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I THE 

ouse of Assem Debates 

Present : 

L HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
t 

i Tuesday, 24fh July. 1951. * Pursuant to adjonmnierit, the House of Assembly 
met at  3 o'clock p.m. today. 

His Hoiiour Jlr.  TC. N. R. HUSBANDS, (8psaker), 
His Honour Mr. A. E. S. LEWIS (Deputy Speaker), 
Mr. L. E .  S n r ~ m  (Clmir??zat~ of Commiftees), Dr. 
XI. G. H. C u m m q  KD. ,  C.M. Nessrs. M. E .  Cox, 
F. E. MILLER, G. H. ADABIS, B.A., J. E .  T. BRAKCKER, 
H. A. DOWDING, J. A. HAYNES, B.A., E. K. T T T ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~  
R.C., and E.  L. WARD. 

early date its iionliilation of nleinbers to serve on the 
~xogosed Select Committee. 

ROEERT CHALLENOR, 
Senior Member Presiding. 

Legislative Connci! Chamber, 
17th July, 1951. 

Prayers were read. 
Messrs. GILL and BETHELL entered the House and 

took their seats. 

The Minutes of the meetings d i c h  were teld on 
the 19th June and 3id July, respectively, having been 
circulated were taken as read a sd  confirmed. 

Mr. ALLDER entered'the House and took his seat. 

;Clr. SPEAKER:  I have the honour to inform 
the Ilouse that I haw received the following clocn- 
ments :- 

The Financial Report of the Accountant General 
for the month of June, 1951. 

The Report and Statement of accounts of the 
Sugar Industry Agricultural Bank for the year 
ended the 30th June, 1951. 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker :-I have the honour 
to present from His Honour the Governor's Deputy 
and froin His Excellency the Governor Messages as 
follows :- 
MESSAGE S O .  21/1951 

MESSAGE FROM T H E  LEQISLATITIE COUNCIL" 

l Mr. SPEAKER: I have the+honouk to inform 
the Hos.se that I have received a Message from the 
Honourable the Legislative Council as follows':- 

l 

The &~.qdslnfive Council 
To 

The Honowable the House of Assembly 
' l  

The Legislative Council have the honour to in- 
form the Honourable the House of As~emblp that they 
are of the o p i n i ~ n  that in  order t o  investigate the 
question of over population in Barbados i t  is desir- 
able-that a joint Select Committee of both Houses of 
the Legislature should be appointed with the follow- 
ing terms of reference :- 

"To examine the question of over-pw~lat ion '  ih 
Barbados and to make recommendations for dealing 
with this problem." 

2. If the,Honourable Honse is in  agreement with 
*is proposal the Council will be glad to receive a t  an 

* 

" His Honour the (Jovernor's Depdty has the 
nonour to inform the Honourable the Rowe of 
Assembly that His Excellency the Governor plrsposes 
to set up a Body to be known as the Scotland District 
Conservation Board under the Chairmanship of the 
Director of Agriculture with the following terms of 
referenck :- 

"To study the probleni of the conservation of 
land in the Scotland District and to advise the Gov- 
ernment of Barbadoos in regard to measures 46 be 
taken, initially and from time to time, to effect its 
solution. " 

2. I t  is proposed that the Board should be com- 
prised as follows :- 

The Director of Agriculture (Chairman). 
The Member of the Executive Committee i n  

charge of Agricultural affairs. 
One Member to be nominated by the Legislative 

Council. 
The two Members of the House of Assembly for  1 

4Ew garish of St. Joseph. 
e 



The two Members of the Ilonse of Assembl-\- foj 
the  parish of St. John. 

The two Members of the H o ~ s e  of Assembly fol 
the parish of St.  Andren-. 

One Member to  be nominated by each of tht 
Vestries of St. Anclrew, St. Joseph ancl St.  John. 

Two Nembers to be appointed by the Governor. 

R. K. TURKER, 
Governor 's Deputy. 

Eridgetown, 
12th July,  1951. 

TIis Excelleizcy ihe Goverizor 
To 

Thc Honolrrable the Hotcse of Assentbly 

His Excellency the Governor has the honour t c  
refer to the Address dated the 15th of April, 1951 
from the Honourable the House of Assembly on the 
snbject of assistance from the Labour MTrlfare E'unt 
t o  enable labourers to equip their houses with proper 
,sanitary convenienceq and  to inform the Honourablt 
House of Assembly that  the Government has never 
~vithhelcl approval of loans for the p u p o s e  of iustal- 
ling proper sanitary conveniences, which have beox 
requested i n  accordance with the provisions of h b o l ~  
Welfare F u n d  (Housing Loans) Regulations 1930 
A s  has been the policy from thc m r y  inception of the 
~chenle  whereby labourers have been loaned money 
fo r  the repair of their houses from the Labour Xelfare 
Fund ,  Government is ready and willing to consider 
applications from labonrers to assist in the equipping 
of their houses with proper sanitary conveniences. 

L. SAVSGE. 
Governor. 

G-01-erninent House, 
Barbados. 

22nd July,  1951. 

P A P E R S  L A I D  

Blr. ADAMS: I also have the honour to lay on 
thc Table the following Papers:- 

Thirteenth Anm.al Report of the Peasants' Loan 
Bank-1st June, 1949---31st Nay, 1950. 

Quarterly Return of Transactiolls in  Rnm tc, 
30th June, 1951. 

Scheme of Government lo r  the Coleridge and 
P a r r y  School, 1951. 

Barbados Colonial Estimates 1951-52. 
i 

NOTICES 

Government Kotices were given aS follo\vs: 
* 

Mr. ADAMS : (on behalf of W. E-'. L. TALCOPF) 
Resolution to place the sum of $1.000 a t  the disposal 
of the , Governor-in-Exec~~tive Committee to supple- 
ment the'Estimates 1951-52, Part I, Current, as shown 
i n  the Supplementary Estimates 1951-32, KO. 15, 
which form the Schedule to  the  Resolution. 

Dr.  CUMMINS : Resolution to snnctioll the 
Regnlations made by the Gorernor-in-Executiur Com- 
mittee on the 14th day of June, 1951, under the pro- 
visions of section 17 of the Immigration of Paupers 
(Prevention) Act, 1909. 

Mr. ADAMS : Resolution to sanction the Scheme 
of Government for the Coleridge and P a r r y  School 
made by  the Director of Education on the fourteenth 
day of July,  1951, under the provisioi~s of section 32 
of the Education Act, 1890 (1890-12). 

Mr. F. L. wALCOTT: Resolution to  authorize 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee to lease jn small 
plots t o  agricultural l a b o ~ r e r s  a parcel of land of a n  
area of approximately five acres forming part  of 
Dodds Plantation situated i n  the parish of St. Philip. 

31r. F. L. WSTd:IOTT: Y\esolution to authorise 
the C;orP1-nor-in-Esecutiw Com~nittee to leabe toe the  * 
T'estry of St.  Nichael that parcel of land known as 
The Princess Aliee Playing Field situated i n  the 
parish of St.  Michael and c<ntaining by admeasure- 
ment G acres, 3 roods. 32 perches. 

Mr. COX: A Bill iuti t~iled a n  Act to encom.ape 
the establishment and cierelopment of new industries 
and to make prorisiou for  the granting of certain re- 
lief froin package tax on customs duty and income tax 
to persons establishing factories i n  connection with 
such inclustries and for p u p o s e s  incidental to or 
connected with any of the foregoing purposes. 

3Ir. ADAXS : l'lesolntion to place the snm of 
$7,800 a t  thc d i> i~usd  of thc (:orc~t.llor-in-Exec~~tive 
Con~mit t ; .~  to inpplemrnt tlir Estimates, 1951-52, Par r  
I-Cnrrent. as shown in the Supplementary Estinlates, 
1951-52. So .  16. vhich for111 the Schednle to the Resolu- 
tion. I shonlcl like to tell hmlourable members that  
this Kesolntion i i  i n  coiilreetion n-ith the matter of 
ptu.chasing a car for the Gorernor-~omething which 
we have agreecl to do. 

I w o ~ l d  like to annonnce that I have cyclo- 
styled copies of the Schemc. of Government for the  
Coleridge and Parr)- School. 1 a m  instructed tha t  
it is cssrntial to get through with this Scheme today, 
and 1 shall ask leare to deal with it. I am a1.w in- 
strnctecl that thr  ~ o ~ ~ l l i a p  Body should be appointed 
immediately, the Heatlmaster ha, to be appointed and, 
~f poGble, we shonlil deal with the matter hefort. the 
31d of the inonth. 

Err. Al3AJ18: Of i n -  illtention to move the 
IIousr into Colurnittee of Supply at  the ne& meeting 
to consicter the money Resolntio~ls of which notice has 
been given today. 

Mr. GODDARD entered the I-Ionie and  took his seat, 

Mr. E. K. TV\-bLCOT'l' .--To enquire of the Ap- 
propriate AIenibcir of the Executive Committee a t  the 
nrst  Aleeting of tlw IIouse. 

1. Has any  money beell allocated by the Gov- 
3ramait  for repairs to Tenantry Roads i n  the variow 
Paris.l~es of thi\ Island f If io, will Glnvernment please 
state ~ ~ - h i c h  Parishei have beell dealt with and the 
imonnts granted to such Parishes? 

2. If the aniwer i-, in  thr  negative. ~ v h y  has no 
noi1e.v been g r a n t d  4 

Mr. IILLUER : To e n q ~ i r e  of the Appropriate 
\iember of the Esecntive Conmittre present a t  the 
les t  nieetinp of tlw fiouse of Axwnbly. 

7 .  Ii the Gorer-iment aware tha t  dissatisfactioll 
xists among Day  Labouwm enlployed a t  the Depart- 
nent of Highways & .^Transport, Housing Board, 
Faterworks D~paytmrn t ,  Pine Plantation, Seawell, 
2orernment Tnduvtrial School and other Departments 
)f Gcwernnient where ensual labour is employed, due 
o the low rate of c;/- pcr day?  

2. Will the. ( ~ o r c m ~ n ~ r i l t  cauw a n  increase of 
r q e i  to he given to all ineinb~rs  of the unestablished 
tafl of Gorernmcnt, and other casual Employees? 

N r .  S P E A K E R :  I h a w  i n  my hand a copy of 
he questions whic.1~ htme just been asked by the hon- 
~urable member, and paragraph 2 of these questions 
[as been crossed o ~ t  by me for reasons I have given 
o him. I heard the honourable member read out that 
amc paYapraph a n d  that is a n  insult to the Chair. 
Vheii questions come before me it is m y  right to 
xamine them. I have examined these questions p u t  
eforc 1 x 1 ~  by t h ~  honaurabllt member and  I told him 
hat some argument aaq contained i n  paragraph 2, 
hat I could not allow it and he has read out tha t  
aine paragraph. HCW must that  action be consider- 
31 I pu t  the matter to this honourable Chamber: 
will not stand this behaviour on the p a r t  of any  

onourable member of this Horn. I asking hen- 
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ourable members to snpport me in this respect. T h a t  
the hoilonrable senior meinber for St. John has done 
js nothing but a plain insult to the Chair. I will 
await for the House to take the action which should 
be taken in  this matter. 

Slr. ADANS: Yr .  Speaker,-l snggest that ir. 
is not necehsary to invoke the help of the House; the 
procedure in (?reat Britain is that these thnlgs ar-  
halidecl to the Clerk of the l l o ~ n e  and if he thinks 
that they o&nd against ille Rules, he dues not accept 
theill, allcl honourable nleinberr abide by the clecisiol~ 
of the Clerk. 111 this jslancl Yonr ZIoaonr does the 
acceptance or refusal ancl l suggest ~vi th  great respect 
that if Ponr Iloiionr reels that paragraph 2 of those 
questions should not be acc~ptecl, that is an end of 
th? illtitter. I t  is ont of orcler for the honourable 
member to attempt to put that part of the questions 
~ ~ h a t e v e r  onr views might be, just as no barr is te~ 
vonld dream of qnc~stioniag the rnling of a judge, sc 
no meinber of the llonse should dream of qnestioning 
the ruling of the Chair. Z therefore suggest that it 
is uot necessary for the I-Iouse to express any .i.ie.tr-S 
on what Pour JIonour has just said, hnt that il 
should be enough for Ponr Honour to say that j-01 

will not entertain that portion of the clnestions n-hicl 
is not appropriate. Tn short, Your IIoiiour will not 
perinit that portion of the questions to go to the Gov 
erninent and when that is done, the matter ends 
there. I thinli that th? honourable senior member foi 
St.  James mill approve of what I have just said. l 
think that that is the proper procedure and thir 
IIonse would not intervene except to express its de 
sire that normal. regnlar procechlre should continue 

Mr. E. I<. MTAI~COTT : T think it is right that 
I should support the reinaYks of the hononrable senior 
menlbw for St. Joseph, onlv 1 should say in addition, 
that your Honour does not bear so hard on some of 
us as on others. The training mhirh sollie of us 
have is so ingrained in us that me do not yuesticn 
the ruling of the Chair in  this case or of a judge 
even when we think we are right. That is second 
nature to us. I entirely agree v-ith what the hon- 
ourable senior member for ht. Joseph has said; but 
1 yet appealing to Your Honour that you should 
feel a little more kindly towards those who linow less, 
than towar&q those who know more. The younger 
members of the House will always feel that they are 
ta little restrained, not having had the advantage of 
being trained in the way in which some of us were 
trained in our earlier days, if I may put the matter 
111 that way. The procedure is sinlple; what Yoilr 
Honour says is carried even if you axe wrong, a d  
I am suggesting that you are wrong. I feel sure that 
the honourBble member will appreciate that he should 
not ha,ve read out that paragraph which Pour  Honour 
had not allowed in the question; I do not believe 
,that the honourable member will think of doing that 
again. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I must say that I highly ap- 
preciate the sound advice given by the two honour- 
able and learned members ,who have just spoken ; but 
P do not think I will ever attempt to bear hard on 
&ny honourable membelt. What I have done to the 
rConourable senior member for St. John 1 hare done 

: ko almost every honourable member in  this Chamber. 
J took the hollourable meniber in my offwe before 
the House convened aacl I told him that I could not 
allow that particular paragraph of the questionr. 1 
%bought i t  my duty to point out such irreplllarity 011 

the honou~able member's part. T thank honouraMe 
members for their advice. 

BILL READ A FIRST TIME 

On the inotion of Mr. COX, seconded by Dr. CUM- 
~ N S ,  the Bill intituled an Act to encourage the es- 

tablishnlent and darelopment of new industries and 
to make provision for  the granting of certain relief 
Eroin package tax on customs duty and income tax 
to persons establishing factories in connection with 
,uch inclnstries and for purposes incidental to or 
connected vi th any of the foregoing purposes n-as 
read a first tiiue. 

REl'lcESESTdTIC):< OF THE PEOPLE 
( 9 1 i S C E L L A S S  PROVISIONS) 

BILL 1951 

311.. ADAAIS : 311.. Speaker,-I ask Ieave to take 
Ortler S o .  10 as the first Order of the Day. I ask hon- 
onrable members to agree to that becaase, having 
regard to the timing done by the Government in 
inaking prepai.aiion for the next election, we should 
get this Bill through by the end of the month. Time 
is so short ancl this Bill is so long and important 
that I am asking honourable members to agree that 
wr ihonld make some attempt to finish it today. I 
hope that hoilourable members will not refrain from 
asking any qmstion oT nialiing any suggestion, and 
that we will get throagh mith Bill to-day. 

Mr. E. B. WALCOTT : I should like to say that 
certain honourable members on this side of the House 
did ilot get their copies of this Bill until yesterday, 
and I am only too willing to go through i t  again. I 
am in a different position from honourable members 
of my Par ty ;  they have not had much chance of clis- 
c.ussing the Rill mith one another. Personally, like the 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph, by reasoa 
of my profession, I lmow a good deal about this Bill, 
and therefore I am in a better position to carry on 
thau other honourable members of my Party. HOW- 
ever, I hope the horlourable senior member for St. 
Joseph will not finish this Bill to-day, so that if hoii- 
ourable lilenlbers want to ask any questioiis about i t  
they will have ail opportunity of doing so. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable inelnber to proceed with the Order. 

Xr .  SPEAKER : The first Order of the Day 
now stands in the name of the honourable senior 
member for St. Thomas :-To move the secohd read- 
ing of a Bill intitnled an Act to make provision for  
the direction ancl supervision of the election of mem- 
bers to serve in the General Assembly of this Island, 
the procedure at such elections, the expenses at  such 
elections and for other purposes in connection there- 
with. 

Mr. ADAMS : T asli leave to take charge of this 
Qrder. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
lidnonrable member. 

Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker,-This Rill is so im- 
portant that I am sure honourable members will for- 
give me if I read the ~vhole of the "Objects and 
Reasons" and stress particular points ; so that before 
we begin to deal mith the Bill honourable members 
]nay be well aware of the difficulties which might 
arise ill the course of its consideration. The "Ob- 
jections and Reasons" state : "The provisions of 
this Bill are intended to be supplementary to the 
prorisioils uf the Representation of the People -4ct, 
1901, and the Ballot Act, 1931, in  respect of the hold- 
ing of an election of meinbers of the General Assem- 
bly and provides the necessary administrative 
maehiuel*y in cwniiection therewith." When we have 
passed this Bill, we will have added things which 
shodd be done to those which, bp law, are done 
to-(lay. This Bill does not abolish anything which 
obtains to-day; i t  adds certain things. The "Objects 
and Reasons" go on to state : "As a result of the, 
introduction of adult suffrage some 96,000 persons 
have hem registered as electors under the provisionr 
of the Special Registration of Voters (General Aa- 



930 HOUSE 

sembly) Act, 1951. That Act also provides for the 
cGvision of the Island into 213 districts in which i t  is 
intended to establish one OF more polling stations. I t  
is therefore obvious that the administrative machin- 
ery necessary for the efficient conduct of an election 
must be substantiaLly increased. It will be necessary 
to appoint some 450 election officers that is, returning 
aild presiding officers, election clerks and poll clerks 
in the case of a General Election ancl the general 
superinteiiclence of such matters will be carried out 
by a Supervisor of Elections. " 

That is something new; for the first time me are 
being np to clate and will h a ~ ~ e  a general Supervisor 
of Elections for the whole islaiid. Hitherto there was 
no real general Supervisor of Elections; the only 
person who was somewhat in  that position was thf 
Begistrm who was ~esponsible for seeing that propel 
lists were circulated to the sheriffs. But now therc 
mill be appointed a General Snpervisor of Eleetiom 
who will see that proper snpervisioii is carried ont 
That is the practice in other places where aclnlt suff 
rage has been introclucecl. 

The "Objects and Reasons" continue : 
"Actual voting on polling day will be concluct 

ecl i11 the same manner as on previous elections, bnl 
i t  is considered advisable to depart from past prac. 
tices in the fo l lo~~ ing  respects: the time and place oi 
holcling the election will be fixecl in the writ and poll. 
ing day mill not be earlier than 14 clays or later than 
21 days a,fter nomination day." The feeling is that 
with the franchise for eandidatcs a& well as for  elec- 
tors lowered, and the opportunities for printing being 
'so bad, it might be found difficult for the "Advo- 
cate" to do the necessary printing in the us~ial  time. 
I t  is therefore suggested that we shoulcl give the 
"Advocate" 14 davs in which to c10 thc printing. The 
('Objects awl Reasons" continue: "This is to allow 
snfficient time for the printing of the requisite num- 
ber of ballot papers. Nomillation must be made in 
the form to bc provided aacl be signed by two electors 
of the constituenq- ancl must be handed, together 
~ ~ - i t h  the receipt for  the deposit, to the Retnming 
Officer between the hours of 9 a m .  and noon on 
noniination day." That is a departure from the pres- 
ent practice. The normal up-to-date practice is for 
nollzination papers to be handeil in, signed by two 
electors. I believe it has been said that somebody had 
to nominate himself as he wa.; unable to get an elee- 
tor to nominate him; bnt I do not think that that 
state of affairs mill arise to-day. Nomination 11-ill be 
made a comparatire1:- easy matter by harinp two 
electors as the necessary nwnber to sign the form. As 
the law stands to-clay, you have to be present and 
declare that -on hare the clualificatiol~ to be a mem- 
ber of the Assemb1~-; to-day pon only have to stancl 
np and ererpbodv sees that yon have the qualifica- 
tion, that is, you are over 21 years of age. I n  my ex- 
perience several people swore that they were mork- 
ing for $80 a month, when, in some cases, that was 
i-nlapinary. "Provision is also made for the adjonrn- 
ment of the election in cases of emergency," and all 
honourable inembers mill agree with that. 

I t  is fiwther set out in the "Objects allcl Reas- 
ons" that "the expenses incnrred in the election 
which were prerionslv borne by the various local 
government bodies will be borne by the Central Gov- 
ernment and the duties of Parochial Treasurer in 
relation to sach an election are transferred to the 
Bnpervisor of Elections. " The honourable senior 
member for Christ Church smiles but t h d  smile 
might be an ominous one. "The opportullity has aJso 
been taken to insert prooisio~is intended to ensure 
orderly concluct throughout the electiolls bv the clos- 
Ynng of liquor shops:" there will not be any distribu- 
tion of "J & R" and so on. The prohibition of the 
use of loudspeakers, banners. flags, favours and 

mnds of music is only an extensioii of the present 
aw. It is really illegal for any voter a t  election 
inle to weal- anything to show that he is on the right 
ide; i t  is illegal, for installee, for you to -wear a 
uarigold to show that you belong to the Electors' 
\ssociation. The assembling of crowds within 100 
. a d s  of any polling station is also prohibited; I be- 
ieve that some honourable member will propose that 
hat distance be extencled. I think that all honourable 
nenibers ~vill  agree that the old-time method of votinq 
sas going back to the Victorian da,ys; I think the 
  on our able junior member for St. Andrew mill bear 
ae out in saying that the amount of canvassing done 

the side of the Returning Officer is tremendous 
mcl that should be stopped. Provision is aiso 
made for prohibiting any attempt on polling day at  
mfluencing any person to vote for  any particular 
m~didate ,  and for preventing the interruption of any 
p~~bl ic  meeting called for the purpose of promoting 
the election of a candidate. I t  is the normal prac- 
tice of the Oppositioii to t ry to interrupt the meet. 
a g s  of the Government (Langhter) but they may 
have seen their error. 

The nest point made in this recital of 
.he "Objects ancl Reasons" will appeal to hon. 
mrable members as being not merely essential, 
311t an excellent thing. " I t  is an offence to make or 
sublish any false statement in relation to the per- 
;onal character of a candidate." We can say quite 
iollestly that there is more decency and fairplay and 
i greater attempt a t  doing things in  the right way 
n Barbados than in most of the other Caribbean 
,erritories; but, on the other hand, unfortunately, 
'rom time to time there have been exceptions to that 
general rule, and you c10 get people occasionally mak- 
ing false statements abont candidates, which mar the 
comparative decency when elections are conducted in 
this islancl. I t  is a pity that in  recent years-it was 
a Victorian practice-slanderous references have 
been niacle to persons, in their private lives and so 
on, i t  is therefore easentiaJ, no matter how decent a 
commmlity may be, to legislate against those mem- 
bers of the community who might be inclined to de- 
part from what is fair and decent and honest. The 
Goveriment consider that we should put  in a Clause 
nlaliing i t  an offence for any person to make any 
false statement against the character of a candidate. 
The emphasis is on the word "false7'; if you suggest, 
for instance, that the honourable jnnior member for  
St. George is always at Church and therefore he is 
too ecclesiastical to be a good politician, that is a false 
j.taten~ent ancl i t  is therefore an offence. Finally, the 
"Objects and Reasons" set out that "Provision is 
also made whereby employers must allow employees 
at least one hour to vote ancl no deduction shall be 
made from wages in respect of the time taken accord- 
ingly. 1 hope that honourable members on my left 
will sce that that is a reasonable provision to make 
ancl that all employers will accede to it. Some em- 
ployers tell their enlployees : "You leave me here to 
go and vote for Mr. So ancl So"; however, employee3 
shonld have an hour free to vote for  any candidate. 
1 hope that honourable members on my left will say 
in public that employees must be allowed a t  least one 
hour to vote and no deduction shall be made from 
their wages in respect of that period of time; be- 
cause if they do not say it, other persons who are less 
inclined to obey the law than those honourable mem- 
bers may not allow their employees that hour, or they 
may tell the employees: "If you leave, you will lose 
your wages for  that time." 

I f  we do not finish this Bill today, possibly I 
may be able to circulate to honourable members R 
provision which the Government may deem it neces- 
sary to insert in this Bill- a provision which exists 



in  Jamaica, Great Britain and in  most countries 
which are up  to date with their parliamentary law. 
I t  is a provision as to the total amount of expendi- 
ture which should be incurred in respect of an elec- 
tion. If a man has to spend $10,000 on his election, 
then that election is not free; if he is in a position to 
pay canvassers so much money, if he can afford to be 
generous to the electorate, then that election is not 
free. I t  is true that when elections are coming on, 
certain people buy sweepstake tickets for their em- 
ployees; it is also true that some people buy  noto or 
lorries which they purport to lend to some of their 
friends; but if we are having a democratic election 
certain expenses are inevitable. You are perfectly 
entitled to publish pamphlets or send letters to the 
electorate, and spend money to that effect; but how 
can there be in a denlocratic community a fair elec- 
tlon if i t  is possible for 311.. "A" with an  ~mlimited 
amount of money, to spend $10,000 on an election 
and Mr. "B" is unable to spend 10,000 cents? UThile 
we arc discussing this Bill I hope to have printed a 
new Clause providing for the amount of money which 
a person might be allowed to spend on his election. 
The Jamaica lam- h% quite a nuniber of Clauses 
dealing mith this question; as far  as I remember, the 
Unitecl Iiingdom law is equally full and it might be 
cecessary for me to haw new Clauses printed and 
circulated before we finally pass this Bill. With 
those preliminary remarks, Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
pave that this Bill be now read a second time. 
" "Messrs. CRAWFORD a.nd MOTTLEY entered the 
House and took thpir seats while Xr .  ADAXS 

- ~ r r  LEWIS : Mr. f3pcalrer,-I haw much pleas- 
ure in seconding the motion for the second reading 
of this Bill, and there are one or two point,s which I 
aould like to make. I feel that with the qualification 
for voters and candidates being merely that they are 
of 'the full age of 21 years, they should only be 
called upon to swear to their qualifications if they 
are required by some elector to c10 so. Otherwise 
I do not see the necessity for a man with grey hair 
to declare that he is of the full age of 21 ?-ears 
merely to satisfy the law. If somebody qnestions 
your qualification, then you should swear to i t  as a 
rsafeguarcl. The next point is this: I think i t  is 
unfortunate that this Bill had to be got ready in 
time for the end of this month so that the Elections 
might be held before the close of the present year, 
because we might fincl i t  difficult in this, hurry to 
insert the Clauses deading with the election expenses 
of candidates. That is a most essential thing in  this 
colony; if you give every person of the full age of 
21 years the right to vote and yon allox- people 1~110 

have money to go around and corrupt roters by 
oFfering them any amount of money that suits these 
people to give for votes, I thillli that that would be 
a very unfortunate thing in a thickly popnlated 
place like Barbados. Only today we hare been 
asked by the Other Place to confer with them to see 
what can be done about this qaestion of over~popula- 
tiog; but a s  the honourable senior member for St.  

pb has said, you cannot say that you haye a free 
- e k t i o n  if i t  is possible for people to bnp the rights 

of voters from them, especiadly mith the Election 
being near Christmas, and add that on to their 
election expenses, if the people who hare the money 
feel it is beneficial to do so, and that not being a p i u r 4  
the law. In other places near to Barbados the elec- 
tion expenses of a candidate are published; after 
the election the candidate's expenses are examined, 
an  elector can scrutinise the election expenses of a 
candidate and proba,bly help the Gorernment. in as- 
certaining whether the law has been contravened or 

uot. I t  is regrettable that no provision has been made 
for such a thing in this colony and especially a t  this 
particular time. 

I n  looking through this Bill quite casually, I 
find that there is nothing to compel the. 
Supervisor of Elections or Sheriffs or  Returning 
Officers to conduct the counting of the votes i n  a 
particnlar way. I n  the constituency which I have 
had the honour to represent for the past number of 
election*, the caiiclidates and their agents have been 
allowcl to see the front and the back of the ballot 
papers as they are  taken from the ballot box. By that 
system, 1 can assure you that the utmost satisfaction 
is given; but I understand that in  some of the con- 
stituencies in the country, that is not the case. The 
sherifs sew1 to think that the elections are theirs 
and I think that some provision should be made in 
this Bill to allow these people to see that the elec- 
tic,ns are not theirs. As soon as we find that there 
are people who will not do what is just and right if 
you do not coinpel them to do it, 1 think i t  is a mis- 
take, after the experience which some candidates 
have had, for this Bill not to set out the method to 
be aclopted in  counting the votes, so that these peo- 
ple mill know that that is the method by which we 
expect the votes t o  he counted, and that candidates 
or their agcnts will be allowed to see both the front 
and the back of the ballot papers. That lends an  air 
of satisfaction to the whole proceedings, which any 
person who has been appointed as Sheriff and R.e- 
turning Officer should be very glad to have, and if I 
vere in that position that is the sort of thing for  

The nesi point k ~ i o u l d  like to  make is this: i t  
~ ~ o n l c l  be a good idea if at  least one of the methods 
aciopted in Trinidad were to be adopted here, and 
that is that the Police are allowed to x~ote about two 
d a ~ s  before the populace. After the Police have got 
thrcjugh with their voting in their Stations then 
they coultl assist in ke-ping order at  the polling 
stations. I am wondering if the absence of such a 
pro~ision wonltl prevent us from having either the 
votes of the Police or the protection of the Police. 
Ho~veve~,  I have no doubt that the Government has 
t a l r~n  care to see that if policemen are not available, 
cther people will be available because, undoubtedky, 
you will have a certain amount of the old beiug car- 
ried over into the nev. I think that the Police 
j l lo~ld be free to render every assistance and that 
h e y  should be giren some lectures on the provisions 
of this Bill and any regulation which may follow. 

I think the wggestion that liquor shops should 
be closed is a good one. I have made that s~~ggest ion 
myself in connection n-ith elections in the past;  but 
I must sav thak 1 do not regard i t  as being so essential 
in this colony a s  i t  is in others. It is said that in Bar- 
bados at  every other house or building there is a nun 
shop and in spite of that, the number of people whom 
you find intoxicated in  the street is infinitesimal; 
that is really due to the good sense of the vast 
majority of Barbadians. They should either not 
drink at  all, or if they drink let them drink and be 
sober. 

Ih looking through this Bill you will find that 
for c~mmitt ing offences there are some fines which 
I ~ ~ o n l c l  make a little greater. There is one offence 
relative to candidates, which, in my humble opinion, 
the option of a fine should not be put  in  the law: 
however, that is something that will be dealt with 
when me are in Committee. I have no desire to delay 
the passing of this Bill linowing the urgency of it, 
and therefore with those few observations I beg to 
second the motion of the honourable senior mezber 
for  St. Joseph. 
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Nr.  JIOTTLEY: l was not here i n  tiine to hear 
the opening reinarks of the honourable Leader of 
the Ilonse, but l ~mderstancl that he inerely read 
the "Objects and Beasons" of the Bill. l also un- 
derstand that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
lnaclc a statement to the effect that some of the mem- 
bers on this side of the Table did not receive copies 
of tbis Bill until yesterda3. I stand here to verify 
that  s ta ten~ent ;  l have jubt nlade that  statement to 
the Deputy Leader of the House. I am in  a position 
to say that a copy of this Bill was taken to niy oBce 
yesterclay ancl l got it in the afternoon; tha t  is a 
stateilleiit of fact. As a matter of fact,, I had been 
looking for this Bill for sonie time now, because I 
actually hinted to the Deputy Leader of the House, 
who 1 thought would have been in  charge of the Bill 
that l thonght it ~voulci be :ibsolutely necessary to 
get through with the Bill as ~ o o n  as possible in view 
of the elections taking place later in  the year ;  there- 
fore l strongl\- support the reillarks of the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition. I understand further 
that the howurable L~acler  of the Honse suggested 
that xhile he \vantetl to begm consideration of this 
Eill  today, therc. is no intt3ntion of trying to rush i t  
through this afternoon. 

As the hononrable member said, this Bill is of 
great iinportancr to this island and l think 1 nrn 
speaking for c>vrry member of the Opposition n - h ~ n  
1 say that we are entirely in  agreement x i t h  the prin- 
ciple of the Bill. However, because you are  entirely 
in  agreenirnt. v i th  the principle of a Bill, it does not 
neeessaril- mean 
of going into the 
ing an)-thing mhicah lllight not p p e a r  to be worirable 
i n  keeping \Tit11 local conditions. Hence we arc sup- 
porting the principle of this Bill this afternoon and 
1 take i t  that we will go into Coinmittee in  dne conrse 
and later in  the afternoon we nil1 ask for a postpone- 
ment of the consiclerati~li of the Bill so that we nil1 
be able to go w r y  carefully into i t  and bring fonvard 
any suggestions which we may have to bring f o n ~  ard. 
Some honourable members might have had this Eill 
i n  their possession for about three or four days, and if 
thpy have had the opportunity of p.oing through it, 
that  is all well and good; bu t  honourable members 
will agree with nie that  the Governineiit inembers are 
always iu the happy positioll of l ino~ring more a5out 
a Bill and seeing i t  long before even their bac1rbenc.h- 
ers see or know abont it. They are therefore in  a 
position to know IT-hat is in  thc Bill, bu t  i n  keeping 
with the princ2iple of democracy, we, as the O-pposi- 
tion, are  entitled to offer our suggestions and criti- 
cisms and if necessary secure amendments. 

I have listened to the honourable members who 
moved and seconded the second reading of this Rill 
respectively, and from v h a t  they have said, I observe 
that  there is some provision made in  the Bill to re- 
strain the foul-mouthed, illiterate type of candidate 
who rannot get on a platform and make any Billd of 
speech without abusing people. I wondered ~vhether 
the honoura'ble Leader of the Honse when h@ Iyas 
spealiiiig did not think of the difficult positioll in  
which hp wonld be putting some of his 01~11 candi- 
dates. Every decent-minded person must ~ ~ e l c o m -  the 
provision mhich has been made in  this Bill for the 
protection of people who must offer themselves as  can- 
didates and who. b p  breeding, traininr,  scholarship 
or otherwise. cannot bring themselres donrn illto the 
gutter with others who feel that they have their ollly 
opportunity to rise unnecessarily, a t  times wicliedly, 
and not only say ill-bred things about prospective 
c*andidatw, 'but also about their families. T sec tllat 
there is in this Rill a Clanse which only refprs to a 

person saying unkind, untrue or derogatory things 
abont candidates but  I wish it could be carried furth- 
er  and inc4lude those who would willingly get u p  i n  
public and violate people's families who, in  100% 
of the cases, are innocent and who are not even iuter- 
estecl in what is  being discussed. We agree with the 
principle of the  Bill bu t  we feel tha t  there are n lot 
of things mhich should be amended; there are cer- 
tain provisions mhich should be made stronger, not 
oulY for the protection of candidates bu t  also for 
the protection of their families. There are some peo- 
ple ~ ~ - h o  are so wild that they cannot even nnderstand 
ml tu re  even if they see it m i t t e n  i n  letters as big 
as  Lord Selson's Statue; the only way in which they 
can say anything on a public platform to conrince 
people is to indulge in  billingsgate-filth, mud ancl 
inirr. I hope that the passing of this Bill x-ill make 
some people speak politics which the people mant to 
hear. 

There is i n  this Bill a section to which my col- 
league referred-that section i n  respect of the closing 
don-n of liquor shops. I believe I am standing alone 
i n  m y  P a r t y  on this question, bu t  I am letting i t  be  
lrnown that I am not voting for  that section, even a t  
tlir risk of opponents and detractors saying that 
I mant to get people drunk. If yon attempt to close 
don-n liquor shops on polling day, you ~ v i l l  close clo~vn 
90% of the prorision shops, because these shops a re  
partly provision shops and  liquor shops. Why 
shonld we, as twenty-four sane men, pass a sectioll 
mhich we 1i l l01~ cannot work? JT7e call sav that  the 

can opened liquor There 
are some experienced members of this House ~ ~ h o  mill 
1na1w their contribution to this debate. I ~ v a n t  to say 
that I have had as niuch experience in  campaigxing 
as any other member i n  this IIouse ancl it is not true 
to say that the only way i n  which you can xtfin the  
favour of the electorate is by offering people rmi*. I 
ask honourable members to think for  a little; little do 
people know how often they insult the electorate of 
this colony by suggesting that  the only Tvay in  ~vhich 
people of a certain type can secure election is by oder- 
ing the electorate ruin. There are hnnclreds of pcople 
in this colony ~ h o ,  on any day to mhich t h e -  have 
been looking forward as  not being a working day, 
will pull their own pockets and drink a grog; that is 
a statement of fact. I have had the opportunity of 
seeing elections conducted i n  erery parish of this 
island; I hare heard members of this I I o u s ~  inalre 
sweeping statements, bu t  I ask a lot of thein to exam- 
ine their election alld see whether i t  is not a fact that, 
a t  times, they had a drink with somebody knowing 
well that they were not buying any  rote. JYP are 
supposed to have the highest standard of literacy ill 
the West Indies and if in  this 20th century with our  
standard of literacy, me were to pass i n  this Eill a 
section prohibiting the sale of liquor on election day, 
all  that will mean is that  the man in  the street mill 
not be a'ble to get a drink, bu t  liquor will be available 
a t  the hotels and the clubs. My colleague says that  
they are prohibited from selling liquor; but  imagine 
pour prohibiting the sale of liquor a t  the Bquatic 
Club ! The Commissioner of Police will station two 
policemen in  Baxters Road. but  not a t  the Marine 
Hotel. On the other hand, let  us  see the position in 
this way; on election day no person who holds a 
licence can sell or even g h e  away linuor. We must 
take these sections as  thop a p p h  to Barbados: .&at 
about the night before election day &en liquor shops 
are open and there is as much liquor flowin: ahont 
as possible? The honourable junior member for St. 
Joseph is paying rap t  attention to this matter because 



i t  must affect his business; however the considerati~il 
of this particular section dealing with the closing oi 
hquor shops on polling day is one which shoulu be 
postponed this afternoon. 

As to the provision that all enlployers should 
give an hour to their employees to vote, 1 pledge that 
~ o t  only mill this Party support that provision in this 
House but we will go on any platform in this 
island and we will ask people of the employing class 
to allow their employees an hour to vote. 'lhat is 
democracy. I will tell members of the Governnient 
lest they forget that only three years ago when nieu 
looked officers and members of the Union in the face 
and told them " T e  will go and vote for Mottley" 
they were dismissed and told "You cannot join this 
Un~on." As I have said, we will go on every plat- 
form and say that i t  is the duty of every employer to 
give his employees time to vote; i t  is your duty to 
see that your employees are given time to vote, and 
the voting might take longer than an hour. 1 am 
asking the honourable leader of the House to see that 
it might take longer than an hour for employees to 
vote and we are prepared to support the granting of 
inore than an hour for this purpose. We hare abso- 
lutely no fear;  why should we fear? I n  spite of the 
intimidation and dismissal of people, I align myself 
with the honourable senior member for St. Joseph. 
If ilt can be proved that any employer dismissed pcople 
because they had to go to vote, that is vhere I would 
say that he shonld be locked up. There are a lot of 
people who mill not allow employees an hour to vote 
if they say that they will vote for Mottley or God- 
dard;  there are those on that side of the Table who 
rsould want to gire those employees a dose of arsenic. 
Ab I have already said, we support the principle of 
this Bill ancl we hope that when its consideration is 
postponed we \sill be able to come back and offer hug- 
pestions or amendments with which the honourable 
senior meniber for St. Joseph will agree. 1 do not 
thinlr that there is anything more l can say at  this 
stage: I will reserve further comments until we go into 
Co~nnlittee on the Bill. 

Nr.  HAYKES: I think that I should say a f e v  
words in connection with this Bill. Some time ago 
I asked this House to pass an Address asking that 
the expenses in connection with these elections be 
borne by the Central Go~rernment instead of the local 
government bodies, and I am glad to see that that is 
now proposed in this Bill. As regards the question 
of liquor shops being closed on polling day, the hon- 
onrable senior inemriber for the City seems to hare 
taken objection to that prorision, but I happencd to 
be in another country five months ago and yon ccluld 
not bny a pint of beer during polling hours. That is 
a day on which all voters should have their wits ahont 
them and should not be affected by the taking of 
liquor. 1 think the proposal to have liqnor shops 
closed on polling day is a most excellent one. I see 
that bands of music and so on cannot be used on 
polling day, bnt those are very harmless things and I 
do not know whether the honourable leader of the 
House will consider amending that particular Clause. 

Mr. GODDARD: I endorse the principle of 
this Bill. Like tlie honourable senior member for  thc 
City, I do not see the necessity for  having liquor shops 
dosed on p o n n g  day. (Hear, hear).  Under the old 
system wXen tKere was one voting centre in each 
parish, it might have been necessary to have liquor 
shops closed; but  now th>t you will have polling 
statluons all over the colony, I think we could do with. 
out the closing of liquor shops. I am glad to see thst 
the Government has taken the opportunity to 
implement the Address which was introduced bp the 

hoiiourable junior member for  St. Andrew asking 
that the expenees incurred in the holding 01 elections 
be borne by the Central Government instead of the 
Vestries. The expenses in  connection with the hol-W 
of elections place a oig burdeu on the Vestries anc! 
with the adcled expenses that burden would e ~ c u  DC 

greater in the forthconiiug elections. I am glad that 
the Government has implemented the Address 
brought forward by the honourable junior nieillber 
for St. dndrem. As the honourable benior member 
for St. Joseph has asked inembers on this side of the 
Table to say publicly that employers mill give their 
employees time to vote, I will say that now aqd upon 
any platform on which we might be standing. I can- 
not imagine that any employer mould not encourage 
hia employees to go and exercise his right to vote; I 
might say that a t  the last elections I actually gave 
a day off to people living in St. Peter. 1 know that 
any merchant in Bridgetomn will be willing to grant 
any time which is necessary for any employee to go 
and vote for any candidate he thinks fit. 

Mr. SMITH: I heartily welcome this Bill. I feel 
that a Rill of this sort should have been placed on the 
Statute Book long ago. As regards the closing of 
ljqnor shops on polling clay, I am sure that that 
provision will prevent a lot of robbery from some of 
the poor people who carry on liquor businesses. 1. 
know that at  the last elections a poor womaa's enti1.e 
stock was lost, because whereas I thought she was 
+elling her liquor, she never got a cent. I feel that 
n-e are doing justice to some of these people who 
carry on liquor businesses and Tve might be doing 
on injustice to some others; ho~wuer. I feel that 
11quor shops shonld be closed on polling day;  
that will not hurt because it is a lrnown faet that 
there arr some roters who will not otherwise get to the 
pollillg booths. They will take a f e ~  drinkr and 
they will not arrive ak the polling booths. I feel that 
an injustice will be clonc to candidates if w t -  
m cannot grt to the polling stations owing to 
the influence of liquor; there are some people who 
1 4 1  fight and instead of going to the polling booths 
they go to the Police Stations. We should do aii that 
lies i11 our power to safeguard a poor, _unfortunate 
?lector from drinking so much free rum on election 
day; if a particular candidate is out for gi~.in,rr. a 
'freeness", it should be given on the night before 

4ection clay. (Laughter). I see tha,t honourable mem- 
jers are laughing, but there is a very sgrious election 
-orning and we do not lrno~v what might be the out- 
>omc of it. I n  fairness to some honourable members 
I will say that we will have some very weak-kneed 
Tomes in this race and in  order to  strengthen them 
we shouIa pn t  onr feet down on the sale of mm on 
olling day. 

I thinlr i t  was the honourable junior member for  
he City who raised the point that candidates should 
~e allowed to see when the votes a re  being c~tllltsd, 
[ have been told that in some parishes the S%eriffs 
1vl1  the candidate.; very far  off: but I think that 
c+andidates shoulcl be allowed to remain rlpar enough 
a.; to see the conntinp of the voter SO a$ to just if^ 
themselves. There is in  this BiIl a Olause whereby 
a blind person will be able to take to the poll witli 
13,112 someone ~ h o  has been sworn to sccrecy, and 
~ ~ h o  will be able to cast his rote for him, but 
I do not see ally provision made in the case of 
n per5011 who can see but who cannot read or  
write; he should also be allowed to carry along 
with him a friend or  a member of hie 
family to vote for  him. I do not know if I will 
be able to move an amendment to that  effect, but I 
hope that some other honourable member will see: 
this matter in the same light as I have seen it and' 



and lllove the l~ecessary aniendllient as Soon as we 
get to the particular Clause of the Bill in Committee. 

feel that that is a necessary provision to be made. 
Mr. SLLDEIR : What impresses nze in  this Bill 

is that there appears to be some discrimination as 
regal-& the closing of clubs and that of liquor busi- 
nesses. I feel that if you are going to compel smadl 
traders to refrain fro111 doing business on polling day, 
you shonlil do it in snch a way that no one can say 
that you have forced the small traders to close their 
businesses, but you have not done anything as regards 
the Fig hotels. I notice that liquor businesses and clnbs 
are mentioned in respect of being closed on election 
day, but we all know that hotels are considered as 
being different from liquor shops or the average 
social club where liquor is sold at  times. l know o-I 
cases in which some wealthy candidaies invite electoa 
en masse to their seaside residences or elsewhere and 
treat them in the same manner as they mould bi 
treated at  liquor ?hops or eleswhere. The possibilit~ 
is still there for such wealthy candidates to invitt 
electors to the Crane Hotel or Sam (Lord's Castle 01 

the Marine Hotel and treat them in the same mannei 
as i t  would be done at  liquor shops. You are no 
preventing the big establishments from trading 01 

that day but you are prerenting the small traders 
f :om doing so. 

Another point to which I would like to refe 
is that which has been raised by the honourabll 
junior member for St. Joscgh ; it is the point ~ .c la t i \ -~  
to allowing persons to go to the polls along ~vith il 
literates and assist them in casting their rotes. 
cannot agree with that at all. What I Tyas hopill, 
was that, in such cases, symbols ~vould be nscd as ~r-a 
done in Trinidad and Jamaica. That ~vo111cl go , 
long may in assisting those ~ h o  canuot clistinguisI 
the nanies of the respective candidates. I hope tha 
when we go into Committee on this Bill, an alnend 
ment making provision for the use of symbols for th 
assistance of illiterates in casting their votes ~vill  b 
accepted. 

Xr. MIIJJCR: I am somewhat disappointet 
that a Bill of this sort was not passed before. T wa 
loolring forward to a Bill such as this for the pas 
few years of my life. I think the age has come whe~ 
every individual of the age o f 2 1  years shonld be en 
titled to vote. With regard to the question of the sal 
of liquor on polling day, I want to say that 1 happen 
ed to be in Trinidad at the time of the election.; i 
that colony and the sale of liquor on election day wa 
prohibited. There was no closing of  hops, but juc 
the use of a sign prohibiting the sale of l i q ~  or ; allnos 
any other article in the shops could be sold. I ~ o u l  
like to make it clear that the sale of liquor at  hote 
would be forbidden. There is a l s ~  the question ( 

policemen being in a position to suppress any cromi 
but I do not think that that would be necescarv j 

and compare it with similar coloiiial legislation. rb 
s the position i 4   no^\-, what T have been forced to do 
to reatl through the Bill very, very casually, listen 

1 t h ~  observations of other hononrable members and 
-4 

ken make a few remarks. TITe are more or less- 
Mr. ADBJIS : The przsent attitude of the Gov- 

-nment is that me should continue this debate up  to 
45 o'clock this afternool1 and then adjourn until 
liiir~day at 5 p.m. so that lionourable lnelnebrs of the 
Ixccutive Colillnittee can collie from the meeting of 
le Execntive Committee and continue with this Bill. 
rono~.rable members will therefore have time to con- 
der this Bill after today. 

Mr. CRAWF'ORI): l appreciate that, but if we 
3 into Coniinittee on the Rill this afternoon we shall 
ot be given the chance of commenting on i t  in gen- 
ral; we \\-ill only be able to comment on the various 
'lausrs. What I particularly have in  mincl is that 

mould have been better if we had more time to pay 
o the general principle of the Bill. All of us are 
greed that proper conduct of our elections is ab- 
ohtely esselztinl, but a t  the same time i t  does appear 
o niv :hat, in many respects, the proposals in this 

* 
till are unsatisfactory. To begin with, we are told k 

hat 14 days and not more than 21  days days shall 
apw between Somination Day and Election Day; 
ncl the only reason given for that sugg.estion is that r(g 

t TT-ill allow sufficient time for the prlnting of the 
F 

)allot papers and so on. That is not good enough; 
here is no financial principle underlying the sllgges- 
ion, there is no question of conserving the interesks of 
Lemocracg or of assisting in having the elections con- 
lucted in any better manner, and me know beforehand 
io~v many electors arg in the colony. We shall have 
L fairly good idea as to how many candidates there 
vill be before Solnination Day and T do not see ~ h y  
14 days should elapse between Xomination Day and 
3lection Day. All the facts of a person's Xomination 
>ay remarks mill haw been forgotten in three meeks, Jb 
nicl unless you have a lot of inoney to flood people 
,rith pamphlets after Nomination Day, where are you? 
If the Government could advance some justifiable 

a 
.easoa for having the space of three weeks between 
Vomination Day and Election Day, othcr than suggest- 
ing that the printers to the Governnient mill be unable 
to get sufficient equipment to expedite the handling 
of this matter, then we should be able to agree mith 
the proposal; but i t  s h o ~ l d  not be merely a question 
of the convenience of the printers. 

There are one or two other sections in this Bill, 
with which I do not agree. Tn section 32 it is set out d, 
that "IT-hen the poll is open upoil polling day, no per- 
sons shall assemble or congregate within one hundred 
yards of any building in  which is situate any polling 
station." I am s~bmit t ing  that that distance of 100 
yards from the polling station is too much. TJnless 
ron  have a lot of inoney to employ a body of can- 
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Barbados. I am happy to see that the &vermnent' ifid 
not find it necessary- to make provision for t h ~  of 
symbols in order to distinguish candidates, for solll~ 
people. Tt is depressing to find putting his 
m r k  against a cow or something like that, a t  the ~ ~ 1 -  
ling 'booth on election day. 1 think that lye, in Barba- 
dos, should be ver- happy that ~r-. ;p hare reachell the 
stage ~ ~ h e l - e  we do not havc to rote for qnnr s y m ~ o ~ :  
that sort of thing reflects l l ~ l l ~ i l l ~ ~ y  on a,ly c.oulltrg, T 
have one or tvo  s i ~ g g ~ ~ t i ~ ~ ~ ~  to make Tvhen illto 
Committee on this Bill and I hope that the r,ovem- 
ment will appreciate my feelille ill respect of those 
sugges~tions when the Bill reaches that &tee .  

Mr. CRAWPORD : 1 regret that the oppor- 
tunity has not been given us to have more than a day 
j11 which to read this Bill. 1, personally, should lige 
the opportunity to read the Bill a little more thorough- 
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vassers, you have to do a lot of your canvassing on 
Electioll n a y ;  a lot of us have had the experience of h 
going actually to the steps of the polling station to 
ask a person to give 3-0" a vcte. I am convinced that ' 
this section will penalise a candidate. There IS ~ S Q  

section 34 which says that "every person who. . . . . 
invites. combineq or caonspirer with another to act in  a 
disorderly mai~aer  with intent to prevent the transac- 
tion of the business of a public meeting called for the 

.I 

purpo" of promoting the election of a candidate as  a 
member to  serve in the General Assembly, shall be 
guilty of an illegal prmtice and shall on C0nviCtion by 
a Court of Summary Jurisdiction be liable to a fine 
of one thousand dollars or to imprisonment for one 
year. . ........" An election is not a Sunday Sohod 
mee$ing, and provided that no breach of the peace is 
committed, or any violence is done, there i~ no reason 
mhp, if a number of electors do not want to hear a 4 

b 

iB 



section 36 (1) s a p :  
"No persoil shd! clnring an election call to- 

gether, hold or a~1dri.s~ an?- electiol~ meeting in any 
public place unless notice of the intentioll to hold such 
meeting at such place has been girell not less thau 
tllree hours before the coniinerlcenleut of surh meet- 
ing to the OfRcer of Police in charge of the parish in 
xvhich such place is situated or to the Officer of Police 
ill charge of the Police Statian ilearest to F U C ~  place." 

It has been my experience that candidates uass 
alld hear other candiclattrs holding a meetinc allqi t k -  
eide, because those candidrtrl arr malring snionl~ded 
acmations against them, to go opposite and hold 
another meeting at  the same time. Does this SW- 

tion mean that if you pass Xile &- a Quarter a t  
7 o'clork and hear a r i ~ a l  cad ida t .  completel\- n k -  
interpreting your action in the House 011 any partie- 
ular Bill, you cannot voice one word against that? 
You must first give the Pollice three hours7 notice 
and by that time everybody will have gone home! 
At any tinw of the day or night, election or no 
electon. any person who preaches sedition or  incites 
the  disturbance of the peace, should be punished; if 
i t c a n  be proved that he preached treason or sedition 
or committed any criminal offence at  an election 
meeting whether or not the Police had notice of 
the meeting, he should be prosecuted; but i t  &XS 
appear to me to be putting an  undue and unnecesgaq 
imposition on candidates during election time in 

compelling them always to give three hours' notlce 
to tlie Police of any meeting which is to take p!:?ce. 
That sectmn of the Blll could not recelvt! my 
support 

There might be other points in  the Bill t6 
~ h i c h  one should take objection in  more detail later 
on, but just from the casual examination which I 
have given to the Bill, the points which 1 have made 
are some of the outstanding ones to which I regard 
it an obligation to express my opposition. I respec- 
fully auggest that nothing, so far, has been said iu 
hnpport of those points either by the introducer of the 
Bill or by tile seconcler, and one waits with a certain 
anio~mt of anticipation to hear the arguments -which 
ean be adduced by the proponents of those poihtk 
ancl of the Bill itself. 

Mr. DOWDINQ : Mr. Speaker,-It is unfor- 
tmlate that the return of the hohurable senior 
meniber fur St. Joseph, the Leader of the House, 
~l-toulcl herald the practice of taking the Order Paper 
3ut of its order, aiid the pushing of mtitters w'hich 
honourable niembers on this side of the table have 
ilot had the tinle to study and acquire proper know- 
ledge about. 1 myself consider, as  the honourablh 
mnor ~ n e m h ~ r  for St. Joseph has said, that this Bill 
s not only important, but i t  is the most important 
3irw of legislation that has come before this House 
or inany a clay. I t  is not statesmanlike for members 
~f this side of the House to be given absolutely no 
~pportnnit?- to study such an  important measure, 
y~ rc i a l1~-  when we lino\\? i t  is the habit of those 
rhose job i t  is to copy these laws verbatim from the 

l a m  of other countries to include in many caaes 
scctiolla that are not applicable to Barbados. I 
regret wq- much that this is happening to-day. 
I sincere1~- hope that the honourable senior mem- 
ber f o r  S t .  Joseph will fix the Order Paper every 
Tuesday so that we vill  not 'be called upon to deal with 
iinportaut legislation completely out of its order. I t  
ib not proper. ancl parliamentary conduct on the part  
of the Glorerlzment. I have spoken on this matter 
c,\ er and over agaln, and I will continue to speak on 
it as long as I hare a voice in ithese matters. I t  is 
u~it'aii-, and hhom an nnstatesmanlilre lack of re- 
sponaibility. I t  is in the realms of impossibility fop 
any hoaonrable member to have see4 this bill for  the 
first tinle at 6 o'clock yesterday evening, and to come 
1ic.r~ tod~a>- and apply any sensible arguments in the 
tiebate on it. Now, Sir, from the few remarks that I 
l i a ~  P lwarcl, and having been placed in this anenvi- 
al i l t x  position. I ~vill  try to add something to the 
&bate. ~ ~ h i c h  so fa7 in my opinion has 'been lament- 
ablr orv in~ to the fact that i t  was obvionsly not pre- 
paretl. The only reason that we have been giveh 
W far  for tlie introdnctibn of this Bill is that i t  #has' 
been done in other West Indian I s h d s .  I want a 
lot rnorr 1-eaioning than that. w e  have b ~ e n  holding 
the iiorwy in this island for handreds of years. , @e 
hare now clwitled that our people are ripe fop kdylt4 
Snffrage ; but on the otZfer htmd we havg decidba' tfiert' 
they are not ripe to shoulder such srhall cipiq respon- 
{ihilities as refusing to awe t a drinlr if it'is'offeked 
to them. Well, sip, as the onourrlblA junior mem'be hp 
for St. Joseph said, there ark mahy mhb 
kneed: but if as  mr himourable colleague h 
is uhnecessaf-y to have sikns like a cow, a"" 3 
for ouk people to put their dufrks against b 
have passed that stage, then surely i t  is unybepsary 
to compel a man not to have a drink on Electlob fl;a$. 
I think that point needs consideration. Because it 
is done in  America, Trinidad or anywhere else, must . 
it be done in Barbados? As far  as I know it is nbit 
done in Endand  - not that I ,am holding that np arr 



a criterion. Let us hare some reason why these thing5 
haye been placed before us today. h o t h e r  thing E 

this: You are going to close all shops, clubs etc.. as 
fa r  as selling, liqnor is concerned on Election Day. 
But l haTre not had the time to look through the B111 
ancl sc.e how long Election Day is. I do not l i l~o~>  if 
i t  is 24 hours, because you may change it ancl make 
i t  38 honrs. If those places are going to be clo~ed 011 
that clay, and not on the night before, h o ~ ~  casj- nodcl 
i t  be for Ine, o r  ally candiclatr to pn~chase all the ncces- 
sary liquor and takr it home. T hare see11 no pro- 
vision for  that. What is the use of making a la\t 
Ir.hich can he so easily broken. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPE'MER: The section saxc 
that liquor nlust not be sold or given away. 

Xr.  DOWDING: I am glad that you have 
brought i t  to my attention sir. It says: "NO in- 
toxicating liquor shall be sold, offered for sale or 

a%jray on any premises to which a license is 
lswed under the Liquor Lic_ense Act." Well, sir, 
my house or any candidate's house would not be 
licensed under the Liquor License Act. I must 
apologise, sir, if a provision for i t  is there; but  1 
have not had the time to study the Bill, and I am 
only bringing out these points for the purplnse of 
debate. However, i t  does seem a bit unnecessary to 
1:le to put in that section in order to prevellt people 
from being offered rum. As f a r  as I know, sir there is 

rum or already a law to prevent a candidate offerin, 
any other article. I personally cannot see how this see- 
tion in this Bill mill help the situation. There ara 
sonie things in this Bill for which one must feel that 
there is something to be said. Fbr example, thew 
is a, section which I have just read through and 
which I entirel5- agree with, although I hope that 
I shall never reach the stage where I or anyone 
whom I motdd vote for would_have to madign in  a n y  
way the family of any candidate or the candidate 
himself. But tha't is not in  my opinion the mos! 
~mportant  point. The most important point fo r  
which I would have liked to see some provision, is 
a jail sentence for those who get on platforms and 
preach racial hatred in this beautifnl island. Some 
people may ~ e 1 1  laugh. Perhaps that hits their 
conscience. There is another thing with which I am 
1n entire agreement. Z have practised i t  in  the past 
with my en~ployees, and I intend to practise i t  in 
the future, and I will preach i t  on every platform 
in this island. I am referring to the right of ever? 
employee to be given time off to be able to cast his 
vote for t,he candidate of his choice. That is some- 
thing which in  my opinion is due to every employee 
by every employer, and I make no bones about say- 
ing i t  here. I have spoken, sir, on the face of what 
I have seen here, not having been allowed to give 
the Bill any particular study. I hope, sir, that 1 
haxe added something to the debate. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I want to tell the 
last honourable member who spoke that i t  appeara 
that I have misled him as regards the giving away 
of liqnor a t  private premises. 1 think that that 
will be treated under other legislation d e a h g  with 
undue influence. 

Mr. E, K. WALCOTT: Xr. Deputy Speaker- 
The honourabIe senior member for St. Joseph says 
that he hopes we on tEs side of the House wtill en- 
&h-~e the statement ma& a s  regards employers giving 
emplo~ees a chance to vote. I think that it would 
?M monstrous if m y  employer, f a r  from preventing 

empbyee from casting his rote, did not assist 
to haye t h t  chance. T do not think that qacll 
ng m d d  happen in these days. Apart from the 

moralb'  of the thing. 'I think the ~mployer, b!- hin- 
derina an employee in that n y ,  wmld be nctni-illv 

n~ur l i lg  the person he himself ~ m n t e d  to vote for. 
,111 hour should be enough tnne in which a mall 
:ould cast his vote, ebpeclallp mith the polling sta- 
tloils a. they will be non. I a n  going to suggest that 
ne ollly speak on the second readrng of this 6111, i t ~ d  
approve the Bill in  princaiple. l11 this case the p m -  
c~ple of the Bill does not apply to the rarions pro- 
vlsioils section by section. As you haye heard, sir, 
there will be some amendments. 1 think that what 
\t-e all agree to is that some such Bill as this should 
be passed {as soon as possible. If we had had an 
opportunity of studying i t  a little earlier - i t  was 
denied us for various reasons - Tie might have beeu 
able to shorten this debate. As far as some of tile 
scwtions of the Bill are concerned, l more than ~cel- 
come them. When I look a t  Clause 25 dealing with 
the lnaking of slanderous stiatements etc. and see 
what my opponents have done, I wonder if i t  is a 
case of their sins coming home to roost, and t h ~ i r  
11 antiug to see that those sins do not rebound on them. 
At  any rate, i t  is welcome. Responsibility is nn- 
douFtedly taking its due place in the community, and 
with that responsibility should come the enforcement 
of conducting elections in the ryay in which they 
should be conducted. On the other hand Z 11-odd 
like Ito suggest to the honourable member in charge 
of the Bill - most likely he has noticed i t  - that in 
some cases the sections do not cover the alleged of- 
fences sufficiently. If that is so, perhaps he will him- 
self look into that. For example, the sections dwling 
with liquour and bribery do not seem to be full 
enough, and also the one dealing with the giving of 
notices of meetings. No duty is laid on anyone to 
give this notice of the intention to hold a meeting. 
I t  is a small matter, and I am merely mentioning it. 
I hope that those members who have in mind amend- 
ments or objections to certain sections mill come here 
 hen the sections are being dealt mith, and repeat 
their argmnents and give us good reasons for their 
v i ew;  becaure 012 the second reading of a Bill we 
cannot help or hinder them as long as the Chair al- 
lows them to comment on any particular section or 
sections. 1 hare often found that after a certain 
amount of talk on the principle of a Bill, some 11011- 
onrable members will absent theniselves, and as s 
result some particular section which could be amend- 
ed is not dealt mith. No one will claim that a Bill is 
so perfect that i t  cannot be amended as you go through 
it. There is a point about having ,a liqnor licence. 
Now Section 28 makes i t  an offence to give a drink 
for the purpose of influencing an election. I t  seems 
strange that you s h o ~ l d  pick out the giving of a drink 
and not the giving of ham cutters. You are picking 
on one thing and not on the other. But  that is only 
by the way. We will be able to discuss the BiIl more 
thoroughly when we deal with it section by section. 
I heartily support it. 1 do not find anything to com- 
plain about except that I do think that the sections 
could be made tighter here and there. CFn the whole' 
it is a good Bill. 

Xr.  ADAMS : Mr. Deputy Speaker-I mnst 
thank the last honourable member for  speaking as h e  
has abont the Bill. I agree that there are sections 
which could be made tighter, not that that is any 
rriticism of the Attorney General. I did not hare an 
opportunity of reading the Bill until 9 01- 10 O ' C I O C ~  
last night. and i t  did appear to me that some sectionfi 
might 'be strenghened here and there. This Rill is 
:i. necessarF- one. S o  one can agree with e v r y  mwi- 
hle suggestion. JIy coIleapne will move an amendmrl~i 
hecause he feels that 100 yards from the pollinn sta- 
tion is too near. just as the honourable member for 
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St.  Philip thinks that i t  is too far. It is rather a 
nuisance having to canvas people on the door steps, 
and many of us will feel relieved that we cannot do 
&. .Where bands are concerned, there are bands and 
bands. The hononrable senior member for S t .  
George believes in steel bands. I think they are an  
abomination. Different men, differeilt minds. The 
thing that really brought me to my feet was to say 
that this is perhaps the first time that I have heard 
the honourable senior member for Christ Church 
for purely party purposes-he may not have definite- 
ly  intended it-make the mistake of thinking that 
the Government was waiting on the honourable senior 
member for St. Andrew for a lead on any- 
.thing. ?Vhen the latter honourable member tabled 
an Address to the effect that the Central Govern- 
ment should undertake the expenses of the Elections 
and not the Vestry, I tried to stop him, and told 
him that the Government %ad already decided on 
that, and he should not waste time. Bnt i t  was just 
like the case of the honourable senior member for 
the City 'and the Milton King Address. To some hoii- 
ourdble members i t  does not inatter if you sax that 
the Gorernment is doing a thing ; theJ- will still table 
an Address asking that i t  be done so that it may ap- 
pear in  the newspapers. Eren  if the Electors' d s -  
sociation were in power they shonlcl have enough in- 
telligence to knon- that the Election Expenses should 
nonT be borne by the Central Government. There 
is nothing really to reply on, but there will be differ- 
ences of opinion on this and that. I do not think 
that any point has been made against the principk 
of the Bill, and I do not think that so serious a point 
has been made against any particular section that we 
cannot get an  agreement on it. There are possible 
omissions, especiall>- in  coniiectioll ~ i t h  the question 
of candidates' expenses. .That has got to be m-orlied 
in. If after consulting mith the other members of the 
Execntive Committee it is considered appropriate t9 
put  in the four or five sections dealing mith the matter, 
I will t ry  to  haw cpclo-styled eopies in the hands of 
hononrable members by to-morrow afternoon. These 
sections will p ro~ ide  for  how much per head of voters 
a candidate is allolred to spend. I n  the .Jamaica 
'1;egislation no Pxqenw map he incurred in relation- 

ship to the candidature of aay persor 
S500. The sections will also deal wit 
may arise as corrolaries or personal lix 
of a candidate during the election period 
may have to go and live a t  Bathsheba flor t h t  , 
of running an  election in St. Joseph. The ques. 
to be dealt with is whether he can put  i n  hotel b i b  
as part of his expenses or whether he must exclude 
those bills. Anyone who gives away anything for the 
purpose of influencing a voter to vote for  any par- 
ticular candidate commits an offence. That also ap- 
plies to the people who give away jobs. The giving 
of jobs is one of the greatest means of bribery. It 
does not apply to people who give lunches for their 
constituents; not that you can give lunches 'or din- 
ners for them every Sunday. Even gifts of fowls, 
turkeys etc. if for the purpose of influencing a voter 
is bribery, and so is the giving of free legal or medical 
advice. There is nothing more that I can say a t  this 
stage. I will move the adjournment of this debate 
and then the adjournment of the House. 

The question that the Bill be read a second time 
was put to the House and agreed to m m .  con. 

ITr. ADAMS: Xr. Deputy Speaker,- I am mak- 
ing this Bill the first Order of the Day at  the next 
meeting. 

AD JOURNRDENT 

Xr. ADASIS: I beg to mlove that the Home do 
now adjourn until Thursday next at  5.30 p.m. 

Dr. CU?rIMINS : I beg to second that. 
Mr. D E P T : ~  SPEAKER adjourned the House ac- 

cerdingly. 

ERRATUM 

In  Debates of Tnesdap, 19th June, 1951, on page 
891, Column 1, linp 21, from bottom, please read 
"MR. SIXPP: Nr. Chairman,-I do not think" 
e tc . .  ~ t t .  in place of ''MR. LETVTS : 9Ir. Chairman, 
-I do not think" etc.. etc. 




