
JULY 26, 1951 939 
-- -- P 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

- -- 

SESSION 1950-51 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Thwrsdq, 26th J d y ,  1951. 
Pursuant to adjournmenti, the House of &m- 

b y  met a t  5.30 o'clock p.m. today. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. I<. K. R. HUSBANDS, (Xpeakerj ,  
Mr. L. E. SMITII (Chairman of Corrtnzittees), D r .  
H. G. H. CUMMINS, XD. ,  C.M., Messrs. G. H. ADAMS, 
B.A., M. E .  Cox, F.E. MILLER, E. K. WILLCOTT, 
K.C., W. W .  REECE, K . C . ,  J .  A .  HAYNES, B.A. ,  
L. E .  R. GILL and F .  C .  GODDARD. 

Prayers were read. 
Mr. LEWIS entered the House and took his *at. 

MINUTES 

M i .  SPEAKER:  I have the honour to inform 
the House that the Minutes of the last meeting are not 
ready for  contirmation. 

REPRESENTATION O F  THE PEOPLE 
(MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) 

BILL, 1951 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The first Order of the Day 
stands in  the name of the honourable senior member 
for S-t. Joseph :-To move the House into Committee 
on the Bill intituled an Act to make provision for 
the direction and supervision of the election of 
members to serve' in the General Assembly of this 
Island, the precedure a t  such elections, the expensee 
a t  such elections and for other purposes in  connecc 
tion therewith. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Your Honour 
do now leave the Chair and the House go into Com- 
mittee on the Bill. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went 
into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH being in the - 
Chair. 

Mr. MOTTLEY came into the Committee .nd took 
his seat. 

Clauses 1 to 9 i n W v e  were read and passed. 
Clause 10 wae read. 
Mr. ADlAXS: I bw to move that Clause 10 

stand part of the Bill. 
Dr. CUMMINS: I beg to second that. 

S 

Mr. LEWIX: Sub-clause (l) stata: 
"Nothwithstanding anything contained in  the 

Representation of the People Act, 1901, or  any 
~ t h e r  Act for the purposes of every general election 
~f members of the General Assembly of this Island, 
and for the purposes of the election of a member or 
members to supply any vacsancy caused by death, 
resignation or otherwise, the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee shall issue writs under the Public Seal of 
the Island, addressed to the returning officers of the 
respective constituency for which a member or mem- 
bers are to be returned. Such writs shall be for- 
warded to the Supervisor of Elections for t,raas- 
mission to the several returning officers." 

I would like to know the meaning of the ~ ~ o r d s  
l l every general election" occurring in line 3 of this 
Sub-clause. As far  as I know, we have a n  Act which 
will only apply to the General Election for the year 
1951. In so far  as the compilation of the list of 
voters is concerned, I do not see the necessity for the 
use of the word "every" and it may cause trouble. 

Mr. ADAMS : Perhaps the position can be 
darified if a comma appeared after the word "Act" 
mar r ing  at  the end of line 2. I t  is largely a ques- 
tion of punctuation. . The Other Place has actually 
put in a comma as an amendment, so we may as well 
put in a comma after the word "Act." 

The question that Clause 10 as amended stand 
part of the Bill was put and resolved in the affirma- 
tive without division. 

Messrs. CFLAWFORD and GARNER came into the 
Committee and took their  seat^. 

Clauses 11 and 12 were read and passed. 
Clause 13 was read. 
Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that Clause 13 

stand part of the Bill. 
Dr. CUMMINX: I beg to second that. 
RIr. REECE : Sub-clause (4) states : 
"Every candidate shall a t  the time of his nomi- 

nation deliver or cause to be delivered to the return- 
ing officer a statutory declaration of his qualsca- 
tions made and subscribed by such candidate, or  if 
the candidate is absent from the Island on nomina- 
tion day, by his duly authorised agent, i n  the 'form 
set out as Form 8 or Form 8A, as the case may be, in 
the Schedule to this Act. If such statutory deck* 
tion is not delivered as aforesaid the nomination 09 
such candidate shall be deemed to be void." 

Suppose a canidate is ill; what will happen 
then ? 
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Mr. ADAMS : If a candidate is ill or is out of the 
Island his agent can deliver the declaration to the 
Returning Officer. 

The question that Clause 13 stand part  of the 
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

Clause 14 was read as follow&:- 
14. If a t  the expiration of three hours from the 

tiine appointed bp section thirteen for  the nomina- 
tion of candidates there shall be duly nominated only 
the number of candidates required for filling the 
vacant seat or seats, the Returning Officer shall 
forthwith publicly declare such candidate or candi- 
dates to be elected and shall immediately thereafter 
certify by endorsement on the writ of election the 
return of such candidate and shall return the writ 
so endorsed to the Supervisor of Elections for trans- 
mission to the Governor-in-Executive Committee. 

Mr. ADAMS : The Government wondered 
whether tlhey should perpetuate the system of long 
speeches being made on Nomination Day, and it 
may be that some honourable members may not 
agree with the period of three hours as set out in 
this Clause. I draw the matter to t h ~  attention of 
honourable members as to whether this period of 
ihree hours should remain or not. A sheriff might 
be bored before the expiration of three hours. 1 b q  
to move that Clause 14 stand part of the Bill. 

Dr. CUMMINS : I beg to second that. 
JIr. LEWIS: I am not saying that you cannot 

interpret this Clause to mean that the sheriff has to 
remain for three hours to receive nominations; 1 am 
very doubtful if he has to remain for that period of 
time. Three hours after the time appointed for re 
ceiving nominations the sheriff has to declare 
whether he has to take a poll or not, but this Clause 
does not say that he must remain for three houm t.E 
receive nominations. I know that under the old Act 
nominations must take place between 8 and 9 o'cloch 
in the morning, and in respect of the Vestries, the 
nominations must take place between 10 and 13 
o'clock; but under this Bill the sheriff has to be pres 
ent a t  9 o'clock to receive nominations and a t  If 
o'clock ha declares the candidate or candidates elect 
ed if no more than the number required have beer 
nominated. 

There is another point. Since there are twc 
members representing a constituency, I suggest thai 
the words "or candidates" should be inserted aftel 
the word "candidate" occurring in line 8 of thir 
Clause. I beg to move that amendment. 

Mr. ADAMS: I accept that amendment. 
Mr. BR-INCKER came into the Committer and tool 

his seat. 
Mr. LEWIS: As to the hour for receiving 

nominations, I would prefer to make it from l( 
o'clock in the morning instead of 9 o'clock, berausc 
that hour might be of assistance to a candidate whc 
has to leave Bridgetown to go to St. Andrem anc 
who might get into an accident. I also suggest thti 
it should be a t  the expiration of an hour or even twc 
hours from the time appointed for the nomination o 
candidates that the returning officer should make hi! 
declaration. 

Mr. MILLER: I think i t  would be dangerous t 
allow a single h o w  for making the declaration. I t  ha 
to be rciiiembered that some candidates might have t 
travel about 18 to 20 miles before they arrive a t  t h  
place fixed for the nomination of candidates. I thin 
that this period should be made two hours; I there 
fore beg to move that the word "three" occurring i 
line 1 he de l~ted  and the word "two" be inserted il 
place thereof. 

Mr. ADAMS: I acrept that amendment. 

Mr. REECE : I think i t  is well that we should 
iave this matter defillitely settled. Under Clause 28 
)f the old Act, the nomination of candidates has to 
)c made within one honr after the tiine appointed 
'or such nomination. I f  it is the feeling of the Com- 
nittee that the time should be extended to two 
lows, I think it would be well to make an amend- 
nent to Clause 13 to the effect that the sheriff shall 
rttend between 9 and 11 o'clock in the morning to 
~eceive the nomination of candidates. I think the 
noper place to make the amendment mould be in  
3Iause 13, and then make a consequential arnenld- 
nent in Clause 14. 

Mr. LETVIS: I think we should delete thr 
vords "three hours from" occurring in line 1 of this 
'lause, and then we could go back and put in ths 
ime for the nomination of candidates in Clause 13. 

Mr. ADAJIS: I have accepted the amendment 
)f two hours instead of three. If you put the time 
'or the nomination of candidates a t  9 o'clock, the 
eturning officer must be there a t  that time. I think 
t is far  better to let the Clause remain as it is now. 
o that i t  will mean that if a t  the expiration of tw9 
rours from 9 o'clock there shall be duly nominated 
lily the number of candidates required, the return- 
ng  officer will make his declaration. 

The question that Clause 14 as amended stand 
~ttrt of the Bill was put and resolved in the aErma- 
ive without division. 

Clauses 15 to 19 inclusive were read and p- 
d. 

Clause 21) was read as follows:- 
20. (1) At the hour fked for opening the poll 

,he presiding officer and the poll clerk shall, in  the 
wesence of the candidates, their agents, and such 
,f the electors as are present, open the ballot box 
md ascertain that there are no ballot papers or other 
wpers therein, after which the box shall be locked, 
.nd the presiding officer shall keep the key thereof: 
:he box shall be pla,ced on a table in full view of 
311 present and shall be maintained there until the 
:lose of the poll. 

(2) Immediately after the ballot box is so 
ocked, the presiding officer shall call upon the elec- 
iors to vote. 

(3) The presiding officer shall secure the ed- 
mittance of every elector into the polling station, and 
shall see that they are not impeded or molested at 
X- about the polling station. 

Mr. ADAMS : I beg to move that Clause 20 
stand part of the Bill. 

Dr. CUMMINS : 1 beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: I know that i11 addition to locB- 

ing the box, there is also the question of sealing it. 
That is a precaution which should be taken by thc 
presiding officer now; it was taken by the sheriff be- 
fore and I hope that i t  will be continued. 

Mr. MILiLER: I a,m suggesting that i t  be a 
specific provision made that the ballot boxes should 
be sealed in  the presence of the candidates, since 
there is likely to  be a lot of suspicion. Another point 
is that the collecting of the ballot boxes will probably 
be done in the afternoon after the election and they 
will have to be removed to some place of safety. I 
do not think i t  is asking too much to haxe the baUot 
boxes sealed and i t  is unreasonable to have to ash 
any candida,te to rely on the honesty of somebody. 
You have nice proceedings here and you still need 
policemen. In this Clause I think a specific provision 
should be made that the ballot boxes should be sealed 
in the presence of the candidates or their agents. 

Mr. ADAMS: The provfsionq in this Rill are 
supplementary to the existing law; where there is a 
clash with the existing law the provisions in this 
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Bill remain. I n  the Ballot Act ~rovision is made 
for  the sealing of the ballot boxes m the presence of 
the candidates or their agents. Instructions are issued 
to the presiding officers which they will follow, and 
when they are in doubt they can consult some lawyer. 
'i'he sealing of the ballot boxes is provided for in  the 
instructions which are sent to the sheriffs. 

'lhe question that Clause 20 stand part of the 
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

Clause 21 was read as follows:-- 
21. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of Rule 

13 of the Rules for elections contained in Schedule 
A of the Ballot Act, 1931, the presiding officer, a t  
the request of any blind elector who has taken the 
oath in the form set out as  Form No. 10 in  the 
Schedule to this Act and who is accompanied by a 
friend who is an  elector in the polling division, shall 
permit such friend to accompany the blind elector 
into the voting compartment and mark the electors' 
bdlot paper for him. No person shall a t  any election 
be allowed to act as the friend of more than one 
biind elector. 

(2) Any friend who is permitted to mark the 
ballot paper of a blind elector as aforesaid shall 
first be required to take an oath in the form set out 
4 s  Form No. l1 in the Schedule to this Act that he 
will keep secret the name of the candidate for whom 
the ballot of such blind elector is marked by him, 
and that hp has not already acted as the friend of a 
blind elector for the purpose of marking his ballot 
pnper a t  the pending election. 

(3) Whenever any elector has had his ballot 
paper marked as provided in subsections (1) and (2) 
of this section, the presiding officer shall enter in 
the certified copy of the register opposite the elector's 
name, in addition to  any other requisite entry, the 
reason why such ballot paper was so marked. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move that Clause 21 
stand part of the Bill. 

Dr. CUMMTNS: T beg to second that. 
Mr. BRANCKER: I am suggesting an anlend- 

ment to this Clause to make provision not only for 
blind electors but for any elector who is unable to 
wad or write. A friend who accompanies a person 
who cannot read or write should be permitted to 
mark his ballot paper for him. As you know, &IT. 
'Chairman, i t  was very unsafe to leave the marking 
of the ballot papers i n  the case of illiterate persons, 
in  the hands of certain persons who, in  the past- 
I do not know for  the future-would be looking 
over those M l o t  papers. I beg to move that in  line 
4 of Sub-clause (I), the words "or of any elector who 
is unable to read or write" be inserted after the 
words "blind elector. " 

Mr. MOTTLEP: That amendment seems to be 
necessary. I have seen sheriffs actually refuse to allow 
people to vote for others who were not totally blind. 
'There are people who cannot be said to be totally 
blind, and who suffer a t  times; they go into the room 
bnt they cannot see to vote. I have heard sheriffs argue 
that such people are not actually blind and other 
people cannot vote for them. An illiterate person 
should carry along some person to vote for him and I 
say that a person who cannot really see inside the 
booth cannot really vote. I am quite serious aLont 
this matter, ; you do find persons who are not totally 
blind and sheriffs refuse to allow other persons to 
vote for them. 

Mr. ADAMS: This matter has been oarefully 
thought of by members of the Government, and we 
have come to the conclusion that there could be 
nothing more dangerous than this proposed amend- 
ment. By this proposed amendment you would be 

upening the door to a n  absolutely non-secret election. 
I'he incidence of blindness is about one in a thousand 
and people are not so illiterate that they need other 
people to vote for  them. As  soon as you have people 
voting for others what is the good of a n  election? 
If the presiding officer likes to be dishonest he can 
call out everybody's name wrong, but you must 
tlwst some one person. Wc do not want to have what 
is the opposite to the secrecy of the ballot and the 
opening of the door to abuse. Nothing could be more 
dangerous than this proposed amendment. I repeat, 
and I suggest that we drop i t  like a hot potato. I hope 
that the older members of the House will give the 
junior members the beneflt of their experience, and 
I ask them to say whether by this proposed amend 
Eent  we would not be opening the door to the non- 
secrecy of the ballot. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : This particular section 
amends Rule 13 of the Rules for elections contained 
ir the Ballot Act, 1931. I was hoping that the hon. 
member would have said whether or not this amend- 
nlent reads in the same manner as the British Blind 
T'ersons Act, 1933. Under the Ballot Act of 1931, 
the presiding officer can vote for any voter who is 
incapacitated by blindness or any other cause, but 
here we are only permitting friends to 17ote for people 
who are blind. The hon. junior member for St. Lucy 
has suggested that a friend should also be permitted 
to vote for a person who cannot read or write. I am 
sure that hon. members will be willing to be led by 
what they are told is the position obtaining in Great 
Britain, and if this amendment is based on the British 
Rlind Persons Act of 1933, I suggest that we should 
vote for it without any further amendment. 

Mr. MILLER: On the question of permitting 
a friend to vote for an  elector, from what I have seen 
\.on will encourage the corruption which you least 
:spec+ed : you will probably produce something 
~ h i c h  you would hate to have. Where an individual 
is unable to  see to mark his ballot paper, I think 
that some consideration should be riven to f l i p  

presence of the sheriff. 
Mr. LEWIS : There is an  aspect of the matter 

which I do not think hon. members have thought 
of at  all. I would be willing to risk a friend going 
in with a blind person or one who is unable to) see 
very well, to vote for him; but I suggest that  if a 
person makes a declaration before the sheriff that 
he is unable to read or write, the %heriff will a l w q s  
feel that some Party has sent that person t o  tricli 
him, so he has to be very careful when he goes in  
to vote for that person. On the other hand, if a 
person who is unable to read or write takes in  his 
friend, he might do other than what the person 
wants done. However, I feel that I would be willing 
to take the chance with the sheriff voting for such 
persons because he will probably not know the people 
who can read or write and he does not llrno~v whether 
there is any trick being put on him or not. 

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman,-You know as 
well as I do that when a man is illiterate he is very 
suspicious, and for that reason a lot of illiterate 
people do not like to ask the presiding officer to make 
their marks for them. I was therefore very pleased 
tn see the draughtsman of this Bill pnt in the pro- 
vision for a blind elector having a friend to vote for  
him. After all, one should be able to trust his friend, 
end I do not think we could have anything better 
than that. I beg to second the motion of the hon. 
junior member for St. Lucy. 

Mr. REECE:  The hon. senior member for St. 
doseph has pointed out that the Ballot Act is not being 
repealed, and that. in  so fa r  as its provisions do not 
conflict with this Bill, they will stand. Under the 
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law as it is a t  present, the presiding officer can mark 
the ballot paper for a person who is unable to mark 
for himself; under this Bill provision is made for 
the assistance of blind persons only and the question 
is whether the law as it stands today remains or not, 
whether the sheriff will stlll be in  a position to mark 
the ballot papers for  persons who are illiterate or 
who are subject to some physical disability. I am 
asking the hon. senior member for St. Joseph to con- 
sider that point carefully before the amendment is 
put to the vote. If you also allow a person who is 
illiterate to mark the ballot paper through his friend. 
I am asking whether the law will still permit a per- 
son who has some physical disability or  who is illiter- 
ate to make his mark and vote through the sheriff 
as he can do at  the present time. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am wondering whether 
we should not follow the phraseology of section 13 of 
the Ballot Act, 1931. That section says:- 

"The presiding officer, on the application of 
any voter who is incapacitated by blindness or othw 
physical cause from voting in the manner prescribed 
in this Act or of any voter who is nnable to read, 
shall cause the vote of such voter to be marked on a 
ballot paper in the manner directed by such voter, 
and the ballot paper to be placed in the ballot box, 
find the name and number on the register of voters 
cf every voter whose vote is marked in pursuance of 
this rule, and the reason why i t  is so marked. shall 
he entered on a list in this Act called ' the list of 
votes marked by the presiding officer.' " 

Under that section only the presiding officer can 
vote for a person who is blind or unable to read, 
and the same phraseology adopted here might be an  
easy solution of the present difficulty. I beg to move 
that the words "any blind elector" occurring i n  line 
4 of Sub-clause (I) be deleted and that the words 
"any voter who is incapacitated by blindness or 
other physical causey7 be inserted after the words 
"at the request of" occurring in line 3. 

Mr. ADBAIS: Numbers of things happen. Some- 
times a n  Act remains unrepealed became the in- 
stances in  which the particular crime or wrong t h q  
m g h t  take place are so few that it is hardly worth 
while to take notice of them; but when we are start- 
ing afresh, I do not think we should fail to take out 
anything which might not be an improvement in  the 
law. I do not know myself how the phrase "or other 
physical cause" has been construed; if a man is 
paralysed, I can understand that much, but I find i t  
is quite possible to constrne that phrase a little too 
widely. I am sorry I was not here to go through care- 
fully with 'the Learned Acting Attorney General, 
every line in this Bill, 'but I understand from him that 
he has been very thorough in drafting this Bill with 
the most up-to-date legislation before him. If you find 
that he has departed from the wording of the law as 
it now stands and put  in this Clause as i t  now reads, 
then he must have had very sound reasons for doing 
that. I t  is dangerous enough for people to carry in 
~ l h e r s  to vote for them; where is the secrecy of the 
'h~llot if 15 people know how 15 others have voted? 
One officer being sworn no't to disclose anything is a 
vastly different thing from 15 people kno~ring horn1 
15 others have voted. That might open the door to 
abuse and I snggest to hon. members that they allow 
this Clause to remain as it is now. I know tha+ be- 
fore T wen't away the Acting Attorney General was 
working hard on this Bill and I cannot help fe2linp 
that he has been very careful in his mordiny. I appeal 
to hon. members to allow this Clause to remain as it 
is. 

Mr. REECE : This Clause only affects blind per- 
sons and the question is whether the rights of other 

people who suffer from other physical disabilities 
still remain. If the sheriff can vote for  these people, 
that is all right; but do not tell me that  because a 
person is not in a position t o  make his mark, he is 
to be deprived of his vote. The ballot is supposed to 
be secret; the presiding officer is sworn to secrecy 
and as long as you are controlling everything 
through one person, even if other people go in for 
the purpose of doing what he alone should do, the 
matter should be easy. There is something in the 
argument of the honourable senior member for St. 
Joseph, but I would not like him to feel that  if a 
person is the friend of an  elector who suffers from 
any incepacity, that friend would do something 
wrong under the Act. 

Mr. GILL: Under Clause 13 of the Ballot Act, 
1931, "the presiding officer, on the application of 
any voter who is incapacitated by blindness or other 
physical cause, from voting in the manner prescribed 
under this Act or  of any voter who is unable to read, 
shall cause the vote of such voter to be marked on a 
ballot paper in a manner directed by such voter". 
Under this proposed Clause, the Government is at- 
tempting to differentiate between a person who is 
incapacitated by blindness and one who, through 
illiteracy cannot vote for himself, but I do not see 
any distinction between two such persons. As far  S& 
the secrecy of the ballot is concerned, the 
argument applies to the blind as to the illiterate, 
and I certainly do not see how, under this Clause, 
you could take blind people out of the category of 
thaae who cannot read or write. If a blind person 
has confidence in his friend, an illiterate person also 
has coAdence in his friend. An illiterate person ia 
in the same boat as a blind person; although the 
illiterate person can see, he cannot tell where to put  
his mark and he will have confidence i n  his friend. 
I am therefore supporting the amendment of the 
honourable junior member for St Lucy . 

Mr.  LEWIS:  For the purpose of helping the 
lawyers I will just read Clause 39 of thik Bill. Thab 
Clause says : 

"The provisions of thi's Act should be deemed 
to be supplementary to the provisions of the &pm- 
sentation of the People Act, 1901, and the: Ballot 
Act, 1931, and the provisions of those Acts shd I  
apply accordingly. 

Provided that in the case of conflict or incon- 
sistency, the provisions of this Act shall pravaif 
over the provikions of those Acts. " 

I have been persuaded during the argument 
that there are so few blind people that you could 
allow the sheriff to vote for them, and perhaps we 
could w d l  do without this Clause altogether. (Mr. 
CRAWFORD : That is a joke) . The honourable mem- 
ber hi/h asked tlla': an amendment to the old Act 
be put in here so a's to make the position clear. 
(Mr.  C R A ~ O R D  : The old Act does not say anything 
about a friend accompanying a blind elector). I 
feel that it is of no use our having this Clause 21; 
I presume that you are questioning the integrity of 
the presiding officer if you say that you can only 
trust him to do something where anybody can see 
what he is doing. As I have said, I am convinced 
that this Clause need not be put in at  all;  the only 
change proposed is that a blind person can carry 
along a friend to vote for him and the secrecy of 
the ballot is involved. I think that we can lea-ve the 
matter to the presiding officer and we will have to 
abide by whatever happens. I beg to move that this 
Clause be deleted. 

Mr. ADAMS: I ask /leave to withdraw my 
motion that this Clause ktand part of the Bill. 
There is something valid in the argument of the 
honourable senior member for St. Andrew; logically, 



there is no reason why you should make a distinction 
between a blind person and one who is illiterate, 
and therefore the most appropriate thing to do 
wodld be to leave the law as i t  is. I again ask 
leave to withdraw my motion for the insertion of 
this Clause 21; let the presiding officer mark for 
everybody. 

Mr. CRAWFORD; I do not agree with that; 
apparently in England they make &h of the one 
and fowl of the other. For 18 years in England a 
person could record his vote through his friend; 
the Britiah Blind Persons Act of 1933 permits that. 
Apparently the honourable juniar member for the 
City did not understand the meaning of my amend- 
ment. I did not quote from the old Act so as to 
make this particdar Clause clear, but merely to 
include in it the category of people who might re- 
sort to having friends to vote for them-people who 
are physically incapacitated and prevented other 
than 'by blindness from recording their vote as pre- 
scribed in the Act. I, too, see a danger in making this 
matter too elastic; while I agree that in this Clause 
we might go a little further and make provision for 
people who are physically incapacitated other than 
by blindness, I am prepared to vote for the Clause 
as i t  was originally rather than vote for the deletion 
of the whole Clause. 

The question that leave be granted the honowable 
senior member for St. Joseph to withdraw his motion 
was put and resolved in the negative, the Committee 
dividing as follows :- 

Ayes : MR. SPEAKER, DR. CUMMINS, MESSRS. MILT~ 
ER, LEWIS, COX and ADAXS-6. 

Noes : MESSRS. CRAWFORD, BRANORER, GARNEB, 
MOTTLEY, GILL, HAYNES, E. K. WALCOTT, GODDAED 
and REECE-9. 

Mr. REECE: I was about to say that the a r p  
ment of the honourable senior member for St. Andrew 
h a  corniderable strength in it, and the honourable 
senior member for St. Joseph has admitted that. I 
cannot see why one class of persons should be treated 
differently from another class of persons, and the 
real question is whether we should make the amend- 
ment suggested by 'the honourable junior member for 
St. Lucy or not. I n  considering that question 
1 think the C'ommittee should also bear in mind the 
feelings of many electors; there can be no tvo way" 
about it, some electors are very suspicious aboot 
~heriEs because I have heard electors complain aboul 
sheriffs, that they have done other than what W ~ S  
requested by electors. I agree that some step shouli! 
be taken to avoid the suspicion which some electors 
have of the 60na fides of sheriffs; if an elector ex- 
presses himself through his friend, he would not have 
any suspicion as to the boma fides of the sheriff. I 
heve not had any cause to think that any sheriff acted 
contrary to the wishes of electors, but i t  must be 
borne in mind that that suspicion does exist. Some 
electors hare expressed themselves in that manner. 

Mr. ADAMS: It has been brought to my notice 
that there is a possible way of 'compromising our dif- 
ferent points of view, and I am asking honourable 
members to adjourn for dinner and in the meantime 
I will get the amendment put straight. Those who 
are anxious to see clean elections have got to remem- 
ber that a friend pushing 2/- in your hand is thz 
easiest thing to be done at the ballot box. If even 
illiterate man has another man with him, and half 

at the ballot box, and whereas the Government paid 
anumerators 7 cents for registering each person some 
people paid them 10  cents for not registering certain 
persons. However, I am told that a majority of 
lwnourable members are willing to vote for the Nazi 
wethod whereby the presiding officer marks the ballot 
papers but you send along your friend t o  see that thRl 
presiding officer does not make any mistake. That 
iu the whole argument of the honourable junior m m -  
ber for St. Andrew ; if people are suspicious, let their 
friends go along with the presiding officer. 

Mr. COX: I beg to move that the further con- 
Cderation of this Clause be postponed. 

Mr. MILLBR: I beg to second that. 
The question that the further consideration of 

this Clause be postponed was put and resolved in the 
affirmative without division. 

On the motion of Mr. ADA&IS, seconded by Dr. 
C'IIWBIINS, the CHAIRMAN reported progress and a&6d 
for leaxe for the Committee to sit again. 

AIr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported ac- 
cordingly. 

Xr. A D U S  : I beg to move that this Home 
do now adjourn until 8.15 p.m. 

Dr. CUMMINS seconded the motion which was 
agreed to, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House 
a caorclingly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment the 
HOLW was in committee on the Bill intituhd an Act 
to make provision for the direction and supervision 
o i  the election of members to serve in the General 
Assembly of this Island, the procedue a t  such elec- 
tions, the expenses at such elections and for other 
purposes in connection therewith. 

Mr. S P E ~ K E ~  left the Chair and the House re- 
sumed committee on the Bill, Mr. SMITH in the 
Chair. 

Mr. CHAI-: On the adjournment Clause 
21 had just been postponed. 

Clause 22 was read. 
Mr. ADAMS moved, seconded by Dr. Cluaaarr~s 

that Clause 22 stand part of the Bill. 
Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman-the last four 

words of sub-clause (1 )  read: "the constables on 
duty". I am thinking sir that this would be mucb 
more suitable if it read "any police constable that 
may be on duty," inamuch as only one may be there. 

Mr. ADAMS: I will accept that amendment. 
There is no reference in the Act to constables being 
on duty. Perhaps there is some reference in the 
Ballot Act. I cannot remember off hand. But this 
Clause reads as if this Bill already made a refer- 
ence to police constables being on duty. I do nob 
mind the amendment. 

Mr. GILL: It is provided for in the Ballot 
Act. 

Mr. REECE : Mr. Chairman-In this election 
you will have many polling stations. There will be 
213 of them. Will it be possible to put a police- 
man a t  each station? It may be an island consta- 
ble or a parish constable on duty. 

Mr. LEWIS: I appeciate the point which the 
honourable junior member for Christ Church has 
made. Perhaps the honourable senior member for 
St. Joseph will accept my withdrawal of the word 
' .~olice" from my amendment, so that i t  will read 
"any oonstable that may be on duty." I beg leave 

dozen men have half a dozen two shilling pieces, t o  withdraw the word "police." 
lust one man can have E/-. Where you are cutting ' There being no objection leave was granted. 
down people's expenses is where you are making it 
possible to have corruption, and you are doing lt 
with your eyes wide open. What I have just said 
actually took place in Trinidad; people were paid 

Mr. ADAMS accepted the further amendment. 
Clause 22 as amended was passed. 
Clause 23 was read and passed. 
Clause 24  as read. 

!id I 
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Xr. GILL: l think that the words in bracketa 
in the second line of Section 24, if meant to be a n  
alternative suggestion, should not be in brackets. 
The brackets should be deleted. I refer to the words 
" (or transmit by registered post). " 

Mr. REECE : 1 think i t  is an altenative sug- 
gsstion. However, l do not think that election 
documents should be sent to the Supevisor of Elec- 
tions by post at  all, whether registered or other- 
wise. They should be delivered personally. 1 beg 
to move that the words "or transmitted by reg. 
i~ t e red  post" be deleted. 

Mr. ADAMS accepted the amendment. 
Clause 24 as amended was passed. 
Clause 25 was read. 
Mr. ADAMS moved, seconded by Dr. CUMMIXS 

that  Clause 25 stand part of the Bill. 
Mr. E. K. TVALCOTT: Nr. Chairman-I think 

that the word "Kegistrar" in line 8 of sub-clause 
(1) may need qualifying. 

Mr. ADAMS: There is no definition of "reg- 
istrar" in the Interpretation Act. So I think we 
should have in the Bill the words ''Itegisrtrar of 
this island". I will agree to the insertion of those 
words. 

Clause 25 as amended was passed. 
Clause 25 was read. 
Mr. ADAMS moved, seconded by Dr. CUMMINS 

that Clause 25 stand part of the Bill. 
Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairman-I think that in 

sub-clause (2) ,  line 5, the meaning would be made 
ciearer if you substitute the word "such" for the 
word "each" occurring before the words "presiding 
officer". The way the clause stands now, it means 
that if the constituency in question is, say, St. 
Andrew, the Returning Officer will have to send 
:lotice of withdrawal to each Presiding Officer in 
the island. I think the intention is to notify the 
presiding officers of the particular constituency in 
which the withdrawal takes place. 

Mr. ADAMX: The honourable member is very 
useful in spotting things that others do not spot. He 
sees more than the rest of us see, and sometimes he 
sees errors where there are none. He has quoted 
one sentence. But the clause goes on to say: "On 
polling day each   residing officer shall post up a copy 
of the printed notice of withdrawal in a conspicuous 
place in his polling station." So I do not see any 
point in what the honourable member is complain- 
ing about. T mould wzgest that it would be better 
English if we deleted the comma after the word 
"letter" in line 3. 

Mr. REECE: There is another point. I am re- 
ferring to the words, "any candidate may withdraw 
at any time not more than four days after nomina- 
tion day etc." I think the words "not more than 
four days" should be deleted. A candidate should 
be able to withdraw at  any time after nomination day. 
Suppose a candidate becomes ill. My view is that 
if a candidate withdraws at  the last minute and only 
one other properly nominated candidate is left, the 
latter should be declared duly elected, and the Re- 
tuning Officer should make a return in respect of 
him. You should then proceed to elect another rz-  
presentative for the particular constituency. I am 
going to make a motion that the words "not more 
than four days" occurring in line 2 of sub-clause 
(1) of clause 26 be deleted. 

Mr. ADAMS: 'I am afraid that I cannot ac- 
cept that. I n  the old days, when each constituency 
had only one polling statiofi and a candidate with- 
drew on the morning of election day, everyone 
knew. But take St. Michael now with polling sta- 
tions all over the place. You would be making some 

people throw away their votes. The withdrawing 
candidate may inform the returning officer w h e ~  
the latter is still a t  his home. He has to get to the 
polling station and let the people know so that they 
may not throw away their votes. There should be 
time for the notice to be posted up. Honourable 
melubes will agree that you will have to give enough 
time for the electors to be properly notified. If a 
candidate w d t  until 10 o'clock the same morning, 
what happens ? The Returning Officer will have to 
get in tonch ~vith Presiding Officers all over, say, 
St. Michael, so that the electors may be notified. 
Then notices will have to be posted up  at  every 
polling station in  the parish. I f  the honourable 
meniber thinks that four days is not a good figurc 
he can suggest another period. But  there must be 
a time limit. 

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: If a m m  withdrawe 
half an hour before election starts he is still saving 
a lot of trouble and expense. You cannot make a 
man stand for election if he wishes to withdraw. *It 
i:. rather hard to put the Government and the Pre-  
siding Officers to the expense of an election when 
a man after less than four days after nomination 
aecides not to stand for election. It also seems hard 
on the candidate that you should make him carry 
on with an election when he does not want to. I t  
will be a farce if you allow people who have good 
votes to cast for a man to waste them on some other 
man. I t  is true that you should not allow a man 
to make ft fool of you, but he is making a fool of 
himself anyhow. A candidate may get back his 
deposit if he withdaws within the four days; but you 
should allow him up  to election day to withdraw. 
In the old days if a man wanted to withdraw you 
had to go through the farce in  some cases of open- 
ing the polls far  four or five minutes, and then by 
agreement you closed the polls That was because 
there was no provision for withdrawal in  the t r u e  
sense of the word. That was one of the difficulties 
in the past. 

Mr. IIEWIS : If me are going to put any time, 
you should put it from the other end - so many 
days before polling day. If after being nonlinated 
you allow a candidate to withdraw up to the last 
minute, you must remember that that will be an 
excellent method for nuisance candidates to adopt. If 
you read the clause about the deposit you will see 
that if a candidate does not get a certain proportion 
of the votes cast, or for any other reason, he will 
lose his deposit. If the returning officer is given 
permission to say that such and such a man is not a 
candidate, how can the Government take that man's 
money? The man conducting the election has declar- 
e$ .to the public that thir man is not a candidate. 
Tom can the Government collect R30 from a man 
n-horn their ovin officer s a p  was not a candidate? T 
would like the 1901 Act looked up  to see when a can- 
clidate can withdraw. I would sap that seven &vs 
before polling day should be a reasonable time. There 
miprht be perfectly good reasons for late withdrawalq. 
Imt if you give an opportnnity for last minute with- 
drawals. you are going to get a lot of nuisance candi- 
dates. As I have said, I quite agree that there map 
be a genuine case for a last minute withdrawal such 
36 a serious illness. 

Mr. REECE : Mr. Chairman - this matter has 
more than one angle. A candidate comes and pays 
his deposit of £30 and after the four days he be- 
comes ill. He feels that he cannot offer himself as 
a representative of the constituency, but he rannot 
withdraw his name. Suppose he is elected; what 
happens then ? Yon cannot compel him to take his 
seat in the House. There will therefore have to be 
another election. 
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Xr. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman - Before the 
question is put, 1 think l should reply to both of 
the points that have been raised. As the honourable 
junior member for the City has said, the section of 
the Representation of the People Act dealing with 
the deposit is not particularly clear. It says that 
if the amount of votes obtained by a candidate do 
not exceed one-sixth of the amount cast i n  that  eon- 
etituency his deposit shall be forfeited. I n  any other 
case his deposit is to be returned to him. I am ask- 
ing honourable members to let this remain as i t  is. 
If you mess about with returning deposits, the whole 
army of nuisance candidates will withdraw after 
putting. genuine candidates to a lot of expense with 
canvassmg. Let this stay as it is, and later on we 
may provide for cases of withdrawal due to sicknes. 
in the Representation of the People Act. 

Mr. LEWIS : My point is that if a candidate 
comes forward, pays his deposit and then withdraws 
within four days, the Presiding Officer will have 
to declare that he is not a candidate. How then can 
you keep his deposit when he is not a candidate P I 
understand that the proper place to deal with that 
is the Representation of the People Act. I t  is a 
question of money going into the Treasury, and if 
the Government promises to deal with that techni- 
cality 'I will accept that promise. 

Clause 26 was then passed. 
Clause 27 was read and passed. 
Claused 28 was read. 
Mr. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman - I n  moving that 

this Clause stand  art of the Bill I am askindleave 

~irmber for St. Joseph is that you do not want t a  
l a x  people drinking a lot of rum on Election Day. 
L'hs clause is only penalising the shopkeepers. All 
;hut it says is that you cannot give away or sell 
Liquor a t  a licensed place or a t  a club. Some people 
do not want to spend a cent for a n  election. I know 
Barbados m ~ e l i  as the honourable senior member 
Eor St. Joseph does. With a candidate campaigning 
for two or three or four months, why do you think 
that he will wait until Election Day to spend money 
on liquor ? The fear of the honourable member L 
that if you leave licensed places open, rum tvlll be 
sold or given away, and people will, either not go 
to the polls at all, or they wiIl allow their votes to be 
bought with rum. Anyone who can suggest to me 
that with all our political education you can take 
xum and buy people's votes even in the remotest part  
of this country, does not know his Barbados. If you 
look around this table you will see members, none 
c.f whom will run a n  election without having a walk 
around. If in the course of canvassing you go into 
a shop you will have to buy a drink. I do not agree 
with the wholesale buying of liquor. I fight an  elec- 
tion by getting up and persuading people. But  if 
you go around canvassing, and you meet seven 01- 
eight people and you start a conversation you will 
take a drink. You cannot buy people's votes with 
rum in this country. Of course it happened years 
ago. But  people are too wide awake now. Even the 
members of the Labour Party realise the hardship 
that this clause would impose. 

Mr. MILLER : I have never had a rum in the 

will take this section serioudy. It has proved a very 
useful provision in other countries. We should do 
everything that we can to clean up  elections. It has 
been done in  Jamaica and Trinidad, without anyone 
being the worse for it. We have seen some horrible 
things happen in other countries where the tendency 
to debaucherv is inborn. There is no reason why 

to &hdraw sub-kause (4). The sub-clause- says : ' parish of St. Beorge during elections. 
"In this section intoxicating liquor has the same ( Mr. AIUTTLPY : Let us look a t  this section 
meaning as is assigned to the expression in the seriousl~. I t  inentions hotels and clubs. But  people 
Liqour Licences Act, 1908." But  the expression ; in Christ Church will still be able to get a drink a t  
"intoxica,ting liquor" does not appear in  the the Marine, and people a t  the Aquatic Club will still 
Liquour Licences Act. But  I do not think that there ! drink. \I7hp penalise the shopkeepers, and then say 
will be any difficulty in the definition of "intoxica- / that you can buy all the rum you like from Goddard'g 
ting liqour." I n  dealing with this clause I think the day before and carry it to say, St. John and i that I will take the opportunity of replying to the , put i t  in a house. You will have the polling stations 
honourable junior member for St. Philip about l in the thickly populated parts of the parishes. A 

13ay will lead to corruption and bribery. A can- 
didate can buy all the rum that  he likes, and treat 
all the electors i n  the parish. Bu t  he must not buy 
any in a rum shop. You are providing i n  this section 
a fine of $500.00 or imprisonment for six months. 

the closing of rum shops. No rum shop will be 
a l w d .  The proprietor will merely have to close ob  
the portion where mm & sold. Them is no Pertson 
why rum shops will have to close. But you will not 

man may have his SLOP a mile away from a polling 
station, and he will still be penalised. I camot  see 
the reasou for it, and I am counselling honourable 
members to vote against it. I cannot see it doing any 

1 
l .Imagine someone in  ~ G t e r ' s  Road coming out on 
Election morning and wanting an  eye-opener. 

be able to sell rum. I understand that  in  Trinidad good. The honourable senior member for  St. Joseph 
a notice was posted up  in the shops saying no rum I said that i t  was done i n  Jamaica and Trinidad, and 
sold between such and such a date. Mention has I he thinks that it will work better here. Bu t  he is 
been made about hotels. If a place is licenced to l always saying that we are so far  ahead of these other 

we should pirpetuate that sort of thing. This pro- ' 
vision will not work a hardship on anyone. There is 
no reason to prevent a man from having a drink 
a t  his house or a t  someone else's, or from a bottle in  
his car. Even a t  non-eIection times it is not unknown 
that people qo about with rum in their cars. I beg 
t,o move, sir, that Clause 28 with the proposed 
amendment stand part of the Bill, and again 1 am 
appealing to honourable members to vote for the 
clause. 

Mr. MOTTLEY : Mr. Chairman - Despite all that 

sell intoxicating liquor whether i t  is a modern hotel 
or a Baxter's Road shop, i t  will be against the law 
to sell intoxicating liquor. The reason why clubs 
are included in the clause is because there is no 
licence for  clubs. I hope that honourable members 

Imagine that fellow being accustomed to rum shops 
going around in the back, and a stooge seeing him 
goes aiid reports on the proprietor of the shop and 
the man is fined this amount. This is a paradise 
for lawyers. This is bound to be observed i n  the 
breach. I am telling honourable members that if 
they can see that leaving in this section will cause 
the elections to run  any better, leave i t  in. If they 

I feel that leaving i t  out v i l l  cause candidates to buy 
out the rum shops so that electors will be so drunk 
that the elections will become a farce, leave the sec- 

eollonies; so f a r  above them politically; so f a r  above 
them where our standard of literacy is concerned. 
Still we are asked to pass something which will pena- 
lise a body of people working for  their living, be- 
vause of the fear that the sale of rum on Election 

has been said, I am going to move that this clause tion in. But  as this stands, I do not see that  you 
bp deleted. 1 am going to vote against it if I vote can prevent them from drinking. You will leave i t  
alone. T ~ P  only argument of the honourable senior c ~ ~ l l  to candidates to buy all the rum they want 

I 



and carry i t  somewhere, while you penalise the small 
shopkeeper. It is not right and fair. 

Mr. ADAMS : If the honourable senior mem- 
ber for the City wants to say that he will not vote 
for the section, let him say so. This section does 
not hurt the small shopkeeper. The same law ex- 
ists i n  big countries as  in  small ones. How are we 
to pass a law to prevent people from having rum 
in their homes? We can only say that we are trying 
to prevent drunkenness and riotous behaviour, just 
as  we legislate against dancing on licenced premises. 
The Government is trying to allow the elections to be 
as orderly as possible, and to allow the voting to be 
as free as possible. We are not trying to penalise 
itnyone. It is easy to meer. It is true that you 
cannot catch everyone. But  it is the Government's 
duty to provide a law, which if administered fairly, 
will not harm anyone. We have provided it for 
shops, clubs and hotels, and the honourable member 
has theeffrontery to say that we are penalising 
shopkeepers. Do not accuse the Government of dis- 
honesty. Of course i t  is possible for anyone to run 
around with rum in  his car. How can you legislate 
against that? But it is our duty to provide for 
licenced places. I n  any part of the British Empire 
you can only legislate in a matter like this for those 
places which you licence to sell liquors. Therefore we 
are legislating to help stop disorderly behaviour. I 
asked responsible people from Trinidad and Jamai- 
va how it worked in those colonies. and 1 was told - 

that i t  is an excellent provision; that things went 
smoothly. I t  prevented wholesale 'bribery and cor- 
ruption which comes from getting people so drunk 
that they do not know whom they are voting for 
Government is not discriminating a,gainst anyone. Wr 
have provided this for all those places over whicl 
the Government has any control by  legislation. 

Mr. GARNER: Mr. Chairman-I am support 
ing this section one hundred per cent. Under AduU 
Suffrage you will get a new set of voters, some ol 
whom do not understand what i t  is all about, anc 
the majority of whom think that Election Day is e 
day for a rum spree, when candidates are under OF. 
ligation to give them a certain amount of rum. Per 
qonally, I would like to see the shops closed. It it 
co  use giving shops that sell both rum and other 
goods permission to open in order to sell the other 
goods; because as long as they are open they will bc 
tempted to sell rum, and the law will be observed ir 
the breach. There are still some people who wil 
sell their souls. I think that the shops should bf 
closed. I feel that if you represent people well 
they mill vote for you without your giving them rum 
Elections must be decided on principles, not c;n rum 
f heard of a certain constituency where a cash ordei 
was placed, and the shopkeepers fed electors on rum 
When the election was over many of the people dG 
11ot even knoa- that the man they really wanted was 
out. Elections should be on a higher standard thar 
that. Why feed people on rum on a day when the3 
should be level headed enough to know what the3 
are doing? The rum shops should be closed. I: 
we had a storm or some such other act of nature the3 
would have to close. Elections are important enongl 
to make them close also. This wholesale giving o: 
rum on Election Day has got to stop. How could : 
compete with certain honourable members arounc 
this table? I t  is immoral. I think you shoulc 
make the fine a thousand dollars: and make the a1 
ternative five year8 in prison. There are some peo 
ple who because they can go into a rum shop anc 
place an order in someone else's name will lead elec 
S.ors astray. Close the mm shops. Mr. Chairman, : 

;ay close them from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. When the poll- 
mg booths are closed you can have a spree if you 
want one. I say to all concerned that electioil issues 
,hould be fought, on principles. If candidates want to 
;pend money on electors, let them spend it before 
Election Day: but, not on that day when level headed- 
mess is needed. Hotels will have to close their bars. 
What is the position with c1ubs"bme houses oper- 
ate a clu'b. Some of them are very insanitary and 
Qave no right with such a thing. These people will 

open, not ltelng subject to licence. Thar is the 
~ o r t  of thing you will have to look out for. Let us 
have a clean election. We have to raise people from 
a low standard of thinking when it comes to the 
performance of their civic duties. I am not saying 
that I am in favour of this section because I do not 
Rant to spend any money on Election Day. I salute 
any man who can get into the House without spending 
money. But this wholesale buying of rum has got 
t,) stop. Tt belo~igs to the past, not to the present. 
Wherz it c40mes to being able to buy rum, 1 cannot 
c~mpete with certain people. The only thing that 
I can compete with them with is my political views, 
with sincerity behind those views. 1 am behind this 
one hundred per cent. This is a new day, and we 
should let the people know that it is in their best 
interest not to have rum on that part;cnlai- day I 
r e p ~ a t  that it is a good thing to pass very stringent 
laws against wholesale drinking on Election Day 

Mr. COX: Mr. Chairman-I rise to make a 
la~otion that after the word "offered" in line 1 of the 
clause the words "or exposed" be inserted. I am 
sure, sii., that cvcry honourable iiiember of this House 
will admire the speech made by the honourable 
senior n ~ e n l b e ~  for St. Philip. It takes a lot of 
ctturage to speak as he has spoken, realising that for 
rneny years the order of the day was to buy out rum 
shops throughout the islancl and give people drink. 
until in many cases their wits left them. T think that 
we can say as far as the honourable member is cun- 
ccamed that he has always had the courage of his con- 
victions, and has always spoken with a full heart 
whether the views that he was expressing were 
pop& or not. Now I want to say that I share the 
seme views as he shares. I think that  the time lps 
come when people should take the question of elections 
nmch more seriously. People must realise the im- 
portance of their votes, and realise tha,t they should 
iiot be bought with money or any other gift in the 
TT-orld. They must realise that on their votes depends 
the future of the island, and that on them they mnst 
decide whether they are to go backward or forward. 
Now we all know that had i t  not been for the wealth 
a t  the disposal of some of those who grace or disgrace 
this House, they would never have been here. I have 
been elected to this House on three different occasio~s, 
2nd I am sure that the people jn the parish which, I 
rc~present do not vote for people because of rum, h p z  
c ~ ~ t t e r s  etc., but on principle, so that the pwplc~ who113 
they vote for can go to the House and pass laws which 
will redound to their cwdit. There are a large nu~n-  
ber of rum shops i11 St. Michael. I am sure that 
honourable members will agree that St.  Michael will 
bc the hardest hit by the closing of these rum shops. 
i t  is an admirable thing to do. While rum shops 
way lose a day's trade, the results will be excellent 
if seen in the right light. As I have said before, 
same candidates depend largely an bribery to gct 
tllenlselves in a position where they can rob the 
workers of their rightfuI earnings. When a man who 
would not sell his vote for a million dollars looks at 
another and hopes to buy his for a drink, it is dis- 
graceful. I know that the people of this island whn 
have a sense of responsibility will appreciate our 
passing this section. They will realise that i t  is 
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their interest, because we are responsible for putting 
this Bill for Adult S d r a g e  on the Statute Book. 
From this section we have nothing to lose; and we 
h v e  very much to gain. Those people who feel that 
they can buy their way to the House by running 
around with r u n  think that the electors are fools. I 
will say again that I welconle very much the speech 
of the honourable senior member for St. Philip. 
I am sure that he speaks mith a full heart, and that 
the people whoni he represents know that his repre- 
sentation is sincere. I am quite sure that he ~ 1 1 1  
lose nothing by supporting this particular secti+i. 

Mr. &DAMS/: Mr. Chairman-I accept the 
amendment moved by the honourable senior member 
for  St. Michael. 

Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Chairman-BIy experience 
of Polling Days is very limited, but I will say that 
it is not as some honourable members are making i t  
out to be. The picture drawn by some of them seems 
t o  be that everyone who goes to the polls is drunk 
2nd that is why we are all here. As I said last Tues- 
day, if the Government wanted to bring in  this Bill 
it should h a ~ ~ e  been brought in before. As regards 
this section that is being debated, with the parishes 
having so many polling stations, I do not see the 
necessity for it. It is only preveating ruin shqw 
that are near the polling booths from doing a little 
extra business. I do not look on the people of Bar- 
bados as haviilg so little sense of responsibility that 
Turn will prevent them from going to the polls. .It  
will always happen to a few; bnt the majority will 
know whom they are going to vote for, and will vote 
awarding to their views, and those are the people who 
rcally put  us in the House. I t  has been said that 
all the islands of the West Indies have a similar pro- 
vision. I n  Great Britain they do not have it, and I 
have seen more drunkenness in Great Britain than 
I have seen here. We driilk plenty rum, but me can 
carry it. I am not going to vote for this section. I 
do not think that anyone to-day can buy people's 
votes. There are 13,000 electors i11 Christ Cburch, 
and I hope that they will all turn out. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman,-I have never 
listened to a more illogical speech form the honour- 
able senior member for St. Philip than I have listen- 
ed to to-night. I said I was not going to vote for 
this section; bat  I did not say that Government's 
specific idea was to penalise shopkeepers. But 
this stands here, i t  does nothing but penalise them. 
All that has been said about treating I agree with. 
Tighten up  the law if you like and make the penalt.~ 
for  treating greater. Thbat is my argument. There 
was also an  illogical argument from the honouraBle 
mnior member for St. Michael. He said he knew that 
the people of St. Michael would vote reeaTc!less of 
rum, ham cutters, or anything of that nature. But 
he still says that he will vote to close the rum shops 
The honourable niemb er a,ltvays knows what some 
Grie else is planning. and be never knows his OWN 
buriness. He will soon know it. Imagine a c a n h  
Gate trying to treat. say in  St. illicha,el, where you 
get 30,000 electors. When yon get candidates with 
a lot of money do not think that they spend hundredc 
cd thousands of dollars a,s foolishly as you think 
The honourable senior member for St. Philip saic' 
that he. would take off his hat to the candidate whc 
got into the House without spending moncp. Became 
a man goes into a shop and may be after petting into 
a conversation with six or ten people he buys 
bottle of ruin can anyone say that he is buying votes! 
The whole thing is illogical. I do not care if y o ~  
took this section from the Canadian Law or thf 
Jamaica, Law. I contend that i t  does not accornplis~ 
what i t  intends-the prevention of treating. A1 
that  this is saying is that a shopkeeper or anyonc 

who holds a, liquor licence, shall not give am+- or 
sell any intoxicating liquor, and neither shall 
any intoxicating Iiquor be supplied at  a club 
Biaybe as fa r  as the shopkeeper is conerened, 
he may be selling liquor to people who are not in- 
terested in the election. But after you pass this 
section you leave the door wide open for trcating 
v-it11 rum as long as i t  is not done in a club or on a 
llcencecl pyemises. If you can bring a provision to 
cover that, all well and goocl, or if it can be covered 
in the Corrupt Practices Act. But  this section only 
holds up the trade of every liquor licence holder i n  
the island, and does not really provide against treat- 
ii?g. That is my asgument. You can show me no 
gcarantee that because rum will not be able to be 
given away a t  a, rum shop or club, rum or other in- 
tc.xicating liquor will not still be consumed, and that  
spreeing will still not go on. Honourable members 
should realise that there is more thau one point of 
view to look a t  i t  from, and that every member is 
cntitled to his view and can express it. Government 
seems to feel that if rum shops are left open, Foil 
nil1 not sta,nd a chance of running the electioii prop- 
erly. That is nonsense; and I repeat this section 
does not offer any real guarantee against treating, 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman,-For the bene- 
fit of the honourable senior member for the City I 
would say that I went to Trinidad and carefully 
natchecl the elections there. No shopkeeper closed. 
Rum shogs merely carried notices "no sale to-day." 
Things went smoothly, although you will h d  more 
drinking people in Trinidad than in Barbados. No 
one will throw open his house to drinking. Let us 
accept this section in its true light. I think that 
the penalty of $500.00 will make any shopkeeper 
hesitate before breaking the law. I think that if we 
pass this section everyone will be happy. Let the 
Bill go through as i t  stands. 

Mr. ADAMS : I t  is a good thing that we, like 
the House of Commons, are one happ5- family, and 
that there are times when we have to remember the 
seriousness of the conditions of the world in  which 
we live. I am going to call a spade a spade now. We 
owe our being here to the fact that we have persis- 
tently fought every plan against the interest of those 
whom we represent; every plan of those who by 
every use of their accumulated wealth will tend t . ~  
wlake the standard of the people of this island even 
lower. Every prop that we can knock from under- 
lzeath them i t  is our duty to Imock. I t  is idle to ' 
say that we do not lose a lot of votes at  election 
time through the stupendous outpouring of rum that 
takes place. I am told, sir, that more rum fiowed 
in Christ Church last year than any other time. 1 
would lilw to give a little warning to those who thinlr 
like the honourable senior member for the City. He 
should not need any warning. The line between 
bribing and ordinary hospitality is very thin. Thank 
God n.c no longer have to come to the House of A"J- 
senlblv mith controverted elections. The judge 
knows the lati- and will act according to the evi- 
dence. Why does the honourable senior member for  
the City want to know if there is something whicn 
will cover the offering of rum next door? H e  should 
never forget that. He is the only man within living 
memory who has drawn R100 off that section. The 
1~~ is there, and when be tries to pretend that he 
does not know it, he knows that it is not so. We 
nho have pledged ourselves to improve the lot of 
the poor know that the greatest evil we have to fight; 
at election time is the drink evil. Who is con~+nced 
by that stupid argument that the Barbadian will 
not do this and will not do that ? We who represent 
the people, we who stand for the principles . of 
democracy, must realise that there comes a time when 



we have to put principle above any kind of exped- 
iency. When that '  great Puerto Rican started! he 
started with individual people. At one t i m ~  
his slogan was "your vote is morth $2.00. Choos~ 
between $2.00 and Democracy." He had to use i t  
again: "$2.08 plus mm." He succeeded to such an 
extent that maiiy stories are told of Puerto Ricans 
R-ho threw away things that were offered to them. 
There is a recent book published in which mention 
is made of an old man who set out to vote on elec- 
tion day and who was offered a lift. I-Ie said, "I have 
time to go and vote and walk back.'' If we persist 
me will reach that stage in Barbados because the peo- 
ple 1vil1 realise that this Party stands for principle, 
and not to perpetuate the old systenl of ram and 
putters. It is in the interest of the Electors' Associa- 
tion to Beep rum flowing a t  election time. We on 
this side of the House should solidly vote for this 
section. We knom that a rum shop being a pnbli:: 
place i t  is easy to break the Iam of bribery as the 
law stands now. When a man goes into a rum shop 
on Election Day now, \ye do not know if he is spend- 
ing his own money or a candidate's money. The hon- 
curable member was lucky. We know the difficulty 
for people like ourselves to get evidence. That diffi- 
culty will always be mith us, and we should do every- 
thing we can to avoid it. We know that there is treat- 
ing galore a t  election time. But we cannot get evi- 
dence. Do you think that there would not have been 
controverted elections during the last few years if 
we could have got evidence? It will no more hurt 
the shopkeeper to tell him to shut between 6 a m .  
aad  10 p m .  on Election Day than to tell him to 
shut on Sundays. To-day clubs and hotels can operl 
s l l  day, Sunday as well. I f  you are talking about 
discrimination, why not go and stop the discrimina- 
tion there? They only sell to patrons of a certain com- 
plexion. Having put our hands to the plow to end 
the rule of the rich, how can we turn back to-day 
by voting against this section, and making i t  difficult 
for candidates who share our views? We on thin 
side of the House are determined to go on, and we 
should do nothing to make our task in this election 
more difficult. I take i t  that the honourable junior 
member for St. Lucy is anxious to destroy the powev 
of wealth, and the power of those who would keep 
the peopie of this country in two camps with so great 
a difference in their standard of life. If he want> 
to do that he will indicate i t  by his vote on this sec. 
tion. This 300-year rule of those who just throw about 
money to influence others must stop. Honourable mem. 
hers whose interest will not be served by an  outpour- 
ing of rum should vote for this section, and let t h ~  
electorate decide the election. I will close my remark 
by asking honourable members to see that the law 
as regards treating is there, but by passing this sec- 
tion we will remove both the temptation and the op. 
portunity. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman,-I do not regard 
this section as penalising shopkeepers. I feel that how 
they will be penalised is that other people will sell, 
whereas a close watch will be kept on them. If anyone 
is going to observe the law I think it will be the cluba 
and hotels, because they are not going to take the 
chance of their employees knowing that they are 
breaking the law. I am not one of those who think that 
i t  is essential to keep Barbadians sober for thyn ta 
be able to think. Barbadians have the option of so 
many shops to buy from, that they are, comparatively 
speaking, a sober people. But  since some people have 
to be saved from themselves, and since a law of this 
kind puts rich and poor candidates on the same level 
during polling time, T see nothing wrong n-ith it. I dc 
mt see how they are going to escape the charge of treat. 
ing and undue influence if they open private homes tc 

iirinliing. I do not regardthe sadary which I get 
for being a lnember of this Home a thing that will in- 
luce me to buy a seat i11 the House. h person can give 
whomsoever they like a vote. I t  does not belong to me ; 
i t  belongs to the electors. What I w o ~ l d  like to see in 
this Bill is a provision that the informer should get 
half of the fine imposed for breaking the provisions 
of this section. Unless you are going to get someone 
who mill give you the evidence, I do not think you 
will get very far with it. There will be no induce- 
mrnt for anyone to come forward and say that they 
have seen the law being broken. I do not knom if 
you would give an informer half of the fine. or how 
trluch you would give; but he shonld get some 
r~~onetary reward. 1 do uot think that i t  is necessary 
to go as far  as the actual closing of the shops. Most 
of these rum shops also sell other things, and I ,@o 
lict think we need prevent people from beiqg able 
to buy those tllings. Cut I do feel that if me are to 
make this effective, we should provide for the informer 
to be rewarded. If an informer comes forward and 
gives false evidence put him in jail. I am wondering 
how far  me will be able to use Rule 151. That rule 
will only apply to those ~ h o  vote against the section. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman,-I do not believe 
that the giving of rum can really sway the opinion 
of the electors. 'It only does that when the policy 
~f the opposing candidates does not differ. If a can- 
didate is sincere, I am sure that the people mill vote 
for the one whose policy they think is in their inter- 
est. I t  has been proved on divers occasions that the 
electors after having beeu treated with the intention 
of making them debauched, went and voted accord- 
ing to their con-rictions. I have every confidence in 
the general intelligence of the people, and every 
confidence in the belief that regardless of the amount 
of money which some candidates spend, the people 
will still return labour candidates. I feel i t  is a 
waste of good time closing the shops. I feel that the 
thing which will convince the electorate that they 
should vote Labour or otherwise is the implementa- 
tion of one's policy. Not only shouId one read out 
one's policy. One shonld also act  upon it. If that  
is done, some candidates will be left mith empty 
pockets, and the people will still still have voted for  
the candidates who have impressed then1 that  they 
have their interest a t  heart. I agree that no hind- 
rance should be placed in the way of people when 
- 

they are going to the polls to vote. But  I am saying , 
that the people have enough intelligence to lmow" 
which may to vote. I do not believe they will say 
a candidate is a candidate, therefore I will vote for  
the one who gives me the most gifts. If there is a 
difference betheen the various policies no one need 
fear the influence of mnz, whisky, bral~dy or what 
not. I vill  support those honourable members 
who have expressed their desire to have the rum 
shops open. 

Clause 28 as amended was then passed, the Corn- 
mittee dividing as follows :- 

Noes: Nessrs. BETHELL, ALLDER, MOTTLEY, GOD- 
DARD, and R'EECE. ( 5 ) .  

Ayes : Jfessrs. MILLER, LETUS, COX, Dr. Cuur~rr;~,  
ADAMS, BRANCKER, GARNER and HAYNES. (8). 

Clause 29 was read and passed. 
Clause 30 was read as follows:- 
30. (1) No person shall furnish or supply any 

loud speaker. bunting, ensign banner, standard, or 
set of colours or any flag to any person with intent 
that it shall be carried worn or used on any motor or  
other -whicle as political propaganda on polling day, 
and no person shall with any such intent carry, wear, 
or ~1s.zsc CA an>- motor or other vehicle any lond speaker, 
bunting, ensign b a n n ~ r ,  standard or set of colours 
or any other flag, on polling day. 

(2) No person shall furnish or supply any 
flag, ribbon, label or like favour to or for any per- 



son with intent that i t  should be worn or used 
any person within any constituency on ~ o l l i n i  day 
a s  a p h t y  badge to distinguish the wearer as the 
&upporter of any candidate, or of the political or 
other opinions entertained or supposed to be enter- 
tained by such candidate, and no person shad1 use or 

-wear any flag, ribbon, label or other favour as  such 
badge within a constituency on polling day. 

(3) Nothing contained in either of the pre- 
ceding subsections of this section shaJl be deemed to 
extend to the furnishing or supplying of any banner 
bearing only the name of any candidate or only 
such name preceded by the words "VOTE FOR". 

14) Any person who contravenes any pru- 
visions of this section shall be liable on conviction 
by a Court of Summary Jurisdiction to a fine of five 
hundred dollars or to imprisonment for six months. 

Mr. ADAMS: I am asking leave to insert the 
words "public address apparatus " before the wordy 
"loud speaker" occurring in lines 1 and 7 of Sub- 
clause ( l ) ,  becanse a loud speaker can be just a 
horn in which you can talk without using any ma. 
chine. I am also asking leave to delete Sub-clauss 
(3).  

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
honourable member. 

Mr. ADAMS: I beg to move tha,t clause 30 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. COX: 'I beg to second that. 
Mr. MOTThEY: I f  you are putting in  the 

words "public address apparatus" why do you leave 
ilk the words "loud speaker"? I am not quite satis- 
fied that these words convey what is meant to be 
conveyed. The word "loud speaker" may convey t r  
us the idea of an  electrical apparatus for a public 
address system. 

Mr. MILLEE: The term "loud speaker" can 
mean any type of microphone as long as you take 
care of the amplification. If you amplify your voice 
to any degree thait can only be done by a microplione ; 
auything you use for loudspeaking is a loud speaker. 

Mr. REECE : I am suggesting that the words 
"on any motor or other vehicle" occurring in line 4 
of Sub-clause (1) should be deleted. Wha,t is there 
to prevent anybody from taking any of the things 
mentioned earlier in this Sub-section off a vehicle and 
using i t  otherwise 3 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I suggest that Sub-clause (3)  
should be left in. 

Mr. ADAMS: I am asking leave to insert tlx 
words "or otherwise" after the word "vehicle oc. 
curring in line 4 of Sub-clause (1) .  As regards Sub. 
clause (3)  I asked leave to delete that Sib-clause be- 
cause at  the present moment you are not allowec' t o  
have any appamtus attached to any vehicle or a n y  
thing like that ;  and if you leare in  Sub-clause (3) 
you are stra,ining a t  a gnat and swallowing a camel 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
lionourable member. 

Mr. GARNER : What about a, candidate having 
anything posted up  in  any place before polling day! 

Mr. ADAMS: There is nothing to prevent any. 
body from holding electioneering meetings with big 
banners before polling day. 'but the idea is that 
you should not wear a banner or anything like that on 
polling day itself. On the other hand, there m a ~  
be a great necessity to say "Vote for So and So." 

Mr. REECE : The honourable member has t r  
wear a red tie all the time in order to identify tht 
Labour Party. ((Laughter). 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to move that Sub-claust 
,(3) be re-inserted. 
, . Mr. GILL. I beg to second that. 

The question that Sub-clause (3) be re-ilsserted 
was put ailcl resolved in the negative, on the follow- 
lng division :- 

d y e s :  Messrs. R~OTTLEY, GILL, I - I A Y N ~ ,  E. K. 
\ T T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  GODDAKD and REECE-6. 

Xoes : ALessrs. MILLER, ALLDER, lim~s, COX, 
bnsam, CRAWFORD, BRANCKER, GASNDR hnd D>r. 
CUMMINS-9. 

The question that Clause 30 as amended stand 
part of the Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

Clause 31 was read as follows :- 
311. Any person who before or during any 

election, for the purpose of affecting the return of 
m y  candidate at  such election makes or  publishes any 
false statement in  fact in  relation to the personal 
2haracter or conduct of such candidate shad1 be guilty 
~f an  illegal practice and shall on convictioq by a 
Court of Summary Jurisdiction be liable to a fine 
of five hundred dollars or to imprisonment for six 
months. 

Mr. ADABIS: I beg to move that Clause 31 
itand part of the Bll. .  

Dr. UUAIRIINS: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  I am wondering if we should not 

insert the words "or defamatory" before the word 
"statement" occurring in  line 3. I feel that in a 
plain, false statement 'there might not be anything 
defamatory. People might have too much latitude 
already, and I feel that provision should be made for  
a false as well as  a defamatory statement. A state- 
tnent might be false bdt i t  might not be defamatory. 
In moving the second reading of this Bill the hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Joseph referred to 
solnebody not going to Church, but that is not a de- 
famatory statement although i't might be a false 
statement. Since there is a big fine or imprisonment 
for an offence under this Clause one should know 
that he is not only making a false statement but a de- 
famatory one. The position looks very loose to me as 
it stands now. 

Mr. ADAMS: I think that the English Act is 
worded in that way. I ask leave to delete the word 
"in" occurring 'before the word "fact" in  line 3 in  
order to insert the word "of". 

There being no objecion, the honourable member 
was granted leave. 

Nr. ALLDER: We know the emotional atti- 
tude of the people whom we meet in  the respective 
constituencies, and this Clause does not apply to a 
candidate from whom you would expect better. Since 
this Claase is so wide, there is the possibility that out 
of emotion a person might make a statement by which 
he is inrolred in this Clause. Ypu have to sympa- 
thise with people who may get involved in the law. 
I ,feel that this fine is too high; let us take as an in- 
stance, that a political meeting is held in Cat's Castle ; 
there is a t  that meeting a poor person who has not 
had the opportunity of getting any culture and some 
speaker works him up to a n  emotional state and he 
makes a statement out of which s n  opposing candi- 
date can say: "Yes, you have defamed me" or "you 
have said something against my character." I would 
not have said anything dbout the amount of the fine 
if the matter were limited to candidates and other 
responsible persons; I think this Clause should begin 
"any candidate" and not "any person." A person 
rvho i~ supporting me might make a statement which 
you do not like and he might find himself before the 
Court. The other day me passed a Bill allowing a 
corporation to pay a fine of 40,'- for committing a n  
offence; bnt any corporation can pap that fine. I 
1 eg to move that the word "hundred" occurring i n  



liue 7 bc deleted, tliat the n-ords "sis months" occur- 
ring i n  11ne> h be drleted anti t!re norcts "fonrteeu 
days'' be ~nser ted  in  place thewof, ancl tha t  the word- 
4 < person" occurring ill lint. l be deleted and the word 

"culldidate" he inserted i n  place thereof. l have 
seen a hupportv  cif ,X I ' a t y  beat anorher mall iil011~ 
u i t h  nbubulg 111111, ailcl that  was only because that 
rnan'b i'eelings were high. People feel that others 
shoulcl support the P a r t y  which they admire ailcl 
their  feelings become uncontrollable. I beg to lnove 
those anlcndmeiits. 

,111,. (:-lN,\E:i'L: I hare  to &agree with thp last 
speaker. 71-hat I 11 ould like to say 1s this ;  everybody 
l i 1 1 o ~ ~  that elertion tiiue is a very einotional time, b1zL 
if x\e are to be chsyahslomte, tlrat c~alls f o ~  a certain 
anlonnt of rcspoiisibility. What  is the use of prc- 
venting iile as a candidate from abusing somebody 
else ant1 ailoniug hencllnlen to cut other people'\ 
throats 1 T\'e have to teach the people soltletliing ancl 
th r  be5t time to teach them is a t  nia<s I I L P C ~ ~ I ~ O \ .  ' h i <  
qwstion of trlllnp sonlrbocly n h w e  he n a s  born 1. 
all  foolislinc+ ; i think ihoilld 1.ist. to ;i h i g ! ~  Ic\ .,l 
ant1 \ top  ciorlig lllr\ . 111i11+ Thaw of 11s I\ l ~ o  ai r >  

,.all\ iisii~lz &,.l ]l(! litki~ thi i  Vlal~.;e 7 (q- sel.iousl>- : I 
thlllfi tha t  \I c, .iioniil cli'letcx the tine; il i t  l)tJl.\oll i<:lo\\:, 
t ha t  hc i i  liable to be seilt to jail, Ilc caau sprntL $300 
becansc he does not n a n t  to go to jail; but I thiilli 
a per5on n-l~o ~ o n n n i t \  an  ofcnce n n c l ~ r  this Clnuyi .  
shonld be sent t o  jail. 1,et us win the clwtiolis 011 

political issues-not on abuse; do not I N  11s t r j  t o  
emha~rabs  p e o p l ~  and thcir Eainill(>s just for tlic i u n  
OS i t ;  let us do thiugs awor~11ng to t l l ~  11ighe-t hiand- 
arrls. 

BIT. K E E C E  : 1 ma>- r r l i ~ i i ~ d  t l l ~  ( ' o i ~ l n ~ ~ t t ( ~ l  tliat 
I lalnan built a  gallon^ fo r  this purpoic of i~alining 
AIo~decai t h c r e o ~ ~  and he wit\ hinlsclf h a ~ l p r d  011 it. 
I \rant to say that t l ~ i s  Clause aims a t  prc~ei l t i i~:  the 
personal abuw )\hicl1 has h e m  iilih~lpecl in crier a 
long period of J-r'ars by perions from v-holn you ~ i - ~ l ~ l c l  
least expect it, and 1 hope that i t  will volne to an  end. 

Xr. 3IOTTLEY: As this Clause stands now. 
man>- peoplc who ~nnlir  lone qweches will not be ahle 
to lualir thelr~. Th t~  l~ouourahle senior incn~ber 
fo r  St.  Philip has said that we should rise to the 
occasion and  cio not carry on prrsonal abnyc ancl 
things of that natnrc;  T think that ?on will hare to 
get some people eclncated to the fact that this C'lans~ 
i s  a very important one i n  this Bill. This matter of 
publishing a false htatcnicnt as to people's character 
is  a very serious one and J am inggesting that  n-e 
shonld increase both the fine and the term of inipri+ 
onment. '\?%ile I did not hear a1-I of wliat tlie 110~1- 
ourable senior liienlber for St.  Johil has said, one 
must  be i n  spiga€hy with tlie honourable member's 
suggestion, bnt i t  has to he borne in  inind that v-ith 
the political edncation today. people who go to speak 
on public platforms are usually versed i n  politics. 
The honourable lne~nber feels that the fine should be 
reduced and while I am i n  sympathy ~ v i t h  him, I must 
fierce with the honnlirable senior member for St.  
Philip that  IT-e must risr to the occasion. It is time 
tha t  Tve hare a Clanse like this so aq to deal with peo- 
ple who hare  to i ~ ~ w a t  t l l i n p  in  parrot-likc fadljon 
ancl 1lial;r f,~l\il st;ttclncnt\ abont othtvs\ lmo-\i inp 
them to br fnIse--l)ce,plr nho  cannot ~joiiibly (10 - 
th ing else on thr  platform. When I read this Clanse 
T realisecl that i t  was necessary if pov. want to liaoe 
clean politics; there are some  erso sons to rnho~n this 
Clausr v i l l  vrally apply and 1 feel that  the Clause 
shoi~ld remain as it is. 

Xr. ,\DAMS: 1 am asking leave to make a 
fur ther  ameadmeizt. W e  have no jllegal practice in  
our  Acts;  TW have bribery, and so on, and I am there- 

tore :~si;il~g lea\ e to delete the words "illegal practice'' 
~ c c ~ r r i n g  i n  lille 3 in order to insert the word 
" off'euce. ' ' 11 

'l'hclre heil:: no objection, leave -as granted the 
honoiwalrle member. 

31r. LETTTJS: I thilili that  when honourable 
tl~elllber:, Iriilit to quote examples of the lack of cnl- 
t iue it nould not be a bad idea to look for them i n  
their U\\ 11 constit ~re~lcies rather than look for theru i n  
>they<, b e c a ~ ~ s e  hononrable members might discover 
that they are entirc-l>- ~t-rong about cultnre i11 their 
 IT 11 constitnellcics. I ~yould like to  know a t  what 
,tage u p c ~ s o n  becomes a canclidate; is i t  before he 1s 
nonlillatcd or s~lleii he pays his deposit or when:' It 
tloes see111 to me that 3-ou shoulcl set out, in the inter- 
est of the (.lectors. a t  what stage a person becomes 
a canclidate. 1 thin]< that  matter should be clearly 
~lefinecl. 

Thc question that  Clawe 31 as amended stand 
par t  of the Bill \\-as put and resdhed i n  the affirma- 
tive n ithout division. 

31r. (:ILL : 111.. Chairinan,--Ta view' 01 the 
latenes> (11 the hour L beg to I ~ I ~ T  e that YOU do now 
 port p r o p c i s  irnil i~i l i  for l eaw for the Committee 
t o  sit again. 

SIr .  XO'Trl'LEP: I beg to second that. 
S1r. ADASIS: l have already told hoizourable 

members that the timing of this Bill is very irn- 
pmtant  allcl we ~houlcl have the Bill before the 
(W1.r Place iwxt Tuesday. 

Thcl questiol~ that the Chairmair do now report 
proprcss ::ntl asIi for leave for the Committee tu riit 
again was pu t  and  resolved i n  the negative. 

A division was taken as fol lom :- 
,I7frs : i\I~y,rs. (YRAWFORD, XOTTTEB, ( ;ILL, 

I~AYYES. E .  ]c. ' l ? T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  ~ O D D A R D  and RERCE--7. 
.170.cs : JIessru. MILT,ER, ALLDER, TJEWIS, COX, 

AD ASIS. B R A ~ I ~ R ,  GARNER and Dr. CIJ~INIKS-8. 
Clausc 32 was read as follows :- 
32. ( l )  Subject to the provisions of snbsec- 

tion (2)  of this 'section during the hours when the  
poll is open upon polling day no persons shall 
rlssenlble or congregate v i th in  one h~mclreil >-an& 
of any building in  whirh is situate any  polling 
station. 

(2) The provisions of this section shall not 
apply to- 

( a )  any  electors who are waiting to 
poll their votes a t  such polling 
station and who obey any inyt 5 ruc- 
tions which may be given by the 
presiding officer or any  constable 
for the purpose of forming a queue 
v-ith other electors so waiting: or 

(cl) any  persons who under the provis- 
ions of this Act lawfully enter o r  
remain i n  such polling station. 

(3 )  E w r y  perc;on who contravenes or f d l s  
to comply with the provisions of this section s h d l  be 
wi l t r  of a n  offence and  shall be liable on co~lv ic t i~n  
by a Court of Summary Jur i~d ic t ion  to a fine of 
two hundred dollars o r  to imprjsonme~zt fo r  six 
months. 

Mr .  ADAMS : I beg to mow that C l a u ~ e  32 
jtand par t  of the Bill. 

D r .  CTTMMINS: 1 beg to  second that. 
RRANCKER: 1 think that  this distance of 

hundred yards in respect of a p&ing station, 
r i th in  which it is proposed that  no persons sllall 
m m b l e  is ~xcessive. T do not know thp reasons 

this particular distance TTas chosen : J appreci- 
l t e  that some distance had to be chose11 but one 
hundred yards ex~e&ve, not ollly i n  this Clause 
b ~ t  in the subserjuent one. T beg to  nlove that  the 



llmlclred" be cleletecl aud the ~ 0 l . d  
''fiftyn be illserted i11 place thereof. 

BIr. BDAMS; I accept tha t  allleiidment. 
x r .  MOTTLEY: I c10 not agree mith that. It 

is well l:no\yn that the selection of these polling 
booths is going to be a, rather clificnlt job. and quite 
a oS then1 will be hltuated right on the pub- 
lic highway. \Then a candidate or agent or ally 
persol1 who is illterested in  the cancliclate has ~ ~ o r k e d  
u p  his zeal during the claj-, lceeping a t  a distawe of 
50 yards from a polling <tation i i  hardiy Ilkely. 
The  average liipllway is between 18 a i d  20 feet r i d e ,  
a n d  if these polliug stations are selected on the high- 
1vay, you call quite see that  Bceping 5O'yctrcls c r  150 
feet ajVay from them is going to bc impracticable. 
I beg to  move that  the word "yards" be deleted 
and the word "feet" be ii2serted i n  place thereof. 

Mr. MILLER:  While I sympathise with the 
honourable junior llzember for  S t .  Lucy, a t  the 
same time I would suggest to him t h a t  mith pemons 
keeping 130 feet from the poXSng station5 you will 
still have a good deal of noisr which l\-ould .tBect 
the e lwtio~l .  J thilili tllr t l l i t i \ t~(a~ should be nmde 
'LOO feet. 

L .  E. l .  \ t ' 1 '  : 1'~'0i)rlbl>- ;h(> (l lstdil~( 
of 100 yarcls was right.  In r e s p c t  of the clementarj 
school mhich is u w l  ar  a pollihg station in  St. 
Jamcs, the distanc>c of 130 fetxt IT-oulcl just h~i11g 
abont what you did not want done; you would bc 
allowing people to  aswnbl r  a t  the gate. That  clis 
tance TT-ould not ha) P any raluc in  pre1 enting peo 
ple from c . o ~ ~ g w g a t i n ~  ilt the cnt~anc+ bJ- that qatc3 

JIr. ADA318: \\'llrn I accepted the alncnd 
nlent ~ n a d e  by the honor~rable junior n l r~nber  f . , ~  
St. Lncy, I tlicl so with thv obj( 'rt of shortening t h  
proceecliiics; bnt  if other hononrable mrrnbe~r  ft.6 
that  \ \e  should Irwp the distanw a t  100 yards. I ail 

prepared to ni tht l ra~v lily a c w p t a n c ~ ~  of the honoi11 
able member's motion. I itsic leave to ~ ~ i t h t l r a ~ , -  ~n>.- ae 
ceptance of the amenclmc~~lt. 

Then. being no obj(wio11. 1 e a r ~  \ \as  cranted tht 
honourable member. 

The (pestion that  ('1;111w :1"tantl pa r t  of: thi 
Bill was p u t  am1 rcrolred i n  the affirmative mithou 
division. 

Clause 33 was read as follows :- 
33. (l) During the h o l m  that  the poll is o p t ~ ~  

upon election day no person shall upon any publ: 
road or i n  any public place within one hnndr+c 
~ a r d s  of the building in  mhich a polling station i 
sitnate scek to influence an:- elector to vote for an; 
candidate o r  to ascertain for  \That candidate a n  
elector intends to vote or has voted. 

(2) Every person who contravenes a n y  o 
the provision5 of this section shall be guilty of a. 
offence and  shall 'be liable on conrietion by a Con. 
of Summary Jurisdiction to a fine of t ~ v o  hundre 
and  fifty dollars or to imprisonnicnt for six month: 

Mr .  ADAMS: 1 beg to mow that  Clause 3 
stand par t  of the Rill. 

D r .  CVMXINS : I beg to second t h a t .  
M r .  E .  X. mTAT,COTT: I think we shoul 

put  i n  some cwnmas in Snh-clanw (1)  other\^& i 
will mean that  ;)-on cannot canvas on any pnbli 
road. 

M r .  ADAMS : I accept that .  A comnia s h o d  
be incerted af ter  the ~ i ~ o r d  "shall" occurrinS i n  lin 
2 and one after the word "place" i n  line 3 .  

Xr. BRANCKER : 1 again submit that the word 
"one hundred" shoi~ld bc clrlctcd i n  order to inser 
the word "fifty". TIIP point lia, lmw 111i3ilc. abon 
people cwnpwgnting ; I I I ( L  ~naliiti o. ;I I I O ~ P .  hilt t l ~ ~  

the clii~'stio~i of soint3bod\- at the. Imt minute 1x11 
ting in  a uord for a ~aiiiliclatc. Tt is for that reaso 

1st I am i i lo~ ing  that the w m l q  "oue hundred" be 
e lc t~ i l  i n  order to iliwrt the norcl "fifty". 

TIir quection tha t  Clanse 38 as  amended stand 
art of th r  Bill wa5 g u t  and  ~ e \ o l ~ e i l  i n  the affiria- 
ire withont dirision. 

('Iit1.w 34 n as yeacl as. follow.; : 
34. E r r r g  pcJrson who betneeli the clate of notifi- 

ation by the Colonial Secretary of the issue by  the  
;orernor-in-Esrc.uti~-r Coinmitter of a writ  for pur- 
 tow^ of an  cllection (whether in  a general election o r  
~;rc>-rlection) in(.ites, combines or mnspires. with an- 
thcr t c  act in W ~lisorclerly manner with intent. t o  
,rment th? transaction of the business of a publia 
nerting called for  the purpose of promoting the elec- 
ion of a canditlatr ar  a member to wrve i n  the Gen- 
ra1 A 4 ~ s e n l b l ~ ,  shall be guilty of a n  illegal practice 
111d shall on cormvic+ion by a Court of Summary Juris- 
livtion he liable to a fine of one thousand dollarr o r  
o inlprisonment f o ~  onc. year and be incapable dur ing 
L pcricd of five years 3'rom the (late of conviction of 
~eintl. rcgisterecl as  a n  elector or rot ing a t  a n  election. 

JIr .  AI),\MS : In moving that this Clause s tand 
~ 1 . '  of t h ~  Riil, 1 1-c.aliw that  provision is only made 
'or a lvrwii i i~ r i t jng  01' cnnsp i~ i i~~:  with others to ac t  
n a tlisordcriy Inallncv and 011 b17t no provision i.; 
mi le  to (,over a ~ a s c  where ;\ 011 (10 that youmelf. I 
,vas going to \ i ? g ~ ~ s t  that  iji v i ( v  of t h ~ .  lat(wess of the 
ionr, we pass this* Clanse a\ it i~ l lowes~r . ,  the words 
'illegal practice" occarring in 1 i i - i ~  10 shonld be c7e- 
ptc.c7, and T tun aqliing le,l\t. t o  rl7sc~1.t after the words 
)cc .~~rr inc i l l  brac~lictr in  llii(~\ 1, and 5 tl10 \I ords " ; L : ~ c ;  

11 a tliaoi-tlcrlj- i x i n w r  nr ;\l10 " 

There bring no ohj(~c.tic111. l (ww -\\.it< vt.;c~~teii the 
lonourablc member. 

Nir. ADAMS : l bcg to inoyc tha t  ('lause 34 as 
 mended stand par t  01' the. lirll. 

Dr.  CTTMMINS: I beg to second that. 
BIr. (:ILL : In the case of a candidate acting i n  

n clisorderly maliiler l think that he, too, should be 
liiqnalifiecl Srom being a candidate for  five years. 1 
beg to m o w  that the words "or being a candidate a t  
lily rlection" be added a t  the end of the last line. 

X r .  dT)A?IIS : 1 accept that  amenclment. 
311.. T,E\lT1 SI: I do not agree with the suggestioll 

that a person should be disqualified from being a 
uandiclate if he coiumits a n  offence under this Clanse, 
nncl tha t  prorision is left out in  case he clefaiiles a 
candidate. If there ic any place where this provision 
should be made i t  is where a callclidate gets u p  on a 
l~itblic platform and abuses another. Wllat I mean 
ic: that if a cantliclate vere  to conmi t  a reprehensible 
oct, 1 think he should be debarred from coming for- 
\\arc1 for c.lectiou; bnt 1 eaiinot see tha t  it is  right ro 
f i ~ r t h e r  penalise a candidate if he disrupts a meeting 
 hen yon havc a penalty for  tha t  offeiice already. 

nlr. CRAWF'ORD : It appears to me tha t  we 
arp either trying to pilt a n  enormous ainoulit of money 
i n  the Treasnry or t rying to fill the jail. 1 have my aarr 
idea abont several Clauses of this Bill but  I want to  
s q r  this now: for  a nnnibep of years i n  this coloily 
candidates and  the public a t  large have b e n  awns- 
tcilned to  hearing abuse on platforms aiul of ~ e e i n g  
attempts being made by people to break u p  other 
pc~)plc's nrretinps. Xobocly is saying that  that  is not a 
reprehensible practice, but  a t  the same time it is  elf 
known, even a t  the last election in the metropolitan 
pirish,  that  at the Empire grouncls and  a t  Carring- 
t,)l17q Village organised parties had their men to po 
and break u p  meetings which were started by ri1;al 
candidates. I h a ~ e  been present a t  meetings wh+en 
people attached to ce'rtain organizations not  only at- 
twlpted to break u p  the meetings, bitt actually at-  
tnr kc~rl candidates; I have seen a candidate defend 
i~iiliself of ail assault a t  Carrington's Village. Out cf 
F vlear. blue sky ?on are penalising people who com- 
xlit t l ~ r s e  offences when these people who have been 
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accustomed to seeing other people rvhom they regard 
as being better than they, doing these things, and 
you are imposing these comparatively- ellormolls fines 
and sentences. I t  seems to lne that while a eommend- 
zhle attempt is being made to control people a t  eiectjpn 
campaigns, we should go a little more slowly and 
these penalties should not be as heavy a s 3  is p ~ p o s e d  
they should be. There are a lot of gree&orns who 
regard i t  as their moral duty ailcl solelnu obligatien 
t o  break up ineetings which have been called by their 
02ponents. What I am saying is that while we ?re 
proposing to do a good thing, people have to b.? eau- 
cated to it a little more gradually. If me go on in 
tnis manner you will find that by the time the election 
comes off, all the electors and half the candidates will 
be in jail. 1 think that we are imposing peiialties 
which are too severe at  the bcginlzing; l am espectihg 
tnat under this Clause, if a certain party takes the 
hustings at all, long before Nomination Day all the 
chief supporters and nearly all the candidates d l  .be 
in  jail. 

Mr. MILLER: I would like to unde'rstand 
&arly if, for instance, somebody in a crowd shouts 
out to a speaker "Stop telling lies and get clam," 
that would be regarqed as an  attempt to break up a 
meeting. I really do not like this Clause in  the Bill 
at all; 1 am unhappy about this Clause. Yoa would 
have to produce about ten different reasons to prove 
that it was a person's intention to break up  a meeting, 
and, I repeat, I am really unhappy abou't this Clause. 
I wish the honourable senior member for St. Jos- 
eph would explain it. 

Nr. ADAMS: There is always the question of 
appeal. I f  a Police Magistrate is ignorant of the law 
and cannot see what the Act says you can appeal 
even to the Privy Council. The question has beel] 
asked as to how far  a person's conduct can go before 
i t  is considered as being disorderly and that has been 
the subject of a judicial decision; it is a question of 
fact, and I do not think we need be afraid of this 
Clause. The throwing of stones would be something 
designed to prevent a meeting from being held. 

Mr. MILLER: As I have said. 1 am very un- 
happy about this Clause aild P thillli we should pay 
some more attention to it. We have a lot of peoplt 
who have not had the opportunity of seeing culture 
a lot of-people are in the slums and it is unfortunate 
for us that in an  age like this we should be inflictin; 
a penalty of a thousand dollars on a helpless soul for 
an  offence under this Clause. I am particularly url 
happy about that ;  to ask a person suddenly to fall 
away from something which has been his nature j: 
hard. This is not the best thing to do and I thind 
we should decide to deletc this Clause; I think that 
by passing this Clause we x d l  be attaching crime tc 
people who really do not k n o ~ ~  any better. I i iri 
asking that some consideration be given to that point 
i t  is all very well to follow England in certain mst 
ters, but we have, in this colony, a lot of barefoot 
naked people who ha\-e never been told that t h q  
should behave well. 1 am enthusiastic about this 
Bill, but this is one Clause with which I do not agree 

3Ir. MOTTLEP: The hon. senior member fo: 
St. George has just made a very stirring appeal -cc 
hon. members to c20 something. He said that hc is 
unhappy about this matter, he feel., it is unfair to tht 
people and he sat down. 

Mr. MILLER: I said I am unhappy about thl: 
Clause. This Clause is worrying me and I want tc 
hear something more about it. That is all. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: The hon. member has thai 
feeling about this Clause but he has not offered an j  
amendment. A few weeks ago I held a meeting ir 
St. George; I went into the enemy's camp. When 1 

got there I realised that I was in the enemy's camp; 
somebody told me that a couple of bottles were to f'c 
thrown so as to break up the meeting. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: P cannot entertain such re- 
marks; let us deal with this Clause. We do not want 
to hear anything about bottles being thrown to break 
up any meeting. 

h9r. MOTTLEY: No bottles were thrown; they 
remained in the bag. I am voting for this Clause. 

llr. CHAWFOIiD: I am not voting for thls 
Clause; I do not see how anybody could support a 
Clause of this sort a t  this stage in  the history of th's 
colony. I t  is something extraordinary that this Com- 
mittee should be asked at  this time to support a Biil 
containing a Clause like this; the penalty for the 
comparatively simple offence outlined in  the Clauij 
is amazing. That is putting i t  mildly. We have 
heard about political meetings being held in other 
parts of the world and of attempts being made to 
break them up. To prevent the holding of a meeting 
should not be any crime ; if the majority of people cicr 
not jvant to hear a particular candidate, they do not 
want to hear him. Because you express your opinion 
in an emphatie manner are vou to be hailed before a 
Court and fined or imprisoned and not allowed to  
vote for five years? Are you telling me that a mere 
attempt to interfere mith the holding of a meeting 
is as serious an offence as one under the Corrupt; 
Practices Act and a similar penalty should be a:- 
tachecl to i t ?  I think we are going too far. 

Mr. ALLDER: This legislation is more likely 
to be contravened by the humble, ignorant and ill- 
cultnred people who are unable to pay the fine, tha11 
b)- other people. I cannot remember any piece of 
legislation which has been passed by this House and 
in  which provision was made for a fine as heavy as 
that which is proposed here for what I consider a 
negligible offence. I11 this colony we adopt legisla- 
tion which i~ in existence in England or America o r  
Canada where the standard of living and the culture 
of the people are higher than they are anywhere i ~ ;  
the West Indies; we want to adopt in this colony 
what is the law in other countries without giving 
any consideration whatever to the people as to whethcr 
they will be able to comply with such legislation or 
not. An humble person may commit an offence under 
this Clause at  a mass meeting or when he becomes 
emotional, and when he is carried before a Court au.3 
fined $1,000 with the alternative of a year's imprison- 
ment, he is deprivecl of his citizenship; that is som+ 
thing about which y o ~ l  find hon. members making 
sport. This is the most serious piece of legislation 
about to be passed in this House; many a man has 
lost his head politically, bnt we have passed the days 
when such penaltie., were imposecl. Why should ws 
re-introduce such things? While we have passed 911 

to a higher s t anda~d  or' edncatioa, we still have a 
fair number of people who do not know whether they 
are cloii~g right or wrong; they do not know whether 
they are exposing then~selves to the imposition which 
we are putting here or not. I might not commit my- 
self, but there are others who would endanger them- 
sell es 'b3- the terms of this Clause. Why should we 
inflict such a severe penalty on people so suddenly 
for committing so small an  offence? This is a dav 
 hen we hear about a lot of crimes taking place a n 3  
then the ~vhole picture is changed and people go free ; 
but under this Clause, if a poor agricultural labourer 
raise5 his 3-oicc too high at  a meeting he is faced ~v i th  
a fine of $1,000. I am saying that before we enact 
any lan- n-e hare to make sure that the people can abide 
by such a law. X'e still have mith us people mho car;- 
not read or write and, i t  is only after these peopl? 



have passed that stage that you can make such strin- 
gent laws. Any hon. member who sits here and allows 
this Clause to be passed as i t  is, does not deserve the 
respect, furthermore the votes, of those underpriv- 
ileged people -rho cannot avoid committing tham- 
selves. We are here to protect people, not to penal- 
ise them; I repeat that the penalty for an offence 111~- 
der this Clause is too heavy, and the offence is mo3t 
likely to be committed by the persons who are least 
able to go straight ahead. If the law were carried 
out to the letter, do you linow how many people would 
be jent to jail? The hon. senior member for S-. 
Nichael does not show any sympathy in  this matt(.? 
a t  all; he has 'become a menace to right thinking; al- 
though the fine is high he is still saying: "Removt 
the fine and make the penalty twelve months." Can 
you imagine a person who says "I am your saviour" 
sitting here and trying to increase the punishment 
which is set out in  this particular CTause? I am ap- 
pealing to hon. members not only to think of them- 
selves or of those who are higher up in the commc- 
nity, but of those who mill commit themselres at  mass 
meetings. I do not know how many hon. members 
art: interested in amending t E s  ClaY~m;  I do not 
know whether i t  is felt that the fine should be re- 
duced or whether the entire Clause should be deletzd. 
However, I formally beg to move that in  the fourth 
liue from the last, the words "one thousand" be 
deleted and the word "ten" be inserted in  place 
thereof; that in line 3 from the last, the words "one 
year" be deleted and the words "ont. month'' be m- 
aerted in place thereof; and that the words occu:.- 
ring after the word "year" be deleted. I make that 
motion because I do not think that anybody wou1.d 
want to 'break up a meeting and pay $10 for so do- 
ing; in any case, that is sufficient punishment, in my 
humble opinion, for anybody to undergo if he a+- 
tempts to break up a meeting. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman,-I hope that no- 
thing I say mill break up this meeting. The last 
honourable member who spoke turned this into a 
political meeting. I very much regret his remarks 
that  legislation sent down to this House by the Gov- 
ernment or introduced by any honourable member 
is here for me to disapprove or approve. If you can 
get a sufficient number of members to agree with the 
statement of fact that  this fine is too heavy, that is 
all that is necessary. To say in the end that  honour- 
able members are making a lot of fun when the hon- 
ourable member in other sections of the Bill has been 
'having his fun  too, is absolute nonsense. You do not 
know how other honourable members are going to 
vote, and you think that they are slighting certaii; 
legislation when perhaps they have been taking i t  
more seriously than you. Anyhow, I feel that we 
have to decide here whether or not the offence which 
this section deals with is a more serious one than 
slandering a candidate. I think that  when anyone 
oalls a meeting his supporters will be there, and 
anyone who attempted to break up  that  meeting 
would be dealt with by those present. But I think 

, t ha t  slandering a person is a much more heinoas 
offence. As one who has attended meetings of a ' political nature all over the island, however, I can- 
not agree that all slanderous afttacks show a lack of 
culture. Very often the people who make these re- 
marks are the very people who should know better. 
I have not had much chance to go through this Bill, 
?Jut i t  did strike me that the fine of $1,000 
attached to merely attempting to break a p  a meet- 
ing is a little too heavy, although I realise that you 
nrould need a deterrent fine. 

illr ADAMS: There i.; no offenc~ created by 
this Bill more serious than this. Today there are twc 
civil armies in Jamaica. They go to each othrr'c 

meetings armed with revolvers with the express pur- 8 

pose of breaking up  the meetings. Let us stop any- 
one from eren thinking of breaking up another's , . 
meeting. I have been in a procession of the P.N,P. I 
and there were men with drawn swords a t  our side, , 
I t  is better to t ry to prevent that sort of thing , 
happening here. Let us teach people to listen to 
another man's meeting without trying to break it , 

up. I t  is necessary to prevent clashes which may , 
lead to free fights. People who will do i t  mill not , 
do i t  because of a lack of culture, but because they , 
feel like being ~\-iclred that night. I f  you go to  , 
r i ~ a l s '  meetings do not attempt to break them up, , 
and this section d l  not have to be invoked. I agree 
that Section 31 should be harder; but in  the offence , 
created by that section you are slandering one man. 
The offence dealt with in this section may lead to , 
murder. I t  is easy to say t4haat i t  cannot happen here; , 
but i11 1937 TW were also saying that Barbadians are 
peaceful. I am asking leave, sir, to delete t,he word 
"after" occurring in Line 4, and to insert in  place 
thercof the words "of the", 90 that i t  will read f 

"and the day of the polling" instead of "and -the , 
day after polling". i 

There being no objection. leave was qranted. , 

Mr. NILLER: Mr. Chairi~ian-I an1 not going 
to vote for this fine of $1,000. \Ye have reached the , 
stage of Adult Suffrage, and you may get many t 
people going to mceting~ ~ h o  hrretofore did not 
know what it was to pobiris tho ~ o t ~ ;  vou ~hou ld  
give these people a cha1ic.e to themselves. 
I am going to move that tht. penalt>- br  rcduced ro 
$5.00 or sewn days' inlprisonnicnt. 

Mr. E. Ii. WALCOTT : 3lr. Chairnla~l-I ail1 
of the peaceful tgpe. l'hcrr is probably a misconcep- 
tion in the minds of honourable n~emnbers, and we 
now hare two extremes-one is the very low penalty 
offered by the last honourable member who spoke, 
and the other is the extremely heavy penalty offered 
by the Go~erninent. As the Bill was originally 
drafted, i t  only dealt with combining with others, 
and where that was concerned that was a very seri- 
ous criminal offence. For a man to incite others o r  
combinc with them to break u p  meetings is an  evil 
which would destroy democracy if not checked. It 
would be disastrous if when you decided to hold a 
meeting someone could combine wit,h others or incite 
them to throw bottles and stones. But  I do not 
think that there is any more serious scandal on the 
people than to suggest that they are bad behaved, in  
gene~*al ancl are likely to ind~dge in this sort of thing. 
1 say mithont hesitation that our crowds are as 
well behaved as crowds i11 any part  of the world. 
It is not true to say that this is the first time that 
these crowds will be attending political meetings. 
I n  the past there have been meetillgs attended by 
2,000 people, of whom only 300 were electors. But 
I agree entirely with the honourable senior member 
for St. Joseph that we should t ry  to  prevent from 
creeping into politics the type of person who might 
combine with, and excite others to commit the crime 
herein alleged. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Nr .  Chairman- I can 
appreciate the enthusiasm with which the last speaker 
views this Bill, although I an1 perfectly sure that 
if his party were in power they would never dared 
to bring a Bill of this sort to the Assembly. And 
the honourable members on my right have really 
handed them a bigger gift than if they had given 
them a cheque for a million pounds. I n  the last 
sx,eech bp the honourable senior member for St,. 
Joirpll is the allegation that the people of this coun- 
ty!- a1.p \o prone to violence, or have become so vio- 
Irl,t oremight that meawwes of the most stringent 



form are necessary to control tlzeni. The honourable 
seuior member for St. James would naturally snp- 
port a Bill of this sort. But sir, I think there is 
hardly any justification for the fear which the hon- 
omable introducer of the Bill seems to feel for the 
people who put him here. He knows as well as I 
d o  that the people in almost all of the West, Indies 
are not prone to violence. Jainaica may have copied 
the habits of some of her nearby South American 
neighbours; bnt nowhere else in  the West Indies 
~vonld anything happen comparable to what happens 
i n  Jamaica. We do not have the slightest indication 
that we are following the path set by Jamaica. The 
1937 disturbances were econonlic in origin. We 
should remove the causes rather than use the big 
stick like this. I t  is the business of the honourable 
members on my right to so change the fundamental 
economic conditions of the island that unless an 
extraordinary human being with extraordinary 
powers as an agitator should arise, there ~ ~ o n l c l  be 
~ i r t u a l l y  no grounds on which one could lead the 
people astray. I feel, Mr. Chairman, that we are 
making a mistake here, and I think that that will 
be realised by the honourable members who are now 
supporting i t  whai  they reflect on i t  more soberly. 

Mr. A D I A M S :  I take very much heart from 
what the honourable xenior member for St. James 
has said. Conspiracy is a serious offence, bnt since 
a, single inan going ancl behaving in a disorderly 
manner at a meeting is a comparatively trivial 
offeiice, it, should not be dealt with in the same 
section as the extremely serious offence of conspiracy 
I t  is unlawful assembly to gather mith the inten 
tion of interfering with other people who arc 
properly assembled. I am therefore going to with 
draw the part that I was going to insert, and leaw 
i t  merely a question of combination a i d  con 
spiracy. I am asking leave, Mr. Chairnian, to mith 
dram- the words "acts in a disorderly manner7', anc 
leave the section as it was drafted. 

There being no objection, leave was granted. 
Mr. BRANCKER : Mr. C h a i r m a n T h e r e  ii 

general agreement that the offence covered by thiq 
section shoulcl be stamped out. But there is not : 
concensus of opiiiion as to what should be the penalty 
r011 one hand the Government has inserted a p9nahJ 
of $1,000 while on the other hand honourable men1 
b m  have suggested lower penalties such as $10.00 anc 
$5.00. I am suggesting that i t  may be possible t, 
nieet the objection of those who think that $1,000 01 

a year's imprisonment is too high by insertipg thc 
words "not exceeding" after the word "fine ", an( 
the insertion of the word? "not exceeding" after thc 
worcl "imprisonment." I know that i t  mill bc 
ol~servecl that i11 the other sections of this Bill wc 
have made the penalties fixed pmalties. E a t  i t  is il 
view of the wide divergence of opinion as to vhat  i 
the adequate penalty, that I am suggesting that , 
compromise be made bp leaving the extent of thl 
penalty to the discretion of the Conrt. I now be: 
formally to move the insertion of the words that 
bare mentioned. 

Mr. GARNER seconclecl. 

Jh. ADA3IS: 1 am prepared to discuss t-he 
natter with the Esceutire. 

Mr. BRASCKEH: At the Assizes one can also 
)e bound orer for thi\ offence. 

Mr. AIJTJDER : 1  ill second the motion made 
)J- the honourable s e i ~ i o ~  nzenzber for St. George, 

Mr. REECE : The Ilonourable Senior Member 
'or St. Joseph says that he will discnss the proposed 
imenclnlent with the Executive Committee. Perhaps 
t would be wise to leaye this point orer and get pn 
;c.ilh other sections of the Bill. 

Mr. LEVTIS : I-nle5s someone combines thcre 
s no coi1spirac~-. If Tvr accept the ameiidment by 
~ l s ~ r t i n g  the words "not exceeding" i t  would indicate 
hat n e  take the view that there are degrees of this 
)f'c~nce. I vonlcl like to see the individual brought 
11. One individual can nlalie as big a disturbance 
is 20. 

On the motion being put that the words "not 
lxceeding7' moved stand part of the Clause, thr  
luestion was resolred in the izegatire. The Com- 
mittee cliriding as follom :- 

A y e s :  Mr. CRASCKER. Mr. GARKER and Mr. 
G I L & ( ~ ) .  

h'oes: Xr. SPCAKLR, Mr. MILLER, Mr. ALLDER, 
illr. LEWIS, Mr. COS, Dr. CUXJIIXS. AIr. ADAJIS, Mr, 
MOTTLEY, Mr. E. 1:. J~7AL~O~l ' ,  JIr. GODDARD and Mr, 
REECE-(11). 

h i d  on the motion being put that the fine be 
rc ducecl to Five Dollars ancl the term of imprisoilme~it 
to seven days. The question xas  resol~ed in the 
negative, the Coininittee dividing as follows :- 

Ayes  : Mr. MILLER and &h. ALLDER-(2 j . 
Noes: Mr. SPEAKER, 211". LEIVIS, Mr. Cos, Dr. 

CUMMINS, Mr. ADAMS, n h .  BRANCKER. Mr. GARKER, 
Mr. MOTTLEY, Mr. GILL. Mr. E. I<. WALCOTT, hir, 
GODDARD and Mr. REECE- ( 15). 

Clause 34 was then passed. 
Mr. MOTTLEY m o ~ e d ,  seconded by Mr. GILL that 

the Chairinan do 1 1 0 ~  report progress and ask fo r  
leare to sit again. 

Mr. ADAMS : I an1 not objecting to that. T e -  
have completed the most controversial part of the 
Bill. The Other Place is meeting next Tuesday 
specially to do this Bill, so I am going to suggest that 
TYP adjourn until next Molzclay. 

Motion that the Chairinan report progress and 
ask for leave to sit again was put and carried, the 
Committee dividing a5 follows :- 

Ayes  : Dr. CUMAIISP. Mr. BD-~~IS ,  Mr. BRAXCKER, 
K r .  GARKER, Mr. MOTTLET, Mr. G m ,  Mr. E. ,K. 
WALCOTT, Mr. GODDARD and Mr. R E E C E - - ( ~ ) .  

I170es : Mr. SPEAKER, Mr. MILLER, Mr. L E ~ S  and 
Mr. Cox. 

The Chairnian reported and Mr. SPEAKER re- 
samed the Chair ancl reported accordingly. 

Mr. A D A ~  moved that the House do now adjourn 
t o  Monday next at  5.00 pm. 

Drf C m m ~ a s  seconded, and the motion being put 
and carried nem. con. Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the 
House accordingly. 




