a newspaper: On this point I do not speak
as a West Indian at all. Do not let us fool our-
seives. The people in this Country do not expeet
us to speak on Emigration from the West Indian
point of view. I would be dishonest to vote one
cent to have anybody from Barbados represent any
other island but Barbados. T cannot blame the
representative from Jamaica in Washington for
having uppermost in his mind Jamaica first anc
Jamaica last and I hope that whomever we send
would see to it that Barbados comes first. The unem
ployment problem in Barbados is unlike the unem
ployment problem in other parts of the West Indies
—vperhaps of the world. When I read in the news-

would, I should say on the floor of this House, serve
no useful purpose. I am throwing that out because
some people are saying ‘‘ What is the use of sending
the senior member for St. Peter? He is a man of col-
our and will not be heard.”” I am saying this in all
good faith : If it comes to the question of Barbados
having to enter into an Agreement with the United
States, because of the argument that it is so much
cheaper to get labourers from Jamaica owing to its
geographical position in relation to the southern
States, I do mnot think that even the Dback
benchers, least of all the Members of the Opposition,
would hesitate to enter into any Agreement by which
we would have to contribute a portion of the trans-
portation cost because it means so much to Barbados.
Mr. Chairman, I want to assure this House that I
have made up my mind to give the Hospital a chance
to put its house in order. I have always endeavoured
to discuss matters pertaining to the administration of
that institution with the Minister in charge of that .
Department and 1 have always found him ready and
willing to eo-operate. But I hope that he will be able
te give us the information which the junior member
for Christ Church has asked for and that he would
take heed to my remarks about the Maternity Hos-
pital.

Mr. ADAMS : As far as the Hospital is concern-
ed, the provisioms in the Estimates is $89,767, the
46,672 being in respect of salaries. The sum of $48,000
is provided for drugs, chemicals, disinfectants, ete. ;
that has been spent and they are now asking for
$12,000 more in respect of those items. $16,800 is pro-
vided for dressings, bandages, etc. and they are ask-
ing for $8,500 more in respect of those items. $16,000
is provided for instruments and appliances and they
are asking for $4,000 in respect of those items. Final-
Iy, $1,400 is provided for sundries. Last year $1,000
was provided in respect of this item and the explana-
tory note in this year’s Estimates is to the effect that

paper this morning that the senior member for,
St. Peter who is versed in labour matters in Barbados|
would be going to Washington to represent the |
Hastern Caribbean I registered my disapproval
because 1 honestly feel that the other islands
in the Easterm Caribbean should send some-
body to represent them. This problem is so
acute in Barbados that we dare not take any chanece.
If there is a likelihood of getting a quota of 1000, why
suggest that that 1,000 be divided between Barbados,
St. Lucia and so on? T hope the horovrable member
in charge of the Resolution would be able to tell this
House that the newspaper misrepresented the facts.
There are other honourable members like myself whe
think the same way but may not get up and say so.
‘We know how acute the unemployment problem is in
Barbados and there are thousands who would be glad
to get out. It is rumoured that the senior member
for St. Peter will be going to Washington to represent
the Eastern Caribbean at this conference on Emigra-
tion. Well, there are fewer members of this Chamber

senior member for St. Peter. Ile may be a good man at
being able to give statistics in connection with labour
matters in these parts but I have never mineed matters.
‘When you are in Rome you are expected to act like
a Roman. In the United States of America the Race
problem is so acute that it is rather difficult for a
black man to be heard; that is a fact. T do not grudge

Amnerica. Having turned the matter over in my mind
T feel that he would be able to give certain informa-
tion about Labour in the West Indies which some of
the people with whom he will be associated would not
be able to give. But just to take the senior member
for St. Peter and send him as a delegate purely to
represent Barbados on the question of Emigration

the provision for the previous year was low because
of the large stoek of surgeons’ gloves in hand. They
are now asking for $500 more in respect of Sundries.
These additional amounts show how the $25,000
which is being asked for is made up. As regards the
surgecns’ gloves I understand that a year ago there
was a fairly big stock but the new stock which has
since been exported has cost considerably much more
and they find it necessary to ask for an additional
$500 in this connection. So much for the General
Hospital. With regard to the Maternity Hospital,
the senior member for St. Thomas has informed me
that he too has heard some vague rumours, that he is
investigating the matter and that he hopes that if
these rumours are well founded he would be able to
make his influence felt in such a way as to be in a
position later on to assure the House that any treat-
ment of West Indians as though they were an inferior
race of people would be ended. As regards the Con-
ferences, T am sorry if I did not make it sufficiently
plain that the money we are asking for to-day does
not affect the Emmigration question. I think it would
be a matter of interest to honourable members to
know that we are as active as Jamaica. There was a
conference of Liabour Officers at which the whole
question of Labour in the West Indies and Emigra-
tion to the Unijted States of America was discussed
and it was decided that only two delegates would go,
oune to represent the Northern Caribbean area and
the other to represent the Bastern Caribbean area.
Jamaica has felt it necessary to send not only ome
delegate in the person of Mr. Bustamante but also
another delegate in the person of Mr. Liyon, another
representative of the House of Representatives in Ja-
maica, and Mr. Bustamante is accompanied by his
private secretary; that is why it appears that Jamai-
ea is doing more. As regards the Eastern Caribbean
it is regarded that Barbados would be the most con-
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cerned of these islands and that, therefore, the dele-
gate should go from Barbados. The Government feels
that the Liabour Commissioner and the senior mem-
ber for St. Peter, both of whom, the House will re-
member, went to Jamaica in connection with this very
problem last year, should go. They are the most
obvious choice, and I have no doubt that the other
Governments—suppose it would be only a formal
matter—will aceept them. I do assure the senier
member for the City that the Government is not at
all bebind him in his outlook on this particular prob-
lem. I do not think that Jamaica would feel that we
are sending a representative who is going to Wash-
ington and acting just as if he were merely acting for
a West Indian club. It is admitted an all sides, ever
as far back as the Moyne Commission, that the claims
of Jamaica and Barbados are outstanding, as far as
Emigration is coneerned, owing to their big popula-
tions; so that 1 think that it is well understood that
it is not a case of figchting for Emigration in respect
of every single colony in the Caribbean. I think that
honourable members can rest assured that the senior
member for St. Peter is mnot likely to let down Bar-
bados in any respect; there is no doubt that the
claims for Barbadian emigrants will be strongly
pressed. I do not think that any honourable member
need fear the results of this delegation. Its expenses
are not coming out of the $4,800 §hat is provided in
the Estimates; that is the mormal, routine vote for
Conferences. 1 should just like to say, in passing,
that if members of the new Trinidad Legislature are
correctly reported, some of the statements made there
on the question of Bmigration to Trinidad are, to put
it mildly, unfortunate. I make no further comment
to-day. I think we in Barbados can be proud of the
fact that although we have one of the worst population
problems in these parts, we have not adopted the
policy of keeping out ‘“A’’ because a job must be
given to a Barbadian first, and I also think that we
are justified in pointing out at an early date to our
friends in the West Indies that excessive insularity is
the best means of killing Federation. I do think that
on this question of Emigration we all have to be very
careful, lest in pressing our own claims we forget
that we are only part of the British Empire. I do not
think there is any other point on which honourable
members need additional information. If there is
any and I have forgotten it I hope that before I sit
down honourable members will remind me of it. Bu
that is the position. This is the ordirary vote for
Conferences and is not in respeet of the proposed visit
of the delegation to the U.S.A. on the question of
Emigration.

Mr. MAPP: The addendum to the Resolution
states that there is inecreased use of penicillin and
streptomyecin in the treatment of patients at the Hos-
pital. I understood from reliable sources that there
has recently been a big increase in the guantities of
penicillin and alcoholic supplies ordered from the
dispensary at the Hospital for Glendairy Prison. T
do not expect the honourable member in charge of
the Resolution or even the semior member for St.
Thomas, my colleague, to have all the facts at their
disposal and I, therefore, will take the proper pro-
cedure by asking questions about the matter. A hint,
however, to the wise is sufficient and I am giving it
now even before I ask questions. I hope that this
will be taken as a warning because I also understand
that there are very few prisoners and warders at
the Prison being treated at all for such serious ill-

‘nesses as would require the use of penicillin and
aleoholic supplies; therefore it is surprising that
there should be such a big inerease in medical sup-
plies at this institution. At the same time a very
serious state of affairs exists up there. I do not

know the officer responsible for requisitioning the
supplies but I hope that this would act as a warning
as to what is going on. I will not ask anything further
on it now but the House will certainly hear some-
thing more later on. I really do mot want to venture
down any by-ways as regards the last item, Confer-
ences. 1 do not know how far the speech of the Leader
of the House will lead us into such by-ways now
but certainly he has made certain comments on the
general situation with which I do not agree. I intend
taking them wup with some questions I have
asked in connection with Emigration to Trin-
idad if I get the opportunity to do so later to-day.
He has already told us that the proposed Confer-
ence in Washington has nothing to do with this
item, so I do not want to comment on that. But
so far as allowing evervbody to enter our doors is.
concerned I gquite agree that if it is the policy of other
West Indian Islands to exclude Barbadians, then
Barbados should exclude their people. I think that if
they adopt sueh a policy towards us, it is our duty aad
in our interests to do likewise to them. I am very
glad to see that Mr. Butler, of Trinidad, bag expressed
the view which he has expressed, that is, that Trin-
idad should be accessible to persons other than Trini-
dadians; it shows statesmanship of a high order. The
Trinidad who can get up and tell the other Trini-
dadians that they should open their doors to every
body is in my opinion, no mere demagogue; it shows
statesmanship, If Trinidad or Jamacia or Grenada—
whatever island it is—adopt the policy of barring
its doors to Barbadians, then Barbados should bar
its doors a'sc and only when they change their
policy, should we change ours. I think that is
the commonsense point of view to take with the
gituation being what it is. We get an increasing
problem here, due to the influx of Indians, and
when I asked ecertain questions in the House I
had that in mind. However, I would not discuss
that now. I realize, Sir, that you have given me a
certain amount of latitude and I do not want to
carry it any further. ‘

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Chairman, I will deal
with the first item, Surgery and Dispensary, under
General Hospital, $25,000. Now, Sir, I have on quite a
few occasions before spoken about and regretted the
lack of information which is given to honourable mem-
bers of this House in connection with the expendi-
ture of public money. The note to this item says
this: ‘“The provision in the Estimates for 1950-51
has proved insufficient owing to the increased num-
ber of inpatients and ount-patients being treated, the
inereased use of expensive preparations such as
penicillin and streptomyein, and the increased prices
of surgical dressings, X-Ray films and surgeons’
gloves.”” Now, Sir, just imagine a businessman who
is building a house; he has made his estimate and his
clerk comes and puts before him a note which reads .—
‘‘The provision of your estimate has proved insuffi-
cient owing to the increased number of masons em-
ployed and the increased use of expensive materials.
such as paint and wood.”” That is the way I look at
this. The information given to me is absolutely use-
less and it is absolutely useless to every member of
this House. I am going to be as strong as I can on
this point because this island is rife with rumours
of the malexpenditure of the monies of the public
I hope that this House will have the opportunity
shortly of seeing the cold facts of the latest escap-
ades when we come to vote more money for the start-
ing off from where we left off of the building of var-
ious schools. T feel sure that it is incumbent upon the
members of this House to demand more clarification

* )




s

v

e ——————

OCTOBER 31, 1950 57.3:

of large sums and of small sums such as these. This
only needed, in the space in which it is printed—
probabply in less space — a few headings of expen-
uiture with a few totals that anyone at a glance coulu
see what has been expended and how it is proposed
to expend what is being asked for to-day. That is
a simple matter which anyone with any capability
of figures whatsoever is quite capable of putting in
this paragraph here. Repeatedly in these addenda
one is given no figures whatsoever or very few. The
time has come for the members of the House to be more
interested in how these figures are arrived at. 1t is
our responsibility when money is illspent in this
colony — the responsibility of everyone of us. The
honourable member is suggesting that I am trying to
make out that money spent on the poor people at
the hospital would be money illspent. That, Sir, is
far from me. THe says, *Do mnot mix Crowe
with anybedy,”” but  whether it is Crowe or
the Hospital, the spencug o the  publie’s
money is the responsibility of the members
of this House. When these matters are put before
us, we should be given figures from which any ordi-
nary person could deduce the facts. ‘‘It is necessary
to provide additional dining tables, crockery, cutlery
and kitchen utensils for the Nurses’ Home for the
66 additional nurses authorised by the C. E. (Gen.)
{Amendment) Order, 1950, No. 5.”’ They could have
stated the number of dining tables they want and
information of that sort would give wembers the
opportunity to garry out their representation in the
correct manner. I, Sir, am in no way trying to say
‘that the money is too much. Far from it; it may be
too little. If some figures had been given us we might
have been able to find out whether or not some of the
patients are being stinted. I don’t know. Why can-
not we be provided with these figures? It is the duty
of those responsible for them to provide us with
them. I repeat, Sir, that rumours are rife throughout

‘this country of the malexpenditure of public funds

-and whether it be in the Hospital Department or the
Education Department or the Police Department or
the Highways and Transport Department or any
other Department, this House has the right to know
more about the facts, that is, how money has been
expended in the past and how money is to be expend-
-ed in the future. If a few more accurate estimates
were given, many of these ridiculous affairs that
have happened in this colony from time to time could
have been avoided and I repeat, Sir, that it would take
no more paper than what we have before us and no
more time—in faect, by a man with capability, less
time—to give us the necessary facts. Now, Sir, 1
come to item, Conferences, under Head, Miscellaneous
You have given a certain amount of latitude to other
honourable members and T hope that you will allow
me the same latitude. Sir, there is one question
which I feel every member of this House should
realize is not a Party Question, that is, Emigration.
TUnder this Head a certain amount has been voted
for Conferences. I, in the past, Sir, have always
held that when it comes to Emigration there should
be a staff of observers permanently appointed for the
purpose. We had here a short time ago eertain facts
which anyone could see would probably lead to the
necessity for more labour in the United States of
America. T refer to the Korean War. From that time
-onwards, had we had a staff appointed to do nothing
else. I feel that instead of Jamaica being there first,
probably Barbados would have been there first. As
it stands now, we are not first in the field and, as the
junior member for St. James has said. T hope that
the senior memBer for St. Peter will not be late in
his endeavour. Now, Sir, the senior member for the

City has said that he is convinced of the eapability
of the senior member for St. Peter in this matter. 1,
too, have no doubt that the senmior member for St
Ieter wil do his utmost to make certain that what-
ever there 1s going Barbados will get lits share. Bug
I cannot agree that we should be in any way tied
whatsoever to any other colonies in this matter of
Emigration. It is, as 1 have always said, and will
aiways be, until some miracle takes place, the first
and most important question in this island of ours
and we should, m no way, be tied nor should our
representative be tied to other colonies, when bar-
galning for a quota of our workers to be sent to the
United States of America. The fact that our repre-
sentative has to bargain at the same time for some
other colonies is in my opinion placing oy him a
load which he will find very heavy and very trying
in his efforts; it would be like a millstone around his
peck. I vepeat, Sir, that every member of this House
ghould realize that Emigration is not a Party Ques-
tion. We all know the thousands by which the popu-
lation is being inereased yearly and the influx of
other nationalities, though small in numbers, is still
enough to displace a small number of our own people
and if we go on adding 10 and 10 together, it would
eventually come to millions. The senior member for

- the City also spoke of matters whiich will handicap

the senior member for St. Peter. Sir, we must face
the facts. Those facts exist in America to-day and
the senior member for St. Peter has experienced and
will experience them again. But I will implore the
(Government that if it thinks that the hands of the
senior member for St. Peter can be strengthened in
any way by a brother Barbadian regardless of his
colour, to consider the inclusion of such a person in
this effort. I say that, Sir, with the deepest sense of
responsibilty and respect and I sineerely hope that if
assistance can be got by doing that, the Government
will seriously contemplate doing it. As I said in the
beginning I will say in the end. Emfigration is the
most, important question which exists in this island
owing to our overpopulation and this Government
and this House, regardless of Party or individuality,
should be combined in any effort whatever it may be,
to find an outlet for our own workers in the United
States of America or any other part of the world
where they may be sulitably employed and by that
means help their relatives and dependants whom theyr
leave behind.

Mr. BRYAN : Mr. Chairman,—Item I, Renewal
and repairs to furniture, ‘bedding, -crockery,
ete., $400, under C. Domestic, of the Head, Gen-
eral Hospital. 1 think that it was on the
15th November, Sir, that I gave notice of some
questions in *his House in conmnection with the
dilapidated bedsteads, insanitary mattresses and
linens in the porters’ dormitory. Unfortunately the
prorogation of the THouse took place and
those questions were not answered. We have
hiad sinjce then &an enquiry by Dr. Hallinan into
conditions at the Hospital and a memorandum was
sent in by the hospital porters and domestic servants
at the institution containing their grievances and sug-
gestions by which their working conditions could be
improved. Major Hallinan dealt with that memoran-
dum after this fashion. He wrote:— ‘‘Their repre.
sentations, such as a change of title of ‘Porters’ to
‘Hospital’ Attendants’, issue of badges, better sleep-
ing accommmodation in the porters’ dormitory, supply
of antiseptics, rubber shoes, and aprons for laundry
staff ete., can be met at small expense to the Govern-
ment, and are recommended as far as it is possible to
implement them.”’ T would like to enquire from the
senior member for St. Thomas what has beeyn done
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on behalf of these porters and domestic servants and
if nothing has been done as yet, how soon will steps
be taken to implement the recommendation of
Major Hallinan. TUnder Head XXIX, Miscellaneous,

in the adderdum states:— ‘Owing to the unusual
number of requests which have been made by various
departments during the year for extra clerical assis-
tance, the amount provided in the 1950-51 Estimates
has been cxpended and a supplementary amount of
$2 400 iz required to meet estimated expend:ture to
the end of the financial year.”” We have been given no
jdea of the departments who made those requests but
I hope that the Housing Board is included because
I am convineed that that Board is understaited.
When you take into consideration the importance of
housing to-day in Rarbidos, the machinery which has
to deal with it shoula he kept np-to-date. {t will pay
the Government to give the Housing Board some
consideration and bring its staff up-to-dafe. I throw
put that suggesion to the Government for what it is
worth.

Mr, REECE: Mr. Chairman,—I do not think
that the United States Authorities would be interested
in the political or social problems of the West Indies
as is pointed out by the senior member for the City
and supported by the junior member for St, George.
In my view they would be more interested in the
economics of the situation and if in their opinion it
is necessary for the economic improvement of their
Country that labourers be brought in from the West
Indies, they will be brought in. It will make absolute.
1y no difference to them what is the political or sociai |
status of the delegates representing the West Indies.
I think that that is just drawing a red herring across |
the trail. The people of the United States are too |
realistic in matters of this sort. We all wish that
the senior member for St Peter will have a gocd‘
time in the U.S.A., both socially as well as from the
particularly point of view from which he is going.l
As representative of the Hastern Caribbean 1o endea-
your to obtain employment for some of our workers he
should have our full support. Emigration goes to the
root of the welfare of the people of the Caribbean
and T repeat that it is economiecs in which the United
States Authorities are interested ; if they want workers
from the Caribbean, workers will be brought in; it is
xot a matter of what the delegation looks like. There
is one thimg on which the senior member for Bt
Joseph could enlighten us. He has told us that the
senior member for St. Peter and the Labour Comn-
missioner are going to Washington as the represen-
tatives of the Eastern Caribbean area. 1 think the
honourable member should tell us whether Barbados
is expeected to pay all the expenses in connection with
the visit of the senior member of St. Peter and the
Labour Commissioner as members of this delegation.
Now, if these two gentlemen are going to represent
the entire Eastern Caribbean area 1 fancy that
some of the expenses will be paid by the other
islands in the Eastern Caribbean area. Certainly
the senior member for St. Joseph should be able tc
give us—I don’t know if he has the figures witk
him—the appropriate cost of the visit of each dele-
gate from this area. Now, Sir, the junior member for
St. Thomas—TI am sorry that he is not in his place—
made certain refererces to the expenditure and the
requisitions of the Prison and he made some very
stringent remarks about the officer who is responsible
for that expenditure and those requisitions. Tt is
perfectly true that he did not state who the officer
is but I certainly feel that when an’ honourable mem-
ber gets up in this Chamber and makes remarks

| information for which he has just asked.

like those he should be able to substantiate them and

not rely on Questions; he should be able to give this

House and the people of Barbados all the faets on
which he based his eriticism. As a matter of fact,
in the Resolution before us I see do reference to the
Prison; the reference is to the General Hospital.
strictly speaking, the honourable member was not
in order but he has made his eriticism and I think
that it is such a very important matter that he should
give the information to this Committee in order thas
the Government may be able to investigate it and in
order that the public may know the true facts; that
is to say, whether the criticism is based upon sub-
stance or rumour which plays such an important
part in this colony. I do hope that the sedior mem-
ber for St. Joseph would be able to give us somc
enlightenment upon the point as to whether the other
members of the Eastern Caribbean Group will be
paying an anpropriate part of the expenses of the
delegation to Washington. Mr. Chairman, it is most
important that we, in Barbados, should know what
iy the appropriate cost to be borne by the other mem-
bers of the Eastern Caribbean Group in respect of
this delegation and I hope that the honourable mem-
ber can help us in that respect.

Mr. ADAMS: 1 expected the junior member
for St. George to speak as he spoke but I certainly
did not expect the junior member for Christ Church
to speak as he did speak. We are not to-day voting
anything in respect of sending people to the United
States of America. 1 mentioned it casually because
it was published 1 the Press that the senior member
for St. Peter was going to the U.S.A. on emigration
matters and I just wanted to point out to the Com-
mittee that the vote for Conferertces has nothing to
do with that proposal. Surely, Sir, the honourable
member will agree with me—I[ am trying to let him
down lightly—that his is the sort of question of which
notice should be given. I am perfectly prepared to
be ready at the next meeting of the House with the
T can
only tell him now that this is 3 West Tndian matter.
The Comptroller of Development and Welfare in the
West Indies, Sir (George Seel, is going and the Seecre-
tary of that Organization will be going. As regards
the amount for thig or that colony I cannot give it
now but I shall take care to see that T have the figures
if the honourable member should raise the point on a
subsequent occasion.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
ig put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Dr.
CunmmMins, the CHAIRMAN reports progress and asks
leave to sit again.

The House resumes and on the motion of Mr.

Apamg, seconded by Dr. Cummins, the House is
adjourned until 5.45 p.m.

REPLIES LAID

On re-assembling,

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I beg
to lay on the Table the Reply to Question No, 16
standing in the name of the honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Philip.

Mr. F. .. WALCOTT: T beg to lay the Replies
to Questions No, 21 standing in the name of the
honourable senior member for Christ Church.

Mr. COX: T beg to lay the Replies to Ques-
tions No. 18 standing in the name of the honourable
junior member for St. Andrew.
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PETITION AND BILL WITHDRAWN

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—Earlier
this afternoon 1 presented a Petition from the
Vestry of St. Thomas and I also gave notice of a
Bill dealing with the sale of the residence of the
Parochial Medical Officer. I have since understood
that notice of the intention of the Vestry to have
this Bill introduced in the Legislature has only been
advertised in the Official Gazette for ¢leven days, snd
in view of that I ask leave to withdraw both the
Petition and the Bill.

There being no objection, leave was granted
the honourable member.

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: On the adjourn-
ment, the House was in Committee of Supply.

Mr. Drputy Speaker left the Chair and
the House resumed Committee of Supply, Mr. Syire
being in the Chair.

GRANT TO THE Y.M.C.A.

Mr. ADAMS: The next Resolution, My, Chair-
man, is ene to grant the sum of $14 400 from the
Putlic Treasury (to be subsequently refunded as a
free grant under the provisions of the Colonial De-
velopment and Welfare Aet on the terms and eendi-
tions stated in the Message from the House of As-
sembly to His Excellency the Governor, dated the
14th of Deecember, 1948) to be placed at the disposai
of the Governor-in<Exeeutive Committee to supple-
ment the Estimateg 1950-51, Part II, Capital, as
set out in the Supplementary Hstimates 1950-51, No.
29, which form the Schedule to this Resolution.

As honourable members will see, this amount is
a grant to the Y.M.C.A. for the acquisition of a new
site and playing fields. As far back as 1943 cer-
tain suggestions were made by Professor Simey and
provision wags made under the Colonial Develop-
ment and Welfare Scheme D. 237 for a free grant
to the Y.M.C.A. to assist in the acquisition of a new
site for the Headguarters of the Association and
for playing fields, but it was found impossible to ac-
quire a sultable site. The present site which has
now been aequired was thought of, but it was not
possible to aequire it at a rveasomsble price then.
Negotiations went on and, finally, the price of $24.60G
for the site has been agreed on. We are now asked
to vote this $14,400 is the usual way and it will be
repaid by the Colonial Development and Welfare
Organization. This is a simple matter and I have
much pleasure in moving that this Resolution do now
pass. L

Mr. F. L. WAL COTT: I beg to second that.

Mr. DEPUTY -SPEAKER: 1 had asked the

“honourable senior member for St. Joseph to ex-

plain why this matter has been dealt with in this

"way. I am aware that votes of this sort have

come before the Houme very often, but they hawe
never been put through the Estimates. We are now
dealing with this C.D. & W. grant and putting it
through the Capital Estimates; so far, these gramts
have been either made to the Government or they have
been under Government control. This momey is a
grant to the YM.C.A. for the acquisition of a new
site and playing fields and not to the Govermment
of this eelomy, and to pmt it throngh the Supplement-
ary Estimates of this eolony gives a wrong impres-
sion. 'This preperty is not going to be vested in the
Governor-in-Executive Committee; T have attempted

to discuss this matter—I am not saying in what
quarter—and 1 feel that i1t might be motre appropri:
ate to deal with 1t under the Head *tub-
sidies and Grants.” I am told that money from the
Colonial Development and Welfare Organization is
put under thig particular Head and that is why this
one is dealt with in this way. ‘This money 15 for
the acquisition of property and it is mot anything
by way of the devejopment of the colony. I ask the
honourable umember to explain the matter and pre-
vent me from entering the debate. I should like tb
hear the reason wiy this vote has been dealt with
as if it were for Capital expenditure of the Colony.

Mr. ALLDER: If this grant were being teken
from the pockets of the tazpayers I would have
raised objection to it; but mipce it is & free grant
from the Colonial Development and Welfare Organi-
zation I can only hope that the management of this
Institution Wouiﬁ ctase its dependence on the sup-
port of the general public for its running, and that
it would cease the discriminatory practice which
takegy place at the Institution. This Association is
said to be a christlan Association yet everything is
not well as regards the relatlonship between the
management and the members. Many people have
had to cease menibership of this Association and the
impression has hgen given that the Association is
becoming more a commercial Institution than a cul-
tural ome. I feel that an Association like this should
have at its head leaders who dre not intérested not so
much in £ s. d., but in helping to maintain a good
relationship among the members; they should not
drive out people by reugh treatment, but seek to
encourage more people to come in. I hope that now
assistance is being given for the extension of the
Institution, that standard of leadership which is
needed in an Institution of this sort in a ecommunity
will be reached. It iy definitely bad taste when the
public are asked to assist this Association and then
you find taking place practices which you might
find in existence at the Aquatie Club or places in
South America of which we have read. 1 can onl
hope that the management of this Asseciation will
change such a state of affairs, :

Mr. ADAMS: It is difficnlt to reply to. the hom-
ourable junior member for the City who is Deputy
Speaker of this Howse. Not only is he likely to be
the only honourable member in this . House who
would ask that question, but possibly, he is the only .

person in the island who would ask it. There iy in

the Estimates a Head for C.D. & W, grants, using
that word generally; some of the money is granted
and some of it is loaned. We take the trouble to
make a separate Head in the Hstimates so that it ean
be seen what is coming out of the poekets of the
British taxpayers; when we take the trouble under
that Head to show how much is loened and how
much is grinted, does it matter if a grant to this or
that Institution is put under this Head? I reply
becanse the honowrable member might say that I
have not got any reply to give himl.nghe {Fovernment
hag not got so .much time op its hands that it can
begin all over agaim to tell the hopomrable member
what has been bappening from the time thai C.D.
& W. funds came to this island. o

Mr. BRANCKER: I was surprised to hear
from the hounoursble semior member for St. Johnm,
who is one of the most level-headed legiskators sit-
ting arovad this Table, refor to the alleged diserim-
inatory practice at the Y.M.C.A. T do not know when
T have had the pleasure of seeing the hononrable
smember there. bat he wondd be well sadvised to eontinue
his membership, keep np the payment of his subserip-
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tion and try and eliminate such diserimination as
he sees there. Whatever one might feel about certain
individuals who are the authorities responsible for
running the Y.M.C.A., I do not think it can be
fairly said that they carry such diserimination as
they show in their private lives, into the running
of that Institution. I have never observed any dis-
crimination taking place, but if that is going on and
the honourable member would draw my attention to
it, the two of us together would be able to wipe it
out. I would not like it to go forth from this Fiouse
that there is discrimination being practised at this
Institution without the honourable member ampli-
fying what he was referring to and someonc else
refuting it.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: For the benefit of
the members of this House I will say that in con-
nection with the question which T asked, I raised it
with the Financial Secretary and he told me that
fie himself had been considering the matter. Ile
said that this grant was put under this Head because
other money from the Colonial Development and
Welfare Organization had been put under this Head;
he told me that if the House said that this money
should be put under the Head ‘‘Subsidies and
Grants.”’ that would be quite all right.

Mr. ADAMS: Some Heads of Government Depart-
ments do not realise in what danger ®hey are when they
talk freely things which they should keep to them-
selves. From the time that the Colonial Development
and Welfare Organization began to operate, the ques-
tion was raised as to how the funds should be dealt
with. TFinally, with the knowledge of the House, the
way in which we are now dealing with these funds has
been aceepted and we are following it. I have heard
for the first time that what the honourable member
has said is the view of the Financial Secretary; I
am sure that he would be sorry to think that he spoke
freely to the honourable member, thinking that he
was speaking confidentially, and the honourable
member uses what he said as an argument to show

that he ig wrong. The honourable member has never
mentioned this matter privately to me; I can only -

say that this matter was threshed out years ago, it
was threshed out by Sir Frank Stockdale and the
Government before one cent ever came into this
colony. T am sorry for Mr. Petrie if he expresses @
view which is tenable and he will have the misfortune
of being quoted as if he is at loggerheads with the
Government.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have not given
any impression that any Officer is at loggerheads
with the Government; the Financial Seeretary told
me that this is the first time that an item of this
nature has been put into our Estimates, and that is
why that opinion was expressed. Nobody can quote 2
precedent for what has now been done and that is my
reason for asking why thig money is tregted in this
manner. Perhaps the honourable member has several
precedents, but he cannot quote one, and I do not
see any secret in a responsible Officer saying that he
was discussing this matter and he had come to the
conclusion ag to what should be done.

" The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division. -

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Mr,
Cox, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of two
‘Resolutions in Committee of Supply.

~ Mr. Depury SpeAKER resumed the Chair and
reported accordingly. ‘ _
~ 'On motions of Mr. Apawms, seconded by Dr.
CuMMINs in each case, the Resolutions passed in

Committee were read a first and second time and
agreed to.

ADDRESS RE APPOINTMENT OF TWO
UNOFFICIAL MEMBERS OF THE BRITISH
SECTION OF THE CARIBBEAN COMMISSION

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—There
is the Reply to a Message from His Excellency the
Governor with which I am asking leave to deal.
The Message is Message No. 23/1950 relating to the
nomination for appointment to the British Section
of the Caribbean Commission,

There being no objection, leave was granted
the honourable member. '

Dr. CUMMINS: I do not know if His Excel-
lency’s Message is fresh in the minds of honourable
members, but in any ease I will read it. It is as
follows :—

Message No. 23/1950.

His Ezxcellency the Governor
To
The Honourable the House of Assembly

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to
refer to His Message No. 19/1948 of the 24th of
Augnst, 1948, on the subject of the selection of two
unofficial members of the British Section of the Car-
fibbean Commission, and to the Address of the Hon-
ourable House of Assembly dated 5th October, 1948,
in reply thereto.

2. At the last meeting of the Commission, one
of the unofficial members was unable to be present,
with the result that the British Section was under
strength. To obviate this, the British Co-Chairman
has nroposed, and the Secretary of State hag agreed.
that the unofficial British delegates to the next
West Indian Conference should be asked to elect
not only two unofficial members for appointment to
the (Clommission, but in addition an alternate for
each, who should attend when the substantive mem-
ber is unable to do so.

L. SAVAGE,
Governor.
Sovernment House,
Bridgetown, ‘
13th July, 1950.

‘I'he proposed reply to that Message is as fol-

lows :—

The House of Assembly
To
His Ezxcellency The Governor

Tha House of Assembly have the honour to
acknowledge receipt of Your Excellency’s Message
No. 23/1950 relating to the appointment of two
unofficial Members of the British Section. of the
Caribbean Commission.

2. The House wish to assure Your Excellency
that they agree with the proposal of the British
Co-Chaiirman and the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, and have asked the Barbados delegates to
the next West Indian Conference to act accordingly.
and also to nominate Mr. G. H. Adams.

I beg to move that this Address do now pass.

Mr. COX: 1T beg to second that.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:. The qguestion is
that this Address do now pass. Honourable mem-
bers in favour of that will please say ‘‘Aye’’, those
against will please say ‘“Ni’’. T think the ‘‘Ayes’’
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have it. I will ask the Lonourable senior member
for St. Thomas to present thig Address.
Dr, CUMMINS: As Your Honour pleases.

ORDERS POSTPONED

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of
the Day stands in the name of the honourable senior
member for St. Joseph:—~To move the House into
Committee on the Bill to provide for the regulation
of Publie Utilities.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Deputy Speaker,— None of

the other items on the Order Paper under Government
Businesg are ready for consideration.

CHRIST CHURCH PARISH LOAN BILL
1950.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order of
the Day under. Private Members’ Business is to
resume Committee on the Bill {0 authorise the Ves-
try .of Christ Church to raise a loan of £1,950.

Mr. Depury SPEAKER left the Chair, and the
House resumed Committee on the Bill, Mr. Smirm
being in the Chair. ‘

Mr., REECE: Mr. Chairman—I am pleased
10 be able to inform the Committee that I have
obtained all the information which was sought on
the last occasion. When the further consideration
of this Bill was postponed on the last oceasion we
were considering Clause 2 in respeet of the altera-
tion of the existing garage or the erection of a new
one, and a debate took place ag to the wording of this
Clause. The figures which honourable members
required are as follows: Price of motor refuse col-
lector, $4,650; alterations to existing garage, $870;
and erection of stone enclosures to certain public
standpipes, $3,840. I ask leave to delete the words
“or erecting a new building’’ (Hear, hear) oceur
ring in line 13 of this Clause and substituting there-
for the words ‘‘at Oisting in the parish of Christ
Chureh’’. T also ask leave to delete the word ‘“‘an”’
oceurring at the end of line 12 and to insert in
place thereof the word ‘‘the’”. There is an existing
garage and it ig proposed to extend it and that
extension is estimated to cost $870. It is impossi-
ble to erect a modern building for anything near
that amount.

There being no objection, leave was granted
the honourable member.

The question that Clause 2 as amended stand
part of the Bill was put and resolved in the affirm-
ative without division.

The remaining eleven Clauses of the Bill and
the two Schedules were called and passed.

The Preamble was called and agreed to.

On the motion of Mr. RercE, seconded by Mr.
Gopparp, the CHARMAN reported the passing of the
Bill in Corwmittee with amendments.

’ Mr. Depury SpreARErR resumed the Chair and
reported accordingly.

On motiong of Mr. RErcE, seconded by Mr.
TioppaRD in each case, the Bill was read a third
time and passed.

DISCUSSION OF REPLIES TO QUESTIONS

, Mr. MAPP: I beg to move the adjournment
of the House for five minutes in order to discuss
the Replies given to my Questions——

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would prefer if
the honourable member would make a motion that
the House do.now proceed with the discussion of
Replies to Questions. '

i

Mr. MAPP: I can move the adjournment of
the House for five minutes.: - o «

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is a pro-
cedure laid down whereby there is a time for the
consideration of Government Business, there is a

' time for the discussion of Replies to Questions and

there is a time for the consideration of Private
Members” Business, A motion for the adjournment
of the House is made in order to discuss something
which has not been asked about. If the honour-
able member wishes to discuss the Replies which
have been given to his Questions, I think he should,
for the sake of regularity, make a motion that the
House do now proceed with the discussion of Replies
to Questions. '

Mr. MAPP: 1 beg to move that the House do
now proceed with the discussion of Replies to Ques-
tions. .

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed
to. :

BAN IMPOSED BY TRINIDAD GOVERNMENT
ON PERSONS ENTERING THE COLONY

Mr. MAPP: I beg to move the adjournment
of the House for five minutes in order to discuss
the Replies given €0 my Questions No. 13. Those
Questions were :— ’ .

In view of the ban put by the Government of
Trinidad on persons entering that colony and seek-
ing employment, and in view of the unemployment
situation locally. : :

Will the Government take steps to impose a
similar ban-on Trinidad born entrants into ‘this
colony ?

The Replies were given ag follows: :

The only ban placed by the Government of
Trinidad on’ persons entering that Colony in search
of employment consists of measures authorised by
the laws of that Colony for tbe control of tmmi-
gration, e.g., Regulations requiring either eash
deposits or security bonds in respeet of the intend-
ing immigrant. These measures are not directed
against the natives of amy particular Colony.

2. Some provision already exists under the
Immigration of Paupers (Prevention) Aect, 1909,
for controlling the entry into Barbados of persons
m search of employment, since the Immigration
Officer hag to be satisfied concerning the immigrant’s
financial position and, if not so satisfied, has power
to require a Bond on his or her behalf from some
approved person. ‘

3. For the above reasons the Government does
not at present contemplate imposing any ban, other
than the rigid application of existing Immigration
Laws, on Trinidad born entrants.

The first of these amswers which the Govern-
ment has given to my questions is in the nature
of an explanation of the position in Trinidad. What-
ever be the nature of the ban placed on intending
immigrants to that colony, there can be no doubt
that the Government of Trinidad has restrieted the
entry of persons into that colony. At the first
meeting of the new Legislative Council the first
matter considered by that Body .and which drew
forth an enervating debate, was this matter of ban-
ning West Indians from entering Trinidad. This
is a very serioug matter and, in my opinion, the
replies given by the Government to my questions
are a little two half-heartedl for my liking. These
Replies were given on the 12th September and since
then the Immigration Ordihance of Trinidad has
been amended; the amendment was debated in the
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Legislative Council on the 27th October and far
from being loosened, the restrictions were tightened
oy the Trinidad Government. Mr. Deputy Speaker,
I think that all of us in the West Indies should
deplore this action which has been taken by the
Government of Trinided; now that federation is
not only preached but is actively being sought after
rather than placing restrictions on free travel in
thig area, every opportunity should be put in the
way of persons entering the various colomies to do
s0. As the honourable Leader of the House stated
earlier today, Barbados has not got 1o the position
of Trinidad where we are restricting the movement
of population; other places are not doing it, but,
Sir, although that iy a very idealistic view, although
we have people like Mr. Butler who was far-seeing
enough to oppose this latest move in Trinidad, yet
we have to be realists. We have to face realities,
and it is a reality that at present Barbadians can-
not enter Trinidad as freely as they like. I cannet
see why retaliatory measures should not be taken
. ageinst Trinided by this coleny or any other colomy.
The reply of the Government is to the effect that
the Trinidad Government has not banned the entry
into that eolony of people ecoming from Barbados;
the Trinidad Government has not said that it is
preventing Barbadians from engering the colony,
but it has banned all West Indians. Under the
latest Regulations, Barbadians cannot enter Triai-
dad as they used to do before; they cannot enfer
that colony in search of employment and I cannot see
why that should be so. The ideal point of view
is the point of view to be striving after, but I feel
that there are few people who will disagree with
me that we have a serious population problem to
solve. In cousidering this measure which she took
recently, Trinidad said that she had a serious popu-
lation difficnlty to solve; but surely even the most
patriotic Trinidadian would hardly say that Trini-
dad’s difficulties in this respect are greater than
those of Barbados. Trinidad has more industries
and more avenues of employment than we have
bere. If the point of view held by persons like Mr.
Butler had gained sway in Trinidad I would have
been the last person to suggest that any Trinidadian
should be banned from entering this colony or any
other colony; but that point of view was not agreed
with, and it was made even more difficult for per-
song 1o enter that colony from other places. Until
Trinidad has been brought to her senses, until she
changes her point of view that she cannot have
people coming in from other colonies to compete W}th
her workers, until she sees that it is not a question
of self-interest, we shomld retaliate and ban Trin-
idadians from coming here. When I asked these
questions I had especially in mind the increasing
Indian problem in this island; if the members of
the Government do not know about this situation,
they should go about the City and ask about it and
they wonld know how many people there are who
see that this Indian problem is getting bigger and
creating grave difficulties in so far as this colony
is eoncerned.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable
member’s guestions are in relation to the ban on per-
sons entering Trinidad. Would he say that the
Indians come here from Trinidad?

Mr. MAPP: Yes, Sir: many of the Indians come
from Trinidad. The problem of the Indians is that
they hold teo the traditiens and customs of India gnd
they do not Ht into the West Indian nation: it 1s diffi-
cult for them to fit into the West Indian nation and
that causes incressing dificulties. T am not even

looking at the faet that these Indians move like creep-
ers and they slowly oecupy every ineh of space for

selling and for everything else; I am looking at the

greater fact that they are creating not only a social
problem in this island, but also a racial, religious and
every other kind of problem at this time. Let us give
eredit to a man who, by his steadfastness and his
business ability, makes his way from his home and
does well for himself and his family; that is all very
well, but let us not fool onrselves that the position in
the West Indies to-day is the same as that of Grews
Britein opening her doors to emigrants from America,
Africans live in America, Chinese live in Ammerica
and they become better Americans; they enrich the
community as a whole. Great Britain is already in-
dustrially developed and the immigrants put their
brains at the disposal of the country; but these Ingi-
ans feel that the West Indians are culturally below
them and they present a great problem which can
only be obviated by baving them out of the colony as
fast as they come in. I am not now preaching sny
racial hatred, T am not saying that we should set up
a little state here by itself which wonld deny any body
any estry herein ; but I say that if people who are com-
ing into the West Indies are willing $o contribute to
the West Indian economy and view themselves as part
and parcel of the West Indian nation and do as immi-
grants in (reat Britain have done, that is, help o
build up the prestige of the nation, that is all very
well. If these people feel that they are separate and
distinet and, may be, superior to uns, then I say they
are only presenting greater problems to our already
gocially complex community ; and the sooner we try 1o
place greater restrictions on their freedom of movye-
ment in these parts, the better it wil] be for us, I know
that many of these people are of excellent character,
but the fewer of them we have, the better it is for
us. There may be those who de no harm to our way
of life and outlook, but if they are stretching their
tentacles out amd creating a separate racial entity,
then, Sir, I think we will have a disease to contend with
in the future whenever West Indian Federation comes
about. T can only express the hope that the answer
to question No. 2 does not. imply that the Government
will take this matter lying down, or that they will not
place much emphagis on the guestion which I have
raised and take strong action in comnection with it
The Government say that they do not at present eon-
template imposing any han, other than the rigid appli-
cation of existing Immigration Laws, on Trini-
dad born entrants. 1 am not an fait with those Im-
migration Laws; but it looks to me that with the rigid
application of these Taws, many more people come in
than those who should come in. I hope that a more
rigid application of these Laws will be applied than
is being applied at present.

Your Honour asked a very pertinemt question
just now. T would say that some of these Indians
may not be Trinidad born, but there are many of them
who are Trinidad born and they would eome into the
category of those to whom T am referring. It is Trin-
ided and not other Colonies, which has impesed these
restrictions en immigrants, and therefore I feel that
this Government would be doing the right thing

impose a similar ban on Trinidad born entrants. While

it is true that Trinidad hsas not picked out natives of
Barbados or of Jamaica and banned them and it may
be argued that we should not pick out natives of Trin-
idad and ban them from entering this colony, yet the
faet is that Trinidad should be brought to her senzes
and made to realise that her point of view is a very
Jjaundiced one, and that if other Colonies did the same
thing federation would be very far away, although

D
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Trinidad passed an Address in connection with fed-
eration some time ago. I think that by the force of
other Governments in the Caribbean area this particu-
lar Ordinance in Trinidad should be further amended :
but if we agree to this action which has been taken
by Trinidad and say that it is all right, then nothing
will be done. Qur people will not be able to go t0
Trinidad but people will be able to come in here and
inerease our problem. It is not only a question
of the rigid application of the Immigration Laws; 1
think that further steps should be taken in respect
of natives of Trinidad and people like Indians enter-
ing into this colony. We cannot get a lot of things
here because of the Indian problem in our midst. If
Trinidad has imposed this ban on persons entering
that colony, then it is in our interest to impose a bai
in the same way as Trinidad has done. In view of
the situation with which we are faced and until feder-
ation has been brought about, that is the only point
of view that we can take in this matter. I hope that
this Government will do more than say they will rig-
idly apply the existing Immigration Laws, but that
they will go as far as Trinidad has gone,

Mr. GARNER: I beg to second the motion for
thé purpose of discussion. I have listened very
attentively to the honourable introducer of this motion
and T am sorry to inform him that I eannot support
his views. I should state here and now the position
which we enjoy in this colony to-day-—I speak of the
economic position — is due to the fact that doors in
other countries were opened to Barbadians who were
well received in those countries, and they had an
opportunity of making a living. T hope I will be the
last person to curtail the activities of people in trav-
elling from one place to the other. T feel that the
honourable junior member for St. Thomas has some
cause for raising this question, but too far east is
always west, T shal] state here and now that as much
as T would like to call myself a citizen of the world,
the mentalities of the people in the world have not yet
reached that civilized stage. I am hoping for that
day when all barriers will be removed and people will
be able to have free intercourse.
barriers everywhere ; you have economie, social, racial
and all sorts of barriers because of man’s selfishness
and of his hreaking away from God’s precepts.

The honourable introducer of this motion has said
some things in eomnnection with which, perhaps in
lighter vein, T would be able to take sides with him:
but when von get down to the fundamentals of this
question, you cannot agree with the hononrable mem-
ber at all. The honourable member talked about fed-
eration ; well, Sir, knowing the leaders of these West
Indian Islands as I do, T say that federation is just
as far off as when we first thonght of it. The situation
as regards federation is zigzagging in these Colonies
with the leaders serambling for position; and if ons
sees something which one side has got and he wants
it, he will throw his weight on that side. I sit by and
see these leaders making plans and they will not get
down to business. In this island the leaders suffer
from a sort of complex; the more I stidy the problem,

To-day you have |

the more I see the weakness. The leaders cannot get
together in connection with any problem without
breaking up ; they cannot drop their petty differences,
I am forgetting the word ‘‘federation’’, T thought that
by now some sort of discussion would have taken
place as to what we really want. ~ You cannot do
things in mid air; you cannot deal with a big issue
like federation in mid air. Up to now this House has
not discussed what has been recommended to us; if
there has been any discussion in this respect I have
not seen it reported. I am still waiting to see the
outeome of this matter; but judging from the attitude
and mentality of our West Indian leaders, I know
that federation will be shelved for a long time to
come.

I am not saying that the honourable introducer
of this motion is small-minded; he is trying to pro-
tect the workers in Barbados and you have to give
him some credit for that, but we want an inter-change
of persons coming here and going there. I say that
since the West Indian Negro has had a wrong educa-
tion and we seem not to be able to do anything for
this generation and we have to work on the little boys
and girls in the schools, I say: give them an object
in life to which to look forward and do not let them
feel that they are only West Indians, That is not the
goal. You say that we are all West Indians together
the wealthy people and the poor people say that we
are all West In®ians. But who controls the wealt
of the West Indies? 'What has the British Govern-
ment ever done to rehabilitate these Islands? What
have they done to set up the standard of mankind?
Have they led us to the pathway where we can become
proper citizens? ‘We preach things and as soon as
half a dozen leaders get together there is jealousy and
zigzagging taking place and the masses get no where.
All that will happen since we have a wrong educa-
tion. At this point I say that I am looking forward
to the day when India will be of some use to the world
generally. . India will give to the world what some
other nation has refused to give because her culture
is of a long and ancient'standing. India cannot play
her part in world affairs because of British Imperial-
ism ; her culture runs far beyond British Imperialism
and I would not say that the Indians should be kept
out of this island. T wish I could find half a million
of these Indians in Barbados and let people know that
we have a problem. I want all the land that we have
in Africa. The British people have vast territories
and people in the West Indies are situated in every
nook and eranny; they cannot get housespots some-
times and you talk about British Tmperialism! That
is killing thousands of people daily.

At this stage, there not being a quorum present,
Mr. DepuTY SpEAKER asked the honourable member to
take his seat for five minutes and directed that the
Bell be rung. B

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:  There being less
than twelve honourable members present, this House
stands adjourned until this day week at twelve o’clock
noon in aceordance with the rules.






