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W. SESSION 1950-51 
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Tuesday,  12th Septenzber, 1930. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the IIouse of Assem- 

bly met a t  3 o'clock p.m. on the abovementioned 
(late. 

Presewt. 
His Honour Mr. H. N. R. H U S B ~ D S  ( S p e a k e r ) ,  

His Honour Nr.  A. E. S. LEWIS ( D e p u t y  Speaker.), 
Mr. L. E.  S ~ T H  (Chainnun of Conzmittees), Dr. 
H. G. CUMXINS, Messrs. D. A. FOSTER, F. E.  MILLER, 
T. 0. RRYAN, M. E.  COX, F. L .  WALCOTT, J .  E .  T .  
BRANCRER. L. E. R. G ~ ~ ~ ,  W. W. RCECI:. K.C. ,  and 
J. H. Wrr,~rssox, O .B .E .  

Prayers are read. 
Messrs. E .  I<. WALCOTT, GARR'ER, and XIAPI' 

enter the House and take their seats. 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Mr. &DAMS: Xi-. Speaker,-I have the honour 
to present a 3$essage froin His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor as  follows :- 

~ \ ~ S A G E  SO. 25/ 1950. 

Stateiuent showing Gross Customs and Excise 

His Excelle?zcy The G o v e ~ n o r  
To 

2'he Honourable The House O f  Assembly 

Receipts for three months p d e d  30th June, 1950. 
Post Office Advances for  payment of Monev 

His Excellency the Goyernor has the honour to 
inform the Honourable the House of Assembly that 
notification has been received from the Right Hon- 

**,, ourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies that 
His Najesty's Government has been pleased to ap- 

e of a further grant of $408,000 from the Colo- 
Development and TVelfare Vote to supplement 

grant of $1.212,000 already approved for the 
struction of the n ~ w  runway a t  Seawell Airport. 

2. The revised estimated cost of the runway 

L. SAVAGE, 
Governor. 

Government House, 

7th September, l-9.70. 

PAPERS LAID 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker.-I have the honour 
to lay on the table of the Rouse the followi~g 
Papers :- 

Orders to 3lst .July, 1950. 

31r. REECE : Nr .  Speaker,-I beg to present 
Petitions as follows :-- 

Petition from the Commissioners of Highways 
of the parish of Christ Church praying the House 
to pass a Bill to atsthorize them to increase the travel- 
ling allowance to the Inspector of Highways of the 
said parish. 

Petition from the Comniissioners of Highways of 
the parish of Christ Church praying the House to 
pass a Bill to authorize them to pay gratuities to 
J a m s  IIart and Albert Beckles in  respect of their 
services to the said parish. 

Petition from the Vestry of the Parish of Christ 
Church praying the House to pass! a Bill to authorize 
them to raise a loan of $21,950 to  purchase a n  addi- 
tional Refuse Collector. 

The petition i11 each case is respectfully worded 
and 1 ask that it be taken as r e d .  . 

Each petition is taken as read. 
Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to present 

a petition from the Vestry of the Parish of St. 
Jos~pl i  pi-aying the House to pass a Bill to authorize 
them to raise a loan of £2,000 to enclose the burial 
ground of the Parish Church, erect a latrine i n  the 
churchyard and to complete the enclosure of the 
church wall of St. Anne's Chapel. The petition 
is respwtfully worded and I ask that it be taken 
as read. 

The petition is taken as read. 
M~ssrs. MOTTLEY and CODDARD enter the Rouse 

and take their seats 

NOTICES 

Government Notices are given as follows :- 
Dr. ClTMMINS: Resolution to authorize the 

Governor to enter into an  akreement with a person 
to serve jn the Barbados General Hospital ig the office 
of Anaesthetist. 

Dr. CTB931IiL'S: 8esolution to place the sum of 
$158,829 at thr disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to supplement thk Estimates 1950-51, 
Par t  I, Current, as shown in  the Supplementary 



Estimates 1 9 3 k 5 1 ,  So. 19, which form the Schedule 
t.o this Resolution : 

Dr. CIXXTSS:  Eesolution to place the sum of 
$3,805 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Conunittee to suppleinent the Estimates 1950-51, 
Part  11, Capital, as shown in  the Supplementary 
Estimates 1950-51, So. 20, which form the Schedule 
to this Resolution : 

Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution to place the sum 
of $3,600 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to snppleinent the Estimates 1950-51, 
Part  I. Current, as shown in the Snpplenientary 
Estimates 1950-51, So.  21, which form the Schedule 
to this Resolution : 

Dr. CUMMISS: Resolution to pl&e the sum 
crf $20,000 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Exec11- 
tive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1950-51, 
Part  I, Current, as shoull in the Supplementary Es- 
timates 1950-51, No. 22, which form the Schednle 
to this Resolution. 

Nr. COX:  Resolution to fix, with eife~t  from the 
1st October, 3950, the air mail postage on letters, post 
cards, and air letter fornls adc1resri.d to ally estina- 
tion set out in  c.olnnm one <>f the Schedule he eto, at 

in colunin two of the said schedule. 

P 
the rate set out in~nledjately opposite such destination 

Mr. COX: Re&xtion to fix, with effect from 
the 1st October, 1950, the air mail postage rate on 
printed matter (inc*htdjng books, commercial papers 
and newspapers) acldreised to Great Br .taln., 

Dr. CVMXIISS : ( ) f  my intention to ask l e a ~ c ~  
to deal to-day with the two money Resolutions for 
$3,600 and $20,000 ~mpcctively, of which I gave 
notice earlier. 

Dr. CGMMIX'S : Of my intention to move the 
House into Committee of Supply at  the next meet- 
ing to consider the other money Resolutions of 
which I gave notice to-day. 

Wher Notices are as follows :- 
Mr. REECE : Bill to authorize the Vestry of 

the parish of Christ Church to raise a loan of S1,950. 
Xr. RJ3ECE : Bill to authorize the Coinmission- 

ers of Highvays of the parlsh of Christ Church to 
increase the t ra~el l ing  allowance to the Inspector 
of Righways of the said parish. 

Mr. REECE:  Bill to authorize the Commis- 
sioners of Highways of the Parish of Christ Church 
to pay gratuities to J a~nes  Hart  and Albert Becldes 
lwt of parochial funds. 

Mr. SMITH: Bill to authorize the Vestry of 
the Parish of St. Joscph to raise a loan of S2,000. 

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior 
hfenlber of the Esemitive Cornmittre present at the 
uext meeting of this House :- 

What is the total sum expended to date in con- 
nection with the erection of the combined Parry and 
Coleridge Schools i n  the, parish of St. Peter? 

(2) Of the above sum, how nluch has been 
expended on Labour, and how much on material? 

(3)  Who is responsible for: ( a )  the designing 
and (b)  the erection of the said building up to the 
presept date ? 

(4) Is  i t  a fact that the said building is under. 
going marked deterioration in its present incomplete 
~ t a t e  ? 

(5) Whether it is proposed to attempt to coin- 
plete satisfitctorily the present building,or to denlolish 
%ame and erect a new edifice of ditierent and more 
cuitable and attractioe design? 

( 6 )  Is Government aware that widespread 
dissatisfaction exists a t  the design, appearance, and 
the architectural style of the said budding:' 

( 7 )  T i l l  Government, in view of the fact that 
amn~algaintltion of these two Secondary Schools has 
 bee^ so long pending, and also that vork on the 
present building was started long ago, take prompt 
action now, with a view- to providing (with as little 
further delay as possible) a worthy, moderil, and fully 
equipped building for Secwndary Education in the 
Leeward Parishes ? 

BILLS READ A FIRST T I N E  
On the motion of Mr. REECE, ~aonclecl by Mr. 

GODDARD, a Bill to authorize the Vestry of the l'arish 
of Christ Churcll to raise a loan of 21,950 is read a 
first time. 

On the motion of Xr.  REE~E, seconded by 3k. 
OODDARD, a Bill to authorize the Commissioners of ' ; i 
Highways of the Parish of Christ Church to increase % ' 

the travelling allowance to the Inspector of Highwa~ S 

of the said parish is read a first time. 
On the motion of Nr. RF.ECE, seconded by Nr. 

GODDARD, a Bill to authorize the Commissioners of 
Highways of the Parish of Christ Church to pay 
gratuities to Jalnes Hart and Albert Beckles out of 
parochial funds is read a first time. C 

On the rnotion of Mr. SNITE. wconc1r.d by Xr. 
FOSTER, a Bill to authoriz- the Vestry of the Parish 
of St. Joseph to raise a loan of $2,000 is read a first 
time. 

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE MR C. L. ELDER 
Dr. C S  : I .  Speaker,-Before the 

miness of the day is begun, it is with some regret 
hat I have to hring to $11~ notice of this House the 
leath of Mr. C. L. Elder ~~-1io was formerly a member 
,f the House. Mr. Elder was a man of varied in- 
e r e s t e a  Ci~ril Servant who served the colony for 
nany years, a man who took an active part i n  the 

-+ 
nusical life of the Country and did all he could to 
jromote the musical welfare of the people in this 
sland. After his retirement from the Civil Service 
ze further continned to serve the colony by taking 
in active part in politics. EIe was a t  one t h e  a 
nrmbcr of the Christ Church Vestry and, as I h a ~ e  
:aid before, a nlwnber of this House. Those of us " 

~ h o  met him in the House will always remember his 
.larity and conscieationsness in debate and I hope 
hat those qualities mill ever remain with us as a 
zift from him to members of this Housel. I beg to 
nove, Mr. Speaker, that as a mark of respect to t h ~  
deceased gentleman honourable men~berrs; ~l;and in 
&me for a moment. 

Mr. CRAWFORD entered the House while Dr. 
C t r m m s  was speaking and took his seat. 

Xi*. T&TILKINSON: Mr. Speaker,-1 beg to 
second the motion of the senior member for St. a* 

'rhomas. 1 fortunately was very closely associated 
with Mr. Elder during the time---I think it was 14 
!-ears--that ha was a member of this House but 1 
used to come in touch with him very frequently before 
he became a member of the House. Mr. Elder was a 
man of outstanding ability, a man who always put 
his Country before himself, and think that the 
example he has set will be recorded in  the history of 
the island. I mqas associated with him m the Railway 
Board and the Central %ad Board and he used to t 

take the greatest interest in everything that he un- 
dertook to do. This Country has lost a very able mau 
in  l l r .  C. !L. Elder. I second the motion, Sir, with 
these closing words "May he rest in peace." 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Sir,-Those of us who knew 
Mr. Elder will h o w  that he was a great human- 3 
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itarian. He served his day and generation well,- 
according, of course, to his lights,-and the colony 
is the poorer by his passing. There are few men 
who have been given the opportunity to serve the 
colony in so many varied ways and as efliciently ,w 
he did. His passing, Sir, serves to sever a link 
with the past and his record ought to be an impira- 
tion to those who succeed him. I have great pleasure 
in endorsing the sentiments so ably expressed by th  . 
previous speakers. 

The question that honourable members stand ill 
silence for a moment as a mark of respect for the 
deceased gentleman is put and resolved in  the affirm- 
ative. 

Honourable rnenzbers act in ace0rdanr.e with the 
terms of the motion. 

SUSPENSIOS O F  RULES 88 AYD 89. 
On the motion of Dr .  CUMMINS, seconded by 

Mr. F. L .  M T L ~ ~ c o ~ ~ ,  Rules 88 and 89 are suspend- 
ed in order that the Resolutions for $3,600 and 
$20,000 respectively, of which notice is given earlier 
in  the day, may be now dealt with. 

On the motion of Dr .  CUNMINS, seconded by 
Mr.  F. L. WALCOTT, Mr.  SPEAKER leaves the Chair 
and the House goes into Committee o f  Supply, Mr. 
SMITH being in the Chair. 

THE BRITISH WEST INDIES ~IETEOROIAO- 
GICAL SERVICE 

Dr. CUJklNINS : Mr. Chairman,-The first lieso- 
lution is for the sum of $3,600 to supplement the 
Estimates under Head 28, Subsidies and Grants, in 
respect of a new item 39 (a ) ,  British West Indies 
Meteorological Service. This service was formerly 
carried on by the British Government ; they no long- 
er wish to carry i t  on and desire that i t  should be 
passed on to the West Indies. I think that honour- 
able members will agree that ilt is a very useful Ser- 
vice. We need i t  in the case of hurricanes; we 
need it daily for the aeroplane service and Barba- 
dos could not afford to do without it. I think the 
House was notified earlier in the year that a Resolu- 
tion of this sort would be coming down. An answfr 
would be required by the end of September because 
that is the date on which the British Government 
will cease to carry on this Service. Jamaica's con- 
tribution is $7,700, Trinidad's $12,200, the Bahamas'& 
$6,200, the Windward Islands' $4,600 and Bazbad.)s 
$3,600 which is now before us. The West India11 
Governments will take over the Service from the 
1st October, 1950. I beg to mo17e that this Resolu- 
tion do now pass. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I beg to second that.  
Mr. WILKINSON: No doubt, Sir, the honour- 

able member who has introduced this Resolution has 
a very good reason why i t  should be passed to-day 
and no doubt also, he knows all about i t  but as far as 
others around this table are concerned it is asking 
us a lot to digest this to-day. We have committed 
ourselves apparently to a considerable expenditure 
twenty years ahead and I am going to ask the hon- 
ourable member if he would kindly postpone this 
R-esolution until after the tea interval, a t  any rate 
when perhaps he will be able to give us the informa- 
tion which we require. 

Dr. CUMMINS: As I said, the reason why 
this has been brought forward to-day is because 
a t  the end of September, the British Governmenf 
will cease to carry on this Service and the West In. 

dim Governments are expected to carry i t  on from 
the 1st October; so it is a matter of time. I t  is a 
Service which gives us information about the direc- 
tion of wind and storms and as I have said it is 
specially useful when i t  comes to our landing-place 
at Seawell. If honourable members wish to postporre 
the further consideration of the Itesolutiolz until 
aiter tea I have no objection, the only t b g  is that 
the Other Place will be awaiting to consider this and 
the next Resolution for $30,000 this afternw11. 

XIr E. K. WALCOTT: When did the British 
Government notify this Government that we will 
have to take over this Service? I think the senior 
member for St. Thomas will appreciate that he is 
in close touch with the Minute Papers and the in- 
formation that is received from time to time while 
other honourable members are not. We are sup- 
posed to take over a Service which will cost $167,184 
for a year-paragraph 3 of the addendum to the 
Resolution says :- " The total expenditure for 
19-29-50 on Meteorological Services was $167,154, 
and on this basis Barbados's share of the expenses 
of the proposed service will be $3,216 per annum 
. . . " - and 1 am thoroughly a t  sea as to the 
nature of the Service. I once before made this re- 
mark and I would like to repeat &. Where you have 
urgent Resolntions to be passed, it wodd  be of great 
assistance if you sent them around to honourable 
members with a note to the effect that the Leader 
of the House is going to ask for permission h deal 
with this or that Resolution at  the next meeting of 
the House. If that was done in this case some of 
us would have been able to ring up  somebody who 
knows something about meteorological services and 
find out if this proposal is all right. It may be a 
good proposal but i t  looks to me a lot of money. You 
will find that they are quick in starting a scheme 
in these parts and when they have it fixed, they push 
it on us. As far  as I am concerned P am not in a 
position to say "Yea" or "Nay" to this Resolution 
to-day. 

Dr. CTJMMINS : If honourable members want 
the Resolution postponed I will postpone it. 

The further consideration of the Resolution is 
postponed. 

GRANT TO T H E  GOPERXMENT O F  ANTIGUA 

Dr. CUMMINS : The next Resolution is for 
the sum of $20,000 as a contribution from Barbados 
towards the relief of suffering caused by the recent 
hurricane in Antigua. 

I a think that this Resolution cornmends itself 
We Are all more or less acquainted with the extent 
of the damage done to Antigua by two hurricanes 
in the space of a few days and I think, Sir that 
we should show our sympathy as quickly as possi- 
ble~ in a, tnost tangible manner. Private persons 
are doing their bit by the raising of subscriptions and 
the sending of parceIs but that has nothing to do 
with the Government and the Government should 
hasten to give assistance as soon as possible. A 
storm, as we know, is a thing that carries everything. 
Fortunately in this case there was no loss of life; 
there were a demolition of houses and loss of stores 
and money is urgently needed to replace those things. 
I beg to move that this Resolution do now p a s .  

Mr. P. L. WALCOTT : I beg to second that.  
'Mr. CRAWFORD : Sir,- Our most p ~ f o u n d  

sympathy goes out to the people of Antigua in their 
distress. From the reports the hayoc created by the 
hurricanes has been terrific and ' the suffering has 
been enormous. We in this colmy have fortunately 
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been spared the ravages of any such tlisturbauce but 
our good fortune cannot, ut  course, blulci 
U+ ill SO fa r  as extenchg any asista~lce which 
we can to relieve those uho have becil, l~ sb  
lucky than we are is concerned. Antigua, as a d t t e r  
of fact the entire Leeward Islands, is a poor colony 
and we are told, Sir, that  the Government of that 
colony can ill d o r d  to render the assistance which 
the calamity will have entailed to the people of that 
Country. And, therefore, Sir, me are all of us mole 
or less concerned with rendering all possible assist- 
ance we can to the stricken people of that colony. IL 
was, therefore, to be expected that this Qovernment 
would to-day invite the Legislature to inalre sonlL 
tangible contribution towards the relief of suffering 
i n  Antigua. But, Sir, I must say that never clid 1 
imagine that we wonld be a~kecl to contribute t h ?  
sum of $20,000. Let us nlalie no nlistalse about 1;. 
I am sure that there is not a single person ;n ~ ~ L I S  

island who doe% not deeply s>mpathize ,;ltl- r l~c  
people of Antigua in the blow which the)- ~iave 0,~s. 
tailled and I an1 sure that there is not ;I : a s p a p r  
in the co loq  vho would begrudge a tangible vote 
towards the relief of those people. But, Sir, 4 c a p  
not for the life of me see inanp people in  this ~sland 
agreeing to grant the sum of $20,C&O. British G@- 
ana, a very much larger colony with infinitely great- 
er re.;ources ancl greater revenue, is giving only 
g 1,000 ; Jainaica with four times our l)opulat~o,~ awl 
more than four times our revenue - I arn told by 
someoile on my left that i t  is 20 timm more. I do 
not Imo~v if that fignre is accurate but I think the 
revenue of Jamaica is more than four times that of 
Barbados--has given only abont M1,000 more than wt 
are asked to give and how in the name nf all tlint i> 
rewonable and just could Barbados be a&td to (.on 
tribute to the tune of $2Q,000? Quite franltly, Sil 
bearing in minci the assistalice which all the o the~  
West Indian Colonies and the United Kingdom jt: 
self will give to Antigua I doubt whether we should 
be asked to contribute more than $12,00&S2,500 
T t  takes no stretch of the memory to recall that  righl 
&re in Barbados people who suffered a short while 
ago as the result of rain and flood waters have a 
yet received not one penny conlpensation from thc 
Government and charity should begin at home. l 
hope that no remark of mine will be construed t( 
mean or to suggest that I am not very deeply in  sym 
pathp with the perilous plight of the people of Anti 
gua. 'I have been saying daily "Thank God, such i 
disaster did not happen here," but at  thesame time 
bearing in  mind all our commitments, the things W 
have left undone because we are told that we dc 
not have resources to deal with them, even whe~ 
allowance is made for the calamity, Sir, one is ye 
forced to the conclusion that $20,000 is a bit high fo 
this icland's contribution. I tluubt whether the peopi 
in this C o i u ~ t r ~  IT-ill bp satisfied if 71-0 were to colltri 
bnte 2111 anlount of that solet. It is an extl~ao~~linav. 
e v n t  and T am willing to admit that circ~inlitanc~s o 
this sort reqnire a11 all-out effort, that e.i.eryboc1. 
shodd gire until i t  hurts, so to speak : bnt T think thil 
$20.000 will hnrt  too much. 'I hope that nothing I sn. 
or dowill br inte~.prcted as I am not ansiow to thin 
in terms of T e s t  Indianl~llity, 01' that parts of tl, 
West Tnc1ic.i iilijch haw suffered shoulll 11ot b 
assisted 1);- those parts  hi hi eh have not inffert 
because I am satisfied in my own mind t k  
thc \JTest Indies shoulci do eveq-thilig we poq~il~l 
can to help one another in any way and ot any tlnlc 

Bnt  I repeat that, especially bearing in nliritl th 
fact that the damage has hecu cstinxtecl a t  $l.PnO 
000 ancl ~l~al i i i~r!  R rough estimate of the help 11~h.hic 

e l c n o ~ ,  has so fa r  been given and promi\ed, it d o ~ J  
>pear to me that if we contribnte $12,900 we sb$i 
iw donc as best we could uncler the conditions and 
e would have made some material ~.ontributwa 
)marcls relieving the distress of the people in Anti- 
oa. $12,000 v-ould not represent the sum total uf 
le assiskancce, either in money, or kincl, which has 
pen gi-\ren by this colony. There are pr i~ t t te  funds tc 
hich pemons are subscribing daily ancl contr ibuti!~~~ 
; also beillg made by ay of clothing and 100tlstnf;fb 
t should not be surprising if the total ralne oE tllr 
ssi\tance - o t h e ~  than this-from this island aggrc- 
ates thc Gum of $10,000 and I want to wthrnitt thgt 
10,000 from that source and $12,000 from Ihr Qoc- 
rnnlent should be more than enough to convince - matter verybody concerned of onr sympathy in th, 
ncl our practical willingness to render all the ai;d 
;e can. I, therefore, beg to move that the word 
twent~-" be deleted and the word "t~velve" snb- 

titnted therefor. 
Xr .  DOWDINC, enters the House ancl takes his 

eat. 
Nr. ALZIDIEJ3 : Mr. Chairman, - A s  regards 

his Resolution I do not want any of my remabks i o  
;ive the impression that  I arn not sympathettic to- 
varcls the removal o& suffering but in  giving my sup- 
mrt for the removal of such suffering I must think 
,ud act discreetly,-discreetly i n  the sense that no 
me could suggest that I did not know whatt 1 was 
loing and that no one could say that  I am a sadist o r  
me who likes to see suffering existing. But in  read- 
ng the amount stated in this llcsolution, it i s  rry 
mmble feeling that i t  is extremely too high 
'or the Barbados Government to contribute to the 
iurricane relief in  Antigua. That feeling has beeil 
'urther forced upon me because of statements which 
iave recently been made in  this Chamber by .tnt: 
leader of the Government when he said that the 
aolony could not afford any further capital expendi- 
ure and that therafore the release of funds must bc 
:uarded. I woulcl like to know, Sir, how this Gotr- 
:rnment has arrived at  the decision to grant $20,000 
lnder this Head of the Estimates of Expenditure - 
1Iiscellaneou~ Services. I feel, Sir, that when there 
8 sorrow and suffering the greatest effort should be 
nade to relieve that sorrow and snffering; but I do 
feel that in  dealing 6 t h  a matter of this sort there 
ire several things xhich must be taken into consid-- 
?ration (1) the means of the colony to afford such a 
rraut ancl ( 2 )  the number of contributions which 
we really given to the people of Antigua at  this time, 
not only privately by the Barbadian public bu t  by 
the peoples of other West Indian Colonies, not to 
mention the TJnited f i i~ lgdo~n Government. I n  my 
>pinion such a responsibility as this should not fall 
mlp on the slioulders of neighbours in the West In- 
dips but i t  should be the taqk of the British C-overll- 
tnent. if necessary, to rebuild Antigua. I also fed, 
Sir, that the disaster which we hacl in 1949 has not 
been sufficiel~tly remedied for 11s to look over t h ~  
heads of those householders who suffered then and 
who are suffering ~ioq- as a result. We have( been 
saying to them all the time "We cannot affol'd any  
further assistanre for you" but by this act to-dav 
we are saying that i t  was not the inability of tb:e 
Government to meet the needs of those persons wh; 
wffered in Barbados and we are looking over their 
hcads to grant $20,000 to the people of Antigua. I 
am snre that they have my sympathy. I can hardly 
think of anyone who wonld not be sympathetic to- 
vrarclq sncli a people but, as I have said, discretion 
is necmary. Tiet 1 1 ~  take an  esample. Tn-o TC~PL[: 
ago, a large stone fell on to a man's housr ancl partly 
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destroyed i t ;  his ftnlrily narron,lY escaped 1~1jur2 
aad possibly- death. Thc matter I\ ah brooght to th 
attention of this Ilouac and as far  as my knonledg~ 
goes nu rneiuber of the Government-fro111 llis Excel 
lelicy donu-has seen fit even to visit the ~lnfortun 
ate darnily, even to give then1 that measure of cou 
bolation that they haw bceu visited by a governmen 
official. 

The Cl38113JL~N: 1 an1 asking the-honourabit 
member not to mrntion His Excellency the Govern01 
in debate. 

Mr. ALLD'ER: I have tried to fiud out, M.r 
Chairman, d n ~ l  I have been told that no official, $act 
ing on behalf of the C+overnlnent, lyas visited tht 
sceite of that clisastc~r. A~ ld  what is mow is that tht 
family is i lncertai~~ as regards their position; they ar  
left to the mercies of t h a ~ e  persons in the area whc 
feel that assistance should be given. The father ant 
husband of the ~faniily is not a t  present employed 
?'he hollsc still r t m ~ i n h  in it.; present position ~vit l  
the possibility that aliothcr stone or stones migh 
come down ant1 c*ompletel?. demolish the building. 1 

have had to go with the man to the manager a1 tht 
plantatio~i who sl~gpested to him to get a brief writter 
by thc Board of Codringtoll C'ollege and go aroun: 
aud beg for sixpeims and pennies. I ~ h a v e  had to tel' 
the manager 

THE CHAIRXAN: I m& draw to the hon. 
ourable member's atteutioll that this is a Resolutior 
for $20,000 for the people of Antigua and I think 
that he is going too far. I halye given the honour- 
able member a certain amount of latitude but he iti 
going too far. 

Mr. AWliDER : L am trying to deal with suf- 
fering in its  ide er aspect. I feel that Charity begim 
at  home and he who ~wnoves the suffering near to  

\ his hand removes part of the suffering all over the 
globe. I was saying, Sir, that up to now nothing 
has been done to assist the suffering caused locally bj 
the disaster of 1949 and i t  appears not only .wusensi- 
cal to me but unsympathetic to the people of Barba- 
dos for a House like this, the Elected Chamber of 
the people, to vote $20,00 to be sent overseas and 
at  the same time disregard the snfferers here 
However you may look at  it ,  Sir, it is not the right 
thing to do. T have read in  the newpapers that British 
Guiana has granted $4,800-Rritish Guiana with all 
her timber. lands, cattle ranches~, her mining indus- 
tries, bauxitc indnstrp and a11 the other kinds of 
natural resources awl shc call sec her wa- to give 
only $4.800; bnt hy tlw strctc*h of the iniaginatio'~ 
somewhere or other-, v-P have got before us a Resoln- 
tion for $20,000. I t  should not be. The G~verllmcnt 
has said that the finanivi of the. colony arc nqt su>h 
that i t  could spend nioney crtl i ih. and I ; . n e  ipiilg h y  
that statement. There are 1iccessar~- nlatt PIY \\-hi( JI 

were introduced in this Chamber during the past 
conple of weeks and they have been partly turned 
down becau~e of that statement which 1 h a w  just 
clnoted. Has the Trcasnry b~corne fuller sincc then v 

That is what I v-ould likc to Imo~v. Have we ha? 
sonic3 financial ~ ~ i n d f a l l  or arc me only trying to 

C popularize oiwselves by competing with the other . 
Colonies as regards how much we contrfbute above 
what they have contribnted'? What it-is I would 
like to know. As far  as thc newspaper reports go, 
I have noticed that the i~esponse to the people of 
Antigua has been somewhat generous and in t k  
amount which v e  can contribute we should conrider 
the post of rrconstn~c+ol\ to thp peoplc of Antigua, 
our own finanri~il stability and also all the xioney 
which lnirtht he giren by the other Coloniec: ~ n c l  the 
Rritish Government to help them. YOU are liable to 

p find that some pwple n h o  h a w  suffered lo~allv and 

t ~ h o  lmve been waitillg for over a year to receive the 
assistance which has been promised to them are be- 
r~oniing disappointecl and dissatisfied. I do not knoiv, 
Sir, how to face the issue but I would inform this 
honourable House that there is still a house 14ft.xGt. 
accommodating four people i n  the parish of. bt. 
?iohn as a result of the hurricaae of 1949. Thqse 
occupants are still waiting on the promises of this 
Government ; they are still there huddling on the 
floor nightly on one another, a collection of peoplc 
from several houses which have been demolished. 

THE CHAIRXAN: Again I ask the honour- 
able member to stick to the Resolution. 

Mr. iU;LDER: Yes, Sir. I feel the Govern- 
ment should remove all these difficulties first. How 
~ o u l d  this Government be looked upon if, say, the 
1:ther Coloiries read that Barbados has contributed 
$20,000 voted by the House of Assembly,-nothing 
to do with the contributions by private organiza- 
tions,-and knew that a t  the same bime the suffering 
of a year ago in  this island has not been relieved, 
-- suEering which was caused by the same thing 
which happened a week ago in Antigua and which 
is causing us to decide to help them? I a m  sorry, 
Sir, that the junior member for St. Yhilip has seen 
fit to reduce the amount to only $12,000. I still 
feel that that is too much. It is my humble feeling 
-I do not consider that it would be individualis- 
tic-that S1.000 given by this Government of the 
taxpayers' money would be sufficient, bearing i n  
mind that bnch taxpayers a re  aLso contributing to  
private Pulldb. I feel, Sir, that we should not t ry  
to do things ~vhilch would only make us, look big 
jut to do the things that would make us truly big. It is 
:oing to read nicely when it appears in print in the 
)ther West h d i a n  colonies. It is not truly great in  so 
Ioing. I cannot tell why you have made it so diffi- 
:ult for the people who have suffered locally to be 
assistrd, and in a week's time you c m  decide to 
re lie.^.: yourselves of this tangible amount to go 
~verscas. I t  certainly does hurt  me because I know 
~t is wrong. I f  the people of Antigua get ,to know 
%at we gave what we are able to give they would 
ippreciate it as much as if we had given them one 
million pounds. I do not feel that  they are  less 
~haritably inclined than we ourselves are or should 
)e Qr for that matter as anybody else. We have 
lad our troubles and we still have them, not onl) 
roahles caused by hurricanes but also our limited 
'acilities to aceo~nrnodate our population. The cost 
>F livjng in those colonies is much lower than wd 
'm ever hope to have it here. The people of t.hose 
olonies snffer, it is true, but their suffering may be 

1: a temporary nature. As soon a.s they receive 
hc assistance which is being organized they will 
Iefinitely fall back on an easier standard of living 
han the people in  Barbados can ever hope to 
btain nnless some great change takes place I do 
lot know the feelings of the majority of honourable 
nemhers around this table but  I am going to appeal 
o ~ a c h  honourable member who has a sense of 
]is responsibility to guide the destiny of thils island 
o see that i t  is definitely necewary to reduce this 
imonnt by more than half;  you wodd  not be looked 
~pon by intelligent people as individualistic or as peo- 
)le who like to see other people suffer. I believe 
b a t  the majority of the people of the West Indies 
-11ow the position in which Barbados stands; they 
;nov  i t :  they know that Barbadians are a hardy 
reople and that they aw somewhat homogeneous and 
?-mpathetjic toaards one another. That is why Tre 

rp able. being so many in  numbers, to live on so 
1ual1 a land with so few opportunities. We carry 



a n  affluent appearance which has no foundation. 
The people of the West lnclieb kuow that ancl thf~ 
people of the West Indies, no doubt, would expect 
you to contribute more than what you haw sug- 
gested in this Resolution. l hardly feej, Sir, that 
the further amendment which I am going to make 
will have any support around this table but I an1 
going to formally move now, Sir, that the words 
"twenty thoustand" be deleted ancl the words "four 
thousand eight hundred" substituted therefor. I do 
that with a sense of responsibility, not only to my- 
self but to the people of this colony ancl even to 
the people of Antigua who are to benefit if the 
amount remains a t  $20,000. Mr. Chairman, I feel 
that amendment should have some consideration 
because the amount of $4,800 & what we can really 
aEord and it is no smaller amount than that which 
has been contnibuted by colonies which are more 
wealthy and better placed than ourselves. 

Mr. COX: Sir,-It is regrettable that this 
clebate has taken such a turn. I woulcl like t c  
say here and now that if I thought that it woulCl 
have taken this turn I would have suggested tc 
the Deputy Leader of the House to have a discnssio~ 
with the members of this House beforehand ancl 
test their feelings as to the amount which tbey would 
support. I am sure, Sir. that hononrable members 
will agree with me that no dignified people woulc 
appreciate a gift which comes to thein after so mucl 
criticism; i t  certainly does not speak well for us 
What has happened? We all have seen the picturer 
in the newspapers giving an idea of the disaster whlcl 
befell Antigua, Anguillai, and Barbuda. and we c.al 
truly say that although there has been no loss o+ 
life, from what we have mad those people have suff 
?red greatly indeed and are suffering as a msult o 
the hurricane. The- Governmei~t has, therefore 
decided to show its sympathy in a tangible mannel 
by offering immediate and suhtantial relief. hencl 
this Resolution before the House for $20,000. I woulc 
just like to remind honurabfle members that sometinij 
ago, when there was e fire in St Lucia, this Housc. 
roted the sum of 335,000--$24,000-to assist in the 
relief of the suf-fering and distress in that island 
and not only did the House vote that amount but 
i t  also sent a Resolution of Sympathy. We are not 
sending a Resolution of Sympathy to the ~ e o p l e  of 
Antigua but we are sending them a sum of money 
to assist in  relieving their suffering and distress. I 
will go further and say this: We are hoping, Mr. 
Chairman, for West Indianism; we preach Federa- 
tion af the, West Indies; we are atrtempting to build 
up a nationhood; surely when occurrences of thiz 
sort take place it is our duty to h o w  our sympathy 
not only by passing Resolutions of Sympathy but 
by also sending substantial assistance-financial and 
otherwise-to our less fortunate family, so to speak 
And that is why I have spoken a t  this stage, lest 
some other honourable member might speak in a 
similar strain to that of the junior member for St 
Philip and the senior member for St .  John. I am 
hoping. Mr. Chairman, that if there is any further 
debate on this subject, honourable members will real. 
ize that despite the fact that the people of Antigua 
are in, sap, a poverty-stricken condition at  this par- 
ticular moment, they still have some pdde  a d  a 
sense of dignity and decency and they certain::- 
would not like to b o w  that after this criticism they 
I-ave to accept a gift wch ZIS this. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman,-It is disheart- 
ening to sit here and hear this lengthy debate on 
the proposal to make this cont,ribution to the peopIe 
of Antigua to assist in  relieving their suffering and 

%stress caused by the recent hurricanes. To reduee 
this vote would be to capitalize the misery and 
suffering of those people. 1 see nothing mroug what- 
3ver in g i v i q  $20,000 to the people of Antigu'a : 
it is part of the price we have to pas- for c viliza- 
Lion. I wonder if the senior member 1Cor St. John and 
the junior meniber for St. Philip ever heard of Karl 
Marx's classic statement that those who have the abil- 
ity to give should give to those who are in  leed d. I t  is 
not a question of how mueh we can spare but how 
aluch we can gire and if we ean afford to give thi  
people of Antigua $20,000 we should give i t  to them. 
How do we know that $20,000 may hardly be 
enough to provide some food and clothing for those 
who are in  need? I repeat, Sir, that the reduction 
of this vote would be really capitalizing the suffer- 
ing of the people of A n t i g ~ a .  Think of the childrell 
in that island whose garments are threadbare ancl 
the>- themselres are naked and hungry. I appeal to 
honourable nleinbers to curtail this debate ancl pass 
this Resolution. 

Mr. GARSER : Mr. Chairinan,--At first blush 
one perhaps would think that the sum of $20,000 
mould be too much but on reflection, when you think 
of the poverty, the human suffering and all the other 
things that come in the trail of a hurricane, you could 
not give the people of Antigua less than $20,000. 
$20,000 is not too much. After all, we are dealing 
with h~uinan misery and who can tell when our turn  
will come ? I am not going to vote for any reduction 
at all. Personally, I am engaged now in the parish of 
St. Philip in collecting money for poor, homeless peo- 
ple who have suffered and are still suffering from the 
flood we had here last year. I have seen suffering and 
privation due to that flood and I know that we had 
only a small fraction of a storm during that year. 
The people of Antigua were struck by the full blast 
of a hurricane on two occasions and I can imagine 
what their suffering is to-day. They have untold suf? 
ering and I am going to vote for this $20,000 with 
pride and dignity because I know that it is going to 
rrliere hrunan suffering, irrespective of race, colour 
or creed. When i t  comes to suffering humanity you 
do not ask what is the colour of the people. When a 
storm hits you, it has no regard for your colour. A 
rich man may be reduced to nothing when Nature acts 
and so we have to think of what relief we can give to 
suffering humanity in their hour of distsms. But T 
am going to pass this warning on to the Qovernment : 
It is all well and good to estend sympathy to others 
far  away from you; that is a good sign but at the 
same time you must remember your brethren at home 
also. Charity begins at  home and first things first. 
I want to remind the Government that its commit- 
ments in respect of the last storm have not been 
carried out. I want to warn the Government that 
while i t  is asking us to vote this $20,000 for  the dis- 
tiessecl inhabitants in Antigua, it must also come back 
to this House and get something done for our sufferers 
here rvho up to now have not been re-housed; some 
are still forced to live at  their relatives and friends 
and that is not a state of affairs for a Labour Gov- 
ernment to perpetuate. I tell this Government these 
things in a friendly manner and if it does not listen 
to me its members will be convinced from results. I 
am their friend and I tell them these things in rz 
friendly manner because I have my ears to the  
ground. If you want to maintain your position you 
hare to attend to the needs of the people i n  Barbados 
first. I know two or three cases i n  St.  Philip 
where the people's homes have been entirely 
destroyed and every now and again they come to m? 
and ask me "What about our homes?" They telI 
me "You have repaired some of the damaged homes 
for people who did not have such great damage ancl 



our houses have been conipletely destroyed and qot 
have done nothing about them." I have talked wit1 
some members of the Government and they are stil  
evolving schemes. You have to get beyond the evolv 
ing stage and do something practical. Perforce y o ~  
have to attend to the situation in Barbados too. I all: 
not going to say any more because I believe there arc 
other honourabje members who wish to speak. But  J 
want to say from the depth of my heart that  I am 
willing to vote this $20,000 for  the suffering people 
in Antigua. After all, it is only when we get that 
unity of purpose, that spirit that when one is hurt 
all are hurt, that we shall ever get anywhere. Antigua 
happens to be one of the West Indian Islands. She 
has had her catastrophic day; we too some day might 
have ours. She may not be in the fortunate position 
in  which we find ourselves to-day, although our posi- 
tion is nothing to boast about. But because of our 
ability we are going to share with the people of An- 
tigua and in doing so I am glad to have the honour 
to take part in helping to relieve the unfortunate peo- 
ple who are suffering in  that island. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,-l yield to no 
man, either in  this Chamber or outside it: in my sym- 
pathy for the poor people in  Barbados or elsewhere. 
l think that 1 know sufficient about suffering that if 
1 were not sympathetic I would have to deem my- 
self callous and perhaps inhuman. But, Sir, the 
suffering of the people of Barbados is our particular 
concern and as Members of this House we should 
need uo particular pretext for bringing i t  to the 
attention of the Government or for speechifying 

. about it. This is a democracy and 1 an1 glad to 
know that no false sense of propriety would prevent 
members of this House from expressing their opinions, 
no matter how much others many disagree with 
them. Xow, Mr. Chairman, there is no way 
of assessing the relief that is needed in Antigua. 
This is not a matter of buying a particular site in 
Bridgetown and you can say that this is too much 
money. The next thing is this: The way to judge 
this is whether the Government is giving the sum 
of money that i t  feels i t  can afford to meet the 
obligation that would be placed upon us as fellow 
West Indians and as a people that were threatened 
with the very hurricane that hit Antigua. But up- 
permost in our minds should be this: this is not 
a sum of money for which the people of Antigua 
avked us; they did not send a request for the ade- 
quate amount we could give. This is a matter of 
spontaneous relief to people and we hope that i t  is 
based on commonsense and prudence on the part of 
the Government as fa r  as the finances of this colony 
are concerned. We have not been supplied with a 
financial statement of the colony ; the Government 
is in charge of that and we have to say that the 
members of the Executive Committee who are re- 
sponsible for the h a n c e s  of this colony must know 
 hat they can afford this sum. If there is one thing 
that I wonld like to suggest to the Government, i t  
ic  this: If the Government had followed the method 
of dealing with the disaster in St. Lucia, i t  might 
have stood i t  in good stead because undoubtedly 
while he that gives quickly may give double, money 
a t  the present moment, Sir, is of no use to the people 
of Antigua. They cannot eat the money that we 
cable to them. They want something to eat, some. 
thing to wear and something with which to build 
shelters; those things can go to them whether there 
i s  money forthcoming at the present moment 01- not 
alld am to know that those things are being 
qpnt to them. But if a Resolution of Sympathv with 
the people of Antigua had been tabled b - a a ~  i n  
the Honse and the Government had. in m o ~ ~ i n ~  
it, let h o v  what it had in mind, as i t  did in the 

case of the catastrophe in St. Lucia, l feel sure that 
thw debate would have been avoldea. l have seen 
no official expression of our sympathy wlth the peo- 
ple of Antigua. It would have served the double 
purpose of expressing our sympathy with theln and 
of giving thanks that we have escaped a similar 
disaster. This is a point I am going to make to 
Barbadibns - and l think that members of this 
House are Barbadians: I t  is not a good thing for  
Earbadians to look around to see that Jamaica gives 
so much of British Guiana gives so much when a 
clisaster befalls a West Indian colony. Go to the 
island of -4ntigua and see how many Jamaicans are 
there and count the number of Barbadians there are 
and you wiU probably say that our contribution is 
more to Barbadians than to Jamaicans or British 
Guianese. I am unable to supply the figures but 1 
know that Barbadians occupy prominent positions 
in those colonies. We have many Barbadians in the 
Police Force of the Leeward Islands and that is a 
thing which Barbadians should remember because 
they can be found not only all over the West In- 
dies but all over the World. I have very much 
pleasure in supporting this Resolution but I am sorry 
that we are not expressing the sympathy of the peo- 
ple's Wpresentatives and the people of this colony 
m a Resolution of Sympathy by itself to-day and let 
the money Resolution follow nest week hecause I 
am convinced that while, as I said, g:ving quickly 
is probably giving double, money a t  thls stage is not 
as tangible a gift as immediate relief with food, 
clothing, and something with which to build shelters. 
I hope that perhaps before this meeting ends we 
ma- pass a Resolution of Sympathy or we lcay re- 
~ a r d  this as the Resolution of Sympathy. 

31r. ALLDER: 1 am going t o  ask permission 
YJ withdraw my amendment- which has not been 
;econcled and to second the amendment of the junior 
nernber for St. Philip. Whatever other honourable 
nemhers may say dbont my having approached this 
k o l n t i o n  in 'a very unsympathetic attitude and 
with a lack of discretion, I am actuated by the re- 
marks relative to the finances of this colony made 
by a member of the Executive Committee who, in  my 
upinion, knows and also by the fact that a year 
ago we had a similar disaster and in the parish whlch 
I represent-I do not care what other honourable 
members feel-the suffering of the people h,& gone 
unheeded. I have made approaches to those who 
could have relieved such sufPering and a year has 
gone and no assistance h w  been given to some of 
them. I cannot see the suffering in  Antigua. I 
can only imagine what it is from the reports I read 
in the newspapers but  I know and see the suffering 
which exists here and has been existing over a year 
ago and we have not been responsive enough t& 
hare that suffering removed. I do not want to get 
fame and be looked upon as a gentleman who is of ?a 
charitable disposition in the world. I want to ap- 
proach my politics from a matter-of-fact attitude. 1 
say that $20,000 is too much. The senior member for 
St. Joseph who Imo~vs has said that the Government 
cannot commit itself to any further capital expendi- 
ture land as long as a year ago the Government re- 
fused to give assistance to some of the sufferers, es- 
pecially those who live in the parish which T repre- 
sent. There is still a house 14ft by 8ft -I mnst re- 
peat it- 

T H E  CHAIRMAN : I draw the honourable 
member's attention to the, Resolution. 

Mr. A U D E R  : Mr, Chairman,-I am sticking 
to the Resolution. 

THE CHATRJfAN : Bat yon ha~-e said already l 

all that you are saying now. 



tired of saying it. 
Tllck ( i T L ~ J l < J I L \ ~ :  I h ,  1 m 1  t iwd P: \-t7:ir]n? 

).on s q -  i t .  
JII-. ,iI,LL)EZ~ : I iugprst, Nr. Chwirrnsii w t h  

p lxr  lwrmi+,ioil th:lt yoli ;lhient poorself ; f  ' : v  iIr(, 

tired. 
l'he CIILIIRJLIS: l object to that remark arid 

I ask you to withdmn. it. 
Ilr. ALLIDER: 1 hare no desire to refuse to 

~ ~ i t l i d r i ~ ~ v  any reniark wl~ich I inay make but I pre- 
faced my relnarli By asking your permission and yoil 
did not object. 

Thc ('HA 1 KXAX : 1 am not going to allow yon 
to c~ontinue to ~ l , ~ > ~ l i  until you d h d r a w  that remark. 

Xr .  ALIIDER : If you desire me to witlidram the 
renlarlc I do so. 1 cXannot sit here and pass a Resolu- 
tion to relievc snffering in  another colony of the same 
kind that exist\ l r r e  over a ycar ago. 1 want to bs 
frank. The senior iilenzber for St. George talked 
about sentime~lt and Karl Xars.  The hononrable 
mernhv swmi not to be ahlc to nntlcrstantl I\T:lrl 
Mars and his doctrine. If he want to misapply i t  110 
can do so but Harl Xarx- 

The CHSIRMAN: I do not vant  to hear any- 
thing abont Rarl  31arx. 

Mr. GARSER:  Mr. Chairman,-I beg to mov0 
that you report progress and ask leave to sit again. 

Mr. TTILKINRON: I beg to second that. 
7% cluf,stion that thp Chairman report progrvss 
and ask leave to sit again is put and resolved in thc 
affirmative ~vithout division. 

The CHAIRMAX reports and the House resumes. 
On the motion of DR. CVXMINS, seconded by Mi: 

Cox, the ITouse in adjourned until 5.30 o'dock. 

On re-assembljng, 
Mr. COX: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to lay the Reply 

to Question KO. 15. standing in the name of the hon- 
ourable junior member for St.  Andrew. 

Xr .  F. I, TTTALCOTT : I beg to lay the rep lie^ 
to Question S o .  19, standing in the name of the hon 
ourable scnior member for Christ Church. 

Dr. CIT3 l~ l1SS  : I beg to lay the Reply to Ques 
tion KO. 13, standing in the name of the honourable 
junior member for St. Thomas; and the Replies t c  
Questions Xo. 20, standing in the name of the honoer 
a b l ~  senior member for  the City. 

Nr.  SPEAKER : On the adjournl~~ent  the IIOUS( 
was in Committee of Snpply. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House re 
sumed Colnnlittee of Stzpply, Nr. X ~ E I T H  being in thc 
Chair. 

COh'TRI13LTTlOX TO RELIEF OF SUFFERING FRO31 THE 

HTJRRICAXE IN  ASTIG'CTA 

?*fr. CII;ATRNA4?; : When the House was in Coin 
mittee of Snpply before the adjournlnent me mer 
considering a Reqolntion to place the sum of $20,00 
at the disposal of the Goreriior-in-Executivr Commii 
tre to supplement the Estimates. 1950-51. No. 25 
vhich form the Schedule to this Resol~~tiou. Th 
honourable senior member for St. John was speakin: 

Xr. ALTBER : Mr. Chairman,-I do not mar 
to continae the debate any longer. I i ant it to b 
clearly understood that it is not my feeling that th; 
sum of $20.000 is too much for the relief of the peopl 
of Antigua; hut aceorcling to  hat T takp the finanec 

, a i.r.iult of the fitioo~l which took place in  t h v  cololiy 
it year, 1 lee1 that \le sllo~!d 1101 itt this ;i'~l(: 2l'dllf 

lis money to Antigua. 
JIr.  WILICIXSOK: This Resolution ~s nut a 

a1 . t~  IneaxLre. \17hat I do think is that umnblkrs 
' tile Esec.utire Committee in their a l i s ic t~ ,  perhaps 
atural, to show the people of Aiitigna tlmt Iiarbatlos 
impathises ~ ~ i t h  them j n  thc ealaivity which ha-, bp- 
tllen them, acted too hurriedly. I think that if the 
oilourable senior member for St. Tho~nas h d  today 
ltroduced a Resolntion of sympathy with a sfilail 
,ken perhaps, a i d  hacl unofiicially co~wulted the 
lembers of all the Parties ilk the House. W 

.oulcl have saved a good deal of unncces+ary ciis- 
ussion today. T h e n  the honourable member told 
le that the amount which it was proposed to wli: the 
1o1.s~ to 1-ote JTas $20,000 1 ?xpresred surprise and 
thought that the aulount Triis rather on the generous 

itle. lTThilc I do i ~ o t  iilteud to vote against i h c  Reso- 
ntion as we all synipatl~iv most iiliwwly u i t11  thoic 
k-ho have suffered in Antigua, we 11in\t reme~Lber that 
UP ourselves are not out of the wood as yet. J do hope 
hat in  voting this aluoinit of money we are not allow- 
ng our h ~ i t r t ~  to ('ill'1.y RiTil!. h~ i l tk .  1 110 think 
hat if a different nletho~l had been aclopted in deal- 
a g  with this matter- no doubt i t  was the anxiety of 
nenibers of thc Execntive Committee to get 5o~nethir1g 
ione quiclcly, which made them adopt this method of 
)lacing t h ~  Resol1,tion before ns without any previous 
lotirc-it would l ~ a w  meant the delay of a v ~ l k  or 
1 fortnight and we would ham saved a lot of un- 
leceshary discussion today. We, on this side of t h ~  
Fable iiitcncl to rotc for the Resolntion :E it would 
ippear to be nngracjous to Antigua if x e  siipportetl 
i recluction of thc anmunt. With thosr remarks I beg 
o inform Bo~~olirabk mcmb~rs that we agree to this 
tesolution. 

Nr. BIOTTLEP: I n  connection with a Resolu- 
ion of this sort it is e~stomary,  as the htinonrable 
unior member for St. Jaines has said, to throw out 
1 hint to honourable members beforehand and see 
lxactly what the position will be in orcler to avoid 
my undue criticism on the floor of the llouse 
i t  cannot be argued that the amount of this 
Resolution is too much money for affording re- 
lief to Antigua, because $120,000 would not be 
oo much money for the purpose ; but my argmnent is 
hat $20,000 seems to be generous, coming from Barba- 
10s. 1 am s~ppor t ing  the Resolntion, but it is tim+ 
y for lionourable nlcrnbers to talc? the opportunity 
)f letting the Government know that charity begins 
it horn?. T mppose that evei*pone of 11s appreciates 
h e  speed with which the Government Iias brought 
30~~x1 this Resolution to assist fellow West Indians ;n 
this catastrophe which has befallen them from an act 
?f nature : but yoir cannot help feeling that right here 
at home there are persons who have snfferecl from a 
Rood a year ago and they hai-P not pet been u~lievrd. 
This is an oppnrtnnc time to let the Government know 
that it is hardly fair to rspcdite this i n a t t ~ r  in rcsprrt 
of affording relief to Antigua and not expedite a 
ficheme foi* the relief of peoplc here at home. Only 
a few d a p  ago it was brought to my notirc that the 
Chur~hwarden of St. Kiehael actually sent a letter to 
the Governor-in-Execntivc-Committee asking for some 
asGst?ncr in the rrpairs of houses in St. Michacl made 
necessary as a result of the heavy rains-there wer? 
numbers of people coming to him-and the Governor- 
in-Esecutiw Committee replied to the effect that they 
are conqidering the matter. Tf you.have a responsible 
Board representinc to the Go\-ernmmt that people 



are suffering as a resuit of bad ~ ~ e a t h c r ,  the Govern- 
meut say that they 'we consicleriug the matter and 
then they inuiiediately come to the relief of people in 
Antigua, i t  must show that it is time that they come 
out of their lethargy with regard to the needs of the 
people in the matter of housing. I see that sonle Ilon- 
ourable n l e n l b ~ ~ s  are laughing, b1.t they tuight laugi: 
a t  the fact that some of them who are members of the 
Executive Colnmittee do not even liuo~l- of the exist- 
ence of that letter. The honourable junior member for 
St.  Andrew, speaking with me just a fevi moments a@), 
has said that he was prepared to snpport this Resoln- 
tion bnt there were ,till proplc in St. Andrew who 
have riot yet got anywhere to live. Any criticism 
which we offer here totlax is not criticisru. in respecl 
of granting nzoney to Antigua, but we ~ n u s t  remind 
honourable members of the Government - we warn 
them that we will usc this action towards Antigka as 
something against them. We can say that we are in 
sympathy with Antigua but merely to say that we arc 
in  sympathy with them is not enough; we want to let 
them see that we really appreciate the plight in which 
they are. I throw out the hint that there should not 
he any mistake that we of the Opposition are unmind- 
ful  of our duty to the people of this colony who have 
suffered as a result of the flood and who ha1-e not yet 
been relieved; the Opposition cannot make the 
Government expedite the matter and I would like to 
s;,y that we have not heard anything about the lfinntl 
which had been opened by the "Advocate" wbrcribed 
to by the general public and handed over to the 
Colonial Secretary. A year has passed and nothing 
has been heard about that. IIowever the rriticism of 
the honourable senior member for St. John might be 
taken, 1 say that it is not untimely for us to use that 
criticism; bot I appeal to the honourable member to 
show his manhood in voting for this Resolution be- 
cause two wrongs do not_111alie a right. T e  are grate- 
ful  that this calamity passcd us by and today we 
are  giving relief to Antigua ; British Gniana has made 
a contribution of $5,000 and i t  does appear that what 
me are giving is a large amoant. I appreciate th13 
action of Mr. Bustamante of Jamaica; Jamaica's 
mtional inconle is four times as much as ours and 
not only did they give SE.3,000 but Mr. Bustamante 
actually had a Resolution passed to the 1-nited Sations 
Organization, I regret that this Governnlent did not 
pass a Resolution as well. T suppose the entire MTest 
Indies will contribnte about $100,000 through their 
Governments and I heard over the radio that the 
Nother Country is waiting to see what is needed. It 
must never be forgotten, as the honourable junior 
member for the City has said, that he who gix-e,' 
quickly gives twice. I say if i t  should happen that 
another calamity should take place in any other part 
of the 'ITTest Indies and wc had to comc to the aid of 
o u  people-if you had to come back here tomorrow 
with a money Resolution for the purpose - T au: 
practically sure that thcre arc those of us who will 
support i t ;  bnt me must say that you are not p l a y i ~ g  
the game in not relieving the distress of some people 
who sr.ffered as a result of the last flood in  this 
colony. One of your strongest supporters, the hon. 
ourable senior member for Sc Philip. has actndlys 
told you so. T hope that the members of the Govern. 
ment will not just sit and be strong headed; it is nr 
use fooling us that anybody else is responsiblc f o ~  
keeping back this matter. 1 have heard the honoilr 
able senior member for St. Philip and the honourable 
junior member for St. Lucp representing the easc foi 
their respective parishes. Tt is true that some of tht 
sufferers have been attended to bnt if i t  can be arquec 
that all the money which Tvas ~ o t ~ d  has been cxpendd 

the Governnlent has given absolutely no account of the 
nloiley vhicli has been handed orer to the ' ' Advocate ' '. 
The honourable senior menlber for St. Philip says that 
there are still people in that parish who haye not been 
rcl~eved: we are voting this money here today and it 
earlnot take one year to relieve the sufferers in 
~ln t igna .  if we had met last 'Tuesclay this Resol~~tion 
15~1uld hare been passed. Lt is good to be charitable 
ancl i t  is also good to be fair ;  do not let us fool our- 
selves, the people of this colony will not begrudg? the 
people of Antigua this aid which we are giving them 
but they will Jolt1 the Government responsible for 
n o t  gk iug  the assistanc~e which they need. In  1l1y 
capacity as a menlber of the Yestry of St. 31ichdeJ 
I have seen the list of the selected few who have been 
helpcd and I do not think that the right thing has been 
clone. T am voting for this Kesolntion and although 
i t  111ight appear to somc honourable members that the 
criticisins which have hem made here today arc1 un- 
e;ravions, T say that they are not untimely; bwause 
while Me rote for this Resolntion we must let it be 
Inlown that we are mindful of the fact that chadtp 
must begin at home. We cannot say that y o ~ l  arc 
jnst if yon do not look after the needs of the people2 
of this island who have snffered in a s imi la~  manner 
though not the extent, to the people of Antigua. 

Xr.  DOWDING: 1 must compliment the Gov- 
ernment on having brought down this Resolution. I, 
personally, have no criticism to offer to this Resolu- 
tion : in my opinion, they hare done as much as they 
can do and I think that  the effort is an admirable 
one. The amount is in no way too generous and 1Te 
shonlcl realise that we oiwselves might be placed in 
t similar position on some future day. But, Mr. Chair- 
nan, I an1 craving your indulgence to add my voice 
o the voices of those honourable members who have 
mightly, justly and correctly criticized the Govern- 
nent for heing so slow ill getting off the mark- 
;hey havr been indEc*ient in my opinion-when i t  
.onies to dealing with similar mishaps, if they were 
lot to the silme extent as in the case of Antigua, 
which befell the people of this island last year. 1 
remind them that in 1!448 this House passed an  Ad- 
lress when high winds damaged houses in quite a 
uumber of parishes in this island and up to now that  
matter has not been settled. To put the blame on the 
Lack of staff in the Secretariat, and on this, that  and 
the other, in a matter of this jnlportance is being 
very, very veak.  I have before me a list of people 
whose hoiwes were damaged in the parish of St. 
George with the specifications, the amount of lumber 
which is needed for the repairs of each house, and 
so on, and i t  would be a simple matter for the Gov- 
ernment, if the Secretariat is ovcrloaded with work, 
to employ a Barbadian who can handle this simple. 
job of deciding how much money should be given to  
the suffering people and let us get something done. I 
do not intend to continue in that  strain any longer; 
the honourable senior member for St. Thomas has 
told me-and if I speak incorrectly he will correct 
me-that this matter is being attended to and that  
within two weeks something will be done. (Dr. CUM- 
MINS: Within a month). I am here publicly stating 
that  the honourable senior member for  St. Thomas 
has said that within a month the matter will be. 
attended to; if within that time nothing has 
been done I shall definitely continue this discussion 
from where I left off this afternoon and 1 shall be 
much stronger than I have been thjs afternoon. 

Mr. RRBNCKER: I am not supporting the 
motion for the reduction of this amount because in 
these days when we are so federation-minded and 
West Tndies conscious. to reduce this amount would 
be a very unfortunate gesture. I must confess that  1: 
do not regard this amount as being excessive by any 
means, having rcgard to the magnitude of the dis- 



astcir and the fact that we are a neighbour to Anti- 
gua and that \\-tX are ap to the moment in a compar- 
ati17ely solrent 5tnte ill so fa r  as  the Colonial Treas- 
ury is ~'onccrnt~d. Another reasoll whj- 1 am support- 
ing this Eesolntion is that  the Goverliment can re- 
gard i t  as a prcceclent to assist local cases which are 
equally deserrillg a5 this one is, not only from the 
stantlpoiilt of thrk s p e d  a t  ~vhich they are rendering 
assistance but also from the standpoint of the mag- 
nanin~ous scalcx on n-hich the assistance is being ren- 
dered. I presume that this Resolution will be passed 
and there will be a precedent for the Go\ enlinent to 
follow, bearing in nlind that charity begins a t  home 
and that when disasters take place in various parts 
of lilt: island the Government will move as speedily 
and as thoroughly as they have niored in  respect of 
Antigua. I t  is known that there are well-grounded 
coniplaints a h  t o  how speedily the Government can go 
to the rescucA of some parishes and how tardy they are 
in going to thc aid of others. I hope that the passing 
of this Itesolutiou will be regardrd as a precedent tllnf 
the Goveriment 17-111 ~ O V C  as eff~rtively as the' 
propose to d o  in this vaw. 

Dr. Cl_'h1N INS : Before you pnt the question, 
Mr. Cl~airman. th(>re are one or two points to which 
.I mould like to iq7ly. The Gouesnment did not come 
to any hasty conclwion in arriring a t  this amount 
as solne hononr;rble nierilbers think; we argued that 
the C:overnmrnt made a grant of zf25,000 to  St. 
Lizcia when thr.rf. was only the devastation of Cas- 
tries and  low j u  the case of Antigua where the tle- 
vastation is ruow widespread, extending throughout 
the island except the Capital and where more people 
are to be housed, fed and clothed, me should grant 
this $20,000. This sum was even considered to be a 
small snni but. ~~nfortnnately,  we could not do any- 
thing more. T frel that we are justified in taking 
this conrsc. W i t l ~  uegard to the honourable senior 
member for St. John, his opposition is centred 
around two things; first of all, he said 'tie v a c  
by thr  Leader of the House that the (4orernment 
could not afford any espenclitnre. JT7hat the Leader 
of the Ho~rse saicl was that we cannot afford any 
capital expenditnre. This money is not capital es-  
penditnre autl thc Government does not propose to 
go in for  anp capital expenditure until a revision of 
the situation has been made. q T e  linow the mess we 
have been left in  (Mr. M ~ T L E Y :  P u t  in)  and until 
that mew has h w n  cleared up me do not intencl to 
embark on any capital expenditure. The other thing 
is that the honourable member m o ~ e d  the adjourn- 
ment of the House a d  spoke about the damage 
which was done to a house by a large boulder. 1 
want to pojnt ont lhat  the Government is committed 
to a policp of helping people in  the event of a hurri  
cane or a slorm taking place and causing derasta 
tion; we c3a;nnot help every incliviclual case ~vhiel 
comes up because if we did that where would we end7 
If there is a heary rainfall and something has h a p  
pend you cannot expect the (+overnment to come tr 
the assistancc of people in a11 snch cases; -\re have F 
policy and we intend to keep to that policy. I n  case 
thcre is a storm or hurricane or flood causing devas 
tation we are committed to helping people and W C  

&re going to keep to that policy. 
One or. t n o  honourablr me~nberq referred tc 

British Cmiana's rontribution; British Gaiana is 2 
big placc, it is true, and i t  i9 not in the hurricane 
zone. I do 11ot suppose that British Guiana will ever 
have a Tiurric.ane, and therefore British Gniana can 
not sympathize with the people of Antigua in thc 
same way as Barbados sympathises with them. I car 
remember one or two hurricanes that  we had and l 
remember the. devastation which was canserl b? 
those hnrricauc~.  When British Gniana wakes E 
grant of $4,800 v-c  rill realiw that that is a tokcr 
of her synipatl~y. 

Iliuch has been n m l t  0 1 '  the bituation locally; 
io'uody deplores illore thail r r c  do the long delay in 
.ellevlng the peopic ~ r i ~ c g  s a f i e r d  as a result of the 
ast flood. The llonourablc junior inen~ber for St. 
Jeorge says that nobody could belieye that this 
lelay is due to the position in the Secretariat; but 
>very now and then the Secretariat has been in a 
opsy-turvy condition with Colonial Secretaries com- 
iig and going, and we hare not been able to arri7-e 
i t  any conclusion i11 this m a t t e ~ ;  we havc not been 
~ b l e  to finalise allything. i told the honourable 
nember that within a month TT-e will be a t b  to 
inalise the matter bemuse Mr. Jemniott, a Barba- 
lian, has talien over dntiea ill the. Secretariat. Up 
.o today one of our rtlenibers told mo that this 
natter \\-as being worked npon. \Ye cannot be ex- 
~ecteci to go into the Secretariat a i d  do the work; 
rheu the matter is finalised and the position is 
placed before us, we will pass thc money as speedily 
IS possible. 1 T\ ant it to be rcaalisect that  those mcm- 
J?lY  rho have criticised LLS aclrerscly over the lack 
~f a settlement of the situation in connection with 
hhe last flood do nut sympathise with the sufferers 
more than we do, but we cannot help onrselves. 

The honourable junior inembcr for the City made 
a point which 1 thought would answer, and i t  is in 
connection ~ 6 t h  a Resolution of sylnpathy being sent 
to Antigua. It is true that we said we would express 
our svinpathy in the niost tailgibie way, but the 
Officer responsible for administering the Government 
lid by cable express the sympathy of the people of 
Barbados with the people of Antigua in the calamity 
which befell them. Relative to the paint made by the 
honourable senior member for the City about the 
Churchwarden of St. Michael writing to the Govern- 
ment asking for help i n  thr repairs of houses after 
some recent rains and the Cror~rniilent replying that 
they were considering- the matter, 1 want to say that 
I was not here at the time, brit my infornzatiioii is that 
the Churchwardell asked for help from the Labour 
Wel fa r~  Fnnd. which is a different matter. TfTe have 
a policy, I repeat, and we are prepared to stick to it. 

Mr. LEWIS: I have to thank the honourable 
member for noting my point. but I think that if a 
cable has been sent to Antigua expressing the sym- 
pathy of the people of this colony, such a cable should 
have been put in the Press. 

The question that this Resolution be reduced by 
$8,000 was put  and ~esolved in the negative, t h e  
Chairman declaring: " I  think the Noes have it." 

The question that  this Resolution do now pass: 
was put  and resolred in the affirmative without divi- 
sion. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A BRITISH WEST INDIAN 
METE0ROLOGICd;L SERVICE 

Dr. CURIMIKS: I n  connection with the previ- 
ous Resolutioi~ which we were considering-a Reso- 
lution to place the sum of $3,600 at  the disposal of 
the Governor-in-Execntive Committee to supplement 
the Estimates 1950-51. Par t  I. Cnrrent, as  shovrn in  
the Supplementary 3stimates. 1950-51, No. 21, which 
form the Schedule to thiq Resohition-I think, Mr. 
Chairman, that honourable members are willing to 
continue the consideration of that Resolution. 

Mr. MTILICINSON : The hononrable senior 
member for  St. Thoma? has airen me some inform- 
ation since we postponed the consideration of this 
Resolution today and I intend to vote for the Reso- 
lution now. But I must warn the honourable member 
that we must have more notice of important matters 
like this one. From what the honourable member h ~ s  
told me I think it was possible to give us a little 
longer notice so that we could appreciate for  what 
we are voting. The purpose of this Resolution is 
apparently to get weather reports from the  
weather bureau a t  Bcrnlnda a l ~ d  else~rhere and I 
appreciate that it is important to continue that  



service. I ~~-oulcl like to point out that this 1s one 
of the her\ ices atarteci b j  the Uolonlal Del-elopnleilt 
and l\-elfare Cirganlzatioil allcl t i i~ :  ha1 e now said : 
"Il'e haye silonil you v hat we ilave done and ~ o u  
must bear the burLien of carrying lt ou." l\-e did llot 
realise what the expense was going to be; l thrnii 
the honourauie niwlber would 56 torc\~-arned that 
the C;overnamlt cannot C'OIIT~~~US!!> ieud cloirli Re&+ 
lutioils ELL such short rlotice a n d  expect t l ~ u  to be 
passed. 

'1Le y u c s t ~ n  t l~u t  this Redu t iou  do now pass 
was put arld re5oh ecl 111 the af'lirn~ativc without 
division. 

Ou the iuct~oll of i h .  C C ~ S ~ I A ~ .  seco~ldcd ?J) ,!I,. 
COX, tllc C~alR. ,ra- \  reported the passing o:' tibu Hesu- 
'Luticm> 111 Clolmnittee of Supply. 

Mr. SPEAKFA rvsnuled the C'hsir and reported 
~~coordingly. 

011 nzotiolzs of Dr. CCTSI\I_~II~S, beconcled by Mr. 
Cos in eac.11 case, the Resolutions passed in Comnlit- 
tee wr.e iaeacl a first ancl scconcl time and agreed to. 

NENTAL i lEALTii  GILL, 1920. 

Dr.  CCJLl1ISB : I abli laam to deal u i th  Urde, 
3 as the next Order of the Day. 

r i  lhere bexg no objection, leave \ras granted 
the honourable member. 

I E I :  The next Order of the Day 
stands in  the name of the honourable senior mem. 
ber for St. Thomas: Second reading of a Bill t o  
anlend the lan- relating to persolis of unsomd mind 
and for purposes connected therewith. 

Dr. CUMMINX: This Bill seeks to amend t h e  
Lunacy Act. TVe do not propose to create more 
lunatics; what we hope to be able to do is to find 
luuatics who are outside the institution and put 
them i n d e .  The object of this Bill is to bring 
the law into line mith that which obtains in other 
countries. I t  is proposed to change the definition 
of some terms wIiich were quite all right some time 
ago but which have now become somewhat offensive 
and sometimes misleading. For instance, the x~ortl 
"lunatic" will be changed ancl we will use i u s t a d  
the term "pcrson of unsound mind" or "inental 
patient"; a d  the word "asyluiii" will be replaced 
by the t e r n  "mental hospital". The n e v  term 
I I person of unsound mind" will cover idiots, 

imbeciles, feeble-minded persoin ancl moral defcc- 
tives; that is the main purpose of this Bill. As  1 
have said, it is proposed to amend the Lunacy Act 
and bring i t  into line with derelopments which have 
taken place in  other countries. Clauses 3 to 5 of 
the Rill deal with the manageme'nt of the mental 
hospital following the lines of the existing law: 
Clauses 12 and l.? follow the law mdlich exists in the 
TJnited Kingdom aad other places. Trinidad has 
adopted similar legislation and we propose to bring 
our legislation into line. T beg to move that this Bill 
be now read a second time. 

Mr.  COX: 1 beg to second that.  
Mr. LEWIS: Natnrally 7 mould not know 

much about this Bill, but I have attempted to dis- 
cuss the subject with someone vho has had experi- 
ence nutsicle Barbados T have had it mentioned to 

~nariilli-ec.a a fair trial or what. TJTe have some 
\tLry peculiar ruethods of doing thinm i u  Barbados; 
a o l w  people admire ttieru, but I do not think that. 
t h ~ y  a rc  enlulatecl so much. 1 have mentioned 
sol~lcthing which has been drawn to my attention 
; i ~ ~ t l  I inonticin i t  here so that the honourable mem- 
lic~r in eharge of this Bill may be able to enlighten 
~ u , .  i i ~  t o  ~ l m t  he knons of the methods adopted 
o~~tsi t lc  I:;irbid~s in dealing with people of unsound. 
inil~cl. Wifll the method adopted here some peo- 
~ d t k  fccl that xou surround a person who might, be 
tleclared to be of unsound mind as you would 
~ ~ I L I . I Y ; L ~ ~ ~ I  a c.ltilniua1 . It is true that you have ona 
or rucl  :nec!ical men nwmbers of tbe Board and 
it i, on thcir advice that you have to be guided 
as to ~vhcthcr a person is of nnsound mind or  not. 
J rucntion the point for what i t  is worth and T hope 
that the matter has received the attention of the 
Aiithoritics now that they arc trying to he more 
humane, now that they are trying to regard this 
q~w\tiou of lnnacy as a g  unfortunate affliction 

altugctiier out of the realm of anything criminal. 
X r .  AIOTTLEY: I n  this R111 it is proposed 

to make changes in  the sense that you are changing 
[erins, as will be seen from paragraph 2 of the 
" Objects and Reasons." That  paragraph bays - 
"Certain terms such as 'lunatic' and 'asylum' have 
been replaced by the terms, 'person of umowzd 
mind', 'meutal patient7 and 'mental hospital. ' Xn 
aclclition, the meaning of the term 'lwrson of an- 
sound mind' has been extended, by the interpreta- 
tion Clause, to cover idiots, imbeciles, feeble-minded 
persons and moral defectives." For many years I 
thought i t  was necessary for u s  to have some place for  
housing people other than those whom medical prac- 
titioners would term mental cases. Every day you 
,ee in Bridgetown anci in other districts people who 
dre mentally clef ective, feeble minded and 60 on ; you 
find some of them nearer to you than you expect at  
times. You can have a Board of Lunacy held private- 
ly and that would bring a person out of the criminal 
sphere ; you can have a Board of Lunacy held outside 
the precincts of the Law Court and I suppose a Nagis- 
:rate should be there for the purpose of seeing that 
there is a fair trial. It is not unknown that people 
conspire to have others sent to the Mental Hospital 
with the aid of grrsons other than Police Magistrates. 
r .;honld never like to see persons who have had judicial 
raining cut ont of these proceedingr; you want to 
rive people a fair trial and that is why, T sqpose ,  
rou have a Magistrate, a Justice of the Peace and . 
nedical men when a Board of Lunacy is being held. 
\Tow yon are arnending the law and whexeas the place 
vhere insane people or people who are n~entally un- 
xdanced are sent was called Jenkinsville or the 
Lunatic Asylnm, you now propove to call it the Mmta? 
Yospital; but you are also extending the meaning of 
he term "person of unsound mind" to cover idiots 

and so on. I should like to say that some people are 
born mentally defective and others are born idiots but 
they are harmless. None of us would like to know that 
1n3~ of our offspring o r  relatives whom Nature had I m+--and T mention i t  now for the benefit of the not endowed with the ability to understand things 

honourable senior member for St. Thomaq who will 
e be able to help' me - that in  Barbados if we have 

to  declare n wrson to be one of unsound mind, it 
is done on the lines of regarding snch a person as a 
rrirninill. What T mean is-T do not think it  happens 
in manv other countries of thp world- that a Police 
Magistrate is to bc R n~cinber of the Roaril rh i rh  
ha, to clrclar~ a ~wrson to bc one of ~ ~ n s n n n d  mind. 
T do not lolon- if t h ~  ~ x m c r r c c  of thc 37acri \ t r~t~ 

2." 

has been placed in the Mental Hospital among insane 
people; it is necessary to have a placc to  send people 
~ h o  have bg~oilrp idiots or otherwise after taking too 
much alcohol. T would likq to know that arrangements 
will be  mad^ whereby feeble-minded people will be 
tseated separate and distinef from insane people, other 
wisp Ire will hr ciitting hem and passinrr a Bill which. 
T am cixrp. will not inept: with the approval of t h ~  
~ I W C Y B ~  ~ n h l i ~ .  S ~ r e l y  some of 11s might have under 

\ 



our care persons n ho might be mentally defective and 
1;i t. r~ ould not like to laow that they are placed in  the 
Xental llospital among lnsane people. 1 think that V e 
should be given some ~uldertakmg before n e can pass 
this Bill. A person might be mentally defective as 
many of us are today, but he mightnot bea luna l~c ;  
and if we pass this Bill as it stands, such a person cau 
be placed in the Mental Hospital. MThile 1 agree that 
there is the necessity for a mental hospital or a rest 
hou,e, the position is s i m h  to that in which there 
is a boy who has been caught stealing or throwing 
stones across the street and he is sent to 1)oclds to be 
refornlecl; he comes from Dodds with a stigma and he 
is marked i11 Barbados for life. If you visit the St.  
Michael's infirmary you will find quite a number 01 
imbeciles ancl freble-minded people and they are not 
the type of prople who should be p ~ t  in the Mental 
IIospital. There is the necessity for an institutioil 
for housing imbeviles and feeblr-minded people and 
1 clo not think that such an institution should be 
erected within the precincts of any mental hospital. 1 
renlember well that we used to have a well-known 
character arouuci Bridgetown known as "Tsthmns"; 
how often did you hear people say that shc rhould 
be placed in some institution if only for the reason 
of maintaining the dignity of womanhood? It was 
always borne in  mind that you could not conipel her 
to remain in the Ahhouse a t  all, but there should be 
some other itistitntion where she could be placed and 
cared for. l want to point out that anybody can make 
all application to haw a Board of Lunacy held, but 
I do not think it would be fair to have that action 
taken in respcvzt of a person who is just an idiot-it 
would not he fair to send him to the Nental Hospital 
and put him with mother person who is an  open 
hinstic. That wonld be the end of that person. People 
who are sane have got to do things in the interest of 
the feeble-minded some of whom display more in- 
telligence than ;L lot of other people. I should like 
to hear the honourable senior member for St. Thomas 
speak on the points which 1 have raised. I should 
like t,o see something done for imbeciles and snch 
people as are set out here; we should not want to set- 
people thrown into the Mental Hospital because it 
may be cheap to do so. 

Mr. BKAPP: JTl~ile i t  is possible to emphasize 
too much the thiugs mentioned by the last speaker. 
04 the other hand we must pay more attention to the 
dangers to which attention has been called. W-me the 
methods proposed to be employed i n  respect of this 
matter might be very well suited to other countries, 
that might not be the case in  a small place like B p  
bados. I n  the T;l?ited Kingdom people can be sent 
to an  institution and that is known by a few people 
but in Barbados that might not be the case. Another 
p i n t  is that i n  the outside world science ha4 so 
advanced that it is recognised in  very many cases 
that a person might not be insane in the accepted 
sense of the word, and he wonld not need to be put  
in a mental hospital. It may simply be a case calling 
for  psycho-analysis. If it had not been for the treat- 
ment of a skilled doetor, persons who were not insane 
would probably h a w  been put in the M e ~ t a l  Hospital. 
I think we ueed in this island more modern methods 
of dealing with these people who are  et out in  this 
Bill. 1 remember that after the last War a man was 
placed i n  the Mental Hospital, unjustifiably he told 
me, where he mixed with the insane persons 
down there ancl that made him worse than he was. 
There are people who are not really insane and they 
are questioned by two or  three doctors who come to 
the conclusion that they are insane and they are se@ 
to the Mental Hospital. There are cases which call for 

nore expert attention than others. Here we are wiclen- 
ng the meaning of the term "person of uasomJc1 
nind" to cover idiots, imbeciles morally defective per- 

and SO on;  in the opinion of two doctors, a i\La;y- 
istrate and a Justice of the Peace, a person might Le 
norally defective, but they may not be absotutely 
s u e  about that. Under our present lam anybody 
:an report that a person-is mentally defect i~~e;  that 
pcrson is placed among others in the Court and after 
;xarnination he might be sent to the Mental Hospital. 
A person might be suffering from bad nerves and that 
might affect his mind. I am hoping that we mill 
have a more expert method of dealing with these 
particular cases. 1 really do not like the procedure 
to which these people are subjected and I suppost. 
that we will soon have before us a Resolution to  X- 

tend facilities at  the XKental gospital. I am throtvillg 
o u t  the ~ ~ a r n m g  that a very big exteission is being 
made i n  this Bill and i t  does not appeal to my mind 
at  all. I have been in the Courts and I have spoken p 
3Iagistrates who h a ~ ~ e  said they were never convinced 
that some people x-ere really insane, and those people 
have been take11 to the Mental Hospital. 

Mr.  DOTTDlXG : I hope that the honourable 
member who introduced this Bill will fully explain 
the need for such a Measure. I hope that this Rill 
is not the legacy of some imported official; I hope 
that it is not before us because some official feels that 
because conditions i n  England necessitate a Measure. 
mch as this, i t  must be put  into force i n  Barbados 
I. should like to hear from the honourable Introducer 
the reasons and the necessity for a Bill of this kind, 
I view the Bill in a serious light; if under this 
Bill any of our brothers and sisters who happen to be 
feeble-minded but absolutely inoffensive a n d 
harmless can be placed in an  Institution like t h e  
Mental Hospital, it is, in  my opinion, a sericus 
step for this I-Ionse to take to pass a Bill without 
a long ancl full debate. If  you visit the Mental Hos- 
pital a t  the present moment you will find there several 
people who would be similar to feeble-minded people. 
I myself have visited that Institution and I have 
been amazed to talk and listen to inmates whom 1 
thought were insane and dangerous. The atmosphere 
surrounding these inm,ates at  the Mental Hospital 
is definitely detrimental to their improvement: the 
mere fact that these inmates have been placed ia 
this Institution i s  s f ic ien t ,  in my opinion, to make 
them r e  a l l  y insane. There is obviously the 
necessity for an  institution in  which certain feeble- 
minded people who become nuisances to the public 
can be housed. I hope that this Bill will be re- 
ferred to a Select Committe for serious considera- 
tion as to whether people who are feeble-minded 
should be placed in  the Mental Hospital. I n  this 
island today we often have to send people to the 
Mental Hospital and after some months they are 
able to leave the Institution supposedly cured. I 
know that there is in St. Georg~  now a boy who 
has just left the Mental Hospital; he is a young 
strapping, hard-working boy who is quite capable 
of becoming a useful citizen i n  this, colony, but  
on account of the fact that this stigma of haviny 
been sent to the Mental Hospital is attached to 
him he is unable to do anything more than to assist 
in work a r o ~ ~ n d  the St. George's Almshouse. 1 
view that condition as a very pitiable one: t,hat 
merely feeble-minded persods should be writ to 
the Mental Hospital where their lives will be com- 
pletely closed as f a r  as their ever being citizens of 
Barbados again is concerned, is something which 
this H o n s ~  should be most careful in  considering.. 
Legislation in England does not always suit con- 
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ditions in Barbados and I siilcerely hope that the 
hollourable senior nmnber for St. Thomas - d L  te l l  
us whether Barbaclialls haw explorecl the necessity 
for a Bill of this sort or vhether some official 
l m  just come here and said: "You are out of date; 
yonr law want& anlending to include feeble-mincled 
1wople in ?-our Dlental Ho-pital". We have had 
a bitter experience v-hich I hope will be clearly 
publieisetl, in  the 1lear future, of  hat happen6 
when we Barbadlan5 are too gullible in our dealings 
nith these imported officials. 

Mr. REECE : I t  has been said that more 
lunatics are outside the Meiltal Hospital than those 
w11o are inside the Institution; but whether that 
be so or not it shows you how difficult a subject 
this is and how difficult i t  may be $at times to say 
whr2ther a person is a fit subject for confinemenr 
a t  the Nental Hospital or not. I n  the Bill before 
the Howe the definition Clause has been changed 
and the mord "lunatic" has been replaced by thc 
term. "person of ~ulsouncl mind". In Clause 2 
ud the Bill yon find a large ilumber of variation* 
in the type of persons who may be defined as 
persons of ullsomld mind, and in Clause 2 of the 
1907 Act thcrc is also a very wide definition of the 
~ o r d  " Innat iv ' ' . For the benefit of honourable 
members who may not be a.1 conversant with this 
matter as Police iV1agihtrates ancl lawyers would be 
I will rcad the definition. It says :- 

" ' I~nuatic'  inclncles epileptic, idiot, or any 
other person rsnfferii~g more or less from temporary 
or permanent disease or derangement of the brain 
producing disordered action of the mind in  such a 
way as to put the subject in a condition varying 
Prom his normal self, and out of relation with 
his environmeizt as to render him dangerous or 
inconvenient to hinlself or others". 

Mr. Speaker, you can see what a very wide defi- 
nition that is. We are now only re-enacting in a 
more modern phraseology what appears in the Act 
of 1907, but there are other provisions of this Bill 
which must be looked at  carefully ; one of those pro- 
visions has been pointed out bp  the hononrable 
Introducer and I will refer in particular to Clause 
7 of the Bill which deals with the adjudication of a 
person of unsound mind. That Clause saps:- 

"When upon such inquiry as  is provided for  by 
section six of this Act i t  appears to a Magistrate and 
a Justice of the Peace that a person is a person of 
unsound mind arid a proper subject for confinement 
and such medical certificate of his unsoundness of 
mind as is required by the said section has been 
given, the Magistrate and Justice of the Peace may 
adjudge such person to be a proper subject for  con- 
finement and may proceed to make a n  order accord- 
ing to thin Act for  the care and custody of such 
person and bp ~varrant  under their hands commit 
such person to thc Mental Hospital." 

The Order of the Police Magistrate is an  Order 
committing the person to the Mental Hospital. If 
you look a t  Clause 8 you mill see that  that  Clause 
deals with the custody of a mental patient. That  
Clause says :- 

"In all cases when a person has been found a fit 
subject for  confinement in the Nental Hospital. he 
shall be handed over to the custody of the police 
authorities, together with such certificate as 'ilb 

necessary under this Art. and they shall be responsi- 
ble for his safe conduct to the Mental Hospital 
where he shall be handed oyer to the authorities of 
that  Hospital who shall fhrreafter take charge of 
him and be responsible for  his safe keeping." 

That does not alter the position as i t  is today; 
as soon as a patient finds himself before the Board 
and the R o a d  says that hr is a fit subject to be 

sent to the lllental Hospital, the Police take charge 
~f him and he is sent there. There are persons who 
ienlain in xhe custody of their friends and those 
pcrsoils cannot be called private patients because 
m the true seuse oi the mord, they have not been 
certified to be insane although their condition may 
be well known to the medical attendant and the 
niembers of the family. The point I am making now 
is in respect of Cliinses 7 and 8 where an  Order is 
made for codh ing  a person, who is adjudged to be 
a person of unsound mind, in the Mental Hospital. 
If you turn  to Clause 27 you will see that that Clause 
deals with private mental hospitals. It saps :- 

"If any mental patient shall be confined in any 
private or parochial house, building or hospital, it 
shall be lawful for any person ordered by the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee to do so, to visit at 
all times any such house, building or hospital and to 
ascertain by examination of witnesses on oath 
[which oath such person is hereby authorised to ad- 
minister) if such mental patient is properly treated 
and to give such orders and directions with respect 
to the treatment of snch mental patient a s  to him 
shall seem meet . .  . . . . . . . . >, 

That Clause has been taken directly from the 
old Act. I would like to find out how, under this 
proposed Bill, does a person become a patient a t  a 
private home or  a t  a private hospital. Under Clauses 
7 and 8 a Police Magistrate is only empowered to 
order a patient to the Mental Hospital, and the point 
1 have raised is a point on which I think the hon- 
ourable senior member for  St. Thomas should be 
able to enlighten us. There can be no doubt that  
there is the necessity in  this colony for  a hospital or 
a place where private patients may be treated and I 
would like to see in this Bill the definition of a 
private hospital and the authority of a Police Mag- 
istrate in respect of ordering a patient to be kept 
such a hospital. Today there is no  such provision 
and the position is somewhat ludicrous; because you 
have the Governor-in-Executive Committee giving 
power to a person to visit and inspect a privatp 
hospital and see that i t  is properly run, and further 
to do certain things in  case the patient is not being 
properly treated. B L ~  where is the power to entitle 
a Police Xagistrate or Board to order a patient to be 
kept at  a private home or private hospital8 There is 
no provision in  this Bill to meet the situation which 
will arise in Clause 27. I know that the honourable 
senior member for St. Thomas has given much thought 
to this Bill, but i t  is not a matter of medical k n o d -  
:dge at  all; this is a question of procedure, and i t  is 
something against which we have to protect people. 
We haxe to see that some proper provision is made 
for  the benefit of people who may be unfortunate 
enough to be certified as being of unmund mind. I 
hope that tbe honourable senior member for  St. 
Thomas will be able to give us assistance in thip 
matter. T have spoken with the honourable member 
and I do not want to retard the p m i n g  of this 
Rill; for my part, I think we could pass some 
Clauses of the Bill and give the honourable member 
the opportunity later in  the evening to make any 
amendment which may be necessary in order to make 
the Bill a really workable Act when i t  receives the 
assent of the Governor. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I appreciate the points whibh ' 
have been raised by a few honourable members. In 
answer to the honourable senior member for the City 
and to settle his fears as to whether imbeciles and 
feeble-minded people will be mixed with the violent 
Iunaticc;, I should like to say that as soon as a person 
is sent to the Mental Hospital the Medical Superin- 
t ~ n d e u t  assesses the type of patient to which h@ 
helonpq and tfhe person is placed for treatment h 



111, puonp. The same tliing nil1 obtc~ill L U I I ~ ~  I- ! l ~ ) ,  
Itlll. 

52r. I116PTTLEY : 011 a pui i~ t  {)L order J ii110\\ 
t:lclt t:i& (,l); dill, iv,ldy, hut ~ i l i ~ l  i nan t  1 1 )  Li!d crxt 
i4 n:lether ill this lien depa~turc? the hollouuiible ilir~il- 
bey call give any gnarantee that  there will ;llV 
-01.f of private inxrsing 21o111e uh(w. ytirw:.t b? 
czlecl for \vitliiu the precinctr of thtl lfenta; 
IIuspi tal  

Dr.  CCI\IMISS : 1 call k,zu~.( .  tlie hol~uu;~,l'ul(~ 
llielilber tha t  I will taiw great care to bring ills p i u t  
to the attention or the 2Iedical Superintendent whu 
is a specialist in  his field. As regards th r  honoi~rablr 
juliior member for St. Thol~iws-lily d l e a g u e -  --h has 
his D.P.M. ancl coilsequent1)- [ am unable to c201)e witL 
h im;  his knowlctlgc surpasses mjne. l can only trl l  
the honourable member tha t  the Meclicd Superin- 
tendent a t  the 3lcntal Hospi$~l  is a f ully-qualified 
man in his field, a i d  T am quite sum that the patjenta 
clown there will get  the sanie modern treatment as is 
obtained i n  any moilcrn nicntal hoqpital. We ha~k> 
a capable man down there ancl I think anotlier lliail 
is on his way here. Only recently thiq I'lot-se agreed 
to a special condition which nil1 nlable thih II(VJ mall 
to conic down her(. and he may be hcre very soon. 
The hononrablr junior member for C'hrist ( 'lit~rsh 118. 
1-aisec1 a. point. H e  is worried ahout ('lame 27 .,i 
this Bill which does not g i ~ e  R Magistrate a y  
poner  to co~nniit an)bocl)- to a priratc ho\pit.ll C'. 

ir the cake i n  Clause\ 7 a i ~ d  8 nhere  a llagistratr 
can make a n  order committino. a g)err;on to thl 
Mental H o a i t a l .  I am not a Itgal nian but ( ' l a i ~ s ~  
30 of the old Bill i s  'the same as C l a ~ w  27 of thi- 
new Bill except that  the mord "asylum" is vhangek 
to  "hospital", and the power? nhich are p i w n  :( 

the Nagistrate under the  old Bill are g k e n  to him ir 
Claltses 7 and 8 of this new Eill. A Xapistr?tl 
with a Jnstice of thc Peace and two incdjcal pra 
titioners can certify a person to be a lunatic a n <  
after the p e m n  has been so certified j ~ e  is coni 
m i t k d  by  the 3Iagistrate to the Nentid Hospital 
Clause 8 of this Bill i s  the  same as i t  its in  the oh 
Bill;  it secws to me that Clause 30 of the old g11 
has been put  as Clause 27 of this new Bill with : 
change i n  the nomenclature. I f  the llonouraldr 
member i.: satjlslfied with the remainder of the B11 
we aan paw the remainder of thc Rill and ~po~tpoui  
this Clause for fur t~her  clarification. 

The question that this Bill be now rrcd a s t . ~  
ond time urns put and resolved i n  the affirmativ 
IT itlioilt division. 

Dr .  CUJIMINS: 1 beg to move that Yonr Hqu 
our  do now leave the Chaii- and the House go intt 
Committee on this, Rill and  that it be tan instru:> 
tion to the Committee tha t  the Clauses be taken as 
read on the numbers being called. 

Xr. COX: I beg to  second that.  
Mr. E. K. WL4LCOTT: I have beell workin; 

ra ther  hard over here i n  comparing the old S c '  
with this new Bill ancl T hop(. that there will be 111 

objection to the suggestion of referring this Bill rc 
a Selcct Conmzittee. I thiill; thlat the lionour~lbic 
senior inember for  6%. Thomas n-ill agree with r r (  
that i t  is a rather bold statement to make in sayin: 
that  this Bill T T ~ I  bring the law into line wit! 
!nodern deorlopments. 'I am going to  move that thi. 
]:ill he referred to  a Select Committee allcl I thin! 
tht. feeling of a n y  honoa~able  member of th11 
A ~ w i b l p  on such a n  important ~ ~ u b j e c t  as  this one 
is rcilllj- better satisfied by  having the views o 
dootoqb and tnained pemonr i n  that respect sittin; 
around a table than in  open debatz in thc  Asse~nblv 
'Inooking a t  thic Rill, the only real development. 
which seem to be ~ I P W  arc the ro1iuitar;v treatlaen 

Clarsc 1.2 and the tenipoyary t ieat iue~l t  in  C l a ~ s c  
! d .  liiost of the other Cl,iuws s r i  r c ~ i ~ l t j ~  old anfi 
111, i. 1:ot a q t i - fa{  tory nlot lc~n ckvrlo jtmcnt 01 $11 
let, at all. 111 the liiajoritJ- c,f cshcs the old Clauses 
),Lye k,eLn simply copied o l ~ t  ; In some vases th t l  
Jlauses 11.1ve k e n  vopiecl out n i t h  wq- ~ ~ ~ t l t '  ail& 
;oil. anti ill other cascv pa~.:grsplli  i ~ r i t - L k  becl1 l.:?. 

allcl put ill conicnliere clhe mlci it is &;lid 
;hat the Gill is a, new one. .I:iothc.r poiilt i s  i t 1  

.onnection with the definition in Clause 2 :  ~t i i  

Lllll~osi~'ulc for the layinan to s,ltisfy hinlbt.lf' t l ~ t t  
~ i ie  clefillition i$ too nide or trlat it b 110t w c i l :  
~ ~ o u g h .  Therefore these ayc nz.itters which would 
m m  to be settled in1~c.h 1iiol.e eaidjr by aypoi~~tll:: 
1, Select Committee to  consitlel- t h ~ s  1:iil tlian by 
lebiite i n  this Hoase. 1-ou a1.e changing this U:![  
tor all time and  if you make a mistake >on  nlalua 
it fo r  aU time, and  you idre malrkg it i n  I.'~'hl)tx$ .i)i 

persous who cannot help thein.,elvea. Tho-;c of ub 
\vho linov borliethir~g alnout 1mtac.y do ~ ~ o t  \rant 
to take this Bill just a,s it 1s; we agree t u  r he B j i ~  
being giren its second reading i3ntl there is rooln 
fur ras t  Ilnprovciuent. 1 tliiuk that  if tlie hc!~. 
ourable ~neniber sat  in Select Committee he would 
he able to satisfy 11% i n  a iuuch s l u ~ ~ t e r  time than 
we ~wulc l  othc tv ise  be \atisfiecl. 

l t  I$ i'eh t h a t  the ~ ~ i ~ t h o c l  oi' tlc,ding with a, 
private hospital is not juMic11, aiul thdt there 
shonltl be some modern method of sending people 
to the Meiital Hobpital. I n  big cuantries you have 
in\titutioiis ~7hic.h have to be reg;h,tcrecl for dealing 
v i th  people who are  n~entally deficient either 
temporarily or fo r  (all time. I have read the 
two new Clauses dealing with voluntary 
t reatmmt and trmporary treatment; we know par- 
t:cwlarly those of 11s v71io ,+re in plw:ice as lawyers 
or tloctors, that if an) hod) with any mental form 
of i l lwss goer to the Mental I rospital for  treatment 
he is clooinetl i n  I~arhaclcx. I f  lie goes to give 
er-idence thc first clucitjon wl!ir.h is asked him is 
wlletl~er he 1wnt to the AJentel I-1osl)ital or not.  
1 malw a w r y  strong appeal to the hon- 
onrable senior ~ n c ~ n b e r  for  St.  Thoiilas on this 
point; 1 hopr 11c mill be able to help 
11s to see  hethe her we can make sonie real improve- 
~ n ~ n t .  The trratment tvhich mill be given to people 
11 ill ncver be of a n y  use if they h a w  to go to the  
Xcwtal IIospital for  it. It may be tha t  we cannot d u  
any  better in  tlic way of iniljrove~nent a t  presm+, 
bnt pe rson~~l ly  T feel that  the in~provemcnt suggest- 
et1 here is very little. The Bill  is actnally a rehash 
of t h ~  old Art  TT-ith a f m  suggestions ant1 i t  does 
not seein to me to he good cnongli to  be labelled as 
legislation to bring the Act into line with recent 
c le~~lop incn ts .  T beg to move tha t  this Bill be 
r ~ f r r r c d  to a Select Committee ancl I suggest to  the 
hononrable member to make i t  the first Order of 
the Dav at th r  next meeting of the  House. The 
hononrablr nlen~ber himself can organize the Com- 
mittee and providc rxperts to tell honourable mem- 
hens what t h ~ p  think ahont the Eill. The courtesy 
of the honourable nienlber is so great that T h a w  
never failrd to ],ay him a cnmplinient in  this respect. 
We want to ferl that we 11aw clone onr duty ancl 
the  hest tha t  we can do fo r  people who cannot 
do an\-thing for thrmwlues . 

Xr, GODDART): T heg to second the niotion 
thaf. this Rill he referred to a Select Committea. 

The qilestion tha t  thiq Rill be referred to a 
Select Committee maq pu t  and resolved i n  thc a%rn-R- 
five, the following division beinr  taken :-- 

_ ~ V I P , ~ :  MPSSI'S. FOSTER. RRAXCKCR. ALLDER. 
YAPP, L~WIS, DOWDINU. GARNER, MOTTI~EY, GODDARD, 
E R. WAT,POTT, (&L, WILKINSON and REECE-13. 



I?70ea(: Mesi+ SMITH, BRYAS, COL, 1'. L .  
WAVICOTT and Dr .  Cumr~ss-5.  

1 .  S E  : Snbjcct to the approial u! 
the IIousc l appoint the folloning honourable rncul- 
hers to wrvr as nle1~b~1.s uf this Select Co~nlnlttee : 
t h ~  honourable seuior niember for St. Tlion~as 
(Dr. Cuulmins) the honourable junior member for 
St. Thot~~as (JIr. Jlapp), the hononrable junior 
nienlber fo r  the C'it?? (Xr  . Lewih) , the honourable 
junior ~urrnber for C'hri5t Church (Nr . Iteeue), 
the honourable senior member for St. James (Mr. 
E.  K.  JValcott) and the honourable junior member 
for St .  l i w y  (Mr. I:iw~c.ker). 

RESOLUTION TO AI'PIZOVE 'THE MOTOR 
VEIxICLEs AND ROAD TRAFFIC 

(AMENI>.UENT) REGULA- 
TIONS No. 2. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next order of the Day 
stands $11 the name of the honourablr senior mem- 
ber for St. Peter:--To ~nove the passing of the fol- 
lowing Kesolntiou :-Rrsolution to approve the 
Regulations entitled "The Motor Vehicles and Road 
Traffic (Amcnclment) Regulations, 1930 KO. 2, ' ' made 
by the Director of I1ighx.i-a)-s and Transport on the 
21st day of Augnbt, 19T,O, under section 7 of the 
Motor Vehicles and Eoad Traffic Act, 3937 (1937-16), 
as amended by sections 41 and $2 of the Department 
of H i g h ~ ~ a y s  and Transport Act, 1945 (1946-12), 
and approved and sanctioned by His Excellency the 
Governor on the 22nd day of August, 1950. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker,-I hear 
some honourable meniber say that these Regulations 
should be withdrawn, but when  an^-thing stands in 
my name I eannot be threatened into wmithdrawing 
it. The Motor Vehicles and Hoad TraEc Act gives 
the Director of Highways and Transport the right 
to make Regulations and the Xegulations which are 
before us deal with the control of motor vehicles 
other than motor omnibuvs for the purpose of trans- 
porting people. Some honouritble inembers are un- 
der the 'impression that thew Reg~zlations will pre- 
clude motor lorries from transporting people on Sun- 
days and Bank Holidays; bnt if they will take time 
to read the Rrgulations they will find that that is 
not so. These Regnlations give the right to lor~yv 
owners to transport p~ople  on lorries, but they seek 
to regulate the nnmber of people which should be 
carried on lorries. control the i~umber of peoplc 
which, must be carried in a motor bus, but a t  present 
there is no control as to IIOW many people should 
be carried on a motor lorry at any time or to any 
place. I could not be a party aqeeing to a system 
which permits a lorry owner or driver to put  as 
many people as he likes on the lorry and transport 
them to any place ; it will bc rem~mbered that about 
five years ago 33 people lost their lives in a lorry 
accident and about two years ago a man lost his 
life in another lorry acrident and there was no pro- 
tection given in either of these cases. We want 
to give protection to people. This new Regulation 
34A says lthis :- 

"34A. The cirivcr a i d  on711er of a public ser- 
vice vehicle other than a motor omnibus or the driver 
and o m e r  of a motor lorry or other goods vehicle 
shall not allow to be carried on such vehicle a great- 
er numhcr of persons than the number authorised 
by the Taspector's certifiratc issned in respect of 
such vehicle. 

Provided that in the P ~ S P  of a motor lorry or 
other goods vehicle. thr Director of Highways and 
Tramsport may, subjec2t to m c l ~  tcsins and conditions 
as he thinks fit. grant pcnnjssinil to carry a greater 
nnmber of perwns than i q  anthorised by such in- 

spector's cer'tificate, such persom to be carried sit- 
ting either 

( 3 )  on the platform of the 1orry;or 
(b)  on such seding accommodation as nlaj- be 

approved by him in accordance with regu- 
lation 45A of these regulations." 

If 3-ou are carrying on business with the use of a 
motor lorry you get the Inspector's certificate for 
carrying two, three, four or six persons on that lorry; 
but if y o ~  want to use the lorry for some special 
service, if you want to carry a larger number of 
people than the number authorised by the Inspector's 
certificate, permission will be given to do so if you 
conform with certain Regulations. If you are going 
to have more people than can be accommodated on 
the platform of the lorry you have to make certain 
seating arrangements. I cannot see anything unreq- 
onable or unjust about that; you cannot w r y  more 
people than the certificate allows you to carry. I do 
not agree that you s h o ~ l d  be indiscriminate as to the 
nunrber of persons which should be carried on a lorry. 
If these Regulations would prevent people from using 
their vehicles then I would say fiat a hardship -would 
be created on people ; but you give people the right to 
transport others on their vehicles with certain rest+- 
tions. You cannot ask 'bus conces~ionaire~ to put 
additional buses on the road for excursions. I doubt 
whether any honourable member w o ~ l d  say that there 
shonld not be any restriotion e to the number oi 
people who should be carried on a lorry or that no 
measures should be taken for their safety. I t  is the 
duty of those who make traffic Regulations to provide 
adequate protection for people's lives; if this pro- 
tection is not provided some honourable members milI 
be the first to call upon the Government to give com- 
pensation in case of any accident. Regulation 45A 
says :- 

''45A. (l) Where a motor lorry or other goods 
vrhicie is convrrted, whether for use as a public 
service vehicle or not,, by the provision of seating ac- 
commodation on such vehicle, the seats shall be fixed 
across the platform of the vehicle in a secure manner 
approved by m inspee&n-, 

(2) All s w h  seats shall be firmly fixed in 
position and shall be of a depth of not less than four- 
teen inches. The unimpeded distance between the 
seats shall not be less than thirteen inches and no scat 
sE~a1l be placed more than fifteen inches above thc 
floor of the platform of the vehicle." 

With regard to the seating accommodation on a 
lorry, a permit will be given as to how many persons 
can be carried on the platfom. There is a practice 
of transporting workers on lorries and where you 
want a certificate for that purpose you can aak for 
it ; you will not be allowed to carry more workers than 
you should carry on a lorry. I think i t  is the duty 
of the Government to make adequate provision for 
the safety of people. I do not think that honourable 
members should import into these Regulations what 
they have in their minds; it is thought that these 
ICegulations mill prohibit people from using their 
vehicles, but that is not so. Permission is give@ £W ' 
transporting persons on lorries, but there is a gegula- , 
tion as to the number of persons which should be 
carried. I do not think anybody would doubt that 
these Reda t ions  are sot  only in the inte~est  of the 
travelling public but also in the interest of the owners 
of vehicles. Ronouretble members are aware that 
there is no Third Party Insurance being carried in 
this island and it woald be a very serious thing to 
allow large n ~ m b e r s  of people to travel on any type 
of vehicle without rea~onable p-ovision being made 
for their safety. I, personally, cannot see that there 



is anything \vrong in these Regulations, :a:! ? p~elei '  
to err  the sic16 of protertiag people's Ilrr, T'L.?II 013 

the side of illdisct.~tion. 1 l i a v  a c l e a ~  i ' t : : l ~ l l  1 l r  c in 
this matter; it is not a question of rest~. ict i~~g t h c ~  K ~ J V -  
of transportation in this island. it is a queiti~~:l of 
regulating the number of peoplt3 who i l i ~ l ~ l  t:w~e! 
on these vehicles. I beg to move that th:. Rrw!ntion 
do now pass. 

Nr.  liT,-ZLJ<ISSO;\' : I have mueh picacurc in 
seconcling tllr niotioll for thc passing nt thi\ &so- 
lution. Xuch risk is being run p a r t i e ~ ~ l a ~ l y  on f : d i  
Hoiidays in the transportatioll of people to picnic 
parties, and the Xdrisory Comi~littee i o  the niwctor  
of IIighways ant1 Transport ancl the Comlni\bioner 
of Police ha\-? been in consultation on this matter. 
I t  is quite obrious that it mould not pay 'bus con- 
cessionaires to provide 'buses to meet the clclnande 
of people on Bank IIolidag-s and what has qradnall!: 
come about is that several lorries are being crammed 
with people trnre!ling all over tlie country, which 
I think is a terrible risk. The Commissioner of Police 
and the ,lcl~*imq Committee to the Ilirectm 01 
Iligh~vays ancl Transport are concerned vith e ~ e  
safety of the public. As the honourdblc. mover ha5 
said, we have no intention of preventing the p~~biic. 
from travelling on Bank Holidays ailcl on hpwi;~i 
occasions; i t  has been made as tAasy a5 ~lwssihle foi 
lorries to carry paasengeri, a t  a very mnlall evpengc 
to the ovners. The main purpose of these I$,cgnl;l 
tions is to ensure that these lorries will o d y  ht 
permitted to carry a certain nuinber of passengers 
which, in  the view of the Transport Board, can bc 
safely carried. Only reoently uvd had a race meet 
ing in  this colony and honou~aible members mm 
h w e  seen the lorries going to that illeeting .rx-i-i_ti 
people packed so tightly on them that they told( 
not sit clown; I saw one lorry swing around i 

corner ancl everybody on i t  went to one sicle. ?'her 
wa,% the need of only a few inciles more and the]' 
~ ~ o u l d  have been a terrible disa1>ter. That is \\ha 
the Director of Highways and Tlw~(p.ort and t) 
Commissioner of Police are trying to prevent. Tk 
honourable scnior mcnlber for St. Peter has c l  
plained the ~)urpose of this l%esolution very sat> 
factorily auil 1 suggest to hononrable member@ th: 
they shoultl conqider first the safety of the p141l!c 
I hope that there will not be any negati.rve vote JJ 

connection with this Resolution. 
Mr. UAESER: I h a ~ e  great sympathy for th 

honourable member who has brought these Reguk 
tions before the House and also for the honourabl 
member who ha j  seconded the motion for the ]lab. 
ing of this Resolution. T walisc that both the. 
honourable members acre in  invidious positions i 
that one of them is in the Government and has 
portfolio, and the othey is in the unique ,positio 
of being a member of the Advisory Committee ! 
the Director of Highways a ~ ~ d  Trankport. Be t11: 
as it may. I am a bae1cbenchc.r and 1 can s a y  a* 

11 gut to their nork. I tl~iiz'tc t l ~ r t t  a <  have to 
nJidcr the safety of the t ra~el l ing  puhlic, but -1: 

o l to take into cons;derat:on the fact 
at  more accickats are C ~ ~ \ U S C ~  by , l ) ~ i ~ ~ ~ t g  1 arh ihd i l  

lorries transporting people here and there for 
creation and relaxation on Can!: Eoliclays. I .i ,L 
rt al l~wing allybody to fool ine wit11 ntty false idea; 
lii seems to be trusting <,oillcbocly too f a r ;  this 
thc thin edge of the wedge. 1 fail to see thet 

hcn ?c:r~y owizcri want permits or certiticiites that, 
ley d 1  bc granted them at all. \JYhen lorry 
m e ~ . s  go to the Departalcnt 01' IIigbrvcl>s a i d  
rcdnsport for permits they are going to be toiti 
lat this work is work wliich should be clone by 
- * c > \  T<novi:nlg the personnel over there as I do, 

* 
ley only gire perinits to certain ]hub onners; -1: 

 at is so in  the case of bus o\vners how ~uuch moro 
will i t  be the cace when you  con^ to the lorry 

- l !  I think I hear them sag-; ('%'F. have to 
md out how many I I ~ Z ~ E S  can do the work befox,: 
e can gire you a lper~llit.'' Rucli a quc%tion i i  
sund to wise. We should first thinli of the travel * 
ng public; what will be the result to the travelling 
ublic if you really cixrtlail the ~ctivities of these 
wry owners? I have great apprehensions in this 
latter.; I know that, human nature bring vhat  it 
;, thc people in  St. Anclrem, for instance, will 

1) 

rant to haw a change 73-lieuevsr a E d i  IIolids3. 
omes along; they cannot afford t o  sprco on an>- 
ay like some of us and they mill \\ ant to come to 
he King Ge0~g.e V. Playfield P81.k and have a 
pree up  there. (Lmrgl~Per) .  Am 1 going to stay 
ere and pevel l t  the good people from St. Andrev 
rom coming to the good people in St. P h i l i ~ ?  
Lcrucrhter). I am not going to do that. On t < 
lther hand people have to transport m~kliel.~ fron; 
)lace to place and they may have to do it 
mpromptu; the min is falling, a ~,peedy job c m  
,e done and the manager of an estate may decide 
hat  hince the weather permits he vill  take labonr- 
us to nwrk a t  some place. Bfast that 
nanager go to the Transport Board to get 
i permit so that thc Tabourers can go to that place 
c, work? 1 have read of the biggcstt railway' 
,cc.idents in Xngland, but they did not p~"eveut 
ransport by railway. I f  you malie regulations i n  re- 
pect of lorries will you prevent a c ~ i ~ n t s  from taliing 
>lace? I coonnisel honourable members to give these 
3rgulations the fate they deserve and that is to 
lisappmve them, hecal~se they are not. going to 30 
his colony ana good. T am not going to believe e 
-hat permits will \be given to lorry own~rs .  I must: 
3e bound by my conscience and my conscience telk 
me that i t  mill not he right to put  any embargo on 
h ~ s e  lorry owners. I\%np of these lomy owners 



people thlat is not going to prevent accidents from 
takrng place. 

Mr. XOTTLBY: I have much pleasure in 
set:onding the motion for  the disaplpro~al of these 
Regulations. I n  doing so I am las conscious of m\- 
l espoasibility to the community &. the hononralble 
member who moved the passing of this Kmolutiou 
and the honourable member who seconded thl: 
motion are conscious of their responsibility to the 
community. These Regulations were first hinted to 
me by a b ~ l s  conc@sionaire, a good friepd of mine. 
1 listened for nearly an hour to him and I con- 
sidered how easy it was for  reople nhen their 
stomachs are full, to disregard other. peol~le. I uncler- 
stand that representations were made first of all by 
bus concemionaires ; the feeling \vs\ that aeveml lorr:. 
owners were crossing swords, so to speak, with bus 
coilcessionaires and using their lorries to transport 
people. ?\Tow, Mr. Speaker, I agree that as  this ser- 
vicr grows bigger and bigger something must be 
done to see that people who travel by these lorries 
m e  protected; but it does not necessarily mean that 
because some people get into accidents everybody is 
going to be recJrless in driving a lorry. As 'the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Philip has said, you 
have big railway accidents taking place but people 
do not stop traveiiing by train;  it does not mean 
that because you have big steamship accidents that  
people will stop travelling by steamships. On the 
other side of the picture, are the transport facilities 
enough to accommodate the travelling public! Do 
not let us only deal with the question of lorries tak- 
ing people from one place to the other; there is 
also the question of transporting labourers from 
one plantation to another a t  the most appropriate 
time for the purpose of doing; work, as the honourable 
senior member for St. Philip has said, and is it sug- 
gested that a person would have to come to Rridge- 
town and get permission from the Transport Boarc! 
so as  to be able to transport those labourers  TOI IN 
one p h e  to another? There are several lorry own- 
ers other than plantation lorry owners. and thew 
people invest all %heir li&% sa;9in@ in these lorries. 
I know a man who, since he retamed here from the 
War, has inveshd his small s av iqp  in lorries; after 
the crop season people have to put mide .lo~ries on 
which they have spent $1,500 or $1,800 and they hacl 
to pay taxes on these lorries. I am ashamed of any 
bus concessionaire who tries to strangle thew poor 
pecyple; it k a disgrwe for any of them to t ry  to do 
&at, T intend to vote against these Regulatioas if I 
Jfand alone. 

Lorries are being used to transport people of 
various denominations on Sundays and Bank Holi- 
days. I t  is not a question of these lorries %ravelling 
on a particular route and being used in plying for 
hire, because I would not encourage that at  all. Peo- 
ple from 'the Pilgrim Roliness or some othe'r de- 
nomination may want to go to St. Peter or St. 
h e y ;  after a certain time you do not get any bus 
transportation and arraiigemeilts can be made to 
transport these poor people by motor locry for a 
pitmance. The lwry  owner and everybody else is 
happg and do you tell me that T must pass Regu- 
lations which preclude that? I will net support any 
such Resolution. It must be remwbexed that there 
are maay people in the City ,who aannot a%ord to 
charter three, four or five buses; they cannot affosd 
to pay Ithe price which is charged for transportation 
bv these buses. There are those who have forcotten 

apiece and the lorry owner may raise about $7.29 
*efi has to pun his house for a week. I will 
vote f ~ r  giviag anybody power to stop that. If 
you have an Be% whkh says that YOU must grant 
f i ~ ~ n e e s  to bus o m e m  fw ~OP8g61p0rti3i.g people. I :m1 
yet to  see b w  flu ean f5%ant these henoes  to lorry 
awBers. The bus concessionaires should be ashamed 
of making representatiws $0 as to out auk these lorry 
owners who tramport people who cannot afford to 
pay %he high prices charged for bus transportation 
on exoursions. I say that any honaurable member 
of this House who lends a hand to squeezing out 
these lorry owners should himself be squeezed out. 
If we agree to these Regulations we are not onu- 
doing something which will prevent these lorry own- 
c.rs from earning a living but we are making things- 
difficult for a number of people who cannot pay for 
bus transport. I feel that we should not agree to  
any such Regulations and I counsel honourable mem- 
bers to allow the Director of Highways and T ~ a n s -  
port to find different means of protecting the pub- 
lic. If i t  is feared that reckless driving {takes place 
and that that will cost lives then 1 ask; what is 
more reckless than the use of "drive yourself" cars 
-five-seater cars carrying fifteen people in  them? 
And in many ins%anres the people who drive these 
cars are not even Rmbsdiam! You m e  not pnoihibit- 
ing that state affairs as being dangerous to life and 
limb, but you want to interfere with a few lorry 
owners who help people. I would Ifke t o  hear the 
honourable member in charge of -this Resollrtion op- 
posing these Regulatioas; I would Eke +o hear $h 
op,posing them if he  weire outiside the G w m r y t .  
I strongly supporit the motion for  the diwqqmmal of 
these Regulations and I hope that the Qovesnment 
members will see the wMom of wa4king ont ,of the 
House i'f fhey cannet see %hat %hew Regu.l&tion% should 
not be approved. People. wnnot get adequate trans- 
pod  facilities in  .this i&nd and how must they 
gdt fvom one part of the country to andhex part  
of the country? Must they fly or  walk? I regret 
that the honourable Leader of my Party has support- 
ed the pawing of tibia rREesal~tion m ~ o v i r e g  these 
RegnWisms and I ,a& hononr&ble membars to disap- 
prove them. 

Mr. CRAWFOIED: I .am willing %Q admit that 
protection for the travelling public must be one of 
the main considerations of the tramport of&i&; if 
they do not take proper sihw to. sm£qgmFd the txa~e l -  
Ling p b h ,  rthm d -m:$h~hg m & k i l j Q  fail- 
ing to do so will f d l  on +,heir &d*,~& $@ blame 
will be attnched to them if and when a w i d e ~ t a  occur. 
Therefore one can appreciate to Wme €&%It the 



by the Director of lIighwaya and. Transpolt to this 
pamctuay sltuatlon, and 1 suggest that we should 
c o ~ s ~ u e r  them in the light of the fact that the entire 
transport system of the colony 1s totally inadequate 
efficiently to handle the situation from day to day. I 
want to emphasize that these converted lorries are nol, 
used so much for spreeing on holidays as many hon- 
ourable members seem to think; many of these lorries 
are in daily use for transporting workers to and from 
their work-workers who cannot get transport by 
the buses for the simple reason that there are not 
enough buses on any route to cope with the transport 
aituatlon from day to day. There is the spectacle 
daily of large nunbers of these lorries transporting 
people to their work and school children to school, 
and the matter has to be considered from that point 
of view before we can begin to put obstacles in the 
way of transport by lorries. We must provide an 
adequate number of buses before we place obstacles 
in the way of the system of transport by motor lor- 
ries and so make i t  difficult for a very large section of 
the who must find themselves on their work 
daily from very remote parts of the country to the 
City and bacali home after work. At the present 
moment lorries provide the only means of transpori 
for this large number of people. 

These Regulatiom propose that the number of 
persons who are allowed to be carried on motor 
lorries should be regulated by the certificate of an 
Inapeetor, and they also propose that permits might 
be given by the Director of Highways and Transport 
for allowing a greater nulnber of persons to be car- 
ried than that a~thorl \et i  by the hspector 's certifi- 
cate. Those of us who know anything about the man- 
lier in which certificates or permits are granted by the 
transport officials even to bus concessionalres would 
be the last to suggest that similar power should be 
put in  the hands of these officials in  respect of this 
particular matter. Allegations h a ~ e  been made-and 
they have been well snbstantiat~d from time to time- 
that in  the granting of permits to bus concessionaires 
for doing special work there has been a considerable 
amount of discrimination. If that is so, it can be 
easily understood what the position will be if similar 
power is given to the transport officials to r eg~ la t e  the 
granting of permits to lorry owners for the special 
purpose mentioned in these Regulations. As regards 
the prop& to ilk seats on these lorries, that is not a3 
easily put into effect as these innocent words in these 
Regulations would make it appear. One has to bear 
j i i  mind that these lorries are not used merely for 
transporting people, and to have these segts fixed 
firmly in  position and so on, will of necessity mean 
that the lorries are either going to be n ~ d  exclusively 
for transporting people or as vehicles for transport- 
ing goods, and the normal use to which these lorries 
are put mill be considerably hampered. Therefore the 
real purpose of these Regulations is not so much to 
make i t  easy for lorry owners to transport people on 
special occasions. but really materially to ingrfere 
with the transport of people by lorries and to force 
the public to xse what buses are available and those 
who cannot find accommodation in them must be 
compelled to get abont as best they can. I want t , ~  
suggest that before such Regulations are supported we 
should first be convinced in our minds that the 
b ~ r  of buses be increased to the point at which nearly 
all the people who want to get around from day to 
day and on special occasions can be accommodatefi 
m i l e  something ghould be done by all means to 
protect those who travel by these conrerted lorries 
and other people. yet -robat is pronosect 11er~ 
i s  not the may in which it should be done. I t  may 

vell be that a~ tho r i ty  eau be given to the Transport 
)fficials to inspect lorries which are transporting peo- 
)le and see that such people are properly protected; 
ind if the seats provided for the occupants are not. 
~roperlp h e d  then the lorry owners a d  drivers 
;hould be prosecuted. Some such provision might 
neet the needs of the case: but I definitely submit 
,hat we would be well advised not to support thes.: 
?cgulatiuns at this stage. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I do not propuse to go into 
:he legal aspect as to whether these regulations are 
d t r a  uwe.5, 1 should like to deal with the everyday 
aspect of the matter. I t  seems to me, from the re- 
narks of the introducer and seconder of the regu- 
lations, that the Government has been stampeded 
into action bp an accident or two. If there have . 
been an accident or t vo ,  the lorries are not to be 
blamed. As an  honouL.able member remarked, the 
lmst potent source of accidents is the self-driven 
car because a certain type of person who has just 
icquirecl a driver's licence rents a oar, gets two or 
three people with him, a certain quantity of alcohol, 
goes on a joy-ride and more often than not becomes 
involved in an  accident; he is not an  experienced 
driver; he is not the c l r i~er  that a bus driver or a 
lorry driver is and he is simply out to h a ~ e  a good 
time aild a good spree with the vehicle which he has 
rented, say, for $10.00. That is the greatest source 
of danger. The Government, I repeat, seems to be 
stampeded into this action by the lorries, which is 
far  from the case. We have to consider the people 
and their means of transport from one part  of the 
island to another. This same Department which 
tries to foist these regulations on the public has 
P-i PI* SCCE t o  i t  that an adccll~ate bns service is pro- 
\ ~dctl to wcomrnodate the people and that  there 
should be snfficient routes covered by such a proper 
bus service. Officials of that Department with poss- 
ibly one exception, have motor cars; they do not 
consider people who do not have motor cars and 
have to travel by other vehicles. 

JIr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will ask the hon- 
~u rab le  member to sit for a moment and let me 
tppeal to some of the other honourable members to 
dlow the Reporters and myself a t  least to hear what 
le is saying. The honourable member may continue 

Mr. BRANCKER: The point I was making is 
that i t  is difficult, if not impossible, for people to 
secure transportation and the vast majority of them 
:annot afford to rent self-driven cars. The lorries 
perform a very useful service in this respect. In 
:ase people of the various religious clenominations 
want to visit one snot er's churches or a number of 
oeople in a particular 2 istrict want to attend a funer 
11 nothing is more difficult for bus owners than to ob- 
tain permits for the purpose. If thc popular con- 
cessionaires-because there are one or two of them 
who are very popular-cannot get permits, how 
much more difficult i t  is for a small lorry owner to 
zet a p ~ r m i t ?  XTe have to consider the people who 
do not have their own motor cars. There is no 
virtue in these regulations; they are made by per- 
sons who are out of touch with people w h  have no  
independent means of,transport and who have 
thought of these in the absence of something better. 
I intend to support the motion for  the rejection of 
these regulations. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker,-It is all right to 
talk about public safety, that is a nice catch phrase. 
I t  is known all over the world that Barbados has 
the largest population to the square mile in  the world. 
A country's progress is measured by its transporta- 
tion among other things and the movement of the 
people should always be of prime importance in a 
coantrx-. TI-eqe regulations should never have 
bem broncht bbafore this Honse (Cheers). T dislike 
the way in  which they have been bronght before this 



Assembly a d  how we are supposed to  be fighting 
to throw them out. This is wrong; thls savoura oi 
I l~t lensiu.  Until we are  satisfied that we have an aue- 
yuate bus service in  this island to take care of the 
movement of the people, we should have no kind 
of regulation to restrlct travel by means of vehicles 
hke motor lorries. 1 am one of the backbenchers 
who are expected to support the Government but 
this type of regulations is going to hurt the fellow 
who needs this form of transport most. I happen 
to drive a pick-up which may be classed as a lorry 
and on mornings i t  is ruy delight to pick up a number 
of people who wait a t  certain points of my route foi 
me and bring them to town to get to their worn. 
There are many people in this island who cannot 
afford to buy even a bicycle and I repeat that untll 
we have an  adequate bus service we should not have 
any regulations to restrict the travel of the people 
from place to place. I suggest to honourable members 
to reject these regulations. 

&fr. SPEAKER resumes tile Chair. 
JIr. NAPE': I am going to support the rnotior~ 

for the rejection of these regulations but 1 an1 goiug 
to support i t  on slightly difYerent grounds from t h o ~ c  
of the member who moved i t  and others who s n l ~ p o ~  
ted it. I do not want i t  to be thought that simpig 
because transportation facilities are difficult I a1 
going to be led away by those who would allow afiy 
driver to carry any number of persons on his vehicle 
without any regard for the safety of the publie auel 
no measures taken to safegtzard the lives of people. 
I do not agree with that, on principle. I t  will go 
abroad that the members of the House feel that be- 
cause transportation facilities are not what they 
sho~lld be, lorry owners shodld be allowed to earl-y 
any number of passengers their lorries. As T 'be said, I cannot agree with that and I agree 
with the motive behind these regulations, that is, to 
regulate the number of passengers to be carried b j  
a lorry and make the lorry owner provide adeyuatz 
seating accommodation for passengers. Uut, Sir, I 
am going to bring now to the attention of the Goc- 
ernment this: It is obvious that this IIouse has nG 
confidence in  the Director of Highways and Trans- 
port and i t  is obrious that under the Act the Directur 
cif1 H~ighways and Transport has too much poxer. 
Recently he proposed to increase the bus fares to the 
country districts and we did not agree to his proposal. 
Under the Act e can make regulations, submit then: 
to the Govern h r and then to this House. We feel 
that any terms and conditions laid down by hiilk 
should be subject to the approval of the Executive 
Committee and that the C~o~.eraor-i1i~Eliecutive ('(om- 
mittee s h o ~ ~ l d  i ry  to change the Act and take some 
o f  the power out of his hands. Until they do that they 
are going to find themselves in difficulty mhene~er 
they bring matters of transport before this House. 
The Government should pro~icle for safety on 
these vehicles but  I do not like the method of piring 

+ the Director of Highways and Transport all this 
p o n - ~ r :  that is my- objecion. While I am voting 
against these regulations it is my duty to say 
that I am sympathetic towards the motire-behind 

i them. 
Mr.  P .  L. WATICOTT : I have listened to the 

speedhes of honourable members, some of which were 
, ' i l l o g l .  Honourable members say that this is a 

means of protecting life and limb, that they agree 
to it but we shonld wait pnt i l  the day comes when 
thgre is adequate transportation for the people. That 
1 say, is illogical. The senior member for St.  Philip 
has said exactly what is operating in  the minds of 
honourable members. that is the lack of coiifidencc 

r$ 
'in thcb Director of Highways and Transport but you - 

cannot persuade people to have confidence in otherb. 
Despite the feelings of honourable members about 
the Director and these matters I still maintaili 
that regulations of this sort are in the interest of 
the people of the colony. As regards self-driven 
cars, I have never seen one; all cars are driven by 
persons and I still belleve that you need, in a 
communjty like this,. provisions for the protection 
of the people. The prmcipal regulations were in  ex- 
istence since 1937 when the junior member for St. 
Lucy was a member of that Bonrd and those are the 
same powers which the Board has now. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I was not on that Board 
in 1937 or 1938. The only lawyer on that Board 
a t  that time was the present Attorney General of 
British Guiana . 

The question that these gegulations be dis- 
approved of is put and resolved in  the affirmative, 
the division being as follows:- 

Ayes. Messrs. SMITH, FOSTER, MILLER, ALLDER, 
MAPIJ, GARNER, CRAWFORD, BRANCKER, E. K. WAL- 
COTT, REFCE, GILL, and MOTTLEY.-12. 

Noes : Messrs. Cox, F. L. WALCOTT, and Dr .  
Cun~wlrs-3. 

ADDRESS RE FILLING O F  POST OF 
ASSISTAXT MEDICAL SUPERINTE,NDENT 

O F  THE NENTAL EOSPITAL 

Dr. C r w m r ~ s ,  with leave, moves the following 
Address in reply to His Excellency's Memage 
So. 24/1950 relating to the filling of the post 'of 
Assistant SIedica1 Superintendent of the Mentd  
Hospital :- 

The House of Assemblp 
To 

His Excellenq the Qovermr 

The House of Assembly have the honour tu 
acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency's Mea- 
sage So.  24/ 1950 clated 18th August, 1950 relating to 
the filling of the post of Assisixmt Mediesel Superin- 
tendent, JIental Hospital. 

The House of A ~ e m b l y  agree to the appointment 
of an Assistant Medical Superintendent for the 
term and on the conditions mentioned and set out in 
Your Excellency 'S Message. 

Xr. COX: I beg to second the motion for t h e  
passing of this Address. 

The question that this Address do now pass is. 
put ahd resolved in the affirmative without division- 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I will ask the senior member 
for Bt. Thomas to present the address to His Excel- 
lency the Governor. 

Dr. CUMMINS : As Your Honour pleases. 1 

ADDRESS Re THE ACQUISITION OF 
ROSEGATE TENANTRY 

U r .  ALLDER: Mr. Speaker,-I ask that Order 
No. 1 under Pyivate Members' Business be taken a s  
the next Order. The matter has been fully discussed 
already and I only want to have a decision on it. 

There being no objection, the honourable membcr 
is granted leave to proceed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order is, to resume 
debate on the passing of an  Address to His Excellency 
the Governor relating to the acquisition by the Gsv- 
ernment of the tenantiy known as "Rosegate" i n  
the parish of S%. John. 

Mr. sIrLDER: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to move 
that the follo~&g Address do now pass :- 



The House of Asse~nb ly  
T o  

His E x c e l l e w y  t h e  Governor 

The House of Assembly is of the opinion that 
the distribution of the landed area in this Colony 
has not been kept in line with the growth and expan- 
sion of the population, 

2. The House of Assembly obser~es that unless 
a policy for the re-distribution of the landed area 
in this Colony becomes practical any attempt to im- 
plement the programme of the rehousiag of the 
people, (to which the Government has already com- 
mitted itself), would be met with difficulty. 

3. The House of Assembly is aware that $he 
Tenantry in the parish of St. John, known as 
Rosegate, (and comprised of t h i r t ~  acres, more or 
less), is on the market for sale. 

4. The Honse of Assembly is am7a;.e that many 
of the present tenants have lived most of their liy?s 
on this land, and would find it d a c u l t  to obta~n 
land elsewhere; further that they have not the means 
to purchase the spots on which their houses nov 
stand without government assistance. 

5. The House of Assembly would give favour- 
able consideration to a l3esolution sent down hg7 
Your Excellency for the purpose of acquiring this 
Tenantry to be used under the scheme for rehousing 
the people, as is done a t  the Bay Estate. 

6. The House of Assembly, therefore, respect- 
fully requests Your Excellency to take immediate 
steps, which wouId give effect to this req,~est. 

Mr. MILLER: I beg to second that. 
The question that -this Address do now pass is 

put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 
Mr. SPEA'KER : I will ask the honourable seniur 

member for St. John to present the Address to His 
Excellency the Governor. 

Mr. AULDER: As Your Honour pleases. 

T H E  CHRIST CHUR3CH PARISH LOAN 
(Ai\aEND&IEXT ) EILL 

,\h. EEECE : Mr. Speaker.-l ask that Order 
KO. 49 under Private Menlbers' Busilless be taken it3 

the next Order. 
There being no objectioii, the honourable uleulbe,r 

is granted leave to proceed. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands in the 

name of the honourable junior member for Christ 
Church,-Second reading of a Bill to anlend th? 
Christ Church Parish Loan Act, 1948. 

Mr REEUE: Mr. Speaker,-This Bill seeks to 
L 

l 

mthoriie the Vestry of &rist Church to lay a rate 
in the year, 1063, snfficiel~t to pay in that year the 
;urn of &3OO being the balance which will then be 
lnpaid of the sum of S4,300 borrowed under the 
provisions of the Act, with the interest becoming due 
m that year on such balance. I beg to move that thi5 
Kill be now read a second time. 

Mr. E. I<. WALCOTT: I beg to second that. 
The question that this Bill be now read a second 

time is put and resolved in  the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Xr .  R ~ E C E .  seconded b~ Nr. 
E. K. WALCOTT, Mr. SPEAKER leaves the Chair and 
the House goes into Committee on the Bill, Mr. 
SMITH being in the Chair. 

Clauses 1 to 3 inclusive are read and are agreed' 
to. 

On the motion of Mr. REECE, seconded by Mr 
E. K. WALCOTT, the C H A I R ~ A N  reports the passing 
of the Bill in Committee. 

The House resumes and on the motions of Mr. 
REECE, seconded in each case bp Mr. E. K. WALCOTT. 
the Bill is read a third time and is passed. 

T H E  ADJOUFthTMEWT 

On the motion of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by 
Mr. Cox, the House is adjourned to meet on Tuesday, 
the 19th of September, 1950. at  3 o'clock p.m. 




