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Present 

His Honour Air. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Xpeaker), 
His Honour Mr. A. E .  S. IAEWIS (Deputy  Speaker), 
Mr L. E. SMITH (Chairman of Committees), Dr. 
H. G. H.  CTDIMINS, M.D., C.M., Messrs. T. 0. BRYAN, 
D. A. FOSTER, F. E .  MILLER, R. G. MAPP, M. E. COX, 
F. L. WALCOTT, J .  E .  l'. BRANCKER, G. H. ADAMS, B.A., 
F. C. GODDARD, L. E. K.  GILL, E .  K. WALCOTT, K.C., 
W. W. REECE, KC. ,  and E. L. WARD. 

Prayers mere read. 

MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meetings which were held on 
tne 5th, 12th and 14th December, 1950, respec'tively, 
having been circulated, were taken as read and con- 
firmed. 

IIessrs. CICAWFORD and WILKIXSOX entered the 
IIouse and took their seats. 

'- 

DOCUMENT 
\ 

Xr .  SPEAKER: I have the honour to inforrn 
le House that I have received the Financial Report 

of the Colonial Treasurer for the month of NOT-ember, 

, MESSAGE FR.OM THE GOVERNOR 

it is realised that the availability of land suitable for 
housing sites in country districts is a n  essential f ew  
Cure of: any rural housing scheme, i t  is not p r o p m d  
to embark on piecemeal acquisition of land merely 
because land is offered for ssle. In the case. of the 
Rosegate Tenantry i t  is not considered that acquisition 
by Government would improve the housing pos i t i~n  
in rural areas, nor is it believed that the sale of the 
tenantry will be carried out in  such a way as will cause 
any of the existing tenants to be moved to another 
area. 

L. SAVAGE, 
Governor. 

Government House, 
Bridgetown. 

6th January, 1951. 

Air. ADAMS: I have the honour to lay on t h  
Table of the Ilouse the following Papers :- 

Aanuixl Report on the Barbados Police Force 
for th. year 1949. 

The Island Scholarship Regulations 1950. 
The Customs (Amendment) Regulation's 1950, 

KO. 2. 
Resolution passed by the Directors of the Into;.. 

porated Chambers of Commerce of the British Carib- 
bean-July 1950, in connection with the proposed 
Federation of the B.W.I. Colonies. 

Post Office Advances for  payment of Money 
Orders to 30th November, 1950. 

NOTICES 

I Col-ernment Notices were given as follows:- 
Mr. ADSJIS: Mr. Speaker,-I have the honon: 

to preserlt from His Excellency the Governor the 
following Message :- 
MESSAGE NO. 1/1951. 

Mr. &DAMS :-~esolution to place the sum of $43, 
509 at the disposal of the C-overnor-in-Executive 
Committee to tmpplement the Estixmtes, 1950-51, 
Part  1, Current, as shown in the Supplementary Es- 
timates, 1950-51, No. 35, which form the Schedule to 

His Ezcellency The Cover?zor 
To 

The Honourable the House of Assmbly 

His Excellency the Governor has the hmour 
acknowledge t h ~  receipt of the Address from thr' 
Eonoura'ble House of Assembly dated the 12th cf 
Se~tember,  1950, asking that step's be taken for the 
acquisition of Rosegate Tenantry, Bt. John. and to 
inform the   on our able House in reply that, although 

this Resolution. 
W .  ADAMS : ~esa lu&on to place the sum of $32, 

400 at  the disposal of the Governor-in-Exec-~~tive 
Committee to supplement the Estimates, 1950-51, Par t  
11. Capital, as shown in the Supplementary Estimates, 
1950-51, No. 36, which form the Schedule to this Reso- 
lution. 

Mr. ADAMS : Resolutim to place the stlln of $69, 
680 atithe disposal of the &vernor-in-Executive 
Committee to supplement the Estimates, 1950-51, Pad 



11, Capital, as shown in the Supplementary Est'mates, 
1930-51, So. 37, which form the Schedule to tills 
Resolution. 

Xr .  ALLDER entered the House and took his 
seat. 

Mr. COX : Resolution to sanction the Regulations 
made by thc Governor-in-Xxecutive Committe? under 
the pro~isions of Sub-section 2 of Section 2 of the 
Custoins Tariff Act 1921 (1921-3). 

Nr. COX : Resolution to sanction the Regulatio~~s 
made by the Governor-in-Executive Committee on the 
s~xteenth day of December, 1950, and laid on the 
Table of this House on the ninth day of January, 1951. 

Mr. ADAMS : Of my intention to move the House 
into Committee of Supply a t  the next meeting to con- 

dider the money Resolutions of which I have just 
given notice. 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. CRAWFORD: To enquire of the Senior 
Member of the Executive Committee present at  the 
next meeting of the House :- 

Will the Government take steps to 
(1) initiate a contributory Insurance and 

Pension Scheme to provide compensation for benefits 
payable to sqgar industry workers in all phases 
(field, factory and waterfront) during sickness 
disability and superannuation. 

( 2 )  initiate a programme of economic se- 
curity in the sugar industry under which workers in 
all  its phases shall be entitled for a minimum period 
to unemployment compensation benefits? 

(2  If the answer to either of the above questions 
be in the negative, will the Government please state 
the reasons why ? 

COKGRATULATIONS TO T H E  GOVERNOR 

Nr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-Before you cal 
the Orders of the Day, I am hoping that  the Housc 
vill  bear with me in asking them to agree with mc 

a +hat we should place on record our appreciation of t h ~  
fact that the Governor of this colmy has been e_le 
vated to the dignity of a Knighthood. While it is t ru  
that Colonial governors are elevated to that dignity 
ir is not infrequent that some of them remain for twc 
or three years before they atfiain that honour. I 
11.-ill be generally known that there are very f e ~  
Knighthoods granted annually to colonials, and tha 
i idudes governors. I think it is an honour tb Bar 
hados that the Governor hais not remained in  t h  
colony for any long time without being knighted 
I n  the elevation of His Excellency the Governor tl 
the dignity of a Kaighthood there is being carried 01 
the tradition that Barbados is one of those colonie 
which m ~ w t  continue in  thie forefront of colonial ter 
ritories whch deserve the hcwnour of their governor 
being knighted. I do not intend to say anythin 
more; we congratulate His Excellency the Governo 
on hisl elevation to the dignity of a Knighthood anc 
lye are proud of the fact that within a short time o 
his arriral here, he has been elevated to that dignit:, 

Mr. WILKINSON: 91r. Speaker,-I beg to  assc 
ciate myself with the remarks which have just bee] 
made by the honourable senior member for St. Jos 
eph. His Emellency the Governor has endewed him 
self to all claiwes in the community and I think i 
is an honour to Barbados that he has attained t h  
dignity of a Knighthood. 

C'OiVDIITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Ordm of the D? 
v stands in the name of t he  honoul?able senior membe 

or St. Joseph:-To move the House into Committee 
f Supply to consider the grant of sums of moneg 
'or the service of the Colony. 

Xr. &DAMS: I beg to move that Your Honour 
LC now leave the Chair, and the House go into Com- 
nittee of Supply. 

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agree4 
0. 

31r. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House 
ient in Committee lof Supply, Mr. SMITH being In 
lie Chair. 

SUPPLEMEKTARY VOTES FOR VARICIDUS GOVERKR'IENT 

DEPARTMENTS 

Xr.  ADAXS : Mr. Chairman,-This Resolution 
'or the sum of $64,806 is to supplement the Estimates 
L950-51. Hon. members have had i t  in their. hands 
'or some time and I hope to give them the chance of 
:erusing the various Heads of t h e  Schedule and to 
riake observations on any particular item on which 
hep  need further enlightenment than what is supplit.6 
n the notes and which they wish to criticize. I would 
rust like to say that the Government is prepared, a% 
~sua l ,  to give all the information which is available, 
ind if, in introducing this Resolution, I do not say 
nuch, i t  is not because the Government wishes to 
:onceal anything. This is the usual supplemf'ntary 
Rimolution and we have endeavoured on t h h  occa- 
;ion, by means of a note attached to each item to giW? 
z sufficient lead to hoiz. members as; to what these 
mparate items represent. 1111 short, I feel that  the 
notes are sufficient, but I do not wish for half a 
second to deprive hon. members of their undoubt- 
:d right to ask questionis. It is much more convbnient 
to take these Heads of the Schedule one by one, af tm 
the Clerk reads them I will move that they stand part 
3f the Schedule. 

Head I - Governor 

The items and the respective amounrts to be voted 
mder  this Head were read. 

Mr. ADAJZS: I beg to move that Head I, Gov- 
cmor, stand part of the Schedule. 

Dr. CUbZ111INS: I beg to second that. 
31r. LERTIX : Mr.  chairman,-I am asking for  :l 

slight explaniation here. This amount of $216 for  the 
item "Purchase of Fire Hose l '  was included i n  the 
1948-49 Estimates and i t  was apparently deducted 
from the 1919-50 Estimates. I take i t  that an explana- 
tion is necessary as to why this amount was left out of 
the 1949-50 Esthnatesi whe.n it was included i 
7 948-49 Estimates. 

Mr. ADAMS : The explanation is that in 1 
Fe voted this amount for the Fire Hose and i t  
arrive until 1950-51. 

Xr.  ALLDER: Mr. Chairman,-From time to 
time me are asked to vote certain sums of xoney in  
respect of Government House. I do not'know if 
scrutiny is being maintained or  if discretion is 
being used as regards the running of Government 
Iiouse, but I must again intimate to the Government 
that we have to be careful as to how much money 
F e  allow this place to cost the colony. I notice that 
an amount of o n r  $30,000 is voted to run Government 
Housa every year; the last amount we, voted was- 
$400 for the purchase of a stair carpet, and that is 
nothing to do with the $1,200 a gear for keeping the 
furniture up  there in proper order. I do not know 
that that should cost this amount every year; I f ~ e l  
that some care should be taken so as to avoid any 
unnecessary breakages or loss up  there, which would 
prevent us from haring to vote money every now and 
again. The sum of $100 a month for the upke,ep of 



furniture in any home is an appreciable amount and 
it causes me a certain amount of heartburning when 
L an1 asked to vote more money for the same thing. 
We are now asked to vote the sum of $290 for furni- 
ture for Government House and I do not know that 
'he furniture up there is so much out of order as to 
merit this vote of $250 which is nothing to do with 
h hat is voted every financial year. There are, some 
people who would not mind having golden carpets, 
golden linens, and everything golden so as to satisfy 
?heir personal tastes, and we are lilicly to meet some- 
body who feels that the bed must be tied to the ceiling 
with some expensive material or other. Mr. Chair- 
man, 1 feel it is time that me cause those who li-ce at  
Government House, and who deal with the running 
c?? it, to realise that we are watching the expznditure 
on that place. If you ~vouicl observe, Sir, besides this 
emount which we are, asked to vote every year, you 
have two labour gangs from the Prison going up to 
Government Hous? and working daily, and there are 
ether employees who are not paid out of the allocation 
to Government House. Taking these things into con- 
sid'e~ation, you are liable to get this department cost- 
ing the colony too much, comparatively speaking. UTe 
are nothing to do, or we should not be anything to do, 
with what other countries do because they have the 
means to do i t ;  the occupiers of Government House 
should be, told that even if t h ~ y  feel that they want 
an extra cocktail table they should do without i t  for  
the present, rather than cause the taxpayers to feel 
that we are spending too much for the running of 
Government House, when some, of the same people 
who have to contribute taxation to pay for the run- 
r i ng  of that place, do not ha\-e the necessary equip- 
ment in their homes. I hope that my words are not 
going to Prop on deaf ears, but that the,y will be con- 
veyed to the occupiers of Government House so that 
they can realise that they should be careful as rrgards 
the money which they ask this House to grant for 
the, equipment at  that place. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman,- The hon. men- 
Fer's strictures have not fal lm on deaf ears. I agr$e 
with his last sentence that the preeent occupant or 
any occupant of Government House should be warned 
ss to what happens up  there ; and he might not invite 
LP there people who chuck about things and break 
tllem. I say nothing about the number of cigarettes 
nhich some people t&e when the butler comes around. 
TTe have been presented with an inventory of ths 
articlel-~ that have been broken. As lregards the ques- 
tion about the occupiers of Government House wast- 
jibg the taxpayers' money, that is not t rue;  I can tell 
honourabk members how e v e n  cent of this money is 
accounted for. This $250 is for the replacement of 
certain equipment and I will say that it is surprising 
to see what happens a t  Government House after a 
cocktail party. This vote is in respect of the visit of 
Princess Alice ; TTe are now asking for the money. The 
whole Honse gave the impression that i t  felt that the 
money expended in connection with the visit of Prin- 
cesr Mice was merited. I am perfectly sure that hon- 
onrable members will see that far  from there being 
anv ~stravagance,  there was some diffidence, if any- 
thing, in asking for what was voted. With regard to 
this $100 which is being asked for under the head "In- 
cidentals." the approved estimate was $452; that 
smonnt has proved to be inadequabe. The amount 
nhieh iq now being asked for is to cover the wage: 
of a scrubber, and incidentally, expenws for cleall- 
inq When the Government comes to this House, as 
it intends to come soon, with a request for increas. 
inc the emoluments paid to the present Head of the 
Executive, honourable members will be surprised :C 

know the sort of wages which are paid to servants 
a t  Government House. I have already had cause t c  

draw this matter to the a t t e n t i o ~  of honourable inem- 
beiz. I feel, and the Government feels, that i t  is n 
shame that Government House should be paying to 
employees wages which, we feel, no private elnploycr 
snould be paymg. What honourable members should 
know is that what me are paying the occupant of 
Cfovernment House is such zs would prevent him, 
unless he happens to be a rich man, from paying wages 
that should be a model to other employers in  the 
island. We have voted sums of molmy to pay our- 
selves a memben of the House because we believe 
in the principle that i t  is not right to have people 
doing Government work, conducting the Government 
of this colony-people who would not otherwise be 
able to do i t  because of their financial position. In  
short, if we are going to establish the principle that 
only a rich man should be a member of the House, or 
that only a rich man should be Governor of this col- 
ony, then the hon. senior member for St. John should 
not be a member oT this party. If we are going to 
establish the principle that no money should go into 
our pockets, well, let us do it. There is not a single sug- 
gestion of any new furniture in this estimate. 
The honourable senior member for St. John 
was not a member of this House who went to Gov- 
emment House and saw the carpets which were 
shame to any middle-class m m  in this colony, other- 
v:ise we would not have heard thme remarks today. 
As regards the fire hose, that was ordered three 
years ago; the vote for i t  was pwsed in  the 1948-43 
Estimates, i t  has only now arrived and we are a s k i ~ g  
for the amount now. If the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. John feels that there is any extxavagance 
in any part of the orgamization in this colony, whether 
a t  Government House or Glendairy Prison, i t  is his 
ckty to bring i t  to the notice of the Legislature a$ 
zttack i t ;  but do not let him just pepeat in parrot 
fashion, attacks on this or that Department without 
any evidence to support them. There is no reason 
tc. suppoise that any extravagancre takes place at Go\-- 
crnment House; on one occaslon i t  was thought that 
a piano was the property of the occupants of Goveyn- 
merit House and not the property of the Government, 
but  it is a long time since occupants of Gove~mlent  
House have forgotten ''wh~at is mine and what is 
thine." I suggei& to the honourable member that 
l e should bring to the notice of the Legislature any 
thing which he discovers to show that the taxpayers' 
money is being wasted, but not to make accusatiolls 
\-;hen there is no foundation for  thaw accwtio:lS. 

Mr. NOTTLEY came into the Committee m d  too!; 
his seat. 

Mr. REECE: I rise to speak about this item 
' Purchase of Fire Hose" and to say this; i t  is common 
knowledge that material which has been ordered for 
the Waterworks Department has not arrived in  this 
colony although the Waterworks Department is mak- 
ing every effort to get i t  through the Crown agents. 
I think that the Crown Agents should pay more at- 
tention to the orders which are given by the Govern- 
ment. I t  is also common knowledge that people who 
are carrying on business are able to get items from 
England and the Dominions more quickly than the 
Government can get them, and the reason for that is 
that the Government has to depend upon the Crown 
Agents. What is now before us is a case in noint. 
The honourable senior member for St. Joseph has 
told us that as far  back as three years, this fire hose 
was ordered, and today the Government is forced to 
introduce this Resolution in order to get the money 
to pay for something which has been ordered three 
war s  ago. This is something which is happening in 
;-espect of all Government Departments. The ex- 
tension of the water supply system in this colonp is 
being materially held u p  by the non-arrival of 



supplies nhich have been ordered fcr  the '\\-ater- 
works Department-supplies which are essential ior 
the extension of the system. I hope that the Qovern- 
ment will use every agency in  its power to make the 
Crown Agents realise the necessity of supplying 
within a reasonable time, materials which have been 
ordered. 

Xany have been the criticisms from all sidm of 
the House as to the expenditure under this IIead; 
but I would like to say that, in my humble opinion, 
i t  is essential that Government House which is the 
property of the people of this island-it is inhabited, 
it is true, by the representative of His Majesty the 
King-should be well equipped. I t  is regrettable 
that, from time to time, we should be called upon to 
supplement things which one would reasonably 
expect to be in existence; but, nevertheless, it is our 
duty to see that Government House is properly 
maintained, and i t  is equally the duty of the 
Governor and those who are under him to see that 
there is no wastage. On that point I would like to 
suggest that there should be some person put in 
charge or who would be responsible for looking after 
the ware, linens and other chattels a t  Government 
House; one could hardly expect that the Governor's 
wife or his A.D.C. with their many duties, to be able 
to keep an accurate check of these items. I think we 
should consider whether the time has not come when 
some person should be appointed to look after the 
costly things which we must have at Government 
House. We are responsible for the upkeep of Gov- 
ernment IEouse and inasmuch as we are called upon 
to maintain the furniture, cutlery, and so on up 
there, I think we should appoint someone to sec 
that these items are kept in good order. 

Mr. ADAMS: I did not make i t  clear in respeci 
of the item "Incidentals" for which the sum oj 
$452 has been voted in the Estimates, that of t h a  
amount the sum of $320 is for the payment of wages 
to the scrubber. I t  has been found that the vote ol 
$452 was not sufficient to cover the expenditurt 
under this item and that is why this extra $100 has 
been asked for. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I believe that most of 11: 
dislike involving the Governor, as the a i e f  Office1 
of the colony, in any discussion in this Chamber 
which could be regarded as somewhat derogatory oi 
his high office ; but a t  the same time 1 cannot share thc 
opinion that it is silly to comment adversely on the 
amounts which we are being called upon to spend 
periodicallp on these items at  Government House. 
On this item "Furniture", within the past threc 
years we have spent $1,600 a year. The furniture 
at  Government House is old. most of it is antique 
but it is in a tolerablv good condition, needing slighl 
repairs; and even if we make allowances f o r  tht 
replacement of cutlery, i t  seems to me that with 
spending $1,600 a year for three years, it should be 
almost impossible to walk through Government 
House for the furniture in it. After all, $1,600 a 
pear is a tidy sum. Reference has been made to the 
likelihood of a few glasses being broken at  cocktail 
parties at  Government House, and even to the qmok- 
incf of a few cigarettes a t  these parties up  there. 
Perhaps the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
has seen cigarettes in abundance at Government 
Ilodse; I have not seen eiqarettes in abundance up 
there, and I feel that any breakages at  cocktail 
parties is more than covered by  the Duty Allowance 
to the Gorernor-an -\llovance which has Feen 
increased by $200 a month. From last year WP made 
the Governor's allowance $400 a month; in the 
Estimates we increakd the allowance from $2.40 to 
$3.800, and 1 am at a loss to hear that this $400 a 
month could be spent m ent~ertainment and even 

replacing new items of crockery or cutlery and 
glasses unless people steal tea and dinner sets or 
other items up there. This Duty Allowance is 
adequate to support any entertainment at  Govern- 
ment House or any expenditure like the replacement 
of cocktail and whisky glasses which might be broken 
izot necdssarily by the visitors but, i t  might be, by 
careless or indifferent handling. What has really 
brought nie to my feet is the warning that in  the near 
future we shall be called upon to increase the 
emoluments of thle Governor. The Governor's 
salary, is something like $1,200 a month and he gets 
$400 a month extra for Duty allowance; we pay his 
Private Secretary and his Clerk. 

NI.. CHAIRMAN: I am sorry to interrupt the 
honourable member, but he should stick to what is 
hefore us now. 

.Mr. CRtIWF0R.D : That is in reply to the 
obser~ation of the introducer of the R~esolution. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That is by the way. 
' Mr. CRAWF'OED : What I want to say incid!ent- 

ally is that the Governor's salary and the emolument-3 
paid to the office arc so high that it is impossible fo r  
him to spend the salary or claim with any justification 
that he cannot live on it. He could claim that he 
wamts to send his child to the most exclusive ~~hoc .1  
in England, or that he wants to bank every month-- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I again ask the honourabls 
member not to go along with that because i t  is not 
Ltfore IL~.  

JIr. CRAWFORD : My remarks are being made 
with a ~ i e w  more or less to establish the point that 
vibhout the money which we are being asked to vote 
today, this expenditure could be met out of tk.e 
 resent emoluments of the occupant of Government 
I-Ion~e. This vote for "incidentals" for which we 
voted $452 in the Estimates is now being increased 
hy $100, making a total of $552. I am convinced that 
the money which we are being asked to vote today-- 
the amount for furniture and incidentals-is no  more 
than could be provided for out of the h a n d s p c  
cmuluinents which the Governor now gets. I do not 
van t  to convey the impression that one is cavillinr: 
ar  a small amount like this, but one has to scrutinix 
the aniount which me vote for the Govelmor; it is 
therefore most unfair to suggest that any honourable 
n~ember who issues the warning that more care 
should be taken in the expenditure of money a;: 
Government House, is being silly or that he H3 nob 
discharging in a most conscientious manner the dutp 
T: hich he feels he owes to the people of this colony. 

Mr. A1,I~DER : Mr. Chairman,--I should like to 
reply to a few points which hare been made bp the 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph. The observa- 
tions which I have made are based on facts, and those 
facts are found in the Estimates which are preeenteli 
to us annually. I did not directly suggeist that-extra- 
vagance takes place at  Government House, but  we do 
End extravagant dealings by persons whether they 
are governcvrs or whether they are employees. As 
tegards extravagance at  Glendairy Prison, the o d , ~  
:xtravagance which I know exists there, is harsh 
treatment, and unnecessarily so, of the inrniiies. 1 
have tabled some Qud~tions in connection with this 
Gepartment some time ago, and I hope that som: 
.teps ~~*illl be taken to have the state of affairs remedied. 
As regard., the pro~'ision of t h i ~  fire hose, T am 
wondering if i t  is nece iwq  to put  a fire hose a t  GOT- 
?rnrmment House especially if there is the possibility 
)f its not being in use for a long time. 

Mr. ADAMS: On a point of mder. The h o ~ -  
wrable member is attacking a vote of this House 
We have already voted for the provision of this fire 
lose, but i t  has not arrived until this financial peal.. 



have to vote the sum of $4,800 for entertainment pur- 
poses up there, the, replacement of glasses should come 
out of that money. When an exchsive section of this 
community goes up there and enjoys luxury at the 
expense of others, I do not think we should be asked 

C so continuously to grant further sums of money. 
When I am asked to contribut~ something to a cock- 
tail which somebody who is better placc?d than ? am 
has to drink, 1 may not have a tin of milk or any 

- coffee for my family. 
Mr. LEWIS : I n  connecticn with this item " Pur 

chase of F'ire pose", I would like to say that I X, 
t o t  blaming any member of the Government, but ii  
seems to me as if there has been a slip on the part 
of some employee of the Government. You put i n  
.this item in the 1948-49 Estimates, i t  is taken ou 
of the 1949-50 Estimates and no explanation is given. 
It is not restored in the 1950-51 Estimates and it 
appeared that the idea was abandoned; but we are 
now asked to vote this money for this itelm. Before 
I sit down, I would like to say that the Government 
~hould  pay some attention to fhe suggestion made by 
the honourable junior member for Christ Church as 
regards the appointment of a housekeleper a t  Govern- 
ment Rouse; we should have somebodi up there to 
see that things go all right. It cannot be said that 
we are paying anybody up there a salary which would 
entitle us to expect supervision of the place from 
him; we are paying butlers but we are not paying 
anybody a salary so that that person would have t c  
r a l k  about and see that the glasses are not broken 
and so on. A housekeeper at Government House 
would not only isee that the l h e n  which we lose up 
there is not lost, but that things which get old are 
replaced, rather than have to expend any big lump 
sum. I got up  to make my position clear as regsyds 
the fire hose and also to support the suggestion !>! 
a housekeeper being appointed a.t Government House 
Such an appointment is made in other islands, and 

7 
I think that the same thing should be done here. 

The question that Head I Governor stand part 
of the Schedule was put and resolved in the affirm* 
tive without division. 

* 
Head II-Colonial Secretary 
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The item and the amount to be voted under thif 
Head were read. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to move that Head 11. 
Colonial Secretary, stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr. COX : I beg to second that. 
Mr. WILKINSON: I see from the note that this 

$720 is needed for the purchase of additional furni- 
ture which is required to equip four new offices which 
have hem added to the Secretariat. I am taking 
this opportunity to express my opinion that-those 
cubicles arp not suitable for the Secretariat. You 

4 want arrangements whereby people can see Heads 
.of Departments and Heads of Departments can see 

This money is in respect of a vote which we h a w  
dready passed. 

JIr. ALLDER: Several years ago the money 
\abed, but since then this item was taken off tile 
hstimates, and it ~vould appear that it was not 
~lecdsaay to have it. 1111 1 am saying is that 
might find i t  unnecessary to put this fire hose a t  
Government House, because we might be asked to 
replace i t  every year or occasionally. 1 would prefer 
to have fire extinguishers put  at  strategic points of 
the building; the fire extinguishers can last for several 
months without going out of proper repair. W* 
Cave the Fire Brigade and its equipment up to mark. 

Trustee are still a long way from the Courts-the 
Courts which they were established to serve. I think 
the time has come when thwe Departments should be 
housed in the right place and give the Colonial Secre- 
tary and those new Officers who have been appointed 
under him the necessary space. I hope that this 
matter will be considered by the Government and in 
the course of time we will have a building which 
will house the Legal Departments and which will be 
a great convenience to the public and a t  the same 
time give the Secretariat the necessary space. 

The question that Head 11, Colonial Secretary, 
stand part of the Schedule was put  and resolved in 
the affirmative without division. 

what is going on. If they go on erecting these cubi- 
cles they are asking for trouble. 

Mr. REECE:  I believe that the time has come 
when the offices of the Registrar, Provost Marshal 
and Public Trustee should be removed and  laced 
over at  the Courts. As the hon. junior member for 
St. James has said, i t  is of no use having the Head of 
a Department placed in a cubicle; i t  is not only in- 
eoilvenient for him, bixt it is infra dig. to have him 
SO daced. The Colonial Secretary's Department is 
an important one, and the arrangements there should 
be in keeping with the dignity and importance of the 
Dqartment .  Some time ago an  extension was made 

Head V-Harbour and Shipping Haster 

I still feel, Mr. Chairman, that the greatest scrutin;. to tne Courts but i t  has not gone far  enough; the 
slrould be maintained at  Government House; if we I offices of the Registrar, Provost Marshal and Public 

1 
f 

The items and the respective amounts to be 
voted ~ulder  this Head \new read. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Head V, 
Harbour and Shipping Master, stand part  of the 
Schedule. 

Mr. COX : I beg to second that.  
Mr. WILKEXBON: I see that there is something 

new here. They are charging us something 
for interviewing people, and I would like to know 
what the charge is, whether i t  is five guineas or 
what? This item "Refund of Quarantine Visit 
Fees" is something which is new to me. 

Mr. BLLDER: As regards this amount of $60 
in c,nllection with the item "Incidentals", I take i t  
that the Crown Agents are subsidized by the British 
Government for assisting the Colonies in getting 
business transacted i n  England; and to charge us 
$60 for interviewing three applicants for the post of 
Harbour and Shipping Master of this colony is 
something unusual, to my mind. I do not know the 
method which is adopted, but the percentage of the 
Crown Agents for  transacting business for this 
Government is somewhat high. 

Mr. WARD : I, too, regard this item as some- 
thing unusual. I t  seems to me that the Crown 
Agents are only trying to speculate with this Gov- 
ernment. We put a lot of money in the hands of the 
Crown Agents and it is unreasonable for them to 
charge us $60 for just interviewing these anplicants. 
I think we should get some information as to why we 
are really asked to pay this $60. 

Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,-I am sorry 
that I have no more information before -me than 
what appears in the note. This is unusual expendi- 
ture; I will see if I can get the details as to why this 
unusual expenditure was necessary, how i t  eame 
about and transmit the information to hon. members. 
I do not know if they want to wait for the informa- 
tion or  if they want the consideration of this Head 
postponed. However, I will try and get the informa- 
tion. 

94r. LEWIS:  My view is that this expenditure 
might, be something necessitated by the Crown 



Agents recently, and we will have to find out 
whether they are going to interview the Colonial 
Secretary, the Director of Agriculture or anyone 
else at  a particular figure. You nzight have to 
travel a very long distance so as to interview soine- 
body who is coming into the service, I feel that this 
is a new principle and i t  appears that the Crox-n 
Agents interview people at  a flat rate of $20 each. 

Mr. FLEECE: The question really arises as to 
whether the Crown Agents are agents for the 
Colonial Office or agents for Barbados. Appoint- 
ments are made from the Colonial Office and, as a 
matter of fact, I do not see why the Crown Agents 
have to come into the picture at  all. I do not want to 
carry the matter any further, but there does not 
seem to be any reason for  this charge. This is a 
question of the Colonial Office acting on behalf of 
the Crown. When the local Government order 
goods through the Crown Agents, they have to pay 
them for their services; but I do not see that Crown 
Agents have to come in  here. 

The question that Head V, Harbour and Shipping 
Master, stand part of the Schedule was put and 
resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Head VI-Customs 

The items and the respective amounts to be voted 
under this Head were read. 

Dr. CWMIMINS : I beg to move that Head VI. 
Customs, stand part  of the Schedule. 

Nr. COX: I beg to second that. 
Nr .  WILKINSON : I n  connection with item 30 

(a)  "Drawbacks-Seawell Contract, " I am again 
a&ing the honourable seniior member for St. Thomas 
 ha is i t  likely that the work at  Seamell mill be 
finished? On the last occasion I was informed that 
provided that we have fine weather, Che y o r k  wodd 
be finished by the 15th of January;  well, we have had 
fine weather and I have been to Seawell and I do not 
see any chance of this work being completed in i3 

~veek's time. I would like to know if the honourahl? 
member has got any later information m to  when thc 
runway is likely to be finished. 

Mr. ALLtDEzR: Note (a)  to item 23 "Ex-gratin 
refund of Customs Duty and package tax'' reads: 
"$4,172.62 to Messrs. W.I. Knitting Mill: Limited in 
respect of Customs Duty and Package Tax paid 03 

xaohinery and material imported for the manufac- 
ture of cloth." This is a good idea from $he point of 
view of assisting local industry, but what I find iz 
that some people who import thase materials are re- 
luctant to assist new industries in getting rid of the 
articles which they make, and they have to depend 
v.pon Trinidad, Jamaica and other colonies to get 
their articles sold. The reason why the local stores 
do not take these axticles is because they ge t  a beau 
profit from the imported article. Within the past f w  
months these new industries have taken on several 
bands in their cmcerns, and I feel that they shoulll 
b protected so that they can expand their busincss 
and absorb some of the unemployment which me h??? 
in  this colony. I am making the suggestion non-, that 
encouragement and assistance should be given these 
r~ew industries. and so long as the articles which the3 
make are up to standard, a tariff should be put ay 
agaiirmt the imported article. I have vieiteid the Hat 
Factory and I find i t  difficult to make any cliffererice 
between the ipported hat and that J\-hich is produced 
just a few.yards from this Chamber; but this concty11 
veeds encouragement znd assistance from this Gov- 
ernment. If assistance is given to this concern im- 
mediate exp~nsion can take place add-the resldt 
will be greater benefit to this colony. I hope that my 
suggestion will be considered because i t  is llecessary 

for us to offer our help and support to industries of 
a new nature. Trinidad and Demerara have got the 
lead on ILS 111 SO far  as new industries are concerned; 
ne  have a large population here and we should 
develop industrially. Larger colonies with a lot of 
land can embark on an extensive scheme of agricul- 
ture, which we find i t  difficult to do, but which, 
position has been forced upon us because we have 
been too late in trying to encourage and develop new 
industries as other colonies have seen fit to do. 

Dr. CUMMINS: As regards the question raised 
by the hon. junior member for St. James, I think he 
is a little incorrrect. I think the answer given on 
the last occasion was that, given fair weather, the 
runway would have been completed in December, 
but there were other things to be done, which would 
keep the contractors occupied for another two or , 
three months. The main thing is the runway; that 
has been done and i t  is in  use. I am sure that the 
rontractors do not want to remain here a mil~utel 
ionger than is necessary because i t  would not pay 
them to do so; they are anxious to get through with 'T 
their job. Relative to the point made by the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. John about West In-  
dian Knitting Xills Limited, I would like to say that 
in a conv~rsation with one or two gentlemen connected - -- e 
with the concern, they have assured me that they are 
quite satisfied with the business which they are 
doing locally as well as in the West Indies; not 
long ago they got a big order from Britisii Guiana. 
However, in the very near future the Government 
will be coming down to this House with a definite 
policy in respect of new industries, and the honour- 
able senior member for St. John will then have the 
opportunity of saying whether he is in favour of 
the concessions granted by the Government or not.  

Mr. ALLDER: Nr.  Chairman,-W%en I sug- 
gested that some of the new industries have not, 
been given the support from the local merchants as  
they should have been given, I really meant the 
Hat  Factory which was started by two comparatively h 
small persons who have been successful in producing 
an article which compares favourably with the 
imported one. You have to go to the factory and 
inspect the hats so as to satisfy yourself that they 
are not imported; but the manufacturers are saying 
that the stores would not take these hats in such 
quantities as would help them to expand their 
business. 

The question that Head VI, Customs, stand part 
of the Schedule was put and resolred in the affirma- - -b 

tive vithout dirisi.on. 

Head XII-Registration Ofice 

The item and the amount to be voted under this 
Head were read. 

Dr. CITMMINS: I beg to move that Head XII ,  
Registration Office, stand p a r t  of the Schedule. 

Mr. COX: 1 beg to second that.  
Mr. LEWIB: I have made a suggestion in this 

IIouse that we should not continue to have people 
copying documents in this Office; i t  is time that the 
Government adopt the proper method of photograph- 
ing documents and the space required for storing 
these documents is co~lzparatively small. I do not 
knov if the Registry is to be removed, 'unt wherever 
it is carried this vork of copying documents mill have 
to be clone. T cincer~lv  hop^ that the Government 
will act on the sngpestion which I have made. 

JZr ALLDEX : I do believe that some change 
should be institnted as t o  the orders for  paper and 
the rariolls books which are used in the various Gov- 
ernment Departments. I notice that the cost of books 
and registers used in this p a r t i d a r  Office has re- 5. 



cently been increased by over 50%. I notice that 
.wme Government Offices there is a very small amount 
of writing to be done. I feel that in ordering paper 
and writing material, you should order lit so that it 
cannot be wasted. 

The question that Head XII ,  Registration 
Office, stand part  of the Schedule was put  and re 
solved in the affirmative without division. 

Head XIII-Legislature 

The items and the respective amounts to bt 
voted under this Head were read. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Head XI11 
Legislature, stand part of the Shedule. 

Mr. Cox secondkd the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Head XIV-Legal Departmelzts 

The items and the respective amounts to be 
voted under this Head were read. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to move that Head XIV, 
Legal Departments, stand part  of the Schedule. 

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Head XV-Police 

The items and the respective amounts to be 
voted under this Head were read. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Head XV, 
Police, stand part of the Slchedule. 

Mr. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. WILKINSON: I see that  the note to item 

15, "Medical Attendants", says: "It is necessary 
to continue the acting arrangements of the Police1 
Medical Officer at  Distrcict 'A' up to the 31st. of 
Narch;, 1951, and provision is made for the payment 
of a salary at  the rate of $2,160 per annum for the 
period 1st January to the 31st March, 1951." Now, 
Mr. Chairman, that 'has been going on for some time, 
and we expected the hon. senior member for St. 
"I'homas to tell us that some other arrangemedt wq 
in view. We have not had a definite appointment 
there for many months now. I think that on the 
last occasion the honourable member told us that he 
hoped in  the near future to inform this House that 
some appointment has been made. I am hoping 
that even now the honourable member is in a posi- 
tion to give us some more information as regards 
this vote. 

Mr ALI>DER : As regards this iterq Mr. Chajr- 
man, I have always thoughit i t  very unnecessary t o  
have a separate medical officer attached to the Po- 
lice, I am wondering, Sir, if policemen cannot be 
sent to the General Hospital when they are ill, apd 
arrangements made to give then1 immediate atten- 
tion. I notice that where several medical officers 
ba-ve resigned this post some difficulty has been ex- 
perienced in getting others to act in  this capacity. 
V e  are now voting this money to pay a nydical 
officer who is going to act, bu t  I think that we 
should abolish this office: and not only &is oftice 
but the H ~ ~ p i t a l  which is a t  District "A". This 
Hospital is not of much use; the policemen are com- 
plaining about the conditions which obtain up there. 
I feel that we can easily get over the present diffi- 
culty by abolising this office. 

Dr. CUMMIKS: The hon. junior member for 
S t .  James has raised the question of the office of 
Police Medical Officer at  Dktr4ct "A", and he has 
referred to the answer which I gave some time ago 
in connection with that office. The position remains 
the same today. There are a few part-time offtces 
which are vacant; there is also the medical officer 

::t the Lazaretto and one or  two others. The Gav- 
crnment was hoping to co-ordinate the whole sewice 
making i t  a whole-time office and allowing one officer 
to do the work ; but the same difficulty isl experienced 
today as was experienced before. . . .the difficulty of 
getting medical men. . . .so that we are not any 
nearer the solution of the problem. As regaxds .the 
suggestion of the hon. senior member for St. John, 
I will just refer to it so as to dim& it. It is a 
ludicrous suggestion. In the interest of dtisciplhe, 
how could you b v e  an arrangment of that  sort?  
b d  you would not be i n  any better position. 

Mr. ALLDER: It i~ not a ludicrous suggesb 
tion; if the hon. member would visit the Hospxtal . 
a t  Distriict "A" and allow himself to be reached by 
the men who go there, he ~vould b e  able to get. an 
idea of their feeling as regards that place. The 
question of discipline does not a v k  sincg asrBnge- 
ments could be made a t  the General Hospital where 
this discipline could be maintained. Do you not 
maintain disoipline when people of a certain social 
standing go there ? 

l .  MOTTLEY : Mr. Chairman,-The ap- 
parent partiality of the Government in  dealing with 
these part-time officers is causing some h a t i s -  
faction. I hope that the honoura'cle senior member 
for St. Thomas will say that this is not true, h t  I 
understand that the Medical 'Officer of the Prison h w  
actually put in an  application for something like 
treble or four times his salary. It may be that it i% 
ciifficult to get doctors to fill these posts; the salary 
of the Police Medical Officer is now $180 a month and 
I understand that the present holder of the office is 
leaving. I t  must be obvious to honourable membem 
that if you pay a small salary the policemen who 
have got to pass 'before the eyes of medically-trained 
men will not get any proper attention; bwause 
whether you are a doctor or lawyer or anybody else, 
the question is whether you are well p g d  or not. 
The hope of reward sweetens labour; that applies to 
doctors, solicitors-all working men-and even pol- 
iticians. I repeat that there is some partiality on the 
part of the Government in  dealing with these part-' 
%me officers; if that is not true, let the Governmezt 
deny it. In ~ s p e c t  of the part-time job at the Prison 
and in respect of another part-time job, application 
has been made for an increase of salary, but 
nothing has been done about the matter. If 
the argument is that you are going to wait 
mt i l  the re-organization takes place and you 
continue to pay these salaries, you are not 
hampering the medical men, but the h e m h r s  of the 
Police Force and people who have been incarcerated. 
I t  is not correct to pay Mr. "A", a &ry of S400 
s gear and pay Mr. "B ", who might not be a favoured 
person, a salary which down in your conscience you . 
know is not a proper salary. I feel sure that the 
honourable senior member for St. Thomas in his 
zapacity as  a medical practitioner will appreciate the 
Pact that when you are dealing with men of a pro- 
fession of this sort you cannot so differentiate. I 
sit down by saying that a loti of djssatisfaction is 
being caused by the Government practising partiality 
snd, in some cases, not even replying to letters which 
have been sent in to them, 

Mr. WARD: It must be plain t o  everyone that . 
there is a certain amount of partiality being shown 
3etmeen the Medical Officer of the Prison and the 
Police Medical Officer, when i t  is realised that both 
of them are part-time peonle and having regard to 
rhe salaries which are  paid. I think that the &V- 

ernment should nav more attention to this matter and  
not be ~o nartial in their set-np. The Medical Officer 
of the Prison, who is supposed to  go there every day 



of the has x~ritten more than once asking for an  
lncrease In his salary, and lt seems to me that be IS 

not a favoured person otherwise he would have been 
given a better hearing. It looks strange to me that one 
bmcer should be given S400 a year and the otner 
should be given MOO a year. 

JIr. GODDARL): I thought that this matter 
had already been settled; i t  was drawn to the atr 
tention of the Government some six or eight months 
ago by the honourable senior member for the City, 
alld I really thought that they had taken notice of 
it, and corrected what is an injustice. Horn can they 
expect people to be satisfied when they encourage 
such discrimination? Dr.  Clarke has to attend thz 
Prison at a fixed hour every morning; he dare not 
be late or  he is reported and, his salary is $80 per 
nlonth. I repeat that this,matter has been drawn to 
the attention of the Government ; no notice has been 
taken of i t  and I feel that the honourable senior 
member for St. Thomas should explain to us why 
nothing has been done or why the letters from 
this Medical O'fficer have not been answered. 

Mr. ALLDER : I n  connection with item 57 
"Payment of tpo-thirds band fees to Band." i 
would like to know how this money is allocated. 
A lot of concern is being caused on account of the 
fact that the Police Band, which is paid for by the 
taxpayers, is taking up  too many jobs. a t  the Narine 
Hotel and other exclusive places and forcing the 
private musicians out of work. 1 do not want to give 
the impression that I am criticising, in any way, the 
Leader of the Band, because 1 reel that he cannbt dt 

replaced. He is an efficient man, in my opinion 
and in the opinion of many members of the public 
but what has happened is that he seems to have erred 
in taking all these private jobs at  the Marine Hotd 
and at  private residences. I feel that that should 
be stopped. I notice, Mr. Chairman, that occasional 
IF, besides what we grant in the Estimates annually 
we are asked to grant more money for the purchasc 
of instruments; and I feel that when the Band take! 
private contracts, it, brings in  revenue. Such reve. 
nup should be spent on the improvement of the Banc 
rather than our 'being asked to vote further sums 
from the Treasury. What I want to stress is that 
the Band should not be permitted to drive private 
musicians out of employment; the Band is open to 
the people and a t  least One day in erery month it 
should be sent around the parishes for the enter- 
tainment of the people, bec~anse it is by music ancl 
other things that the people become cultured. You 
have the Band playing at the Marine Hotel and 
the Aquatic Club; but the people of parishes like 
St. John, St. Lucy or St. Philip wculci enjoy hav. 
ing the Band coming to them at  least once a mont! 
and supplying them with the music TT-hich they wan 
to hear. 

Dr. CVMMINS: A few points have been riti\b>r 
h r  some honourable members, and aq regards tht 
maiter of the Medical Officer of the Prison, firit oj 
all. Mr. Chairman, I must say that vou wer,> 0s 
tremelp indulgent. The matter of the Medical Office] 
nf  t h ~  Prison was not under consideration, but  
XI.. Chairman, inasmuch as you granted honourablc 
rnem'bers the indulgence to refer to it, I will reply 
Thp  position as regards the Medical Officer of thc 
Prison is this; as fa r  as  my knowledge goes. then 
was only one application received from the holde~ 
o f  that office as regards an increaqe of salan, an( 
tha t  was dealt with under the review of salaries b! 
Commissioner Adams. Since that, nothinp has com 
before the Executive Committee. The salarv prc. 
vionsly m s  $150 a year and i t  mm increased t 

2200 a year. The salary of the Police 3ledical 
B e e r  was increased to 32300 per annum because it 
cas felt that the work done by the Police Xedical 
Iffieer was greater than that done by the Medical 
Iffieer at the Prison. I repeat that since the salary 
lf this Officer was increased, no other application 
o r  an increase of salary from this Officer has come 
,.fore the Executive Committee. 

Mr. MILLER.: I n  connection with the remarks 
vhich have been made by the honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. John about the Police Band, I 
10 not know that he has any reason what- 
,ver to complain as regards the actions of 
he Band. I t  is hoped that the Police Bhnd 
vould bring to us a greater desire fo r  
nusic as a culture, and 1 thmk that every soul in 
,his island will agree that the Bandmaster is doing 
L tremendous job. I am very much interested in the 
novement and development of the Band. As a boy 
L remember that you used to pay a shilling to enter 
;he Park on Christmas mornings, and we were told 
.hat that money did not go to the Vestry; 
t was a little preserve of a select few. I had 
t chat with Captain Raison and it occurred 
,o me that i t  was uncouth to have a Govern- 
nent Band in a Government Park and people 
nad to pay to go in there; I suggested that the 
people should be allowed to enter the Park freo 
of charge. What I want to say is this; I do not 
think that  you will find 1% of this community who 
will say that Captain Raison as Leader of the 
I'olice Baud, has not ' ~ ~ 1 1  working strenuously. 
What v e  want is the provision of more instru~nents 
and men to inrrease the activities of the Band; 
we have a niau who is cultursd and who is willing 
to adrance the art of music and bring encouragement 
and solace to people who ordinarily would not bc 
able to enjoy such things. I t  is suggested that the 
Bandmaster could divide the Band into two sections. 
and one 'section could be playing in St. John ~ h i l e  
the other is playing in St. George; however I hope 
that the Government will see the wisdom of increas- 
inz the size of the Band. 

Dr. CURIJIINS : I t  would seem as if v e  mill 
have a long debate on this Head, and at this stage, 
Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that you do now report 
progress and ask for leave to sit again. 

Mr. F. I;. WALCOTT seconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER re- - 
sumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move, Mr. Speaker, 
that this House do now adjourn for half an hour. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT seconded the motion, which 
was agreed to, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the 
House accordingly. 

R;EPLIES LAID 

On re-assembling. 
Dr. CUMRZINS: Mr. Speaker,-On behalf of the 

honourable senior member for St. Joaeph, I beg ' tc! 
lay the Replies to Questions No. 46, standing in the 
name of the honourable junior member for St. Lucg, 
relative to the total expenditure to date in connection 
with the erection of the combined Parry and Coleridge 
Schools in St. Peter. 

Mr. COX: I beg to lay the Replies to Questions 
No. 62, standing in the name of the hon6urabk 
junior member for St. Joseph, relative to obtaininq 
oilmeal or pollard in  its pure state in  Barbados. 



RESU51PTIOX O F  COiWIITTEE O F  SUPPLY 

Mr. SPE-R : On the adjournment, the House 
was in Committee of Supply. 

Mr.. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the Hours;. 
resumed Committee of Supply. Mr. SMITH being in 
the Chair. 

HEAD XV - POLICE 

Mr. CHBIRtMAN : When the House lvas in Com- 
mittee of Supply before the adjournment, Head FTJ 
of the Schedule to a Resolution for $64,806 was being 
considlered. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I had no intention of spealiing 
on this matter, but the statement made by the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. George is so closely 
connected with the administration of St. Michael and 
Queen's Park that I think it is my duty to make the 
position clear. I heartily agree with the honourable 
member in his reference to Captain Baison. Some- 
times when you praise officials in this colony you 
do them harm; sometimes; vhen you criticise them 
people think that you do yourself harm, but I am frr.? 
to do either when I like to do it. There is no control 
orer my speech by any Party in this House. I agree 
that Captain Raison is among the few English people 
in this colony who really give to this colony more than 
they get out of it. Time was when you only heard 
that there was a Police Band. I am concerned 1vit2 
the big-heartedness of Captain Raison; many peopl 
come to this colony and draw their salaries and som 
of them do not even do their work properly; but 
this gentleman does more than what he ii paid to do. 
Anybody who takes time off to go to the Police 
Barracks or pay a surprise visit to Captain Raison's 
office, will find that this gent'eman is doing his best 
for youngisters who are not even Cadets i n  the Band 
because he sees that there is tzlent in them; numbers 
of people go to Captain Raison and ask him to help 
youn@ters who are out of school. I t  is a fact that 
ueople enjoy the music played by the Police Band 
anywhere and on Christmak mornings you have 
people going to Queen's Park from all over the island, 
and you do not have the dull tunes which you were 
accustomed to have years ago. That is an  appreciatioll 
not only of the Band but of Captain Raison. 

I should like to clear up this point. Tears agrl, 
up to the time before Superintendent Calver went 
into the working of the Police Department, the 3d. 
which was paid by each person for the entertainment 
provided by the Police Band at Queen'@ Park on 
Christmas mornings always went to the Band in 
appreciation otf its work; that was a consideration on 
the part of the Vestry of St. Michael, and the honour- 
able senior member for St.  Thoma~ who has 5erved as 
Chnrchwauden of St. Nichael c an bear that out. I t  was 
reoonimencld that the Policc Band shonld not receive 
any monetary consideration outside the salaries paid 
to its members and, as a result, in  1926 a t  Christmas 
time instead of the money going to the Band as before, 
it was used to assist the Churchwarden's House Repair 
Pund. Some people do give more than 3d., for the 
entertainment provided by the Police Band;  the 
honourable senior member for St. George in his 
generosity may have contributed a shilling. but 1 
happen to know that the fee for admission to Queen's 
Park on Christmas mornings was only 3d. I think 
that consideration has been given to the Police De- 
partment relatire to donations in reqpect of the 
children's treat which is offered by the Department; 
Captain Raison is big-hearted enough to see this 
money go to the acquisition of instruments for thfl 

Band or to treating children who cannot give them- 
.elres a treat. I t  is true that Captain Raison is giving 
more to Barbados than he isigeetting out of i t  and, of 
cours-, that should be so; he is affable and approach- 
able ,-nd is always xnll~ng to give of his experience to 
choir masters. I understand that he has been here for  
five years. I should like to say that to some people a 
salary of $240.00 a month seems to be a big salary; but 
I do not think that any intelligent person in this 
colon3- mould want to bring a professional person down 
to the category of a domestic servant. I say that this 
Officer is not drawing a salary in excess of the service 
which he gives to the colony. It is a pleasure to have 
Captain Raison conducting the Band on Christmas 
morning. From this same seat I would criticise any 
Police Officer and say that he is no good if he is nc. 
good; but when you have a good man in a job you 
should treat him right. Captain Raison has spent five 
years here and like a true family man, he would l i e  
to go and see his family ; he has not had the opportun- 
~ t y  of going home to see his family. Every honourable 
member who appreciates the contribution which Cap- 
tain Raison has made to this colony mould say that 
he should be given his passage to England and back. 
There are a lot of people who come 'here and ratkr 
than pay their passage to go home and return, sou 
should put them on the boat a few days after they 
come and never see them come back. I n  this matter 
I am voicing the sentiments of honourable members 
when I say that the contribution which Captain 
Raison has made to this colony warrants our giving 
him a passage to England to see his family and 
retnrn. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I have not !seen anything 
m this Resolution in respect of leave passages or any- 
t h a g  like that. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am dealing with this Head 
in connection with the Police ; this is a money Resolu- 
tion and I am talking about something relative to 
the Poliee. I am speaking about the Police Band and 
I suimit nlost respectfully that I am absolutely in 
order when I refer to the fact that you have a Police 
Band and a good Bandmaster and you should en- 
towage that Bandmaster to continue to serve you. 
In  respect of what the honourable senior member for 
St. ,Tohn has said, I do not quite agree with him; I 
do not think that the Police Band takes sides with 
places like the Marine Hotel or the Aqnatic Club. You 
will find the Band going to the St. Pe terh  Almshouse, 
Boseobel and down to St. Lucy; but the honourable 
senior member for St. John would like the Band to 
go to St. John two Wednesdays in a week. Time way 
v h m  the Band only played a t  Queen's Park and 
Hast iws itocks, and instead of wearing out it mould 
rnst out; but today you find the Bandc playing in 
vmious parishes. I repeat that when a pemon is good 
YOU should praise him ; but when he is 'bad you should 
abuse him. 

W. ALLDER: Anybody who listened to the 
honourable senior member for  the City would think 
that somebody was saying something bad about the 
good name of the Police Bandmaster. I was not 
attacking the Bandmaster as Bandmaster because he 
is producing everything that efficiency can producr 
but I was suggesting that there might be something 
wronq with the policy. Regardless of where the 
Band plays, i t  should go to every parish on one 
day a week: i t  should not only go to an almshous;. 
o r  to concerts held by particular groups, but  it 
should go to the parishes on specific days during 
the month and let the people en.joy the music. Xom? 
hononrablc members feel that that is being done a? 
present; it is done if I suggest that the Band should 



go to a certain place, but I want the visits to be 
regulated just as the Band p ays a t  the Esplanade 
or Hastings Rocks on certain evenings. You  can- 
not exonerate Captain Raison from what appears to 
be an  evil; when he plays a t  the Marine or the Crane 
or the Yacht Club some musician is deprived of the 
opportunity of earning a small pittance. However 
reciprocal you might want to be towards this gentle 
man you cannot deny the fact that he should have 
a regulated system so that every parish would have 
the Band to play' for at  least one day of the month. 

Mr. CODDARD : The honourable senior mem. 
ber for St. John is noted for not always getting his 
facts correct or withholding something which he 
should have said. When Captain Raison plays at  thr 
Marine, the Crane or a t  any of these places, that ic 
only on occasions when charity dances are being held 
As regards the Poppy Fund, everybody knows whc 
gets that money; there are other funds too and tht 
honourable member should be contributing to som: 
of them. Captain Raison is doing a very great service 
in  this colony; he is the fin& Police Band Cbnductol 
who has taken the Band all over the island. We havc 
had him in Christ Church on many occasions; hc 
went to Silver Sands one night, he brought up  hi' 
lights and we had about 2,000 people there. He alsc 
went to the Almshouse on many occasions. If thc 
honourable senior member for St. John wants Captai: 
Raison to come to that parish, let him arrange some 
thing u p  there and Captain Raison will oblige him 
but in making the arrangements let the honourablt 
member remember that the Police Band needs 
refreshment. (ihaughter ) . 

Dr. CUMNIINS: I suppose i t  would be mper- 
fluous to repeat what most honourable members have 
said about Captain Raison. I do not know whether 
the honourable senior member for St. John has ever 
asked him to go to St. John;  (Mr. ALLDER: I d o  
not want to have to ask him to go) .  Captain Raison 
has played on several occasions in St.  Thomas when 
asked to do so by the representatives of the parish, 
and  I am quite sure that if the honourable senior 
member for St. John had approached him about com- 
ing to St. John, he would have made arrangements 
for doing so; but the honourable member feels that 
he should not have to ask Captain Raison to come to 
St. John. The Band has engagements but Captain 
Raison is quite willing ta  play @or-people when he is 
asked to do so. I have known the Band to play on 
an occasion in  St. Peter not long ago. What I really 
want to say is that I am glad to hear the sentiment% 
expressed by the honourable senior member for the 
City, and I promise him that I will report what he 
has  said to the proper quarter. 

Mr. ALLDER: I am sorry that I have to rise 
again, but honourable members still persist in distort- 
ing what I have said. If I ask Captain Raison to come to 
my parish he will do so; but he should not be asked to 
do so. If you have a regulated system no hardship 
would be created; why &odd I have to ask the Band- 
master to carry the Band to St. John? He should be 
required to carry the Band to every parish once a 
week. I do not say that Captain Raison has not played 
when he has been asked to do so, but if I do not want 
to ask him to play do you mean that the people must 
be deprived of the services of the Police Band? As 
regards the Band playing for public dances at the 
Marine, I have no interest in that; before the Band 
played a t  these places, the dances were held and pri- 
vate musicians were employed. The fact that the 
Police Band now plays a t  these places W e a d  of 
private musicians shows that  some mneicians have 

Ieen put out of employment. (Mr. h/POTTLEP : Not 
lecessarily). The Band of the late Mr. Percy Green 
~ s e d  to play a t  the Marine a t  public dances. 
L agree that Captain Raison is wiliing to give his 
services when he is asked to do so, but, I repeat, you 
should have a regdated system so that there will be 
m widenstanding that i n  a particular parish on a 
particular day the Band will be going to play at a 
particular place. 

The question that Head XV stand part of the 
Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative with- 
m t  division. 

The item and the respective amounts to be voted 
under this Head were read. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Head XX 
stand part  of the Schedule. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT szconded the motion which 
was agreed to. 

HEAD XXILI-MEDICAL DEPARTMENTS 

The items an& the respective amounts to be voted 
under. this Head were read. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to move that Head XXIII 
stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MILLER,: As regards the Lunatic Asylum 

I was hoping since the consideration of the last 
Estimatrs that the Government would have carried 
out d \erions examination of the state of aRairs exist- 
11g at this Institution. There is the question of having 
in isolation ward for patients suffering from T.B. 
[ do not think i t  is in the interest of the colony to 
iave people suffering from this disease. However, 
f do not think I can say much on this matter; the 
h.onoura%le senior member for St. Thomas is a mem- 
3er of the Executive Committee and he will be able 
to say something in connzction with the number of 
cases of tuberculosis a t  the Institutions and how they 
plan to separate them from other inmates. 

The question that Head X X I I I  stand part of the 
Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

HE-ID XXIV-BARBADOS REGIMENT 

The items and the respective amounts to be voted 
under this Head were read. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that Head XXIV 
stand part of the Schedule. 

N r .  F. L. WALCOTT : I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: I believe I was one of those mem- 

of the  rank and file a5 well. I felt that if they were 
in England whence these g~ntlemen came they would 
get that treatment. I notice from the note that 
several major operations for the permanent s t a  and 
their families have resulted in heavier expenditure 
than was anticipated; I sincerely hope that they have 
not put themselves to any inconvenience to have those 
major operations. It seems to me that in giving free 
medical attention to these people we have made them 
susceptible to major operations. Major is not only 
a medical term but also a military term, and I hope 
that these operations w'ere medical operations. I 
sincerely hope that this facility which is extended 
to these people will not bring discontent, but  it will 
be discreetly and prudently taken advantage of. 

Mr. ALLDER: I mould like the honourable 
senior member for St. Thomas to tell me if all the 
ammunition for which provision was made in the 



last Estimates has been ubed and on w h a ~ ,  and ir any 
is still there, how long i t  earn, be kept ln  caw 
you do not have any reason to use it. We have con- 
centrated on the production oi arms instead of: the 
produ~tion of butter or hams or potatoes, and ~t 1s 
regrettable that we voted $8,000 for Arms ancl 
Ammunition in  March last year and me are now being 
ask to vote $900 for more ammunition. since we 
voted this money no distur'bance has occurred, no 
birds were shot with which we could supply our food 
and, to me, this IS all non-production and a very 
dangerous spending attitude. 1 dislike to know that 
I have to vote this amount of money for this purpose 
and 1 regret that many honourable members feel that 
we shoalcl spend such an amount on destructive 
weapons. We are not in Europe and nobody inter- 
feres with us; I have been told that Barbadians are 
the most orderly people as compared with people in 
other parts of the world, and i t  is bad to be spending 
this amount of money on ammunition every year. I 
feel that i t  is unreasonable to ask us to vote thls 
money for ammunition all the time; it annoys me all 
the more when I know that Addresses have been sent 
to the Administration in connection with things which 
would benefit the colony and the money cannot be 
found to put them into effect. The stop-gap method 
nhich is used prevents any implementation of con- 
structive suggestions which are made in this House 
by way of Questions and Addresses. I t  is a waste 
of money to 'buy things for building up a riot squad ; 
the people cannot riot because they are kept under 
control. I understand that I cannot move a reduc- 
tion of this amount, that this is an ultimatum and 
we have to vote for the whole amount. 

There is another thing. I notice that the sum 
of $960 was voted in the last Estimates for medical 
attention for the 'Staff Officer and his family. I suq- 
gested that that amount was rather high or the family 
was unfortunate in having this treatment. Nov m-e 
are asked to vote this $1,200 for providing this treat 
ment and i t  would be embarrassing to ask for an 
itemised account of this expenditure. A volunteer 
who is asked to go up  there and practice has told m€ 
that the strenuous exercise which has to be gone 
through has caused him to suffer from hernia; an 
appeal was made to the Staff Officer for assistance in 
the particular case and he said that this assistance 
is limited to himself and his family. it is not for 
other members of the Force. That is a bad state of 
afPairs; a man enters the Army, he suffers an injury 
and no assistance is given to him; but you have a 
Staff Officer who has a wife and he is cansing the 
taxpayers a lot of expense in  respect of medical 
services. I doubt whether you would have anything 
like this if he had to pay for these services: there is 
nobody keeping any check to know whether this Officer 
is really taking such services. Why can't you send 
him to the General Hospital; he would get the neces- 
sary treatment without any cost to himself: he could 
ao wherever he likes and he could 'send in the bill. 
As regards the men in  the Army, if any one of them 
gets his foot broken he does not get any thin^ for i t ;  he 
goes into the free Institution until Nature helps him 
to get over. I am told that everythiny is not well in 
the Regiment; this particular Department  ha^, been 
criticised and I would like €0 ask for a nostponement 
of this Head on the p o u n d  that  we should not spend 
all this money on ammunition. It has not been ex- 
plained whv this ammunition has run short and whv 
there is this necessitv now when the Estimates d1 l  
Tie brought down within a couple of weeks. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I do not k n o ~  if the hononr- 
ablt. senior member for St. John wants his glasses 

chauged or if i t  is a question of his not being able to 
absorb what he reads. On the question of ammuuitlon, 
it is not stated anywhere that additional ammunlt~on 
1s ueeded ior shooting down people; the note s a p  
that this ammumtion was ordered slnce 1948 but lt 
did not arrive until 1950, t he -p r~ce  is greater than 
ivhat was estimated and this $ 9 0  is to pay the amount 
wlwh IS due on the ammunition. 'the honourable 
member talked about a riot squad; does he think 
that the four, of us here who are members of the 
Executive Committee are any less interested i n  the 
peuple than he is? We do not get up and talk the 
rot which he talks because i t  would not suit us to do 
that. T h e n  i t  comes to a question of the interest 
of the people-if it is a question of increased am- 
munition we are not passing that; but this ammuni- 
tion was ordered since 1948 and this money is needed 
to square the 'bill. The honourable senior membq  
for St. John also spoke about the medical attention 
to the Staff Officer and his family; if the honourable 
member would look and see what the note says, o r  
if he could understand what it says, he wodd  see 
that this medical attention is for the permanent staff 
and their fam~lieb. There are several families u p  
there; it is not only the Staff Bfficer and his family. 
Could the honourable member imagine that we would 
want a total of $2,160 to be spent for medical atten- 
tion merely in respect of the Staff Officer and his fam- 
ily? They n o d d  be permanent idiots or lunatics. If tne 
honourable member would open his eyes and see what 
he is reading, he would not talk these things. I am 
not quite sure as to the number of families that are up 
there, but this money is to pav the medical expenses 
of the permanent staff of the Barbados Regiment and 
their families. 'I take care of three families of the 
permanent staff up  there; I wish the honourable 
member would see what he is reading and speak on it. 

Mr. REECE : It would seem that the 'statement 
made by the honourable senior member for  St. Johil 
cowtitutes an  indictment on medical men as regards 
the treatment of these officers and their families. It 
is the medical men who are responsi'ble for 
the state of affairs which the honourable mem- 
ber has suggested. After hearing the honour- 
able senior member for St.  Thomas say that he 
looks after three of these families I do not think that 
anybody could have any doubt that the fees which 
have been charged are reasonable fees. I would like 
to assure the honourable member that it is not such an 
easy matter as he thinks to get money out of- the 
Treasury of Barbados. As long as we have the pre- 
audit system i t  would be most difficult to  do anything. 
that is embodied in the suggestion made by the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. John. Before you can 
get a voucher the Auditor General has to be satisfied 
that the payment has been properly incurred: and 
when a medical man seiids in a bill that bill has to 
co to the Suditor General, and if, in his opinion, i t  
is not a proper 'bill or there is some irregularity, he 
takes the advice of the Crown Law Officers. I t  is 
mly after all those persons have been satisfied with 
the voucher that the money is paid out of the 
Treasury, No member of anv staff can increase his 
galarv by  getting a fictitious x~oucher passed through 
the Treasury; in order to do that he would have to 
3e in collusion with the medical man. There is 
pedly nothing in the charge made by the honourable 
;enior member for St.  John. When i t  comes to the 
~ t h e r  point, the honourable s ~ n i o r  member for St .  
rhomas has pointed out that this ammunition was 
ordpr~d as fa r  back as 1948. and owing to the late de- 
livery the price of the ammunition has increased; it is 
not a case of increasing the amount of ammunition. It 



1s 110 good having any Government unless you have 
uehlnd that Government the necessary force to m a n -  
iain order; no Goverlmem can oe run satisIactorrly 
unless you have behlnd it the force to see that its 
oruers and commands are carrled lnto efft'c~, a d  
inat law and order are ma~ntanled in the country. 
~t 1s necessary to have only a reasonable amount 01 
iorce, but the question rs, what is a reasonable amount 
of force considering the nature of the people of the 
country. I do agree that there are no more orderly 
people under the face of the sun than the people of 
Barbados. I n  these troublous times we not only have 
to look for local events, but we are passing through 
a world crisis and we can never tell when trouble 
may come to us. I think v e  should make provision 
agamst the day and time-I hope they will never 
come-when we will have to rely on the Barbados 
Kegiment to repel any attacking force which may 
come to our shores. I do not think that there is any 
need to protract this debate; I hope that the zeal ol 
the honourable senior member for St. John will pre- 
rent him from getting the criticisms which are levelled 
at him by the honourable senior member for St. 
Thomas. 

M i .  LEWIS:  I have listened to an excellent 
speech made by the honourable junior member for 
Christ Church and there is a lot in it. I do not remem- 
ber if we compelled the importees to go t o  the General 
Hospital for this treatment; if they went elsewhere 
for treatment in  respect of major operations, I defy 
the Auditor General of any colony to say that the 
fees charged bv the particular dodor are not what is 

price of them goes up and we have to &ay the in- 
creased price. That is very hard indeed; 1 think 
that the Executive Committee should urge upon the 
Crown Agents to forward the orders sent by the Gov- 

C 

ernmelit within a reasonable time. 
The question that Head XXIV stand part of the 

Schedule was put and resolved in the aMrmative 
without division. 

HEAD XX1S.-MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES 

The items and the respective amounts to be voted 
i~nder this Head mere read. 

Dr. CU;IIMINS: I beg to move that Head 
SXIX stand part of the Schedule. 

X n .  Cox seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

HEAD XXXII-DEI'AILT3IEKT OF H I G H W A Y S  AND 

TRANSPORT 

The items and the respective amounts to be voted --* 

under this Head were read. 
Dr. CUMMINS: I 'beg to move that Head 

XXXI l  stand part of the Schedule. .* 
Cox seconded tEe motion which was agreed to. 

HEAD XXXIII-AIRP0H.T 

The item and the amount to be voted under this 
Head were read. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to move that I3ea.d 
S X X I I I  stand part of the Schedule. reaionabg. sippose i t  was a question of legal fees; 

U 

been given is getting out of hand we can take steps i n  
the matter. I mention that point so that the honour- 
able senior member for St. Thomas can take it u p .  

Mr. BRANCKER,: As regards this question of 
arms and ammunition i t  has just flashed across my 
mind that perhaps the remarks of the honourable 
senior for St. John were not inopportune a t  this time, 
because we are near the time when the Colonial 
Estimates for 1951-52 will be before us and i t  is jnst 
as well that we sound a warning about the matter. 

ecessary The provision of arms and ammunition is n u  
for the Barbados Regiment because if you have 
soldiers they must have arms and ammunition. These 
people must be prepared to 'be sent to Korea or any- 
where else and they would need arms and ammunition ; 
however, as regards the PoI ic~  Force, the Executive 
Committee is now being warned of what T have to 
y v ,  of what the honourable senior member for St.  
John has to say and of what the hownrable qeniol* 
member for St. Michael used to say about arms and 
ammunition being supplied to this Forca. This sup- 
plementary provision is required to meet the coqt of 
ammunition which has been ordered since '1948: if 
the delivery of this ammunition has been delayed by 
the manufacturers why are we paying the increased 
cost due to the delay? If  T order anythine from 
Coddard's tomorrow and they hold up  delivery for 
three months, would I have to pay an incrnased cost 
for the article? 

Mr REECE : The honourable junior member 
f o r  $t h c v  has made a good noint. It seems that 
11-hen WP order artirles through the Crown Agent<: 
and thev fail to deliver them in  a reasonabl~ time. 
;is a result of their non-deliverp of thn article.; the 

I defy the Auditor General to say that the fees chargecl 
hs the honourable junior member for Christ Church 
are not reasonable fees for the advice given. You 
may be able to restrict a whole-time medical officer, 
but outside the Hospital he would be at  liberty to 
c4harge his fee. If we find that the facility which has 

Mr. Cox sec onded the motion which was agreed 
;o. 1 

HEAD SLI-SOCIAL WELFARE 

The items and the respective amounts to be voted 
ander this Head were read. 

Dr. CUJTiKINS: 1 beg to move that Head XL1 
,tand part of the Schedule. 

Alr. COX : I beg to second that. 
Mr. XOTTLEY: The note to this item 

" Stationery " says this : " Owing to the necessity of 
paying outstanding accounts in respect of the year 
1949-50 from the current year 'S provision, the amount 
-otecl. in the 1950-51 Estimates has proved to be in- 
ufficlent." I would hke to know what the outstand- 
ng accounts were. The note to tbhe item "Incidentals" 
,ays: "The amount provided for the current year 
has bem expended and additional provision is re, 
mested to meet requirements for the remainder of the 
financial year." 1 should just like the honourable 
m i o r  member for St. Thomas to tell me what the OUT- 

,tanding accounts were, and as fa r  as the item "Tn- 
>identalsM is concerned. I would like the honourable 
nember to break i t  down. 

Mr. LE'VTITJS : The notes to the items under this 
Read mere no doubt prepared by this Department and 
they are stupid, having regard to the spending i n  t h k  
Department. To say that : "Owing to the necessity 
of paying outstanding accounts in  respect of the year 
1949-50 from the current  ear's the amount 
voted in the 1950-51 Estimates has proved to be in- 
sufficient" is stuplid. These outstanding accounts 
according to the Financial Secretary, should have 
been put in for revote. I am not blaming the Govern- 
ment for this, because these notes must have been 
prepared 'by the Department; but it i~ a stupid thin.. . 
Supplementary Estimates mean that  the amounts 
u-hich have been voted have moved to be insufficient. 
But this is a fresh budget; this means that you have 
wed all the money and you have started to budget 



akresh. l'ou are s a ~ l n g  b a t  tor the nest tnree months 
you might want so and so. These Supplementary 
~ s t m a t e s  are not the only unzs that WLLL DC cc)uung 
uelore us, becausz aown to the u(~ntlZ ok June we 
%cl11 have Supplementary Estimates coming in. I agree 
wnn Supplementary Jhtimates c o ~ i ~ ~ n g  in, uut w w n  
you tell me that you are not prepared to cu r~a l l  
your expenditure for stationery and other things for 
an absolutely useless Department-useless because of 
the person you have m charge of it-l do not agree 
-1~1th that. This social welfare work is now taken over 
by the Police Department and that is where the money 
should De going. 1 wonder if some of the travellling 
done by the Social Welfare Officer is for the purpose 
of choosing police womeil, because that is one of her 
activities now. She has made an  absolute mess of tihd 
one piece of work which she haa done, and which 
caused her to be in this colony without my voice of pro- 
test being heard against that ;  she went and got some 
domestic help for the hospitals in the United Kingdom, 
and that is what has caused her to come back here. She 
is like a cow that has given milk and then kicked down 
the bucket twice; she tells the girls not to carry a 10 
of clothing to the United Kingdom because nobody 
will handle their baggage and that was an  absolute 11o 
She has told the people up there uot to advertise for 
nurses because there would be Barbados Scholars here 
and they would not get trained as nurses. I understand 
that she has written letters preventing people from 
getting work. I think that this is a woman who should 
be got out of this island : Trinidad has seen fit to close 
down its Social Welfare Department due to the impos- 

of iurmture because the bxeou-uve was not going to 
give 'it. A t  that time she should have been hred. If 
l vote done  1 am vot~ng agans t  these amounts under 
these items i n  respect of tus Head of the Schedule, 
Social Wehare. It is ridiculous to put  a matter like 
this before this Committee; you should not let, any 
oilicer t h n k  that  there are a bunch of ignoramuses 
in  this House, and he can get a defence from the 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph. Fo r  all 
the years i n  this colony we have been looking for 
decent standards ; but as long as people ieel t h a . ~  they 
can get one or two people in  the ~xecu t ive  to deiend 
them, they think they can do what they like. When 
this oacer wrote that assistance should not be asked 
tor people who had lost their furniture as a result of 
the iiood, that the Government was not gding to give 
it, the honourable senior member for  St. Peter upset 
the whole thing quickly. As regards the girls going 
up to the United Kingdom, it is true that this Officer 
wrote back to say that they were doing well, but she 
wanted them to look like domestic servants; she diid 
not do any good work for us. I warn the honourable 
senior member for St. Thomas now that I am voting 
against the amounts under this Head, i t  is a n  insult 
tc put this note before us. "Owing to the necessity 
of paying outstanding accounts in respect of the year 
1949-50 from the current year's provision, the amount 
toted in the 1950-51 Estimates has proved to be in- 
sufficient." If any of the local people had written 
this note, you would have heard the arg~unents of 
some honourable members about it. I counsel the 
k~onourable senior member for St. Thonlas to see that 
'hat 1s not fa i r ;  people do not actudlv tell vou 

bt cause 
fo r  the 
having 

I thought she-did good ~ & r k  in  getting nurses 
United IZingdom. It is not a question of 

an  office and people smoking cigarettes in it: 
Ihe time has passed when we were spending money 
from the Colonial Development and Welfare Organi- 
zation. We are noX7: spending our own money. I do not 
agree hhat the item-"~ncidentals" should be broken 
clown because i t  would be nothing other than what we I 

I have voted before : but this is a peculiar form of Sup- 
plementary Estimates, i t  is fresh budgeting. This Soc- 
ial Welfare Officer has made an absolute mess of a 
Department which should be doing good work, and 
I would cut this entire vote out of the Estimates. 
This is a Department which might be doing good work, 
but nobody can see i t ;  this Department should be very 
careful not to overspend what has been voted for i t  

"- Mr. MOTTLEY: I t  6s very rarely that my col- 
league and I agree in  this House, but  on this occasion 
I say that every word which he has spoken 
is correct. During the consideration of the Estimates 
last year I criticised the Social Welfare Officer and 
the honourable senior member for St. Joseph told me 
that I should be ashamed. When you say certalin 
things the first thing you hear is that an  inquiry 
should take place. This woman has written some 
wicked reports to the Colonial Secretary's Office ; she 
wrote a letter on behalf of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee and she had the temerity to ask the Ves- 
t r y  of St. Michael to itemrise "Incidentals". What 
a piece cnf colossal ignorance ! She wrote : " Tht 
Executiw wish you to itemise 'Incidentals' " and 
mhy can't I ask the honourable member who is now in 
charge of this Resolution to itemise "Incidentals" 
relative to this Officer's office? I am sorry that the 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph is not here 
I remember well that the Press and e~erybody said 
that the people who suffered as a result of the flood 
two years ago should be given help, and this Office1 
wrote a let4ter saying-I linew it was a lie-that you 
must .lot ask for any assistance as regards the losc 

thdt you are figureheads, but they will g& in seine- 
body's house and drink cocktails and say that you 
are figureheads I should l?ke to have some informs- 
tion about these travelling expenses. If this Depart- 
ment was ddjng anything the Commissioner of Police 
mould not have been organizing a Boys' Club: you 
must have the confidence of the man in  the street and 
the ordinary man in the street has no confidence in this 
Social Welfare Officer. W'here is the Social Welfare 
Officer? Earlier this afternoon I praised an English- 
man to the skies because he is good: but that does not 
l 
l 

l , 

m ~ n t  me from telling one wco is'no good that he is 
no good. 1 will not be able to vote for the amounts un- 
7er this Head unless the honourable senior member for 
St. Thomas can 'break down the figures. The feeling is 
that once the honourable senior member for St. Joseph 
qays that these amounts must be passed. the blind 
sheep will vote for them; but there are some honour- 
able members on that side of the House who have 
a lot of guts. Honourable members like the honour- 
able senior member for St. John and my colleague will 
Fell them that they are wrong. 

Mr. MILLER: I am asking honourable members 
t . ~  feel whatever they like about t l ~ e  lady in charge 
of this Department, but to allow this vote to go 
through. Social welfare means a lot to this colony. 
I ask honourable members to look ahead five or ten 
years and think of what social welfare will mean 
to the children of this colony; we have a lot of poor 
children to look after in the colony. It is unfortunate 
that this lady is in  charge of this Department, but 
do not let us punish those who will benefit from social 
velfare. I should like to point out that you cannot 
dismiss or get rid of this W c e r  by striking out this 
vote, but you will do harm to the effort in respect of 
social welfare; the least we can do is to register our 
feelings in  this matter and let this Department be 
carried on. I n  time thk lady will go to another coun- 
try, but I do not think it is fair for  honourable mem- 
bers to harm social welfare work by not voting for 
these amounts. Social welfare is something which 
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sl~ould be encouraged and l appeal to honourablz 
members not to allow the heat of their indignation 
to destroy the effort in  this directicn. Let honourable 
~rlembers feel whatever they like about the lady in 
charge of this Department, but let the service be 
continued; there are too many people in need of it 
I t  is in the interest of honourable member$ of this 
House to see that social welfare is carried on ; 1 appeal 
to honourable members to see what social welfare will 
mean to the people of thris colony. 

Dr. CL,IMINS: I think I can explain this 
matter: I know that this is an oppor t~ni t~y  for 
honourable members to get rid of a lot of heat, but 
I do not think that Miss Arne, the Social Wel- 
fare Officer, is really to be blamed for these "inci- 
dentals." On the 30th December, 1949, this Officc~ 
wrote t o  the Financial Secretary pointing out that 
she had certain outstanding obligations and asked for 
a supplementary vote of $ 8 3  to meet them. These obli- 
gations were in respect of the financial year 1949-50 
Apparently there was a slip somewhere and the amount 
was passed over: no answer to the Minute was received 
and no supplementary vote was passed, so that in this 
year we had to meet, the expenditure. This Officer state.. 
rhat she, had these outstanding obligations which shc 
could not meet from the vote in 1949-50 and she 
~ s k e d  for a supplementary vote; that was lost sigh: 
of, and. consequently, she had to meet these obliga- 
tions from the! amount voted in 1950-51. As regards 
the question of travelling, in the re~organization of 
the Department provision was made for t<wo As- 
sistant Welfare Officers and they mould have to do 
some travelling. The increase in the amount for tra- 
velling is to enable the Social Welfare Officers tc 
carry out their duties until the 31st March thjg 
year. That is the whole thing in a nutshell. 

Mr. REECE : The honourable senior member 
for St. Thomas has laid the blame for this state of 
zffairs squarely on the shoulders of the Executive 
Committee. 

Dr. CUMMINS: On a point of order. 1 lav-  
not laid any blame on the, Executive Committee. : 
simply said that the request for the supplementary 
vote went to the Financial Secretary; i t  did not 
cxtme before the Executive Committee and therefore 
the Executive Committee did not know anything 
about it. 

Mr. REECE:  No money is paid out of the Trea- 
sury nnder any Resolution unless by warrant of t h ~  
Executive Committee; and if there were outstanding 
accounts in respect of the year 1949-50 the Executive 
Committee should have, have introduced a supple 
mentary R,esolution to meet those outstanding ac- 
counts. According to the note, there were outstand- 
Ing accounts a t  the end of the financial year 1949-5.) 
and those accounts were paid out of the Estimates 
for 1950-51; but that cannot be done under thp 
law of this country. Those outstanding accounts, 1 
repeat, should have, been met by means of a supple- 
mentary Resolution ; the Governor-in-Executive 
Commiwee had no right to authorise the Colonial 
Treasurer to pay this amount out of the Estimates 
for 1950-51. According to the honourable senior 
member for St. Thomas, the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee has gone wrong in authorising this pay- 
ment out of the 1950-511 Estimates in  respect of the 
year 1949-m; and there is now this shortage in the 
provision for the present year. That is the legal posi- 
tion. The honourable senior member for St. Thomas has 
 old us that there was a shortage in respect of the 
year 1949-50, no action was taken on the Minute 
which was written to the Financial Secretary mci 

the money was paid out of the present year's Esti- 
mates. This note is not an accurate statement of af- 
fairs; this note should have been requesting a sup- 
plementary vote to meet outstanding accounts in re- 
spect of the year 1949-50. Neither the Governor-in- 
Executive Committeei nor anybody else has any right 
to authorise the payment of onts ta~ding  accounts i n  
respect of the previous year  out of the present year's 
Estimates. That is the value of the pre-audit system; 
the Auditor General should have been more careful 
in this matter. From what the honourable senior 
inember for St. Thomas has said, this mistake is that 
of the, Executive Committee. I am not joining forces 
with the two honourable members for the City because 
I know nothing myself as to the facts on which they 
are speaking; I am dealing with this Resolution. The 
honourable senior member for St. Thomas has ex 
plained most clearly how this mistake has been made 
and I say that the blame is on the Executive Commit- 
tee. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I would like to re,ply to the 
honourable senior member for St. George who is ask- 
ing us to see that social welfare work is not discon- 
tinued; but who in this 20th century would not re- 
wgnize the necessity for a Social Welfare Depart 
~ n e n t ?  Such a Depantment is par t  of any modern, 
democratic country. During the consideration of the 
last Estimates I said I do not think that we are spend- 
ing sufficient money on social welfare : but we cannot 
have a Social Welfare Department without a Head. 
Because we are inclined to reduce the amount to be 
voted under this Head in this case, we are not des- 
troying social welfare work. We, have a Social Wel- 
fare Department in this colony ancl the Police De- 
partment has seen the necessity for removing th? 
waifs and strays off the streets. This matter should 
be dealt with by the Social Welfare, Departmen; not 
bp the Police Department. Let the honourable senior 
rr~ember for St. Georgei realise that we think that 
social welfare work should be continued; as a matter 
of fact, I get my strongest support in politics because1 
press home the necessity for social welfare work. 
!.:an you say that the Social TATelfare Officer has sat  
mth any Poor Law Board in the island so as to be 
able to brir,g her ideas to bear upon people(? We 
M ouId like to see more money spent on social welfare. 
but I am not voting for this arnount now. The hon- 
ourable iunior member for Christ Church has given 
the legal position : a supplementary vote in respect of 
1949-50 should have been brought in. (A MEMISER. 4 
I t  was a Government omission). I t  is a rather gen- 
erous Government to accept blame for the Social 
Welfare Officer. I still maintain that as long as this 
Social Welfare Officer can get the honourable senior 
member for St. Joseph to say that all is. well, the 2 

cthers are bound to fnllow and everything will be v 
all right. 

Mr. MAPP: There have been some very tren- ~i 

clLalit criticisms made of this Department and the 
person who is in  charge of it. To my way of t h i ~ i n g ,  r 
the Social Weilfare Officer has not been trained in 
social welfare work at  all and she has not got the 
temperament to take charge of this work in a colony 
like Barbados. She can give a nice Address as to 
how thei system works in England and of the history 
of social welfare in  the United Kingdom; but she is. 
in the wrong place. Criticisms have come from this 
ITouse repeatedly when previous Estimates were 
being dealt with, about the lack of active work in  re- 
spect of this Department; but surely if the, honoura- 
ble senior member for the City or his colleague wants 
this O&er dismissed, the way to do that is not, to  Ibt 
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refust to vote this money. If we reject this vote 1 do 
not see that we will get anywhere nearer that object. 
My colleague has polnted out that i t  1s not the fault 
of the Soclal Welfare Officer that this state of affairs 
has taken place, and I have not been able to see how 
rejecting this vote can afYect this Officer. If she could 
be removed by a rejection of this vote I would agree 
that we should neject i t ;  if she had done any- 
thing wrong and you could possibly get her out ancr 
eRect some improvement in the Department, I would 
say "all right". Frankly, I agree that this Oftice h 
f a r  behind the kind of office which i t  should be. I n  
a backward colony like Barbados there is a lot of 
social welfare work to be done; a lot of this work 
.can be done i n  the country areas and people should 
be trained to go into homes in the interest of social 
welfare. This woman should probably be a liaison 
officer or something like that ;  if she has been train d 
as a lawyer she will not be so much suited for social 
welfare work, because lawyers never make proper ad- 
ministrators. She has a magnificent 'brain, but I think 
she is in  the wrong place. However, what is the use of 
~ u t t i n g  out this amount when it has been admitted 
that  this lady has not been a t  fault? You can intro- 
duce an  Address a ~ k i n g  that this lady be dismissed 
or you can ask that  an inquiry be held, but that is 
nothing to do with this vote. 

The question that Hqad XL1 stand part of the 
Schedule was put  and resulted in a "tie ", the Com- 
mittee dividing as follows :- 

A y e s :  Messrs MILLER, MAPP, LEWIS, BRYAN, F. 
L. WALCOTT and Dr. CUMMINS -6. 

Noes : Messrs. ALLDER, NO-, BRANCKER, GILL, 
WILKINSON and WARD -6. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The, question has resulted in 
' 'tie ", six honourable members voting ' ' Aye ", and 
six honourable members voting "No". I vote with 
the "Ayes". 

ANNEXED ESTIhUTES 

I. POST OFFICE. 

The items and the respectire amounts to be 
3-oted were read. 

Dr. CUMMINS: I n  moving that this Head of 
ihe Annexed Estimates stand part of the Schedul~, 
1 know that there are one or two honourable membe~s 
who would like some, explanation in respect of item 
31 " (New), Loss of cash in transit" for which the 
sum of $74 is required. This amount is the salary of 
the Postmistress of St. Peter who was on leave when 
iier salary was sent a t  the end of August, 1950. She 
left no instructions as to where her salary was to br 
sent: the regi~t~ered envelope was received by the 
Acting Postmistress of St.  Peter to be forwarded to 
the Postmistress at  the place at which she was 
staying a t  Maxwell, Christ Church. The ietter dis. 
appeared during transit and a thorough march was 
made by the Colonial Postmaster, but it has not been 
traced. The matter was referred to the Attorney 
General for his opinion as to liability and it, is his 
opinion that  as the matter is a Government responsi. 
bility and the Post Office is a Government Depart 
ment, the Government is not liable in. tort and thf 
Administration will have to reimburse this amount 
hence the amount has been included in these Supple. 
mentary Estimates. I beg to move that this Head of 
the Annexed Estimates stand par t  of the Schedule. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I beg to second that. 
Mr. MOTTLEY: I should like to know how thc 

Government usually pays this money. Was this cash 
money or a cheque sent by registered letter? 'Phe 

honourable senior member for St. Thomas has made 
an explanation, but eves you, Mr. Chairman, are not 
3atlsfied; I can see from the expression on your face 
:nat you do not appreciate all that has been said. We 
Are not interested m the legal part  of the matter; how 
do they pay this Postmistress B Mr. C. H. P. Jor- 
dan in  Speightstown would honour even your cheque. 
1 ask this question before I make my criticism; tvas 
this money sent in cash or by cheque. 

Mr. LEMTIS: The honourable member does not 
understand one thing about this matter and still he 
wants to be the first member to speak. This is one 
Head on which the honosrable senior member for  St. 
Thomas has made an explanation and some honourable 
members might be able to tell him what has happened. 
When I received this Resolution and read i t  I was 
just as  confounded as my colleague is. A similar 
thing has happened already; I knew the people 
personally and I had to vote against the Resolution 
and I have not made up my mind as to how I should 
vote on this one. I understand that it is usual to send 
cash in a registered envelope which is opened by the 
people who are to receive the money, and they are 
people in  whom you must have some confidence, be- 
cause they are Postmasters or Postmistresses. It would 
appear that a cheque should be sent and it might 5.: 
all right to send a cheque for a sum of money to some- 
body in Speightstown, but you could not very well 
send a cheque to somebody in St. Philip or St. John 
and get somebody there to cash i t  for him. I under- 
stand that this lady tvas on holiday and she did not 
say to  send the money to the address a t  which she 
ras, and the money ment to the Post Office ; then some- 
h d g  had to see that the correct amount was in  the 
xvelope, put i t  in another envelope and send it to the 
General Post Office to be sent to Chrkt  Church Therc 
LK nothhg unwual  ih  that. I n  so f a r  as the Genqal 
Post Office is concerned, the particular letter never 
nrivsd there; in so f a r  as the Government's liablity 
is concerned, as long as you say to send the mo,ney to a 
particular place and the money is 'received, the Qov- 
:mment7s liability ceases, A dangerous thing h re 
spect of this matter S that the same Postmaster -or 
Pwtmistress in the country has to pay out the money 
for Old Age pensions and it is sent in the same way. 
l f  we are going to hold ourselves responsibile for an 
envelope which is supposed to arrive and does not 
arrive, I would like to know where we will draw the 
line. You cannot say that you believe one person and 
you do not believe the other; if you say that the 
envelope W@ lost in  transit so that the van driver 
might have taken i t  out, he would take exception to 
that. To my mind this is something in connection 
with vhich we can only express sympathy and the 
money has to be paid. If it is said that a registered 
letter has not been received, what are we going to dot  
Are we going to say that "A" received it and stole it 
or that "B" did not send i t  t This lady is a friend 
of mine and, in my opinion, if she left St. Peter 
and went to live in Christ Church, she s h o ~ l d  either 
have asked that the money be sent direct to her or she 
should have gone for i t  herself; but the ColoIlial 
Postmaster was given no instructions as to where 
this lady was living or whether the money could be 
sent direct to her or not. I suggest that  this particular 
item should be referred to a Select Committee so that 
we can get an  idea as to how the Post Office is being 
run. Registered mail should not be opened by a 
single individual; No bank will send a single person 
to register a letter. It is not that they doubt the staff, 
but they say: "You go with him so that  you can say 
that he did p ~ t  iia the money." You should have two 
persons in a transaction of the sort which has been 



mentioned here. I suggest to the honourable 
senior member for St. Peter that this matter 
be gone into by a Select Committee so that 
honourable members will get acquainted with 
what is going on and perhaps the system should be 
changed. 1 may have to vote against this item if 1 am 
forced to do so; I have sympathy for people who 
have worked and then they do not get their money, 
but 1 do not see that the Treasury must be respons- 
ible for money which is said to have been put  in an 
envelope and sent out. I cannot vote for that ;  I am 
very sorry that this matter should have had to be 
discussed in public at  all. 1 am not making any 
motion, I will leave the matter to the hono~rable 
senior member for St. Thomas. I appeal to honour- 
able members to see that the circumstances are such 
that thc debate should be closed and let us go into the 
mat>ter. The Resolution that came here for the ;last 
amount of money in respect of the Post Office was sent 
back to the Executive about two or three times before 
it was eventually passed. I appreciate what has b-en 
done, but I cannot vote for this item because it is 
dangerous to do so. 

Dr. CUMMIKS : The honourablc junior member 
for the City is anrri01.s that the way in which things 
are handled a t  the Post Ofice be invcstigated, and 
he thinks the only way in which that can be done is bp 
postponing this particular item. However he realises 
that this lady will have to get her money; I am sug- 
gesting that we should pass this amount and he or 
any other honourable member can introduce an 
Address asking for an inquiry into the working of 
the General Post Office. I think i t  is better to do that 
than to postpone this item. I appeal to the hononrable 
member to allow this item to be passed and at the 
next meeting of this House he can ask that an Address 
be passed calling upon the Government to inquire 
into the system of transporting money as carried out 
by the Post Office. I will report the honourable mem- 
ber's suggestion in the proper quarter. 

Mr. MILLER : The honourable junior member f 01 

the City has made a very able speech and T agree with 
what he has said. I am afraid that in passing this 
amount we are probably creating a precedent and 
opening the door to petty crime. I t  is an ugly thin? to 
take place, but a loss in transit can only point to the 
van driver or the party in the Post Office who has been 
receiving these registered letters. I do not think it is 
correct to say that we should vote this money right 
now; I agree that the matter should be referred tc a 
Select Committee. I am afraid that we are creating a 
precedent and in another four or five years the Gov- 
ernment will regret it. If we vote money which ic sup- 
posed to be lost in transit, the temptation is there for 
the van driver and the clerk; on the other hand, it i s  
easy to attribute blame to a person who is unabli 
to defend himself. Mail bags are sealed and T dc 
not think that we need an armed van for the trans- 
port of money in a civilized country like this. I happen 
to know this lady in question; the question for V. 
to decide is whether or not i t  is right to create a pre 
cedent so that people can always come back and ask 
for repayment of money which was supposed to be 
lost in transit. The honourable senior member for St.  
Thomas does not think i t  is necessarir that we should 
ncstpone the consideration of this Resol~~tion, but I 
do not think i t  is correct for us to create such a pre- 
cedent as to pass this vote right now. 

Mr. REECE : The Postmistress of St. Peter has 
not received her salary for the month of August, 1950 ; 
she was not in  St. Peter a t  the time when this regis- 
tered letter was received 'by the Acting Postmistress. 
In  point of law the Postmistress is entitled to her 

salary because she ha.. not been paid. You cannot sue 
the Crown; if it were a private employer he could 
be sued but not so with the Orown. I n  that case you 
have to put the facts in a petition and ask that the 
money be paid. Honourable members s h o ~ l d  not talk 
about something of which they do not know anything ; 
it does not make any difference as to whether you had 
a check made or not. because if a person wants to 
commit a theft he will commit it. I n  this colony from 
time to time we have had employees a t  the Post Office 
being found guilty of embezzling things which were 
in the course of transit, and rccently we have had a 
case in which an employee at the Post Office was 
sentenced to penal servitude for four years; so that 
there is nothing to prevent people from committing a 
breach of the Act if they want to do so. T would llke 
to say that if honourable members think that this case 
has not been investigated thoroughly by the Police 
Department, they are wrong. Every effort has been 
made by the Police Department to discover how this 
money was lost; everything that could be done has 
been done in order to trace this money and discover 
if anybody is criminally responsible for the loss. I t  
has been s~ggestecl that this matter should be post- 
poned pending investigation by a Committee but dur- 
ing that time this lady must have her money. If i t  i s  
thought that the Committee can do a better job than 
the Police Department, I wish i t  all luck; I promise 
that I will not be serving on that Committee. I coum- 
sel honourable member5 to pass this vote and allow 
this lady to get the money to which she is entitled. 

Nr.  BRAKCIZER: Nobody who knows the 
present Solicitor General of this colony would even 
begin to think of doubting his word; he has stated 
that this matter has been investigated by the Police 
Department. We h a ~ ~ e  a note which does not make thc 
slightest reference to the investigation by the Police 
Department and one wonders why those who are re- 
sponsible for this note should have omitted to nientlon 
that d~ ta i l .  The note says that this amount is "to 
reimburse the Postmistress of St. Peter by the amount 
of her salary for the month of August, 1950, whicn 
was sent to her by Registered Post on the 30th August,, 
and which subsequently was lost in the course d 
trpnsmis~ion. I n  spite of a thorough enquiry con- 
ducted by the Colonial Postmaster the registerd 
letter has not been traced." Of course the Colonial 
Postmaster may conduct thorough enyuivies througll 
the Police Department, but one would expect that in 
this note i t  would have been set out plainly SO as to 
relduce +o a minimum the amount of d i scu~ ion  in this 
lioiise, that this matter was investigated by the Police 
Department. The Colonial Postmaster is a man of no 
more than average ability and when I read that he 
had thoroughly conducted this enquiry, I wondered 
what had been done and why the matter was not 
referred to the Criminal Investigation Department 
and the opinion of the learned Solicitor General taken. 
This investigation was apparently fruitless and then 
it was decided that this letter was lost. I presume that 
the Colonial Postmaster is responsible for putting 
registered l?tters in  a bag or package, such bag or 
package being sealed in the presence of the Iran driver 
before it is p ~ t  in the van. That is where a Select 
Committee may be most helpful in  this matter and i t  
is possible that the member of the Executive Com- 
mittee who is in charge of matters relating to the 
Post Office may be able to enlighten us in  this regard. 
What does the van driver do -&h the bag or package 
in which these registered letters are placed? What is 
his statement as to this matter? Perhaps somebody 
who was receiving a "lift" i n  the van could have 
opened the package. I think it might be possible for 
some member of the Executive Committee to describe 
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t 
the investigation which has been made in connection the Government has made an enquiry which h a  
with this matter. When you say that something has 1 revealed nothing and when the Government 
been lost there is no criminal culpability attached to accepted the r e spo~s ib i l i t~  for this payment. l anybody; i t  means that that thing has been p e r m -  I Mr. =EJ: I shall be very short i n  &pea- 
nently misplaced. I n  view of the fact that the Govern- ( on t h ~ s  matter. I only w m t  t,o say that \vhile the tacts 
ment is not so careful as to send out cheques or postal 
orders, has i t  occurred to them to keep the numbers 
of the notes? I presume that this amount of money 
would be made ~p of three twenty-dollar notes, one 
ten-dollar note and two two-dollar notes. Reference 
was made to an employee of the Post Office who was 
sentenced to four years' penal servitude and one also 
recalls the case of a postmail who received a term of 
imprisonment; l mould counsel the member of the 
Executive Committee who looks after the affairs in 
connection with the Post OEce to warn the Postmaster 
not only to concentrate on the postmen but also to ser 
that all is well with the clerical s t a k  These unfortun- 
ate things cannot happen if only the subordinates are 
in the knowledge of them; let the Government investi- 
gate from the Postmaster down and see who may be 
the persons responsible in  these matters. If this matter 
has been investigated by the Crimmal luvesf~gatlon 
Department and not merely by the Postmaster, let us 
be told that. I n  this matter I have heard what seems 
to be different vlews of the law; 1 have heard the hon- 
ourable junior member for the City state his vre\v oi- 
the law, I have heard the learned Solicitor Cfenerai 
state his new of ~t and I find i t  diLticult to recollclle 
those views; but whoever 1s right, from the invral 
standpoint this lady m ~ s t  get her nloney. If she has 
survived wlthout her salary for the nlolltli of August, 
1950, she can wait until a Select Cornnuttee has gone 
into the matter. 

iliIr. SPEAKER: I have heard many speakers 
make their contribution to this debate relative to this 
item which is beifore us, and I cannot, by any stretch 
of my imagination. see why thls matter should be 
postponed. If I should read the note to thjs item, it 
says: "To reimburse the Postmistress of St. Peter 
by the amount, of her salary for the month of August, 
1950, which was sent to her by Registered Post on 
the 30th August, and which subsequently was lost in 
the course of transmission. I n  spite of a thorough 
enquiry conducted by the Cdonial Pastmaster the 
registered letter has not been traced." From this 
note the responsibility for the payment of this money 
does devolve on the Government, and if honourable 
members would consider what it means to an  ordinary 
Civil Servant to be deprived of her salary for a 
month, they would certainly reconsider their sugges- 
tion abont postponing this item. A Civil Servant who 
is working for a monthly salary has suffered the loss 
of her salary for a month and I do not think that this 
matter should be held up by a legislative Amembly 
such as this one when the responsibility for  payment 
devolves on the Government. This particular Civil 
Servant has no blame attached to her a t  all; that  is 
obvious. From this note I gather that some effort has 
been made to trace this registered letter, but it can- 
not be said that any blame can be attached to this 
Civil Servant. I hate to think that the members of 
this Committee would withhold the naming of this 
Rewintion Obvionslv the responsibilitv for  the pax-- 
ment of this money is the responsibility of the Gov 
ernment, the same Government vhich has  seen fit 
t o  send down this particular Resolution. I counsel 
this Committee to nass this amount and be in w m -  
pathy with this paricn1ar ladv in circumstances such 
as these. 1 hope I have said as mwh 9s will convince 
the members of thie Committee not to nostpone this 
Resolution when thic; narticular lady has been the 
victim of circumstancec; berond her control. when 

as given by the honourable junior member fob. 
city indicate a very serious state of hairs wh;lc~ 
h been e-ting in the Post Oitice for d, ion(: t q e ,  
the Govermeut must be guiceeu by the oplmon, ot 
lb Legal A d v m r  U these matkers. 11 tue Attorney 
General advfies that the Governmellt Is UDle, 1 a* 
~ o t  bee how the Government c m  very wed get a r o m d  
the payment of this money; but 1 will sa;y 'thaf I 
doubt that there is any Government Department, 
except the Departmeut of Highways and T r m p o r t ,  

which you get more complaints made than the 
General Post Office. I am not going to ailate on that 
matter a t  present; 1 am assured tha t  a report will 
be macle 111 the proper quarter and I hope tnat some 
ellquiry will be made into the general working of the 
Post Office. As regards the item "lnland W", l 
notice that the note says: "The contractors for the 
couveyanue of mail from the General Post Ofice to 
the parishes have applied for  a n  increase of $4.80 
per month in the rate of the contract. The request 
u based on the fact that  since the removal of the 
Parcel I'ost Branch to the ?TTharf i t  has beeu necessary 
to collect parcels from the new premises in addition 
to calling a t  the General Post Office with the resd t -  
ing increase in the consumption of gasolene ........" I 
understand that they have asked for this increase 
bec.anst> the pric of gasolclne has gone up, but the note 
cioes wv that .  T c10 not sue how the vans just going 
around Broad Street and back to the General Post 
Office could justify that increase. There might be a 
very good reason for  this increase and I h o p  that 
my colleague will be able to give it. 

1Ir.  LEWIS:  If I allow this item "Loss of cash 
in transit7' to go to the vote, I will have to vote 
against the whole Head "Post Office" which I do 
not intend to do. Therefore what is left for me to do 
i:: to move the deletion of the item, or  alternatively 
move that this Head be reduced by $7@. 

Xr. CHAIRMAN: The question is that  this 
Head of the Annexed Estimates stand part of the 
Scheclule Honourable members in favour of that will 
please say "Aye", those against -a* please xay " N o . - '  
I thi'nk the "Ayes" have it. 

J4r. LEWIS: I should like to register my vote 
against this item. 

The followinlg division was taken:- 
Ayes :-Messrs. BRYAI*;, MOTTLEY, F. L. W~LCOTT, 

 ILLER ER, MAPP, &X, REECE, CRAWFORD and Dr. 
CUMIMINS-9. 

Toes  : Xessm. ALLDER and Lms-2. 
Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to move that a Resolution 

to place the sum of $64,806 at  the disposal of the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee to supplement the 
Estimates 1950-51, Par t  J, Current, as shown in the 
Supplementary Estimates 1950-51, No. 34, which 
form the Schedule this Resolution, do now pass. 

lfr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed 
to. 

On the motion of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by Mr. 
Mr. Coy, the CHAIRMAN reported the passing of the 
Resolution in Committee. 

n r .  SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

On motions of Dr. CUMMINS, seconded by  Mr- 
Cox in each case, the Resolution passed i n  Committee 
was read a first and second time and agreed to. 



ADDRESS RE ESTABLISHMENT O F  A FA1331 
IXXTITUTE IN TRINIDAD. 

Dr. CUMXINS : Nr.  Speaker,- I ask leave to 
proceed with the passing of an Address in  reply to 
His Excellency's Nessage No. 30/19510 to the House 
of Assembly requesting the approval of the House 
to an  intimation being given to the Comptroller of 
Development and Welfare Organization that Bar- 
bados is prepared to participate in  a Scheme to estab- 
lish a Farm Institute in  Trinidad for the Eastern 
Caribbean. I was told this afternoon that the Other 
Place has passed its Reply to this Message. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member to proceed with the passing of 
t.hz Address. 

Dr. OUNDSINS: The Reply to His Excellency's 
Mwsap  reads as follows :- 

THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
TO 

HIS  EXCELLENCY T H E  GOVERSOB. 

The House of Assembly have the honour to 
acknowledge receipt of Your Excellency's Message 
So. 30/1950 requesting the approval of the Hmse 

o an intimation being given to the Comptroller of 
3evelopment and Welfare Organisation that Barbados 
s prepared to participate in  a Scheme to establish 
t Farm Institute in  Trinidad for the Eastern Carib- * 
,em. 

The House beg to Msure Your Excellency of 
hew approval of the abovementioned Scheme. 

I beg to move that this Address do now pass. 
Mr. COX: I beg to second that. . 
Xr. SPEAKER : The cpestion is that this Address 1 1 

l o  now pass. Honourable members in  favour of that 
will please say "Aye", those against will please say 
'No". I think the "Ayes" have it. I will ask the 
honourable senior member for St. Thomas to present a 

this Adclress. 
Dr CTT'?11311XS : As Your Hoaour pleases. 

THE ADJOlURNMENT 

Dr. CUMXINS: The Order Paper will remain 
as it is. I beg to move that this House do now ad- * i 
jonrn nnt?l this day week, the 16th day of January, 
1951, at about 3 o'clock p.m. 5 

L 

Mr. Cox seconded the motion which was agreed 
to, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the 'House accordingly. C 




