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Tuesday, 6th February, 1951
Pursuant to adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 3 o’clock p.m., to-day.

Present .

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HusBanps (Speaker),
His Honour Mr. A. E. 8. Lewis (Depuly Speaker)
Mr. L. BE. Swmire (Chairman of Commiltices)
Dr. H. G. H. Cumming, M.D., C.M., Messrs. D. A.
I'osTER, F. B. MILLER, R. . MaPP, M. E. Cox, F. L.
‘WaLcorr, G. H. Apams, B.A,) J. B. T. BRANCKER,
J. H. WiLkiNson, O.B.E., and E. 1. Warp.

Prayers were read.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the 23rd
January, 1951, having been clreulabed were taken
as read and confirmed.

MESSAGES FROM THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that I have received a Message from the
Honourable the Leglslatwe Council returning the
Bill to make provision for the division of the Parishes
and the City of Bridgetown into Registration Districta
for the purposes of the preparation and revision in
relation to each such parish and thre City of Bridge-
town, of registers of all persons entitled to be regis-
tered as voters at an election of a member at the
General Assembly for such parish and the City of
Bridgetown, for purposes connected therewith and
incidental thereto with amendments.

I have the honour to inform the House that I
have also received a Message from the Honourable
the Leglslatlve Couneil returning the Bill to suspend
the provisions of the Representation of the People
Act; 1901, requiring a Register of Voters to be pre-
pai-éd in the year 1951 and for purposes inecidental
thereto with amendments.

Messrs. DowpiNg and MOTTLEY entered the House
and took their seats.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO THE DEPUTY CLERK.
Mr. ADAMS : Mr Speaker,—I am instructed that

the Deputy Clerk has been unfortunately called away
on urgent business in the neighbouring colony of

Trinidad. I understand that he will be returning to
this colony in time for the sitting of the House next
week. In the circumstances, I beg to move that the
Deputy Clerk be granted leave of absence for today.

Dr. Cumming seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that MT. D. A.
Banfield, Solicitor, be appointed to act as Deputy
Clerk for today’s s«itting.

Dr. Comming seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

PAPERS LAID

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—I have the honour
te lay on the Table of the House the following Pa-
DErs i—

F Quarterly Return of Transactions in Rum te
31st December, 1950.

Post Office Advances for payment of Money
Crders to 31st December, 1950.

List of Plantations and Factories in Barbados
owned by absentee proprietors. (Laid in reply to
Mr. Crawford’s Question No. 61).

Report of the Commission on the establishment
of a Customs Union in the British Caribbean Area.

NOTICES

Government Notices were given as follows:—

Dr. CUMMINS: Resolution to place the sum of
$6,000 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1950—51,
Irart I—Current, No. 39 which form the Schedule
to this Resolution.

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum of
$337,735 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1950—
51, Part I—Current, No. 40, which form the Schedule
to this Resolution.

Mr. COX: Resolution to place the sum of $2,500
at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Com-
mittee to supplement the Estimates 1950—51, Part
I—Current, No. 41, which form the Schedule to
this Resolution.

Mr. ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum of
$1,300 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1950—b51,
Part I—Current, No. 42, which form the Schedule
tc this REISOhlthn

In connection with this Resolution I would Just
like to say this. Honourable members will remember
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that we passed a Suplementary Resolution in which
was included an amount of $12,000 to pay the
salary of an expert to advise the Government on
matters relating to petroleum and gas, and that
expert was coming out from Canada. At the time
when I introduced the Resolution I was not aware
of the fact that one of the terms of the Agreement
which he put forward to the Government, and which
was later acecepted, was that his expenses should
be paid from the part of Canada where he was
living to Barbados. He is living in Edmonton and
that meant that this Government would have to
pay the expenses of getting him from Edmonton
to Montreal and from Montreal to Barbados. On
the very day on which I was asking the House to
agree to the amount for the salary of this expert,
information which I have just given to honourable
members came to us and we had to accept the
position. In the Other Place last Tuesday the infor-
mation was given by the Colonial Secretary that
we would have to pay these added expenses. This
Supplementary Resolution now is to pay the passage
cxpenses of this expert from Edmonton to Montreal
and from Montreal to Barbados, which amount to
$1,257, say $1,300. Although the addendum does
not say so, I understand that the expert’s wife will
also be coming. The addendum says:

In the Supplementary Estimates No. 35 of 1950
—51 authority was given for the engagement of the
services of a Director of Petroleum and Natural Gas
and provision -was made for the payment of his
salary for the remainder of the financial year and
for his passage expenses from Montreal to Barbados.
A further amount of $1,300 is now required to meet
the following additional expenditure : —

(a) Passage for officer’s wife from Mon-

treal to Barbados ..

(b) Passages for the officer and his wife

from Edmonton to Montreal .

(e¢) Baggage expenses, hotel bills and

incidental expenses

$ 335
$ 472
$ 450
$ 1,257

say $1,300
I mention that so that honourable members will
know beforehand that the only reason why we did
not come down for this sum of money before was that
at the moment when I introduced that Resolution,
the Government was not then aware of the fact that
this expert was living in Edmonton and that his pas-
sage for himself and his wife from Edmonton to
Montreal would also have to be paid.

Messrs, GODDARD, CRAWFORD, ALLDER and (GARNER
entered the House and tiook their seats.

Mr. ADAMS: Of my intention to move the
House into Committee of Supply at the next meet-
ing to consider the money Resolutions of which
unotice has just been given.

Other Notices given were as follows:—

Mr. MILLER: Of the following Address:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency the Governor

The House of Assembly respectfully draw to
Your Excellency’s attention that in their opinion
the following privileges should be accorded the
civil servants of this Island, and would ask Yhour
Excellency to give the same your earnest consider-
ation :—

) (a) That all established and un-established
civil servants should be allowed to stand for election
at the General Assembly of this Island.

(b) That should an officer be not success-
ful at the polls, he be automatically reinstated to
his former position in the service. )

{e) That if he is elected and serves for
one session only, the same provisions shall be obtain-
able; but Government’s responsibility towards an
officer should cease after the officer has completed
two legislative sessions.

2. The House would also request that when
permission is given to civil servants, that the several
Vestries of the Island should be invited to extend this
privilege to their employees.

3. The House would further ask that the text
of this Address be forwarded to His Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies,

QUESTIONS

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of this House:—

‘What, if any, action has been taken by Gov-
ernment to implement the Address passed by this
Chamber on dJuly 5th, 1949, in connection with
the establishment of a Government Printery in this
Island? '

{2) Is it a fact that it is possible to obtain
locally all apparatus necessary (if not new, in ex-
cellent condition) for the erection and maintenance
of such a printery ?

MR. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of this House:—

Is Government aware that dissatisfaction exists
amongst the easual and other labourers employed by
Departments of Highways & Transport and Public
Works in connection with their (a) scale of wages,
and (b) the fact that many such labourers are not,
as is the ease with weekly and monthly paid employ-
ees, in receipt of remuneration for bank-holidays?

(2) Will Government, in preparation of

! Colonial Estimates, 1951-52, bear the above in mind

with a view to budgeting for a reasonable increase
for such labourers ?

MR. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Senior
Member of the Executive Committee present at the
next meeting of this House :—

‘Whether Government will take the mnecessary
steps with a view to putting female and male teach-
ers on an equal salary scale basis.

REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,—I beg to present
the Report of the Select Committee appointed to con-
sider and report on the Bill to amend the law relal-
ing to persons of unsound mind and for purposes
connected therewith.

Mr. Bryax entered the House and took his seat.

WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT)
BILL, 1951

Mr, SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day
stands in the name of the honourable senior member
for St. Thomas:—Second reading of a Bill to amend
the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1943.

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,—This Bill seeks
to amend an error which was made in the Workmen’s
Compensation Act of last year; while increasing the
amount of money to be granted in case of death or
total disability, yet that Aet reduced the number of
weeks. That is an error which will affect the family
of a workman who had the misfortune either to be

L 4
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totally disabled or to lose his life. I beg to move that
this Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 8ir, before the question is
rut, I want to enquue of the introducer of this Bill
if, in his opinion, fixing a minimum wage rate on
whxch to base the computation would not be a safer
method of dealing with this matter. Last year we re-
duced the alternative weekly wages equivalent from
156 weeks to 130 weeks and from 208 weeks to 182
weels respectively and we then increased the maxi-
reum weekly wage rate allowed for computation pur-
peses. Well it was discovered that in spite of doing
that, the lower paid workers still received less com-
pensatlon in respect of death or disability than was
the case before. It appears to me, Sir, that it should
have been fairly easy to have discovered that what
bappened would have happened, and that if we had
a minimum wage rate on which to base the computa-
ticn, what is taking place now would not have been
pussible. T might have something further to say on
the Bill in this connection, but before I say it I
should like the honourable senior member for St.
Thomas to answer the question as to whether or not,
in his opinion, it would be advisable to have a mini-
mum wage rate on which to base the computation in-
stead of dealing with the matter in this way.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker,—This
amendment is really to revert to the original figures
in so far as the number of weeks’ wageg for compen-
sation in case a person might have been disabled or
lost his life are concerned. The legal Draughtsman
drafted this Bill in eonformity with other Actg in the

Caribbean area, which work on a basis of 130 weeks!

and 182 weeks respectively, and this amendment is
necessary 50 as to bring the number of weeks back
to 156 and 208 respectively as the position was in
the original Bill. In that Bill all workers were not
affected, but we do not want to make any worker get
less ecompensation in respect of death or disability
than he was getting before. The question of fixing a
minimum wage rate on which to base the compensa-
tion does not arise, because this is a question of pui-
ting the amendment where it should have been put.
In other words, the number of weeks should not have
keen changed. We are the only colony which carries
156 weeks and 208 weeks’ wages for compensation
in case of death or total incapacity respectively; other
colonies carry 130 weeks and 182 weeks respectively.

The question that this Bill be now read a sec-
ond time was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

On the motion of Dr. CumMiNng, seconded by Mr.
Cox, Mr. SpeakEr left the Chair, and the House went
into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SmiTH being in the
Chair.

Clause I, the title Clause, was read and passed.

Clause 2 wag read.

Dr. CUMMINS: T beg to move that Clause 2
stand part of the Bill
Mr. COX: T beg to second that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman,—Before you
put the question, T should like to say that it should
be fairly evident that in this matter of workmen's
eompensation, you should have your minimum wage
rate below which no worker could fall, so to speak.
In other words, if a minimum wage rate is used for
any worker in assessing the compensation which he
should be paid. the present difficulty would be set-
tled once for all. T am not at all sure that when we
should have passed this amendment which is before
us today, we are going in realltv to put the position of
the injured worker who is in a certain category, in
any better position than what he is in today. As a

)

matter of fact, in so far ag this Bill is concerned, it
seems to me that all of this tinkering with this ques-
tion every now and then is so much time wasted. The
matter getb more complicated, and, to judge from
what we did last year, the position of the worker,
instead of getting better, gets worse. I think, Sir
that this whole \Vorkmen ¢ Compensation Act Whlch
is based on the old English Act, should be repealed
in the same manner as the British Act has been re-
pealed. Other West Indian colonies which have the
same Act are taking steps either fundamentally to
amend it or to substitute something else for it. There
must have been something rundamentally wrong with
all the Workmen’s Compensation Aects in the British
West Indies that as far back as 10 or 11 years ago the
Royal Commission recommended most seriously that
the Governments concerned should take the earliest
possible steps to repeal the existing Aets. This local
Act is no exception and the position of the injured
worker under it is certainly not what it should be.
There are many interpretations by the lawyers of
various sections of the Act, and in so far as the aver-
age worker is concerned, if this Act is to continue
in operation much longer, I think the Government
should attach to the Department of Labour, some
legal advisor whose duty it will be, among other
things, to advise workers who need legal advice with
regard to their position under the terms of the Act
when they are injured. Many a worker who has
got injured and who has no money to pay a lawyer’s
fee is at a great disadvantage becahse he does not
know the slightest part of the benefits to whiech he
is really entitled under the terms of the Aect. In
England when this Act was in operation the various
Trade Unions represented the injured workers who
were members of these Trade Unions and provided
legal advice and even advanced the cost of litigation
which arose out of any dispute; but here, the posi-
tion is entirely different. If the Aect is to remain in
its complicated form, bearing in mind the incapacity
of the average worker to obtain any legal advice as
to his rights under the provisions of this Aect, it ,does
appear to me that the least that could be done is to
attach to the Department of Labour some legal officer
whose Lusiness it should be to advise injured workers
as to their rights and what not, under the. terms
of the Act. That, of course, is only one reason why
the Act should be repealed; there are dozens of other
reasons. It is highly possible, for instance under this
Act, for a worker who has definitely sustained an
mmjury to be awargded an empty judgment in the Law
Courts, and, Sir, I do not think that that should
be at all possible under any proper system of work-
men’s compensation. Some time ago, for instance, I
drew attention to the position with regard to the
half-monthly payments, There is a sub-section in the
Act, snbseetion 2 of section 6 which says: “ Any half-
monthly payment may, on review under this section,
subject to the provisions of this ‘Act, he continued,
increased, decreased, or ended, or if the accident is
found to have resulted in permanent disablement,
be converted to the lumpsum to which the workman
is entitled less any amount which he has already re-
ceived by way of half-monthly paymients.”’

That could mean that, in actual practice, if the
total assessment for damage finally is not in excess of
the amount already received by the worker by way of
half monthly payments when the case is actually con-
cluded, instead of the employer owing the injured
worker, the injured worker would be owing his em-
ployer That is one of the fantastie gort of things
possible under this Act, and the Royal Commission
of 1939—40 must have had very sound reasons f{cr
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recommending the wholesale abolition of the Act. I am
firmly convinced, and I am never tired of saying it,
that we really want to be fair to the injured worker
in this colony; we should do something to put work-
men’s compensation on a more satisfactory basis
and obviate the necessity on the part of an Injured
worker for having to apply to the Law Courts with
their complicated procedure, undue delay and the
heavy expense involved. Sir, workmen’s compensation
is not a matter that should give rise to all these diffi-
culties in so far as the injured party is concerned; the
Government of any country should regard it as its
fundamental obligation to assist in rehabilitating the
injured worker, and it should be regarded as the
obligation of the State itself to render such compen-
sation as the need arises. In other words, Sir, the
position of the injured worker should be guaranteed
by the Government under some comprehensive in-
surance fund to which the Government itself should
contribute as well as the employer and the employee.
Until something like that is done, or until some funda-
mental alteration is made in the existing legislation,
it should be fairly obvious that in many cases people
are going to be injured—sometimes slightly, some-
times very gravely—and for one reason or another,
they are not going to get the eompensation to which
they are rightly entitled ; or they might get it after un-
due delay and such painful experiences that one half
the value of the compensation might more or liss be
lost. T repeat, Sir, that, in so far as this particular
matter is concerned, either regducing the alternative
weekly wages equivalent or doing what we did last
time—increasing the maximum weekly wage rate al-
lowed for computation purposes—will not, in my
opinion, have the advantages which the insertion of
a minimum wage rate on which to base the computa-
tion will have. I shall not at all be surprised if, after
this amendment is in operation for some time, the
position which we hoped it would bring about, has
definitely not been achieved.

Mr. GiL came into the Committee and took his
seat.

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman,—It is quite obyi-
ous that members of this House have pet schemes
and when matters come before them contrary
to what their pet ideas are, they know absolutely
nothing about them and they may support them at
one time and dismiss them at another time with an
air of authority on each occasion as though they
know all about what they are doing. Now Sir, this
amendment which was read three times and passed
by this House on the 13th December, 1949, while it
gave greater compensation, it would seem to reduce
the length of time for computing the compensation,
and therefore some persons got less compensation;
and the amendment which is now before us is for the
purpose of putting back the Act where it was before.
To-day we have heard that the Royal Commission
recommended that the Act should have been repealed
or abolished. The Royal Commission came here in
1939 and the Act was put on the Statute Book in
1943.

Mr. CRAWFQRD: 1 hate to interrupt the
honourable member because he is all the oracle that
the normal person can be; but on this occasion—

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I sat because I
thought the honourable member was going to make
some explanation, but he is making a speech.

Mr. CRAWFORD : Continning where I left off—

Mr. LEWIS: Is the honourable member mak-
ing an explanation? I have the floor and the hon-
ourable member is too 0ld a member of the House to
get on with this nonsense. If he is not making an

explanation he must allow me to finish what I am
saying.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Continuing where I left
off, Mr. Chairman—

Mr. LEWIS: If the honourable member is not
making an explanation he must take his seat. 1
call upon you, Mr. Chairman, to ask him to take his
seat.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Is the honourable member
speaking on a point of explanation?

Mr. CRAWFORD: Of course I am. The time
will come when we shall have the honourable junior
member for the City occupying your Chair. lo
continue where I left off, what I gaid was that there
must have been something fundamentally wrong with
the Workmen’s Compensation Acts in the West
Indies that the Royal Commission recommended their
wholesale abolition. If the honourable member knew
anything about this matter he would have known that
our Act is based on the Trinidad Act and all we did
was to make improvements on the Act in line with
the English legislation.

Mr, LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,—The honourable
member says now what he should have said then,
and he should thank me for having raised the point.
He has recommended the wholesale abolition of this
Act and the Actg in the West Indies and he has said
that the disadvantages from which people would suffer
under this amendment would be obvious. This is
what the honourable member himself said on the 13th
December, 1949, when this matter was being discuss-
ed: ‘“What I sincerely hope, Sir, is that now that an
attempt is being made to make the compensation more
adequate’’—the same compensation which is today
not adequate—‘the lawyers will not increase their
fees proportionately and take more from an injured
workman.’”’ In order to get at the lawyers the hon-
ourable member said that we were increasing the
compensation of the workers. We know that the hon-
ourable member has a pet scheme--the Ontario sys-
tem—but because he has that system he should still
assist with legislation in the House and not blow
hot at one time and cold at another in the same key.
I do not think that the honourable member should
get up and pose as an authorily on Workmen’s Com-
pensation just for the purpose of attacking some
other honourable member, or putting forward some
pet scheme.

The question that Clause 2 stand part of the
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative with-
out division.

On the motion of Dr. CumMINs, seconded by Mr.
Cox, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the Bill
in Committee.

Mr. Spesaker resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On motions of Dr. Cumming, seconded by Mr. Cox
in each case, the Bill was read a third time and
passed.

COUNCIL’S AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIAL
REGISTRATION OF VOTERS (GENERAL
ASSEMBLY) BILL 195]

Mr. ADAMS: 1 beg to move, Mr, Speaker, that
the amendments of the Other Place to the Bill to
provide for the division of the Parishes and the
City of Bridgetown into Registration Districts for
elections to the General Assembly and for purposes
connected therewith be taken forthwith under Rule
262.

Dr. Cumming seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

‘.—m:

o
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Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the honourable senior meni-
ber for St. Joseph:—To move the consideration of
the amendments of the Honourable the Legislative
Council to the Bill to make provision for the division

of the Parishes and the City of Bridgetown into

Registration Districts for the purposes of the pre-
paration and revision in relation to each such parish
and the City of Bridgetown, of registers of all per-
sons entitled to be registered as voters at an election
of a member at the General Assembly, for such parish
and the City of Bridgetown, for purposes connected
therewith and incidental thereto.

Mr. ADAMS: Mr.
ments—I hope honourable members have had the
chance of looking at them over the weekend —
are all, as far as 1 remember, of a verbal nature.
Honourable members will remember that we made
cne amendment to the designation of the Bill in one
place; where the figures ‘‘1901°’ appeared we substi-
tuted for them the figures ‘“1950.”’ The Learned At-
torney General feels that the best method of deserib-
ing the Act is “‘The Representation of the People Aet,
1901, as amended by the Representation of the People
Act, 1950,” and the amendment of the Other Place is
to that effect. The other amendments are the changing
of the alternative to the fine; it was felt that if six
months’ imprisonment is the alternative to a fine of
$500,
$100. The Other Place has therefore left six months’
imprisonment as the alternative to a fine of $500,
but has made three months’ imprisonment as the
alternative to a fine of $100. The Other Place has
considered canvassing by an assistant Registering
Officer while he is registering persons as a most
serious offence and has changed the penalty sanc-
tioned by this House from $100 to $500 with the
alternative of six months’ imprisonment. Those are
the main amendments made by the Other Place to
this Bill. If honourable members take the Bill as
printed, they will see that the interpretation seec-
tion has been changed, and there is a similar change
in section 3. That is the section we changed but not
the others. As passed by the House section 22
has the present tense “cease’” and the Other Place
has changed it to the past tense ‘‘ceased’’; in three
instances in this section the word ‘‘six’’ has been
changed to the word ‘‘three’’ and there is also either
the insertion of a word or a grammatical change.
In seetion 26 the word ¢ purposes’’ has been changed
to “‘purpose’’; in section 27 the word “everyone”’
has been changed to “every person’’; in section 2§
the words ‘‘the purpose of’’ have been inserted be
tween the word ‘“‘for’’ and the word ‘‘engaging’’
and in section 29 the Other Place with a meticulous
regard for living or what they consider orthodox
English, has changed the word ‘‘rules’’ to “regula-
tions’’. In short, the Other Place has, if I may say
say so with great respect, confined itself to the
duties of the Other Place, that is to correct all the
grammatical mistakes of the lower House. As hon
ourable members will see, these are not amendments
at which they should cavil; they are necessary cor-

rections of oversights in this House. I beg to move
that these amendments be now read a first time.

Dr. CuMmMmiNs seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

On motions of Mr. Apawms, seconded by Dr. Com-
MINS in each case, the amendments were read a sec-
ond time and agreed to.

Speaker,— These amend-

it should not be the alternative to a fine of

[}
H

COUNCIL’S AMENDMENTS TO THE REPRE-
SENTATION OF I'HE PEOPLE (REGIS-
YRALTIGN OF VOTERS) (SUSPEN-

SION) BILL, 1951

Mr. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that the Amend-
ments of the Other Place to the Bill to suspend the
provisiong of the Representation of the People Act,
1901, requiring a Register of Voters to be prepared
in the year 1951 and for purposes incidental thereto,
be considered forthwith under Rule 262.

Dr. CummiNs seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order also stands in
the name of the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph :—To move the consideration of the Amend-
ments of the Honourable the Legislative Council to
the Bill to suspend the provisions of the Representa-
tion of the People Act, 1901, requiring a Register, of
Voters to be prepared in the year 1951 and for pur-
poses incidental thereto.

Mr. ADAMS: Ag regards the amendments to
this Bill, the first is the changing of the figures ‘1950’
to the figures ‘“1951”’. Relative to the other amend-
ment, we put in a new section saying that the Aect
shall come into operation on such date ag the Gov-
ernor shall appoint by proclamation published in the
Official Guazette, and the Other Place has used a capi-
tal “‘P’’ in the gpelling of the word ‘‘proclamation.’”’
I beg to move that these amendments be now read a
first time,

Dr. Cummins seconded the motion which was
agreed to.

COMMISSIONS OF ENQUIRY (AMEND-
MENT) BILL 1951

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Qrder also stands in
the name of the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph :—To move the second reading of a Bill in-

tituled an Act to amend the Commissions of Enquiry
Act, 1908 (1908—3).

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker,—The Commissions
of Enquiry Act, 1908 gives power to the (Governor-
in-Executive Committee whenever he shall deem it
advisable to issue a Commission appointing one or
more Commissioners and authorising such Commis-
sioners or any quorum of them therein mentioned to
enquire into the conduct of any officer in the Public
Service of the Tsland, the conduet or management
of any department of the public service or of any
public or local institution which receives any money
from the Public Treasury, or into any matter connec-
ted with such department or public or local institu-
tion in which an enquiry would, in the opinion of
the Governor-in-Executive Committee, be for the
public welfare. I do mot wish to use strong
language especially at the present moment when
scme of the protagonists of these unhappy troubles
are among us; but in the past when the conduct of
Vestries had to be enquired into and the Government
attempted to make use of this Act, the legal advisers
of the Colonial Office seemed to think that the
Vestries were not covered by the Act — an amazing
decision. Apparently the Government of that day
was advised that it could do nothing in respect of
Vestry matters under the words ‘‘local institution.’’
Ir any event the present Government is of the
opinion that the wording of this Act is too restricted,
and it has come to the conclusion — and it is asking
the House to support it in that conclusion — that
an enquiry should be held into any matter in which,
In the opinion of the Governor-in-Executive Com—
mittee, an enquiry is in the public interest. The
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smendment which I am therefore moving, Mr.
Speaker, is to change section 2 of the Act in the
manner sget out in this proposed Bill, that is, by
deleting the words from ‘‘to enquire’’ occurring in
line five thereof to ‘‘local imstitution’’ oceurring in
line ten thereof and substituting therefor the follow-
ing words :—

“to enquire into the conduct of any officer
in.the public service of the Island, the conduct
or management of any department of the pub-
lic service or of any public or local institution
or into any matter in which an enquiry would,
in the opinion of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee, be in the public interest.”’

I will anticipate possible questions or comments
by saying that there are many colonies in which the
wording of the Commissions of Enquiry Act is as
wide as the amendment which the Government now
proposes. In the Bahamas the Act reads:

‘““Whenever it shall appear to the Governor-in-
Couneil that it will be for the public benefit so 1o
do, the Governor may issue a Commission appointing
persons, no less than three in number, to enquire
into and report upon any matter stated in such Com-
mission as the subject of enquiry.”’

The Bermuda Act reads:

‘““The Governor may, whenever he shall deem
it advisable, issue a Commission appointing one or
more Commissioners authorising them, or any
quorum of them therein mentioned, to enquire mto
the conduet of any civil servant, the conduct or
management of any department of the Public Ser-
viece or into any matter in which an enquiry would,
ir. the opinion of the Governor, be for the public
welfare.”’

The Act of British Guiana reads:

‘It shall be lawful for the Governor, whenever
he shall deem it advisable, to issue a Commission
appointing two or more Commissioners and author-
ising such Commissioners or any quorum of them
therein mentioned, to enquire into the conduct of
any public or local officers or the conduct or manage-
ment of any department of the public service or of
any public or local institution, or of any municipal
or local authority or into any matter in which an
enquiry would, in the opinion of the Governor, be
for the public welfare.” _

The Act of Hong Kong reads:

‘“The Governor-in-Council shall have power to

nominate and appoint Commissioners under the
public seal for the purpose of instituting, making,
and conducting any enquiry that may be deemed
advisable and for reporting thereon.”
. In short, this proposed amendment, 1 suggest,
iz not only a reasonable amendment in itself, but it
has the authority of precedents in other colonies of
the British Empire. I therefore have much pleasure
in moving that this Bill be now read a second time

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker,—I must say that
o public enquiry into any matter that is of public
interest, is a matter that no honest man should ob-
struct or in any way impede or be afraid of, because
it is something in the interest of the public. I would
like to say that we have waited until we might get
ministerial status — until the day when members
of this House might be in charge of Departments
to give permission for public enquiries to be made
into the conduet of those Departments. I take it
that these words which are to be substituted are new
and are not any repetition of what is already in the
Act. We have to be very careful in a matter of
this sort, because you may start an enquiry in the
pu!ohc interest, and the moment you start that en
quiry you throw suspicion on an officer or a depart

ment. The mere fact that you conduet an enquiry
on charge a man in a Court of law, might leave
a stigma on him no matter how great his defence is.
I find it strange that now we are advancing towar:ds
ministerial status, when we can have our own min-
isters in this House -— which I hope will be very
goon — we are giving permission for a public en-
quiry to be made into the conduct of departments.
We have enquired into the conduct of a publie
department already, but I do not feel like being too
free in extending these matters at this particular
time. I expeet that, with the coming into being of
niinisterial status in this colony, we will have the
very highest standard of conduet existing in the
various departments. As far as the Vestries are
coneerned, I believe that we are going to modernise
local government in this colony very soon. 1 feel
that a public enquiry is a necessary thing and,
possibly, it is unfortunate that it is the rule rather
than the exception in the conduect of our public life,
I am giving this Bill my support, but I take it that
with the responsibility of the representatives of the
people in this House, it will not be necessary to
have any public enquiry.

The question that thig Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

On the motion of Mr. Apawms, seconded by Dr.
Cummins, Mr. Speagker left the Chair, and the
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMire
being in the Chair.

The two Clauses of the Bill were read and passed.

On the motion of Mr. Apams, seconded by Dr.
CuMMINS, the CHATRMAN reported the passing of the
Bill in Committee.

Mr. SpEAKER resumed the
accordingly.

On motions of Mr. Apams, seconded by Dr.
CuMMINS in each case, the Bill was read a third
time and passed.

Chair and reported

IMMIGRATION OF PAUPERS (PREVENTION)
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1951

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order stands in the
name of the honourable senior member for St.
Thomas:—To move the second reading of a Bill in-
tituled an Ae¢t to amend the Tmmigration of Paupers
(Prevention) Aect, 1909.

Dr. CUMMINS.: Mr. Speaker,—As is set out in
the “Objects and Reasons’’, this Bill seeks to amend
the Immigration of Paupers (Prevention) Aect, 1609,
sc as to transfer the responsibility for the control of
immigration from the Harbour and Shipping Master
to the Commissioner of Police, This would give effect
to one of the requests put forward by the Commissioner
of Police in his recommendations for a new Immigra-
tion Act, and would be in keeping with practice
elsewhere. The provisions of the Act are also made
applicable to passengers arriving by airecraft. The
Commissioner of Police feels that that state of affairs
which exists in other West Indian Islands, would
give a greater measure of control over pauper im-
migrants. This amendment seeks to give the Com-
missioner of Police authority for the control of im-
migration by transferring the examination of these
immmigrants from the Harbour and Shipping Master

tc him. 1T beg to move that this Bill be now read a
second time.
Mr. COX: T beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker,—I am hoping that
with your indulgence I will be able to get some in-
formation as to the re-arrangements in so far as this
colony is concerned, since we have agreed to adhers
to the Intercolonial Repatriation Agreement. Tt

ry
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‘would appear that this matter of Barbados joining
in the Intercolonial Repatriation Agreement has been
going on since 1927; there is a Message No. 6,/1948
from the Governor, which refers to Message No. 22
ol the 1st September, 1927, from the then Governor
and inviting the views of the House on the subject
of the repatriation of distressed Barbadians, and the
Reply of the House dated the 25th October, 1927, on
the subject. Well, Sir, it would seem that since then the
Immigration Laws of Trinidad have been changed ;
the Immigration Authorities in that colony are at
liberty to demand of a visitor from Barbados or any
cther West Indian Colony an amount, whether it is
$100, $200, or $300, that would be necessary should
he become a charge on the public of Trinidad. This
matter of the Intercolonial Repatriation Agreement
was discussed in this House on the 1st March, 1949,
when the honourable senior member for St. Joseph
-asked us to send a Reply to the Governor’s Message
No. 1,/1949 in that connection. The Order was the
-consideration of the Report of the Select Committee
.appointed to consider and prepare a draft reply to
His Excellency’s Message No 1/1949 relating to the
Intercolonial Repatriation Agreement. In moving
‘the passing of the Address in reply to the Messa, e, the
honourable senior member for St. Joseph said this.

‘‘Speaking plainly, if we do not agree, Barbadians
will have to continue to be in possession of a return
ticket or pay a deposit of $100 in order to go to Trini-
-dad, which is really for the third class type of visitors.
If we agree, it wil] mean that the Trinidad Government
‘would not have to have that deposit to be used by way
of supporting destitute Barbadians.”’

From the Address which we passed on the 1st
March, 1949, to be sent to the Governor in reply to
Lis Message, it would seem to me that money is being
«demanded illegally of Barbadians in Trinidad. There
must be something wrong about this matter because
this House has been asked to agree to the Intercolonial
Repatriation Agreement and right at the same time
Trinidad can demand $100 from a visitor there. There
must be something wrong somewhere; we were par-
ticularly asked to join in this Agreement and Trini-
dad was the one Island behind the Barbados Govern-
ment from 1928 until 1949 when we agreed to join
the Agreement. Now Trinidad has given the Im-
niigration Officer the power to demand $100 or more
from a visitor to Trinidad! If we have subseribed to
this Agreement, then I clalm that from 1949 the
Trinidad Government has been collecting deposits
from visitors from Barbados wrongfully, and in-
sisting upon the possession of return tickets wrong-
fully. I repeat; something is wrong somewhere. It is
for us to see that boma fide visitors to Trinidad go
there, or that people who would not necessarily be-
come a charge on this Government go out of this island.
The Trinidad Government has no responsibility for
2ny Barbadian going there now; if he obeys the law
it is O.K., but if he disobeys it thep put him in jail.
1f he becomes destitute, they are nothing to do with
him; but if we have subscribed to the Agreement,
then they must send him back at our expense | agree
however that responsibility for the control of immi-
grants should be transferred to the Police.

Mr. MAPP: I am one of those members who
welcome this Bill. Some time ago I put Questions to
the Government concerning the immigration of people
from other West Indian Colonies into Barbados when
Barbados could not freely emigrate to those Colonies.
The Government, in reply to my Questions, said that
they were taking steps to strengthen the control of
immigration of paupers into this colony, and 1 take
it that this one of the steps which they are taking—
the transfer of the responsibility for such control from
the Harbour Master to the Commissioner of Police

who would be more in a position to make enquiries
from immigrants as to their circumstances. Sir, in
spite of the fact that we have not finished the debate
or: the Replies to those Questions, and that sentiment
in this House was in favour of the purpose which
prompted me to put the Questions, 1 want to say that
1 am hoping that the Commissioner of Police will take
strong steps as far as this matter of the contro] of
immigrants into this colony is conce¥ned. I am bear-
ing particularly in mind the practice of East Indians
who come in here; 1 think it was the honourable senior
taember for St. John who brought up the matter most
fereefully in that debate and urged in no uncertain
terms, and I hasten to add my support, that we should
¢o what the sister colony of Trinidad has done in her
recent move towards controlling the activities of these
traders who take advantage of the poor people espec-
ially those in the country areas. I understand, Sir,
that these Bast Indian traders charge any price for
their goods and that is not a matter to be taken lightly ;
other colonies are not taking it lightly. In other
colonies steps are being taken to control the activities
oi these itinerant traders, these Bast Indians, and we
should also take steps to stop them from defrauding
the poor people. If the Government have not treated
this matter as it should be treated before, then I
suggest that they should treat it as it should be
treated now. The problem has not been as acute in
the past as it is today; any honourable member who
pretends that he does not know about it is not keep-
mg his ears to the ground. I welcome this Bill be-
cause we will thereby be able to keep a stricter control
over these people than we have been able to do in the
past.

Mr. ADAMS: 1t is rather amusing to listen to
the honourable member who has Just sat down. We
ave always interested in listening to him ; he is young
and in the energy of youth we hear a lot of novel ideas
from him. This island runs over with Barbadians
end it is absolutely essentia] for us to go into the ends
cf the earth and help to populate the empty spaces.
I am speaking without any inhibitions today and if
any non-Barbadian listens to me, he must reflect that
I am a Barbadian. We claim that we go abroad and
hold big positions in other colonies and even in big
countries; is it not the height of stupidity—the hon-

~ourable member will pardon me for the use of that

word—for us to express our views against the im-
wigration of other people to our shores? I say nothing
more on that point. It is silly to give occasion to
other people to set wup barriers against Barba-
dians when it is essential for Barbadians to go
abroad and make good. That is a perfect answer to
the implication of the honourable member’s speech ;
as soon as you set up immigration barriers against
people, they will set up immigration barriers against
veu. Barbados is the last place in the world to make
objections to other people coming in here.

My next point is this: since when in the history
cf Barbados have we been afraid of people coming
in? In Great Britain you can see a wave of im.
migrants, and there are countries which, far from
being afraid of immigrants, welcome them. The im-
migrants add to the potential wealth of those countries
and the countries absorb them. There are thousands
of English families which are of French or Dutcn
origin. I speak of England, but in the United States
there are people other than native Americans. If you
take the history of Barbados, you will find that Jews
came to this island about 200 years ago; in the days
before real estate agents were so flourishing the Jews
acquired a substantial portion of Swan Street, but
the native Barbadians ran them out and are continu-
ing to run them out. They are coming back and we
do not mind them coming back and = building up
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businesses ; but in time, as a distinguished commereial
man who is not so far removed in building from the
honourable senior member for Christ Church once
remarked; ‘“We will buy out your business’’. That
is the reaction of the average Barbadian. We should
be friendly and hospitable towards people and even-
tually show them that Barbadians are still like all
ereation. I hope that the honourable junior member
for St. Thomas will not give the impression to non-
Barbadians that Barbadians are afraid of their com-
ing here. Let ug take the honourable junior member
for St. James; the honourable member came here
and he is a successful commercial man. Nobody
would suggest that we do mot welcome him, and no-
body suggested that when the honourable member
came here he was going to lord it over us, or that we
were going to lord it over him ; and he is as good a Bar-
badian as any of us who has been born here, There-
fore I appeal to the honourable junior member for
St. Thomas to see that if people are determined to con-
tribute to the good of this island, and are determined
to be one of us, we should be the same to them. I hope
the honourable member will not give the impression
from his speeches in this House, that we are afraid
of or hostile to people coming into this colony.

Whether it is an East Indian who happens to be born .
in India or a Chinaman who happens to be born in’

China, what does it matter to us whether he comes
here? I do not see that we should follow what is done
in another colony in this matter of immigration; I
hate to think that the time would come when we would
have to follow the example of some other West Indian
colony. Other West Indian colonies should say that
Barbados does so and so and therefore we are going
to do it.

It was not oniy the remarks of the homourabie
senior member for St. Thomas that brought me to my
feet. I am speaking now not as a member of the Gov-
ernment, let alone being Leader of the House; 1 am
speaking as a Barbadian and a member of the Ilounse.
1 have been attacked and the Government has been
attacked in connection with the recent legislation in
Trinidad relative to immigration; it has been sug-
gested that the Government deceived this House or the
people in a remark which I made some time ago as
referred to by the honourable junior member for the
City. I can only say that the documents are there for
people to see. We were led to believe that if we came
under the Intercolonial Repatriation Agreement the
payment of this $100 deposit would come to an end.
Trinidad has not done anything illegal, because the
law passed there the other day says that any immigrant
to that colony has to deposit his return fare whether
that is $100 or $20. It is perfectly legal to pass these
Regulations, but we must see that this Government was
led to believe that if we came under this Agreement
which we turned down in 1928, the payment of this
deposit would cease. 1 remember the argument used
by the late Mr. Walter Reece who, T think, was in
charge of affairs in those days; ‘““We go all over the
world, therefore do not let us set up any barriers
against people coming here.”” In any event, in those
days, the House did not think it necessary to come
under the Intercolonial Repatriation Agreement; it

.~ was not until 1949 that we, on the insistence of Trini-
dad came under the Agreement, and we were given
the impression that we, having come under the Agree-
ment, it would no longer be necessary for Barbadians
te deposit $100 on entering Trinidad. The new Con-
stitution in that colony seems to have produced this
new legislation. I just want to say in conclusion
that it hag been argued that in a federated West In-
dies, the Federal Government would have to control

emigration from one colony to another. On one of
these days the honourable junior member for St.
Thomas will suggest that we should have immigration
laws between St. Thomas and St. Joseph. That was
en argument adduced in Trinidad and I hope that
none of us will make that mistake. I apologize to the
junior member for St. Thomas if I have taken more
notice of his remarks than it was necessary for me
to take.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker,—Sinee it has been
admitted that our population overflows the boundaries
of Barbados, I feel that any measure which prevents
undesirables, whether colonials or otherwise, from
coming in here should be brought into force. I am
¢lad that the responsibility for the control of im-
ru'gration is going to be turned over to the Police
Department. I would like to stress here that this
Government should give the Police Department
authority to clean up the streets of Bridgetown which
are now congested with a certain type or with certain
types of undesirable elements. I think, Sir, that the
title of this Bill is wrong inasmuch as it is a fact that
the real paupers cannot and do not travel. There
are some people who come here from the colonies,
people whom vou ecannot consider as paupers, but
they come here for some reason or other and you will
find that they do not contribute to the national wealth
of the eolony, nor do they contribute to the upkeep
of the culture at which we are aiming; their presence

_here contributes to the contrary to the state of affairs

which should obtain. As one of the fathers of West
Indian Federation, the honourable senior member for
St. Joseph has made a wonderful speech in support
ot that ideal; but we are not thinking in terms of
preventing persons from coming in here and bring-
irg their American dollars or English pounds and
setting up business here so as to remove much of the
unemployment which we have now; we are not think-
ing of prohibiting the entry of such persons when we
say that we must bring about controls; we are think-
ing in terms of a certain type of people who hear
sbout Barbadian life and who are atiracted here.
They want to live here and you can see the reason
why the honourable junior member for St. Thomas
and I have become so uneasy about the present
situation. I have noticed that many of these people
have become members of the unestablished staff of the
Government when many of our people are willing to
get a job.

Mr. Speaker, T see that it is now 5 o’clock and I
daresay that honourable members would like to have
their tea. I therefore beg to move that this House do
now adjourn for half an hour.

Dr. CumMmiNg seconded the motion which was
agreed to, and Mr. SpEakER adjourned the House
accordingly.

REPLIES LAID

On re-assembling,

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr., Speaker,—I beg to lay
the Replies to Questions No. 29, standing in the name
of the honourable junior member for St. Philip,
relative to Island Constables being called upon to do
speeial work during the disturbances of 1937. On
behalf of the honourable senior member for St. Peter,
I beg to lay the Replies to Questions No. 61, also
standing in the name of the honourable junior mem-
ber for St. Philip, relative to the total number and
acreage of sugar plantations and/or sugar factories
owned by absentee proprietors in Barbados.

by
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DISSATISFACTION -AMONG EMPLOYEES AT
: DODDS PLANTATION
Mr. GARNER: Mr. Speaker,—Before we begin
the other part of the day’s business, 1 wish to _brl_ng
to the notice of the House a matter of public im-
portance. I beg to move that the House do now ad-
journ for five minutes in-order that I might discuss
the matter. It has been brought to my attention thai
there has been a little trouble in vespeet of the
property owned by the Government, known as Dodds
Plantation and as now run by the Government on
account of certain conditions which the Management
has to face. I should preface my remarks by saying
that it was a good omen when the Government acted
wisely in divoreing the Institution from the Plan-
tation, and I think that things have worked very
beneficially all along. I am not passing any remarks
as to the working of the Institution, because it goes
without saying that that Institution is being well run.
{Hear, hear). We have as the Head of the Department
a very kind-hearted person who really takes a very
tatherly look into the affairs of the inmates. But
what has been reported to me is this—one might ask
why I did not inform the Government about it, and
my reply to that is that I was asked to bring gthe
matter to the notice of the members of the House, so
that it would get a quicker despatch. That is why I
have taken this course. It is a recognized fact that
all the plantations in this colony and even the fac-
tories are paying their employees some sort of bonus
on the overall profits out of the crop, but up to now
that particular system has not operated at Dodds
Piantation. The agricultural employees were told
by some members of the public that they are classified
as Civil Servants; that is erromeous, of course, but I
am stating how the matter was brought to me. These
employees have been told that Civil Servants do not
get any bonus and therefore they are not entitled to
any bonus. It is incumbent upon me to draw to the
attention of the Government that there is grave dissat-
isfaetion existing on the part of these employees be-
cause they have mot’ received any bomus just as ém-
ployees at other plamtations have received theirs
You will recall, Mr. Speaker, that just before the crop
season began, a cane fire took place at this particular
Plantation, and I think it has amounted to a total loss
because the canes were burnt before the crop started;
and since the erop began another fire has taken place,
which ‘really points to the fact that there is grave
dissatisfaction among the employees there. I can
only do what has been asked of me to do, and that is
to air the matter on the floor of the House, so that it
can be remedied very expeditiously, and now that this
matter has been brought to the notice of the Govern-
ment today, T am sure that it will move so that this
dissatisfaction which now exists at Dodds Plantation
will be remedied very expeditiously.

T want to reassure those people who are suffer-
ing under this hardship that I share their views; I
believe just as they do, that the Government should be
the first to set the example in such profit-sharing
benefits. I am not accusing the Government of any-
thing, but I am bringing the case of the parishioners
to its notice in this manner. The Government is
supposed to set an example, and T need not remind it
of this because it runs a Union—perhaps the only
TUnion in this eolony—and therefore some of the mem-
bers should know what are the benefits to be derived
from sharing in the profits of this Plantation. The
onus is on the Government to set its own house in
order so that this dissatisfaction will no longer exist,

eliminate what grievandes now exist at the Plantation

tierybody knows that the agticultural labourer today
1 a wide-awake man; and he is clamouring ‘either
directly or indirectly for some of the profits which
the plantations or factories are making. I want to
point out that the Labour Union has done mueh to
awaken the people of this necéssity; it has agitated
for remedying the evils ‘which existed, but this matter
has-passed the Unjon by. This particular Plantation
is the property of the Executive Committee; they have
the policy which operates there in the palms of their
handg and it is therefore up to thém to move quickly
and see that both the Management and the employees
get what they justly deserve out of this Government
Plantation. Heretofore such a problem could not
exist because the boys and girls did whatever work
was to be dome in the field with the exception of a
little transient labour; but since they have divorced
the Institution from the Plantation, they have tuv
depend upon labour from the meighbouring villages.
Scme of the people who are now permanently em-
ployed at Dodds feel that an injustice is being done
to them because when they work at other places they
share in the bonus which is paid at Christmas time,
Since they have heard that they afe Civil Servants—
and there is a big question mark behind that—they
feel that being Civil Servants they are exeluded from
getting this bonus. I tried to explain to them that
by no stretch of the imagination could they be called
Civil Servants, that an oversight had taken place and

‘the Government will put into operation the policy

which exists at other plantations no sooner than the
matter is brought to their notice. I feel that the Gov-

f ernment should 1ake notice of the dissatisfaction which.

exists. at Dodds and which has brought a loss to the
Plantation by the burning of the canes, because there
is nothing hke eo-operation. Those of us who bave
had the great experience of being employees before
we became employers, will know what great satisfac-
tion a person gets when he knows that he is going to
be squarely dealt with, when he knows that a little
extra something is coming to him, Perbaps he has
incurred bills and depends upon that little extra
something to square them off. In this case when an
cmployee asks the Management about the little extra
something which should come to him, one of the
Meanagement will say: ‘“We have no right to do. it”’.
Some of the people who complained to me told me
that the bookkeeper used to give them something out
of his own pocket at Christmas time when it was only
a few of them; but now that the use of the inmates
of the Govermment Industrial Schools has been dis-
continued, the staff is too big for the bookkeeper to
give something to all of them, Therefore'thex want
the whole policy revised and the policy of the Gov-
ernment must be to do the same thing which the plan-
tations generally do, that is, to give their employees -
that extra something either at Christmas time. or
auring the year, out of the profits derived from the
piantations. I think that this is a case for a little en-
quiry by the Government to find out from the Manage-
ment at other places what obtains at those places,
and see to it that whatever benefits employees get at

the private plantations, the employees at Dodds must
also get. ‘

While I am speaking on this matter 1 want again
to remind the Government that it is high ime that
we save the travelling allowance which is paid to the
Nianager of Dodds and build a house for him on the

-spot. From what I have seen-of his work, he is an

efficient man ; from what I have gathered, the tonnage
21 the plantation has gone up tremendousty, and the

i ‘ jfigures which have come before us have proved bheyond
but the Governthent will go one step further and |the shadow of deubt that the Plantation is now mak-

: : ] dLg money instead of being Tun at a loss.
I think T have said enough on this question because |\if the Government is making money, I am sure that

Therefore
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the Government as it is now comprised, will not, think
bard to pass on some of the profits not only to build
a house for the Manager on the spot, but also to give
the people who work at the Plantation a share in the
profits which are made by the sweat of their brow.

I think I have given a clear picture of what is
happening at Dodds and 1 would like the matter dealt
at once. Complaints will be made, but as soon as
they can be remedied they should be remedied. I do
not want the people of this Island to feel that the
Government is not willing to do for its employees
what it is preaching to private individuals to do for
theirs. These employees deserve to get whatever
bonuses are being shared out; they deserve to get
every advantage that is given to employees in similar
circumstances. I want to say that there is nothing
like co-operation. I had a chat with the bookkeeper
who does not live on the premises and who also draws
travelling allowance. 1 want to draw to the attention
of the Government that after a certain time in the
evening everybody leaves Dodds Plantation and that
is wrong; the Government must put some responsible
person. to live on the Plantation. Seawell 1s many
miles from Dodds and the greater area of land is a:
Dodds. If you have an efficient manager of Dodds
and he is miles away, he can be far more efficient if
he is on the spot. It has been drawn to my attention
that sometimes during the crop season a lorry breaks
down late at night, and due to the fact that the people
are not getting any extra remuneration, they do not
want to co-operate; they say: ‘‘My time is up and 1
am off.”” 'When you lose co-operation, you upset the
Mansgement tremendously; that goodwill which
should exist between employer and employee is
destroyed and that is what I am seeking to regain here
now. The Management would like to do things to the
satisfaction of the Government; they would also like
to do for their employees on whom they have to depend
for carrying on their work, the same thing that is
done for similar employees at other plantations; so
let the Government get a policy for the people who
work on their plantations, Not only should the Gov-
ernment see that Dodds is run properly, but its policy
must also be to own more plantations in this colony.
‘Whether it is a question of profit sharing or not, there
must be some sort of experimenting in this clony
because, as everybody knows, the population of this
colony is land hungry. People who have recently
owned a few dollars, want to buy homes; they want to
feel independent of the plantation system, they want
to have some pride in having their own land. T think
that the Government should have a proper proportion
of peasants satisfied ; T know the pride which one takes
in owning his little plot of land without having to look
at anyone to gee if he is pleased or not. Such a person
will not have any fear of being given a seven days’
notice, The great thing is to have the will to do things,
and if you onee develop the will to do anything the op-
portunity must arise for you to do it. Some of us are
creatures of circumstances and some of us are creators
of circumstances; I happen to belong to the latter
class. (Cheers).

Mr. Speaker, I am not saying anything more at
this point; T repeat that I was asked to bring this
matter on the floor of the House to-day. As a matter
of fact, T was asked to do it two weeks ago, but T
could not get here. However, T have taken the oppor-
tunity to raise the matter to-day, feeling confident
that it will be adjusted at once. I repeat that since
the Labour Government came into power, they
do move at once when a genuine complaint is made
on the floor of this House. So long as they con-
tinue to do these things, they will find seats in
this honourable House; but the day they refuse to do

—
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these things, the pace will be made hot for them.
(Laughter). 1 have implicit confidence in the mem-
bers of the Executive Committee that they will
expedite this matter, that they will get in touch
with the Management at Dodds and see what is wrong.
We do not want to lose that co-operation which is
necessary for the good working of the place. My ad-
vice to the Government is to set their house in order
along the agricultural line, so that when they make
demands on -private planters to do things, whether
through the Union or from the floor of the House,
those planters will not be able to point their fingers
at the Government and say: ‘‘You are trying to take
the mote out my eye and yet you leave a bheam in
yours.”” I hope that the myth from which people now
suffer, because they have been told that they ecannot
get this bonus and share in the profits, will be exploded
in a short time, and the Government will state its
poliey as to the working of this Plantation,

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to second the motion for the
adjournment of the House and I wish to congratulate
the honourable member for the moderation which he
has shown in his remarks. The honourable member
has not thought fit to say that the Government is the
worst Government he has known, and he has told us
what we expect of him. I hope he will not blush if
I say that members of the (Government have come to
look upon him as one of their sincerest supporters,
as a supporter of all good government and as one of
the greatest champions in bringing to the notice of the
Government such grievances as exist in this island.
The honourable member’s method of approach will
always bear fruit, because, human nature beizg what
it is, if you have a point to make and in making it
you approach the subject as if the person to whom
you are appealing is fhe greatest villain on earth and
vou have to use language of hyperbole, naturally you
will not do any good. The honourable member liftle
knows what a compliment he was paying the Govern-
ment when he said that in the past when he brought
things to the notice of the Government, the Govern-
ment acted very expeditiously in relation to those
things. In this case, the Government is actually
working on the matter. The honourable member’s
speech reminds me of the aceount about how invention
is progressing, and it ends up by stating that the rate
of progress is such that eventually you reach the stage
where vou actually get the answer back before you
post the lefter. That has happened today. Barlier
today the honourable senior member for St. Thomas
gave notice of a Resolution for the sum of $6,000 and
1 will read the addendum to that Resolution. Tt is as
follows :—

The amount provided in the 1950-51 Estimates for
Labour at Dodds Plantation is $20,760. This amount
is insufficient to meet the expenses of the 1951 sugar
crop which has just begun and supplementary provis-
ion of $6,000 is now requested to meet expenses to the
end of the finaneial year. Extraordinary expenditure
during the year included the payment of-—
(a) 1214% increase in wages arising out of the
Ministry of Food Price for Sugar in 1950;
and g

(b) 7% Crop bonus arising out of an agreement
between the Sugar Producers’ Federation and
the Barbados Workers’ Union; for every
5,000 tons over 120,000 (which is considered
an average crop) a bonus of 1% is paid—the
1950 sugar crop amounted to 165,000 tons.

(¢) The usual bonus paid to labourers om the
same basis as is paid by owners of private
estates.
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In short, the honourabie member got The snsSWes
before he raised the question. luven 1r tie Lonour-
able member knew about this Resoiution, 1 thank him
for raising this matter on the noor of the House; 1t 1>
a matter of public interest. ln respect of every poin.
which the honourable member has made, 1 am happy
to say that the Government is going into the matter;
we are acting on the principle that the Government
should set an example to private persons. I am not
being critical; I believe that this bonus is called a
Christmas bonus, but a person is entitled to a bonus on
the work which he does whether it is Christmas time
or not. Not only is it right to pay people bonuses on
the work which they do, but the Government agrees
with the principle of profit sharing. We are actually
going into the figures in respect of Seawell and Dodds
and we are prepared. to ask the House to accept the
principle of profit sharing where agricultural enter-
prises are concerned. We are hoping that private
interests will do the same,

Ags regards purchasing plantations and rvnning
them on a profit-sharing basis, that is also the active
"policy of the Government. (Cheers). It is true that
when we come to purchase places like Lower Estate
and others like that, we may be asked to pay tre-
mendous prices; but at any rate, the Government has
under contemplation the settlement of people in a co-
operative way on land purchased by the Government,
and running proportionate profit farms on the Puerto
Rican model. The Government has had that as part
of its programme for years and now that the matter
has been brought before the House, the House may
rest assured that the Government is coming down with
the proposal. At the present moment the Government
has someone employed in the examination of figures
affecting Dodds and Seawell as regards the question of
profit sharing the principle of which the Government
hag accepted.

- In connection with the Manager of Dodds being
shifted from Seawell, equally that is a principle
with which we agree, and the Government is at
present engaged in going through the Hstimates,
which are coming before the House, with regard to
that question. The extra land has been taken up
and the Government has accepted the prineiple that
the 30 acres should be used for allotments to vegetable
evops, and so on, rather than have the Manager
working between Seawell and Dodds. The Govern-
ment agrees, as regards the question of travelling
allowance, that the Manager should not be shifted
between Dodds and Seawell when there is only the
small acreage of 80 acres at Seawell. The good points
which have been made by the honourable member are
engaging the attention of the (Government; there is
1ot one thing which he has mentioned with which we
are not dealing. I hope that honourable members
will adopt the sane and sober methods of the honour-
able senior member for St. Philip, and when they know
of a good plantation which the Government may pur
chase comparatively cheap, they will let the Govern-
ment know about it. If we can get people to sel] their
land at a reasonable price, the Government will very
soon implement the policy which we have in mind—to
start co-operatives and profit sharing in agricultural
enterprises. In that way we will make a beginning to-
wards what we must eventually do—nationalize the
sugar factories and the sugar industry. )

Mr. REECE: 1 am very glad to hear the remarks
of the ponourable senior member for St. Joseph in

connection with Seawell. Only this week I was
approached by people who live in that area and thr
svggestion was made that the Government should
rurchase land and work it on a co-operative basis
As a result of the extension of the runway, Seawell

i.as been reduced to about 30 acres. When one considers
that that plantation is worked in conjunction with
Dodds, the plantations being seven miles distant from
each other, the difficulties which the honourable senior
member for St. Philip has mentioned, must operate.
I am very glad to hear the henourable senior member
for St. Joseph express himself as he did and I hope
that the Government will abandon the idea of work-
ing Seawell as a part of Dodds and allow peasant far-
raers to settle on Seawell and work either on lease or
or. the co-operative plan as the honourable member
has mentioned. As the honourable senior member for
St. Philip has said, the people of this colony are land
hungry; and if the Government has land at its dis-
posal, there are many people who are willing and
ready to settle upon the land and allow it to produce
what it is best suited for producing, whether it be
vegetables, or cotton or canes; so that the idea which
has emanated from the mind of the honourable senior
raember for St. Joseph is the right ome. I do think
that these 30 acres of land at Seawell should be divided
among peasant farmers and allow them to do farming
on a co-operative basis. It is only today that the Gov-
ernment has laid on the Table of the House the Res-
olution which gives the aetual answer to the points
which have been raised by the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Philip ; but I would like to say that I have
been informed by no less a person than the honourable
member on my right (Mr. WarD), who is interested
in the sugar industry, that the plantations not only
pay the percentage which is set out in the Resolution,
but they also make a Christmas gift to the workers.
Only a few days ago I was reading a Labour news-
paper and in that newspaper a writer stated that he
was not in agreement with the system of paying bonus.
Of course, the writer was dealing with a particular
type of manufacture, and he says that the worker
should be paid his wages from week to week. No one
can estimate the length of the erop and perhaps it is
better to work on the percentage basis. I am very
Ileased indeed that the Government has adopted the
principle as mentioned by the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph; the Executive Committee is
bound by the Agreement which has been made between
the Sugar Producers and the Union.

Mr. GARNER: I wish to thank the honourable
Leader of the House for his assurance and I want to
state emphatically that I was not in the House when
the Government gave notice of that Resolution nor did
I know anything about it. I have every confidence
that the points I have mentioned will be looked after.
I also want to thank the honourable member who has
just spoken_ for stressing the point that it is not only
that the plantations give the workers a bonus on the
crop, but a certain amount of money is set aside for a
Christma;s bonus to which the workerg are accustomed.
When thie Christmas season comes along, whether it is
the cook., the messenger or other employee, he or she
looks fo{rl’ some little token of the employer’s apprecia-
tion of ;his or her services which were rendered during
the ar. - Everybody knows the significance of
Christgas time; Christmas means that we catch the
spirit jof goodwill, we forget differences and we are
willin g to give. Those who have more than others
are Wi.»}llmg to bestow something on others. I think
that thC Government should earmark a certain amount

for gi""{lng‘ a Christmas bonus to the employees at
Dodds Plantatlon; 1t 18 not too much to expect of these
employﬁaes, they deserve that bonus. I know that the
el overnh"nent will ’spread Christmas cheer and they
will not 90 anytlnpg-to deny the good people of St.
Philip a ;sgood (hristmas dinner. Mr. Speaker, I now
ssk leave o withdraw my motion.

Mr, 1 §AWFORD : Before the honourable mem-
ber is grant \?d leave to withdraw his motion, I should
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‘like to make a few remarks. I wags nct here at the be- |

ginning of this discussion, but I sincerely hope thav;

the suggestion has not been made that a deduction
should be made during the year from the actual in-
crease in wages to which sugar workers are entitled,
in order to give them a bonus at Christmas time. The
practice has grown up in this colony within the last
two or three years to give a certain percentage of in-
creased wages to sugar workers during the crop and
then at the end of the crop, to give them a bonus based
on the actual production of sugar for the year. That
is all well and good for the simple reason that many
‘a ‘worker gets a few dollars at the end of the crop. for
wkich he is particularly glad. On the other hand, it
is far better for the workers in the sugar industry to
get at one time the total amount of any increase in
wages to which they are entitled as a result of the in-
crease in the price of sugar, rather than make an
arrangement to give them a bonus at the end of the
crop based on the output of sugar, and based also on
whether or not the worker has worked for the entire
period of the crop. As we all know, many of
these workers work at more than one place dqr-
ing the crop, and if they are hamstrung with
sn arrangement which only entitles them to bonus 1f
they work at one place, the result will be that many
workers who are mot settled at any estate during the
erop will not get any bonus at the end of the crop. I
repeat therefore, that it is far better from the point
of view of the workers, if the total increase based on
estimated production or what not, is paid to them from
week to week as the erop goes on. With regard to the
actual bonus which was paid last year.

Mr. ADAMS: On a point of order. I draw!
Your Honour’s attention to Rule 78; the honourable
member is out of order. When the honourable senior
rember for St. Philip has asked leave to withdraw
Lis motion, no negative voice is to be heard. The Rule
says:

Y ‘“ A member who has made a motion may with-
draw the same by leave of the House, such leave being
granted without any negative voice.” .

Tt is for Your Honour to put the question for the
withdrawal of the motion to the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has
ascked leave to withdraw his motion, but that leave has
not yet been granted him.

" Mr. ADAMS': As soon as the honourable member
asks leave for the withdrawal of his motion the ques-
tion is put to the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member may
proceed.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 am sure that I am not
<ut of order, and I am really wondering why the hon-
curable member on my right is so apprehensive of what
I have to say. I was saying that with regawd to the
actual bonus paid last year, the workers i\ the in-
dustry got a 1215 % increase during the crop #nd then
the final 7% was paid for the period of the &
Liope that the decision to pay employees at t}
ernment plantation bonus at this same rate d§
mean that the Government feels or expects t ot the
1214% and the 7% increases actually represd,

. . : t all
that the workers were entitled to in the indug I}L.y as
increases in wages during last year; becand. ‘pi¢

Christmas bonus which was paid by the sugagl. j5n.
tations last vear, this additional 5% which thf work
ers felt they were entitled to, was paid becausq, it was
felt that the total increase in wages paid last yfear was
5% less than the total increase to which the fworkers
were entitled for the year, bearing in mind Jthe price
of sugar. I want to make it perfectly plaigh that the
Christmas bonus is one thing and the demghnd for an

amoiunt which workers feel is due to they@n in wages |'

is'an entirely different matter. T have notJfning against
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the proposal to pay a Christmas bonus, and I am glad
to-hear that no speaker had in his mind the idea that
this bonus should be a part of the wages to which the
workers are entitled during the year. Bonus is a
special g:ft of an employer to employees as a gesture
of goodwill at the end of the year. I believe that most
reasonable private employers in any industry give
some sort of Christmas bonus to their employees and
I see no rmeason why the practice should not apply to
ali workers in the sugar industry. However, no em-
ployer or sugar industrialist should be allowed to
labour under the delusion that any deduction in wages
can be made during the year from the reasonable in-
crease to which the workers are entitled with the excuse
that the workerns are going to get what has been de-
ducted at the end of the year in the form of a Christ-
mas bonus I am surprised that the people on. the
plantations owned by the Government have not re-
«eived both the increases which workers on the or-
dinary plantations got last year, especially bearing
in mind, as I said earlier, that those two increases do
not represent the total increase which should have
Leen paid to the workers in the sugar industry.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, — You
have heard a lot about this bonus. ‘The honourable
member who bas just spoken does not represent the
workers, and he is liable to make a mistake. ‘

Mr. ADAMS: On apoint of order. Is the honour-
akle member objecting to leave being granted the hon-
curable senior member for St. Philip to withdraw his
raotion?

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable senior member
for St. Philip asked leave to withdraw his motion.
The honourable junior member for St. Philip prefacgd
his remarks by saying that before such leave is granted
be wanted to make some remarks, and the question
for leave being granted the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Philip to withdraw his motion has not yet
been put to the House. When that question is put to
the House, then the procedure is obvious. The position
13 as clear as anything else can be.

Mr. WARD: I would like to covreet the statement
of the honourable junior member for St. Phihip te the
z_?ifect that the percentage which is given to workers
in the sugar industry at the end of the year is not given
to all workers in the industry who work during the
CTop season.

_ Mr. CRAWFORD: I never said that. What 1
said that with regard to this 7% bonus which is given
on the crop, the worker should not be ' ham-
strung by the arrangement that it would be
vaid if he were employed from the begigning
to the end of the crop, and as many workers do not
work at one place, they would not be entitled to it.

Mr. WARD: 1f a worker works for two weeks
or for one day he is given his percentage. The hon-
ourable member has made a very misleading state-
ment and I want to correct it. As far as the 7%
bonus is concerned, a worker is paid that percentage
provided that the erop is of a certain size; if it is
less than 150,000 tons he will probably get 5% or
6% . Another point is that no agreement was made to
give any Christmas bonus; that bonus is nothing te
do with arrangements made with the Union for a
man’s pay. All estates do not give a Christmas bonus.
although the majority of them do; some of them give
the labourers three, four or five days’ pay.. 1 want
to let the honourable member know that he is wrong
when he says that workers are hamstrung by an agree-
ment to pay them a certain bonus. As far as [ know.
the Christmas bonus is a free gift to the workers; iv
is nothing to do with the arrrangement made with the
Union for the workers’ pay. The honourable mem-
~ber made a mistake unintentionally and T am sorry
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that the honourable senior member for St. Peter is not
here to make the position clear.

‘Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has
asked leave to withdraw his motion. If there is no
objection, leave will be granted the honourable mem-
ber. (After a pause). There being no objection, the
honourable member is granted leave to withdraw the

- motion,

IMMIGRATION OF PAUPERS (PREVENTION)
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1951

< My, bPEAKER On the adjournment, the hon-
om-able senior member for St. John was speaking on
tne motion for the second reading of a Bill intituled
an Act to amend the Immigration of Paupers (Pre-
vention) Act, 1909.

Mr. ALLDER: When the House was adjourned,
I was trying to suggest that we cannot look at this
policy of immigration lightly, The transfer of the
responsibility for controlling immigration from the
Barbour and Shipping Master to the Commissioner of
Poliece will help us to correct mistakes: People do
come here from other colonies without the means of
maintaining themselves. It is a fact that we are get-
ting in this colony too many young women of an age
at whieh they cannot protect themselves against what
befally young women of tender ages when they are
strangers in another colony. It is also a faet that
strangers come here and practise what we hate to know
is being practised in any pla.ee whatsoever; they com
into the colony as traders in fruit and "when they
sell the fruit they continue to live here.  What is
worse is that they do not become servants in the homes
of people who are in need of servants, nor do they
enter into any kind of industry which would help the
national income of the colony. Of late it has been the
practice that if a Barbadian goes down to Trinida
he or she is expected to make a deposit; he or she has
to state the time during which he or she might be in
that colony. In case an individual does not leave the
colony at the stated time, the Police go in search of
that individual and he or she is put in prison until
the necessary means is obtained to have him or her
repatriated. Many people have come back here re-
cently and have testified to that fact. Tt is also pro-
hibitive for our people to leave here and go to Trini-
dad in search of work; if they are found in employ-
ment there, they are told that they cannot keep such
employment and they are branded and sent back
here. We know that the resources of Trinidad are
immensely greater than our own, and if a colony like
that can see fit to make it diffieult for people to enter
its gshores, a colony with little or no resources should
be very careful as to how it allows immigrants to come
in.  While we are arguing about federation, and while
it is considered that Trinidad should be made the
headquarters of the federated states, it is Trinidad

which is erecting barriers which, in themselves might |.

retard the acceptance of any federal scheme which may
be brought about. You take England; some honour-

ical exiles, but England has sent out to her colonials
saying that while she does not put any immigration
barriers, agamst her colonials, she has to stipulate that
those who are in search of employment must not leave
their homes ar their colonies to come there at all. That
showg that England is telling her colonials not to come
there in search of work. Although we have said that
Barbadians have. so populated the colony that it is

overﬁomng, yet we, are savmg that we ghould not}{:
‘principle Act set ont in the. Schedule to this Act the

prevent others from ¢oming in. Every individual who
comes into the colony does not bring the means of main-

taining himself and that preyson the limited resources
which we have.  As regards the question of housing,
when high offerg are madé for what available -houses
there are, it means that rents are put up beyond the
income or Barbadians. The methods which the strang-
ers adopt in their homes are such that they can afford
to make these high offers for houses and that auto-
matically forces the cost of living to go up, having re-
gard to the local population. As regards the state-
ment that Barbadians are found in every other colony,
we must not forget that that is so because the Bar-
badian has something to offer which many of the peo-
ple of the other colonies do not have. We should not
say that because Barbadiang are abroad, whosoever
likes to come in here can do so without any difficulty
at all. It is time that we become less sentimental on
this issue and face the facts as they should be faced.

I am not going to mention the parasitic practices
which are adopted by some of those who are new-
comers. Not only d@o they exploit our people by giving
them low salaries when they employ them, but by
virtue of their religious dogmas and their system of
home life they are bringing about a state of segrega-
tion which we do not want to spring up in this colony.
I have already made this point in this House with
reference to the Indian community. I would like to
know that within a short time from now, the Police
will go around and search out all those strangers who
cannot show that by their stay here they are helping
the colony industrially ; and all those who are not em-
ployed should be asked to leave the colony within a
reasonable time. I am sure that if such a step were

. taken, within a short time from now we would see that

some of the problems have been removed, especially
those in the City of Bridgetown. I know, and honour-
able members know too, that there are a few hundred
of these people who would be eligible for repatriation.
If we do not take such a step, when these people be-
come unable to carry out their private practices in
maintaining themselves, the taxpayers of this colony
are going to be asked to make provigion for them either
by way of giving them Old Age Pensions, or main-
taining them in the Almshouses or other Tnstitutions
which we have here. I feel that we should take
similar steps in relation to these people as are taken
in Trinidad. T am glad that the Police Department
is going to take over the control of immigration, and
I hope that this Department will not fail to carry out
what is expected of it from the point of view of con-
trolling the entry of strangers into this colony, unless
they can show that they are capable of contributing
to the national ineome of the colony, and so mphold
that culture which we have been trying io uphold be-
fore so many of them came here,

I also want to make a point about another kind
of 1mm10rant that is, the wealthier kind.

SPEAKER: The honourable member w1ll

not be allowed to do that.

Mr. ALLDER: However, Mr. Speaker, 1 hope

‘that the points T have made have not fallen on deaf
- ears.
able member has said that England rescues even polit- |

The question that this Bill do now redd a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative Wlthout

“division.

On the motion of Dr. CuMMINs, seconded by Mr.
Cox, Mr. SpeaKER left the Chair, and the House went

‘into Committee on the Bill, Mr. Smrre being in the

Chair.
Clauses 1 and 2 were read and passed.
Clause 3 was read. as follows :—
3.  Wherever in any of the provisions of the

words ‘‘Harbour and Shipping Master or his Chief
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Clerk’’ occur there shall be substituted therefor in
each case the words ‘‘Commissioner of Police or such
other person as the Governor may appoint’’.

Dr. CUMMINS: 1 beg to move that Clause 3
stand part of the Bill,

Mr. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Before the guestion is put, Mr.
Chairman, I would like the members of the Gtovern-
ment to know that I voted for the principle of this
Biil because of the last two lines in this Clause, which
are: ‘‘ Commissioner of Police or such other person as
the (overnor may appoint.’’ I feel, however, that it
may not always be desirable to have the Commissioner
of Police as the Immigration Officer; the Police may
bave to investigate the behaviour or character of a per-
son whom they have let in, and they may feel that they
bave let in that person and now they have to let him
out. It is not the principle to have the Commissioner
of Police as the Immigration Officer in every colony
in the West Indies; it may be more desirable to set
up an Immigration Department so that people who are
going to make a study of the subjeet as a voeation
can do so, and not necessarily to regard people who
are coming to the island as criminals. I welcome the
last two lines of this Clause and I say that althongh
the Police have let in people, they may find themselves
in the dilemma that they now have to get them out. I
do not see why we could not have an Immigration De-
partment in this colony. We are now going to deal with
the examination of people of unsound minds and we
are trying to remove them from the atmosphere of the
Police Court so as to get away from the criminal ap-
pearance, and there is no reason why people who are
coming to this colony should be dealt with as if they
are criminals., I made a speech on the motion for the
second reading of this Bill and I thought that it would
not be out of place to clarify the position now.

The question that Clause 3 stand part of the Bill
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Clause 4 was read and passed.

The Schedule wag read and passed.

On the motion of Dr. Cummins, seconded by Mr.
Cox, the CHAlrRMAN reported the passing of the Bill
in Committee.

Mr. SpeEakErR resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On motions of Dr. CoumMins, seconded by Mr.
Cox in each case, the Bill was read a third time and
passed.

TRADE (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1951

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the honourable senior member
for St. Michael :-—To move the second reading of a Bill
to amend the Trade Aect, 1910.

Mr. COX: This Bill is quite a simple one as
honourable members will see from the ‘‘Objects and
Reasons’’ in which it is set out that Section 111 of the
Trade Act, 1910, provides for a drawback of duty paid
on any goods brought to the Island by a bona fide
visitor and teken away by him within six months
thereafter.

This Bill seeks to amend the section to authorise
the Comptroller of Customs to extend the time in
respect of motor vehicles imported by bona fide
visitors, for a further period not exceeding six months
on such terms and conditions as may be prescribed
by regulations.

This Bill seeks to amend the ‘Act by deleting the
word ‘‘six’’ and inserting the word “twelve’’ in order
that persons who bring their motor vehicles into the
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island may be able to keep them for twelve months.
Honourable members will see that a drawback of duty
is paid to visitors who bring goods to the island in-
¢luding motors cars and which are taken away by
them within a period of six months. It appears that
a hardship is caused to bona fide visitors as a result of
this Clause of the Trade Act, and this Bill seeks to-
ameud that Act in the way I have mentioned so as to
give relief to these visitors. I beg to move that this

t Bill be now read a second time.

Dr. CUMMINS: 1 beg to second that,

Mi. MOTTLEY: I have listened very carefully
to the honourable mover of the second reading of
this Biil and the reason given for this amendment.
The reuson given by the honourable member for the
amendment is that these visitors should be allowed 10
bring in their motor vehicles and keep them for a
period of twelve months, and in order to give effect
to that proposal, the word “six’’ should be deleted
in ordes to insert the word ‘‘twelve’’ because a hard-
ship is at present created on people who are coming
mto the island. I would be more interested in the
hardship which will be created if everybody who is
coming into the island is allowed to bring his motor
vehicle gnd those who work with these vehicles arc
prevented from getting hire for their vehicles. I am
not satisfied that this amendment is the correet thing.
With our population as it is to-day, with unemploy-
ment in this island as it is at present and with the
number of persons holding licences as chauffeurs and
people who rent out their cars and so on, I prefer to err
on the side of the unemployed than allow these people
—although I want to encourage people to come here—
to bring in their cars and keep thera for twelve

-onths. I think that the period of six months is quite

enough. If these people come here for longer than six
months, all they have to do is to buy a ear; but if
they are allowed to bring in their cars and keep them
for period of year, I see g great hardship being created
on taxi drivers and small taxi owners. These small
people who realise a little saving will suffer as result
of this amendment, and I therefore beg to move that
the consideration of this Bill be postponed. The
honourable introducer of this Bill knows the plight of
the people for whom I am speaking, and I cannot see
him seriously contending that rich people who come
in here from Canada, America and the United King-
dom should be allowed to bring in their cars and keep
them for any period of twelve months. I voice my
sentiments in this matter if I stand alone.

Mr. ALLDER: This iz one oceasion on which
I fail to agree with the honourable senior member for
the City; T think he is only raising a hornet’s nest.
Honourable members will know that strangers who
come here on vacation and spend six months or even a
year, do not bring in motor cars because it would be ‘oo
expensive to transport cars just for the purpose of
giving service for a period of six months or a year.
It is mainly the people who intend to live here for the
balance of their lives, who bring in cars; the Governor
or the Colonial Secretary sometimes brings in his.
car, but nc *curist or person on vaecation will bring
in his car. If a visitor brings in his car and is re-
maining here for six months or twelve months, he
would bring more income into the colony. The car
has to be brought from the ship, and the porter, and
the mechanic will get work ; perhaps a chauffeur might
also get work. Nobody earng anything if the cars are-
not brought in. T could more understand the honour-
able member questioning the position of people com-
ing here and using ‘‘drive yourself’’ cars; because if
a person drives himself all over the country, nobody
gets a job. If people are willing to bring in cars, that

Q’(
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15 a question of bringing more wealth to the colony:
1 therefore cannot agree to postpomng the considera-
tion of this Bill at all.

Mr. LEWIS: 1 think it is incumbent upon me
to thank the honourable senior member for St. John
for representing the City; I share his views on this
oecasion, and I do not think that this is the first occa-
sion on which the honourable member has disagreed
with my colleague. This is not a question of extend-
ing from six months to twelve months the time in re-
speets of cars which are brought into the colony by
vigitors; it is a guestion of the period of six months
remaining, but if you wish an extension of that period
you have to bring evidence to warrant that extension.
The Comptroller of Customs is authorised to grant the
extension, but you cannot say that you are bringing
in a car for twelve months in the first instance. I take
it that the Comptroller of Customs would not allow
the gix months’ extension if there are no good grounds
for making the application. I ecan assure honourable
members that the Comptrolier of Customs in Barbados
would be very exacting in evidence that this con-
cession is necessary to be granted. I am perfectly
willing to vote for this Bill as it stands because I take
it that what I have just mentioned will be done.

Mr. MAPP: The only danger I gee in this Bill
is that a visitor might bring in a car and compete
against the local people. I suppose that the honour-
able senior member for St. Michael will be able to
tell the House whether that is so or not. I should like
to ask whether the Regulations have been made or not
and whether they are to be laid on the Table of the
House. If the Regulations are to be laid on the Table,
I hope they will be laid in the near future.

Mr. MILLER: I feel that this discussion is un-
necessary. This is a question of permitting a per-
son to bring in a car and use it for gix months. He can

go to the Comptroller of Customs and ask for an.

extension of that period, but that extension will not
be granted if the Comptroller of Customs is not satis-
fied that it ig warranted. That is all there is in this
Bill and I hope that the debate will end here instead
of being taken to the Lower Green.

Mr. GODDARD: I would like this period to be
made two years; I see no objection to that. As a matter
of fact, I am always in favour of removing any in-
convenience that might be caused to visitors to this
colony, As the honourable junior member for the
City has said, this amendment is purely to allow an
extension of the period of six months if the Comp-
troller of Customs sees fit to allow it; it is not a ques-
tion of deleting the word ‘‘six’’ and inserting the
word ‘‘twelve’’. The period of six months remains,
and if for some reason or other, a visitor cannot get
his car out in time, he can ask permission for it to
remain for another period of six months. Anything
like this which is done to facilitate visitors to these
shores will have mv approval.

Mr. BRANCKER: At least this debate should
serve the useful purpose of drawing to the attention
of the Comptroller of Customs, if this Bill should
become an Act, that this House will be expecting him
to exercise his discretion in a most judicious manner.
The power which it is proposed to give him ander this
Bill—the power whereby he may extend this period
of gix months for a further period—is one which he

‘must exercise with very great restraint and after very

careful consideration. There is a lot in what the hon-
-ourable senior member for the City has said; if an
individual arrives in this coleny to remain for six

‘months and he is not allowed any extension of that

period in respect of his car, he will have to hire one
from some local person. Of course the honourable
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senior member for St. John seems to be envisaging
visitorg using ‘‘self-driven’’ cars; I am also thinking
of the taxi drivers and small taxi owners in this
colony. We must not take any chance of ever en-
dangering their source of livelihood. I trust that the
Comptroller of Customs will realise that this power
which is given to him is to be exercised very carefully,
otherwise the matter will have to be dealt with by
the House,

Mr. COX: I regret I did not make it quite clear
that in this Bill it is proposed to authorise the Comp-
troller of Customs to extend this period of six mouths
for a further period of six months in respect of cars
brought in by visitors to this colony. I also regret
that the honourable senior member for the City did
not read the Bill.

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of explanation. I
listened carefully to the honourable member who did
not read the Bill, otherwise he would not have said
that the word ‘‘six’’ is to be deleted in order to in-
sert the word ‘‘twelve’’. I thought the honourable
member was accurate, but he was misleading the
House.

Mr. COX: That goes to show that the honour-
able member did not read the Bill. As honourable
members will see, the proviso in Clause 2 says:

““Provided that in the case of a motor vehicle
brought into the Island by any such visitor, the Comp-
troller of Customs may extend the period of six months
for a further period not exceeding six months on such
terms and conditions as may be prescribed by regula-
tions made under section one hundred and seventy
seven of this Act’’.

The position is that the Comptroller of Customs
is given the power to extend the period of six months,
but he cannot extend it outside the Regulations which
will follow thig Bill. When it comes to the point made
by the honourable senior member for the City about
rich people coming from Canada and America and
being allowed to keep their cars for twelve months,
T did not say anything like that at all. "This Bill ap-
plies more to American and Canadian cars because
you cannot bring them into the island as you can bring
in English cars; and it is not a question of encour-
aging rich people to bring cars into the island at the
expense of poor chauffeurs. T know a man—he is not
rich—who brought a car into this island and he had
to pay his duty pending his taking away the car with-
in the limited time. I think that the honourable mem-
ber’s remarks would have been better made in Queen’s
Park. Tn reply to the honourable junior member for
St. Thomas, there is no need to fear these cars being
hired in competition with the local people; there will
be a regulation to the effect that ‘‘the motor vehicle
while in the island shall not be lent, sold, hired, given
away or exchanged or used for the transport of per-
sons for remuneration or for the industrial or com-
mercial transport of goods with or without remunera-
tion.”’ That makes the position clear.

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Mr. Cox, seconded by D=r.
ComMmIns, Me. SPEARER left the Chair, and the House
went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMIiTH being in
the Chair.

The two Clauses of the Bill were read and passed.

On the motion of Mr. Cox, seconded by Dr.
CuMMINg, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the
Kill in Committee. '
~ Mr. SpeakEr resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On motions of Mr. Cox, seconded by Dr. CuMMINg
in each case, the Bill was read a third time and paissed.

TG
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RESOLUTION TO SANCTION THE
" PETROLEUM (AMENDMENT)
REGULATIONS, 1951

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day also
stands in the name of the honourable senior member

for St. Michael:—To move the passing of the follow-|

ing Resolution:— Resolution to sanction the Regula-
tions entitled ¢‘ The Petroleum (Amendment) Regula-
tions, 1951,"” made by the Governor-in-Executive
Committee under the provisions of Subsection (2) of
Section 2 of the Customs Tariff Act 1921 (1921-3).

Mr. COX: This Resolution seeks to amend
Regulation 8 of the Petroleum Regulations. The
Petroleum Marketing Company through their agent
has asked that Section 8 of the Petroleum Reg:
ulations 1936, be amended so that it will be un-
necessary to pay duty on aviation spirit which
iy imported solely for delivery to planes at Sea-
well. When this aviation spirit arrives, it is bonded
and duty has to be paid on it; but as soon as this spirit
is delivered to the planes, a drawback is received on
the duty. The Petroleum Marketing Company wants
to avoid the unnecessary payment of duty, and it has
therefore asked that this Regulation be amended.
Regulation 8 of the Petroleum Regulations sayis this:—

¢““The storers shall, as soon after the arrival of the
tonker as is practicable and where possible prior to
landing any petroleum products pass the usual warrant
inwards for not less than 90% of the cargo intended
to be landed in Barbados and pay the duty thereon
to the Colonial Treasurer and shall whenever possible
within eight days after the completion of the landing,
pass the post-warrant for the balance of the cargo as
ascertained by measurement and pay the remainder
of the duty to the Colonial Treasurer.”’ ,

It is proposed to amend that Regulation Py the
addition of the following provision:—

“Provided that this Regulation shall not apply
to the petroleum product commonly known as avia-
tion spirit.”’

If this Resolution is approved, it will be unnec-
essary for the duty to be paid. I beg to move that
this Resolution do now pass.

Dr. CUMMINS :- I beg to second that.

Mr. ALLDER: I am in favour of this Resolu-
tion, but I must draw attention to what has taken
place in the past year. During the past year the
price of .gasolene and oils was increased every few
rmonths and no reason was given to the public as to
why the increase was made. We know that the
people who are concerned with the sale of gasolene
deal with that commodity as a monopoly, and it is
very disappointing that when you go to a gasolene
station, the people tell you that the price of gasolene has
gone up; the price has gone up overnight and no
proper reason is given as to why it has been decided
to increase the price of the gasolene. Only recently the
price of certain brands of oil was carried up to 30
cents per pint; I hope that the sellers of this oil will
gatisfy the Government that the increase in price is
justified. ‘

Mr. LEWIS: 1 see the necessity for the amend
ment to these Regulations; it most be inconvenien
to pay duty on this aviation spirit which is importe«
for supplying the planes and as long as this spirit i
Leing taken out, the people are entitled to a rebate
on the duty. It has been drawn to my attention that
a storage tank for aviation spirit has been placed at
Seawell, and T take it that the Government has given
rermission for it to be placed there. I did not see
any public announcement that the Shell people woulc
be erecting a building at Seawell; the land at Sea
well is the property of the Government and serupul
ous ‘people will want to know something about this

-

tvilding being put there. - I think that a public
announcement should have been made so that all of
us would know what is being done. - As far as I am
concerned, the Government might have got a building,
However, the feeling is that if permission has been
given to somebody - to erect a building, permission
might be given to somebody else to erect one too.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved ‘in the affirmative without
division. o

RESOLUTION TO SANCTION THE CUSTOMS
(AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS, 1951.

Mr. SPEAKER: The next order of ‘the day
also stands ‘in the name of the homourable senior
wember for -8t. Michael:—To move the pasging of
the following Resolution:—- Resolution to-sanction
the Regulations entitled ‘‘The Customs (Amendment)
Regulations 19517’ made by the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee on the Sixteenth day of December,
1950, and laid on the Table of the House of Assembly
on the ninth day of January, 1951. :

Mr. COX: This Resolution seeks to amend the
last set of Regulations which were passed by this
House relative to the time when work should cease
in the Careenage. Honourable members - will re-
rsember that some time ago we amended the Regula-
tions in order that work should cease in the Careen-
age at 11 o’clock, p.m. Previously the Regulations
demanded the immediate landing of goods brought
into the Careenage irrespective of the time, whether
it was night or day, and it was: represented to the
(Government that after 11 o’clock, p.m. work deter-
iorated and, as a result, many hours were lost. The
Barbados Workers’ Union and the Mercantile As-
sociation had agreed on an hour at which work should
cease and that hour was 11 o’clock, p.m., with which
this House agreed. A further amendment to ‘the
Regulations is now being sought whereby = work
should cease at 10 o’clock p.m. instead of 11 o’clock
pm., and that is the purpose of this Resolution. T
beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. )

Dr. CUMMINS': I beg to second. that,

The question that this Resolution do now pass

was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE EXTENSION
OF THE WATERWORKS IN ST. MICHAEL

Mr. SPEAKER: - The next Order of the Day
aiso stands in the name of the honourable senior
member for St. Michael:—To move the passing of
the following Resolution:—Resolution to approve
the Book of Reference and Plan of the proposed ex-
tension of the Waterworks in the parish of Saint
Michael.

Mr, COX: This is one of those formal Resolu-
tions which must be passed by the House. We hope
that a Bill will soon be brought before the House,
which will make it ynnecessary for such Resolutions
tc be brought here. The proposal in this case is to
lay a 47 diameter cast iron pipe from the existing
main of the Department in Beckles Road along and
vnder the Bay Estate Housing Scheme’s private roads
snd land for a distance of 234 yards and fix thereon
two standpipes and three fire hydrants. The pro-
posed extension is shown on a plan submitted by the
Housing Board, by a blue line; the standpipes by
blue squares marked G and H, and the hydrants by
red circles. The cost of the proposed work is estima-
ted to be $2,500.00. ‘

T beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.
Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.
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Mr. ALLDER: I have been informed that a
rumber of vacancies have ocecurred among the engin
eering staff at the pumping stations and no attempt
has been made to £ill those vacancies. That means
that the present staff is asked to do the work of the
whole number of employees who were there all along.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is nothing to do with
this Resolution.

Mr. ALLDER: I have asked a question about
this matter and I have not been able to get any repiy
to-that question. Meanwhile the situation still exists
and the men are unhappy about it. I hope that this
situation is going to be remedied.

Mr. MAPP: [ should like to ask the honourable
senicr member for St. Michael what is the position s
regards the supply of material for laying water
fuains by  the Department. I have been informed
that material was in short supply, and we did not
know when we would be able fo get material so that
water mains could Pe lald especially in the country
areas. Now that new mains are being laid, I would
like to know if the supply of material has mproved.
We are very anxious to get water; in my constitueney
there are about five districts in respect of which
applications have been made for the supply of water.
The honourable member can tell us if there is any
improvement where the supply of material is com-
cerned.

Mr. REECE: I want to join the honourable
niember in this matter. If material is coming into
the island, the country areas want thore attention
paid to them where the water supply is concerned.
In the back areas in Christ Chureh the people have
been crying out for water for a long time. If the
Tvipe is being supplied I hope that the Executive
Committee will see their way to supply water to these
areas.

Mr. MILLER: We are being asked to agree
to this extension of the Waterworks in St. Michael,
and for two years I have been asking for an extension
of the water supply to certain areas in St. George.
In two or three areas in that parish the people are
suffering terribly from the lack of water. I must
ccrpliment  the Government on having granted
water to the Dirax Hall district, but at the same time
people in some other districts are suffering from the
lack of water. I .do not know if I can ask the Gov-
ernment to pay equal attention to St. George as is
being paid to St. Michael; T see that it is proposed
to spend $2,500 for carrying out this oxiension. 1
am asking the Government 4¢ be sympathetic wich
my appeal; I hope the Government will realise that
the miseries -6f~the people of St. George will have
to be mine. I hope they will be sympathetic with
my constant appeal for the supply of water in placas
such as Roach Village and Roach Tenantry and
grant the water supply at the earliest possible time.

Mr. COX: As regards the question asked by
the honourable junior member for St. Thomas, I
promise him that I will try and get all the available
information by tomorrow and pass it on to him. In
8o far as the honourable senior member for St. John
is concerned, honourable members will remember
the discussion which took place on a similar Resolu-
tion which came before the House some time ago,
when the- honourable member stated that many of
tlhie employees at the Pumping Stations had died. He
was asked to give the names of those who had died
and he- has not been able to do that; but all these
people of whom the honourable member spoke only
amounted to two. The question as to whether i3
will be necessary to have these people doing all this
particular work is being considered, and as soon as
the reply is received, the honourable member will
be fully informed.

The question that this Resolution do mow pass
was put and resolved im the affirmative without
division.

CUSTOMS TARIFF (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1951

Mr. RPEAKER: ‘The next Order of the Day

{aiso stands in the name of the honourable semior

mwember for St. Michael :-—To move the second read.
ing of a Bill to amend the Customs Tariff Act, 1921.

Mr. COX: This Bill seeks to give effeet to an
Address which was passed by .this Houge some time
&go, assuring the Governor that the House is willing
to enter into the Hconomie Co-operation Agreement
with the terms therein set gut. The ‘‘Objects and
Reasons’’ of the Bill state :—

*‘This Bill seeks to implement ope of the terms

jof the Economic Co-operation Agreement to which

this Island has acceded by amending the Customs
Tariff Act, 1921, to exempt from duty any reliet
package containing food-stuffs, discarded apparel,
riedical supplies or soap sent by an individual iun
the United States of America to an individual in
this Island. ‘

There is already provision under the Customs
Tariff (Amendment) Aet, 1948, for the customs duty
free treatment of relief goods sent to charitable or-
genisations, societies and associations approved by
the Governor and- this will provide the necessary
authority for the customs free duty treatment of
the other types of consignments of relief goods under
the Agreement.’’

Honourable members will remember that some

ctine in 1948 a Bill was passed allowing customs

duty free treatment of relief goods which are sent
to charitable organizations approved by the Governor,
and it is also one of the terms of the Eceonomic Co.
operation Agreement that the items which have
already been mentioned and which are also mention.
ed in Clause 2 of this Bill can be sent by individuails
to individuals. We have already agreed 10 the
rrinciple of this Bill in an Address which was passad
by the House, and, I repeat, this Bill seeks to imple-
rient that Address. I beg to move that this Bil] be
now read a second time,
Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

My. LEWIS: T know that this Bill implements
cne of the terms of the Economic Co-operation
Agreement, and 1 remember that the Seleet Commit-
tee whieh sat to draft a Reply to the Message from
Tis Excellency the Governor had an indication con-
cermng it. The paragraph which it is proposed to
edd to the second Schedule of the principal Act,
reads as follows —

“All relief packages not exceeding twenty-two
pounds in weight sent by an individual in the United
States of America by parcel post or through a com-
mercial firm to an individual residing in this Island,
and containing foodstuffs, discarded apparel, medical
stpplies or soap, which shall be proved to the satis-
faction of the Comptroller of Customs to have been
sent as bong fide gifts to such individual.”

1 am submitting to the honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Michael that when we go into Committes
on this Bill, the word ‘‘needy’’ should be inserted
before the word ‘‘individual’”’ oceurring at the end
of the paragraph. Relief goods can be sent to any-
body no matter how rich he might be, and it is the
poor people in the United States of America who
would like to relieve their relatives out here. If
Clause 2 of thig Bill is passed as it is, bona fide gifta
n:ay be sent to some rich people who are able to l}uy
the articles themselves. This is a question of giving
relief to needy people; it is not a question of reliev-

ling people of the necessity of buying the articles
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bere if they are millionaires. I suggest that we
should make it clear that this relief is for needy
persons. This relief will be of great benefit to needy
persons gince their friends and relatives on the other
side have things in abundance. I do not think it
should be merely set out that these articles should
be sent as bong fide gifts to people heve; let us abolish
customs duty if we are against that, but do not let
us allow rich people to get goods free of customs duty
under some flaw in the law.

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Mr. Cox, seconded by Dr.
Cummins, Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and the
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. Syrma
being in the Chair. +

The two (lauses of the Bill were read and
ressed.

On the motion of Mr. Cox, seconded by Dr.
Cumuins, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the
Bill in Committee,

Mr. Speaxir resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly. :

On motions of Mr. Cox, seconded by Dr. Cuxz-
MINs in each case, the Bill was read a third time and
passed.

ORDER POSTPONED

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the honourable senior member
for St. Peter:— Second reading of a Bill intituled
an Act to make provision for the registration and
supervision of Quarries and for the safety of workers
employed therein. The honourable member is mnot
ir. his place.

THE ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper having been fixed,

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that this House
do now adjourn until this day week, the 13th day
of February, 1951, at 8 o’clock, p.m.

Dr. Cummins seconded the motion which was
agreed to, and Mr. SPEARER adjourned the House
accordingly.
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